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TWENTY-FOURTH CONGRESS, 


SECOND SESSION. 


P: SENATE. 
`> > Moxnay, December 5, 18°76. > 
The Vice President took the Chair at 12 o’clock, 


peenema 


M. The following Senators were in attendance: 
Ruggles, Rives, j 
Hubbard, King, of Georgia, 
Page, King, of Alabama, 

» Swift, Moore, 
Prentiss, - Walker, 
Niles, Benton, 

>“. Tomlinson, Linn, 

Davis, Ewing, of Hlinois, 
Robbins, Robertson, 
Kn‘ght, Hendricks, 
Wright, Tipton, 

McKean, Ewing, of Ohio, 
Buchanan, Morris, 

Wall, Clay, 

Southard, Crittenden, 
Bayard, Grundy, 

Kent, ` White. 


Mr. BENTON presented the credentials of the 
honorable A. H. Sevin and W.S. FULTON, Sena- 
tors elect from the State of Arkansas. The Vice 
President administered the oath prescribed by the 
Constitution of the United States, and they took 
their seats. 

On motion of Mr, BENTON, 

Resolved, That the Senate proceed to ascertani 
the classes in which the Senators of the State of 
Arkansas shall be inserted, in conformity to the 
résolution of the 14th May, 1789, and as the Con- 
stitution requires, 3 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, 

Resolèed, That the Secretary put into the ballot 
box three papers of equal size, numbered 1, 2, 3. 
Each of the Senators from the State of Arkansas 
draw out one paper. Number 1, if drawn, shall 
entitle the member to be placed in the class of 
Senators whose terms of service will expire the 
third day of March, 1837; number 2 in the class 
whose terms will expire the third day of March, 
1839; and number 3 in the class whose terms will 
expire on the third day of March, 1841. 

in pursuance of the above order, Mr, Sevren 
drew trom the ballot box number 1, and Mr. Fur- 
ton number 3. Therefore, Mr. Sevrer’s term ex- 
pires on the fourth of March, 1837, and Mr, Fur- 
Tox’s on the fourth of March, 1841. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, 

Ordéeréd, That the Secretary of the Senate in- 
form the House of Representatives that a quorum 
of the Senate is assembled, and that the Senate is 
ready to proceed to business. : 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, . 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed, to join 
such committee as may be appointed on the part 
of the House of Representatives, to wait on the 


President of the United States, and inform him | 


that a quorum of the two Houses of Congress is 
assembled, and ready to receive any communica- 
tion he may be pleased to make. 

Messrs. GRUNDY and SWIFT were appointed 
the committee on the, part of the Senate. 

The Secretary {of the Senate laid before that 
body a statement of its contingent expenses for the 
year 1836, which, on motion of Mr. KING of Ala- 
ma, was ordered to lie on the table. 

“On motion of Mr. LINN, 

Ordered, That the Secretary furnish the Sena- 
tors with such newspapers as they may select, 
equal to the price of three daily papers. 

“The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
the following letter of Walter Lowrie, Esq. Secre- 
tary: 

a Wasarxeroy, Dec. 5, 1836. 

Six: l herewith resign the cice of Secretary of 
the Senate of the United States. 

Having so long possessed the confidence of the 
Senate, and enjoyed such continued friendly 


i 


NGRESSIONAL 


s 


GLOBE. 


——— WEEKLY — 
MONDAY, DECEMRER 12, 1836. 


PRICE $1 PER SESSION. 


intercourse with its members, itis with feelings of 
deep and painful sensibility I now separate from 
them; and these feelings are greatly increased 
when f reflect on the courtesy and kindness I have 
received from yourself, as the presiding officer of 


fidence and friendship which have for so many 
years subsisted between us. B . 

No length of time or change of circumstances 
will ever efface from my mind the recoliections 
growing out ofall these associations; and T shail 
always rejoice to hear of your prosperity and hap- 
piness, and of that of every member of the Senate. 

(Signed) WALTER LOWRIE. 
To Hon, Martin Vans BUREN, 
‘Vice President of the United States, 
and President of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, 

Ordered, That Lrwis H. Macary, Esq. be ap- 
pointed Secretary until the Senate shall think pro-. 
per to go into an election for a Secretary. 

On motion of Mr. WALL, 

Ordered, That the Senate proceed to elect a 
Committee of Accounts. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, moved that the Vice 
President appoint the committee; which was 
agreed to nem. eon. Whereupon Messrs, Me- 
KEAN, TOMLINSON, and HENDRICKS were 
appointed. 

W: S.. Fraxxury, Esq. Clerk of the House of 
Representatives, informed the Senate that a quo- 
rum of that body had assembled, and were ready 
to proceed to business; and that it had apoint- 
ed a committee to join the one appointed by 
the Senate to wait on the President, and jn- 
form him that Congress was ready to receive any 
communication he may wish to make. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, 

The. Senate adjourned until to-morrow at 12 
o’clock, M. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mornay, December 5, 1836. 

This being the day set apart by the Constitution 
of the United States for the annual meeting of 
Congress; the Spraxxr called the House to order 
at 12 o'clock M. 

The roll was then called over by States, when 
the following members answered to their names: 
Marne. 

Leonard Jarvis, 
Gorham Parks, 
Francis O. J. Smith. 


Jeremiah Bailey, 
George Evans, 
John Fairfield, 
Joseph Hall, 
New HAMPSHIRE. 
Benning M. Bean, Franklin Pierce, 
Robert Burns, Joseph Wecks. 
Samuel Cushman, 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Jobn Quincy Adams, Abbott Lawrence, 
George N. Briggs, Levi Lincoln, 
William B. Calhoun, Stephen C. Phillips, 
Caleb Cushing, John Reed. 
Samuei Hoar, 
CONNECTICUT. 

Isaac Toucey, 

Thòmas T. Whittlesey. 


Raone IsLANs. 
Dutee J. Pearce. 
VERMONT. i 
Henry F. Janes, 
William Slade. 


Elisha Haley, 
Lanselot Phelps, 


Heman Allen, 
Horace Everett, 
Hiland Hall, 
New Yous. 

George W. Lay, 


ze] Barton 
peda ‘ Gideon Lee, 


Abraham Bockee, 
Matthias J. Bovee, Joshua Lee, 

John W. Brown, Stephen B. Leonard, 
Churchill C.Cambreleng, Thomas C. Love, 
Graham H. Chapin, Abijah Mann, jr. 
Timothy Childs, William Mason, 
Joba Cramer, John McKeon, 


the Senate, and on the uniform and unbroken con- . 


f Joseph Johnson, 


Dudley Farlin, 
Wiliam K. Fuller, 
Ransom H. Gilet, 
Francis Granger, 
Gideon Hard, 
Abner Hazeitine, - 
Hiram P. Hunt, 
Abel Huntingdon, 


David Russell, -=+ 
.William Seymour, 
Nicholas Sickles, 
William Taylory: . 

Joel Turvill; 

Aaron Vatiderpoel 
Aaron Ward, eo So: 


Gerritt Y. Lansing, Daniel Wardwell. 

l Naw Jersey. Sewa 
Thomas Lee, William N. Shinn. 

PENNSYLVANIA. ae 

Joseph B. Anthony, — Joseph. Henderson, 
Michael W. Ash, John Klingensmith, 
Andrew Buchanan, Henry Logan, 
George Chambers, . Job Mann, — 


William Clark, 
John Galbraith, ` 
James Harper, 
Samuel S. Harrison, 


Thomas M. T: McKennan 
Henry A. Muhlenberg, © 
David Potts, ? 
David D, Wagener., 
DELAWARE., | T 
John J. Milligan. 
MARYLAND. . : il 
Benjamin C. Howard, Francis Thomas, oy. 
Isaac McKim, James Turner,! 0 0) 
John N. Steele, George C. Washington. ` 
- Vineinta. 
James M. H. Beale, Edward Lucas, 
James W. Bouldin, William McComas, 
Natbariel IH. Claiborne, Charles F. Mercer, 
Walter Coles, . William S, Morgan, 
Robert Craig,’ John M. Patton, =° * 
James Garland, John Taliaferro, 
Henry A. Wise. 
George Loyall, E 
Nonra CAROLINA. n 
Jesse A. Bynùm, Ebenezer Pettigrew, |. 


Henry W. Connor, Willam B. Shepard, 
Edmund Deberry, Augustine H. Shepperã, 
Micejah T. Hawkins, Lewis Williams. ` 


James J. McKay, 
. Sourn CAROLINA. 
William I. Grayson, — Henry L. Pinckney.. 
Gzorata. ' 
Jabez Jackson, 
George W. Owens. 
KENTUCKY., 
James Harlan, 
Albert G. Hawes, 


Seaton Grantland, 
Charies E, Haynes, 


Chiltan Allan, 
Lynn Boyd, 


John Calhoon, Richard M. Johnson, 
John Chambers, Joseph R. Underwood, 
Richard French, John White, _ 
William J. Graves, Sherrod Williams. 
Benjamin Hardin, 

TENNESSEE. 
John Bell, Luke Lea, 
Samuel Bunch, Abram P. Maury,} 
William B. Carter, Balie Peyton; 


“James K, Polk, Speaker, 
Ebénezer J. Shields, 
James Standefer. 


William ©. Dunlap, 
John B. Forester, 
Adam Huntsman, 
Cave Johnson, 
ORIO. 
William Patterson, 
Jonatban Sloane, 
David Spangler, 
` John Thomson, 
Samuel F. Vinton, 
Taylor Webster, 
Elisha Whittlesey. 


William K. Bond, 
John Chaney, 
Thomas Corwiny 
Joseph H. Crane, 
Thomas L. Hamer, 
Benjamin Jones, 
Sampson Mason, 
Jeremiah McLene, 


Levisrawa. _ 
Henry Johnson, -Eleazer W. Ripley. 
INDIANA. i 
Ratcliff Boon Amos Lane, 
John Carr, , ‘Jonathon M’Carty, 
John W- Davis, : . 
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. . MPssrgsipPt. |. 
John F, H. Claiborne. 


ILLINOIS. 
John Reynolds. 
ALABAMA. 
Reuben Chapman, Joab Lawler. 
: l TERRITORIES. 


Joseph M. White, Delegate from Florida. _ 
George W. Jones, Delegate from Wisconsin. 


The following gentlemea severally appeared, 
were qualified, and took their seats: 

From Connectica:—ORRIN HOLT; 

From New York-—-RUTGEB B. 
JOHN YOUNG; > 

From Pennsylvania—JAMES BLACK, JOHN 
J. PIERSON; 

From New Jersey—WILLIAM CHETWOOD; 

From North Carolina—J AMES GRAHAM; 

From Arkansas— ARCHIBALD YELL. 

A quorum being found in attendance, the 
House proceeded to business. 

On motion of Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, 
a committee of two was appointed, in con- 
junction with such committee as might be ap- 
pointed on the part of the Senate, to wait upon 
the President of the United States, and inform him 
that the two Houses cf Congress had convened, 
and were ready to receive any message which he 
might be pleased to make. 

A message was received from the Senate, in- 
forming the House thal a quoram had appeared, 
an i that they were now ready to proceed to busi- 
ness. 

Mr. WHITTLUSE.Y, of Ohio, moved th.t the 
Standing Committees of the House be now ap- 
pointed. 

Mr. BOON observed that it had been usual not 
to appoint the committees until Thursday, and 
hoped the gentle man’s motion would be so modi- 
fied. = 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, hoped the gen- 
tleman from Indiana would not oppose the motion, 
He was aware that it had been usual not to ap- 
point the committees until near the clase of the 
week, but he saw no reason why they should be 
s0 postponed. He believed it might be proper to 
delay the appointment some days at the com- 
mencement of a new Congress, so that the 
Speaker might become acquainted with the new 
members; but at present it was not necessary to 
do so, inasmuch as the Speaker was as well pre- 
pared to make the appointment now as be would 
be some days hence. 

Mr. BOON said it was not his intention to 
throw any obstacles in the way of the gentleman’s 
motion, but it was ascertained that there were not 
more than 376 members in attendance, snd he 
hoped the epnointment would not be made until 
the House was more full than at present. He 
moved to postpone the appointment of committees 
until Thursday next, 

Mr, MERCER ihen moved that the committees 
be apponted on to-morrow, and that those mem- 
bers who were absent would be consičercd as in 
attendance, and be appointed on the committees. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY called for the yeas and 
nays on the motion to postpone until Vhursday 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 33, nays 148, 
Lost. ` a 

Mr. MERCER then withdrew so much of his 
motion as proposed to Ppos'pone the further con- 
sideration ot ths order until to-morrow, and re- 
newed that part of it proposing that members of 
the House should not be disqualifisd from beine 
appointed on standing committees on account of 
absences ' : 

Mr. WARDWELL renewed the motion to pest- 
pone tilto morrow, which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. MANN, of New York, it was 
ordered that the daily hour of meeting, until 
viherwise directed, should be 12 o'clock. 


Zadok ‘Casey, : 


MILLER, 


, On motion of Mr. WARDWELL, the usual or- 


fier in reference to the supply of newspapers for 

the members during the present Session, was 

agreed to. 7 
On motion of Mr. MANN of New York, 
The House then.adjourned, 


= 


j 


yesterday, in conjunction with a similar committee 


| as far as the resources of the 


IN SENATE, l 
Tursa, December 6, 1836. ' 
‘Mr. GRUNDY, from the committe appointed 


from the House of Representatives, to wait oa the |; 
President of the United States, and inform him’ 
that a quorum of each House was in attendance, 
and that they were prepared to receive any com- 
munication he might be pleased to mike, reported 
that they had performed. that duty, and that the 
President had informed them that he would send 
a communication in'writing to each House at 12 
o’clock this day, ` ; 

The following message was received from the 
President of the United States, by the hands of 
Anprew Jackson, Jr. Baq. his private Secretary. |; 
Fellow Citizens of the Senate | 

and House of Repr: sentatives: 
` Addressing to you the lust annual message I 
shall ever present to the Congress of the United 
States, it is a source of the most heartfelt satis- 
faction to be able to congratulate yeu on the high 
state ef prosperity which our beloved country || 


| 


has attained; with no caus’s at home or abroad 
to lessen the confidence with which we lvok to 
the future for continuing prvofs of the capacity 
of our free institutions to produce-all the fruits of 
good Government, the general condition of our 
affairs may well excite our national pride. i 

I cannot avoid congratulating you and my coun- | 
try, particularly, on the success of the efforts mace 
during my administration by the Executive and | 
Legis'ature, in conformity with the sincere, con- 
stant and earnest desire of the peop!e, to main- |} 
tain peace, and establish cordial relations with all 
foreign powers. Our gratitude is dne to the Su- 
preme Ruler of the Universe, and E invite yeu to 
unite with me in offering to Him fervent suppli- 
cation, that his providentisl care may ever be ex- 
tended to those who follow us, enabling them to | 
avoid the dangers and the horrors of war, consis- 
tently with a just and indispensable regard to the 
rights and honor of our ccuntry. But, although 
the present state of our foreign affairs, standing, 
without important change, as they d'd when you 
separated in July last, is flattering in the extreme, I 
regret to say, that many questions of an inieresting 
character at issue with other powers, are yet un- 
adjusted. Amongst the most preminent of these 
is that of our Northeastern Boundary. With aa 
undiminished confid: nce in the sincere desire of 
his Britannic Majesty’s Government to adjust that 
question, Lam not yet in. possession of the pre- 
cise grounds upon which it proposes a satisfactory 
adjustment. 

With France our diplomatic relations have been 
resumed, and under circumstances which attest 
the disposition of both Governments to preserve 
a mutually beneficial intercourse, and foster those 
amicable feelings which are so strongly required 
by the true interests of the two countries. With 
Russia, Austria, Prussia, Naples, Sweden, and 
Denmark, the best understanding exists, and our 
commercial intercourse is gradually expanding itself 
with them. It is encouraged in all these countries, 
exceptiNaples, by their mutually advantageous 
and liberal treaty stipulations with us. . 

The claims of our citizens on Portugal are ad- 
mitted to be just, but provision for the payment of 
them has been unfortunately delayed by frequent 
political changes in that kingdom. 

The blessings of peace have not been secured 
by Spain. Our connections with that country are 
on the best footing, with the exception of the-bur- 
dens still imposed upon our commerce with her 
possessions out of Europe. 

The claims of American citizens for losses sus- 
tained at the bombardment of Antwerp have been 
presented to the Governments of Holland and Bel- 
gium, and will be pressed, in due season, to settle- 
ment. 

With Brazil, and all our neighbors of this conti- 
nent, we continue to maintain relations of amity 
and concord, extending our commerce with them 
: h people and the po- 
licy of their Governments will permit. The just 
and long-standing claims of our citizens upon 
some of them, are yet sources of dissatisfaction 
and complaint. ‘No danger is apprehended, how- 


| part, it is proper that we should be, 


ever, that they will nct be peaceably, although 
tardily, acknowledged and paid by all, unless the ir- 


| vitating effect of her struggle with Texas should 


unfortunately make our immediate neighbor, Mex- 
ico, an exception. _ 

It is already known to you, by the correspond- 
ence between the two Governments, communicated 


| at your last session, that our conduct in relation to 


that struggle is regulated by the same principles 
that poverned us in the dispute between Spain and 
Mexica herself, and, I trust, that it will be found, 
on the mest severe scrutiny, that our acts have 
strictly corresponded with our professions. That 
the inhabitants of the United States should feel 
strong prepossessions for the one party is not sur- 
prising. But this circumstance should, of itself, 
teach us great cation, lest it lead us into the 
great error of suffering public policy to be regu- 
lated by partiality or prejudice; and there are con- 
siderations connected with the possible result vf 
this contest between the two parties, of so much 
delicacy and importance to the United States, that 
our character requires that we should neither an- 


; ticipate events, nor attempt to control them. The 


known desire of the Texans to become a part of 
our system, although its gratification depends 
upon the reconcilement of varicus and conflicting 
interests, necessarily a work of time, and uncer- 
tain in itself, is calculated to expose our conduct 
to: misconstruction in the eyes of the world. 


; There arealready those who, indifferent to princi- 


ple themselves, and prone to suspect the want of it 
iv others, charge us with ambitious designs and 
insidious policy. You will perceive, by the 
accompanying documents, that the extraordinary 
mission from Mexico has been terminated, on the 
sole grounds that the obligations of this Government 
to itself and to Mexico, under treaty stipulations, 


į have compelled me to trust a discretionary autho- 
| rity to a high officer of our army, to advance into 


territory claimed as part of Texas, if necessary 
2 protect our own or the neighboring frontier 
vom Indian depredation, In the opinion of the’ 

‘exican functionary who has just left us, the 
nonor of his country will be wounded by Ameri- 
can soldiers entering, with the most amicable avow- 
ed purposes, upon ground from which the follow- 
ers of his Government have been expelled, and 
over which there is at present no certainty of a se- 
rious effort on its part being made to re-establish 
its dominion. The departure of this Minister was 
the more singular, as he was apprised that the suffi- 
ciency of the causes assigned for the advance of 
our troops by the commending General had been 
seriously doubted by me; and that there was every 
reason to suppose that the troops of the United 
States—their commander having had time to ascer- 
tain the truth or falsehood of the information upon 
which they had been marched to Nacogdoches 
would be either there in perfect accordance with 
the principles admitted to be just in his conference 
with the Secretary ot State, by the Mexican Minis- 
ter himself, or were already withdrawn in conse- 
quence of the impressive warnings their command- 
ing officer had received from the Department of 
War. Itis hoped and believed that his Govern- 
ment will take a more dispassionate andjust view 
of this subject, and not be disposed to construe a 
measure of justitiable precaution, made necessary 
by its known inability, in execution of the stipula- 
tions of our treaty, to act upon the frontier, into an 
encroachment upon its rights, or a stain upon its | 
honor. 
| In the mean time, the ancient complaints of in- 
justice, made on behalf of our citizens, are disre- 
garded, and new causes of dissatisfaction have 
arisen, some of them of a character requiring 
prompt remonstrance, and ample and immediate 
redress. I trust, however, by tempering firmness 
with courtesy, and acting with great forbearance 
upon every incident that has eccurred, or that may 
happen, to do and to obtain justice, and thus avoid 
the necessity ofagain bringing this subject to the 
view of Congress. 

Itis my duty to remind you, that no provision 
has been made to exéente our treaty with Mexico 
for tracing the boundary line between the two 
countries. Whatever may be the prospect of: 
Mexico being soon able to execute the treaty on its 


in anticipa-` 


tion, prepared at all times to performour obli- 
` gations,without regard to the probable condition 

of those with whom we have contracted. them. 

The result of the confidential inquiries made 
into the condition and prospects of the newly de- 
clared Texan Government, will be communicated 
to you in the course of the session. 

Commercial treaties, promising great advantages 
to our enterprising merchants.and navigators, have 
been formed with the distant Governments of 
“Muscat and Siam. The ratifications have been 
exchanged, but hive not reached the Depart- 
ment of State; ¢opies of the treaties will be trans- 
mitted to you, if received before, or published, 
if arriving after, the close of the present session 
of Congress. ; ` 

Nothing has occurred to interrupt the good 
understanding that has long existed with the 
Barbary Powers, nor to check the good will which 
is gradually growing up in our intercourse with 
the dominions of the Government ot the distin- 
guished Chief of the Ottoman Empire. - i 

Information has been received at the Depart- 
ment of State that a treaty with the Emperor of 
Morocco has just been negotiated, which, I hope, 

. will be received in time to. be laid before the 
Senate previous to the close of the session. 

You will perceive, from the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, that the financial means of 
the country continue to keep pace with its im- 
provement in all other respects. The receipts 
into the Treasury during the present year, will 
amount to about $47,691,898; those from customs 
being estimated at $22,523,151; those from lands at 
about $24,000, 000, and the residue from miscellane- 
-ous sources; The expenditures for all objects 
during the year, are estimated not to exceed 
$32,000,000, which will leave a balance in the 
Treasury for public purposes, on the first day of Ja- 
nuary next, of about $41,723,959. This sum, with 
the’ exception of five nffflions, will be transferred to 
the several States, in accordance with the provi- 
sions of the act regulating the deposites of the pub- 
lic money. .° . 

- The unexpended balances of appropriation, on 
the ist day of January next, are estimated at 
$14,636,062, exceeding by $9,636,062, the amount 
which will be left in the deposite banks, subject 
to the draft of .the Treasurer of the United States, 
after the contemplated transfers to the several 
States are made. If, therefore, the future receipts 
should not be sufficient to meet these outstanding 
and future appropriations, there may be soon a ne- 
cessityto use a portion of the funds deposited with 
. the States. 


+ The consequences apprehended, when the de- 
posite-act of the last session received a reluctant 
approval, have been measurably realized. Though 
an ‘act merely for the deposite of the surplus 
moneys of the United States in the. State Treasu- 
ries, for safe-keeping, until they may be wanted 
for the service of the General Government, it has 
been extensively spoken of as an act to give the 
money tothe several States, and they have been 
advised to use it as a.gift, without regard to the 
Means of refunding it when called for. Such a 
suggestion has doubtless been made without a due 
consideration of the obligation of the deposite act, 
and without a proper attention to the vari- 
ous principles and interests which are affect- 
ed by its It is manifest that the law itself 
cannot sanction. such a suggestion, and that, 
as it now stands, the States have no more au- 
thority te receive and use these deposites without 
intending to return them, than any deposite bank, 
or any individual temporarily charged with the 
safe-keeping or application of the public money, 
would now have for converting the same to their 
private use, without the consent and against the 
will of: the Government But, independently of 
the violation of public faith and moral obligation 
which are involved in this suggestion, when exa- 
mined in reference to the terms of the present de- 
posite act, it is believed that the considerations 
which should govern the future legislation of Con- 
gress on this subject, will be equally conclusive 
ygainst the aloption of any measure recognising 
he principles on which the suggestion has been 
nade, . i 
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Considering the intimate connection of the sub- 
ject with the financial interests ef the country, and 
its great importance in whatever aspect it can be 
viewed, I have bestowed upon it the most anxious 
reflection, and feel it to be my duty to state to 
Congress such thoughts as have occurred to me, 
to aid their deliberation in treating it in the man- 
ner best calculated to conduce to the. common 
good. ` 

The experience of other nations admonished us 
to hasten the extinguishment of the public debt. 
But it will be in van that we have congratulated 
each other upon the disappearance of this evil, if 
we do rot guard against the equally great one of 
promoting the unnecessary accumulation of public 
revenue. No political maxim is better established 
than that which.tells us that an improvident expen- 
diture of money is the parent of profligacy, and 
that no people can hope to perpetuate their li- 
berties who long acquiesce in a policy which 
taxes them for cbjects not necessary to the legi- 
timate aod real wants of their Government. Flat- 
tering as is the condition of our country at the pre- 
sent period, because of its unexampled advance 
in all the steps of social and political improve- 
ment, it cannot be disguised that there is a lurking 
danger already apparentin the neglect of this 


warni og truth, and that the time has arrived’when 
| the representatives of the people should be em- 


ployed in devising some more appropriate remedy 
than now exists, to avert it. 

Uunder our present revenue system, there is 
every probability that there will continue to be a 
surplus beyond the wants of the Government; and 
it has become our duty to decide whether such a 
result be consistent with the true objects of our 
Government. ' 

Should .a surplus be permitted to arcumulate, 
beyond the appropriations, it must be retained in 
the Treasury as it now is, or distributed among 
the peopte or the States. ` 

To retain it in the Treasury, unemployed in 
any way, is impracticable. It is, besides, against 
the genius of our free institutions to lock up in 
vaults the treasure of the nation: 
the people the right of bearing arms, and put 
their weapons of defence in the hands of a stand- 
ing army, would be scarcely more dangerous to 
their liberties than to permit. the Government to 
accumulate immense amounts of treasure beyond 
the supplies necessary to its legitimate wants. 
Such a treasure would doubtless be employed, at 
some time, as it has been in other countries, when 
opportunity tempted ambition. 

To collect it merely for distribution to the 
States, would seem to be highly impolitic, if not 
as dangerous as the proposition to retain it in the 
Treasury. The shortest reflection must satisfy 
every one that to require the people to pay taxes to 
the Government merely that they may be paidback 
again, is sporting with the substantial interests of the 
country, and no system which produces such a result 
can be expected to receive the public countenance. 
Nothing could be gained by it, even if each 
individual who contributed a portion of the tax 
could receive back promptly the same portion. 
But it is apparent that no system of the kind can 
ever be enforced, which will not absorb a conside- 
rable portion of the money, to be distributed in 
silaries and commissions to the agents employed 


in the process, and in the various losses and de- | 


preciations which arise from other causes; and the 
practical effect of such an attempt must ever be 
to burden the people with taxes, not for purposes 
beneficial to them, but to swell the profits of de- 
posite banks, and support a band of useless public 
officers, 

A distribution to the people is impracticable 
and unjust in other respects. It would be taking 
one man’s property and giving it to ancther. Such 
would be the unavoidable result of a rule of 
equality (and none other is spoken of, or would 
be likely to be adopted) inasmuch as there is no 
mode by which the amount of the individual con- 
tributions of our citizens to the public revenue 
canbe ascertained. We know that they contri- 
bute unequally, and a-rule therefore that would- 
distribute to them equally, would be liable to all 
the objections which -apply-to the principle of an 


. 


To take from 


equal division of. property. To maket 
ral Government ‘the instrument of carryi 5 
odious principle -into effect; would be at once to 
destroy the means of its usefulness, and change ; 
the character designed for it by the framers ofthe- 
censtitution. 4 Bae : 
But the more extended and injurion 
quences likely to result from a policy which would | 
collect a. surplus: revenue for the purpose ‘of 
distributing -it, “may. be forcibly illustrated’. 
by an examination of the effects already. pro: 
duced by the present deposite act... This act, al- 
though certainly designed to secure the safe-keep- 
ing of the public revenue, is not entirely free 
in its tendencies from many of the’ objections. 
which apply to this principle of distribution. 
The Government had, without necessity, received 
from the people a large surplus, which, instead of. 
being employed as heretofore, and’ returned to 
them by means of the public expenditure, wassde- 
posited with sundry banks. ‘The banks: proceed: . 
ed to make foans upon this surplus, and thus con- 


. verted it into banking capital; and in this manner it 


has tended to multiply bank charters, and has had. 
a great agency in producing a spirit of wild spec- 
ulation, The possession and use of the property 
out of which this surplus was created, belong. to 
the people; but the: Government has transferred 
its possession to incorvorated banks, whose interest 
and effort it is to make large profits out ofits use. 
This process need only be stated to show. its,ixjus- , 
tice and bad policy. ` aren : 

And the same observations apply to the. infin- 
ence which is produced. by the steps necessary to 
collect, as well as to. distribute such a revenue. 
About three-fifths of all the duties on imports. are 
paid in the city of New. York, but it is obvious. 
that the means to pay those duties are drawn. from, 
every quarter of the Union, . Every citizen in 
every State, who purchases and consumes an artis 
cle which has paid a duty at that port, contributes 
to the accumulating mass.. The surplus collected: 
there must, therefore, be made up’ of moneys or.. 
property withdrawn. from other points and_ other. 
States. Thus the wealth. and business of: every” 
region from which. these surplus funds , $: 
must be to some extent injured, while that-of the 
place where the funds are concentrated, and are 
employed in banking, are proportionably ex» 
tended. But both in making the transfer of the. 
fends. which are first necessary to. pay the duties _ 
and collect the stirplus—and ‘in ‘making :the.,re- 
transfer, which becomes necessary when the time 
arrives for the distribution of that surplus—there 
8 a considerable period when the funds cannot be 
brought into use; and it is manifest that, besides 
the loss inevitable from such an operation, its ten- 
dexrcy is te produce fluctuations in the business of 
the country, which are always productive of spe: 
culation, and detrimental to the interests of regular 
trade. Argument can scarcely be necessary to 
show that a measure of this character ought not to 
receive further legislative encouragement. 

By examining the practical operation of the ratio 
for distribution, adopted in the deposite bill of the 
last session, we shall discover other features, that 
appear equally objectionable. Let it be assumed, 
for the sake of argument, that the surplus moneys 
to be deposited with the States have bien collect- 
ed, and belong to them, in the ratio of their federal 
representative populatioa—an assumption founded 
upon the fact that any deficiencies in our future 
reveriue from impcsts and public lands, must be 
made up by direct taxes, collected from the States 
in that ratio. It is proposed to distribute #he sur- 
plus, say $30,090,000, not according to the ratio in 
which it has been collected and belongs:to the peo: 
ple of the States, but in that of their votes in the i 
colleges of electors of President and“ Vice: Presi- 
dent. : The effect of a distribuon upon that ratio 
is shown by the annexed table, marked A. | 

By an examination of that tab. le, it will be per- 
ceived that in the distrib. tion of a surplus of 
$30,000,000, upon that bas! s, there is @ great de- 
parture from the principl o which: regards repré. 
sentation asthe true measure of taxation: and it . 
will be found that the tendency of that departure 
will be to increase whatever inequalities ‘Have 


bee supposed to attend the operation of qurtade. 


» 


ral system in respect to its bearings upon the dif- 
ferent interests ef the Union. In making the basis 
of représentation the basis of taxation, the framers 
ofthe constitution intended to equalize the bur- 
dens which are necessary to support the Govern- 
ment; and the adoption of that ratio, while it ac- 
complished this object, was dlso the means of ad- 
justing other great topics arising out of the- con- 
flicting views respecting the political equality of 
the various members of the eonfederacy. What- 
` evét therefore disturbs the liberal spirit of the 
eempromises which established a rule of taxation 
so just and equitable, and which experience has 
proved to be so well adapted to the genius and 
habits of our people, should be received with the 
‘greatest caution and distrust. ; 

A bare inspection, in the annexed table, of the 
differences produced by the ratio used in the de- 
posite act, compared with the results of a distribu- 
tion according to the ratio of direct taxation, must 
satisfy evety unprejudiced mind, that the former 
ratio contravenes the spirit of the constitution, and 
produces a degree of injustice in the operation of 
the Federal Government which would be fatal to 
the hope of perpetuating it. By the ratio of direct 
taxation, for example, the State of Delaware, in the 
collection of $30,000,900 of revenue, would pay in- 
tothe Treasury $188,716: and in a distribution of 
$30,000,000 she woeld receive back from the 

` Government, according to the ratio of the depo- 
site bill, the sum of $306,122: and similar results 
would follow the comparison between the small 
and the large States throughout the Un'on; thus 
realizing to the ‘small States an advantage whith 
would be doubtless as unaceeptable to them as a 
motive for incorporating the principle in any sys- 
tem which would produce it, as it would be incon. 
sistent with the mghts and expectations of the large 
States. It was certainty the intention of that pro- 
vision of the constitution which declares that ‘all 
duties, imposts and excises” shall “be un form 
throughout the United States,” to make the bar- 
dens of taxation fall equally upon the people in 
whatever State of the Union they may reside. But 
what would be the value of such an uniform rule 
if the moneys raised by it sould be immediately 
returned by a different one which will give to the 
peéaple of some States much more, and to those of 
others much less, than their fair proportions? Were 
the Federal Government to exempt, in express 
terms, the imports, products, and mannfactures of 
some portions of the country from all duties, while 
it imposed heavy-ones on othées, the injustice could 
not be greater. It would be easy to show how, 
by the operatim of such a principle, the latge 
States of the Union would not only have to con- 
tribute their just shore towards the support of the 
Federal Government, but also bave to bear in 
some degree the taxes necessary to support the 
Governments of their endller sisterssbut it Is deem- 
ed unnecessary to state the details where the ge- 
neral principle is so obvious. 

A system lable to such objections can ne- 
ver be supposed to have been sanctioned by 
the framers of the constitution, when they con- 
ferred un Congress the taxing power: and I 
feel persuoded that a mature examination of 
the subject will satisiy every one that there we 
insurmountable difficulties in the operation of 
any plui whieh cin be devised of collecting reve- 
nue for the purpose of distributing it. Congress 

is only authorized to levy taxes “7o pay the debts 
and provide fur the common defence end general wel 
Jore of the United Slates?” There is no such pro 
vision as would autorize Congress to collect to- 
gether the property of the country, under the name 
of revenue, for the purpose of dividing it equally 
or unequally among the States or the people. In. 
deed, it is not probable that such an idea ever oc- 
curred to the States when they adopted the consti- 
tution. But, however this may be, the only safe 
rule for us in interpreting the powers granted to 
the Federal Government, is to regard the absence 
of espress authority to touch a subject so impor- 
tant and delicate as this is, as equivalent to a prohi- 


N 


bition. ; 


Even if our powérs were less doubtful in this 
respect, as the constitution now stands, there are 
considerations afforded by recent experience, which 


ah tn ei Se i not antag io 


-the limits of a just economy. 
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would seem to make it our duty to avoid a resort 
to such a system, Re ene 

‘All will admit that the simplic ty and economy 
of the State Governm:-nts, mainly depend on the 
fact that money has to be supplied to support 


_them by the same men, or their agen‘s, who vote 


iC away in appropriations. Hence, when there are 
extravagant «nd wasteful appropriations, there 
must be a corresponding increase cf taxes: and the 
people, becoming awakened, will necessar:ly seru 
tin'se the character of measures which thus increase 
their burdens. By the watchful cye of self- 
interest, the agents of the people in the State 
Governments are repressed, and kept within 
Bat if the 
necessity of levying the taxes be taken from 
those who make the appropriations, and thrown 
upona more distant and less responsible set of 
public agents, who have power to approach the 
people by an indirect and stealthy taxation, there 
is reason to fear that prodigality will soon super- 
sede those characteristics which have thus far made 
us look with so much pride and confidence to the 
State Governments, as the main stay of our Union 
and liberties. The State Legislatures, instead of 
studying to restrict their State expenditures to 
the smallest possible sum, will claim credit for their 
profusion, and harrass the General Government 
for increased supplies. Practically, there would 
soon be but one taxing power, and that vested in 
a body of men far removed from the people, in 
which the farming and mechanic interests would 
scarcely be represented. The States would 
gradually lose their purity as well as their 
independence; they would not dare to murmur at 
the proceedings of the General Government, lest 
they should lose their supplies; all world be 
merged in a practical consolidatiow, cemented by 
wide-spread corruption, which could only be 
eradicated by one of those bloody revolutions 
whic 1 éecasionally overthrow the despotic sys- 
tems of the old world. 

In all the other aspects in which I have been 
able to look at the effect of sach a principle of 
distribution upon the best interests of the country, 
I can gee nothing tu compensate for the disadvan 
tages to which I have adverted. IF we consider 
the protective duties, which are, in a great degree, 
the source of the surplus revenue, beneficial to one 
section of the Union, and prejudicial to another, 
there is no corrective for the evil in sucha plan of 
distribution. On the contrary, there is reason to 
fear that all the complaints which have sprung 
from this cause would be aggravated. Every one 
must be sensible that a distribution ofthe surplus 
must. beget a disposition to cherish the means 
which create it; and any system, therefore, into 
which. it enters, must havea powerful tendency to 
increase, rather than dimisish the tanit If it were 
evea admitted that the advantages of such a sys- 
tem could be made equal to all the sections of the 
Union, the reasons already so urgently calling for 
a reduction of the revenue, would, nevertheless 
lose none of their force; for it will always be impro- 
bable that an intelligent and virtuous community 
can consent to raise a surplus for the mere purpose 
of dividing it, diminished as it must inevitably be 
by the expenses of the various machinery necessary 
to the process. 

The safest and siinplest mode of obviating all the 
difficulties which have been mentioned, is to col- 
lect oniy revenue enough to meet the wants of the 
Government, and let the people keep the balance of 
the property in their own hands, to be used for their 
own profit, Each State will then support its own 
Goverament, and contribute its due share towards 
the support of the Generai Government. There 
would be no surplus to cramp and lessen the re. 
sources of individual wealth and enterprise, and 
the banks would be left to their Grdinary mitans. 
Whatever agitatioas and fluctuations might arise 
from our unfortunate paper system, they could 
never be attributed, justly or unjustly, to the ac- 
tion of the Federal Government. There would 
be some guaranty that the spirit of wiid specula- 
tion, which seeks to convert the surplus revenue 
into banking capital, would be effectually checked, 
and that the seenes of demoralization, which are 
nbw so prevalent through the land, would disap- 
pear, ` : 


Sere niaan a i aa 


Without desiring to conceal that the experience 
and observation of the Jast two years, have ope- 
fated a partial change in my views upon this in- 
teresting subject, it is nevertheless regretted that 
the suggestions made by me in my annual més- 
sages of 1829-and 1880, have been greatly misun- 
derstood. At tbat time, the great struggle was 
begun against that latitudinarian construction of 
the constitution, which authorizes the unlimited’ 
appropriation ofthe revenues of the Union to in. 
ternal improvements within the: States, tending to 
invest in the hands, and place under the control, of 
the General Government, all the principal roads 
and canals of thé country, in violation of State rights, 
andin derogation of State authority. At the same- 
time, the condition of the manufacturing interest 
was such asto create an apprehension that the duties 
on imports could not, without extensive mischief, 
be reduced in season to prevent the accumulation 
of a consideruble surplus after the payment of 
the national debt. In view of the dangers of 
such a surplus, and in preference to its applica- 
tion to internal improvements, in derogation of the 
rights and powers of the States, the suggestion of 
an amendment of the constitution to authorize its: 
distribution was made. It was an alternative for 
what were deemed greater evils—a temporary 
resort to relieve an overburdened Treasury until 
the Government could, without a sudden and de- 
structive revulsion in the business of the country, 
gradually return to the just principle of raising no 
more revenue from the people, in taxes, than is 
necessary for its economical support, Even that 
alternative was not spoken of but in connection 
with an amendment of the constitution. No tem- 
porary inconvenience can justify the exercise of a 
prohibited power, or a power not granted by that 
instrument; and it was from a conviction that the 
power to distribute even a temporary surplus of 
revenue is of that character, that it was suggested 
only in connection with an appeal to the source of all 
legal power in the General Government, the States- 
which have established it. No such appeal hss- 
been taken, and in my opinion a distribution of the 
surplus revenue by Congress, either to the States 
or the people, is to be considered as among the 
prohibitions of the constitution. As already inti. 
mated, my views have undergone a change, so far 
as to be convinced that no alteration of the con- 


‘stitution in this respect is wise or expedient. 


The influence of an accumulating surplus upon 
the legislation of the General Government and the 
States, its effects upon the credit system of the- 
country, producing dangerous extensions and: 
ruinous contractions, fluctuations in the price of 
property, rash speculation, idleness, extravagance, 
and a deterioration of morals, have taught us the 
important lesson, that any transient mischief which 
may attend the reduction of our revenue to the 
wants of our Government, is to be borne in pre- 
ference toan overflowing Treasury. 

L beg leave to call your attention to another 
subject intimately associated with the preceding: 
une—the currency of the country. 

It is apparent, from the whole context of the 
constitution, as weil as the history of the times 
which gave birth to it, that it was the purpose of 
the convention to establish a currency consisting 
of the precious metals. These, from their peculiar 
properties, which rendered them the standard of 
value in all other countries, were adopted in this, 
as well to establ'sh its commercial standard in re- 
ference to foreign countries by a peftmanent rule, 
as to exclude the use of a mutable medium of ex. 
change, such as of certain agricultural commodi- 
ties, recognised by the statutes of some States as a 
tender for debts, or the still more pernicious ex- 
pedient of a paper currency. The last, from 
the experience of the evils of the issues of” 
paper during the revolution, had become so 
justly obnoxious, as not only ta suggest the 
clause in the constitution forbidding the emis- 
sion of bills of credit by the States, but alse to 
produce that vote in the cchvention which nega- 
tived the proposition to grant powcr to Cangresa 
to charter corporations—a Proposition well uns 
derstood at the time, as intended to authorize the 
establishment of a national bank, which was to is- 
sue a currency of bank notes, un a capital to be 
created to some extent out of Government stocks. 


va 


. Although. this proposition was refused by a direct 
vote of the convention, the object was afterwards in 
effect obtained; by its ingenious advocates, through 

-a strained construction of the constitution, The 

debts of the revolution were funded, at prices 
which formed no equivalent compared.with the 
nominal amount of the stock, and ander circum- 
stances which exposed thé motives of some of 
‘those who . participated in the passage of the act 
: to distrust, : : 

The facts that the value of the stock was great- 
ly enhanced by the creation of the bank, that it 
-wag well understood that such would be the case, 

-andithat some.of the advocates of the measure 

were largely benefitted by it, belong to the history 
ofthe times, and are well calculated to diminish 
the respect which might otherwise have been due 
to the action of the Congress which created the 
institution. i 

On. the establishmert of a national bank, it be- 

eame the interest of its cre litors, that gold should 
be superseded by the paper of the bank, asa gen- 
eral currency. A value was- soon attached to the 
-gold coins, which made their exportation to fo 
reign counties, as a mercantile commodity, more 
profitable than their retention and use at home 
-ag money. It followed, as a matter of course, if 
not. designed by those who establised the bank, 
that the bank became, in effect, a substitute for 
the mint of the United States. 

-Such was the origin of a national bank cur- 
rency, and such the beginning of those difficuities 
which now appear in the excessive issues of the 
hanks incorporated by the various Sta es. 

Although it may not be possible, by any legisla- 
tive means within our power, to change at once 
the system which has thus been introduccd, and 
has received the acquiescence of all portions of the 

country, itis certainly our duty to do ali that is 
consistent with our constituiional obligations in 

“preventing the mischiefs which arethreatened by 
ita undue extension. . That the efforts: of the 

; fathers ofour Government to guard, against it by 
:a constitutional provision were fuunded on an inti- 
mate knowledge of the subject, has been fre- 
quently attested by the bitter experience of the 
country, The same causes which led them to re- 
fuse their sanction toa power authorizing the es- 
tablishment of incorporations for banking purposes, 
now exist in a much stronger degree to urge us to 

exert the utmost vigilance in calling into action 
the mens necessary to correct the evils resulting 

. from the unfortunate exercise of the power, and it 
ig to be hoped that the opportunity for effecting 
this. great good, will be improved before the 
country witnesses new scenes of embarrassment 
and distress. 

Wariableness must ever be the characteristic of 

-@-currency, of which the precious metals are not 
the chief ingredient, cr which can be expanded 

-or contracted without regard to the principles 

_ that regulate the yalue of those metals as a stand- 
and in the general trade of the world. With us 
bank issues constitute such a currency, and must 
eyer do so until they are made dependent on 
those just proportions of. gold and silver, as a cir- 

culating medium, which experience has proved to 
be necessary, not only in this, but in all other com- 
mercial countries. Where those proportions are 

_ not infused into the circulation, and do not control 
it, itis manifest that prices must vary according to 
the tide of bank issues, and the value and stability 
of property mu.t stand expgsed to all the uncer- 
tainty which attends the administration of institu- 
tions that are constantly liable to the temptation 
of an interest distinct from that ef the community 
in which they are established, 

The progress of an expansion, or rather a de- 


. preciation of. the currency, by excessive bank 


issues, is always attended by a loss to the laboring 
„classes. This portion of tae community -have net 
ther time nor opportunity to watch the ebbs and 
: flows of the money market. Ergeged irom day to 
day in their useful toils, they do not perceive that 
although their wages are nominally the same, or 
even somewhat higher, they ar greatly reduced 
infact by the rapid increase of a spurious currency, 
which, asit appearsto make money hound, they 
are at first inclined to consider a blessing. Tt is 
notse with the speculator, by whom this opera- 
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tion is better understood, and is made tò contri- 
bute to bis advantsge. tis not until the prices of 
the necessaries of fife become so. dear that the 
laboring classes cannot supply their: wants 
out of their wages, that the wages rise, and 
gradually reach a justly proportioned rate ta 
that of the products of their labor. When 
thus by the depreciation in consequence of the 
‘quantity of paper in circulation, wages as well as 
prices become exorbitant, it is soon found that 
the wkole effect of the adulteration is a tariff on 
our home industry for the benefit of the countries 
where gold-and silver circulate, and maintain uni- 
formity and moderation in prices. It is then per- 
ceived that the enhancement of the price of land 


and labor produces a corresponding increase in | 


the price of products, until these products do not 
sustain a competition with similar ones in other 
countries; ani thus both manufactured and agri- 
cultural productions cease to bear exportation 
from the country ofthe spurious currency, because 
they cannot be sold for cost. fhis is the process 
by which specie is banished by the paper of the 
banks. Their vaults are soon exhausted to pay 
for foreign commodities; the next step isa stop- 
page of specie payment; a total degradation of 
paper asa currency; unusual depression of prices; 
the rum of debtors, and the accumulation of pro- 
perty.in the hands of creditors and cautious ca- 
pitalists. : 


It was in view cf these evils, together with the 
dangerous power wielded by the Bank of the 


United States, and its repgnance to our constitu-- 


tion, that I was induced to exert the power con- 
ferred upon me by the American peopl, to pre- 
vent the continuance of that institution But, 
although various dangers to our republican insti- 
tutions have been obviated ‘by the failure of that- 
bank to extort from the Government a renewsl 
of its charter, it is obvious that Jittle has 
been accomplished, except a salutary change of 
public opinien, towards restoring to the coun- 
try the sound currency provided for in the’ con- 
stitution. In the acts of several of the States 
prohibiting the circulation of small notes, and 
the auxiliary enactments of Congress at the 
last session forbidding their reception or payment 
on public account, the true policy of the country’ 
has been advanced, and a larger portion ofthe pre- 
cious metals infused into our circulating medium. 
These measures will probably be followed up, in 
due time, by the enactment of state laws banishe 
ing from circalation bank notes of still highe 
denominations; and the object may be materially 
promoted by further acts of Congtess, fordidding 
the employment, as fiacal agents, of such banks as 
continue to issue notes of low denominations, and 
throw impediments in the way of the circulation 
of gold and silver. 


The effects of an extension of bank credits and 
over issues of bank paper, have been strikingly 
illustrated in the sales of the public lands. 
the returns made by the various Registers and Re- 
ceivers in the early part of last summer, it was 
perceived tiat the receipts arising from the sales 
of the public lands were increasing to an unprece- 
dented amount. In effect, however, these re- 
ccipts amounted to nothing more than credits in 
bank. The banks lent oul their notes to speculators; 
they were paid to the Receivers, and immediately 
returned to the banks, to be lent out again and 


again, being mere instruments to transfer to spe-- 


culators the most valuable public land, and pay- 
the Government by a credit on the books of the 
banks. Those credits on the books of seme of 
the wastera banks, usually called depositis, were 
already greatly beyond their immediate means of 
payment, and were rapidly increasing. Indeed 
each speculation furnished means for another; for 
no sooner had one individual or company paid in 
the notes, than they were immediately lent to 
ancther for a like purpose, and the banks were 
extendiig their business end their issues so large- 
iy, a8 to. alarm ‘considerate men, and render it 
doubdifui whether these bask credits, if permitted 
to accumulate, would ukimately be of the least 
value to the Government. The spirit of expan- 
siun and speculation was not confined to the de- 
posite banks, but pervaded the whole multitude 


From 
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of banks throughout: the: Union, and wa 
rise.to new inst:tutions.to aggravate the- 
The.safety of the public fandan the inte 
the people generally required that these opera 
‘should be. cheeked; and it became the da’ 
every branchof the General and State Goyern 


torship, one of the greatest obstavies tothe advance: 
ment of a new country and the prosperity of an old 
It. has tended to keep. open the public 
lands for entry by emigrants at Governmént prices, 
instead of their bemg compelled to. pdrohage 
of speculators at double or treble prices adit 
is conveying into the interior large sumein silver 
and gold, there to enter permanently into: thecor 
rency of the country, and place it, o Hirmer 
foundation. It is confidently believed: Ahul 
country will find in the motives which induced 
that order, and the happy consequences: which 
will have ensued, much to commend and nothing 
to.condemn. ici Aae 
It remains for Congress, if they approve the 
poliey which dictated this order, to follow. it up in 
its various bearings. Much. gocd, in: my judge 
ment, would be produced by. prohibiting--sales 
of the public lands, except t0. actual settlers. 
at a reasonable reduction. of: price, and to Emit 
the quantity whieh shall be.sold.to thems.. “Als 
though it is believed the General Government 
never ought to receive anything but the:consti- 
tutional currency in exchange. for the public 
lands. that pointewould be of less importance ifthe 
lands were sold for immediate acttiement and culti: 
vation. Indeed, thereis scarcely a mischief arting 
out of our present land system, including the acca. 
mulating surplus of revenie, whieh would not be 
remedied at once by a restriction on land sales to 
actual settlers; and it promises other advan. 
tages to the country in general, and to the new 
States in particular, which cannot fail to. receiva 
the most profound consideration of Congress. +. 
Experience continues to realize the expects 
tions entertained as to the capacity of the State 
Banks to perform the dutigs of fiscal agents for the 
Government, at the time of the removal of the de- 
posites. It was alleged by the advocat s of the 
Bank of the United States that the State banks, 
whatever might be the regulitions of the Treasury 
Department, could not make the transfers requirec 
by the Government, or negotiate the.domesttc ex: 
changes of the country. It is now well ascertain: 
ed that the real domestic exehang<s performed 
through discounts, by the United States Bank an 
its twenty-five branches, were at irast one-thire 
iess than those of the, depovite bar for an equa 
period of time; and if a comparison be ins il 
between the amounts of service rendered by: tite: 
institutions, on the broader basis which has hee: 
used by the advucates of the United States Bank i 
estimating what they consiter the domestic ex 
changes transacied by it, the: result | pit bi 
still more favorable to the deposite banka. 3 
The whols umount of pubiic money transferre: 
by the Bank of the United States in 1832; wa 
16,000,000 The amount transferred amt actu 
ally paid by the deposite banks in the year endic] 
he $t of October last, was $39,319,899; th 
ame ant transferred and. paid between thit penjo 
and the s xth of November, was po 399, 0095 an 
the amount of transfer warranis Outstanding’ 
that day was $14,450,000 ; making an aggre 
gate of $59,168,894... These. enormons ma 
of money. first mentidned have been transferre 
with the greatest prompttade and regulary, aa 


Sa 


the rates at which the exchanges have been negoti- 
ated previously to the passage`of the deposite act, 
were generally below those charged by the Bank 
ofthe United States: Independently of these ser- 
vices, which are far greater. than those rendered 
by the United States Bank, and its twenty five 
branches, a number of the deposite banks have, 
with a commendable zeal to aid in the improve- 
ment.of'the currency, imported from abroad, at 
their own expense, large sums of the precious 
metals, for coinage and circulation. 

“In the same manner have nearly all the predic- 
tions turned out in respect to the effect of the re- 
moval of the deposites-—a step unquestionably 
necessary, to prevent the evils which it was fore- 
seen the bank itself would endeavor to create, ina 
final struggle to procure a renewal of its charter. 
It may be thus, too, in some degree, with the fur- 
ther steps which may be taken to prevent the ex- 
cessive issue of other bank paper; but it is to be 
hoped that nothing will now deter the Federal and 
` State authorities from the firm and vigorous per- 
formance of their duties to themselves and to the 
people in this respect. 

In reducing the revenue to the wants of the 
‘Government, your particular attention is invited to 
those articles which constitute the neccssaries of 
life. The duty on salt was laid as a war tax, and 
was no doubt continued to vssist in providing for 
the payment of the war debt. There is no article 
the release of which irom taxation woud be felt 
so generally and so beneficially. To this may be 
added all kinds of fuel and provisions, Justice and 
benevolence unite in favor of releasing the peor of 
our cities from burdens wh'ch are not necessary 
to the support of our Goverment, and tend only 
to increase the wants of the destitute. 

Tt will. be seen by the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and the accompanying documents, 
that the Bank of the United States has made no 
payment on account of the stock held by the Go- 
verament in that institution, although urged to 
„pay any portion which might suit its convenience, 
and that it bas given no information when psy- 
“ment may he expected. Nor, although repeatedly 
requested, has it furnished the information in re- 
lation to its condition, which Congiess authorized 


the Secretary to collect at their last session; such | 


measures as are within the power of the Execu- 
tive, have been taken to ascertain the value of 
the stock, and procure the payment as carly as 
‘possible. 

The conduct and present condition of that bank, 
and the great amount of capital vested in it by 
the United States, require your careful attention, 
Its charter expired on the 34 day of March last, 
anit has now no power but that piven in the 2tst 
section ‘‘to use the corporate meme, style, and ca- 
pacity, for me aa ae of suits for the final settle- 
ment and liquidation of the affirs and accounts of 
the corporation, ‘and for the sale “and dispo- 
sition of their estate, real, perscnal, and 
mixed, but not for any other purpose, or in 
any other manner whatsocver, nor for a period 
exceeding two years after the expiration of the 
said term of incorporation.” Before the expira- 
tion of the charter, the stockholders of the bank 
obtained an act of incorpora ion from the Legisla- 
ture of Pennsylvania, excluding only tte United 
States. “Instead of proceeding to wind up their 
concerns, and pay over to the United States the 
amount due on account of the stock held by 
them, the president and directors of the old bank 
appear to have transferred the books, papers, 
notes, obligations, and most or all of its properly 
to this new corporation, which entered upon buai- 
ness us a continuation of the old concern, Aimong.t 
other acts of questionable validity, the nutes of the 
expired corporation are known to have been used 
as its own, and. gain put in circulation. ‘That the 
old bank had no right to issue or re-issue its notes af 
ter. the expiration of its charter, cannot be denied, 
and that it could not confer any such rig t on its sub- 
st'tute, any more than exercise it itself, is equally 
plain.. In law and honesty, the notes of the bank 
in circulation, at the expiration of its charter 
should have been cailed in by public edvertisement, 
pail up as presented, and, together with these Si 
hand, canoelled and distroyed. ‘Their re-issue is 
sanctioned by no law, and warranted by no neces. 


| son should permit. 
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sity. IP the United States be responsible in their 
stock for the’ payment of. these notes, their re- 
issue, by the new corporation, for theirown profit, 
is a fraud on the Government. If the United 
States is not responsible, then there is no legal 
responsibility in any quarter, and. it is a fraud on 
the country, They «re the redeemed notes of a 
dissolved partnership, but, contrary to the wishes 
of the retiring partner, and without his consent, 
are again re-issued and circulated. 

It is the high end peculiar duty of Congress to 
decide whether any further legislation be necessary 
for the security of thedarge amount of public pro- 
perty now held and in nse by the new bank, and 
for vindicating the rights of-the Government, and 
compelling a speedy and honest settlement 
with all the creditors of the old bank, pub- 
lic and private, or whether the subject shall 
be left to the power now possessed by the 
Executive and Judiciary. It remains to be 
seen whether the persons, who, as mana- 
gers of the old bank, undertook to control 
the. Gevernment, retained the public dividends, 
shut their doors upon a committee of the House of 
Representatives, and filled the country with panic 
to accomplish their own sinister objects, may now, 
as managers of a new bank, continue with impunity 
to flood the country with a spurious currency, use 
the seven millions of Government. steck for their 
own profit, and refuse to the United States all infor- 
mation.a3 to the present condition of their own 
property, and the prospect of recovering it into 
their own possession. 

The lessons taught by the Bank of the United 
States cannot well be lost upon the American peo- 
ple. They will take care never again to place so 
tremendous a power in irresponsible hands, and it 
will be fortunate if they seriously consider the con- 
sequences which are likely to result on a smaller 
scale from the facility with which corporate pow- 
ers are granted by their State Governments. 

It is believed that the law of the last session 
regulating the deposite banks, operates onerously 
and unjustly upon them in many respects: and it 
is hoped that Congress, on proper representation, 
will adopt the modifications which arə necessary 
to prevent this consequence. 

The report of the Secretary of War ad interim, 
and the accompanying documents, all which are 
herewith laid before you, will give youa full view 
of the diversified and important operations of that 
Department during the past year. 

The military movements rendered necessary by 
the aggressions of the hostile portions of the Sè- 
minole and Creck tribes of Indians, ond by other 
circumstances, have required the active employ- 
ment of nearly our whole regular force, includ ng 
the marine corps, and of large bodies o° militia 
and volunteers. With all these events, so far as 
they were known at the seat of Government be- 
fore the termination of your last sessior, you are 
already acquainted: and it is therefore only need- 
ful in this place to Jay before you a brief summary 
of what has since occurred. 

‘The war with the Seminoles, during the sum- 
mer, was, on our part, ‘chiefly confined to the proc- 
tection of our frontier settlements, from the i: cur- 
sions of the enemy; and asa necessary and import- 
ant means for the accomplishment of that eni, to 
the maintenance of tie posts previously establish- 
ed. Inthe course of this duly, several actions 
took place, in which the bravery and discipline of 
both officers and men were conspicuously display- 
ed, and which I have deemed it proper to notice, 
in respect to the former, by the granting of brevet 
rank for gallant services in the field. But as the 


j force of the Indians was not so far weakened by 


these partial successes, as to lead them to submit, 
an} as th: ir savage inroads were frequently repeat- 
ed, early „measures were taken for plicing at the 
disposal of Governer Call, who, as commander-in- 
chief of the Territorial militia, had been tempo- 
rarily invested with the command, an ample force, 
for the purpose of resuming offensive operations 

in the most efficient manner, so soon as the sea- 
j Major Geneial Jesup was 
also directed on the conclusion of his duties in the 


cena, 


Creek country, to repair to Florida, and assume 
the command, 


The result of the first movement made by the 


forces under. the direction of Governor Call, in 
October last, as detailed in the accompanying pa- 
pers, excited much surprise and disappointment. 
A full explanation has been required of the 
causes which Jed to the failure of that movement, 
but has not yet been received. In the mean time, 
as it was feared that the health of Governor Call, 
who was understood to have suffered much from 
sickness, might not be adequate to the crisis, and 
as ‘Major General Jesup was known to have 
reached Florida, that officer was directed to as- 
sume the command, and to prosecute all needful 
operations with the utmost promptitude and vigor, 
From the force at his disposal, and the dispositions 
he has made and is instructed to make, and from 
the very efficient measures which it is since ascer- 
tained have been taken by Governor Call, there 
is reason to hope that they will soon be enabled 
to reduce the enemy to subjection. In the mean 
time, as you will perceive from the report of the 
Secretary, there is urgent necessity for further 
appropriations to suppress these hostilities. 

Happily for the interests of humanity, the hos- 
tilities with the Creeks were brought to a close 
soon after your adjournment, without that effusion 
of blood which at one time was apprehended as . 
inevitable. The unconditiona! submission of the 
hostile party. was followed by their speedy removal 
to the country assigned them west of the Missis- 
sippi. The inquiry as to alleged frauds in the 
purchase of the reservations of these Indians, and 
the causes of their hostilities, requested, by the re- 
solution of the House of Representatives of the 

lst of July last, to be made by the President, is 
now going on, through the agency of commission- 
ers appointed for that purpose. Their report 
may be expected during your present session. 

The difficulties apprehended in the Cherokee 
country have been prevented, and the peace and 
safety of that region and its vicinity effectually 
secured, by the timely measures taken by the War 

Department, and still continued. 

The discretionary authority given to General 
Gaines to cross the Sabine, and to occupy a posi- 
tion as far west as Nacogdoches, in case he should 
deem such a step necessary to the protection of 
the frontier, and to the fulfilment ef the stipulations 
contained in our treaty with Mexico, and the 
movement subsequently made by that officer, 
have been alluded to in a former part of this mes- 
sage. At the date of the latest intelligence from 
Nacogdoches, our troops were yet at that station; 
but the officer who has succeeded General Gaines 
has recently been advised that, from the facts 
known at the seat of Government, there would 
seem to be no adequate cause for any longer main- 
taining that position; and he was accordingly in- 
structed, in case the troops were noi already 
withdrawn und: r the discretionary powers before 
possessed by him, to give the requisite orders for 
that purpose on the receipt of the instructions, un- 
less he shall then have in his possession such in- 
formation as shall satisfy him that the maintenance 
of the post is essential to the protection of our 
frontiers, and to the due execution of our treaty 
stipulations, as previously explained to him. 

Whilst the necessities existing during the pre- 
sent year, for the service of militia and volunteers, 
have furnished new proofs of the patriotism of 
uur fellow-citizens, they have also strongly illus- 
trated the importance of an increase in the rank 
and file of the regular army, The views of this 
subject submitted by the Secretary of War, in his 
report, meet my entire concurrence; and are ear- 
nestly commended to the deliberate attention of 
Congress. In this connection it is also proper to 
remind you, that the defects in our present militia 
system are every Jay rendered more apparent. The 
duty of making further provision by law for organ. 
izing, arming and disciplining this arm of defence 
kas been so repeat.d presented to Congress by 
myself and my predecessors, that I deem it sufi- 
cient on this occasion to refer to the last annual 
message, and to former Executive communications, 
in which the subject has been diszuss d, : 

It appears from the reports of the officers 
charged with mustering into service the volunteers 
called for under the act of Congress of the last ses- 
sion, that more presented themselyes at the place 
of rendezvous in Tennessee than were sufficient to 


meet the requisition which had. been made by the 
Secretary of War upon the Governor of that 
State. This was occasioned by the omission of the 
Governor to apportion the requisition to the diffe- 

rent regiments of militia, so as to obtain the proper 
number of troops, and no more. It seems but 

just to the patriotic citizens who repaired to 

the general rend: zvous, under circumstances at- 

thorizing them to believe that their services were 

needed, and would be accepted, that thie expenses 
incurred by them while absent from their homes, 
should be paidby the Government. I accordingly 
recommend that a taw to this.effect be passed by 
Congress, giving them a compensation which will 
cever their expenses on the march to and from the 
place of rendezvous, and while there; in connec- 
tion with which, it will also be proper to make 
provision for Such other equitable claims, growing 
out of the service of the militia, as may not be 
embraced in the existing laws. 

Onthe unexpected breaking out of hostilities 
in Florida, Alabama, and Georgia, it became ne- 
cessary, in some cases, to take the property of indi- 
viduals for public use. Prevision should be made 
by law for indemnifying the owners; and I would 
also respectfully suggest whether some provision 

“may not be made, consistently with the principles 

of our Government, for the relief of the sufferers 
by Indian depredations, or by the operations of 
our own troops. 

Ne time was lost afier the making of the requi- 
site appropriations, in resuming the great national 
work of completing the unfinished fortifications on 
eut seaboard, and of placing them in a proper state 
of defence. In consequence, however, of the 
very late day at which those bills were passed, 
but little progress could be made during the 
season which. bas just closed. A very large 
amount of the moneys granted at your last session, 
accordingly, remains unexpended; but as the work 
will be again resumed at the earliest moment in 
the coming spring, the balance of the existing ap- 

roptiations, and in several cases, which. will be 

aid before you with the proper estimates, further 
sums for the like objects, may be usefully expend- 
ed during the next year. 

The recommendations of an increase in the En- 
gineer Corps, and for a reorganization of the To- 
pographical Corps, submitted to you in my last 
annual message, derive additional strength from 
the great embarrassments experienced during the 
present year, in those branches of the service, and 
under which they are now suffering. Several of 
the most important surveys and constructions di- 
rected by recent. laws, have been suspended in 
consequence of the want of adequate ferce in 
these corps. ‘The like observations may be ap- 
plied to the Ordnance corps, and the General 
Staff, the operations of which, as they are now 
organized, must either be frequently interrupted, 
or performed by officers taken from the line of 
the army, to the great prejudice of the service. 

For a general view of the condition of the Mili- 
tary Academy, and of other branches of the mili- 
tary service not already noticed, as well as for ful- 
ler illustrations of those which have been men- 
tioned, I refer you to the accompanying documents 
and among the various proposals covitained therein 
for legislative action, would particularly notice 
the suggestion of the Secretary of War for the 
revision of the pay of the army, as entitled to your 
favorable regard. ` 

The national policy, founded alike in interest and 
in humanity, so long'and so steadily pursued by this 
Government, for the removal of the Indian tribes 
originally settled on this side of the Mississippi, 
to the west of that river, may be s«id to have been 
consummated by the conclusion of the late treaty 
with the Cherokees. The measures taken in the 


execution of that treaty, and in relation to our Tn- | 


dian affuirs generally, will fully appear by refer- 
ring to the accompanying papers. Without dwel- 
ling on the numerous and important topics em- 
braced in them, I again invite your attention to 
the importance of providing a weli-digested and 
comprehensive syste n for the protection, super- 
vision, and impro¥ement of the various tribes now 
planted in the Indiaa country. The suggestions 
submitted by the Commissioner of Indan Affairs, 
and enforced by the Secretary, on this subject, 
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and also’ in regard to the establishment of addi- 
tional military posts in the Iodian country, are en- 
titled to your profound consideration. Both 
measures are necessary for the double pur- 
pose of protecting the Indians from intes- 
tine war, and in other respects complying 
with our engagemcnts to them, and of secur- 
ing our western frontier against 
which otherwise will assuredly be made on 
it. The best hopes of humanity, in regard to tha 
_aborigival race, the welfare of our rapidly extend- 
ing settlements, and the honor ofthe United States, 
are all deeply involved in the relations existing 
between this Government and the emigrating 
tribes. I trust, thereforé, that the various matters 
submitted in the accompanying documents, in re- 
spect to those relations, will receive your early 
and mature deliberstion; and that it may issue in 
the adoption of legislative measures adapted to the 
circumstances, and duties of the present crisis. 

You are referred to the report of the Secretary 
of the Navy for a satislactory view of the opera- 
tions of the department under his charge, during 
the present year, In the. construction of vessels 
at the different navy yards, and in the employ- 
ment of our ships and squadrons atsea, that branch 
of the service has been actively and usefully em- 
ployed. While the situation of our commercial 
interests In the West Indies requited a greater 
number than usual of ermed vessels to be kept on 
that station, it is gratifying to perecive that the 
protection due to our commerce in other quarters 
of the world hes not proved insufficient. Every 
effort has been made to facilitate the equipment of 
the exploring expedition authorized by the act of the 
last session, but all the preparation necessary to ena- 
ble it to sail has not yet been completed. No means 
will be spared by the Government.to fit out the 
expedition on a scale corresponding with the liberal 
appropriation for the purpose, and with the ele- 
vated character of the obiects which are to be ef- 
fected by it. 

I beg leave to renew the recommendation made 
in my last annual message, respecting the enlist- 
ment of boys in our naval service, awl to urge 
upon your attention the necessity of further appro- 
priations to increase the number of ships afloat, and 
to enlarge generally the capacity and force of the 
navy. The increase of our commerce, and our 
position in regard to the other powers of the 
world, will always make it our policy and interest 
to cherish the great naval resources of our country. 

The report of the Postmaster General presents 
a gratifying picture of the condition of -the Post 
Office Department. ls, revenues for the year 
ending the SOth of June last, were $3,398,455 19, 


‘the preceding year of $404,878 53, or more 
than 13 per cent, The expenditures for the same 
year were $2,755.623 76, exhibiting a surplus of 
$642,831 43. ‘rhe Department has been redeemed 
from embarrassment and debt, has accumulated a 
surplus exceed 
largely ex 
to extend, the mail service, and recommends a re- 
duction of postages cqual to about 20 per cent. 
Itis practs ng upon the great principle, which 
should control e branch of our Governmen’, of 
rendering to the public the greatest good possible, 
with the leas! possible taxation to the people. 

ala of postages suggested by the Post- 

i} master General recommends itself, not only by the 

reduction it proposes, but by the simplicity of its 

arrangement, its conformity with the Federal cur- 
rency, and the improvement it will introduce into 
the accounts of the Department and its agents. 

1 Your particular attention is invited to the sub- 

| ject of mail contracis with railroad companies. 

The pre 2 

contracts, aré based upon the presumption that 
competition among bidders will secure the service 
at a fair peice. But on most of the railroad lines, 

i there is no competiton in that kind of transporta- 
Gon, and advertising is therefore useless. No con- 
tract can now be made with them except such as 

shall be negotiated before the time of offering, or 
afterwards, and the power of the Postmaster Ge- 
neral to pay them high prices, is practically with- 
gut limitation. It would be a relief to him, and no 
doubt would conduce to the public interest, to pre- 


showing «n increase cf revenue over that of | 


sent laws, providing for the making of | 


incursions, ` 


E SOE 
seribe, by law, “som. 


“York and Liverpool, or ‘other fore 


-ferent nations, which cannot bút: 


ting half a million of dollars, has j 
dcd, and is preparing still farther | 


such contracts shall rest, i nat by 
fixed rule of allowance. -Uiider a liberat act” of 
that sort he would undotibtedly be able: te: 
the services of most of the raileéad= comp: 
and the interest of the Departmest 
advanced. f aN 
The correspondence between the pe J 
United States and the European nations, ahd par- 
ticularly with the British islands, has: become very 
extensive, and ‘requires the jnterposition of Gon- 
gress to give-it security, No obstacle “isp 
ceived to an interchange of mails ‘between’ 


proposed by.the Postinaster Generals onthe 
trary, it promises, by the security: it will “afford; to 
facilitate commercial transactions, and give rise to 
an enlarged intercourse among’ the people 'of-dif- 

it a happy 
effect. örk. most of 
the correspondence between the Canadas and Eu- 


vinces, ‘ TER AT 

The expediency of providing a fire-proof build. 
ing for the important books and papers-of the Post 
Office Department, is worthy. of neidet ton. 
In the present condition of oari Treasarys itis 
neither necessary nor wise to leave egsential pub- 
lic interests exposed to so much danger, when 
they can so readily be made secure. ‘Phere are 
weighty considerations in the location:of anew 
building for, the Department, in favor of placing 
it: near the other Executive buildings, ; 


the making of a set of weights'« À 
each State in the Unión was added'to the others 
by a joint resolutions , ; oe 
The care and correspondence as tọ all these sub: 
jects have been devolved on the Treasyry Depart 
ment during thë last year. “A special report frome 
the Secretary of the Treasury will soon be com: 
municated to Congress, whieh will show what has 
been accomplished as to the. whole; the number 
and compensation of the persons now employed it 
these duties, and. the progress expected to be 
made during the ensuing year, witha (copy 
of the various corresporidence deemed necessary ti 
throw light on the subjects which seem to requir 
additional legislation Claims have been rac 
for retrospective allowances in behalf of the super 
intendent, and some of his assistants, which» dic 
not feel justified in granting; other. claims hay 
been made for large increases. in Gampensauon 
which, under all the circumstances cf the sévera 
cases I declined making without the express sanc 
tion of Congress.. In order to obtain that sanctior 
the subject w.s'at the Jast session, en my- surges 
tion, and by request of the immediate supere 
tendent, submitted by the Treasury Jepartment t 
the Committee of Commerce of the House ef Rer 
resentatives. But no legislative action having tak 
en place, the early attention of Congress..1s “hor 
invited to the enactment of some express and. de 
tailed provisions in relation to the various chiw 
made for tbe past, and to the compensation anda 
lowancgs deemed proper for the future. A 
It is further respectfully. recommended -tha 
such being thé inconvenience of attention to thes 
duties by the Chief Magistrate, and such:-the gre: 
prercure of business on the Treasury Departmen! 
th. generat supervision of the cuast survey, an 
the completion of the weights and- measures, 
the works are kept united, should be devolved o 
a board of officers, organized specially: for the 
purpose, oF on; the Navy Board attached to: ih 
Navy Department. : ; Renee 
All my experience and reflection confirmeth 
conviction | have:so often expressed to Congres: 


in favor -of an amendment of the constitution, 
which will prevent, in any event, the election of the 
President and Vice President of the United States 
devolving on the House of Representatives and 
the Senate: and I therefore beg leave again to so- 
dicit your attention. to. the subject, There were 
various other suggestions in my last annual. mes- 
sage, not acted upon, particularly. that relating to 
the want.of uniformity in the laws of the District 
of Columbia, that are deemed worthy ef your fa- 
vorable consideration. 

Before concluding this paper, [think ic due to 
the various -Executive Departments to bear 
testimony to their prosperous condition, and to the 
ability and integrity with which thcy bave been 
conducted. It has been my sim to enforce in 
all of them a vigilant and faithful discharge of the 
public business, and it is gratifying to me to be- 
lieve that there is no just cause of complaint from 
any quarter, at the manner in which they have 
fulfilled the objects of their creation. 

‘Having now. finished the cbservations deemed 
proper on this, the last occasion 1 shali have of 
communicating with the two Houses of Congress 
at their meeting, cannot omit an expression of 
the gratitude which is due to the greut body of 
my tellow-citizens, in whose partiality and indul- 
gence T have found encouragement and support ia 
the many difficult ant trying scenes through which 
it bas been my lot to pass during my public 
careen Though decply scnsible that my ex- 
ertions have not been crowned with a success 
corresponding to the degree of favor bestowed 
upon me, I am sure that they will be con- 
sidered.as having been directed by an earnest 
desire to promote the good of my country; and 
I am consoled by the persuasion thar whatever 
errora have been committed will Gai a cor. 
rective in the intelligence und patriotisi of those 
who will aueceed us. All that has occurred 
during my administration is calculated to inspire 
me with increased confidence in the stability of 
our institutions; and should {be spared to enter 
upon that retirement which is so suitable to my age 
and infirm health, and so much desired by ime jn 
other respects, I shall not cease to jnvoke that 
beneficent Being to whose providence we are 
-already so signally indebted for the continuavce of 
his blessings on our beloved country. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 


836, 
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On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, it wəs, - - 
‘Ordered, Thst five thousand copies of the. mes- 
sage, and one thouand five hundred copies of the 
accompanying documents, be printed for the use of 
the Senate. i 

The VICE PRESIDENT Haid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, being the annual repost on the state of 
the Finances; | : ‘ 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, transmitting the annual Teppet of the 
Commissioner of the Generali Land Office, show- 
ing the operations of that office during the past 
year; which were laid. on the table, and one thou- 
sand five hundred extra copies ordered to be 
prin‘ed. 

Mr. KENT rose and said: 

Mr. President: Yonder vacant seat, heretofore 
so ably and so faithfully filled, but too significantly 
indicates the object of my addressing you at this 
time. i 

I rise, sir, for the purpose of announcing to you 
and to the Senate, the melancholy intelligence of 
the death of my very worthy and excellent col- 
league, the late R. H. Gorpssoxoven. He de- 
parted this life during the late recess, after a short 
illness, in the midst cf his usefulness, and ata pe- 
riod when we shouldjhave been justifiable in al- 
lotting to him many years of vigorous health. 

But few individuals have occupied a greater 
space in public estimation in his native State than 
Mr. Golusborough. He, filled, from an early pe- 
riod of his life, with no incunsiderable degree ef 
reputation, varions public stations, and was twice 
elected te a seat in this body. Possessing the ad- 
vantages of a liberal education, which had been 
well improved, with the most polished address, he 
was ever found a ready and efficient debater, re- 
markable for his courtesy and politeness. He may 
be jruly said to have been “a man of manners and 


i of letters too,” 


Mr. Gollsborough’s exertions for the benefit of 
his fellow men were not confined to public Ife, — 
He was prominent as an agriculturist, making 
frequent and judicious experiments, enforcir £ 
bis views by many able essays, thereby directing 
the attention of the agriculturist to such objects as 


were calculated to ameliorate and improve the 
condition of his exhausted lands, Truly exempia- 
ty in all the relations of private life, as a friend, 
et a and in the domestic circle, he was unri- 
Varied, 


i 


Pe (Table referred to in the Meevage. 


Statement of distrilution of no plus revenue of $30,000,000 among the several Slates, agreeably to the 


number of Electoral votes for kresident, 
representative population, 
of 1830, 


Representative 


Blesior'if Shave according iShare according 


and according to the Constitutional mude of dirce! taxation by 
and lhe differences arising from those lwo modes of distribution, as per census 


r aai | i 


Diference in fa- | Difference in th. 


poputaiion. YOUN, | to system ol di- ito Electoral vote! voe of direct] vor-of ele toral 
| reci taxation, tax mode. vote moda, 
E Ne S Seneestenatentend Eontemmenemetememeneeet eel | eacee 
Maine, 399,454 | 10i 999,371 | 1,020,408 l 21,037 
New Hampshire, 269,327 | 7, 673,813] 714,286 i 40,473 
Massachusetta, Sts40B } ldi 1,527,144) 1,428371 93,573 | f 
Rhode Island, 97192 | al 243,159 | "408,163 165,004 
Connecticut, i 297,665 Bo 744,711 : 816,397 i 71616 
Vermont, 280,552 |© 3i  TOZM7 I 714,286 i 12,139 
New York, . 191858 | 42) 4,769,978 4,285714 514,264 | i 
New Jersey, 319,921; =! 89083921 81627 ! 15,935 
Pennsylvania 1,348,072 | S0! 3,872662 | 3,061,225 311,437 | $ 
Delaware, 75,451 | 3i 188,716 506,122 | 117,406 
Maryland, 405,842 | ICi 1,015,352! 1,020408 : 5/0356 
Virginia, 1,023,502 | 23! 2,564,640 | 2,346,939 218,701 | i 
North Carolin:, 639,747 | 15; 1,600.546 | 1,530,612 | 69,934 | 
South Carolina, 455,025 | Jilo 1,138,400 | 1,199,449 15,051 ` 
Georgis, | 429,811 | Hf 1,675,519: 1,129,449 | : 47,13 
Alabama, 262,57 | = 7) "656,751; 714286 i $7535 
Mississippi, 110,357 | 4i -276.096 408,163 | 132.067 
Louisiana, 171,904; 5] 430,076) 510204 | £6,198 
Tennessee, i 625,253 13! 1,564,309! 1,530,612 | 35,697 | Te 
Ke-tucky, 621.832 | 15) 1555,725; 1530612. 85145 
Ohio, 907.901 | 21; 2,546479 | 2,142858 | 203,621 | 
Indiana, i = 843,030 | 8 | 858,206) 918'368 eas 60,162 
Ilinois, 157,146 5!) 893,158! 51024 | 117,050- 
Missouri, 130,419 | 4) 526,288 | 408163 | bias 
Arkansas, 28557 | S| 714451 306/199 | | 934.677 
Mich giz | 88685) 3j 79182} Sogne] 287,001 
(ce eet a oe ed ee | -- Pees Reed ae 
11,991,168 | 294 | 30,000,000 | $30,000,00 th 2 ,486,29f | g1,42¢ 094 


| 


| 
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To me, personally, his loss is truly afflicting. ~~ 
A severe hoarseness, under which T have labored 
for some time, obliges me to be thus brief. “I beg 
leave to offer the following resolution: i 
Resolved, unanimously, That the membèrs of 
the Senate, from a sincere desire of showing eve- 
ry mark of respect due to the memory of the Hon. 
Rozerr H Gor pssporoven, deceased, late a mem- 
ber thereof, will go into mourning for him one 
month, by the usual mode of wearing crape around 
the left arm. 
On motion of Mr. KENT, 
The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, December 6, 1836, ; 

The Hon. JOHN YOUNG, of N. Y. appeared, 
was qualified, and teok his seat. 

Mr. PEARCE, of R.1. from the joint commit- 
tee appointed ta wait on the President of the Uni- 
ted States, and inform him that the two Houses 
were organized and ready to receive from him any 
communication, reported that they had discharged 
that duty, and that the President would make a 
communication in writing to the two Houses at 12 
o’clock, 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, gave notice that 
be should, on to-morrow, move to rescind so much 
of the 15th rule of the House as provides that the 
business on the old calendar of the preceding ses- 
sion, shall be taken up after “six days” from the 

‘commencement of the present session. He ex- 
plained his object to be that the business on that 
calendar should be taken up at once. 

Mr, GILLET also gave notice of a proposition 
to amend the 107th rule of the House, by repeal- 
ing the following ciause thereof: “ Nor shall any 
rule be suspended, except by a vote of at least 
two-thirds of the members present; nor shall the 
order of business, as established by the rules of 
the House, be postponed or changed, except by a 
vote of at least two-thirds of the members pre. 
sent.” 

Mr. BOON inquired of the Chsirif the rules 
adopted at the Inst session were to be considered 
as having heen adopted only for that, or for both 
sessions? : 

The SPEAKER understood the rules ta be 
adopted for the whole Congress. ; 

The following Message was received from the 
Pressident of the United States by the handa of 

Andrew Jackson, Jr. Esq his private, secretary, 
which was read by the Clerk: i 

[The Message will be found in the proceedings 

of the Senate.] 
, Mr, LOYALL moved that the messsge be re- 
ferred toa Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and that 15,000 copies thereof, 
with the accompanying documents, and 5,000 cs- 
pies without the documents, be printed for the 
use of the members of the House. 

Mr, BRIGGS moved to amend the motion, by 
adding a provision that the 5000 copies of the 
message alone should be furnished within two 
cays. g 

Mr. LOYALL sccepted the modification, and 
the resslution, so modified, was agreed to, s 

The SPEAKER laid belore the House a print- 
ed communication frem the Seerctary of the 
Treasury, transmitting the annual statement 
of the expenses of the United States for 
the year 1835, which, on motion of Vr. WHIT- 
TLESEY, of Obio, was laid on the table, and the 
accompanying letter of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, ordered to be printed, i 

Also, a communieation from the same, transmit- 
ting the annual report on the state ofthe finances 
forthe last year, which, on motion of Mr, CAM- 
BRELENG, was laid on the table, and twenty 
tRousand copies ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the sime, trans- 
mitting the annual report of the Ce 
the General Land Office, sh 
ef that office for the last 
of Mr. WHITTLELEY, of Ohio, was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed, 

Also, a communication from the Same, transmit- 
ting the estimates of appropriation proposed to 


Mmissioner of ` 
owing the operations 
year, which, on motion 


be made for the service of the year. 1837; which, 


on motion of Mr. CAMBRELING, was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. - 
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‘Also, a communication from the Clerk of the - 


House of Representatives, transmitting astatement 
_ of the annual expenditures made out of the con- 
tingent fund of the House for the last year; which, 
on motion of.Mr. CAVE JOHN «ON, was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. i 

On motion of Mr. PARKS, 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, December 7, 1836. 

The following Senators, in addition to those al- 
ready mentioned, appeared: 

Mr. BROWN, cf North Carolina. 

Mr. NICHOLS, of Louisiana. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
the following communications: 

1. From the Secretary of the Treesury, trans- 
mitting a statement of the amount of moneys paid 
by the disbursing officers of the Treasury Depart- 
ment; laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

2, A communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, showing the amount of money received 
_ From the sales of Chickasaw lands; laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

3. A communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in compliance with a resolution of the 
last session, giving certain information respecting 
the importations of paupers into the United States; 
laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

4. A commmunication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, showing the amount cf funds applicable 
tothe erection of marine hospitals in the United 
States, and on the subject generally; laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed, ; í 

5. A communication from the Treasurer of the 
` United States, transmitting a statement of his ac- 

counte; laid on the table, and ordered to be print- 
ed. - i 

6. A communication from the Commissioner of 
© Publis Buildings, showing the progress made in 
the erection of the buildings for which an appro- 
' priation was made by the last Congress; laid en 

the table and ordered to be printed. 

The following message was received from the 
President of the United States, by the hands of 
Anprew Jacxson, Jr. Esq. his private Secretary: 
Tu the Senate and House of Representatives: 

I transmit, herewith, copies of my correspon- 
dence with Mrs. Madison, produced by the reso- 

` lution adopted at the fast s.ssion by the Senate and 
House of Representatives, on the decease of her 
venerated husband. The occasion, seems to be 
appropriate to present a letter from her on the 
subject of the publication of a work of great poli- 
tical interest and ability, carefully prepared by 
Mr. Madisen’s own hand, under circumstances that 
give it-claims to be considered as little less than 
official. 

Congress has already, at considersble expense, 
published, in a variety of forms, the naked journals 
of the revolutionary Congress, and of the conven- 
tions that formed the Constitution of the United 
States. Yam persuaded that the work of Mr. Ma- 
dison, considering the author, the subject matter of 
it, and the circumstances under which it was pre- 
pared-—long withheld from the public as it has 
heen by those motives of personal kindness and 
delicacy that gave tone to his intercourse with his 
fellow men, until he and all who had been partici 
pators with him in the scenes he describes, have 
passed away—-well deserves to become the proper- 
ty of the nation; and cannot fail, if published and 
disseminated atthe public charge, to confer the 
most important of all benefits on the present, and 
every succeeding generation—-accurate Knowledge 
of the principles of their Government, and the cir- 
cumstances under which they were recommended, 
and embodied inthe Constitution for adoption. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 


December 6, 1856. 

On motion cf Mr. RIVES, the reading of the 
correspondence was dispensed with, and it was 
ordered to de printed. ; 

Mpe BENTON gave notice that on to-morrow, 


encore eamaten BS anama) 
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ke should: ask leave to introduce the. following 
bills: 

A bill to increase the army; hy 

A blll to construct certain fortifications; 

A bill to provide for the construction of 2 west- 
ern armory and arsenal; . 

A bill for the relief of the heirs. of General W. 
M. Eaton; . ane i 

A bill making a grantof land to the university 
of St. Louis.. 


Mr. B. also gave notice that on the first day on 


which there was a Senate sufficiently full, he 
should ask leave to intreduce a resolution to ex- 
punge from the journals certain sentences there- 
on. He would state, at the same time, that the re- 
solution he should introduce would be in the same 
words as the one introduced by him at the last ses- 
sion, and it was his wish that the resolution might 
be disposed ef by the Senate,. before the other 
important business of the session commenced, 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion. 

Resolved, That the annual statement of the com- 
merce and navigation of the United States be 
hereafter printed under the-direction of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, and be. communicsted in 
a printed form, as soon as possible, after the com- 
mencement of each stated session of Congress. 

Mr. KNIGHT gave notice that he should, on 
to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill to allow a 
drawback on imported metals. 

Mr. LUNN gave notice that he should, on to- 
morrow, ask leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Bogg; 

A bill for the relief of A. Pellatier; 

A bill for the relief of M. Lachanee; 

A bill. to provide for running correctly the 
northern boundary line of the State of Missouri. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, gave notice that he 
should, on to-morrow, ask leave to intreduce a 
pili for the organization of the District Courts of 
the United States in the Stace of Alabama. 

Mr. WALKER gave notice that he should on 
to-morrow ask Jeave to Introduce a bill to advance 
to the States of Mississippi and Alabama two mil- 
lions of dollars, chargeable upon the 2 per cent. 
fund, for the purpose of constructing a railway 
from Brandon, in Mississippi, to Cahawba, in Ala- 
bama. : 

Gn motion of Mr. LINN, 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Decempsr 7, 1836. 
DEATH OF THE HON. DAVID DICKSON, 
OF MISSISSIPPI. 

Assoonas the reading of the journal was con- 
cluded, Mr. CLAIBORNE of Mississippi rose, 
and announced to the House the decease of his 
late colleague, the Hon. Davin DICKSON. 

Mr, CLAIBORNE. addressed the House as fol- 
lows; 

My. Spraxtn: It is only a few years since I 
witnessed from that gallery the affecting honors 
paid to the remains.of a distinguished Representa- 
tive from the State of Mississippi.* Since that pe- 
riod she has lost two sons,t eminent for talents. in 


| the public service, and you are now called on to 


render the last homage to the memory of another. 
The time that has intervened since the death of 


| my lamented colleague, saves me the painful daty 
: of being the 


first to communicate it to his friends 
now present. He died, sir, ashe had lived, through 
a life of extraordinary vicissitudes, with character- 
istie fortitude, with but one wish ungratified—a 
wish so natnral to the human heart—that in his 
dark hour of dissolution, be might be supported 
by his nearest and best beloved, and the cherished 
beings tbat grew up and clustered around his fire- 
side. . So gent 

Sir, let death come when it will, in what shape 
it may, in the battle or the shipwreck, or in the 
solitude of the cloister, it is appalling to human 
contemplation. But, sir, when it overtakes us in 
a distant land, and we know that our last moments 


* Hon. Christopher Rankine _ 
Thomas B. Reed and Robert H..Adams, of the 
United States Senate, 


| 
i 
| 
| 


crores i — 


| carried down to-an‘unwept grav 


‘disease closed his existence, in the bosom of his 
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of agony -and ‘infirmity: are? 
stranger eyes, and are conscioge that wend: 
dred dust: shall mingie wih- oúrs. forev 
the last hope of hom: and of family: fad 
our filmed view, Of sir,-thisds deatttithig 
die! . Such was the destiny: of my colleden 

strangers. honored and: by strangers: 
his dying. message was for those brokenste 
ones now in widowhood and orphanage~hi 
piring sigh a prayer for them, °° ).00 0% > 

Mr. Speaker : I shall pronounce no enloj 
the déad. Let history speak it. For tweni 
he preserved a high position ‘in the public se 
and died poorer than when: he entered :it, 1éa¥) 
to his chidren the riches of an -honofable’ 
If it be praise to-have lived beloved andto'die un: 
reproached, then it is due-to hime i toy or 

It now only remains for us to pay the finalhonors 
to his memory—sad, because it seems like-break- 
ing the last link that binds the living te the déad; 
solemn, when we reflect how soon, how very ‘soon, 
some friend now present may invoke the same tri- 
bute for ourselves. f EEEE TEN 
. l offer you, sir, the following resolation: 14 

Resolved, That in testimony of their respect for- 
the memory of Davin Dickson, late a Repregen- 
tative from the State. of Mississippi, the! members - 
of this House will wear the usual badge of mourn- 
ing for thirty. days... » Pig 

The resolution was adopted unanimous! 

DEATH OF GEN. COFFEE, OF GEO 

Mr. HAYNES then rose to. announce’ albo the 
decease of the Hon. Joun Corre, late a Repre- 
sentative from the State ofGeorgia. : 

Mr. H. addressed the House as follows: 

MR. SpeaxeR: On me has devolved the.mouràful 
duty ef announcing to this House the death’of one 
of its members. the Hon. Joun Correr, of Georgia. 

For a considerable portion of the Jast session‘ of 
Congress, he labored. under severe indipdsition, 
which, at different periods, detained him: from ‘the 
service of the House, Although his symptoma 
were so mitigated before the. adjournment as :to 
enable him to resume the regular discharge: of hi 
public duties, no radical amendment’ i 
place; and with gradually increasing: fore 


a 
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family, in the month of September last. 
In speaking of a departed friend and colleague, |; 
the language of eulogy might well. be excused. 
But, to those who hve been associated: with:Gen, 
Coffee in the labors of this House for the lastthree 
years, such language would be unnecessary, ` 
Suffice it tosay, thatin his domestic and social 
relations he was eminently characterised by affec- 
tionate kindness and courtesy, and that bis ‘publie 
duties were discharged with honor to himselfiand 
fidelity to his country. As the usual mark of re- 
spect, 1 offer the following resolutions : > 
Resolved unanimously, That this House has re- 
ceived with the liveliest sensibili ty, the- annuncia. 
tion of the death of the Hon, JOHN COFFEE, a 
Representative from the State of Georgia 


thirty days pe E 
The resolutions were unanimous 
On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, 
The House adjourned. 
IN SENATE, 
Trunsvay, December 8, 1836. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
the following comraunications: ure, Guia 

1. A communication from the War Depari ment, 
exhibiting a statement of the disbursements made 
from the contingent fund of the office of the Jé- 
cretary of War; lsid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. à are, 

2. A communication from the War Department, 
exhibiting the amount of moneys paid on cone 
tracts by the disbursing officers of the War _ 
Department; laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. Ea ee 

“3, A cemmunication from the Secretary of State, | 


: transmitting a statement of expenditures during || 


the present year, for the contingent expenses of 


-hortheast Executive building, for foreign inter- 
“course, &c. laid on the table, and ordered to bé 


> printed. 


4. A communication from the Secretary of the 


Navy, exhibiting a statement of expenditures 
made fromthe contingent fund of his Depart- 
ment; Táid, on the table, and ordered to be 
printed.: 


Mr. EWING, of Ohio, gave notice that he 


-should, on the next day of the meeting of the 


Senate, ask leave. to introduce a joint resolution to 


` rescind the Treasury order of the lith of July, 
` 1836, and to make uniform the currency receiva- 


ble for the public revenue. 

Mr. MOORE gave notice that on to-morrow he 
should ask leave to introduce bills for the relief of 
S. Miller, W. Edes, and John McCarty, 

Mr. TIPTON gave notice that on to-morrow he 
should ask leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bill supplementary to an act entitled “ An act 
to provide. for an exchange of lands with the 
Indians residing in any of the States or Territories, 
and for;their removal west of the Mississippi,” ap- 
proved 28th May, 1830. 

A. bill for the relief of P. Warner. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution, which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Senate willon Monday next, 


at one o’clock, proceed to the election of a Se-' 
 eretary of the Senate, in the place of Walter 
_ Lowrie, resigned. 


Mr. HUBBARD submitted the following reso- 


` lution, which was considered and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Senate will on Monday next, 
proceed to the appointment of the standing com- 
mittees. | 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, on leave, introduced a 
bill supplementary to an act to amend an act for 
the better organization of the District Courts of 
Alabama; which was read a first time, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

“Mr. KNIGHT, on leave, introduced a bill for 
the relicf of Sarah Angel, and the heirs at law of 
Benjamin King, deceased; which was read a first 
time, and ordered to a second reading. 

Also, abill to allow a drawback of duties on im- 
ported hemp and cordage; which was read a first 
time, and ordered toa second reading. 

Mr. BENTON, on leave, introduced the fol- 
lowing bills: 

A bill to increase the army; 

7 A bill to construct certain fortifications; 

A bill to provide for the construction of a 
western armory and arsenal; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of General W. 
M. Eaton; 

A‘bill making a grant of land to the university 


of St. Louis; 


Allof which were read a first time, and ordered 
to & second reading. 

Mr. GRUNDY gave notice that, on Tuesday 
next, he should ask leave to introduce a bill sup- 
plementary to an act to amend the judicial system 
of the United States. 

Mr. WALKER, on leave, introduced a bill to 
advance to the States of Mississippi and Alabama 
two millions of dollars, chargeable upon the 2 per 
cent. fund, for the purpose of constructing a rail- 


way from Brandon, in Mississippi, to Cahawba, in | 


Alabaña; which was read a first time, and order- 
ed to a second reading. 


On motion of Mr. EWING, 

Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it 
adjourns to meet on Monday nest. = 

Mr. BENTON then called up the following re- 
solution, submitted by him on Wednesday: 


Resolved, ‘That the annual statement of the com- 
merce and navigation of the United States be herc- 
after printed under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, and be communicated ina printed 
form, as soon as possible, after the commencement 
of each stated session of Congress. 

Mr. BENTON stated his cbject to be to have 
the work printed by the direction of the Treasury 
Department, and laid before Congress at jts meet- 
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ing, in the game manner in which the receipts and 


expenditures were now printed and laid before 


Congress. 

After a few remarks by Mr. KNIGHT, on mo- 
tion of Mr. BENTON the resolution. was laid over 
until Monday next; when 

The Senate adjourned over to Monday. next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuunspax, December 8, 1856. __ 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, 
the House took up the order moved by him on 
Monday last, directing the appointment of the 
standing committees of the House, according to 
the rules and orders of the House. 

The motion pending was the amendment moved 
thereto by Mr. Mecer, providing that the ab- 
sence of a member should not be regarded as a 
disqualification for his appointment on a commit- 
tee. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY did not observe the gen- 
tleman from Virginia (Mr. Mercer) in his seat, or 
he should have requested him to withdraw his 
amendment, for he could not give it his support, 
and he hoped the House would reject it. 

Mr. HARPER had understood the gentleman 
from Virginia to say, that as the time had elapsed 
he was himself not solicitous for the adoption of his 
amendment. N 

‘The amendment was then rejected, mem. dis. 
and the order was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS it was ordered, that 
when the House adjourn this day, it adjourn to 
meet on Monday next. 

The following message in writing was received 
from the President of the United Stutes, by the 
hands of his private Secretary, ANDREW JACKSON 
Jr. Esq, 


To the Senate and House of Representaiives: 


I transmit, herewith, copies of my correspon- 
dence with Mrs. Madison, produced by the reso- 
lution adopted at the last session by the Senate and 
House of Representatives, on the decease of her 
venerated husband. The occasion seems to be 
appropriate to present s letter from her on the 
subject of the publication of a work of great poli- 
tical interest and ability, carefully prepared by 
Mr. Madison’s own hand, under circumstances that 
give it claims to be considered as little less than 
official. 

Congress has already, at considerable expenses 
published, in a variety of forms, the naked journal, 
of the revolutionary Congress, and of the conven- 
tions that formed the Constitution of the United 
States. Iam persuaded that the work of Mr Ma- 
dison, considering the author, the subject matter of 
it, and the circumstances under which it was pre- 
pared—long withheld from the public as it has 
been by those motives of personal kindness and 
delicacy that gave tone to his intercourse with his 
fellow men, until he and all who had heen partici- 
pators with him in ‘the scenes he describes have 
passed away—well deserves to become the proper- 
ty of the nation; and cannot fail, if published and 
disseminated at the public charge, to confer the 
most important of all benefits on the present, and 
every succeeding generation—accurate knowledge 
of the principles of their Government, and the cir- 
cumstances under which they were recommended, 
and embodied in the Constitution for adoption. 

. ANDREW JACKSON. 

December 6, 1836. 

The message having been read, was, on motion 
of Mr. PATTON, referred to the proposed Jeint 
Committee on the Library, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Another message from the President of the 
United States was also received, transmitting a 
communication from the Commissioner of Public 
Buildings, showing the progress made in the crec- 
tion of the buildings for which an appropriation 
was made by the last Congress; which was laid on 
the table and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House sundry 
executive communications, viz: 

1. A communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, showing the amount of money received 


from the sales of Chickasaw lands; laid on 
table and ordered to be printed. 

2. A communication from the Secretary of the 
Tressury, in compliance with a resolution of the 
last session, giving certain information respecting 
the importations of paupers into the United States. 

3. A communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, showing the amount of funds applicable 
tothe erection of marine hospitals in the United 
States, and on the subject generally. 

4. Acommunication from the Treasurer of the 
United States, transmitting a statement of his 
accounts, 3 

5. A communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, transmitting a statement of the expendi- 
tures.in relation to the Potomac Bridge. 

6. A communication from the same, transmit- 
ting a survey of the coasts of the United States, 

7. A communication from the Secretary of War, 
transmitting an account of the contingent expen- 
ditures of that Department. 

8. A communication from the Secretary of 
State, transmitting an account of the contingent 
expenses of that Department. i 

9. Also, fromthe Secretary of the Navy, trans- 
mitting a sim lar report of the contingent expenses 
of the Navy Department. 

All the foregoing communications were several- 
ly ordered to he on the table, and be printed. 

THE LATE HON. G. L. KINNARD. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, then rose for the pur- 
pose of announcing to the House, the death of one 
of his Jate colleagues, the Hon. Gronce L. Kix- 
NARD, 

Mr. D. addressed the House as follows: 


Mr Sreaken: Painful as the duty may be, itis 
mine of this morning, to announce to the House 
the decease of another of its members. 

My friend and colleague, the Hon. Groner L. 
Krywarn, died at Cincinnati on the'25th ult. after 
2 few days of suffering much more severe 
than erdinarily falls to the lot of mankind, in pass- 
ing that dread ordeal. 


The immediate cause of his death is perhaps 
well known to this House and to the country. It 
was his misfortune to suffer from one ‘of those ap- 
palling accidents which are of but too frequent oc- 
currence upon our steamboats, by the bursting of 
their machinery. He,foo, like one cfour associates, 
whose death was announced on yesterday, died 
among strangers, yet among friends. At the hospita- 
ble man-ion of the Hpn. Robert Lytle, where he paid 
the great debt of nuture, he received the most 
unremitting attention and kindness, as also the 
most unwearied services of those who rank among 
the first in the profession of medicine; but all 
would not do; the omnipotent fiat had gone forth, 
by which he was called from the service of his 
country, to the service of his God. Had J studied 
by set phrase to pass an eulogy upon his character, 
I should find words too cold, language too inex- 
pressive, to do justice to his virtues. It was my 
good fortune to be favored, for many years, with 
bis acquaintance, ani to share largely in his 
friendship. With a clear and discriminating mind, 
an honest heart, and an untiring indus'ry, he had 
elevated himself to the highest seat'in the affec- 
tions of those who knew him best. 


In all the varied relations of life, (to which he was 
about to add another of a sacred and responsible 
character,) he sustained the most unsullied repu- 
tation; leaving to the world indubitable evidence 
nut only that he was a man of high attainments, 
but that he was, emphatically, one of Ged’s noblest 
works—an honest man. 

Mr, D. then submitled the following resolutions, 
which were unanimously adopted: 


Resowed, That as a testimonial of respect fo 
the memory of the Hon..Gzonew L. Krxwanp, lat 
amember of this House, from the State of In 
dians, the members of this body will wear crape 
on the left arin for thirty days. 

Resolved, That the connections and constituents 
of Mr. Kixnanp are joined in the sincerest con- 
dolence by this body, in the loss of that inestima- 
ble man, tothem, to us, and to the country. 

On motion of Mr. LAY, 

The House then adjourned till Monday next! 


the 
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sources, in order toavoid complexity and ambigu- 
ity in the statement. of the general receipts and ex- 
penditures in behalf of the Government alone. 
The receipts during the fourth quarter of the 
present year, it is computed will be about $9,550,- 


REPORT QF THF SECRETARY OF THE 
TREASURY ON THE STATE OF THE 
INANCES. 0 . 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 

3 : 6th December, 1836. 

In. obedience to the directions of the “ Act 
upplementary to the act to establish the Treasu- 
Department,” the Secretary of the Treasury 
pectfully submits to Congress the following re- 


These, with the balance on the Ist of January, 
1836, form an aggregate of $74,441,702. 

The expenditures during the year 1836, are as- 
certained and estimated to be $31,435,032. 

Of these, the amount during the first three 
quarters is ascertained to have been $20,791,- 
372 16 

Viz. on civil list, foreign intercourse, and mis- 
cellaneous, $3,850,101 55. 

Military service, including fortifications, &c. 
$13,010,061 59. 

Naval service, &c. $3,931,209 02. 

Public Debt, less than the- repayments by 
the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, as here- 
after explained. 

. For the details of all these, and the incidental 


ort: 
1. Of the Public Revenue and Expenditures. 
Itis believed -that the whole ameunt of money 
n -the Treasury on the Ist of January next, ap- 
licable to. public purposes, will be about 
$41,723,959. 
¿This conclusion rests in part on what has been 
ctnally ascertained, and in part on estimates. 
-- "Thus the balance in the Treasury, on the 1 st of 
“January, 1835, was - $8,892,856 42 
The receipts from all sources, 
-oduring that year, were - $35,430,087 10 


Viz: receipts, during those three quarters, reference is 
From customs, $19,391,310 59 made to the exhibit annexed (A 1 and 2.) 
Me lands, 14,757,600 76 The expenditures for the fourth quarter, as 


computed by the proper Departments, will be 
$10,648 660; but which, itis thought by me, will 
probably fall short of that amount. 
This will leave on hand, on the first of January, 
- 1837, an estimated balance of $43,005,669. From 
this, if the diminished sum of $1,080,000 for una- 
yailable funds be deducted, the available balance 
of money, on the first of January, 1837, would be 
the sum of $41,925,669. i 

But beside the charges already imposed on this 

balance by appropriations for public purposes still 
unpaid, and which will soon be adverted to, there 
is in fact included in it about $201;710, which was 
paid into the Treasury, chiefly in former years, 
from private sources alene, and for p:ivate or 
specific purposes, and which neither accrued 
from the usual sources of public revenue, nor 
éver belonged to the General Government, except 
to fulfil the particular trusts under which it was 
received in behalf of others. 
. A schedule of those items and sums on the first 
of December, 1836, is annexed (B.) Deduct 
their amount from the available balance of 
$41,925,669, and only about $41,723,959 would 
remain on thefirst of January next, applicable. to 
the general purposes of the Government, 

To this deduction would be subjoined another, 
had not the receipts and expenditures connected 
with certain subjects during the present year, or 
portions of it, been kept distinct for reasons be- 
fore indicated. > 

Thus the rece'pts on account of the Post Office, 
which, under the new organization, are paid into 
the Treasury snd kept distinct, have, since it 
took effect, being the last half of the year, been 
ascertained and computed to be about $1,076,872 


of Bank Stock, 
Incidental items, 
«Neapolitan. indemni- 
E tY .- 516,332 96 


Those, with the above balance» 
make an aggregate of 
The expenditures on all objects 
. during the year 1835, were 
On: Civil List, Fo- 
reign Intercourse, 
and “Miscellaneous ; 
objects, 8,721,261 60 
eapolitan awards, 508,436 93 
«Military service, in- 
cluding Fortifica- 
tions, &c. 9,420,312 69 
aval: service, . in- - 
cluding gradual 

3,864,939 06 


improvement, 
. Public Debt, 58,191 28 


569,280 82 
195,561 98 


$44,322,945 52 
17,573,141 56 


For the details of the receipts and expenditures 
ithe year 1835, reference is made to the annual 
ecount thereof, which is this day submitted to 
‘Congress in a separate communivation. 

“The balance left in the Treasury on the first of 
anuary, 1856, was, therefore, $26,749,808 96, 
“The receipts into the Treasury during 1836, a8 
ascertained and estimated, will be about $47,691,- 
898, `. 

f these, the receipts during the first three 


quarters, are ascertained to have 
been $38,141,898 04 


Viz: 
From Customs, $17,523,151 79 including near $410,472, that had been collected 
s Lands, 20,048,929 88 previously; and the expenditures have been about 


$562,952, leaving a bulanee on hand at the end of 
the year of about $513,920, as will be more parti- 
cularly exhibited by the head of that Depart- 
ment. ~ 

The receipts on account of the Patent Office, 
since its new organization, for the present year, 
have also been ascertained and computed to be 
about $16,828; the expenditures chargeable to 
them about $7,241, and the balance about $9,587, 
as will be more particularly shown by the report 
of the proper officer. 

Besid s these, the receipts into the Treasury in 
trust from the treaties of indemnity with France, 
Naples, and Spain, have been about $3,765,994, 
and the payments to the claimants about $3,663, - 
988, leaving a balance of about $102,026, still un- 
ealled for cr unadjusted. 

The particulars of these will more fully appear 
in the gcneral annual exhibit of all the receipts 
and expenditures. 

Lastly, the receipts into the Treasury on account 
of the Chickasaw Indians, have been about 
$639,252; the expenditures, by investment and 

- otherwise, about $577,675; and the balance on 
hand is about $91,574. The detailed account of 
these, and the. other transactions in their behalf, 


Dividends and sales 
«of. United States 
Bank Stock, 
ncidental items, in- 
luding excess of 
“repayments on 
‘account of public 
debt, as hereaft- 
ter stated, 247,139 70 
This dees not embrace the receipts in trust on 
count of the Chickasaw Indians. 
A Of those receipts, and their investment, beside 
“the expenditures from them, a report will forth- 
with be laid before Congress, in conformity to 
treaties, ant the acts of Congiess carrying those 
treaties into effect. 
. Neither does it. embrace the receipts on account 
the Post Office and Patent Office, of which, as 
wellas the expenditures on the same accounts, 
‘separate statements are kept, in conformity to the 
late laws, and will be rendered by the proper offi- 
oers 
> Nor does it include what has been received in 
rust the present year for the claimants under the 
French, Neapolitan and Spanish treaties. i 
A separate account will be exhibited in this re- 
‘port of the receipts and expenditures from those 


292,676 67 


Hac 


_ From lands, , 
“ From bank stock, 


will be, ag remarked in a former portion of this € 


report, immediately. presented: in a! separate gam- 
munication to Congress. ` ; e he 

The charges already imposed on the general 
balance of $41,723,959, by means.of' current: and 
permanent appropriations—which i: is expected 
will not be expended till after the first- of Jahua 
next, amount to $14,636,062. =- en 

Of this sum it is computed that $3,013,389:ca 
be applied in aid of the appropriations. for the ën- 
suing year. without —re-appropriation, ang that 
$195,183 will be carried to the surplus fund, leav- 
ing $21,427,490, which will probably be:required 
to accomplish the objects contemplated in the acts 
of Congress. he 

Deduct this remaining charge of $14,440,879 
from the balance estimated to be on hand on the 
first of January, 1837, and the sum:of $27,283,080 
would be left to be appropriated by Congress to- 
wards new or former objects. eae ie 


2. Of the expenditures for the Public Debt and its pre- 

À sent condition. 

Before the passage of the act of Congress at 
the last session on the subject of the public debt, 
the money, which had previously been deposited 
by the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, inthe” 
United States Bank, for the payment of the resi- 
due of it, was, under their direction, repaid into the 
Treasury, amounting tothe sum of $136,773 01. 

Since that event, and the suspension of the du- 
ies of the Commissioners, this Department, by vir- 
twe of the above act, has caused all ‘those portions 
of the public debt outstanding and: presented ‘for 
payment, to be promptly discharged. 0 SS 

The payments made since the first of January 
last, have been as follows; viz: ` 
On the funded debt, towards prin- 


$46,405 72 


cipal - a 5 
Towards interest, - . - 3,139 00 
Making in all the the sum of - $49,544 81 


There still remains of the funded debt, unclaimed 
and undischarged, principal about $90,367 
And interest with dividends, about ` ` $250,416 
A small unfunded debt of $37,440 55, also, re- 
mains, which may hereafter be claimed, and on 
which has been piid during the past year, in- 
cluding $16 07 for interest on Treasury notes, 
the sum of z $88 57 
It consists of claims registered prior to 1798, for 
services and supplies during the revolutionary 
war, equal to: © a $27,385 46 
Treasury notes issued during the war ines 


of 1812 - - - 3,735 
And Mississippi stock - - 4,320 ‘09 
and’ ex- 


3. Of the estimates of the public rerenue 
penditures for the year 1837, 
The receipts into the Treasury, from all sources, 
during 1837, are estimated at 24,000,000 
Viz: From customs, - $16,500,000. 
j 5,000,000 | 
2,000,000 ; 
Miscellaneous, including ‘ ’ 
interest from deposite 
banks, i 500,000 
To these add the balance of available . ° 
funds in the Treasury on the. Ist 
of January, 1837,. estimated, as 
computed for public purposes, at 


h 


41,723,959 
And they make an aggregate of 65,723,959 

The expenditures for alt objects, ordinary and 
extraordinary, in 1837, inclu iing the contingent 
of only $1,000,000 for usual excesses in appropria- 
tions beyond the estimates, are computed . at 
$26,755,831, provided the unexpended appropri- 
ations at the end of this and the next year remain 
about equal. 

Thus the new an 
chargeable to 1857, forspec 
erdinary or extraordinary, 
be used without re-appropriation, 
at 
Of these, the permanent 

appropriations already 

made, are estimated at $2,347,000 
The existing appropria-. 

tions, which will not 

be required for the ser- 


d permanent appropriations 
ified purposes, whether 
and including what can 
are computed 

$25,755,831 


~ice of 1836, and which 
it isproposed to apply 
edad of 1837, amount > 
ARRE. > a 3,013,389 
‘The new appropriations: 
that will be needed for 
1837, are estimated to. | i 
: amount; in all, to... - 20,354,442 
-Fhe latter: are divided among the 
“different branches of the public. 
veu viservice, as follows, viz: 
“Civil, Foreign intercourse and mis- 


m ° 


$2,925,671 


-cellaneous | - - - 
Military service, &c. - - 10,758,431 
Naval service, &c. - - - 6,670,341 


The details of the above estimates are exhibited 
in a document from the Register’s office, which 
this Department has the honor to lay before the 
House of Representatives, to-day, in a separate 

. communication. 

To these have been added, for the ensuing 
year, on-account of the usual contingent -excesses 
: Of appropriations beyond the estimates, one million 

„Of dollars, making in all, as before mentioned, the 
aggregate of $26,755,831. 
. From these calculations, it will be seen that if 
the outstanding appropriations unexpended at the 
_. Close of 1837, be as large as at the close of 1836, 
and the other expenditures should agree with the 
above estimates, they would exceed the computed 
‘Pevenue accruing from all sources nearly three 
millions, or sufficient to absorb more than half of 
the present surplus, which is not to be deposited 
with the several States, Butif these outstanding 
appropriations, at the close of 1837, should be 
much less than those in -1836, as is probable; or 
should the accruing receipts be much less, or the 
-appropriations made for 1837, be much larger than 
the estimates, a call will become necessary for a 


portion of the surplus deposited with the States,’ 


though it will not probably become necessary, €x- 
cepting in one of those events. 
» &, Some explanation of the estimates for 1837. 

‘The unusual receipts during the last two years, 
have chiefly accrued from the unprecedented sales 
of public lands. ae 

It is remarkable, that those saes assumed their 

extraordinary character chiefly between July, 
1835, and October, 1836—~a period of little more 
‘than fourteen months. 

‘Arising, as they have, principally from private 
entries, and not from any unusual quantities of land 
offered for public sale, and marked, as they have 
been, by sudden and great vibrations, it has fot 
‘been deemed judicious to consider them as a pro- 
„per basis for permanent estimates of a public cha- 
racter. s 

Accordingly the sum adopted for the estimates 
of the saules the past year, as well as that for the. 
ensuing year, though larger than usual, has been 
grounded on general considerations of a lers fluc- 
tuating character, leaving accidental and occa- 
sional exc sses or deficiencies to happen, as they 


this Department to predict the extent of them 
with much certainty. The receipts from customs 
the present year will be somewhat augmented by 
the great speculations which have characterized 
the business of the country generally, and the de- 
struction by fire of an extraordinary amount of 
foreign goods near the close of the last year. 
This calamity, followed by credits more liberal, 
and competition increased to supply the sudden 
and large deficiencies in the market, ied to an ex- 
` cess in the importations of merchandise du ing 
the present year, even greater than the amount 
‘destroyed, and thus essentially contributed to 
swell the revenue from customs beyond the esti- 
mates. But overtrading, from whatever induce- 
menis it may arire, usually produces a reaction; 
and it is hoped that no sccident of a sim lar und 
deprecated character will occur, which may en- 
Targe our importations the ensuing year. The re- 
“eeipts from customs for 1937, have, therefore, 
from these and other circumstances, which it might 
be tedious to detail, been estimated at not more 
than $16,500,000. 
Only about $50,000 of the amount secured by 
apecial bonds from the sufferers by fire last Decem- 
ber, under the authority of aa act of Congress on 


‘munication and of transportation by steamboats and 
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that subject, has been postponed, so as to fali- due 
within the ensuing year, while a reduction on ac- 
count of the dim:nished rate of duty imposed on 
wines since July last, has. been-made in the esti- 
mates for 1837, equalling quite three times that 
sum. Resides unusual speculations and overtra- 
ding, which are temporary in their operation, the 
last two years have-exhibited an extraordinary de- 
gree of prosperity throughout the whole country, 
and which, it is presumed, will continue to exer- 
cise a considerable direct influence on the whole 
amount of our exports and imports, and conse- 
quently an indirect influence on our receipts from 
customs, Much of this flattering condition of 
things may have arisen from the great reductions 
already made in the tariff and duties on tonnage; 
from having cast off the burthens of a national 
debi; from our incressing expenditures on works 
favorable to commerce and public security; from 
permanent additions to the moneyed capital of the 
nation by the many millions obtained abroad for 
foreign indemnities; from the immense fertile 
tracts of land redeemed from Indian claims, and 
opened to the profitable enterprise and industry 
of our citizens at very low prices, by the humane 
policy of vemoving the aborigines west of the 
Mississippi; from the unpreceeented improvements 
in the facilities, the rapidity and cheapness of com- 


railroads; froma the greater safety of our foreign 
commerce, and its extension to new and distant re- 
gions; from abundant crops and high prices; from- 
the increasing numbers, intelligence, and enterprise 
of our people generally; or from these and various 
other causes combined. But though some of these 
causes may have spent most of their influence, 
others are acting in full vigor, and our national 
prosperity does not appear likely to be soon es- 
sentially checked, except so faras the excesseshe- 
fore menticred, or war, or unavoidable physical 
calamities, like those of pestilence and bad crops, 
may from time to time produce temporary regc- 
tious. 

The receipts from customs, therefore, though 
not estimated so high, as they proved to be dur- 
ing the past, or preceding year, have still been 
computed at a larger sum than it was formerly an~ 
ticipated they would, on an average, equal under 
the existing tariff. 

The imports during the year, ending September 

S0th, 1836, are ascertained and estimated 
‘at o : - $173, 540,000 
They show, compared with the. preceding year, 

an increase of $25,644,258 
The imports during the three past years have, on 

an average, been about $149,985. 691 
The exports, during the past year, are ascertained 

and estimated at $121,789, 000 

Of these, $101,105,000 were in domestic, and 
$20,684,000 in foreign products, 


Compared with the preceding year, they exhibit. 


- 


an increase of $35.423, and are $5,829,150 more 


often will, without either the attempt or ability in |! than the average for the last three years, 


The crop of cotton grown the present year which 


| wil] constitute the chief exports of that article for 


1837, is believed to be large, but from present 
appearances will probably be less valuabie than 
during the two past years. 

At the same time,the exports of flour and grain 
are likely to be smaller, in both quantity and ye- 
lue, and those of tobacco and rice, which, with 
the articles before named, form our principal sube 
jects of domestic produce for exportation, sre not 
believed to be materially greater, and have sel- 
dom, during the last quarter of acentury in any 
series of years, much exceeded their previous 
amount. However enlarged by our rapid increase 
of population has been the demand at home for 
those and other articles of our own growth and 
manufacture, the most tempting and augmenting 
predact for exportation seems to be cotton. 

During near forty years it has attracted-and en- 
grossed a large portion of the spare capital end ja- 
bor of nearly half the territory. of the Union, and 
by the great demand for it abroad, independent of 
its increased consumption at home, it will proba- 
biy long continue to constitute, not only our chief 
and mest profitable product fer exportation, but 
be the regulator, in some degree, of our ability to . 


| 


import, and of the balance of trade, between this 
country and Europe. tad 

The receipts from incidental and miscellaneous 
sources, have been estimated on the following da- 
ta. Nothing very definite.could be presented, as 
arising from an arrangement which, under the re- 
cent act of Congress, is contemplated with the 
United States Bank, in respect to the stock, own- 
ed by the Government in tliat institution, -until 
further’ progress shall be made, and the bank may 
indicate when it is willing to pay some specified 
amount, 

It will be seen, by the documents annexed, (C 
1, 2, 3,) that this Department took early steps to 
procure suitable information for a settlement with 
the Bank, and payment, in the course of the pre. 
sent year, of the due share of the United States 
in the nett collections from the assets existing on 
the Sd of March last, as well as to obtain specifie 
proposals for an early adjustment of the whole 
concern. Is has been a cause of some surprise 
that the information desired has not yet been com- 
municated, nor any payment been yet made. On 
the contrary, the president of the State corpora- 
tion, to which the assets of the United States Bank 
have been assigned, forwarded in September last 
a report of a committee appointed under authority 
of only those two bodies, estimating the yalue of 
the stock on the 3d of March. . But it was accom- 
panied by no offer to pay that value or any other _ 
particular amount, then, or at any future specified 
period, though: professing a willingness that the 
United States should receive a just proportion out 
of the assets of the bank, 

Commissioners were, therefore, appointed, and 
an invitation given to have them joined by others 
on the part of the United States Bank, to revise 
the estimate of the value put on the stuck by the 
above committee, and after urging early payments 
as practicable towards what might, in the ead, be 
found due to the United States, if failing to obtain 
any, to recommend such arrangement as might 
seem just for securing and paying hereafter what 
they considered to be the true worth of the share 
of the Government in the capital stock. Copies 
of the letters, report, and instructions before 
named, are annexed. (D 1, 2, 3, 4, 5.) 

It is clearly to be inferred from the correspond. 
ence had by the commissioners above ‘men- 
tioned with a committee of the bank, that no pay- 
ment whatever is intended to be made during 
the present year, and that long credits are ex: 
pected and considered by the Sink proper for 
portions of what may be due. ‘That correspond. 
ence, and all the steps which have been taken 
under the particular instructions given io those 
commissioners, will more fully appear in the fure 
ther documents which will be submitted to Con- 
gress after the commissioners make their final re- 
port. 

No reasonable efforts will be spared by me to 
conclude some appropriate arrangement of this 
embarrassing and troublesome subject before the 
adjournment of the present Congress. 

Trusting, thata proper sense of jts obligations 
to the Government, as a large stockholder, will in- 


‘duce the bank to refund, at least, one-fourth of 


our orignal capital, with the profitsthcreon, in the 
course of the ensuing year, two millions of dollars 
have-on that account been inserted in the esti- 
mates. To this, sre to be sdded the dividends, 
anticipated on the stock uwned in the Leuisville 
and Portland canal; interest from the deposite 
banks; and some small recipts from other miseel- 
laneous sources. : 

5. Of the surplus inthe Trecsury, and the disposi- 

tion of it. : 

Various objects of a national and e nstitutional 
character, were recommended in the last annual 
report from this Department, as suitable for the 
application, by way of extraordinary appropria- 
tion, of any surpins funds for which the General 
Government should happen to have no other ime 
mediate use, 

Liberal and ussfal appropriations were fortu- 
nately made to many of them, which will save ex- 
pense in the end, and prove to be the seundest 
economy. The reasons for a continuance of the 
same wise policy, while our resources remain so 
ample, have lost none of their original forse. 


As the present surplus-had chiefly arisen from 
an earlier sale of large portions of the public lands 
than had been expected, it seemed to this De- 
partment judicious to suggest completing. with it 
sooner than had been eontemplated the projected 
fortifications, and naval establishments of the coun- 
try; improving more rapidly the navigation and 
security of its commercial bays and rivers, and, 
while its imports and exports were. prosperous 
beyond. example, erecting: where needed, appro- 
priate custom and warehouses, as well as suitable 
marine hospitals, court-houses, and post offices. 
In fine, the whole state of our finances appeared 
to justify and require, that all those great works 
heretofore deemed useful and constitutional, 
and which are intimately connected with the 
duties and powers of the General Government, 
should be more hastened, with oar means 
so much increased and so prematurely avai- 
lable, than would have been proper or practi- 
cable; had the revenue continued at only the re- 


duced amount which was generally anticipated. 


By pursuing. such a provident course, it was sup- 
posed,.that much less would remain to be accom- 
plished, and hence that our expenditures would 
be much diminished, when our revenue shall be- 
come less by the reductions, which, under the ex- 
isting laws, areto take eff: ct inthe customs before, 
anid in 1842, and which will probably happen in 
ne receipts: from public lands. during that pe- 
mod. 

Thenecessary expenditures of the Government 
-wonld. thus, by that time, become naturally, as 
weil as safely lessened, so as to bear a near pro- 
portion to our diminished receipts; while other- 
wise, if the expenditures for these works are not 
previously increased or exped:ted, the proba- 
bilites would seem to be, that the ordinary charges 
for them, and other usual claims on the General 
Government, with the extraordinary charges 
incident to war and similar calamities, from 
which no people can be wholly exempt, might 
then so far exceed the receipts, as to require new 
texation, or anincreased tariff, ` : 
-In respect to another branch of the subject, 
which relates to a gradual reduction of the present 
large surplus in the Treasury, either by an imme- 
diate diminution of the existing tariff, or some 
new regulation calculated to limit and lessen the 
amount of the sales of the public lands, by confin- 
ing them to actual settlers or otherwise, this De- 
pariment felt bound, in the discharge of its public 
duties, to submit to Congress last year, a few con- 
siderations which are still equal'y applicable. It 
believed that when the balance on hand, with the 
accruing receipts, are likely for sometime to come 
to exceed the real wants and just objects of the 
Government for expenditure, a reduction in those 
receipts, and especially such as are derived from 
taxation, is the true remedy. 
“ Beside the considerations relating to this reduc- 


tion which were formerly submitted by this De- 


partment, it would now respectfully suggest that 
all the duties under 20 per cent. and which amount 
to near three millions annually, could, with about 
halfa million. more on the articles paying a higher 
duty, and specified in a report to the Senate at the 
Jast session, be at once repealed by Congress with- 
out any encroachment on the principle of the act 
ofthe 3d of March, 1833. Nor has this Depart- 
ment any doubt that if ali the present and antici- 
pated receipts from customs are considered by 
Congress not to be wanted for any public appro- 
priations, or other legitimate objects, a reduction 
could be made in many other duties more rapidly 
than is now provided for, without any essential im- 
jury to any great interest intended to be fostered 
by the provisions of that act, At the same time 
such a step as the last, unless found indispensable 
from high public considerations, and hence gener- 
ally -cqncurred in, does not appear to this Depart- 
ment ®onsistent with the expectations of most of 
those who united in the passage of that law, and 
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| might suffer by such a change, yet in this way | 


the whole manufacturing industry of the country 
would probably be benefited. If sufficient reduc- 
tion cannot be obtained on that class, the next 
kind of articles selected should be such ag are 
largely consumed in promoting the comforts, and’ 
satisfying the necessities, of the people generally, 
and, at the same time, do not materially compete 
with important manufactures, nor conflict with 
great agricultural interests. And the next, if 
mere be deemed necessary, might be such as 
have. now a much higher duty or protection on 
them than others of greater national consequence. 

Certain it is, that a much more just and useful 
discrimination could be introduced into the whole 
present system, by reducing more quickly the 
duties which are found to be least beneficial, by 
way of protection, and by reducing more slowly 
those deemed most indispensable Equally feasi- 
ble would it be, in the exercise of a proper 
spirit of comity and justice, to make some legal 
enactments which should prevent the further sale 
of the public domain to any persons who do not 
want it for immediate cultivation. This seems 
peculiarly proper at a time when the Government 
neither needs the proceeds of such sales for any 
public use, nor considers the money received ade: 
quate to the real value of the land sold, and when 
the settlement of the new States is retarded, by 
permitting the public domain to pass, in large 
quantities, into the hands of others than actual 
settlers. By a wise revision of our present laws, 
the enterprising, industrious, and needy, might, 
for a fair compensation, be liberally secured in the 
purchase and enjoyment of a due portion of land 
for immediate cultivation; and; at the same time, 
all be cffectually prevented from seizing and se- 
curing, as a matter.ofspeculation, in any case, on 
the best tracts, without previous purchase or any 
pretence of title; and from procuring, through 
floats or otherwise, for wealthy persons, whether 
residents or non-residents, the most valuable situa- 
tions, at the minimum prices, < 

It must be obvious that nothing beyond a very 
general, and in some degree uncertain exhibit, 
could at this time, be presented of the probable 
amount of the surplus in the Treasury, deposited 
with the banks, and the States during a few sub- 
sequent years; and more especially of the various 
sums connected with the different hypotheses, for 
the future disposition of it; by appropriations for 
public objects, or by adiminution cf it through 
a large reduction in our future revenue from 
either customs or lands, The uncertainty, as to 
these sums, is greatly increased, not only by the 
fluctuating character of.our receipts, from both of 
these sources during the last four years, and as is 
anticipated for the future, but from the doubtful 
amount of our annual expenditure, hereafter, and 
the absence of any-determination, yet expressed 
by Congress, whether to retain unexpended, all 
or any portion of the present surplus, till after 
1841, with a particular view to supply the piace 
of the great reduction which is then to be made, 
in our receipts from customs, under the existing 
laws. 


be only hypothetical, and might, without further 
data on which to found them, mislead instead of 
proving useful. 


expedient to pursue one of the following general 
courses in relation to the present large surplus, 
and any which might hereafter accrue under our 
existing laws. Either to appropriate more libe- 
rally to great objects of national consequence 
while the Treasury is so full, and in that way gra- 
dually call for 
those objects are accomplished, and then to 
reserve only the p 
the States, to meet future contingencies and the 
anticipated deficiences in the revenue after 
1842; Or to reduce it still more rapidly by 
largely diminishing our revenue, whether from 
customs or lands, and thus requiring more of 
the current expenditures to be paid from 
the present surplus until the whole shall be 
exhausted; or, to permit the most of it to remain 
longer in deposite within the States, and so shape 


Minute ditails, therefore, on these points would |, 


But itis probable that Congress may deem it ! 


and employ the- surplus till 


residue if any in deposite with | 


sary to call for the surplus, exce 
pected and extraordinary wants: 
In respect to this last measure, so-far as-already 
adopted by Congress as a temporary one, ahd the 
operation of it upon oar fiscal concerns to: this 
time and hereafter, a few further observations. ma) 
be expected. -> 1 DEA 


ions of Congress Jast; assed: 


pt to mee 


Before the two sessions y 
it- was considered doubtful: whether that body 
would deem it expedient to adopt the recommen “ 
dations of this Department to expend early ‘on 
proper objects all the nett balance’ inthe Treasury: ` 
after defraying existing charges; or, if unwilling:to™: 
do that, to reduce at once the revenue from customs: - 
and lands, and leave with the people the excess: 
which would otherwise be coliccted; $0 as:gradus: 

-ally to absorb the present surplus, and ere-long ta: 
collect none of any considerable magnitude, whee 
ther for extraordinary expenditure, ‘distribution, ` 
or other purposes. Consequently, a suggestion: : 
was made in tie annual reports of 1834 and 1835, 
for the temporary investment of the surplus, while“ 
either of those. operations might be going on; and, 
if neither of them was adopted, then to rentin: 
safe and productive, until it should hereafter-be: 
needed for public purposes. The proposed dist: 
posal of it for these periods, which: it was expect’ 
ed would not be very protracted, was inia fomi: 
which was considered secure and profitable by: tHe 
purchase of safe stocks. Thus easily and gradu+ 
ally, as well as most prudently, it was supposed. . 
the inconveniences of so unexpected and :embar: 
rassing an event as a large surplus. would: be oby: 
viated, and at the same time a provident fund cre~ 
ated, which would be yielding interest, and which. 
could afterwards be resorted to, when the current. 
expenditures might from any cause, either: before « 
or after 1841, exceed the current revenue. In'relas 
tion to that subject, though, a topic still intimately : 
and deeply connected with our finances, few addis 
tional remarks at this time, seemed called for, since’ 
Congress at the last session, by a clause in the dee, 
posite law, provided for what this Department. con- 
siders,and has taken all the proper preliminary. 
steps to make,s temporary disposition of the: whole 
money in the Treasury. on the: first of January: 
next, except five millions of dollars. Looking:at ` 
that as a financia! measure, which is the only 
view now under consideration, the granting 
the use of the money witbout ary interest. : 
constitutes a difference from the. mode pro- 
‘posed by this’ Department, which» was doubts : 
lees designed. at a benefit to the several States, and” 
in that view was also very properly proffered to 
all if to any of the States, whether now, in debt or : 
not, and whether needing the money for any grêat 
public purpose or not. While treated in the na- 
ture of amere temporary deposite or investment 
on the credit of each State respectively, without ° 
interest, the profits or income of it alone to be ex- 
pended, and the principal to be ever held sacred 
and ready for repayment whenever needed, likea 

| fund that is providently designed to meet any fue: 

ture public contingencies, this kind of. deposite - 
may not embarrass our finances, and is likely, to 
prove useful and convenient to the ‘Treasury. 
But shouid considerable portions of: it. be soon 
wanted by the General Government, the deposite 
will probably eccasion, to many of the States, ine 
convenience and difficulties, if not losses, in the 
management and repayment | of it, more than 
equivalent to the interest received, On the con- 
trary, if much of it be not wanted for some years, 
or till after 1841, tie result may be otherwise to 
such Statesas either need the money, or are able 
toemploy it beneficially. The experience of this 
Department has been too brief, uncer the constant 
and laborious preparation, to carry into effect, in 
due time, all the provisions in the late deposite 
act, to warrant, on the present occasion, any re- 
commendations of modifications in this particular 
portion of it, But it is respectfully suggested, 
that, though a gradual investment of the surplus 
in existing State stocks, would, it is believed, have 
produced no pressure in the money market, yet 
the embarrassnients incident to the transfers of 
| such large sums of money, as became necessary, in 
order to divide it seasonably among a sreater num- 
ber of banks, as well asainong the different States, 
| and the consequent temporary withdrawal of con 


e 


munity, and have been. mitigated in their”opera- 
tion by this Department, wherever practicable, 
they could'not be wholly obviated, without de- 
parting entirely from the- dutics imposed by the 


Wiis ome A . 
Immediately after its passage, steps were taken, 


as required by Congress, to commence a reduction | 


of the: deposites, which had then accumulated in 
certain banks beyond three-fourths the amount of 
their capitals, and at the same time to kave some 
portion of the anticipated surplus taken from 
States where its accumalation had been large or in- 
convenient, and placed, before the first of January 
next, in States where enough had not before been 
deposited, and -where suitable banks existed wil- 
ling to receive it. These steps will be more fully 
detailed in'a subsequent part of this report: All 
the payments to the several States for the whale 
year, are expected to be made punctually at the 
times required. But it will bę necessary, from the 
mode of keeping public accounts, to take the cur- 
rent statement of the Treasurer on the Ist of Jan- 
uary next, as the guide for the supposed amonnt 
in thé Treasury which is required to be apportion- 


ed among the States, and one quarter of it, to be 


deposited on „that day. By pursuing any other 
coursey an unavoidable delay of weeks, -if not 
months, would be necessary in making the prelim- 
inary arrangements for the first payment. But that’ 
statement:seldom differs more than a few hundred 
dojlars from the result as ascertained on subse- 
quent settlement; and hence, ifs amount, indepen- 
dent of unavailable funds, and what is held for the 
Post Office and Patent Office, and in various spe- 
cial trusts, will be deemed the true sum intended 
by Congress as subject. to apportionment, after 
deducting five millions, unless in the mean time 
the: D: partment’ shall be otherwise directed by 
that .body. fi 

The whole sum to be. deposited with the States, 
will, on these te and according to present 
appearances, range between thirty-five and thirty. 
sight: millions of dollars, and exceed somewhat 
$120,000. te each electoral vote in each of the 
twenty-five States, now in the Union; Michigan, 
from the language of the act, not being considered 
as yet entitied to an apportionment under it, 
Three States. have already signified their willing- 
ness to receive tbe money on the terms proposed, 
and it is expected that several more will do the 
same before the first of January, and probably 
most of them in the cotirse of the present winter. 

Leaving further suggestions on these and va- 
rious other considerations which bear. on this in- 
teresting subject, but which need not be here re- 
peated, the Department will next proceed to an 
exhibit of the manner’ in which this surplus, as 
well as the rest of the public money, has been 
kept during the past year, and of the detailed 
preparations which have been made for the future 
custody and preservation of it, in conformity 
to the act of Congress to regulate the depo- 
posites of the public money passed June 23, 
1836, and the supplementary act on the same sub- 
ject passed the 4th of July, 1836. 


6. Of the keeping of the pubhe money, and state 
of the deposite banks. 

‘The money in the Treasury bas been safely 
kept during the = 1856. Until duly last, as 
during the two previous years, it was placed in 
the: State banks, selected according to the dis 
cretion of this Department, on account of their 
high standing and favorable position for fiscal 
purposes, and regulated in a manner considered 
most secure to the Treasury, and convenient to 
the community, as well as. usefu! to all concerned, 
It is a source of much gratification to be able to 
add, that, while so selected and employed, ‘not a 
single ‘dollar was lost to the Government by any 
of them, or a single failure occurred to transfer 
promptly, and pay out satisfactorily, the public 
money entrusted to their custody, 

Nor is it believed. that the domestic exchanges 
ef the country were ever lower or more regular 
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than during that period; and the large amount of 
them performed by those deposite banks in ordi- 
nary purchases or discounts, equalling from one 
hundred and fifty to two hundred. millions of dol- 
lars yearly, or near a third more than. those of the 
same kind by the United States Bank, while the 
fiscal agent of the Government, evinced the great 


- ability. and usefulness of those banks on this. im 


portant subject. a 

But since the passage of the act of Congress, 
June 23d, 1836, ** to regulate the deposites of the. 
public: money,” most of the discretionary power 
before exercised by this Department on this-sub- 
ject, under previous laws and long usages, has 
been considered as no longer possessed, and vari- 
cus solicitations to use it, though some of them 
were in cases of extreme: hardship, could not, 
therefore, be complied with. Relieved from great 
responsibility, and in many cases from much deli- 
cacy, in the exercise of it, by the passage of that 
act, anew system, in conformity with its provi- 
sions, and in place of the former one, was at once 
commenced by this Department, and has since 
been pursued with all the strictness and regularity 
which the nature of business so extensive and com- 
plicated would permit, and at the same time with 
every indulgence an.1 forbearance, in cases of em- 
barrassment or suffering, which were permissible 
without a violatien of law. - It was necessary by 


the act to appoint anew all the former deposite 


banks, if they were to be retained jn the service of 
the Government. Accordingly, the preliminary 
inquiries, rendered proper by the new law before 
any selection was authorized to be made, were im- 


mediately instituted in every case of the former de-. 


posite banks; and. having been satisfactorily an- 
swered, all of them have been reappointed, except 
three, where some formalities ip their papers are 
not yet completed. . . 

The provision in the act which prohibits more 


public money to be left in any one bank than-three , 


fourths the amount of its capital, rendered the se- 
lection of numerous new banks to receive the 
sums which the old ones were not allowed to re- 
tain, iridispensable in the present overflowing con- 
dition of the Treasury, and especially at places 
in which the capitals of the old banks were small. 

The transfer of all the money in the Treasury, 
except five millions, on the first of January next, 
to be deposited in the treasuries of the several 
States quarterly during 1837, in ratable propor- 
tions, made it proper to select alsoa few-other new 
banks in some of the States to receive those pro- 
portions, or sufficient parts of them, when they 
happened to be either.collected there, or to be is- 
cidentally and easily transferable there. 

Thus the trouble and embarrassment of asecond 
and sudden transfer in January next, and quarterly 
thereafter during the year, were often saved by 
combining in several appropriate cases the trans- 
fers ordered by Congress to be soon made from 
banks having an excess, with the transfers of that 
excess-to other banks in the States where it was 
to be paid during the present year on appropria- 
tions, or the ensuing year on the apportionments 
and in which last described banks and States a 
deficiency existed. In this way, on several occa- 
sions, the opportunity hss been improved, of be- 
ginning to perfect, gradually, and, in some degree, 
cotemporaneously, between places near, suitable, 
and of easy intercommunication, the great and 
difficult apportionment of the deposites of public 
money among several different States, as well as 
among different banks. The whole amount of 
transfers ordered since the first of July last, have, 
of necessity, been at times very large; but many 
of them have not yet taken effect; many more are 
still to be ordered, «nd the whole amount neces- 
sary to accomplish both objects will be less, and 
their operation easier, than if a different course 
had been pursued, and the two apportionments 
between the banks and the States, had not been 
united in cases where practicable and convenient, 
and where large accumulations existed on the one 
hand to be reduced, and deficiencies on the other 
to be supplied. Their union in such cases is suppos- 
ed to have been specially contemplated by. Con- 
gress, as.. explained in the second and supple- 
mentary deposite. act passed in July, and, as 
seemed just to the several States 


x 


“made necessary by the act. 


which had 


not before enjoyed much, if any benefit 
from the deposite and use ef the public money 
within their limits. Hence, while many transfers 
have been forborne, when feasiable under the 
jaw, and desired from public considerations, con- . 
nected with the great pressure in the money 
market, and which pressure they would, though 
authorized .by the acts, have severely aggravated, 
yet great care has been employed not to make a 
single transfer, except, in the language of the first 


. deposite act, ‘‘to facilitate the public disburse- 


ments, and to comply with the provisons of the 
act;” or, as described more fully in the second act, 
either. “ to prevent large and inconvenient accu- 
mulation in particular places, or in order to pro- 
duce a due equality and just proportion, according 
to the provisions of said act.”. All the traiisfers 
ordered, have likewise been sé modified in respect. 
to time, place, and business, as to produce the 
Jeast inconvenience and expense possible to the 


- banks or the community, consistent with faithful 


endeavors to execute the law on both subjects. 
seasonably and efficiently. They have been so 
conducted, as also to relieve the Treasury from any 
expense whatever ina financial operation so large 
and unusual. But in carrying out so large a mo- 
neyed operation as the new law. demanded, and 
one neither comporting with our usual fiscal pro- 
ceedings, nor following the ordinary channels .of- 
trade, it has required great caution not to create 
more embarrassment than has really occured from 
this source, and a greater derangement in ex- 
changes than actually exists. . In complying with 
the deposite act, it has already been found neces- 
sary to appoint forty-eight more banks, making: 
on the first instant, with the former ones, with- 
out their branches, the whole number of eighty- 
one. The Department has &edeavored in these 
selections to conform to the spirit of the act.’ 
of Congress, as regards their convenient loca-. 
tion for accommodating either the collections or 
the disbursements of the public money. It.has 
in all cases required the preiiminary information 
It has, as enjoined, . 
chosen at least one bank in every State, which had 
banking institutions, and which included all ex. 
cept Missouri and Arkansas, It has obtained from 
each bank a written agreement to comply with 
the duties prescribed by law, and in every case, ex-- ` 
cept four or five not deemed suitable, from. pecu-. 
liar circumstances, has received collateral security; 
for the faithful fulfilment of these agreements, 
aud has endeavored, from time to time, to make. 
such requests on the subject of specie and other 
topics connected with their condition, and 
their mode of transacting business, as seemed con-, 
dusive to safety and public convenience. The 
names of each deposite bank, with the amount of 
public money in each, and its detailed condition, 
in all respects, near the first of November, 1836, 
are exhibited in the documents annexed (E 1,2.) 
In another document (F,) is presented, more fully 
and recently, the condition of those banks with this 
Department, as it shows by their last returns to 
the Treasurer, on the‘ first instant, the amount of 
public money then on hand, the outstanding 
drafts then against them, and the existing trans- 
fers to and from each bank. 


A number of the States now have deposites suf- 
ficient, with the accruing revenue, to meet all 
the probabable demands within their limits the 
next year. But it is otherwise with several of 
them, and, where money has not yet beea placed 
in each State sufficient to meet the probable 
amount of deposties required there during the 
first quarter of the next year, for expenditure, as 
well as apportionment, it has been, or will be, put 
under orders of transfer, so as- to reach there sea- 
sonably, ‘ : 


Numerous difficult and embarrassing questions 
have arisen in the execution of the new dep@site 
act, in consequence of the novelty of many of its 
provisions, and the unequal operatién of others on 
some of the depositories. But where great doubts 
existed, ‘as to the true intention of the law, the 
opinion of the Attorney General has been taken: 
When that opinion has been unfavorable to the’ 
views entertained, under the law as it now stands, ` 
the parties have been left,as they must always be; ` 


_ ed for fiscal or other purposes. 


K 
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in such cases of supposed inequality and hardship, 
to resort to Congress for appropriate relief. ` 

. It is therefore respectfully suggested, that re- 
lief for the past, may be proper, in several cases, 
which it is anticipated the parties interested wiil 
present to the consideration of Congress. For the 
convenience of this Department, it is desirable 
that a provision be made for the future, that any 
agency furnishing ample security, be regarded un- 
der the Jaw, as having the same separate capital 
where established, as the bank to which it belongs- 

It is further recommended, that authority be 
given to discontinue such of the newly selected 
banks, as may from time to time be no long need- 
A large portion 
of them, after the contemplated deposites are 
made with the several States, will probably, be- 
come entirely useless to the Treasury, while their 
returns and correspondence will continue to be, 
burdenseme to all concerned. 

Immediately after the passage of the law, it be- 
eame the duty of this Department, among other 
things, to select a sufficient number of banks to 
hold the public money without exceeding three- 
fourths of the amount of their capitals, and one at 
least in each State having banks. As it seemed 
impossible to carry these provisions into execution 
in several of the States, unless banks should be se- 
lected which might possibly have issued or paid 
out some small bills after the 4th of July, and be- 
fore they had completed the agreement, and as- 
sumed the duties imposed by the act, it was 
thought that a natural construction. given to this 
limitation in that respect, would make it applicable 
only to such banks as were selected and subject to 
the law previous to that date, and that the others 
must not ona like principle make any such issues 
after their selection. This would impart a reason- 
able and practical effect to the clause, and at the 
same time not tend entirely to defeat the opera- 
tion of other provisions in the act. Accordingly, 


minute inquiries. were not instituted whether the’ 


banks applying to be selected had previous tq their 
application issued such bills or not; but all were 


i required at the time of their selection, to enter 
into an express written agreement to conform to. 


the provisions of the act, and consequently not 
to issue any ‘while they were public depositories. 
On more mature reflection, doubts baving arisen 
whether this was going far enough, and whether 
any banks which may have issued small bills be- 
tween the 4th of July and their selection could, in 
strict law, be retained, or could have been legally 
‘appointed, it was deemed proper to take the opiu- 
ion of the Attorney General on this point. He 


' confirmed these doubts, but recommended the sub- 
mission of the subject to Congress, before discon- 


tinuing any of the banks, which upon investigation 
might appear to have made such issues before en- 


. tering into the agreement. 


~The Department would, therefore, respectfully 


« recommend that an act be passed, sanctioning the . 


selection and continuance of deposite banks 


* which may be so situated, provided such banks 


have not issued: or paid out small bills after their 


A ‘appointment as public depositories. 


7. Of the Mint and the Currency. 

On the subject of the Mint and the new coinage, 
the Department is gratified to state that, by means 
of additional appropriations, of improvements in 
machinery, ard of an ample supply of metal for 
coining, through the fortunate remittances to this 
country of the French, Spanish, and Neapolitan 
indemnities, in gold, more money has been, and 
will be, coined during the present, than in any 
previous year since the foundation of the Govern- 
ment. The whole amount, from the Ist of Janu- 
ary, 1836, to the ist of November, 1836, has been 
in gold, $3,619,440; in silver, $2,877,000, and in 
copper, $22,634. The sums transferred to the 
Mint in aid of the coinage, under a clause in the 
late deposite act, have amounted to $700,000. 
When the annual report of the Director is made 
on the Ist of January next, a more minute account 
of all his operations, with his views cn these trans- 
fers, will be presented, accompanied by such sug- 
gestions for further legislation on the subject as 
his experience may lead him to consider useful. : 

The Mint and its branches would, in my opi- 
` nion, be more efficiently assisted by means of ap- 
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propriations, rather than mere transfers, to supply 
fully and promptly the additional coinage, which 
the additional wants. of the community may from 
time to time require. The Department is still 
convinced, for reasons formerly urged on the con- 
sideration of Congress, that a gold coin of one 
dollar in value might be very convenient and use- 
ful to the public in many of the ordinary transac- 
tions of society. The branch mints are all in 
progress, and will probably be completed by June 
next, and their machinery at a still earlier day. 
The coinage in them can commence immediately 
after their completion, if the proper appropria- 
tions are in the mean time made, and-the proper 


officers appointed. The greatly increased quan- 
tity of gold now existing in the country, amounts, |] 


probably, to upwards of $15,000,000. For this, we 
are chiefly indebted to the new valuation. of our 
coin, though some influence must be ascribed to 
the efforts made by the General Gevernment, and 
most of the States, to suppress the circulation of 
small bits, as well as to the favorable condition of 
our foreign exchanges since 1834, and the policy 
of ordering home the foreign indemnities in gold, 
and encouraging public payments to be, in part, 
made with this kind of coin. At this time, the 
.abundance of gold here is such as to have produced 
increased facility in distant specie operations, and 
it is becoming more widely and beneficially diffused 
over the different sections of the Union, to the 
greater accommodation of most classes of people, 
particularly in travelling and exchanges, and to 
the permanent improvement of our circulating 
medium. The amount of gold coined since the 
new valuation jn 1824, has been near $10,000,000, 
and has exceeded by one or two millions the 
whole amount coined in the thirty-one previous 
years which. had elapsed, after the mint went 
into operation. The amount coined during the 
past twelve months alone is greater than that 
during the whole of the first sixteen years after 
its establishment. Another important and gratify- 
ing consequence which has resulted principally 
from the present pelicy and system as to the cur- 
rency, has been, that, of all the gold coined be- 
fore August, 1834, amounting to about $12,000,000, 
probably not $1,000,000 then remained in the 
country; of that small amount only a very diminu- 
tive portion was ia active circulation. 

Indeed. before 1834 our coinage of gold was of 


| little benefit except to purify and prepare the 


bullion for exportation and for the use of foreign 
mints. 

But the great mass of near $10,000,000, since 
coined, undoubtedly remains in the country, and 
an increased and increasing proportion of it, i in 
active and convenient circulation. ‘To promote 
this desirable end, a larger portion than usual of 
quarter eagles has been recently struck, and the 
whole number of gold pieces of every kind made 
‘since the beginning of the present year is about 
1,000,000, and almost equals the entire number 
coined during the whole for y years previous to 
the-new coinage. The change inthe amount of 
specie of all kinds in the country, during the Jast 
three years, is highly gratifying, as an earnest of a 
more solid basis toa paper circulation already too 
large in proportion, and as a security not only to 
those classes who are most safe in the employment 
of a metalic currency for atl common purposes, 
but to the banking institutions themselves in pe- 
riods of panic and unfavorable balances in foreign 
trade. The whole specie in the country in Octo- 
ber, 1833, when the public deposites were removed 
from the United States Bank, did not probably 
exceed $30,060,000, and the portion of this in 
banks is not supposed to have exceeded 
$26,000,000; while now the whole specie. in the 
country probably exceeds $73,000, 000, . and of 
that the portion in banks is believed to be over 
$45,000,000, leaving $28,000,000 in active circu- 
lation. 

‘The paper circulation within the above period, 
has also been greatly and unfortunately enlarged. 
From about $80,000,000, which was then the suppos- 
ed aggregate after deducting the large amount of 
$20,000,000 for notes held ‘in different banks, it has 
probably risen, and chiefly within eighteen months 
past, to about $120,000,000._ But this increase, 
though great, it will be seen is not half so greata 


. cent: over the usual proportion, the. comparativ: 


_had become greater than the usual proportion. 


«: deemed in specie. On the first of January las 


sE 
| the amount about thirty-two. 


relative increase as has taken place hole: 
specie in the country, nor quite'as great as “hs 
happened in the specie in the banks alone. Com- 
puting that the paper.in active. circulation in the’ 
United States has generally averaged about two tọ. 
one of specie on hand in the hanks, and. was; ine: 
October, 1833, about three to.one, or near 30 p 


amounts of specie ‘at. the several returns, fro 
1833 to 1836, presented a very favorable change, 


and even now, in all the banks, taken asa wholes. 
are somewhat improved since 1833.: Bat. they 
have much deteriorated the last year abd a half, 
Again: While the whole amount, as well. a8. pro-: 
portion of specie in the country, is much preater-: 
than it was two years ago, and the proportion is. 
ample for the paper circulation in several of the . 
banks and States; yet it is manifest that many inss 
stitutions in other States have of late departed < 
more widely from the proper and safe proportions’ 
than their peculiar location or advantages for. bu-.., 
siness, however favorable, might warrant. on; 
sound banking principles. As some illustration of, , 
the general changes on those points since 1833,” 
the following brief exhibit in round numbers,’ and: 


| in a tabular form, prepared partly from actual re- 


turns, and partly from estimates, may be useful: iy- 


Dates. Papér în activelSpecie. in ac]; Specia in ë 
circulation. : | tive circula-|) © banks. =< 
i tion t i fo 

Near i E Oe 
Oct. 1833, 80,000,000] 4,000,000,25,000,000 .’ 
1 Jan. 1834, 76,000 ,000}12,000,000)27,000,000 ;: 
1 Jaa. 1835, 82,000,000}18,000,000}43,000,000 =" 
1 Jan. 1836, | 108,000,000]23,000,000|40,000,000- 


1Dec 1836, | 120,000,000/28,000,000)45,000,000:" 


At all these periods, except tbe Ist of January 
last, twenty millions of paper have been computed. 
as issued, but not in active circulation among the, - 
people, being held by other banks, and: so far’ 
considered as equivalent to. a deduction of a like: 
amount from their own circulat on, liable to be 


so -held was 
millions; and in July last the active paper cir-. 
culation was also probably some millions larger’ - 
than it now is: This exhibit makes the whole ac-” 
tive circulation of both ‘paper and: specie, about’. 
$6 50 per head of our whole estimated popula- ` 
tion in October, 1833; about $6 50 in January, 
1834; about $7 in January; 1835; about $8 50 in’ 
January, 1836; and near $10 at the present time... 
Though this is a less proportion of circulating me- ; 
dium than is now usual in the countries of Europe, ` 
which are most commercial, and where specie is” 
more used than bills, yet it isa larger ratio than has” 
ever been supposed to be necessary: in the United 
States, considering the character of two or three! 
millions of our southern population. The average 
here has usually been about $6 per head. Nor: 
has the amount ever before 1811 been supposed: 
much to exceed $5, and at no time since:has ex+: - 
ceeded about $7 per head, except under the ex- 
cessive paper issues towards:the. close of the late 
war, by which, in 1816, it was estimated to have., 
reached $11 per. head. a . 

While our country has, of late years, become 
more commeroial and wealthy, and has a larger 
portion of specie in use, which circumstances 
would somewhat increase the necessary and pro- 
per-amount of circulation per head, it has, as 
counteracting causes to these, greatly increased in 
the ease and quickness of communication, whether. 
by mail or otherwise, and in the use of bills of ex- 
change and drafts, instead of money, for. distant 
operations. Hence our circulation, during. the 
past twelve months, at $8: 50 and $10 per head, is 
deemed exe: ssive, and as in 1816, one great cause 
of the exorbitant prices which have prevailed in 
relation to almost every article, as well as of the 
extraordinary propensity to overtrading and spe- 
culation which has pervaded almost every section 


, of the country. It is true that during a few months 


past, the. paper portion of our circulation has, as 
befare suggested, been considerably reduced; but 
till that, with our present large amount of specie. - 


& 


intirca'ation added, falls a8 low as about $7 per- 
head, or the bank notes,_to about $80,000,009, in- 
stead of $120,000 000, the currency may- be con-- 
sidered as too redundant, and in an unnatural and 
inflated condition. The er-dit system has not only 
undergone an unusual expansion among individu- 
alsand States, but it has, by means of these inordi- 
nate paper issues, penetrated more deeply than is 
‘safe into the whole currency ef the country, and 
rendered ‘that which, as money, is and should be 
déemeil'the substitute or antagonist of credit, des 
pendent too much on credit itself, and subject to 
many. of the dangers and fluctuations in value in- 
separable from mere credit, rather than possessing 
theintrinsic and uniform value attached ‘to specie. 
This condition is believed to have been produ- 

ced chiefiy by numerous incorporations of new 
banka, without suitable legal restrictions, in many 
States, on the amount either of discounts or of pa- 
pet issued, in proportion to the specie on hand; 
and by the excessive demands for money, thus 
tempted and stimulated, to aid an unusual number 
of Sattavagant adventurers.in lands, stocks and 
trade. 


These, acting together, andin some degree influ. 
encing and exciting each other, have induced ma- 
ny banks.to hazard unreasonable and isdisereet is- 
sucs, äs well! as loans, to supply the wants of such 
an extraordinary crisis, and which there is good 
reason to believe, (however large ù proportion of 
specie fortunately exists in the country, and which 
may tend sooner to avert the usual evil consequen- 

: ces from the above state of things,) will produce 
much distress, embarrassment and ruin, before this 
spécie can be duly equalized, the excesses of pa- 
per sufficiently curtailed, and the exorbitant dise 
: eounts gradually lessened to their safe and proper 
mits ‘This increase of about forty millions or 
one-third of the paper circulation in a year and a 
half, is a sudden and great fluctuation, wh'ch ne- 
ver could occur in acurrency entirely metallic, and 
which would probably during the past year, as iu 
1811, have been much greater, had not the larger 
proportion of specie now in the country, and the 
in¢reasing disuse of small Bills, operated strongly 
as preventive checks. 


“But even now the excess hay been sufficient to 
Ggnstitute the chief cause for the artificial aug- 
mentation in prices, an unnaturai stimulus to spe- 
ewlation, and a rapid vascillation in the regular 
modes. of doing business, which cannot, under 
sound. views..of political economy, be too greatly 
deprecated, or their recurrence too carefully 
guarded against, These sudden and great vibra- 
tions in the value of property, labor and debts, 
however produced, or however flattering to many 
at first, are in the end dangerous to all classes, as 
well asruinous to commerce, and every species of 
regular industry. 

But should paper issues, ae¢erding to anticipa- 
tion, continue to be reduced, as during the four 
months past, by thenatural and conservative reac- 
tion of commercial causes, at home and abroad, and 
by the general, wise, and increasing discontinuance 
ofthe use of small bank notes through State legisla- 
tion, and provisions of a similar character and ten- 
dency by Congress, as at the last session, in the 
general appropriation act, and in the deposite law, 

‘and bythe diminished receipt of all bank notes, 
the: last few months at the different land offices 
for the sales of the public domain, a sounder and 
less artificial state of things will ere long return. 

The prospect on the subject of the currency is, 
therefore, on the whole, becoming more satisfac. 
tory, even without further legislation. But if all the 
States would unite in repressing entirely the ciren- 
lation of srnall notes, and in rigidly restricting all 
paper issues, so as not in any case to exceed three’ 
to one of specie on hand, which would be about 
two of paper in active circulation to one of specie 
on hand, and would add a few judicious limitations 
of the amcunt of discounts as compared with the 
capital and deposites, and on the safe kind of ge- 
curity to be taker for them, with the requirement 
of frequent publicity of their condition in detail, 
end of rigid accountability to periodical examina- 
tions by legislative authority, the time is not dis- 
tant wher our currency would become quite sta- 
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ble. Indeed, it deserves consideration, whether, 
under such cirenmstances, the whole monopolies 
of banking might not, with public advantage, be 
entirely abolished, and the banking privilege, 
under the above general restraints, securities, limi- 
tations and requirements, might not, particularly 
if the personal liability of the stockholders is sus 
peradded, safely be thrown open to all. 

A larger amount of tax or bonus to the States 
would probably be thus collected, without any in- 
erease in the usual rate; and, it is believed, that 


the interest now paid by borrowers, would by 


these changes become at an early day sensibly re- 
duced. But without the most careful and rigid 


restrictions, such a measure in this country, what- 


ever may have been its operations elsewhere, 
would, under our different institutions and habits, 
probably increase, rather than diminish, any exist- 
ing evils in the currency. 

It is conceded that these disproportionate issues 
by bank’ng institutions, are, in fact, much more 
frequent in regions where the number of banks 
is small, than where it is large, provided their 
charters be similar, in omitting prudent limitations, 
Because, in the former case, there is less vigilance, 
caution, and correction, produced by the jealousies 


and interests of rival institutions to prevent ex- - 


cessive issues, and irregular and dangerous dis- 
counts, 

But the tendency to excessive trading, excessive 
credits, and rash enterprises, is sq strong, and 
sometimes ungovernable, in individuals, and in 
some respects equally, or more so in corporations, 
as to endanger the stability of both banks and busi 
ness, unless the power to manufacture paper mo- 
money is carefully restricted and wisely regulated. 
The present amount of bank capital, as well as its 
increase for some years past, is another kindred 
topic of some interest. But space does not exist 
on this occasion, for its fuil exposition, and at the 
same time, itis not very alarming, except where 
it has been authorized without proper limitation 
on paper issues, and without other prudent bank 
restrictions, 


The whole bank capital in active operation, is- 


computed to have been over 
$200,000,000 in 1833-4 
231,000,000 in 1834-5 
259,000,000 in 1835-6 
And near fifty millions more has been authoriz- 
ed, most of which is supposed not yet to bein full 
operation. 


More facts will be exhibited on these points, and 
particularly on the amount of bank capital in 
each State, in a special report, soon to be pre- 
scented from this Department. to Congress, con- 
cerning the detailed condition of the State banks 
near the 1st of January, 1836. : 

Had it not been for large sales of American 
stocks abroad, and the very high prices given there 
for our principal staples, a demand for specie, for 
export, would doubtless have arisen ere this from 
our overtrading,and have greatly enhanced the pre- 
sent difficulties which some of the banks now ex. 
perience chiefly from the great excess of paper 
in circulation. The comparative value of specie 
being reduced by such excesses, the ‘evii would 
heve been still more aggravated, if those excesses 
had not become somewhat diminished, and specie 
had not become in greater demand here, in con- 
sequence ofthe circular, as to the kind of money. 
receivable for the public lands, issued by direc. 
tion of the Pres'dent in July last. This demand 
has contributed to retain and diffuse it wider, and 
to make its great and early export less probable, 
than it otherwise would have been. The other 
objects of that circular were gradually to bring 
back the practice in those payments to what was 
deemed to be the true spirit, as wellas letter of 
our existing laws, and to what the safety of the 
public moncy in the deposite banks, and the de- 
sirable improvement of our currency, seémed at 
that time to unite in rendering judicious. The 
reasons, more in detail, for the measure, are con- 
tained in the document itself, of which a copy. is 
annexed. (G) Our moneyed operations have also 
been somewhat affected by a few difficulties 


: abroad, in the nation with which our commercial 


intercourse is greatest, and: whose monetary sys» 
tem of lite years, often beating with a pulse like 
our own, is under influences nearly correspond- 
ing. ; 

Since 1833 the paper circulation in England is 
supposed to have increased over sixteen millions 
ef dollars, while the specie possessed by the 
banks has diminished over twenty-three millions, 
The whole circulation of private banks, joint stock 


‘banks, and the Bank of England, is now probably’ 


about 152,000,000 of paper to less than 26,000,- 
000 of ‘specie on hand; whereas in 1833 it was 
only about 137,000,000 to 50,000,000 of specie, or 
now from five and six to one, but then only two 
and three to one. Consequently, an alarm and pres- 
sure have arisen there, which sre operating unfa- 
vorably here, though they have arisen not so much 
from an excessive amount of both the paper and 
specie currency united, as from the greatly increas- 
ed disproportion being quite doubled between the 
paper issues and the specie on hand by all the 
banks. What portion of their paper was, or is 
now, held by each other, is not known; but as the 
bills of the Bank of England are a tender by all the 
private and joint stock banks, the amount is pro- 
bably large. Their banking system, as a whole, 
with every supposed benefit to be derived froma 
national bank, is believed to be under much more 
defective regulations, as to excessive issues, exces- 
sive discounts, and secrecy of condition and pro- 
ceedings, than is our own in most of the States of 
the Union. Indeed so unsatisfactory has been 
its operations, that they have recently become the 
subject of parliamentary inquiry, which is it propos- 
ed to resume and push much further ata subse- 
quent session. 
8. Land Office, 

Immediately after the passage of the law at the 
last session, re-organizing the General Land Office, 
some doubts arose whether it still remained attach- 
ed to the Treasury Department, and the opinion of 
the Attorney General was taken on the question. 
In consequence of his opinion, that the supervision 
over its concerns remained here, and of the direc. 
tion of the President of the United States, under 
whose control that law now places all the affairs of 
the General Land Office, steps were taken by me 
to carry it into immediate effect. 


The resuit has thus far has been 2 sensible dimi- 
nution in the pressue of the business of that office; 
a better system of supervision and despatch for 
most of it, and much less delay in completing titles. 
tothe pubhe domain. Should ihe sales not con- 
tinue very large during a few ensuing years, it is 
bel:eved, that the whole arrearages of business can 
be disposed of, and the premptitude in all its future 
operations secured,. which is so immediately im 
portaat to the great western and southwestern sec- 
tions of the country, and more or less beneficial to 
all, as well as cred:tatle to the administration of 
the Government. The report of the Commissioner 
will speedily be laid before Congress in a separate 
communication and contains many suggestions; 
which seem to deserve careful attention. 

9. Miscellaneous. 

Great inconveniences have been sustained in 
many parts of the country, by an omission to rè- 
peal or modify the previsces in the tariff act of 
1832. 

A detailed report on this subject has once been 
submitted by this Department; and the interests of 
the community, connected with the articles of 
hardware, affected by these provisoes, and conve- 
nience in the execution of the revenue laws, ap- 
pear to require the carliest attention of Congress 
to the subject. 

The revision of the present system of compensa- 
tion to custom-house officers, with the various 
changes in our collection laws, heretofore recom- 
mended in connection with that revision, is deem- 
ed very important to the mercantile community, 
as well as to the Treasury, and at thé same time to 
the just and rateable compensation for arduous and 
responsible duties to many collectors, and other 
officers. who are now inadequately paid, while 
some receive an amount disproportioned. to. their 
situation and labora. i 
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In connection with this subject; and in addition 
to former recommendations to Congress, as well as 
the valuable report on the safety of stam boilers, 
submitted at the last session from the Franklin In. 
stitute, it seems proper to urge earnestly for consi- 
deration the necessity of some provision for the 
more careful management of steamboats naviga‘'ed 

_under papers from the custom hous:s—subjecting 
their commanders, and in suitable cases their own- 
ers, tu the forfeiture of their papers, and other s2- 
vere penalties, in cases of carelessness or neglect, 


destructive to property or life. 


The security of the public money would be pro-` 


moted in many cases, by requiring bonds from dis- 
trict attorneys through the hands of some of whom 
large sums pass, in collections, without any coilla- 
teral oblig wicns being given for the indemnity of 
the United States, as required in most analogous 
eases of public officers. 


The act in respect to insolvent debor:, the exe- 
cution of which is-placed in the charge of this 
Department, expircsin June next, and the pro- 
priety of the further continuance of its provisions 
is suggested to Congress. 


The four first instaments due, under the French 
treaty, have been paid in Paris, since my last anng- 
alreport. The sum claimed by our agent, and by 
this Department, exceeds that paid by the French 
Government, in the amount of more than a mil- 
lion of francs, and the difference is now, the sub- 
ject of correspondence and negotiation What 


was actually paid has been remitted to this country - 


in gol}, and divided among the claimants. From 
the rates cf exchange and price of gold, it was 
deemed most advaniageous to the claimants to 
have it sent home in that form, though a direction 
was subsequently given to substitute bills of ex- 
change or other modes of remittance, if more pro- 
fitable, but which the agent did nut find it expe- 
dient or beneficial to do, 


he third instalment of the Neapolitan indemni- 
ty, and the first payments due on the inscriptions 
under the treaty of indemnity with Spain, have 
also been since discharged with punctuality, and 
remitted here in a similar manner under similar 
instructions. : 


Various other topics suggested in the two last 
annual reports to the consideration of Congress, 
and not yet finally legislated on, the Department 
would earnestly, but respectfully, present aguin toits 
attention. Among therm may be more particularly 
mentioned the reorganization of this Department, 
and the change in the commencement of the fiscal 
year and of the annual appropriations, 


Several other subjects have received proper at- 
tention, which are connected with the official du- 
ties of the Treasury, or have beén spccially de- 
volved on its charge; such as the repairs of 
the bridge across the Potomac, the survey of 
the coast, and the manufacture of weights 
and measures, not only for the different custom- 
houses, but for each State in the Union; the 
appropriate sites for new marine hospitals, 
the practices pursued ‘in other countries as to the 
transportation of their poor citizens hither, who 
have been burthensome for their maintenance, a 
digest of the returns and condition of State banks 
near January first, 1836, the sums disbursed under 
each appropriation made the present year, and 
more detailed exhibits of all the contingent expen- 
ditures of the Department. 

The most important ef these will at an early day 
be made the subject of separate communications. 

All which is respectfully submi ted by 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
Szeretary of the Treasury, 


Hon. Jamrs K. POLK, ; 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


TWENTY-FOURTH CONGRESS. 
SECOND SESSION, 


IN SENATE, 
Mowvay, Dec. 12, 1836. 

The following Senators appeare {and took their 
seats: 

The Hon. JOHN BLACK, the Hon. D. WEB- 
STER, andthe Hon. N. P. TALLMADGE. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States by his Private Secretary, AxN- 
ew Jackson, Jr. 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition from the 
heirs of Gen. William Eaton; which was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. RORBINS obtained leave, and introduced a 
bill for the more equitable administration of the 
Navy Pension Fund. Read a first time and order- 
ed to a second reading. 

Mr. EWING of Ohio; in parsuance of notice 
given, introduced the following joint resolution, 
wh'ch was read a first time, and orderad to a se- 
cond reading: 

. Resolved hy the Senate and House of Representu- 
tives of the Uniied Stites of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Treasury order of the eleventh 
day of July, anno Domini one thoasan] eight hun- 
dred and thirty-six, designating the funds which 
should be receivable in payment for public lands, 
be, and the same is hereby, rescinded. 

Resolved, also, That it shall not be lawful for the 
Secretary of the Treasury to delegate to any per- 
son, or to any corporation, the power of directing 
what funds shall be receivable for customs, or for 


“the public lands; nor shall he make any discrimi- 


nation in the funds so receivable, between differ- 
ent individuals, or between the different branches - 
of the public revenue, 

On motien of Mr. PRENTISS, leave was given 
to Jonathan Dean to withdraw his petition and 
papers. 

Mr. MOORE asked and obtained lesve to report 
bills- for the. relief of John McCartney, William 
East, and Samuel. Miller; which were read a first 
time, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. BENTON, in pursuance of notice given, in- 
troduced a bill to estabish a foundry; an armory 
in the west and southwest; arsenals in the States 
in which none have yet been established; and de- 
pots for arms in certain Statea and ‘Yerritories; 
which were read a first time, and ordered to a se- 
cond reading. is 

Mr. BENTON also, in pursuance of notice 
given, reported a bill granting a township of land 
to the French University of St. Louis, in the State 
of Missouri; which was read a first time, and 
ordered to a second'reading. 

Mr. TIPTON reported a bill to authorize Peter 
Warner to purchase a half section of land; which 
was read a first time and ordered to a second 
reading 

Mr. TIP TON also reported a bill to provide for 
the exchange of land with certain Indian tribes; 
which was read a first lime, and ordered to a se- 
cond reading. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that he would, on to- 
morrow, introduce a bill granting a certain quanti- 
ty of land to the Stats of Missouri for internal im- 
provements. 

Mr. MORRIS gave notice, that he would, on to- 
morrow, introduce a bill to prohibit. the sales of 
pvbije lands, except to actual settlers, in limited 
quantities. : ; 

Air. BENTON calied up the resolution submit- 
ted by him on Thursday last, relative to printing 
the Asnual Report on Commerce and Navigation. 

Mr. KNIGHT moved the following as a substi- 
tute therefor : 

** Resulued by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tadives of th: United States of America, in Congress 


assembled, That the annual statement of the com- 


merce and navigation of the United States, be 
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hereafter printed under the direction. 
retary. of the Treasury, and-communiéal 
as possible after the comnrencement of.¢ 


session of Congress; and that said statement be 


printed in the same form, and at the same price as. 
the ordinary printing of the two Housesof Con. 


gress ; that thei same number of copies. ‘as are 
usually printed; be furnished for the:-purposeé of. 
binding and distribution; and that 5,000:additional 
copies be equally. distributed to the membersof 
the Senate and House of Representatives,?\ 
Mr. BENTON expressed _his:willingness-te'ac- 
cept the modification, provided ; that’ the: words 
“three thousand” be inserted, instead ‘of fives." 
Mr. KNIGHT then amended the resolution ac- 
cordingly; and the same, as amended, was passed, 
and ordered to be engrossed. met 
The bill for the better organization, ofthe Dis- 
trict Courts of. the United States in, the’ State:of 
Alabama, which lay on the table, was taken up 


- aw] read a second time. wag SBS : 
i¢ Sen- 


On motion of Mr. KING of Alabama, 4 
ate, in pursuance ofits. order,’ proceeded to. the 
election of a Secretary of the Senate, : ; a8 
On the first- ballot: Mr. Dickins. re 
votes, Mr. Naudain 18, Mr. Young Ly 


had passed a joint resolution for the appointment 
of a Committee on the Library, and had appointed 
the committee on its part, ©, 0 0 

Mr. BENTON offered the following 
which was adopted: Seige? 

Resolved, That the Committee on Findace be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of abo- 
lishing the present copper coinage of the. United 
States, and of substituting therefor.a coitiage:of 
mixed metal, compounded of copper and. silver, 
and called inthe French mints bilon. Also, ‘that 
the said committee inquire into the expediency of 
directing a gold coin of the value of one dollar to be 
stamped at the mints of the United States. > i> 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the election of chairmen. of: the Stand- 
ing Committees, which resulted as follows: 4 


Chairman. of the Committee on’ Foreign ' Rela- 


b 


: 


ii 


: 


tions. —Buchanan 21, Clay 14, King of Alabama 1; < - 


King of Georgia 1—Mr. Buchanan elected, >: 
Crairman of the Committee on Finance. Wright 
S0, Southard 1, Webster 15, Tailmadge 1, blank 
1—Mr. Wriglit elected. eh ee 
Chairman of the Committee on Commeree.-~Kingt 
of Alabama 20, Davis 14, Tomlinson 1, Niles 2, 
King ef Georgia 1, blank 1—Mr. King’ of Alabama 


, elected. ; 


_ Chairman of the Commi tee on Manufactures. 
Niles 22, Knight 13, Meore 1, blanks S—Mr, Niles: 
elected. Te 
Chairman of the Committee on Agriculture— 
Page 20, Brown 14, Swift 1, blank 1-—-Mr. Page 


elected. : : 


Chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs = 
Benton 26, Crittenden 5, Wall. 2, Tipton 1, Me- 
Kean 1, blanks 2—Mr. Beaton elected. 07 e i7 
Militia. — 


Chairman of the Committee on: the 


Wall 19, Robinson 12, Grundy 3, McKean 1, Tip: ` 


ton 1, blank 1—Mr. Wall elected, ee 
Chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs. — 

Rives 20, Southard 14, Tallmadge 1, Cuthbert 1, 

blanks 3—Mr. Rives elected. Gas 
Chairman of the Committee on Public Lands.— 


Walker 21, Ewing of Ohio 12, Morris 1, Southard : 


Private Lani 
‘Claima.-Ling 19, Black 15, Ewing of Ohio} 


1, blanks 4—Mr. Walker elected. 
Chairman of the. Committee on 


. dank 1M 
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Fulton 1, Hubbard 1, Wright 1; blanks 2. -No per- 
són having a majority of all the votes, there was 
wo efeetion. Second ballot,—-Linn 21, Black 17, 
‘Mr: Linn edected. i 
` Chairman of the Committee on Indian. Affairs. — 
White 29, Sevier 2, Cuthbert 1, McKean 1, blanks ` 
Mr. White elected; ; 

Chairman of the: Committee of Claims.—Hubbard 
19, Swift. 10, Ewing of Ohio 2, Tallmadge 1, 
Southard L, Brown 1, Tipton 1, King of Georgia 1, 
Blank 1—Mr. Hubbard elected. 

: Chairman of the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims.—-Brown’ 18, Moore 13, blanks 2—Mr. 
Brown elected) 

Chairman of the Commillee on the Judiciary.— 
Grundy SI, Prentiss il, Crittenden 2, Webster 2, 
Tallmadge 1, blank 1—Mr. Grundy elected. i 

Charman of the Committee on the Post Office and 
Poet Roods.--Robinson 22, Ewing of Ohio 7, Davis 
3, Fulton 1, Ewing of Ilinois I, blank 1—-Mr. 
Rebinson elected. , 

Chairman: of the Committee on Roads and Canals. 


Hendricks » King of Georgia 1, blanks 3—Mr. 
Hendricks elected ; 


Chairman af the Committee on Pensions.—Tom- 
31, Prentiss 1, blanks 8—Mr. Tomlinson 


Chairman of the Committee on the District of 
ia-—Kent 21, King of Georgia 12, Southard 
9% King of Alabama 1—Mr. Kent elected. 

4 n of the Committee on Engròssed Bills. 
~-Morris 23, Ruggles 5, Niles 1, Hubbard 1; Ful- 
ten 1, MeKean 2—Mr. Morris elected. 

Mr. TIPTON offered the following resolution, 
which waa adopted: . : 

"Resolved; That as a testimory of respect for the 
memory of the Hon. G. L, Kinman», late a mem- 
ber of the Honse of Representatives from thé State 
of Indiana, the Senate will. go into mourning by 
Weary crape on the left arm for thirty days, 


W. K Fuller, Wagener, - 


The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
.. Monvar, Dee. 12, 1836. 

‘The Standing Committees of the House, ap- 
Printed by the Speaker, were announced from the 

Yerk’s table, as follows: 

OF Ways and Means —-Messrs. Cambreleng, 
McKim, Loyall, Corwin, Johnson of Tenn. Smith, 
Lawrenee, Ingersoll, and Owens. 

On:Pubkic Lands—Messrs, Boon of Ind. Wil- 
Hams of N. C. Lincoln, Casey, Kennon, Dunlap, 
Chapman, Hatiison`of Mo. and Yell.” 

if Ekeetions—Messrs. Claiborne of Va. Griffin, 
Hawkins, Burns, Kilgore, Buchanan, Maury, Boyd, 
and Young. TA 

Of Clatms—Messrs. Whittlesey of Ohio, Fo. 
veer, Grennoll, Davis, Taliaferro, Chambers of 
Ky. Darlington, Grahum, and Russell, 

nmuerce.~= Messrs. Sutherland, Pinckney, 


-Pearce of R. 1. Gillet, Phillips, Johnson of La. 


Ingham, Cushman, and McKeon, 

the Pust Office and Post Roads.—Mesars, Con. 
bor, Bri. Liporve, Hall of Vt. Cleveland, French 
Shields, Hopkins, and Kilgore. 

For the District: of Columbia.— Messrs W. B. 
Shepperd of N, C. Heister, Bouldin, Washington, 
Lana, Redgers, Fairfield, Moore, and Claiborne 
of Miss. 


On Kevohitionary Chims.—Measrs. Muhlenberg, 
Crane, Standefer, ‘Furrill, Beaumont, Craig, Cha- 
pin, Underwoed, and Weeks, 

On the Judiciary. Messrs. Thomas, Hardin, 
Bierce of New Hampshire, Robertson, Peyton 
‘Keucey, Martin, Vanderpoel, and Ripley. ; 

On Publie Expenditures.—Messrs. Page, Clark, 
MeLene, Mason of Me. Leonard, Haley, White, ` 
Pearson, and Chetwoed, 

Oa Invalid Pensions.—-Messrs, Beale, Schenck, 
Taylor, Harrison of Pean. Doubleday, Hoar,” 
Hewol, Jenifer, and Williams of Kentucky. 


On Manufectures-—Messrs..Adams, I): ney, Me- d| 


Comas, Webster, G. Lee of New York, Granger,’ , 
Bynum, Powler, and Whittlesey of Conn. ` f 
Qn Agriculure.—Messrs. Bockee, Bean, Shing, . 
berry, Bailey, Logan, - Phelps, Efner, and | 


BFE. 7 Bon B 
Ga the MMi a Messrs, al ascack, Henderson, ; 
; ` 14 


un of- Mass. 
Joshua Lee of N. Y. Carter, Graves, and Holt. 

On Foreign Affairs. Messrs. Howard, Cramer, 
Hamer, Alan of Kentucky, Parks, Cushing, 
Jackson of Georgia, Dromgooie, and Reacher. 

On Mittary Affairs. —Messrs, Johnson of Ken- 
tueky, Ward, Thomson of Ohio, Bunch, McKay, 
Anthony, Mann of New York, Coles, ard Glascock, 

. On Naval Affairse—Messrs, Jarvis, Milligan, 
Lansing, Reed, Grayson, Parker, Wise, Asb, and 
Grantland. 

On Private Land Claims —Messrs. Carr, Gal- 
braith, Patterson, Chambers of Pennsylvania, May, 
Huntsman, Lawler, Stade, and Garland. : 


On Indian Affuirs.— Messrs. Bell, Me 
Everett, Ashley, Haynes, Hawes, Chaney, 
gomery, ‘and Garland of Virgina. , 

On Territories. —Messrs. Patton, Potts, Brown, 
Pickens, Pierce- of Maryland, Hall of Maine, 
Johnson of Virgina, Boyd, and Miller. i 

On Revolutionary Pensions.—Messrs. Wardwe'l, 
Lea of Ten. Lay, James, Storer, Morgan Klin- 
gensmith, Bond, and Fry. 

Of Roads and Canuls-—Messts Mercer, V inton, 
Lucas Reynolds of Il Steele, Calhocn of Ry. 
Evans, McKennan, and Hard. 

Of Accounts.—Messrs. Leo of N. Y. Mail of 
Me. Johnson of Va. Turner, and McKennan. 

On Revisal and Unfinished Business.—Mr, Lunts- 


Carty, 
Mont- 


man, Mann of Pa. Mason of Ohio, Harlan, end | 


Farlin À 
On, Expenditures in the Department of Slate, — 


Messrs, Augustine Shepperd of N, C. Calhoun of 


Mass. Hunt, Morris, and Sickles. 

On Expenditures in the Department of the Trea- 
sury.-Messrs. Allen of Vt. Harper, Spangler, 
Russell, and Barton. 

On Expenditures in the Department of War— 
Messrs, Jones of Ohio, Bovee, Johnson of Va. 
Love, and Hubley. : 

Oa Kxpentituresin the Depuvtment of the Navy— 


Messrs, Hall of Maine, Sloane, Seymour, Petti., 


grew, and Mason of New York. 

Cn Expenditures in the Department of the Post 
Office. —Messvs, Hawes, Barns, Childs, Bailey, 
and Reynolds of New York, 

On Expenditures on the Public Psildings — 
Messrs. Darlington, Hazeltine, Pearce of Rhode 
Island, Galbraith, and Beale. 

The SPHAKER, on leave, presented to the 
Howea communiec:tien from the Secretary of the 
Navy, in Obedience toa call of the House ‘of third 
of June last, directing him to ascertain and report 
on the practicability of establishing a navy yard at 
Red Barn island, in the strait called the East 
river, and at Perth Amboy, in the State of New 
Jersey; which, on motion of Mr. JARVIS, was rc- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Petitions and memyrials were then presented 
by Messrs. EVANS, SMITH, and JA RVIS, of 
Maine; 

(The following petitions were presen'ed hy Mr. 
Suita: Petition of David Hodge for pension; 
Samuel T. Winslow, James Wyman, Lot Davis, 
Joseph Vearie, Daniel Davis, Jobn McLellan, 
Charles Coffin, John O. Brizgs.] i 

Mr CUSHMAM of New Hampshire; 

Messrs. GRENNELL, CUSHING, BRIGGS, 
REED, HOAR, CALHOUN, PHILLIPS, LIN- 
COLN, BORDEN, ADAMS, and LAWRENCE, 
of Massachusetis; à 

[Mr. Apams and Mr. Eaxconn presented sun- 
dry memorials, prayins for a repeal of the duty 
on foreign coal, and Mr. A. having moved their 
reference to the Committee on Manufactures; 

Mr. Parros moved their reference to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. Whereupon, 

Mr, Apaxs asked for the yess and nays on his 
motion, (which had precedence,) and they were 
ordered, : 

The memorial, under 
for consideration ] 

Mc. PEARCE, of Rhovle Island; : 

Messrs. 'FOUCEY, HALEY, and WINTTLE. 
SEY cf Connecticut; 

Mess:s. EVERETT, and ALLEN of Vermont; 

Messrs. HEARD, CAMBRELENG, VANDER. 
POEL, DOUBLEDAY, WARDWELL, CHA. 


the rule, He over one day 


-Hef as an invalid soldier of the 


PIN. LAY, GRANGER, TAYLOR, TURRILL, 
EFNER, RUSSEL, and LEE, of New York; 

[ Mr. Gringos Ler presented the petition of Hul- 
d:h Taylor, widow of Augustine Taylor, of the revo- 
lutionary army, praying for a pension; referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions; also, the 
petition of Salmon Ingon, praying for a pensions 


referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 


sions; also, the petition of the “proprictors and 
residents contiguous to Sandy creck, Mcnroe 
county, New York,” praying. Congress to improve 
the harbor at the mouth of that creek. ] 

[Mr. CHarin moved that the petitions on the 


` files of the House, asking an appropriation for the 


improvementof Port bay, on lake Ontario, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce: agreed to ] 

(Mr. Hano prsented various petitions for the 
construction ofa ship cbanne! around the Falls of 


. Niagara; also, the petition of inhabitants of New 


Vork, praying for the survey and construction of 
a harbor at the mouth of Eighteen-mile creek, 
in the State of New York.] 

Mr. PARKER, of New Jersey; 

Messrs. McCKENNAN, HARRISON, ANTHO- 
NY, GALBRAITH, BEAUMONT, CHAMBERS, 
CLARK, INGERSOLL; HARPER, and DEN- 
NY, of Pennsylvania; ` : 

{Mr. Fry presented the petition of Christian 
Mattis, of Pennsylvania, a revolutionary soldier, 
praying for a pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. } 

Messrs. McKIM, THOMAS, WASHINGTON, 
and JENIFER, of Maryland; 

[Mr. McKim. presented the following: the pe- 
tition of Hugh McDonald; of James Chalmers; of 
Martha B adshaw; of Samuel Deal; of Susanna 
Wurley; and of Ann Crawford and Mary Turpin.] 

Messrs. CRAIG, ROBERTSON, WISE, LOY- 

ALL, PATTON, TALIAFERR®, MERCER, 
HOPKINS, GARLAND, and JOHNSON, of Vir- 
ginis. - 
[Mr. Ganraxn, of Virginia, presented the peti- 
tions of the heirs of Licut. John Peper; the heirs 
of Lieut. John While; the heirs of Lieut. Wil- 
lam Lewis; the heirs of John Godfrey; the heirs 
of John Robertson; the heirs of Surgeon Gay; 
the heirs of Maj, Thomas Massie; the heirs of 
Capt, James Dillard; the heirs of Capt, 
Stewart; praying compensation for revolutionary 
services. 

Mr W, B. SHEPARD of North Carolinas 

Messrs, GRAYSON and PINCKNEY, cf South 
Carolina, te 

[Mr. Pinexwer presented the memorial of Fer. 
dinand Ciark, of Hayana, in the island of Cuba, 
praying the reraission of curtain duties paid under 
the act of 1854, concerning teanage duty on Spa- 
nish vessels; refecred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr, GLASCOCK of Georgia; 

Messrs. FRENCH, HARLAN, UNDERWOOD, 
ALLEN, and WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, 

[On motion of Mp. Hannay, the papers in the case 
of Henry King’s heirs, on the files of the House, 
were referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Cluims. Me Hartas presented the petition of 
Wilson Tharp, of Kentucky, praying the grant of 
a smail tract of the public domain; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands, 

Messrs, CARTER, DUNLAP, and SHIELDS, 
of Tennessee; 

Messrs, MASON and 

Mes 
isiana; 

Messrs. LANE, CARR, and DAVIS, of Indi- 
ana; 

[Mr. Laxr presented the memorial of Capt. 
John Cranson, of Dearborn county, Tad'ana, prays 
ing Feted, as an invalid naval officer, for injuries 
received in the performance of important publie 
Services, under circumstances of great danger and 
personal suffering; the memorial of Richard 
Oliver, of Dearborn county, Indiana, praying re- 

jast war.] 

Dir. Davis presented the petition of Norman 
Holt, of Indiana, asking permission to enter other 
lands, in lieu of lands entered through error- of 
Register.] 

Messrs. CASEY and REYN OLD, of Ulinoiss 


STORER, of Ohio; 
ss. JOHNSON and GARLAND, of Lou- 


(Mr. Cassy presented the petition of sundry 


cit-zens of Marion county, Plinols, praying that’ 


certain lands in that county, heretofore sold. by 
the Government, and relinquished, be again 
brought into marke‘; and that che right of pre- 
emption, for a-certain term of time, be granted to 
the settlers thereon; which, cn his motion, was 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands ] 
iMr. Reyxorns presented the proceedings of a 


public. meeting of the citizens of Alton, in the. 


State of Iinois, praying for a survey and the loca- 
tion of the National road from Vandalia, by Alton, 
in the State of Hlinois, to, Jefferson City, in the 
State of Missouri. 


Mr. R. stated thatit was due to the House, and | 


to the Representatives from Missouri, to say, that 
these proceedings required him to cause a location 
of said road from Vandalia to Alton to be made, 
and in no other place or manner whatever.] 

Messrs. LEWIS, CHAPMAN, MARTIN, and 
LAWLER of Alabama. : 

Mr. ASHLEY of Missouri. 

On motion cf Mr. CAMBRELENG, the annual 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury on the sub- 
ject of the finences, together with the estimates 
for the year 1837, was referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, i 

Mr. CHILDS moved that the use of the Hall 
be granted on Tuesday evening next to the Ameri- 
can Colonization Society, and on the adoption of 
the resolution, askel for the yeas and nays, but 
the House refused to. order them, and the motion 
prevailed by a yote of 91to 59, 

Mr. GILLET submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands inquire into the expediency of so altering 
the laws relating to bounty lands, as to allow those 
entitled to them to Iecate on any public lands sub- 
ject to cntry at private sale, or to receive land 
scrip in lieu of bounty iand, 

The resolution having been read by the Clerk, 

Mr, GILLET said he would explain the object 
ofbisresolution. It was within the recollection of 
most of the members présent, that the ‘soldiers ot 
the last war were promised bounty lands. The 
act which contained this promise, provided that 
public lands should be surveyed in Michigan, Mi- 
nois, Missouri, and Arkansas, if he remembered 
rightly. The survey in Michigan was never made, 
and the lands set apart in Hlinois and Missouri were 


long since exhausted. Consequently, those who 
have not received thei: bounty lands are compel- 
led to locate theta in Arkansat. ‘The lands there, 
he presumed, were good and valuable, bat they | 


were at too great a distance from the northern sol- | 


diers to be valuable to them, They ther 
go there to sete on them, nor can they 
them. If they keep them, it is d : 

owner to pay taxes at such è distant point, with 
which northern people have little or no communi- 
cation,” By the very words of the promise, the 
soldier has a right to lands at the North, where 
they are the most valuable to theni This wii 
work noinjery to the United States, but may 
greatly benefit the war-worn soldier, who may de- 
sire to settle upon or sell h's lands, Ue conceived, 

` with his friend from Ohio, (Mr. Vinton,) that the 
issuing scrip would be highly advantageous ard 
convenient to the seldier, and prejud-cial to no 
one. ` f 

The resolution was then agreed to. 

Mr. CHAPIN offered the following resolution, 
which, under the rule, lies over one day: * 

Besvived, That the President of the United States 
be requested, if he shail deem it ccnsistent with 
the public interests, to communicate to this House 
all information he may have obtained in relation to 
the bequest of James Smihso», late of Luudon, 
deceased, to foundan jnstitution at Washinton for 
the diffusion of knowledge among men, since the 
appsintment of an. agent ander the act of Con- 
gress of the last session : 

On motion Mr GIDEON LEB, 

Resolved, Thatit be referred 
of Waysand Means to inquire into the exnediency 
of establishing a system of warehousing connected 
with the customs, similar in its general features to 
the systems now jn use in some of the ecmmercial 


o the Committee | 


== 


| the pension to which their husbasds were entitled. 


Y sideration of the resolution till Monday next, which 


| to which he would have been entitled (if living, 
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nations of Europe, and 
in particular. - 

On motion of Mr. MANN, of New York, 

Resolved, That the Commi'tce on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of placing the name of Niel McNiel, a soldier 
of the revolution, on the pension roll. 

On motisn of Vir. EVERETT, ; | 

Resoluel, That the Committee on Revolutionary | 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of extending the benefits of the third section | 
of the act entitled “An act granting half pay to į 
widows or orphans, when their husbands and | 
fathers have died of wounds received in the milita- | 
ry service of the United States, in certain cases, 
and for other purposes,” toall widows and reyo- 
lutionary pensioners, so far as to allow them half 


to that of Great Britain’ 


Mr FRY submitted the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 


of immediately abolishing the duty on foreign 
grain and bread stuffs cf all kinds. 

Mr. REED moved to amend the resolution by 
striking out the words the “ Committee of Ways 
and Means,” and inserting the “Committee on 
Agriculture.” 

Mr. FRY hoped the resolution would take the 
course he had in the first place intended it should. 
He considered the Cominittee of Ways and Means 
the most apprepriate committee to which the sub- 
ject could be referred. | 

Mr, REED consideret the Committee on Agri- 
culture the most appropriate committ.e. He was 
in favor of baving the subject examined, and eare- 
fully examined, but at the same time he wished it f 
examined by the appropriate committee. 

Mr. REED’S motion was agreed to 
House: ayes 87, noes not counted. 

Mr. ADAMS moved a further amendment, 80 
as to embrace a repeal of the duties on foreign | 
coas, salt and iron. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of N. C. moved 
sugar. 

Mr. DAVIS moved to postpone the further con- 


by the 


als 


o to insert 


waa agrecd to. 

Ga movonof Mr. RUSSELL, 

Resolved, ‘I hat the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire inte the expe- 
diency ef granting to the widow of Nathan Tay- 
ior, 2d, late of New York, the arrears ef penson 


ame had not been stricken from the list 
of pensioners) upon the pension obtained by him, 
under the act of Congress, passed 18th March, 
1818, for vices in the war of the Revolution; 
his name having been stricken from the roll of 
pensioners for the singic reason that he was not in 
indigent circumstances. 

On motion of Mr. McKEON, 

Resgived, That the Committee on Commerce be 
directed io inquire into the expediency of regu- 
lating the pilots in the several Adantic ports of the 
United States, 

On mot.on of Mr CHAMBERS of Pennsylvania, 

Resolved, Vhat.it be referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, to consider the ewpediency of 
reporting a bill, limiting the liability of the surety 
of deceased or removed pubiic officers of the 
United States. 

Mr. MERCER submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resoled, That the Committee of Ways snd 
Means be instructed to reporta bill to amend the 
13th seciion of the act of the last session of Con- 
gress, entitled “An act to regulate the deposites of 
the public money,” by releasing the several States 
who may receive any part of the: surpiss revenue 
of the United States, ia pursuance of that act, from į 
any obligation to return the same, 

The resolution being then pead, 

Me. MERCER moved to postpone the consi- 
deration of the resolution Hl Wednesday week 
next. 

Mr. DUNLAP remarked: . 

Mr, Speaker: Pam opposed to the gentleman’s 
rescluiion being made the special orer of this 
House. ‘The resolution involves a very important 
question, te wits the power of Congress to gistrie 


and his 
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à j ee: 
i} bute the surplus revenue. ‘This important consti- 


tutional question was avoided at the- last session, 
and now it-is intended to -be brought up. to. t 
exclusion of all other. business. . Tie States 
have the Taovey, and may do what. they 
please with it, and I wish the discussion ..of this 
subject. to be postponed until. a long sessión of 
Congress. This will bea very short session, and 
should bea business session. The Tennessee land.. 
bill, in which my constituents are immediately inte. 
rested, has heretofore been postponed for the 
want of time, so much haying been spent in. 
the discussion of important political questions, 
I woul. be doing injustice to the interest of my. 
constituents, if I did «gree that this. important 
question should be taken up to the exclusion of 
other busnes, Sir, this question alone would oc- 
cupy weeks in its discussion, and other measures 
must be made to give way to- it, when no legisla- 
tive action can be had on it this session. =. 
Lam opp*sed to all unnecessary discussion: at 
this session; and I desire that thebusiness of the 
American people sheuld be attended to. I there- 
fore move that the resolution be laid on the table, 
Mr. MERCER asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were: yeas 126, nays 73 ` 
as follows: - . : 
_ YBAS.--Messrs, John Q.'Adams, Anthony, Ash, 
Barton, Beale, Beaumont, Black, Boon, ‘Borden, 
Bouldin, ‘Bovee, Briggs, Brown, _Cambreleng, 
Campbell, Carr, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, John 
F. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, Coles, Craig, Cash- - 
man, Davis, Desbleday, _Dromgoole, ` Dunlap; 
Efner, Fairfield, Fowler, Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, 
Garland, Gillet, Glasenck, Granger, Grantland, 
Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Haley, Joseph Hall, 
Hamer, Albert G. Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Henderson, Hiester, Hoar, Holt, Hopkins, Hubley, ` 
Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, Jabez. Jaekson, 
Jarvis, Joseph Johngon, Cave Johnson, Jobn ` 
W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, Kilgore, Klingen- 
smith, Lansing, Laporte, Lawler, Lawrence, 
Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Leonard, - 
Lewis, Lincoln, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, 
Ab:jab Mann, Job Mann, Joshua L. Mann, William . 
Mason, Moses Mason, McKay, McKim,. MeLente, . 
lorgan, Mablenberg, @wens, Page, Parker, Parks, ` 
Patterson, Patton, Franklin Pierce, Dutee J. 
Pearce, Phelps, Phillips, Pickens, Pinckney, Jobn . 
Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Ripley, Robertson, 
Russell, . Sebenck, Seymour, . Shietds,, Shinn, - 
Sickles, Smith, Taylar, Thomas, Thomson, Tou. 
cey, Turrill, Vauderpoc!: Wagener, Ward, Ward: 
well, Weks er, Weeks, Elisha Whittlesey, Thomas 
T. Wiittlesey, and Yeli—126. ; 
NAYS.-—Messrs. Chilton Ailn, Heman Allen, *, 
Baley, Bell, Bon?, Buchanan, Buach, Jobn Cale 
hoon, Wiliam B. Calhoun, Carter, Casey, George. 
Chambers, John Chambers, Childs, Nath. ti. Clai” 
borne, Clars, Connor, Corwin, Orane, Darlington, 
Deberny, Denny, uns, Everett, Freneh, Rice 
Garland, Graham, Graves, Hiland Hall, Bannegany 
Hardin, Harlin. Harper, Hawes, Hazeltine,” 
Howeli, Ingersall, Janes, Jenifer, Henry Sohne, 
son, Lane, Luke L.a, Love, 8. Mason, Maury,” 
McCarty, McComas, McKennan, Mercer, Montgo- 
mery, J. A. Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, Peyton, 
Potts, Reed, Rogers, W. B. Shepard, A. H. Shep- 
perd, Slade, Sloane, Standefer, Storer, Sutherland . 
Taliaferro, Turner, Underwood, Vinton, Washes 
ington, White, L- Williams, S. Williams, and 


Wise—73. f i 
So the resolution was laid on the tables 
ing resolutions. 


hez 


Mr. JARVIS submitted the followi 
which by the rule, lies over one day: 

Resoived, That the Secretary of the Navy be di- 
rected to furnish this House with the names of the 
officers of the Navy, who, have, during the year 
1836, received orders for service, and who have 
asked to be excused, together with. the reasons 
offered by them for such indulgence, : 

On motion of Mr. HARD, > ; 

Resolved, That two Chaplains of different de> 
nominations be elected, to serve, during the pre- 
sent session of Congress, one by cach House, who . 
shall interchange weekly. 2. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Virgina, ; 

Resolved, That the bill No. 353, entitled a hill 
to extend the provisions of an set, entitled an Act 

_ supplementary to the act for the relief of certain 


surviving officers of the Revolution, approved 7th 
Juiie, 1832, be ‘reprinted, together with. the re- 
orto i 
3 On motion of Mr. GARLAND ‘of Virginia, ~ 
Hesvived, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
. Claims be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
- ey, of so amending the act of the 5th of July, 1832, 
` entitled: * An act to: provide for liquidating “and 
“paying certain claims of the State of Virginia,” 
as to embrace’ officers, entitled to five: years full 
pay, in lieu of half pay for life; “and that the said 
committce be further instructed to inquire into 
` the expediency of providing for the payment of 
such judgments as bave been, or may hereafter 
be, recovered against the State of Virginia for 
half pay or commutation pay, under the act of 
the Legislature of Virginia of May, 1779. 
* On montion of Mr. WILLIAMS of N. Carolina, 

Resolved, That thè Committe of Revolutionary 
Pensions:be" instructed to inquire into the expe 
dieticy of reducing the term of service to three 
months, for which militia soldiers shall be entitled 
to draw a pénsion, 

Mr. SHEPHERD of N. C. submitted the follow- 
ing resolution, which was rejected: 

Resolved, That all’bills remaining on the calen- 
der, and which were not disposed of during the 
last session, be reprinted for the use of the mem- 
bers of the House. ; 

: Mr. WILLIAMS of Ky. submitted the following 
“resolution, which was rejected: ` 

‘Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency and propriety of passing a law extending 

“the provisions ‘of the act of June 7th, 1832, to 
those who were engaged or served in the revolu- 
tionary war for a less period than six months. 

On motion of Mr, HARLAN, 
` Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions inquire into the expediency of restoring 
the hame’ of Benjamin Briggs, of Kentucky, on 
the pension roll, 
< On motion of Mr. GRAVES, 
| Resolved, That the petitions of sundry citizens of 
the State of Kentucky: and other States, in favor 
of a purchase, by the United States, of the undi- 

~ vided stock of the Louisville and Portland canal, 
‘together with all other papers on that subject, 
heretofore referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, be recommitted to the same com- 
mittee, EN K 
" Mt. CHAMBERS of Kentucky, submitted the 
ollowing resolution, which was considered and 
- adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
instructed to report to this House the amount of 
revenue due to the United States, the payment of 
Which has been suspended under the “ast for the 
felief of the sufferers by fire in the city of New 
York,” passed at the last session of Congress; and 
that, in doing so, he. sta‘e the proportions of the 
amount which has been suspended under the first 
and second sections of the said act; and what, 
amount of the sums suspended under said section 
has been paid. 

On notion of Mv. SHIELDS, 

Resolved, “Chat the Commiitee of Claims be 
instricted to inquire into the expediency of re- 
munerating’ the troops who were cailed into the 
service of che United States ander the proclama- 
Aion of the President of the United States of the 

6th June, 1336; and who have been engaged since 
that tine, inthe service of the United States, in 


the Cre-k war, or in the expedition to Florida 
xgainst the Seminole Indians, for the loss of such 
horse or horses, as shall have been kiffed in’battle 
or by casualy; or as shall have died or been aban- 
doned in ssid service for want of forage; or such 
as shall have been abandoned cn account of ina- 
bility to perform further services from fatigue in 
said ‘service, or from other unavoidable causes; 
and that the same committee inquire into the ex- 
pedieacy of compensating the troops of Ken- 
tucky und Mississippi, who were ordered inio the 
service of the United States, by the order of Gen. 
Gaines, but disbanded by the President of the Uni- 


ted States. 

On metion of Mr. HAWES, 

tesolied, That a select conimittee of nine be ap- 
ponted, whose duty it shall be to inquire what 


iz 
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abuses, if any, exist inthe Military Academy at 
“West Point; and what changes, if any, are ne- 
cessary to be made in the mode and manner of the | 
appointment of the cadets; and also whether it 
would not be compatible with the public interests 
entirely to abolish said Military Academy; and 
that said committee have power to send for per- 
sons and papers. 

On motion of Mr. FRENCH, : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing an armory in Greenup county, Ky. 
on or near the Ohio river. : 

Mr. UNDERWOOD submitted thé following 
resolution, which by the rule lies cver ane day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to lay before this Hous: a statement 
of the various sums paid to the new States re- 
spectively out of the five per cent. upon the nett 
proceeds of the sales of public land within their 
respective limits; and likewise, copies of the re- 
ports made by said States or their agents respect- 
ively, in relation to the objeatsto which the said 
sums have been appropriated, and the manner of 
its appropriation. ) 

Mr. McCOMAS submitted the folowing joint 
resolution; which was read, and postponed to the 
2d January, 1837; 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa: 
tives of the United States in Congress asse abled, two- 
thirds of both Houses concurring, That the follow- 

-ing amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States be proposed to the Legislatures of the seve- 
ral States, which, when ratified by the Legisla- 
tures of three-fourths of the States, sha'l be valid 
to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitu- 
tion, to wit: First, the President of the United 
States shall, from and after the 4th of March, 
1841, be elect-d forthe term of six years. Se- 
cond, no person who shall have been elected Pre. 
sident of the United States shall again be eligible 


to that office. Third, hereafter the President 
and Vice President of ithe United States shall be 
chosen by the people of the several States, in the 
manner following: On the first Monday and suc- 
ceeding, Tursday and Wednesday in the month of 
September, 1841; and the same days in every six 
years thereafter, an election shall be held for the 
President and Vice President of the United States 
at such places and in such manner as elections are 
held by the law of each State for the members of 
the most numerous branch of the Legislature 
thereof. And the citizens of each State, who 
possess the qualification of electors of the most 
numerous branch of the State Legislature shall 
then and there vote viva voce for the President 
ani Vice President of the United States, one of 
whom shall not be an inhabitant of the same State 
with themselves; and the superintendents, or p-r- 
Sons conducting said election ia each election dis- 
trict, shall immediately thereafter make returns 
thereof to the Governor of the State. And it 
shall be the duty of the Governor, together with 
such other persons as shall be appointed by the 
authority of each State, to ascertain the result of 
said returns; and the persons receiving -the great- 
est number of votes for President and Vice Pre- 
sident, shall be holden to have received the whole 
number of votes which the State shall be entitled 
to give for President and Vice President 3 Which 
fact shall be immediately certified by the Govern. 
or, and sent to the seat of Government of the 
United States, to each of the Senators in Congress 
from such $tate; to the President of the Senate, 
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
The place and manner of holding such elections, 
of canvassing the votes, making returns thereof, 
and ascertaining their result, shall be prescribed 
in each State by the Legislature thereof. 

But Congress may, at any time, make, or alter 
such regulation. Congress shall have the power 
of changing the times of holding such elections, 
but they shall be held on the same days throughout 
the United States. The Congress of the United j 
States shall be in session on the second Monday in 
Gctober, in the year 1841, and the same day in 
every sixth year thereafter; and the President of 
the Senate, in the Presence of the Senate and House 
Representatives, shall, as soon as eonvenient 
and practicaBle, praceed to 


and returns, and. the electoral votes of the States 
shall be thereupon counted; the persons having 
the greatest number of votes for President and 
Vice President, shall be President and Vice Presi- 
dent, if such number be a majority of the whole 
number of votes given; but if no person have 
such majority, or if the person having the ma- 
jority ot the whole number of votes given, — 
shall h:ve died before the counting of the 
votes, then a second election shall be held on the 
first Monday and succeeding Tuesday and Wed- 


- nesday in the month of December next ensuing, 


which shall be confined to the persons having the 
two highest number of votes at the preceding 
election. But if two or more persons have the 
higheSt or an equal number of votes, then to the 
persons having the highest number of votes; proe 
vided, however, if in the first-election there were 
bat two persons voted for, and the persons receiv- 
ing the kighest number of votes shall have died 
before the counting of the votes, then in the se- 
cond election the choice shall not be confined to 
the persons previously voted for; but any per- 
son may be voted for who may be otherwise 
qualified by the Constitution to be President 
ant Vice President of the United States, 
which . second election shall be conducted, the 
returns made, the votes counted, and the result of 
the election of each State certified by the. Gov 
ernor, in the same manner as in the-first, and the 
final result of the election in each State shal} be 
ascertained in the same manner as in the first, at 
such time as shall be fixed by Jaw or resolution of 
Congress. And the person having the greatest 
number of votes for President and Vice President 
shall be President and Vise President of ‘the 
United States. But if two or more persons have 
received an equal and the highest number of votes, 
or if the persons who shall have received the ma- 
jority of the whole number of votes given at these. 
cond election, and shall have died before’ the 
counting of the votes, then a third election shall 
bs holden on the first Monday and succeed 
ing Tuesday and Wednesday in the month 
of January next ensuing; and if an election 
of President and Vice President shall, from any 
cause, fail to be made, an electicn shall be held on 
lie Ist Mondy and succeeding Tuesday and Wed- 
nesday in each succeeding month until an eleetion 
shall be made by the people. a:cording to the 
provisions of the constitution. In casé of the 
removal of the President from office, of his 
death, resignation, or inability to discharge 
the powers and duties of the’ said office, the 
same shall devolve on the Vice President, and 
the Congress may by law provide for the case 
of removal, death, resignation, or inability, both 
of the Presidentand Vice President, declaring what 
officer shall then act as President and Vice Presi- 
dent, and such officer shall act accordingly, until 
the disability be removed, and a President shall be 
elected by the people. . 

Fourth, no Senstor or Representative in Con. 
gress shall be appointed to any civil office, place, 
or emolument, under the authority of the United 
States, during the term for which he was elected, 
and for three months thereafter. 

On motion of Mr. PINCKNEY, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuzspay, December 13, 1836, 

Mr. A. DICKENS, yesterday elected. Secre- 
tary of the Senate, appeared and took the oath of 
office. . 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
& communication from the Secretary of the Navy, 
in answer to a resolution of the Senate in July 
last, showing the amount of moneys paid on con- 
tracts; on advances made to the disbursing officers 
out of appropriations made at the last session of 


| Congress, &c ; which was laid on the table. 


Mr. BENTON, agreeably to notice given, in- 
troduced a bill granting a certain quantity of land 


į tothe State of Missouri, for purposes of internal 


improvement; which was read a first time, and 
ordered to a second reading. : 

Mr. GRUNDY, pursuant to notice given, intro- 
duced a bill supplementary to an act entitled an 


open all the certificates |] “Act fo amend the judicial system of the United 
i , F 


$ 


States; which was read a first time, and ordered 
to.a second reading. 

Mr. LINN, agreeably to. notice given, intro- 
duced a bill for the relief of the heirs of Antoine 
Peltier; which was read a first time, and ordered 
to a second reading. l 

‘Mr. WALKER, pursuant to notice given, intro- 
duced a bill for the relief of the executrix of 
Richard W- Meade; which was read a first time, 
add ordered to a second reading. 

The resolution yesterday submitted by Mr. 
BENTON, relative to coins, was taken up, consi- 
dered, and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the election of members of the Standing 
Committees, which resulted as follows: 

Foreign Relations.—~Messrs. Tallmadge, King of 
Georgia, Clay, and Rives. - 

Finance.—Messrs- Webster, Nicholas, Benton, 
and Cuthbert. 

Commerce.—~Messrs. Davis, Linn, Brown, and 
Ruggles. 

Manufactures—Messrs, Morris, Black, Hubbard, 
and Preston. ~ : 

Agriculture.—Messrs. Morris, Kent, McKean, 
and Clay. 

Military Affairs. —Meassrs. 
Wall, and Ewing of Hlinois. 

Militia —-Messrs. Hendricks, Swift, Ewing of 
Hlinois, and Moore. 

Naval Affairs.— Messrs. 
Cuthbert, and Nicholas, 

Public Lands. —Messrs. Ewing of Ohio, King of 
Alabama, Ruggles, and Fulton. 

Private Land Claims.—Messrs. Porter, Bayard, 
Preston, and Sevier. 

Indian Affairs. —Messrs- Swift, Tipton, Linn, 
and Sevier. © i 

Claims.—Messrs. Tipton, Prentiss, Crittenden, 
and Ewing of IH. - 

Revolutionary Cliims.—-Messrs. White, Hub- 
bard, Crittenden, and Nites. 

Judiciary. —Messrs. Crittenden, Morris, King of 
Ga, and Wall. 

‘Qn motion of Mr. DAVIS, 

The Senate adjourned, 


Preston, Tipton, 


Southard, - Tallmadge, 


` HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
‘Tumspay, December 13, 1836. 

On motion of Mr. LOYALL, the House resoly- 
ed itself into a Committee of the Whole “on the 
state of the Union, Mr. Apams in the chair, for 
the purpose of taking up and referring the mes-. 
sage of the President of the United States. 

‘On motion of Mr. LOYALL, the reading of the 
message was dispensed with, and Mr. L. offered 
the following resolutions, which were read : 

Resolved, That so much of the President’s mes- 
sage as relates to, the political relations of the Uni- 
ted States with foreign nations, be referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs- 

Resolved, That so much of the message as relates 
to the commerce of the United States with forcign 
nations and their dependencies, be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. ` . 

Resolved, That so much of said message as re- 
lites tothe finances, and every thing connected 
therewith, the safe keeping of the public money, 
and every thing connected therewith, and the 
Bank of the United States, including the stock in 
said institution, be referred to the Committee of 
‘Ways and Means. 

Resolved, That so much of said message as re. 
lates to the public lands, and all things connected 
therewith, be referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands: ‘ 

“Resolved, That so much of said message as re- 
lates to the report of the Secretary of War, and 
the public interests entrusted to the War Depart- 
ment, except so much thereof as relates to Indian 
affairs, be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

‘Resolved, That sə much of the said message as 
relates to the militia of the United States, be re 
ferred to he Committee on the Militia. - 

‘Resolved, That so much of the said message as 
relates to the Indian tribes, and every thing con- 


nacted therewith, be teferred to the Gommitice on : 


Indian Affairs. 
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Resolved, That so much of the said message as 
relates to the report of the Secretary of the Na- 
vy, and the public interests entrusted to the Navy 
Department, be referred to the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs. ` ; 

Resolved, That so much of the said message as 
relates to the report of the Postmaster General, the 
_condition and operations of the Post Office De- 
partment, and every thing connected therewith, 
be referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. - : 

Resolved, That so much of the said message as 
relates to ‘‘an amendment of the constitution which 
will prevent, in any event, the election of Presi- 
dent and Vice l'resident of the United States de- 
volving upon the House of Reprezentativesand the 
Senate,” be referred to a select committee. 

Resolved, That so much of the said message as 
relates “to the want of uniformity in the laws of 
the District of Columbia,” be referred tothe Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbis. 


Resolved, That so much of the said message as 


relates to the “survey of the coast, and the masu- 
facture of a standard of weights and measures,” 
be referred to a select committee. i 

On motion of Mr. WARD, the resolutions were 
taken up seriatim- 

The first, second, third, fourth and fifth, were 
agreed to without amendment or division. 

The resolution referring the subjects of Indian 
affairs having been read, i 

Mr. LEWIS moved to strike out the werds 
‘and all things connected therewith,” and insert 
the following : 

«except what relates to the breaking out 
of hostilities in Florida, Alabama and Georgia, 


_ the taking the property of individuals for puw's'ic 


use, and the relief of sufferers by Indian depreda- 
tions, or by the operations-of our troops in Flori- 
da, Aiabama and Georgia.” 

Mr. GILLE ¢ suggested to the gentleman from 
Alabama not to move to strike out the words re- 
farred to, but to suffer them to be retained in the 
resolution, and make. an exception of the cases 
referred to in the amendment. 

Mr. LEWIS accepted the. modification, and 
went on te contend that the subject should be re- 
ferred to a select committee. There was no 
standing committee to whom it properly and ex- 
clusively belonged. Some of the cases. might 
properly come under the inquiry of the Committee 
of Claims; and others, arising out of the inter- 
course act of 1802, might be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs; but it would be better 
to refer the whole to a select committee. This 
was the short ssssion, and no standing committee 
would have time’ to investigate all the claims 
arising out of this subject. f 

Mr. BELL suggested a further modification, 
so as not to take away from the jurisdiction of the 
Committee on Indian Affairs the jurisdiction of 
inquiry into the causes of the war, but to except 
that part of the President’s message relating to the 
question of the expediency of providing for the 
sufferers. 

Mr. WILLIAMS could see no reason why 
these claims should not go before the Committee 
of Claims, and he should make a motion to that 
effect, by moving to strike out the words “select 
committee.” 


the views of the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr 
Bell,) so as to leave the question of the inquiry 
into ihe causes of the Indian hostilities in Georgia, 
Alabame, and Forida, open for the investigation 
of the Committee on Indian Affairs; which was 
agreed to. 

The resolution; as modified, was agree? to. 

Mr. LEWIS then offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That so much of the President’s mes- 
sageas relates to the taking the property ef indi- 
viduals for pubic use, and the relief of sufferers 


our own troops in : 
be referred to a select committee. 

Mr. WILLTAMS of North Carolina moved to 
strike out ‘select committee,” and insert “ Com- 


mittee of Claims.” 


Mn WHITTLESEY of Ohio referring to fof- 


Mr. GLASCOSK moved a modification, meeting - 


by Indian depredations, or by the operations of | 
Florida, Alabama and Georgia, ` 


mer laws passed in fayor.of sufferers by.indi 
predations, ‘all -of which had originate tin and: 
been reported by, the Committee of Claims, cons 
tended that all these cases ought also to go t 
that committee, though, if he consulted meri 
own feelings and convenience, he should desire the’ 
course propesed in the resolution. The Commit- 
tee of Claims, in the laws referred. to, had laid 
down certain principles; and all. former, claims 
arising out of Indian depredations, had been a ju- 
diated on them. Now if a select committee were ; 
raised at this time, and they adopted a new. prinei- 
ple of adjud‘cation, every old rejected claim would: 
be revived and brought.again:before the House; 
for the same principle which governed in Georgia, 
Alabama, and Florida, would have to be applied to 
indiana and Hlinois. : : eet 
_ Mr, GLASCOCK contended in favor of refer- 
ring the subject to a select committee. It would 
facilitate the business of the House, and it did not. 
follow that there would be a necessary departure 
from the principles which had governed the House 
heretofore. There might, however, be epécial 
cases, cases not embraced under any of the pre- 
vious laws, and there was therefore an evident pro- 
priety of referring the whole subject to a select 
committee. : 
Mr, PEARCE, of Rhode Island, was opposed 
to giving this subject a direction different from 
that which had always heretofore been given sto 
subjects of a similar character.’ -All these matters 
had been invariably referred to the Commitize of - 
Claims; a committee which acted upon. certain. 
fixed rules, and therefore had more weight with 
the House than a newly raised committee. . . 
After some further remarks from Mr, LEWIS, 
the amendmen’ of Mr. WILLIAMS was agreed 
to, and the resolution, as modified, was also agreed ` 
to i 


The resolution referring. the subject of weights 
and measures, havitg been read, i : 
Mr. SUTHERLAND suggested the propriety 
of referring this resolution to the Committee on 
Commerce, which had heretofore bad the. subject” 
under consideration, which Mr. LOY ALG, accept 
ed as a modification, and, s0 modified, it was 
agreed to, : ? l a 
"The resolution on referring that part of the mes- 
sage relating to an amendment of the constitution: 


‘was then taken up. : 


. Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to strike out, allvaf-. 
ter the word “Resolved,” and insert the following: 
“That so much of the President’s message as Te- 
lates to an amendment of the constitution, tog. ther 
with all propositions and resolutions submitted at the 
last and present sessioñ of Congress, proposing 
an amendment of the constitution, be referred. to 
a select committee, to be composed of —— mem- 
bers,” ` $ : 
Mr. LINCOLN inquired if auch an amendment 
was inorder.” The House had gone into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the President’s message only, 
and he submitted whether other matter not em- 
br.ced inthe message, could be then considered 
and referred,  ~ : ie 

The CHAIR decided the amendment to be in 
order,ĝon the ground. of the identity ofthe subject. 
The amendment was agreed to, by a vote of 
93 to 51, and the resolution, as amended, was also 
agreed to, and the committee ordered to consist 
of nine mem bers. i 
Therem in 
without a di visi n. . : 
Mr. CARTER moved an additional resolation, 
referring so much of the President's messge st: 
<elated to the employment of the Tennessee Yo- 

Junteers who had been called upon, but not muy j 
tered into service, to a sel ct committee. ; 

Mr. PEARCE of R. I. suggested its reference 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, towhich Mr. 

C. assented. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to refer it to the 


esolutions were then agreed to 


| Gusainittee of Claims; which was agresan to ayes 


9@ nors not counted. : : 
Mr. WISE submitted the following res lution 
Resolved, That so much of the Presi ients mes- 
sage as relates: to the “oondition of the -various | 
Executive Departments; the ability and nitegrity 
with which they have been.conducted; the vigi 
lant and faithful discharge of the public basine:s 


` referred to a select commuttec,,to. consist of 


pibe e oF gta hte? GOMER wom eee, -a ETN a re a e a ren ee Ne REE gate INS aay eam i OE a 


7 for the-establishmeut of a post route; 


Se 


in all of them; and the causes of complaint, from 
any quarter, at the manner in which ‘they: have 
fulfilled the objects -of their creation;’?* be 


members, with power to send: for persons and 
papers, and with: instructions to. inquige into the 
condition of the various. Executive ah oe tments; 
the- ability and. integrity with which they. have 
been conducted; into the manner jin which the 
public business has been discharged ên all of them, 
and into all causes of complaint, tromcany quarter; 


at the manner in which said Departments, or their ` 


bureaus, or their offiges, or any of their officers or 
agents of every description whatever, directly or 
indirectly connected with thera inany manner, of- 
ficially or unofficia'ly, in duties pertaining to the 
public interest, have fulfilled or failed to secom- 
plish the objects of ‘their creation, or have viola. 
ted their duties, or have injured or impaired the 
` public service and interest. And that said com- 
mittee, in its inquiries, may referto such periods 
of time as tothem may seem expedient and pro- 
er 

Mr. W. then proceeded to address the House at 
length in an examination of the course of policy, 
conduct, merits, &c. of Andrew Jackson, both as 

‘Chief Magistrate, and prior to his el-clidn w that 
ofice—diawing historical paral'els between him 
and several af the Romin Emperors; reviewing, 
and passing severe strictures upon; the fast annual 
message. eee 

The resolution'was sgreal to—yeas 86, nays 
78; andthe committee was ordered to consist of 
nine members. rah mit 

= COn motion of Mr, HARPER, the committee 
rosé aid reported to the House. i 

The SPEAKER having resumed the Chuir, 

Mr. EVERETT moved the printing of the reso- 
lutions and“amendments; which was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER laid before the Mouse a conr 
munication from the Secretary of War, transmit. 
ting a report, in pursuance of a resolution of the 
House of the 29:h of April last, relative.to-the of 
ficers and non-commissioned officers, s0'diers, and 

‘volunteers, who entired the service dwing the 
late war with Gréat Britain, and tepularly ‘dis. 
` charged; which, on motion of Mr. BRIGGS, was 
ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

“On motion of Mr. MANN, 
"The. House adjourned. , + tae 
IN SENATE, oge 
Weonespay, December 14,-1836, 

Mr. CALHOUN attended, and took his seat. + 

Mr. McK®AN presented the petition of sundry 
hardware merchants of the city: of Philadelphia, 
praying for the repeal or modification of certain 
provisions contained in the tenth and twelfui clau- 
ses of the second section of the tariff act of July 
tAth, 1832; referred to the Committee on ‘Finance, 

and ordered tobe printed. `. . feet 

Mr. LINN presented the memorial of John Me- 
Dowell, of Detroit, asking compensation in lands 
or money for the property taken by the cnemy 
during the late war, in consequence of. the niemo- 
rials Services in the American cause; referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of John 
Brunson, praying compensation for goods fost near 
Buffalo, in 1813, in consequence of h's teams 
being taken by the: American troops while haaling 
them; referred to the Committee of Claiine, 

Mr. HUBBARD also presented the petition of 
H. B. Brevoort, praying for compensation for sere 
vices as clerk to the board of Land Commissioners 
at Detroit; which was referred to the same Com. 
m ttee, a 

Mr. KING of Georgia, presented the petition 
of sundry citizens of Walker county, Ga. praying 

referred to 
the Committee on the Pest Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WHITE presented the petition: of sundry 
citizens of Jefferson county, Tennessee, who ‘had 
ovgan:zed themselves as a «ompany of volunteers, 
pla ing compensation ‘for their services. R, fer. 
red tothe Committee on Military A fairs. 

» Mr. ‘BUCHANAN presented the petition of 

ceriam umbr: lla manufgeturers ef the city of Phi- 
jad lphia, remonstrating against tle co ruction 


H of Mississippi, ports of entry, 


put by the Custom House officers on. the tariff 
laws in relation to the duties on certain imported 
articles used in their business. Referred to the 
Committee on Finance. : ` 

Mr. BUCHANAN also presented the petition of 
John Laub, Chief Clerk in the office of the Comp- 


| troller of the Treasury, praying compensation for 


performing the duties of the Comptroller during 
the sickness of that officer. Referred to the Com- 
mittee of ‘Claims. © f 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Doctor 
King, of the Medical Staff of the United States 
Army, praying for an additional compensation; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. . - 

Mr. MOORE presented the petition of Joseph 
McCoy, praying for commntation of haif pay for 
revolutionary services; which was referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the memorial of 


the representatives of Henry Moifit, presented at’ 


the last session, was again referred to the Comwit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. ; e 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, the memorial of 
the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, in favor 
of the establishment of a military depot at Colum. 
bus, Mississippi, was’ referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN gave notice that he would 
to-morrow ask leave to bring in bills for the relief 
of Samuel Y. Keen and George F. Strother. 

Mr. MORRIS, on leave, and ia pursuance of no- 
tice given, introduced a bill to prohibit the sales 
of the public lands except to actual s: ttlers, end 
in limited quantities; read twice and referred. 

Mr. LINN, on leave, and in pursuance of noties 
given, introduced a bili for the relief 6f the heirs 
of Nicholas Lachance,and the heirs of Joseph 
Placide; which was twice read and referred, 

The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the War Department, enclosing a report from the 
Chief Engin er, made in compliance with the re- 
solution of the Senate of the Gih of July last, 
which was referred te the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. TOMLINSON gave notice that he would 
to-morrow ask leave to bring in a bill to provide 
for the issuing of additional scrip for the satisfac. 
tion of United States miiitary land warrants. 

Mr. ROBINSON gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to bring in a bill to establish a 
Surveyor General's Office in Hlinois. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief 
of Mrs. Caroline Clitherall. — ~ 

The resolution of the House of Representatives 
for the appointment of two chaplains of different 
religious denominations, was considered and can- 
curred in. 

Fhe Senate then proceeded to ballot for the 
remaining members of the standing coimmittees, 
which resulted as follows: 

On the Post Office and Post Roads.—Messrs, 
Knight, Grundy, Brown, and Niles. 

Oa Roads and Cunals.—Messrs. McKean, Ro- 
binson, Nichclas, and Page. 

On Pensions—Messrs. Hubbard, Morris, and 
Sevier. i ` 

On the Committee for the District of Uolumbie.— 
Messrs. King of Ala. King of Ga. Black, and 
‘Nicholas, 

On the Library —Messrs. Robbins, Prentiss, and 
Wall. 

On Engrossed Bills —Mess:s. Page and Fulton. 

Mr, HUBBARD submitted the folowing reso- 
lution, which lics on the tuble one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutiona- 
ry Claims be instructed to inquire ints the ex pedi. 
ency-of allowing to the heirs of Doctor Williara 
Cogswel, deceased, (who was a hospital surgeon 
of the army during the war of the revolution,) the 
commutation pay granted to such officers in pur- 
suance of the resolution.of the. Continestal Con- 
gress, of March, 1783. 

Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which Feson the table‘onz day: 

_ Resolved, That the Committee on Commeree 
be instructed to isquire info the eapdiency of 
creating Vicksburg and Grand Gulf, in the States 
and placing on the 


same footing all the ports of entry of the United 
States, ; 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution? 
which lies on the table one day: 

Regoived, That the Committee on Commerce in- 
quire into the expediency of making an appro- 
priation for. the completion of the river Raisin 
harbor, in Michigan, agreeably to the estimate 
furnished by the Engineer under whose superin- 
tendente and direction the work is constructing. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, the message of the 
President on the subject of the propose? publica. 
tion of Mr. Madison’s History of the Convention, 
was, with the accompanying documents, referred 
to the Committee on the Library. 

The following bills were severally read the se- 
coni time and referred: 

The bill to amend the act to pravicde for the bet- 
ter organization of the courts of the United States 
for the district of Alabama; ‘ N 

The bill for the relief of Sarah Angel and cthers; 

The bil! to allow a Grawhack on cordage mami- 
fectured from foreign hemp when exported; 

The bill making appropriations for the collec. 
tion of materials, the purchase of sites, and the 
commencement of certain fortifications, and for 
other purposes ; f 

The bill to increase the present milit 
establishment of the United States; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of General 
William Eaton; and 

The bill to advance to the States of Alabama 
and Mississippi one million of dollars, out of the 
three per cent. fund reserved from the sales of the 
publie lands, for the purpose of constructing a 
railway from Brandon, Mississippi, to Cuhaba, 
Alabama ; 

The resolution submitted by Mr. EWING of 
Ohio, to rescind the Ticasury order of July last, 
designating the funds to be received in’ payment 
for the public lands, was taken up for consideras 
tion. , 

Mr. EWING having. cited the terms of the 
Treasury order of the 11th of July last, said he 
thought that he might fairly denominate this paper 
as one ofan extraordinary character., But before 
he proceeded to an examination of it, and the dif- 
ferent bearings and propositions it contained, he 
would, in a few words, give his views as to the 
state of things in which the order had originated. 
He did not think that the chjects avowed therein 
were the only—certainly not the leading —motives 
which induced the issuing of the order ia ques- 
tion, He thought there were more potent reasons 
than those to be found in the order itself. It 
would be recollected that early in the last session 
there was a contest for the disposition of the pub- 
lic funds. It was foreseen by us.that there would 
be a large accumulation of the public .Pevenue, 
and it was supposed, even prior to the meeting of 
Congress, that some bill would be introduced for 
the purpose of taking the surplus out of the hands 
of the Executive, and making some disposition of 
it. Early, however, after the assembling of Con- 
gress, the po.icy developed itself of conveying: to 
the public and the two. Houses of Congress, and 
impressing on them, the idea that there was then 
no surplus, nor would there- be any. Now, this 
was the course of policy which appeared to, be 
resolved upon, and which was finally adopted. 
He contended that the Secretary of the Treasury, 
when he made his report to Congress, last De- 
cember, must have been able to state, if he would 
—and certainly within two millions of the amount 
what would be the probable receipts in the 
‘Treasury at the expiration. of the two following 
quarters, Ee (Mr. Ewing) knew from experi- 
enee, that it was easy enough, to ascertain -pretty 
nearly what would be received in a giyen time, 
taking the past as a basis for the calculation of the 
fultire. From Jooking at the report of the Se: 
cretary of the Treasury, at the time, he had 
ascertained what would be the amount. . Byen 
allowing that the Secretary did net know “the 
fact, it was nevertheless in his power ‘to have 
arrived at a knowledge’ of it by makin! the neses- 
sary inquiries. It was his (Mr. Ewing) impres- 
sion that the Secretary ‘of the Treasury’ did pot 
desire that Congress and the people should know 
what amount had been received, or Was about t+ 


ary peace 


be received, into the public Treasury, 
Senators generally took the same grourid; and it 


was not until the month of Aprl that this bedy,. 


or the joint majority of it, could be brought to 
concede that there was to be any ‘actual surplus; 
and gentlemen did contend, at last, that there 
would be no surplus for distribution... It was said 

` that the estimate we then made would be fas'ened 
upon us as a wrong celculation. He had thought 
then that it would be a very hard matter tu do so, 
and so time had proved. 

Mr. E. proceeded. to say that the course of 
those who’ had expressed their opinion that there 
would be no surplus, had been to get up expe- 
dients by which to squander millions upon millions 
of the public money, and thus do away with the 
impression that there would be any surplus. It 
wasaremarkable fact that Congress had adjourn- 
edonly seven days when the Treasury circular 
was issued, and which grew out of the circum- 
stances he had already detailed. It was issued, 
not in pursuance of a law of Congress, but, he pre- 
sumed, at the instance of gentlemen who had join- 
edin recommending it. 

He entertained the opinion that the effect of it 
had been to embarrass the commerce and currency 
of the country; and it was no doubt promulgated 
for the purpose of making the public suppose that 
it was the distribution bill which had caused the 
pressure and embarras:ment under which they 
were laboring. Doubtless, among oiher motives, 
one was to effect a check in the sales of the public 
Jands, by raising their price, and thus enabling the 
holders to sell them for cash at ten or fifteen per 
cent. more than they had agreed to pay for thew. 
Mr. E. muintained that the order worked favora- 
bly for speculators, defended the banks generally 
from the charge made against them of having made 
over issues, and averred that the allegation was 
true only as respected the deposite banks, Another 
objeet, which he undersiood the Treasury order 
was issued to effect, was, to put down the paper 
currency, and increase that of gold and silver. Mr. 
E. here went into an elaborate argument to show 
that the attempt would totally fail, and then con- 
tended that the order, having produced the effects 
he had indicated, ought, as a mere mutter of poli- 
cy, tobe at once rescinded. If that were done, 
confidence would be restored, and the difficul'ies 
which exist in regard to the currency would im- 
mediately disappear. He weuld say, with regard 
to the second branch of the resolution which he 
had the honor to offer, that, if passed, it would 
prevert the Secretary of the Treasury from making 
any discrimination in the money receivable for the 
public lands. It was not right nor just (hat there 
should be any such discrimination made when pub- 
lic property was set up for sale. 

Mr. BENTON observed, that he should want to 
make some exposition of facts which he thought 
would go far to invalidate the state ments made re- 
specting the previous effects of this Treasury or- 
der, and to demonstrate clearly what had been its 
practical and beneficial results. For this purpose 
he should want a little more time, in order to get 
the returns, and such other documentary evidence 
as it would be necessary for him to refer to. He 
should show then to the Senate, far more satisfac- 
torily by facts, than the gentleman from Ohio hid 
been able to-do by. argument, why the banks had 
been prevenjed from extending the usual accom- 
modations tothe public. While on his feet, he 
would say that he entirely concurred with the 
Senator from Ohio in his construction of the hw 
as respected payments into the public Treasury, 
for the purchase of lands, it had been his opinion 
for sixteen or seventeen years past, that the 
law ought to be so construed, though it had re- 
mained but asa dead letter on the statute beck. 
He remembered that some years ago a Register of 
-a land cffice in Missouri, construing the act as he 
and the Senator from Ohio did, refused to receive 
froma purchaser a Treasury certificate of de- 
posite, and he (Mr. B.) was applied to by the in- 
dividaal to get the money returned to him. 

He had, however, heard it said since his arrival 
here, (though he did not get his information from 
any officer of the Government,) that as saon as the 
attention of the Secretary was turned to the law, 
he had given it the same construction thst had 


Honorable’ 


| priations were ‘staved off, for the purpose of mak- 


“from what it was. 
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been given to it by himself and the Senator from 

hio. bare: z à ibe a 

While up, he would remark that as to this large 
amount of surplus on hand to distribute, which 
showed that there was so great a mistake on the 
part of those who said that there would be none, 
(though they said so with the necessary qualifica- 
tions, that the appropriations should be made in 
time to be used,) yet wien they came to teok at 
the President’s message, they found that of this 
large surplus, fifteen or sixteen millions of it was 
appropriated money, which could not be used, be- 
cause the year was half gone before the appro- 
priations were made. This (said Mr. B:) we re- 
presented so often last session on this floor, that 
if walls had tongues, as they are said to have ears, 
they would again and again reverberate the warn- 
ing. But (said Mr, B.) the committees were so 
orgunized, being controlled by gentlemen who 
were in favor of distribution, and consequently 
anxious for surpluses, that the necessary appro- 


ing them. Š 

In this way they might have surpluses in abun- 
dence at every session, and the whole revenue 
might, by keeping off the appropriations till too 
late to be used, be converted into surplus, It 
was almost incred:ble (Mr. B. said) to see the 
manner in which business was precrastinated at 
the last session. These few leaves, said Mr. 
Benton, (turning over a few pages of the acts,) 
contain every private act passed by Congress 
at the last session. They were Mr. Whit- 
tlesey’s acts—sets sent up by the industry of one 
single man in the other House- Here, said Mr. 
B. (turning again to the vehume,) are the remain- 
der of the acts; and when you come to look ut 
them, you wili find thet the appropriation Lills 
were ‘staved off? until the last moment, Here- 
peated, that if the «appropriations bad been made 
in time to be used, which would have been done 
had it not been for the extraordinary organization 
of the committees of that body, by which they 
were controlled by those. gentlemen in favor of 
surpluses, the case would hive been far different 
There would not have been 
so much surplus to talk of, and there would have 
been no occasion for this new application of the 
term to an usexpended’ balance. . It was a new 
idea (he said) to prevent the appropriations from 
being passed; and, instead of letting the money 
remain fortwo years before it could be called a 
surplus, as under the usage of the former Jaw, to 
immediately seize upon it for dis ribution. 

We have often (said Mr. B.) had fifteen or six- 
teer milions of the surplus inthe Bank of the 
United States, and not one word was said about it; 
and if the appropriations of the last session had 
been made in time to be uscd, (and there were 
many, too, ihat had been given up by their sup- 
porters,) there would be no more surplus in the 
Treasury now than had frequently been in the 
Bank of the Unit d States, without occasioning 
any excitement or alarm. a 

Me. B. only rose tosay that he concurred with 
the Senator from Ohio in his construction of the’ 
law as to Treasury certificates of deposite, and to 
state what he had heard, that the officers of Go- 
yernment bad given it the same constrection. 
What he had further to say was, that some dispo- 
sition of this resolution of the Senator from Ohio 
should be made, which would permit the ordinary 
business of the Senate to go on without interrup- 
tion, and net to have the important bills attending 
the commencement of t on blocked out by 
ted debate, He wished that the resolu- 
tion & be laid on the tablefor the present, to 
give him time to refer to the documents necessary 
to bé wed in reply to the Senator, and that the 

iness of the Senate might go on. 

Me. -BSTER observed that he did not see 
that so much cfFect would be produced by the 
f the resolution on the land offices 


ordinary 


operation 


themselves, as upon the general currency of the 
country. 


lt wes notorious that the currency of 
wesin avery disordered state. An 
e of things in relation to the carron- 
Prices of commodities remained high, 
For this they must ‘look 
ause, prodcing soextra- i 


„bie circumstance that in the whole message, so far 
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ordinary a result’ He presumed that the éou 


ceedings Of Congress with regard to thi 
and he therefore hoped ‘that the piin 
be considered at as early a day as possib 
.no desire to obstruct the business of the Senate, 
but he thought that tha resolution might be takea 
up in the beginning of the next week, without 
terially interferring with it. He would, thére 
move that it be postponed to, and made the rder 
of the day for, Monday next, and that the Tresizy 
order referred to by it be printed, 
The motion of Mr. 
adopted, — . zi 
The resolution directing the annual Treainrý 
statements of thé commerce and navigation of the 
United States. to be printed under the direction 
ofthe Secretary of the Treasury, was: read, the 
third time and passed. a oes 
The Senate adjourned, 


would Took with considerable anxiety on the. wd 4 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, - 
- Weongspay, Dee. 14, 1836. > * : 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a corms 
munication from the First Comptroller of the Trea- 


sury Department, transmitting, in pursuance of $ 


the acts of 1809 and 1817, statements. of the,- 
accounts remaining unsettled, or on which balen- - 
ces are due, more than three years prior to the | 
30th of September, 1836; which, on motión of Mr, 
WHITTLESEY of Ohio, was ordered to Te on 
the table and be printed. ceil: 
PRESIDENT’3 MESSAGE. 

Qn motion of Mr. LOYALL, the House thea 
took up the resolutions reported on yesterday froth 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
Union on the President's message. - ate À 

The resolutions, as amended, having been reed, 
they were all concurred in except three, = 0 0> o; 

Mr. ADAMS moved to amend the third resiu- | 
tion, which was as follows: a 

“Resolved, That so much of the said: mess: 


v4 


e 
relates to the finances, and every thing canneeten : 
therewith; the safe-keeping of the public mone: 4 
and every thing connected therewith, and: he ; 
Bank of the United States, including the stock of | 
the United States in that institution, be referred te 
the Committee of Ways and Means,” by inserting 
aft r the word “therewith,” in the third line, 
the following: “except su much as relates-to'the 
protecting duties and every ‘thing connected 
therewith; and also to.add the following at the 
end of the resolution: ‘*and, Resolved, Si 
much thereof as relates to the protecting daties 
and every thing connected therewith, be eleits 
to the Committee on Manufactures.” 

Mr. ADAMS went at some length into the ma- 
sons which induced himto propose the amend- 
ment he had offered. He said it was a remarks- 


as he had looked into it, there was nothing’ to be 
found which related to the subject of the protec. 
tive duties; and perhaps, in consequenee of this, 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Loyall) tad 


not made a proposition to refer any pact ef the @ 


message to the Committee on Manufactures. W 
must be apparent that that part of the message re- 
lating to the finances,"&e. bore very considerably 
on the interests of manufactures, and: should be 
considered by the committee on that subject. Ft 
had been the pleasure of the House te appoints 
standing Committee on Manufactures, an rag 
the honor of being placed at the head of that com- 
mittee, he felt himself bound therefore to attewd 
te those interests when committed to his chupa 
but he must repeat that he was surpri-ed to-find 
no more reference to those interests than if none 
such existed. He considered the subject not te 
belong tothe Committee of Ways and Meins. 
Their duties were to devise ways and means for 
raising 1evenue, but at present they had ten muck 
revenue, and the question was how should they 
digpese of some part of it. The interests of caw- 
merce, of agriculture, and of manufactures, were 
all deeply interested in’ this question, and be cot- 
sidered the Committee of Manuffatures the appre 
priate committee to which-to refer the subject. 
‘There w.s no difference of opinion as to the præ 
priety of amne reduction of duty; but i waa ae te 


Webster ‘was fides : iel E 


t of the reduction. On the first day on 

hit itióñs Were received, he had presented 
one froni 1,160 citizens of Boston, requesting a 
reduetion of the duty on iron, coal, aad the neces- 
aries Of life: He moved to ‘refer that petition to 
the ‘Committee on Manufactures, because it ope- 
manufacturing interests of tne coun- 


usé, Ifthe House should refe r the. 
the Coramittee of Ways and Means, he 
omplain; butif they did, so far as this 
subject i yncerned, he thought the Commit- 
tee'on Manufactures might as well take a holiday 
to the close of the session. - i 
‘Mr. CAMBRELENG briefly opposed the course 
recommended by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts: Mr. ©, was glad. to hear from the gentle- 
man that he had examined the President’s message 
in vain for any thing on the subject of protecting 
duties, but there were some statements made by 
the gentleman to which he felt impelled to say a 
few words in reply. He had no particular objec- 
tion to the reference of subjects. wholly relating 
to the protection of domestic manufactures to any 
committee of that House; but this was not one of 
thet character. Adverting to the petition refer- 
red to by Mr. A. hé said it was in the recollection 
of the House that a memorial was presented, two 
years ago, on the. subject of the duty on coal, 
which was referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, end remained ‘there til the present 
presiding officer of the House, (then chairman of 
that Committee, ) reported ipon its and a similar 
memorial had becn so referred at the present 
session. Now he would. briefly show the dis- 
tinction. between the two committees. When 
the: Committee, on Manufactures was first estab- 
lished, it was for the purpose of examining into the 
various commodities on which duties were pro- 
posed to be levied, and into the propriety of pro- 
tecting them, without any reference whatever to 
the subject of the revenue of the country. Upon 
this very principle, the bill of 1816 was passed; for 
the, purpose ef cherishing the interests of the 

reat capitalists, but not for revenue. They now 
found themselves in a different position, collecting 
millions upon millions under that law beyond the 
“wants of the Government; and the question now 
arosey-in-what,. manner: those sum; should be re- 
duced; a question: purely. and altogether of finance, 
and: properly.coming under the cognizance of the 
Committee of, Ways and Means, That was, 
howevenya questionwhieh the House could deter- 
mine: -hereafter—the: whole subject having to 
come up on Monday next, and it would probably 
result in referring it to -a select committee. Was 
it the provitice of the Committee on M-nafac- 
hres, or the Committee on Commerce, or the 
Conmittee on Agriculture, to determine upon 
every interest of the country? or was it not spe- 
ciallysthe province of the Finance Committee? 
After a:few-futther remarks on the propriety of 
referring the whole subject to the Committee of 
Ways'and: Means, Mr. C. concinded by.congratu- 
lating the cotntry upon the return to the spirit of 
1800 once more; inthe message of the President. 

x Mr. ADAMS asked for the yeas and nays on his 
amendment; which were ordered. 

Mr: MANN: adverted to the frequent decisions 

ofthe House heretofore.on the same subject, and 


-he, saw’ no’-réason why’the: former course should - 


be departed frome «He was in favor of referring 
the subject to the Committee of Ways.and Means, 
inasmuch asal] questions relating tothe reduction 


or. rafting of revenge ‘belonged to ig-and this had 


no reference whatever. to the great interest of 
domestic manufactures, 


however, satisfied with the determi’ 


DENNY brietly supported the amendment 


` President has neglected the great interests of the 


/ so long asit existed, he was not dispos.d to touch 


BOON said that it had not been his inten- 
tion to say one word on the question now before 
the House, had it not been for the most extraor- 
dinary doctrine advanced by. the genUeman from 
Pennsylvania, (Mr. Denny.) If the remarks of 
the gentleman could be confined to. his own dis- 
trict, and to his own constituents, he would net 
reply to them at this time. But (said Mr. B.) 
the gentleman’s speech wiil find its way through 
the columns of the newspapers into my district, 
and among my constituents. I should suppose, 
from the remarks of the gentleman from Pennsy]- 
vania, that he (if not a manufacturer himself) re- 
presents a manufacturing people; and to this I 
have no objections tourge. But (continued Mr. 
B.) my constituents are an agricultural people— 
they are the consumers of articles manufactured. 
The farmers and the mechanics are to be made 
poor for the purpose of enriching the manufac- 
turers . 
The gentleman has told us that there is now in 
the Treasury of the United States a surplus reve- 
nue, amounting to upwards of forty millions of 
dollars, and would have the people of this coun- 
try to believe, that this vast amount of money was 
edrived from the manufacturets, Not so, Mr. 
Speaker. ` It is the result of over taxing the peo- 
ple; it has been received from the customs; and 
from the sales of the public lands. Upwards of 
twenty-four. millions of dollars of the surplus reve- 
nue has been received from land sales. 1 have 
thought it proner to say thus much, with a view 


ouly to correct error, and to let facts go forth io | 


the public. 

I confess, (said Mr. B.) my utter astonishment at 
the attack made upon the President by the ve- 
nerable member from Massachusetts, (Mr, Adams.) 
That gentlemen would have it believed that the 


country in not having made particular mention of 
the manufacturing interest in his late message to | 
Congress, Sir, (said Mr. B.) I presume that Pre- 
sident Jackson’s opinions on the suhject-of the 
tariff are known in his previous messages to Con- 
gress; and I am sorry to say, that while the gentle. 
man from Massachusetts was President of the 


‘hada very decided opinion. 


_the wants of the Government. 


United States, I was not able to know any thing 
of his opinions on that particular subject, as they 
were never expressed in any of his state papers 
to Congress 1 think, therefore, it comes with a 
bad grace indeed from that gentleman, to charge 
upon General Jackson, what he himself wss de- 
ficient in performing while he was President 

Mr. PICKENS was not willing to touch the sub- 
ject of the reduction of the revenue, unless he 
could move in concert and harmony with those 
gentlemen who were suppo-ed to represent the” 
great manufacturing interests of this country, and 
tbe reason was obvious “He was disposed to re- 
gard the compromise act as an act settled under 
certa.n circumstances, implying good faith in al 
the different interests of this country, With this 
view, as that act was in operation, he, for one, 
would repeat he was not disposed to touch the l 
principles involved in it, or its leading features, 
except in concert and harmony with those repre- 
senting the great manufacturing interests. But 
for that act, he would say the remarks of the gen- 
tleman from New York were jastand correct; but 


the interests embraced in it. 

Mr. P. said, ifhe understood the act of 1816, it | 
was a reduction of the revenue from the war taxes, | 
with a view to pay off the national debt; and, in 
settling that measure, due regard was observed to 
the great interests enlisted under war measures. 
It was a measure essentially for revenue. In no 
sense could if be regarded asa tariff for protec- 
tion, but a tax law to pay the public debt of the 
country. 

Su far as subjects which did not interfere with 
our. domestic manufactures were concerned, he 
had no objection. For instance, he would advert 
to the discriminating duties upon the importation 
of foreign siks; especially silks coming from be- 
yond the Cape of Good Hope. Upon that sub- 
ject, no one, hethought, could have any difficuity. 

Mr. BOULDIN said he was afraid he might be 
misunderstood. by the House and his constituents 
in any yote he might give on referring this matter | 


tə any committee. He was, in a degree, a new 
member, and did not know much of the duties o 
them in regard to form and detail. His inclina- 
tion had not led him much to things of that sort, 
and duty had not been required of iim in that line. 
He had some fixed opinions, made up maturel; 
and on the subj: ct-matter under consideration he 
He was sure the in- 
come ought not to be beyond the wants of the 
Government—the economical wants of the Go- 
vernment. He wished them brought down to 
economy, and he would vote for any investigation 
likely to produce it. 

He was like the gentleman from South Carolina 
in one thing—he did not wish to do violence to 
the faith of the nation. If the compromise bill 
pledged the faith of the nation to any point, he 
would «bide it. ‘Nothing,’ said a great man, 
“doth so cover a man with shame, as to be found 
false and perfidious.” So, (he said,) of a nation— 
he would not have this faith even argued or brought 
into question, if he could avoid it. 

He would first take off all duties under twenty 
per ceat. provided by this compromise act, to res 


gulate the amount of revenue, so as to meet the ` 


wants of the Government, expressly excepted out 
of the compromise till. - He would then stop the 
sales of the. public lands, or reduce the price to 
If these measures 
in their full extent would not do it, he would then 
inquire, whether we had really placed ourselves in 
a situationin whichjwe could not stop taking the 
people, even when that tax went to the ruin of 
those wio received,ias well as those who paid the 
tax. 

lt seemed generaily agreed that the vast sums 
collected corrupted all the fountains and channels 
of justice and of right. He was sure such sums 
were dangerous wherever they might be lodged; 
they could not be safe, either in regard to their 
own security, er in regard to the purity of the in- 
dividuals into whose hands they might fall. He 
said they were. inoffensive no where. If left 
here, they. wouid corrupt every thing. If divided 
they would rendcr the States dependent on the 
bounty of the Union. Suppose large works, half 
finished by means of the amount divided, what 
would be the «fect when the money gave 
out? An humble supplication to Congress for 
more. ‘The lovers of federal power have been long 
feeling in various ways for some hold on the sove- 
reignty of the States. They tried alien and sedi- 
tion laws, standing armies, and various ways and 
means. They now try to get a hold on the pock- 
cts of the peopie, They now are endeavoring to 


get the States in debt to the United States. They 
endeavor to persuade them that they will be more 


independent by being in debt. He said his expe- 
rience was different, aud exactly the reverse. 
Suppose the internal improvements half finished, 
and the money out, and an application for more 
Money, what would be the natural Answer? Agree 
to increase the tariff, and submit to protecting du- 
ties, and you shall have it; otherwise not, Sir, 
(said Mr, B.) how grateful.it would be to the friends 
of federal power to see a State supplicating 
and submitting in this way, Had there been no 


i such relation existing between the several sove- 
| reign States and the United States, or rather the 


friends of federal pawer, in short federalists and 
republicans, asthe one supposed? Where, (he ask- 
ed,) was Patrick Henry, and where was Al: xander 
Hamilton? and what was the difference Between 
theni? and what is the difference between all their 
followers to this day? In disguise and out of dis- 
guise? 

, He said he was scarcely. opposed to any distriba- 
tion of the surplus unnecessarily and unjustly ac- 
cumulated, though it might not be exactly equal. 
If net divided, its accumulating millions would 
corrupt and corrode and destroy every thing. I 
divided, he feared it would subjugate the States, 
and ren ier them entirely depérdent on, and ser- 
vide. to, the United States, He was not willing 
to be responsivie for the money to remain in 
such vast sums, either here or distributed among 


i the States, Either, he thought, would end in the 


total overthrow of all our institutions in their pu 
rity. To avoid this evil, he was willing to.almos 
any division that would be final, and that had at 


If. 


ched to ita provisidn that there should heresfter 
be no repetition of the. same thing. He had no 
constitutional scruple about restoring the money 
of the people to them, however urjustly cbtained. 
Even the highwayman might make restitution. 
But if he propose to repeat it, or do not promise not 
to do it, it is quite a different thing. To be rob. 
bed of one hundred, and return seventy five,would, 
in the long run, ruin any body, or any nation, rich 
or poor. If the money was not our own, why off.r 
to lend it before we offer to borrow? {f our own, 
why take our bond for it? Cotton is now twenty 
doliars orupwards. Get us in debt miltions, and 
call on us when cotton is ten dollars, and we are 
ruined with our own money. ‘Sell a man’s horse 
to pay bis taxes fur half he is worth, when the tax 
is not wanting; keep the money a year or iwo, 
and then return two thirds of it. Sir, (he asked,) 
where is the sense of this? But, it is agreed by all, 
and distinctly by the venerable gentleman, for 
whom he hada most profound respect, especially 
in matters of this kmd, where his constituen's 


were peculiarly concerned, that we must hare ' 


areduction of the duties to some extent. Allseem 
to agree in this, that the revenue ought to be re- 
duced; but when some woul! proceed to it, every 
possible means is objected to, and obstacles inre- 
gard to comrnittees seem to fall in the way. 

Mr. B. said, his aim being to reduce the re- 
venue to the wants of economy in the administri- 
tion of affairs, he would first take off the whole 
of the duties under twenty per cent. as excepted 


out ofthe compromise bill; he would then stop . 


the sales of the publiclands. If this reduced too 
much, he would reduce the prices; some might 
say, and had said, to stop thesale of the public 
lands, would check the settlements; not at all. 
Let them settle, and give pre-emption before, ia- 
stead of after settlement. fe would sooner do 
this, than do it after. He would åo either. The 
west was Settled by men who had no money to buy 
lands. ` No man who had money, would risk his 
life among wild beasts and Indians. These men 
took the land from the savages, and the wild 
beasts of the forest, and we sold it afterwards. 
It was a kind of trespass in law for the squatter to 
settle on the public lands, which Mr. B would al- 
ways excuse. He had rather give the privilege, 
than excuse the offence. | 

Some said our money is placed in unsafe banks: 
The land is safe; why sell it? That cannot run 
away. Let the settler have fhe refusal of the 
land at Government price, and let him kave his 
own improvements. Where is the injustice or 
‘serious difficulty? 

Gentlemen had entered somewhat into the pro- 
tective or tariff system. ‘The manufacturers are 
protected by our bayonets and our fortifications. 
What other protection ought they to desire? He 
said he knew nothing of the details of commerce 
or manufactures. His mind was made up upon 
this point. He believed it was not his interest to 
pay a high price for an inferior article, and pay it 
in gold or silver, in preference to a low price, 
and pay it in truck, tobacco, or any thing he had 
_ forsale. We did not believe he was the richer the 
higher he was taxed. Yet these seem to be the 
propositions of the advocates of the protecting 
duties. 


He was once induced to enter into an ergumeat_ 


with a mathematician, upon the question whether 
one part of a wheel did not run faster than ano- 


ther. He was firm in the belief that this was not 
the case. He was sure the whole wheel went on 
together. The mathematician convinced him. 


Mr. B. sometime after went to convince a lady of 
the truth of this most absurd proposition, and, in 
the argument, drawing his Hines with his Knife, he 
cut her finger, which very naturaily broke up the 
argument, and he immediately relapsed into his 
former belief, that one part of the wheel could 
not outrun the other, while all the parts remained 
entire, He had made up his mind never to run 


the risk of being convinced of such absurdities 
of the 


again. We was sure it was not the intero 
people to pay ingh takes «nd price 
to low on:s, however it might be as to particular 
monecpolics or menopzelists, Much had deen said as 
to the President’s support of the tariff, the bank, and 


the internal improvements It seems, however, that 


the friends of them seem to be almost in despair. 
He said P.esident Jackson was the first President 
who had recommended even a reduction of prô- 
tecting duties, and had followed it up through his 
whole sdministration; and in this his list annual 
message, recommended a reduction of the income 
to the wants of the Government. This had made 
Mr. B. hold to him and tohis administration with 
far more tenacity than he would have done; for all 
men commit fauits, and doubtless General Jackson 
had committed many. Mr. B. said these were his 
opinicns, very unexpectedly to himself expressed; 
but he hoped they wou'd be understood, and he 
was willing the subject should go to ary committee 
that would foward their being put into execution. 
He said he should vote against the proposition of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Mr. HARDIN did not think we need be under 
apprehensions relative to the tariff; it was not that 
which had filed the Treastry to overflowing. It 
was the thirst for speculations, principally in the 
public lands, How long was this to last? In the 
course of a few years ull the lands in the western 
States wauld be disposed of, and then where was 
the revenue to support the Government to come 
from? The tariff must be touched with a delicate 
and master hand. In 1842, he contended, the re- 
venue would not exceed the expenses of the Go. 
vernment, and the public lands at that time would 
yield buta very small amount of money. The 
great interests of the south and west, the produc- 
tion of sugar, s lt, and grain, he contended, ought 
to be protected. He was in favor of referring the 
subject to the Committee of Waysand Means. He 
imagined that the objections raised to the distri- 
bution bill of the last session was because the de- 
posite banks were not able to pay over the money 
placed in their hands. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said, that though the de- 
bate had taken a wide range, he was not disap- 
pointed; for at this crisis, every gentleman must 
know that no proposition could be introduced 
here, remotely bearing upon the question of pro- 
tection, without provoking a most earnest debate. 
He would not now commit himself to any interest— 
he would reserve to himself the right of acting in- 
dependently upon all propositions that might here- 
after come before us touching that portion of our 
tariff that involved protecting duties; he would 
not evenask therepresentatives of any particular in- 
terest to “harmonize” with him before he acted. He 
would reserve to himself this right, thi: indepen- 
dence of action, though he had the honor to repre- 
sent a district toa very great extent manufacturing. 
It was: district agriculturaland manufacturing. He 
would here take occasion to say, that his frsi ob- 
ject was to terminate a state of things by which 
millions and millions were annually taken from the 
pockets of the people, that were not required for 
the purposes of the Government; and if that great 
and desirable end could be obtained consistently 
with that protection which our manufacturers 
now enjoy, he would rejoice, yes, he would 
most heartily rejoice, for he felt for the 
great manufacturing interests of the country that 
solicitude which the representative of a dgis- 


| trict like his should feel. But if the alternative 


should be presented, ‘Reduce the duties at once 
below the rates contained in the compromise bill, 
oraccumulate in your Treasucy millions and millions 


for years hereafter, for the demoralizing purpose of 


distribution; if such an alternative should be pre- 
sented, he would meet it boidly and independently; 
because then the question would rse above any 
particular interest; it would be a question foucking 
the interest of the whole country, not ‘only for the 
present time, but for years to come. But he sin- 
ecrely hoped, and siill belived, that that trying 
alternative could still be guarded against; that we 
could select articles enough for reduction that did 


not require protection to bring down the revenue 
i to the wan's of the Government. : 


He would now say a word about the question 
immediately and. legitimately under discussion 


‘Vo what committee did the subjects embrazed in | 


the smendment of the honorable gentleman from 
Massachuseits properly belong? H to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures, then must the Committee 
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he has destroyed, or nearly destroyed them all; and. 


25 


of Ways and Means bean unimportant committee 
indeed. And this, too; iustead of ing what ‘we. 
have always supposed them to be—the mest 
important committee of the House; then would ‘they 
only have to report to’ us what ways- and ‘means -~ 
are necessary tokeep the wheels of Government 
in motion, and ask the Committee: on ‘Manus. 


factures to be so kind and - condescending.: > 


as to tell them out of what. articles these Tiaa : 
and means” must be raised: This: would not on y 
be depriving tbe Committee of Ways and Means 
of their appropriate functions, but would be 
against all precedent. . What but the Committee of 


- Ways and Means took cognizance of these sub- ; 


jects, when the “compromise” bill passed? He 
(Mr. V.) was not then a member of this Housey 
but he was an attentive reader of its proceedings; 
and he well recollected that an honorable gentler 
man from the city of New York (Mr. Verplanck) : 
was then chairman ofthe Ways.and Means, ‘and 
reported the bill upon which the compromise from 
the Senate was engrafted. Ifit properly belonged 
to the Ways and Means then, why should it belong 
to the Committee on Manufactures now? No good 
reason had been urged for the change, and he 
should therefore vote against the amendment’of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts. Li 
Nr. BRIGGS contended the question wasa sim- 
ple one. That-part of the message which related 
to the protective duties. ought to go to the Com - 
mittee on+Manufactures. ` That part relating to 


| finances might belong to the Committee of Ways 


and Means; but certainly that part of it relating to | 
the protective duties should goto another commit. 
tee. Adverting to the congratulatory conclusions 
of the remarks of the gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. Cambreleng,) Mr. B, said it would be found 
that Thomas Jefferson had, by messages, recom- 
mended not only high, but prohibitory duties, ex- 
clusively for the protection of the manufacturing 
interest. f j So 

Mr. ADAMS pointed to former precedents, in 
which the subject had been divided in the same 
manner, in which he now proposed to divide if, 
and went on at some length to reply to the argu- 
ment of the gentleman from New York, (Vander- 
poel,) and alluded to the proceedings which took 
place at the session of 1832, whea thé compro 
mise act was passed. That compromise. was, not 
effected by the representatives of the péople,.but 
by certain individuals in another part of this build- 
ing, without consulting the interests of the manu- 
facturers. a ni RES 

Mr. TOUCEY wished, if practicable or in or- 
der, for a division of the question. He said ‘he 
was willing to refer the subject to both commit-__ 
tees, in its twofold character; first to call upon 
the Committee of Ways and Means to report their 
views upon it, as it related to the revenue; and 
next, to refer it to the Committee on Manufac- 
tures for their views as to its effect upon the sub- 
ject of protecting duties: ae wae 

Mr. EVERETT suggested a modification of 
thé motion, by mercly striking out the words “arid 
every thing connected therewith.” 

Mr. ADAMS would have been willing to allow 
the resolution to be adopted.as it was originally re- 
ported, if it had not been so general in. its:charac- 
ter, He then modified his amendment by retain- 
ing only the additional clause. at the end of the 
resolution, which he had moved that morning. ._ 

Mr. GILLET moved to amend the amendment 
by inserting the words ‘on manufactured articles.” 
He said that if the subject was divided at all, a 
branch of it should go to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. a 

This amendment was rejected, and the amend- 
ment of Mr. Adams being agreed to, so amended 
the resolution was concurred in. f si 

Mr. GALBRAITH moved to amend. the 
twelfth resolution as follows: ae 

“12. Resolved, That so. much of the said mes- 
sge ag relates to amending the Constitation of the 
United States, together with all propos'ttons and 
reselations submitted at the aot and present ses- 
sions of Congress, proposing amendments to. the 
constitution, be referred toa select committee, to 
be composed of nine members; to insert. the 
words ‘which have. been or may be” subject, 
&e, Lost 63 to 84. : e ARS 


“gent, “and that said committee be required to re- 


ie resolution was: thén agreed to: 
The 15th resolution, was then read as follows: 
+, 15, Resolved, That so. much of the President’s © 
|. message as relates tothe “condition of the various 
'Fxecutive Departments, the ability.and integrity 
which they: have been conducted, the vigi- 
fant end faithful discharge of the public business 
cf them, and ‘the causes of complaint, 
from any quarter, at the manner ia which they 
shave fulfilled the objects of their creation,” be 
referred to.a select committee, to consist of 
nike. members, with power to send for. persons 


„and papers, and. with instructions to inquire into ` 


the condition of the various Executive Depart- 
‘ments, the ability and integrity with which they 
have been conducted, info the manner in which 
ithe public business has been discharged in all of 
them, and into all cauges of complaint, from any, 
*quatter, at the manner in which said departments, 
-of their bureaus or offices, or any of their officers 
or agents of every description whatever, directly 
` cor indirectly connected with them In any manner, 
officially or unofficially, in duties pertaining to the 
‘public interest, have fulfilled. or failed to accom 
iplish the objects of their creation, or have viola. 
ted their duties, or have injured and impaired the 
Public service and interest; and that, said commit 
tee, in its inquiries, may refer to such periods of 
time as to them may seem expedient ‘and. proper. 
_ Mr. PEARCE of Rl said as this subject was 
likely to be debated, he would move an ‘adjourn: 
“ment, but gave way to the Carn to present an 
Executive communication. 
`t The SPEAKER laid before the House a com. 
‘munication from the Secretary of State, in answer 
to aresolution of the Sd of July hist, requiring him 
„to ascertain and report to the House the number 
‘of persons imprisoned for deht in the District of 
Columbia, since the year 1820; which, on motion 
‘of Mr. MERCER, was referred tothe Committee 
foa the District of Columbia, and, with the accom- 
pany ing documents, ordered to be printed. 
|, Mr. TALTAFERRO asked leave to submit a 
esalution providing for going into the election of 
Depla on the part.of the House on Friday, the 


u Mr. PEYTON wished:to inquire ef the gentle- 
“Ahan if his motion to adjourn was predicated. on 
-his own intention to address the House on the sub- 

ject of the resolution? Because, if such was the 

‘ease, Mr. P. would not oppose it. 

: Mr. PEARCE replied, that he would claim 
no. privilege on that account; and. whether he 
should speak upon the question or not, he was not 
then prepared to say. 

The House then adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Taunspar, December 15, 1836." 

Mr. RIVES presented the credentials cf the 
Hon. Ricwary E. Parner, elected by the Legis- 
Jatate, of the State of Virginia a Senator from that 
State,.tosupply the vacancy occasioned by the re- 
signation of the Hon. Benjamin Watkins Leigh, 
| Mr. BROWN présented the credentials of the 

- Hon, Ronzat Srnanex, elected by the Legisla- 
‘ture of the State ‘of North Carolina a Senator 

’. from that State, to supply the vacancy ‘occasioned 
by the resignation of the Hon. W. P. Mangum, 
~The VICE PRESIDENT thew administered to 
Messrs. Parker and Strange, the oath to support 
the Constitution of the United States, and they 
took their seats in the Senate. 

Mr. WEBSTER preseited two petitions, nume- 
rously signed by citizens of Boston, praying for 
the abolishment. or reduction of the duty on for- 
‘eign coal; which was referred to the Committee 

- on Manufactures. 

- Mr SWIFT presented the petition of Patience 
Babcock, praying for remuncration for supplies 
furnished the American troops duriig the Revolu 

. flonary war, which was referred to the Committee ` 
on Reyolutionary Claims, : Ve orgies 


Mr, KENT presented the petitions of William l 


r GALBRAITH. proposed a further amend- | 


ow or before the first of January next:” lost. 


bees 


‘A. Gordon, ‘Alexander Estep; and the heirs of 
Thomas Jones; which were severally referred. 
` Mr. BAYARD presented the petition of Capt. 
Shubrick of the Navy; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. STRE 
- On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, the petition and 
papers of Charles Frazier Sibbold, on the files of 
“the last session, were again referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims, f AE ee, 
On motion of Mr. RUGGLES, leave was grant- 
ed to Thomas Cutts to withdraw his petition and 
“papers, presented at the last session, © 
‘On motion of Mr. HENDRICKS, the petition 
of the inhabitants of Michigan city, praying for a 
port of entry, presented at the’ last session, was 
again referred to the Committee on Commerce; 
and similar memorials from the citizens of _ Lafay- 
ette ard Delphi, Indiana, were again referred in 
like manner. aan : ; 
Mr. NICHOLAS presented the petition of Com- 
modore Patterson of the Navy; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Eaton, which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce ; also the petition of sundry merchants 
and importers of Boston, praying for the repeal of 
the fifth section cf the act of July, 1832, respect- 
ing the duties on imported goods, and for the re. 
vival of the provisions of the law of 1818, grant- 
ing credits at the custom-house; which was re- 
ferred to the same committee. 

Mr. NILES presented the: petition of John S. 
Williams, praying for a pension; which was re- 
ferred tothe Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented the petition of the 
heirs of Washington Bowie, and others, praying 
remuneration for the loss of the ship Alleghany, 
which was lost in the service of the United states; 
rfe.ved to the Committee of Claims. - 

Mr HUSBARD presented the penon of the 
collector of the port of Portsmouth, praying for 
additional compensation; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr, FULTON presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Arkansas, praying for an appropriation 
for the defence ef the southern frontier; also 
several memorials from the Legislature of Arkan- 
sis, praying for an appropriation for the remaval 
of obstructions to certain rivers in that State, and 
for extending pre-emptions to the unsurveyed 
lands, and that the refuse lands may be granted to 
actual settlers; all of which were appropriately re- 
ferred, : 

Mr. PAGE presented’ the petition of Joseph 
Ford, praying for arrears of pension, which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Petitions were further presented. by Messrs. 
McKEAN, TIPTON, WALL, KING of Alabama, 
LINN, WEBSTER, BROWN, and RIVES. 

Mr. ROBINSON offered the followirg resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
‘and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
cause of the destruction by fire of the building in 
which was the General Post Office, the city Post 
Office, and the Patent Office, . 

Mr. TALLMADGE submitted the following re- 
solution, which lies one day for consideration: 

‘ Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
ani Post Roads be directed to inquire into the ex. 
pediency of furnishing some of the principal: post 
offices in the United States with copies of the 
maps of the post offices and post roads, which 
have been compiled under the direction of the 
Post Office:Department. 

Mr. MOORE submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which lies on the table one day for consi- 
deration: à as 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of providing payment to such volunteers and 
other troops as have been called out during the 
late Creek war, and not mustered into aetual ser- 
vice; and, also, for indemnifying the Alabama. 


in the-serviee.- ae ses Ps . 
Mri BENTON, on leave, introduced a bili for 


twice read and referred. : 
Mr. LINN gave notice that he would to-morrow 


representatives of Samuel Y. Keen; which were 


Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of William 


mounted yolunteers in the said war for horses lost - 


-the- relief of-Mrs: Caroline Clitheral; which was - 


introduce a bill for the relief of the heits of § 
bastian Butcher and others, and a bill to prov 
for the extension of certain surveys. 

‘Mr. WRIGHT gave notice that he would 
morrow ask leave to bring in a bill supplementar 
to the act establishing the Mint, and for the regu. 
lation of the coins of the United States, ees 

“Mr. CRLTTENDEN, on leave, introduced bil 


if 
for the relief of George F. Strother, and the legal: 


severally twice read, and referred. a 
Mr. TOMLINSON, on leave, introduced a bill to 
extend the time for issuing scrip on United States 
military land warrants; which was twice read, and 
referred. f Po 

Mr. ROBINSON, on leave, introduced a bill to 
provide for the establishment of a Surveyor Gené- 
ral’s office iy Hlinois; which was twice read and 
referred. - : M 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, 

Ordered, That so much of the President’s mes- 
sage as relates to finance, be referred to the 
Committee on Finance. ts 

Mr. MOORE gave notice that he would to. |- 
morrow ask leave to-introduce a bill to provide < 
for the relinquishment of the sixteenth section of 
land granted for the use of schools, and the entry 
of other lands in lieu thereof. i 

Mr. CLAY gave notice that he Would to-morrow 
ask Jeave to introduce a bill to appropriate, fora - 
limited time, the proceeds of the sales of the pub- 
lic lands, and to grant lands, to certain States, and 
for other purposes.” 

The resolutions submitted yesterday by Messrs. 
LINN, WALKER, and HUBBARD, were severally 
considered and adopted. . 

The following bills were severally read the 
second time, and referred to appropriate com- 
mit-ees: .. 

The bill for the more equitable administration of 
the navy pension fund; ; l 

‘The bill for the reliefo’’ { n McCarty; 

The bill for the relief ot william Bast; 

The bill for the relief of Samuel’ Miller; 

The bill. to establish a foundry and armory in 
the west or southwest, arSenals in certain States, 
and depots of arms in certain States and Territo- 
ries; f ; 

The bill granting a township of land to. the 
French. University of St: Louis, Missouri; i 

The biil to authorize Peter Warner, of Indiana, - 
to parchase a certain half section of land; 

The bill supplementary to the act entitled an 
act to provide for an exchange of lands with cer- 
tain Indian tribes, and their removal beyond the 
Mississippi; 

The bill granting to the State of Misssouri a 
certain quantity of jand for the purposes of inter- 
nal improvement; f 

The bill supplementary te the act:to amend the 
Judicial system of the United States; 

The bill for the payment of. a debt due to the 
heirs ‘of Antione Peltier; ` . 

The bill to prohibit the sales of the public lands 
except to actual settlers, and in limited quantities, 

On. motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the Senate pro- 
ceeeded to the consideration of Executive busi- 
ness, after which it adjourned ‘until Monday, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
-= Puurspay, December 15, 1836. 
CONFLAGRATION OF THE POST OFFICE. 
Mr. CONNER, from the Committee on the 
Post Offices and Post Roads, on leave, repotted a 
resolution, instructing that committee to itiquire 
into the cause of this morning’s conflagration of 
the Post Office Department; and also to inquire 


‘what losses the Government may have sustained, . 


and whether any and what measures of legislation 
may be necessary; which was concurred in by the 
House. ; : 

Mr. PARKER, on leave, submitted a resolu- 
tion, to print five thousand extra copies of the 
account of the receipts and expenditures of the 
United States, for the year 1835, for the use of the 
members of the House, wh'ch, under the rule, lies 
over One days ` © 7 ; a 

Mz. OWENS, on leave, from the Committee on 
Ways and Means, reported a bill entitled an act to 


© connected with them in any m 
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amend an act entitled an act to establish branches 
of the Mint of the United States; which was read’ 
twice. and referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House. ; 

On motion of Mr. MANN of N. Y. the House 
resumed the consideration of the resolution sub- 
mitted by Mr, Wise on Tuesday last, as follows: 

Resolved, That so much of the President’s mes- 
ssge as relates to the. “condition. of the various 
Executive D- partments, the ability and integrity 
with which they have been conducied, the vigt- 
lant and faithful discharge of the public business 
in a'l of them, and the causes ef complaint, 
from any quarter, at the manner in which they 
have fulfilled the objects of their creation,” be 
referred toa select committee, to consist of nne 
members, with power to send for persons and pa- 
pers, and with instructions to inquire into the 
condition of the vavions Executive Departments, 
the ability and integrity with which they have 
been conducted, into the manner in which the 
public business has been discharged in all of them, 
and into all causes ef complaint, from any quarter, 
ut the manner in which said departments, or their 
bureaus or offiecs, or any of their officers or agents 
of every description whatever, directly or indirectly 
er, officially or 
to the public in- 


uncfiicially, in duties pertaining 
terest, have fa'fided or failed to accomplish the 
objects of their cretion, or have violated thei 
duties, or hive injured and impaired the public 
service and interest; and that said coramittee, in 
its inquiries, may refër to sich periads of time as 
to them may seem expedient and proper.” 

Mr. PEARGE of Rhode Islind went at some 
lenzth into an argument iu opposition to the ress- 
lation. ‘The resolution, he said, was predicated on 
a clause in the President’s message which was not 
usual, aud perhaps it was gratuitous on the part of 
the President. “The question was, whether it was 
necessary, because the President, in his last annual 
message, with an overflow of feeling towards the 
heails of the Executive Departments—-as he be- 
lieved h'm to have the kindest Feclings toward all 
men living-—-had thought proper to compliment 
them, it was necessary to have an investigating 
committee to ascertain whether he spoke the 
truth. Although it was not the usual course, still 
the President hud a precedent Many years aga, 
Mr. Monroe stepped ont of the usual course to 
‘compliment the then bead of the War Depart- 
ment, (Mr. Calhoun.) But because he did this, 
no committee was raised to ascertain whether or 
not the compliment was deserved. He was op- 
posed to the resolution, because the direct object of 
it was to ascertain whether the President spoke 
the truth or not. Hethen went on to show that all 
the sudjects contemplated to be investigated by 
this prono-ed select committee was provided for by 
the House in the appointment of the standing 
committees. Among these, commitiees was 
that on Ways and Means, and it was the duty 
of that committee to take into consideration and 
report upon all “such: reports of the Treasury 
Department, and all such proposition relat.ve to 
the revenue, as might be referre to them by, the 
House; to inquire into the state of the public 
debt or the revenue, and of the expenditures, and 
to report frum time to time thcir opinion thereon; 
to examine into the state of the several pubic de- 
partments, and particularly into the laws making 
appropriations of moneys,and to repert whether 
the moneys, have been disbursed conformably 
with such laws; and also to report from time to 
time such provisions and arrangements as may be 
necessary to add to the economy of the depart- 
ments, and the acceuntability of their officers.” 
That committee was required to do all that any 
select committee, however raised, could do. Be- 
sides this, there were other committees, whose 
duty it was to examine into the condition of the 
departments, and the expenditures thereof.’ Every 
gentleman must recollect that at the last session of 
Congress, & gentleman frot! North Carolina, (Mr. 
Shepperd,) chairman cf one of these committees, 
investigated the affeirs, of some of these depart- 
ments; maje a report, and the report was 
acted on by the House; and could not that bere- 
tolere done. be again done? He submitted te 

ee 


nothing more nor less than his acts 


~ 
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the House, then, to say whether this- resolution 
was not gratuitous, uncalled for, and had nothing 
to justify it, except the paragraph alluded to in the 
President’s message, Another objection he had 


‘to it was, that gentlemen said it was not intended 


to be raised out of any hostile feeling to the Pre- 
sident of the United States. 
Secretary of State, Treasury, War, Navy, &c.? 


They were the mere mouth-pieces of the Presi-' 


dent; men selected to do whst he could not do 
himself. Mr. W. read the law relating to the De- 
partment of State, showing: his duti-s, and show- 
ing that the head of that Department was created 
to do fer the President under the law, that which 
the President could not doin person. How then 
could gentlemen say that the President was not 
implicated, when the acts of his ministers were 
Let gentle- 
men take the bull by the horns. 
allegations to make against the President kt them 
do soin form. While passing on the acts af his prin- 
cipal public officers, they necessarily passed on the 
acts of the Presidest himself. He then proceeded 
to show that the laws of the land threw around 
individuals certain guards; they were not to be 
arraigned without notice, &c. But how were 
the heads of these Departments to be heard and 
tried under the resolution. They were to have 
no hearing and no trial, and were to be disfran- 
chised and divested of their rights, upen the mere 
remors of newspapers, und gossip of old women. 
There never was a committee raised upon mere 
gestion and gossip, without something like a 
arge or an allegation. Then Jet the gentleman 
from Virginia, (Mr, Wise,) or any other gentleman, 
make out a cherge against the President, and he 
might have as large a committee, and have H 
clothed with what powers he ‘pleased; but until 
this course should be adopted, he was, and should 
be, oppozed to the adoption ef the resolution. 
Who cou'd teli whut powers this committee might 
assume? It might require the Departments to 
submit to itall matters connected with remo- 
val, or it might assume any other authority. it 
pleased. The resolation claimed a greater scope 
for the committee than was ever granted to a com- 
mittee of that House, or any other legislative tri- 
bunal. When was its powers to cease? Who 
could tell this? From thé form of the resolution, 
never; because they were to take cognizance of 
all matters, from all quarters of the Union ; from 
every town, village, city, and hamlet; all causes 
of complaint from responsibic and irresponsible 
sources; of allthe ten thousand charges which 
an old lady, who had charge of a paper in th’s city, 
had made, and the ten thousand more which she 
probably would make, 


But, sir, said Mr. P. this was to be somewhat an 
ex parte proceeding. Suppose the heads of some 
of these Departments shall have done some com- 
mendable acts. The commitiee will not be bound 
nor required to lock into it. “No, sir, their object 
will be ‘to arraign them and bring them to trial, 
and inflict punishment upon them, Verbaps 
the committee might‘ wish to inquire into the 
causes which take some of the heads of Depart- 
ments home to their native States, to ascertain 
whether they want to operate on the politics cf 
such States, Well, sir, the Secretary of State 
went home during the last summer; and, if his 
object was to operate on the politics of Georgia, 
he met with but poor success. The Secretary of 
the Navy «lso went home, but his going, if he did 
go for political effect, only added to the strength 
of the party opposed to him. If the results in 
those States were the consequence of their visits, 
it would have been much better they had not 
gone. But suppose, as the President has said. 
tbat allof the heads of these Depariments shall 
bave faithfully done their duty, we shall have no 
report from this committee on the subject. It 
was to be a faulifinding committee; their object 
was to congeinn, end not to compliment the P 
dent or his ministers. If therewas no wantof fideli- 
ty in the Cenartments, you would have no report 
from this committee. Although the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury may have his department in such a 
cendition thatan, thing which is brought against 
if, either from ghost or goblin damned, could not 


Weil, what were the | 


if they bad any - 


pamarem enen in rere aeara 


; tee cf 


effect it; although the ‘Postmaster General- 
have produced order out of :cliaog, and although, 
the Secretary cf War may have discharged with . 
the greatest ability two offices, not a word will be 


` said in their favor by this committee: theif object 


ex vi termini will be to undo what the Pré t 
has done; orn, : failing in that, they witt do nothing. 
Committees of that House were raised for special 
causes; for canses shown. Wtat were the causes 
shown why this committee should be raised? What 
were the specifications? JPhen, unless: they were 
ta innovate on the rules of the House, they could 
not adopt this reso`utisn in its present form. -Let 
a rcsolution be introduced in due form, ‘and. he 
imagined no friend of the Executive on that floor 
wouldshrink froman investigation, Let the charges 
be made against the Executive and his ministers, 
jointly and severally, and he thought he could 
safely say none would shrink from the: investiga- 
tion. Lt was not his business to go into Reman 
history, from the age of Augustus to that of Tibe- 
rius, for the purpose of finding out examples of 
men who had waded tsrough blood to power; and 
if he did so, it was only for instruction, and to 
make him the more happy that he lived in a coun- 
{ry where none of those scenes were enacted.» 

Many men, Mr. P. said, changed their minds, 
and opinions of men, and got to disapprove. the 
course of those they used to admire. 

Mr. WISE suid, if the gentleman alluded to him, 
he must inform him thathe never war in the situa 
tion of the gentleman from Rhode fsland ‘in’ his 
life. eee Ya 

Mr. PEARCE proceeded. The character of a 
nation depended very mich on the character of 
the individuals at the head of the Government. No 
nation was rendered more valuable by their ree 
sources t an by the character and reputation of 


the individual who presided over it. Why did 
Virginia hold herseif so high? It might be 
somewhat on account of her soil, climate, 


and resources, but more because of her 
Washington, her Henrys, he. | Jeffersons and 
her Madisons Their characters. not only 


gave character to Virginia, but to all the 
States. Why was he (Mr. P.) proud of the 
little State he had the honor, in part, to represent? 
He, to be sure, might be proud of her great re- 
sources; but more proud, because it was ‘the land 
of Greene ant Perry. Seven cities contended for 
the honor of giving birth to Homer; and’ tyranni- 
cal as Napoleon might have been, his name was re- 
vered by mest of the French nation. What would 
England, the fast-anchored isle of the ocean, have 
been, if it was not for her poets, her philosophers, 
and her statesmen? 

Mr. P. concluded, by-repeating that he could 
not vote for the resolution in its present form ; and 
at the same time said, he would not shrink from 
the responsibility of an investigation, if a pro- 
per committee was raised. He submitted to the 
House the following amendment: Strike out 
ali after the word “resolved,” and insert the fol- 
lowing: oe Ah 

“That so much of the Presidents’s message as 
is in the following words, to wit: “Before con- 
cluding this paper, 1 think it is due to the'various 
Executive Departments to bear testimony to their 
prosperous condition, and to the ability and inte- 
grity with which they have been conducted.. It 
has been my aim to enferce in all of them a vigi- 
lant and faith'ul discharge of the public business; 
and it is gratifying to me to believe that there is 
no just cause of complaint, from any quarter, at 
the manner in which they haye fulfilled the objects 
of their creation,” be referred fo a select commit- 
ne members, with instractions to inquire 
y specific causes of complint, which may 
be alleged against the integrity of the administra- 
tion cf any of the departments, or their bureaus, 
or the vigilance and fidelity with which their du- 
ties have been discharged, and that said commit- 
tee have power to send for persons and papers,” 

Mr. PEYTON followed ingupport of the origi- 
nal resolution, and ia rep'y to the gentleman from 
Rhode Island. ‘Mr. P. adverted to the change that 
had taken plice in the sentiments of that gente- 
men since General Jackson came into power, and 
went on to examine the objections made by him 


into u 
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to the rsdlution. His first objection to it was, 
that it questioned the verac ty and integrity of the 
President. ‘This was the old cry under which that 
_ gentleman and: his party had shielded themselves 
for'some years past, when an investigation into 
abuses wis. sought for. The gentleman from 
Rhode ‘Island. ‘also: said that. the Committee of 
Ways’and Means had power to make this inves- 
tigation, Mr. P, denied this. The head of tnat 
committee (Mr. Cambreleng) would not: dare te 
carry on the inquiry; and even ifthey were to set 
about it, their efforts would be powerless. It would 
be like the trial of the notorious Reuben M. Whit- 
ney, during the late recess, in East Tennessee, 
conducted by another of the new friends of the 
President, a Mr. Kennedy, and tried by the 
President himself, who pronounced the verdict 
that Whitney was a persecuted patriot. 

Mr: P. adverted to the President’s journey to 
Tennessee, and to certain remarks alleged to have 
fallen. from him in relation to Mr. P. and his friend 
from Virginia, (Mr. Wise, ) wherein they were both 
denounced as guilty of falsehood; and also detailed 
sundry other expressions said to have fallen from 
‘General Jackson, which Mr. P. said he was pre- 
pared to prove. He controverted that doctrine of 
the gentlemen from Rhode Island and his party, 
that the President alone ought to be held responsi- 
ble for the acts of the Executive officers Why 
should they all be shielded under the broad 
mantle. of General Jackson? He was for strip- 
ping them of this shield, and letting them stand 
forth in their true colors, He denied that 
the resolution. was intended as an attack upon 
Gen. Jackson; nor was its object to institute a 
criminal prosccution against the other officers of 
the Government, but simply to enable the repre- 

` sentatives of the people to luok into and examine 
the archives of the Government; and why should 
this.be refused? Mr. P. went on to say, that the 
Treasury order was intended for political eff: ct, 
identical with the objects of the travelling cabinet 
 Jast-summer; the Secretary, of State to Georgia, 
the Secretary of the Navy to New Jersey; and 
Amos, himself, it was said, to New England; all of 
which journeys were undertaken for electioneering 
purposes and with a similar result in each State. 

‘The gentleman from Rhode Island had said, 
thst the resolution might lead to a disfran- 
chisement. of ‘the officers. Mr. P. maintained, 
that, though facts might come out leading to 
criminal punishment; some of the cases, very pro- 
bably, to expatiation in the penitentiary; but that 
was. only the possible, remote effect, and not-the 
immediate design of the resolution, which was 
merely the institution of an inquiry. 

Mr. P. then went into a cursory review of the 
proceedings of the House, on certain. prominent 
measures of the Jackson party, the Executive pa- 
tronage bill, and the proposed amendments to the 
constitution in particular, in order to show the in- 
sincerity with which the majority had acted on 
those occasions; being avowedly: in favor of them, 
but effectually defeating them by their votes, and 

_ the direction they forced those measures to take. 
He then reeurred to the subject of the resolution, 

_and said it was due to the character of the existing 

‘administration, due to the one about to come into 
‘power, and, above all, due to the country, 
that Inquiry.into these alleged abuses should be 
made.“ What had. the party to fear? They sure- 
ly could have no apprehensions that an unfavora- 
ble committee would be-appointed; for, as yet, in 
that point, they certain'y could have no complaint 
tó make. After dwelling on these. topics at some 
length, he concluded, by expressing a hope that 
the House would suff. r- the resolution to pass in 
the form presented by the mover. 

Mr. GLASCOCK said he should, in the first 
place, vote to sustain the resolution of the gentle- 
man from Rhode Island, and if the House should 
not adopt it, he would then vote for that of the 
gentleman from Virginia. It was, however, 
due tothe: sdreinistration, and due to those dis- 
tinguished gentlemen who had filled the head 
Executive: offi it this Government, that the 
charges against them- shoud be specifically 
made, and not on vague rumor. At the same 
time. he: was willing that both the gentlemen 
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man; and he would again repeat, that ifcorruption : 
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members of. the Gummittee, and have an opportu- 
nity of examining every document, exploring all 
the archives, and -ransacking every recess, for in- 
formation if they had any suspicion of frauds. 
Mr. G. then went on at some Jength to reply to 
the remarks of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
which were uncalled for, especially at this time, 
so far asthe President was concerned, from any 
thing contained in the brief passage quoted from 
the message. He said he knew. that the Prest- 
dent desired investigation. Mr. G. was authorized 
to say that it was the President’s own desire that, 
before his term of service should expire, a strict 
investigation should take place into all the diffe- 
rent Departments, and that all matters therewith 
connected should be inquired into. 

Mr, RIPLEY said, as a member from Louisiana, 
he would raise his voice against the original reso- 
lution, if no other: man did; for it was entirely 
without precedent in the history of this Govern- 
ment. It went directly to impeach the integrity 
of the President, whose correetness of conduct and 
purity of motive had never yet been questioned; 
and it proposed objects, requiring an exercise of 
power extending far beyond any ever exerted by 
that House. The charges should be specific. 

Mr. PEYTON made an explanation in repiy to 
the gentlemen from Georgia and Louisiana, deny- 
ing that he had ever opposed the leading measures 
and principles of Andrew Jackson; nor had: he 
striven to derogate from his character or reputa- 
tion. Mr. P would say, as he had always 
said, that General Jackson was an honest man. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, remarked that he 


was asked, on all sides of the House, to make a ` 


motion to adjourn; but if he did, another day 
would then be consumed in debate, and, in his 
opinion, of all the debates he ever witnessed on 
this floor, this was the most useless. Was there 
any opposition to the passage of these resolutions 
in some shape or other? All he had heard was 
nothing like opposition to them, except from his 
friend from Louisiana, (Mr. Ripley,) and he un- 
derstood that gentleman to object only on the 
ground of want of specification. But, let him ask, 
could it be unknown there that this ery of corruption 
now heard from several quarters of that Huuse had 
been made against the heads of these Departments 
for the last two or three years, not only without 
specification, but without even a single fact - prof- 
fered either to that House or tothe country, show- 
ing mal-administration, mal-feasance, or corruption. 
Now, for. ene, under these circumstances, Mr. M. 
would be well pleased to see the accusers come 
face to face with the accused, and- that the- latter 
should suffer an examination into all their transac- 
tions, Letthem be brought to light; and if there 
be corruption any where in this administration, 
let us know it--draw it all out. For one, con- 
tinued Mr. M., I assume upon myself to say, in be- 
half of the Executive hea-s of the Departments of 
this administration, that they court inquiry, and 
desire your investigation. Send your committees 
there, arm them with full power to send for: per- 
sons and papers, and examine every action of their 
lives.. Forone, sir, I am in favor of it. -But the 
original resolution, Mr. M., said, seemed to him 
very much in the nature of a general search, with- 
out. specifying one single fact, though he would 
not have the inquiry confined too much. He was 
in favor, then, of the metion of the gentleman from 
Rhode Island, and to give the committee power 
to examine into any charge brought against the 
Executive Departments, whether it be by gentle- 


was found to exist, let it be brought to light; if 
nat, let the accusers be confounded. 

In veply to a question from Mr. UNDER- 
woon, 

Mr. MANN explained, that he did not say. that 
he should vote against the original resolution, if 
the amendment be not adopted, but that he pre- 
ferred the latter. ` 

Mr. UNDERWOOD addressed the House for 
some time in opposition to the amendment, on the 
ground of. its inefficiency to meet the desired 
object. g 

Mr. LANE rose and mov. a ) 
Te e And io ed an adjournment, but 


ing. 
| then 


Mr. BRIGGS, who, on leave, submitted a reso- 
lution, giving the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads power to sénd for persons and pa. 
pers, in investigating into the causes of the burn. 
ing of the Post Office building. Mr, B. explained , 
that the resolution was offered to supply a defect 
in the one adopted on the same subject that morn- 
The resolution was concurred nem. diss, and 


The House adjourned. 

The following gentlemen were appointed y 
the Speaker the Select Committee on the 
amendment of the Constitution of the United 
States: 

Mr. DROMGOOLE of Virginia. 

VANDERPOEL of New York. 
LEA of Tennessee. 
MAY of Hlinois. 
RIPLEY of Louisiana. 
UNDERWOOD of Kentucky. 
LYON of Alabama, 
HUBLEY of Pennsylvania. 
McCOMAS of Virginia. 

-WEST POINT ACADEMY. 

The following gentlemen were appointed a Se- 
lect Committee to examine into the abuses, if any, 
which. exist in the Military Academy at West 
Point, in pursuance of a resolution to that effect 
submitted by Mr. HAWES: 

Mr. HAWES cf Kentucky. 

HANNEGAN of Indiana, 
LEWIS of Alabama; 

PIERCE of New Hampshire. 
BRIGGS of Massachusetts. 
SMITH of Maine. 

BROWN of New York. 
JONES of Virginia. 
CAMPBELL of South Carolina. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, December 16, 1836. 

On motion of Mr. OWENS, the Committee of 
the Whole was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the biil, reported by him on yester- 
day, from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
amendatory of the act for the establishment of the 
Mint of the United States; and the.same was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. i 

Mr. FORESTER, on, leave, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was agreed to : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making 
suitable compensation for the expenses incurred 
by the volunteers or militia in equipping for a 
campaign, and who were received into the service 
of the United States, but immediately discharged, 
as may seem just. i 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, the 
House agreed to proceed with the private orders; 
and, on motion of the same gentleman, went into 
Committee of the Whole, Mr. HAYNES in the 
Chair, on the following bills: 

1, Bill providing for the payment of horses and 
other property lost or destroyed in the military 
service of the United States; 

2. Bill for the relief of Robert Allison, a leuten- 
ant in the revolutionary war; 7 

3. Bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Col. Anthony White; 

4, Bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Tristam Coffin, deceased; 

5. Bill for the relief of the representat yes of 
Capt. John Winston, deceased; - 

6. Bill for the relief of the representatives of 


Capt. Tarpley White, deceased; 


7. Bill to amend the charter of the Potomac 
Fire Insurance Company; 

8. Bill for the relief of Lieut. John McDowel. 

9. Bill icy the relief of Elihu Hall Bay and 
ethers; ¢ 

10. Bills for the relief of William W, Steven- 
son and Joseph Henderson; i 

11. A bill for the relief of Simon Summers; 

12.. A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Captain Thomas Cook, deceased; ANE 

13. A bill for the relief of the Union Rold Mir 


> from. Virginia and Tennessee shoul 
- ug Company; i 
14. A bill to reward the captors of the Tripoli- 
tan frigate, lote the frigate Philadelphia; 
15. A: bill for the rehef of the representatives of 
' Garland Buroley, deceased; 
<16. A bill to provide compensation to James 
Barron, for the use of his invention, called a Ven- 
tilator of ships; 

17. A bill for the relief of Mary Tucker; 

. 18. A bill for the relief of James L. Cochran; 

19. A bill for the relief of Thomas M. Burland; 

20. A pill for the relief of Isaac Welborn; 

21. A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Col. Thomas Knowlton, ‘deceased; 

22. A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joshua 
Fanning, deceased; 

23. A bill for the relief of the heirs of Lt. Col. 
Richard Campbel!; 

24. A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Dr. William Johonnot, deceased; 

25. A bill for the relief of J. Eloi Rachal; 

26. A bill for the relief of Paul Poissot; 

27. A bill for the benefit of William Marbury; 

28. A bill fur the relief of the representatives of 
Presly Thornton, deceased; 

The bill No.1, being taken up, . 

«Mr. HARDIN moved to strike out from the first 

section, the following ‘4th of May, 1822,” and in- 

sert “4th of July, 1812, s0 as to extend its provi- 
. Sons back to the former per‘od, 

~ .Afier some remarks from Messrs. HARDIN and 

WHITTLESEY of Ohio, the amendment was 

agreed to. 

Mr. HOLSEY moved a further amendment to 
the bill extending its provisions to those whose 
property had been impressed in the “lorida and 
Creek wars; which, afier some remarks from 
Messrs. HOLSEY, WHITTLESEY of Ohio, 
WHITE of Florida, and HARDIN, was reject- 
ed, and the bill was laid aside to be reported. 

` After some time sp:nt in Committee of the 

Whole, Mr. WARD moved that the committee rise 
and report bills number 1, 2, and 3 to the House; 
which was agree} to. 

The Speaker having resumed the chair, the 
bill providing for the payment of horses and other 
property lost or destroyed in the military service 
of the United States, and the bill for the relief of 
Robert Allison, a lieutenant in the revolutionary 
war, were ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time to-morrow- 

“Mr. ALLEN of Vermont then moved that bill 
No. 3 be postponed to Monday next; lost. 

Mr. MANN of New York moved that when the 
House adjourn, it adjourn to meet on Monday 
next. 

Objection being made, Mr. MANN moved a sus- 
pension of the rules, 

On this question Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana 

` called for the yeas and. nays, which were not or- 
dered, and the motion to suspend was agreed to— 
ayes 87, noes 40, 

Mr. HANNEGAN, on leave, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was considered and 
adopted: 

Resulved, That a select committee, to consist of 
hine members, be appointed to examine into the 
condition of the steamboat navigation of the coun- 
try generally, the causes of the frequent disasters 
in that way, and the propriety ofa general law for 
the regulation of such navigation. 

On motion of Mr. Allen, of Vermont, 

The House adjourned over to Monday next, 


d be named 


IN SENATE, 
Mownar, December 19, 1836, ; 
The CHAIR communicated the credentials of 
- the Hon. James Buchanan, re-elected, by the Le- 
gislature of the State of Pennsylvania, a Senator 
from that State for six years, from the 4th of 
March next; which were read. 
The CHAIR also communicated a letter from 
the Treasury Department, enclosing a report 
from the Franklin Institute of Philadelphia on the 
subject of the explosions of steam boilers, and the 
‘meats of preventing them; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered te be printed. , 
Mr. CALHOUN presented the petition of sune 
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dry citizens of South Carolina and Georgia, pray- 
ing for the establishment of a mail routé; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. oa 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the petition of 
Tench. Ringgold, late Marshal of the District of 
Columbia; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. : 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the petition of Col. 
Samuel Warren; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. ; 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of -Martin 
Thomas, late superintendent of the lead mines in 
Missouri; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. cA 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of the 
Trustees of the Nashville Hospital; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CLAY presented tbe peti:ion of a number 
of the revolutionary pensioners of tke United 
States, praying that their pensions may be increas. 
ed. ‘Referred to the Committee on Pensions, 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, the petition and pa- 
pers of Daniel Steimrod, on the files of the last 
session, were again referred to the Committee on 
Claims, 2 . 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of a 
number of the merchants and other citizens of Phi- 
ladelphia, praying that an appropriation may be 
made for the purchase ofa site and the building of 
a custom house at that place. Referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BUCHANAN also presented a petition from 
the Judges of the United States Court for the —— 
District of Pennsylvania, and from a number of the 
lawyers of the city of Philadelphia, praying that an 
appropriation may be made for the building of a 
court house at that city. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of a num- 
ber of merchants, sufferers by the fire in New 
York, in December, 1855, praying that the duties 
paid by them on goods that were destroyed by said 
fire; may be refunded to them. Referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. FULTON presented the memorial of the 
Legislature of Arkansas, praying for an extension 
of the time for granting bounty lands to soldiers of 
the late war. Also, a memorial from the same, 
praying for an appropriation for opening a road 
in said State, both of wach were appropriately re- 
ferred. aha 

Mr. HUBBARD. present:d some additional pa- 
pers in support of the claim of Moses Strong, 
which were referred to the Commi'tee on Claims. 

Mr. HUBBARD also presented the petition of 
two of the sureties of the late John P. Deca‘ur, 
praying, for reasons therein set forth, to be releas- 
ed from their liabilities. Referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Petitions were further presented by Messrs. 
EWING of NL. DAVIS, GRUNDY, TOMLIN- 
SON, ROBBINS, PRENTISS, NILES, ROBIN- 
SON, SEVIER, and PAGE. 

Mr. CALHOUN gave-notice that he would, 
to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill to conti- 
nue the operations of the deposite act of the last 
session, so as to operate on the excess of revenue 
that may be received this year. 

While up, Mr. C. said he wou'd put a question 
to the chairman of the Committee on Finance, 
(Mr. Wright.) He wished to be informe ] by that 
gentleman, whether his motion of Thursday to 
refer so much of the President’s message as relates 
to finance to the Finance Committee, included 
that part of the message which relates to the re- 
duction of the revenue to the wants of the Govern. 
ment? 


Mr. WRIGHT replied that he was unable to an- 
swer the question precisely. In making his mc- 
tion, he had intended to refer all parts of the mes- 
sage relating to finance to the Committee on Fi 
nance. He had had no consultation with his c l- 
leagues, as to how far they considered that por- 
tion of the message referred to by the gentleman 


from South Carolina, as comirg under their con- ` 


sideration. Whether or not they considered it as 


-more properly belonging to the Committee on 


Manufactures than to the Committee on Finance, 
he knew not. 


29. 
_ Mr. CALHOUN ssid, that he would then-movey. 
in order to remove-all doubts-on the-question, that 
that pertion of the message to which he had allude 
ed, be referred to the Committee on Finance. He 
made the motion, because of its probably haying: 
a stronger bearing on the action of this body, -and 
on political events hereafter, than any other ‘ques-- 
tion which might be brought before the:Senate; 

Mr. NILES submitted the following resolution, 
which lies one day on the table for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the District. 
of Columbia be instructed to inquire whether there 
is any law in force in tiis District which confers.on 
a Medical socie‘y, or any other association, whether 
self-constituted or incorporated, the power to grant 
licenses to persons to practice medicine, or to dè- 
cide on licenses granted elsewhere, and making it 
illegal and a criminal offence for persons not so 
licensed or approved to practice physic orsurgery 
in the District. Also, to inquire into the justice 
and expediency of the repeal of such laws; if any 
such are found to exist. : 

Mr. NICHOLAS submitted the following reso- 
lution, which les one day on the table for con- 
sideration: ; 

Reseved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of an ap- 
propriation for the erection of a suitable building 
for a custom house and public stores in the city of 
New Orleans. ` 

Mr. WALKER submitted the following. reso- 
lution, which lies on the table one day : j 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs -- 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing an arsenal at Columbus, in the State of 
Mississippi, as recommended in the memorial of 
the Legislature of that State, presented to the 
Senate at the last session. a 

Mr. SEVIER submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and adopted: © - 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be instructed tg inquire into the expedien- 
cy of confirming to the purchasers thereof, certain 
tracts of land sold to them. by John Pope, late 
Governor of Arkansas, by virtue of an act. of:Con- 


- gress, authorizing him to dispose of ten sections'of 


the public land to build a State house at. Little 
Rock, Atkans:s. 

Mr EWING, of Illinois, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution, which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the. expedi- 
ency of making provision, by law, for the estab- 
lishment of a more efficient system of operations 
cn the Cumberland road, in Illinois, and for the 
appointment of a separate superintendency for 
said road in that State; and also into. the expedi- 
ency of continuing said road from Vandalia, Ihi- 
nois, to the Mississippi river. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolutions, 
which lie one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency ofso 
amending the act establishing the Territer:al Go- 
vernment of Wisconsin, as to authorize the ap- 
pointment of two additional attorneys, - and that 
the committee also inquire into the expediency of 
authorizing, by further amendment of said act, the 
extending of the jurisdiction of justices of the 
peace, in cases where the sum in controversy shall 
not exceed one hundred dollars. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency ofap- 
propriating money for holding treaties with, and 
the purchase of the lands belonging to, the Sacs, 
Fox, Sioux, and Winnebago Indians in Wisconsin 
Territory, and to provide for their removal west of 
the Mississippi river. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public -Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a Surveyor General’s office for the Ter- 
ritory of Wisconsin; and that the same committee 
also inquire into the expediency of establishing 
two additional offices for the sale of the public 
lands in thet part of the Territory lying west of the 


“Mississippi river, and cumprising the counties of 


Des Moines and Du Buque. é ; 
Resolved,. That the Committee on the Public 

Lands be instrusted to inquire into the expediency 

of appropriating, for the purpose of constructing 
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roads and bridges, in the Territory of Wisconsin, 
in-money, the value at. this.timeof all. the rent 
lead received at the United: States -lead mines, on 
the. upper Mississippi river; which. money: shall 
be expended for the above purpose, under the di- 
rection of the Governor and Legislative Assembly 
of said Territory... 

Resolved, That the. Committee on the Public 
Lands be ‘instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
cy..of making appropriations, in lands and in mo- 
ney; for the construction of roads in the Territory 
of. Wisconsin, from Lake Michigian to the Missis- 
sippi river, through the United States lead mines, 
for a’ road from the northern boundary line of 
Missouri, through the counties of Dés Moines and 
Du Buque; for the completion of the road leading 
from Chicago, . Hinois, through the counties of 
Milwaukee and Brown, to Fort Howard at Green 
Bay. l 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
improving harbors and constructing light houses 
on'the coast of Lake Michigan, in the counties of 
Milwaukee and Brown, in Wisconsin Territory; 
and that the said committee also inquire into the 
expediency of constructing a pier and beacon light 
at the head of Green Bay, and of placing buoys in 
the channel of Green Bay to the mouth of Fox 
river. 7 ` . 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructedsto inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a separate ‘Territorial Government for 
that section of the present Territory of Wisconsin 
which lies west of the Mississippi river and north 
of the St:te of Missouri. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be ins racted to inquire into the expediency 
of so amending the act of Congress for laying off 
cerlain towns in Wisconsin, approved July 2d, 
1836, as to conform in ‘ts provisicns to the amend- 
‘Ment to the act entitled “ An act authorizing the 
laying off a town on Bean river, in the State of 
Milinois, and, for other purposes, approved Sth of 
February, 1829.” . 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the President of 
States be requested to ciuse a statement to be 
laid before the Senate, showing, a8 nearly as may 


; rize the East Florida and Perdido Riilroad-com- 


the United | 


be, the different appropriations which will leave | 


unexpended balances on the Ist day of January 
nex!, the amount so left, the objects to which 
they are applicable, and the dates of the acts by 
which they were authorized, 

Mr. RUGGLES submitted the followinp: reso- 
lution, which was considered and agreed to; 


Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed | 


to examine and report the extent of the loss sus- 
tained by the burning of the Patert Office, and to 
consider whether any, and what measures ought 
to be adopted to repair the loss, aud to establish 
auch evidences of property in patented inventions, 
as the destruction of the records and draw ings may 
have rendered necessary for its security; to report 
by bill or otherwise: 

On motion of Mr. RENTON, the committec was 
appointed by the Chair, and consists of the follow- 


ing gentlemen: Messrs, RUGGLES, PRENTISS, | 


SURANGE, PARKER, and BAYARD. 


; ae 
Mr, ROBBINS, on leav , introduced a bill for : 
the relief of Audrew Armstrong; which was twice i 


read and referred, 


Mr. SOU'THARD, on leave, introduced a bill | 


the Unted - 


for the relief of certain -officers of 
States sloop. of war Boston; which was iwice read 
and referred. ` 

Mr, SOUTHARD gave notice that he would 
to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to pro- 
vide for the enlistment of boys in the navy 


Mr. LINN, on leave, introduced a bill for the ib 


relief of Sebastian Butcher, and the heirs of Bar- 
tholomew Butcher, michel Bateher, and Peter 
Broom, which was read twice and referred. 

» Mr, LINN also, on leave, introduced a biit to 
authorize the Washington county Turnoike cem- 
pany in.the State of Missouri, to construct a road 


through the publie lands; which. was twice read | 


and referred, ` 
Mr. HENDRICKS gave notice that he would 
to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to authe- 


i 
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pany to construct a railroad through-the public 


‘lands. 


Mr. CLAY, in pursuance of notice given, asked 
leave to bring in a bill to appropriate, for a dim‘ted 
time, the proceeds of the sales-of the public lands, 
and to grant lands to certain States. Sees 

Mr. C. said he would take this opportunity: in 
making some explanation in rejation to the provi- 
sions of the bill which he should now cffer. The 
operation of the bill which had heretofore several 
times passed the Senate, and otice the House, com- 
menced on the last day of the year 1832, and it 
was to continue five years: It made a distribution 
of the nett proceeds arising from the sales of. the 
public lands among the several States, upon well 
‘known principles. By the passage of the depcsite 
act of the last session, a large portion of the funds 
which were to be distributed by the land bill, have 
been differently appropriated, and have been de- 
posited in the treasuries of the several States. He 
had not, therefore, thought it right, in the present 
condition of the Treasury, to give to the bill which 
he had drafted a retrospective character, which the 
former one pessessed ; but its ‘Operation was to 
commence on the last day. of the present year, 
and continue tothe last day ot the year 1841. In 
that shape its duration would be precisely that of 
the several bills her. tofore passed; and the motive 
he had for making iis t: rmination the last day of 
the year 1841, ‘would be quite’ obvious to the 
whole Senate. It was because, at that iime, the 
biennial reduction provided for by the compro 
tise ect of the 2d of March, 1833, ceases; and 
after that day, a reduction of one moi ty of all 
the excesses of the duties bevond twenty per 
cent. is to be made. Now, that would present a 
state of things which might render it necessary 
fer the Goyernment to pause, and 
determine, whether there shall bea continuation 
of the distribution of the proceeds arising from 
the sales of the public lands among the several 
States, as provided for by the act, ar whether the 
amount obtained from that source should be ap- 
plied tə the ordinary expenses of the Govern- 
ment. 

In this respect, therefore, there was a material 
difference between the bill in his hand and that 
heretofore passed. The present bill made ano 
ther provision, or rather he thought it proper to 
restore a provision which was in the original plan, 
as presented. by himself{to the Senate, for the dis. 
tribution of the proceeds of the public lands, by 
which, in the subsequent application of those pro- 
cecds by the. Legishitures of the several States, 
they were restricted to national odjcets—of inter- 
nal improvement,-eduestion, and colovization. He 
had thought that such a restriction upon the seve- 
ral States would relieve them from great embar- 
rassment, in respect to controversies on questions 
which might arise as to the manner in which they 
were to dispose of the funds which might come 
into their hands. it was scarcely necessary for 
him to say that-the fate of the bili depends upon 
the decision of the Senate. The bill (concluded 
Mr. C.) provides for the assignment to the new 
State of Arkansas her fair proportion of the funds 
to be divided, according to the principle an which 
the bill proceeds. It does not make a similar as- 
signment to the State of Michigan, because the 
admission of that State t5 not 
that event shall happen, however, by one section 
ofthe bill, she shall. be entitled to her proportion. 
In all other respects, except those particularly no- 
ticed, the bill is precisely in the shape in which 
the one passed at the last session. 

The bill was then read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr WRIGHT, on leave, introduced a bill sup- 
plementary to the act to establish the United 
States Mint, and to vezulate the coins of the 
United States; which was twice read and referred, 

Mr. KING of Alabama gave notice that he 
would to-morrow ask leave fo introduce a bill to 
authorize the Pensacola and Perdido Ra‘lroad 
company to construct a railroad through the pub- 
he lands,“ . i 

On motion of Mr, KING of Alabama, 

Ordered, That so much of the Presi 


Congress to- 


yet complete. When. 
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“try, to be sent to any 


Ser arene ane 


sage as relales to commerce be refered to the 


Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, on leave, introduced a bill ta: 
confirm certain private land claims in Louisiana; 
which was twice read-and referred. 

Mr. MOORE, on leave, introduced a bill authe-: 
izing the relinquishment of the iSth sections 
granted fur the use of sehoo!s, and the location of: 
other lands in lieu thereof; which was twice read 
and referred. ae 
` On motion of Mr. WALKER, i Sa 

Ordered, That so much of the President’s meg. 
sage as relates to the public landa, be referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Gn motion of Mr. BENTON, 

Ordered, That 30 much of the President’s meg. 
sage as relates to military affairs, be referred. to 
the Committee o9 *ilitary Affairs. 

On motion cf Mr. BUCHANAN, 

Ordered, That so much of the President’s mes- 
sage as relates to foreign affairs, be referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, 

Ordered, That so muci of the President’s mes- 
sige as relates to Indian affairs, be referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. ROBINSON, 

Orde. ed, "Phat so mach of the President’s mew 
sage as relates to the Post Office and prst rosds, 
be referred to the Committee on the Post Offce 
and Post Roads. 

On moticn of Mr. RIVES, i 

Ordered, That so much of the President’s mest 
sage as relates to naval affairs, be referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

‘the Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the resolution submitted by Mr. EWING of 
Obio, to rescind the Treasury order designating 
the fun:ls to be received in payment for the pub- 
lic lands; when 

Mr. BENTON, who had the floor, rose and ade 
dressed the Senate in opposition te the resolution, 
and continued h's speech until a late bour; when 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Moxpay, December 19, 1836. 

Messrs, ELMORE and RICHARDSON, mem. 
bers elect from the State of South Carolina, ap- 
pearcd, were qualified, and took their ceats, ; 

On motion of Mr. TALIAFERRO the House 
agreed to a resdlution for going iste the election 
ofa Chaplain, on the part of the Houra, tomor. 
row, 

On motion of Mr, CONNOR the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads had teave to sit dur- 
ing the sessions of the fiouse, for the purpose of 
prosecuting: the examination of witnesses in rela- 
tion io the destruction of the Post Office build: 
Ing. : : 

REDUCTION OF DUTIES. 

The first business in crder was the reference of 
a memorial presented on Monday last by Mr, 
Apans, from sundry citizens of Boston, praying 
for a repes} of the duties on foreign coal, which 
Mr. A. had moved to refer to the Committee on 
Manufactures. F 

Mr. PATTON had moved to refer the same to 
the Commiitee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. ADAMS presumed that as the subject bad 
been brought before the Committee on Manufae- 
tures by the vote of the House, on the reference 
of the Prosident’s message, that the gentleman 
from Virginia, (Mr Patton,) who had made the 
motion to refer the petition to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, would row withdraw it. 

Mr. PATTON thought the subject was too 
closly connected with the revenue ef the coun- 
other committee than that of 
Ways and Means; therefore he could not think of 
withdrawing his motion. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG expressed a hope that 
they would not consume much time upon this subs 
ject, especially after the debate which took plece 
the oher day. He then understood the House to 
come tothe determination that both committees 
should take this subject under their consideration; 
the one ss it regarded the revenue of the country, 


eo 
the other as it regarded its bearing upon the sub- 
ject of protecting duties. It struck Mr. ©. how- 
ever, that they had better not depart, in this in- 
stance, from the former usage. At the last Con- 
gress, when.a memorial, praying for the repeal of 
duty on foreign coal was presented, it was referred 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. Another, 
on the same subject, presented on Monday last, 
hada similar reference, and that committee now 
had the subject before them, 

Moreover, there was a standing rule of the 
House which had not yet been rescinded, and pro- 
bably never would be, which made it the duty of 
the committee on Way¢ and Means to report on 
the subject of the reduction of duties at every s: s- 
sion, and it became the more necessary at this 
time, when there were upwards of $50,000,000 
in the Treasury, that that committee should goin- 
to its examination. He bad no doubt that com- 
mittee would do'so, not only under the standing 
tule of the House, but also under that part of the 
President’s message kaving reference to it, and the 
report of the Seeretary of the Treasury. Mr. 
C. had no wish tointerfere, in the slightest de- 
gree, with the duties of the Committee on Manu- 
tactures, from whom there would. doubtless eman- 
ate a most able report, but he hoped the memorial 
would take the usual course, and go to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means, 


Mr. ADAM® sa‘d, if the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee cf Ways and Means had not intimated that 
it was the usual course to refer this subject to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, he should have 
said nothing mcre on the suhject. Mr. A. con- 
sidered the usual course to be to refer these sub- 
jects to the Committee on Manufactures, as well 
as the Committee of Ways and Means, He hoped 
the House would, according to principle, refer 
this subject to the Committee on Manufactures, 
At the same time he did tiet cons der it very ma- 
terial whether it was sent to one committee or the 
other, because both committees would have the 
subject before them. But this was a question as 
to the protective duties of the country, and for 
the protection of domestic incus'ry; and, therefore, 
every argument must be in favor of sending the 
subject to the Committee on Manufactures. 


Mr. M’KEON said that the citv which he came 
from, was deeply interested in this question. At 
this very moment, while we were debating the 
question of protection, the poor were suff-ring 
from our policy of, protection. He was snxious 
that this repeal should be made this session, and 
to whatever committee it should be sent, that we 
should have a report and a decis‘on of this House, 
The city of New York bad fer years petitioned on 
this subject, and yet nothing has been dane tore- 
lieve them from the cppressive tax. The subject 
had been referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means; it likewise had been in the charge of the 
Committee on Manufactures; but yet, sir, nothing 
hasbeen done. What I desire is, that it’shall not be 
tossed about from committee to committee with- 
out any result being produced. The people, 
the suffering people, demanda decision. 1am wil- 
ling it should go to the Commitee of Ways and 
Means. It properly belongs to that body. if the 
position assumed by the distinguished gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. Adams) be correct, he 
would drag within the circle of bis extended juris- 
diction every subject connected with the tariff. 
The proposition of the gentleman will embrace 
the resolution of the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia to repeal the duty on bread stuffs; on every 
article on which a reduction is proposed to be 
made. It isa question of revenue. Tt is a ques- 
tion whether taxation on the necessaries of lite is 
to be continued. It is a question whether exclu- 
sive legislation for the benefit ef the few, ut the 
sacrifice of the rights and comforts of the many, 
shall be continued; and under that view, he wished 
it tu goto the Committee of Ways and Means. 
We have millions overflowing our treasury, and it 


“became that committee to inquire, nut that on pro. 


tecting manufactures, how our taxes were to be 
reduced. ‘The poor of the country were on the 
one side, and these to be protected by legislation 
onthe other; and for one, he shoy!d be found with 
the consnmers, anxious to relieve them from this 
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tax. He hoped the petition would be sent. fo the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. HARPER did not egree wita those gentle- 
men who said it was a mere question of revenue. 


it was a question peculiarly belonging te the | 


Committee on Manufactures, being one of indus- 
try, involving an immense capital and avast arnount 
of labor. lt was but recently that a ready market 
had been found for ceal, for in 1834 there were 
not less than 3000 tons which lay over, and why 
should thisimmense trade besacrificed?. They knew 
that if it went to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, they would have an unfavorable report. 

Mr. GIDEON LEE said, he deemed it quite 
immaterial to which of the two. committees the 
reference be made, (the Ways and Means or Ma- 
nufaetures;) both these committees will necessarily 
inquire into the subject. Itis the general duty 
of the Ways and Means to inquire into this and all 
kindred questions affecting revenue, and the 
Committee on Manufactures has the question 
specially before it, on the reference of those pas- 
sages of the President’s messag’, relative to the 
“protective duties,” and the recommendation to 
ciminish the “duty on fuel,” the subject matter of 
this petition, must, therefore, be discussed in both 
committees; but I 1ise chiefly to apolegise to my 
own committee for the vote I shall give to send it 
to another committee. 

I had the honor last session to offer a resolution 
for the repeal of the duty on coal, and moved its 
reference to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
I was overruled: the resolution was referred to the 
Committee on Manufactures, of which I am a 
member. They did me the courtesy to discuss it; 
and, as I remember, seven members voted unqua!- 
ifiedly against it; one gave a qualified vote; snd 
my own vote was the only clear affirmative. For 
consistency, therefore, with my motion of refer- 
ence last year, and with the hope for a more fa- 
yorable, more just, and more humane result, I 
shall vote to refer to the Committee of Ways and 
Means 

One word in reference to my constituents: they 
consume one anda half millions of dollars’ worth of 
fuel annually, and at a cost of some two dollars 
per chaidron, by reason of this unreasonable tax, 
more than they ought in equity to pay. 

Mr. REED contended that the’ appropriate 
reference was to the Committee on Manufac- 
tures. 

Mr. CHAMBERS denied that it was a question 
f.rthe consideration of the Committee of Ways 
and Means. since it was not a question of a redec- 
tion of duties, so far as revenue was concerned, but 
in reference to protection; as coal was, in the 
fullest sense of the term, an article coming under 
the head of manufactures. 

Mr. DAVIS remarked that the western States 
had been laid aside by the continuance of this de- 
bate—a debate merely on the subject of reference; 
and he moved the further postponement of the 
consideration of the memorial till Monday next. 
Lost—72 to 89, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG made some further re~ 
marks on the same subject, and reterred to a me- 
morial which had been sent to han for presenta- 
tion from New York, signed by upwards of 8,000 
citizens, praying for the repeal of this duly. 

Mr. DENNY thought it very prebsble that a 
great partof the cry got up against the duty, 
arese from the lessees of the coal region in Nova 
Scotia, which was owned to a very large extent in 
New York. He was in favor of the r: ference to 
the Committee on Manufactures; and one great 
objection to the other reference, was the known 
sentiments of the gentleman (Mr. Cambreleng ) at 
the head of that committee, and the wishes of his 
immediate constituents. 

Mr. INGERSGLL udvocated the same course. 

Mr. BOON said, if this was a subject of protec- 
tion, he would vote for its reference to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures; but this was the first time 
in his f: he had ever heard that coal was a manu- 
factured article. If was a monopoly which was 
peculiarly oppressive upon the community, aS Was 
evinced by the present high price of fuel in this 
and all the large eastern cities. p 

The question was then taken, and the result 
was—yeas 88, nays 124, ag follows: 


os a 


YEAS.—Messr 


é. Adams, Chilton Allan, Hemañ 
Allen, Anthony, Ash, Ashley, Bailey, Beaumont, 
Black, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Buchanan; John: 
Calhoon, William B. Calhoun, George Chambers, - 


- John Chambers, Chetwéod, Childs, Corwin, Crane, 


Cushing, Darlington, Denny, Evang, Everett, Fow- 
ler, Gsibraith, Rice Garland, Granger; -Grehnel}, 
Biland Hail, Hard, Harlan, Harper, Samuel S Hate: 
rison, Hazeltine, Henderson, Heister, Hoar, Howe: 
ell, Hubley, Hunt, Ingersoll, William Jackson, Janes, 
H. Johnson, Kennon, Laporte, Lawrence, Min- 
coln, Logan, Job Mann, Sampson Mason, McCar- 
ty, McComas, McKennan, Miller, Milligan, Muh- 
lenberg, Parker, Dutee J, Pearce, Pearson, Pick» 
ens, Potts, Reed, Russell, Schenck, William B,- 
Shepard, Slade, Slosne, Spangler, Storer, Suther- 
land, Taylor, Waddy Thompson, Turner, Under= 
wood, Vinton, Wagener, Wardwell, Washington, 
Webster, White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Wib 
lams, Sherrod Williams, Young—88, ` er 

NAYS.—Messrs. Barton, Beale, Bean, Bell, 
Bockee, Boon, Bouldin, Bover, Boyd, Brown, 
Bunch, Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Campbell, 
Carr, Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin; 
Nath. H. Claiborne, John F. H. Claiborne, Cleve- 
land, Coles, Connor, Craig, Cramer, Cushman, 
Davis, Deberry, Doubleday, Dunlap, Efner, BI- 
more, Fairfield, French, Fry, Fuller, James’ Gar- 
land, Gillet, Glascock, Graham, Grantland, Grif- 
fin, Haiey, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Hardin, Albert 
G. Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Wolsey, 
Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Huntington, Huntsman, 
Ingham, Jabez Jackson, Jarvis, Jenifer, Jo- 
seph Johnson, Rich’d M. Johnson, Cave Johnsen, 
John W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, Kilgore; Klin- : 
gensmith, Lane, Lansing, Lawler, Gideon Lee, 
Joshua Lee, Luke Lea, Leonard, Lewis, Lave, 
Loyal, Lyon, Martin, William Mason, Moses Ma- 
son, jr. Maury, May, McKay, McKeon, McKim, 
MeLene, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Ow- 
ens, Page, Parks, Patterson, Patton, Franklin 
Pierce, Pettigrew, Phelps, Pinckney, Jöhn Rey- 
nolds, Joscph Reynolds, Richardson, Robertson, 
Rogers, Seymour, Augustine H. Shepperd, 
Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Smith, Standefer, Talia- 
ferro, ‘Phomas, John Thomson, Toucey, Turrill, | 
Vancerpoel, Ward, Wecks, Thomas T.. Whittle. 
sey, Wise—124, . ie en koe 

So the motion to commit to the Committee ‘on 
Menufactures was decided in the negative, and the 
mation to refer the memorial to the Committee 
of Ways and Means was agreed to. me 

Mr. CASEY moved a suspension of. the rule, 
for the purpose of calling the States not called dn 
Monday Last for resolutions, which was agreed to, 

TENNESSEE LAND BILE. 

The House then took up the resolution offered 
by Mr. DUNLAP on Monday last, proposing to 
make the bill to amend the act authorizing the 
State f Tennessee to issue grants for land in cer- 
tain cases, (called the “ Tennessee land bil’) 
the special order for Wednesday the 14th, 

Mr. DUNLAP modified the resolution by sub- 
Stituting Wednesday the 2ist. ; 

Mr. VINTON expressed a hope, that after the 
past experience of its inconvenience, they would 
make no more special orders. uP Si 

Sir, DUNLAP asked for the yeas and nays, but 
the House r: fused to order them, and the resolu- 
tion was rejected. ; 

STEAMBOAT ACCIDENTS, 

Mr. STORER cffered the following resolution : 
red, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire what legal enactments are 
necessary by Congress, to prevent accidents on 
board of vessels navigating the waters of the Un- 
ted States by m, and for the punishment of the 
commanders, pilots and engineers of such vessels, 


f said, if he understood the 
English Í ge at all, his resolution. covered 
every passible case which might arise; at least he 
intended it to do so. He wasaware that the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary might be the most appro- 
priate standing committee of the House to which- 
to refer the subject; but he was aware at the same 
time, that from the great mass of business before 
that commitiee, it pe-haps. would not be able to 
pay so much attention to thesubject as aselecf com- 


“he had asked fora select committiee, 
_Salution. of the gentleman from Ohio. should. be 


before the committee in some tangible form. ` He 


bis resolution. - 
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mittee would; and for that reason, and that alone, 
If the re 


adopted, Mr. H.’s reSolution would be nullified.” 
Hehadno disposition to place himself in a more 
conspicuous position, but he thought the resoin- 
tion he had submitted, would cover every case. 
He therefore hoped the gentleman would withdraw 


>.. Mr. STORER only wished to bring the subject 


wished the examination to extend not only to the 
bursting of boilers of steamboats, but to accidents 
from racing, and all acidents from the carelessness of 
pilots; He then modified his resolution, so as to 
refer thé subject to the select committee, instead 
6f the Committee on the Judiciary, and, so modi- 
fied, the reso!ution was agreed to. 
WEST POINT ACADEMY. 

Mr. HANNEGAN, from the Select Committee 
on the West Point Academy, reported the follow- 
ing: resolution: f 
~ Resolved, That the Select Coramittee appointed 
to investigate the affairs of the West Point Acade- 
my, be authorized, by themselves, or a sub-com- 
mittee, to visit the Academy, for the purposes 
mentioned in the resclution under which they 


| 
| 


were appointed. z 
_ Mr. MASON of Ohio, asked for the yeas and 
nays, but they were not ordered. : : 

Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, said he should 
like to hear some special reasons for the adoption 
of this resolution. For himself, he was not aware 
of any information to be obtained at West Point 
which could not be procured in this city, at the 
proper departments. 

Mr. HAWES replied that, at the first meeting 


of the. committee, they unanimously decided upon 


the course proposed in the resolution just offered. 

Mr. PEARCE was not satisfied with the expla- 
nation, for he wished to know the causes and the 
reasons for recommending that course. 

Mr. LANE said, that, believing as he did 
that the institution at West Point was one of the 
most valuable, as well as one of the most demo 
eratic institutons in the country; and believing 
algo, as he did, that if these gentlemen were to go 


"they would return to that House perfectly satis- 


‘fied.with its management, he did trust that the 
resolution would be agreed to. 

Mr. JARVIS remarked, that he thought they 
had. had quite enough. of travelling committees, 
and be hoped they: would have no more of them, 
In order, then, not to take up more of the time 
of the House in a useless discussion, he moved to 
lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. HAWES asked for the yeas and nays, but 
the House refused to order them, and the motion 
to Jay on the table prevailed by a vote of 87 to 54, 

Mr. DAVIS offered the following resolution; 

Resolved, That sll petitions, memorials, remon- 


_ strances, or other papers, which may be offered 


during the present session, in any manner relating 
to the abolition of slavery, or the slave trade, in 
the District of Columbia, ot any of the Territories 
of the United States, shall on presentation be laid 
upon the table, without reading, without being 
ordered to be printed, and without debate. 

Mr. REED did hepe this resolution would not 
be agreed to, for he thought it better to allow 
these memorials to. take the usual course. 1t was 
better for the purpose of allaying the excitement 
on this subject; better for the North as well as for 
the South. 

Mr. CALHOUN, of Mass: moved to lay the re- 
solution on the table; which was agreed to with- 
out a count. 

Mr. REYNOLDS, of Hlinois, submitted the fol- 
lowing: . 

Aesolved, That a Select Committee he appointed 
fo take into consideration the subject. of establish. 
ing commercial hospita!s on the western waters. 

“Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, inquired if this 
Subject had not been already referred to the 
standing Committee on Commerce; aud if they 
had notat this time the matter under considera- 
tion, the better course would be to send this reso- 
lution to that committee, _ 

O Mr. REYNOLDS remarked, that he could 


scarcely expect to succeed against the mation | 
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made by his friend from Ohio, (Mr. Whittle. 
sey.) : be ge E 
(Mr. Wairrcesey stated, that he maile no mo- 
tion, but only suggested as above.) f w 
Mr. R. sud, that this was a tubjectof great im-. 
portance to the majority of the people of the west, 


_ and on that consideration he moved the resolu- 


tion, and hoped it would pass. 

The Committee on Commerce were all taken 
from the Atlantic States, and of course were not 
as fully acquainted with the facts and necessities 
of the people, as those who live in the west, | 

The Committee on Commerce, it was true, had 
this subject before them; but nothing was done on 
thesubjeet, He hoped something would be done 
this session. Hospitals in proper places in the 
west, would do great service toa very worthy class 
of citizens. 

Mr. GILLET replied thata bill hat been re- 
ported from the Committee on Commerce at the 
last session, embracing the object contemplated 
in the resolution, but had not been acted upon. 

After a few words from Messrs. REYNOLDS; 
LANE, BIGGS and VINTON, on motion of the 
last gentleman, the resolution was referred to the 
same committee which had the bill in charge, viz: 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, by a vote of 73 ayes, noes not counted. 

Mr.. WHITE of Florida submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which, according to the rule lies 
over for one day. f 

Resolv.d, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to report to this House the causes 
which have prevented the 9th article of the treaty 


between Spainand the United States, of the 22d 


February, 1819, and the two acts of Congress 
passed in relation thereto; and whether, in his 
opinion, any further legislation be necessary to 
carry the same into effect. f 

Mr. WHITE of Florida submitted the foilowing 
resolution; which lies over one day. + 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy he 
directed to communicate to this Honse the report 
of the Naval Commission: rs, who have recently 
been engaged in the examination of the navy 
yard at Pensacola, and the report of Commodore 
Stewart on the same subject. 

Mr. WHITE of Florida submitted the follow 
ing resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee 00° Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the espedien- 
cy of giving the right of way through the public 
lands for the railroads proposed to be made in 
Florida, by the East Florida Railrosd Company, 
the Pensacola and Perdido Railroad Corapany, and 
the Brunswick and Flori’s Railroad Company; 
and the right of way to the St, Andrews and Chi- 
pola Canal Company, to make a canal or railroad 
through the public lands, é 

Mr. THOMSON of Ohio submitted the follow- 
ing resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Jadiclary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of in- 
creasing the compensation of the District Judge 
for the District of Onio. 

Mr. ASHLEY submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was read and rejected: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
granting to the State of Missouri five hundred 
thousand acres of the public lands for the purposes 
of internal improvement. 

Mr. HUNTSMAN submitted the following re- 
solution, which by the rule lies ever one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be requested to communicate to this. House the 
amount of: duties collected upon salt, in the years 
1834, 1835, and in the year 1836, as far as it can 
be estimated. 

Mr. MARTIN submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was read and rejected: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire inte the expediency, 
of permitting entries to be made of forty acre 
tracts of the public lands, without any other re- 
striction than that of requiring that the tract to be 
entered shall adjoin the improvement or planta- 
tion of the applicant. ; : 


Mr. HARRISON of Missouri submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was rejected: 


ae 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
placing upon a footing with other publie lands Nac 
ble to be sold at public sale, such public lands a8 
have been reserved as salt springs, and saline and 
mineral lands. i 7 

On motion of Mr. FALIAFERRO, 

Resolved, That this House will proceed, at two ` 
o’clock to-morrow, the 20th instant, to execute: 
the joint resolution of the two Houses for the elec. 
tion of Chaplain. 

Mr. BELL submitted the following resolution, 
which, by the rule, lies over one day: 
~ Resolved, That the Secretary of War be re- 
quested to communicate to this House copies 
of all ord rs issued to Governors of States 
or Territories, or to officers in the army, autho- 
nizing a call for volunteers or militia men, 
either for the protection of the southwestern fron. 
tier, for the prevention cr suppression of Indian 
hostilities within the last eighteen months; also, 
copies of ali orders explanatery of or counter 
manding any original order; also, the number of 
such troops, which at any time or times within 
said period, presented themselves equipped for the 
service under said calls; and the States and Terri 
tories to whichthey belonged; also, the number 
received into the public service, the dates of such 
reception, and the several plices of redezvous; 
also, the terms of service of such troops so receiv- 
ed into the public service,~and the terms during 
which they actually served; also, the whole num- 
ber of treops, whether volunteers, militiamen, 
mounted dragoons, or troops belonging to the regu- 
lar army, which have been employed in suppres. 
sing the hostilities of the Creek Indians within the 
sume period of time; and also the greatest number 
so employed at ane time, : 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 


of granting a pension to Levi Johnston, for wounds 


received white in the miltary service of the United 
States. 

Gn motion of Mr. KENNON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from 
Barnesville, by the way of Senecaville and Cum- 
berlind, to Chandlersville, Muskingum county, 
Ohio; also, ja post route from Senecaville, by the 
way of Burson’s Mills, to the Batesvi'le Post Office, 
in Guersey county, Ohio, 

Mr, LANE submitted the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of confining the future sales of the public lands to 
actual and bona fide settlers, i i 

Mr. JOTINSUN of Louisiana submitted the 
following resolution, which, according to the rule, 
lies over one day: . 4 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury be instructed to report to this House 
the number of claims. to lands in the State of 
Louisiana, confirmed under different acts of 
Congress, and the number of those acquired 
from the United States by purchase; the num- 
ber of patents issued for the said claims, and 
the time which will probably elapse before the 
whole of the patents due therefor can issue under 
present arrangements, 

Mr. LEWIS. submiited the following resolu- 
tions, which were egceed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of com- 
pensating H.'W. Russell for money advanced in 
purchasirg forage for troops and volunteers at 
Tallassee, in Alabama, in or about the month of 
May, 1835. ; 

Be it further resolved, That said committee in- 
quire into the expediency of compensating Wiley 
Harbin of Talassee, for provisions, subsistence, 
and forage furnished certain volunteers from the 
£h of May, 1836, to the 22d of same month; and 
olso fur a horse belonging to said’ Harbin, killed 
in the military service of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. MAY, i 

Aesolved, That the Committee an Commerce be 
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instructed to inquire into the expediency of mak- 
ing an appropriation for the construction of a har. 
„borat the mouth of the Little Calumet river, at 
Lake Michigan | 
On motion of Mr. CLAIBORNE of Miss. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be. 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing ports of entry at Natchez, Grand Gulf, and 
Vicksburg, in the State-of Mississippi. 

On motion of Mr. CARR, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing an armory st the falls of the Chio 
river, inthe State of Indiana. 

On motion of Mr. CASEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of making further provision by law, for the 
more efficient prosecution of the work upon the 
National road in Hlinois. i 

On motion of Mr. HAMER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing an arsenal as a place of depot for 
the public arms at Columbus, or elsewhere, in the 
State af Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. BOON, 

Resolved, That the letter from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, transmitting the annual report of 
the Commissiener of the General Land Office, 
showing the operations of that office for the 
years 1835 and 1836, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands, 

On motion of Mr. McC ARTY, 

` Resolved, Vhat the Committee on Reads and Ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of amending the several acts for the construction 
and continuation of the Cumberland road, so as to 
authorize the further construction thercof through- 
out the State of Indiana, to be let cut by con- 
tracts in sections, upon notice, to the lowest bid- 
der; and of authorizing the immediate grading 
and bridging of the unfinished parts. thereof 
through said State; and that said committee fur- 
ther inquire into the expediency of an additional 
appropriation for the further construction and 
completion of szid road. 

On metion of Me. CHAPMAN, 

‘Resolved, ‘That the Commitiee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expelien- 
cy of ceding to the State of Alabama the unsold 
lands inthe Huntsville land district in that State, 
together with the proceeds of ‘such of ssid lands 
as have been sold since the first day of January, 
1836, to be applied to the improvement of the 
Tennessee river, at the Muscle and Colbert Shoals, 
upon the plan adapted, and in progress, under the 
management of the Board of Canal Commissioners. 

Mr. LYON submitted the following resolution, 
which was read and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands inquire into ‘the present situation of the 
title to the four reserved sections of land within 
the district of country allotted to the Tomheckbee 
Association of French Emigrants, for the cultiva- 
tion of the vine and olive; and into the expediency 
of making provision, by law, for perfecting the 
title to such of the allottees as may have fulfilled, 
as required by their contract, the conditions of 
settlement and cu! tivation on any portion ofsaid four 
sections, and tendered the purchase moncy within 
the time required by law; and of making some 
final disposition of any remainder of said four 
sections. 

7 Mr. CARTER submitted the following resolu. 
tions; which were read, and adapted: : 

Resolved, That the Committee ca Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of connecting the Tennessee waters with 
the Coosa river, by a canal or railroad, commenc- 
ing at some point on the Hiwassee river, in East 
Tennessee. s 

Resolved, further, That the 


said committee be in- 


tinuing the improvements heretofore commenced 
by the United States et the Muscle Shoals, inthe 
State of Alabama, up the Tennessee and Holston 


rivers to King’s Post, by an appropriation from the- 


Treasury of the United States. AE a 

Mr. CARTER also submitted the following reso- 
lation, which was rejected: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire isto the propriety 
of relinquishing the title of the United States to the 
rernaining remnant of the public lands in the State 
of Tennessee, to the said State, for the promotion 
of the improvements of the Tennessee and Holston 


rivers, and such other improvements as said State | 


may deem proper. 


Mr. CUSHMAN submitted the following reso- 


lution, which was agreed to: 
Resohe?, Phat the declaration of James Har- 


_ rald, alias James Harrod, deceased, a soldier of the 


revlution, with the accompanying papers, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen: 
sions, with instructions to inquire into the expe- 
diency of making an allowance to the heirs of said 
James Harrold, deceased, for his revolutionary 
services. 

On motion of Mr. GILLET, . 

Resolved, That the Cémmittee on Invalid Pens 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of allowing Russell Atwater, of Nerfolk, in the 
State of New York, an invalid pension from the 
time he was wounded, until the time he was 
placed upon the roll of invalid pensioners, 

On motion of Mr. REED, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be directed to inquire into the justice and expedi- 
ency of maxing further allowance and nay to Eze- 
kiel Jones, Commander: of one. of the Revenue 
Cutters of the United States, for services rendered 
in Florida, during the past year. 

On'moticn of Mr. HEMAN ALLEN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions, be instructed to inquire inte the expe- 
diency of so amending the law passed on the 4th 
day of July, 1836, entitled “An act granting half 
pay to widows or orphans, when their husbands 
and fathers have died of wounds received in the 
military service of the Cnited States, in certain 
eases, and for other purposes,” as to extend the 
provisiors, contained in the third section of said 
act, to the widows of those who may have died, 
or shall die subs: quent to the passing thereof, 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Wisconsin, it was 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Territories 
be instructed to inquire ints the expediency of so 
amending the act establishing the Territorial Go- 
vernment of Wisconsin, as to authorize the ap- 
pointment of two. additional attorneys; and that 
the committee also inquire into the expediency of 
authorizing, by farther amendment of said act, the 
extension of the jurisdiction of justices of the 


peace, in cases where the sum in controversy shall ` 


not exceed one hundred dollars, 

On motion of Mr, JONES of Wisconsin it was 

Realved, ‘That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed te inquire into the expediency of 
making appropriations in lands and in money, for 
the construction of roads in the Territory of Wis- 
consin, from Lake Michigan to the Mississippi ori- 
ver, through the lead mines of the United ‘States, 
for a road from the northern boundary line of. 
Missouri, through the counties of Des Moines and 
Du Buque, for the completion of the road leading 
from Chicago, UWinois, through the counties of 
Milwaukee and Brown ,to Fert Howard at Green 
Bay. ‘ 

Mr. JONES of Wisconsin, submitted the follow- 
ing resoletion, which was rejected: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Af- 
fars be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of-appropriating money for holding treaties with, 
and the purchase of the lands belonging to, th 
Sacs, Fox, Sioux; and Winnebago Indians, in Wis- 


structed toinqurie also into the propriety ofcon- | 


{ 
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-consin Territory, and so provide for their Be 
valiwest of the Mississippi tiver., ; : 
Mr. JONES of Wisconsin submitted 
ng: resolution, whieh: was. rejected Bk ead 
Resolved, That’ the Committee on Roads: and: 
Canals be instructed to inquire. inte. the <expe-: 
diency of making appropriations for the comple-.. 
tion of the road: deading:from Fort’ Dearborn, at 
Chicago, Ilinois, through ‘the counties of Milwau- 
‘kee and Brownin Wisconsin: Tertitory, to. Fort! 
Howard, at Green Bay; for the opéning of Toads) 
from Lake Michigan, in Milwaukee countys; toe 
the Mississippi river; and from the northern: bouh- 
dary line of Missouri, within the county of Des: 
Moines, through the county of Du Buque; to Prai- 
rie du-Chien and Fort Crawford, ue yt 
Mr. JONES of Wisconsin, submitted the 
ing résolution, which was rejected: sii 
Resolved, That: the Committee: on the Publie? 
Lands be instructed to inquire into thè expediency 
of appropriating, for the purposes of construct- 
ing roads and bridges in the Territory of ‘Wiseon- 
sin, in money, in value at..this Umse ef ‘all the rent 
lead received at the United States lead ‘mines, on 
the Upper Mississippi ‘river; whichmoney sball. be 
expended for the above purposes under the dire 
tion of the Government and Legislative Assembly: 
of said Territory. Sa a 
Mr. JONES, of Wisconsin, submitted thë: fol- 
lowing resolution, which was read and rejected’: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Pabdlic 
Lands be. instructed to inquire into the expedieicy 
of so amending the act of Congress. for laying: off 


he falowe: 


follow: 


| certain towns in Wisconsin, approved July 2.1836; 


as to conform in its provisions to. the amendment. 
to an act, entitled ‘an act authorizing the laying. 
off a town -on Bean river, in the State of. Tinois;. 
and. for other purposes, approved: the: Sth day.of 
Februdry, 1829.” fy bets padre EAE ESE 
On motion of Mr. JONES of Wisconsin; 


Resolved, That the Committee on the ‘Verrito- » 
ries be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
Territorial: Governmentfor: 


establishing a:separate i 
that section ‘of the. present. Territony/ of Wisedn- 
sin, which lies wést-of the Mississippi‘ river “and: 
north of the State of Missouri. Tet è 
On motion of Mr. JONES of Wisconsin 
Fesslued, That the Committee on Commeree:be:: 
instructed to ingnire into the expediency of. ims: 
proving harbors antl constructisg light hetses:on 
the coast of Lake Michigan, in the. counties af, 
Milwaukee and Brown, in Wisconsin’ Territory; 
and that the said committee also inquire into the: 
expediency of constructing a pier and beacon lighe: 
at the head of Green Bay, and of placing bueys in 
the channel of Green Bay, to the mouth -of Fox: 
river. Ehua 
Petitions and memorials were presented. by. 
Messrs. PARKS, EVANS, FAIRFIELD, MA 
SON, and Hali, of Maine. Sangia Yip bee hy 
tessts, BURNS, CUSHMAN,’ and BEAN, of, 
New Hampshire ~~) o i ix ped ; 
[Mr. Brean presented. the petition of Simeon 
Smith, askinga pension for revolutionary services, 
The petition of Hannah Gordon, asking apens 
sion for the services of ber husband, William Gor- 
don... 3 
reg BRIGGS, LAWRENCE, LINCOLN, 
BORDEN, REED, APAMS, CALHOUN; . and: 
CUSHING of Massachusetts. N 
Mr. PEARCE of Rhole Island: | ecg oedet aa 
Messrs, INGHAM and HALEY of Connecticut: 
(Mr. Ixenam presented the following: Petition: 
of John Bushop, a revolutionary soldier, ‘asking: 
for a pension—referred to the Committee on: Ret- 
olutionary Pensions; or. Cynthia. Ruggles, and 
o-hers, asking for an €xelusive property in. anew 
and useful invention—referred tothe Committee 
on the Judiciary; of. Elihu Sanford, asking come 
pensation for services rendered in the revolution: 
ary war-—referred- to the : Committee on. Reyolue: 
tionary Claims; of Alexander Phelps, an’ invalid. 
pensioner, askiag-for an increase of pensionet 


it 
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34 
ferred'to the Committee-on, Revolutionary. Pen: 
sions; of the inhabitants of Connecticut, asking 
appropriatigns (6 erect apindles, &¢. in the harbors 
of Killingsworth and Greenwich, and also for the 
improvement of the harbor of West Brook, in 
that. State;. of Wiliam Calver—referred to the 
Vommittee’ on ‘Commerce; of Gordon. Robbins, 
asking. remuneration: ‘for theless of his vessel, 
which was destroyed by. the enemy during: the - 
late. warycalsovof» the ship owners, and of the 
New London Company; praying that a light boat, 
with increased tonnage, bë established on Bart- 
tetta Reefireferred to the Committee on Com- 
meree; o < — >. 4 : 

Messrs; EVERETT and. ALLEN of Vermont. 

Messrs. GILLET, WARDWELL, CAM- 
BRELENG, TURRILL, 
BOCKEE, HUNTINGTON, and LOVE of New 
York. ; 

{Among the petitions presented by Mr. Cam- 
BRELENG was a memorial from about eight thou- 
sand ‘inhabitants of the city of New York, praying 
for a repeal of the duty on coal, Mr.C. remarked 
that:they ‘were believed to be generally men in 
poor circumstances, and the petition was chiefly 
from: the upper. wards, got up without the aid of 
** foreign agencies.”’} 

. On motionof Mr. McKENNAN, 
‘The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
ae Tusrspay, Dec. 20, 1836. = | i 
'- Petitions were presented by Messrs. WRIGHT, 
KENT, PARKER, LINN, BAYARD, TOMLIN- 
SON, ROBBINS, RIVES, KING of Alabama, 
and WALT: > 
Mr. WEBSTER submitted the following reso- 
tutions: z 
Rescleed, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
communicate to the Senate the latest statement 
made.at, or for, the Treasury of the condition of 
the deposite banks, exhibiting, among other par- 
ticulars, the names and places of all deposite banks 
appointed since the 25d June last, their capitals, 
and the amounts of public moneys actually trans- 
ferred or ordered to be transferred to those banks 
respectively. 

« Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury 
communicate to. the Senate a detailed statement of 
ell:trarsfers of public moneys ordered since the 
28dof June last, for the purpose of executing the 
act of that date for regulating the deposites of the 
p iblic moneys, showing the: dates and amounts of 
wich transfers, from what place to what place, 
from:what bank to what bank, and the times al- 
lowed for such transfers respectively; also a simi- 
Jar staternent of all transfers other than such as 
were made.in execution of the aforesaid act. 

OMS WEBSTER said, the gentleman (Mr. Ben- 
ton) who yesterday addressed the Senate, read 
#atlements, obtained at the Treasury, from -which 
it. would appear that certain banks had enlarged 
their discounts‘since the date of the Treasury or- 
der cf the 11th of July. That fect was not new 
or durprising ta him, (Mr. Webster.) He believed 
it had been understood generally that such was the 
case; but the question was, what banks found 
themselves obliged to enlarge their discounts? 

_ Were-they the banks cf the United States gene- 
rally% banks in the principal commercia] places? 
or amajority of them? fe understood the case te 
be fan: otherwise; that the banks, in regard to 
which the slatements were: produced, were depo- 
sile banks, or some of them. They constituted 
but.a‘small. proportion ‘of all the banksin the Unit- 
edi States, and the proportion, some 60.0°°70 to a 
thousand. He understeod that-one of the promi- 
nent cbjections to the Treasutv order, “and against 
the manner.of executing the deposite law, wis 

that the Secretary ot the Treasury had- procéeded 
to execute the deposite law, and that large sums 
of-mioney had been drawn from some of the banks; 
thatda stich situations the transfers did not meet: 
the general purposes of business; and that these 
large ‘sums of money were drawn from other places 
where they were very ‘much wanted at the time. 

Me had asked for the information with a view to 
sec how that matter was. Certainly among the 
prominent objections, both asregards the depo- 


ateactand the order of July last, were, that trans. | 


WARD, TAYLOR, | 


! fers had Deen made where n 
made to these banks where money was wanted. 
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öt wanted, ‘and. not 


In those places to which transfers had been made, 
and not wanted, the banks. were chargeable with 
interest beyond à certain amount, and it was their 
natural desire, therefore, to put the money cut 
upon loans to any one.that would take it; for oth- 
erwisé the depasite would be a heavy charge to 
them. fag : 

The first resolution might be answered -without 
any delay; and lead: to the public good; and as to. 
the second, he did not suppose that any great time 
would be necessary to prepare an answer to it, 

Mr. WRIGHT inquired whether the honorable 
Senator (Mr. Webster) meant to ask for any more 
than the dust statement rendered at the Treasury 
Department? : 

Mr. WEBSTER replied, that it was not his de- 
sire that the inquiry sheuld go back and call for a 
voluminous amount of matter; he only wished to 
have the lust statement received, 

Mr. WRIGHT having made no objection, 

The resolutions were accordingly agve:d to. 

Mr. MORRIS submitted the fcllowisg resolu- 
tion, which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Judiciary 
inquire into the expediency of giving the consent 
of the United States, that each and every tract of | 
land which has heretofore been, or hereafter may 
be, sold'by Congress, be liable to taxation hy State 
authority; and that the several State Legislatures į 
in whose States any such lands are situated, be at 
liberty to repeal any law or ordinance passed by 
such State, in pursuance of any act of Con 
by which such State is prohibited frorn 
any tax upon lands sold by the Unitel = 
the term of five years from and after the date of 
auch sale, A 

Mr. WRIGHT gave notice, that he would on 
to-morrow ask leave to bring ia a bill in addition 


o 
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ress, 


to the act entitled an act to provide more ¢ifeetu- | 


ally for the settlement of accounts between the 
United States and the receivers of the punije mo- 
neys; also, a bill anticipating the payment of the 
remaining: instalments of the indemnity due Amer- 
ican citizens under the French treaty. 


Mr. HENDRICKS, on leave, introduced a. bill | 


to authorize the East Florida Railroad company to 
construct a railroad through the public lands; 
which was read twice and referred. 

Mr. LINN, on leave, introduced a bill to pro- 
vide for the legal adjudication and seitlement of 
claims .to lands therein mentioned; which was 


twice read and referred. - | 
i 


Mr. KING of Alabama, on leave, introduced a 
bill to authorize the Pensacola and Perdido Rail- 
road and Canal company to cut 
struct a railroad through the public lands; which 
was twice real and referred, 

Mr, SOUTHARD, on leave, introduced a bill to 
provide for the enlistment of boys in the navy, snd 
to extend the term forthe enlistment of seamen; í 
which was twice read and referred. i 

The resolutions. submiited on Thursday by i 


canal and con- | 


Messrs. TALLMADGE and MOORE, and the re- | 
solutions submitted yesterday by Messrs. BOBIN- j 
SON, NILES, NICHOLAS, WALKER, EW- | 
ING of Ohio, LINN, and BENTON, were seve. f 
‘pally considered and adopted. | 

Mr- SEVIER submitted documents in support | 
of the claim of Benjamin Murply; which were re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. } 

Mr. NILES arose and remarked, that he hada } 
motion to submit, with the view of taking the sense | 
{ 
i 


h 
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of the Senate, on a questien which concerned a 
committee whose duties and rights he wa } 
bound to look to, and which he apprehended was 
of no small importance to the country, “ihe Sen- 
ate, yesterday, on motion of the Senator from 
South Carolica (Mr. Calhoun,) referred so much 
of the Presidents messige as relates to a reduc- 
tion of duties to the wants of the Government, to | 
the Committee on Finance. He did net object to 
this motion, although he had supposed that the re- | 
ference which bad previously been made, was j 
sufficiently definite, . In one view of the question, 
it was undoubtediy one of finance, aud be did not 
object to its going to that committee ; 


j but he did { 
object tothe argument of the Senator from South 


Carolina, or. the ground on whick he rested his | 
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motion—that the reduction of the revenue was 
purely a question of fivance. If this was correct, 
then the Committee on Manufactures had nothing 
to do with any question of reduction or repeal of 
duties, even upon articles belonging confessedly to 
the protected class, The protective principle, 
then, is to be repudiated and excluded from your 
revenue laws. This was a question of too great 
magnitude, and too intimately connected with. the * 
great interests of the country, and the sensibilities 
of the people, to be discassed on the motion he 
had to submit. it was sufficient for his purpose 
that this principle was not yet repudiated. Surely 
the Senator from South Carolina need not be in- 
formed that the act of 1833, commonly called the 
compromise act, in the passage of which he took 
so prominent a part, distinctly reeogaises this prin- 
ciple; the protective principle, indeed, forms the 
very basis of that act. In any attempt to reduce 
the revenue, let it ecme from what committee it 
might, he apprehended that the principal dificul- 
ty-~and it wonld be one of no small magnitude and 
delicacy—-would be found to arise from the do- 
mestic interests affected, or which may be sup- 
posed to be affected, by the reduction. He had 
no wish to claim this responsible and delicate duty 
for the Committee on Manufactures; he only wish- 
ed io know what the duties of that committee are, 
and whether they had any thing to do with this 
subject. Gn this question he wished to have the 
sense of the Senate, and for that purpose he 
would submit a distinct motion : 

Mr. N. moved, that so much of the President’s 
message as relates to a reduction of protective du- 
tice, and that part which relates to a. tepeal of the 
duties on provisions and fuel, be referred to the 
Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. CALHOUN thought the motion was not in 
order. The part of the President’s message, he 
said, alluded to by the gentleman, was distinctly 
referred vesterday to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr, NILES then moved to modify his motion, 


i and confine it to so much of the President’s mes- 


sage as related to a repeal of the duties on provi- 
sions and fuel. 

Mr. CALHOUN replied. that that was the very 
part of the message which he yesterd.y moved to 
refer He thought that the wording of his motion 
was suffic‘ently plain to include both the reduction 
and repeal of duties. He was aware that whatever 
committee was cherged with the subject, would 
have an arcnous and delicate task to perform; but 


| he thought the Finance Committee more appropri- 


ately fitted for the task than any. other committee 
of thet louse. There were on it two gentlemen 
representing together the entire aggregate interest 
of the northern manafacturers. Fri the next place, 
there was the Senator from Louisiana, (Mr. 
Nisholas,) who represented the greai sugar inte- 
rest of the south; and then there was the Senator 
from Missouri, who represented the lead interest, 
He saw the difficulties to be encountered, and re- 
greited thera; but he still thought. that the Commit- 
tee on Finance was the most appropriate one to 
consider the subject. -His motion, he repeated, 
comprehended. both the reduction and repeal of 
duties. ; f . 

On motion of Mr. EWING of Obio, the motion 
was laid on the table. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order of the day, which was the re- 
solution submitted by Mr. EWING of Obio, to 
rescind the Treasury order, des:gnating the funds 
to be received in payment for the public lands; 
when 

Mr. BENTON reed some documents, which he 
secompanied with a few remarks, in continuation 
of his speech of yesterday, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN rose and addressed. the 
Senate at consi erable length, butin so low a tone 
of voice, as to be almost totally inaudible to the 
reporter in his opening remarks, He was under-" 
stoni to advert to the speech of the honorable 
Senator from Missouri, (Mr Benton,) delivered 
yesterday, and sy that he, (Mr. B.) had taken occa- 
sion then to rebuke gentlemen for the course they 
had thought. proper to take at the last session of 
Congress, in regard tothe. di tribution of the sur- 
plus revenue. For his (Mr. Crittenden) part, 

he was quite willing, in common with others, to 


bear his share of the blame, for the coanection he 
had had with that bill, if any blamecould fairly 
be charged. [le remembered well that the Senate 
appropriated thirty-eight millions of dollars; and 
now it was complained of, because many bills, in- 
volving appropriations, were not then disposed of 
entirely. It was male a subject of greai rebuke 
and..reprehension before the whole community, 
that. Senators did not appropriate much more 
money. He would repeat, that so far as concerned 
himself, he was willing to state in the face. of the 
whole country, the part he took on the occasion al- 
luded to. He felt the proud consciousness of hav- 
ing done his duty, and tock to himself the 
merit of being instrumental in getting a bill 
passed which would be beneficial in its effects 
to. the whole community. So much, then, for that 
subject, The more immediate one for considera- 
tion, was the Treasury order, issued on the 11th 
of July last; and in what he purposed to say, he 
should be as brief as possible. E 
_ The treasury order had been defended with ali 
the geal and all the ability which invariably cha- 
facterised the gentieman (Mr. Benton.) And he 
eaniidly confessed, that he could readily excuse 
the something more than ordinary zeal and fervor 
displayed by the honcrable Senator, He thought 
that by the aid of circumstances, pregnant with 
circumstantial evidence, that he could see the true 
and genuine paternity of this measure, and he 
should dissent from the gentleman as to the mate- 
riality of some things of which he had spoken. 
Mr. C. next adverted to the resolution which 
the Senator from Missouri (Mfr. Bcnton,) submit. 
ted for the consideration of the Senate on the 25th 
of April last, relative to the expediency of passing 
a law, making gold and silver only a tender in pay- 
ment for the public lands. That resolution (con- 
tinued Bir‘ Crittenden) was, on the motion of Mr. 
Ewing, after debate thereon, laid upon the ta- 
ble; and in that inglorious repose it remsin- 
ed. With the general consent of the Senste, 
this measure was permitted to sleep, and reesive 
a sort of silent and most unequivocal go-by. It 
Appeared to him, so far ss he could judge from 
‘what was indicated in the Senate, that it had but 
very few advocates. However, no sooner had the 
Senate adjourned as a body, than this meas sre was 
brought forward, and furaished the materials for 
the Treasury order, to which was annexed a pre- 
‘amble, in which its objects were set furth—that it 
was to protect settlers, &e. and the universal po- 
pular denunciation was mised against squatter 
The resolution, rejected in April, he repeated, 
was made the ground-work of the Treasury order 
induly. Here, then, was an attempt to supply 
legislative authority by Executive authority. The 
gentleman from Missouri called upon the, genius 
and spirit of the country for its support. He 
(Mr. Crittenden) would ask, whether the order in 
“question was in its terms according to the genius 
“and the spirit and constitution ofthe country? Were 
a few individuals to determine questions of policy 
involved in the measure—of its effects upon the 
currency, trade, end commerce of the land—of 
the great questions affucting their constituents, far 
and wide? Were they net questions for Congress, 
and for general legisiation? And here, in the pre- 
gent. instance, it would seem, the Esecutve had 
undertaken the province of doing that which the 
Legislature, in their wisdom, had neglected ta do! 
So, that Senators had heen tardy in doing their 
work, and what they had left undone, the Execu- 
tive was to fulfil! Now, according to the argu- 
ment of the Senator from Missouri, notwithstand- 
ing no legislative action had been had on the sub- 
ject, the President was perfectly justified in issu- 
“ing the order. 
He (Mr. C.) objected not only te what had been 
done, but also to the manner, not concurring with 
© the gentleman in the “how.” He thought that 
; the manner of the proceeding, if not contrary to 
‘the spirit of the constitntion. was certainly con- 
trary to the genus of the people, derogatory to 
ihe legislative authority, their judgment, and their 
ower, 

At the time the Treasury order was issued, was 
there (be asked) avy change in the condition and 
gircumstances of the country? None that he had 
heard of. He objected to the order, and it should 


i 


- whatsoever part of it they may live. 


‘were other objections, infinitely greater than those 

he had named. The first was, to that. partof the 
order in which a discrimination was attempted to 
be made between purchasers of the public lands, 
in respect to receiving payment for them. And, the 
second objection he entertained was, as to the dis- 
crimination between the classes of debtors for pub- 
lic lands and all other public debtors. Here, then, 
was a personal distinction made, predicated upon 
tie place of residence cf the p irchaser. Now, was 
it consistent with the equality, the immunity, and 
the right which guards the people of this Union, in 
The public 
lands, being a common property, how happened 
it, he desired to know, that residents of the State 
of Ilinois, or Ohio, or Indiana, have greater per- 
sonal right or personal pretensions than himself or 
any other Senator? Where was this superior right 
or titie? Where, then, was found the right to de- 
mand payment in the terms of the Treasury or- 
der? No where. But it was said that the dis- 
crimination made here was of a character with 
that which had been made in different acts pro- 
viding by preference for settlers on the public 
lands, and giving them a preference of the 
lands. 

Supposing (ahd certainly he was not disposed 
to contest it) that it be conceded, as the gentle- 
man argued, that Congress had a right to dis- 
crim'nate between seitlers on the public lands, 
yielding them advantages as to the terms of pur- 
chase, &e. how far did he advance to the conclu. 
sion that because Congress had the power to do 
this, the Executive. had the power? From the 
argument that had been advanced, it would seem 
to be assumed that because there existed legis- 
lative power, there must be Executive power also. 

But whoever beard of an Executive fixing the 
price of the public jands? Or, what was equivalent 
to it, decreeing in what currency they should be 
paid for, &e. Mr. ©. knew not in what sense of 
the word this could be regarded as an Executive 
power. He contended that the order wasillegal, and 
heyond the competency and power of the President. 
Upon what principle could a man justify himself 
in saying to a debtor for land, “You must pay me 
in gold and silver;?? and te an importer, ‘You 
shall pay me in paper?” Was. there eguility, 
equity, and justice, in this? He conceived there 
wes not; and he was the more opposed to the dis- 
crimineticn and distinction in this instance, be- 
cause it was prejudicial to the interests of the 
West, and favorable to the Atlantic cities, where 
the commerce is, and the revente arising from the 
customs is collected, and that in a less valuable 
medinm of payment. Wasit just? Was it rght? 

Mr. C. went on to snow what he deemed wenld 
be the consequences and operations of the Trea- 
sury order at the west, if it were continu d longer 
in operation, He maintained, that all the specie 
collected at the Receivers’ offices for lands, would 
necessarily, and as a matter of course, find its way 
back to the north and east, from whence it would 
be again carried back io the west. Specie might, 
and would be, collected at the west, and return 
to the Atlantic seaboard. Jie argued that the 
effects of the order worked injuriously on the 
people of the western States, and said that they 
were indignant on account cf the diserimination 
made between them and people living in other 
parts of the country, He had not entertained the 
idea that the effects of the order would have been 
so severely felt as they have, for he thought there 
would be no great difficulty in transporting spe- 
cie to the west from the great cities of the 
north, by means o the numerous railroads now 
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in operation, But he understaol that there 
was a much hetiet scheme in operation. Sup- 
poring a man in the city of W zgten in- 


tended to go west to purchase land; why, 
before going, he would take a draft to the 
Washington bank, end present #. He would 
then be asked what kind of money he wanted; 
whether specie or not. “Oh, yes, 1 want specie,” 
Then, a little keg is taken out, and wheeled from 
the bank to the Treasury. This fact, he, (Mr. Quit- 
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tenden,) bad been- informed by -a gen 
whose word he-could rely. wth the-utmos 
dence. — Well, this little keg “fh 
quently backwards and forwards;on, the sa 
‘rand, that it had become. the ridicule of the; 
ple in the Treasury Department. -Tt had been 
rolled toand fro so often, a distance of sixty. yatda, 
that upon a calculation ‘at the Treasury, it had tra- 
yelled eleven hundred and ‘odd miles. 
Mr. Ç. observed, that he ‘did hot fee : 
competent to decide what had produced the.pe- ` 
cunilary difficulties, said to exist in the commercial ` 
parts of the country. Whether or not, they were 
attributable to the Treasury order, he could not 
say; but it was certainly true, that throughout. a 
great portion of the west, the consequences were 
attributed to the decument in question. . The gen. 
tleman from Missouri supposed.it had not produce 
ed the effects; then he, (Mr. C.) would ask what 
had? He wished to know what were the.eftects 
it had produced. Had the order. increased the 
amount of specie in the country? Had. it increas: 
ed the quantity inc reulation. If it had not been 
productive of the evil attributed to it, where was, 
the good that had accrued? That good, he would 
say, remained undiscovered. Pe eases 
Mr. C contended that no matter how- often, or, 
in what manner, money was removed fromthe, 
places whence it was derived in the course-of.busi-, 
ness, it would always return to them, and. there 
fore it was only to. embarrass the people. of, the. 
west by throwing specie among them.. An artifi-, 
cial course might be given to money, but no geod 
could grow out of it; and none could be deluded, 
by the order. TE 
But (said Mr. C.) it was the distribution bill, 
according to the gentleman, which had furnished 
the basis for all these evils; though he had no doubt 
but that in the manner of executing it these evils 
had been greatly aggravated, He had ng doubt 
but that it was pertectly in the power of the offi-. 
cers of the Government so to have distributed this, 
money, under the deposite law of the last session, 
as to have avoided ail derangement, and to have’ 
given a permament prosperity, instea t of a tempo- 
rary pressure, on the pecuniary affairs of: the 
country. But all these considerations ‘tad been. 
left out of view; and they had underiaken, dike 
common’ porters or common carriers, to “trans-: 
port money across the country for no good 
purpose whatever. We, in Kentucky, (said Mr. 
C.)-had rather, by forty or fifty thousand dollars, 
that they had given vs our portion of two millions 
in New York, because we would have’ sold itin’ 
Kentucky, and received the money for it there, 
with a premium of one or two per cent. the State 
wou'd have gained by this mode of distribution, 
the country would have been made prosperous by 
it, and no complaint of pressure or embarrass- 
ment would have been heard. But, -instead of 
this salutary operation, one mischievous:and ‘dan- 
gerous has been followed: The gentleman spoke 
much of a panic. A little starveling panic had 
had the honer ef dying by the hand of an henora- 
bie Senator. Was this all the comfort that’ was, 
to be given to a complaining commercial commu- 
nity. There were other gentlemen on that floor’ 


=. g : 
who understood that part of the. subject better 


than he did, and to them he committed it; But if 
there was any truth in what he had heard, there 
was an extraordinary pressure pervading the whole 
commercial community from Boston to New Or- 
leans. What had caused this pressure? ~ Was it 
your little starveling panic that had done all-this, 
or was it the Treasury order? The gentleman 
loved the Treasury order well, but the pressure 
produced by it was to be called a panic. : 
Allis well, eries the gentleman, the country is 
happy and prosperous; there was nothing ‘but a 
ttle panic to complain of. Now ‘this term panio 
had furnished its ful contribution fo many a pen: 
derous and patriotic speech; it had pointed, many 
a sentenco, and had been fo ndquite useful when 
argument was wanting Whi n distress pervades 
the whele country, and no remedy can be found, 
then the easy and compendious mode of relief is, to 
cry “panic,” “panic,” and by this sort of Senato- 
rial remedy the country is to he satisfied, Does 
your statesmanship (said Mr. C.) go no further 
than this? When enffering comes, will you silencg 


the Voice of complaint by crying “panic, panic,” 
that this panic has been gotten up by the artifice 
‘of the enemies of General Jackson. I know, said 
Mr. €; that you cannot consider yourself’ as hav: 
in 
limit: your duties to the exercise of your jungs in 
crying “panic, panic.” The gentleman enlarged 
on the insecurity of the notes furnished by these 
oné thousand banks, and contended thatthe Trea- 


sury order had had the effectto restrain their issues. | 


To this worthless currency the gentleman was op- 
posed, ánd (said Mr, C.) so are we all. But the gen: 
teman: supposed that they were not ail so. Fe 
suppdsed ‘that there was a party in this crun- 
try, ‘whose . origin -he traced with the skilj 
of a political genealogist. up to the days of 
Alexander Hamilton, that hated gold and silver, 
and ‘loved a paper currency. I assure the gentle- 
man, (said Mr, C. } that Tam not one of those who 
hate gold'and silver. These “rascal counters” | 
have a great affection for. The gentleman had 
done his political opponents great injustica, for the 
haters of gold and silver weve a elass of roliticians 
Hot to befound: Mr. C. here took p, review of 
the course of the two parties opposed to each 
other on the question of rechartering the Bank of 
the United States, and conteyded that those in fa- 
vor ‘of the charter were the real friends of gold and 
silver, because their ohject was to sustain an insti- 
tution having a currency based on specie, and pos- 
Seanng the power to restrain the excessive issues 
of the spurious and unsound currency of which 
the gentleman from M'ssouricomplained. On the 
other hand, he contended that those who. had suc- 
cessfully opposed the recharter of the bank were 


to be justly chargeable with all the evils which had ` 


resulted: from: the excessive increase of bank paper 
in the absence of that salutary restraining power; 


and he said that all the predictions of the friends of | 


the bank, in relation to the alarming increase of 
irresponsible banks, had been more than accom- 
plished. - 


The President (said Mr. C.) thought the order 
waa ight, and therefore Congress must think so. 
Now, he was sure this was logic which Senators 
would not believe in. If the executive head of 
a Government were blind, then, as a matter of 
course, according tothe argament which had been 
adyanced,. so were the legislators of a country. 
He was sure that this was a doctrine in which Sen- 
ators could not believe. With regard to gold and 
silvery about which so much had been ‘said, he 
would merely say, for the satisfaction of the Sen- 
ator-from Missouri, that he agreed with him toa 
great-extent; and gladly would he assist him in 
correcting many of the evils of which he com- 
plained, as connected with the circulation of bank 
paper; but he (Mr. C.) feared that. the evil was 
beyond, their reach, as they had no control over 
the States whicl. issued so much papers and what- 
ever arguments might be made here, or else- 
where, against the present system of banking, 
would ayailnothing. As we have now to bank- 
ing system, the national bank being put down, 
the :country must be considered as itis. Now, if 
the ‘Lreasury order was issued to correct the evils 
arrising from the defective state of the currency, 
andit liad not had the desired effect, but, on the 
contrary, to derange it the more, wouk 
orejusts ste. continue the order in fe 
should: oppose it, because it was only = 
increase the. disorder. of the currency, Ti 
to remedy ite: ~~: 

Mr. ©. concluded: by.saying, that. he 
occasion for using the language which thie ce 
min fiom Missouri had. done, indicative "ok the 
gratitude and thanks that were due te the Exec. 
tive for the course he had adopted ia causing the 
order to be issued. He (Mr. C.) was willig to: 
respect the Executive in proportion to the fidelity 
and wisdom he had shown in the discharge of his 
duty, but there was no necessity for treating him 
as a sort of dem'-god. : p 
: The gentleman from Missouri hal co'claded 
his able and elaborate argument with an expres- 
sion of his regret that he could not bring te his aid 
more talent and genius in defence of the Treisury 

order. at 


{Here Mr, Benrow said, “No, no! not s0] 


ae 


‘performed your duty to your country, if you | 


| 


CONGRESSION 


` After making two o three further observations, 
not distinctly heard; Mr, C. resumed his seat. 

` -Mt BENTON ‘explained that-what he said was, 
that there was a deplorable want of genius in the 
second page which was attempted to be got up; 
that it ws% nothing but a copy of the old one; not 
becaur’e the thing was done, but because of the 


AL GLOBE. 


“meinner? in which it had been done. He come. 


plained that the structure of this drama was pro- 
cisely the same as the old one. The author of it 
in Philadelphia had not had genius enough to vary 
the incidénts; it was only a servile copy of the old 
drama—a little panié to be got up now on account 
of the Treasury order! and the language that was 
now used was precisely that of 1834: that the 
repeal of the Treasury order’ would restore confi- 
dence to the country in twenty-four heurs, and re- 
lief in twenty-four days. Exactly the language 
that was made use of in 1934, with respect to the 
removal of the deposites. - 

Mr. CRITTENDEN received the explanation as 
satisfactory; he had misunderstood the gentleman, 

And then, on motion of Mr. WEBSTER, 

The Senste adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tursvay, December 20, 1836. 

The SPEAKER, on leave, presented the follow- 
ing executive communications: 

1. A communication from the First Comptroller 
of the Treasury, transmitting a statement of the 
names of such. officers as have not rendered their 
accounts within the year, or have balances unac- 
coutited for in the year preceding the 30th of Sep- 
tember, 1836. Also, a statement of the balances 
remaining unsettled in the office of the ‘Third 
Auditor of the Treasury prior to the S0th of Sep- 
tember last; which, on motion of Mr. WHITTLE. 
SEY, was ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. f 

2. A communication from the Secretary 
‘Treasury, transmitting a report from the T 
Fnstitute of Philadelphia on the subject of the 
plosion of steam boilers; which, on motion of Mr. 
HANNEGAN, was, with the acompanying docu- 
meats, referred to the select committee on that 
sybject. ` 

On motion of Mr. WRIT'TLESEY of Obio, the 
rules were suspended for the purpose, and the 
bill to provide for the payment for horses and 
other property lost aud destroyed in the military 
service of the United States, was teken up ca iis 
third reading. 

Mr. MANN of New York, wished to inquire if 
the jprovisions of this bill were intended to cover 
all property lost from the declaration of indepen- 
dence down to the present time, Jt was not un- 
known to the House thata large number of claims 
had heretofore been presented at the preper De- 
partment, which could not be passed becassa of 
the want of proper evidence in the case. He de 
sired to know whether, by the provisions of this 
bill, all. those old claims which bad been rejceted 
by the Third Auditor would again be revived. 
He doubted not but the principle of the bill: 
be correct. but if the provisions of it were 
specific, he must vote egainst it, 

Me. WHITTLESEY. of { 


when the bill was reported byt 


ary 


d that 
t of 


he year 1822, Tow 
thatthe gentleman f 
moved an amef 
ie, which ex the prov 
3z fo the year. 1819; wh 
od to in committee, and subse 
G in by the House. As to the ether inquiry of 
the gentletaan, he had only to say that it was not 
designed by the Committee of Clisims, that any 
of the cases alluded to by him should be revived. 

Mr. MANN observed, that since he had heard 
the explanation of the gentleman from Ohio, he 
was satisfied that the bili would not embrace the 
old. claims he had alluded to; therefore he was 
willing. to yield it his entire support. 

The. bili was then read the third time and passed. 

~- WEST POINT ACADEMY, : 
_ Mr. PEARGE-of Rhode Island, moved a recon 
sideration of the yote of yesterday, laying on the 
i 7 a w 


went in Com 


v 


AE A C E OO T ETE 


Fake Ar ingeneem erene 


| stationed in the 
| increase of compensation J 


‘ll table the following resolution reported by Mr. 


Hannreax, from the Select Committee on the 
West Point Academy: k ; 

Resolved, ‘That the Select Committee appointed 
to investigate the affairs of the West Point Acade- 
my, be authorized, by themselves, or a sub-com- 
mittee, to visit the Academy, for the purposes 
mentioned in the resolution under which they were 
appointed. 

The motion lies over. 

NORTHWEST INDIANS. 

Mr. BELL also moved a reconsideration of the 
vote of the House on yesterday, rejecting the fol- 
lowing resolution, submitted by Mr. JONES of 
Wisconsin: : 4 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
he instructed to inquire into the expediency of ap- 
propriating money for holding treaties with, and. 
the purchase of t e lands belonging to, the Sacs, 
Fox, Sioux, and Winnebago Indians, in Wisconsin 
Territory, and lo provide for their removal west of 
the Mississippi river. , S 

This motion also lies over. 

Petitious and memorials were presented by 
Messrs. CHAPIN, BOCKEE, McKEON, CHILDS, 
CAMBRELENG, MANN, RUSSELL, DOUBLE- 
DAY. SEYMOUR, HAZELTINE, LAY, and 

GIDEON LEE of New York. : 

{Mr. Seymour presented a memorial of Charles 
Leet, praying for the passage of an act, authorizing 
the granting of a patent to him for two certain 
quarter sections of land, in the Territory of Wis- 
consin, and purchased by him of. the original ocs 
pant] = ; ; 

[Mr. McKeon presented the petitions of inhabi- 
tants of the city of New York, praying for a re- 
peal of the duty on coal; also, of Blii Darling of 
Brooklya, praying for relef; of P. Green, pray- 
ing compensation for Injury received while defend- 
ing United States mail; ofimporters of New York, 
praving for repeal of daty ondiamoads.} | 

[Mr. Guzen Lun presented the petition of 
Hannah Hoyt, widow of Samuel Hoyt, of the re- 
yolutionary army, praying for a pension. 

Also, the petition of Nathaniel Holmes, of the- 
revolutionary army, praying for a pension and for 
bounty lind. J 

[3r. Russzzr presented a memorial from the 
commandants of steamboats and vessels and others: 
i ted in the navigation ef Lake Champlain, 


| praying an appropriation to improve and extend 


the harber at White Hall, in the State of New 
York; which, on motion of Mr. R. was referred to 
the Cemmiltee ea Commerce. 

Mr. R. also presented the memorial of David 
Carmeli, a soldier in the revolution, praying an al- 
lowance. of a pension intermediate the original 
presentation of his claim, and its final allowance] 
Ez [Mr. Crary moved that the petition cf Wil- 
lam Wickham, asking remuneration for property 
cd: sirayed by the enemy during the Jate war, be 
taken from the files of the House and referred to 
the Committee on Claims; agreed to. 

ivr. Ginnon Lez subsequently presented the 
petition of George Adams, for commutation pay.] 

Messis. PARKER and SCHENCK, of New 


SON, INGERSOLL, WAGENER, 
DENNY, POTTS, and SUTHER- 
sof Pennsylvama. 

feasts. TURNER, 
McRIM, JENIFER, 


Mary 


PEARCE, HOWARD, 
and WASHINGTON, of 


Messrs: ROBERTSON, BOULDIN,GARLAND, 
JOHNSON, LOYALL, LUCAS, JONES, WISS, 
MORGAN, and TALLIAFERRO cf Virginia. 

[Mr Lorain presented the petition of Henri- 
etta Morht, widow of Henry Morfit, praying for 
a pension; petition of commanders of light vessels 


Fall 


Chesapcake bay, praying for an 


Messrs. MONTGOMERY, A. H, SHEPPERD, 
and W. B. SHEPARD of North Carolina. 

[Among the petitions, was one presented by Mr. 
W. B. parp from certain ciizens of North 
Carolina on the subject. of the surplus revenue, 
and intimatirg his intention to address the House 
on the subject of its contents, it waa ordered to 


Hig over, under the rule.} 


‘dlishment of a navy 


OOOO OO ana : 


„Messrs. PINCKNEY and THOMPSON of South 


Carolina. 


(Mr. Pixcxwer presented a memorial, very nu- 
merously signed, of the merchants and mechanics 
of Charleston, South Carolina, praying the esta- 
yard and dry dock at that 
place. : cor 

On motion of Mr. P. the memorial was read, laid 


‘be printed.] 

Messrs. HAYNES, OWENS, CLEVELAND, 
and GLASCOCK of Georgia. 

[Mr. Grascocx presented the petition of John 
Riley, of Augusta, Ga. praying compensation for 


`- losses during the Creek war; and the petition of 
. H. H. Tarver, for losses during the Florida war— 


referred to the Committee of Claims; and also the 
petition of Wm. J. Tarver, on the culture of silk 


_ooreferred to the Committee on Agricuiture.] 


(Mr. Cuzvetann presented the petition of Wil- 
liam York, of Georgia, praying fo be placed on 
the pension roll; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions: Also, the peti- 
tion of James Wocd, praying compensation for re- 
volutionary services.eadered by Edward Wood: 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims: Also, presented a memorial of Ma- 
thew St. Clair Clarke, agent for and on behalf of 
the State of Georgia, praying to. be paid the 
amount of a final seitlement certificate issued by 
John Pierce, Paymaster General and Commission. 
er of Army Accounts, on the t8th May, 1785, to 
the State of Georgia, for $123,283 70, for pay- 
ments made by that State to her officers of the re- 
volutionary army of continental establishment for 
the commutation of their half pay, and for’ other 
pay due said officers, 
on now due.] 

(Mr. Haynes presented the petition of John 
‘McKinne, asking compensation for securing a cer- 


. tain debt due to the United States.) 


Messrs. R. M. JOHNSON, HARLAN, CHAM. 
BERS, FRENCH, CALHOON, UNDERWOOD, 
and WILLIAMS, of Kentucky. 

[Mr. Hansan presented the petition of Mary 
O'Bannon, asking compensation for the services of 
her husband in the war of the vevolution; which 
was referred to the Coinmittee on Revolutionary. 
Claims. Also, the petition of James Chenoweth and 
others, heirs of Richard Chenoweth, deceased, for 
compensation in building a fort at the fills of Ohio, 
in 1781;, which was referred to the same com- 
miltee.J 
. On motion of Mr. HARLAN, the petition and 
papers in the case of Thomis Burford, on file, be 
again referred to the Committee of Claims. 
‘Messrs. DUNLAP, SHIELDS, CARTER, 


HUNTSMAN, and the SPEAKER, of Tennes- | 


Bee. 

E [Mr. Sarzxys moved that the papers in the case 
of Major Wiliam Smith, of Tennessee, now on 
file among the papers of this House, in which he 
prays an increase of pension for revolutionary 
services, be again referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. ]- 

“Messrs. WHITTLESEY, SLOANE, THOM- 
SON, JONES, PATTERSON, STORER, BOND, 
MASON, SPANGLER, HOWELL, and Moce- 
LENE, of .Ohio. 

{Mr. Parrensow presented a petition praying 
for a beacon light on Cedar Point, at Sandusky 
bay, which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce: i 

Also, petitions for the improvement of the bar- 
bor of Huron run, and for the improvement of 
Sandusky bay. Also, for the improvement of the 
mouth of Sandusky river; and for the improve- 
ment of the harbor of Port Clinton, on Portage ri- 


t 


"on the table, and ordered, with the signatures, to | 


togetber with interest there- || 


vèr; all of which were referred to the Commitice | 


on Commerce. 

He also presented the petition of John 
which was referred to the Commitiee on 
Pensions. 


Morrel, 
Laval 


and 


Also, the petition of Joseph Wilson, for services | 


during the war with the Indians, subsequent to the 
Revolution; referred to the Committee of Claims. 


Also, a petition for a post route from Fiflu te | 


Risdon, in the State of Ohio. : 
' Also, a petition for a post route from Mansfield, 
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in Richland county, to Greenwich, in Huron coun- 
: ty, Ohio] as eins ; 
; , Messrs. GARLAND and JOHNSON, of Lou- 
isiana. ; f ; 


| diana . 
Mr. CLAIBORNE of Mississippi. 

[Mr. Crarsorse of Mississippi presented the 
petition of Robert Robson and son, of Tallahatchie, 
Mississippi,praying fora pre-emption under peculiar 
circumstances; which he asked leave to refer to the 
Committee on Public Lands. - í 

ers CASEY, MAY, and REYNOLDS of 
IHinois. 


f Mr. Mav presented the petition of the Rev. Phi- 


lander Chase, asking for a donation of land to aid 
i bim in founding-a college. 
| Also, the petition of a number of citizens 
| Hancock county, praying for the establisianent 
a post route from Pittsfield via Columbus 
tonand Carthage, Iincis, to Burlingion, in ihe 
Territory of Wisconsin.) 
[>r Caser presented the petition of sundry ci- 

i tizens of Lawrence county, in the State of Llincis, 
praying that a certain township of land lying part- 
| lv in that county, and heretofore reported as a 
| drowned township, may bé surveyed and brought 
into market, and that the right of pre-emption be 
granted io the settlers thereon; which, on his mo- 
tion, was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands,] : 

Messrs. LAWLER, LEWIS, MARTIN, LYON, 
and CHAPMAN, of Alabama. 

Messrs. HARRISON and ASHLEY of Missouri. 

Mr. WHITE of Florida. 

Mr, JONES of Wisconsin. 

Gn motion of Mr. PARKER, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee cn Commerce be 
instructed to inguire into the expediency of erect- 
ing a light heus: or beacon on Robin’s rech in the 
bay of New York. 

On moten of Mr. TURNER, it was 

Hiesolved, 'That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instracted to inquire into the propriety 
of allowing to the heirs of Edward Pannell, the 
amount due on a-certificate signed by Lord Berk- 
ley, Assistant Depnty tuartermaster General of 
the Army ef the United States in the war of- the 
Revolution; his papers now on the files of the 
Rouse. 
On 


Hous- 


r 


g a post route from Bry- 
rland rosd, in Fayette county, 
Pa. to Brandonyile, in the State of Virginia. 

Mr. MCKEN NAN submitted the following reso- 
lution, which was agreed to: 
| Rescleed, Phat tne Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inqnire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Ram- 
say’s ford, in Alleghany county, through Cecil 
township, to Hickory, in Washington county, Pa. 

Mr. HIESTER submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of freeing from postage all letters and 
communications carried by the mais, relating to 
the common schools and the common school sys- 

the different States. . 
tion of Mr, SEYMOUR, it was 
£ i, Fhai the Committee on Revolutionary 
| Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi: 
i ency of restoring to the pension list the names of 
i n and WWilham Andrews, of the State of 
oldiers of the revolution. — 
ion of Mr, PIERSON, it was 
‘That the Committee on Revolutionary 
ructed to inguire into the expedi- 
| ensy of pa a iaw allowing to the heirs-at-law 
and legal representatives of Hagh Means, deseas- 
ed, an ensign in the war of the revolution, the 
| amount of commutation pay due to said Ensign 
Huh Means, deceased. 

On motion of Mr. HARPER, it was 

fesuived, That a committee of five be appointed 
in inguire what foss bas been sustained by the de 
straction of the Patent Office by the late fire; 


al 
Whe 


a 


On met 
nr 


e 


Lz: 


Messrs, DAVIS, GARR, and McCARTY, of In- 


— lees 


| what measures are necessary to restore the records, ! 


‘which they were then referred, : 


drawings, and moels,'and (for their safe-keeping 
in future; and that they -have leave: to-report by 
bill or otherwise, pega gi tae R] 
On motion ef Mr. CLAIBORNE, of Mississippi, 
Resolved, That the. Committee én: } j 
Lands be instructed to inquire into:the é 
ey of. allowing.all such. persons as wére-actually: 
residing on, or cultivating any portion of, the pub- 
lie land, and. who were prevented from obtaining 
their pre-emptions ander the act of :1834,and pre- 
viously, by- a failure or delays: in-surveying the 
public lands, :a-rightto enter one quarter, section, 
to include their residence or improvements; or 
where such lands-have been subsequently floated 
upon orscld, aright to enter one quarter.section, 
and one additional eighth, as a compensation for 
“eir improvements, to be located in theiame dis- 
trict where vach improvements or residence, may 
nave been had. a Hanes 
On motion of Mr. ASHLEY, it was 
Kescleed, That the Committee on Private Land 


Clas be insiructed to inquire into the expedien- 


cy of so amending the act of the last session of 
Congress, for the relief-of the heirs. of “Thomas 
Riddick, as to confine the confirmation of the tract 
of land therein mentioned tothe section orginally 
located and claimed by the said Riddick, and-upon 
which his improvements were made. Cu oii 
On motion of Mr. TALIAFERRO, it was’; 
Resolved, That the Commit ee’ on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into.the propriety: . 
of allowing to the heirs of the widow of Captain 
John Spotswood the seven years’ half pay provided 
by law for such officers of the revolutionary arty 
as should die by reason of wounds received: in 
battle. : “oss Buea 
On motion of Mr. DAVIS, it was : 
Resolved, ‘Vhat the Committee of Claims bë ins 
structed to inquire into the expediency-of making 
an allowance to Elijah Milan for a horse lost in the 
service of the United States. : any 
On motion of Mr. MAY, it was ane Sa Dek: 
Resolved, That the petitions now upon the files 
of the House, presented by him at the last session, 
from the 3d Congressional district in the State o 
Ilinois, be recommitted to the same. committee ‘ta 


On motion of Mr. WHITE of Florida, it was: 
Resolved, That the. Committee’ on ‘Roads pnd 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation for opening a steam- 
boat canal from the Mississippi river to Pensacola 
Bay. . ; ee 
Si mo'ion of Mr. WHITE of Florida, it was’, . 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce. be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of. esta- 
blishing a new collection district at St, Josepha, 
and cf ereeting a light house at Cape St. Blas; near 
the entrance to St. Josephs Bay. ; 
Onmotion of Mr. JENIFER, it was ; Í 
Resolved, That the memorials and accompany- 
ing papers from citizens of Prince Georges coun- 
ty, Marj land, and of the District ‘of Columbia, 
praying that the bridges across’ the “Eastern 
Branch of the Potomac river, be made’ free of 
toll; also similar memorials praying ‘that the 
turnpike road within the District line be made 
free of toll, be withdrawn from the files of the 
House, and referred ty the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. i 
Oa motion of Mr. HARLAN, 0 
Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of paying 
to Samuel G. Tillett, of Kentucky, the ameunt of. 
a draft drawn by William Stirman as a teacher of 
the Chectaw Indians west of the Mississippi river. 
On motion of Mr. DOUBLEDAY, it was." 
fesoived, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instrueted to inquire into the expediency 
of granting arrears of pension to John Ellis of the 
county of Cayuga and State of New York. 
das. HENDERSON submitted the following re- 
solfion, which, by the rule lies over one day. 
Resolved, That 5,000 copies of the Senate docn- 
ment No. 333, entitled Report ofa Geological Re-: 
connoisance wade in 1855, from the seat of Qo- 
vernme:t, by the way of Green Bay and the Wis. 
consin Territory, to the Coteau De Prairie, by G. 
W. Featherstonhaugh, United States Geologist, 


‘be ‘printed for the use of the members of this’ 
House. R 
On motion of Mr. MORGAN, it was f 
Résoled, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the proprie- 
ty of -granting a pension to James Jack, of Tyler 
. coünty, Virginia. i 
On motion of Mr. HUNTSMAN, it was , 
CAiResölved,. hat the Judiciary Committee be: in- 
“structed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
biishing: a district federal “court at Jackson, in 
“the western district of Tennessee, to be holden by 
othe Tistet judge for the said State, 
‘On motion o 
“it was : ; e 
Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of paying 
to Col. Joseph Brown the balance claimed by him 
to be due for the property lost in the Seminole 
campaign by the following persons, to wit: Hugh 
McBride, Hugh Long, James Taylor, John Fussell, 
David Ridge, Isaac Patterson, Jacob Ellison, John 
Stephens, and Samuel Walker, and transferred by 
them to the said Joseph Brown, and now on file in 
‘the Third Auditor’s Office. 
On motion of Mr. LOYALL, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be m- 
structed to inquire into the equity and expediencyof 
allowing to the only surviving heir orlegal represen- 
tative of the late John K. Latimer, compensation for 
the destruction by- the British ships, lying in Lyn- 
chaven’bay, of the schooner Comet, whilst employ- 
ed in transporting the United: States mail from 
-Hampton to. Norfolk, during the late war with 
Great Britain. 
On motion of Mr. GARLAND of Va. it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post OMse 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into thè ex- 
pediency of authorizing the Postmaster General to 


pay to Elisha Jackson of Virginia, the amount of” 


three drafts drawn on the 29th day ef December, 
1834, by William Smith Sewsll, late mail contrac- 
tor, in favor of said Jackson, one for $237, paya- 
blethe Ist day of August, 1835, another for $237, 
payable onthe Ist of November, 1835, and another 
for $239, payable the ist day of February, 1836; 
which were duly accepted by the Treasurer of the 
Department, and have been protested for non-pay- 
ment. 
On mation of Mr. GRAHAM, it was 
_ Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of causing single gold dollars to be made at the 
_ Mints of the United States. 
On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
` Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency ‘of restoring’ the names of John Davis end 
John Cottriel of the State of Virginia, on the pen- 
sion list. 
‘| On motion of Mr, HOLSEY, it. was 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a port cf entry at the cty of Macon, in 
Georgia, | ` 
On Motion of Mr. S. WILLIAMS of Ky. it was 
Resolved, That the Commirtée on R volutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the proprie'y 
of passing a law reinstating Solomon Preisett as a 
pensioner. . 
: On mction of Mr. THOMPSON of South Caro- 
lina, it was i 
Resolved, That the Committee onthe Post Office 
end Post Roads be directed to inquire into the 
expediency of extending the. post. route - fron 
Slantersville to Sherman’s Store, in tke St:te of 
South Carolina. : ; = 
i ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN. 
In execution of the order adopted on yesterday, 


the House procceded to ballot for the election of a 


Chaplain for the House for the present session. 

Mr. LEONARD nominated the Rev. O. ©. Com: 
stock. : 

Mr. TALIAFEQRO nominated the Rer, Henry 
Slicer, 0007 : 

Mr. KENNON nominated the Rev. Elias Harri- 
son, ? 

Mr. LANE nominated the Rev. Thoma 
hak t 2 Re humas B, 


Mr. C. JOHNSON of Tennessee, | 
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“Mr. GALBRAITH nominated the Rev. N. R. 
Snowden. 


Mr. ASHLEY nominated the Rev. Mason No- 


ble, : 
Mr, BOCKEE nominated the Rev. J. L. Elliott. 
The result of the ballots was as follows: 

a Aste 24, 3d. 
Comstock - 72 ` 93. 103 
Slicer - : 32 64 89 
Noble - 7 26 16 >- 4 
Elliott . -` - 10 2 
Balch - - 11 7 
Snowden - - 14 R 
Harrison - ~ 18 5 
Scattering - - ‘a 4 
Blanks > ~- 6 5 
Whole nimber. - 196 199 205 
Necessary to a choice 99 109. 102 


So the Rev. Oriver C. Comsteca, having re- 
ceived a majority of ali the votes, was duly elected 
Chaplain to the House. 

On motion, 

The House then adjourned. 


Serecr Commitrre.—The following gentlemen 
were appointed a Select Committee to examine 
into the cauces of accidents on board of steam 
vessels navigating the waters of the United States: 

Mr. HANNEGAN of Indiana. 

HARDIN. of Kentucky. 
HOLSEY of Georgia. 
THOMPSON of South Carolina, 
GILLET of New York. 
BORDEN of Massachusetts. 
JOHNSON of Tennessee. 
GARLAND of Louisiana. 
SPANGLER of Ohio. 

IN SENATE, 
Werogespay, December 2}, 1836. 


Mr. RUGGLES presented the credentials of the 
the Hon. Junaa Dawa, elected a Senator from the 
State of Maine, to supply the vacancy occasioned 
by the resignation of the Hon. Erren Suzriry; 
after which, the oath to support the constitution 
of the United States was administered to Mr. Dana 
by the Vice President. and he took his seat. 

A message was received from the President cf 
the United States, transmittinga report from the 
Postmaster General, on the subject of the late-de- 
struction of the Post Office by fire, and recom- 
mending, the passage of such laws and apprenria- 
tionsas may be necessary to provide a safe and 
permanent deposite for the records and papers of 
the department. : 

On motion of Mr. ROBINSON, 

The message and documents were referred to 
the Committee on the Pest Office and Post Roads. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
Treasury Department, in reply to the resolution of 
the Senate of the 20th inst. on the subject of the 
statements of the deposite banks. Laid on the tae 
ble. 

‘The CHAIR also communicated a report from 
the War Department, giving the information cail- 
ed for by the resolution of the Senate. of the 14th 
April last. . 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, 

The petition and papers of the administrator of 
Michael Hogan, on the files of the last session, 
were again referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Petitions were presented. by Messrs. SEVIER, 
KENT, TOMLINSON, and WALL. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported, without amendment, the bill 
for the relief of Williaa East. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the same committee, re- 
ported, without amendment, the bill for the relief 
of Samuel Miller. - 

A message was received from the House of Re- 


Presentetives by Mr. Franxzin, their Clerk, sta- 


ting that in pursuance of the joint resolutioa for 
the appointment of two Chaplains for Congress: of 
different religious. denominations, the House had 
elected on their part the Rey. Oliver C. Comstock 
of the Baptist persuasion. ? 
Mr. BENTON submitted the followiag reasli- 


tion, which lies on the table one day: 


Resolved, That the Secretary uf the Treasury be 
directed to inform the Senate what montin gold 
and silyer has been received at each of the land 
offices since the Treasury order of July Lith took 
effect; also, to inform the Senate of the amount cf 
receipts or certificates given by the Treasurer of 
the United States for payments to him on account 
‘of publie lands, and the amount and date of each 
certificate or receipt, and the name of the payer. 

Mr. WALL submitted the followicg resolu- 
tion, which lies on the table cne day: Aah 

Resolved, That the Library Committee be in. 
structed to inquire whether it be practicable, from 
the books now in the possession of Congress, to 
furnish each ofthe committee rsoms.of the Senate 
with a complete copy of the laws of the United 
States, the Journals of hoth Houses, the docu- 
ments, reports, and other papers and compilations 
and digests published under the authoriy, and at 
the expense of Congress, and ifnot, to inquire and 
report what will be the expense of furnishing 
them. 

Mr. WRIGHT submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to transmit to the Senate at the earliest 
convenient day, an abstract from the returns of the 
State banks on file in his office, showing, Ist. 
The amount of discounts; 2d. ‘The amount of pub- 
lic deposites; 34. The amount of specie; 4th. The 
amount of bills or notes in circulation of each of 
those banks making returns to the department, as 
shown by each return received frem the first day 
of July last 10 the present time. 

Mr. CALHOUN, in pursuance of notice given 
asked leave to introduce a bill to extend the pro- 
visions of certain sections of the deposite act of 
23d June, 1836, to the money that may be in the 
‘Treasury on the Ist of January, 18356. 

Mr. C, said that he would take that opportunity 
of expressing it as his opinion, that there would 
be a considerable serpius ai the end of the year, 
allowing for ample appropriations te meet the 
wants of the Government, He was not prepared 
to say cxacily what the’ amoant would be. The 


t annual report of the. Secretary of the Treasury 


had been liid on his desk, but he had not had time 
to lock into it. However, he had so far satisfied 
himself of the fact generally as to be able to say, 
that at the end of the ensuing yew, after making 
provision for liberal sppropriations, as he had be- 
fore stated, there would be Httle short of eight 
millions, perhaps. nearly twice that amount, of 
surplus money in the Treasury. He was aware 
that the Secretary of the Treasury took a very 


| different view of the subject, but he (Mr. ©.) felt 


that there was but little hazard in saying that the 
Secretary was mistaken, He was aware that, for- 
mery, such assertions had been mde without 
giving to the subject a proper examination. He 
knew that-so uncertain, so conjectural, so erro» 
neous, had been the reports from the Trea» 
sury Department for the lst two or three 
years, that he hazarded little m making the 
assertion that the Secretary was mistaken in his 
calculation, That he might not be thought to do 
injustice to the Secretary, he would state what 
were the two estimates of receipts made by that 
officer the preceding year, and also what are the 
estimates for this year. [Here Mr. C. read vae 
rious estimates of receipts and expenditures of 
the Government for the last two years, and com- 
mented on the calculations made by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, as to the prob:ble amount of the 
balances Gr surpluses that would remain over all 
the expenditures. Ha contended that the Secre- 
tary had committed some of the most monstrous 
and extravagant errors, in calculation, that could 
‘be found any where. He said thisin no spirit of 
unkindness, but with mort.fication.] ; 

Well, (continued Mr. C.) the Secretary had pro- 
fited in some degree by what was said last year, and 
is now nearer the truthin his calculations, but is 
still far from it. He had ventured to give his epin- 
ion, that there was a probability thata part ofthe 
money which was paid to some of the States, 
to the amount ef two or three millions, will have to 
be refunded. Now, a word upon that point. He 
even throws ont that idea upon an income of 


iis 


twenty-four millions of dollars. He (Mr, Cal- 
‘ houn) should like to s2e-an Administration and 

Seoretary of the Treasury demanding of the States 
~to refund a part of the surplus. No; there would 
be no guch demand. And he would go further, 
and say that that Administration must be wanting 
in foresight, prudence, and economy, should it 


. ever ask for the money, except in the event of a 
‘war. 


He conceived it desirable.to avoid resorting 
= to taxes in such a contingency. Those who were 
“here in 1812, could testify to the disadvan- 
tages and inconvenience under which. the country 
then labored on account of the want of funds, and 
-would not fail to. perceive what advantages 
` there were in having this money toresort to, in 
the event of a foreign war. Assuming, then, that 
| there would be a surplus of eight miltions of dal- 
: Jars at the close of the next year, the question re- 
z curred, what was to be done with it? It was not 
his intention to argue the question at this time, as 
it would open the full merits of the question, and 
would be premature, at this particular juncture. 
He proposed to take a more limited view, and to 
say what he conceived to be the point, the real 
issue, as the facts now stood. He contended that 
there would be an unavoidable surplus in the Trea- 
suty; that it ought not to be left there, nor in the 
wi deposite banks; and that it ought to be deposited 
with the States, not only asthe safer placa, but as 
the most just depository, that they may have the 
- use of the money, instead of the deposite banks. 
: Let it be remembered, that that was the great 
principle which laid the fonndation of the pas- 
sage of an act of the highest importance at the 
last session; an act, let him say, that would dis- 
-finguish the twenty-fourth Congress. © That 
was an act which had received the almost una- 
nimous voice of the whole country in its favor: 
. and he might add, of fereign countries too. It had 
» inspired new hopes and new expectations amongst 
es It had beena matter of wonder to European 
¿| nations—a thing peculiar in our institutions, and 
‘as showing the genius of our Government. 

He thought it perfectly apparent to every one 
that there ought not to be a surplus, ifit could be 
. avoided; and that, at all evenis, 23 the money be- 
- longed to the people, no Government had a right 
: to withhold it from theme Whet, then, he would 

inquire, was the true issue? What was the point 

at which we have arrived? Could we, under all 
the circumstances of the case, reduce the revenue 
according to the wants of the Government? Was 
it practicable? he meant in the enlarged practical 
¿gense of that word. Could we ma i 


cS. 


a reduction 
without incurring greater injury, greater Joses fo 
the country, than any it had yet sastained? The 
Secretary of the Treasury entertained the opinion 

< that we could. He (Mr. Calhoun) hoped bis opin- 

‘jon might prove correcte He should heartily re- 
joire at it. : 

He had moved, the other day, that that part 
of the President’s message which relates to a ree 

- duction of the revenue be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, as the appropriate commit- 

- tee, and because there was a majority of its mem. 

| bers hostile te the deposite law. The majority 

< of that committee would doubtless do every thing 
in their power to make a reduction, ia order to 

- avoid what they considered so great a calamity as 
depositing the public money with the States. If 

‘they could not do it, we might prenounce the 

“thing impracticable. If the committee agree, he 

might pledge himself that they would not agree to 

a reduction. 

There was one point’ that the comm 
have no fesr of, and that was, that in the re 

tion they might propose, it would net be e 


iipon 
uteg 


dered, at least, on the side ef the south, 23 a breach 
h 


of the compromise act. ‘The people of the 
had a deep interest in that, act, as weil as 
northern brethren. For himself he was f 
confess that he had made no pledge, nor pl 
his faith, against touching thet act. Be 
when the act was about to pass, that 
-would be a surplus; he knew io wet 
unavoidable. He knew it was impos: 
-reduce the revenue, all at once, withs 
throwing the manufacturing establishments, A 
let him say he had ever been their friend end not 
their foe. It wasa disaster te be avoided, The 


& 


‘reduction was not: made so-fast as he thought it 


He said at that time, and in a prophetic spirit, that 
there were some who were so much opposed to 
the compromise that they would rather collect the 
revenue at the point of the bayonet than agree to 
it, When the surplus was to be distributed at the 


the stenographers in the gallery, and begged them 
to take down his words, which were, and he pro- 
nounced them in‘h’s place, that he voted for that 
act ashe had voted for the other act?that there 
was no plighted faith; no pledge on my part, and 
no obligation or consideration, more than in the 
other act. 

Well, then, he was at liberty to select his posi- 
tion, and did select it. The people of the staple 
States, he could not do ctherwise than admit, had 
detived an incalculable benefit from the compre- 
misc act, asd were continuing to do so. 

He, as a representative of the southern 
States, one who took an active part on that ce: 
casion, claimed those advantages derivable from 
theact incommon with others. The act had al- 
ready reduced the income of the Government pro- 
dipiously. ; 

Mr. C. went on tospeak of the varions reduc- 
tions which, in 1832 and 1833, were made in the 


now feel its vivifying effects, as every man knew, 
Well, the duties were to be still further reduced, 
so that the revenue shou'd be brought down to the 
legitimate wants cf the Government. Southern 
men were a little too honest, if not too proud, 
toclaim all the advantages, on ‘heir part, and with- 
hold them from others, x respected the compro- 
mise act. ‘The North was desirous that the dutics 


un 


blishments should not be 
subjected to fiuciuations, The course which the 
| South was to pursne was to follow,. and not to 
lead, Waving detended his position, he would ad- 
dress a word tothe manufscturing interests; he 
was sure, if they wenld hear his voice, which was 
not unkind to them, and those who represented 


great manufacturing ests 


he spoke it with deference to that entertained by 
l others who were more intimately interested than 
himself, yit would bea wise act as regards the po- 
licyy y 
duction of duties in 1841 und 1842 should be made. 
ieved that the manufacturers would be 
no ‘Fhe merkets should be kept sim- 
erchant this year feeling 
gio hea great reduction the 
order for the year, so that 
here would be en unsupplied market, and the 
HV oensequence wenld he, that- the manufacturers 
|) would stand the change without any difficulty 
whatever. He thought the northern manufactur- 
| ers possessed that capacity, that ingenuity, and 
that skill, which woald fully enable them to meet 
boldly the competition of foreiga industry. 
vith regard to the committee, he could not but 
| espress his hope that they would accelerste their 
i action. He would he glad to fellow, rather than 
to precede them. Hf this had been a long instead 
|| of a short session, he would, for the present, pos’ 
pone a ton ch the subject. However, as the 
i but two months to sit, no time was to be 
zie was a heavy, desd surplus remain- 
z essury, or rather the deposite barks. 
“was impossibt i more complete 
scheme to corrupt the morals of the. community 
thon asur 
He 


of the bHwouid 


be fairly and sined by the-seleat 


| a . 
i ee, to whom he p ed to referit. Fe 
i Lihe wish thet would follow the 


| 
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ł 
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athe occasion of the 
rty feeling be sacyifiecd 


xampl 


n LAY observed 

interrupt the progress of the debate cn 
3 i ssury order, which H was 
optinued to 
r what he had heard, to ssy 
ject of the act of March, 

Considering all 
that act passed, 


tariff, and then added, that the people of the South | 


should be gradually taken off, in order that the ` 


them on this floor, it was his humble opinion (and | 


the gre:t interest of the country, that the re- 


n but he feit 


might have been; not so fast by a year or two. ` 


last session, be rose in his place, and called upon | 


penn ee 
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{| the reception whichit- met wit 


passage almost by acclamation-in andgt 


the reception which: ft met-with ‘throughout X 


“the 


` whole country, “and the repeated’ declarations of 


the Chief Megistrate; considering’ the, condition 
of the manufacturing interest, its prosperity: 


sidering all these circumstances, ’ he thai 
there was something like national faith éomritted 
to preserve’ that act inviolate. He ‘di “say 


that it was incompetent for Congress to repeal the 
act; but he should think it ‘a violatio “of public 
faith to make any essential change of a ‘Measure 
which had produced :such salutary effects. | IC cer 
tanly must have been foreseen at the time thé ac; 
was passed that there would be ‘a surplus ‘if tht 
expenditures of the Government were kept withir 
any reasonable limits. - But what was the’ remedy 
proposed’ It would be remembered that he hac 
introduced the land bill as a remedy against the 


avoided. Thatremedy, he said, would 
rated most benéficially, without disturbing, 
slightest degree, the compromise act under ‘ 
every great interest of the country liad prospered 
and the Southern interest not more so thar’ thi 
great interests of the North and West. ‘He though 
it his duty to say this much in reference to thi 
course he had preseribed for himself, which’ was : 
rigid adherence, in good faith, to the pledge ‘con 
tained in the compromise act. He was aware’ o 
the pressure that threatened the manufacturing in 
terest, and that there was a majority in favor ‘of : 
great reduction of the duties, particularly on ‘som 
favored articles; but if this majority should sue 
ceed, he must say that they must do so withou 
his concurrence, and with his deepest regrets. ' 
Mr. WALKER here moved to refer the bill t 
the Committee on Finance. © o. a 
Mr: CALHOUN observed tbat it was a pári 
mentary rule not tò refer a measure ‘to'a commit 
tee that was hostile to it. He hoped that'the. refe 
rence would not be made, and that the Senat 
would, in aspirit of liberality as well as ‘courtesy 
suffer the bill to take the ordinary course, withou 
reference, or at least to send it to a select commi! 
tee. ae gee 
Mr. WALKER said that he ‘hoped the hilt < 
the Senator from South Carolina would be referre 
to the Committee on Finance, to ‘which this: ‘sul 
tect appropriately belonged. “Phe. bill is, in gül 
stance, a renewal and continuation of the deposit 
bill of the last session; and this great and importa: 
measure is asked to be acted upon definitely, in 
few days, without any previous examination by 
committce.of this body.’ The gentleman tells i 
that, according to his estimate, there, will be 
probable surplus in the ‘Treasury on ‘the 1st: 
January, 1838, of eight millions of ‘dollars... Th 
estimate of the honorable Senator (Mi. W. sak 
he wished to besubjected to the examination ` 
the Committee on Finance; but assuming it to | 
correct under the existing laws, shall we contin 
to tax the people ‘beyond the wants of the G 
yernment, and so legislate as to collect duri 
the succeeding year a surplus of eight million 
‘The gentleman from South Carolina has made 
a portion of his eulogy on the deposite bilt of t 
lust session, that it would prevent the monopc 
of the publio lands by speculators, and ‘reser 
them for the honest settlers and cultivators.” T° 
deposite bill: has produced no ‘such “effect; f 
(said Mr. W.) the report of the Secretary of t 
‘Treasury shows that, during but thrée fourths 
the nresent year, more than twenty mulions 
dolars has been received forthe public Jar 
beins nearly six milions more toan was receiv 
fiom the same source during the whole pf t 
preceding year, and more than doube the amot 
paid ints the Treasury far the public lands dati 
any year previous. to: 1835. Facts, ‘then, £ 
against the gentleman’s position, that the depos 
bill has arrested speculations in the public lan 


onthe-contrary,.they- are increasing with alarming 
_.. Fapidity, and, if Congress does not interfere, ina 
few. years. nearly our entire public domain will 
haye passed, into the hands.of American and Eu- 
-< Fopean. capitalists, who will control the sale and 
~ Occupancy of this great domain...) |. ; 

o Whilst our existing laws-continue in force, there 
“is nothing illegal, and Mr. W. said, in his opinion, 
; -nothing improper.in the entry by any one-of such 
-public lands abare unoccupied by any settler, yet 
Mr.. W. said, he thought.the existing laws ought 
be. changed, so as to, prevent'the entry of the 
. public lands, except: for, the purposes of settle- 
, Ment aod cultivation Whilst, then, Mr. W. said, 
` he.cowld not join the Senator from South Carolina, 


in his. general denunciations on this subject, he | 


deeply regretted that whilst that Senator denounce- 
ed speculators, his every vote at the last session was 
in their favor,and against the settler, He voted, said 
Mr. W. against pre-emptions to: settlers. under 
any past or prospective law, against.confining to 
cultivators the sales.of the public ands, and in fa- 
vor of continuing in. force the existing sy stem, by 
_ which our: noble domain. will soon pass into the 
: hands of speculators. | Sir, if ihe Senator from 
South Carolina will vote to:carry into effect the re- 
commendation of the President, to limit to cultiva- 
torsthe sales of the public lands, there will be no 
surplus. ‘The surplus arises from the sales to 
speculators of the public lands, amounting durieg 

_ the present year to about. twenty-four millions of 
dollars. Now, by the estimate made last year by 
the Senator from. Ohio, (Mr. Ewiag,) eight mil- 
lions only were required to supply. the set- 
tlers and cultivators. with publie. lands. 
‘estimate was. much . too high; but deduct this 
eight millions, which would furnish a supply 
to settlers, from the twenty-four millions vre- 
‘ceived this year by sales. to speculators, and it 
will makea difference of sixteen millions, which js 

. just double the probable surplus estimated by the 
Senator {rom South Carolina, If, then, the Sena- 
‘tor.from South Carolina votes to continue the ex- 
_ isting system, he votes to create a surplus—he 
votes to tax the people for an unnecessary reve- 
-nue—he votes to exiract from the people more 


money than is required for the wants of the Go. 


vernment—he votes to perpetuate the surplus syss 
tem, the system of unnecessary taxation, as a part 
oof the settied policy of the Government; for if we 
_ will not meet the question now, when will we be 
prepared to meet it? 
the. revenue, will we ever reduce it? 
-told last ye 


“site bul by the distinguished Senator from Massa. | 
chusetts, (Mr. Webster) that it was a single ope- 


ration. Mr. W; reminded. the Senate that one of 


_ bis objections then urged against the deposite | 
bill, was that this singie.operation would serve ag | 


a fata] example for tuture distributions, until the 
surplus’ system was incorporated as a part of the 
settied policy of the country. . These predictions, 


_ Mr. W. said, may be fulfilled, if we adopt the bill | 
of the, Senator from South Carolina, and distribute | 
an estimated surplus, of neat year, instead of redu- | 


, cing the revenue.. Mr, W. suid when he. intro- 
_ duced last year a bill for confining the sales of the 
ublhe lands to settlers and cultivators, and desired 


its reference toa select committee, the journals | 
. Bhowed that the Senator from South Carolina op- | 
ref rring the bil | 


posed the motion, and insisted on 
to the Committee cn Public Lands, although that 
commitiee was not only: opposed to the bul, but 


_ had, in principle, previously reported azainst it, 


And now, said Mr. W. the Senator from South | 


Carolina sec ms to think it a want ofc 
o 


This | 


If we will not. now reduce | 
: We were | 
Y ag an argument. in: favor of the depo- | 


j provisions of the sixth section of the compremise 


ee OEE PENS ee 


urtesy in me H 


to pursue the same course; adopted: by thar gentle. | 


manon a former occasion, vy insisting on the re. 
ference of the billto the regular standing commit:: 
tee, Mr. W, said he concurred with the Senator 
from South Carvliva in opposing the violation of 
the compromise act of the second March, 1833, if 
the revenue could otherwise be reduced to the 
wants of the Government, economically adminis. 
tered. Mr. W. here turned. to the journals 
of the Senate of last session, and read a resolu. 
tion, then offered by him, calling upon the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to report at thi, Se8sion 

what reduction of the tariff, Consistently with the 


Kentucky, that of the Senator from South Caroli- 
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act, accompanied with limiting the sales of the pub- 
lic lands to actual settlers, would. bring down.the 
revenue to the wants of the Government. . The 
resolution was not adopted; and now the informa- 
tion called for in that resolution is precisely what 
we desire. - This sixth section of the compromise 
act, which Mr. Walker read, authorizing, in case 


of an “excess of revenue,” the reduction or repeal 


of the duties on all-articles paying a “less rate o, 
duty than twenty per cent. ad valorem,” was em 

braced in his (Mr. W.’s) inquiry ; and these du- 
ties, if repealed, it was gencrally estimated, 
would reduce the annual revenue three millions of 
dollars, which would bring down the estimated 
surplus of the Senator from South Carolina to five 
millions, the very stem which that gentleman, at 
the last session, proposed should remain in the 
Treasury as an unexperded balaneeto meet emer. 
gencies. As then, by confining the safes to ac- 
tual settlers, and if that is not sufficient, by re- 
pealing the duties on. all unprotected articles, the 
revenue can be reduced to the wants of the Gov- 
ernment, without violating the compromise bill, 


| why create a surplus for distribution, by continu. 


ing the existing system? Mr. W. said, if we pass 
another deposite or distribution bill, the country 
ought to know it is because we rcfase to reduce 
the revenue to the wants of the Government, when 
it can ‘certainly be done without disturbing the 
compromise act of 1833. Let us not, then, seek 
shelter behind that act, in the determination to | 
create a surplus revenue. | 
Mr. CALHOUN regretted that he hat been | 
misunderstood by the Senator from Mississippi. | 
What he said was, that no administration having | 
patriotism ov sagacity, would be under the neces- | 
sity of demanding this fund from the States; that it 
ought to be kept as a sacred fund for some great | 
emergency, suchasa war witha reigna power, | 
He said not one word of its being a permanent 
donation, or of the propriety of continuing the 
distribution. The Senator from Mississippi 
charged him with the intention of creating a snr- 
plus for the purpose of disuwbation. He had said 
nothing to authorize this charge. He said dis- 
tinctly, that he greatly preferred the reduction of 
daties, provided it could be made without causing 
greater evils than it was proposed to remedy, 
These were his ideas, and he regretted that they 
were misunderstood. : 


After what the President had said and done, the 
man who would vote to leave this money in the 
deposite banks, would vote in favor of the specu- 
lators, and to encourage frauds on the public lands, 
The moaey must not be left there; ali experience 
was against it. 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed, that the question 
then before the Senate was on referring this bill 
to the Committee on Finance.  Witi-out express- 
ing any opinion as tọ the merits of the bill, he 
would say that be thought it was precisely one of 
those subjects which ought to receive the consid». 
ration of acommittee. There were so man y rami- 
fications connected with this measure, and what it 
might be proper to do in relation to it, depended 
on so many important circumstances, that it ought 
to receive the investigation, and careful investiga- 
tion, of a committee, In the first place, there 


were two contrary projects before the Senate for |} 


the distribution of the surplus reyenue. One was 
that of thé Scnator from Kentucky, to distribute 
the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, and 
the other was this bili of the Senator from South 
Carolina, to dispose ef the money under the pro- ; 
visions of the deposite law of the last sion, 
Now, both of these projects could not prevail, as 
there wes but ore fund to operate upon; and if the 
Senate should prefer the plan of the Senator from 


na must bélost. But again, the Presi ient, in bis 
message at the commencement of the session, re- 
commended that the sales of the public lands 
should be confined to actual settlers, 


On that subject (Mr. B. said) he had formed no | 
opinions; he believe that Þe should be influenced 


very mueh by the wishes of the gentlemen com- 
ing from the new States. If that plan prevailed 
the probability was that there would be no surplus | 


to dispose of. He shouid like, therefore, to have a 
report from the Committee on Finance, upon their 
respo:sibility, estimating what would be in the 
Treasury, and from what sources, before he act- 
ed upon any of the various plans that had been 
proposed. While up, he would say one word as to 
the celebrated compromise act which had been 
just referred to. He should never forget the 
impressions made on his mind when the news 
of the passage of that act was first conveyed 
to him. At that time he was in a foreign 
land; and then the enemies of liberty in the old 
world were confidently proclaiming that our grand 


‘experiment of free Government was about to fail, 


and the Union of these States was about to be dis- 
solved. It was then apprehended by many of our 
friends abroad, that our confederacy was about ex- 
piring, (though he knew that this was impossible;) 
but when he heard that the compromise bill had 
passed, and that the waves of jealousy and dissen- 
sion had subsided, and that all was calm and pros- 
percus at home, be experienced. sensations which 
he had never felt befure, and which it. would be 
impossible to describe. After examining the biil, 
he would not say whether he should have sustain- 
edit or not, under the circumstances, had he then 
been a Senator; but the country bad accepted it, 
and received the benefits of it, im the restoration 
of tranquillity. ‘Phe agricultural aud manufactur- 
ing interests bad settied down under its operation, 
and believed that at length they hada basis on 
which they might rest, without being disturbed, 
The great Commonwealth wbich he had in part the 
honor to represent, was deeply interested not 


` only in agriculture and manufactures, but another 


great interest had grown up, essentially connected 
with her general policy of internal improvement—- 
he referred to the mininginterest.. iis chief ob- 
ject ia rising was to declare in advance, that unless 
his opinion should undergo a very great change, 
he would never vote to disturb this compromise in 
such s manner os injuriously to affect any of the 
great interests of the country. If the revenue can 
be reduced to the wants of the Government with- 
out affecting any of these interests, then, but not 
otherwise, he shculd support such a reduction. 
There were so many considerations involyed, 
and se much information which ought to be ob- 
tained before any final action could be had on this 
subject, that he hoped a reference of it might be 
made to the Committee on Finance, which be be- 
lieved was the most appropriate committee. If 
the report of that committee should be adverse to 
the views cf the Senator from South Carolina, no 
gentleman knew better how again to bring bis bill 
before the Senate in opposition to their report. 
Mr. WALKER said the Senator from South 
Carolina seemed to suppose that he, (Mr. W.)-had - 
charged him erroneously with legislating or desir- 
ing to legislate to create a surplus. Mr. W. said 
that he had s‘ated thatif there should be any sur- 
plus next year, it would be because we refused at 
this session to reduce the revenue to the wants of 
\he Government. That bills which would thus re- 
duce.the revenae without violating the compro- 
mise act of 1833, had already been. proposed and 
passed to a second reading in this bo:iy; and that if 
the Senator frem South Carolina voted now, as he 
did at the last session, against similar bills, he 
would vote tocreate a surplus; and that if he would 
now vote for these biis, his project te distribute 
ancther surplus. would be wholly unnecessary. 
The bill of the Senator from Ohio (3r. Morris, ) 
limiting to settlers the sales of the public lands, if 
passed, would reduce to nothing the estimated 
surplus of cight millions calculated by the Senator 
from South Carolin ånd Mr. W. asked the 
friends of the manuficturing jaterest, when the 
revenue could thus be reduced to the wants of the 
Government, without disturbing the compromise 
act ef 1833, whether it was not their true interest 
thus to reduce the revenue, rather than attempt 
the establishment of a surplus system which might 
preduce a revolsion that would sweep away 
even the compromise protective duties of 1833? 
Any party that sustains unaecessary taxation, 
that Insists on collecting from the people more 
revenue than is required forthe wants ef the'Go- 
vernment, cannot long enjoy public confidence; 
and as the extreme measure of 1828 produced a 


reaction which had well nigh prostrated the entire 
protective system, so the attempt now to create 
and perpetuate. the surplus system may produce 
» such, a revulsion as will sweep away even the 
‘limited compromise protective duties of 1833. 
If the manufacturing interest unites itself with the 
surplus distributive policy, it will prove to that in- 
terest the embrace-of death. Ifthe manufactur- 
ing.interest. repose on the faith of the compro- 
, mise gct of 1833, let them not violate the provi- 
_. Sion-OF the sixth section of that act by substituting 
. distribution for reduction... The moment we now 
legislate so as to create a surplus revenue, that 
_ moment the sizth section of the compromise act 
is violated, and the manufacturing interest can 
never ask to repose upon the faith of an act, one 
of the material provisions of which they will have 
eontemned and disregarded. 

Mr. CALHOUN would be very far from desir- 
ing one measure to be applied to a bill introduced 
by him, and another to a bill introduced by the 

» Senator from Mississippi. There was no simiari- 
“ty, however, between the two cases, The bill in- 


"troduced by the gentleman related to asubject for 
> 5 J 


which one of the standing committees of that body 
the Committee on Public Lands—was particu- 
_ larly constituted, and it therefore ought properly 
: to have been sent to that commitiece, while the bill 
just introduced by him ha tno reference whatever 
toany particular committee—had never been in 
charge of the Committee on Finance, or any other 
of the standing committees, and consequently 
might, with great propriety, be refered to a spe- 
. cial committee, or be ucted on without reference. 
He did indulge the hope that a spirit of courtesy 
and berality’ would prevail, and that his bill 
` would not be sont toa committee that wonld re- 
port against if, , 
Ifthe reference should be made to the Commit- 
` tee on Finance, he knew its fate; there would be 
no provision forthe surplus of the present year, 
and it would be left in the deposite banks. He 
had carefully read the President's message, and it 
“had excited suspicions that the design was to make 
` & movement for a reduction of duties, but that the 
end was to leaye the public funds in the deposite 
banks, 
These suspicions (Mr. C. said) would be confirm- 
ed, if his bill should be set aside, Notwithstend- 
ing the President condemns the leaving of.so 
„large asum of money in the bunds of these banks; 
notwithstanding he condemns the spirit of sneeu- 
lation in the public lands, encouraged thereby, 
yet these things that he so much condemns will 
take place if the bill should be destroyed. He 
-gaw (Mri C. said) how things would go if the mo- 
tion prevuiled. Me announced it in advance. 
Nothing would be done; and the money. would 
not. be placed where it ought to be, in the hands 
s of the people, from whom it came, but would ac- 
“crue to the benefit of the deposite banks. He 
would make one pledge: if the Committee on 
Finance can make any adequate reduetion of the 
| revenue, he would withdraw His biit, 
Mr. RIVES said that the grounds on which the 
gentleman from South Carolina had based his ar- 
gument, convinced him (Mr. R.) that the bill 
should be referred to the Commit:ce on Finance. 
. Phe honorable Senator had entered into a calcula- 
tion for the purpose of showing that there would 
be a considerable surplus next year, and he had also 
adverted to the compromise act of 1833, and express- 
ed his wish that the dutics might be further reduced, 
if that could be done without injury to the great 
manufacturing interests of the country. Now 
both these questions were clearly of a financial 
character, and therefore the more appropriate 
committee to w y should be sent was the 
Finance, With regard to the deposite bill, of 
which the gentleman had spoken, be (Mr R.) 
would say that in voting fur that bil bis judgment 
had approv edit at that timeand did so still, Hecon- 
‘sidered ita measure arising from the fact that we had 
a. large surplus in the Treasury, with no prospec- 
_ tive probability of getting rid otit. Tt was for that 
„reason that he had been induced to give the bill his 


| 


ssupport, which he would never regret, and which | 


“every day’s observation confirmed him was caleu- 
lated to promote the best interests of the country. 
What he new said, he did not wish to be consider- 


| 
| 


+ gard to this bill. 
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-ed as indicative of the course which he hereafter. 


, might thiek proper to pursue.. In regard to the: 
probability of there being such a- surplus as the 


gentleman from South Carolina seems to “suppose 


there will, he would say, nothing. “The Senator | 


said that Congress was bound to prevent such sur- 
plus by reducing the revenue to the wants of the 
government. It wastrue the policy of adopting 
a tariff was one of that character which circum- 
stances called for; which was forced upon us by 
the peculiar condition of the country; and it re- 
mained for Congress, in its wisdom, to say whether 
or not it should be upheld, and if so, whether 
there should be some modification made in. the 
rate of duties. . 

He, (Mr. Rives,) begged leave to advert to an 
observation of the honorable Senator; which was, 
that if a majority of the Senate should refer his 
proposition to the Committee on. Finance, he 
would undertake to be a- prophet, and pronounce 
that the policy of thet majority, and the result of 
the action ofthe committee, would-be nothing but 
a deceitful demonstratien upon the subject of a re- 
cluction of duties. He, (Mr. Rives,) would ask, 


how did the honorable Senator, (he did not pre- 


tend to give his precise words, for he saw that the 
gentleman dis3ented,) should a majority of the 
Senate give a different reference to his bill than 
he desired, arrive at the conclusion that there 
would be no reduction made, and that all that had 
been said on the subject, both by the President 
and Seerctary of the Treasury, would turn cut to 
be a delusion—a decel? He (Mr. R.) was at a 
loss to conceive Row the gentleman, could recon- 
cilethe motion he had yesterday made, to refer 
that part of the message which relates to a reduc- 
tion of the revenue to this very Commities on Fi- 
nance, with the motion he had this day made in re- 
He, (Mr. Rives,) thought that 
ander every aspect, and particularly as ihe bill 
gees upon the supposition of the case that there 
will bea surplus, the proper reference for it wss 
tothe Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CALHOUN replied, that the two proposi- 
tions were totally different. The first motion was 
the proper one, and he had made it, knowing that 
the Committee on Finance was favorable to the 
measure. Whilst, on the contrary, he knew that 
committee to be opposed to the principles of his bill, 
and therefore he did not wish to refer it tò them. 
He was glad.to hear the Senator frem, Virginia ex- 
press himself ds he had done with regard to the 
deposite bill of Jast session. His noble course 
on that occasion would ever do him honor. 

If a reduction of duties could be made without 
producing injurious cons- quences, let it be made 
with all his heart. He infinitely preferred a re- 
duction to deposite. He would not be the man to 
disturb the compromise act: it ought not to be 
touched without the common consent of all par 
ties. Hie contended that the argument of the 
honorat ic Senator, with respect to the reference of 
this bil, wouid refer almost every thing to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. RIVES observed that as the gentleman from 
South Carolina had admitted that he was only 
conditionally in favor of this project; that is, that 
he preferred a reductios of the revenue to it, and 
as questions relating to such reduction must be 
settled by the Commit 


sittee on Finance, it would be 
perfectly In accordance with the parliamentary 
rale to refer the bill to that committee. Asa 
good deal had been said in regard to the compro- 
misc act, he desired to say a sirgle werden that 
subject. 

if there were any means by which the revenue 
could be reduced to the wants of the country, 
without interfering with that act, he would not 
disturb it; but he considered it a paramount duty 
to reguiste the revenuc to the wants of the coun- 
try, and he did not think the compromise act 
ought to interfere with it. 


To the Editor of the Globe: i 

Sın: The report in your paper of this morning 
ofthe remarks made by me on the 21st instant, on 
the reference of Mr. Calhoun’s bul to continue 
certain provisions of the deposite act of ths last 
session, being, in several respects, materially and 
strikingly inaccurate, I beg that you will haye the 


4l 


geodness to state that. a. correct version -of them” 

will be furnished at the earliest. moment which’ 

the pressure of other duties shall allow me. : 
Very respectfully, , 

Your ob’t seryáaty == 7 

~. W: GFRIVES. 


Washington, Dee. 23, 1836. ` 


The question was taken on the reference to the 
Committee on. Finance, and decidsd as follows: ~ 

YEAS—Mess:s.. Brown, Buchanan, Ewing of 
Hiinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, 
King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Linn, McKean, 
Niles, Page, Parker, Rives,. Robinson, Ruggles, : 
Sevier, Strange, Tallmadge, Walker,.Wall—22.. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, -Benton,, Black, Cal. 
houn, Clay, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, 
Kent, Knight, Moore, Morris, Nicholas, Prentiss, 
Robbins, Southard, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, 
Webster, White, Wright-—22, : Pop 

The yeas end nays being equal, the Chair voted 
in the affirmative. : : 

So the bill was referred to the Committee on 
Finance: : 

The bill from the House to provide payment for 
horses lost, and property destroyed in the service 
of the United States, was twice read, and referred. 

The Senate theu took up the special order, 
being the resolution.of Mr. EWING of .Ohio,:to 
rescind the Treasury order, relating to payments 
in the land offices; ‘when > `: gi rae 

Mr. WEBSTER took the floor, and addressed 
the Sente in favor of the resolution, continuing’ 
his remarks to a late hour; when, without having 
concluded, he gave waf to a motion to adjourn, 

Mr. BENTON then informally faidvon the ta- | 
ble the following, as a notice of a motion he in- 
tended to make before taking the question cn‘the 
resolution, ; 

To invest the committse to which the resolution. 
shall be sent with anthority to inquire into the ef 
fect and operation of the Treasury order of July - 
11th, upon the business of the country, and ‘the 
banking institutions of the Statés; and into the cone. 


. duct of banks" in relation to that order; and into : 


their attempts (if any) to withdraw specie <fror 
circulation, and to embarrass the’ exchanges ‘and |. 
business of the country: the committee to summon 
witnesses before them, if any such are near-at 
hand, and to conduct their inquiries ata cistance 
by interrogatories, ae : 

The Senate then adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wrovesbar, Dec. 21, 1856. 
TENNESSEE LAND BILL. 

Mr. DUNLAP asked the consent of the House 
to go into Commi'tee of the Whole on the state of © 
the Union, on the *billto amend the act to autho- 
rize the State of Tennessee to issue grants of laŭd, 
in certain cases,” (commonly called the “Tennes 
see lend BIL’) Hewould barely remark, thathe 
hoped he should get the assent of the House to 
this motion, since the bill in question had received ° 
the favorsble report of a ceramittee of that House 
as long ago as the year 1825, and it had been be: 
fore the House from that time to tle presents’. t. 

Mr. HARDIN objecting, ae 

Mr. DUNLAP move: a suspension of the rule; 
but the motion was lost without a division. 

SURPLUS REVENUE, 

The first business then in order wasa memorial 
presented on a former day by Mr. W, B. SHE. 
PARD, froma number of citizens of the first Con- 
gressional District of North Carolina, praying for 
the passage of a law te provide for the fature dis- 
tri wm of the surplus revenue of the United 
for several years to come, on the principles 
ucton the same subject, passed at the last 
session of Gongress. . : we A 

Mr. SHEPARD moved to refer the memorial to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and addressed 
the House al length on the subject; when the me- 
morial was so referred. : 

POST OFFICE: DEPARTMENT. 

The following. message was received from the 
President of tue United. States, by the bands o 
his private Secretary, ANDREW Jackson, Jr. Esg. 
which, on motion of Mr. SHIELDS, was referred 


‘to the Committee on t 
Roads? 
To the Senate and House of Representatives: 

GENTLEMEN: Herewith I transmit you a report 
of the Postmaster General, and recommend the 

. passage of such laws, and the making of such ap- 
“propriations, ’as*may be necessary to carry into ef- 
fect the measures adopted by him for resuming 
“the business of the Department under his charge, 
and securing the public property in the old Post 

- Office building. , 

It is understood ‘that the building procured for 
the temporary use of the Department, is far from 
being fire-proof, and that the valuable books and 

-papers secured from the recent conflagration, will 
there be exposed to similar dangers. F therefore 
feel itmy duty to recommend an immediate ap- 
propriation for the construction of a fire-procf 
General Post Office, that the materials may be ob- 
tained within the present winter, and the building 
‘erected as rapidly as practicable. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 


he Post Office and Post 


December 20, 1836. 


Post Orrick DEPARTMENT, 
: Dec. 20, 1836. 
To the President of the United States: 

Sin: On the morning of the 15th instant, I per- 
formed the painful duty of reporting to you 
orally, the destruction of the General Post Office 
building by fire, and received your instructions to 
inquire into the cause and extent of the calamity, 
for the purpose of enabling. you to. make a com- 
munication to Congress. 

A few hours afterwards, I received through the 
chairman of the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads of the House of Representatives, an 
official copy of a resolution adopted by that House, 
instructing the committee to institate a similar in- 
quiry, and the chairman asked for such informa- 
tion as it was in my power to give. The investiga- 
tion directed by you, was thus rendered unnecessary, 

The corporation of the City of Washington, 
with honorable promptitude, offered the Depart- 
ment the use of the west wing of the City Hall, 

. now ‘occupied by the Mayor and Councils and. 

_ their officers, and the officers of the Chesapeake 
and Ohio canal company. The proprietors of the 
Medical Coilege, also tendered the use of their 
building on © street; and offers were made of 
several other buildings in the central parts of the 
city. ‘An examination was made of such as pro- 
mised by their magnitude to afford sufficient room 
for the force employed in the Department, but 
none were found equal in the commodiousness 
of their interior structure and abundant room, to 
Fuller’s hotel, opposite the buildings occupied by 
the Treasury Department, o9 Pennsylvania ave- 
nue. That building has been obtained on terms 
- which the accompanying papers, marked (1) and 
(2,) will fuily exhibit. The businesa of the De- 
partment w:ll be immediately resumed in that 
building, 

The agreement with Mr. Fuller will make ne- 
otasary an immediate appropriation by Congress, 
and upon that body will devolve also the duty of 
providing for the payment of the rent, if they shall 
approve of the arrangement. 

In the mean time, steps have been taken to se- 
cure all that is valuable in the ruins of the Post 
Office building, and to protect from the weather 
the wails of so much of it as was occupied by the 

General Post Office, which stand firm, 

The Department has no fand at command cut 
of which the services necessary in the accomplish- 
ment of these objects can be paid for, nor has it 
the means to replace the furniture which has been 
Jost, and must be immediately obtaitied, to enable 
the clerks to proceed with their current business. 

These facts E deem it my duty to report to you, 
that you may recommend to. Congress such mea- 

+ sures thercupon as you msy deem expedient. 
: Wih the highest respect, 
Your ob’t servant, 
: AMOS KENDALL. 

Mr.. SUTHERLAND asked the consent of the 
House to take ap, for reference, a joint resolution 
from the Senate directing the publication of tke 
annual statement of the navigation and commerce 
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of the United States; which was objected to by 


Mr. WILLIAMS of North Caretina. ; 

Mr. BELL made a request to the House that it 
would consent to receive reports from the com- 
mittees at this time. . He said he had one to make 


from the Committee on Indian Affairs of an im- . 


portant character, and had been. waiting for an 
opportunity to present it to the House for several 
days, Objection was made; and Mr. B. did not 
press the motion, on the understanding that. re- 
ports from committees would come up severally 
this morning. : f i 

Petitioris and memorials were presented by Mr. 
EVANS of Maine. 

Messrs, LAWRENCE and REED of Massa- 
chusetts, À 

Mr. SEYMOUR of New York. 

Mr. CHAMBERS of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolins, 

Mr. HARDIN of Kentucky. 

Mr. SPEAKER POLK of Tennessee, 

Messrs- STORER and PATTERSON of Ohio. 

[Mr, Sroren presented the petition of Mrs 
Martha Piati of Ohio, the only surviving daugh- 
ter of Captain Joshua Huddy, who was executed 
while a prisoner of war, by the tories, in 1782, 


praying the consideration of Congress in her be-. 


half. 

Mr. REYNOLDS of Iilinois. 

(Mr. Rervonys of Illinois presented the me- 
merial and petitions from the State of Illinois, 
praying the survey of the Kaskaskia, Cash, and 
Sabine rivers; and on his motion, they were refer- 
red to the Committee on Roads and Canals,} 

Mr. TARRISON of Missouri. 

(Mr. Harnison presented a petition of Albert 
Tison and Susan Labeaume, praying the confirma- 
tion of certain grants of land; of John Moore, pray- 
ing the allowance of a claim against the General 
Government, a3 Commissary of Missouri militia; of 
James Allen, for a pension.) 

Mr. YELL of Arkansas; 

Mr. WHITE of Florida. 

[Mr. Jonxs of Wisconsin, presented the petition 
of Henry Baird and others, who pray for a dona 
tion of their farms which they have occupied as 
teachers &c. in the Indian department of Wiscon- 
sin Territory; also, the petition of citizens of Erie, 
Pa. who pray for the construction ofa harbor at 
Racine, at the mouth of Root river, Wisconsin Ter- 
ritory; the petition of John Hait, who, having ad- 
vanced money during the late war tothe United 
States, now for the first time asks remuneration in 
a donation of the tract of land which he occupies 
in Wisconsin Territory; a petition for the construc- 
tion of roads in said Territory.] 

Mr, JOHNSON of Tennessee submtted the 
following resolation, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of placing George Martin, a. citizen of the 
county of Benton, in the State of Tennessee, on 
the pension roll. 

INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, reported a bill to regulate, in certain cases, 
the disposition of the proceeds of lands ceded by 
Indian tribes to the United States; which was read 
twice, ecmmitted, and made the order of tie day 
for this day. , 

On motion of Mr. BELL, the House then went 
into Committee of the Whole on the foregoing 
bill—Mr. GARLAND of Va. in the chair, which 
was considered and reported fo the House with- 
cut amendment. 

The SPEAKER having resumed the Chair, the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. BELL, all the papers come 
mitted to the Committee on Indian Affairs, at the 
last session, in relation to directing an inquiry into 
the abuses and irregulzrities of the Indian De- 
partment, were recommitted to that committee. 

APPROPRIATION BILLS. ; 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported the following bills: 

1, A bill making appropriations for the 
suppression of Indian hostilities. 

2, A bill making appropriations for the pay. 


; sidered unanswerable. 


ment of revolutionary and other pensioners of the 
United States for the year 1837. 

3. A bill making appropriations for the naval 
service for the year 1837. 

4. A bill making appropriations for the support 
of the army for the year 1837. 

5. A bill making appropriations for certain for. 
tifications of the United States for the year 1837, 

6. A bill making appropriations for the current 
expenses cf the Indian Department, and for ful. 
filling treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes, 
for the year 1837. ; P 

All the foregoing bilis were severally read 
twice,and referred to the Committee ofthe Whole 
on thestate of the Union. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
was discharged from the further consideration of 
the ‘bil to exempt merchandise, imported un- 
der certain circumstances, from the operation -of 
the act of the nineteenth of May, 1828, entitled 
*An act in alteration. of the severalacts imposing - 
duties on imports, ? and the same was recom- 
mitted to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the same commit- 
tee, reported a bili for the relief of Samuel Hix- 
on, Sons, and others, which was read twice and 
committed. 

THE MINT. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG gave notice that he should, 
on fo-morrow, ask the House to go into Commit- 
tee of the Whole onthe state of the Union, on 
the bil supplementary to the act entitled “An 
act establishing a mint and regulating the coins 
of the United States.” He gave asa reason for 
so doing, the indispensable necessity of passing 
this bill at the commencement of the year. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of John 
Baptist Granger; which was read twice, and made 
the order of the day for Friday week. 

Mr. PATTERSON, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Norman Holt; 
which was read twice, and, on motion of Mr. DA- 
VÍS, (after a slight verbal amendment, moved by 
Mr. HOWELL, wasadopted,) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee en the 
Public Lunds, reported a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of John Graham, late Receiver of the Public 
Moneys at Huntsville, Alabama, which was read 
twice and committed. 

WEST POINT ACADEMY. 

The House then procesded to the consideration 
of the motion made by Mr. PEARCE of Rhode 
Island, on yesterdzy, to reconsider the vote of the 
House on Monday last, by which the following res 
solution was laid on the table: 

Resolved, That the Select Committee appointed 
to investigate the affairs of the West Point Acade- 
my be authorized, by themselves, or a sub-come 
mittee, to visit the Academy, for the purpose 
mentioned in the resolution under which they were 
appointed. 

Mr. WARD remarked that, inasmuch as ase- 
lect committee had been appointed by the House, 
he was willing to accord to them what was their 
desire. It was their wish that they should have 
an opportunity of going, either in whole or bya 
sub-committee, to the institution referred to, for 
the purpose of procuring information, which they 
think will be important to the House and to the 
country. It was within the recollection of gene 
tlemen that: this question had been presented to 
the House for several years in succession, and on 
one occasion had been referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, That committee gave the 
subject the most deliberate attention, and present- 
ed areport to the House, which Mr. W. con- 
Other gentlemen, how- 
ever, not being satisfied, brought the subject 
again before Congress, and a select committee was 
appointed to inguire not only into the alleged 
abuses of that institution, but also into the expedi 
ency of abolishing it altogether, The committee 
was raised, and made a report, which never had 
been printed by the House. : ‘ 

- [Mr. W. observed that it was suggested by 8 
gentleman near him that the difficulty might be 
obviated by moving to have that report printed.] 


He repeated thatinasmuch as the House had'ap- 
pointed this committee, which was, perhaps, to be 
regretted, and they had asked of the House the 
privilege of visiting the institution, he, for one, 
was cntirely willing they should do so, because he 
was firmly of the opinión that however prejudiced 
they might have been heretofore, when they went 
to that institution, and got through with their ex- 
amination, they would return differently impressed, 
and report to the House that they were entirely 
satisfied, It was with this view that he should now 
record his vote in favor of a reconsideration 
of the resolution; and when it came up for 
adoption or rejection, he wauld also then re- 
cord his vote in its favor, It was well known 
that severs} years the Fyecutive had annually 
appointed a board of visiters tu examine into the 
affuirs of the Wes: Point Ac dit would 
also be recollected that ho: e visiters may 
have been prejudiced ugainst the institution when 
they went there, that, with one single exception, 
there had not been a report against it. 

Mr. W, said it was not his intention then to de- 
tain the House with an inquiry into the merits of the 
institution, but he wished to te nt occasion tc 
say, that one of the most d ed officers of 
the army bal made this deciar ito him: Slt is 
my opinion tuat the Military Acac sat West 
Point is better calculati d to keep ative the military 
spirit of the country than any other institution; 
and I should rather see the army disbanded, and 
have it made known to me that 1 must leave the 
service of the United States forever, than to see 
this institution go down, or its usefulness impaired 
in the slightest degree.” But, continued Mr. W, 
the officers of the army, it is to be apprehended, 
will entertain the opinion that they not the fa- 
vorites of the Congress of the United States, because 
the tenure «cf their office had, of late, been ren- 
dered uncertain by the numerous efforts to alt r 
the present organization uf the army, by cutiing 
off or dismissing a portion of the officers from the 
service. Besides, after having been Jed to believe 
that the bill brought forward daring the jast ses- 
sion of Congress, proposing to equalize and regu- 
late the pay of the officers of the army and navy 
of the United States, would haye passed in the 
shape in which it had been, originally reported, 
how were they Gisappointed! Why, when they 
came to examine it, ater it had becom: alaw, they 
found it to be a biit to regulate the pay of the offi- 
cers of thenavy only. 

The principle of equalizing the pay of the two 
services is both just and equitable, und its ab 
donment wes a source of deep regret and mort 
cation to the army- Such a bill would Rave been 
productive of much good, both to the officers of 
the two branches of service, and tothe public ; for 
their pay being equalized, they would have been 
better able to co-operate in their official duties, 
without difficulty, embarrassment, jealousy, or ill 
feeling. The varicus grades cughi to be assim. 
lated, and thus rendered equal in estimation- 
Surely it could not be the intention of the Go. 
evrnment to reward the services of one arm of the 
national defence, andto neglect the other; or to ex- 
alt the one at, the expense of the ether; or todeciare 
to the nation that the one was deemed move im- 
portant, honorable, or its services more meritori- 
ous than the other. Such a distinction would be 
invidious, aud he therefore trusted that as justice 
had been extended to the one, it would not be 
long witheid from the other; and that et no dis 
tent dey they would be placed on an equal fovting 
in every respect. aye 

Mr, W. stated he was further impressed that it 
was time this question in relation to the institution 
at West Point, should be putat resi; for until it 
wag, they must expect to bave the busis-ess of the 

t of the 


past 


ations for its expenses. 

Mr. JARVIS then moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the tsbie. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said there seemed to be 


more aitract on at. the other esd of the house the 
at this, and he would therefore move a cal of 
the House, which was negatived. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL then called for the yeas 
and nays upon the motion to isy the motion to re- 
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consider. on the table; which were ordered, and 
were yeas 86; nays 77. $ 
Se the resolution was laid on the table. 


-Mir, PEARCE of Rhode. Island; moved a sus- | 


pension of the rule, for the purpose of submitting 
a resolution, in substance, as follows: : 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to communicate. to this House, 
if in bis epinion not incompatible with the public 
interest, whether any steps: have been taken to 
recover of the Kingdom of Denmark the value of 
their prize ships captured by the squadron cem- 
manded by the chevalier John Paul Jones, in the 
year 1778, sent into the port of Bergen, Norway, 
a part of the Danish dominions, and valued by 
Dr. Benjamin Franklin at 59,009 pounds sterling, 
and unlawfully delivered up by the Danish officers 
to the British authorities; and whether any re- 
Hinguishment of said claim bas ever been made, 
and, if so, upon what consideration. 

The House refused to suspend the rule by a 
vote of—ayes 67, noes not counted. 


EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATION, 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the resolution (submitted by Mr. WISE,)-reported 
from the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, as follows: 


‘Resolved, That so much of the President’s mese 
sage as relates to the “ condition of the various 
Executive Depariments, the ability and integrity 
with which they have been conducted, the vigilant 
and faithful discharge of. the public business in all 
of them, and the causes of complaint, from any 
quarter, at the manner in which they have fulfilled 
the objects of their creation,” be referred to a se- 
lect commiitee, to consist of nine members, with 
power fo sen? for persons and papers, and with 
instructions to inquire into the condition of the va- 
rious Executive Departments, the ability snd in- 
tegrity with wnich they have been conducted, 
into the manner in which the public business 
has beeu cischarged in all of them, and into 
all cayses of complaint, from any quarter, at 
the manner ia which said departments, or their 
bureaus or offices, or any of their officers or agents 
of every description whatever, directly ov indirectly 
connected with them in: any manner, officially or 
unofficially, in duties pertaining to the public in- 
terest, have fulfilled or failed: to accomplish the 
objects of their creation, or have violated ther 
duties, or have injured and impaired the public 
service end interest; and that said committee, in 
its inquiries, may refer to such periods of time as 
to them may seem expedient and proper.” 

The question pending, was the following amend- 
ment, moved by Mr. PEARCE of Rhode Island: 
Strike out all after the word “resolved,” and in- 
sert the following: 

“That so much of the President’s message as 
isin the following Words, to wit: * Before con- 
cluding this paper, I think it is due to the various 
Executive Departments to bear testimony to their 
prosperous condition, and to the ability and inte- 
grity wih which they have been conducted. It 
has been my aim to enforce in all of them a vigi- 
lant and faithful discharge of the public business; 
and it is gratifying tome to believe that there is 
no just cause of complaint, from any quarter, at 
the manner in which they have fulfilled the objects 
of their creation, be referred to a select commit- 
tee of nine members, with instructions to inquire 
into any specific causes of complaint which may 
be alleged against the integrity of the administra- 
tion of sny of the departments, or their bureaus, 
or the vigilance and fidelity with which their du- 
ties have been dischasged, and that said committee 
have power to send for persons end papers.” 

Me. LANE, who was entitled to the ficor, ad- 
dressed the House at length, in reply to the re- 
marks of Messrs. PEYTON, UNDERWOOD, and 
WISE, re are 

Assoon as Mr L. had concluded, Mr. HOWELL 
obtained the flesr, on whose motion, 

The House adjourned, 


SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE PATENT OFFICE. 

The following gentlemen were appointed a se- 
lect committee to inquire what loss has been sus- 
tained by the destruction of the Patent Office, and 


| 


om 


what messures are necessary to restore’ th 
cords, drawings, models, &e. 00) E 
Mr. HARPER of Pennsylvania, : 
PARKER of New Jerseys 
TAYLOR of New York, 
JACKSON of Massachusetts, 
RICHARDSON of South Carolina. 


IN SENATE, 
Tacrsnay, Dec, 22, 1836. . 

The following message was received from the 
President of the United States, on the subject of 
Texas, by Mr. Jackson, his Secretary. : 

[Given in the proceedings of the House. J w; 

The message having been read, — - i . 

Mir. BUCHANAN moved that it be printed, and 
with the documents, referred to the Committee on 
Foreign: Relations. After the committee. should 
have examined the papers, Mr. B. said: that they 
would make such a report to the Senate as might 
be necessary, 

‘This motion was adopted, and 1506 extra copies 
were ordered to be printed. HEEN mes 

Petitions and memorials .were presented by 
Messrs: BROWN, RIVES, WALL, LINN, TOM- 
LINSON, WALKER, NICHOLAS, KING of Ala- 
bama, KiNG of Georgia and RUGGLES.) fs 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, nok 

O deed, That so much of the President’s mes- 
sage os relates to depredations on private. property’ 
by the hostile Indians, be referred’ to: the Commit- 
tee on Claims. ; : poni 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported, without amendment, the blil in 
addition to the act for the better organization of 
the Courisof the United States for the district of 
Alabama, oe 

Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committes on 
Roads and Canals, reported, witht amendments, the 
bil to authorize the East F.crida Railroad compa. 
ny to constructa railroad through the lands of the 
United States. : : ee: 

Mr. HENDRICKS gave notice that.-he would, 
to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill to'ipur- 
chase, on the part of the United States, the private 
stock in the Louisville and Portland canal... 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from. the Committee on Fo- 
reign Relations, reported without- amendment the 
bill for the relief of the-executrix of: Richard W. 
Meade, deceased. he ad 

Mr. WEIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had been referred the petition of sundry 

‘hardware merchants on the subject, reported a bill 
to repeal the provisos in the th and 12th clauses 
of the 83; which was read, and or- 


. tariff act of 1832; 
dered toa second reading. ; ; 
Biv. WRIGHT, from the same committee, res 
ported without amendment the bill to allowsa 
drawback on cordage manufactured from import- 
ed hemp when exported. 4 
Mr. HENDRICKS, on leave, intreduced.a bill 
to authorize certain internal improvements in Elori+ 
da; which was read twice, and referred. i 
Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, reported without amendment, the bill to‘au- 
thorize Peter Warner of Indiana, to .enler’a cer- 
tain half section of land. eee 
Me WHITE, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the papers ef Benjamin 
Murphy, reported a dill for his relief; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. ne 
Mr. LINN, on leave, introduced a Dill to con- 
act for the final adjustment of 
in Missouri; which was read 


IGHT, on leave, introduced w bilin-ad- 
sihe ast to provide more effectually for the 
tof accounts between the United States 
rs of the public moneys; which was 
read twice, and referred. 


twice, a 


Mp. WRIGHT, on leave, also introduced a bill 
ant ing the indemnity aceruing to the citizens 
of the Umted States under the convention with 


France of the. 4th July, 1831, and under the con- 
ventio i with the Kingdom of the Two Sie les of 
the 4th October, 1839; which was read twice snd 
referred. me f eer, 
Mr. SWIFT, on leave, introduced a bill to pro- 
vide for the moral and religious instructieg of the 


-army}-a'80,.a-billto incorporate. the Manual Lasor 
School and: Male Orphan Asylum Society in the 
city of Washington; which were severally twice 
read and referred. eee: 

Mr.. NICHOLAS, on leave, introduced a bill to 


of.claims to land. under the grants to Baron Bas- 
trop and the Marquis Maison Rouge, in Louisiana, 
and under certain grants in Arkansas; which was 
twice read and referred. 

Mr: WALKER submitted the following resolu- 


© tiop, which les on the table one day: 


-, Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 

instructed to inquire into the expediency of mak- 
ing an additional appropriation for deepening the 
channel near the mouth of the Pascagoula river, in 
the State of Mississippi; aad also of making an ap- 
propriation for a survey of the channel of the Pearl 
river, in the same State, near the mouth of said 
river, with a view to a removal of the obstructions 
in the same. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of in- 
vereasing the salary of the District. Judge of the 
United States for the State of Mississippi, and of 
changing the time of holding the sessions of said 
court, 

‘Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of mak- 
ing an appropriation for a survey of the harbor of 
the city of Natchez, with a view to. the improve- 
mient of said harbor. 

Mr. HENDRICKS submitted the following re- 
solution, which. lies on the table one day: 

\Resolwed, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
ey of making an appropriation for the construc- 
tion of the Cumberland road in the States of 
Ohio, Indiana and Hlinois. 

“The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the resolution, submitted by Mr. EWING of 
Ohio, to rescind the Treasury order in relation to 
the payments at the United States land offices. 

Mr. WEBSTER continued and concluded his 
speech, commenced yesterday, in favor of the re- 
solution; after which 

Mr. NILES addressed the Senate at some length 
in opposition to the resolution. 

Mr, RIVES, then, after some remarks, offered 
an amendment to the resolution, which, not being 
considered in order, before the second reading, 

On motion by Mr HUBBARD, and by general 
consent, the resolution was read the second time, 


vand ; : 

Mr. RIVES submitted the following amend- 
ment as à substitute for the resolution, which was 
ordered to be, printed. 3 

Resolved, ‘That hereafter all sums of money ac- 
cruing or becoming payable to the United States, 
whether for eustoms, public lands, taxes, debts, or 
otherwise, shall be collected and paid. only in the, 
legal currency of the United States, or in the notes 
of banks which are payable and paid on demand 
in the said legal currency, under the following re- 
strictions and conditions in regard to such notes— 
thatis, from and after the passage of this resolu- 
tion, the notes of no bank which: shail issue bills 
or notes of a less denomination than five dollars, 
shallbe received in payment of the public dues; 

from und after the first day of July, 1839, the 
notes.of no bank which shall issue bills or notes 


ofa less denomination than ten dollars, shall | 


be receivable; and from and after the ist of 
July, 1841, the Tike: prohibition shall be extended 
tothe notes of all banks.isguing: bills or notes of a 
less denomination than -twenty dollars; but the 
public debtors shall have the option of paying 
either inthe said legal currency, or in the notes of 
banks of the description above mentioned, in good 


_ provide for the legal adjudication and settlement 


- credit; provided, however, that no notes shell.be | 


taken in payment by the colectors or receivers, | 


which the banks in which they are to be-deposit- 

ed shall not be willing to pass to the credu of the 

United States as cash. 
The Senate then adjourned over to Monday 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Taunspay, December 22, 1536, 
CUMBERLAND ROAD. 
The first business in order was the resolutions of 
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the State of Illinois, in relation to the locating of 
the National road in Hlinois, so as ta cause it to 
pass through Alton, presented on a former day by 
Mr. REYNOLDS of that State. - 

Mr. REYNOLDS addressed the House for some 
time in advocacy of the route proposed by way of 
Alton, and concluded by moving their reference to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals,- - 

Mr. HARRISON of Missouri inquired of the 
gentleman from Illinois; if his motion to refer was 
intended also to embrace instructions: to the com- 
mittee to report a bill in pursuance of the resolu- 
tions presented; because, if so, Mr. H. wished to 
have an opportunity of replying to the gentleman. 

Mr. REYNOLDS replied, that his motion did 
not embrace instructions. i 

The motion to refer was then agreed to. 

Petitions and memorials were ‘presented by 
Messrs. ADAMS and LAWRENCE, of Massacbu- 
setts, 

tr PEARCE of Rhode Island. 

Messrs. RUSSELL, WARDWELL, HARD, 
WARD, and HUNTINGTON, of New York. ` 

Messrs. DENNY and INGERSOLL of Penn- 
sylvania. f : i 

TEXAS. z 

The following message in writing was received 
from the President of the United States, by. the 
hands of his Private Secretary, ANDREW JACKSON, 
JR. Esq. 

To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

During the last session information was given to 
Congress, by the Executive, that measures had 
been taken to ascertain “the political, military, 
and civil condition of Texas.” I now submit, for 
your consideration, extracts from the report of 
the agent, who had been appointed to collect it, 
relative to the condition-of that country. 

No steps have been taken by the Executive 
towards the acknowledgment of the independence 
of Texas; and the whole subject would have been 
left without further remark, on the information 


now given to Congress, were it not that the two | 


Houses, at their last session, acting separately, 
passed reslutions “that the independence of 
Texas ought to be acknowledged by the United 
States, whenever satisfactory information should 
be received that it had in successful ope- 
ration a civil government capable of perform- 
ing the dutics and fulfilling the obligations 
of au independent power”? This mark cf jnter- 
est in the question of the independence of Texas, 
and indication of the views of Congress, make it 
proper that I should, somewhat in detail, present | 
the considerations that -have governed the Execu- į 
tive in continuing to occupy the ground previously 
taken in the contest between Mexico and Texas. | 
The acknowledgment of a new State as inde- 
pendent, and entitled toʻa place in the family of 
nations, is at all times an act of great deli- 
cacy and responsibility; but more especially so, 
when such State has forcibly separated itself from 
another, of which it had formed an integral part, 
and which still claims dominion over it. A pre- 
mature recognition, under these circumstances, if 


not looked upon as justifiable cause of war, is al- | 


ways liable tobe regarded as a proof of an un- 
friendly spirit to one of the contending parties. 
Ail questions relative to the government of fo- 
reiga nations, whether of the old or the new 
world, have been treated by the United 
States as questions of fact only, and our predeces- 
sors have cautiously abstained from deciding upon 
them, until the clearest evidence was in their pos- 
session, to enable them not only to decide correct- 
ly, but to shield their decisions from every un- 
worthy imputation. In all the contests that have 
arisen out cf the revolutions of France, out of the 
disputes relating to the crowns of Portugal and 
Spain, out cf the revolutionary movements in these 
Kingdoms,out of the separation of the American pos- 
sessions of both from the European Governments, 
anc out of the numerous and constantly occurring 
struggles for dominion in Spanish Americs, so 
wisely-consistent with our just principles has been 
the action of our Government, that we have, under 


_sure, and encountered no other evil than that pro- 
duced bya transient estrangemént of good will in 


t 
| four Governm 
f the most critical circumstances, aveided all cen- 


i these against whom we 


` er of recognition, 


RENE PND AS eee, 
have been, by force of evj- 
dence, compelled to decide. . 

It has thusbeen made known tothe world that the 
uniform policy and practiceofthe United Statesis, to 
avoid all interference in disputes, wbich merely 
relate to the internal gevernment of other nas 
tions, and eventually to recognise the authority of 
the prevailing party, without reference to our 
particular interesis and views, or to the merits of 
the original controversy. Public opinion here is 
so firmly established and well understood in favor 
of this pslicy, that no serious disagreement has 
ever arisen.among ourselves in relation to it, al- 
though brought uxder review ina variety of forms, 
and at periods when the minds of the people were 
greatly excited by the agitation of topics purely 
domestic in their character. Nor has any deliber 
rate inquiry ever been instituted in Congress, or 
in any of our législative bodies, as to whom bee. 
longed the power of originally recognising a new 
State; a power, the exercise of which is equivalent, 
under some circumstances, to a declaration of 
war; 3 power nowhere expressly delegated, and 
only granted in the constitution as it is necessarily 
involved in some of the great powers given to 
Congress; in that given to the President and Se- 
nate to. form treaties with foreign powers, and to 
appoint ambassadors and other public ministers; 
and in that conferred upon the President to receive 
ministers from foreign nations, . - 

In the preamble to the resolution of the House 
of Representatives, it is distinctly intimated, that 
the expediency of recognising the independence 
of Texas should be left to the decision of Con- 
gress. In this view, on the ground of expedi- 
ency, Lam disposed to concur; and do not, there- 
fore, consider it necessary to express'any opinion 
as to the strict. constitutional right of the Execu- 
tive, either apart from or in conjuction with the 
Senate, over the subject. It is to be presumed 
that on no future occasion willa dispute arise, as 
none has heretefore occurred, between the Exe- 
cutive and Legislature in the exercise of the pow- 
t willalways be considered com 
sistent with the spirit of the constitution, and most 
safe, that it should be exercised when probably lead- 
ing to war, with a previous understanding with that 
body by whom war can alone be declared, and 
by whom all the provisions for sustaining its perils, 
must be furnished. Hts submission to Congress, 
which represents in one of its branches the States 


| ofthis Union, and in the other the people of the 


United States, where there may be reasonable 
ground to apprehend so grave a consequence, 
would certainly afford the fullest satisfaction to our 
own country, and a perfect guaranty to all other 
nations, of the justice and prudence of the mea- 


! sures which might be adopted. 


In making these suggestions, it is not my pur- 
pose to relieve myself from the responsibility of 
expressing my own opinions of the course the in- 
terests of our country prescribe, and its honor per- 
mits uy to follow. 

It is scarcely to be imagined thata question of 
this character could be presented in relation te 
which it would be more difficult for the United 
States to avoid exciting the suspicion and jealous 
of other powers, and maintain their established 
character for fair and impartial dealing; but on 
this, as on every other trying occasion, safety is to 
be found in avigid adherence to principle. < : 

In the contest between Spain and her revolted 
colonies, we stood aloof, and waited, not only 
until the ability of the new States to protect them- 
selves was fully established, but until the danger 
of their being again subjugated had entirly 
passed away. Then, and not till then, were they’ 
recognised. Such was our course in regard to 
Mexico herself, The same policy was observed 
in all the disputes growing cut of the separation 
into distinct Governments of those Spanish Ameri- 
can States, who began or carried on the contest 
with the parent country, united under one form 
of government. We acknowiedged the sepa- 


| rate Independence of New Granada, of Venezuela, 


and ef Ecuador, only after their independent exist- 
ence was no longer a subject of dispute, or was ac- 
tually acquiesced in by those with whom they had 
been previously united. It is true that, with regard 
to Texas, the civil authority of Mexico has been ex- 


pelled, its invading army defeated, the Chief of 
the Republic himself captured, and all present 
power to control the newly organized Govern- 
ment of Texas annihilated within its confines, 
But, on the other hand, there is, in appearance 
at least, an immense disparity of physical force on 
the side of Mexico. The Mexican Republic, un- 
dcranother Executive, is rallying its forces under 
a new leader, and menacing a fresh invasion to 
recover its lostdominion. Upon the issue of this 
threatened invasion, the independence of Texas 
may be considered as suspended; and were there 
nothing peculiar in the relative situation of the 
United States and Texas, cur acknowledgment of 
its independence at such a crisis could scarcely be 
regarded as consistent with thet prudent re- 
serve with which we have heretofore held 
-ourselves bound to treat all similar questions. 
But there are circumstances 
of the two countries which require us to act, 
on’ this. occasion, with even more than our 
wonted caution. Texas was once claimed as a 
part of our property; and there are those among 
our citizens who, always reluctant to abandon that 
claim, cannot but regard with solicitude the pros- 
pect of the re-union of the territory to this coun 
try. A large proportion of its civilized inhabitants 
are emigrants from the United States, speak the 
same language with ourselves, cherish the same 
principles, political and religious, aad are bound 
to many of our citizens by ties of friendship and 
kindred blood; and more than «lJ, itis known that 
the people of that country have instituted the 
same form of Government with our own, and have, 
since the close of your last session, openly re 
on the acknowledgement by us of their inde- 
pendence, to seek: for admission into the Union 
as one of the Federal States. ‘This last circum- 
stance is a matter of peculiar delicacy, and forocs 
upon us coasiderations of the gravest character. 
The title of Texas to the territory she claims is 
identified with her independence. She asks us to 
acknowledge that title to the territory, with an 
avowed design to treat immediately of its transfer 
to the United States. It becomes us to beware of 
a too early movement, as it might subject us, how- 
ever unjustly, to the imputation of seeking to 
establish the claim of our neighbors to a territory, 
with a view to its subsequent acquisition by our- 
selves.” Prudence, therefore, seems to dictate that 
we should still stand aloof, and maintain our pre- 
sent attitude, if not until Mexico itself, or one of 
the great foreign powers, shail recognise the 
‘independence of the new Government, at least 
until the lapse of time cr the course of 
events shall have proved, beyond cavil or dis- 
pute, the ability of the people of that country 
to maintain their separate sovereignty, and to up- 
hold the Government constituted by them. Nei- 
ther of the contending parties can justly complain 
of this course. By pursuing if, we are but carry- 
ing out the. long established policy of our Govern- 
ment—a policy which has secured to us respect 
and influence abroad, and inspired confidence at 
home, 


Having thus discharged my duty, by present- 
ing, with simplicity and direciness, the views 
which, after much reflection, L have been led te 


Government, I sball promptly and cordially unite 
with you in such measures as may be deemed best 
fitted to increase the prosperity and, perpetuate 
the peace of our favored country. | 

, 7 ANDREW JACKSON. 
Wasutneton, Dec. 21, 1856. 


The message having been read— 


Mr. HOWARD moved that it be referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and be printed. 


Mr. BRIGGS, on leave, moved that 10,000. 


extra copies be printed. 

u Mr, PEARCE of Rhode Island -moved 20,000, 

which Mr. Briggs accepted as a modification. 
The motion to refer was agreed to nem. dim. 


in the relations’ 
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Mr. PICKENS said he hoped that it would be 
distinctly understood, that a report would soon 
be bad on this important subject. He had no ob- 
jection to the reference of the subject. to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, because he consi- 
dered that committee as representing the domi- 
nant party—the party that now ruled the destinies 
of the country; and he hoped they would take 
the responsibility of making a report on this most 
important subject as soon a8. convenient. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY opposed the printing of 
so large a number of copies, and went on to show 
that there was nouse init. He instanced the do- 
cuments accompanying the President’s message 
at the commencement of the session, of which the 
House had ordered 15,009 copies, and nb more 
than five or six had, as yet, been laid on the table 
of each member, while they found the same infor- 
mation in every paper eoming from their own dis. 
tricts. Such, he contended, woud be the ‘case 
with the present document. He was wiling to 
print as much as possible for the information of the 
people, but not to support the printer; and would 
vote for the printing of 10,000 copies of the mes- 
sage, but no more. : 

Mr. PEARCE of R. I. said this was one of the 
most important documents ever presented to the 
country, whether viewed in a prospective or any 
other light, and the subject of which the people 
generally felt a most deep interest. It could not 
but be known that a great change had taken place 
throughout the Union on the Texan cause since the 
Jast session of Congress, and it would be seen that 
the surmises of the vies of the Chief Magistrate 
had allturned out to be erronsous. He repelled 
the idea that the printing of 20,000 copies of this 
document was with the view of giving the printers 
a job, for that number would only give some one 
or two copies to each towns. : 

Mr. HOAR agreed; on gencral principles, with 
the gentleman from Ohio, for, not unfrequently, 
had documents been ordered to be printed by that 
House which had ne other cffect than to render 
the paper on which it was printed less valuable 
than before. This, however, was nota document 
of that description, and he bestowed upon it the 
highest commendation. It was deserving’ of pre- 
servation, and ought to be printed in a form for 
that purpose. The number was by no means too 
large, and he would cheerfully have voted for a 
Jarger number than 20,000. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina bad no ob- 
jection to any number, but he could not heip ex- 
pressing his surprise at the exiracrdinary coinci- 
dence onallsides on the merits of a question. in- 
volving so many interests, though he shoul not 
have been surprised if 100,000 extra copies. had 
been proposed, or even its printing on satin. He 
hoped the subject would be postponed, and gave 
notice that, when the report of the Committee on 
Foreign Relations came in, he should address the 
House atlength. 

Mr. CRAIG was in favor of the larger number. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY witbdrew his opposition to 
the motion. i 

Mr. WISE should vote for the largest number, 
not because he was so decidedly of opinion that 
the message was what it shouldbe, for he did not 
pretend to judge of. it, as seme gentlemen seemed 
to do, by instinct. This, however, he -would say, 
that, notwithstanding it seemed to profess mode- 
ration, pradence, and wisdom, he hesitated not to 
say, that if, under these pretences, this Govern- 
ment proposed withholding its aid, and assistance, 
and countenance, from a people struggling for bhu- 
man rights and civil liberty, he was against it toto 
colo. Dang s 

Mr. HOWARD expressed his concurrence with 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, who made the 
motion to print twenty thousand copies of this do- 
cument. He considered there ought.to be a large 
number printed for distribution among the people 
of thecountry. He also. concurred in opinion with 
the gentleman from Virginia, that it. was impossi- 
ble, from hearing the message read, to form an 
opinion as to its merits. It asserted a principle 


megt important, and required to be aeted on with | 
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and the question recurring on the motion to print 
: the extra copies—~ 


| when a proposition was made to print a certain’ 
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great deliberation; he was therefore in fe 
distributing it to ihe people of the country, s0 

that they might have an opportinity of forming an. 

opinion thereon, Ta Se Se Be 
" Mr. BOON observed, that circtimataticés’ vety 
frequently altered cases. He was astonished to hear’ 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr, Whittlesey) obje 
to the printing of this very important document: 
would be recoliccted that a few sessiöns bág 


Post Office report, the printing of a solitary num- 
ber of which would cost more thah a thousand co- 
pies of this message, that gentlemen did ‘not then 
object to printing large numbers of the doéu-’ 
ment. Now, when an éxtra number of this docu- 
ment was wanting, gentlemen said it would be pub- 
ished inthe newspapers. Mer. W. said, however, 
that it mast be recollected that a large number of 
the tax payers of this country were ‘not’sub A 
bers to rewspapers; therefore it was necessary’ 
that extra numbers should be printed for distribu. 
tion. He only regretted that the gentleman had 
noi moved to print forty thousand. 

The question was then taken on the motion: fo" 
print 20,C00 ‘extra copies, which was agreed to. 

Petitions and memorials were then further pre~ 
sentéd by Mr, TURNER of Maryland. eae 

-Mr. MORGAN of Virginia. 

Mr. HAWKINS of North Carolina. — ve hy 
Messrs. CALHOON, UNDERWOOD, FRENCH, 
and WILLIAMS of Kentucky. : : ee 

Mr. HUNTSMAN of Tennessee. me 

Messrs. BOON and DAVIS of Indiana. 

Mr, CLAIBORNE of Mississippi. 

Mr. MAY of Ilinois, ae ees 

[Mr. May presented the petition of John Dow-’ 
ling, praying that an set may be passed enabling 
him to receive from the War Department the 
amount of pay due to Lieutenant Lewis Gale at 
the time of his death.] n a 

Messrs. LEWIS and LYON, of Alabamai > 5 

Mr. HARRISON, of ‘Missouri. mie paged 

{Mr. Hlannison of Missouri presented the pe 
tition of Jonathan Boone, praying a change of 
entry, ae: s $ 

Also, of Robert Murray, for the same purpuse. 

Also, of numerous citizans of the State of Mig.’ 
sour, praying for a grant of lands for the purpose: 
of making a road from the seat of Government in 
Missou:i, by Little Rock, to the Mississippi river. ]. 

Mr. WHITE of Florida, and Mr ADAM 
Massachusetts, . ne ia 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Commit: 
tee of Claims, reported a bhl for the relief. of 
James L, Kennon; which was read twice and 
committed. EENEN 

Mr. BEALE, from the Committee on: Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bil for the relief of ‘William 
Glover; which was read twice and committed, : _ 

Mr. HOAR, from the Committee on Lavatit’ 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief: of John’ 
Fawcett; which was read twice and committed, ~~ 

@a motion of Mr. SEYMOUR, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Pest OMicé 
ard Post Roads be instructed to inquiré into the 
expcdiency of establishing a post route from thé’ 
village of Binghampten, in the county, of Broome, 
and Siate of New Yorks. through: Windsor ‘and 
Sanford, te the villarge of Depost, in the county 
of Delaware, in said State. i 

On motion of Mr, BOCKER, 

Lesolved, That the Cammittee on Public Lands 

e instructed to squire into the expe liency of 
making provision, by law, for the satisfaction of. 
miñtary isnd warrants, issued by the United 
States in satisfaction of claims for bounty land for: 

i ing the revolutionary war. ae 
sien of Mr. HARD, i i ; 

Hesolved, That the Committee of Claims be ins; 
structed to inquire into the expediency cf aHew=; 
ing additional compensation to Joel Bysinger of. 
New York, for the destruction ef- property m the 
late war, and for the use of buildings for the Ame- 
rican army. vad A 

Gn motion of Mr. TURNER, . ‘ 

Resolved, ‘That the several memorials and: petis: 
tions now on file in this: House, praying foran ape! 
propriation to bé made for the removal of abstruce 
tions in the bay below theport of Havre de Grae, 
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Maryland, near Specucie island, be refer 
Committee on Commerce. a i ; 

MINT. OF THE UNITED STATES.. ..- 

Mr, CAMBRELENG asked the consent of the 
House to take up the ‘Mint Bill? He hoped 
the request would be assented to, for it wep bighly 
important that the bili should be passed by the first 
of the year, inasmuch as it was proposed. to take 
effect from and.after the first day of January next, 

-and this was the. last day of the present week on 
which it-coulti-be acted on. l 

_ Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina objecting, 

. Mr: CAMBRELENG moved a suspension of the 
rale for the purpose, which motion prevailed by a 
vote of 89 to 37. , i 

On. motion of the same gentleman, the House 
then went into Committee of the whole. on the 
state of the Union, Mr. Mcsizsnere inthechasir, 
and took up the bill, the tide of which is as fol- 
lows: “Anact establishing a mint, and regulating 
the coins of the United States? _ 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved the substitute here- 
tofore reported, which was the same in subs‘ance 
as the bill reported last year, with a few verbal al- 
terations. 

The bill, as amended, having been read, and some 
further verbal amendments agreed to, on motion 
Mr. CAMBRELENG, ofter some explanatory re- 
marks from that gentieman in relation to the cop. 
per coin— 

Mr. ADAMS remarked, that this was a bill of 
too much importance to be hurried through. 
Moreover he had bad no opportunity of giving it 
a private examination, and to the best of his be- 
lief'it had not been laid on the tables of the mem- 
bers. He also adverted to the change introduced 
by. deprec'ating the copper coin. 

Mr, CAMBRELENG explained that the bill 
was before the House last session, and the amended 
bili had been laid on the tables of members ten 
days since. Mr. ©. explained the matter 
about copper coin, by showing that the loss was 
very immaterial, and that upon silver none at all, 
-only that its weight would be diminished by les- 
sening the alloy. 

“Mr. ADAMS could not consent to move x step 
on this-bil without having had an opportunity of 
examining it, and he shoul! therefore move that 
the committee rise; lost—ayes 65, woes 63; the 
Chair voting in the negative, the noes were 66, 

“Me. JARVIS stated that there would be no 
change whatever in the value of the doler, be- 
cause there was to be the same amount of pure 
silver in the new dolar which was contained in the 
old dollar. 

Mr. INGERSOLL considered i.e reduction of 
the weight of the copper coin very small, only 
44 per cent.; an alteration se.reely adapted tu the 
angmented price ef copper. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts was entirely right as to the original 
weight of the copper coin; but, in consequence 
of the augmeuted price of copper, changes had 
been made fiom time to time, wi alterat ons 
he considered very immaterial, un‘ess this coin 
was to be made a l tenders. En relation 


red to the 


to. the silver cola, there was no alleration 

at all, the amount of pure siises being the 

dollar, 43 in t 
: 


ald 
standard of 
heretofore, 
least a siha- 


ae better 


same in the proposed 
dollar. He also stated t 
value would not be frasi 
which, if hot an impre 
plification, ‘ihe bill also provi 
security of the public. pri 
officers to give greater secu 
and provided for a general director of 
tution, Whose business it shoald be to 
the whole operations of this impartant ins 
The dill also provided g feilt 
ing coin for bullion to i 
bullion for coinage: , moved to strike 
out the provision that copper c should be a le 
al tender, according to their nominal. value; 
which motion was agreed to. 
Mr. ADAMS then moved to strike out the sec- 
tion’ which related to the č ins, soas te 
leave them at their prese l made 
some remarks in sunpert e motion, snd in 
reply tọ-the gentleman from Pennsylvania. He 


the 


as 


believed that the mint might now ge en in coin- 
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ing copper, and at the same, time be.making a 
very considerable profit. He saw no necessity for 
this reduction, and hoped. it would not be made. 

Mr. McKIM stated that he was largely engaged 
in the copper: business, and knew the value of it, 
He considered the reduction necessary to prevent 
the copper coin from being melted up. a 

‘Mr. INGERSOLL suggested ihat it would be 
better to alter the standard contained in the bill 
than to strike out the section altogether. 

Mr. HARPER then moved to strike out 140, and 
insert. 168 grains. © ae ` 

After some further remarks -by Mr. GILLET, 
the motion of Mr. HARPER was disagreed to, 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the committee then 
rose and reported progess; and, on motion of the 


same gentleman, 


The House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, December 23, 1836. 


: CUMBERLAND ROAD.. 

Mr. ASHLEY asked leave of the Houte to make 
a few remarks in relation to himself personally. 

Objection being made; 

Mr. A. would barely remark that it'was only 
with reference to his absence from the House yes- 
terday when a matter of great importance to his 
State and constijuents was before the House. Fe 
alluded to the resolutions presented by a gentle- 
man from Tlinois (Mr. Reynolds) from the Legis- 
lature of that State, on the location of the National 
road in Missouri and Mlinvis, He wished to make 
known that when that snbject came properly be- 
fore the House, he should be prepared to show 
the absurdity of the plan propoes-d in the resolu- 
tions. Inasmuch as objections had been made to 
his addressing’ the House, he should content him 
self with avowing his intention of mecting those 
resolutions, or any thing else on that subject, 
whenever they came un to receive the action 
of the House. 

Mr. ANTHONY asked the consent cf the House 
to make a motion that when the House adjourn 
this day, it adjourn over to Tuesday next; but it 
was objected to, and Mr. A. did net press the 
motion. 

Petitions and memorials. were then presented 
by Mr. WHITTLESEY of Connecticut, 


Messrs. RUSSELL and GILLET of New 
York. 


(Ms. Russren pres -nted the petition 
Freeman, the committee cf the estate 
of Ehjeh Freemen, a lunatic pensioner of the roll 
of revolutionary: pensioners ef the New York 
Agency, praying payment for arrears of pension, 
from the 4th March, 1820, hitherto; which, on mo- 
tion of Mr. R. waa referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pension 

Mr BEAUMONT of Pennsylvania. 

[On motion of Mr. Hopriss of Va, the petition 
of the heirs of Col. Wm. Edmonson, and David 
EXmonson, now on the files of the House, was re- 
ferred to a select committee ] ; 

Mr. W. B. SHEPARD of North Carolina. 

Mr. LURE LEA of Tennessee. — 

fic, REYNOLDS of Thino's. 

Rr. HARRISON of M it, 

[Mr Hamnison of Missouri moved that the peti- 
tion of the heirs of Daniel Boob, which was refer- 
red during last session to a select “committee, be 
referred to the select committee to which was, re- 
ferred the petition of the heirs of Col. Wm. Ed- 
mondson, which was done.] - > 

{Mrv Lawrence of X chusetts presented the 
Marine Society, for an ap- 
propristion for. the erection of a Fght-house on 
Nanset beach, Cape. Cod; alco, the memorial of 
ibe same ety, for an appropriation for the 
erection of buoys and spindles jn Boston harbor } 

"18, from the Committee on Naval Af 
irs; reported a bil granting a pension to Olive 
Grover: read twice and committed. 

Mr. COLES, from the Committee on Military 


of Stephen 
und person 


` Affairs, reported a bill to carry into effect the re- 


solution of Congress for erecting a monument to 
the memory of General Wooster; read twice and 
committed. f i 


Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of James He- 
on: read twice and committed. f 

Mr. STORER, from the Committee on Revol 
tionary Pensions, reported a biH for the relief of 
H. Taylor: read twice and committed 

Mr. STORER, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill for the relief of William York: read 
twice and committed. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, fromthe Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported the following bills: 

1. A bi for the relief of Abraham Woodhull; 

2. A bill for the retief of James A Williams; 

3. A bill for the relief of John Holiagsweood; 

4. A bil for the relief of William J. Phelps; 

5. A bill for the relief of Wiliam Walker; all 
which bi'ls were severally read twice and com: 
mitted. 

(Mr. Fray, from the Committee on Revolution. 
ary Pensions, made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of Christian Mattis. } ` 

NORTHWESTERN INDIANS. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the motion made on a former day by Mr. BELL 
to reconsider the vote of the House rejecting the 
following resolution, submitted by Mi, Joxzs of 
Wisconsin, on the 20th instant: 

Resofved, That the Committee on Kadian Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of ap- 
propriating money for holding treaties with, and. 
the purchase of the lands belonging to, the Sacs, 
Fox, Sioux, and Winnebago Indians, in Wisconsin 
Territory, and to provide for their removal west of 
the Mississippi river. A 

Mr. BELL remarked that he had since ascer- 
tained thatit would-be expedient.to hold treaties 
with some of the Indians referred 40; and, as it was 
a mere question of inquiry into the expediency of 
making the proposed appropriation, he had made 
the motion to reconsider, and hoped it would be 
concurred in by the House. ; 

The motion of Mr- BELL was agreed to, and 
the question recurring on the adoption of the re 
solution~- f : 

.Mr. GARLAND ef La, obseverved that if it was 
to be the policy of the Government to go on con- 
centrating the numerous tribes of Indians now 
within the limits of all the States, on the borders of 
Louisiana and Arkansas, he must enter his protest 
aganst it, He hoped the House would now give 
an expression of itsopinion on this subject, and not 
carry out this policy any further, 

Mr. BELL thought it would be the best policy 
of the Goverament to remove many of the tribes of 
Indians west of the % ppi; but a8 to what 
point was a question yet to be considered, He 
hoped, however, thatthe gentleman from Louisi- 
ana would waive his objection to this ution, a$ 
it was one merely directing en ing: be made. 

Mr. GARLAND of Leu d, that it 
was impossib} would be 
pursued hy the Committe dian Affaire, Lf it 
was so that the policy of the Government was not to 
be changed in relition to the removal of the Indian 
tribes west of the ¥ ippi, he was not disposed 
to havea reportof the Committee on Ind 
fairs in its favor, because there w 
in that Mouse who di 
ing the report cf a committee, 
en would meet this questic 
threshhold, and not permit the numerous Indian 
tribes to be focated en the borders of sne or two 
of the sputhwestern States, 

Mr. ASHLEY said, 
fee on Indian A 
State as deeply inte 
fo say afew we 


presen e from a 
as any other, he wished 
said there wasa largë 
number of the Indian tribes alre ady onthe w tof 
the Mississippi and, upon re fleet co 
ed it better that they .were there not; be: 
cause the Government cculd better protect then 
they were in 
ed up among 
: were in one 
relghborhoed they were as cne family, and were 
not subject to the same dissensione- which perva- 
ded the tribes when settled apart.: He would also 
maeh prefer, in time of war, to have them all in 


a 


} 
| 
j 
} 
7 


one body, and strike against the whele, than have 
to hunt them up when scattered over the different 
States. Heconcluded, by expressing the hope- 
that the subject might go to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, and there be disposed of, 


Mr. GARLAND of Virginia hoped .that the 
question, as to the policy of removing the Indians, 
would not now be discussed, on a mere question 
torefer a subject to the Committee on Indian Af 
fairs. This policy had been pursued for twenty 
years, and now the gentleman from Louisiana 
asked the House to go into the whole. subject 
again, upon a mere resolution of reference. He 
considered the policy entirely proper, and alluded 


to recent difficulties in Alabama snd Florida, as | 


an evidence of its expediency. He said, that since 
the Government had adopted this policy, we never 
had. had any difficulty’ with the Indians on our 
western frontier, and pointed to the difficulties 
which the Government had frequently had with 
the Indian tribes within the borders of the States. 
He concurred entirely with the gentleman frora 
Missouri, (Mr. Ashley,) that it was more safe to 
concentrate the Indians at one point; that gentle- 
man’s argument was conclusive and irrefutable, 
that the Government of the United States could 
more easily suppress any hostile intention, and re- 
pel any ‘sudden tmeasures of the Indians. He 
hoped the committee would be permitted to make 
the proposed inquiry, 

Mr. HARRISON of Missouri was not oppesed 
to the resolution on general grounds, and referred 
toa letter in the Missouri Republican, received 
by him this morning, stating that treaties with the 
Sacs and Foxes had been already concluded; and, 
if this information were correct, the resolution un- 
der consideration was perhaps not altogether ne- 
cessary. He, however, should not oppose it. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana had no desire 
to provoke a discussion at that time, nor was he 
opposed to carrying any stipulations of every trea- 
ty already made with Tadian tribes into effect; but 
he was hostile to the further continuance of the 
policy of the. Government in reference to making 
new treaties. ; 

Mr. GARLAND. of Virginia repeated his opin- 
jon, before expressed, that it was safer, both for 
the white population and the Indians also, that the 
latter should be concentrated together than sparse- 
ly scattered about over a large extent of country. 
He deemed the remarks of the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. Ashley) of grest weight. 

- Mr. DAVIS was decidedly of opinion that this 


resolution ought to be adopted, and the proposed | 


inquiry given in charge of the Committ. e on Indian 
Affairs. He adverted to the unfortunate example 
there existed «t this time in the State from whence 
he came, (Indiana,) of Indians living in the very 
heart of white settlements. There was, at this 
moment, a tribe of the Miamis occupying a reser- 
vation of thirty miles square, exercising all the 
control and power of an independent and sove- 
reign nation, surrounded on every side by a large 
population of whites. In this view of the subject 
alone, if in no other, it presented itscifas a ques- 
tion deserving of deep and inmediate inquiry. 


In a moral point of view it was not less impor- ! 


tant. He knew from his own experience, that 
wherever these locations existed, the Indians were 
notoriously in the habit of imbibing all the bad 
passions, propensities, and practices of the whites, 
without acquiring any of their good qual 

There was another reason, arising out of motives 
of economy, rendering the inquiry proposed ex- 
pedient at this time. The Indians, after the whites 
had become long settled among them, heg 
entertain an extravagant roion of the v 
their lands; and the indians at this-time, in Indiina, 
were holding up their res-rvatien at from one to 
ten dollars an acre; and thousands upon thousands 
had been already expended by the General Go- 
vernment in fruitless efforts to make treaties with 
them. . 

Mr. D. then adverted to the immense tide of 
emigration now rolling on towards the Wisconsin 
Territory, and the inconveniences and evils that 
would hereafter ensue from the commingling of the 
whites and the reds.. He agreed with the gentleman 
from Virginia, (Mr. Garland) that it would he much 


| 


i noes not counted. 
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more -easy to protect the Indians, and our-own 
frontier too, when they were concentrated and 
confined within a definite line, even of some two 
or three hundred miles in extent, than when they 
Were, as now, scattered over thousands of miles, 
If all the Indians were removed west of the Mis- ` 
sissippi, the law had provided them ample protec- 
tion; and in every point of view, whether from 
motives of expediency, morahty, economy to the 
Government, and the welfare of all parties, mea- 
sures ought to be adopted with the least possible 
delay for purchasing all the Indian reservations in 
the different States. 

Mr. PARKER inquired if gentlemen believed 
that legislation was necessary, because of the tar- | 
diness of the President to execute the laws enact- | 
ed for making treaties with the Indian tribes? IH 
legislation was necessary to spur the President on 
in this matter, he was very much mistaken in his i 
character. i 

Mr. DAVIS explained, that the President did | 
not want legislation to spur him on, but he wanted 
the means of removing those Indians; an appropri- 
ation was necessary before the President could do 
any thing. f i 

Mr. PARKER observed that there was money 
appropriated for holding treaties with those Fn- 
dians; and it looked te him like an instruction to 
the President to be forcing this measure. Besides 
this, the Indians had set a price on their lands, and 
if this resolution was passed, it would lead them to 
believe that the Governament was enxious to get 
their lands, consequently they would raise the 
price. He hoped the subject would be left as it 
was. 

The resolution was then agreed to—ayes 99, | 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE. 

The following resolution, submitted on a former 
day by Mr. CHAPIN, was taken up, considered, | 
and agreed to. 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested, if he shall deem it consistent 
with the public interests, to communicate to this 
House all information he may have obtained in rela- 
‘jon to the bequest of James Smithson, late of Lon- 
don, deceased, to found an institution at Washing- 
ton for the diffusion of- knowledge among men, 
since the appointment of an agent under the act 
of Congress of the last session. : 

NAVAL OFFICERS, 

'The following resolution, submitted on a former 
day by Mr. JARVIS, was taken up, considered, and 
agreed to. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be 
directed to furnish this House with the names of 
the officers of the navy, who, have, during the year 
1836, received orders for service, and who have 
asked to be excused, together with the reasons 
offered by them for such indulgence. 

TARIFF. 

The next resolution in erder was the one sub- 
mitted by Mr. Fry on the 20th instant, as amend- 
ed by the House, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Agriculture | 


be instructed te inquire into the expediency of im- 
mediately abolishing the duty on foreign grain and | 
bread. stuffs of all kinds, 

The question pending was the amendment of 
Mr. Anas to embrace a repeal ofthe duties on | 
“ foreign coals, salt, and iron,” 

Mr. FRY addressed the House as follows: 

Mr. Speaker: When [had the honor, a few 
days ago, to submit a resolution to inquire into the 
expediency of immedistely abolishing the duty 
upon foreign preadstuffs, 1 did it under no other 
apprehensions than that the wants of the commu- 
nity, arising out of the present scarcity of bread- 
stuffs, earnestly called for a measure. of the kind. 
Such were my convictions of the propriety of the 
inquiry, that at the time I was not very anzious as 
to what comm'ttee the subject should be referred; 
yet it did seem to me, upon reflection, that giving | 
the subject into the hands of the Committee on 
Agriculture was like giving a cause for trial into | 
the hands-of one of the parties interested in its de- | 
cision. i 

Ag adopting a principle, 
the wants of the community, 


[should say that when 
(which In some places 


. when cases of actual want and suffering among. 


‘in geners}, are in the ordinary course of things, 


i in some 


at this time amount very marly to distress,) 
the subject of legislation. AT! questions ofi 
of policy, ór of compromise, should be made to 
beforeit, The interestsof the country, or the policy ` 
of the country, in relation to matters. and things 


the proper subjects for legislative action. Bu 


portion of the country present themselves, I fee 
it my duty, as one of the Representatives: of th 
people, to consider those wants, and, if possible, 
to supply them, even at the risk of interest or 
policy. -T did thus far not anticipate the-opposi- . 
tion to the reference of the resolution which it 
met; but as the House seen proper to give a pre- 
ference to the Committee on Agriculture, because 
in the opinion of gentlemen the resolution wag” 
calculated materia'ly to affect the agricultural in-’ 
terest, I hope the House, with equal candor, will 
reject the amendments proposed, andet the sub: 
ject go to its appropriate committee ‘free and, 
apart, and unincumbered with any other pyatters’ o" 
not strictly within the province of the duties’ of, 
that committee. ' i 

Sir, when a member offers a proposition, the re- 
sult of deep-felt conviction that thé wants. of the 
country, ora very large portion of the countrys: 
call for it; or when a member in his place offers a 
resolution instructing the Committee of Ways and 
Means to inquire into the expediency of abatish-. 
ing the duty on bread. stuffs, and it pleaded that - 
the Committee on Agriculture ‘is. the only proper - 
tribunal for thé investigation of that subject, and: 
the House show a disposition to concur in that: ` 
opinion, and genticmen afterwards propose amend-:, 
ments by taking inte the account subjects entirely 
unconnected with the duties of that committee, 


| what does it intimate: what are we to infer? To 


me it appears as intended to defeat the proposi-. 
tion and prevent its being referred at all. 


l am therefore opposed to the amendment; ' 
becsuse I believe it intended ultimately: to` 
smother and defest the inquiry, and any ac: 
tion from being ‘had upon the subject; and, ` 
sir, is not the subject one that calls for. the ‘ac. 
ton of this House? does not every gentleman 
upon this floor know well that there is'a ‘s 
of want, if not general, at many places, which , 
must soon amount toactual suffering. Has not 
the price of bread stuffs doubled itself within’ no 
long period, while the price of labor, or the means - 
of the consumer to obtain his bread, have advanced ° 
in nothing like the same ratio? {know this to be 
the cae insome large districts of a populous and 
industrious partof the country. I Know the pri- 
ces of grain are enormously high—in some instan- 
ces, because the farmers have none to seli; and 
tances, because they are keeping it for 
a still high. r price; whil: the honest but poor la.” 
borer and mechanic, with their families, who. have 
it not, and whose means of obtaining it have not 
increased in a ratio any way proportioned toothe , 
increase in-the price of bread stuffy, «are left to 
suffer the consequences. If this were the case in 
but a single district, ought we not to inquire, 
and ingu: J speediiy, if there be no relief, or: 
some miti; aton for those who unfortunately, 
become the victims of such a state of; things? : 
Thore is in that part of the. country which 1 re- 
present—and it isa part ofthe country: which, for 
industry and economy, isnot exceeded by any in 
this Usioi—there is almost a general want, an ab-. 


solute scarcity, of bread stnfis, which bears. éx- 


ceedingly hard upon the poorer class of cur peo- 
ple. Farmcrs who heretofore have annually sold: 
considerable quantides of grain, have this year, in 
consequence of the great and almost entire failure: 
of the craps, scarcely sufficient for their own utes: 
yet, perhaps, in a raajority of cases, they bave-suf. . 
Relient fer their own immediate consumption: But,: 
then, a very large, interesting, and: useful portion 
of our people, our laborers and mechanics; upon 
whose, atid from whose, labor all thé real wealth 
of the country is derived, and upon whom, and to 
whom, we have to look as the defenders of the: 
country. in time of peril or invasion... This class of. 


'| our population are. without this necessary of life; 


and {pom the circumstance.that the prices of labor. 
are not proportioned to that of broad stuffi, they 


-ootaihing® it. i ; j 

No msti in this House, hor no man in this coun- 
try, Without actual experience, kAows what it is to 
he poor. (There are people, who, by extrava- 
gance and prodigality in their habits of life, even 
witha liberal income, are poor; Edo not mean 
them) I mean those who hava large families to 
maintain, frequently. overtaken by sickness, eithér 
fromthe want ofthe necessaries of life, or other 
causes; who have high rents to pay, high prices 
for fuel, food, and clothing, and for the support of 
which'the poor man’ is entirely dependent upon 
his ‘labor.’ Such are poor people; and I say, 1 re- 
peat, ne man in this House or in this country, who 
has been ‘raised and brought up in essy or afluent 
circumstances, can form the remotest idea of the 
actual condition and frequent (though | often 
silent) suffering of tbis valuable portion of 
our community. Valuable, I Say, because it is 
their iator which produces and constitutes the 
wealth of the’ country. Jt is their laber 
which sustains and supports your Government; 
your tariff systems, your banks, and your thousand 
other corporate and chartered privileged orders 


` that monopolize, feed and fatten upon the. sweat 


aad toil of this great artery in the body politic, 

Sir, I have passed thè abyss. But Ido know 
from sad and impressive experience, what it is to 
be pocr; and F can sympathise and feel, and Ido 
feel, for the sufferings and privations of those who 
are thus situated; and 1 would sactifice almost any 
interes‘, any policy, and any compromise, to admin- 
ister as far as ia my power to the wints of that un- 
fortunate class of my countrymen. 

And what excnse, what justification, can a mem- 
berof this House plead, in refusing to contribute 
his mite to allevia'e thé condition of these people 
as much as in his power? Why endeavor to de- 
feat the inquiry? what can be the object of en- 
larging the duties of the Committee on Agri 
culture, by giving them jurisdiction over the whole 
tarif system, as proposed by the amendmenis? 
none other than to smother the inquiry. Rather 
may the people of the country, upon whom the 
present high price of breadstaf bears insuffera- 

ly hard, be left in their present situation, deplo- 
rable as. it is, than we will consent to take down 
the present duties; ‘for fear, if once corame need, 
the Injury might extend itself into the whole sys- 
tem. of indirect taxation thut now is, and has been, 
since its commencement, grinding the honest, in- 
dustrious Jaborer and mechanic down to a level 
with the slave, upon the mere pretence of co'lect- 
ing «money. for the support of the Government, 
when the Government does not need it, 

The Secretary of the Treasury, in his late 
report to this House, by a calculation and esti- 
mate upon the future revenue of the country, 
the force of which, I confess, hus not struck me 
with the utmost severity, predicts that, ere long, 
the revenué will not be sufficient: for the ex- 
penses of the Government, and this may be one 
reason why members are opposed ty any mo- 
dification of the present tariff Bat if the inquiry 
is proposed to extend no further than breadsinfls, 
as contemplated by thi 3 


ver yet produced any revenue, anc is the 
most essential necessary o a ihe system cannot 
be‘affested, nor the rove i i de the 


d, w? 


wants’ of the country may : 
Again, sir, when such astute of t 
that the revenue of the country wili nat su 
the Government, it will be good time t 
whether the expenses of the Government cor 
to an amount necessary: to the permaneiicy and 
well-being of a plain republican-Government. Sip, 
according to any calculation that Y have ever made 
upon the subject, [think the expenses: cf the: 
Government (not on account: of their amount, 
but on account of preserving that ancient republi- 
ean simphcity which has hitherto characterized 
it) are far, very far, beyond what they ought 
to be, and, perhaps, double what they would 
be, if. the people supported the “Govern: 
ment by direct taxation. I do not wish to be un- 
derstood ga favoring a pian of dircet taxation. I 
use the words merely to show, or rather to con- 


vey the idea op opinion of the difference, which | 


out it, but withont the means of 


er, 
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‘a different ‘mode of ‘collecting revenue might 


make to the.tax payer. ; 
But, sir, if there be more “expenses incarred 

than . should:be, -is there no. remedy? Certainly. 

But where? Itig beyond ‘the reach or control of 


| Executive vigilance, and cannot be chargeable to 


the Executive account. But, sir, the remedy is 
here, in.this House; and here, oaly.. Here it is 
that offices are created. Here it is that s:laries 
are created, and allowed, -and extended, from 
time to time, until they became exorbitant; just 
as if we had to legislate exclusively. for the be- 
nefit of the officers of the Goverrment, without any 
regard to the situation or condition of these whom we 
more immediately represent; here it is, that all mo- 
neys are appropriated d here it isin this House 
alone, thata sdy isto be foun |; and if the peo- 
ple will avail th: msclves of it, itis in their pow- 

The people, in selecting their representa- 
tives in their national and State. c neils, should 
send more fermera, and fewer professiona: mea; 
more mechanics, and fewer eversrown capitalists. 
Imake the suggestion with perfcet deference to 


the feelings cf every gentleman present. Bat 
gentlemen will agree with me, that the diferent 
classes of the community are never repr ted sc- 


cording to their respective federal. numbers, and 
which in a Government where we know of no 
tinctions, there are en‘ ited to be. 


But many people entertain an idea that, unless- 
a man can make a speech, he is not qualified for a 


seat in their councils, Let me say to them, that I 


have not a doubt upon my mind that many of as 


geod und industrious men, snd no doubt as able 
as any in this House, do not pretend to make 
speeches; they will not waste time. A whole- 
some discussion is not to be con emned, but I 
wouli draw a material distinction between discus- 
sion and making speeches. But enough of this. 

When loffered ithe resolution, under consideration 
gentlemen very earnestly, and f doubt not very 
honestly, asked me why are you not a farmer, and 
do not you represent an agricultural district and 
interest? Certainly 1 am, and if I represent any to- 
terest at all, it is the agricultural interest. But 
will any gentleman demonstrate to me that the 
farmer has any interest at stake in thé existing ta- 
riff of duties upon foreign imports? Why gentle. 
men teil me there is a duty of about twenty-five 


cents on a bushel of wheat? Well, suppose there 
fe: the foreign wheat, upon an average, is not worth 


by. twenty-five cents as much ss our own, I 
show this in a measure, from: a paper handed 
me by a gentleman. ‘This shows that during 
the three quaiters of the present year the amount 
imported st New York was 164,000 beshcls, va- 
lued at $137,000 dollars, m asing about eighty-four 
cents a bushel: could our wheat have been pur- 
chased at the same price during the same period? 
No. Again, the importation of wheat, or of any 
grain, is a mere nominal thing, unless a time, like 
the present, of great scarcity, there is none im- 
ported, and to show that, I wiil mention thet for. 
the year 1835, the importation at New York, (and. 
which constitutes the great part of the importa. 
tion) was 2,713 bushels, producing an item of 659 
dollara in the revenue derived from imposts, 
amounting i the whole to about tweaty millions, 
Then, sir, how is the object of the resolution to 
affect the farming interesi? The. tariff system is 
cf no earthly advantage. to thé farmer, þe- 
cause foreign grain cannot by’ the existing tariff 
be brought into competition with his; aid if we 
only import at times -of extreme scarcity, when 
farmers bave little or pone to seil, it constitutesan 
nnnecesssry tax upon the consumer, without any 
adequ ite benefit to the farming interest. Sir, the. 
farming interest is not protected ; the small duty 
upen his wheat wasin the beginning a mere cheat, 


_ to gull hin into the support of the whole system— 


a. perfect humbug, so far as. the interests ofthe 
farmer can compare to the other protected inter- 
ests; and if you had as many practical farmers here 


as you ought to have, they would tell you so. But 


in another view, if the existing duty upon foreign 


wheat.were an.advantage to the farmer, I should 
still press this inquiry. The farmer -atthis time, 
who has the article of breadstuffs to sell, realizes 
at least douh!e the usual op ordinary prices for his 


| terests, 


.be material te consumers. 


gocds—could he not better take twenty-five cents. 
less than double price for his grain, than the peor 
consumer can pay such high prices as at present? 
Surely he could, and would stil get an extraordi- 
nary price for his grain, while the consumer would 
be very mach relieved, e 
Sir, gentlemen say F go against the farming inte- 
rest, This word interest Seams to be the germ 
from which sprang, in a measure, this whole sys. 
tem of protection. Sir, to elucidate my opinion, . 
l fancy to myseif that a number of gentlemen meet 
here; the one wishes to embark in the manufac. 
turing of cottons, ahother of woollens, another of 
iron, another has a bed of stone coal, &e. and they 
enter into an agreement that for their mutual bene. 
fit, andto make those interests permanent and 
valuable, they must be protected from competi- 
ion. As among the parties concerned there may 
be nothing wrorg, for the advance paid by the ona 
upon the interest of the other, is repaid by his hav- 
ing the same bounty accruing“ upon his interest, 
But these gentlemen vonstituie but a very small 
portion of the community, andthe great mass of” 
the people, the laborers and mechaniés, have 
no interests to protect. and consequently all 


the profits arising out of those different 
protected interests, are paid by the mass 


of the community. ‘he whole system is up- 
ucid and supported by those industrious poor, 
who have no interest to protect. But some 
will say, if the wealthy portion of the community 
prosper, the peor man will prosper too. The ar. 


gument will not hold good: look around at ‘your 


manufacturer of cottons ‘or woollens, your mana-- 
facturer of iron, your coal merchants, and in 
nineteen out of tweaty cases, you will find they 
have realized fortunes, while the poor operatives 
have, nineteen in twenty cases, not increased a 
dollar, yet these fortunes are the result of their 
jabors, Other gentlemen say a repeal of the 
duty could not avail the community any thing, be- 
cause before an act could be brought into opera. 
tion, another and a more fruitful harvest may sup- 
piy the present scarcity, 

Sir, Lam informed, and E rely upon the informa- 
tion, that large quantities of bread stuffs are hoard- 
ed up, and. stored away, in the, store-houses of 
hearttess and soulless speculators in some of thé 
large cities, whoare holding back to the last ex- 
tremity, in. order that they may extort from the 
poor and the needy to the utmost farth ne. Sir, 
repeal the duty upon foreign breadsiufis, and. you 
will compel them to sell, f 

That. such a state of things exist 
among the ps ' classes of people 
tioned, there c: > doubt; an 
of the duty upon their bresdstaffs wonld relieve 
them, to someextcnt, I have no doubt, 1 think 3 
may safely calculate that if the present duty was 
taken down, the reduction in the ba 
would be ose dollar-and fifty cents, which would 
The President 
very properiy and very feelinely referred to the 
subject in his messig and 1 feel very auxious 
that the House should as upon the matter, 

With regard to the subject of a repeal or modi- 
fication of the duty upon coal, another ne 
of life, second only to breadstuffs, upoa t e pre- 
liminary vote takena few days ago, referring the 
subject to a committee, I differed with my col- 
leagues (I del h a single e 


especially 
shave men- 
it the repeal 


lieve wit 


> rtain the highest respect, because T 
ed the Committee on Manufactures were ina 
measure pledged to report against any modification, 
Now I wili only add, at this time, ifthe Commititee 
of Ways and Means report a bill making sach a 
reduction, as will in some measure re‘iave the situa- 
tion of the consumers, without embarrassing the 
mining business, as compared with the manufac- 
turing and other interests, I will vote for it; other- 
wise not. ý 

1 wish, upon the whole, to legislate for the com- 
mon benefitand general welfare of the commu- 
nity at large, and not exclusively for individual in- 
é Gentiemen may compromise themselves 
rights. and advantages ever the mass of the com- 
munity which they have ‘no rigut to do,” -F hold 
the people of this conntry equally free, and all 
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agent to Europe to obtain one thousand workmen, 
and send them here; and that he should soon 
despatch another agent, authorized to employ an- 


other thousand men. These gentlemen miners 
and others, parties to the benefits of the tariff sys- 
tem, are opposed to any reduction of the duties 
upon their respective interests, while they are im- 
porting the refuse, perhaps, of European laborers 
by the one thousand men, to the great detriment 
of the laboring classes here, free of duty. Sir, I 
am prepared to revise the system, to bring the re- 
venue down as far as practicable; such a course I 
think necessary, as well to avoid accruing surplus- 
es in the Treasury as to make the benefits of legis- 
lation equal to all. 

These names of “ home industry” and “Pennsylva- 
nia interests” are too often but “tinkling cymbals.” 
I feel as much a Pennsylvanian as any other man. 
But I cannot consent to make the interests of 
Pennsylvania capitalists, alone, the interests of 
the State. Sir, the people of Pennsylvania were, at 
the last session of the Legislature, saddled with a 
“United States Bank,” (against the existence of 
which they had repeatedly decided,) under the 
garb of Pennsylvania interests; and whatever can 


or may be done to advance the general interest | 


and welfare, as well of Pennsylvania as any other 
State, shal], so long asi have a seat here, be my 
constant aim. Iam done. F hope the House will 
Jet the inquiry go to the committee free of amend- 
ment, and let them report. If they deem best, let 
it be but temporary; let the duty be taken off for 
a limited time; any thing that will in some mea- 
sure relieve the present exigency; and. if they 
think differently, and can. satisfy the country that 
the duty upon breadstuffs ought not be repealed, 
Ishall be satisfied, conscious that I have done my 
duty. i 

NS soon as Mr. FRY had concluded, Mr. WHIT- 
TLESEY called for the orders of the day. 

Mr. OWENS made an ineffectual attempt to 
submit a resolution. 

Mr. MANN of N. Y. moved a suspension of the 
rules for the puspose of submitting a motion that 
when the House adjourn to-day, it adjourn to meet 
on Monday next. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio asked for the yeas 
and nays, but the House refised to order them, and 
the rules were supended by a vote of 117 tu 45. 

Mr. MANN then made bis motion, and 


Mr. ANTHONY moved to amend it, by insert- | 
ing “Tuesday,” but it was rejected by a vote of | 


20 to 122, 


The motion of Mr. MANN was agreed to—ayes 


96, noes 95, 

The SPEAKER laid before the Honse a com- 
munication from the First Comptroller of the Trea- 
sury, transmitting a statement of the balances ex- 
isting and due to that bureau for more than three 
years, prior to September, 1835; which was or- 
dered to He on the table, and be printed. 


Also, a communication from the Commissioner | 


of the Public Buildings, transmitting a report of the 
manner in which the appropriations of the. last 
year for public buildings and grounds have been 


applied, which took the same direction as the | 


foregoing. i 
The House then passed to the 


PRIVATE ORDERS. 


The bill for the relief of Norman Holt was read | 


a third time, and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Robert Allison, a lieu- 
tenant in the revolutionery army, and the bil! for 
the relief of the representatives of Col. Anthony 
White, were postponed to Friday next. 


The House then went Into Uommittee of the į 


Whole, Mr. McKENNAN in the chair, and pro- 
ceeded tothe consideration of ihe following bills: 


J, A bill for the relief of the representatives of 


Tristam Coffin; which was considered, amended, 
and laid aside. 

2. A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Capt. John Winston, on which the committee 
came to no resolution. 

The committee then rose and reported, and the 
Hou:e concurred in the amendment to the first 
bill, viz: to strike out the enacting clause of the 
first section, which is tantamount to a rejection of 
the bill. 

On motion, n 

The House then adjourned over till Monday. 


IN SENATE, 
Monnay, Dec. 26, 1836. 

The CHAIR aanounced a communnication from 
the Treasury Department, containing certain state- 
ments of the deposite banks, in compliance with 
the resolution of the Senate of the 21st instant, 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed: ` 

Also a letter from the War Department, enclos- 
ing the annual report from the Commissioner of 
Pensions, made in pursuance of the act of May, 
1830. Referred to the Committee on Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed: 

Also, the annual report of the Commissioner ef 
the Public Buildings, containing a statement of 
expenditures under the appropriations of the last 
year: laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LUNN presented a petition, signed by seve- 
ral half-breeds of the Sacs and Fox tribes of In 
dians, praying that the lan ls reserved for them by 
treaty, may be annexed to the State of Missouri, 
and that the sale of lots in the towns of Madison 
and Burlington be suspended for the present, as 
they believe them te be situated on their reserva- 
tions: referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. LINN also presented the memorial of the 
Legislature of Missoeri, for a port of entry at the 
town of Independence, in that State, and for a 
drawback of duties on goods re-exported to Mexi- 
co. Also, for the establishment of a land office at 
the town of Liberty, in Missouri: referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of the 
heirs of James Russ, which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims; also, the memorial of sundry 
inhabitants of the northern part of the State of 
New York, praying for an appropriation for the 
erection of a breakwater on Lake Champlain: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. ` 

Mr. McKEAM presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Philadelphia, praying fer an appropria- 


| tion for the erection of a custom-house at that city: 


referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented the memorial of Com. 
James Barron, of the United States Navy, praying 
to be compensated for his invention of a new sys- 
tem of signais for the navy: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, 

Mr. ROBINSON presented the petitions of 
Thomas ‘'rumbull and Michael Thornton, praying 
for the correction of erroneous entries of certain 
lands: referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, . 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of 
sundry citizens of the city of Philadelphia, praying 
for an appropriation for the purchase of a site 
and the building of a new custom-house at that 
city: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BUCHANAN also presented a memorial 
from sundry citizens of the same city, praying 
that the rates of postage may be reduced by law: 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Posi Reads, 

On motion of Mr. KING of Georgia, the memo- 
rial of the Legislature of Georgia, preying for the 
adjustment of certain accounts, on the Sies of the 
last session, was again referred to the Committee 
n Claims. 


Mr. WALL presented the petition of Mari. 
Scudder, Martha A. Lloyd, and Elizabeth Johre 
ston, the children and. heirs of Colonel Philip 
Johnston, for compensation for his Revolutionary 
services. a / 

Mr. W. remarked: On presenting this petition, 
I feel that I should not discharge the duty which 
I have undertaken for the respectable petitioners, 
nor do justice to the State which I have the bonor, 
in part, to represent, if T did not.avail myself of 
the occasion to make known to you. the merits 
and services of one of her most gallant and. pa- 
triotic sons. Colonel Philip Johnston, the father of 
the petitioners, was among the first: of her sons 

s which the devoted patriotism of New Jersey. of- 
fered on the altar of American independence. 
Never, sir, was there a more pure and noble sa- 
crifice made on that altar. ; 

At the declaration of independence, «Philip . 
Johnston was a lieutenant colonel in the New Jer- 
sey militia; he had been appointed to that rank by 
an ordinance of the Provincial Congress of New 
Jersey, on the 14th of June, 1776, providing 
for raising by voluntary enlistment 3,300. militia, 
to reinforce the army at New York. ` This ordi- 
nance was passed in pursuance of the resolution of 
the Continental Congress of the 3d of the same 
month. On the Ist of August following, he: was 
promoted to the colonelcy of his regiment’in the 
brigade under General Heard, destined to form 
part of the flying camp, then assembling, for the 
defence of New York. It was then well known 
that the enemy, with a powerful fleet and a weil 
disciplined and appointed army, was menacing 
New York. This was, indeed, “the time that 
tried men’s seuls.” The timid sought safety in 
retirement, and the wavering were dismayed, ` 

At this moment, the earnest and soul-stirring 
appeals of the Father of his Country to the patriut- 
ism and bravery of Americans, roused. the patriotic 
spirit of the sons of New Jersey; pS ey 

“And from the sods of grove and glen’ 
Rose rauks of lion-hearted men, 
To battle to the death.” 


The reputation of Colonel Johnson. for patriot- 
ism, bravery, and talents, exabled him speedily to _ 
enlist his regiment, and at its head he marched to 
defend his “bleeding and insulted country.” 
ie was then in the vigor of manhood, in the pos- 
sessiot: of a moderate competency, and the pros- 
pects of the future bright before him. These, 
and a'l.the endearment: of the domestic circle, a 
young and beloved wife, and three daughters of 
tender years, he left at the call of his country. 

The morning of the 27th of August, 1776, 
found Colonel Johnston at the head of his gallant 
regiment, on the battle ground of Long Island, re- 
solved, in the language of his illustrious com- 
mander-in-chief, “to conquer or to die.” He 
fought near the side, and under the eye, of his im- 
mediate commander, General Sullivan, < -Itewasta 
post of danger as well as of honer, and demanded 
beth courage and conduct. Never did any officer 
more gallantly fulfil the expectations of his coun- 
try, or more gloriously earn a title to the blessings 
and praises of his ` countrymen. He fell at the 
head of his regiment by a wouad in his breast, 
while bravely struggling to turn the fortunes of that 
disastrous day. ie died for his country, and un- 
derits banner, fighting for the general defence, 
and to secure the blessings of freedom for his 
whole country. i 

Yes, sin, he died in the cause and ‘service of 
America, for the liberty and rights of all, and left 
to his countrymen an estimable legacy: the exam- 
ple of his pure patriotism—his devoted courage—~ 
his chivalrous gallantry, and his glorious death. 
Wha can calculate: the extent, the influence, 
and the value of that example upon: the fortunes 
of our country, at that gloomy ahd trying: period, 
when even “Hope was sinkmg in dismay?” Well, 
sir, may New Jersey glory in the example of such 


‘Heroic 


ceTis to thev virtues of suchi men man owes 

His portion in the good that Heaven. bestows} 
Aid when recording History displays -i 

Feats.of renown, though wrought in-ancient days) 
Kells of-a few stout hearts who fought and died 

are duty: ‘placed them, by their country’s side; 
Th oman that i is not moved by what he reads, 


i of the blessing’ of the brave, 
an kind, and born to: be a slave:” 
‘Sir; no’ monument? has been erected,” by the 
titude of his country, to the memory of 
gaina Johnston—no recorded honors thicken 
around ‘his tomb—ne history displays his “feats of 
renown,” for unfortunately for his memory, the re- 
volationaryjhistory of New Jersey is yet to be writ- 
ten. His fame rests. in the memory of his few 
stiviving gallant companions in arms, or heppily 
may bë faintly recorded. among the memorials of 
frailand decaying memory inthe pension office, Ore 
memorial. of the ‘heroic deeds” of Colonel Jobo. 
ston, gathered from the ‘only whig newspaper of 
the day, that circulated in New Jersey, blotted with 
the tears of his widowed wife dnd fatherless daugh* 
ters, has been treasured. up by their affection, and 
ìs'annexed to their petition. With your permission 
Mr, President, Iwill read it: “We hear that inthe 
late ‘action on Lung Island, Colonel Philip Jobn: 
ston of New Jersey, behaved with remarkable in- 
trepidity: and fortitude.” “By the well directed 
‘fir : ‘battalion, the enemy: was seve- 
repulsed; and lanes were made 
ig ém, ‘until Re received a ball in his 
breast, which put an end to the life of as brave an 
officer as ever commanded a battalion. Gen. Sul- 
who was close to him when he fell, says 
that no man could behave with more firmness dur- 
ing the whole action. As he sacrificed his life in 
defence of ‘the invaded rights of his country, his 
memory must be dear to every American who is 
not insensible to the sufferings of his injured 
country, and as long as the same uncorrupted 
spirit of liberty which led him to the field shall 


eontinue to actuate the sons of freemen in Ameri- 


ea. ” 

Mr. President, the tree of American liberty was 
nourished by the blood ef such heroes. 

Rut, Sir, when the husband and the father, 
at the call of his country, steps frem the 
-eittele: of domestic endsarments, a patriot and. a 
hero, itis ihe safety and protection of his wife and 
children that nerves his arm and animates his ex- 
ertions in. the hour of battie; and if he falls, bis 
last prayer is for his country—and his last earthly 
consolation is, that. his death commits them to its 
gratitude and protection. 

This obligation, which springs from tl he grave 
of héroism, is sanctioned oy the purest.and nob! Er 
feelings of our nature, and the highest dictates 
policy, and creates a debt which descends uy A 
all who inherit the blessings thus acquired. 

If, sir, the claim of the petitioners had no other 
foundation than this, it would, in my humble jy dg- 
ment, be irresistible. Bat it does not rest on this 
alone: it is supported by the pleted, and, I am 
“somty.t6 says the unredeemed faith of their coun- 
try. 

To say: ‘nothing, sir, at present of the 
pledge fairly to: be-impiied from the addresses af 
General Washington. calling the miiva | s 
and animating them. to battle, that the cs 
would provide for: their wives and children, this 
pledge was distinctly made to Colonel Johsston 
and his companions inarms. On the $d of June, 
1776, Congress resolved that 13,800 militia should 
be employ ed to reinforce the army at New York, 
and that New Jersey be requested to furnish 3, 300 
-of their militia to complete that number, to a be ens 
gaged until the 1st of December, unless sooner 
discharged by order of Congress. This was to 
form the flying camp destined for the defence of 
New York. On the 5th of June, 1776, Congress re- 

isdlved ‘that the flying camp be placed up “der the 
command: of such continental general officer; as 
the commander-in-chief should direct. Thatthe 
militia when im service be regularly paid and 
VictuaHed in the same manner as the conti- 
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F ne 


on the 208 July; 1776. 


s Jersey militia required tó form the apne camp, 


tal troops. 
the command of the flyiig camp, thes formed, 
The Convention of New 
Jersey was requested by Congréss to raise for the 
flying camp, under Gen. Mercer, three battalions . 
of militia, in addition to. the five formerly desired 
by Congress, and send the same with: all possibie 
despatch to the fiying camp; and that they should 
be officered, paid and. provided, as directed by the 
former rescluiions for forming the flying camp. 

‘Thus, sit, itis plain, thatthe deuchment of New 


for the defence of. New York, was called ont by 
ess, and forthe general } dé- 
fence of the country; and was placed in the’ser- 
vice of the United States under the command of 
continental officers, and on the same footing inal 
respects «s continental troops. Ta fact, the batta- | 
lion commanded by Colonel Jchnaton was enlisted 
under a resolution of Cong under ils 
control, received info its service, commanded by 
its officers, and entitied:te all the bh be sfits and al- 
vantages, immediate 
sulted from that naton 
by the Convention of New 
ordinances which they pas sed toe raise >t e men re- 
quired toreinřorce the army at New Yo . 
In the last ordinance passed by the Convention 
of Nèw Jersey on the 11th August, 1776, to cany 
into-effect the resolutions of Congress, to which f | 
have referred, the prenn dle recit Phe Con- | 
H 

| 


- General Mercer was appointed to | 
i 
i 


the Continental Cor 


s, place! 


vention, viewing with sericus concern the present 
alarming. situation ‘of this and her sister Stete 
that on a prudent use of the present means de 
pends their live’, their libe rty aad happine s 
think it their ind ‘spe st 
militia on stich a foatin: 4 
be moat advants that pur- 
pose, the whole in two divi. [I 
sions; and one half was immedia tetached to 1 
f 
{ 
| 


join the flying camp at New York. if 

After the appropriate det tas ordinance 
concludes in 2 strain of patriotic eloquence uo- 
known to the rolls of ststutes, and which £ cannot 
deny myself the pleasure of recalling to the recol- 
lection of our coun try s it brerthes the pure spi“ 
rit of “Seventy-six,” i 

“And wheress, the pri : i 

nanity require that @ proper e: 
wae ision should be made fer the 
such as may E 
the Conve 


hand an 
incre 


eming fast stren 


sements 


in 


ing on ih 
ing apprehs 
cumbent upo 
their imps adin g dange 
and brethren, it de 
whether your wives, you 
of your desecndants 


tle the 


Oa you, 
s this day to d 
p A: A 

yy 


emdr en, 


calling, ignominious yoke g 
2S e 

herit the generous, the } 
freedom. i 


ate in your choice? Can you 
prefer? Say; will you be sk 
¥ A go toil Mena lebor, and glean togeth 


and natu 
the birth: f 
and the instant i 
leave of ever y thing va 
piness or misery, virtuous macy 
graceful servitude, hang tremòbli the ba- 
lances. > Happ! ly, we keow that we can anti- 
cipatée your virtuous choice- 

“With confident satisfaction we are assured that 
not a moment will delay your important decision; 
that you cannot feel hesitation whether you will 


poke 


ee ee ee nce rere ere 
tamely aud degenerately bend your necks tothe- 
irretrievable wretchedaess of slavery, oraby your 
instant and animated exe ttions, enjoy the fair in. 
tance of heaven bor n freedom, and transmit j it 
unimpaired to posterity.” 
Ft was under this animated and eloquent appeal 
to. his patriotism, and solema pledge that a proper, 
compensation and provision should be made for 
his fami! y, t that Colonel Johnston marched tothe | 
rend renown. 
“Pha at p? ledi sir, was never redeemed by the 
tate of New Jersey; and that pledge devolved 
upon the Unit d States, and was sulemnly as. 
sumed by them when they + assumed the revolu: 
tionary debt and obligations of the several States. 
it rests upon the equity and humanity of those 
who are now enjoying the fair inheritance of 
freedom which Golone! Johnston died to obtain 
In addition to al this, the claim of the petitioners. 
is also sustained by the equity, if not the express 
letter, of various reso! lutions of Congress. I refer 
p articularly to those of the 15th May and 26th 
September, 1778; the 24th August, 1780, and thë 
Q6th May, 1781. it is likewise sanctioned by se- 
veral laws of Congress, making compensation for 
revolutionary setvices in analogos cases, which I 
forbear to detain you by enumerating. 
Strong as the claim of the petitioners is upon ‘its 
own merits, there is another considcration which, 
sir, I feel bound to press uon your attention. It 
appears that one of ie petitioners is the wife of 
j: eph s Scudder, Esq. His youth was devoted to 
ars ice of his cut z in one of the bureaus es 
ad by the revol Sues Congress, He is the 
og son of C . seudder, one of that iHustri- 
ons band. of rey Shae ry patriots and heroes who 
devoted hiraself to the service of his country, both 
ia the cabinet and in the field, and-was alike dis- 
tinguished for his wisdom as a statesman, and bra- 
very as @ soldier--among. the first in his native 
Giate to espou e cause of American indepen- 
cence; he wasy frog n its declaratiċn until his death, 
A red with a as cat ei ahei in the councils of his 
, Bat he did not avail 


Ae an early ibd of the. ee ois war, Col. 
Scudder wes honored with the command ofa regi- 
ment of militia of bis native county, then peculiar- 
ly exposed to the invasion of the ehemy. In the 
hour of danger he was always to be found at its 
heac cly defending his native soil. But. it 
was not his fate there to fall in all “the pride, 
pomp, and a css of glorious war”? He 
was kul ed.on the 16th Getober, 1781, near Black 

: y of Monmouth, while bravely — 
low soldiers as could be eol- 
larm, to repela predatory ex- 
“he honors of war was the 
sid to his memory; and to this 
en have neither asked nor received 
omthe bounty of their country, as a 
comp tion for their irretrievable loss. 

Thus, sir, by a happy coincidence, tbis petition 
presents before you the daughter of the first militia 
colonel. of New Jersey, and the son of the last 
who feil in achieving our glorious independence, 
ver dit death confer greater honor upon chil- 
dren. [fit cannot disarm poverty of its miseries, 
it ennobles it. 

The eml ren of Col, Johnston, now aged, infirm, 
pain to add, poor, are com- 
e Hed to ask of their cou ey the redemption 
f hat sole emnly made to their fa 
t them from the severe pressure 
have resulted from neither 
eir futher fl on the Arst bat- 
angled banner was um 
merican independenee; that 
h he fought and died, which 
exertions, 3nd nerved his arm, when 
r waved fitfuly over the field of his 
his country? 3 misfortunes, has been ob- 
by his country. The star-spangled banner 
v waves intrumph “over the land of the free 
the home of th e ETa the pride and protec 
erous, and happy nation, 

The petitioners now submit their’ case to the 
equity, the humanity, and plighted faith of their 
country. 


Mr. W. conclided by moving that the petition 
be read, and referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims: . ; 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of Joseph 
Nilier, praying confirmation of title to a tract of 
land; which wae referred to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land. Claims. ’ ; 

Petitions were further presented by Messrs. 
DAVIS, ROBINSON, and TOMLINSON. 

The following resolutions: were submitted, and 
lie on the table one day. 

By Mr. MOORE, : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of mak- 
ing a suitable appropriation in aid of the improve- 
ment of the navigation of Tennessee river, now in 
progress at the Muscle and Colbert shoals. 

By Mr. HENDRICKS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing’a port of entry and delivery at Michi- 
gan city. : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making an additional appropriation for the con- 
struction of a breakwater at Michigan city. 

By Mr. LINN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inqvire into the expediency cf 
surrendering to the State of Missouri that portion 
of the public lands situated in the counties of 
Cape Girardeau, Scott, New Madrid, Stoddard, 
and Wayne, which have been reported by the de- 
puty surveyor to the Surveyor General as not 
worth the expense of survey; which surrender 
shall be on condition that all moneys, arising from 


the sate of said lands, be expended under the di- | 


rection of the Legislature of the State of Missouri, 
for the purposes of draining, preventing inunda- 
tion, making canals, and removing obstructions to 
the navigation of such water courses as make their 
way through said lands, 

By{Mr. CALHOUN. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate, as early as prac- 
ticable, after the first of January next, the amount 
of the exports for the year ending the 31st inst. 
ascertained and estimated, and distinguishing be- 
tween the domestic and foreign, and the portion 
of the latter that is free and dutiadle; the amount 
of the imports for the same period, estimated and 
ascertained, distinguishing in like manner the free 
and dutiable; the amount of duties accrued in the 
same period, ascertained and estimated, stating the 
portion paid isto the Treasury during the year, 
and the amount outstanding at the end of the year; 
also, the amotint of money that will be received in 
the year from the sales of lands, ascertained and 
estimated, distinguishing the receipts ofeach quar- 
ter; and, also, the amount of public money in the 
Treasury at the end of the year, ascertained and 
estimated, and distinguishing what stands to the 
crédit of the Treasurer from what stands to that of 
the disbursing officers. : 

By Mr. BLACK, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
causing to be erected at Jackson, in the State of 
Mississippi, a suitable building for the accommo. 
datioa of the District Court of the United States 
for that State. 

By Mr, KING, of Alabama, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of authorising the Gainsville and Narkee a Railread 
company to construct a railroad through the lands 
of the United. States, 

By Mr. SEVIER, 

esolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
ef making the necessary appropriations for the 
completion of the military road from Little Rock 
to Fort Gibson, and the road from Little Rock to 
Fort Towson, and the road from Little Rock to 
Columbia. 
: Mre BENTON laid on the table a resolution to 
expunge from the journal of the Senate the reso- 
lution of March, 1834, ceasuring the conduc: of 
the President, for removing the deposites from 


the Bank of the United States, &c. which was- 


‘Prenon carpe narnoovones rneameronree moron oo sonore earner Narcan Np a RR NR A BR 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ordered: tobe printed; [The resolution is in the 


same words with the one oi: the same subject intro- - 


duced by Mr- BENTON at the last session.] 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported without amendment, the bill for 
the payment of a debt due to the heirs of Antoine 


t Peltier, and the bill for the relief of the heirs of 


Nicholas Lachance; and reported with amendments 
the bill supplementary to the act to amend. the 
judicial system of the United States, 

The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the Solicitor of the Treasury, containing a report 
on the accounts of Stockton and Stokes; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from tne Committee on Finance, 
reported, without amendment, the bill anticipating 
the payment of the indemnity due. to the citizens 
of the United States under the French and Neapo- 
litan treaties, 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee, re- 
ported, without emendment, the bill to extend the 
provisions of the deposite act of the last session, 
to the money that may be in the Treasury on the 
Ist January, 1838; and said, that when the bill 
should come up, he was instructed by the cəm- 
mittee to move for its indefinite postponement. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee, to 
which a petition on the subject had been referred, 
reported a bill for the relief of Wiliam H. Robert- 
son and Samuel H, Barron; which was read and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to which various petitions on 
the subject had been referred, reported the fol- 
lowing bills, which were severally read, and order- 
ed to a secon reading: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of William Cogs- 
well. 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Bronson; 

A bili for the relief of James McCrary, 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Moses Elba; 


nd 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Frederick 
Simons. 
Mr. BROWN, from the same committee, report- 
ed, withuut amendment, the bill for the relief of the 


heirs of Samuel Y. Keene. 


Mr. NILES, from the same committee, made an 
unfavorable report on the petition of the heirs of 
James Kirkpatrick. 

kir. RIVES, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported, without amendment, the bill to pro- 
vide for the enlistment of boys in the Navy, and 
to extend the terms of the enlistment of seamen, 

Mr. HENDRICKS, on leave, introduced a bill 
to. authorize the purchase, on the part of the 
United States, of the private stock in’ the Louis- 
ville and Portland Canal; which was twice read 
and referred. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, on leave, introduced a bill 
to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to com- 
promise the claim of the United States in the Alle- 
gheny Bank of Pennsylvania; which was twice 
read and referred. 

Mr. BUCHANAN gave notice that he would, 
to-morrow, ask leave tu bring in a biil to continue 
in force, for s longer period, the several acts for 
the relief of the insolvent debtors of the United 
States. 

Mr. KING of Georgia, on leave, introduced a 
bul for the completion of the improvement of cer- 
tain rivers and roads in Florida; which was twice 
read and referred, 

Mr. BENTON, on leave, introduced a bill to in- 


crease the compensation of the senor clerk ein-: 
ployed in the office of the Adjutant General; which. 


was twice read and referred. 

The resolution of Mr. EWING to rescind the 
Treasury order in relation to the payments at t e 
United States land offices, came up as the special 
order; when i 

Mr. HUBBARD, who had the floor, gave way 


to Mr. TIPTON, who moved that the Se nate pro- 


ceed to the consideration of Executive business; 
which motion was carried, and when the doors 
were opened, the Senate adjourned, 
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Mr. W. C. DAWSON, member elect from the i 
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State of Georgia, appeared, was qualified, and todk 
his seat. <9. sooo. 3 
Fetitions and « memorials:::weré’ “presesi 
Messrs. JARVIS; PARKS, and SMITH; of Mame: 
(Mr. Surra presefited-thepeliti f WancGore; 
Amariah. Goodwin, and Issae Hilt 
Mr. CUSHMAN of ‘New Hampshire! 
Mr. LAWRENCE of ‘Massachusetts 
ABOLITION: OF -SLAVERY INTHE DIS: 
: . TRICT, OF COLUMRIAS = ee 
Mr. ADAMS presented the petition ofa certain 
John Page and- twenty-six:othercitizens-of Silver 
Lake, Susquehannah: county, Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing for the abolition of slavery and the slave trade 
in the District of Cokimbia, which petition Mri As 
moved to referto the Committee forthe District of 
Columbia. : BOREL gat Eirig 4 
Mr. PICKENS then rose, ‘and asked for:thexle- 
cision. of the Chair on the resolutitn' ofthe House, 
adopted at the last session -of:Congreéss,: ini refer 
ence to memorials of this character,” ae 
The CHAIR said he had looked into” former 
precedents, and:his impression. was, that. the reso- 
lution of the last session of Congress expired with 
the session, and was only: operative during’ that 


‘ery 


session, SERE ay ; 
` Mr. PICKENS said, if that was the decision of 
the Chair, he should object to the motion*of: res 
ferencé made by thé gentleman from: Massachiu- 
setts. He could not consenit:to refer any petitiotis 
of that character to a standing: committee-of ithe 
House, and he therefore objected sto it’ at: onces 
and upon the objection he «asked:for ‘the yéasand 
mays. 7 
Mr. PARKS moved to lay the petition bn the 
table. PERERA 
Mr. CUSHMAN asked for the yeas: and”nays 
on that metion, which were ordered, and were— | 
eas 116, nays 36, as follows: > : ae 
YEAS—~Messrs. Chilton Allan, “Anthony, Asb, 
Bean, Beaumont, Bell, Black, Boon, Boyd, Brown, 
Bunch, Gambreleng, Carr, Catter, Casey, G-Cham- 
bers, J. Chambers, Chaney, Chapman; Chapin, 
Chetwood, Cleveland Coles, Craig) Cramer, Cush- 
man, Davis, Deberry, Doubleday, Dunlap, Efaer, 
Elmore, Fairfield; French, Fry, Fuller; Galbraith, 
Gillet, Graham, Haley, J. Hall, Hannegan; Harlan, 
A. G, Harrison, Haynes, Holsey, ‘ Howell, ‘Hubley, 
Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, \ Ja*vis, Joseph 
Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, Cave Jotinson, 
Henry Johnson, Kennon, Kilgore, Klingggism.th, 
Lanzing, Laporte, Lawler, Gideon’ Let, Euke'Lea, 
Leonard, Lozan, Loyall, Lucas, Abijvt .Mann, 
Martin, William Mason, Moses Mason, Maury, Me- 
Kay, McKeon, McKim, Mcl.ene, Miller, Moora, 
Morgan, Owens, Page, Parks, Patterson, Franklin 


Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Shing- 
Sickles, Spangler, Standefer, Taliaferro, Thomas, 
John Thomson, Toucey, Towns, Turrill; Under, 
wood, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward, Washington, 
Webster, White, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Lewis 
Williams, Sherrod Williams, Yell, and Young— 
116. Í ; ; to Gii 
NAYS—Messrs. A Jams, H. Alen, Bailey; Bea'e, 
Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, W. Bi Cathoun,Childd, ®. 
H. Clairborne, Cushing, Darhngton, Dawson, Den- 
ny, Everett. Granger, ‘Hard, Gardin, Harper, Ha- 
z:ltine, Henderson, Heister, Hoar, Hunt, W. Jast- 
son, Janes, Lane, Lawrence, : McKennan, Parker, 
Pearson, Reed, “Russell, Storer, Vinton,’ ‘and 
Elisha Whittiesey—~S6. Fie 
So the petition was laid on the table. : 
When the name of Mr. THOUPRSON of South 
Carolina was called, that gentleman rose: and in- 
quired, whether, ifhe voted to lay this petition; it 
would imply that the petition had been: received. 
The SPEAKER replied, that it wouk. °° 
Mr. THOMPSON then asked to. bei ckcuse 
from voting; which was assented to, © 60 ce 
After the roll had been. cailed : through, Mr, 
GARLAND of Va. asked leave to vote: objection 
being made, Mr. G. stated that if he-had been in 
the Hall at the time, he would have voted against 
receiving the petition iò «ny shape or fori. 9°). 
Mr. DAVIS moved.-a suspension of the rules 
for the ‘perpose of taking upthe following regola- 
tion submitted by him admiedays agos oe 6s 


Resolved, Thatuell: petitions, memorials; regon 
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strances, or other. papers which may be offered 
during the present session, in any manner relating 
to’the abolition of slavery or.the slave trade in the 
District of Columbia, or any of the Territories of 
the United States, shall, on presentation, be laid 
upon the. table without reading, without being 
ordered to.be printed, and without debate. 
. Mr. OWENS asked for the yeas and nays, but, 
on taking the-count, no ‘quorum voting, 
Mr. ANTHONY -remarked, that as gentlemen 
were sp. anxious to meet this day, he would move 
a coll of the: House; so that it might be seen who 
were present and who absent. i 

The call was ordered by a vote of 77 to 65, and 
170 members having answered to their names, on 
motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, the fur- 
ther proceedings in the call were dispensed with, 


and the House refused to order the yeas and nays - 


on the motion of Mr, DAVIS, which motion was 
rejected without a count. 

The call for. petitions and memorials then pro- 
ceeded, and they were presented by Messrs. 
CUSHING, and REED of Mass. 

Messrs. HALEY and WHITTLESEY of Con- 
necticut. : ; 

Messrs. LEONARD, CAMBRELENG, McKE- 
ON; CHAPIN, MANN, YOUNG, LANSING, and 
GILLET, of New Yerk. 

{Mr. McKzow presented a petition praying for 
the erection of a light house on Robins’s Reef; also 
a porton of inspectors of customs of port of New 
York. : 

(Mr. Giuse ented a memorial from sundry 
citizens residing in the northern part of the State 
of New York, praying an appropriation for the 
constriction. of a breakwater at Port Kent, -on 
Lake Champlain; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed.} 

{Mr. Guarin presented the petition of the heirs 
of Joseph Fay, a lieutenant in the army of the 
revolution, asking commutation pay.] 

(Mr. Leoxaxp of New York, presented the pe- 
tition of Thomas Park, praying compensation for 
private property sold for the use of the Govern- 
ment during the revolutionary war; referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. ] 

_ Mr. PARKER of New Jersey. 

Messrs. BEAUMONT and. HARPER of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Messrs. McKIM, THOMAS, end WASHING- 
TON, of Maryland. 

(Mr. McKim presented the following memorials: 

‘the memorial of a number of merchants of 
Baltimore, praying for the repeal of the 10th and 
‘12th sections of theact passed July 14, 1832. 

The memorial of James Tongue, praying remu- 
neration for a tobacco warehouse, burnt by the 
British forcea during the late war with Great Britain, 

The memorial of W, L. xoung, praying com- 
pensation for services rendered in the Surveying 
Department on the seaboard. ] 

Messrs. COLES and MORGAN of Virginia. 

Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD of North Carolina. 

Messrs. BOYD, HARLAN, C. ALLAN, and 
WILLIAMS of Kentucky. 

[Mr. Harran presented a petition from sundry 
citizens of Kentucky, praying for pecuniary aid 
and Governmental patronage to the American Co- 
lonization. Society.] 

Messrs. WHITTLESEY, CHANEY, and WEB- 
STER of Ohio, 

Messrs. HUNTSMAN, CARTER, and DUN- 
LAP of Tennessee. - 

Messrs. CARR, HANNEGAN, and DAVIS, of 
Indiana. i 

. {Mr. HannzcanN- presented the petition of Wij- 
liani B. Cole, praying that a grant of land in the 
Grand Prairie may be reserved to him, fer. the 
purpose of making an experiment in. rearing ‘tim. 
ber; referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands.} 

{Mr. Davis presented the petition of Thomas 
Holder] 

Mr. REYNOLDS, of Minois. 

Mr. YELL, of Arkansas. 

(Mr. Y. presented the petition of Charles Cald- 
well, of Arkansas, praying the right of pre-emp- 
tion: referred. to: the Committee on Public 
Lands, &c.] 
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Mr. WHITE of Florida. 

Mr, WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, made sundry unfavorable re- 

orts. i . 
p Mr. LAWLER, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Ame 
lia Leach; which was read twice and committed. 
- TARIFF. 

The House then resumed: the consideration of 
the resolution offered by Mr. FRY on the 20th in- 
stant, as follows: - 

Resolved, That the Committee on Agriculture 
be instructed to inqaire into the expediency of im- 
mediately abolishing the duty on foreign grain and 
breadstuffs of all kinds. 

The question pending was the amendment of 
Mr. ADAMS, to embrace a repeal of the duties 
on “foreign coals, salt, and iren;” and the amend- 


ment moved thereto by Mr. WILLIAMS of North 


Carolina, to include “sugar.” 

Mr. ANTHONY, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the House at some length in opposition 
to the resolution. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana then moved to 
lay the resolution on the table; which was agreed 
to without a division. 

The followed resolutions, offered on a former 
day, were taken up and adopted: 

By Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be instructed to report to this House the number 
of claims to lands in the State of Louisiana, con- 
firmed under different acts of Congress, and the 
number of those acquired from the United States 
by purchase; the number of patentsissued for the 
said claims, and the time which will probably 
elapse before the whole of the patents due there- 
for can issue under present arrangements. 

By Mr. UNDERWOOD, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to lay before this House a statement 
of the various sums paid to the new States respec- 
tively, out of the five per cent. upon the nett pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands within their 
respective limits; and likewise copies of the re- 
ports made by said States, or their agents, re- 
spectively, in relation to the objects to which the 
said sums have been appropriated, and the manner 
of its application. 

By Mr. CHAMBERS, of Kentucky, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
instructed to report to this House the amount of 
revenue due to the United States, the payment of 
which has been suspended under the act for the 
relief of the sufferers by the fire in the city of 
New York, passed at the last session of Congress; 
and that, in doing so, he state the proportions of 
the amount which has been suspended under the 
first and second sections of the said act, and what 
amount of the sums suspended under the said sec- 
tions has been paid. 

The following resolution, offered ona former 
day by Mr. Parker, was taken up: 

Resolved, That 5000 copies of the Receipts and 
Expenditures of the United States forthe year 
1835, be printed for the use of this House. 

Mr. ADAMS was opposed to the resolution, un- 
less the mover should give some good reason for 
ite propriety. 

Mr. PARKER considered that this document 
ought to be published by the House to be dissemi- 
nated among the people, because it was a docu- 
ment showing the disbursements of the pubic 
moneys which was raised from year to year, from 
customs, public lands, &c.; and the fact that it 
never found its way into the newspapers, was an 
additional reason why it should be published and 
distributed among the people. 

The resolution was rejected—ayes 52, noes 84, 

CREEK WAR. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. BELL 
on the 19th instant, was then taken up and agreed 
to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be re- 
quested to communicate to this House copies of all 
orders issued to Governors of States or Territo- 
ries, or to officers in the army, authorizing a call 
for volunteers or militia men, either for the pro- 
tection of the southwestern frontier, for the pre- 


vention or suppression of Indian hostilities within 
the last eighteen months; also, copies of all 
orders explanatory of, or countermanding, any 
original order; also, the number of such troops, 
which at any time or times within said pe- 
riod, presented themselves equipped for the ser. 
vice under said calls, and the States and Terri. 
tories to which they belonged; a'so, the number 
received into the public service, the dates of such 
reception, and the several places of rendezvous; 
also, the terms of service of such troops so re- 
ceived into the public service, and the terms dur- 
ing which they actually served; also, the whole 
number of troops, whether volunteers, militiamen, 
mounted dragoons, or troops belonging to the 
regular army, which have been employed in sup- 
pressing the hostilities of the Creek Indians with- 
in the same period of time; and also the greatest 
number so employed at one time. 
AMOUNT OF DUTIES. 

The following resolution, offered by Mr, 
Huntsman on the same day, was taken up: 

Resowed, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be requested to communicate to this House the 
amount of duties collected upon salt in the years 
1834, 1835, andin the year 1836, as far as it can 
be estimated. 

Mr. M’KIM moved to add the words “ and coal’? 
after the word “salt,” which Mr. HUNTSMAN 
accepted as a modification. 

Mr. M’KAY suggested a further modification, 
so as to embrace a call for the whole amount of du- 
ties received upon every article of foreign imports 
for the last four years. Mr. McK. moved as a sub- 
stitute the following: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
cause to be prepared for the use of this House, as 
soon as convenient, a tabular statement, showing 
the nett amount of revenue receivabie from cus- 
toms for the last four years, distinguishing the 
amount received in each year. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the gentleman 
from Tennessee would accept this as a modifica- 
tion, for it was of vast importance at this time to 
have the inquiry extended. 

Mr. HUNTSMAN accepted the substitute as a 
modification. 

Mr. PICKENS inquired of the gentleman from 
North Carolina if he meant the “gross” or “nett” 
revenue. 

Mr. McKAY replied, the “ nett.” 

Mr. PICKENS remarked that it would be 
scarcely possible to procure such a return. 

Mr. M'KAY, by consent of the original mover, 
modified the resolution by retaining both words, 
“ nett and gross.” 

Mr. GILLET said he would suggest to the gen- 
tleinan from Tennessee, to ask only for the gross 
amount of revenue on such articles, as far as it 
can be given. As faras the great classes of arti- 
cles were concerned, it would be easily complied 
with. The nett revenue upon the aggregate of 
articles could be, he presumed, soon given. But 
it would be impossible to furnish, with accuracy, 
the nett revenue on each article in detail, It 
would be easy to furnish the amount of revenue at 
a single port, and the expenses of collection, and 


‘the amount of drawback thereon, but he knew of 


no way in whicha correct apportionment of the 
former could be made upon the various article s im- 
ported there. A cargo may consist of a hundred 
different articles, paying different rates of daties. 
He would ask how the charges upon the revenue 
could be apportioned upon each? It might be 
done so as to approximate to the truth, but noth- 
ing more. The drawbacks paid had been stated 
as charges upon the collection of revenue from the 
customs, and had led many gentlemen into error, 
and induced them to believe that the expenses of 
collection were far greater than they were in fact. 
The drawback of duties, in fact, forms no part of 
the expenses of collection. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG thought the gentleman 
from South Carolina and his own colleague bad 
misapprehended what was meant by the term 
“nett” revenue. The nett revenue was the differ- 
ence between the amount of the gross revenue 
upon the whole article of imports from abroad and 
that of the drawbacks upon the same article; and 


one statement could be furnished by the Secretary 
of the Treasury.as well as the other. It had noth- 
ing to do with the expenses of collection. 

Mr. GILLET said, he thought his colleague 
was in error on this subject. Itseemed to him 
that the nett revenue was the amount received 
over and above all expenses of collection. This, 
he thought, was the ordinary acceptation of the 
expression. He believed his memory did not mis- 
lead him, when he stated that this was the. under- 
standing of it at the Treasury. He recollected, 
that in a document communicated to this House, 
relating to the compensation of custom-house of- 
ficers, it had been so understood- The nett reve- 
nue stated in that document was the balance, 
after deducting the expenses of collection and 
drawbacks. ©The latter, he thought, in fact, 
formed no pait of the expenses, though here- 
tofore so stated. 
resilution be so altered, as to require the 
gross revenue, and the amount of drawback 
on each article. This would give what all 
wanted. Allagree in the object of obtaining the 
information. Unless we put it in this shape, we 
could net expect to have the reselution answered 
sufficiently early to be of any service to us this ses- 
sion. By this resolution we shall obtain informa- 
tion ina condefised form, which is now somewhat 
scattered in the documents annually laid upon our 
tables. 

Mr. REYNOLDS of Ilinois moved that the 
House adjourn. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY called for the yeas and 
pays, which were net ordered; and the motion to 
adjourn was decided in the negative—ayes 60, 
noes 63. 

The question again recurring on the above reso- 
lution, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to strike out the 
word ‘nett,?? and insert the words, “together 
with the amount of drawbacks upon each article,” 
which Mr. HUNTSMAN accepted as a modifica- 
tion; and the resolution, as modified, was agreed to, 

The following resolutions, offered by Mr. 
Warre of Florida; on the 19th instant, were 
severally taken up and agreed to. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to report to this House the causes 
which have prevented the 9th article of the treaty 
between Spain and the United States, of the 22d 
February, 1819, and the two acts of Congress 
passed in relation thereto; and whether, in his 
opinion, and further legislation be necessary to 
carry the same into effect. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be di- 
rected to communicate to this House the report 
of the Naval Commissioners, who have recently 
been engaged in the examination of the navy 
yard at Pensacola, and the report of Commodore 
Stewart on the same subject. 

The following offered by Mr. Henpenson on 
he 20th inst. was then taken up: 

Resolved, That 5,000 copies of the Senate docu- 
ment No. 333, entitled report of a Geological Re- 
connoisance made in 1835, from the seat of Go- 
vernment, by the way of Green bay and the Wis- 
consin Territory, to the Coteau De Prairie, by G. 
W. Featherstonhaugh, United States Geologist, 
be printed for the use of the members of this 
House. 

On motion of Mr. H. the resolution was modi- 
fied by the addition of the following words: “un- 
der the direction of Mr. Featherstonhaugh.” 

Mr, PARKER objected to the resolution, unless 
some gentleman would give good reasons for its 
adoption, 

Mr. G. LEE said he had voted uniformly for 
motions to print the public documents; the peo- 
ple were entitled to the knowledge of ali the pro- 
ceedings of the Government; they desire this 
knowledge; and he had seen no document which 
was not proper and useful for the people to read 
and discuss. ; 

The gentleman from New Jersey asks who wants 
the document—who will read it? and expresses 
an opinion that not one in one hundred thousand 
willread it. I will inform the gentleman that several 
scientific gentlemen have written to me for copies, 
I have this day applied at the document office for 
them, and am informed that not a single copy re- 


He would suggest that the. 
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mains. The subject of the geology of our-coun- 


try is an interesting subject to all classes, and es-, 


pecially the geology of our wide spread, hitherto 
unexplored regions; and I believe the very reverse 
of the opinion of the gentleman from New Jersey 
would be nearer thetruth. Ibelieve that not one 
in one hundred thousand of the-reading communi- 
ty would fail-to read if they had the document; 
and I believe, moreover, that the printing and the 
distribution by Congress is the most convenient 
and the cheapest mode of disseminating informa- 
tion that can be devised. 

The question on the resolution, as modified, was 
then taken, and the vote being ayes 71, noes 47, 
no quorum; 

Mr. PARKER moved that the House adjourn: 
lost, 64 to 65. i 

Mr. OWENS moved to lay the resolution on 
the table; lost without a count. 

Mr. BELL wished to know if this work had 
been examined by any one competent to judge of 
its merits, for they had often ordered books to be 
printed which turned out to be worthless. He 
moved that the resolution be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Library. : 

Mr. HENDERSON accepted this as a modifica- 
tion, and, so modified, the resolution was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a report, in pursuance of the resolu- 
tion of the House of 29th of May, 1836, in relation 
to applications for pensions, and containing lists 
of applicants, which was laid on the table and or- 
dered to be printed. 

On motion, The House adjourned. 

{On Friday, Mr. Lawrence, of Mass. presented 
the following petitions : The petition of Nathaniel 
Goddau ang others, for pensions. The petition of 
John R. Parker, of Boston, inventor of the Sema- 
phoric telegraph for transmitting information from 
one station to another, for an act establishing a 
permanent line of telegraphs throughout the 
Union. The petition of Sylvester Day, assistant 
surgeon in the United States army, for a reim- 
bursement of money paid by him for quarters in 
1823-4. The petition of inhabitants of the city 
of Boston, for a repeal of the duty on foreign 
coal. The petition of Henry J. Pickering, for a 
remission of duties on certain machines for the 
manufacture of paper, imported into Boston in 
1829. The memorial of Hilliard, Gray & Co. of 
Boston, for the purchase by Congress of their re- 
cently published Commentaries on the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, &c. in 3 vols. 8vo, The 
petition of the Boston Marine Society, for a light 
house on Nauset Beach; also for buoys and spin- 
dles in Boston harbor. } 

IN SENATE, 
Turspay, December 27, 1836. 

The following message was received from the 
President of the United States, by Mr. Andrew 
Jackson, jr. his secretary. 

[Given in the proceedings of the House of Rep- 
resentatives.] 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the message and 
documents were referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in answer to a reso- 
lution of the Senate of the 19th inst. showing the 
different appropriations of the last session in whic 
there remain unexpended balances. . 

Also, a report from the same Department, made 
in compliance with the resolution of the 20th inst. 
in relation to the transfers of the public moneys 
made in pursuance of the deposite act; both of 
which were referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of George 
I. Knight, praying tobe remunerated for the loss 
of a vessel and cargo that was pressed into the 
service of the United States, and captured and 
burned by the enemy: referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented the petition of Joseph 


| Nourse, praying to be allowed by Congress his 


claims against the Government, which the account- 


ing officers refuse to allow him: 
-Committee on Claims... f LOSS 

Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition:of: a 
large number of the inhabitants of Connecticut, 
praying for a repeal of the duty.on foreign. coal; 
which.was referred to the Committee. on; Manufac- 
tures. 3h. ee ee S 

Mr. BAYARD presented the petition 
heirs of Henry Fisher, praying compénsatian, 
the revolutionary services of the deceased. ~ 

Mr. EWING presented the petition of the Ohio 
Railroad company, praying to be allowed the right 
of way through the public lands: referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Petitions were also presented 
TON and BROWN. a 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which had been referred the bill from the House 
to provide payment for horses and other property 
lost in the service cf the United States, reported 
the same with amendments, which were read. 

Mr. PRENTISS, on leave, introduced a bill for 
‘the relief of Elisha Town; which was twice read 
and referred. i - 

Mr. SOUTHARD, on leave, introduced the fol- 
lowing bills, which were severally twiceffread and 
referred: F 
A bill for the retief of the heirs and legal repre- 


he 
for 


by “Messrs. TIP. — 


sentatives of, Henry Eckford. : 

‘A bill to establish a Naval Academy. : 

A bill for the relief of Commodore Isaac Hull, 

A bill to establish and regulate the navy ration, 
and for other purposes. / ate 

A bill to regulate the pay of officers of the Marine 
corps. 

A bill making an appropriation for deepening 
the bar and constructing à dry dock at Pensacola, 

A bill authorizing the necessary examinations 
and surveys for the purpose of establishing a naval 
rendezvous at or near the southern extremity of 
the Territory of Florida. $ 

Mr. DAVIS, on leave, introduced a ‘bill to re- 
munerate the captors of the privateer Lydia; 
which was twice read and referred. 

_ Mr. BUCHANAN, on leave, introduced a bill to 
extend, for a longer period, the several acta now 
in force for the relief of the insolvent debtors of 
the United States; which was twice read and re- 
ferred. 

Mr. ROBINSON, on leave, introduced a bill for 
the relief of Daniel Bush; which was twice read 
and referred. Ss. . 

Mr. MOORE, on leave, introduced a bi:l to au- 
thorize the Secretary of the Treasury to invest 
the amount of the three per cent. fund, reserved 

for making roads in Alabama, under the direction 

of Congress; which was twice read and referred. 

Mr. TIPTON, on leave, introduced a, bill, to 
authorize John E. Metcalf and others to locate cer- 
tain pre-emption claims in Indiana; which was twice 
read and referred. e 

Mr. HENDRICKS, on leave, introduced a bill 
for the completion of certain internal improve- 
ments in the Territory of Florida; which was twice 
read, and referred. 

SPECIAL ORDER... 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the resolutien, introduced by Mr. EWING of 
Ohio, to rescind the Treasury order in relation to 
payments at the United States land offices, 

Mr. HUBBARD, who had the floor, addressed 
the Senate at length in opposition to the resolution; 
after which, on motion of Mr. WALKER, the 
Senate proceeded to the consideration of Execu- 
tive business, and, when the doors were opened, 
adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tursparx, December 27, 1836. 

Petitions and memorials were presented by 
Messrs. HALL and EVANS, of Maine.. 

Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island. i 

Messrs. HARD, WARDWELL, HAZELTINE, 
MeKEON, REYNOLDS, LOVE, and RUSSELL 
of New York. ad 

[Mr. Rousseu presented the petition of Milan- 
thon Wheeler, John H. Boyd, and others, inhab- 
itants of the county of Washington, in the State 


of New York, praying an appropriation to improve: 


“Mp R: sleo presented the petition of Lewis- 


Hatch, a soldier of the revolution, praying fora 
-pension for’ his revolutionary services; which, on 
motion of Mr. R. was also referred to the Commit- 


tee on Revolutionary Pensions. ` 


i ‘of the county of Washington, in the State 
of New York, 'a soldier of the revolution, praying 
for an increase of his pension for services render-' 
ed in the war of the revolution; which, on motion 
of Mr R, was referred to the Committee on Revo- 
‘Tationary Pensions.] 

Mr. GALBRALTH of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. WASHINGTON of Maryland. 

Messrs. LUCAS and MERCER of Virginia. 

Mr W.B. SHEPARD of North Carolina. 

Messrs, BOYD and HARLAN of Keniucky. 

Messrs. SLOANE and KENNON of Ohio. 

Messrs. CASEY and REYNOLDS of Miinois. 

_ [Mr. Reyworns moved that certain memorials 
and petitions now en file in this House, praying a 
grant of land to certain ancient settlers in Ilinois, 
be referred to the Committee on the Public 
jands. These petitions and memorials present 
the claims of certain setulers, arising from an erro- 
neous construction of the acts of Congress on that 
-pubject, and from the residence of these settlers iù 
a certain year, which entitled them to a grant of 
land J 

Mr. Casrr presented the petition ofa number 

of cPizens of illinois, praying the passage of a law 
granting a bounty in land to the widows and heirs 
of those who were slain in battle during the war of 
the Revolution; which, on his motion, was referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. } 
© Meo WHITE of Florida. 
1 Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
‘Ways and Means, reported a bill making appro- 
priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses for 
the Government for the year 1837: read twice and 
referred to the Committee of the Whele on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, reported a bili for 
the relief of Polly Lemon: read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr, LAWLER, frem the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the:relief of James 
Moore and William Moore. This bill having been 
twiee'read, Me. L; moved that it be ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading; and, after a few 
words from that gentleman in explanation, and 
Messrs, D J. PEARCE, JARVIS and VINTON 
in-‘onposition to the motion, it was diesgreed to— 
49 only voting in the affirmative. 80 the b.i! was 
rejected, l 

Ata subsequent perioil of the day’s proceed- 
ings, the vote by which this bill was rejected, was, 
on motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, re 
considered; anc then, on motion of Mr. LAWLER, 
the same was commilted to a commitice of the 
whole House. 

Hr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported a bill to grant the Apalaga 
Rail Road: company the right of way through the 
public lands: read twice and committed. 

“oo MICHIGAN, 
The following message in writing was received 
from the President ‘of the United States by the 
' hands of his private secretary, Aynavw Jacxsoy, 
jun. Esq. oo 
To the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America: 

By the second section of the act “ to establish 
the northern boundary line of the State of Ohio, 
and to provide for the admission of the State of 
Michigan into the Union, upon the conditions 
therein: expressed,” approved June 15th, 1836, 
the constitution and State Government which the 
people of Michigan had formed fur themselves, 
was vatified and confirmed, and the State cf stichi- 
gan declared to be one of. the United States of 
America, and admitted into the Union, upon an 
‘equal footing. with the original States, but on the 
express condition, that the said State should con. 
sist of, andhave jurisdiction over, ali the territory 
included within certain boundaries described in 


*R. also” presented the petition of Samuel: 
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th fict, and over nene other. It was further en- 
acted, by the third section of the same lew, that 
as a compliance with the fundamental condition of 
admission, the boundaries of the State of Michi- 
gan, as thus descr-bed, declared, and established, 
should .** receive the assent of a convention of de- 
legatés, elécted by the people of said State, for the 
selé purpose of giving the assent therein required; 
that, a5 soon as such assent should be given, the 
President of the United States should announce 
the same by proclamation; and that, thereupon, 
and without any further proceeding on the part of 
Congress, the admission of the State into the 
Union, as ore of the United States of America, 
should be considered as complete, andthe Sena- 
torsand Representatives in the. Congress of the 
Umted States, entitled to take their seats without 
further delay. 

in the month “of November last, I reecived a 
communication, enclosing the official proceedings 
of a convention assembled at Ann Arbour, in Mi- 
chigan, on the 26:h of September, 1836, all which 
(marked A) are herewith laid before you. It will 
be seen by these papers, that the convention therein 
referred to was elected by the people of Michigan, 
pursuant to an act of the State Legislature, pass- 
ed en: the 25th of July last, in consequence of the 
above mentioned act of Congress, and that it de- 
clined giving its assent to the fundemental condi- 
tion prescribed by Congress,’ and rejected the 
same. 

On the 24th instant, the accompanying paper 
marked B, with its enclosure, containing the pro- 
ceedings of a convention of delegates subseqiuent- 
ly elected, and held in the State of Michigan, was 
presented tome. By these papers, which are also 
herewith submitted for your consideration, it ap- 
pears that elections were held in all the counties 
of the State, excepttwo, onthe Sth and 6th days 
of December instant, for the purpose of electing a 
convention of delegates to give the assent required 
by Congress; that the delegates then elected, as- 
sembled in convention on the 14th day of Decem- 
ber instant; and that on the following day the as- 
sent of the body to the fundamental condition, 
above stated, was formally given. 

This latter conventic was not held ‘or elected, 
by virtue of any act of the Territorial or Stute 
Legislature; it originated from the pecple them- 
selves, and was chosen by them in pursuance of re- 
solutions adopted in primary assemblies, held in 
the respective counties. ‘Lhe act of Congress, 
however, docs not prescribe by what authority 
the convention shall be ordered, or the time 
when, or the manner in which, it shall he chosen, 
Had these fatter proceedings come to me darinys 
the recess of Congress, I should therefore have 
felt it my daty, oa being satisfied that they ema- 
nated from a convention of delegates elacted, in 
point of fact, by the people of the State, for the 
purpose required, to have issued my proclamation 
thereon, as provided by law. Bat as the authori- 
ty conferred on the President, was evidentiy given 
to bim nnder the expectation that the assent of the 
convention might be laid before bim during the 
recess of Congress, and to avoid the delay of a 
postponement until the meeting of that bedy, and 
as the circumstances which now attend the case, 
are in other respects peculiar, and such as could 
not have been foreseen, when the act of June 15 
18365, was passed, i deem it most agreeable to the 
intent of that law, and proper for other reasons 
that the whole subject should be submitted to the 
decision of Congress. The importance of your 


early action uponit is too obvious to need remark, 


ANDREW JACKSON, 

Wasnixotox, December, 1836. 

The message having been read, was, on motion 
of Mr. CRAIG, referred to the Committee op the 
Jadicisry, and, with the accompanying document 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PEARCE of Rhode Island submitted the 


S; 


- fọllowizg resolution, which, under the rule, lies 


over one day. : 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to communicate to this House 
if, in his opinion, not incompatible with the public 
Interest, what steps, if any, have recently been 
taken to recover of the kingdom of Denmark the 
claims of the United States for three prize ships, 


TO 


viz: The Betsey, The Union, and Charming Poliy, 
valued by Doctor Benjamin Franklin at fify 
thousand pounds sterling, captured by the squad. 
ron ander the command of the Chevalier John 
Paul Jones, during the war of the revolution, 
carried into the port of Bergen, Norway, a part of 
the Danish. dominions, seized by ‘the officers of 
his Danish Majesty, the King of Denmark, in Oc. 
tober, 1779, and unlawfully delivered to the Bri- 
tish authorities. 

If no steps have been so taken to recover said 
claim, to communicate to this House whether it 
has ever b:en waived, or given up, and if the 
sums have been waived, or given up, when, and if 
upon any, what consideration. 

On motion of Mr, SMITH of Maine, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
extencing the provisions of the act, entitled “An 
act for the relief of certain insolvent debtors of 
the United States,” passed on the 2d day of 
March, A, D. 1831, to such persons who were in- 
debted to the United States in the manner pro- 
vided for by said act on the 1st day of January 
last past. 

On motion of Mr, BORDEN, it was 

Resvived, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of chang- 
ing the name of the revenue district Dighton, in 
the State of Massachusetts, to that of Fall River; 
also, the expediency of allowing vesels arriving 
frorn the Cape of Good Hope, and places beyond, 
to enter in said district. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of continuing to the widows and children of the 
officers and soldiers of the late war with Great 
Britain, the pensions to which their husbands and 
fathers were entitled. 

On mo-bin of Mr. JARVIS, it was 

Resolved, That 2 committee be appointed, whose 
duty it shall be to consider all matters touching the 
public buildisgs and public grounds within the 
city of Washington. — 

On motion of Mr. HALL of Maine, 

Resalved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire intu the expediency 
of placing the name of Moses Smith on the pen 
sion roil, trom the i0th of March, 1814, to the 8th 
of Apri 1818. 

On motion of Mr. EVERETT, 

Resolved, That the Committee cn the Library 
he directed to inquire into the exnediency of pub- 
lishing a stereotype edition of the Laws of the 

nited States. : 

On motion of Mr. BEAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 


| in-tructed to inquire into the expediency of grant- 


ing an additional appropriation for removing the 
obstructions in the Cocheco branch of the Piscata- 
qua river, near the harbor of Dover, in the State 
o: New Hampshire. 

On motion of Mr. LAWRENCE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of ap- 
pointing a Surveyor of the Customs at Bruaswick, 
in the State of Georgia. 

On motion of Mr. BURNS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of placing the name of Ezekiel Burnham on the 
pension roll. 

On motion of Mr. JANES, it wag 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquice into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Dan- 
ville, through Walden and Lamoile village, to 
Walcott, in the State of Vermont; and that the pa 
pers now on file in relation to the same, be com: 
mitted to said committee. 

On motion of Mr. JACKSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of allowing to Elijah Barder the arrears of 
pay as a revo'utionary soldier from the 25th day of 
September, 1820, when he was stricken from the 
pension roll, until the 19th day of January, 1832, 
the time when his name was enrolled, 

On motion of Mr. PIERCE of New Hampshire 
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Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inguire into the exvediency of 
removing the. location of the. district and circuit 
courts of the United States for the district of New 
Hampshire, from Exeter to Concord, À 

` On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, it was : 

` Resolved, That the Committee on-Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
viving. the act granting pensioas to the widows 


ployed on board of private armed vessels of the 
United States, and who died in such employment 
during the late war... . 
Mr. CAMBRELENG submitted the following: 
Resolved, That the Comraittee on < ; 
be instructed to inquire into the expedi 


leacy of 
‘repealing all laws authorizing protection be issued 
to ame ican seamen. 
Mr. C. gave as a reason for his introduction of Uris 
resolution that the Jans now in éxistence on the | 
| 
| 
i 
{ 
| 
t 
i 
| 
l 
i 
i 
l 


subject, were not only unnecessa 
tion of our seamen, but were a heavy, odi 
entirely unnecessary charge upon that meri 
body of men. It was cruel to requi 
take out a protection at every port inthe 
` Btates, arid was avexatious aud > 
them. The American flag was of 
cient protection on the oce 
Mr. PARKER obj 
considered protections ne 
Mr. McKtiON hoped the 
New Jersey would give up kis 
resolution proposed an inguir 
of relieving a highly deserving < 
zens from an onerous tax, and oug 
ed. | 
Mv. GILLET said a few word 
“and wished its operation to be exte 
ther, by instructing the committee to 
into the expediency of abolishing all fees 
upon seamen. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked, that his r 
tion embraced all laws on the subject; aud 
had ne objection to any extension of it, he con- 
sented to the modification. i 
Mr. ADAMS hoped the subject would be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, and be ex- 
amined in all its aspects, and that they would make 
areport to the House on the subject. Tiris reso- 
lution proposed to make a very important change li 
in the system of granting protection to American 
seamen. He doubted whether it would be 
dient to repeal all the laws on the subj 
thought American seamen ought to t: 
‘per as a protection. and to identify ther: 
ican seamen, He doubted whether the Arse 
seamen should lose the protection of i 


ie 


CXpe- 


and orphan children of persons who were em- 


me te 
as he 
| 


try. Mr. A. said there might be many t 
“who did not know what pave origin to th 
of protection, ‘The origin of it was the practice 
of impressment by the British Government; that 
practice of taking out of every vessel every per- 
son they thought proper to take. When 
menced with England, the Britis! 
ders to his officers to take i £ 
wherever found, and under thit order By 
otficers.impressed and took what seamen 
of our vessels they pleased; and the only 
check there was now to this practice, was this 
very protection which is now prono to be 
taken away from them. it was intended ¿s sn ex- 
pedientfor saving American seamen frem being 
taken away in this manner, and impresseal on \ 
board of British ships of war. ife hoped the re- j 
solution would pass, and that the comnvitee we i 
consider it a very serious matter; and if th | 
was to be abolished, that they would provide i 
some protection for American seamén, 
Mr. CAMBRELENG suid, his own impression | 
was that the roll which every ship took out from | 
the custom-house, was a sufficient protection. On | 
it the name, the age, and a de-cription of every | 
seaman was set dowa, and he did not know kow | 


ont 


an American seamen could receive greater pro- 
tection than this. As to seamens being dischar 
ed in foreign ports, the laws expressly declared. 
that noseaman shall be discharged, except under 
certain specified provisions. He stated that his 
only object- was to relieve American seamen from 


an inconvenience at present existing, and - he did 


not think that because heretofore our ships had f 


been bosurded, and seamen taken, thatit became us 
at this 
American seamen. 

Mr. ADAMS said he did not mean to oppòse 
the resolution, but he meant toapprise the House 
iat this was a propositioa which involved a ques- 
tion of peace or war, and with no less a’ power 
than Gr 
the commiltee, he hoped and. trusted they would 
consider if asa matter of very great. moment. Fe 
did not consider hips rola sufficient protec- 
tion; he did not believe that officers of foreign Go- 
verumenis would look upon ships’ rolis as ef any 
azcount at all. Suppose the King of Great Bri- 
tsin was fo issue an order in covncii directing his 
officers to ts wherever found, 
Se asked the sentleman from New York whether 
this roll would be any protection at all?) And if 
they should take cur seamen, what would yeu do? 
You would remo instruct your minister 
rou would core fo war, 
t war brought about; a 

ight abhor a- war) as’ 
ever was waged in the world. . He 
to repeal eny unnecessary charge 
upon sramen. 

Me. CUSHING did not 


seamen 


ize to oppose the reso- 
ination of the subject 
ew that in some ports 
in others, in conse. 
ometir 


Kv. 


OW Se 


eons that ships roll wasa sufficient pro- 
tection, a8 the gentleman from New York had 
intimated. He inquired from this roll to bea pro- 


tection ta scamen who m 
might have left t ; 
kept with the ve 


t be discharged, or 
The ro'l was always 
eit could be no pro- 
while. on the vessel. 
ony fax taken off of 
be imposed, or of 


n, un 
of ha 
seamen which might now 
equslizing fhe expenses of precuring a protection; 
but he did nottiink, with the geetleman from 
New York, thai e protection was unnecessary. He 
said, that when landsmen desired to go to Europe, 
they. gat a passport from the Department of State 
witho:t charge, and ghe should be pleased to ‘see 
the sesmen gel. protections on the same conditions. 

Mr. Ce ded by moving to amend the reso- 
Pon 


to HK 


59 


nd the whole 
on Commerce, the jaw 


from (5 


> tleman from Massa 
as modified, was then agreed to, 
ed to the orders of the day. 
VE DEPARTMENTS, 

ss being the resolutions of Mr. 
s of Raede Island, on the 


to the alleged abuses of the 


and the 


The 


ed his surprise that such a 


e from the friends of the admin- 


did not wish the resc- 
bal, onthe contrary, 


ELENG 


quence of it. 1 
st necessity. that 


and other pensioners, ‘&c. 
tonishead thatthe gentleman from Tenues 
hint that Mr. C. desired to put off the qnestioa 
when-it ‘was within the knowledge of the House 


day to continue this kind of protection to - 


t Britain; and when thesubject went to ` 


_as follows: 


that he was.one of the veiy J 
sion, who, on- all occasions, 
inquiry. If the: House: would x 
he. would withdraw. his moti 
pose of testing lis sense, he 
ingly. © > et : 

The. resolution - originally ‘submit 


Résolved, That 30 


quarter, at the manner in which they have fulfilled 
the objects of their creation,” be referred to a.8é- 
lect committee, to consist of nine: members, with 
power to send for persons and‘ papers, and with 
instructions to inquire into, the condition-of the’ va- 
rious Executive Departments, the ability arid: in- 
tegrity with which they have been conducted, 
into the manner in which the public business has. 
been discharged in all of them, and into all catses 


‘of complaint. from any quarter, at the manner in 


which said departments, cr their bureaus or offices, 
or any of their officers or agents of every: deserip- 
tion whatever, directly or indirectly connected. with 
them in any manner, officially or ‘unofficially, ia 
duties pertaining to the public interest, have fut- 
filled or failed to accomplish the objecte-of their 
creation, or have violated their duties, or: have in- 
jured and impaired the public service and inte- 
rest, and that said committee, in its inquiries, may 
refer to such periods of time as to them may seem 
expedient and prope,” oe ees 

The question pending was the following amend- 
ment, moved by Mr. PEARCE of Rhode Island: 
Strike out all after the word “resolved,”. and in- 
sèrt the following: . i T 

“That so much of the President’s message as 
is in the following words, to-wit: ‘Before con- 
cluding this paper, € think it is due. to the various 
Executive Departments to bear testimony toi their 
prosperous condition, and to the ability and, inte. 
grify with which they have been’ conducted.’ It 
has been my aim to enforce in all of them.a vigi- 
lant and faithful discharge of the public business; 
aad itis gratifying to me to believe ,that;there ‘ia 
no just cause of complaint from’ any quarter, at 
the manner in which they have fulfilled the objects - 
of their creation,’ be referred to a select commit- 
tee of nine members, with instructions to inquire 
into any specific causes of complaint which may 
be alleged against the integrity of the administra- 
tion of eny of the departments, or their bureaus, 
of the vigilance and fidelity with which their du- 
ties have been discharged, and that said committee 
have power to send for persons and papers.” 

Me. PICKENS remarked that, as the honorable 
mover of the original resolution was absent from 
the House, es he had been for some days, par- 
liamentary usage and eourtesy would afford him 


an opportunity of addressing the House in. eon- 


Mr. P. would thereforé sug- 
gest the propriety of postponing ‘the farther 
consideration of the subject, GH Thursday’ next, 
and that it be made ‘the special order for that day. 

Mr. HARPER suggested a later day—this day 
weeks | í an 

Mr. PICKENS assented, and modified his mo- 
tion by moving to postpone the subject till Tues- 
day next, end that it be made the special order 
fr that day. He again explained, substantially 
as above, his reason for doing so, (vizt ‘the abe 
sence of Mr. Wise.) ea EG 

Mr. BOON hoped it would. not be ‘postponed 
another hour; and he sddéd, it must bé obvious te 
every one that, if it was postponed another week, 
the information required by it could not.be obtain. 
ed atall during this short session. ` 

‘fhe motion of Mr: PICKENS was agreed to— 
ayes 98, noes SL 507 5i H f Suna 

` The joint resolation, from the Senate, ditecting 
the publication of the annual statement of the 
commerce and navigation of the United: States, 
under the direction of the Secretary of* the Trea. 
sury, was taken up, read twice, and, on motion of 


clusion upon it. 


36 


Mr. GILLET, referred to the Committee — D 
Commerce. ‘ 


INDIAN CESSIONS. . 
` The bill regulating, in certain cases, the disposi- 
tión of the proceeds of lands ceded by Indian 
tribes to the United States, was read the third time 
und passed, 
Bani -THE MINT. 

On ‘motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on 

-the state of the. Union, Mr. MUHLENBERG in the 
‘chair, and. resumed. the consideration of the bill 
supplementary to the act entitled “An act estab- 
lishing a mint, and regulating the coins of the Uni- 
ted States.” 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
HARPER to strike out those parts of the bill go- 

-ing to change the value of copper, so as to restore 
it to the present rate, 

The motion to amend was supported: by Messrs. 
ADAMS and HARPER, and opposed by Messrs. 

- CAMBRELENG and McKIM; when the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

Mr. HARPER moved some further amendments, 
which were agreed to. 

A somewhat lengthy discussion ensued upon 
some of the other minute provisions of the bill, in 
which Messrs. CAMBRELENG and ADAMS par- 
ticipated, when the bill was laid aside to be re- 
ported, ss amended, to the House, 

The committee then took up and considered the 


bill making an appropriation for the suppression - 


of Indian hostilities; [the bül appropriated the 
further sum of $2,000,000;] which was laid aside 
to be reported, 

‘the committee then took up and considered the 
bill making appropriations for the payment of the 
revolutionary and other pensioners of the United 
States for the year 1837; which was laid eside. 

The committee then rose and reported, and the 
mint bill being taken up, the amendments of the 
committee of the whole were severally concur- 
red in, f 

Mr. GILLET moved fur-her to amend the bill, 
so a8 to make the cent a legal tender for all sums 
under the half dime; which was disagreed to. 

Mr. G. then moved to strike out the twelfth 
section, which was also disagreed to, and the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

‘The other two bills were also ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading; and then, on motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wensesvay, Dec. 28, 1836. f 

Mr. LINN presented the memorial of the Le- 
gislaiure of Missouri, praying for an extension of 
the right of pre-emption, and for a graduation of 
the price of public land, in proportion to its 
quality: referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. Also, a memorial from the same, praying 
for the estabiishmeat of a suitable number of 
marine hospitals on the nerthern Jakes and the 
Mississippi river: referred to the Commiitee on 
Commerce, Also, àa memorial from the same, 
praying that all Jands returned as not worth the 
expense of surveying, may be surrendered to the 
State: referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands, 


Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from sun- 
dry citizens of Philadelphia, praying that an ap- 
propriation may be made for the erection of a new 
custom-bouse at that place: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the memorial of 
John H. Hall, of Harper’s Ferry, stating that he 
has effected important improvements in the con- 
truction of fire-arms, and asking remuneration 
for his great expenditure of time and moncy on 
that object: referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.. KENT presented the memorial cf Dr, Boyd 
Riley, asking the patronage of Congress for a 
vapor bath invented by him: referred to a s.lect 
committee, consisting of five members. 

Petitions were also presented by Messrs. HUB- 
BARD, DAVIS, KENT, and WRIGHT. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported, without amendment, the bill to 


‘Tench Ringgold, reported a bill for his his relief; 
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provide more effectually for the settlement of ac- [| 
counts between the United States and receivers of 
public moneys. - - ` 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, made an unfavorable reporton the peti- 
tion-of William H. Hall; and the committee was 
discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the same committee, 
to which bad been referred the petition of Ran- 
som Mix, reported a bill for-his relief; which was 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which had been referred the petition of 


which was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported unfavorably on the petition of 
Joseph Ford. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported without amendment the bill 
to authorize the Pensacola and Perdido Railroad 
and Canal company to locate a road, and cut a ca- 
nal, through the public lands. 

Mr. HENDRICKS, from the same committee, 
reported without amendment the bill to authorize 
eertain internal improvements in the Territory of 
Florida. 

Mr. RIVES submitted the followiag resolution, 
which lies on the table one day for consideration: 

Resolved, That the 47th rule of the Senate be 
amended as follows: After “country,” insert “or 
who have received medals by a vote of Congress.” 

Mr. RUGGLES submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which les on the table one day; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making provision by law for constructing suita- 
ble fortifications in Portland harbor, at the mouths 
of the Kennebec, Penobscot, and St. Croix rivers, 
and at any other points on the coast or interior 
frontier of the State of Maine, re quiring works of - 
defence. 

Mr. DAVIS submitted the following resolution, 
which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Committe on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
pealing the laws which impose twenty cents a 
month upon seamen as hospital money, 

The following bills from the House, were seve- 
rally read twicé and referred: 

An act for the payment of the revolutionary 
and other pensioners of the United States; 

An act making an appropriation for the sup- 
pression of Indian hostilities; 

Anact to regulate, in certain cases, the disposi- 
tion of the proceeds of the public Jands ceded by 
Indian tribes to the United States; 

An act supplementary tothe act entitled an act 
establishing and regulating the coins of the United 
States; 

A bill for the relief of Norman Holt, 

Mr. BENTON called the attention of the Senate 
toa statement that had been received from the 
President of the United States in enswer to a reso- 
lution submitted by him showing the balances 
that will remain on the Ist January next of unex- 
pended appropriations of the last session, with the 
date of each appropriation. Mr. B, moved that 
an extra number of copies of this document be 
printed and distribnted as follows: five copis to 
each of the Governers of the several States, and 
twenty copissto each branch of the Legislatures 
of the several States. 

On this motion a debate ensued, in which it was 
opposed by Messrs. CALHOUN, HUBBARD, 
DAVIS, NILES, and STRANGE, and supported 
by Mr. BENTON; but at the suggestion of 
Messrs. HUBBARD and STRANGE, Mr. BEN. 
TON withdrew that part of the motion which re- 
lates to sending copies to the Governors and Le- 
gislatures of the several States, The first branch 
of the motion, which was for the printing of 1000 
extra copics of the document, wes then carried 
‘without a division. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
General Post Office Department, containing esti- 
mates of the expenditures for the ensuing year: 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and order- 
ed to be printed. 


This being the day set apart for the election of * 


chaplain, the Senate proceeded to ballot for the 
same; and on the first ballot the Rev. Mr. Good. 
man was elected, he having 22 votes out of 41 
iven. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
WEDNESDAY, Dec. 28, 1836, 
Petitions and memorials were presented by— 

Mr. BEAN of New Hampshire. 

[Mr. Bean presented the petition of Jedediah 
Skinner, praying for an invalid pensivn.] 

Messrs. ADAMS and PHILLIPS of Massachu- 
setts. 

Mr. HOLT of Connecticut. 

Messrs. HAZELVINE and GILLET of New 
York. 

Mr. PARKER of New Jersey. 

Messrs. McKENNAN and GALBRAITH of 
Pennsylvania. 

[Mr. Gatnrairu presented a memorial from 
citizens of Pennsylvania, praying for an appro- 
priation to improve the AHeghany river from 
Pittsburg, in Pennsylvania, to Olean, in the State 
of New York; referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. Also, a memorial on the files of the 
House, from citizens of Pennsylvania, setting forth 
the great and increasing issues of bank paper mo- 
ney by companies incorporated in the different 
States, producing fluctuations and confusion in 
the currency of the country, and leading to con- 
fliction ataong the several States and against tho 
spirit of the constitution of the United States; and 
praying Congress to inquire into the expediency 
and propriety of proposing an amendment to the 
constitution, restricting the incorporation of bank- 
ing companies hereafter by the Siates, and limiting 
such companies in their issues of paper money; 
also, setting forth that the notes of the Bank of 
the United States, which had been returned to 
the bank for redemption, and redeemed, had been 
re-issued since the expiration of the charter on 
the 4th of March last, instead of being cancelled; 
and praying an inquiry by Congress whether any 
remedy can be devised against such practice upon 
the Government, as a stockholder in the said 
bank, and upon the community, having no secu- 
rity for the redemption of such re-issues of the 
notes ofa bank whose charter has expired for that 
purpose. 

Mr. G. asked the reference of the memorial to 
a select committee. 

Mr. Mann of New York expressed a wish to 
give his reasons why he should be pleased to have 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania gratified in his 
motion; and he therefore hoped the petition would 
lie over. 

Under the rule, the memorial was ordered to 
lie over till to-morrow. ] 

Mr. HOWARD of Maryland. 

Messrs, MCCOMAS, TALIAFERRO, and MER- 
CER, of Virginia, 

(Mr. McComas presented the petition of James 
Boyd, which had been heretofore presented to the 
Commissioner on Pensions and rejected, praying 
Congress to grant bim a pension. The petition 
was, on Mr. McC’s motion, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions.] 

Mr. HAMER cf Ohio. 

[Mr. Hamer presented the petition of Nancy 
Egnew, praying compensation for losses sustained. 
during the late war with Great Britain: referred 
to the Committee of Ciaims. | ` 

Mr, REYNGLDS of Ilinois. 

[Mr. Rexwxoxps of Ilinois presented the memo- 
rial of the General Assembly of Minois, praying 
a donation ofland to be given to the State to aid in 
the re pair of the road from Shaweetown, by Frank- 
fort, in the State: of Ilinois, to St, Louis, in Mis- 


souri; snd on his motion the same wag referred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. ] 


Mr. LAWLER of Alabama. 
Mr. WHITE of Florida. 


Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee 


of Claims, reported a resolution discharging that 
committee from the further consideration of the 
case of 
the accompanying: papers, to ihe Third Auditor; 
which was concerred in. 


Brookes, and referring the same, and 


Mr. CUSHMAN, fromthe Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill for the relief of Joseph 
Dashiel: read twice and committed. 

MEXICAN BOUNDARY. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs, reported a bill to provide for car- 
rying into effect an article of the treaty of limits 
between the United States and Mexico: read twice 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole on 
tbe state of the Union. ae 

Mr. HUNTSMAN, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
the heirs of Francis Jarvis, deceased: read twice | 
and committed. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, from the same 
Committee, reported a bill for the relief of the 
legal representatives of John Dawson, deceased: 
read twice and committed. 

Mr. MERCER, from the Coramittee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill to authorize certain 
railroad companies to construct railroads through 
the Territory of Florida; which was read twice 
and postponed, on Mr. M’s motion, until to-mor- | 
row. 

resolutions were then called for in the order of 
States. 

POST OFFICE IN NEW YORK. 

Mr. GIDEON LEE of New York submitted 
the following: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads inquire into the necessity of erect- 
ing, or otherwise procuring, a fire-proof building 
in the city of New York, for the use of the Post 
Office Department as a post office. 

The resolution having been read; 

Mr. GIDEON LES said he knew well the im- 
propriety of appending an argument to a subject 
matter on reference to a committee for inquiry, 
but he desired the House to indulge him in saying 
a few words in this case, ` 

lt is known to this House that an immense 
correspondence centres in the city of New York; 
the amount of property enveloped in this corres- 
pondence is very great; the bank notes, bills, for- 
eign and domestic, executed and unexecuted con- 
tracts, papers emanating from the courts of judi- 
eature, and other public documents—and although 
all in transitu, the aggregate amount always at 
rest in that office, and liable to conflagration, is 
incalculable. 

It is true that the comparatively isolated posi- 
tion of the present office, renders it more safe 
than many other locations would be, but by no 
means secure. 

Mr. Speaker, from causes beyond the control or 
the guidance of the people, that city more than 
any other has suffered by fire; and I fear the ap- 
pellation of ‘‘the city of fires,” which some have 
been pleased to style it, is not so great or so strain- 
ed a misnomer as we could wish tt to be. 

I compute the ownership of the property in that 
office, by the best data within my reach, to be 
about one-seventh or one-eighth part in the citi- 
zens, and the great balance is owned by the peo- 
ple of all the States, from Louisiana to Maine, from 
Missouri to Virginia. The loss of that kind of 
property, gentlemen know as well as ¥ do, is irre- 
parable. No man can be more careful, or more 

_ faithful, than Mr. Coddington, the present incum- 
bent there; but no care, no measure, short of a` 
fire proof, will insure security. 

The resolution was then concurred in nem diss. 

FOREIGN CONSULS. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL submitted the following, 
which was read. 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs inquire into the expediency of abolishing the 
offices of agent of claims at Paris and London. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said, he had a single word 
te say in 1cgard to this resolution. Ht would be 
remembered that we had for years gone on, and 
paid to the Consuls at London and Paris each $2000, 
as agents of claims He couldnt learn that there 
was any law in the statute book to create this of- 
fice of agent of claims. Although there may, 
originally, have been some claims of American 
citizens to require some agency from the Consuls 
at London and Paris, yet he was not aware that 


there remained any more claims longer to justify 
this allowance, At all eyents, he wanted the | 
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thing called by its right name. If you say you 
will allow to each of these Consuls $2000 per year, 
as Consuls, be it so; but call them not agents of 
claims. Tt would be recollected, that last year we 
passed an act for the reliefof the Consul at Lon- 
don, by which it is said that about $3,500 is an- 
nually to be allowed to him for office rent, clerk 
hire, fuel, &c. This, in addition to his $2000, as 
agent of claims, and his fees of office; making his 
income nearly or quite equal to that of your resi- 
dent minister. He felt it his duty to call the at- 
tention of the House to this subject. 
EXTENSION OF THE PENSION SYSTEM. 

Mr. TAYLOR of New York submitted the fol- 
lowing: f 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of amending the third section of the act 


entitled “An act granting half pay to widows or 


orphans, where their husbands or fathers have 
died of wounds received in the military service of 
the United States in certain cases, and for other 
purposes,” approved July 4, 1836, so as to extend 
the provisions of that section to all widows of 
officers and soldiers of the war of the revolution 
whose husbands were entitled a pension, except- 
ing cases of second marriage after the terminaion 
of the war. 

The resolution having been read, Mr. TAYLOR 
addressed the House as follows: 

Mr. Speaker. Before taking the question on this 
resolution, I ask the indulgence of the House 
while I submit a few remarks. Ihad prepared a 
resolution, instructing the committee to inquire 
into the expediency of extending the provisions of 
the act to those widows of officers and soldiers of 
the war of the revolution, whose marriage took 
place previous to the close of the war; whereas, 
the act of the lest session gives a pension only to 
those widows whose marriage took place previous 
to the expiration of the last term of military ser- 
vice of their husbands; but having received some 
communications upon the subject, and upon fur- 
ther reflection, I have been induced to alter it in 
the manner as now presented. Ihave done so 
from a deep conviction that if there is justice or 
propriety in extending the pension system to the 
widows of pensioners, as now provided by law, 
there is equal justice and propriety in extending it 
in the manner proposed; and indeed, sir, I may 
say there would be great injustice in withholding it. 

The act which it is proposed to amend, I be- 
lieve passed without opposition, or at least with 
great unanimity. There was manifest in the 
House a strong disposition to extend the pension 
system to the aged widows of the soldiers of the 
revolution; and Iam inclined to the opinion that 
if more time had been allowed, more deliberation 
bestowed upon the subject, the act would not have 
been as limited in its provisions as it now is. Į be- 
lieve I may say, without fear of contradiction, that 
no legislation by Congress meets more decidedly 
and cordially the approbation of the people of 
these United States, than does that which extends 
the liberality, the justice, of this nation to that class 
who yet linger among us, and who were participa- 
tors directly, or even indire-tly, in the privations, 
the sufferings, and the sacrifices of the war of the 
revolution; and I rejoice, sir, that it is so; for it 
indicates that deep anI abiding gratitude which 
flows from a just sense and due appreciation of 
the great benefits which they obtained, a cherish- 
ing of the principles which they taught, and a ve- 
neration and attachment to the institations which 
they established. This truly American feeling 
may well be indulged, and should be gratified, es- 
pecially as we have so abundantly the means of 
gratifying it; for while it confers upon the aged 
and worthy remnant of a race of patriots and he- 
roes some just reward for meritorious services and 
sacrifices, it cherishes and cultivates those senti- 
ments of respect and attachment to the political 
doctrines and principles of a purer age, which tend 
to the security of freedom, and the safety of the 
Union. And why, sir, have you extended your 
pension system to the widows of those who were 
entitled to a pension? It is because they, too, have 
made sacrifices in the cause of their country; it is 
because they have endured hardships and encoun- 
tered dangers for their country’s freedom; it is 
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because they have united their. fortunes’ and 


identified their interests from early life with these 
who fought your battles, Itis becanse of the enm- 
couragement which they gave, arid the influence 
which they exerted, an encouragement which 
never faltered in the gloomiest period of that war, 
and an influence which was felt, wherever there 
was a tented field, a battle-ground,. or a soldier-ta 
beenlisted for the service: The patriotism, ‘the 
zeal, ay, and the enthusiasm of that day, was not 
confined to those by nature constituted to endure 
the hardships of a soldier’s life, but pervaded all 
classes of society, and was conspicuously mani- 
fested by the gentler sex; and no matron or maid 
in the proudest days of Spartan valor would, as 
the blush of wounded pride mantled on her cheek, 
have turned with mere of scorn and indignation 
from the coward who had basely fled from the de 
fence of his country, than would the American 
women of that period have turned from him 
whose treachery or cowardice had thrown dis- 
grace upon him, And this influence was power 
ful in the success of the war; it animated the heart, 
it nerved the. arm of the soldier, and prompted 
him to deeds of daring and of valor. But, sir, I 
need not dwell upon the merits, the influence, 
and the sacrifices of the American women of revo- 
lationary times; for you have already settled the 
principle, that the widow of the pensioned soldier 
of the revolution is entitled to a continuance of 
that bounty of the Government which her husband 
enjoyed; but you have, as I humbly conceive, un- 
justly confined it to those, and thase only, whose 
marriage took place previous to the last military 
services of their husbands. And, sir, is this fact, 
the fact of marriage previous to the last military 
services of the soldier, so important as to settle 


‘the question whether the widow is entitled to the 


pension which her husband enjoyed? Should that 
fact, Lask, be the test hy which you are to deter. 
mine the justice or the expediency of continuing 
the pension to the widow? It appears to me not, 
sir. Neither do { conceive that marriage previous 
to the close of that war is the jast criterion by 
which this question should be decided. If the wife 
of the soldier, while he was perilling his life in the 
service of his country, was suffering at home many 
and great privations, and participating largely in 
sympathy, anxiety, and solicitude, for the safety 
of her husband, and the success of the cause in 
which he was engaged, is entitled to the inheri- 
tance of that annuity which your sense, of right 
granted her husband while living, how much 
less worthy this favor is the widow, who, although 
at that period might have stood in no other rela- 
tion than that of the affectionate daughter, the 
anxious sister, of those who were hazarding allin 
their country’s cause, and who, after participat- 
ing, perhaps, equally in the sufferings peculiar to 
those times, at the close of the war united her for- 
tune for life with that of the war-worn sol- 
dier? or the affianced. maid, whose marriage, 
from motives of prudence, advice of friends, 
the perils of the times, and anxiety for the 
cause in which all were engaged, was deferred un- 
til patriotism and valor were crowned with success, 
and peace and tranquillity restored to the country? 
An‘ yet, by your present law, the one is. entitled 
to a pension, while the others are deprived, and. 
the number of this class is not comparatively 
small. Sir, those days werenot so much days of 
marrying and giving in marriage, as they were of 
toil, of suffering, and of bloodshed in a glorious 
cause; and if the facts could be precisely known, 
T doubt not it would be found that with those actu- 
ally engaged in the service of their country, more 
marriages were consummated soon after the. war 
than during the entire period of the revolution; 
and yet you deprive the widows of all such of that 
bounty which you bestow upon the others. Is 
this equal justice? Isit right? 

But, sir, my object is not to discuss. the ques, 
tion at this time, but merely to bring the subject 
before the House, with the hope that the commit- 
tee will give it their immediate attention, and re- 
port a bill in conformity to the suggestions of the 
resolution. 

Mr. STORER remarked, that the Committee on 
Reyolytionary Pensions had had this subject un- 
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:der consideration, and would reporta bill meet- 

ing the views of the gentleman from New York. 
The resolution was then agreed to nem. diss. 
Mr. HARD submitted the following: 


Resolved, That the Committee. on the Public 


Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of. providing by law for granting to each of the 
disbanded officers who served in the late war with 
Great Britain, a quantity of land, according to 
rank, as a remunération for sacrifices and services 
rendered by them in that war. i 
; Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina opposed the 
resolution, because it held out a delusive ‘promise 
to the soldiers of the last war. He thought it en- 
tirely inconsistent with the duty. which they owed 
to the people of the country, to grant land to offi- 
eers according to the terms of this resolution. He 
asked what claim had these officers upen the Go- 
vernment for a grant of this kind? Were they 
promised land?. or were they induced to believe 
. that.a bounty of this kind would be granted to 
them? There was no promise made, aad why 
hold out this hope to them. He thought they 
might extend a bounty of this kind to those who 
were more needy. He thought there were many 
persons much more deserving on the score of ne- 
cessity than those officers, and he hoped, if the 
subject was referred to a committee, the commit- 
tee would reject it. 

Mr. HARD hoped, as this was a resolution sim- 
ply to inquire, that gentlemen would not oppose 
it, This subject had been twice favorably receiv- 
ed by the House on former occasions, and he trust- 
‘ed that now, when the Treasury was overflowing, 
and they did not know how to dispose of its sur- 
plus money, Government would show iis liberality 
to this meriterious class of citizens. 

Mr. MANN thought the officers of the late war 
as Meritorious a body of men as were the officers 
of any other war. It would be reco!lected by the 
House and the country, that Cengress acted’ libe- 
rally towards the officersand soldiers of the revolu- 
tion. He alluded to the legislation in relation to 
officers of the Virginia lines and said that Congress 
had granted bounty land to the soldiers of the re- 
voluionary war; but they r fused it to the officers 
of the late war. He did not, however, mean to 
say that he would be in favor of granting land to 
those ¢fcers; but he did say that he was in favor 
o an inguiy bing mads into the propviciy of it, 
so as to give the House sli the information which 
could be ubtamed. then it would be time enough 
to decide on the maia question. 


Mr, HARDIN remarked, that it was we | known 
that the so'di rs of the revolution got remarkably 
bad pay. They were paid in depreciated money, 
and to. induce them to go into the service, or to 
remain in it when there, the Virginia line were 
promised bounty lard by the State of Virginia, 
After the war, Virginia ceded all her public lands 
to the Unite! States, thereby making herself una- 
ble to fulfil her engagemeuts with these soldiera, 
consequently, Congress passed acts granting re- 
compense to those officers and soldiers. ‘The ofi- 
cers of the late war were paidin s sound and 
substantial currency, sometimes in gold and silver, 
sometimes in bank paper, and sometimes in Trea- 
sury notes. Besides this, they got additional pay 
for rations and servants’ hire; and hence it was 
that'a major general of the jast war managed to 
draw upwards of six thousard dollars in the course 
of- the year, as Mr. H. could show by documents 
in the proper Department, He did not then consider 
that they were under any obligations to those off- 
cers, No promise bad been made to them—no assur- 
ance had ever been given that they should receive 
bounty lands. Mr. H concluded. by saying, that 
if they once commenced this system of givin 
away land, he venture to say that they would 
have notrouble in getting rid of all the surplus 
zevenue, and that they need not trouble them- 
selyes in inquiring what amount of reduction in 
the tariff was necessary. 

Mr. CRAIG did rot think they should hold out 
any inducement to those officers, He then pro- 
ce: ded to show the difference between the case of 
those officers-and the officers of the Virginia line, 


and concluded by moving to lay the resolution on 
the table. 


Mr. CHAMBERS. of Kentucky asked for the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered, and wers— 
yeas 119, nays 71. e 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

The hour for proceeding to the orders of the 
day having arrived, “ni : 

Mr. GLASCOCK moved a suspension of the 
rule for the purpose_of proceeding with the call 
for resolutions. Lost, only 71 voting in the affir- 
mative: not two-thirds. : 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from. the Postmaster General, trans- 
mitting an estimate of the sums required for the 
service of the Post Office Department for the year 
commencing on the Ist of July, 1837; which, on 
motion of Mr, CAMBRELENG, was referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered 
to be printed. 

MINT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The following engrossed bill was taken up on 
its third reading: 

A bill supplementary to the act entitled an act 
establishing a mint, and regulating the coins of the 
United States.” 

The bill having been read, some verbal amend- 
ments, moved, by general consent, by Mr. CAM- 
BRELENG, were agreed to, and the bill was 
passed. 

‘The following engrossed bills were also read the 
third time and passed: i 

A bill making appropriations for the suppression 
of Indian hostilities, 

A bill making appropriations for the payment of 
revolutionary and other pensioners of the United 
States for the vear 1837, 

Mr. OWENS then renewed the motion to svs- 
pend the rule for the purpose of resuming the call 
of the States for resolations, which was agreed to 
105 to 32, and resolutions were accordingly called 
for in the order of States, commencing with New 
York, 

On motion of Mr. TURRILL, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of caus- 
ing a survey and accurate chart to be made of the 
coasts of lakes Ontario and Erie. 

On motion of Mr. MANN of N. Y. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be -nstrneted to inquire into the exped-ency of 
pres-mb'ng the effect of jndgm-nts of the Courts 
of the United States, as liens in the several States, 
and regslating the fees of clerks of the several 
distretas 

Ov motion of Mr. LEONARD it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolution ar 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of allowing to the heirs at law of Captain 
Elisha Ely, commutation pay and interest for ser. 
vices in the Connecticut line in the war of the 
revolution. 

Mr. LOVE submitted the following resolution, 
which, under the rule, lies over one day, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be direct- 
ed to report to this House the survey and exami- 
nation made of a harbor at the east end of Lake 
Erie, connecting the present harbors of Buffalo 
and Black Rock; together with bis opinion of the 
practicabil'ty of the construction of said harbor, 
and of its utility and necessity in regard to the 
increasing commerce upon that lake. 

On motion of Mr. PARKER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce te 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the removal of the obstruc- 
tions to the navigation of Passaic river, and New- 
ack bay, below the city of Newark, in New Jersey, 

On motion of Mr. GILLET, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
erecting, at the seat of Government, a Board of 
Claims, to receive and examine all claims against 
the Government, and report thereon to Congress 
for final adjustment. 

On motion of Mr. CHAMBERS, of Penn. 

Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee 
onthe Library to consider the expediency of re- 
porting a bill providing for the engraving and pub- 
lication of copies of the various medals struck in 
relation to important events in the United States, 
before and since the declaration of independence, 


with an account or statement of the events or oc. 
casion which said medals were. designed to com- 
memovrate. 

Mr. McKENNAN submitted the following reso. 
lution, which lies over one day. - 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to report to this House what sums, if any, have 
been claimed by the respective disbursing officers 
of that department, and what sums have been al 
lowed them in the settlement of their accounts for 
difference of exchange on moneys paid out b 
them since the ist of December, 1835, giving the 
names of the officers, the sums disbursed by each, 
and the place where the disbursements were 
made, 

On motion of Mr. MANN of Pennsylvania, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting William Keller, of Bedford county, 
Pennsylvania, an invalid pension from the time he 
was wounded in the United States service, during 
the late war, until the time he was placed on the 
invalid pension roll, and that bis papers on th: files 
of the House be referred to said commi:tee. 

On metion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Conn. 

Resolved, That the Comnitiee of Claims be dis- 
charged from the farther consideration of the 
documents in the case of Robert and Caroline 
Brooke, heirs of Michael Fenwick, that were re. 
plevied from the Third Auditor; end that the Je- 
gal representatives of said Fenwick have leave to 
withdrew the same, to be returned to said Auditor, 

On motion of Mr. FOWLER, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instrucied to iaquire into the expedi- 
ency of placing the name of Jacob Johnson, ef 
New Jersey, on the pension roll. 3 

On metion of Mr, BEAUMONT, 

@esolved, Theat die petition and documenta rela 
tive to the claim ef tee heir of John Lamb, now on 
the files nf Hous:, be referred to the Commit: 
tee of Claims. 

On motion of Mr, HOWARD, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to quire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a naval academy, 

Mr. PIERSON submitted the foliowing resolu- 
tion, which lies over one day: ; 

Resolved, That the Becretary of War be directe 
ed to furnish to this House a copy of the report 
of General Barnard, of his exam'nation, with a 
view to the connection of the river Uhio with the 
waters of Lake Eris. Also, a copy of the report 
of Col. Kearney of his surv. y for a canal from the 
month of Big Beaver, in Pennsylvania, to the 
mouth of Elk cresk, and to the bay of Presque 
Isle, 

Mr. GALBRAITH of Pennsylvania submitted 
the following joint resolutica, whieh was read, 
referred tothe select committee upon that subject, 
and ordered to be printed: 

JOINT RESOLUTION 
To amend the Constitution of the United States, 
in relation to the election of President and Vice 

Presilent, 

Resolved by the Senate and Fouse of Representa- 
tives of the Uniled States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the folowing amendment to the 


Constitution of the Cnited States be proposed for | 


the ratific-tion of the Leg'slatures of the several 
States, agreeably to the fifth article of the Consti- 
tution of the United Sia 


The President and Vice President of the United | 


States shall be chosen by the people of the se 
veral States, in manner folowing: The citizens of 
each State qualified to vote for members of either 
branch of the Legislature thereof, shall vote dis- 
tinctly and separately for a President and Vice 
President of tke United States, one of whom, at 


least, shall not be a resident ofthe same State with - 


themselves, The person receiving the greatest 


number of votes in any State, shall be entitled to £ 
the votes of that State, which shal! be the number |, 
to which such State may be entitled of Senators | 


and Representatives for the time being in Con 


gress, and be called the State votes; asd in like | 


manner, the person r: ceiving the greatest num- 
ber of votes in any State for Vice President, shal 
be entitled to the State votes of such State. 


The Legislature of each State shall designate 
the proper districts, and places of election, pre- 
_seribe the manner of conducting the same, the mode 
of canvassing. the votes, and ascertaining the true 
` result. of the aggregate vote in the State, for 
“each person voted for, and conveying the same to 
. the Executive of the State, and such other fune- 
“tionaries as. the State Legislature shall designate 
and appoint, to receive and. ascertain and decide 
thereupon. Congress shall determine the day or 
days on which the election shall take place, which 
shall be the same throvghout all the States, pre- 
. scribe the manner in which the lists of State votes, 
. when ascertained, shall be made out, certified, and 
„transmitted under the seals ofthe respective States 
z to the seat of Government of the United States, 
> which shall be directed to the President of the 
Senate, and such others as Congress may direct; 
` and shall direct and designate the time and man- 
ner of giving nolice ofa new election, when.a fail- 
ure to elect, in the manner hereinafter prescribed, 
shall occur, 

The President of the Senate shall, at such time 
as Congress may determine, in the presence of the 
Senate and House of Representatives, open all the 
certificates, and the State votes shali then be 
counted. The person having received a majority 
of the whole number of State votes for President 
shall be the President. If no person shali have 
received such majority, a second election by the 

citizens of the States respectively shall be holden, 
which shall be limited to the two highest on the list 
of those voted for at the first election, unless the 
two next to the highest shall have received an 
equal number of State votes, or the highest on the 
list shall have died, or otherwise have become 
disquilified, in which case the two next highest 
shall be included in the list to be voted for; which 
- second election shal] be conducted, the result as- 
». certained, certified, transmitted, and counted in 
.all respects as in the first instance, and the person 
“having received a majority of the whole number 
`- of State votes shall be the President. if no per- 
| son shall have rece'ved such majority, then a third 
election shall in lke manner in all respects take 
place, and so on as often as an election shall fail, 
| until a choice shall be made by a maj rity of the 
whol: number of State votes. . 
_ made before the fourth day of March next follow- 
jing the first election, then the Vice President shall 
_ act as President, as in case of the death or other 
disabiliy of the Presidents and Congress raay by 
| law provide fr the case of r: raoval, death, re-ig- 
. pation, or inability of either Presid. nt [or Vice 
 -Prasident,] and declare what officer shall act as 
“President or Vice President until the dis bility 
_ be removed, or the vacancy be supplied by an 
| “election by the people. 
i The person having received a majority of the 
é whole number of State votes for Vice President, 
'.. ghall be the Vice President. If no person shall 
o have received such majority, and if a second elee- 
ý- tion be necessary for a President, then, at such 
4 second election, the citizens shall vote again for 
to. Vice President, limited to the two highest 
fie on the hs! of persons voted for at the first elec- 
tion, in all respects as in the second election fora 
ge President. Ifno person shall have received a ma- 
go jority of the whoe number of State votes for 
yo Vice President, and a third election be necessary 
$o for President, the citizens shali vote in the same 
, manner at such third election for a Vice President. 
4 If no second election be ‘necessary for Presi- 
i dent, or whenever it may occur that an election 


£ | for President has been effected, and no person 
H shall have received a majority of the whole num- 
her of State votes for President, then from the two 
a highest of the list of those voted tor, with the ex- 
_ eeption hereinbefore provided inthe case of the Pre- 


siden!, the Senate shall choose the Vice President. 
A quorum for that purpose, shall consist of two- 
thirds of the whole number of Senators, and a ma- 
jority of the whole number shall be necessary for 
a choice. i 

The first election under the foregoing provi- 
sions, shail take place in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and forty, and after the expiration 
cof the term of four years, commencing on the 4th 
of March, 1841, no person elected to the office of 
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President or Vice President, shall be eligible to 
the same office for more than one term; which 
shall thereafter be six years, and no longer. 

i Mr. GARLAND submitted the following reso- 
ution: : f 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
communicate to this House, if within his power, 
the dividends and surp'uses, which were declered 
by, and the surpluses and contingent fund remain- 
ing in, the several banks in which the public mo- 
ney is deposited for the years 1833, 1834, 1835 
and 1836 severally. : 

Mr. GILLET submitted the following amend- 
ment: “And that he also oommunicate the ex- 
penses of said banks for each of the said years.” 

Mr. HARLAN submitted the following amend- 
ment: “And that he state also whether the salary 
of an agent at the seat of the General Govern. 
ment compose a part of the expenses of said banks; 
the name of the agent, and the several sums paid 
to him by said institutions respectively. 

Pending tke consideration of the abeve amend- 
ment, 

Che House adjourned. 


SELECT COMMITTEE. 

Select Committee to consider all matters touch- 
ing the public buildings and public grounds, in 
the city of Washi- gton: 

Mr. WARD of New York. 

JARVIS of Maine. 

LINCOLN of Massachusetts. 
ASH of Pennsylvania. 
PETTIGREW of North Carolina. 
LUCAS of Virginia. 

DAWSON of Georgia. 


— 


[in our paper of Tuesday, the 27th instant, it is | 


stated that Mr Lawrevce prevented a petition of 
wWathaniel Goddsu, praying for a pension. This 
isan error. The petition referred to was from 


Nathaniel Goldau and others, and prays for the | 


remission and refunding the forfeiturs of the ship 
Ariadne and her cergo, innocently and unwittingly 
incurred severa’ years since. j} 

[Mr. Wanpwer presented a petition of Tabi- 


tha Bosworth, praying for a pension on account | 


of the services of her late husband, Semuel Bos- 
worth, a revolutionary soldier. 

Mr irywetns of New York presented a memo- | 
rialof Paul James. of the county of Cortland, in | 
sai? State, a revolutionary soldier, praying for a 


pension. Hi 


Mr. Russern pres nied a petition of Lewis 
Hatch, of the State of New York, a revolutionary 
soldier, praying for a pension; a'so the petition of 
S.muel Weeks, of the State of New York, a re- 
yolutionary soldier, praying for an increase of his 
pension. } 

IN SENATE, 
Tucnsvar, Dec. 29, 1836. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Andrew Jar kson, jr. his 
Secretary, enclosing a report from the Secretary 
of the Navy, made ia compliance with the resolu- 
tion of the 26th instant; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. LINN presented the. petition of a number 
of the citizens ef Wisconsin, praying for an ap- 
propriation for the construction of a harbor, and 
the improvement of river in Wisconsin: 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MORRIS presented additionai documents ia 
support of the claim of Col. George F. Strother; 
which were referred to the Cummittee on Claims. 

Petitions were also presented by Messrs. GRUN- 
DY, TOMLINSON, and HUBBARD. 


ADMISSION OF MICHIGAN INTO THE 
UNION. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which the message of the President 
on the subject had been referred, reported a bill 
to provide for the admission of the State of Michi- 
gan into the Union:on an equal footing with the 
original States; and on motion of Mr. G. and by 
unanimous consent, the bill was read the first and 
second time, arid considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. 


| not entirely concur | 


Mr. G. having having asked that the bill might 
be read a third time; SER GORS 2 
Mr. EWING rose and remarked, that it was 
rather a strange request to ask the third reading 
of the bill now, without. having first'given*the 
Senate an opportunity of examining the. billy and 
the documents which accompanied it, ©» 900° 
Mr. CALHOUN had not lodked' much into ‘the 
question; . but assuming the facts: to’ be’ correctly 
stated in the document which bad been presented 
to the Senate, relative to the. last convention held 
in Michigan, he must say that they presented 
questions of the gravest character for the conside- 
ration of Congress. There were facts: and’ prin- 
ciples involved in this matter, which required the 
gravest examination and deliberation of the Sen- 
ate, before it agreed tothe admission of Michigan . 
into the Union. He was sincerely desircus to look 
into the facts, and anx:ous to weigh the important 
principles which they embraced. . With the ‘cone 
sent of the chairman of the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, he would move that the further considera- 
tion of the bi!l he postponed to this day week. © 
Mr. GRUNDY was desirous that as-short atime 
as possible should be named for the consideration 
of the subject, Every Senator knew that the:de- 
posite of the public meney was to’ be made on the 
ist of January; and therefore, if Michigan were 
admitted into the Union, she would certainly’ be 
entitled to her share of the deposites, Well, if 
the Senate postponed the consideration of the 
bill to this day week, and it should- afterwards 
pass at an early day, it would be impossible for the 
Secretary «f the ‘Treasury to carry the provision 
in the bill into effect; therefore this was the 
strongest reason why the Senate. should act 
promptly on the subject. : < 
The facts in relatioa to Michigan were very 
plain and clear, though no doubt gentlemen might 
difer in jndgment respecting them Congress 
pesed a bill in June last, declaring that, upon 
certain conditions, (prescribed in the act,) and 
npn the President of the United States issuing 
his proclamation, Michigun should be admit- 
ted into the Union. ‘The people of Michigan 
called a conventon, and the act of ‘Cong: ess 


| not specifying in what way or manné? the con- 
| vention stiould be called, 


the Legislature passed 
an act giving anthority for its being heid. « The 
conven jon accordingly met in September, but ‘dis- 
sented to the conditions of admiss on, After'some 
time hal elepsed, ard more reflection had been 
given to the matter, the people, throug’ tbeir rir 
mary assemblies, cled a convention, and that con- 
vention gave their assent to the propositions con- 
tained in the act of Congress. Phis was on the 
14th of Decemb r. Jt would be seen by the docu- 
men’s laid before the Senate, that there were be- 
t veen five and six tho-sand + otes given for the de- 
legates composing the first convention, and for the 
la.t there were no less tian from eight to nine 
thousand affirmative votes. This was about. as 
fair a statement as cul! be furnished on the sub- 
ject of those proceedings. af 
` Now the question was- certainly open.as to the 
validity of these proceedings, and respecting them 
different opinions might be formed; but as to the 
facts, there could be no. great contraniely. It 
would appear that at the first convention there 
was amijority of the people who dissented; but at 
the last there was sn overwhelming majority in fa- 
vor of accepting the terms of admi-sion. the 
election for members of the General Asvembly 
and for the delegates of the convention, showed 
conclusively that the people accepted the -condi- 
tions of the act of Congress. 3 

These were the facts, and whenever it should 
become necessary, he would give his views 4s to 
what ought to be the effect of these acts of the 
people of Michigan upon the legislation of Con- 
gress. He hoped the Senator from South Caroli- 
na would not insist upon his motion ‘to postpone 
the subject. . ae . 

Mr. MORRIS observed that: justice to him- 
sel’, as. one of the committee that had reported 
this biH,’ required. him to. say that he? did 
in’ the preamble. “He 
had no doubt but Michigan ought to bë admit- 
ted; but he thought that the preamble of the 
act to admit her was incorrect as to facts, The 


chairman of the: committee (Mr. Grundy) had 


well stated. that’ Michigan was required by the 
act of Congress of the last session, to give her as- 
sent to the condition prescribed by it, before she 
- could be admitted into the Union; and the fact of 
such assent having been given, was to be made 
known by 3 proclamation by the President of the 
United States... That proclamation had not been 
. made; and the question arose, was the Senate 
„Competent to decide whether such assent had been 
given. within the meaning of the act? The 
act provided tha€ the assent was to be given 
> -by.a convention called for the express purpose of 
so. giving it; and a convention was accordingly 
called for that purpose by an act of the Territorial 
Legislature. But we find, said Mr. M., that the 
convention thus called refused to give the required 
assent, and the fact of such refusal was officially 
communicated to the President of the United 
States. Some time. after this, however, another 
convention was held without any authority of Jaw 
whatever, and by this convention the necessary 
assent was given. 

The passage of the bill for the admission of Mich- 
‘igan into the Union, under these circumstances, he 
agreed with the Senator from South Carolina,involy- 
ed questions of the highest magnitude, and ought 
to be well considered; but he took this oceasion to 
say that the act of this convention was without any 
authority whatever, and the Senate therefore ought 
to proceed in reference to it, without considering 
whether it had been held or not. He had thought 
when the act of the last session was passed, and 
he thought now, that the condition required of 
‘Michigan, that she should give her assent to the 
established boundary, was an improper one, and 

sought not to have been made. He considered the 
question of boundary as settled; and as one of the 
representatives of Ohio, he wished Michigan to be 
admitted without any reference to it. Although 
the preamble attached to this bill was only a key 
to it, and formed no part of its legislative charac- 
ter, yet, being calculated to mislead the public 
mind, he wished it struck out; and he should there- 
fore, at the proper itime, make a motion to that 
affect. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that no one could feel more 
anxious than he did for the admission of Michigan, 
cand he was desirous, too, that she should have her 
full share of the deposites. And if, after this 
question should have been disposed of, it was too 
late for the Secretary of the Treasury to give her 
the share of the surplus, to which she would be 
‘entitled, some means would be devised by Con- 
gress to effect that object. It was not his wish to 
delay her admission into the Union; and, in order 
to meet the honorable Senator’s ‘wishes, he 
would change bis motion to Tuesday. According 
to the statement which the Senator had just made, 
he thought that every one must see there was at 
the bottom of this matter something of the greatest 
importance. And, if his impression was not incor- 
rect, (for he did not wish to commit himself at this 
early stage,) there were principles involved in this 
question of as great importance as those connected 
with the deposite act; indeed he would rather see 
almost the withholding of the deposites from all 
the States, than the admission of Michigan at this 
ume. He wished time for reflection, in order that 
he might be able to vote conscientiously for the ad- 
mission of Michigan. 

Mr. GRUNDY said that in draughting the bill 
the committee took a view of the sentiments and 
opinions entertained by the gentleman from Ohio, 
(Mr. Morris,) who was also a member of the com- 
mittee. It wasso understood by the committee, 
and the bill was drawn accordingly; that if a ma- 
jority uf the Senate should concur in its provi- 
sions, no regard was to be paid to what had taken 
place in the first convention; anda majority of the 
committee deemed it proper to insert the’ pream- 
ble in the bill. 

But he (Mr. G.) had always been of the opin- 
ion that Congress fixed the boundary by admitting 
her into the Union, and that she could not after- 
wards set up any claim. However, recollecting 
that there was an old, warm, and inveterate contro- 
versy between Ohio and Michigan, he did bind 
Michigan to the beundary, so that she should not 
haye an opportunity of setting up a claim jn re- 
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spect to the northern ‘boundary. Now, the only 
effect of striking out the preamble, was to leave 
the matter more open to controversy than if it 
were retained. As Michigan has given her assent 
to the act of Congress, and if Congress should 


‘agree toadmit her, he doubted whether any lawyer 


would not say that Michigan was estopped there- 
after from setting up any claim as to boundary. 
Now, it was upon that ground that he had thou ght 
it material to retain the substance of what is 
written in the preamble, He should vote for its 
being retained. He would move that the further 
consideration of the subject be postponed to 
Monday. 

Mr. BUCHANAN was perfectly aware that this 
was not the proper occasion for discussing the 
present question, nor was it. his purpose now to en- 
ter into the discussion; but as other gentlemen had 
thought proper to express their opinions, he asked 
the indulgence of the Senate while he stated his. 
He did not, by any means, consider this so difficult 
a question as gentlemen seemed to imagine, though 
it was always a grave and important question to 
admit a new State into the Union. The language 
of Congress in the act of the last session, referred 
to by the Senator frem Ohio, was very plain; and 
he, for one, expected that the President would 
have issued his proclamation immediately upon re- 
ceiving the proceedings of the second convention, 
declaring the assent of Michigan to the condition 


-required by the third section of that act. 


He asked gentlemen to remark the peculiar 
phraseology of the act of Congress. It did notre- 
quire that the convention to be held for the pur- 
pose of giving the required assent, should be as- 
sembled by virtue of any act of the Legislature of 
Michigan. The language was broad and general. 
As soon as this assent should be given by ‘a con- 
vention of delegates elected by the people of said 
State,” the President was required to announce 
the same by proclamation; and immediately there- 
after, Michigan was to become one of the States of 
this Union, The act (Mr. B. said) did not pre- 
scribe that the Legislature of Michigan should pre- 
viously authorize the convention which was to give 
the assent required; it would, perhaps, have been 
improper to do so, because the refusal of the Le- 
gislature to act, might have preven‘ed the people 
of Michigan from coming into the Union. 

Here Mr. B. read the third section of the act 
of Congress of the last session. Now he would 
undertake to say, that under the circumstances of 
this case, it was perfectly competent and proper for 
the people of Michigan to hold a convention in 
their primary capacity, for the purpose of agreeing 
to the fundamental cendition required of them. The 
only question to be determined by Congress, was, 
Has aclear majority of the people of that State, 
by a convention elected by themselves, given the 
assent required by the act of Congress? This, 
it was plain to his mind, had been done.’ He un- 
derstood that about two thousand yotes more had 
been given in favor of this convention, than had 
been given on both sides of the question for the 
first one, which refused to assent to the conditions 
of the act. This was his understanding of the mat- 
ter: and if the people of Michigan had made a half 
a dozen unfortunate attempts to come into the 
Union, yet this convention, called by a very large 
majority of the people, equally entitled them to 
come in as if it had been their first attempt. In 
this respect the act of Congress contained no 
limitation. He did not intend (Mr. B. said) to 
enter into an argument at this time. These 
were his opinions, and he was prepared to enforce 
them at the proper time. 

Mr. EWING observed that the last conven- 
tion was unauthorized, and he concurred with his 
colleague (Mr. Morris) in his views of the pre- 
amble of the bill. He (Mr. E.) had not exam- 
ined the bill nur the papers accompanying it; but 
whatever advantages might result, or seemed to 


: result, to the people of Ohio by retaining the pre- 


amble, or however completely it might have stop- 
ped the claim of Michigan to territory, still he 
‘was not disposed thet it should remain there, be- 
cause it was an untrue recital. Although it might 
be adopted by Congress, yet he could luck upon 
it in no-other light than as a mere fiction. N W, 
with regard to the proviso to which the gentleman 


‘meaning of the act of Congress. 


| 


from Pennsylvania had referred, or that a convention 
shall be calied by the people of Michigan, and if 
it he shown that a majority of them are willing to 
accept the conditions upon which Michigan can be 
admitted, then they had done all that could be 
required, and had complied with the act of 
Congress on the subject. He (Mr. E.) de- 
nied it; and contended that, inasmuch as the 
people had risen up en masse, not having 
the legal and proper authority to meet in con. 
vention, they had not fulfilled the intent and real 
The whole of 
the proceedings connected with the last conven. 
tion were anomalous, and contrary to the act 
passed on the subject. Now, what evidence had 
the Senate of the organization of the convention? 
of the organization of the popular assemblies 
who appointed their delegates to that convention? 
None on earth. Who they were that met and 
voted, we had no information. Who gave the 
notice? and for what did the people receive that 
notice? To meet and elect? What evidence was 
there that the convention acted according to law? 
Were the delegates sworn? and if so, they were 
extra-judicial oaths,¥ and not binding upon them, 
The Senate were not told who voted; but it was 
informed that 2,000 more voted than on the former 
occasion. Were the votes counted? In fact, it 
was not a proceeding under the forms of law, for 
they were totally disregarded. He had no objec- 
ticn to the admission of Michigan; he had no con- 
test with her; but still he did noc wish that a fraud 
should be practised on the people of Michigan. 

Mr. MORRIS observed that the position assum. 
ed by the Senator from Pennsylvania was, that all 
that was required of Michigan was the assent of 
her people in their primary assemblies. The gen. 
tleman went further, and said that though there 
might be many attempts made to obtain this as- 
sent which failed, yet the people of Michigan 
might have continued their éfforts until they ob- 
tained it. This doctrine did away with all our 
constitutions and laws, and threw us back on the 
original elements of society, the people of Michi- 
gan were bound by a written constitution, and 
could only proceed in a particular way; yet this 
construction of the gentleman did away with that, 
and went to show that they might, in their prima- 
ry assemblies, abolish their constitution, and act as 
if they had none. 

If this position was correct, how was the con- 
sent of Michigan to the condition required by Con- 
gressto be shown? Was the county of A to meet 
to-day and give its assent, and the county of B to 
meet on another day and do the same thing? And 
if Michigan can do this, another State can do it, 
and then the Government of this country was not 
a Government of constitution and laws, but dissolv- 
ed itself into the original elements and became a 
Government of power and of might. This certain- 
ly could not be the sense of the Senate of the 
United States. As to the act of the Territorial 
Legislature calling the convention, no man eyen in 
Michigan ever thought it unnecessary. No; it was. 
passed, and the convention was held in pursuance 
of it, and their proceedings were forwarded to the 
President under the authority of law. But another 
convention had been held without the authority of 
law, the proceedings of which having been sent to 
the President, he very properly did not issue his 
proclamation, but submitted the whole subject to 
the consideration of Congress. At the proper 


time, Mr. M. said, he should move to strike out — 


the preamble from the bill, that he might place 
his vote on those sure and safe grounds which he 
deemed essential to the liberties of the country. 
Mr. BUCHANAN regretted that, in expressing 
a mere general opinion, he had been misunder- 
stood. The last gentleman up, (Mr. Morris,) in 
his opening remarks, said he was open to convic- 
tion on the subject. He thought that, in the Se 
nators last remarks, he had taken such strong 
ground, that it would take the eloquence of an 
angel to convince him, or shake his opinion. 


He had by some means or other discovered that . 


he (Mr. B.) wasa great latitudinarian, and that 
the principles which he had stated, (and he did not 
argue them, nor would -he at that time,) should 
they prevail, would take the law out of the hands 
of the ministers of justice, and permit the people 


1 iS ala them 


t administer it according to their will and. plea- 
sure. Now, he denied, that any such inference 
could be drawn from what he. stated. By what 
authority was the first convention held? Has the 
constitution of Michigan given any authority to 
the Legislature to pass a law on the subject? Ac- 
cording to his recollection of it, no power whatever 
of the kind was contained in it. Indeed, he 
felt confident it gave no such power. Why, then, 
did the Legislature pass a law? From the neces- 
sity of the .case—no other cause. Michigan was 
acting as a sovereign State, and Congress were 
treating with her on the subject of her admission 
into the Union. The Legisiature of Michigan, 
under the constitution of that State, had no power 
to passthe law, but for the purposes of conve- 
nience she had passed it. 

The act of Congress does not assign the Legis- 
lature of Michigan any part in this matter. The 


sovereign people of Michigan, in this particular, - 


had a right te do as they pleased; and if the Le- 
gislature refused to legislate on the subject, the 
people in their primary assemblies had a right to 
make their intentions known to the people of the 
United States. He admitted that the people of 
Ohio especially, and of every other State, hada 
right to insist that the fundamental condition of 
admission should be fairly complied with. This 
was necessary for the final settlement of the boun- 
dary question. 

There was, hewever, sufficient proof that a ma- 
jority of the people in their sovereign character 
had concurred in the terms of admission. Let 
them have proceeded in what manner they would, 
it was evident to the Congress of the United 
States, thata majority had assented to the con- 
ditions on which Michigan is entitled to become a 
State, not as a matter of favor, but asa matter of 
right. 

He repeated that he would not be drawn into 
an argument on the merits of the question at this 
time. l 

Mr. BENTON believed that the chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee had consented. that this sub- 
ject should go over until Monday; but it was very 
apparent that part of the Senatė'was ready to go 
on with the debate, and could not even wait until 
that day. Now he, Mr. B., was as ready as any of 
them, and was willing to go on then, or on Mon- 
day, as gentlemen pleased. The subject of Michi- 
gan’s admission into the Union had been before 
the Senate for upwards of five years, and he ap- 
prehended that no question relating to it could 
come up, but what had been already sufficiently dis- 
cussed. What he rose, however, principally to 
observe, was, that this State of Michigan, which 
had the right by her population to be almit- 
ted three or four years ago, had been met, 
and fought inch by inch from the first move- 
ment. until the last, when the Senate at the 
last session determined to sit the question out, and 
the act for her admission was passed late at night 
The first movement was to cut her off from the 
original law by which she was to hold a conven- 
tion. This was fought off from year to year. 
When the ground was taken, that for her to come 
into the Union without a previous act of Congress, 
was revolutionary; and lastly, this State, which 
ought to have been admitted years and years ago, 
was fought off at the last session until late at night, 
her friends in the Senate bound themselves by a 
solemn league and covenant not to rise from their 
seats until the act admitting her should be passed. 
Now, the present bill was to be put off until Mon- 
day, althongh gentlemen could not restrain them- 
selves from bursting . out with their opposition to 
the bill. 

So far from putting off this bill, (Mr. B. said,) 
they had occasion in these short days, when the 
sun was at its most southern declination, to sit at 
night, in order to give gentlemen time to say all 
that in their fulness they seemed prepared with, 
tracing the rights of man from the present time 
down to the days of Adam, in order to see how pri- 
mary and original assemblies were formed. He 
wanted gentlemen to tell him how the first con- 
vention was ever held by which the first Govern- 
ment was ever formed. As the bill was to be 


postponed until Monday, he would tell gentlemen 
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that he should come to the Senate on that: day 
prepared, with his cloak ground him, to camp on 
the ground until Michigan was in the Union. 

The question was then taken, and the bill was 
postponed to, and made the order of the day for, . 
Menday next; and, on motion of Mr. CALHOUN, 
ordered to be printed. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in answer to the reso- 
lution ‘submitted by Mr. Benton on the 26th 
instant; which, on motion of Mr. BENTON, was 
ordered to be printed. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. CALHOUN, 
calling on the Secretary of the Treasury for cer- 
tain statements relative to the expenditures of the 
present year, was considered and adopted. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had been referred the following bills 
from the House, reported the first with an amend- 
ment, and the two last without amendment: 

An act supplementary to the act to establish 
the Mint, and to regulate the coins of the United 
States, 

‘The act making appropriations for the suppres- 
sion of Indian hostilities; and ` 
The act making appropriations for the payment 


of the revolutionary and other pensioners of the- 


United States. 

Mr, WRIGHT, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the bill for the relief of 
Elisha Towns, reported the same without amend- 
ment; and, on motien of Mr. W. the bill was read 
the second time and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole, and ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolutions, 
which lie on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
increasing the salary of the District Judge of the 
United States Court for the District of Missouri. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- 
structed to inquire intothe expediency of making 
an approprintion to compensate Augustus Jones, 
Marshal of the State of Missouri, for his extraordi- 
nary and successful exertions, and the services ren- 
dered the public, in detecting and breaking up 
certain bands of counterfeiters who were flooding 
the country with spurious money. 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

The Senate then took up the resolution submit- 
ted by Mr. EWING of Ohio, to rescind the Trea- 
sury order in relation to payments at the United 
States Land Offices. 

Mr. MORRIS, who had the floor, yielded it to 

Mr, SOUTHARD, who addressed the Senate in 
a speech of great length, in opposition to the reso- 
lution and amendments; but, without concluding, 

ave way to 

Mr. RIVES, who modified his amendment so as 
to make it read as follows: 

Amendment proposed by Mr. Rives to the “Re- 
solution to rescind the Treasury order of the 
eleventh day of July, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-six, and to make uniform the 
curreacy receivable for the public revenue,” 
viz: Strike out all after the enacting clause and 
insert: j 
That hereafter, all sums of money accruing or be- 

coming payable to the United States, whether for 

customs, public lands, taxes, debts, or otherwise, 
shall be collected and paid only in the legal currency 
ofthe United States, or in the notes of banks which 
are payable and paid on demand in the said 
legal currency, under the following restrictions 


and conditions in regard to such notes; that is, f 


from and after the passage of this resolution, the 
notes of no banks which shall issue bills or notes of 
a less denomination than $5, (five dollars, ) shalt 
be received in payment of the public dues; from 
and after the first day of July, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-nine, the notes of no banks which shall 
issue bills or notes of a less denomination than 
$10, (ten dollars,) shall be so receivable; and 
from and after the first of July, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-one, the like proli'bition shall be 
extended to the notes of all the banks issuing bills 
or notes ofa less denomination than $20 (twenty 
dollars:) Provided, however, ‘That no notes shall 
be taken in payment by the collectors or receivers, 


which the banks in which they are to bedeposit : 
shall not, under the supervision and control of the: 
Secretary of the Treasury, agree to. pass to. the:: 
credit of the United States as cash... =: eee 
The Senate then adjourned over to. Monday ` 
next. y : aE Ba 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
. Tuurspay, December 29, 1836. 

_ The first business in order was the ‘considers- 
tion of a memorial, moved by Mr. GALBRAITH on 
yesterday, to be- refefred to ‘a select committee. 
The memorial was from citizens of Pennsylva- 
nia, setting forth the great and increasing issues of 
bank paper moncy by companies incorporated in 
the different States, producing fluctuations ‘and: 
confusion in the currency of the country, and 
leading to confliction among the several States, > 
and against the spirit of: the Constitution ‘of ‘the’ 
United States; and praying Congress toinquire: 
into the expediency and propriety of proposing 
an amendment to the constitution, restricting ‘the 
incorporation of banking companies hereafter by 
the States, and limiting such companies, in their 
issues of paper money; also, setting forth that the 
notes of the Bank of the United States, which had’ 
been returned to the bank for redemption, and 
redeemed, had been re-issued since the expiration 
of the charter on the 4th of March last, instead of 
being cancelled; and praying’aninquiry by Con- 
gress whether any remedy can be devised against 
such practice upon the Government, as a stock- . 
holder in the said bank, and upon the community, 
baving no security for the redemption of such re- 
issues of the notes of a bank whose charter has ex- 
pired for that purpose. ' 

Mr. GALBRAITH addressed the House at some 
length, in support of his motion for a select com- 
mittee. 

Mr. LINCOLN opposed it on the ground, that 
it would be an interference with an institution 
owing its existence to State authority. If sent to 
any committee, however, the proper course would 
be to send it to the select committee raised on 
amendments to tbe constitution. He thought 
there was more intended than met the eye.at first 
view; and that this movement was designed. (not 
by the gentleman himself, but, perhaps, by the 
twenty or thirty individuals who had sent the me- 
morial there,) to operate upon, or ia concert 
with, the investigation about commencing on the 
same subject, in the Legislature of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. L. concluded by moving to refer it to the 
Committee on the Constitution. 

Mr. HARPER thought that the direction in- 
tended to be given to this petition by the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, was the proper direction; 
because it involved questions in relation to an 
amendment of the constitution, restraining bank- 
ing institutions in their issues of bauk paper, and 
the increase of bank paper throughout the va- 
rious States. The investigation asked was highly 
improper. 

Mr. MANN of New York had no idea, when he 
atated on yesterday that he wished to have his 
friend from Pennsylvana gratified, that this subject 
would create a debate taking so wide a range as 
that which the House had witnessed. . He thought 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania should have an 
opportunity, as chairman ofa select committee 
on this subject, to resist what he deemed an en- 
croachment upon the rights of his constituents: 
He perceived, however, that there were many 
members'who took occasion to hang a speech upon 
every subject of this kind which came up. _ In re- 
lation to the banking system, he inquired why it 
was that for the last ten or fifteen years the com- 
munity had been constantly kept in a feverish con- 
dition? It was in consequence of the fluctuation 
in the currency of the country.. He hoped this 
petition would meet with the same common respect 
which all other petitions met with, and be refer- 
red te a committee, so that the time of the House 
would not now be consumed in debating the sub- 


ect. . ` 

i Mr. PEARCE of Rhode Island was opposed to 
referring subjects of this kind to a select commit- 
tee, when they appropriately belonged to standing 
committees of the House. If this course of referring 


subjects. to: select committees be adopted, all-the 
business belonging to, the standing committees of 
he: House would be taken away fromthem. He did 
not think this was the proper place to bring a sub- 
ject of this kind. -. The people of: Pennsylvania, 
if they have been imposed upon by the B-nk of 
the United States, should comimence the work 


at home, at the ballot box, and not bring it 


before Congress... He was opposed. to all banking 
institutions, but he did not consid r this the appro- 
priate place to. bring a-subject of this kind. Mr. 
P. concluded by moving to refer the petition to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, ` 

„Mr. DENNY had heard no good reason why 
this. memorial should be sent to a select commit- 
tee, for that House had no right to interfere, in 
any Way, with the opinions of the press.. They 
might as well be called upon to put down particu- 
lar presses, because their influence might pro- 
duce a pohtical change in the districts of certain 
gatlemen If any disposition was made of the 
memorial, let it be sent.to the committee indicated 
by the gentleman from Ma-sachusetts; though he 
thought it had better be laid on the table. That 
House bad no right to go into an examination of 
the new Bank of the United States, an institution 
created by. a State, and utterly beyond the control 
of Congress, 

Mr. CHAMBERS of Pennsylvania did not be. 
lieve the memorial merited being sent to any com. 
mittee, It had been dug out of the tomb of the 

` €apulets, where it should be sent again. It was 
strange that, if the grievance complained of was 
go severely felt, the oniy knowledge that Mouse 
had of it was from these twenty eight indiv duals, 
If, however, it was sent to any committec, it 
should be sent to the Committee on the Constitu- 
tion, but still be maintained, that the subject was 
beyond the power and jurisdiction of C--negress. 
Mr. ©. concluded by moving to lay the memorial 
‘on the table. : 

Mr. VANDERPOFL asked for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered, and were-—yeas 84, nays 
112, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman 
Allen, Ashley, Bailey, Bond, Borden, Bunch, Juhn 
Calhoon, William B. Calhoun, Campbell, Carter, 
George Chambers, John Chambers, Chetwood, 
Childs, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, John F- H. Clai- 
borne, Clark, Corwin, Crane, Darlinzton, Deber- 
ry, Denny, Dunlap, Elmore, Evans, Graham, 


Graves, Grayson, Griffin, Tard, Hardin, Harlan, ; 
Harper, § 5, Harrison, Hazeltine, Heister, Hoar, | 


Hopkins, Howell, Hunt, Huntsman, W. Jackson, 
Jenifer, Henry Johnson, Lawler, Lawrence, Lay, 
Luke Lea, Lewis, Lincoln, Lyon, Sampson’ Mason, 
Maury; MeCarty, McComas, McKennan, Mercer, 
Pearson, Pettigrew, Philips, Pickens, Pinckney, 
Potts, Reed, Rencher, Richardson, William B. 
Shepard, Shields, Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Stan- 
defer, Storer, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Yin- 
ton, Washington, White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis 
Williams, and Sherrod Wiliams—84, 


NAYS—Messrs. Ash, Barton, Beale, Bean, 
Beaumont, Black, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, Brown, 
Bachinan, Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Carr, Ca- 
sey, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, Cleveland, 
Coles, Craig, Cramer, Cushman, Davis, Double- 
day, fner, Everett, Fairfield, Fowler, Fry, Ful- 
ler, Galbraith, James Garland, Gillet, G!ascock, 
Granger, Haley, J. Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, A. 
G. Harison, Haynes, Henderson, Holt, Howard, 
Hubley, Huntington, Ingham, Janes, Jarvis, Jo- 
seph Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, 
Benjamin Jones, Kennon, Klingensmith, Lane, 
Lansing, Gideon Lee, Thomas Lee, Leonard, Lo- 
gan, Love, Loyall, Lucas, Abijah. Mann, . Job 
Mann, Martin, William Mason, McKay, McKim, 
McLene, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Muhlén. 
berg, Owens, Page, Parker, Parks, Patterson, 
Franklin Pierce, Dutee J. Pearce, Peyton, Phelps, 
John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Robertson, “Ro- 
gers, Russell, Schenck, Seymour, Augustine H, 
Shepperd, Shinn, Sickles, Smith, Speight, Steele, 
Taylor, Thomas, John Thomson, Toucey, Tur- 
ner, Turrill, Underwood, Vanderpocl, Wagener, 
Webster, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Yell, and 
Young—112. ` 


ann Bs cn 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
So the house d to lay the memorial on the 
tables ee eS 

Mr. VANDERPOEL then addressed the House 
in support of the reference proposed by Mr. Gal- 
braith; and on the subject generally. ` 

Mr. EVERETT said he hid voted against lay- 
ing this petition on the table, with a view of 
moving a reférence of the different subjects in this 


-petition to different committees, The petition in 


itself was not éntitled to very great consideration. 
He considered it in the same light, as if the gentle- 


man from Penisylvania had submitted a resolu- 


tion of inquiry on the subject. . He had nothing to 


do with that part of it relating to the particular 


politics of Pennsylvania, but he considere this 
subject ought to go .a special committee, as the 
gentleman from New York, who last addressed 
the House, had rhown conclusively that it ought 
not to go to th- select committee to consider the 


` amendments to the constitution. 


Mr. E. said as there. had been fora Jong time 
before the country various propositions in relation 
to the currency, be for one was desirous that the 
administration might have an opportunity of lay- 
ing before the House and the country their views 
upon the subject. He did not consider that this 
subject was broucht up merely upon the responsi- 
bility of the gentleman from Pennsylvania; he 
thought it had been the subject of conference 
with other friends of the party now in power; and 
he hoped a committee would be raised entirely 
favorable to the views of the administration, that 
the public might know the grounds which that 
party teok. From the measures adopted by them 
heretofore, it was to be snpposed that there wassome 
settled plan in relation to the currency; and, if so, 
he wished to have the country know what it was. 
If it was the opinion of the administration that the 
States had no power to make issues of a par- 
ticular kind of currency, let them show their hand. 

The gentleman from New York gave as ar a- 
son why this subject should not he referred to the 
committee appointed to censider the amendments 
proposed to the constitution, that it was a humbug 
“ommittee; but that gentleman gave a better rea- 
son, when he said that that committee was not 
raised with a view to that particular object. Mr. 
E. wished a committee appointed to consider this 
special subject, which would bring in a report 
containing the views of the administration on this 
particular subject. They had had general talk 
enough upon this subject, and it was of the utmost 
importance to the country to know what to rely 
upon. If it was the policy of the administration 
to make wer upon the State banks, let it be known. 
Let it be known what course they meant to pur- 
sue. He had voted against Jaying the petition on 
the table for this purpose, and he would now vote 
to send it to a speci«l committee, to see what 
would be the views of the administration on the 
subject. If they meant to introduce specie in- 
stead of the present currency, he wished to see 
the plan on which they were to carry it into exe- 
cution. 

Mr. HANNEGAN thought this matter had oc- 
cupied quite as much of the time'of the House as 
it mevited in this incipient stage, and he therefore 
demanded the previous question. 

The SPEAKER explained that the main ques- 
tion would be on the two motions to refer, and 
would be first taken on referring to the Committee 
of Ways and ‘Means; and should that not prevail, 
the question would then be taken on the reference 
to a select committee. : 

The motion for the previous question was se- 
conded by 85 to 75; and on the: uestion, ** Shall 
the main question be now put,” ` 

Mr. WILLIAMS of NorthwCerolina asked for 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered, and were— 
yeas 108, nays 84. 

YEAS—Messre. Anthony, Barton, Beale, Black, 
Bo-kee, Boon, Borden, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, 
Brown, Bunch, Cambreleng, Carr, Casey, Cha- 
ney, Chapin, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, 
Cramer, Davis, Doubleday, . Dunlap, Efner, Fair- 
field, Fowler, French, Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, J. 
Garland, Gillet, Glascock,..Ha'ey, Joseph Hall, 
Hamer, Hannegan, Albert G. Harrison, Hender- 
Sony Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, 


Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, Jarvis, Joseph 
Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, Cave - Johnson, 


Benjamin Jones, Kennon, Kilgore, Klingensmith, 


Lane, Laporte, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Leo- 
nard, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Abijah Mann, Job 
Mann, Martin, Wm. Mason, Moses Mason, McCay. 
ty, McKim, McLene, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, 
Morgan, Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, Parker, 
Parks, Patterson, Franklin Pierce, D. J. Pearce, 
Phelps, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, R pley, 
Schenck, Seymour, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, 


Smith, Speight, Tavlor, ‘Thomas, John Thomson, ' 


Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward- 


well, Webster, Weeks, T. T. Whittlesey, and: 


Yell—108. z 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Ash, 
Ashley, Bailey, Bell, Bond, Briggs, William B. 
Calhoun, Campbell, Carter, George Chambers, 
John Chambers, Chetwood, Childs, N. H. Chi- 
borne, Clark, Corwin, Crane, Cushing, Darling. 
ton, Dawson, Deherrv, Denny, Elmore, Evans, 
Everett, Forester, Graham, Granger, Graves, 
Grayson, Griffin, Harlan, Harper, S. S. Harrison, 
Hazeltine, Heister, Hoar, Howell, Janes, Jenifer, 
Henry Johnson, Lawler, Lawrence, Lay, L. Lea, 
Lewis, Lincoln, Sampson Mason, Maury, Mc- 
Comas, McKay, McKennan, Mercer, Pearson, Pet- 
tigrew, Peyton, Phillps, Pickens, Pinckney, 
Potts, Reed, Rencher, R chardson, Robertson, Roe 


gers, Russell, A. H, Shepperd, Slade, Sleane,: 


Spangler, Standefer, Steele, Storer, Taliaferro, 
Waddy Thompson, Underwood, Vinton, Wash- 
ington, White, B. Whittlesey, L: Willams, and, 
Young—~84. 


So the House determined that the main ques- 


tion be now put, being the reference to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. EVERETT asked for-a division of the 
qnestion, so as to embrace only the first paragraph 
ofthe memorial. ; 

The question being so divided, and taken sera- 
rately, the House refused to commit both branches 
to the Committes of Ways and Means, but agreed 
to the motion to refer the whole subject to a se- 
lect committee witheut a count. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House two Exes 
cutive communications, viz: 

1. From the Secretary of the Treasury, in an- 
swer to a resolution of the House of the 10th in- 
sant, calling for statements in regard to the 
amount of suspended debts, in consequence of the 
act for the relief of the sufferers by fire in the city 
of New York; which, on motion of Mr, GILLET, 
was ordered to lie on the table and be printed, 

2. From the Secretary of the Navy, in answer 
to a resolution of the 26th instart, directing that of- 
ficer to communicate the report of the Naval Com- 
missioner, who had been recently engaged in an 
examination of the navy yard at Pensacola; which, 
on motion of Mr. WHITE of Florida, was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs, end ordered to 
be printed. 

On motion of Mr. LOVE, the vote of the House, 
by which the following resolution, submitted yee- 
terday by his colleague was rejected, was recon- 
sidered, and the consideration of the resolution 
postponed till Wednesda, next: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of providing by law for granting to each of the 
disbanded officers who served in the late war with 
Great Britain, a quantity of Jand, according to 
rank, as a remuneration for sacrifices and services 
ren-lered by thein in that war. 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Frivay, December 30, 1836. 
SMLPHSONIAN INSTICUIE, 

The following message, in writing, was received 
from the President of the United States, by the 
hands of his private Secretary, Andrew Jackson, 
je. Esq. - 

To the House of Representatives 
of the. United States: 

In compliance with the resolution of the House 
of Reprezentatives of the 23d instant, I herewith 
transmit a report from the Secretary of State, to 


whom the resolution was referred, containing all 
the information upon the subject which he is now 
able to communicate. : 
(Signed) ANDREW JACKSON. 
Wasnineton, Dec. 28, 1836. i 

{The report and papers referred to were in re- 
lation to the Smithsonian bequest.] ; 

On motion of Mr. CHAPIN, the message and 
accompanying dceuments were ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed. f 

The following message was also received, at the 
same time, from the President of the United 
States: 

To the Sennte and House of Representatives: 

J transmit, herewith, a communication from the 
Secretary of War ad interim; with certain accom- 
panying papers from the Engineer Department, 
required to complete the annual report from that 
department.. , ANDREW JACKSON. 
Wasurneton, Dec. 1856. 


Petitions and memorials were presented by 

Messrs. PARKS and EVANS of Maine. 

Mr. CUSHMAN of New Hampshire. 

Mr, TOUCEY of Connecticut. 

Mr. SLADE of Vermont. 

Messrs. GIDEON LEE, HARD, WARDWELL, 
GILLET, RUSSELL, and HUNTINGTON, of 
New York. 

[Mr. Gros Lez presented the petition of De- 
poneft Manice, praying for the return of duties 
paid by him in the year 1833 

Algo, the petition of A, Tieman & Co, manufac- 
turers of colors, praying for retief from the onerous 
duty on sugar of lead, which commodity forms the 
basis of thrir manuf.cture 


Messrs. HENDERSON and HARRISON of 
Pennsylvania. 

Messrs. HOWARD and JENIFER of Mary- 
land. i . 


Mr. MORGAN of Virginia. 

Messrs. DAWSON and GLASCOCK of Geor- 
gia. 

{Mr. Dawson presented a petition from certain 
citizens of Darien, in the State of Georgia, on the 
subject of the port of entry at Brunswick, in that 
State; which, on Mr. D.’s motion, was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. ] 

(Mr. Guascock presented the memorial of B, 
Cullars, praying Congress to inquire into the expe- 
dieney and propriety of amending the constitution 
of tbe United States in relation to the currency; 
which was referred to the select committee on that 
subject. ] 

Messrs, UNDERWOOD, HARLAN, and R. M. 
JOHNSON, of Kentucky. 

[Qn motion of Mr. Hauran, Ordered, That the 
petition and papers in the case of Martha McKee, 
on the files of the House, be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. } 

Messrs. CAVE JOHNSON and CARTER of 
Tennessee, 

Messrs. BOND, PATTERSON, and T. WEB- 
STER, of Ohio. A 

Mr, JOHNSON of Louisiana. 

Mr. REYNOLDS of Dinois, 

[On motion of Mr. Reywouns, el the memorials, 
petitions, and other documents, relating to the 
‘National road in Illinois and Missouri, which were 
on file, were referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Cunals } 

Mr, HARRISON of Missouri, 

[Mr. Hannison presented the petition of James 
Duncan, for a pension; also the petition of Richard 
Braunin, for compensation for Indian depreda- 
tions.} 

Mr, WHITE of Florida, 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
Daniel P. Patterson ; which was read twice, and 
committed- . 

Mr. HARRISON, of Penn. from the Committee 
on invalid Pensions, reported abill for the relief of 
John Midwinter; read twice, and committed. 

Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill to authorize the Seeretary 
of the Treasury to purchase out the stecks in the 
Bank of the United States belonging to the navy 
pension fund, and for otber purposes; read twice, 


and referred tothe Committee of the Whole on 
the:state of the Union. i ee ee ; 

Mr. STORER, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Erastus Pierson; ‘ 

Also, a bill for the relief of William Smith; 
both of which were severally read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. LAWRENCE, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, repotted a bill for the relief of 
Thomas H.. Perkins, of Boston; read twice and 
committed. s : 

Mr. McKIM, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported a bill for the relief of Asa Arm- 
ington and others; read twice and committed. 

Mr. CORWIN, from the Committee of Wave and 
Means, reported a bill to provide for continuing 
the construction and repairs of certain roads for 
the year 1837; read twice and committed. to a 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. x 

Mr. GILLETT, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to this House a survey of 
the bar and obstructions to the navigation of the 
Passaic river, below the city of Newark, in the 
State of New Jersey, made by Lieutenant Com- 
man.lant Gedney, together with his plans and esti- 
mates, for the remova! of the obstructions to the 
navigation of said river. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be direct- 
ed to communicate to this House the survey, plan, 
and estimate for th- improvement of the mouth 
of Black river, inthe county of Jefferson, in the 
State of New York. 

The resolution having been read, Mr. GILLET 
asked for its consi leration at thet time, but oh- 
jection being made, it lies over one day under the 
rule. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky. from the Com 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the 
benefit of John Curran: read twice and commit- 
ted. 

Mr. HOAR, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Thomas 
King: read twice and committed. 

Mr. HOAR, from the same committee, alse re- 
ported a bill for the relief of William Collins: 
read twice and committed. ; 

Mr. DOUBLEDAY, from the same committee, 
reported a bill granting a pension to Benjamin 
F. West: readtwice and committed. 

Mr. HUNTSMAN, from the Committee on 


| Private Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief 


of certain claimants of land between the Rio Hindo 
and Saline rivers: read twice and committed. 

Mr. PEARCE of Rhode Island, from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, reported a bill to change 
the name of the collection district of Dighton, in 
the State of Massachusetts, to Fall riyer; which 
was read twice, and, on mation of Mr. P order- 
ed to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. WARDWELL, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill extending 
the provisions of the act supplementary to the 
act entitled an Act for the relief of the surviving 
officers and soldiers of the revolution, passed June 
the 7th, 1832; read twice and committed. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, under instructions from 
the Committee of Ways and Means, moved for 
the printing of the estimates of appropriation for 
carrying the provisions of the mint bill into effect; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG gave notice that seme 
time in the course of next week he should ask 
the indulgence of the House to take up and con- 
sider some annual appropriation bills. 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill. granting a pension to 
Samuel J. Smith: read twice and committed, 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Of- 


fice and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into | 


the causes of the frequent failure of the mails be- 
tween New Orleans and Mobile, and into the ex- 
pediency of providing for a more speedy and cer- 
tain transportation of the said mails, and of remov- 


_ing the evils aris 
arrival of the mails in New Orleans °° 


a a a a e a ea: 
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g from the irregalariti 


PUBLIC LANDS. 7 
Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina asked the: 
general consent of. the House to offer the fol- 
lowing resolution: ae a 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Land 


inquire into the expediency of prohibiting by 
the purchase of lands. at audtion with a view 
forfeit them, .and afterwards to obtain them’ at 
the Government price of one dollar and twènty- ` 
five cents per acre, =. ie rer eats 
Objection being made, | ee 
Mr. WILLIAMS moved a suspension of the 
rules; and, upon this motion, called forthe yeas’ 
and nays; which were ordered, and wére—yeas’ 
154, nays 38, as follows: eran i tee 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, C. Allan, H. Allén, 
Bailey, Barton, Beal, Bockée, Bond, Boon, Boi 
Bouldin, Boyd, Brown, Buchannah, Bynun 
Calhoon, W. B. Cathoun, Cambreleng,. Campfell, 
Carr, Carter, Casey, G Chambers, J. Chambers, 
Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, Chetwood, Childs, 
N. H. Claiborne, J. F. H- Claiborne, Clark, Cleve. 
land, Corwin, Craig, Crane, Cushing, Cushman,’ - 
Darlington, Davis, Deberry, Denny, Dunlkip, Efner, 
Elmore, Evans, Everett, Fairfield, French, Fry, 
J. Garland, R- Garlend, Glascock, ‘Granger, 
Graves, Grayson, Griffin, Haley, Hannegan, 
Hardin, Harlan, Harper, S. 8. Harrison, As 
G. Harrison, Haynes, Hazeltine, Henderson, Heise 
ter, Ho-r, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hows 
el’, Hubl-v, Hunt, Huntirgton, Huntsman, Janés, 
Jenifer. H. Jobison, B.Jones, K- nnon, Klingernsmith, 
tans, Lawler, Lawrence, J. Lee, L. L'a, Léwis, 
Lincoln, Logan, Love, Lyon, A Mann, J. Mann, 
W. Mason, M. Mason, 9. Mason, McCarty, Mes 
Comas, McKay. McKennan, Montgomery, Moore, 
Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, D.J Pearce, Peat- 
son, Pettigrew, Peyton, Phillips, Pickins, Pinck- 
ney, Potts. Reed, Rercher, John Reynolds, Rich- 
ardson, Robertson, Rogers, Russell, Schenck,’ W. 
B. Shepard, A H Shepperd, Shinn, Sickles, 
Slade, Sloan, Smith, Spangler, Speight, Standefer, 
S'eel, Storer, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, . J. 
Thomsen, W. Thompson, Turner, Underwood, 


O. 
Vanderpoel, Vinton, Wagener, Ward, ‘Wardwell, 


i Washington, Webster, &. Whitil sey, T. T, Whit 


tlesey, Ù. Williams, 8. Williams, Yell, and Young— 
154. f 3 
NWAYS—Messrs. Ask, Bean, Black, Bovee, Bunch, 
Burns, Coles, Cramer, Forester, Fuller, Gillet; 
J. Hall, Hamer, Ingham, W. Jackson, Jarvis, 
J. Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, ©. Johnson, 
Lansing, G. Lee, Leonard, Loyall, Lucas, Martin, 
McKim, Mcl.ene, Miller, Morgan, Owens, Parks, 
Patterson, F. Pieree, Phelps, Joseph Reynold 
Seymour, Shields, and Turnll—38, : 

So the motion to suspend the rules was agreed 
ta. : Sate 
Mr. LANE moved strike out of the resolttion 
the words “ Committee on Public Lands,” and in- 
sert “select committee be appointed;” and to add 
after the resolution the following: “ And also “to 
inquire into the expediency of confining all the 


| future sales of the public lands to actual settlers in 


limited parcels, at private entry only.” 0 >": 

Mr. L. explained that his object was to bring 
the proposition directly before the House. He 
was satisfied that no one subject which had ever 
agitated the Congress of the United States was 
more important, from the various interests inyo y- 
ed, than to stop the sales of the public lands, ex- 
cept to actual settlers. It was important, so far 
as it related to the manufactures of the country. 
It was important as related to the revenue, Ít. 
was important to the interests of the people. of 
the western country. He called, the. at- 
tention of the House to the — fraudu- 
lent practices which had prevailed at the . sales 
of the public lands at auction, and urged 
the House to put a stop to. them.. He. said, 
there were thousands. of individuals, who tra- 
versed the wilderness in search of land, with 
their one hundred dollars to pay for eighty acres, 
or their two hundred dollars to:pay for one hune 
dred and sixty acres. Well, sir, after they have 
made their. selections, fand come to the sales, 
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prepared to pay for their lands, there‘are soma | 


ten, fifteen, or twenty agents of speculators, who 
have never put themselves to the expense. and 
inconvenience of searching after lands, with their 
hundreds of thousands of dollars, and when the 
poor man bids his one. hundred. dollars for eighty 
acres, the speculators bid five-or ten more, and 
take. the land. Thus, perhaps, the Government 
gets a few dollars more, but it is at the expense 
of the poor man, who is afterwards compelled to 
: pay a higher price to the speculators. Thus 
are the speculators enriched, and the poor 
men, who. inténd to become actual settlers, 
either forced to pay them an extravagant price, or 
take second or third-rate land. The speculators 
pay no taxes, but get rich on the labor of the 
poor. - Gentlemen talked about reducing the ta- 
riff; but if they would confine the sales to the 
actual settlers, they would find that the revenue 
from those sales would. come down to perhaps 
three millions a year, r 
He had great confidence in; the Committee on 
Public Lands; but this subject had been referred 
to that committee by resolution, and it was not 
acted on, and he understood that that committee 
Was not likely to agree on any project of the kind. 
He therefore wished to bring the subject directly 
before the House. He therefore hoped the com- 
mittee would be raised. 
_ We now havea surplus revenue, as dangerous 
and expensive as a national debt; for what could 
be the difference between paying interest on a 
national debt, or paying the expenses of raising a 
revenue from the many, to be divided among the 


few. He wished this administration to set the ex- # 


ample, and carry into effect a law to restrain the 
sales of the public lands, He wished to see the 
revenue reduced down to the wants of the Gov- 
ernment, and to have a rich people and poor 
treasury. 

` Mr. BOON could not help expressing his asto- 
nishment at the proposition emanating from his 
colleague, for it was an unqualified reflection up- 
on the Committee on the Public Lands. Did not 
the gentleman know that the subjact of confining 
the sales of the public lands to actual settlers was 
now before that committee, under a reference of 
that part of the President’s message relating to 
that project? Further, Mz B. could inform him 
that a bill, drafted by himself (Mr. B.) was then 
under the consideration of that committee, who 
had held a special meeting upon it this morning; 
but whether they would agree to its principles, or 
its details, he was unable to say. The further con- 
sideration of it, however, had been postponed till 
another meeting. . 

Mr. B. said he was much gratified at the intro- 
duction of the proposition of the gentleman from 
North Caroiina, but he repeated the expression of 
his astonishment at his colleague’s introducing his. 

Mr. LANE could assure his honorable colleague, 
the chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, 
(Mr. Boow, ) that he had intended no reflection up- 
on that committee, by the introduction of his amend- 
ment. He, himself had the utmost confidence in the 
talents and integrity of that committee, but he 
had been given to understand, from authority in 
which he placed great reliance, that there was no 
probability of that committee coming to any con- 
clusion on this subject. if the chairman of the 
committee would now give him the assurance that 
some definite action would be had on that bil, Mr. 
L. would withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. DUNLAP said: Mr. Speaker, I was some- 
what surprised to see the gentleman from Indiana 
offer his amendment to the resolution of the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina, ‘The very same sub- 
ject mentioned in the gentleman’s amendment has 

‘twice been referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. So much of the President’s message as re- 
commended the sale of the public lands to be 
limited to actual settlers, was referred to the 
‘Committee on Public Lands; and the gentle. 
man himself had the same subject refer it 
‘by resolution, to the same cemmitttee. And 
“now, sir, he rust offer his amendment, which, 
if adopted, will take the subject from a 
standitig commnittec of this House, and referred 
to a select committee. The gentleman speaks of 
the great benefits to result to the actual settler on 
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public lands from thé adoption of this measure. I 
want the proposition of the gentleman not to be 
embarrassed by ary amendments. It is intended 
to amend the general law regulating the sale of 
public lands, and to. provide against the frauds 
practised by speculators on the Treasury and the 
actual settlers. Sir, the practice now is, for all the 
speculators to unite together, and purchase all 
the lands offered for sale. They run the land over 
the actual settler; and after his land is sold he leaves 
for hume, and next morning the speculator for- 
feits- the-land and it is again offered for sale, 
and is bid off at the minimum price of one 
dollar and twenty-five cents by another mem- 
ber of the company; and thus the speculator gets 
the land for much less than the actual settler 
would pay for the same, and thereby ‘defrauds 
your Treasury, and deprives the settler of his 
home. Mr. Speaker, this is a very important 
amendment to our law, and one which I hope to 
see receive the unanimous assent of this House. 
The adoption of the principle of the original reso- 
lution will do more to pretect the actual settlers 
than any other law that has been passed for ‘that 
purpose. 

Mr. LANE said, understanding that a bill entirely 
embracing his views had been agreed upon by the 
Committee on Public Lands in the Senate, he 
would withdraw his amendment; and he withdrew 
it accordingly. 

‘Fhe resolution of Mr. WILLIAMS was then 
agreed to without a division. —— 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved a suspension of 
the rules, for the purpose’ of submitting a motion 
that, when the House adjourn, it ajourn to meet 
on Monday next. 

On this motion Mr. WHITTLESEY called for 
the yeas and nays, which were not ordered. 

The motion to suspend was then negatived— 
ayes 95, noes 65, 

Mr, HARLAN then moved a suspension of the 
rules for the purpose of submitting a motion that 
when the House adjourn to-morrow, it will ad. 

ourn to meet on Tuesday next. 

Mr. HUNTSMAN called for the yeas and nays 
on this motion, which were not ordered, and the 
motion to suspend was agreed to; ayes 127, noes 
36 


Mr. JARVIS then called for the yeas and nays 
on the motionto adjourn over, which were not 
ordered, and the motion to adjourn over was 
agreed to, 

PRIVATE ORDERS. 

The bill for the relief of Robert Allison, a 
Lieutenant in the Revolutionary war, was post- 
poned until Friday next. ; 

The bill for the reliefof Colonel Anthony White 
was postponed until this day week. 

The House then went into Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. HAYNES in the chair, ard took up 
the following bili: 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Col. John Winston, an officer in the revolutionary 
war. 

After a discussion of considerable length on the 
above bill, the committee rose, and 
The House adjourned. 


Sarunpay, December 31, 1836. 
The Senate did not sit to-day. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
he House took up the motion of reference of 
a memorial for a claim presented on yesterday by 
Mr. MORGAN. 

Mr. MORGAN moved to refer it to a select 
committee. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, moved to refer 
itto the Committee ef Claims, but withdrew that 
motion, and substituted the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. i 

After some remarks from Messrs. KENNON 
E. WHITTLESEY, CRAIG, and HARPER, thé 
latter renewed the motion to refer to the Committee 
of Claims. - | ` 
' After a few. remarks from Messrs. HAMER 
and MORGAN, the motion to refer to the Commit. 
-tee on the Judiciary was rejected without a count, 
and that tothe Committee of Claims was lost by a 


| 


vote of 63to 66, and the memorial was refer. 
red to a select committe of seven. 

Petitions and memorials were presented by 
Messrs BAILEY and FAIRFIELD of Maine. 

Messrs. LAWRENCE and BORDEN of Massa» 
chusetts. 

Messrs. CAMBRELENG, DOUBLEDAY, 
YGUNG, and MILLER, of New York- 

Messrs. INGERSOLL, GALBRAITH, and 
BEAUMONT, of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. HOWARD of Maryland. 

Mr. LOYALL of Virginia. 

Messrs. W. B. SHEPARD, and PETTIGREW, 
of North Carolina. 

Mr. GRIFFIN of South Carolina. 

Mr. DAWSON of Georgia. 

Mr. Dawson said that a few days since, a gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Lawrence) had 
made a reference to the Committee on Commerce, 
in relation to the city and-port of Brunswick, in 
Georgia. In connection with that subject, Mr. D, 
held in his hand some interesting information, in 
relation to the growing’ importance of that place, 
and such information as would go to show that the 
State of Georgia has on her shore one of the best 
harbors and ports on the south Atlantic coast. He 
therefore begged leave to present it to the House, 
and asked that it should be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed; 
which was accordingly ordered. The document 
contained the report of the commissioners appoint- 
ed by the Legislature of Georgia to examine the 
harbor of Brunswick, and the survey of Mr. Bald- 
win of the canal and railroad leading to Bruns- 
wick. } 

Mr. CALHOUN of Kentucky. 

Messrs. LUKE LEA, CAVE JOHNSON, and 
FORESTER, of Tennessee. 

Messrs. STORER and PATTERSON of Ohio, 

Mr. HANNEGAN of Indiana. 

(Mr. Hannzcaw presented the petition of Leslie 
Malone, praying to be placed on the pension roll 
for Revolutionary services; referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions.] 

Mr. REYNOLDS of illinois. 

[Mr. Reynotps presented the memorials and 
petitions praying a port of entry at Alton, in the 
State of Illinois, which are on file in the House; 
and on his motion were referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

These documents state, that Alton is situated on 
the Mississippi river, and is a place of considera- 
ble comtacreil importance in the State of Elinois; 
that there is no other place in Illinois so much en- 
titled to a port ofentry as Alton. ] 

DEPOSITE BANKS. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the following resolution and amendments moved 
thereto on a former day, as follows: 

Mr. GARLAND submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
communicate to this House, if within his power, 
the dividends-and surpluses, which were declared 
by, and the surplus-s and contingent fund remain- 
ing in, the several banks in which the pablic mo- 
ney is deposited, for the years 1833, 1834, 1835, 
and 1836, severally. 

Mr. GILLET submitted the following amend- 
ment: “And that he also communicate the ex- 
penses of said banks for each of the said years.” 

Mr. HARLAN submitted the following amend- 
ment to the amendment: “ And that he state also 
whether the salary or compensation of an agent 
at the seat of the General Government compose a 
part of the expenses of said banks, the name of 
the agent, and the several sums paid to him Ly 
said institutions respectively.” 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
HANNEGAN to lay the subject on the table, on 
which the yeas and nays had been ordered. . 

The motion to lay on the table was decided in 
the negative—yeas 28, nays 141, as folluws: 

YEAS~ Messrs. Barton, Bean, Black, Boon, 
Buchanan, Soles, Cushman, William E. Fuller, 
J. Hail, Hannegan, Benjamin ©. Howard, Jarvis, 
Benjamin Jones, Kilgore, Lansing, Wm. Mason, 
McKim, Bicone, Muhlenberg, Owens, Parks, 
Patlerson, Dutee J. Pearce, Sickles, J, ‘Thomson, 
Wagener, Weeks, and Yell—28. i 
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“NAYS—Messrs. Adams, C. Allan, Anthony, 
Ashley, Bailey, Bell, Bockee, Bond, Boyd, Briggs, 
Brown, Bunch, Burns, Bynum, J. Calhoon, W. B. 
Calhoun, Cambreleng, Carr, Carter, Casey, G. 
Chambers, J. Chambers, Chapman, Chapin, Chet- 
wood, Childs, N. H. Claiborne, Clark, Corwin, 
Craig, Crane, Cushing, Darlington, Davis, Baw- 
son, Deberry, Denny, Doubleday, Efner, Evans, 
Everett, Fairfield, Forester, Fowler, French, 
Fry, jr. J. Garland, Gillet, Glascock, Granger, 
Grayson, Griffin, Haley, Harlan, Harper, Haynes, 
Hazeltine, Henderson, Heister, Hoar, Holsey, 
Holt, Hopkins, Howell, Hubley, Huntsman, In- 
gersoll, Ingham, W. Jackson, Henry F, Janes, 
Daniel Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, 
Henry Johnson, Lane, Lawler, Lawrence, T. Lee, 
Luke Lea, Leonard, Lewis, Loyail, Lucas, Lyon, 
J. Mann, Martin, Moses Mason, S. Mason, Maury, 
McComas, McKay, McKennan, Miller, Milligan, 
Montgomery, Moore, Page, Parker, B. Pierce, 
Pearson, Pettigrew, Peyton, Phelps, Phillips, 
Pinckney, Reed, Rencher, J. Reynolds, Joseph 
Reynolds, Robertson, Rogers, Russell, Seymour, 
A. H. Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, Slade, Sloane, 
Smitb, Spangler, Speight, Standefer, Steele, 
Storer, Taliaferro, Thomas, Toucey, Turner, Un- 
derwood, Vanderpoel, Vinton, Ward, Wardwell, 
Webster, White, E, Whittlesey, '¥. T. Whitte- 
sey, L. Williams, S. Wiliams, and Young.—141. 

Mr. GILLET then withdrew his amendment, 
and Mr. HARLAN moved his as an amendment to 
the original resolution; and thereon the question 
recurring, ` 

Mr. CUSHMAN rose and remarked that he had 
voted to lay the subject on the table, net because 
he was opposed to the original proposition, but 
to facilitate the business of the House, With the 
same object, therefore, he now demanded the pre- 
vious question: 

“The House refused to second the demand for 
the previous question—71 ayes to 90 noes. ` 

Mr. GRANGER called for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment, which were ordered. 

Mr. HARLAN expressed a hope that there 
would be very few members of any party dispos- 
ed to vote against this amendment. It had beén 
asserted again and again, on that flocr and else- 
where, that a certain individual, residing in this 
city, occupied a room in the building rented by the 
Treasury Department, and the rent thereof pai 
out of the public Treasury; and that he carried 
on a correspondence with the deposite banks un- 
der the frank of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
If this was so, the people had a right to know it; 
they had a right to know the name of the agent, 
if any, and the amount of his compensation. If it 
was a fact that this agent occupied a room in the 
Treasury building, and had his correspondence 
franked by the Secretary of the Treasury, they 
hada right to have a distinct answer from the Se- 
eretary. The deposites had been removed from 
the place designated by the law, aad transferred 
to other banks, and a large amount was lost to the 
Government by this operation, Now it was said 
that a large sum was paid out of the profits cn the 
moneys deposited with the State banks, to an 
agent; and it was proper that the people should 
‘ know whether this was so, and the amcunt this 
agent received from these banks. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia said, that? in pre- 
senting the resolution now under consideration, 
he had had but a single isolated object in view, 
which was, to exhibit tothe American people the 
mportant fact, that under the existing regulation 
of the revenue system, an excess of revenue far 
beyond the necessary and proper wants of the 
Government had been exacted from them, and 
employed, not for the benefit of the nation. but 
for the benefit of banking institutions. It wag to 
inform them, in the most practicable and accurate 
form which the nature of the case admitted of, 
that an excess of revenue of more than thirty mil- 
lions of dollars hid been abstracted from their 
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pockets; the use of which had resulted in no ben- 
fit tothe nation, but a profit of near two millions 
of dollars to banking institutions, with a view to 
arouse their jealousy, increase their watchfulness, 
and excite a determined resistance to such uncon- 
stitutional, oppressive and uncecessary exactions— 
exactions not only oppressive to them, but danger- 
ous to the purity of our Government, and to liber- 
ty itself. Mr. G. said, that when he presented the 
resolution, seeking, as it did, a simple statement of 
facts, he did not anticipate any effort to encumber 
it with amendments, seeking information foreign 
to its object, and having no legitimate connection 
with it. Such he regarded the amendment of 
the honorabie gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Har- 
lan.) The amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Kentucky, calls upon the Secretary of the 
Treasury to inform this House whether the depo- 
site banks, so called, have an agent in their em- 
ploy, residing in this city, and whether he receives 


a salary for the duties which he performs, and” 


what that salary is. Suppose (said Mr. G.) the 
Secretary, in responding to this resolution, affirms 
the fact that these banks have an agent here, 
and pay him a heavy salary—-what then? Why, 
sir, the information will be, that the banks have 
Gone precisely whut they have a right to do, with- 
out any responsibility te this Government what- 
ever. From whence (said Mr. G.) do these 
hanks derive their corporate existence? From 
the State Governments; not from the Federal Go- 
vernment. What, then, dees it concern this Go- 
vernment, if, from their own funds, they conjointly 
or severally employ an agent to reside either at 
Boston, New York, Philadelphia, or this city, to 
transact lawful business for them? Nothing, 
whatever, sir; their funds are their own property, 
and they have the undoubted right to dispose of 
them in their own way. If they violate their 
charters, the State Governments must apply the 
remedy; this Government has no power to do so. 
Mr, G. said that the only responsibility which 
these banks had incurred to this Government, was 
to fulfil the obligations which they came under, in 
the contract by which they became depositories 
of the public money, and this responsibility grows 
out of the contract itself Mr. G. said, however, 
that while he contended that this Government had 
nothing to do with any agency created by the banks 
here, and sustained at thei own expense,the Govern- 
menihsd a rightto look into any legitimate andim. 
proper connection between the Treasury Depart- 
ment, and any agent employed by the banks, because 
in that connection the welfare and interest of the 
country were deeply involved. He believed there 
was ne such illegal cr improper connection; he 
was satisfied all was right and proper, yet ob- 
jectionzble as the resolution of the gentleman 
‘from Kentucky was, as an appendage to his own, 
and however unconnected the subjects cf inquiry, 
he would vote for it. It came from an opponent of 
the administration; it came in the form in which 
that gentleman chose to present it, and he should 
vote for its adoption, because if ell was right, the 
adoption of the resolution could not make any 
thing wrong. if any thing was wrong, it ought 
to be known and exposed; and if the adoption of 
this resolution led to the detection of any fraud or 
corruption, te country would never regret the detec- 
tion, because of the objectionable form in which it 
was instiluled. . 

Myr, G. said that from. many sources, bath out 
of and in this House, strong imputations of abuse 
and corruption had been made against some of the 
departments of the Government, snd some of its 
hig! st oMioers. These imputations coming from 
high and respectable sources, hed been so often 
and so repestedly made, thatit was due to the de- 
partments, to the pubiic offices implicated, and to 
the country, that they should either be proved or 
disproved, that the corrupt practices may be cor- 
rected, if they exist; the cffending officers, if any 


dence more firmly riveted. Mr. G. said he never. ` 
would,.under any more particularly existing cir- 
cumstances, do ‘any thing to cover or conceal core: 
ruption, fraud, or mismanagement of any: kind ©: 
inany department of the Government, whatever, 
whoever, might be affected by it. He was willing, * 
and as far as his vote was concerned, would throw 
open as wide and as broad as might be desired, 
the door of investigation. If there was any thing 
wrong, he was willing to know it, he wished the 
country to know it. If there wag nothing wrong, 
then our public officers will stand vindicated 
against the aspersions which have been so Javishly 
thrown uponthem. Upon the purity with which’ 
this Government is administered, he said, depends . 
the perpetuation of our invaluable system, and the 
security of liberty itself, and he would not scruple 
as to the form in which any abuse might be de- 
tected, if it exists. 

Mr. G. said, that during the last session, when 
his honorable colleague, (Mr. Wise,) not now in 
his seat, submitted a resolution to make the very 
inquiry now sought in the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, through a committee; he’, 
(Mr. G-) voted for it. He thought it the prefera- 
ble mode, and would prefer now to vote for that 
form of inquiry, which be still thinks ought to 
have been adopted; but he was willing that gen- 
tlemen who thought the inquiry ought to be made, 
should have it in their own way and in their own 
form; and he appealed to his political friends, with 
whom he had acted in honesty and good faith, to 
unite with him apan this occasion, and permit this 
or any other inquiry, into any abuse alleged to 
exist, to be made by our opponents, and no longer 
subject ourselves to the imputation of concealing 
the alleged abuses of the administration under the 
broad and thick folds of the mantle of purity; let - 
us meet: the investigation as becomes men confi- 
dent of the integrity of the administration, and at 


ruption which may or can be found in any form ‘of 
investigation fairly conducted. Mr. G. repeated 
his entire confidence that there was neither abuse 
nor corruption, yet there might be, and he would 
not object to the investigation. He calculated: 
confidently that the investigation sought ‘to be: 
made, if permitted, would result in the successful 
vindication of the branches of the administration 
so strongly implicated, and their renewed confi- 
dence in the public mind. He hoped the amend- 
ment would be adopted. s : 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina concurred 
in the sentiments expressed by the gentleman from 
Virginia, (Mr. Garland, ) although he did not be- 
long to the same party. This subject of Whit- 
ney’s connection with the Treasury and the de- 
posite banks, was one of deep excitement 
throughout the country. He had forborne, as he | 
always should do, to make any charges until the 
evidence was before him. Now he denied the 
evidence, and it was most impertant that-an inves- 
tigation of the whole subject should bechad- Al- 
though he had never made use of the term demo- 
crat for party purposes, yet he was enough of a 
democrat to say that he desired this whole subject 
thoroughly examined and laid before the people. 
What they desired to know was the smount which 
Whitney received from these banks, to put 
down suspicions which existed all over the 
country. Whatever his connection might be, it 
ought te be known, so that the people might 
not be under apprehensions of fraud being prect. 
tised. Yt was all important to know his connection 
with the banks, as far as possible, so that it might 
be scen whether he was not influenced by a bigh 
douceur. Hf he was receiving fifty thousand dol- 
lurs—and he could readily conceive that he re- 
czived iwice that amount, because banks with siv- 


2 million d to pay a 
era millions of dollars could well afford to pay 

| large douceur—the people desired to know it. He 
| thought these suspicions were well founde! ; 


be removed, or innocence vindicated, and confi- U others might think differently; but all be genred 


the same time willing to eradicate any sbuse'orcor-' . . 
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was, that the case might be submitted to the 
American people, and he trusted gentlemen wouid 
meet him on this ground, so that they might have 
the full benefit of refuting ali the charges which 
bad been made. X a 
Mr. PEARCE of Rhode Island said he had voted 
to lay this resolution onthe table, and had found 
himself in a very lean minority. He had done so, 
however, because he considered it a work. of- su- 
pererogation.. If the gentleman from Kentucky 
(Mr. Harlan) wished a committee appointed on the 
part of the House, for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether Reuben M. Whitney was acting impro- 
perly as agent for the deposite banks, and had fa- 
cilities granted him by the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury which were contrary to law, he, for one, 
would not shrink from any investigation; and he 
would be willing that the gentleman from Kentucky 
should be at the head of a committee, forthe pur- 
pose of satisfying himself and others on the sub- 
ject. But suppose that Mr. Whitney is the agent 
of the deposite banks, he is not the agent by the 
act of Congress, nor under any power which the 
Secretary of the Treasury can control. ‘If he 
ig an agent, he is agent by virtue of a con- 
tract between ‘himself and the deposite banks; 
and what right had the House, or the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, to interfere in the mat- 
ter? and if they did do so, what would be the con- 
sequence? Suppose the Secretary was to inter: 
rogate the agent, or the banks, on the subject. If 
they had.a disposition to answer, they would do 
so; if not, they would leave it alone, Because 


this individual had been seen ‘in the office of the” 


Secretary of the Treasury at times, reading the 
newspapers, perhaps, and at other times in his 
own office, near by, were they to make a formal 
callon the Secretary, to ascertain whether he had 
any improper connection with that. department? 
As to those inquisitions, got up without founda- 
tion and without cause, he had heretofore ex- 
pressed his sentiments; he was oppossd- tu them 
entirely, Somuch for Reuben M, Whitney, who, 
he presumed, was to be one of the great meh of 
the country, because men frequently were brought 
mto notice by the persecutions of their enemies. 

All the House had to do with the Geposite 
banks was to exercise the powers granted by the 
deposite bill of the last session. They were un- 
der the control of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
hy the contract they made with him; and so far 
as that went, the House could extend its power, 
and no farther.. But the resolution of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia goes back to the year 1833; 
and, he would ask, what right had the House, or 
the Secretary, to make a call on them for any 
statements independent of what was contained m 
the contract made with them? If the banks re. 
tuse to make any developments, what benefits 
would be derived from the adoption of the reso- 
lution in its original form. None, except such as 
have been received from the demands made upon 
him for somethir g less than a year past. 

‘The Secretary of the Treasury, under the de- 
posite act, had been gradually withdrawing the 
public moneys from the great States and deposit- 
ing them in the small ones, so that he might be 
ready to pay over those moneys to the States on 
the first of January next. In. Rhode Island three- 
fourths of the sum to be transferred, had been re. 
moved some twoor three months ago; and if the 
banks there had discounted any more freely in 
consequence of this law, let them have the bene- 
fit of it; but as to going back to any time previ- 
ous to the removal of these moneys, what benefit 
could be derived from it? He saw no reason why 
any person onthe part of that House, or why the 
Secretary of the Treasury, should inquire. into the 
afftirs of these banks any mere than any other 
banks. 

He agreed that there was an evil arrising from 
the surplus on hand, but it was not confined to the 
Geposite banks alone: it was an evil arising from 
the banking system, the operations of whic 
to enrich the few at the expense of ihe many. 
‘The stockholders of these institutions, by their con- 
nection therewith, alwys had - tne eppértanity 
vf knowing die value of the stock, and tock ad- 
vantage of those who were not so weil informed; 
and this was one ef the great evils ef ihe banking 


h tended 


system. If, then, they were to legislate at all, let 
them legislate for the benefit of the greatest num- 
bers, for the benefit of the hewers of wood and 
drawers of water, and those men who were made 
to suffer by the operations of those corporations. 

Mr. TOUCEY said he saw no objection to the 
original resolution of the gentleman from Virginia, 


nor any yery great objection to the amendment: 
=. 


which had been proposed. The object of beth 
was to call for formation in possession cf the 
Treasury Department. IF the facts sought for 
were there, and were deemed important, it was 
proper they should be laid before Congress The 
gentleman from. Rhode Island, (Mr. Pearce,) 
asked if this inquiry be made cf the Secretary ia 
regard to the deposite banks, why not extend it 
to all the banks in the conntry? The answer was 
obvious. By the law of last session, and under 
the former regulations of the Trezsury Depart- 


| ment, all depo ite banks were required lo give 


the department certain information relative to 
ad 


their condition and business, ‘This had been done; 
and this information it was proper for the House 
to call for, while it might be very unnt to extend 
the inquiry further, , 

But in regard to an agent of the deposite banks 
fesiding here, we had been told by a former Se- 
cretary of the Treasury that he was not an agent 
or officer of the Government, nor in any manner 
paid by the Government. If these banks found 
it to their convenience to employ an agent to 
transact their business here, there certuiniy was 
no impropriety in their deing so, nor in their re- 
munerating him for his services. It might be, and 
doubtless was convenient for the Government, that 
such an agency should exist with authority to act 
for these banks. And Wthey have commusicated 
to the Treasury Depatment any informaiton in re- 
gard to the expenses of this agency, and any mera- 
ber of the House desired that that too might be 
communicated by the Secretary, why ict the t so- 
lution gall forit Tt was certainly of very Htule 
importance any way, that we should know what 
compensation an agent, even of a deposite bank, 
received from his principal; and it was quiie pro- 
bable that the department knew nethieg upon the 
subject. 

But as neither the resoiution nor the amendment 
required the Secretary to give any information cx. 
cept what was already in his power, and that could 
be both readily and properiy communicated, he 
(Mr. T.) saw little foundation for cbjéction to 
cither, and was willing that both should pass. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said that he apprehended 
that the amendment of the honorable gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. Harlan) would not secure his 
object, at least if his object was to ascertain 
whether there was any agent, without the authori- 
ty of law, connected with the Treasury Depart- 
ment, to correspond or communicate with the de- 
posite barks. It had been often alleged here as 
matter of suspicion, if not of conviction, that an 
agent, unauthorized by law, and paid, probably, 
out èf the public moneys, was employed by ihe 
Secretary ofthe Treasury to negotiete with the 
deposite banks. He wauld submit? resolution 
which would require the Seereiary of ibe ‘Treasury 
to respond distinctly to the point, whether such 
agency existed; and ifse, who pays such agent, 
Mr. V. then submitted the following as an amend: 
ment to the amendment of the gentleman from 
Kentucky: : 

“And whether the Treasury Department has 
any agent or attorney to correspond or communi. 
cate with said deposite banks in relation to the 
public deposiies; if so, who is such agent or corres- 
pondest, what compensation is allowed to him, 
and by whom is such allowance made or paid?” 

The time devoted to morning business having 
expired, 

Me. WHITTLESEY 
the day. 

Mr. VANDERPCOEL moved a suspension of 
the rule for the purpose of proceeding with the 
consideration, and disposing of the subject under 
discussion: lest, 97 to 58, not two-thirds, 

Mr. THOMSON: of Ohio, asked the consent 
of the House to submit the Pilo sing resolution: 

Resolved, That the use of this Hall he allowed 


called for the orders of 


for an exhibition cf the pupils of the New England 
Institution for the education of the blind, under 
the direction of Dr. S, G. Howe, on Tuesday 
next, at laif past 10 o’clock, A, M. for the space 
of one hour, 

Objection being made, the rule was suspend 

On motion of Mr. LAWRENCE, the rezojution 
was receive d end agreed to without a division. 

The House then proceeded to the private or- 
ders. 


PRIVATE ORDERS. 

The bill for the relicf of the heirs and legal re- 
presentatives of Lewis Durett, wes taken up, and 
alter some discussien, postponed until Friday week, 

Eiouse then tock up an engrossed bill for 
the relief of Don Louis Grillion; and, after debate, 

The House adjourned, 


SELECT COM i 
dn the memorial of citizens of Penns) lyania, or 
the subjvet of banking companies: _ 
Mr. GALBRAITH of Penusylvania, 
SPEIGHT of North Carolina, 
EVERETT of Ve nt, 
MASON of Maire, 
LINCOLN of hiassachuselUs, 
MANN of New York, 
JENIFER of Marylands 
HOLSBEY of Georgia, 
CRAIG of Virginia. 


IN SENAT 
. Moxpay, January 2, 1837. — 

Mr. PRESTON appeared and took his seat. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Andrew Jackson, Jr. his 
Secretary, transmittiog a communication from the 
Secretary of War, with certain papers from the 

Var Department, to complete the annual report of 
that department. P 

CHAIR announced a communication from 
Bepariment, transwliting a state rent of 
rditures made under the contingent op» 
ions for that department, made. in com- 
Hance with the act of Congress of the 9ih of 


th 


dv. HENDRICKS presented the petition of 
per W. Weaver, praying additional compen- 
a for superintending the work done on the 
ennsyivatia avenue: referréd to the Committee 
n Claims. f 

-. HENDRICKS aiso presented the petition of 
the legs] representatives of John H. Pratt; which 
was referred tothe same committee. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of 
Doctor Plantoa of Philadelphia, stating that he 
has invented several important improvements in 
regard to the navigation of canals by steamboats, 
and also certain improvements in the construction 
of pai'roads, and asking Congress to make an ap» 
prepriation for the purpose of testing the utility 
of his inventions: réferred to the Committee on 
Roads and canals. 

Me. BUCHANAN also presented the petition of 
the Chamber cf Commerce of Philedelphis, pray- 
ing foran appropriation for the building ofa new 
cüstom-ħoùse at that city; referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. : 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, the petition and 
papers of Mary Moore, on the files of the last ses- 
sich, were again referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the petition and 
papers of Archibald W. Hamilton, on the files of 
the last session, were again referred to the Con- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mit. TOMLINSON presented the petition of 
Col, Samuel Dean, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 


Missisippi, preying that the claim of 


_ Mr. CLAY presented the petition of Colonel 
Anthony Gale; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, : 
Mr. KING of Alahama presented the petition 
of the Mayor and Aldermen of the city of Mobile, 


praying that a sum of moncy advanced by them 
for equipping certain volunteers, for the service 
of the United States in the late Creek war, may 
be refunded to them: referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. È 

Petitions were also presented by Messrs. NILES, 
TIPTON, and RIVES. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
Samuel Warren of South Carolina; which was 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which had been referred the bill to au- 
thorize the Secretary of the Treasury to compro- 
_ mise the claim of the United States on the Aille- 
ghany Bank of Pennsylvania, reported the same 
without amendment 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill to authorize the 
Gainsville and Narkats. railroad company to lo 
cate a road through the public lands; which was 
read, and ordered to a sesond reading. 

Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported a bill for. the relief of 
the legal representatives of Gustavus B. Horner, 
_ deceased; which was read, and ordered to a se- 

end reading. : 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
Yands, to which had been referred the bill to 
limit the sales of the public lands to actual scttlers, 
reported an amendment thereto, striking out all 
after the enacting clause, and substituting another 
bill; and, 

On motion ‘of Mr. WALKER, it was made the 
order of the day for Thursday next. 

Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, reported the following bills, 
which were severally read and ordered toa szcond 
reading: 

A bill to authorize the Ohio Railroad Company 
fo locate a road through the public lands. 

A bill making appropriations for the comple- 
tion of the improvement of certain rivers and 
reads in Florida; and 

A biil making appropriation for the completion 
of certain military roadsin Florida. 

Mr, RIVES, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported without amendment the bill for the 
relief of certain officers of the United States sloop 
of war Boston. g 

Mr. KING of Alabama presented the credentials 
of the Hon. Joan McKinzey, elected by the Le- 
gislature of the State of Alabama a Senator from 
that State, to serve for six years frem the 4th of 
March next. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported a bill to remit the duties paid on certain 
merchandise imported into the city of New York 
destroyed’by fire; which was read and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr, WRIGHT, from the same committee, re- 

_ ported, without amendment, the bill from the 

House to regulate, in certain cases, the disposition 

of the land ceded by Indian tribes to the United 

States. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, which was directed by a resoluticn of the 

` Senate to inquire into the expediency of confirm- 
ing certain sales of lands made by Governor Pope 
of Arkansas, reported a bill for that purpose; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
Moses Van Campen, which was read and ordered 
to a second reading. à 

Mr. KING of Georgia, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, to which was referred the bill 
giving effect to the 8th article of the treaty with 
Spain, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. BROWN submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which lies onthe table one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of com- 

i pensating Jeremiah Taylor, for shoeing horses 
belonging to Captain Bradley’s company of caval- 
ry, attached to Colonel John Coffee, 3d regiment, 

. during the late war. l 

Mr, SEVIER submitted the following resolu- 
tions, which were considered and adopted: 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Publice Lands 
be instructed toinquire into the expediency of 
granting to each of the States of Arkansas, Missis- 
sippi, and Louisiana, five hundred thousand acres 


_ of land, for the purposes of internal improvement. 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
extending the jurisdiction of the District Court of 
Arkansas, go as to embrace all capital offences 
against the United States, which may be commit- 
ted in the Indian country, west of Arkansas, 

Mr: GRUNDY moved that the previous orders 
be postponed, for the purpose of taking up the bill 
for the admission of Michigan into the Union; 
carried—veas 22, nays 15. 

The bill being then before the Senate as in 
Committee of the Whole, 

After some remarks from Messrs. CALHOUN 
and GRUNDY, 

Mr. MORRIS moved to recommit the bill to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, with instructions to 
strike out the preamble, which refers to the assent 
given by the late Convention in Michigan to the 
boundaries prescribed in the act ef Congress, 

A: debate foilowed, in which Messrs. CAL- 
HOUN, MORRIS, GRUNDY, WALKER,. TIP- 
TON, STRANGE, and DANA, took part; after 
which, and before the question was taken, 

On motion of Mr. EWING of Ohio, 

The Senate adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tourspax, January, 3, 1837, š 
_Mr. LINN presented the memorial of the Le- 
gislature of Missouri, praying for a donation of 
500,009 acres of land forthe purposes of educa- 
tion: referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands, 

Also, the memorial of the same, praying for the 
establishment of an additional land district: refer- 
red to the same committee. 

On motion of Mr. EWING of Ohis, leave was 
given to George Johnson to withdraw his petition 
and papers, presented at the last session. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of the 
Marshal of the Southern District of New York, 
praying that an appropriation may be made for the 
erection of suitable buildings for the accommoda- 
tion of the Federal Courts for that district: refer- 
red tothe Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented the memorial of the 
Galena and Chicago Union Railroad company, 
praying the right of way over the public lands, 
with the right of pre-emption to one section of 
land the whole length on each side of the road, on 
condition that the company transport, free of cost, 
the United States mail upcn said road for Sixty 
years, the length of their charter : referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Qn motion of Mr, LINN, 

Ordered, That the various petitions on the files 
of the last session from citizens of Missouri, pray- 
ing for the establishment of a new land office at 
Jefferson City, in that State, be again referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. KING of Alabama presented the memorial 
of a large number of the citizens of Georgetown, 
D. C. stating the disadvantages under which they 
labor with respect to the banking system of the 
District, and praying Congress to charter a new 
bank: referred to the Commitiee on the District 
of Columbia. ` 

Mr. KENT presented the memorial of the com- 
mon coancil of the town of Alexandria, in the 
District of Columbia, praying for aid for the com- 
pietion of the branch of the Clesapeake and 
Ohic canal to that town: referred to the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of 
Marshall, late an officer of the army of the United 
States under the command of General Wayne, 
praying for a pension: referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. RIVES presented the memorial of J. H. 
Hall, praying to be compensated for his improye- 
Ments in the manufacture of fire arms: referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

Mr. RIVES also presented the petition of 


i] George Taylor, of the District of Columbia, and 


the petition of John Cooper, and ‘others, . praying 
indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1806: laid ` 
en the table. A ee ne 
' Mr, KENT, from the Committee on the District. 
of Columbia, repérted without amendment: the 
bill to incorporate the Washington. city manua 
labor school and ma e orphan, asylum. . | eet 

Mr. KENT, from the same committee, which | 
had been directed by a resolution of the Senate to 
inquire whether there was any law in forcë in the. 
District of Columbia, which conferred on the Me- 
dical Society of said District the right to grant li-. 
cences for the practice of medicine; and if so, to. 
inquire into the expediency and justice of repeal.’ 
ing said law, made a report thereon, giving it ag ” 
the opinion of the committee that the law was a 
wise and salutary one, and ought not to be res 
peale:l; whereupoy the committee was discharged 
from the further consideration of the same, 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, to which had been referred the bill for 
the relief of Sebastian Butcher and others, report- 
ed the same without amendment. 

- Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of George W, 
Brand; which was read, and ordéred to. a secon 
reading, : 


Mr. SOUTHARD, from the Committee on Nas ' i. 
val Affairs, to which had been referred the petition - 


of Irvine Shubrick, reported a bill for his relief; 


which was read, and ordered to a second rédding.. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which had been referred the memorial 
of the honorable John Forsyth, praying for com- 
pensation for property lost in consequence of the 
carelessness of the United States troops during the 
late Creek war, made an unfavorable report there- 
on, and the committee was discharged from the 
further consideration thereof. 5 ene 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public. 
Lands, to which had been referred the bill intro- | 
duced by Mr. Clay, to appropriate fer a limited - 
time the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, 


reported the same without amendment, and gave ` 
notice that he was instructed by the committee to. `, < 


move for the indefinite postponement of the bill, 
when it should come up for consideration. 

Mr, BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which had been referred the following ` 
bills, reported the same, severally, without amend» 
ment, viz: g ` 

A bill to establish a foundry in the west and one 
in tbe southwest, and certain arsenals; 7 

A bill to provide for the collection of material . 
and the purchase of sites for building certain for. 
tifications; ; . 

A bill for the relief of Mrs. Caroline E. Clither- 
all; : 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Gen. William 
Eaton; and : f 

A bil to fix the compensation of the senior 
clerk employed inthe Adjutant General’s office, 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which had been referred the petition of Daniel . 
Steenrod, reported a bill fer his relief; which was 
read, and ordered to 2 second reading. : 

Mr. KING of Alabama, in pursuance of notice 
given, asked and obtained leave and introduced a 
bill to encourage the employment of boys in the 
vessels of the United States; which was twice read 
and referred. D Eg 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Senate took 
up the bill from the House to regulate, in certain 
cases, the disposition of the proceeds of the sales: 
of the lands ceded to the United States by Indian 


_tribes; and the bill was by unanimous consent read 


the second and third times and passed. . 

The following bills were also read the third time 
and passed: : 

The bill making appropriations for the suppres- 
sion of Indian hostilities; and š 

The bill for the relief of Elisha Fowns. 

The resolutions offered yesterday and on Thuru 
day, were severally considered and adopted. f 

The resolution submitted by Mr.. BENTON to 
expunge certain resolutions from the Journal of ` 
the Senate, coming up for consideration, s 

Mr. BENTON ‘moved that it be printéd, and 
made the order of thé day for Monday next; which 
motion was agreed to. i 


+ 


68 
ae SPECIAL ORDER. 

The bill for the admission of Michigan into the 
UWaion on an equal footing with the original States, 
-was taken up as the unfinished debate, when 

Mr. EWING of Ohio adtvessed the Senate in 
opposition to the bill, and in support of Mr. Mon- 
nis’s amendment.’ 


Mr. BUCHANAN then rose, and in aspeech | 


of some ‘length and argument, supported the bill, 
and. opposedthe amendment. . 

Mr. GALHOUN moved that the Senatè ad- 
journ;: which motion was decided in the negative 

y the following vote: : 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calboun, Clay, Critten- 
den, Davis, Ewing of Obio, Kent, Knight, Moore, 
Morris, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Seuthard, 
Swift, and White—16. F 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Dana, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, King 
of Alabama, King of Georgia, Linn, Nicholas, Niles, 
Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, Tip- 
ton, Walker, Wall, and Wright—22. 

Mr. PRESTON next took the floor, and spoke 
at length in opposition to the hill. 

After some remarks from Mr. STRANGE, in 
reply to Mr, Prxsroy, 

Mr. MORRIS withdrew his proposition to re- 
commit the bill with instructions, and submitted 
as an amendment a substitute for the preamble. 

“Mr. GRUNDY asked for the yeas and rays on 
Mr. Monrnis’s amendment, which were according- 
ay ordered. : 

Messrs. CALHOUN and MORRIS addressed 
the Senate in favor of the amendment just offered, 

Hele Mr. Morais concluded, he gave way. 
an ; i 
_ Mr. EWING of Ohio moved that the Senate ad- 
jours; which question was decided in the nega- 
tive~yeas 16, nays 16. 

After afew remarks from Mr. Monais, 

Mr. WALL ‘moved that the Senate adjourn; 
which motion was lost—yeas 19, nays 19. 

YEAS—Messrs, Bayard, Brown, Calhoun, Clay, 
Crittenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Kent, King of 
Alabama, Knight, Moore, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, 
Preston, Southard, Swift, Wall, and White—19. 

NAYS— Messrs. Benton, Buchanan, Dana, Ful- 
ton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, King of Ga. 
Linn, Page, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Strange, Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, and Wright 

Afler afew more remarks from Mr: Monus, 

Mr. EWING of Ohio moved that the Senate ad- 
journ; which motion was carried, yeas 21, nays 
17, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Browr, Calhoun, Clay, 
Crittenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Kent, King of 
Alabama, Knight, Linn, Moore, Morris, Nicholas, 
Niles, Preston, Southard, Strange, Swift, Wall, 
and White—21. 

_NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Buchanan, Dana, Ful- 
ton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, King of Ga, 
bama, Page, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Tallowdge, Tipton, Walker, and Wright—17. 

So the Senate adjourned: 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuxzsvar, January 5, 1837. 

Petitions and memorials were presented by Mr. 
PARKS of Maire. 

Messrs, PEARCE, and BURNS of New 
shire, 

Messrs. PHILLIPS 
of Massachusetts. 4 

Messrs. HAZELTINE, CHAPIN, CAMBREL- 
ENG, GIDEON LEER, HUNTINGTON, and 
YOUNG of New York. ~ Í 

[Mr. Cuarin presented the petition of Albert 
Tauderveer, a revolutionary soldier, praying to be 
plsced on the pension roll: referred to the Com- 
mi'tee on Revolutionary Pensions.] 

Messrs. HARPER, GALBRAITH, LAPORTE 
PIERSON and INGERSOLL of Pennsylvania, . 

Mr. TURNER of Maryland, 

Mr, LOVALL of Virginia, 

Mr, HARLAN of Kentucky. 

(Mr. Hartan presented the joint preamble and 
resolution of thé Legislature of Kentucky, for the 
passage of a law compensating the troops called 
into the service of the United States, in virtue of 


Hamp- 


, ADAMS, and CUSRING 


~ 


> 


\ 
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an order from Gencral Gaines to the Governor of 
Kentucky; which trcops were destined for Camp 
Sabine, but disbanded by the order of the Presi- | 
dent of the United States] 

Messrs. HUNTSMAN and CARTER of Ten 
nessee, 

Mr. .HANNEGAN of Indiana. 

[Mr. Hanwneaw presented the petition of the 
Mayer and Corporate autherities of Michigan city, 


in the State of Indiana, praying that a certain strip ` 


of unsurveyed land along the lake shore, between 
the city and the water, be granted to said corpora- 
tion for city purposes; referred to the Committec 
on the Public Lards.} 

Messrs, CASEY and REYNOLDS, of Hlinois. 

(Mr. Casey presented the petition of a number 
of citizens of Mlinois, praying the passage of an 
act granting to the Mount Carmel and Alton Rail- 
road company the right of pre-emption to alter. 
nate sections of the public land through which 
the same may pass; which, on bis motion, was 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. ] 

[Mr. Casey also presented ‘the petition of sun- 
dry c'titizens of Wabash. county, illinois, praying 
the passage of a law authorizing the relnquish- 
ment of section sixteen, in township one, north, 
range tweive, west of the secend principal meridi- 
an, and the privilege of entering other lands. in 
lieu thereof, forthe use of schools in said township; 
which was also referred, on his motion, to the 
Committee on the Public Lands ] 

[Mr. Reywonns presented the papers and dosu- 
ments sustaining the claim ef the heirs of William 
B. Whiteside, deceased, for military services per- 
formed by their ancestor in the year 1809. 

Wiliam B. Whiteside performed the abave 
mentioned service under the order of M. Lewis, 
Governor of Upper Louisiana, and acted as a cap- 
tain of a company of spjes at Fort Madison, on the 
west side of the Mississippi, in the present limits 
of Wisconsin Territtry; neither he or his heirs 
having reccived any pay for said services, On 
motion of Mr, R. the papers were referred to the 
Committee of Claims. ] 

Messrs. LYON and MARTIN of Alabama. 

Messrs. HARRISON and ASHLEY of Missouri, 

[Mr. Hannison presented the petition of John 
L. Bean and A. S. Hughes, praying remuneration 
as Indian agents.] 

Mr. JONES of Wisconsin. 

[Mr. Joxxs presented a petition from the citi- 
zens of Toledo, State of Ohio, praying for tae con- 
struction ofa harbor at the mouth of Root river, fn 
Milwaukee county, Wisconsin Territory; Also, of 
the citizens of Monroe, in Michigan, who pray for 
the same improvement. ] 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of restoring to the list of pensioners for ser 
vices in the revolutionary war, the names of all 
persons who were entitled to, and obtained pen- 
sions, under the act of Congress of 18th March, 
1818; but whose names were afterwards stricken 
from the list, and have not since been restored, 
forthe single reason that they were not in indi- 
gent poverty. 

WEST POINT ACADEMY. 

Mr. INGERSOLL, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill to provide for the sup- 
port of the Military Academy of the United States, 
for the year 1837: read twice, and committed to a 
Committee of the Whole on the of the 
Union. 

On motion of Mr. GILLET, the following reso- 
lutions, reported by him on a former day from the 
Committee on Commerce, were taken u P and 
severally concurred in: 

Resolved, That the Secretary ofthe Treasury be 


state 


directed to communicate to this House a survey of 
the bar and obstructions to the navigation of the 
Passaic river, below the city of Newark, in the 
State of New Jersey, made hy Lieutenant Com- 
taandant Gedney, together with his plans and eti- 
mates for the removal of the obstructions to the 
navigaticn of said river. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to this House the survey, plan, 
and estimate for the improvement of the mouth of 


` 


o Mr 


it chusetts;. wbicn bii 


Black river, in the county of Jefferson, in the State 
of New York. , 
JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported the following resolution, which 
was conentréd in: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs - 
be instructed to inquire and report to this House 
what alterations (if any) are necessary in the 
laws regulating the nay, compensation, and allow- 
ances of persers in the Navy. 

PRE-EMPTION LAW. 

Mr. YELL, from the Committee on the Public 
| Lands, reported a bill to revive in part the pro- 
| visions of an act entitled an act granting pre-emp- 
tion rights to settlers on the public lands, approved 
June 19, 1834; which wasread twice, and refer- 
. red to aCoimmittee of the Whole on the state of 

the Union. g 

Mr. FRY, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Captain 
Presly Gray of Kentucky; also, a bill for the re- 
rief of the children aad Igual representatives of 
Oliver Parrish, deceased; also, a bill granting a 
| pension to Chaney Rice of Pennsylvania; also a 
bill grantiag a pension to dames J Coffin, of Massa- 
is were severally read twice and 


E committed. 


Mr. FRY, from the same committee, also made 
| unfavorable reports upon the petitions of Mary 
| Cruchion, and also that of izrael Wright, which 
were ordered to lie én the table, 

Mr. HARRISON of Missouri, from the Commit- 
tee on the Public Lands, reported a bill for the 
relief of Robert Murray; also, a bill for the relief 
of Jonathan Boone; also, a bill fer the relief of 
Himan Steigermayer; which bills were severally 
read twice and committed, 

HEPGSITH BANKS. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the following resolation and amendments moved 
thereto on s former day, 2s follows: 

Mr. GARLAND submitted the following resolu- 
i tion. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
communicate to this House, if within his power, 
the dividends and surpluses, which were declared 
by, and the surpluses and contingeut fund remain- 
j ing ing the several banks in which the pubic 
| soney is deposited, for the years 1833, 1834, 
1835, and 1836, severally. 

Mr. HARLAN submitted the following amend- 
ment to the amenduicnt: “ And that he state also 
whether the salary or compensatiou of an arent 
| at che seat of the General Government compose at 
partof the expenses of said banks, the name of, 
the ayent, end the several sums paid to him by, 
said institutions respectfully.” 

The question pending was the following amend- 
ment to the amendment submitted on Saturday 
i last by Mr, VANDERPOEL: 

“ And when the Treasury Department has any 
agent or attorney to correspond or communicate 
with said depos'te banks in relation to the public 
| deposites; if so, who is such agent or correspon- 
| dent, what compensation is allowed to him; and by 
| whom is such allowance made or paid?” 
| Mr. PEYTON intimated bis wish to submit an 
amendment to the ‘tion of the gentleman 
from Virginia, when it should be in order to do so, 
and begged of all gentlemen who might be fa- 
vorsble to an investigation, not to vate for the ori- 
ginal resolution, or for either of the amendments 
pending; because it was asking of the Secretary 


} 


4 
ak 


pe n 
PE 


| of the Treasury to send them information which 


| 


he was bound to doby law, but which he had 
neglected to send. Yt was asking the Seereta.y 
to send there a whitewashing essay in defence of 
j himself and Reuben M. Whitney, if Ke chose so 
| todo, He did not think it the proper course to 
i call on the Secretary to make a statement, touch- 
| ing his cwn official conduct, and also touching the 
conduct of that sickly and mysterious agent, who 
was the organ of communication between the 
Treasury and the deposite banks. Mr. P. then 
read extracts from the denosite law of the last 
sess.on, to show that the Secretary of the Treasury 
was authorized toappoint an agent to communicate 
with, and examine into the affairs of the depo- 


a 


| site banks; and that it was his duty to give 


reper een rete nee har en 


Congress. statements of their condition, &e. 
If, then, the Secretary had failed to perform that 
daty, and Mr. P contended he had, he thought 
they ought to resort to other means to procure it. 
He was oppesed to all inquiries of the Secretar 
of the Treasury, but wasin favor ofa full investi- 
gation of the matter by a committee clothed with 
the power to do so. In relation to Whitney, the 
ground had been taken by gentlemen that he was 
a private individual, and that his acts were of a 
private nature, and that the House had no right 
to inquire into a private matter. He then pro- 
ceeded to show that Whitney was connected with 
the Treasury Department, as an agent for the de- 
posite banks; that he had an office in the buid- 
ing occupied by the Treasury Department, and 
that he carried of a correspondence with the de- 
posite banks and with Receivers of pubiic moneys; 
and read extracts froma published circular pur- 
porting to be from Whitney to a Mr. Blakey, 2 
Receiver of public moneys, in support of the lat- 
‘ter charge. 

Mr. P. said that in consequence of the character 
of the agent alluded to, Mr. Taney, the former 
Secretary of the Treasury, would not recommend 

him asanagent of the deposite banks; but when 
the present Secretary came into office, this indi- 
vidual was taken into the Treasury Department, 
and every facility granted him. Now he had forti- 
fied himself, and gentlemon were afraid to institute 
an investigation in his conduct. Mr. P. spoke et 
considerable length, and adverted with great sev 
ity to the course of the Secretary in relation to 
Whitney’s connection with the Treasury Depart- 
ment. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia said the honorable 
gentleman from Tennessee did him no more than 
justice, when he said that he ir. G) had no de- 
sire to cover any fraudulent’ practices of the 
Treasury. Mr. G. said while he stood there as 
the representative of a free ard intelligent people, 
he naver would, by any act of bis, attempt to con- 
ceal fiom public view fraud or corruption in any 
shape or form whateyer. But when he first sub- 
mitted the resolution to the House, the simple ob- 
ject he had in view was to make an inquiry in re- 
lation to the revenue of the country, andhe had 
not atthat time the most remote idea that an in- 
quiry in relation to Reuben Me Whitney would 
have been appended to. if; because his honorable 
colleague from Virginia (Mr. Wise? had submit- 
ted a resolution, which had been made the order 
of the day for this v relation to th 
subject, and wh 
the amendment p 
Kentucky (Atr. Hari 
session Mr. G. had vo í 
into this subject, and he wouid continue to w< 
” for them, if they were submitted day after day, un- 

til doomsday. 

These were the reasons which induced him to 
offer the resolation alluded to, and he certainly 
thought it was not liai the sm of the 
gentleman from T He had drawn up 
the resolution in form, because he 
did not suppos Secretary of the Trea- 
sury had any tutional power to exact 
the information from these banks; yet, at the same 
time, he might have acquired the information, and 
communicated it to the House in this manner; and, 

rectful form for 


aleran 


s at the last 


quiry in this way, so that they might obtain, by the 
assent of the banks, through the Sccretary of the 
Treasury, ji vformation which they had not the 
power to compel the banks to give. : 

With regard to the invest gation into the cha- 
racter of Mr. Whitney, he had nothing to say; that 
person might be all thet the gentleman from Ten- 
nesseé seemed to think him to be. Hf the pro- 
position the gentleman desired to have adopted, 
nad reference to an investigation of Weitney’s 
private character, to ascertain whether he was 
a traitor or a perjured villian, as gentlemen had 
represented him, he could not vote for it, because 
that wasa matter which the House had nothing 
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to with. Yet there were insinuations coming from 
high sources, from genilemen on that floor, from 
representatives of the people, that tuere. was an 
ilegal, illegitimate andicorrupt connection between 
Whitney and the Secretary of the Treasury and 
the deposite banks: and when charges came in 
this form he was prepared to meet them and give 
the investigation desired. He thought no wrong 
cculd be dene by this; there was no fear of the 
inneceat being made guilly by an investigation. 
Integrity could never suffer by investigation; its 
purity would be made more manifest and more at- 
tractive. Truth, like Thomson’s beauty, is most 
‘adorned when unadorsed. 

He before said that he thought there was no im- 
proper connection between the individual alluded 
to, the deposite banks, and the Secretary of the 
Treasury; and be stl thought so, but when urged 
onthat floor, and from all quarters of the country, 
to make an inquiry, was it not due to the Secretary 
of the Treasury that this investigation-should be 
had.. If any one was guilty, and an improper con- 
nection did exist those concerned in it would be 
exposed to public view, and the corrupt officers 
would ke removed from their places of trust; but 
if they be innocent, then the responsibility. would 
rest on their accusers; and the’publis officers would 
stand acquitted, and be sustained by the American 
people; because they had passed the fiery ordeal, 
and besen fouad pure and uncorrupted. He then 
appealed to gentlemen to meet the inguiry in the 
broadest formin which it mightcome. He thought 
the Secretary of the Treasury was too conscious 
of his own rectitude to shrink from any investiga- 
tion. her officer would do so, 


if he did, or any oth 
they were not the men which ought to hold pub- 
lic trusts 

Those high officers who administered the Go- 
vernmeat should be like Casar’s wife, not only in- 
nocent, but unsuspected; and when suspicions 
were thrown upon them, let the officers meet 
them and drive them back, as the giooin of night 
is driven before the rays of the rising sun. He 
feared rothing which was to foliow the investiga- 
tion, because he believed every thing to be cor- 
rect; if not, then fraud and corruption would be 
detected. and exposed; therefore he would meet 
the charge, and give the investigation in its broad- 
est form. Hé said the House bad in its keeping 
American liberty itself; the preservation. of our 
free institutiens; their perpetuity and preserva- 
tion depended upon the purity with which this 
Government was administered. This could only 
be done by closing every avenue to mal-adminis- 
tralion, 

Mr. GARLAND intimated his desire to modify 
his resolu when 

Mr. HARLAN withdrew his amendment. Con- 
segu nily the amendment of Mr. VANDERPOEL 
fell; so that the resolution was before the House 
in its origina} form, 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia then submitted the 

following as a modification of his resolution: 
g, That a committee of nine members be 
appointed, whose duty it shall be to inquire 
whether the several banks employed for the depo- 
site of the public moncy, have all, or any of them, 
by joint or several contract, employ edan agent to 
reside atthe seat of Government, to transact their 
business with the Treasury Department; what is 
the character of the business which he is so em- 
ployed to transact, and what compensation he re- 
ceives: whether said agen‘, if there be one, has 
been employed at the request, or through the pro- 
curement of the Treasury Department; whether 
the business of the Treasury Department with said 
banka is conducted through said agents and 
whether, in the transaction of any business con- 
fide to said agent, he reecives any compensation 
from the Treasury Department; and that said com- 
mittee have power tosend for persons and papers, 
if they deem it riecessary. 

Resolved, That the Sceretary of the Treasury 
communicate to this House, if within his power, 
a statement of the dividends and surpluses which 
were declared by, and the surpluses and contin- 
gent funds remaining in, the several hanks in which 
the public money is deposited for the years 1833, 
1834, 1835, and 1836, severally, 


Mr, McKAY then, submitted 4 wing 

amendment, to come in as a second resolation: 
'. Resolved further, That the Secretary: of the 
Treasury report the average amount of public 
monevs each.of sad banks has had vn deposte on 
the first day of each. quarter, in the aforesaid 
years respectively, together with any. other jnfor- 
mation, which will show. what proportio: id di- 
vidends and surpluses has been derived by the 
said banks forthe use of the public. moneys; also, 
as faras it can be ascertained what have been the 
d vidends and surpluses of. an equalnumber of the 
banks than those that have the public moneys for 
the last two years. : Y ` 

Mr. GARLAND cf Va. accepted this amend- > 
ment as a modifiation of h esolutions. = 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, then moved to 
strike cut of the second: resolution the: word 
‘average, and insert the werd ‘actual,’ so as tO 
make it read “actual. amount of public: moneys,” 
&e.; which motion, after some explanations by 
Messrs. GARLAND of Louisiana, and McKAY, 
was agreed to, 

Mr. ADAMS then moved to strike out of the 
first resolution, after the words “and that said 
committee have power to send for persons and pa- 
pers,” the words “if they deem it necessary to do 
go.”? x g r ae 

Mr. GARLAND of Va. accepted this as. a mòdi- 
fication. : : 

Mr. ADAMS 
question, sò as to take the question 
each resolution. : corer, 

The first and second resolutions. were then | 
agreed to without a Civision. = oi 

Mr. CHAMBERS of Kentucky ‘called for the 
yeas and 1 ays on the third resolution, which were 
ordered, and the resolution adopted unanimously. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Navy, trans- 
mitting a statement of the expenditures made out 
of the contingent appropriations : of the..Navy; 
which, un motion of Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD, was 
referred to the committee on so muchef the pub- - 
lic. expenditures as velates to the Navy Depart- . : 
ment. i a pa anan 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House ano- 
ther communication from the same, transmitting 
twohbundred and seventy-five copiez of the Naval 
Register, for the ase of the members of the House: 
laid on the table. is JF ia 

The SPEAKER also. laid before the House a 
communication from the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, transmitting a statement of the various sums 
paid out of the five per cent, fund of the nett pro- 
c-eds of the sales of the public jands; which was 
laid on the table. 

EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATION. i 

The orders of the day were called for, and the 
CHAIR announced the resolution, originally sub- 
mitted by Mr. Wiss, and reported from the:Com- | 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 
proposing an inquiry into the Executive Depart- | 
ments, and the amendment of Mr. PEARCE of j 
Rhode Island, as given below. : | 

i 
1 
a 


then called for a division of the 
seperately on 


Mr. HANNEGAN remarked, that as the hour 
was late, and as the western States had heretofure 
been excluded from the opportanity of offering 
resolutions, he moyed to postpone the subject till 
to-morrow for that purpose. - | 

“Mr. PICKENS, who was entitled to the floor, | 
said, he had no {particular objection to postpone | 
the subject for one day, for the reason urged by | 
the gentleman from Indiana, provided it was un» | 
derstood that it be made the special order : fer tc- 4 
morrow. ¥eadded, that he had no wish, on his | 
own part, that it should be postponed a moment | 
longer, nor would he be instrumental in having it j 
so, for he was quite prepared to go on. ~ | 

Mr. JARVIS hoped it would not be postponed... 
Unless the resolutions were merely intended asa | 
peg to hang speeches upon, there was no use in 
posiponing them; for if it was intended to raise the | 
proposed committee there was no time to spare. 

The motion to postpone.was lost, and the resos 
lutions were then read. a eS 

The first, as reported from ithe Committee. of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, was as fob 


lows: R | 
“Resoligd, That se much of the President's meq 


70 


"gage as relates to the “ condition of the various 
Executive Departments, the ability and integrity 


with which they have been conducted, the vigilant - 


atid faithful discharge of the public business in all 
~ of them, and the’ causes of complaint, from any 
quarter, atthe manner in which they have fulfilled 
the objects of their creation,” be referred to a se- 
rect committee, to consist of nine members, with 
power to send for persons and papers, and with 
instructions to inquire into the condition of the va- 
rious Executive Departments, the ability and in- 
tegrity with “which they have been conducted, 
‘dato thè manner in which the ‘public business 
has-been cischarged in all of them, and into 
all. causes of complaint, from any quarter, at the 


“ That so much of the President’s message as 
is in the following words, to wit: ‘Before conclud- 
ing this paper, I think it is due to the various Exe- 
cutive Departments to bear testimony to their 
prosperous condition, and tothe ability and inte- 
grity with which they have been conducted. TIt 
has been my aim to enforce in all of them a vigi 

‘lant and faithful discharge of the public business; 
and itis gratifying to me to believe that there is 
nö just cause of complaint, from any quarter, at 
the maaner in which they have fulfilled the ob- 
jects of their creation,’ be referred to a select com: 
mittee of nine members, with instructions to in- 
quire into any specific causes of complaint which 


may be alleged against the integrity of the admin- . 


istration of any of the departments, or their bu- 

reaus, of the vigilance and fidelity with which their 

duties have been discharged, and that said com- 

mittee have power to send for persons and papers.” 

_ Mr. PICKENS then addressed the House at 

` length against the amendment, and in support of 

the ori inal resolution, dwelling at large upon, 

and reviewing the policy and course of the ad- 
ministration of Gen. Jackson. 

Mr DUNLAP avowed himself in favor of the 

adoption of the original resolution, and entered 
into a spirited defence of General Jackson 
from the charges brought against him by the 
gentleman from South Carolina, and others, who 
had traduced the President’s character. Mr. D. 
appealed to the gentleman from Rhode Island to 
withdraw his amendment, and suffer the question 
to be taken on the original resolution. 

After some remarks from Mr. PEYTON in re- 
ply to his colleague, and from Mr. DUNLAP in 
rejoinder, 

Mr. ROBERTSON obtained the floor, and 
moved that the House adjourn, but withdrew it to 
enable the Speaker to present a communication 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a 
statement of the amount of surplus revenue remain- 
ing in the Treasury on the first day of the present 
month, with the proportions of the same that the 
several States will be entitled to receive under the 
vct of the last session of Congress; which was or- 
pered to lie on the table and be printed. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
WEDNESDAY, J anuary 4, 1837, - 

The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the Treasury Department, informing Congress of 
the measures adopted for carrying into effect the 
deposite law of the last session, and enclosing a:ta- 
ble exhibiting the portion allotted to each of the 
several States, The report shows that twelve of 
the States have signified their acceptance of the 
terms of the act, and that transfers, equal in 
amount to theip respective proportions for the first 
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instalment, are now issuing to thems and adds 
that, in consequence: of the convention recentiy 
heldin Michigan, and the views expressed by the 
President of the United States in his late message, 
together with the provisions of the bill now pend- 
ing in one House of Congress for her admission 
into the Union, the Department has supposed her 
situation to be so far changed, since November 
last, as to justify the assigament to her of her share 
of the public deposites, subject’ however to the 
future decision of Congress; the payment ef which 
will be postponed till some expression of opinion 
shall be given by Congress which will either sanc- 
tion its being made to her, or require its division 
among the other States. ` 

The CHAIR also communicated a report from 
the Navy Department, transmitting, in pursuance 
of law, sixty copies of the Navy Register for the 
present year. Pe 

Mr. HENDRICKS presented a memorial nume- 
rously signed by citizens of the State of Indiana, 
stating that the falls of the Ohio river stil pre- 
sent a serious obstacle to its navigation, notwith- 
standing the Louisville and Portland canal has 
been constructed to remedy that inconvenience. 
That the great and increasing commerce of the 
valley of the Mississippi, imperiously demands 
the removal of every obstruction to the free transit 
of western produce to its proper market in the 
south. That the many States interested in the 
navigation of the Ghio river, places „this matter 
upon a level with any work in the Union; and 
that the national importance of this navigation, 
has been frequently recognised in the liberal ap- 
propriations’ which have been made by Congress 
for the removal of obstructions to the navigation 
of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, as well as in 
the subscription of stock to the Louisville and 
Portland Canal. The petitioners state thet the ob- 
ject for which this canal was constructed has not 
been attained to the extent contemplated; be- 
cause, . 4 

Ist. The canalis too narrow and too shallow to 
accommodate boats of heavy tonnage. 

2d. The site of the canal being peculiarly favor- 
able to an accumulation of mud snd the lodgment 
of drift wood, makes it necessary for the company 
occasionally to suspend business until those ob- 
structions can be removed, creating a vexatious 
delay to boats, and restoring the old custom of 
land transportation from Louisville to Portland. 

Sd. That in consequence of the heavy expendi- 
lures necessary to keep the canal navigable, the 
company is compelled, in orJer to realize fair divi- 
dends, to exact exorbitant tolls, which operate as 
a great burden upon western commerce, 

The petitioners respectfully represent it as the 
duty of the General Government to construct a 
free canal on the Indiana side of the river; and ex- 
press a confidence in the opinion that such work 
can be completed for a less sum than would be re- 
quisite to purchase the stock in the Louisville and 
Portland canal, and that, when completed, it would 
be a much better work.. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

Mr. KENT presented the memorial of James 
Williams, praying indemnity for French spolia. 
lions prior to 1800: referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. RIVES presented the petition of Nathaniel 
Wattles, President of the Marine Insurance Com- 
pany of Alexandria, D. C. praying indemnit 
for French spoliations prior te 1800: laid on the 
table. 

Mr. DANA presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Maine, praying for the establishment of 
anew mail route: referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. PARKER presented the petition of William 
P, Goodwin, sen and legal representative of 
Francis Goodwin, late a surgeon’s mate in the re- 
volutionary army: referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. KING of Alabama presented the memorial 
of Susan Marlin, and the memorials of other indi- 
viduals and Indian reservees on the same subject, 
stating that by the construction given to the acts 


of Congress passed in their favor by the officers 


— 

of Government, they have been prevented from 
Tocating such tracts of land as would be of any 
service to them, and praying the interposition of 
of Congress in their behalf; referred to the Com. 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. PRENTISS submitted the following reso. 
lution, which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the J udiciary 
be instructed to inquire inte the expediency of 
constituting a board of Commissioners of Claims, 
whose duty it shall be to hear and examine all 
claims against the United States which may re- 
quire the special legislation of Congress, and re- 
port the facts proved, with their opinion thereon, 
to Congress. 

Mr. RIVES submitted the following resolution, 
which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That. the Committee on Claims be in. 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making 
compensation to James Points, Marshal of the 
Western District of Virginia, for extraordinary ser- 
vices rendered by him indetecting and apprehend- 
ing a band of counterfeiters. 

Mr. HUBBARD submitted the following reso- 
lution, which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for extending the provisions of the 
act of the last session, giving pensions to widows 
in certain cases, so as to embrace the widows now 
living of all soldiers and officers of the revolution 
who would have been entitled to pensions under 
the act of June 7, 1832. 

Mr. KENT, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which a petition on the subject had been 
referred, reported a bill to establish a hospital in 
the District of Columbia; which was read, and or- 
dered to 2 second reading. 

Mir. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to which had been referred the petition 
of John McLecd, reported a bill granting hima 
pension; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. < 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which the same had been referred, 
reported, with several amendments, the bill to pro- 
vide for the legal adjudication and settlement of 
private land claims, in Louisiana and Arkansas, 
derived under the grants to Baron Bastrop and 
others. ; 

Mr. KENT, from the select committee ap- 
pointed to consider the subject, reported a bill to 
authorize ihe purchase of the right to use, in the 
army and navy of the United States, the appara- 
tus of Doctor Boyd Riley, for the application of 
steam to the human body; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. DAVIS, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of the owners of the brig Despatch and car- 
go; which was read twice, and referred. 

Mr. DAVIS, on leave, also introduced a bill to 
provide for the payment to several States of inte- 
rest on advances made by them for the United 
States during the late war; which was read twice, 
and referred. 

Mr. RIVES, on leave, introduced a bill to au- 
thorize the Secretary of the Treasury to make 
certain advances to the Secretary of the Navy on 
account of the navy pension fund; which was 
twice read, and referred. 

The joint resolution, introduced .by Mr. ROB- 
BINS, directing the Committee cn the Library 


“to procure, as far as practicable, a certain number 


of copies of all the public and private laws of the 
several States, made both before and since the 
adoption of the present constitution, was consi- 
dered; and, on motion of Mr, PRESTON, it was 
referred te the Committee on the Library. 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

_ The Senate then proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill for the admission of Michigan into 
the Union. The question being on the amend- 
ment cf Mr. Mornis to strike ouf the preamble, 
and insert a substitute. . . 

This question was debated by Messrs. MORRIS, 
BAYARD, and CRITTENDEN, in favor of the 
motion, and by Messrs. BROWN, NILES, and 
FULTON against it, and was decided in the nega- 
tive-yeas 18, nays 23, as follows: 


, 


Foe eT nay Saoer 
aeaea n saa aanre 


-CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


_- YEAS—Mesars. Bayard, Black, Calhoun, Ciay, 


Crittenden, Davis, Kent, King of Georgia, Knight, 

Moore, Morris, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Sevier, 

Southard, Swift, and White—18. f 
NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 

Dana, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, King 

of Alabama, Linn, Nicholas, Niles, Page, Parker, 

Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Strange, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, Walker, Wall, and Wright—23. 

Mr. SCU'LHARD moved to strike out the pre- 
amble; which motion was réjected—yeas 16, nays 
25, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers, Bayard, Biack, Calnoun, Clay, 
Crittenden, Davis, Kent, Knight, Moore, Merris, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rebbins, Southard, Swift, and 

*White-~16, : 

WAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Dana, Fulton, Grundy, Heudri Hubbard, King 
of Alabama, King of Georgia, Lion, Nicolas, Niles, 
Page, Parker, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Strange, Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, Wall, and 
Wright—25. i 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to strike out the pre- 

‘amble, and insert, in lieu thereof, a section repeal- 
ing the cenditions imposed on Michigan by the aet 
of the last session, as to ber assent to the boun- 
daty prescribed in thst act. 

On submitting this motion, Mr. CALHOUN 
moved that the Senate adjourn, in order to al! 
him an opportunity daressing the Senate ir 
support the next day. 

This motion was lost——yeas 13, nays 24, as fol- 
lows: 


OW 


s. Bayard, Black, Calhoun, Davis, 
Kent, King of Georgia, Knight, Moore, Parker, 
Prentiss, Presten, Robbins, Southard, and Swift 
—13. 

NAYS—~Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Dana, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, K 
of Alabama, Linn, Nicho'ss, Niles, Page, Rives, Ro- 
binson, Ruggles, Sevier, Stange, Tallmadge, Tip- 

| ton, Walker, Wall, White, and Wright —24. 

. The question was then taken on Mr. GAL- 
HOUN’S amendment, and it was lost—yeas 12, 
nays 25, as follows: . ` 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Davis, Kent, 
Knight, Moore, Morris, Prentiss, Robbins, South- 
ard, Swift, and White—12. 

NAYS—Messrs, Benton, Brown, Puchanaa, 
Dana, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, King 
of Alabama, King of Georgia, Linn, Nicholas, 


Niles, Page, Parker, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, 
Sevier, Strange, Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, 


to BS, 


Wall, and Wrigh 

After some remarks from Mr. WH 

was ordered to be e 
eas 27, nays 4, as follows: 

YEAS—Maessrs. Benton, Brown, Buchasan, 
Dana, Falton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, King 
of Alabama, King of Georgia, Knight, Lins, 
Nicholas, Niles, Page, Parker, Rives, Robinson, 
Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
Walker, Wall, White, and Wrignt—27. 

NAYS-——Messrs, Bayard, Calhoun, Davis, and 
Prentiss-—4, 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
r Wrpxrspay, Jan. 4, 1837. 

Mr. CONNOR, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for 
the relief of Patrick Greene; which was read 
twice and committed. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, reported a resolation instructing that com- 
mittee to inquire into the expediency of revising 
theacis of Congress relative to foreign missions; 
which was concurred in. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, reported a bul for the relief of 
Daniel Davis: read twice and committed. 

Mr, WARDWELL, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for tne re- 
lief of the legal representatives of Tawney York, 
deceased: read twice and itted, 

Mr, PINCKNEY, 
merce, reported a bill for the relief of Ferdinand 
Clarke: read twice and committed. 

Dr. DAWSON submitted the following reso- 


p 
| 
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lution, which, under the rule, will lie one day on | 


the table: ; 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be re- 
quested to communicate te this House, the report 
of the Naval Commission, who were charged with 
the examination of the South Atlantic seacoast, 
for the most -eligible site for a naval depot and 
navy yerd. ; 

Mr. QWENS submitted the followmg resolu- 
tion, which, under the rule, will he over for one 
day : 


dtesoived, That the Secretary of War be directe 
ed to furnish this House with a detailed statement 
of the number and names of the officers in the 
regular army of the United States, who have re- 
signed their commissions within the last twelve 
months, and the dates of said resignations; the 
number and names of the officers who have ap- 
plied fer and obtained furloughs within the same 
period of time, the date of said furloughs, and the 
reasons for granting the same; and the number 
and names uf the officers who have refused to 
comply with tke last general order of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, requiring the officers 
of the army to join their regiments, and the rea- 
sons for such non-compliance; and any other mat- 


ter connected with this subject that he may deem + 


important to the pubiic interests. ; 

On motion of Mr. LOYALE, it. was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affaire 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
placing Sameel Ross, disabled seaman cf the 
United States, on the navy pension roll. 
ir. McKAY, it was 
d, That the Committee on N 
structed to inquire into the expedic ney 
of prohibiting or regulating by law the practice 
of Gicers of the army briag employed in the 
service of individuals or incorporated companics, 
and receiving compensation from them during the 
time they hold their commissions. 

On motion of Mr. HOLSEY, it was 

Resolved, ‘Phat tae Committe? on Indian Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
providing by law for the granting of patents to 
assignees or holders of contracts of purchase of 
Creek reservations, which had been certified by 
the agent, und approved by the President, u! der 
the third article of the treaty with the Creck tribe 
of Indians, concluded at Washington, on the 24th 
day of March, 1832, 

Mr. MONTGOMERY submitted the following 
resolution; which under the rule will lie on the 
table one day. 

wed, That the Secretary of the Treasury 

ed to inform this House what quantity of 

is belong to the United States in each 
t d Territory, an argregete amount; 
what has been the whole cost attending their pur- 
meat up to the Ist December, 
g the amount of each of the vari- 
ous heads of expenditure, with the dates at which 
these lands have been acquired. Also, thet he in- 
form the House what amount of land has been sur- 
veyed and offered for ssie in each of the States 
and Territotics; the amount which bas been sold 
in each; the amount sold at public sale; the amount 
purchased st private sale; the probable amount 
that has been purchased by speculators; the amount 
that has probably been taken fer ce‘ual settlement; 
the amount that will probably bring the Govern- 
ment price or more; what amount will bring less 
than one dullar and twenty-five cents per acre, 
and over seventy-five cents per acre; what amount 
will bring seventy-five cents, s 
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and over fifty cenis 
per acre; what amount will bring fifty cents, and 
over twenty-five cents per acre; whatamount will 
bring twenty-five cents, and under; and what 
amount will not sell atany price. Also, the amount 
of cash paid into tse publie Treasury, and dis- 
f Į } : q 
bursements made therefrom annually since 1790 
inclasive, ene ; 
On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Kentucky, it 
was ; en 
Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the propri ty and 
justice of msking an additional appropriation of 
iand, to satisfy the warrants im serip which hace 
been issued, and which may hereafer issue, in 


itary Af- ! 
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virtue of the laws and ordinances of th 
States, and of the State of Virginia, for services in 
the army of the revolution. And thatthe com- 
mittee further inquire “into: the propriety of au- 
thorizing the Secretary of the Tressury, in’ cases 
where ‘scrip may have been, or shall be issued, 
and all the heirs, and others interested therein, 
sha'] not appear or join in receiving ‘the same, to 
issue to those who shell appear or join,’ or their 
attorney or attorneys, their proper proportion, 
reserving in the Treasury the ‘portion due to 
those who do not appear or join as aforesaid. - 

Mr. C. ALLAN submitted ‘the following pre. 
amble and resolution: - i 

Whereas, Congress bas heretefore made dona- 
tions of the public lands for the purposes of in- 
ternal improvement and education: 2 


To the State of Ohio, 1,737,838 acres. 
; Indiana, 1,112,592 
Illinois, 1,712,225 
Missouri, < 1,181,248 
Mississippi, 133,244 
Alabama, 1,216,450 
Louisiana, 920,053 
Ter. of Michigan, 599,973 
Arkansas, 996,338 
Florida, 947,724. 


In the aggregate amounting to 11,057,685 ‘acres. 

An whereas, each of the United States has an 
equal right to participate in. the benefit of the 
public lands, the common property of the Union ; . 
and every wise and good American having agreed 
in the opinion that the cause of general reduction 
is indissolubly identified with thecause of general 
liberty ; Therefore, to do equal, and exact justice 
toall the States; to aid in diffusing among the 
rising generation intelligence enough to cormpre- 
hend, and spirit enough to defend their rights, and 
thus to elevate the national character, and ins 
sure the perpetuity of our free institutions, 

Be it resolved, That a select committee, to con» 
sist of one member from each State, be appoint- 
ed, whose duty it shail be to ingnire into the jus- 
tice and expediency of making to each of the thir- 
teen ofiginal American States, together witb each 
of the States of Maine, Vermont, Kentucky, and 
Tennessee, such grants of the public lands for the 
purposes of education, as will correspond ina just 
proportion with those heretofore made in favor of > 
the first named States and Territories, and that ` 
said committee have leave to report» by bill or 
otherwise. But, to avoid the objection of one 
State holding land in another, ‘the committee is 
directed to insert a clause in the bill which they 
may repert, providing that the grants to be male 
thereby shail be subject to sale under the laws 
of tie General Government now in force, and that 
the proceeds arising therefrom. shall be paid over 
to the States entitled to the same. 


Mr. HALL of Maine moyed to strike out of the i 
resolution the words ‘f Select Committee,” and 
iasert “ Committee on the Public Lands.” 


Mr. ALLEN honed the amendment. would not 
be adopted, because the Committee on the Public 
Lands was principally composed of merabers from 
the new States, to which these grants had been 
made. Hedid not consider thatit was doing the 
old States justice by referring this subject to that 
‘committee. Hedid not object to the new States 
getting these lands; he rejoiced that they had got 
them. But his objectnow was to extend this be- 
nefit to all the States for the purposes of educa- 
tion. This, he considered, would be taking no- 
thing from the new States, because this land was 
the common property of the nation; at any rate, 
he only proposed to submit to the consideration 
of a committee of one member from each of the 
States this subject, so that they might inquire into 
the propriety, the expediency, and the justice of 
the measure. This inquiry was of a nature so im- 
portant thathe was satisfied that his constituents, 
and the cit’zens of the old States generally, would 
not be satisfied, unless it was sent to a committee 
of members fromall cf the States. 

Mr. HALL havirg withdrawn his amendment, 

Mr, DAVIS said he did nat rise to discuss the 
question as it would be premature at this stage of 
the progeedings, but he rose to express his agtone 


12 oo 

ishment at the proposition submitted by the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Allen.) Sir, said 
Mr. D. the proposition is one carrying with it 
palpable and gross injustice. to the new States. 


„To provethis fact, itis but necessary to refer to the 
“ratio by which the surplus revenue is distributed; 


in addition to the thousands and millions expended ` 


inthe old States upon fortifications, ships ef war, 
custem-houses, and a thousand other public works, 
they receive by the bill of the last. session, a 
very large.amount over and above what their 
population would entitle them fto, take for ex- 
ample said Mr. D. those States whose representa- 
tion on this floor would not be sustained, if the 
ratio of 1830: was now applied; and yet at this very 
moment the State of Indiana, under the same ratio, 
is entiled to fifteen or sixteen representatives; 
and yet forsooth the gentleman is desirous that 
. the old States shall have the power to put their 
fingers into the Treasury, and take therefrom an 
additional quantum of that revenue which is prin- 


cipally acquired by the labor and enterprise of the 


new States. 

Mr. D. bad hoped better things from the gen- 
tlemax; he had hoped that the gentleman’s know- 
ledge of the privations incident to the settlement 
of the new States would not have urged him.to im- 
pose this additional requirement upon a people 
already most unjustly taxed, Sir, said Mr. D., if the 

- oid States possess the power thus to infringe upon 
the rights of the west, to wring from that oppressed 
portion of your country the proceeds of their Ja- 
bor, and are determined to carry out the principle 


of such unjust exactions, I shall not be surprised, 


soon to. see our private lands, if not our personal 
property, made the source of additional revenue, 
for the benefit of the old States. 

The gentleman has appealed to the justice and 
magninimity of the members of the new States in 
submitting this proposition, Sir, said Mr. D. that 
word justice is entirely a relative term; and if his 
proposition carries with it justice in his estimation, 
it is the farthest imaginable from being justice in 
my view ofihe subject. Sir, the old States jointly 
have already been ruling us with a rod of iron up- 
on this subject, and we have little hope that our 
condition would be bettered by their disjointed 
control. I ardently hope that the proposition 
may not obtain even a reference. For my own 
part I am prepared to vote against it now and to 
all future time. Mr.D, concluded by moving to 
lay the proposition on the table; but withdrew it 
at the request of 

Mr. VINTON, who submitted 
amendment to the resolution: 

“That said committee be further instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of inserting a clause 
in said bill to pay said new States the value of the 
improvements made by them on the public lands, 
or to pay to them the amount the public lands 
would have been assessed for taxes if they had 
been private.’ 


Mr. VINTON had -no objection to have this 
subject go to a select or standing committee, but 
he could not, as a representative of one of the 
new Siates, consent that the impression should be 
raised in that House or elsewhere, that the new 
States had reccived a larger Proportion of the 
public lands than they were entitled to receive, 
He argued that the grants of lands to the new 
States was not a gratuity, and that the General 
Government had received an equivalent therefor, 
The State of Ohio and other States, assessed no 
tax on the public lands, when private citizens 
were taxed by the State to make improvements on 
those lands, which enhanced their yalue. A large 
proportion of the roads in the State of Ohio were 
made on the public lands, and the Property of 
private individuals were taxed to make them, B 
this means ~linds which were worth nothing be. 
fore, were Immediately sold, and the proceeds sent 
Jato the Public Treasury. The Government to 

be sure hèd made donations of lands for canals 
and other improvements, but it always received 
an equivalent. He instanced the grant made to 
the canal connecting the waters ef the lakes and 
the Ohio river; and for which the Government had 
the privelege of transporting trcops and public 
` property on the same, free of toll, For the pur- 


the following 
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pose then of doing the new States justice, he had 
proposed an amendment, providing that, if land 
was given tothe old States, the new States should 
receive an equivalent in taxes, ; 

Mr. ALLAN again defended his resolution, and 


` denied that he intended to take any thing away 
from the newStates that they were already possessed | 


of. What he wanted was distributive justice; and 
the whole argument, so often brought forward in 
favor of the new States, was based on injustice and 
sophistry. Atlexst he hoped the inquiry would 
be made; and he was astonished that members 
from the new States should object to this, j 

Mr- VINTON denied that he opposed an in- 
quiry. What he wished was that the new States 
should be included in the investigation. - 

Mr. ALLAN was not opposed to the new States; 
and.if it could be shown that they merited spacial 
privileges, he.was ready to accord them; but he 
was well assured, and believed he could satisfy 
every candid mind, that they bad no such claims as 
had been set up for them, 

Mr. BRIGGS should vote for the inquiry; for it 
proposed nothing more than what was just, equal, 
and proper between the several States. He was 
surprised at the opposition coming from the gen- 
tlemen from Ohio and Indiana. On what ground 
could Ohio complain in respect to her works of in- 
ternal improvement? What she had done with the 
General Government was a matter of contract; and 
her works of internal improvement-had been 
carried on for her own bénefit. ; 

Mr. PARKER concurred entirely with the last 
gentleman, and, forone, expressed his thanks to 
the gentleman from Kentucky for kaving introdu- 
ced this resolution, Why, was not the public do- 
main the property of the whole people? Why 
should the people of New Jersey, for instance, be 
excluded from partaking in this benefit, as well 
as the people of the new States? 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, denied that the 
grants of land made tothe new States, were made 
at the time under the character of donations. 7 
was a compromise, made in consideration of the 
exemption of the public lands from taxation for 
five years after their sale or entry. He moved to 
extend the provisions of the resolation, so as to 
embrace all the States, but the CHAIR deciding 
that another amendment could not be moved pen- 
ding the one under consideration, 

Mr. VINTON then modified his amendment as 
follows, by inserting a further clause, that the in. 
quiry be extended to all the States; which Mr. 
ALLAN accepted as a modification of the origi- 
nal resolution. 5 

Mr. CLAIBORNE of Mississippi, moved a pro- 
viso, that no such grant should interfere with, or 
be located on the claims or imorovemenis of anv 
actual settler on the public lands. > 

Mr. CLAIBORNE briefly addressed the House 
inadvocacy of the cause and claims of the actual 
settlers on the public lands. [Bis remarks will 
be published as soon as they can be prepared for 
the press. ] 

Mr, ASHLEY renewed the motion to refer the 
subject to the Committee on the Public Lan S, On 
the ground that that was the most appropriate re- 
ference: but it was decided tobe not then in order, 

Mr. JARVIS said, as the resolation had been 
modified so as to extend the inquiry, he should 
vote for it; buf he could not sce why s0 much 
time should be taken up in discussing the merits 
of the question at this incipient stage. Jt would 
be time enough for every gentleman to er 
bis opinion when the report of the con nittee 
should come inte the House. He demanded the 
previous question, but the House refused to se- 
cond it, ' 

Mr. MANN of New York, said it must be appa- 


ren, by tbis time, that this proposition was neither 
more nor less than a new edition 


exploded idea of distributing the proceeds of the |! 


| land in another, the committee are to be instructed 


| tueky and Tennessee, 


to reporta provision, that the lands be sold by the 
United States, and the proceeds given to the old 
States for the purposes of education.” Sir, (said 
Mr. M ) what more distinct surrender ofthe prin- 
ciple of dividing “the spoils” of the public lands 
among the States could be desired, than is contain- 
ed in this provision? 

Sir, gentl-men sometimes express their eurprise 
at the various propositions submitted; but, sir, I 
am-no longer surptised at any thing occurring 


here. Ihave been here too long for that, sir. But: 


I will admit that I heard the remarks of my friend 
from Mississippi Mr. Claiborne) on this subject 
with regret. I am confident, however, sir, that 
these remarks proceeded from any other cause 
than a sense of the injustive or illiberality of Con- 
gress towards the new States; and I am sure that, 
on more experience here, and a more careful con- 
sideratioa of the subject upon broad and tiberal 


| prisciples, my honorable and ‘talented young 
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friend will not cherish any of the feelings he has ex- 
pressed. I know (said Mr. M.) the purity of his 
feelings and the generosity of his nature toe well, 
I trast, to suppose him for a moment capable of 
acting upon local, selfish or narrow principles, 
to favor his own or any other State. 

The preamble, Mr. M. repeated, to this resolu- 
tion is illusory and deceptive, addressed to the 
cupidity of the okl States ‘represented upon this 
floor. Ti recites the grants made by Congress to 
each of the new States of the public lands in the 
aggregate, without specifying the molive or con- 
sideration upon which they were made. Its ar- 
gument is, that an equal quantity should be grant- 
ed to the old States, to make them respectively 
equal sharers in the public lands. Now, sir, said 
Mr. M, nothing could be devised more disingenu- 
ous and deceptive. Let us look at it briefly. 
The idea is that the old States granted these lands 
to the pew for an implied consideration, and re- 
sulting benefit to themselves; thatit was a sort of 
indian gift, to be refunded with increase, Not 80, 
sir, at all. If Mr. M. understood the motives in- 
ducing thosé grants, they were paternal on the 
part ofthe old States; proceeding upon that gene- 
rous and noble liberality which induces a wealthy 
father to advance and provide for his children. 
This was the moving consideration, though he, Mr. 
M. was aware that the grants in aid of the im- 
provements of the new States and Territories, 
were upon consideration of advancing the sale 
and improvement of the remaining lands in those 
States held by the United States, i 

We were now asked, he, Mr. M, believed, for 
the first and he hoped for the last time, to destroy 
that parental and fraternal feeling which had al- 
ways bound the new States to the old in an indig- 
soluble union, by arraying before them our liberal 
beneficence, and claiming from them an equiva- 
lent. Sir, we shouid remember that the people 
of the new States are our enterprising citizens 


i from the old—our friends and our children; and 


if we establish the principle contained: in this 
proposition, we might as well claim from them a 
remuneration for all our appropriations to make 
their roads, to open and render habitable the 
country sought by their enterprise: We might, 
in short, claim a remuneration for the loss of 
our population and wealth which has been trans- 
ferred from the old to the new States. The 

ip’ carried out would result inthis. Mr.M. 
said he perceived that the States of Kentucky and 
Tennessee were to share in this proposed bounty. 
Most of the old States possessed a large share of 
land which they have devoted to the various pur- 
poses of their own infant Governments. When 
the people of the new left the old States, they re- 
Iinguished their interests in those lands, and the 
funds proceeding from them, and this considera- 
tion bas, perhaps, had some effect with Congress 
in extending: their Hborelity to the people of the 
new States. Tt should do so. 

The Unrtsd States continue to hold their large 
domain in those new States, and to derive a reve- 
nue therefrom, Not so with the States of Ken- 
These were not colonial 
States. How did they sequire title to the lands 
within thelr jurisdictions? Not by grant from the 
United States, or any one of them. Time will not 


permit, Mr. pulse Geel): TERA a aae to relate the history of those 
transactions now. Suffice itto say, they made 
“ lawful prize of the lands” they now held,no mat- 
ter whether by discovery or conquest, They 
wish now to sharea new division of spoils; and if 
any is.to be bad, perhaps itis right they should. 

Mr. M. concluded by saying, that when it shall 
be in order, he would move to strike out the pre- 
amble to this resolution entirely, as‘illusory, argu- 
mentative, and deceptive. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG thought they had better 
dispose of one resolution at a time, and he there- 
fore called for the orders of the day. 

The SPEAKER Hid before the Howe the fol- 
lowing Executive communications: 

1. From the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting the report of the Register and Recciver of 
the Land Office of the southwestern district of 
Louisiana; which, on mation of Mr. JOHNSON of 
Louisiana, was referred to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 


2. Another communication from the Secretary 
of the Treasury, transmitting a report, in pursu- 
ance of a resolution of the 10th of Jaly, 1832, di- 
recting that officer to lay before the House, at 
each “succeeding session of Congress, copies 
. of the statements and returns showing the ca- 

pital, circulation, discounts, amount of spe- 
cie, deposites, &c. of the different State banks and 
banking companies; which, on motion of Mr. 
CAMBRELENG, was laid on the table; and, on 
motion of Mr. PARKER, 5,000 extra copies were 
ordered to be printed. 


-EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATION. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the resolution, originally submitted by Mr. WISE, 
and the amendment proposed thereto by Mr. 
Prance of Rhode Islsnd, for an inquiry into al- 
Jeged abuses of the Executive Departments of the 
Goverument- 


Mr. ROBERTSON, who was entitled to the 
floor, addressed the House at length in support of 
the original resolution, and in opposition to the 
amendment of the gentleman from Rhode Island, 
(Mr.Pearce.) The objection to this resolution, (said 
Mr. R.) was more to the form than to the sub- 
stance. Heconsidered the form the proper one; 
the form of the present reselution constituted its 
essential importance. It had been objected to the 
resolution that it was a kind of general search. 
Was the institution of an inquiry into the man- 
agement of the Executive Departments to be look- 
ed upen as as a general search? He objected to 
giving specification; and considered that the object 
of the inquiry would be entirely frustrated by the 
adoption of the amendment proposed by the 
gentleman from Rhode Island. He would think 
but little of one of the heads of departments, who 
should take exception to this resolution, on the 
ground of its being a general search; it would be 
nothing more nor less than the plea of a quibbling 
attorney. If a committee was to go to make an 
examination into the affairs cf the Treasury, the 
deposite banks, and Reuben M. Whitney, were 
they to be told that they must make no examina- 
tion unless the charges against the parties were 
specific? Mr. R. then proceeded to repi] ly tothe re- 
marks heretofore made by the gentleman from 
Rhode Island, (Mr. Pearce,) and adverted, with 
some severity, to the course of that gentleman ata 
former period. He also reviewed the whole 
eourse of the administration, pointing out various 
transactions, which, he contended, were abuses, 
and read extracts from various documents in sup- 
port of his position. After dw ening. upon these 
topics at considerable length, Mr. R. gave way, 
without concluding, to 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, who moved that 
the House adjourn. 

Mr, BOON called for the yeas and nayson this 
motion, which were not ordered, and then 

The House adjourned, 

SELECT COMMITTEE 

On the resolution for an inquiry whether the 
deposite banks have employed an agent at the seat 
of the General Government to transact their busi- 
ness with the Treasury Department, &c. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia. 
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PIERCE of New Hampshire. 
FAIRFIELD of Maine. 
WISE of Virginia. 

GILLET of New. York. 
JOHNSON of Louisiana. 
HAMER of Ohio. 

MARTIN of Alabama. 
PEYTON of. Tennessee, 


IN SENATE, 
Tuunspar, Jonuary 5, 1837. 


The CHAIR communicated a letter from the ` 


Hon. ALEXANDER Porter, a Senator of the United 
States from the State of Louisiana, resigning his 
seat in the Senate of the United States, which 
was read. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
Navy Department, made in compliance with the 
act of April, 1818, containing a statement of the 
number of cler ks employed in that department, 
and in the office of the Commissioners of the Navy. 

Also, a letter from the same department, en- 
closing a report from the Board of Navy Commis- 
sioners, of the examination and surveys made by 
them of the waters of Narraganset bay, made in 
obedience to a resolution of the Senate at the last 
session. 

Mr. KENT presented a memorial from sundry 
merchants of Baltimore, importers of hardware, 
praying for a modification of the tariff law of 1832: 
referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. KENT also presented the memorial of sun- 
dry citizens of Alexandria, District of Columbia, 
praying for an act of Congress to amend their 
charter: referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. BOBINSON presented the petition of Ben- 
jamin Harris, praying permission to locate a land 
warrant; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands- 

Mr. SEVIER presented a memorial from the 
Legislature of Arkansas, prayi ng for an extension 
of the National road from St. Louis to the seat of 
Government in Arkansas. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. Also, a memorial 
from the same, praying for the change of location 
of certain school lands; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Job Wood, 
praying for a pension, which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions; and the petition of John 
B. Valle, praying permission to locate a tract of 
land: referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of 
—-— Smith, praying for arrears of pension; which 
was referr ed to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of the 
widow of Thomas Cogswell; which was referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. HUBBARD also presented the petition of 
Parker Co'e, praying for arrearages of pension: 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. FULTON presented resolutions from the 
Legislature of Arkansas, instructing their Sena- 
tors to vote for the expurgation from the journal 
of the resolution of the 28th March, 1834, con- 
demning President Jackson for removing the 
public ‘deposites from the Bank of the United 
States; which were read, laid onthe table, and 
ordered to he printed, 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to w hich had been referred the bill to 
extend, for a longer period, the several acts now 
in force for the relief of the insolvent debtors of 
the United States, reported the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had been referred the petition of sundry 
umbrella-makers of Philadelphia, praying for a re- 
duction of the duties on certain articles used by 
them in their business, moved that the committee 
be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof; which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which had been referred the petition of Thomas 
H. Perkins and others, reported a bill for their re- 
lief, which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading, 

Mr. KING of Alabama, from the Ccmmittee on 
Commerce, to which hag been referred the seve- 


ral metonals from citizens of Philadelph práy- 
ing for the erection of a new custom-house at that. 

place; and a resolution submitted by Mr. NICHO- 
LAS of Alabama, directing the committee to 
inquire into the expediency oferecting anew cus- 
tom-house at the city of New Orleans; reported a 
bill making appropriations for those ‘objects; 
which was read, and ordered ‘to a second ‘reading. 

Mr. RIVES submitted the following resolutions, 
which lie on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to ‘inquire into the expediency of in- 
creasing the salary of the District: Judge for the 
eastern district of Virginia. =~ 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed: to inquire into the expédiency of 
making additional provision, by law, for.the com- 
pensation of the clerks of the federal courts: held 
at Richmond and Norfolk, in the State of Virginia. 

Mr. HENDRICKS submitted the following re 
solution, which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
iustructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a port of entry or delivery at Fort 
Wayne. 

Mr. RUGGLES submitted the following reso- 
lution, which lies on the table one day: , | 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be ref 
quested to “communicate to the Senate copies o 
the surveys, estimates, and. maps, of Owlshead 
harbor and Cabscook bay, taken pursuant toa re- 
solution of the Senate at the last session. 

Mr. KING of Alabama submitted the following 
resolution, which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee oh Finance be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of authoriz - 
ing the Sec retary of the Treasury to pay equita- 
ble commissions to the attorneys of persons, the 
sums awarded to whom under the treaty with 
France were taken for debts due by them to the 
Unit<d States. 

Mr. NICHOLAS submitted the following reso- 
lution, which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on’ Private Lan 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the propriety. 
of confirming the report of the Register and Re- 
ceiver of the Land office at St. Stephens, in the 
State of Alabama, acting as commissioner under 


„the authority of the 3d section of an act of Con- 


gress, passed the 2d March, 1829, recommending 
for confirmation the title of Andrew Demetry to 
lands on the bay of St. Louis, which report was 
made on the 16th February, 1834. 

STATE OF MICHIGAN. 

The bill for the admission of Michigan into the 
Union came up on its third reading; and after a 
debate, in which the bill was supported by Messrs. « 
STRANGE, BUCHANAN, and KING of Georgia, 
and opposed by Messrs. CALHOUN and DAVIS, 
on taking the question, the Dill was passed—ycas 
25, nays 10, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
“Dana, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, King 
of Alabama, King of Georgia, Lian, Nicholas, Niles, 
Page, Parker, Rives, Robinson, ‘Sevier, Strange, 
Talimadge, Tipton, Walker, Wall. White, and 
Wright—25, 

NAYS— Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, Critten- 
den, Davis, Kent, Moore, Prentiss, Southard, and 
Swift—10. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tnaonsvay, Jan. 5, 1937, 

- On motion of Mr. HALL of Maine it was order- 
ed that the Committee on Enrolled Bills, on the 
part of the House, be now appointed. 

Tn pursuance of this order the CHAIR appointed 
Mr. Harr of Maine, and Mr. Briass of Massacha- 
setts, said committee. ` 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee on Inyalid Pensions, reported a bill for 
the benefit of Fielding Pratt: read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from. the Committee of 


` Ways and Means, to which. had been referred the 


memorial of Sarah Brickall and others, praying for - 
relief from French spoliations, prior to 1800, ask. 
ed to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the memorial, and that the same be referred te . 
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the Committee. on -Foreign Affairs, which was 
granted. 
On motion of Me. JENIFER, the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. were discharged from the 
` further consideration of the pétition of the heirs 
of Lieut. Col. Blackburn, praying to be allowed 
the half pay.to. which he was entitled; and the 
same was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. F 
‘On motion: of Mr. INGERSOLL, the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means were discharged from the 
farther consideration of the memorial for the Um- 
brella Manufacturers of Philadelphia, and the 
same was referred to the Committee of the W hole 
on the state of the Union. 
On motion of Mr. S. WILLIAMS, the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions were dise char ged from the 
further consideration of the petition of Samuel 


. Edgecomb, of Connecticut, praying for an in-- 


„crease of pension on account of wounds received 
in the war of the revolution; and the same was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions, 

Mr. M'KIM, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, moved that that committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the memorial of 
sundry merchants of Baltimore, dealers in hard- 
ware, for the repeat of the 16th and 12th, sections 
of the tariff act of July, 1832, and that the same 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, which had the bill on the same 
subject under consideration. 

On motion of Mr. HARRISON of Pennsylvania, 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions were discharg. 
ed from the further consideration of the petitions 
of James: Allen and Moses Smith; and the petitions 
were ordered to He on the table. 

Mr. HOAR, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made unfavorable reports on the peti- 
tions of J. M. Rea, James Bean and Samuel Ora- 
pon; which reports were ordered to lie en the | 
table. 

‘Mr. HARPER, from the Select Committee on 
the Patent Office, made an unfavorable report on 
the petition of Daniel Pease, Jr.; which was Jaid on 
the table. 

RULES OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. ADAMS rose and gave notice that on to- 

orrow be should submit a motion to repeal the 
77th and 78th rules of the House. [The rules in 
question relate to the appointment of the six addi- 
tional standing committees on expenditures in the 
public departments, and prescribe their duties, ] 

Mr, MANN of New York also gave notice that 
at the same time he should. move to take up the 
report of the select committce, made at the last 
session, on the subject of the rules of the House 
generally, 

CONNECTICUT MILITIA. 

Mr. TOUCEY gave notice that when the House 
next resolved ilseif into a committee of the whole 
on the state of the Union, he should move to take 
upand consider the “bill for the settlement of the 
claim of Connecticut against the United States fo $ 
the services of her militia during the late war.? 


DISTRIBUTION OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 
The House then resumed the consiieration of 

the following preamble and resolution, submitted 

yesterday by Mr. ©. Array, as modified: 


Whereas, Congress has heretofore made dona- 
tions of the public lands for the purposes of in- 
ternal improvement and education: 

To the State of Ohio, 1,737,838 acres. 


Indiana, 1,132,592 
Illinois, 1 742,295 
Missouri, 1 ny 
Mississippi, 733,244 
Alabama, 1, 216. 450 
Louisiana, 920,053 
Ter. 0. Michigan, 599,973 
“Arkansas, 996, 338 
Florida, 947,724 


In the aggregate amounting to 11,057,685 acres. 

And whereas, each of the United States has an 
equal right to participate in the benefit of the 
public lands, the common property of the Union; 
and every wise and good American having agreed 
in the opinion (hat the cause of general reduction 
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is indissolubly identified -with the cause of general 


liberty : ‘Therefore, to do equal and exact justice 
to all “the States; to.aid in diffusing among the 
rising generation ‘intelligence enough fo compre- 
hend, and spirit enougn to defend their rights, 
and thus to elevate the national character, and 
insure the perpetuity ot our free institutions, 

Be it resolved, Thata’select committee, to con- 
sist of one member from each State, be appoint- 


ed, whose duty it: shall be to inguire into the jus- | 


tice and expediency of making to each of the thir- 
teen original. American £ States, together with each 


f the States of Maine, Vermont, Kentucky, and } 


Tennessee, such grants of the public lands for the 
purposes of educstion, as will correspond in a just 
proportion with those heretofore made in favor of 
the first named States and Territories, and that 
said committee have leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. But, to avoid the objection of one 
State holding land i in anot her, the committee is 
directed to insert a clause in the bili which they 
may report, providing that the grants to bz made 
thereby shall be subject to sale under the Jaws of 
the General Government now in force, and that 
the proceeds arising they -efrom shali be paid over 
to the States enti ted y the same 

Resolved further, ‘That the said inguiry be ex- 
tended to all the ee 

The question pending was the following amend- 
ment, moved by Mr. VINTON: 

“ That said committee be further instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of inserting a Clause 
in said bill to pay said new States the value of the 
improvements made by them on the public lands, 
or to pay to them the amount the public lands 
would have been assessed for taxes if they had 
been private.” 

Mr. HARRISON of Missouri addressed the 
House at some length in oppesition to the resolu- 
tion, He considered the preamble to the resolu- 
tion wholly Geceptive and erroneous. It assumed 
the position that the grants made to the new 
States were a gratuity, “when in fact, Mr. II. said, 
those States paid what he considered the very 
highest possible price for those lands. . They had 
given up to the Government, as a consideration 
for those iands,a_ portion of their most sacred 
rights—a portion of the principle of sovereignty 
itself. The new States gave up the right of taxa- 
tion—a right which he considered an “essential in- 
gredient of sovereignty. This was one of the 
rights which the new States gave up for the lands 

which the gentenan from Kentucky had called a 
donation. . H, said the conditions would be 
seen, by d e ordinance of 1787, on which the 
new States received those lands; and he re:d va- 
rious extracts from that document, and other reso- 
lutions and acts of Congress, to. ‘show the condi- 
tions which were imposed upon the new States. 
The conditions imposed were, that the public 
lands should not be taxed while they belonged to 
the Government, nor for some years after their 
srle. 

The gentleman from Kentucky charged that 
the State of Ohio had received several thousand 
acres of the public lands asa gift, and that the 
State he had the honor to represent had received 
a large number of acres as a gratuity. Now, Mr. 
H. said Missourt had never received an acre 
bat what was received under the ordinance and 
jaws to which he had alluded, which provided 
that the public lands should not be taxed; yet the 
gentleman from Kentucky charged that ‘the new 
States had received exclusive privileges from the 
General Government. . H. denied that Con- 
gress had the power to make the grants which the 
gentleman asked for in his 1 esolution, and read 


osition, He contended that, if the measures pro- 
posed by this resolation were carried ont, it weuld 
place the new States in a slate of vassalage to the 
id States. Divide the lands among the several 
States, and you give the new States nineteen 
masters instead of one, and they would be com. 
pletely in the power of the old States. They 
would be as lambs in the hands of the shearers, 
Zhe people of the western States were vitally inte. 
rested in this question; they had paid,and more than 
paid, the General Government for her donations. 
They had made canals and railroads, and enhanc- 


extracts from various documents in support of his . 


zo esis SSCS AEA a a 
Sn ta ge” Ea Oe gail Ga asoLahlv identifed wih the cause of general || ed the value of the 1 value of the public lands; ; and in this way 
alone he considered they had ‘paid for them; but 
they iad done more than this; for. it was by the 
boldness and perseverance of the western pio- 
neers that the lands were rescued from the indians, 
and made available to the General Government. 
Vet after all this the new States were dependent 
upon the Gensral Government; because they 
could not construct a road or canal through these 
lands without coming before Congress and asking 
the right of way. He considered that this propo- 
sition came with abad grace from theg ge entleman 
from Kent ucky; because the Sute of Kentucky- 
had for a long time been selling the public lands 
which she h id obtained from the General Gover- 
ment, and sill b ad more to sell. He hoped this 
resolution would not pass, at least in the form in 
which it was; and gave. notice that when it should 
bein order he would move an amendment, pro, 
viding that the old States which bad received | bond, 
should not receive an equal proportion with those 
which had not. 

Mr. HANNEGAN moved to lay the resolution 
aad amendments onthe table. 


Mr. ©. ALLAN asked for the yeas and nays on 
this motion; which were ordered, and were as fol- 
lows: 


YRAS—Messrs. Ash, Ashley, Barton, Beale, 
Bean, Beaumont, Black, Bockee, Bond, Bom, 
Bovee, Boyd, Brown, Carabreleng, Carr, Casey, 
Chapman, Chapin, J. F. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, 
Coles, Craig, Cramer, Cushman, Davis, Dawson, 
Doubleday, Dromgoole, | Dunlap, Efner, Fry, 
Fuller, Galbraith, J. Garland, R. Garland, Gillet 
Grantland, Haley, J. Hall, Hamer, Hannegs un A 
G. Harrison, Haynes, Holt, Howard, Hubley, 
Huntington, Ingham, Jarvis, Dave  Jolinsen, 
H. Johnson, B. “Jones, Kilgore, Lane, Jansing, 
Lawler, G. Lee, J, Lee, Leonard, Loyall, Lyon, 
A, Mann, J. Mann, W. Mason, È nieCarty, McLene, 
Miller, Morgan, Muhlenberg, Page, Parks, Patter- 
son, P. Pierce, Phelps, E Pinckney, Jobn Reynolds, 
Joseph teyin ida, Rogers, Seymour, Shields, 
Sickles, Smith, Storer, J, Thomson, Toucey, Tur- 
rill, Vanderpoel, Vinton, Ward, Wardwell, Web- 
ster, Weeks, B, Whittlesey, T. T. Whittles» +y, and 
Yeli—95. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, C. Allan, FE. Allen, 
Bailey, Bell, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, Buchanan, 
Bunch, J. Calhoon, W. B. Calhoun, Carter, G. 
Chambers, J. Chambers, Chetwood, N. TT. Clai- 
borne, Clark, Connor, Corwin, Crane, Darlington, 
Deberry, Denny, Elmore, Evans, Everett, Fowler, 
French, Gtshan, Graves, Grayson, Griffo, H. 
Hall, Hard, Harlan, Harper, S. Harrison, Hoar, 
Holse y Hopkins, Howel » Hunt, Huntsman, fn- 
ger:oll, Janes, Daniel Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, 
Kennon, Laporte, Fawrence, Lay, L, Lea, Lin- 
coln, Love, S. Mason, Maury, McComas, McKay, 
McKennan, McKim, Mi ee Montgomery, Owens, 
Parker, D. dJ. Pearce, J. A. Pearce, Pearson, Pete 
tigrew, Peyton, Phiips, ‘Pickens Potts, Reed, 
Rencher, Richardson, Robertson, Russell, Schenck, 
W. B, Shepard, A. H. Shepperd, Shinn, Slade, 
Sloane, Sprague, Standefer, Steele, Taliaferro, 
W. Thompson, Turner, Underwood, Wagener, 
Washington, White, L. Williams, S. WiHiams, and 
Young—99, 

So the motion to lay op the table was disagreed 
to 

Mr. LANE obtained the floor, but gave way to 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, oa whose motion 
the House proceeded to the orders of the day. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing Executive communications: . 

1. From the Secretary of the Navy, transmit- 
ting the names of the clerks employed in that 
de partment, and the amount of compen: sation poe 
to each; which, on motion of Mr. WHIT TLESHY 
of Ohie, was laid on the table and ordered tobe 
printed. 

2. From the Secreta: ry of the Tressury, trans- 
mitting information called for bya resolution of the 
House of the 26th alt in relation to the causes 
that have prevented the execution of the 9th er- 
ticle of the treaty between Spain and the United 
States, 22d of February, 1819; which, on motion 
of Mr. HOWARD, was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed. 


` grity with which they have been conducted. 


EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATION. 
The House then resumed the consideration of 
the resolution, originally submitted by Mr. Wiss, 
and ‘the amendment proposed thereto by Mr. 
Pearce of Rhode Island, for an inquiry into al- 
Jeged abuses of the Executive Departments. of the 
Government, as follows: ` - í 

The first, as reparted from the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, was as fol- 


. lows: 


Resolved, That so much of the President’s mes- 
sage as relates to the ‘condition of the various 
Executive Departments, the ability and integrity 
with which they have been conducted, the vigilant 
and faithful discharge of the public business in ail 
of them, and the causes of complaint, from any 
quarter, at the manner in which they have fulfilled 
the objects of their creation,” be referred to a se- 
lect committee, to consist of nine members, with 
power to send for persons and papers, and with 
instructions to inquire into the condition of the va- 
rious Executive Departments, the ability and in- 
tegrity with which they have been conducted, 
into the manner in which the public business 
has been discharged in all of them, and into all 
causes of complaint, from any quarter, at the man- 
ner in which said. departments, or their bureaus 
or offices, or any of their officers oragenis of every 
description whatever, directly or indirectly con- 
nected with them in any manner, officially or un- 
officially, in duties pertaining to the public inte- 
terest, have fulfilled or failed to accomplish the 
objects of their creation, or have violated their du- 
ties, or have injured and impaired the public ser- 
vice and interest; and that said committee, in its 
inquiries, may refer to such periods of time as to 
them may seem expedient and proper.” 

The question pending, was the following amend- 
ment, moved by Mr. PEARCE of Rhode Esland: 
strike out all after the word “resolyed,” and in- 
sert the following: 

“That so much of the President’s message as 
is inthe following words, to wit: ‘Before conclud- 
ing this paper, I think it is due to the various Exe- 
cutive Departments to bear testimony to their 
prosperous condition, and to the ability and inte- 
It 
has been my aim to enforcein all of tbem a vigi- 
lant and faithful discharge of the public business, 
and itis gratifying to me to believe that there is 
no just cause of complaint, from any quarter, at 
the manner in which they have fulfilled the ub- 
jects of their creation,’ be referred toa select com- 
mittee of nine members, with instructions to in- 
quire into any specific causes of complaint which 
may be alleged against the integrity of the admi- 
nistration of any of the departments, or their bu- 
reaus, of the vigilance and fidelity with which their 
duties have been discharged, and that said com- 
mittee have power to send for persons and papers.” 

Mr. ROBERTSON concluded his remarks. He 
adverted to the declaration of uncompromising 
hostility, avowed by some gentlemen to the 
coming administration, in which he was not 
disposed to join. He would not go so far as 
that, or prejudge the course of the new President, 
and denounce his acts beforehand, for, if the 
principles of Mr. Van Buren’s administration co- 
incided with Mr. R’s, it should have his support. 

Mr. R. went on to show that the effect of the 
amendment, if it should be adopted, would be so 
to tie up the hands of the committee as to render 
a full inquiry impracticable. It had been said 
that the resolution, from the absence of specifica- 
tion, was without precedent. This was not s» 
and in refutation of it he adverted to the resolution 
for inquiring into the abuses of the Post Office De- 
partment. That case also presented a striking 
parallel to the present. Again and again was the 
denial reiterated, that no abuses existed in that 
department; and, as in this case, the opinion of the 
Executive was quoted in support of the contra- 
diction; and yet what a mass of fraudulent, cor- 
rupt, and collusive practices, were brought !to 
light by the labors of that committee! Extra 
allowances to an enormous extent, made without 
evidence of service; contracts made by collusion 
and bribery; alterations and erasures of the 
accounts, without end; and all these things had 
been going on for years, when the purity and 
f 3 T 
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regularity of the office were daily lauded in the 
Halls of Congreswand other places. After dwel- 
ling upon various arguments in. support of the 
original resolution for- some time, Mr.: R. con- 
‘eluded, and . i 


Mr. HANNEGAN obtained the floor, and gave 


his reasons why he should support the original re- 
solution. He should vote for it, because, when an 
honorable member on that floor rose and proclaim- 
ed corruption, and demanded a committee to. aid 
him in investigating it, Mr. H. wou'd always vote 
for it. Here was also another reason, and that was 
to ascertain the truth in regard to Reuben M. 
Whitney; against whom charges of a high charac- 
ter had been ringing in that hall for the Jast two 
years, and ithad become due to the country, and 
due to that individual, and to his family, tbat 
either the truth or falsehood of those charges 
should be ascertained. 

Mr., HAMER followed in reply to all ‘the 
charges brought against the administration by 
those opposed to it. [Want of time, and the late- 
ness of the hour at which the House adjourned, 
prevent our giving evena synopsis of the remarks 
of Mr. Hannzeax or Mr, Hamrr; they will be 
given in extenso so soon as they can be prepared 
for the press.] Without concluding, Mr. HAMER 
gave way to Mr. ANTHONY, on whose motion 

The House adjourned, 

- IN SENATE, 
Fripayr, January 6, 1837. 

The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the Treasury Department, made in compliance 
with the act fixing the compensation of the Minis- 
ters and Consuls of the United States residing on 
the coast of Barbary, showing tae number of those 
officers, with the compensation paid to each. 

Mr. WHITE presented the petition of Samuel 
Martin, praying Congress to encourage the linen 
manufacture; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Manufactures, 

Mr. TOMLINSON presenied the petition of 
De Forest Maurice, praying the return of certain 
duties paid by him in 1833: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. RIVES presented the petition of Geiano 
Carusi, praying compensation for services ren- 
dered, and losses, sustained under a contract with 
certain officers of the United States Navy: referred 
to the Comittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
sundry citizens of Philadelphia, praying that an 
appropriation may be made for the erection of a 
suitable building for the accommodation of the 
courts of the United States, and also for the erec- 
tion of a penitentiary at that city, 

Mr. B. said, in presenting the petition, I re- 
commend it to the consideration of the Judi- 
ciary Committee. I can say we have brought the 
penitentiary system in Pennsylvania to perfection. 
Our plan has become a model, not only in many 
parts of this country, but in Europe. And as it 
wiil be. necessary, at no remote time, for the Uni- 
ted States to erect penitentiaries, it appears to 


me that there is not a more suitable place where. 


to commence than Philadelphia. 

Mr. CALHOUN called for the reading of the 
„memorial; and it having been read, Mr. C. said he 
“had no objection to its being referred to the Com- 

mittee on the Judiciary; but he hoped they would 
pause and weigh the question a long time before 
they would give their assent to our commencing a 
penitentiary system of the United States. There was 
patronage enough exercised by the General Go- 
vernment already—its powers were great and ex- 
tensive, without their being introduced into a 
State. He objected to a State and General Go- 
vernment acting together, He merely threw out 
these suggestions to the committee, in the hope 
that they would pause a long time before they 
would give their sanction to the commencement 
of the proposed system. 

Mr. GRUNDY said he did not object to 
the reference of the memorial to the comm't- 
tee of which he was a member. But as to 
pausing a long time on the subject, he had made 
up his mind, and he would say, that so far as he 
could judge of the disposition of his colleagues, 
they would not haye to pause for eny length of 


- time, for the committee would report iti 


not only on the subject of penitentiariés; 
court-houses also, ES te age Ee 
_. Mr. BUCHANAN remarked, that he- was: sorry 
to hear that the chairman of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee had made up his mind on.the stibject. Jt 
appeared to him (Mr. B.) that at-sonie period, not 
very remote, it would be necessary for the Go- 
vernment of the United States to érect: penitentia- 
ries. . How could it be avoided? As. long as the 
Government of the United States are -4- Govern- 
ment executing their own laws, and punishing of-, 
fenders against them, they. must make some pro- 
vision for their punishment... The. States,’ without 
entert-ining any hostility to.the Government of this 
Union, might find it very inconvenient: to :accom- 
modate the prisoners sentenced by virtue of the 
laws of the United States, What was-ta be done? 
Were they to be set at liberty? Were:they-not to 
receive the punishment inflicted. by the laws? He 
could not suppose that any State would -not show. 
a proper comity to the United States Courts. 
Buf suppose it shou!d happen that they were 
unéble cr unwilling to do this, in what. a situation 
would the Government be placed. .He: could . 
not, he confessed, ses in this thing aty interference 
with the-rights or the liberties of the States’. He 
had no idea that his calling the attention of the 
Judiciary Committee to the subject: would have 
caused the least debate, or: he. would. not ‘have 
done it. ee 

The petition was referred ‘to the Commitice on 
the Judiciary. . 

Mr. TALMADGE, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, made an unfavorable report on the pe- 
tition of Frederick Boyer, and the committee was 
discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the petition of Commo- 
dore Isaac Hull, reported a bill for his reliefs 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 
Also, reported a bill. for the relief of Nicholas G. 
Hunter; which wasread, and ordered toa second 
reading. j 

Mr. CLAY presented the. petition of, John 
McLane, a citizen of Virginia, owning property-in 
the State of Illinois, opposite to an island in the 
Mississippi river, which he prays, for reasons there- 
in set forth, to be allowed to purchase: referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands, ; 

On motion of Mr. LINN, eater 

Ordered, That the vacancy in the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, occasioned by the resigna- 


j tion of the Hon. ALEXANDER Porter, be filled by 


the Chair; and Mr. Srranez was occordingly ap- 
pointed. 

Mr. KENT presented the petition of the Frank- 
lin Fire Insurance Company of this city, praying 
that an act may be passed for the renewal of their 
charter, with certain amendments; which wae re- 
ferred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. f 

Mr. BROWN presented the petition of the ad- 
ministrator of Covington Simpson, praying indem- 
nity for French spoliations prior to the year 1800; 
which was laid on the table. HS ; 

Mr. CALHOUN submitted the folowing reso 
lution; which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the. Secretary of the Treasury 
he directed to report tothe Senate as early as pos- 
sible, the undrawn appropriations on the 1st day of 
January instant, with the date of the acts making 
such appropriations. 

Mr. TALLMADGE submitted the following re- 
solutions, which lie on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of està- 
blishing a port of entry at Poughkeepsie, in the 
State of New York. F 

Resolved, That the Committee. on Commerce 
be instructed to inquire into. the expediency of an- 
thorizing a survey of the ship channel of the Hud- 
son river, from the city of New. York to the city 
of Troy, with a view to the, erection of beacons 
and spindles, and of placing buoys at the shoal 
places on dangerous points. 

The resolutions sabmitted yesterday by Messrs, 
RIVES, HENDRICKS, and RU GGLES, were con- 
sidered and adopted. — - $ l 

“Mr. CRITTENDEN, on leave, introduced a 


bill for the relief of the widows and orphans of 
the officers and seamen of the United States 
schooner Wild Cat; which was twice read and re- 
ferred. aa 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, - - 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the resolution introduced by Mr. EWING of Ohio, 
to: rescind the Treasury order designating the 
funds which shall be received in payment of the 
public lands; when - f : ' 

Mr. SOUTHARD, who had the floor, addressed 
the Senate in a speech of some length in support 
of the resolution, and in conclusion of his remarks 
commenced when the subject was last up; after 
which, 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the further con- 
sideration of the subject was postponed for the 
purpose of taking up the bill supplementary to the 
‘act establishing the Mint and to regulate the coins 
of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, the bill, after be 
ing amended, was laid on the table, with, the un- 
derstanding that it be taken up at the nekt setting 
of the Senate. i 

The bill for the relief of Captain Samuel Warren 
of South Carolina, was read and ordered to a se- 
cond reading. 

After the consideration of Executive business, 

The Senate adjourned over to Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Frinay, January 6, 1837. 
STATE OF MICHIGAN, 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Cemmittee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill to provide for the admis- 
sion of the State of Michigan into the Union, upon 
an equal footing with the original Slates; which 
was read twice, and laid on the table. 


PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. BOON, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported a bill to arrest monopolies in the 
public lands, and to prohibit the sales thereof, ex- 
cept to actual settlers; which was read twice, and 
referred to a Committee of the Who!e on the State 
of the Union. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, made an unfavorable report on 
the petition of Nancy Agnew; which was-la‘d on 
the table. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG, frem the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, made an unfavorable report 
upon the petition of John Davis, son and heir at 
law of John Davis, deceased, a soldier of the re- 
yolution; which was ordered to lie on the table 
and be printed. 

M. GILLET, from the Committees on Com- 
merce, moved to print certain documents in rela- 
tion to the custom-house bill, and the re organiza- 
tion of the Treasury Department. 

After some remarks frota Messrs. ADAMS, 
GILLET, WHITTLESEY of Ohio, SUTHER- 
LAND, PEARCE of Rhode fsland, and G4- 
DEON LEE, the latter gentleman demanded the 
previous question, which was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; on the question being di- 
vided, the document in manuscript only was order- 
ed to be printed. - 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, the 
House then passed to the orders of the day. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a report, in pursuance of an act en- 
titled an act fixing the, compensation of public 
Ministers and Consuls fresiding on the coast of 
Barbary, and for othegfaurposes; whicb, on motion 
of Mr. HOWARD, w4s referred ta the Committee 


on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed; | 


also a communication from the Secretary of State, 
transmitting the names of the clerks employed in 
that department, and the compensation paid to 
each; which, on motion of Mr. HOWARD, was 
ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 
The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the 
PRIVATE ORDERS, 

and took up an engrossed bill for the relief of 
_ Don Louis Rosamond Orillion; which, on motion of 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, was recommitted to a 
Committee of the whole House. 


i 
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i Lg ae f 
: The House then took uan engrossed biil for 


the relief of Robert P. Letcher and Thomas P. 
Moore. “e , 

The bill beg on its third reading, 

Mr. LANE called for the yeas aud nays, but 
they were not ordered. , 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then moved to recommit 
the bill to a Committee of the Whole House. 

‘After afew remarks from Messrs. HUNTSMAN 
and LANE,§ ` . 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina called for 
the yeas and nays on the motion to recommit; 
which were ordered. ; 

After some remarks by Mr. MANN of N. York, 

Mr. ANTHONY demanded the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr, RENCHER moved to lay the bill on the 
table, and upoa that motion called for the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered, aud were—yeas 
35, nays 157. 

So the House refused to lay the bill on the table. 

The question then recurred on the demand for 

. the previous question on the passage of the bill; 
which was seconded by the House—yeas 83, noes 
46. 

Mr. WILLIAMS cf North Carolina, called for 


the yeas and nays on ordering the main question;’ 


which were not ordered, and the main question 
was then ordered to be put. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina, therfcalled 
for the yeas and nays on the main question, which 
was on the passage of thé bill; which were order- 
ed, and were—yeas 125, nays 64, as follows: 

Yi AS—Messrs, Adams, C. Allan, H. Allen, 
Anthony, Ash, Bailey, Barton, Beale, Bean, Beau- 
mont, Beil, Bockee, Borden, Bovee, Boyd, Briggs, 
Brown, Buchanan, Bunch, Buras, Bynum, J. Cal- 
hoon, Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chetwood, J. F. H. 
Claiborne, Clark, Cleveland, Craig, Cramer, Cush- 
ing, Cushman, Darlington, Davis, Dawson, Dou- 
bleday, Efner, Elmore, Fairfield, Fowler, Fry, 
Galbraith, R. Garland, Gillet, Granger, Grant- 
land, Haley, Hamer, Hannegan, Hardin, Harlan, 
S. S, Harrison, A. G Harrison, Haynes, Hender- 
son, Hoar, Holt, Howard, Hubley, Hunt, Hun- 
tington, Huntsman, Ingersoll, Ingham, Wil- 
liam Jackson, Joseph Jobkuson, R. M. Johnson, 
Henry Johnson, Benj. Jones, Kennon, Kilgore, 
Laporte, Lawrence, J. Lee, Leonard, Lewis, Lin- 
coln, A. Mann, J. Mann, Martin, M. Mason, May, 
McKennan, McKeon, McKim, Moore, Morgan, 
Muhlenberg, Page, Patterson, Dutee J. Pearce, 
Pearson, Pettigrew, Phelps, Phillips, Pickens, 
Pinckney, Potts, Reed, Joseph Reynolds, Schenck, 
Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Slade, Sloane, Smith, 
Spangler, Sprague, Storer, Sutherland, Taylor, 
Thomas, John Thomson, Waddy Thompson, Tur- 
ril, Vanderpoe}], Wagener, Washington, Web-~ 
es Weeks, White, T. T. Whittlesey, and Yell. 
—125, R 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashky, Black, Bond, W. B. 
Calhoun, Campbell, Carter, G. Chambers, Chap- 
man, N. H. Ciaiborne, Connor, Corwin, Crane, 
Deberry, Dromgcole, Dunlap, Evans, Everett, 
Forester, French, Fuller, J. Garland, Graham, 


Graves, Griffin, J. Hall, H. Hall, Harper, Hazle- 


tine, Heister, Hopkins, Howell, Jarvis, ©. Johnson, 
Lane, Lawler, Gideon Lee, Love, Loyall, Lyon, 
Sampson Mason, McCarty, McLene, Milligan, 
Montgomery, Owens, Parker, Rencher, Richard- 
son, Robertson, Rogers, Russell, Seymour, W. B. 
Shepard, A. H. Shepperd, Standefer, Steele, Ta- 
‘liaferro, Turner, Underwood, Vinton, Wardwell, 
E. Whittlesey, L. Williams, and S. Williams—64, 

So the bill was passed. 

The House then took up an engrossed bill for 
the relief of Robert Allison, a lieutenant in the 
revolutionary war. 

After a discussion, in which Messrs. CHAM- 
BERS of Pennsylvania, HARDIN, HOWELL, and 
UNDERWOOD participated, 

Oa motion of Mr. CHAMBERS of Pennsylya- 
nia, the bill was postponed till to-morrow. 

The bill for the relief of Jas. Latham was taken 
up, and, on motion of Mr. VINTON, was lad on 
the tabie. ` : 

The joint resolution for the settlement of the 
account of O, H. Dibble, was taken up, and order- 
ed to be engrossed and read a third time to-mor- 

2 row. é 


- The bill for the relief of the legal representa. 
tives of William Anderson was then taken up. 
After some remarks by Messrs, UNDERWOOD, 
SHIELDS, EVERETT, VINTON, PARKER, 
BELL, HUNTSMAN, BRIGGS, and CAVE 
JOHNSON, 
- Mr. CRAIG moved ta postpone the bill until 
Friday next: lost. 
After furtherdebate by Messrs. CRAIG, HOAR, 
WARDWELL, BELL, WILLIAMS cf North 
Carolina, ASHLEY, WHITTLESEY of Ohio, 
WHITE of Florida, THOMPSON of South Caro. 


` lina, SHIELDS, and HARPER, 


Mr UNDERWOOD moved an adjournment, 
but withdrew it at the suggestion of Me. WHIT- 
TLESEY, when f 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com 
munication frorn the gecretary of the Navy, in 
pursuance of a joint resolution of the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the 19th of April 
last, referrisg the papers of the heirs of Robert 
Falton, to that Department; which, on motion of 
Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, was referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

The House then adjourned. 


SATURDAY, January 7, 1837. 
The Senate did not sit to-day. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

The Hon. Mr. Gholson, member elect from the 
State of Mississippi, appeared, was qualified, and 
took his seat. 

Mr. DOUBLEDAY, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, reported a bill granting a pen- 
sion to Eli Eastman; which was read twice, and 
committed. 

Mr. DOUBLEDAY, from the same committee, 
reported the following resolution, which was con- 
curred in: ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be discharged from so much of the petition 
of Elihu Eastman, guardian of Bli Eastman, as 
prays that the name of the said Eli may be restor- 
ed to the roll of revolutionary pensioners, and that 
the same be referred to the Committee on, Revo- 
lutionary Pensions. f 

Mr. BEALE, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Benja- 
min McCuller: read twice, and committed. =~ 

Mr. STORER, from the Committee on BRevolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Andrew Lyman: read twice, ant committed, 
` Mr. STORER, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill for the relicfof Primus Mall, alias 
Trask: read twice and committed. > 

Mr. STORER, under instructions from the 
same committee, made an unfavorable report on 
the petition of John Whitman. 

ir, STORER, moved that the report be re- 
committed to the same committee, with instruc- 
tions to report a bill for the memorialis:’s relief; 
and after some remarks from Messrs. REED, 
STORER, JARVIS, GRANGER, WARDWELI, 
KENCHER, D. J. PEARCE, GIDEON LEE, 
Mr. RENCHER, moved to lay the whole subject 
onthe table. Tost. 

Mr. STORER withdrew his motion to recom. 
mit; and, on motion of Mr. REED, ihe report was 
commilted toa Committee of the Whole House, 

_ Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to 
Robert Brooke: réad twice, and committed, 

Mr. LEA, from the Committee on Reyolutiona- 
ry Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Jeru- 
sha Ripley: read twice, and committed. 

Mr. HARRISON of Pennsylvania, from the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, made an unfavora- 
ble report oa the petition of Thaddeus Hubbard; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BEALE, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported unfaverably on the petition of 
Benjamin Williams fer an increase of pension; 
which was hid on the table. 

Mr. JANES, from the Committee on Revolu- 
ticnary Pensions, made unfavorable reports on the 
petitions of Barnaby Healy, and Richard Allen; 
which were ordered tolie on the table. 

On motion of Mr, JANES, the Committee on 


Revolutionary Pensions was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of John Tay- 
lor, asking for back pay for services in the revo- 
lutionary war, and thé same was referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

__ On motion of Mr. JANES, the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of Hannah 
Wise, praying half pay of capta’n to which her 
husband was entitled; and the same was referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr, MUHLENBERG, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, made an unfavorable report 
on the petition of Jas. D. Woodside, administrator 
of John Woodside; which was laid en the table. 

Mr. LEA of Tennessee, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pens ons, made unfavorable reports 
on the petitions of Carter*B, Chandler and Henri- 
etta Morfitt, severally praying pensions; which 
were ordered to lie on the table. 

FREEDOM OF ELECTIONS, 

Mr. BELL rose and gave notice, thet on Tues- 
day next he should ask leave to introduce a bill to 
provide for the security of the freedom of elec- 
tions. : 

DISTRIBUTION OF TAS PUBLIC LANDS. 

The House then resamed the consideration of 
the following preamble and resclatioas, submitted 
oa the.4th instant by Mr. ©. Arras, as modified: 

Whereas, Congress has heretofore made dona- 
tions of the public lands for the purposes of ia- 
ternal improvement and educatio 
To the State of Ohi 


ed 


1,737,838 acres. 


Ind 1,112,592 
illinois, 1,712,224 
Missouri, 4,181,248 
Mississippi, 733,244 
Alabama, 1,216,450 
Louisiana, 920,053 
Ter. of Michigan, . ` 599,973 
Arkansas, 996,338 
Florida, 947,724 


In the aggregate amounting to 11,057,685 acres, 
And whereas, each of the United States has an 
eqnal right to participate in the benefit of the 
pubiic lands, the common property of the Union; 
and every wise and good American having agreed 
in the opinion that the cause of general reduction 
is indissolubly identified with the cause of general 
liberty: Therefore, to do equal and exact justice 
to all the States; to aid in diffusing among the 
rising generation intelligence enough to compre- 
hend, and spirit enough to defend their rights, 
and thus to elevate the national character, and 
insure the perpetuity of cur free institutions, 

Be it resolved, That a select committee, to con- 
sist of one meriber from each State, be appoint- 
ed, whose duty it shall be to Inquire into the jus- 
tice and expediency of making to each of the thir- 
teen original American States, together with each 
of the States of Maine, Vermont, Kentucky, and 
Ter nessee, such grant: of the public lands for the 

“purposes of education, as will correspond in a just 
proportion with those heretofore made in favor of 
the first named States and Territories, and that 
said committee have leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. Bur, to avoid the objection of. one 
State holding land in another, the committec is 
directed to insert a clause in the bill which they 
may report, providing that the grants to be made 
thereby shall be subject to sale under the laws of 
the General Government now in force, and that 
the proceeds arising therefrom shall be paid over 
to the States entitied to the same. 

Resolved further, That- the said inquiry be ex- 
tended to ail the States. P 

The following amendment was moved by Mr. 
VINTON: 

_* That siid committee be farther instructed to 
inguire into the expediency of inserting a clause 
in said bill to pay said new States the value of the 
improvements made by them on the public lands, 
er to pay to them the amount the public lands 
would have been assessed fur taxes, if they had 
been private.” 

The question pending was the amendment to 
the amendment moved by Mr. CLAIBORNE of 
Mississippi, providing that no grant should inter- 
fere with the land of any actual settler. 


-in opposition to the resolution. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. LANE was entitled to thë Aoor- 

Mr.C. ALLAN said he wished to modify the 
preamble, by substituting the word “ grant” for 
“donation,” and gave notice that he would do so 
when he could obtain the floor, ` 

Mr. LANE addressed the House at some length 
The resolution 
(Mr. L. said) proceeded upon the supposition that 
nine of the new States, together with one ‘ferrito- 
ty, had received upwards of eleven millions of 
acres of the public lands as a donation. This pro- 
position was either true or it was untrue. If it 
was truc, he contended it was unequal and unjust, 
so far as it regarded the new States. If it was not 
true, it was an insult offered to those nine States, 
and the suffering and bleeding Territory of Fiorida, 
as well as the members who represent those States 
on this floor. The resolution proposed to give a 
certain portion of the public lands to the seven- 
teen old States; and this was unjust, because, by 
this proposition, the land was to be meted out to 
the cld States, according to their population at 
the present time; and, when the new States had 
received their portion, they did not number one- 
third their present population. According to this 
appcrtionment, Maryland, with a population. of 
only kalfa million, would receive more of thes 
lands than Iadiana, with eight hundred thousand 
citizens, and more than Ohio, with a million and 
a half And Kentucky, with a much smaller popu- 
lation, would receive more than Indiana or Ohio. It 
would be unjust to carry this resolution into effect, 
because the lands granted to the new States 
were not only received when the population of 
the States was smali, but when the lands were 
an unbroken wilderness; when there were no 
roads, no mills, no meeting-houses, no sckool- 
houses; aud were only inhabited by wild beasts, 
and the roving savages. But now, when all the 
comforts of Hie were to be found in the vicinity of 
those lands, the old States were to come in for a 
portion of them, equal to those granted to the new 
States. Who raised the value of those lands? those 
who remained at home in ease, comfort, and lugu- 
ry, or those hardy picneers who went inte the 
wilderness, subdued the savage, and made it smile 
and blossom as the rose? The old States by this 
resolution were to come in for a share of these lands 
when they were not only easy of access, het when 
their value was raised by the enterprise and in- 
dustry of the citizens of the new States, This 
Mr. L. considered unjust. 

Was il true, or was it untrue, that these lands 
were given to the new States as a donation? He 
always understood that a donat:om was a gift, and 
not founded upon any considerations but those of 
kindred or affection. Every thing which was 
founded upon contracts, however trifling the con- 
sideration, was a valuable consideraticn, and was 
equally bisding on the parties, regardless of the 
amount of the consideration: then was the propo- 
sition true that the new States received these 
lands as a donation? He proceeded, then, to show 
that they had not received an acre of Jand, except 
by a contract founded upon a bona fide considera- 
tion, and read extracts from the ordivance admit 
ting Ohio &c. into the Union, in support of his posi 
tion, Mr. L. saidthat by this ordinance it would 
be seen that the lands had been received by the 
new States on the condition that they would not 
tax the public lands while belonging to the Go- 
vernment, and for five years after their sale; and 
that the Government should retain the salt springs, 
and all minerals found thereon. 

The remarks of Mr, LANE were arrested by a 
call by Mr. WHITTLESEY for the orders of the 
day. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting the report of the Second Auditor, showing 
the contingent expenses of the military establish- 
Ment of the United States for the year 1836; 
which, on motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Obio, 
was ordered to He on the table and be printed. 

Mr. THOMPSON cf South Carolina asked leave 
of the House to submit the follawing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Militia be 
directed to inquire into the expediercy of causing 
to be published, at the expense of the United States, 
an edition of the work on tactics, &c, of General 


a: 
vs 


77 


Macomb and Major Cooper, sufficient to ‘st : 
each commissioned officer in the militia of the 
United States with a copy. copy 
Resolved, That the Committee on: Military AF- ` 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency ` ` 
of causing an examination to be made by a boardi’ 
of officers of rank and experience of the improves” 


ments in fire arms by Cochran, Hall, Colt, ‘a°d 


Baron Hacket, exhibitiog in tabular statements ` 
the advantages of each in all important military 
points of view, and especially as to 

1. Celerity of fire. ; 

2. Efficiency of fire. 

3. Extent of the recoil. i 

4. Inconvenience from heated barrel in rapid 
firing. : ; : 

5. Cheapness and simplicity of construction. 

6. Durability. Ge ES 

7, Saving of ammunition and appendages. 

8. The number of charges which may be car.’ 
ried by an infantry soldier, © 

9. Advantages when used against a charge of 
cavalry. i 

10. Advantages when used byjeavalry, 

Objection being made, ` f 

Mr. THOMPSON moved a suspension of the 
rules for the purpose of submitting said resolution; 
which motion was disagreed to. ; 

STATE OF MICHIGAN.. Tea 

Mr. THOMAS asked the general consent of the” 
House to take up the bill from the Senate, then 
lying on the Speaker's table, entitled “tAn act to- 
provide for the admission of the State of Michi- 
gan into the Unien, upon an equal footing with 
the original States.” Objection being made, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved a suspension of 
the rules for the purpose, which was agreed to— 
ayes 119, noes 2. ; 

The bill was then read a firstand second time. 

Mr. ‘THOMAS said he was instructed by.the 
Committee on the Judiciary to move that the fur- 
ther consideration of this bill be postponed until. 
Tuesday next, that it be made the special order 
for that day, and each succeeding day thereafter, _ 
Fridays and Saturdays excepted, from and after’ - 
the hour of one o’clock, until disposed of... ache 

Mr. T. remarked that it was proper he should: 
take that occasion to say, that in the Judiciary. 
Committee, as was doubtless the case in that 
House, there was a wide difference of opinion as. .. 
to the mode of action the House itself should 
adopt, in disposing of this bill when it should . 
come up for consideration, Mr. T. was. abcut 
proceeding, when : 

‘rhe CHAIR interposed, and reminded the gen- 
tleman that the motion was not debateable. 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved that the bill be.com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and be made the special orcer 
of the day for Tuesday next. 

The CHAIR remarked that the motion to post- 
pone took precedence. . , 

Mr. JARVIS inquired whether, if the bill should 
be committed, it would be competent for.a bare 
majority of the House to take it tp and consider 
it? : ; 
The CHAIR replied that it would be competent. 
for the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, when in committee, to take it up; and it 
would be competent for a majority of the House 
to go into Committee of the Whole upon this 
when all the other orders on the Speaker’s table 
had been disposed of. 

Mr. HARDIN wished to make asingle remark. 
The bill involved an appropriation, inasmuch as it 
provided that Michigan should receive her portion 
of the surplus money. Now, whether the bill 
should be considered by the House as embracing 
an appropriation or not, Mr. H. considered it vir- ; 
tually— - 

The CHAIR said he was compelled to arrest de- 
bate. The motion to make the bill the special 
order, thereby giving it precedence over all other 
business, being one of priority, could not, under 
the rules, be debated. He edded that it would 
require a vote of two-thirds to carry. the motion. 

Mr. ADAMS expressed a hope that that motion 
would prevail. : ; 

The question being taken, was lost. Ayes 99, 


$ Nays 71, not two thirds, 


The motion of Mr. ROBERTSON, to commit, 
then recurring :-— ; 

Mr. THOMAS rose and said it was his original 
purpose, ‘as it was then -his wish, not to interpose 
between the business of the House, and he there- 
fore moved to postpone the further consideration 
of this bill until Tuesday next. 

This motion took precedence of the other. 

Mr. ROBERTSON said he would state in a few 
words the grounds upon which he had made 
the motion io commit. It was not with a view to 
produce a protracted debate, but because it ap- 
peared to him that a bill of such magnitude as 
this, providing for the admission of a State into 
the Union, demanded such a commitment if any 
bill ever did. If bills of this character were not 
to be committed toa Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, he could imagine no bill 
deserving to be committed to that committee. 

But there was an additional reason, The 
bill, though not in direct terms, did, in sub- 
stance, contain a provision for an appros 
priation of public money, for it placed the 
State of Michigan, in regard to the dis- 
tribution of the fsurplus treasure, upon the 
same footing with the other States. What was the 
effect of that provision? The right to receive a 
large portion of the public money, with the possi- 
bility that not one dollar of it would ever be de- 
manded back again; thercby, in effect, contem- 
plating a final: disposition of ite -Upon that 
ground, he moved that the bill be committed to 
a.Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to—ayes 
95, noes not counted. 

The CHAIR, in reply to a question from a 
member, said that when the bill came up on Tues- 
day, it would be open to all the other motions 
made that day. ~ 
The House then passed to the 


PRIVATE ORDERS. 

The joint resolution providing for the settlement 
of the account of Orange H. Dibble, was read a 
third time and passed. 

The House then took up the bill for the relief 
of the representatives of William Anderson. 

The debate was continued by Messrs. SHIELDS, 
EVERETT, and WARD, when 

Mr. HOWELL called for the yeas and nays on 
ordering the bill to be ergrossed; which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 52, nays 96. So the bill 
was rejected. 

The House then took up the bill for the relief 
of Henry Lee, when, 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monnar, January 9, 1837. 

The CHAIR presented the credentials of the 
honorable Samuri Prentiss, re-elected by the 
Legislature of the State of Vermont a Senator 
from that State, to serve for six years from the 
fourth of March next; which were read. 


Mr. CALHOUN presented the credentials of 
the honorable WrrLrras C. Presvon, re-elected by 
the Legislature of the State of South Carolina a 
Senator from that State, to serve for six years from 
the 4th March next; which were read. 

The CHAIR presented a communication from 
the State Department, transmitting a list of teh 
clerks employed in that depattment, with the 
compensation paid to each. 

The CHAIR also presented a communication 
from the War Department, transmitting a report 
from the Second Auditor, showing the expendi- 
tures of the contingent fund of the military estab- 
lishment, made in compliance with the provisions 
of the fifth section of the act of March, 1809, | 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the petition of 
George Frazier; which was referred to the Com! 
mittee on Commerce. if 

Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition of 
Nathaniel Perry; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of Luigi 


1 Persico, relative to models for statuary; which 
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was referred to the Committee on Fiance. i 
Mr. KNIGHT presented the petition of sundry 
merchants of Newport, Rhede Island, praying for 
an appropriation for placing buoys in the harbor 
of that port: referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, ` ; i 


Mr. NICHOLAS presented the petition of sun- 


dry merchants of the city of New Orleans, praying 
for the extension of their port: referred to the 
same committee. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of a 
number of the citizens of Pennsylvania, asking for 
an appropriation for the purpose of making the 
Alleghany river navigable from Pittsburg, in 
Pennsylvania, to , in New York: referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BUCHANAN also presented the petition of 
the Chamber of Commerce of the city of Philadel- 
phia, praying for the extension of the time: for the 
production of certificates on articles entitled to 
drawback, and transported coastwise: referred to 
the same committee. : 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, the petition and pa- 
pers of Captain Werrington, on the files of the 
last session, were again referred to the Committee 
on Nava! Affairs. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of 
sundry citizens residing on the river Hudson, pray- 
ing that an appropridtion may be made for improv- 
ing the channel of said river, and for placing buoys 
on the shoals of the same: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the petition and 
papers of Mary Perkins and others, and of George 
Jay and Thomas P. Oliver, on the files of the last 
session, were again referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

The CHAIR communicated the memorial of the 
Legislature of the State of Tennessee, praying 
compensation for certain volunteers who served in 
the late Indian war; and 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, it was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The following resolutions were offered, to lie on 
the table one day: i 

By Mr. KING of Alabama, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of amend- 
ing an act to regulate the collection of duties on 
imports and tonnage, passed the 3d of March, 1833, 
so as to insure a verification of the invoice of goods 
subject to an ad valorem duty. : 

By Mr, TALLMADGE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of legis- 
lating on the subject of pilots on the sea coast, with 
power to report by bill or otherwise. 

By Mr. MORRIS, : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals inquire into the expediency of making an ap- 
propriation for the construction of a bridge over 
the Ohio river, from the point where the Cumber- 
land road intersects the river opposite the city of 
Wheeling, in the State of Virginia. 

By Mr. LINN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making an appropriation for holding a treaty with 
the Chippewa Indians, in Wisconsin Territory, for 
the purchase of their lands. 

By Mr. EWING of Hhinois: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 

instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for the creation of ports of entry at 
the towns of Alton and Chicago, in the State of 
Hlinois. 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a marine hospital at Caledonia, in the 
State of Illinois. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which had been referred the petition 
of the marshal of the southern district of New 
York, praying for an appropriation for the erec- 
tion vf a suitable building for the accommodation 
of the United States courts, in the city of New 
York; and also a petition from sundry citizens of 
Philadelphia, praying for an appropriation for the 


erection of a court-hoase and penitentiary at that 
city; made reports thereon, accompanied by reso- 
lutions that the prayers of the petitioners are un- 
reasonable, and ought not to be granted, 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which had been referred the bill to ex 
tend the time for issuing scrip on United States 
military land warrants, reported the same with 
amendments. ; 

Also, reported with amendments the bill to au- 
thorize the relinqishment of the 16th sections of 
land granted for the use of schools, and the location 
of other lands in lieu thereof. 

Also, reported the bill from the House for the 
relief of Norman Holt, without amendment; and, 

On the petition of sundry citizens of Mississippi 
in favor of Andrew Knox, reported a bill to au- 
thorize that individual to enter a certain tract of 
land; which was read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, to which had’been referred 
the petitions of Benjamin Harrison, and of the 
heirs of Lieutenant Colonel Uriah Forrest, de- 
ceased, made unfavorable reports thereon; and 
the Committee was discharged from the further 
consideration thereof. 

On motion of Mr. BROWN, the Committee 
Revolutionary Claims was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petitions of the hell's 
of Joseph Blackwell and the heirs of Jacob Hall- 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which had been referred the bill for the 
relief of John McCarty, reported the same with- 
out amendment. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which had been referred the bill to inə 
crease the Army of the United States, reported 
the same without amendment. 

On motion of Mr. MORRIS, the Committee on 
the Judiciary was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of John J. Rese. ; 

Mr HUBBARD, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to which had been referred the 
bill for the relief of Benjamin J. Porter, reported 
the same without amendment, 

Mr. RUGGLES, from the Select Committee 
appointed to consider and report what measures 
shall be adopted to supply the toss occasioned by ` 
the late destruction by fire of the models in the 
Patent Office, made a detailed report on the sub- 
ject, accompanied by a bill, in addition to the act 
of the last session, entitled an act to promote the 
progress of the useful arts. The bill was read ard 
ordered to asecond reading; and 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, 

Ordered, That two thousand extra copies of the 
report be printed for the use of the Senate. i 

Mr. SEVIER, on leave, introduced a bill author- 
izing certain internal improvements in Floride; 
which was twice read and referred. ` 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, gave notice that he 
would to-morrow ask leave to bring in a bill to 
permit George Whitman, of Alabama, to import 
an iron steamboat in detached parts. 

The following bills were severally read. the third 
time and passed: 

The bill sapplementary to the act establishing 
the Mint, ani regulating the coins of the United 
States. 

The bill for the reliefof Colonel Samuel War- 
ren, of South Carolina. 

The bill for the relief of Rebert P. Letcher and 
Thomas P. Moore. 


The Senate then took up the resolution submit- 
ted by Mr. EWING of Ohio, to rescind the Treasu- 
ry order, designating the funds which shall be re- 
oeived in payment at the United States land offices; 
an 


Mr. STRANGE, who. had the floor, addressed 
the Senate in a speech of some length in opposi- 
tion to the resolution. > 

Mr. WEBSTER made a few remarks in reply; 
after which, j 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, 

The Senate went into the consideration of Ex. 
ecutive business; and, after spending some time 
therein, - 

Adjourned, _ 


o ther. 


“ whelming majority, given a decision in advance 


(> charged with a similar p 


: greatest respectability, that it ought to be received, 


-tion was irom respectable citizens of Massachusetts, 
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Moxnay, January,9, 1837. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Petitions und memorials were presented by 
Messrs. EVANS and JARVIS of Maine, 

Messrs. JACKSON, BORDEN, and ADAMS, 
of Massachusetts. ; 

FOREIGN AUTHORS. : 

Mr. ADAMS inquired if there was any member 
of the House who was charged with a petition 
from the * Authors of Great Britain.” The rea 
son why he had made the inquiry was, that he had 
received a letter from a very respectable person, ` 
Miss Harriet Martineau, accompanied by a printed 
address and petition of certain authors of Great 
Britain, to the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America. He thought 
it probable that seme other gentleman might be 
ition—the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Mcans, perhaps— 
with the request to present it tothe House. If 
so, he would net present the petition he had re- 
ceived, as he was not directly requested to pre- 
sent it to the House. ` 

tir., CAMBRELENG said as the gentleman from 
Massachusetts had referred te him, it was, perhaps, 
proper for Mr. C. to state that he had received no 
such petition, and none such was, or had been, in 
-his possession. 

Mr. ADAMS then observed tbat he should not ` 
present the petition to-day, but he should take oc- 
casion to do so on some other petition day, next 
Monday perhaps. 

a ABOLITION CF SLAVERY IND C. 

Mr, ADAMS presented a petition from one 
hundred end fifty women, wives and daughters of 
his immediate constituents, praying for the aboli- 
tion of slavery in the District of Columbia, 

Mr. GLASCOCK objected to the reception of 
this petition. 

Me. ADAMS did not expect that any objection 
would have bee: mace to the reception of this pe- 
tion, The petiion was entirely respectful ia 
terms, and came from women, mothers and daugh- 
ters of his immediate constituents. At the last ses- 
sion of Congress, after mach d bate, it was decid- 
ed that petitions of this kind should be received, 
but provision was made for disposing of them af- 
terwards; and tbat precedent went so far as to 
insure the reception of those petitions. It ap- 
peared to him that the decision of the House 
at the last session went quite far eneagh to 
suppress the righi of petition of the citizens of this 
country, aud quite far enough to suppress the free- 
dom of speech; hut this motion went one step fur- 
It went to settle the principle that petitions 


upon. a, subject as interesting 
as any other should not even be received; and that, 
too, directly in the fece of the constitution itself, 
He hop:d the people of this country would not 
tamely submit to the injustice and wrong which 
would be inflicted upon snem by their immediate 
representatives, in deciding that their petitions 
should not be received, He lamented deeply that 
the freedoni of the press and the freedom of 
speech on this subject had been viclently assailed 
for the last twelve months. He lamented deeply 
the decision ard determination of the House at the 
last session, so far as it wert; but this motion went 
one step further; and he hoped i would not be sanc- 
tioned by the House, It was always in the power of 
the House to reject the prayer of a petition; and 
the House bad at the last session, by an over- 


of the disposition to be made of petitions of this 
kind, and it was now ready, too ready, to raise its 
voice against these petitions, and reject the prayer 
of them. He considered that, from the fact that 
this petition came from women, wives, mothers, and 
dsughters of his constituents, persons of the 


and treated with respect. He put the case to 
gentlemen: suppese the petitions to be from 
their own mothers, would they treatit with contem, t 
or disrespect? He trusted not. Then as this peti- 


and addressed to the House in respectful language, 
be hoped it would be received. He did not con- 
sider that the House had. any thing to fear from 
this petition of females, certuinly not insurrection |} 


to the whole nation | 


and blocd and slaughter. He hoped, therefore, 
that the objection would be withdrawn, and that 
the panic which had been gotten up would not 
deter gentlemen from doing justice in regard to 
these petitions, z 

Mr. GLASCOCK remarked that it was well 


known what position he occupied before that. 


House and the country, on this subject,-at the last 
session of Congress; and if he were, on the pre- 
sent occasion, to accede to the proposition of re- 
ceiving a petition of this character, it would be 
construed into an abandonment of the principles 
he then assumed. No man bad, cr could have, a 
higher regard for petitions emanating from such 
a quarter, if upon proper subjects, than himself; 
but it wes time, from the course and scenes acted 
at the last session, that-those who believed they 
possessed the right not to receive those petitions 
sbculd have the privilege which they conceived 
secured to them by the rules of the House. and the 
constitution of the United States, to have their 
votes recorded against petitions of this character. 
This opportunity had been denied at the last 
session. 

If this were a new subject, asubject upon. which 
the information of this House had not been already 
sought, and upon which the opinions of that 
House had not been obtained, emanating from 
daughters and mothers, be would respond to it as 
fee lingly, and receive their petition as freely, as the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, or any other gen- 
tleman, and vote also to lay it on the table without 
reading, or, as the gentleman himself said on a 
former occasion, send it to sleep in the tomb of 
the Capulets. It was true that this petition ema- 
nated from females; but Mr, G. must be permitted 
to remark, that he had great doubts whether all 
these petitions were not got up for effect of some 
kind or other, and that an improper influence had 
been exercised over them by mischievous and de- 
signing men. The gentleman had appealed to 
those who had mothers and daughters to pay some 
1egard to this petition, and went on to contend 
that to reject it would be to treat them with disre- 
spect. 

Now, if Mr, G. had been situated as that vene- 
reble gentleman was, had witnessed the many 
votes taken upon questions of this kind, and had 
seen and witnessed the excitement it-always pro- 
duced, his language to his mother and daughter 
would have been of a different character. He 
would have tokl them something to this effect: 
Your prayers, though they may be just according to 
the views of those who surround you, and in your 
immediate section of the country, yet it is impos- 
sible thev can be heard at this time; and as the sub- 
ject is one calculated to renew a great excitement 
in the country, which it is desirable should be al- 
layed, let me, asa son, advise you, at least, to 
withheld them. Now, did the gentleman from 
Massachusetts presume that those from the 
south ought to have less sympathy for these 
who were more delicately situated, upon the 


question he took upon himself to advocate, 
than the mothers and daughters who had 


signed that petition? Need he tell the gentleman 
that they of the south had mothers and daughters? 
Need he appeal to the mothers and daughters of 
the north that, if they would spare many a bitter 
pang, and many an anxious feeling, they would 
withhold these petitions? He would beseech 
them to doso. This isthe kind of languege he would 
hold out, not only to the mothers and daughters of 
the east, but to every person in this country. 
Why should these memorials be introduced here, 
when no possible good could result, and much evil 
was tobe apprehended? This was a brief reply 
to the appeal to him by the gentleman from Mas> 
sachuseits. g 

The gentleman had further thought proper to 
advise Mr. G. for the honor of his character as a 
msn and a citizen, to withdraw his objection to the 
reception ofthe petition. Were Mr. G. to with- 
draw it, he would prove recreant to his own feef- 
ings, and to the knewn will of the thousands who 
had sent him there. “It wasa position he had as- 
sumed last session, a position which had -received 
the almost unanimous approbation of his constitu- 
ents, and God forbid that he should be found, at 


this time, abandoning it. But he appealed to: th - 
genticman himself that, if he wished to allay ex- 
citement, and not produce further agitation in that 
House, and throughout the country, to present no: 
such petitions here. There was no necessity. fos, : 
| it, when no good could possibly. result, ees 


Mr. G. repeated that his sole object. was to ne 
have an opportunity ef recording upon the. © 


journals the votes of those opposed to the- res 
ceptien of these petitions. It was far from his 
wish to be the means of producing any embarrass. 
ment, or throwing any confusion into the House, 
but that the simpie question of reception should at 
once be taken. ‘ 

Mr. G. then went on to: show, from: Jefferson’s 
Manual, that the preliminary question of recep~ 
tion must first be put to tie House before the pe | 
tition could be considered in its possession, and; 
ergo that Mr. Jefferson had contemplated the 
question of non-reception, [Want of time pre- 
cludes our writing out Mr. G’s argument at length; 
it will be furnished hereafter. ] 

Mr. PARKS said that, believing discussion upon 
this subject had riever been productive of good, and 
could not be, but might be productive of harm, he. 
therefore moved that the petition itself, and the 
objection to its reception, be severally laid on the 
table. . ; x 

The CHAIR said it would be in order to move 
to lay the question of reception on the table, but 
not to include the petition. That' motion pre-. - 
vailing, would suspend the motion on the’ petition. , 
itself; and it wou'd remain in the possession of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts. 

ivr, GLASCOCK appealed from this decision; 
but the Cuan havingystated the grounds of it, and 
referred to the rules bearing upon the point, Mr. 
G. withdrew his objection. 

Mr. REED asked for the yeas and nays on the 
motion to lay on the table, which were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and decided. in 
the affirmative—yeas 130, nays 60, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ashley, Barton, Beale, Bean, 
Bell, Black, Bockee, Boon, Bovee, Boyd, Bu- 
chanan, Bunch, Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Carr, 
Carter, Casey, J. Chambers, Chaney, Chapin, J. F. 
H. Claiborne, Cleaveland, Coles, Craig, Cramer, 
Cushman, Davis, Deberry, Doubleday, Drom-. 
goole, Efner, Fairfield, Farlin, Forester, French, 
Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, J. Garland, Gholson, Gillet, 
Grantland, Graves, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hamer, 
Hannegan, Iarsin, Harlan, Albert G. Harrison, 
Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Howell, Hub- 
ley, Abel Huntington, Adam Huntsman, Leonard 

| Jarvis, Daniel Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, C. Johnson, 
-B. Jones,, Kennnon, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, 
Lawler, Gideon Lee, Thomas Lee, Luke Lea, - 
Leonard, Lewis, Loyal], Lucas, Abijah Mann, Job 
Mann, Martin, William Mason, Mcses Mason, Mau- 
ry, May, McKay, McKeon, McKim, McLene, Mer- 
cern Miller, Montyomery, Moore, Morgan, Muh- 
lenberg, Owens, Page, Parks, Patterson, Patton, 
Franklin Pierce, Dutee J. Pearce, Pettigrew, 
Phelps, Pinckney, Rencher, John Reynolds, Joseph 
Reynolds, Richardson, Robertson, Seymour, “A. 
H. Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Taliaferro, 
i! Taylor, Thomas, John Thomson, Toucey, Turrill, 
Underwood, Yanderpvuel, Wagener, Washington, 
Webster, Weeks, White, thomas T. Whittlesey, 
Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, and Yell—130. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Antho- 
py, Bailey, Bond, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, 
Brown, Jobn Calhoon, Wm. B: Calhoun, Camp- 
bell, George Chambers, Chetwood, Childs; N. H. 
Claiborne, Clark, Connor, Corwin, Crane, Cush-. 
ing, Darlington, Dawson, Denny, Elmore, Evans, 
Everett, Glascock, Graham, Granger, Grayson, 
Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hard, Harper, Hazeltine, 
Joseph Henderson, William Heister, Saml Hoar, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Ingham, Wm. Jackson, Janes, 
Henry Johnsen, Lawrence, Lincoln, Love, Me- 
Carty, McKennan, Miligan, Parker, Pearson, Phil- 
lips, Pickens, Potts, Reed, Russell, Schenck, W. 
P. Shepard, Slade, Sloane, Sprague, Standefer, 
Steele, Storer, Waddy Thompson, Wardwell, Eli.- 


i| sha Whittlesey, and Young—60. A 

So the preliminary question of reception was 
laid on tne table. 

Mr. Caaprix, when his name was called, rose 
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Jarvis, Jenifer, Richard M. Johnson, C. Johnson,, 
H. Johnson, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing,, 
Laporte, Lawier, G. Lee. T Lee, L. Lea, Leo- 
nard, Loyall, Lucas, J. Mann, Martin, M. Mason, 
Maury, May, McComas, McKay, McKeon, McKin, - 
MclLene, Mercer, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, 
Morgan, Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, Parks, Patter- 
‘son, Patton F. Pierce, Pettigrew, ‘Peyton, Phelps, 
Pickens, Pinckney, Rencher, John Reynolds, 
‘Joseph Reynolds, Richardson, Robertson, Rogers, 


` Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana moved. a call of 
the House: lost. ie i i 
The question was then taken, and decided in 
the affirmative—yens 137, nays 75, as follows: 
YEAS —Messrs, Adams, Heman Allen, Anthony, 
Bailey, Beale, Bean, Bockee, Bond, Boon, Borden, 
Bovee, Boyd, Briggs, Brown, Buchanan, Burns, 
William B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, Carr, Carter, 
Casey, George Chambers, Chaney, Chapin, Chet- 


wood, Childs, Clark, Cleveland, Corwin, Cramer, 


and inquired of the Speaker what would beeome 
of the petition, in case the motion'to lay the ques- 
tion of the reception of the petition on the table, 
prevailed. - ; . 

The: Cuarn answered: The petition would be 
| arrested in the hands of the gentleman offering it, - 
' subject to the order of the House. . . 

Mr. Prncxwer, when his name was called, rose - 

and asked leave to ‘make. a brief explanation of 
the vote he designed to give; but it was ruled to be 


out of order. 

Mr. -ADAMS then rose and said, that as he un- 
derstood, by thedecision of the Speaker, the pe- 
tition itself was not laid on the table, but only the 
motion to receive it, in order to save the time of 
the House, he gave notice that he should call up 
the motion for decision, every day as long as he 
should be permitted todo so by the House. He 
felt himselfimpelled to this course, because he 
should not have performed his duty to his constitu- 
ents so long as that petition was not received, and 
so long as the House hed not decided they would 
not receive it, Mr. A. was proceeding further, 
when 

Mr. PINCKNEY rose toa question of order. 

The CHAIR decided that -under the rules, the 
notice of motion could net be debated. 

“Mr. ADAMS reiterated his notice, and declared 
his intention to renew it, from day to day, until it 
was decided. . 

Mr. A. then presented another memorial signed 
by 228 women of South Weymouth, the wives and 
daughters, he said, of his immediate constituents, 
praying for the abolition of slavery and the slave 
trade in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. A. said, as a part of his speech he should 
read the memorial itself, which was very short, 
and would not consume much time. He was 
proceeding therein, when 

Mr. PINCKNEY inquired if the doing so was 
in order? 

The CHAIR said the gentleman had a right, un- 
der the rule, to make a brief statement of its con- 
tents, but nothing more, It was not for the Chair 
to decide whether the gentleman should make the 
statement in his own language or in that of the 
paper itself. 

Mr. ADAMS said he read it as a part of his 
speech, and was proceeding again to do so, when 

Mr. CHAMBERS of Kentucky renewed the 
point of order made by Mr. Punckxey. 

The CHAIR then decided that as the 45th rule 
declared that a member presenting a petition 
should confine himself to a brief verbal statement of 
its contents, and as the /ex parliamentaria, as given 
in Jefferson’s Manual, laid it down that no mem- 
ber could read any paper to the House without 
leave, not even his own speech, therefore, as the 
question had been raised, he decided that the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts could not insist upon 
reading this memorial. 

Mr. ADAMS appealed from that decision; and 
after some remarks in support of it from Mr, PAT- 
TON and Mr. CHAMBERS, of Ky. and against it 
by Mr. BRIGGS and Mr. HARPER, 

Mr. ADAMS withdrew his appeal. 

The CHAIR: Therefore the decision of the 
Chair is acquiesced in. 

Mr. GLASCOCK then objected to the reception 
of the petition, 

After some remarks from Mr. DAWSON, depre- 
cating any excitement on the subject, and con- 

damning ïn strong terms the conduct of the fana- 
tics in agitating it, 

Mr. BOON moved te lay the preliminary ques- 
tion on the reception of the petition on the table. 

After some confusion, Mr. B. withdrew that 
motion at the request of 

Mr. A. MANN, who said that wishing te save 

‘the time of the House, and the nation, he de- 
manded the previous question. 

In reply to the inquiry of Mr. Grasccex, 

\ "Phe SPEAKER said the main question would 
be, “Shall this petition be received?” 
Mr. GLASCOCK. Thatis all we want. 

The previous question was seconded—ayes 114, 
noes not counted, and the main question ordered 
to be put without a count. 

Mr. CHAPIN called for the yeas and. nays on 
the main question, which were ordered. 


Hy 


Crane, Cushing, Cushman, Darlington, Denny, 
Doubleday, Evans, Everett, Fairfield, Farlin, 
Fowler, French, Fry, Faller, Galbraith, Gillet, 
Granger, Grantland, Grennell, Haley, Joseph 
Hall, Hiland Hall, Hamer, Hard, Hardin, Harper, 
5. S. Harrison, Haynes, Hazeltine, Henderson, 
Heister, Hoar, Ho!t, Howell, Hubley, Hunt, Hun- 
tington, Ingersoll, Ingham, Janes, Jarvis, Cave 
Johnson, B. Jones, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, 
Lansing, Laporte, Lawrence, Gideon Lee, Thomas 
Lee, Leonard, Lincoln, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, 
Moses Mason, Sampson Mason, McCarty, McCo- 
mas, McKay, McKennan, McKeon, Milligan, Mont- 
gomery, Moore, Morgan, Muhlenberg, Owens, 
Page, Parker, Parks, Patterson, Franklin Pierce, 
Dutee J. Pearce, Pearson, Phelps, Philligs, Potts, 
Reed, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Russell, 
Schenck, Seymour, Shinn, Sickles, Slade, Sloane, 
Smith, Sprague, Storer, Sutherland, Taylor, John 
Thomson, Toucey,*Turrill, Vanderpoel, Vinton, 
Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Webster, Weeks, 
Elisha Whittlesey, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Sherrod 
Williams, and Young—137. 

NAYS8-—Messrs. Ash, Ashley, Barton, Bell, 
Black, Bouldin, Bunch, Bynum, John Calhoon, 
Campbell, John Chambers, Chapman, Nathaniel 
H. Claiborne, John F. H. Claiborne, Coles, Con- 
nor, Craig, Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dromgoole, 
Dunlap, Elmore, Forester, James Garland, Rice 
Garland, Gholson, Glascock, Graham, Graves, 
Grayson, Griffin, Hannegan, Harlan, Albert G 
Harrison, Hopkins, Howard, Huntsman, J enifer, R 
M. Johnson, H. Johnson, Lawler, L. Lea, Lewis, 
Loyall, Lucas, Martin, Maury, May, McKim, Mc- 
Lene, Mercer, Miller, Patton, Pettigrew, Peyton, 
Pickens,’ inckney, Rencher, Richardsov, Robertson, 
Rogers, William B. Shepard, Augustine H. Shep- 
perd, Shields, Standefer, Steele, Taliaferro, 
Thomas, Waddy Thompson, Underwood, Wash- 
ington, White, Lewis Williams, and Yell—75. 

So the House determined that the petition should 
be received. 

Mr. HAYNES then moved to lay it on the 
table. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to refer it to the Committee 
forthe District of Columbia. 

“fhe former motion taking precedence, Mr. 
ADAMS asked for the yeas and nays thereon, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. PINCKNEY inquired ifthe motion was sus- 
ceptible of amendment. 

The CHAIR replied in the negative. 


Mr. PINCKNEY asked the gentleman from 
Georgia to withdraw the motion in order to enable 
Mr. P. to make a more comprehensive one. He 
explained his object to be to move a resolution 
that ‘not only this memorial, but all others of a simi- 
lar character should be also laid un the table. 

Mr. HAYNES inquired if his own motion would 


so, he would cheerfully assent to it, 
The CHAIR replied that it was not. 


The motion to lay on the table was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 151, nays 50, as follows: 


YEAS-——Messrs. Anthony, Ash, Barton, Bean, 
Bell, Black, Bockee, Boon, Bovee, Boyd, Brown, 
Buchanan, Bunch, Burns, Bynum, John Cathoon. 
Cambreleng, Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey, G, 
Chambers, John Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, 
Chapin, Chetwood, Nath. H. Claiborne, John F. 
H. Claiborne, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, 
Cramer, Cushman, Davis, Deberry, Doubleday, 
Dromgoole, Dunlap, Efner, Elmore, Fairfield, 
Farlin, Forester, Fowler, Frencit, Fry, Faller, 
Galbraith, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gilet, 
Gho'son, Graham, Grantland, Graves, Grayson, 
Griffin, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, Harlan, 
Albert G. Harrison, Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, How- 
ard, Howell, Hubley, Huntington, Huntsman, 


be susceptible of such a modification, because, if 


Schenck, Seymour, W. B. Shepard, A. H. Shep- 


perd, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Smith, Standefer, 


Steel, Sutherland, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, J. 


Thomson, Toucey, Turrill, Underwood, Vander- 


poel, Wagener, Washington, Webster, Weeks, 


White, f. T. Whittlesey, L. Williams, S. Williams, 


Yell, and Young—15i. 

NaYS—Messrs, Adams, Heman Allen, Bailey, 
Beale, Bond, Borden, Briggs, William B. Calhoun, 
Childs, Corwin, Crane, Cushing, Darlington, 
Denny, Evans, Everett, Granger, Haley, Hiland 
Hall, Hardin, Harper, S. S. Harrison, Hazeltine, 
Henderson, Hiester, Hoar, Hunt, Ingersoll, Ing- 
ham, Janes, Lawrence, Lincoln, S. Mason, 
McCarty, McKennan, Milligan, Parker, D. J. 
Pearce, Pearson, Phillips, Potts, Reed, Russell, 
Slade, Sloan, Sprague, Storer, Vinton, Wardwell, 
and E. Whittlesey—50 

So the petition’ was leid on the table. ; 

[Mr. DAWSON, on his name being called, 
rose in his place and declined to vote.] 

Mr. ADAMS then presented another memorial 
of the same character, from a number of individu- 


als in his own district. 


Mr, LAWLER objected to its reception. 

On this preliminary question Mr. UNDER- 
WOOD and Mr. BYNUM addres ed the House at 
some length; before the latter gentleman had con- 
cluded, he gave way to Mr, TAYLOR, on whose 
motion - 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Turspax, January 10, 1837. 
The following message was received from the 
President of the United States, by Mr. AnpRew 
Jackson, jr. his secretary: 


To the Senate of the United States: : 
Immediately after the passage by the Senate, at 
a former session, of the resolution requesting the 
President to consider the expediency of opening 
negotiations with the Governments of other na- 
tions, and particularly with the Governments of 
Central America and New Granada, for the pur- 
pose of effectually protecting, by equitable treaty 
stipulations with them, such individua!s or compa- 
nies as might undertake to open a communication 
between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, by the 
construction of a ship canal across the isthmus 
which connects North and South America, and of 
securing for ever, by such stipulations, the free and 
equal right of navigating such canal to all such 
nations on the payment of such reasonable tolls as 
ought to be established to compensate the capi- 
talists who might engage in such undertaking and 
complete the work, an agent was employed to ob- 
tain information in respect to the situation and 
character of the country through which the line’ 
of communication, if established, wou!d necessa- 
rily pass, and the state of the projects which 
were understood to be contemplated for opening 
such communication by a canal or a railroad. The 
agent returned to the United States in September 
last, and although the information collected by him 
is not as fall as could have been desired, yet it is 
sufficient to show that the probability of an early 
execution of any of the projects which have been 
set on fuot for the construction of the communica- 
tion alluded to, is not so great asto render it ex- 
pedient to epen a negotiation at present with any 
foreign Government upon the subject. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 
Wasnixetor, 9th January, 1837. 


The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, stating that since 
his last report on the subject, he-had selected, un- 
der the provisions of the act of the last session, 
two more deposite banks, and presenting an ex- 
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hibit of the’ names and datés of the selection of 
both those banks. . a 

Mr. KING of Alabama presented a memorial 
from the Legislature of the State of Alabama, in 
favor of certain settlers on the public lands, who 
have been deprived of their right to pre-emption: 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. KING of Alabama also presented the me- 
morial of the same praying that indemnity may be 
‘made to certain citizens of that State for depreda- 
tions committed on their property by the Creek 
Indians, f 

Mr. KENT presented the memorial of the wi- 
dow of Daniel Day, a revolutionary soldier, pray- 
ing that the pension of her late husband may be 
continued to her: referred to the Committee on 
‘Pensions. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of Je- 
remiah Tyler, praying for a pension: referred to 
the same committee. 

Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition of 
Francis Allen, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims: 

Mr. TIPTON presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Berrien county, Michigan, praying for 
an extension of the pre-emption laws: referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of a 
number of claimants under the French treaty, who 
‘have had awards made in their favor, praying Con- 
gress to make an appropriation to pay to them the 
amount of the awards respectively made to them 
under said treaty out of the Treasury: referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BUCHANAN also presented the petition 
of Peter Moore and Co. contractors for carrying the 
United States mail, praying for additional compen- 
sation, in consideration of additional services per- 
formed by them: referred to the Committee on 

~” the Post Office and Post Ruads. 


Mr. BUCHANAN also presented the memorial | 


of a number of citizens of Pennsylvania engaged 
in the coal trade, protesting against a reduction of 
the duty on foreign coal. 

Mr. B. moved that this memorial be referred to 
the Committee on Manufactures and printed, and 
said that he would respectfully ask of each mem- 
ber of the Senate to take the trouble to read it, as 
he believed that a great misunderstanding existed 
on the subject. The memorial was referred and 
ordered to be printed accordingly. 

Mr. FULTON presented the petition of a num. 
ber of citizens of Arkansas, praying for the exten- 
sion of the military road lately opened in that 
State: referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals, 

Mr. FULTON also presented the petition of 
Obadiah Marsh, praying for a pension; which was 
` referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also the petition of J. Darielle, praying indem- 
nity for the loss of his improvements in the Choc- 
taw country: referred to the Committee on Pub- 

“Tie Lands. 

, Also the petition of Flavius Waterman, praying 
confirmation. of title to'a tract of land: referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which had been referred the petitions of John 
Watts, Jeremiah Taylor and Caspar W. Weaver, 
_made unfavorable reports thereon, and. the com- 
mittee was discharged from the further conside- 
ration thereof. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, the Committee on 
Private Land Claims was discharged from the fur- 


ther consideration of the petition of John Riley. ` 


Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on Revolu- 
lationary Claims, to which had been referred the 
memorial of Doctor John Ramsay, reported a bill 


for his relief; which was read, and ordered to a | 


second. reading. 
Mr. NILES, from the Committee on Revolu- 
‘tionary Claims, to which had been referred the pes 
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titien of Eneas Munson, reported a bill for his re- 
lief; which was read, and ordered to a second read- 
ing. ; 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which had been referred the bill direc- 


ting the Secretary of the Treasury. to invest the f 


amount of the two per cent. fund reserved for 
making roads in Alabama, reported the same 
without amendment. : 

Mr, RIVES gave notice that he would to-morrow 


ask leave to introduce a bill to alter the terms of 


holding the circuit courts of the United States 
for the district of North Carolina. 

Mr. KING of Alabama, on leave, introduced a 
bill to authorize George Whitman of Alabama, to 
import an iron steamboat, in detached parts, with 
the necessary machinery and working utensils, free 
of duty; which was twice read, and together with 
the memoria} of John P. Lamar on the same sub- 
ject, referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. EWING of Hlinois, on leave, introduced a 
bill to provide for the establishm nt of the Peoria 
Land Office in Ilinois; which was read twice, and 
referred. 

Mr. FULLERTON submitted the following 
resolutions, which lie on the table one day for con- 
sideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of au- 
thorizing the surrender of such of the sixteenth 
sections as are fractional, in any township, where 
the same has been granted to the township; and 
permitting another section to be located in lieu 
thereof. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
increasing the compensation of the Surveyor Gene- 
ral in the State of Arkansas, and of the draughts- 
men and clerks in his office, so as to make their 
compensation at least equal to that of persons pert 
forming similar duties in the southern States. 


Mr. WALL submitted the following resolution 
which lies one day on the table for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to communicate to the Senate the sur- 
vey of Crow shoal, in Delaware bay; to ascertain 
the expediency of constructing a breakwater or 
artificial harbor, male in pursuance of the act of 
Congress for that purpose, passed at the last ses- 
sion, and the report or other papers accompany- 
ing the same, 

The bill from the House for the relief of O. H, 
Dibble, was read the second time, and ordered to 
a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the bill from the 
House to provide payment for horses and other 
property lost or destroyed in the military service 
of the United States, was taken up, and consider- 
ed as in Committee of the Whole, and ordered 
to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the bill from the 
Heuse making appropriations for the payment of 
the revolutionary and other pensioners of ihe 
United States, was taken up, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole, and ordered to a third 
reading. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. EWING of 
Ohio, to rescind the Treasury order, designating 
the funds which shall be received in payment by 
the United States land offices, was taken up as the 
special order; when. 

Mr. RIVES, who had the floor, addressed the 
Senate in a speech of some length in opposition 
to the resolution, and in support of the amendment 
offered by him as a substitute. After Mr. R. had 
concluded his remarks, by > 

Mr. CLAY expressed his wish to make some 
remarks on the subject; but it being late in the 
day, he hoped the Senate would indulge him by 


| an adjournment, or by a postponement of the 


further consideration of the subject till to-morrow, 
The Senate then, accordingly, adjourned. 


PRICE $i PER SESSION. 
Vouume cae aN Gh 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
‘Touspay, January 101837103. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS; .the journal wa 
amended, so as to state in’ a definite form the peti 
tions presented by him yesterday on the-sitbject: 
of the abolition of slavery in the District of Gos 
lumbia. : cee se 
Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, fromthe Commité 
tee of Claims, reported, without amendment, the 


bill from the Senate for the ‘relief of Elisha Towns, — 


which was committed. 


Mr. DAVIS moved a saspens‘on of the? Bilés,”. 


for the purpose of submitting a resolution that-all: 
petitions or papers presented, or hereafter to be 
presented, on the subject of slavery, be laid onthe 
table, without being read, and without debate... 

‘On this motion Mr. DAVIS asked for the yeas 
and nays, which were ordered, and wete—yeas 
102, nays 78, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Anthony, Barton, Beah, Black, 
Bockee,; Boon, Bovee, Boyd, Buchanan, Burns, 
Bynum, Cambreleng, Carter, Casey, Chapman, 
Chapin, Cleveland, Connor, Corwin,’ Craig, Cra- 
mer, Cushman, Davis, Drompoolé; Fairfield; Fars! 
lin, Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, Gholson, Gilet,’ Gra- 
ham, Grantland, Hamer, Hannegan, Albert G. 
Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, ` Hopki ; 
Howard, Hubley, Huntington, Huntsman; Ja A 
Jenifer, Cave Johnson, Henry Johnson, Benja- 
min Jones, Klingensmith, Lansing, Gideon Lee, 
Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Leonard, Loyail, Abi. 
jah Mann, Job Mann, Martin, William Mason, 
Moses Mason, May, McKay, McKeon, McKim, 
McLene, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, 
Qwens, Page, Parks, Patterson, Franklin Pietce,: 
Dutee J. Pearce, Phelps, Pinckney, John Rey-' 
nolds, Joseph Reynolds, Richardson, Ripley, Ro- 
gers, Schenck, Seymour, Augustine H. Shepperd, 
Shinn, Sickles, Smith, Spangler, Steele, Suth- 
erland, Thomas, John Thomson, © Toieey, 
Towns, Vanderpoel, Washington, Weeks, White; 
Thomas T. Whittlesey, Sherrod Wiliams; and. . 
Yell—102. er a 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Ash, 
Ashley, Bell, Bond, Bouldin, Briggs, Bunch, Wil- 
liam B. Calhoun, Campbell, Carr, George Cham- 
bers, Chetwood, Childs, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, 
Clark, Crane, Darlington, Denny, Evans, Everett, 


James Garland, Granger, Graves, Grennell, Haley, ` 


Joseph Hall, Hiland Ball, Hard, Hardin, Harlan, 
Harper, Samuel S. Harrison, H zeltine; Hender- 
son, Heister, Hoar, Howell, Hunt, Ingersoll; Ing- 
ham, Janes, John W. Jones, Lane, Laporte, Law- 
ler, Lawrence, Luke Lea, Lincoln, Lucas, ‘Samp» 
son Mason, Maury, McCarty, McKennan, Mercér, 
Milligan, Parker, Patton, Pearson, Phillips, Potts, 
Reed, Rencher, Robertson, Russell, William B. 
Shepard, Shields, Slade, Sloane, Sprague, Storer; 
Taliaferro, Underwood, Vinton, Elisha Whittle- 
sey, Lewis Williams and Young—78 : aa 

Sothe House refused to arcede; two-thirds not 
voting in the affirmative. (Oy 2 

FREEDOM OF ELECTIONS. 

Mr. BELL wished ‘at this time to make the 
motion, of which:he had: given notice some days 
since, to introduce a bill “to proyide for seeuring 
the freedom of elections.” 


The CHAIR ruled that the motion was not then 
in order, but could only be made when the. gen- 
tleman had a right to make a motion. 


Mr. BELL appea'ed from that decision; and - 
went on to assign his reasons for differing with the 
presiding officer, contending that, by therule pre. 
scribing the manner of introducing bills, the: mo- 
tion was in order; and that it was competent. for 
any member to do so.:. He. complained of the 
harshness cf the decision, and appealed ‘to the 
members on all sides to set it aside, ag 

The CHAIR gave his reasons.at length for. the 
decision, and showed, by a referente to the rulés, 
the inevitable consequence of allowing members 
to -introd ice bills, in this way, on motion,” which 


X 


82 


would have the effect of setting aside all other bu- 
siness. 

Mr. MERCER suggested to the gentleman to 
allow the committees to make reports; where- 
apon . ; ‘ 

Mr. BELL withdrew his appeal. 

Mr: CHAMBERS of Pennsylvania, from the 
Committee on Private Land Claims, reported a bill 
for the. relief of James Cooper: read twice and 
eommitted. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Comuiittee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
Amos Thompson. : 

ALEXANDRIA RAILROAD. 

Mr, W. B. SHEPARD, from the Commitee 
for the District of Columbia, reported a bill giving 
the assent of Congress to an act of the General 
Assembly of Virginia, entitled an ect to amend an 
act entitled an act to incorporate the Falmouth and 
Alexandria Railroad company, passed February 
8d, 1836; which, on Mr. S’s motion, was read 
twice, and ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing to-morrow. : 
FRENCH AWARDS. 

Mr. HOWARD, fromthe Commiitee on Foreign 
Affairs, reported a joint resolution, authorizing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to correct a clerical er- 
ror in the awards of the Commissioners with France 
in 1831; which was ordercd to be engrossed fora 
third r: ading to-morrow. 

Mr. JANES, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Solemon Ketchum: read twice and committed. 
UNITED STATES ARSENAL AT PHILADEL- 

PHILA. 

Mr. OWENS, from the Committee on Ways and 
Means, reported the following resolution, which 
was concurred in: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Àf- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of disposing of the Passyunk arsenal, near the 
city of Philadelphia, the property of the United 
States, 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee on the 
Pubhe Lands, reported a bill for the relief of John 
Jefferds; which was read twice, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

_ Mr, WHITTLESEY, from the Committee of 
Claima, made an unfavorable report on the petition 
of the heirs of John Chalmers; which was laid on 
the table. 

On motion of Mr. CARR, the Commiitee on 
Private Land Claims was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of William 
Ray. 

Mr. DARLINGTON, from the Committee of 
Claims, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
tion of Thomas Butord; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. . 

Mr. DOUBLEDAY, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, made an unfavorable report on 
the petition ef Ezekiel Burnham; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table, 

Mr. STORER, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pen:ions, made an unfavorable report on 
the petition of Richard Boon; which was ordered 
to he on the table. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, made an adverse m port on 
the petition of Brown’s heire; which was cr- 
dered to lie oa the table. 

Mr. McKIM, trom the Committee of Ways and 
Means, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
tions of R. Eldred and Daniel Baily; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, made an unfavorable report 
on the petition of the heirs of Thomas ‘Tebbs; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. GARLAND, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, made an unfavorable repurt on the 

etition of Ursin Hebert; which was orcered to 

ie onthe table. . 

Mr. KENNON, from thè Committee on the 
Public Lands, made an unfavorable repor? on the 
petition of George Sallady; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. TURRILL, from the Committee o: Revo- 
lutfonary Claims, made an unfavorable report on 
the petition of Tnovass Graves; which was ordered 
to lie onthe teble, 
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Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims, 


made an adverse report on the claims of William 


Graham and George Rhodes.: > , 

Mr. BELL (the morning hour having elapsed) 
gave notice that he should renew bis motion to- 
morrow to introduce. the billof which be hed 
given notice, : a 

Mr. McGARTY and Mr. JENIFER made inci- 
fectual attempts to introduce resolutions. 

Mr. LEWIS moved a ssuspension of the rules, 
for the purpose of proceeding with the call of the 
States for resolutions where the House left off at 
a former day (Kentccky.) Mer. L mate an ear 
Rest sppeal to the House to give the new States 
an opportunity of presenting s, of which 
they had been debarred for the last three weeks. 

Mr. MERCER suggested to the gentleman to so 
modify his motion as to preclude those giving rise 
to debate. 

Mr, LEWIS had no objection. 

Mr. BELL said he would protest against such 
a modification; for, at that rate, no resolution of 
an important character would ever ‘be received. 

The wution was lost without a division. 

MESSAGE OF THE FRESIDENT U. 8. 
The following message, in writing, was received 


from the President of ihe United States, by the. 


hands of his private secretary, Andrew Jackson, 
Junior, Esq. 
Tu the Senate and House of Representatives: 

I herewith transmit to Co: of i} 
Seerctary of State, with the ; 
addressed to him bythe Commissioner 
under the act of Congress of the Jast 
carrying into effect the Convention between the 
United States and Spain. 

ANDREW JACKSON, 

Wasarneron, 8th January, 1857. 


The message having been read, on motion of 
Mr. HOWARD was, with the sccompanying pa- 
pers, referred to the Commiitee on Foreign Af- 
fairs, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEATER iaid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, transinite 
ting a report from the ‘Popographic.i Bureau, for 
the improvement of the mouth of Black river, Jef- 
ferson connty, New York; which, on metion of Mr. 
WARDSVELL, was referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and ordered. to be printed, 

The SPEAKER also presented a communica- 
tion from the Sceretary ofthe Treasury, notifying 
Congress that he hxs selected two more deposite 
banks, made in pursuance of the tenth section of 
thé act ofthe 23 of June, 1856, regulating the 
public deposites of the United States; which, on 
motion of Mr. CRAIG, wes ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed. 

Mr. INGHAW, on leave, presented some papers 
in relation to a privete clair 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS. 

The Heuse then resumed the consideration of 
the resolution, (originally offered by Mr. Wisz,} 
reported froin the Commitice of the Whele on 
the state of the Union, as follows 
, Phat so much of the President’a mese 
f relates to the ‘condition of the vark 
Executive Departmen's, the ebtity end inte 
with which they have been conducted, the vig 
lant and faithful discharge of the public business 
in all of them, and the causes of complaint, 
from any quarter, st the manner in which they 
have fulfilled the objects of their creation,” be 
referred to a select committee, to consist of nine 
members, with power to send for persons and pa- 
pers, and with instructions to inquire into the 
Condition of the various Executive Departments, 
the ability and integrity wth which they have 
been conducted, into the manner in which the 
public business has been discharged in all of them, 
and into all causes of corsplaini, From any quarter, 
at the manner in which szid department:, or their 
bureaus or offices, or any of their officers or agents 
of every description whatever, directly or indirectly 
connected with them in any manner, cfficially or 
unofficially, in dutes pertaining to the public in- 
terest, have fulfilied or failed to accomplish the 
objects of their creation, or have viclated their 
duties, or have injured ard impaired the public 
service and interest; and ibat said committee, in 


its inquiries, may refer to such periods of time as 
to them may seem expedient and proper. 

The question pending was the following amend. 
ment submitted by. Mr. PEARCE of Rhode 
Island: “Strike out all after the word “resolved,” 
and insert the following: 

# Phat so much of the President's message as 
isin the following words, to wit: $ Before con- 
cluding this paper, I think it is due to the various 
Executive Departments to bear testimony to their 
prospercus condition, and to the ability and inte- 
grity with which they have been couducted. It 
has bees my aim to enforce in all of them a vigi- 
Jant and faithful discharge of the public business; 
and it is erstifying to me to believe- that there is 
no just cause of complaint from any quarter, at 
the manner in which they have fulfilled the objects 
of their creation,’ be referred to a select commit- 
tee of uine members, with instructions to inquire 
into any specific causes of complaint which may 
be all-ged against the integrity of the administra- 
tion of any of the dep-rtments, or their bureaus, 
or the vigilance and fidelity with which their due 
ties have been discharged, and that said committee 
have power to send fur persons and papers.” 

Mr. HAVER was entitled to the floor, but gave 
way, on request, to 

Mr. FRENCH, who said he wished to have read 
to the House a general proposition, which, he 
heped, would meet the views of gentlemen on 
all sides. ‘Lhe paper in question was then read as 
follows: 

t Hesulved, ‘Phat 3o much of the President's mes- 
sage as is in the fullowing words, to wit; 

“Before concluding this paper, I think it due to 
the varisus Executive Departments, to bear testi 
mony totheir prosperous condition, and to the 
abitity and integrity with which they have been 
conducted. It hasbeen my aim to enforce in all 
ofthem a vigilant and faithful discharge of the 
public business, and it is gratifying to me to be- 
iieve that there is no just cause of complaint from 
any quarter, at the manner im which they have 
fuifilied the objects of their creation,” be referred 
to five select committees, (one for each departe 
ment, ) to consist of seven members each, with ‘ine 
structions to inquire into the manner in, which the 
duties pertaining to the several Executive Depart- 
ments anl their respective bureaus, have been 
performed, under the several laws defining and 
regulating the same; into all frauds, corruption, 
and abuses, which are, or from any quarter may 
be, alleged to exist in said departm. nis, or any of 
them, or in their, or any of their, respective bue 
reaus, under the present administration, and if 
y such frauds, corruption, or abuses exist, to ine 
quire by whom committed or practised, and the 
injury thereby done to the public interest; and 
thatexch of ssid committees have the power te 
send for persons and papers.” 

Mr. HAMER concluded his remarks, and Mr. 
McKEON obtained the flcor. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, and by ge 
neral consent, the House took ap the amendm nt 
ofthe Sena to the bill establishing the mint, 
which wus concurred in. 

BANKS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

The SFEAKER lail befure the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting the returns of the banks in the Dis 
trict of Columb'a; which was laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 


—— 


a 


The following resolution was submitted by Mre 
ADAMS yesterd-y, and agreedfto: 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested, if, in his judgement, not ine 
compatible with the public interests, to communie 
cate to this House copies of the correspondence 
with the Department of State end with the Perus 
vian Government, of the late Wm. Tudor, jr. Cone 
sul of the United States, and their political agent 
in Peru, from the 27th of March, 1824, to the 15th 
of May, 1827. Also, the correspondence of the 
said William Tudor with the Department of State, 
and with the Government of Brazil, while he was 
Charge d'Affaires of the United States at Rio de Je 
neiro, until his decease, 


IN SENATE, 
“ Wepwasnay, Jan. 11, 1837. 

Mr. KENT presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Joux L. Srencez, elected by the Legis'ature 
of the State of Maryland a Senator from that 
State, to sipply the vacancy occasioned by the 


death of the. Hon. Mr. Goldsborouga, which were: 


read. ~ 

The Chair: announced a communication from 
the Treasury Department, transmitting copies, of 
the returns rendcred by the several incorporated 
banks of the District of Columbia, showing the 
state of their affairs up to the 31st December last. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of John Perry, 
praying confirmation of title to a tract of land; 
which was referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, 

Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of sun- 
dry citizens of Charles:on, South Carolina, setting 
forth the necessity of establishing a naval depot 
and navy yard at the South, and recommending 
the situation of Charleston as peculiarly suited to 
that purpose: read, and referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affa'rs. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of Wil- 
liam Yeatun; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. 

Mr. TOMLINSO™, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, made ‘unfavorable reports on the petitions of 
Peter Smith and Daniel Siliey, and the committee 
was discharged from the further consideration of 
the same. . 

On motion of Mr, SEVIER, the Committee on 
Pensions was discharged from the further conside- 
ration of the petition of Andrew Marshall. < 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Relations, to which had been referred the 
memorial of Thomas Vowell, made an unfavorable 
report thereon, and the committee was discharged 
from the further consideration thereof. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the bill to pro- 
vide for the establishment of a Surveyor General’s 
office in the State ef Ilinois, reported the same 
with amendments; which were read. 

Mr. WALKER, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred a resolution of the Se- 
nate, directing them to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing a Surveyor General’s officein the 
State of Indiana, reported a bill for that purpose; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. KING of Alabama, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to which had been referred tle me- 
morial of Thomas Cameron of Alabama, reported 
a bil for his relief; which was read, and ordered to 
a second yexdin7z. $ 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which had been referred the memorial 
of the corporate authorities of the town of Mobile, 
Alabama, praying to be remunerated for advances 
made by them for the equipment of two compa- 
nies of volunteers, who served in the late Indian 
wara, reported a bill making an appropriation for 
that object; which was read, and ordered to second 
reading. 

Mr. RIVES, on leave, introduced a bill to alter 
the times of holding. the circuit courts of the 
United States for the district of North Carolina; 
which was twice read, and referred. 

Mr. WALKER. submitted the fuilowing resolu- 
tien, which lies on the table one day for conside- 
ration: 

Resolved, That the State of Texas having es- 
tablished and maintained an independent Govern- 
ment, capable of performing those duties, foreign 
and domestic, which appertain to independent Go- 
vernments, andit appearing that there is no long- 
er any reasonable prospect of the successful 
prosecution of the war by Mexico against said 
State, it is expedient and proper, and in perfect 
conformity with the laws of nations, and the prac- 
tice of this Government in like cases, that the in- 
dependent political existence of said State bo ac- 
knowledged by the Government of the United 
States. | ; f 

Mr. WALKER said it was not his intention to 
ask a departure from the. rules of the Senate, in 
order te enter upon the considerstion of this reso- 
lution at this period, The resclution (Mr. W. 
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stated) he would only say, at this period, was in 


exact concurrence with the views expressed -by 
the President of the United States in his last mes- 
sage on this subject. In. that message, the Presi- 
dent declared it as his opinion, that the indepen- 
dence of Texas might be considered as suspend- 
ed upon the issue of the threatened invasion by 
the army under the command of Gen. Bravo. Mr. 


! W. said he hat this morning received informa- 


tion direct from Vera Cruz, as late as the first 
of December last, that this invasion had proved 
entirely abortive; that the army of Bravo had 
been reduced, by desertion and other causes, to a 
avery small number; that tuis miserable remnant 
was unsupplied with provisions, and that, in conse- 
quence of these evenis, Gen. Bravo had resigned 
the command of the army, and that the invasion 
tnall probability would be abandoned. Mr, W. 
said he was satisfied that full reliance might be 
placed on the correctness of this information, and 
inat he was fully convinced that, with the know- 
ledge of these facts, the President would cheer- 
fully unite with Congress in recognising the inde- 
pendence of Texas. ° ` 

The following resolutions were also submitted, 
and liz on the table one day: 

By Mr. DAVIS: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
directed to inquire into the expediency of making 
some provision for the nautical education of sea- 
men. 

By Mr. TOMLINSON: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of con- 
tinuing the office of Commissioner of Pensions. 

Ry Mr. NIGHOLAS: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing atri-weekly post route 
on the west bank of the river Mississippi, from 
the city of New Orleans to Plaquemine, in the 
parish of Iberville. 

By Mr. RIVES: 

Kesolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of in- 
creasing the salary of the District Jadge for the 
Western District of Virginia, or to allow him 
milespre for his travelling expenses. 

The bill from the House to provide payment 
for horses and other property lost and destroyed 
in the military service of the United States; and 

The bill from the House making appropriations 
for the payment of the revolutionary and other 
pensioners of the United States, were severally 
read the third time and passed. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of Mr. Ewrse’s resolution to rescind the Treasury 
order, designating the funds which shall ibe re- 
ceived in payment for the public lands;-and 

Mr. CLAY, who was entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed the Senate in a speech of considerable 
length in support of the resolution, and in oppo- 
sition to the amendment of Mr. KIVES6 
After some remarks from Mr. RUGGLES, 

Mr. NILES then moved to refer the whole sub- 
ject te the Committee on Public Lands, accom- 
panying the motion with some remarks in its sup- 
port, and inreply to Mr. CLAY. 

Messrs. CALHOUN, BLACK, TIPTON, WEB- 
STER, and CLAY, opposed the motion: Mr. 
CALHOUN, saying that the reference to the Com- 
miztee on Finance, if a reference was made at all, 
would be the most appropriate one. . 
On taking the question, Mr. NILES’S motion 
was adepted, and the resolution and amendment 
were referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
by the following vote: 
YAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Dana, Ewing of Hinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hub- 
bard, King of Alabama, -King of Georgia, Linn, 
Niles, Page, Rives, Robinson, ‘Ruggles, Strange, 
Tallmadge, Walker, Wall, White, and Wright— 
aay aces Bayard, Black, Calhoun, Clay, 
Crittenden, Davis, Hendricks, Kent, Knight, 
Moore, Nicholas, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, 
Sevier, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, and Webster— 


On motion of Mr. WALKER, the Senate went 


‘an impulse to trade generally. 
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into the consideration of Exeantive busi 
which, gO re ee 
The Senate adjourned. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE 
Wenrzspar, Jan. 11, 1837... | 
Mr. REYNOLDS of illinois, from the Co; 
tee on Roads and Canals, reported a bill fer the 
survey of certain rivers therein named; read twice, | 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. er ee ens 
SURPLUS REVENUE. : o 
Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of... 
Ways and Means, made a report, accompanied, by.. 
a bill, on the subject of the surplus revenue. The. - 
title of the latter was ‘a bill to reduce the reves 
nues of the United States to the wants of the G 
vernmieni.’”? ‘ : es 
_ Mr. OWENS remarked that as this was a very: 
important report, as well as the accompanying: . 
bill, he would move that both be read; which was 
agreed to, a tale 
The billand report were then read by the Clerk, 
which are as follows: : A 
The Committee of Ways and Means, to. which- 
was referred the message of the President: re- ; 
cummending a reduction of the revenue to tha: 
wants of the Government; the report.of the: 
Secretary of the Treasury on thè ‘Financesy a.’ 
memorial praying for a distribution of the.sur-. 
plas revenue, and many memorials.praying for: 
a repeal of the duties on foreign merchandise 
submit the following report: oy ages 
The balance in the Treasury on the Ist of Janu~ ». 
ary last, as near as it can be now ascertained, of 
available funds, was $42,468,859 97.. There was’. 
probably placed to the credit of the Treasurer be- 
fore that date, of which no account had been re- 
ceived, about one million in addition, and the Go-: ; 
vernment held, on public account, $6,244,600, p: 
value, of stock in the Bank of the United States, 
which at 114 per cent. amounts to $7,106,304. 
The aggregate amount of money, and other means: ~ 
possessed by Government on the Ist: of Januar: 
was upwards of fifty millions five hundred thou» 
sand dollars. The appropriations unexpended 
the close of the year, and required to cornplete. 
the service of 1836, amounted to $13,561,373 35... 
Of this amount but $6,000,000 can be properly: R 
charged against the surplus, as- about seven too 
eight millions remain unexpended at the end of: 
almost every year. The surplus of means, on the, .. 
Ist of January, may therefore be estimated at 
$44,500,000. : ay 
The revenue of the past year from: customs, as- 
nearly as it can be ascertained and estimated at. 
the Treasury, {as $23,000,000 from customs; and... 
$24,500,000 from public lands, and. from alt 
other sources $620,CO0, making. an aggregate of- 
$48,120,000. : ee 
The excess of revenue beyond the proper wants 
ef Government, though now assuming greater ime 
portance than it did formerly, bas existed fur some 
years past, and originated in the policy of revising: 
our tariff so frequently since our war with. Great 
Britain, without regard to the condition of the: 
Treasury. High rates of duty were levied to pro- 
tect particular branches ‘of industry, and a very 
large revenue was raised, which was abssrbed ia 
our public debt, till that was extinguished. ; 
Other causes have, however, combined to pros . 
duce our present redundant revenue, and to give 
The suddeg and 
rapi i increase during the last five years, may be | 
ascribed, in a measures, to British and American 
legislation. The former, after prohibiting them, 
for a century, authorized the unlimited creation of’. 
joint steek banks, not redeeming their rotes in 
goid or silver, but in the notes of the Bank ot 
England, which were made a lawful tender. On. 
our side, we have added since 1829, $45,093,207. 
to our metallic currency; arid since 1830 we have 
increased our banking capital from 110,000,000 to 
about $330,009,000; thus extending our paper cir-, 
culation probably $60,009,000. The currency of 
no country can be so suddenly increased, without 
encouraging general speculation, and producing.a 
very considerable expansion of commerdial credis, N 
Trade and revente have been accordingly affected... 


by it. Our exports, which were at fifty miltions in” 
1828, ‘rose in 1835 to one hundred and one millions; 
and those of 1836 were more than one hundred 
and twenty millions. Our imports, deducting the 
amount exported, and excluding coin and bullion, 
were in 1829 $49,500,000; and in 1835 $125,000,- 
- 900, and. in the past year probably $150,000, 000, 

The annual receipts from the sales of the public 
lands in’ 1830, were less than two millions and a 
half; and in 1836, $24,560,000; and a much larger 
increase would have occurred in our revenue from 
customs, had not the duty on nearly one half of 
our imports been repealed. The produce of our 
aericttitare, and one half in-value, if not in extent, 
of the whole territory of the country, have become 
objects of speculation, contributi g to enlarge 
very considerably the mass of commercial contracts 
and credits. 

‘The revenue of forty-seven millions and a half 
from customs and public landsin the past year, is 
obviously not to be relied upon as our permanent 
income. The spirit of speculation is already 
checked, and the probable embarrassinents of the 
winter will sensibly affect the receipts in the pre- 
sentandthe next year. But inthe actual sondi- 
tion of our country, sustained as its prosperity is, 
by powerful and permanent causes, we are not au- 
thorized to anticipate the extraordinary decline in 
our revenue which occurred after the disastrous 
revulsion in 1819—the consequence of a sudden 
transition from war to peace. In adjusting our 
revenue tothe future wants of Government, we 
should reflect that this is the first opportunity we 
have had, since the adoption of our constitntion, to 
enlarge our foreign trade, and develope the resour- 
ces of our extensive confederacy. At the outset 
w: had had but four years of uninterrupted com- 
merce. Jn the second period but seven, from 1800 
to 1807; and even after the close of the war in 
1815, the trade of the country was convulsed for six 

ears by the change from war to peace, the sudden 
increase of State Banks, and the fluctuating ope- 
rations of the Bank of the United States. The 
speculations of 1825 were very much confined in 
this country to one branch of trade, and were of 
British, not American, origin. No general pros- 
tration of our trade, internal and external, has oc- 
curred for sixteen years; and to this, more than to 
any temporary or legislative cause, the existing 
prosperity of the country ought to be ascribed, 

Our revenue from customs is sustained by per- 
manent causes, and although it will fall off during 
the present and in the next year, it must increase 
with the growing foreign trade of the country, 
The cotton manufactures of Eurcpe are steadily 
increasing. In Great Britain the average increase 
from 1834 to 1836, was twenty per cent. fn this 
country, the crop of cotton in the past year, is es- 
timated at 1,570,000 bales; being 210,000 more 
than was produced in 1835. It must also be ob- 
served, that while the spirit of speculation has 
raised other commodities to extravagant prices, 
cotton, other articles of export, and foreign mer- 
chandise generally, the sources of our revenue, 
have not been much higher than usual. A crisis 
in commercial affairs could not, therefore, as in 
1819, cause any very considerable reduction, and 
any decline would be but temporary. The rapid 
growth too of our wealth and population, and the 
extension of our settled territory, enlarge the de- 
mand for foreign supplies, and in any prospective 
adjustment’ of the tariff, the permanent increase 
of our foreign commerce should be more regarded 
than the temporary depression resulting from over- 
trading: 


We may anticipate a great decline in our reve- 


nue from public lands, though not to the ex- 
tent which has been estimated. The receipts in 
the last quarter, notwithstanding the extraor- 
dinary demand for money were, as nearly as 
they can be ascertained, four millions and a half, 
The revenue for the present and the next year, 
will fall far below that of 1836; but in estimating. 
our fature income from our public lands, we must 
not be governed by the annual receipts in former 
years. Many causes exist now, which must con- 
sierably enlarge this source of revenue. We 
have within siz years purchased of the Indians 
ninety millions of acres within our settled boun- 
davies, and removed the tribes beyond the Mis ! 
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sissippt. ean 
ment of these lands. We have too within a few 
years rapidly multiplied our internal improve- 
ments in the interior, in every direction, and in 
many instances, through large tracts of the public 
lands. It's as easy for the emigrant to reach Tli- 


nois at this time, as it was to go to Utica in New | 


Vork twenty years sgo. The area of settlement, 
is thus enlarged in the south, and in the west, to 
an extent very far beyond its former boundaries. 
The States in the northwest are growing with as- 
tonishing rapidity; while the laboring population of 
Maryland, Virginia, and Worth Carolina, is rapidly 
moving off to the southwestern States. 


Should the sales of our public lands be limited | 


to actual settlers, as is proposed by the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands, some, though not a very 
considerable reduction in the reyenue, may be 
anticipated. Nothing short of suspending the 
sales, a policy which this Government never would 
adopt, can prevent us from receiving a large in- 
come from this source. 

One, and not the least of the evils resulting 
from a surplus revenue, is an extraordinary in- 
crease of our federal expenses. A part of this 
increase has been caused by extinguishing Indian 
titles, and removing the tribes. We have appro- 
priated for these objects, since the 4h of March, 
1829, $26,982,068, and our Indian wars have and 
will cost us not less than $13,000,000, making an 
aggregate of about $40,000,000. Such heavy ex- 
penditures, for similar objects, cannot be antici- 
pated hereafter, and our federal expenses for all 
purposes ought not to be estimated at more than 
twenty millions of dollars. Even that amount is 
yauch more than we have hitherto deemed com 
patible with the necessary wants of an economi- 
cal Government; and a just regard to economy 
should prevent us at least from making provision, 
in anticipation, for a larger Government expendi- 
ture, 

Unless, however, prompt measures are taken to 
reduce our revenue, we may anticipate a rapid 
increase of ourexpenses, and the recurrence, in a 
few years, of another surplus for deposite or dis- 
tribution. Te avoid these evils, the only safe and 
prudent course is to diminish the income of the 
Government. The committee are of epinion that 
some unnecessary taxes, not yielding much reye- 
nue, may be repealed, and that a general reduc- 
tion should be mad» in one or the other sources of 
our.income to the extent of seven millions of dol- 
lars. The actual condition of our finances does 
not warrant a less reduction. 

Without arresting the progress of the settle- 
ment of the country, this reduction cannot be 
made in our receipts from public lands. Buteven 
if such an unwise and unjust proposition were 
made, and the question should be presented whe- 
ther we should relinquish our income from this 
source, or reduce our revenue from customs, there 
are great considerations, involving even the sta- 
bility of our confederacy, why the latter should be 
preferred to the former. 

Our public lands are the common preperty of 
the Union in the ratio to representation. No tax 
can ever be imposed, the burden of which will, 
in the spirit of our federal constitution, fail in the 
like ratio among the States. On the contrary, 
the revenue from customs is the most unequal and 
unjust plan of taxation that could have been de- 
vised; and the design of our constitution will ne- 
ver be fulfilled until it is wholly reformed. The 
agricultural States should never permit a common 
fund to be destroyed, or permanently distributed, 
in order that, by perpetuating our taxes upon 
manufactures, the chief burden of supporting the 
Federal Government should be thrown upon them. 

In justice tothe new as wellas to the old States 
the sales of the public lands ought not to be sus- 
pended, nor should they be converted into a fund 
for annual distribution among the States. What- 
ever reduction is made should fall upon our reve- 
nue from customs., In examining the various ar- 
ticles upon which duties are now levied, the Com- 
mittee find very few remaining that do not directly 
or indirectly come in competition with some 
branches of our own industry. Those which are 
exclusively foreign do not yield an aggregate 
amount of duty exceeding one hundred thousand 


` 


“rhis must accelerate the sale and settle- į 


i 
i 
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dollars. Many others, which have been heretofore’ 
classed among the non protected articles, might be 
included in the favored list, with quite as much 
justice as those which have been so considered. 
ever since. it has been the policy of the Govern- 
ment to make any such distinction, But if the 
duties on all that are classed with the non-pro- 
tected were repealed, it would not reduce the 
revenue One million of dollars. An adequate re- 
duction cannot be made without diminishing or 
repealing the duties cn what are denominated 
protected articles; in other words, without modify» 
ing the act of the 2d of March, 1833, commonly 
called the compromise act. 

In approaching this question, the committee are 
fully zware of the importance of the interests in- 


“volved, and of the anxiety uf capitalists who are 


extensively engaged in the manufacture or pro- 
duction of commodities which may be affected by 
any reduction of our taxes. But the question 
whether we shall continue to sustain their income 
by our laws, must yicld to the indispensable ne- 
cessity of reducing our revenue to the wants of 
the Government. he actual condition of our 
finances demands this, and makes it our duty. to 
examine thoroughly the foundation upon which 
the claims of our capitalists to exclusive and per- 
petual protection rest, and to exhibit the very 
unjust operation of the compromise act upon the 
people and States of the confederacy. 

Prior to 1816, the primary object of every duty 
was to support Government, and pay the public 
debt; every tariff and every tax originated in a 
want of money. ‘he duties were levied on im- 
ports generally, and the encouragement of manu- 
factures was wholly incidental to the power of col- 
lecting a revenue from customs. There was no 
distinction, then, between protected and non- 
protected srticles; for the latter were generally 
taxed at the highest rates. When a duty was 
proposed asa tax, and defended as an incidental 
encouragement to some branch of industry at 
home, it was uniformly advocated as a temporary 
barthen upon the coasumer, for which he would 
be indemnified in a few years by a cheaper do- 
mestic supply. The Government wanted money, 
the taxes were moderate, and the consumers sel- 
dom troubled themselves to inquire into the wis- 
dom of the discriminations, or the soundness of 
the principles, of Congress. F i 

At the close of the war with Great Britain, the 
manufactures of the country had been protected | 
for eight years by an almost total prohibition of, 
foreign merchandise, and by the sacrifices of agri- 
culture and commerce. When peace returned, 
the latter interests were destined again to pros- 
per, and there was danger that the sudden renewal 
of our intercourse with foreign nations, with whom 
we exchanged productions, would give a blow to. 
manufactures from which they would not recover 
in many years. There was a general desire to 
moderate the shock, and the duties levied by the 
tariff of 1816, were in some instances higher than 
would have been otherwise adopted; and necessa- 
rily much higher than they were before the 
war, owing to its heavy expenses. From that 
time a struggle occurred at almost every session, 
for more protection, and the duties were continual- 
ly raised till they reached their maximum in 1828. 

Various expedients were resorted to, to sustain 
them. Our expenditures were rapidly increased 
without the least regard to economy, to create a 
necessity for revenue. The duties on merchan- 
dise exclusively of foreign origin were repealed 
to preserve our protecting duties; and now, when 
ail these expedients have failed, an attempt is made, 
not only to perpetuate, but to increase them by 
annuaily distributing the proceeds of our public 
lands, f ‘ 

The system was modified by the acts of the 14th 
July, 1832, and the 2d of March, 1833. This last 
act, though proposing a reduction of duty, con- 
tains some provisions to take effect in 1842, which 
will probably be repealed. To exact cash duties, 
and to deny to our foreign trade the privilege 
of deposite, is a policy which has never ‘yet 
been introduced. into any other civilized com- 
mercial country ; and to assess the duty on the. 
market value of foreign merchandise, at eve 
ry port in the United States, would give us as 
many rates of duty as we have ports, in direct 


violation of the constitution. But the committee 
do not propose to anticipate the discussion of these 


questions, or any of the provisions of the act of . 


1833, which do not interfere with the proposed 
reduction of the revenue. They deem it, how- 
ever, important to examine the principle of the 
compromise act, and to expose its unjust operation 
at this time. 


The modern innovation upon our ancient plan of 
levying duties on foreign merchandise, generally 
by collecting our revenue, exclusively from that 
portion which comes in competition with out own 
industry, reverses the whole design ofthe constitu- 
tion; which certainly contemplated that our taxes 
for federal purposes should be levied in a ratio to 
representation as nearly as it was practicable. 


The previous acts, repealing duties on non-pro- 
tected articles, and the act of March, 1833, are 
calculated to make our taxes as unequal as possi- 
ble. There is a wide difference between the ope- 
ration of a tariff on merchandise similar to our own 
arid on that which is exclusively foreign. When 
we collect twenty millions on the latter, the duties 
are general through the Union, and the price of 
no corresponding. commodity at home is raised by 
it. The tariff operates-as a tax to that extent, and 
no further, and the whole amount goes into the 
Treasury for the support of Government. Noman 

` gains any advantage over another, and no State 
is made tributary to any capitalist, or corporation. 
But when twenty millions are collected on pro- 
tected articles, the tax indirectly extends to the 
whole mass of our own productions and manufac- 
turés, which are raised in price, and a much great- 
‘er amount is levied upon the consumers of the 
country, in addition to the twenty millions for the 
support of Government. In 1835 the merchan- 
dise imported for consumption liable to duty, de- 
‘ducting the value exported, amounted to about 
sixty-six millions, and yielded a duty of twenty 
‘millions. The value of similar merchandise of 
domestic origin in that year, may be estimated at 
about $250,000,000. Some of these branches, 
eapecially those beyond the mountains, are not so 
much affected by our duties; but the prices of 
‘far the largest proportion are regulated in a great 
measure by the tax we impose. Assuming that 
‘articles of the value of only $150,000,000, were so 
affected, and to the extent of 25 per cent. which 
is less than the actual duty on imported merchan- 
dise, the internal tax on the consumers in 1835, 
amounted to $37,500,000, in addition to the twen- 
ty millions which went into the Treasury. It is 
impossible to ascertain what amount of tax these 
protected branches of industry have for their own 
profity and to pay the difference between Ameri- 
can and European labor, thus indirectly collected 
from the consumers since 1789. But we know that 
the latter have paid on foreign merchandise, from 
1789 to 1836, inclusive, (see statement A,) more 
than $682,000,000, besides probably thirty mil- 
lions for the expenses of collection, More 
than one half of this aggregate has been 
levied on protected articles. Although we 
cannot ascertain the amount of this inter- 
nal tax upon the consumers for the Jast 
forty-eight years, 
of itin late years. At the manufacturers’ cón- 
vention in New York in 1831, they estimated the 
annual product of that industry, omitting some 
branches, at more than two hundred millions. 
From their great and uninterrupted prosperity 
since then, the annual value of their products at 
the present time, ought probably to be estimated 
at $300,000,000- If the larger proportion of this 
amount is not raised in value by. duties on foreign 
merchandise, then are they, as protecting duties, 
wholly inoperative and unnecessary. This indi- 
rect tax upon the consumption of our own pro- 
ductions, cannot be estimated at less than twice 
the amount of duty collected ‘on similar foreign 
merchandise, or forty millions annuaily. 

The prices of protectel produce and manufac- 
tures at home and abroad, are regulated by the in- 
dustry of those countries where labor is uniformly 
cheaper than it is in the United States, Until 
our population resembles that of Europe, and our 
“elimate is as genialas that of the sugar islands, 
our consumers must pay fer both foreign and do- 
mestie merchandise,a price equal to the cost 


we can form some estimate ` 
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Abroad, the charges of importation, the duty and 
he merchants’ profit upon all... How much.the 
aggregate of all these amount to in the progress 
of near half a century, it is impossible to calcu- 
late. We know, however, that one of the items 
amounts to more than $350,000,030; and the 
ptincely establishments scattered over the United 
States, and the fact that the annual produce of 
their industry may be estimated at $300,080,Q00, 
afford ample evidence that other treasuries than 


-that of the Government, have drawn a much 


larger amount from the labor of the consumers. 

Such is the operation of those protecting duties. 
which it is proposed to continue, for the purpose 
of dividing our surplus revenue, hereafter. Such 
the system of taxation which the compromise act. 
asit is called, makes perpetual in a confederacy of 
States, three-fourths of which are not engaged to 
any extent in these protected branches of industry. 
According to the provisions and indirect onera- 
tion of that act, we must levy sixty millions an- 
naally upon the consumption of the country, in 
order to collect twenty for the use of Go- 
vernment, The entire population of most, and 
a large majority ofall the States, must be for ever 
compelled by our laws to sustain immense and 
powerful establishments, which are overshadow- 
ing all other branches of industry, while our pri- 
vilered capitalists and corporations are alone to be, 
in effect, exempt from taxation, well satisfied with 
a reciprocity of duties so long as they are ulti- 
mately indemnified by an indirect tax upon the 
other interests of the conntry. 

In other countries, with a crowded population 
and a consolidated Government, this system is less 
expensive, though manifestly unjust and impolitic, 
wherever it is adopted. But whatever may be its 
operation elsewhere, it is who'ly inconsistent with 
the equal, just, and free basis of our institutions; 
and can never be perpetuated in a confederacy of 
States spread over a vast continent, differing in 
employmen's, interests, soil, and climate, 
` Tt is impossible to make a protecting tax equal. 
among the States. 
tent with the constitutional and poltical rights of 
the members of our confederacy. We cannot 
permanently make twenty of the States of the 
Union tributary, not to the other six, but to a 
small portion of their population. The produce 
of the labor of one State should, by law, enjoy no 
advantages over the produce of labor in another, 
whatever may be the character of its industry; 
vor should the foreign trade cf any one State in 
the Union be restricted, except from political 
necessity. 

The commerce of a confederacy, internal and 
external, should be wholly free. The manufac- 
tures of Europe, as well as of the United States, 
require the produce of our agriculture, and we 
have no constitutional right to restrict the mutual 
exchange of our commodities exclusively for the 
purpose of increasing the profits of individuals in 
other States. The planter of the south and the far- 
mer of the interior, or of the west, cannot be ef- 
fectually and perpetually compelled by our laws 
to purchase his supplies from the manufacturer 
or producer in some distant State, on terms which 
give the ltter an advantage of thirty, forty or 
fifty per cent. and in some instances more, This 
plan of taxstion is unjust in any form and to any 
extent, butto coliec’, is proposed, millions be- 
yend the wants of Government, merely for the 
purpose of distribution, would render its inequality 
and oppression intolerable, 

These protecting duties can be no longer de- 
fended as temporary taxes upon consumption, for 
which the country will be indemnified by a cheap 
and abundant supply of domestic produce and 
manufactures. It will be seen, by examining the 
s'atement B, how utterly fallacious have been all 
such predictions and speculations, from the date 
of the report of our first Secretary of the Tren- 
sury, in 1790, down to the present day. That state- 
ment exhibits the quantity and value ofthe most im- 
portast protected merchandise imported in fifteen 
years to September, 1935, and some for the year 
ending 30th June last. . - 

Previcus to 1821 cur laws did not require regu- 
lar returns, and little reliance can be placed’ on 

estimates. So far from redeeming the pledges, 


a 
RY 


Ft is, as such, wholly insonsis- . 


so repeatedly given. tothe eountry, that y 
merchandise would be excluded, our impo 1s - 
have always been and are now. steadily. increasing, 
and almost uniformly in a-ratio. eyen , greater than 


J! our rapid increase of population. . Qur- manufac- - : 


tures,. however prosperous, cannot: more. 
keep pace with the growth of the -cou 
long as our boundaries of settlement. continue to. 
be enlarged, and. our agricultural- population ` 
spreads in the south and west. We have never 
had an adequate supply of labor, and’ even. that 
is comparativcly diminishing, as the spirit and facil- 
ity of emigration increase, and the theatre of sets 
tlement enlarges.. Such is the existing demand 
for labor for our modern improvements ‘and én- 
larged industry—for our mines, factories, rail- 
roads, and canals, that we can scarce procure suf- 
ficient to cultivate the soil. Besides, so longas 
we supply all Burope with raw materials, and-our 
exports continue to increase, as they will do, we 
must take her manufactures in return. < While 
peace continues, nations will exchange their sur- 
plus productions; and that commerce will con- 
stantly increase, in defiance of all our revenue 
laws. The consumers of this.country can expec 
no relief from the protecting system till this conti 
nent shall have become settled, and-a dense and 
impoverished population reduces the. price of labor 
to the European standard, | Till then, hey: t 
pay an annual tribute of millions, ‘to add to he 
number, wealth, and power of our capitalists and 
corporations. z ‘ toy 
Statement B gives the impo 
year ending the 30th September, $ 
1835. The returns are not complete for 1836, 
though a few are stated for the year ending the 
30th June last. The aggregate imports for that 
year, including coin and bullion, was $185,- 
631,410, Had the importations for 1836 been 
taken into the comparison, a. much larger: in- 
crease would have been exhibited; but the. trade 
cf that year was augmented by extraordinary 
causes, and is therefore excluded. ` 'The compar- 
rison made is between the seven years ending in 
1821, and in 1835—the first and the last ‘seven, 
f the fifteen years. The real increase is much 
larger than the apparent, in consequence of con. 
stant improvements in machinery, and the com- 
petition among nations. The value of imports 
at the present day represents, in many instances, 
more than double the quantity. the samé amount 
would have represented twenty years Ago.’ =i 
In the last seven years, to 1835, the average 
increase over the first seven—that is, in seven 
years, is on the following articles, viz: i 


than 


Brass manufactures ~ - 26 per cent, 
Glass ware ~ - - ~ 60 TE 
Ch na ware + - . -~ 150 $ 
Earthern and stone ware - 25 
Steei - - = 87 
Leather manufactures, the last 

five over the first five years, . 

from 1826 to 1835 - - 623 


The only article, the importation of which has 
not increased, is hemp; and for the yery unsatis- 
factory reason, that the laws of other countries 
are more friendly to our navigation than. our own, 
and our ships are supplied abroad. i = ` 

Woollen manufactares.—Stuff goods have been 
admitted free of duty for three years past.. Other 
manufactures of. wool have been protected- bya 
high duty; and, more effectually to diminish im- 
portations, cash duties are exacted, to take effect 
from the date of importation. The. aggregate 
increase of worsted and woollens is in the. last, 
over the first seven years, about, $1,700,000, 
being 22 per cent. in seven years. - The greatest. 
amount imported in any one. year ofthe. first 
seven, was $11,752,595, and in the last, $16,831,- 
557; being $4,000,000 more than had been im- 
ported in any one year. since these retarns were 
ordered. If the quantities, instead of thë values, 
could be compared, it would exhibit a greater n- 
crease. *Thé worsted goods imported in the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1836, amounted: to. 
47,099,370; woollens, $13,614,643; making. an 
aggregate of $20,714,013. -o ke 

Cotion manufactures —This branch was: pro- 
tected by a heavy square yard duty in 1816, which 
has been subsequently increased. The average 


“Spérease’ annually in the last over the’ first seven 
: paan more than s million. The highest amount 


:iinpoiteg in any ore of the first seven years was 
@12:509,516; in the lust, $16,090,224 
year of the sixteen was’ $7,788,514, and the last, 
$15,367,585: Whe- -it is considered how much 
“the price ‘of this ‘fab: ic-has been reduced in every 
-éountry he the last twenty years, and that the same 
alue now generally represents- twice the quantity 
did: formerly; some idea may be formed of the 
jucresse in this branch: of our importa- 
2 The amount imported in the year ending 
È 30th June last was $18,927,259. 
“Tren and Steel manufactures —By adopting spe- 
ates of duty on many of these manufactures, 
the consumers are taxed. much more heavily 
titan they are aware of; besides which, the heavy 
‘cbarged of tranaportation give our own manufac- 
tures & preat advantage. The importations, not- 
withstanding, have increased very rapidly. The 
“ppgréegate amount imported in the first seven. years 
3 $19,141,183; inthe last, $27,824,141; being an 
réabe in seven years of 45 per cent. The highest 
‘ual impertation in the first term, was $3,525,433; 
Jo“the last, $4,827,461; and in the first year of the 
sixteen, $1,630,129; in the last, $4,827,461. The 
„amount imported in the year ending the 30th June 
‘Last was $7,717,910. 
“Bar Ivon—The aggregate quantity imported in 
‘the first Beven years was 3,998,021, and in the last 
106,381 bundredweight, or about 200,000 tons 
“inthe former period, and 355,000 tons iu the lat- 
ter; being an increase of 774 per cent, in seven 
years.) The consumption of iron was rapidly in- 
eréqaing.in every country, owing to the application 
fitto: variety of new purposes. But another, 
and much. more important source of consumption, 
has recently grown, out of the improvement in rail- 
bada, which -promises to give ample employment 
for. ears to: come to iron works at home and abroad. 
.. The-.demand for this new use cannot even be now 
.aupplied, and the price of railroad iron has conse- 
“quently risen very considerably. By. devoting ta- 
oborto this new and increasing branch of the iron 
ytaanufacture, other branches have advanced in 
jprice. Although our iron-masters find the latter 
_ ¿more profitable than rail-road iron, the British, by 
going largely into this new branch, have given an 
. zkmpulse: to all others inevery country. There will 
yundoubtedly be a rapid increase of railroads in Eu- 
rope and America, which must very much enlarge 
¿ithe demand, Whatever may have been the mo- 
tives, heretofore, for imposing a protecting cuty, 
is hew required; for this modern improve- 
sent has created a market for itwhich affords it a 
protection far more permanent and ¢ffeciual than 
thrice the amount of our existing duty. As a pro- 
‘técticn, our duty is rendered wholly abortive; for 
all the iron-masters of Furope and America cannot, 
taking a series of years together, supply the de- 
mand for railroads and all other purpuses, 

Sugar This is also charged with a specific du- 
ty equal to sixty or seventy per cent. on the esti- 
mated. cost of production abroad. The aggre- 

fate quaniity imported in the first seven years of 
the statement, was 536,363,592 pounds, and in the 
last, 664,371,508 pounds; being an ‘increase of 
‘about 24 percent, in seven years. The highest 
“{mportation in the first term was 94,378,814, and 
Inthe Jast, 126,039,239 pounds. The importation 
“of molasses has also increased near 20 per cent. 
inseven. yeata. ` The greatest quantity imported 
inthe firatseven years was 13,643,045, and in the 
last, 18,971,603 gallons. ‘The culture of sugar is 
very uncertain >in our climate. If the estimate 
made by the convention in New York be correct 
there has-been no increase: in this’ branch since 
1831, They estimated the crop at 40,000 hogs- 
heads in 1823, and at 100,000 in 1851. ‘The cro 
ofthe present year has been estim sted at 90,600 
but, in’ consequence of an early frost, it is said, 
will not produce over 75,000 hogsh ads. Since 
the acquisition of Louisiana, the consumers: have 
paid. about $76,000,000, for the protecting duty 


Oh sugar and molasses, besides about 30,000,000 


oh 
Oa 


probably in the increased price of our domestic- 


‘Bug The quantity imported in the year eng- 
ing the SOth of June last was 174, 607.506 pounds. 

Salt—The duty on salt was first laid by the tas 
For 1789, was afterwards increased, but subse- 


The first | 
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quently repealed by the act of the 3d of March, 
1807, when we had an overflowing Treasury. It 
was renewed suring the war, asa warduty. The 


aggregate quantity imported inthe first seven, 


years of the fifteen was 32,019,575, and in the 
last, 38,779,371 bushels; being an increas: of 
about twenty-one per cent. in'seven years. . Salt 
has been pretected from 1789 to the present time; 
for although the duty was repealed from 1808 to 
1814, our embargo, other restrictions, and war, 
were much more efficient. than thé duty. After 
near half a century we import about as much as 
is manufactured in the United States, even includ- 
ing those establishments in the interior with which 
foreign salt cannot interfere. 

Coal —The duty on coal commenced with the 
tariff of 1789, at two centsa bushel. The state- 
ment referred to exhibits the impojtation of coal 
for fifteen years. The aggregate quantity import- 
ed in the first seven years was 6,038,027, and in 
the list 12,251,642 bushels; being an increase of 
more than one hundred per cent. in seven years. 
Is it not practicable to obtain a statement of the 
produce of all the mines in the United States; but 
it will be sufficient to show the immense increase 
in the consumption of coal, by referring to the 
progress of three mines of anthracite coal, (see 
statement C.) The annual produce, in 1820, was 
365, and in 1836, 682,429 tens. The increase of 
a'l the mines in the same neighborhood, fur the 
present year, is estimated at 250,000 tons. While 
our importations of foreign coal have increased in 
seven years, ending in September, 1845, over the 
seven years ending in 1827, more than one hun- 
dred per. cent. a new branch of the coal trade 
has grown up from nothing to 682 429 tons. 
The whole amount of coal imported in 1821 
was but 17,000 tons; and in 1836 it was about 
60,000 tons, and has been more, The increased 
consumption in these branches alone-—but a email 
preportion of the coal trade of the United States—. 
since 1820, is from about 17,600 to 750,000 tons; 
and, as a writer n defence of the coal duty informs 
us, we are in the present year to edd 250,000; 
makinga million of tons. Without this, however, 
the consumption in these branches has increased 
to furty-four times the quantity consumed sixteen 
years ago. It is very evident that our coai compa- 
nies hsve a much more powerful protection than 
any which the daty affords them, Causes tar more 
effectual and controlling than all our revenue laws, 
have, within a few years, created an extraordinary 
demand for coal, which must increase permanently. 
_The destruction of our forests, the inerease of our 
population, and the enlarged adplication of coal fo 
manufacturing and oiher purposes, must enable 
the producers, taking a series of years together, not 
only to regulate the quantity, bnt the price of this 
commodity. With such evidence of the rapid and 
permanent increase of the consumption ef coal, 
the continuance ofthe duty as a protection cannot 
be justified. The whole duty in 1835 was but 
about $100,000; and ahhough that imported now 
is more than three times the quantity in 1821, the 
whole does not equal twice tie annua! consump- 
tion of the town of Wheeling, in Virginia. The 
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statement below, though relating to ether coun- - 


tries, will show the immense product of coal, and 
its various uses, end proves how ut'erly insignifi- 
cant our importutien of 60,000 tons is, when com- 
pared with the aggregate consumption of the 
United States, The following is the estimated an- 
nual produce of the coal mines in Eygtand and 
Wales, under the diferent heads of consumption: 


By the population - - 20,804,570 tons. 
fron furnaces - - 5,090,000 
Manufactories - - 4,550,600 
Steamboats - - 8,000, 0G! 
Exported - - - 615,925 

Total . - - - 52,970,495 


——— meer 

Wheat,—A duty of 25 cents. a bushel wasim- 
posed on wheat, in 1824, Notice is taken of this 
Aem in his report, merely for the purpose of prov- 
ing its insignificance as a protecting duty, Itis 
an insult to the agricultural interest to attach any 
imporiance to it as a measure of protection. Statz- 
ment D shows that the whole quantity of wheat 


imported intg all our Atlantic pores, from the time 


the duty was laid, in 1824, to the 30th of Septem. 
ber, 1835, embracing a term of eleven years, was 
but 4,832 bushels—about 440 bushels a year. 
Notwithstanding the extraordinary state of trade, 
and the display made about Black Sea, Baltic, and 
German wheat, during 1836, the whole quantity îm- 
ported in the» ear ending the 30th September last, 
at all the ports.on the seaboard, (except the third 
quarter of the year, at Boston, ) was but 317,883 
bushels, paying less than £80,000 duty. In an ag- 
ricultural country like this, remote as itis from 
other grain-growing countries, our farmers have 
nothing to apprekend from importations, There 
are but two causes that can bring. wheat from 
abroad: a failure of crops, when importations 
would be desired by all; and the occasional re- 
currence ofa redundant currency. 

The importations of wheat in 1836 were not 
owirg tothe former cause. Although our crops 
have partially failed in some of the States, there 
is no famine, and the deficiency is not the sole 
causé of the present high price. We hase hada 
redundant currency, which encouraged specuia- 
tion, and raised the prices of commodities gener- 
ally so high, as to produce importations in 1836, 
without regard to the actual wants of the country, 


_A sudden and large addition to our metallic and 


paper currency has made us importers of wheat; 
and had it been practicable, the same cause might 
have made us importers of. the soil which. pro- 
duced it. : 

The duty on wheat is of no consequence in our 
trade with Europe, or any other branch of our 
commerce abroad. By referring: to the table D, it 
wiil be seen that its operation is almost entirely 
confined to our Canatian frontier. . But even there, 
the importations were of very little consequence 
tilt 1835 ; then the duty did not amount to sixty 
thousand dollars, and the imports for 1836 were 
not half the quantity. The duty on whest oper- 
ates very injuriously on our trade with Upper Ca- 
nada. When it was laid in 1824, we were the 
milers and exporters of the Canadians. By im- 
posing a datytof twenty-fre cents, and refusing 

he drawback on exportation on that frontier, we 

have destroyed this branch of trade, a3 far as the 
law could be executed. ‘That, however could not 
be effected on the St. Lawrence and the Nivgara. 
The most serious objection to this duty is, that it 
enab'es the British Government to carry outa poli- 
cy which it wisely adopted some yearsago. ‘The 
produce of the United States is not only admitted 
into Canada free of duty, but enjoys all the alvan- 
tages of Canadian produce in the consumption of 
Great Britain. She thus secures the carrying of 
oar produce, while we, by our own Jaws, deny 
ourselves the profit of exporting the produce of 
Upper Canada, and of furaishing that country with 
supplies. We force trade. through the St. Law- 
rence, instead of encouraging it through our ca- 
nals. rivers and lakes; into which channels it 
would have long since flowed, but for oar own 
laws. Such isthe whole operation of our duty on 
wheat: it affords no protection whatever to agi 
cu'ture, while, with the aid of other laws equally 
unwise, it almost destroys our commerce with 
Upper Canada, and increases the navigation of 
Great Britain. 

Snch is the present condition and the operation 
of protecting duties on some of the most prominent 
branches of our industry. The enlargement and 
the prosperity of our manufactures, and the exist- 
ence of these duties for near haf a century, no 
longer warrant a continuance of these heavy 
charges upon te consumption of the country, un- 
der the pretended necessity of sustaining against 
foreign competition, capitalists and corporations, 
the annual prodece of whos: mincs, factories, and 
plantations is estimated at three hundred milions 
ofdollsrs. Tie agricultural and commercial in- 
tersts might with more justice claim the protec- 
tion of Government; and, as an indemnity for the 


ji sacrifices of half a century, ask for a tax upon that 


capital, nineteeneiwenteths of which has been 
érawn from their labor. With a surplus of fifty 
millions in money and stock, and an income from 
customs and public lands beyond the wants of Go- 
vernment, they have at least aright to. demand that 
the whole burden of supporting Government, and 


sustaining our. capitalists and corporations, shogld 
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not be thrown upon them. If our protected im- 
dustry, great, growing, and profitable as itis, con- 
not now protect itself, it never will; and itis time 
for every consumer to determine whether he will 
submit to perpetual taxation for any such prfpose. 
The statements appended to this report prove can- 
elusively that, notwithstanding the extracrdinary 
increase of cur cwn manufactures, our supplies 
from abroad, through natural and uncontrolabis 
causes, are corstantly increasirg. We cannot 
apologise for the continuance of these taxes, by 
` holding cut any prospect of relief, now or here- 
after. It is time, therefore, thatthe system, as 
such, should be gradually reformed; that all 
branches of cur industry should be placed on the 
same footing; and that cur taxes should give no 
advantage to one man over another. No State 
nor section of this confederacy should hereafter 
be made permanently trbutary to another by the 
operation of our revenue laws. 

Unequal and unjust es our taxes are, it is not 
proposed to remove them ina mode which might 
shock any branch of industry, The immense in- 
crease of the consumption cf coal, and the com- 
paratively insignificant quantity imported from 
abroad, clearly show that the prosperity of thi 
branch is wholly independent of the duty. It is 
‘required neither for protection nor revenue, and 
the committee recommend its repeal. 


ue 
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alf was repealed by the act of July 14, 1832, 
without destroying our salt-works, as was pre- 
dicted; and the remainder may be taken off, with 

_ little injury to them and great benefit to the 
country. Such a tax ought not to be continued 
witb an overflowing Treasury. The committee 
further recommend a general reduction oY cur 
imposts, to the extent of seven millions. For 
the reasons statedin this report, they have not 
endeavored to select articles which would not af- 
fect our industry: the duties upon all these, of 
any importance whatever, have already been re- 
peated, Nor were they disposed to repeal the 
duties upon articles paying a less duty the 
twenty per cent. while other branches of in tus 
try, with no higher claims, were protected by du- 
ties of 30, 50, and upwards of 100 per cent. So 
Jong us the principle of protection is continued, 
justice requires that they should at least be equa- 
lized. Yhat is the basis of the adjustment in the 
act of the 2d March, 1833. By that act, all du- 
ties over 20 per cent, wereto be gradually abo- 
lished, The conimittee propose the same mea- 
sure, but recommend a different process of r 
duction, By the tard? of 1833, the excess of c 
over 20 per cent. were to be reduced one te: 
on the 3lst of December, 1833; one-tenth the Sist 

of December, 1835; one-tenth the Sist of Decem- 

ber, 1837; and one tenth the Sist of Dec r, 

1839: the reminder ofthe excess was to be taken 

off, one-half on the 31st of December, 1841, and 
the other on the 30th of June, 1842. Of those, 
the two first reductions have already been made. 

In estimating the excess for future years, 1834 is 

considered a better criterion than 1835 cr 1836, 

when the importations were unusually large, The 
excess of duty on the gross revenue accruing in 
the year ending 30th Sc ptember, 1334, (see state- 
ment E,) was $9,400,000; from this is to be de- 
ducted the drawback on tho quantity exported, 
which would probaly leave the excess of duty over 

20 per cent. on the quantity remaining for 

sumption atseven millions, Assuming Uia.as t 

nett excess, and that the same amount of impor- 
tations should continue tll 1842, the following 
would be the prespective operation of the act of 

the 2d March, 1833; 

Excess E - > : 

Deduct one-tenth 31st Dec. 1837 


Deduct one-tenth 3ist Dec. 18359 -~ 630, G00 
§. 670,000 
Deductloneshalf 31st Dee. 1841 > 2,835, 00% 


2.835,000 į 


Deduct one-half 30th June, 1842 
hus the aet proposes to reduce the excess 


2.835.000 


e 


They also | 
pas to repeal the duty remaining on sit; one- | 


wih | 


ti 


$7,000,000 | 
760,000 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


Tse. a 


i months. 


| Afty per cent. and,on heavy and cheap merchan- 


| nen-intercourse, and war, the burden and sacrifices 


z 


1,330,000 dolars in five years, and 5,670,000 dob | 
lars in six .nonths, 
not cb 


If the state of our finances did 

us to anticipate this reduction of our fe- 

i z should induce ua to || 

and unequal process cf ; 

gn trade constantly and | 

ctures will be | 
i 
i 
1 


change this extracrdnary 
reduction. With a forei 
permanently increasing, © 
as much aficeted in 1842 + 
If they can, as is propose 
near six y 
will certain 
third of seven m 


will be in 1838. 


f 

| 
a reduction of 
ss insix months, they | 
e affected by taking off the 
lions every six for eighteen | 


The committee, therefore, propose that 
dof the excess should be reduced on the 
30:h September next; one-half of the remainder į 
on the 31st of March, 1838; and the other half on 
the 30:h September, 1838. Assuming an excess 


of seven millions, the reduction would be, viz: i 
57,000,000 
One-third, September 20, 1837 - 2,333,333 
i 
4,666,667 
One half, March 31, 1858 -> - 2 333,333 
One-half, September 30, 1838 - 2,333,333 


Such a reducticn would increase and dim:nish | 
with the rise ent fil of importations, and could 
not materially affect these branches of industry, 
producing ennuaily, as is estimated, three hundred 
millions, and distributed, es this reduction would | 
be, smong them all. Hesides, even efter these 
high duues are reduced to twenty per cent. they 
witlstill, with the charges ofimporiation, cash duties, 
and short credits, enjoy a protection of forty to 


a 


dise, much snore. As to the proprietors of our 
salt-works, iron-works, and coal mines beyond the 
mountzings, Gur imposis do not affect them, as they 
enjoy a natural monopoly, and regulete beth the | 
price and the quantity of their productions. 

It isthe vice of our plan of levying taxes for 
the support of Government, that we can make no. 
change in our revenue laws without affecting | 
some interest. In the prc s of our legislation, | 
and of our intercourse with foreign nations for the 
last half century, with cur fariffs, embargoes, 


i 
have fallen on the non-protected, the profits on | 
the protected, branches of our industry. A pe- | 
riod has arrived, when a measure of an oppo:ite 
character is demanded by the highest considera- | 
tions. it is the du'y of ali interests to yield to į 


the paramount necessity of reducing the revenue | 
of the Unitet States to the wants of the Govern- 
Tent; and the committee report a bill for that | 
purpose. 


from 


» collet 


ers of the Unite tes by duties on 'i 
LIL MECTCRAM OLE. | 
nae ES | 
Hin i813} $13,224,623 25 | 
i814] 5,993,172 08 | 
$4.599,4 1815) 7,282,942 22 | 
In 1792| 3,443,6 1816, 36,306,874 88 ; 
1793] 4,255,506 1817; 26,283,348 49 | 
1794| 4,861.65 < 18igl 17,176,385 00 | 
1793| 5,533,463 1819| 20,283,508 76 | 
1796! 6,567 927 15,005,612 15 | 
1797; 7.549.649 13.004.447 15 | 
1798; 7,106,061 17,589 761 94 | 
1799| 6,810,449 SLi 19,088 433 44 | 
1600) 91089,932 73 || 17,878,525 71 | 
1891] 10,730 77 ce 26,093,713 45 | 
209! 12.438 225 74 | 93,341,331 77 | 
1503| 10,479,417 61 i 19,712,233 29 | 
12641 11,693,565 33 || 1826 ERASE ot | 
95! 12,936,487 04 || 1 22,681,965 91 | 
Laal 14.667 698 17 | ie | 21,922,391 39 i 
1807| 15,845,521 Si || 1 zil 24,274,441 77 | 
1808, 163635359 58 || 1833| 28,465,257 24 | 
18091 7,295020 53 | 1833) 29,032, 508 91; 
1810] 8,583,309 31 | 1834) 16,214,957 15 | 
181i} 12,513,222 73 | 1835| 19,591,310 59 | 
1812] 8,958,777 53 | 1836) 23,000,000 90 | 
1 - — 
i | *682,547,842 84 | 
| 


“To whieh may be added the expenses of collection for 48 years. 


TLIIS CRASSA 


[The other tables »ppended to 
large that they cannot conveniently be-publish- 
éd.— Eds. Globe.) cg 


A bill to reduce the revenue of: the United States 
. to the wants of the Government.: > 
“Beit enacted, €e. That from and after the 30th 
day of September next, in all: cases wheré ditties 
are imposed on foreign imposts by the act ‘of ‘the 
14th. of July, 1832, entitled ‘An act to: alter 
and amend the several acts imposing duties on im- 
posts,’ or by any other aet, shall exceed. twenty 
per centum on the value thereof, one third part of 
such excess shall be deducted; from and after the 
Sist of March, 1838, ene half of- the- residue of 
such excess shall be deducted; and on’ the.30th 
September, 1838, the other half shall be deduct- 
ed, any thing in the act of 2d of March, 1833, te 
the contrary notwithstanding. POE EN 4 
“ Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That. from 
and after the 30ih of September next, . the duties 
on salt and coal shall ‘be, and the same-are here- 
by, repealed.” ; 
The bill having been twice read, and the reading 
of the report being cencluded, can 
Mr. CAMBRELENG moved that the bill be 
committed to a Committee cf the. Whole on the 
state of the Union, and thst the bill and report be 
printed. à Pinani 
Mr. LAWRENCE said, as a member of ‘the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and one- of the mil- 
nority of that committee upon this subject, he 
hoped he might be permitted, in the outset, to 
express his entire dissent from the. pridciples 
laid down both in the bill and in the report. . 
Sir, said Mr. L. this isa measure of great impor: 
tance—no lese than a bill to reduce the revenues 
of this country, which were proposed by the law 
of 1832 not ta be reduced ti‘). 1842, that isin five 
years and a half from this time, 1t was, he. re 
peated, a bill to. bring down the revenues of the 
country, in the short period of eighteen months, as 
much as was proposed by the law of 1832 in five 
years and a haif. He wished, therefore, the mem 
bers of the House to reflect for a moment upon 
the principles contained in thet report, al d those 
contained in the bill. He put the question, to the 
members of that House, whether there was any. se- 
rious, any abiding feeling there that that bill waa 
to become the law of the land? This question 
should be answered, for the bill was of so much 
importance, that it was a necessary duty that 
House owed to the country that it shoul be ad- 
vised that auch legislation was contemplated upon 
the great interests of the country. ‘ 
What was tobe the effect, merely, of simply re. 
orting this bill now? It was to create a pame 
i What 


p 


from one end of the country to the other: 


| was its present atate from Maine to Georgia? What 
| was the state of our finances? 


How. did’ they 
stand with reference to pecuniary facilities? Why 
that inail the great commercial cities of the east, 
(and he understood it to be worse and higher in 
the new States,) money was from 15 to 20 or 30 
per cent per annum. Sir, said he, there is alrea. 
dy a panic, growing out of the peculiar condition 
in which the finances of the country had been 
placed, and the effect of the proposition then bo- 
fore the House was to increase that panic, and 
how? You come down. hare, and propose a re- 
duction upen all articles of import of 10 per cent. 
in six months, 10 per ceat more In HX raontha 
thereafter, and 10 per ceat more in the ensuing 
six monihs. Los 
Mr. MANN of New York raised the polat of or- 
der, whether the merits of the bill were. open to 
debato at this incipient stage. ie sai 
Mr. LAWRENCE would go through in one moe 
aoe of “Go on!” tgo on!” “go on!” from 
several parts of the House.) É 
Mr. MANN remarked, that the debate was en- 
tireiy irregular; but if the House were disposed 
that it should goon, it could, of course, #0 order. 
Mr. LAWRENCE said he intended to conclude 
his remarks, by moving to lay the bill on the table. 
He proceeded. He wished to ap eal to a few 
gentlemen of that House on the subject.’ Me ap- 
pealed, then, te the Represcaladyes from the State 


of Pennsylvania, fo 
whether this bill‘be°a party measure, (he hoped it 
was not,) but he appealed to’ the members from 
that State, and asked them.if they were ready to 
sanction: and adopt the doctrines of that bill and 
report? : He appealed ‘next to.the members from 
thé ‘State of New. York.. He had been told that 
that State was.in<favor-of this system, but he did 
wnot--believe “it: -He ‘knew there were many 
gentlemen from that: State on that flocr in 
vor of .this..system, but a majority of. ber 
ple, he had -no hesitation. in sayings so far 
he-knew. them, never would sustain the 
es set forth in that report. 
Ly {Mr Mann exclaimed: He knows very little, 
then, about.the sentiments of that people!} 


Mr, Le also appealed .to the State of Ohio, and | 


to all: the great and growing States of the West, 
if they had no interest in this question? Was 
there a gentleman upon this floor, truly repre- 
senting his constituents, who would get up in his 
place, and say he was. willing to place the whole 
industry of his country upon the same foundation 
‘asithat .of foreign nations? He could anticipate 

their answer. It would be in the negative, He 
appealed ‘next to New England, to. the whole of 

New.England;, he would appeal to the State of 
Connecticut, whose delegation composed a por- 

tion of the administration party in that House, if 

they -would dare go home to their constituents 
with this report. in their hands, end say to them, 

{this is.our doctrine; we will stand or fall by it.” 

‘Sir, they would not be sustained for an hour if 
they did so. When he’appealed to New England, 
he was aware there was a diversity of opinion up- 
on this subject; but he was confident there was no 
difference of opinion on one point; and that was, 
that:this ‘extraordinary reduction, brought forward 
ary thi €, and under the circumstances, was 

without the shadow of a plea for it. 

- What had they been told by the Secretary of 
the Treasury? “What did the departments say? 
Wid not they tell them that, in their opinion, the 
revenue would fall short during the present year? 
Did not the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, after mak- 
ing his estimat: s, and who knew better, state that 
the revenue, afte” the appropriation made on the 

st of December next, would be short at least 

hree: millions, of dollars? And what did they 

‘know about the revenue of 1838? Who could say 

what would be derived from the customs or from 
the public lands? Who could tell what con- 
tingencies might cavise in that interval? 

Again ‘he ‘denounced the bill as å monstrous 
measure, fraught with the most dangerous conse- 
quer ces, and whose effect would be to weaken, if 
not break down, the bonds of confidence and credit 
which ought mutually to subsist between men and 
communities, He sgain and again reitera’ed his 
appeal to gentlemen of the administration party 
from Pennsylvania, Connecticut and New Hamp- 
shire, &¢. to come out and avow if they were in 
favor of this bill, or that they believed it to be for 
the interest of the country. Mr. L. then went on 
to show that the principles of free trade ought not 
tv be attempted in this country until a correspond- 
ing feeling had been’ exhibited by Great Britain 
and the continent of Europe, for they taxed for- 
eign ‘articles most heavily, particularly tobacco, 
bacon and hams, coals, &c. tHe was referring to 
the-British tarif on imported articles, when, 

The CHAIR interposed, and said the whole me- 
rits of the bill were not open at that stage. 

“Mr. LAWRENCE wished to speak of the ef. 
fects of sending this bill out to the people, and 
after doing 30, should move to lay. it on the table. 
„The CHAIR had merely apprised the gentle- 
man that the merits of the bill were not o 
a motion to print and refer it. 

Mr. LAWRENCE inquired if a motion to re- 
jest.it would be in order. eae 
< Fhe CHAIR replied not in that stage, 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Would it be in order to 

move its indefinite postponement? Me te Le 

The CHAIR. That motion would be in order; 


not open on 


but the motion to lay on the table would take pre- 
eedence. 28 . 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Would that moti 

the discussion? = sad ae 


e purpose of ascertaining - 
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The CHAIR replied, that a motion to postpone 
indefinitely opened the whole merits of a propo- 
sition. : x f E 

Mr. LAWRENCE then moved the indefinite 
postponement of the bill. ; 

Mr. L. proceeded. -He would assure the House 
that he would take up very little time, but he 
simply wished to show the House the inevitable 
effect of adopting this bill, As an instance of 
this, he would advert te some arti-les of import 
imported into Great Britain, showing the impolicy 
of introducing the free trade system into this 
country. N 

In England, bam and bacon, on importation, 
paid a duty of six cents a pound. Unmanufac- 
tured tobacco sixty-seven cents a pound, while 
manufactured tobacco paid no less than eight dol- 
lars a pound. Even coal, strenge as it might 
seem, for it could be hardly conceived whence 
competition in that article could come, paid a du- 
ty of nine dollars a ton, or two pounds sterling. 
Tallow candles fourteen cents.a pound, while 
spermaceti, of which large quantities were made 
in this country, paid no less than fifty-six cents a 
pound. 

Mr. L. said he could go on at great length and 
show that on whatever interfered with the indus- 
try of Great Britain, she imposed heavy protec- 
tive duties; and tke continent pretty much fol- 
lowedher example. He would put it, therefore, 
to gentlemen—to practical gentlemen especially— 
whether, if the duties were ail taken off, more 
would be exported than at present? It appeared 
to him a solecism, unless foreign countries did 
the same. 

He did not believe the exportation of a single 
article would be increased, unless we first made a 
treaty, cr some regulations, in reference to the arti- 
cle itself. Mr. L. then appealed to the cotton 
growers, and went on to show that as Great Britain 
was extending her importation of that article from 


„other quarters, she would necessarily require less 


from the United States, The quantity, and the 
quality to^, from other countries, imported by 
her was increasing every year. Up to the 30th of 
June last year, the quantity she imported from 
the Kast Indies was double what it was the year 
before. Nor was that all: she was now importing 
largely from Egypt, Peru, the Brazils, and other 
places; and the quantity and quality from those 
countries was immeasurably augmenting. 


Mr. VANDERPOEL then rose and moved the 
orders ofthe day, remarking that it seemed as if 
all the businegs of the session had to give way to 
debates on propositions in their incipiency. 

The House refused to proceed to the orders 
—ayes 58, noes 74. 


Mr. McKAY said before the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. Lawrence) proceeded, he 
wished to draw the attention of the Chair to the 
103d rule; and to inquire Ist, if it was necéssary, 
under his construction of that rule, to commit that 
bill; and 2d, if discussion could be entertained on 
the day the bill was introduced. Mr. McK. then 
read the rule in question, which isin the following 
words: 

“103. Nomotion or proposition for a tax or 
charge upon the people shall be discussed the day 
in which it is made or offered; and every such pro 
position shall receive its first discussion in a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House,’ i 

The CHAIR said, if any of the provisions of the 
bill went to create a tax or charge upon tse peo- 
ple, it must be conmitted. ; 

Mr. LAWRENCE. It is quite the other way, 
sir, because it goes to reduce the taxes. ; 

The CHAIR expressed some doubts, as the 
question was one that had not, to his reccllection, 
ever before been decided. 

Mr. MERCER remarked that the motion to 
postpone indefinitely rode over every other. 
The CHAIR. Suppose the previous question 


-were demanded, what would be the main ques- 


‘tion? - 
Mr. MERCER. The motion te postpone i defi- 
nitely. p 

The CHAIR, Certainly not. 


? It would be 
on the engrosgment of the bill. 


The Chair thea 


suggested that, perhaps, the best mode of obvi. | 


ating any difficulty would be to proceed to the 
orders of the day, and suffer the subject to lie 
over till to-morrow, when, as a report from a 
committee, it woald be the first business in order 
as soon as the journal was read. 

Mr. LAWRENCE had a very few words to 
say, and if the House would permit him to pro- 
ceed, he pledged himself not to occupy more than 
three minutes. - j f 

Mr. MANN of New York remarked that the 
former practice of the House, repeatedly decided, 
had been to commit such bills. He adverted to 
the great advantage the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts had over the other members of the House, 
if, as was the obyi.us intention of the rule just re- 
ferred to, one day’s reflection were not allowed upon 
this bill, before debate upon it progressed, since 
the gentleman was a member of the committee 
which reported it. - i i 

Though Mr. M. was not prepared to go into the 
debate, he could nevertheless make a very satis- 
factory answer to the question propounded to 
the State he had the honor, in part, to represent, 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts. _Mr. Mann 
then went on to contend that no other con- 
struction could be put upen the 103d rule, 
than that this subject, and all subjects. on 
their first inroduction should lie over a day 
for consideration.. Any other interpretation put 
upon it, and it might as well be erased from 
the rules altogether. He could not help admi- 
ring the ingenuity with which the gentleman 
seemed to take time by the forelock, hurling his 
denunciations against a measure few but himself 


' had seen, and sending out an inflammatory speech 


o the country, before any one else hadan op- 
portunity of replying to him. Mr. M, read the 
rule (as given above) and asked if language could 
be more plain or positive than that such a propo- 
sition could not be discussed on the day of its in- 
trodaction, Why, the very object of that rule 
was— : 

Mr. REED here called the gentleman from New 
York to order, on the ground that the Chair had 
notas yet given its decision, and debate could only 
be entertained on an appeal, 

The CHAIR. repeated his former suggestion, as 
the best mode of obviating the difficulty. 

Mr. LAWRENCE had no objection to give 
way to the orders of the day, if it should be the 
pleasure of the House. 

Mr. CRAIG hoped the House would order the 
report to be printed; so that at least other mem. 
bers might be putin possession of the subject they 
were discussing. 

Mr. ADAMS inguired if the House could pro- 
ceedto the orders before the question en the re- 
jection of the bill had been decided. Besides the 
billhad not yet been ordered toa second reading 

The CHAIR remarked that it had, 

Mr. ADAMS. It las not. 

The CHAIR stated the question, A bill had 
been reported, and read twice. The gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. Owens) called for the reading of 
the report; «fter which a motion was made by the 
gentleman who introduced it, to refer it to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Pending which motion, the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts moved the postponement of the bill. 
The Chair said that it was perfectly compe- 
tent for the House to proceed to the orders of the 
day, and the Chair would take the sense of the 
House upon that motion. 

Mr. BELL contended that the Chair had no 
right to entertain any motion so reiterated. 

The CHAIR replied that it was repeatedly 
done. Motions were frequently made to proceed 
to the orters of the day; which, being unsuccessful, 
were aiterwards repeated, 

T ate BELL, I remember no instance of the 
ind. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG. I have done it twenty - 


| times within my immediate recollection; and I have 


known it done when the gentleman from Tennes- 
see himself (Mr. Beli) filled the chair, and always 
entertained the motions. 

The CHAIR. ‘Che House can go to the orders 
of the day at any time, and if the motion be unsuc- 
cessfal at on2 time, it may be renewed at another. 
Such has been the known practice of the House. 


Mr. BELL. 1 enter my protest against it now, 

whatever may have been the practice heretofore, 
The CHAIR. The Chair decides the motion to 

proceed to the orders of the day to bein order. 

Mr. BELL appealed from that decision, in order, 
he said, to make a few remarks against it. Mr. 
B. then- went on to argue that by the deci- 
sion, of the Chair, the whole business of 
the House might be arrested, since a few 
members might continually renew the me- 
tion and weary the House until it assented, 
cr arrest any discussion then going on. It 
did not follow, that because a certain practice, 
which was wrong per se, could be right because it 
had been occasionally indulged in, and suffered to 
pass sub silentio, to use the Speaker’s words the 
other morning. Having concluded the few words 
he had to say, he withdrew his appeal. 

Mr. THOMAS inquired by whom the motion 
had been made to proceed to the orders of the 
day? i - ; 

Mr. MANN said he had made the motion. 

Mr..THOMAS appealed to Mr. Mann to with- 
draw the motion that the House proceed to the 
orders of the day. He said it appeared to bim 
to be but reasonable to permit the members who 
composed the minority of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, to. make explanations verbally in 
Nieuw of a report. Such a course had been often 
pursued in the House on grave occasions. It was 
but a courteous and customary indulgeneé. Let 
the speeches of the mirority go forth with the re- 
port of the majority, and the public would be put 
in possession of both sides of the question, 

The CHAIR reminded the gentleman that the 
question was not debatable. 

Mr. THOMAS asked permission to remind the 
gentleman of an instance in which the members 
of a committee, who were in the minority in the 
House, had been indulged. He referred to the 
case of the Bank Committee in 1832. In that 
case, the four members of the committee who 
were .against the bank, had. been permitted, by 
almost a unanimous vote of the House, when the 
friends of the bank had adecided majority, to sub- 
mit verbal explanations. Other instances could, 
with great facility, be referred to, but it was un- 
necessary. 

‘Mr. MANN said he wished the same opportunity 
afforded to him that had been given to the gentle. 
man from Tennessee. 


The CHAIR remarked, that if appeals. were 
taken to enter into debate, that debate must be 
confined to the question of order. 

Mr. MANN wished the same indulgence ex- 
tended to him as to others, 

The CHAIR would put the motion on proceed- 
ing to the orders of the day 

The House again refused—ayes 73, noes 86. 


Mr. MANN then made the point of order on the 
103d rule, (as given above.) 


The CHAIR said: ft did not appear to him upon 
the face ofthe bill, that it required commitment. 
Did it propose an imposition of duties, and there- 
by a tax or charge upon the people? Jt appeared 
to him not; and he could not, therefore, take upon 
himself to decide that it must necessarily go to a 
Committee of the Whole. That, however, was a 
matter for the sound discretion of the House, who 
would decide it upon reasons of expediency or 
propriety, as it saw fit. 

Mr. MANN observed that, from this decision, 
he felt himself bound to take an appeal, and upon 
that appeal he was not disposed to enter largely 
into the question, because itseemed to him that 
jt was so obvious, under the 103d rule of the 
House, and former decisions made thereon, which 
must be within the recollection of every gentle- 
man who has had the honor ofa seat there for any 
length of time, that this subject ought to be com- 
mitted. Mr. M. then said that the case was nota 
perallel one with that which the gentleman from 
Maryland “ad alluded to. It would be recollected 
by the gentleman from. Maryland, (Mr. Thomas,) 
that in the case of the Bank Committee, the mi 
nority brought: in their report et the same time 
with the majority; and this had been the practice 


so long.as. he recollected. ‘That case, then, wag. 


not a paralle! one with this, i 


Mr. CAMBRELENG observed that it was pro- 


‘per for him to state, that no report of the minority 


of the committee had ever been presented to the 
consideration of the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 


The CHAIR remarked that that fact would have 
no bearing on the question before the House. 


Mr. INGERSOLL, by the permission of the 
House, stated that the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means was correct in what he had said, 
Mr. Thad been. instructed to prepare a report on 
the part of the minority; but the minority deter- 
mined, subsequently, that, because the measure 
might have the appearance of being brought in on 
party considerations, they would make no minori- 
ty report; but leave every member of the com- 
mittee to give his own views, when the subject 
came before the House. 


Mr. MANN said that on this question of order, | 


he would like to inquire of honorable gentlemen 
or the Chair, if they did not consider this proposi- 
tion to be a charge upon the people? Suppose 
it be passed intoa law, what would be its opera- 
tion? Would any gentieman rise and tell him that 
under the law, ifit ever became a law, that it 
would not collect a tax, or-raise a revenue, from 
the people of the United States? Could you col- 
lect the tax without this law, if you pass it? The 
provisions of the bill are, that after such and such 
dates and times, the revenue to be raised will be 
such and such sums? He asserted, then, that it 
was as much a bill to raise revenue as it would be 
possible for the Committee of Ways and Means to 
draw up. Onitsface it had the appearance of 
being a bill to reduce the revenue; but when you 
come ‘to apply its provisions, in its broadest 
terms, it would be seen that its purpose 
and object was to raise a revenue. Was it 
not by its title a revenue bill? Now, judging 
from the course adopted by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. Lawrence) on the introduction 
of this bill, it must be supposed” that he consider- 
ed ita revenue bill; and a bill which to him, being 
largely engaged in the manufacturing business, 
was extremely odious, so much so that that gentle- 
man found it necessary to promulgate his senti- 
ments to the House, and to the world, even before 
the provisions of the bill were understood. Mr, M 

considered that by the rule, this bill ought to be 

committed, so that gentlemen might have time tc 

prepare their sentiments; and as a member of the 

House who was, perhaps, to be in the minority on 
this question, he must claim the protection of those 
rules, so thathe might have time to prepare his 
sentiments, and send them ont to the world along 
with those of the gentleman from Massachusetts; 
and refute the assertions of the gentleman that Mr, 
M’s constituents were opposed to this measure. 


Was he to sit there and hear the gentleman from 
Massachusetts send out to the world, a statement 
that his (Mr. M’s) constituents were opposed to 
this bill, and have no opportunity to refute it? 
Hehoped not. Mr.. M- had been long enough on 
that floor to find out that there were indirect as 
well as direct means of getting an opportunity to 
express one’s sentiments. 


M. VINTON rose toa point of order. H econ- 
sidered the gentleman was not in order in this 
debate. 

. The CHAIR said he considered the gentleman 
from New York was taking too wide a range. 

Mr. MANN hoped, as the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts had been permitted to express hissen- 
timents so fully, he might have leave to proceed, 
With a view to give the Chair an opportunity.to 
search for precedents, Mr. M. had moved that 
the House proceed to the orders of the day; 
but as the House hed seen fit to decide other- 
wise, and this debate wes continued, he hoped 
gentlemen would not complain if the debate was 
a little extended on this appeal; and if they 
did. complain, he asked them to apply the 
rules upon which they uttered the complaint 
to themselves.. He asked gentlemen to put their 
hands upon their own breasts, and say whether 
they had any just grounds of complaint. This 
bill had been met with the most bitter and unusual 
opposition. Important as the character of it was, 


, GLOBE. 


motions had been madeé ‘to’ lay it én th 
its first reading. Why not let it take the ordi 
course, and let it go to the Committee of the Wh 
Were they to understand that the gentleman’ 
Massachusetts was totally opposed to a redaction of: 
taxes on the people? -If'so, he should like to hear 
the gentleman proclaim it on that floor: He 
sidered that this rule was-misconstrued and’ 
plied ata time when it should have the most‘libe- 
ral construction. EA m 
Mr, OWENS stated that when the bill was sent 
to the Chair, he bad moved that the bill and ré- 
port be read in cxtfenso; and when the readiag of 
the report had been concluded, the bill went‘im- 
mediately to its second reading.’ After‘that the 
Chairman of the Committee’ of Ways and ‘Means, 
(Mr. Cambreleng) rose and moved that it be com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whol on the state of 
the Unien; and upon that motion being made, ‘the 
gentleman from Massachusetts made his objections, ` 
He presumed that this fact must be within the 
recollection of every member. ; SL ne 
Mr. MANN was aware that this bill had been 
read a second time by its title, because he had 
paid particular attention to it at the time; theres 
fore to reject it without a single moment’s cotiside-- 
ration would be treating this important question 
with great disrespect. He had taken the appeal 
for the purpose of preserving a correct administra. 
tion of the rules of the House, and he trusted tha 
the Chair, upon reflection, would ‘decide ‘in ač: 
cordance with Mr. M’s views. | ° PA ee 
Mr. VANDERPOEL said that there ‘could’ 
no doubt that the decision of the Speaker was còr- 
rect; but before he said what he had to say upon , 
the point immediately under discussion, he would 
remark that he was not at all surprised at the sen- 
sibility which many gentlemen had discovered àt 
the introduction of this bill. It wasa bill which, 
if it became a law, would materially, if not vitally, 
affect great interests, that had sprung up under, 
and been fostered by, the past legislation ‘of the 
country; and no genti man, who had a faint idea of 
the force and magnitude of the manufacturing 
terest of the country, could have reasonab 
agined that a bill of this description could b i 
introduced, without producing much ferment and’ 
agitation. It was not, therefore, strange that’ the 
minority of the committee should be anxious that’ 
their views in relation to this all-important sub- 
ject should go forth with the report of the majori- 
ty. An elaborate and able report, assailing the’ 
whole protective policy recognised by past legis- 
lation, had just been read to us; and for his part, 
without, at this stage of the bill, avowing himself 
either for or against it, he thought it but just and 
reasonable that the minoriy of the committee 
should be permitted, if they desired to do sò, to 
express their dissent to its doctrines and conclu- 
sions, that they thus might be able to send forth 
to the people the antidofe to what they evidently 
conceived to be adane. They surely, according: 
to all parliamentary usage, had the right to pre- 
sent a minority report; and if, instead of availing 
themselves of this privilege, they saw fit togive ug 
here an oral exposition of their grounds of dissent, 
we ought not, when we considered the importance 
of the subject, to deny to them this privilege, 
He owed it to himself to ‘explain the motive 
that had impelled him, a few moments ago, to 
submit the motion that the House proceed to the 
orders of the day. He surely did not make thig 
motion with the view of muzzling the honorable 
gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Lawrence,) 
who then hai the floor, but because there was 
another subject before the House, which, in jus- 
tice to the Executive Departments of this Govern- 
ment, cught to be immediately disposed of. It 
had already contributed to the consumption of 
too much of the precious time of this House; and, 
until it was finaliy acted upon, it would frustrate 
every effort to enter upon, or execute, the im- 
portant matters that demanded our attention. 
There was poor Michigan knocking at our doer, 
with a perfect right to be admitted, and yet post- 
poned, day after day, fo the stale standing dish 
that was presented to us by the resolution of the 
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wise.) . Here 
was just interposed a ‘new subject of infinite 
moment, that might possibly consume the residue 


sy 


of the session; and, important as it was, he felt 
anxivus when-he made the motion to proceed to 
the orders of the day, to rid ourselves, b-fore we 
centered upon a new matter, of that great hook to 
hang interminable speeches on. [He meant the 
“resolution. of the géntleman from Virginia.] The 
‘days of this Congress would very soon be num 
‘þerëd;: and: if) we continued, as we hitherto had 
‘done; to rush into new subjects before we hal 
finished: the one on hand, we would, at the end 
of the. session, be entitled to the merit of having 
be n:yery busy without having accomplished any 
thing. 


«Me would now add a remark or two in relation | 


the appeal now under consideration, It was con- 
tended by his colleague, (Mr. Mann,) that this 
bill could not be discussed to day, because one of 
the rules. of this House provided, that “no mo- 
tion or proposition for atax or charge upon the 
pcople, shall be discussed the day on which it is 
made or offered ;. and every such proposition shall 
_peceive its frst discussion m a Committee of the 
ole House.” > Mr: V. said he knew not what 
-We precedents were upon the point, whether this 
bill ‘must, under, this rule, be committed, but he 
knew what they ought to be. The bill under 
consideration surely was no proposition ‘for a 
Aax or a charge upon the people.” It was the 
very opposite of this. It was proposition to re- 
lieve the people from charges and taxation, as its 
very title indicated. It was a bill “to bring, down 
‘the revenues to the wants of the Government,” 
and did not, therefore, come either within the kt- 
der or spirit of the rule. It was obvious that it did 
pot:come: within the spirit of the rule; for no one 
üld doubt as to the reason upon which the rule 
vunded, It had its origin in a beief, that 
as best to give all propositions to increase the 
urthens-of the peopte such a direction as would 
secure to them the utmost care and deliberation. 
‘It was well known, that in a Committee of the 
: “Whole House we were more at liberty to amend, 
Crscusa, and, if you please, erpostulate, than in 
‘the House, an. it was to guaranty this great privi- 
Jege of free discussion, that it had been wisely 
‘ordained, that every proposition to tax or charge 
_ ‘the people should receive its first discussion in a 
Comm ttee of the Who'e House. But this being 
‘@ proposition not to tax, but to relieve from laxa- 
‘tik, is surely not subject to this rule. 
| But while he was very clear that the bill need 
ot, ea necessitate, be committed to a Committee 
ofthe Whole House, he would certainly, when 
the. proper time arrived, vote for its commitment, 
iecause he deemed it right that a bill of this im- 
“portance should be” committed, The question 
whether, as mater of expediency, it ought to be 
committed, was, however, very different from the 
„question, whether it must be committed, and thus 
preclude all di bate on this day. He had not a 
doubt that the decision of the Speaker was right, 


: The point of order was further discussed, and 
the decision.of the Chair advocited, by Messrs, 
SUTHERLAND and TOUCEY. 


The CHAIR then reiterated the grounds of his 
decision, and 


Mr. MANN withdrew his appeal. 


so Mr. TOUCEY then renewed the motion that 
the: House proceed to the orders of the day; which 
motion was-ldst without a division. 


Mr. LAWRENCE resumed, He was very 
sorry, he said, that any remarks of his should 
have been the cause of consuming so much time 
of the Houses and nothing but the peculiar posi- 
tion which be occupied, as a member of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, would: have induced 
him to trespass on its attention. Occupying that 
position, he felt himiself bound to protest against 

-this bill, as being a project as monstrous as any 
that had ever been presented to the people of the 
United States. When interrupted, Mr. L. said, 
‘hé had remarked that he had a word to say-to the 


ni ernment 


‘gotten growers of the country in relation to this - 


bill.“ What he meant to say to them was, that they 
have some. interest in this great question. They 


have a common interest, as well as the manu- 


‘crop of cotton. 


\ er they are goine for this bill. 
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havea particular interest in this bill besides, in 
regard to their own staple. From data before him it, 
was demonstrable that the quantity of cotton con- 
sumed in the United States, at this moment, is equal 


to what the whole crop of the country was in the 


year 1820, some sixteen or seventeen years ago. 
This he sta'ed as a-fact not to be disputed. And the 
consumption here, moreover, is at this time as 
great as the consumption was in England two or 
three and twenty years ago. We consume now, 
in the manuf.ctures of this country,’more than a 
fifth, and nearly a fourth, ef the whole present 
n. Was it-nothing, besides, to the 
growers of cotton, that Great Britain, the great 
consumer of our cotton, is actually now importing 
it from every country that produces it? Is that 
nothing to the producer of it in this country? 
And is this atime to reduce and almost destroy 
the consumption of it here? i 

Rut (Mr. L. said) he would not now go into this 
subject at large—he might do so.on some other 
fitting gccasion: he had risen this morning, not 
with a view to make a speech, but to wash his 
hands, as a member of the Financial Committee, 
of any share in the production of this bill, or the 
report.which accompanies it. ` He owed it (he said) 
to himself—he owed it to his constituents—he 
owed it to! is country, to do so, because he believ- 
ed the bill fraught with every sort of mischief, 
amongst which was its direct tendency to increase 


the existing embarrassment in the commercial 
. communities. 


‘For himself: (he said) he had no 
ulterior political objects.to serve by his course in 
this House:on this or any other question: he asked 
for nothing—he feared nothing: he was neither an 
office-hokler nor an office-secker. But his object 
in addressing the chairman was to ascertain, and 
let the country know, whether this biil was or was 
not a political measure. Me had had no opportuniiy 
toascertain that faet. 
he) whether there is any concert rf action here, 
upon this bill, among the administration party. 
The country oug!:t to know, and to know at once, 
whether this be a purty measure or note I hope, 
sir, that itis not. For that reason, sir, it was that 
I appealed to the Representatives from Connecti- 
cut, as deeply interested in this question as any 
State in the Union—to the Representatives from 
New Hampshire, from Rhode Island—from all 
New England, and from Pennsylvania, the latter 
the authors (1 was going to say) and the consistent 
supporters of the protective system i now call 
upon them all to rise in their places and say wheta- 
I want the country 
ta know this. It is due to the people. that they 
should know whether a bill is going to pass this 
House by the votes of those Representatives, which 
will prostrate to the earth most important interests 
of the country. I profess, sir, some practical 
knowlecge of the subject; and I pronounce. this 
bill fraught with consequences fatal to thousands 
of individuals, Ithas been said that a bill embrac- 
ing such provisions as the bill now before the 
House, is a bill for the benefit of the poor. 
deny the truth of the proposition. This is a bil 
the title of which should be a Bill to make Tur nicu 
RICHER, AND THE POOR POORER. E 
Mr. L. here traced the passage of such a bill 
as this to its probable consequences. He suppos. 
ed the case of an Indiv:dual in Pennsylvania, or 
in Connecticut, engaged in manufactures, the cost 
of whose buidings and fixtures has been ten 
thousand dollars, upon which (a common case) 
there was a mortgage for one-half the cost. To 
pay off this mortgage, when his emp'oyment for 
his machinery fails, his property is sold. Who 
buys it? Isit the poor man who purchases in such 
cas:s? Not at all: but he who has redundant 
capital. What is now the case, Mr. L. asked, in 
those parts of the country where pecuniary pres- 
sure is felt? Go into your cities, and you will find 
that the men who have a small or a middling pro- 
perty are paying at the rate of from 15 to 30 per 
cent. per annum for money. Who is it that is 
reaping the profit? Is it the poor man? No, sir, 
it is the rich capitalist, or those who are allowed 
to use his eapital. If there was ever a system de- 
vised on-earth to throw the property of the coun- 
try into the hands of the few at the expanse of the 


I would like to Know (said 


Sir, I 


many, it is the present financial system of the 
United States. I know it, sir, and 1 am willing 
that my judgment of the matter sha!l go to the 
country, for every practical man will know that 
what I say is trues- Ay, sir, and the bill on your 
table gocs to a much further extent than this, for 
it reaches the lubor of the country. In one month 
after the paszage of this bill, the business of every 
manufacturer and dealer in the country will be 
contracted. It isnot the large capitalist, protect. 
el by his money-bags, who will feel its direct 
effects, but the laborer—the mechanic, who now 
gets two dollars or two dollars «nd a half a day. 
“Vo him the employer says, on receiving informa- 
tion of the passage of this bill, E must stop my 
work! Qh, no! says the laborer, for you will take 
from me my means of support. Well,’ says the 
employer, I will, in order to keep you at work, 
give you henceforth a dollar a day instead of what 
I have heretofore given you. Gentlemen may 
flater themselves that they are exempt from the 
cperations of this bill; but no man, whatever his 
condition in life may be, is beyond the deleterious 
effects of this bil if it become a law. Mr. L, 
was sure, he said, that the representatives from 
the Western States, or from the South-rn, were 
not going for. this bill, The representatives from 
the Southern States especially would not go for 
it when the profits ef their cotton crops were al» 
ready in a process of reduction; for, although he 
knew ¢pat the crop of this year was a large one, 
the proceeds of that crop wiil fall far shortof the 
proceeds of the crop of last year. 

Mr. L. said it was not only to protest against 
the principles of this bill that he had risen, but to 
ask of the gentlemen in this House who have the 
power todo what they will—to pass this bill or 
to defeat it—whether this bill was to be con- 
sidered as a proclamation issued by the present 
d nasty in the Government, or as a decisive token 
of the course of measures which we have to ex 
pect at the h nds of the coming administration 
Fur, he did not hesitate to say, if it is produced as 
a party meusure, it will become the law of the 
land; but, if not, by the aid of the representatives 
of Pennsylvania, New Hampshire, Ohio, and 
Maine, whose constituents were so deeply interest- 
edin the matter, with those from at ast a por- 
tion of the South, the bill might providentially be 
defeated. But, be that as it might, it was the 
imperative duty of the House to declare to the 
country, at once, immediately, whether or not it 
was probable that any bil ike this would pass dur- 
ing the present Congress. 

Mr. L. said that, whilst he was up, and as he 
might not. hwe another opportunity, be would 
say one word on the state of the currency of the 
country, In the first place, said he, the domestic 
exchanges of the country are far greater in amount 
tban allthe gold and all the silver and all the 
bank notes in circulation—-a vast deal greater. 
These exchanges ure not new available to any 
great extent. Toa very large amount they cannot 
be used, in consequence of the pesition in which, 
by its measures, the Government has placed the 
country. He meant no reflections upon the 
banks; for it is their interest to do all the business 
that they can, and they do it, But the channels 
of domestic exchange are obstrected, from the 
want of abili y on the part of the banks; and a cone 
siderable proporiion of our commercial difficulties 
arises out of that circumstance, Add to this and 
other causes the introduction of this bill, with the 
expectation that it is to become the law of the 
land, and you will produce a state of things the 
like of which very few members of this House 
have ever sesi. 

Mr. CORWIN of Ohic obtained the floor, but 
gave way to a motion for adjournment by Mr. 
PARKER, and the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tronspay, January 12, 1837. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petiion of Ham 
nah Roberts; which was referred to the Commit. 
tee on Pensions. G 
_ Mr. LINN presented the petition of suxdry in- 
habitants of Michigan city, praying fcr as appro- 
priation for the construction of a barber at the 
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“mouth of Root river, in Wisconsin: réferred to 


the Committee on Commere>. 
Mr. LINN also pres nted the petition of sundry 


“ merchantsof Cleveland, Ohio, praying for an ap- 


| of the public revenue, and no occasion for 


propriation for the same object: returred to the 
same committee. j 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the petition of He- 
zekish L. Thistle; which was referred to the Com. 
mittee on Military Affairs. j 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which had been referred the bill for al- 
tering the -times of kelding the Circuit Cou:t of 
the United States for the District of North Caro- 
lina, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the same committee to 
which had been referred the resolution of the Se- 
nate, directing them to inquire into the expe- 
diency of erecting suitable buildings’ for the ac- 
commodation of the courts of the United States at 
Jackson, Mississippi, moved that the committee be 
discharged from the further consideration thereof; 
which motion was agreed to. 

Mr, WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had been referred the bill to anthorize 
George Whitman of Alabama, to import an iron 
steamboat, with the necessary machinery in de- 
tached parts, reported the same without amend- 
ment, 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the petition of certain 
citizens of Philadelphia, praying that the awards 
made to.them under the French treaty may be 
paid to them, moved that the committee be dis- 


‘charged from the further consideration thereof, 


and that it be laid on the table, as a bill providing 
for the objects prayed for has been already re- 
potted. This motion was carried. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which bad been referred the bill for the relief 
of Robert P. Letcher and ‘Thomas P. Moore, re- 
ported the same without amendment. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which the memorial on the subject had 


been referred, reported a bill providing payment 


for a regiment of Vermont militia who served at 
the battle of Plattsburg. 

Mr. KING of Alabama, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported, without amendment, the bill 
to reward the captors of the privateer Lydia. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to postpone the pre- 
vious order, for the purpose of taking up the bill to 
renew in part the deposite bill of the-last session. 

Mr. GRUNDY observed that the special cr ler 
of tie day was the bill to regulate the sales of the 
public lands, and it seemed tu bim that that bil 


“had better be disposed of first, for ifit were pass- 


uction 
ine 
asurplus. It seemed to him proper te take up and 
dispose of this bill, or indzed of any other which 
looked to a reduction of the revenue, and they 
could then see whether there would be a surplis 
in the way contemplated by the Senator fron 
South Carolina. 

Mr. CALHOUN expressed his acquiescence 
in the course proposed by the Senator from Ten- 
nessee. He said that he should be much govern- 
ed in the course he should pursue, not only by 
what was done in regard to the honorable 
Senator’s bill, but also the action of the Committee 
on Finance. He (Mr. C.) was anxious to see what 
they intended to do in the way of a réduction, He 
wished to know from the chairman of that com- 
mittee, whether they proposed making a report on 
that subject, and if s9, at what time. He desired 
to make the action on his own bill subordinate to 
that on the land bill, and to the repert of the Fi- 
nance Committee, 

Mr. WRIGHT replied that ever since the re- 
ference of this subject to the Committee on Fi- 
nance, it had not, at any time, escaped their atten- 
tion, The committee were proceeding with it as 
rapidly as (hey could obtain information to govern 
their action; but it was impossible for them to say 
at what time they would beable to come to acon- 
clusion, or for him to say when they would make 
g report, This very day they bad had the subject 


ed in any shape there would be a great re 


under consideration, ‘and. had obtained some in.. 
* fopmation with regard toit, He could assure the 
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Senate that evèry member of the committee was 
exceedingly a:xious to make a speedy report. -s 

Mro CALHOUN observed that he would be 
willing that the subject should be postponed to 
this day week. He wished for all the information 
possible, and greatly preferred a reduction of the 
revenue, than to depositing the surplus with 
the States. All genil-men should bave a 
fair opportunity of examining the subject. He 
must say that, when he locked at the sta‘e of 
things here, he feit but very little faith that a re- 
duction would be made this sessiun, as the time 
had now so far advanced that there would scarcely 
be an opportunity of acting on the subject. He 
had made a call upon the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury some days since, by resolution, requesting 
him to furnish some valuable information which 
we wished to be in posszssion of before the Cem- 
niitee reported; but that information had not yet 
een received by the Senate. he trusted it would 
be at an early day. 

The consideration of the bill was postponed, by 
general consent, to this day week. 

The following motion, submitted by Mr. BEN- 
TON some days since inrefcrenceto Mr. Ewrne’s 
resvlution to rescind the Treasury order, was.con- 
sidered and agreed to: 

To instruct the committee to which the resoiu- 
tion shall be sent, with authority to inquire inte 
the effect and operation of the Treasury order of 
July 11th upon the business of the coun'ry and 
the banking institutions of the States, and into the 
conduct of banks in relation to that order, and into 
their attempts (if any) to withdraw specie from 
circulation, and to embarrass the exchanges and bu- 
siness of the country; the committee to summon 
witness:s before them, if any such are near at 
hand, and to conduct their inquiries at a distance 
by interrogatories, 

Mr. WilGHT submitted the following resolu- 
lution, which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Commitee appointed to au- 
dit and control the contingent expenses of the 
Senate inqttire into the necesssity of an increase 
of the number of documents printed for the use of 
the Senate, denominated the “usual number,” so 
as to make the same conform to the increased num- 
ber of members vf the body. 

Mr. PRESTON submitted the following raso- 
lution, which fies on the table one day: 

Resolved, ‘Vial the Committee on Miitary Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expedieney 
of causing an examination to be made, by a board 
of officers cf rauk and experience, of the improve- 
ments in fire arms made by Hall, Cochran, Colt and 
the Barou Hacket, and that the general resuits be 
presented in tabular statements, showing the ad- 
vantages of each in allimportant military poiats of 
view, and especially as 


1. Whe celerity of fire; 

2. The extent of recoil; 
. 3. The efficiency of the fire; 

4. The inconvenience from heated barrels in 
rapid firing; 

5. The capacity of being used asa rifle; 


6. The simplicity and cheapness of construc- 
tion; 

7. Durability; 

8. Saving of amraunition and appendages; 

9. The number of charges which may be car- 
ried by an infantry soldier ; 

10. The advantages when used against a charge 
of cavalry; and 

11. ‘The advantages when used by cavalry. 

Mr. PRESTON offered the following resolution, 
which Kes on the table one day for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Militia be 
instruc el to inquire into the expedi: ney of hav- 
ing printed at the expense of the United States, an 
edition of Gen. Macombs book on tactics, &c. 
sufficient for the supply of each commissioned 
Militia officerin the United States with a copy- 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution; 
which lies on the table cne day for consi-leration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation for the compietion of 
the military road. from Fort Crawford, by Fort 
Winnebago, te Fort Howard, at Green Bay. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN offered the follow: 
lution, which was considered and adopted i 
Resolved, That the Committee on Miltary Af 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the propriety of 
making compensation to the regimsit of Kentucky 
militia that, during the last summer, were, duly 
called for, and required to engage in'the’military 
service of the United States; and, after belay’ 
considerable expense, equipped, and prepared for 
said service, were discha: ged, by order of the Pré- 
sident of the United States, before they had 
marched for Camp Sabine, the point. of their 
destination. eke he ie SE 
The resolutions lying on the table were consid. 
ered and adopted. ae es 
SPECIAL ORDER. ee 
The bill to limit the sales of the public lands, 
except to actual settlers, and in linited-quautities, 


_having been announced as the order of tue dayr“ 


_ Mr. CLAY expressed the hopé th.ta bill of this 
importance would not be taken up at this tme- 
The bill proposed an entire change in the. whole 
land system of the country, and it sò happened 
that by the organization of the Committee on Public 
Lands, the only member opposcd to the bill was ab- 
sent. Hedid not think that the Senate ough 
take up a billcf sùch importance in the absence 
of a member of the Land Gommittee who possessed 
so much valuable information, and was so intimately 
acquainted with the subject. He béli-ved “that 
the Senate would derive great aid in their del. ber. 
ations on the subject fromthe experience ef that 
gentleman; and as other subjects 6f importance 
demanded the attentionof the Senate, he hoped 
some one of them would be taken up and ‘the bill 
for the present postponed, Mr. C.ailuded to the 
illness of the lady of thé Sena‘or from Ohio, as tha 
cause ofthat gent!em in’s ubs:nce, and stated that, 
from information lately received by him, he had 
reason to believe that he woud be ia his. senatin 
the course of a few days. `. E OEF 
Mr. WALKER hoped the motion would not pre 
vail, About half of the session had now passed 
awsy, and consequently there was notime to lose, 
This bill was one which would be debated, and 
opposed at every point; and judging from the sene 
timents to which the ‘honorable Senator (Mr. 
Clay) had given utterance, he presumed that there 
woull be no want of opposition to the bill, 
notwithstanding the gentleman trom Ohio (Mr. 
Ewing) might be absent. eit eee 
There were many gentlemen in that body and 
the House of Repres-ntatives, who were desirous 
that this subject should he disposed of as speedily 
as possible; endif the bull should be po-tponed to 
this day week, it could not, for want of time, be 
passec at the present session. ` He felt the deepest 
conviction that the subject should be acted upon 
without delay, and therefore he felt it his duty to 
oppose the motion of the gentleman from Ken- 
tacky. With regard to the melancholy event 


į which had called away the Senator from Ohio, ha 
j would state, that he had se-n a paragraph in, the 


National Intelligencer of yesterd.y, stating that 
that member of the Senator’s family who was said 


i to be dasgerously ill, had entirely recovered; and 


he (Mr. W.) consid:red that ‘ample time had 
elapsed since the gentleman left the city for his 
return to it, Mr. W. concluded by expressing 
his hope that the motion of the Senator from Ken. 
tucky would not prevail. 

Mr. CALHOUN regret'ed to hear that the 
chairman of the comraitice intended to go on with 
the bill, He had not the slightest idea that it 
would be taken up so soon, end had not, tiere- 
fore, given any examination to the subject of its 
he had net even had time to read the bill itself, 
He deemed it to be one of the most important sub. 
jects that could engage the attention of Congress, 
not only as regarded the revenue, but as it regard- 
ed the future policy of the country; and he hoped 
the Senate would not go on with it until every 


| member had had an opportunity of obtaining all 


the information necessary to a full understanding 
of the subject. He himself wished time for an ex. 
amination, the better to enable him to understand 
the arguments that might be used. either for or 
against the measure, and therefore proposed ‘that 


‘the subject be postponed till Monday next: 


Mr. BUCHANAN said: For one I should be 


very unwilling to pursue any course which would 
prevent the Senator from Ohio from speaking on 
this subject; and, so far as my vote is concerned, 
if he returns in any reasonable time, I shall hear 
him. But this is a very important subject indeed. 
1 feel the importance of it as much as the gentle- 
man from South Carolina. And it is for that very 
reason I wish to hear the views of the Chairman 
of the. Committee on Public Lands. 

Let the honorable chairman proceed to-day, and 
give his views; and, so far as respects my. indivi- 
dual vote, I will agree to postpone the considera- 
tion of the bill till Monday morning, and take 
guch a course in regard to it as may be satisfacto- 
ry to all parties. 

Mr, BENTON wished to say to the Senate that 
there was now, one-half of a short session gone, 
and that it would be impossible for them, if they 
wished the business to progress, to goonas they 
had heretofore done; that is to take up a subject, 
hear a speech on it, and adjourn at 3 o’clock, and 
‘so go on from day to day. He was fully awsre of 
this at the commencement of the session, and 
therefore, in his first speech, he refused to adjourn, 
and preferred rather to omit some things that he 
wished to say, than to consume two days with 
one speech., The rule which he had thus laid 
down for himself, he wished to see applied to all, 
and when a subject is taken up, he wished to go 
on with it like business men. 

He would be willing to come early in the morn- 
ing, and sit late in the evening; but he could not 
give his consent to the delay of business by taking 
up a subject, hearing one speech on it, and then 
laying it over. He would remind these gentle- 
m:n, who were. the friends of the administration, 
that they not only had the numerical strength, but 
tz organization of the committees in their favor; 

nd therefore that it was incumbent on them to see 
that the business was carried on without delay. Last 
session, though they had the numerical strength in 
their favor, yet the organization of the committees 
was against them; and when the question was asked 
why the business of the Senate did not go on, they 
could readily answer, that this organization of the 
committees deprived them of the control of the bu- 
sipess. But now, when the friends of the adminis- 
tration had every advantage in their favor, when 
the question should be asked, why the business 
of the Senate did not go on, the public might draw 
what inference it pleased. 

Mr, CALHOUN remarked, that as one of the 
opposition, and being desirous of as [ttle delay as 
possible, still he would tell gentlemen on the other 
side that he would afford them every opportunity 
of discussing the subject. But whilst he said 
this, he claimed from the majority that they 
should hear gentlemen of the cpposition pa- 
tiently, and give a reasonable time for discus- 
sion, He would not have asked the delay of one 
day, had it not been absolutely necessery; and he 
was not disposed to allow so important a subject 
as the present to be hurried through the Senate, 
without bestowing on it all the attention it de- 
served, 

Mr, BENTON said that he would sit there early 
and late; and no gentleman should be deprived by 
his vote of preceeding in the transaction of the 
public business. He wished gentlemen to go on; 
keep moving. 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed that he was a mem- 
ber of the party friendly to the present admin's- 
tration, and that he felt the responsibility of his 
situation just as much as the honorable Senator 
from Missouri did; and, so far as regarded 
himself, he, for one, need not be reminded of 
his duty. He was responsible for it. In re. 
gard to this bill to regulate the sales of the 
public lands, he considered it a most impor- 
tant measure. He did not know how he should 
yote onit. He knew the evils of speculating'in the 
public lands, and wished much to put them down; 
but he wisked to put them down with care. There 
were interests of his constituents involved; farmers- 
who go tothe west to purchase lands to make a pro- 
vision for their children, (and he considered th's 
description of persons the most desirable settlers 
on the public lands,) and these interests be 
should take care to see attended to, so far as his 
yote was concerned. 
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He wished to hear the member from Mississippi, 
because he knew that he should derive much va- 
luable information from him, and then he, for one 
of the friends of the administration, should take 
the responsibility of voting for sucha reasonable 
postponement as would allow other gentlemen an 
opportuity of giving their views. He had no ob- 
jection to a postponement till Monday next. 

Mr. KING of Alabama expressed the hope that 
the postponement might not be quite so long as the 
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Clay) wished. He 
was willing to give a reasonable time, in order that 
gentlemen might be prepared to express their 
opinions on this very important subject. This was 
confessedly known on all hands tobe a most 1m- 
portant bill—one that required to be examined with 
care, and amended in a way that wauld give every 
interest in the country its fair proportion of the 
public domain, as far as practicable. Now, he was 
one of the Committee on the Public Lands, and 
he had concurred in reporting this bill, but it had 
some defects, and it was brought forward with the 
hope that by a full discussion in the Senate, suffi- 
cient light would be thrown on the subject to ren- 
der it perfect as the nature of it would permit. He 
was disposed to give the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
Ewing) who was known to be in opposition to the 
bill, and to all other gentlemen who were anxious to 
speak on it a full opportunity of being heard ; and 
he for one, as a friend of the administration, 
thought that in all matters of legislation there 
should be a sufficient and a perfect understanding 
of the subject. This was necessary, if they wished 
the business to be well done. If the chairman of 
the committee wished to go on to-day, let him 
(said Mr. K.) go on, and then, by a postponement, 
give a reasonable time to other gentlemen who 
wished to be heard on the subject. This indul- 
gence, though a member of the majority, he 
would “never hesitate to give. 

Mr. CLAY said, that although he should pre- 
fer that the Senator from Ohio had been present 
to hear the exposition of the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, (Mr. Walker,) yet, after the manly and 
independent sentiments Þe (Mr. C.) had heard ex- 
pressed by the Senator from Pennsylvania, and 
the Senator from Alabama, he would not hesi- 
tate to withdraw his motion. Under all the 
circumstances, if the Senator did not see the pro- 
priety of a postponement till Monday, perhaps he 
would go on with his remarks. 

Mr. WALKER, after some remarks, then sub- 
mitted an amendment from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, which was ordered to be printed with 
the bill; and 

The further consideration. of the subject was 
postponed till to-morrow, with the understanding, 
that after the conclusion of Mr. Warxrr’ssp ech, 
it is to be further postponed till Monday next. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. BENTON, to 
expunge from the Journals of the Senate the reso- 
lution in censure of the President for removing 
the public deposites from the Bank of the United 
States, was taken up. 

Mr. BENTON addressed the Senate in aspeech 
of considerable length, in support of the resolu- 
tion. j 

Mr. CRITTENDEN followed in reply, in oppo- 
sition to the resolution. 

- Mr. DANA then commenced a speech in its 
support; but, after speaking for about fifteen mis 
nutes, without concluding, yielded the floor to 

Mr. GRUNDY, on whose motion 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuunsnay, January 12, 1837. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, on leave, 
moved that a bill from the Senate for the relief of 
Captain Samuel Warren, be taken up on its re- 
ference. Mr. T. prefaced his motion by a few 
remarks on the extraordinary merits of the claim. 

The motion was agreed to nem. dis. and the bill 
was accordingly read twice and committed to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

NEW YORK HARBOR. 
_ Mr. McKEON, on leave, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution which was agreed to. 
. Resolved, „That the Committee oa Commerce be 
directed to inquire into the expediency of placing 
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Sandy Hook; and also into the expediency of pub. 
lishing the charts now in the office of the Superin- 
tendent of the Coast Survey. 

Qn motion of Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill from the 
House, “to provide for the payment of horses and 
other property lost or destroyed in the service of 
the United States,” was taken, up, and referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

THE TARIFF. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the “bill to reduce the revenues of the United 
States to the wants of the Government,” and the 
“report” accompanying the same, reperted by 
Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Ccmmittee ot 
Ways and Means. 

There were two motions pénding; first, by Mr. 
CAMBRELENG, to commit the bill and report to 
a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
‘Jn'on and printed; second, by Mr. LAWRENCE, 
to postpone the whole subject indefinitely. 

Mr. CRAIG asked leave to make a motion that 
the report be printed, but it was objected to. 

Mr. CORWIN, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the House at some length in- opposition 
to the bill and the report. 

Mr. CUSHMAN followed in reply to. the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Lawrence.) As 
that gentieman had propounded an inquiry to the 
Representatives from New Hampshire, and in ex- 
pressing his own entire approbation of the report 
under consideration, Mr. C. would assure him, that, 
so far as he understood the sentiments of the peo- 
ple of that State, it would meet theirs. They 
were opposed to levying taxes upon the people for 
purposes of distribution. They were opposed to 
taxing for purpores of internal improvement, to 
be carried out by the aid, and under the 
auspices of, the General Government. Thev 
were opposed alsoto a continuation of burders 


light-boats on Flynn’s Knoll and the Roamer, ner 
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upon the people, for the sake of making the State . 


treasuries the depository of the public revenues. 
They believed the essential principles of our Go- 
vernm nt was the faith inculcated by the princi- 
ples of democracy of Thomas Jefferson. It was 
true that the opinions of that apostle of democra- 
cy had been alluded to as having expressed a fa- 
vorable opinion in relation to domestic manufac- 
tures. Mr. C. accorded to that opinion in.a limit- 
ed sense, and in the sense in which he believed 
Mr. Jefferson intended to convey it, viz: the dc- 
mestie manufactures round the fireside. That 
distinguished statesman had no reference to your 
Birminghams and Manchesters; for he said, most 
emphatically, that large cities were public nuisan- 
ces. Mr. C. continued for some time in defence 
of the priociples of the propositions before the 
House. 

Mr. GALBRAITH moved to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the subject till Tuesday 
next, and that the bill and report be printed. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG said it appeared to bim 
that this measure would Jead to a discussion which 
would consume the whole of the balance of the ses- 
sion, without leading to any decision on the sub- 
ject. Therefore, he moved to lay the bill and ac- 
companying report on the table, and that they be 
printed. 

ir. CALHOUN of Kentucky asked for a divi- 
sion of the question on layisg on the tab'e and 
printing. s 

Mr. PATTON asked for the. yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. ` 

Mr. CAMBRELENG appealed to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania to withdraw the motion. (Cries 
of order! order!) 

Mr. MANN of New York said: Mr. Speaker, 
as this is a very important question, (loud cries of 
order! order!) I wish, sir, to make a motion un- 
der the rules of the House, and when gentlemen 
have done calling me to order—-(cries of order! 
order! renewed,) I repeat, sir, continued Mr. M. 
this being a very important question, I wish a call 
of the House, and I make that motion. 

The CHALR said the motion was perfectly in 
order, and would iake precedence of the other. 

Mr. OWENS called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 105, nays 
91, 


some time, when it was dispensed with. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG observed that, before the 

question was taken, he wished to say a word in 
reply to a request of the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, who had asked Mr. 
“M. to withdraw his motion to allow him to reply 
to the argument of the gentlemen of the minority 
of that committee who had spoken on the subject. 
Mr. M. would withdraw his motion, provided the 
gentlemen would pledge himself to renew it when 
he concluded his remarks. `` 

Mr. CAMBRELENG did not ask the gentleman 
to withdraw it, but only to have the title of the 
bill read. f 

Mr. OWENS inquired whether the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania wished to prevent the printing 
of the bill? : 

Mr. MUHLENBERG said certainly not; for he 
had included the printing in his motion. 

Mr. SMITH inquired if the question had not 
been divided? í 

Mr. CALHOUN withdrew his call for a division 
of the question. 

The CHAIR remarked, that could only be done 
by the general consent of the House. 

i Mr. BRIGGS hoped consent would not be with- 
eld; 

‘The CHAIR was about propounding the ques- 
tion to the House, when 

Mr: MERCER rose and dissented. 

Mr. McKEON inquired if, before being called 
upon to vote, he might not ask whether it wis on 
a bill to reduce the revenues of the country. 

The CHAIR was understood to decide, that the 
gentleman could not ask it as a right. 

Mr. WISE. May I know what I am voting up- 
on, sit? I have not heard the bill read as yet. 

The SPEAKER read the title of the bill as fol- 


lows: 
-A bill to reduce the revenues of the United States 
to the wants of the Government.” 

Mr. WISE said if there was no objection he 
wished to hear the bill read, so that he might 
know if its provisions corresponded with its title. 

The bill was then read by the Clerk, and the 
question was taken on laying the bill and report 
on the table—yeas 94, nays 119, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, C. Allan, H. Allen, 
Anthony, Ashley, Bailey, Beaumont, Rell, Black, 
Bond, Borden, Briggs, Buchanan, John Calhoon, 
William B. Calhoun, George Chambers, John 
Chambers, Chetwood, Childs, Clark,Crane, Cush- 
ing, Darlington, Denny, Evans, Everett, Fowler, 
French, Galbraith, R.Garland, Granger, Grennell, H. 
Hall, Hard, Harlan, Harper, S. S, Harrison, Hazel- 
tine, Henderson, Heister, Hoar, Howell, Hubley, 
Hunt, Ingersoll, Ingham, Janes, Jenifer, Richard 
M. Johnsos, Henry Joknson, Kilgore, Lansing, 
Laporte, Lawrence, Thomas Lee, Lincoln, Job 
Mann, Sampson Mason, Maury, McKennan, Mer- 
cer, Miller, Milligan, Morris, Muhlenberg, Parker, 
Dutee J. Pearce, James A. Pearce, Pearson, Pet- 
tigrew, Phelps, Phillips, Pickens, Potts, Reed, 
Russell, Schenck, William B. Shepard, Slade, 
Spangler, Sprague, Steele, Storer, Sutherland, 
Toucey, Turner, Vinton, Wagener, Wardwell, 
Washington, Elisha Whittlesey, Thomas T. Whit- 
tlesey, and Young—-94. 

NAYS—~-Messrs, Ash, Barton, Bean, Boon, 
Bouldin, Bevee, Boyd, Brown, Burns, Bynum, 
Cambreleng, Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey, 
Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, N. H. Claiborne, 
J.F. H, Claiborne, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, 
Craig, Cramer, Cushman, Davis, Dawson, Deber- 
ry; Doubleday, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Efner, El- 
more, Fairfield, Forester, Fry, Fuller, J. Gat- 
land, Gholson, Gillet, Glascock, Graham, Grant- 
land, Grayson, Griffin, Haley, J. Hall, Hamer, 
Hannegan, A. G. Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Huntington, 
Huntsman, Jarvis, C. Johnson, J. W» Jones, B. 
Jones, Klingensmith, Lane, Lawler, J. Lee, L. 
Lea, Leonard, Lewis, Logan, Love, Loyal!, Lyon, 
A. Mann, Martin, W. Mason, M. Mason, McCo- 
mas, McKay, McKeon, McKim, McLene, Montgo- 
mery, Moore,,Morgan, Qwens, Page, Parks, 
Patterson, Patton, F. Pierce, Peyton, Pinckney, 
Rencher, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Rich- 
ardsoa, Robertson, Rogers, A. H. Shepperd, 


So thecalt' was ordered, and proceeded in for || Shields, Shinn, Smith; Standefer, Taliaferro, 
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Thomas Jolin Thomson, Waddy Thompson, Tar- 
rill, Vanderpoel, Ward, Webster, Weeks, Lewis 


|" Williams, Wise, and Yell—119. 


Se the motion to lay the bill and report on the 
table was decided in the negative. 

On motion of Mr. HALSEY, thetwo were then 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HALSEY moved an adjournment, but with- 
drew at the request of the Chair. 


STATE BANKS. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting statements of the dividends and snr- 
pluses of certain banks; which, on motion -of Mr. 
GARLAND, of Va. was laid on the table and or- 
dered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER, on leave, presental a commu- 
nication fromthe Executive of Tennessee, in rela- 
tion to the Tennessee volunteers; ‘which, on mo- 
tion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, was referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, the 
Select Committee on the subject of the deposite 
banks, the Treasury Department, &c. had leave to 
sit during the sessions of the House. 

Mr- HANNEGAN, on leave, laid the following 
amendment to the bill for reducing the revenue 
onthe table, which he gave notice of his intention 
to move at a proper time. f 

Strike out the second section, and insert the fol- 
lowing: z 

Sec. 2. That from and after the passage of this 
act, all sales of the public lands shall be governed 
by such provisions of any existing laws as are not 
inconsistent with. the restrictions and regulations 
herein after prescribed. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That hereafter 
no one person shall be permitted to purchase, by 
entry, or at public auction, more than two sections 
of any land of the United States; and before mak- 
ing any entry hereafter, or bid at public auction, 
every applicant to purchase or enter, shall have 
filed the affidavit of such applicant with the regis- 
ter and receiver of the land district in which the 
lands sought to be purchased are situate, declaring 
that said lands are sought to be purchased be 
by said applicant for the use of such appli- 
cant, and not in trust. or for the benefit of any 
other person, nor for the purpose of zale or specu- 
lation, and that no written or verbal contract has 
been made by said applicant, to sell, lease, or mort- 
gage said land or any part thereof; that said appli- 
cant is at least eighteen years of age, and has not 
previously purchased, under the provisions of this 
section, any public land, which, with the quantity 
then sought to be purchased, would exceed two 
sections; whereupon, on payment of the purchase 
money, the receiver, by and with the consent of 
the register endorsed on said affidavit, shall issue a 
receipt tothe applicant for saig purchase money. 

Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That if said ap- 
plicant shall fail within five years from the date of 
said receipt, to prove to the register and receiver 
aforesaid; by the oath of at least two competent 
and disinterested witnesses, thatsaid applicant has 
erected a dwelling-house on said land, and used or 
occupied the same within the said period ef five 
years, no patent shall be issued for said land, and 
such failure shall operate as a forfeiture of the title 
to the United States, unless said applicant has died 
within said period of five years; but on making the 
proof required by this act within said period of 
five years as aforesaid, or upon proof within six years 
from the date of said receipt, of the death of said 
applicant within said period of five years, to the 
register and receiver, a patent shall be issued for 
said land, and any sale, lease, or mortgage, or con- 
tract for sale, lease, or mortgage of said land, made 
before the emanation of the patent, shall be null 
and void- ` eas 

Szo. 5. And be tt further enacted, That any 
applicant who shall prove by at least two compe- 
tentand disinterested witnesses, sworn by and ex- 
amined before the register and receiver, that said 
applicant has, before the first day of December, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-six, actually occupied 
and cultivated any traet of the public lands never 
yet offered for sale at public auction, shall be per- 
mitted to purchase at the price now authorized by 
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law, said land so occupied and cultiva 
appiicant, to an extent not exceeding 
section, embracing the improvements. of 


cuo i } and ap- 
plicant: Provided, said proof is made to said regi 
ter and receiver before the commencement 6 
land sale at which said landis advertised’ for: s 
at public auction by the President of the Unit 
States: And provided, further, That before ma ng 
said purchase, said applicant shall glso’ first file” 
with said register and receiver the affidavit: rë- 
quired by the fourth section of this. act,. said ap- 
plicant declaring also in said affidavit, that said. 
applicant had erected a dwelling house on ‘said 
land and used er occupied the same ‘before the 
first of December, eighteen huridred’ and thirty- , 
six; whereupon, the register shall make his en- 
dorsement on said affidavit, and a receipt shall’ is- . 
sue as aforesaid, but no patent shall be issued for. 
said land, unless upon proof made within the time 
and in the manner prescribed in the fourth sec- | 
tion of this act, as a prerequisite for the emanation - 
of the patent, and upon failure to make the proof. 
required by said section within the time therein 
limited, sa‘d laid shall be forfeited to the United. 
States, and any sale, lease, or mortgage, of ‘con=" 
tract for the sale, lease, or mortgage of said land, . 
made before the emanation of the patent, shall ‘be’ 
null and void. Ti ee 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, ‘That any. 
owner of any farm or plantation may enter any ad- 
joining land subject to sale at private entry, not 
exceeding in the whole one section, and upon pay» 
ment of the purchase money, obtain the recéiver’s,, 
receipt therefor, but no patent for said land shall 
issue until three years after the date of said te- 
ceipt, and any sale, lease, or mortgage, or contract 
for sale, lease, or mortgage of said land, made: be- 
fore the emanation of the patent, shall be null and 
void: Provided, also, That said receipt shall not 
be issued by said receiver, without a previous affi- 
davit made by said applic int before said register 
or receiver, that said land is sought to be entered. 
for the purpose of enlarging the farm or planta-. 
tion of said applicant, and. not for sale or specula“ ` 
tion, the consent of the register to the issuing’ of. 
said receipt being first endorsed:on said affidayit. © 

Src. 7. And be it further enacted, That either 
the register or receiver of the district where the 
lands sought to be purchased or entered are situ- 
ate, may take any proof or administer any oath or. 
affirm:tion required by the provisions of this act,. 
and any person who shall falsely, knowingly, wil- ” 
fully, and corruptly, swear or affirm under the 
provisions of this act, shall be deemed guilty of 
perjury; and any person who shall procure another’ 
to swear cr affirm falsely, knowingly, wilfully, and 
corruptly, under the provisions of this act, shall be: 
deemed guilty of subornation of perjury; and ’on ` 
conviction of perjury, or subornation of perjury, 
under the provisions of this act, before any court 
of competent jurisdiction, shall be punighed ac- 
cordingly. ` : 

Src. 8. And be it further enacted, That all the 
lands of the United States shall hereafter he sub- 
ject to purchase at public auction or private entry, 
in subdivisions not less than a quarter-quarter, sec», 
tion; that all receipts hereafter issued by any re- 
ceiver, shall state under what section of this act 
said receipt is issued; that all lands of the United 
States sold five years from and after the taking 
effect of this act, shall be liable to taxation by 
State authority. from the time- of the original en- _ 
try or purchase; that this act shall go into effect 
on the first day of May next; and that all the 
proof required by any provision of this act, shall 
be forwarded to the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, and subjected to his supervision, and _ 
who shall not cause a patent to issue in any case, .. 
unless he shall be satisfied that the prerequisites.in ~ 
this act prescribed have been complied with sub- 
stantially. : 

On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN. the House 
adjurned. : 


IN SENATE, 
Faipay, January 13; 1837. ` 
The CHAIR communicated the credentials of.. > 
the honorable Taomas Cuar-ron, elected, by the’ 
Legislature of the State of Delaware, a Senator 


‘from that State, to supply the vacancy occasioned ` 


i 


ton. i oh Poe ne i 

“The CHAIR also communicated a report. from 
the Treaniry Department, in answer to the reso- 
lution ofthe Senate calling for a survey of Crow’s 

Shoals, on the coast. of New Jersey, to ascertain 
the pfacticability of constructing a harbor, stating 
the inability of the Department “to comp'y with 
the call,-no survey of the Crow’s Shoals having 
been made under the orders of the Department 

iMr. GRUNDY presented the petition of Walker, 
Caruthers and Co. praying compensation for ser- 
vices rendered to the Post Office Department: -re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post loads, 

Mr. LINN presented an ‘act to incorperate the 
Miner’s Bank of Dubuque,” chartered by the Le- 
gislative Assembly of Wisconsin Territory; which, 
un‘er a provision of an act’ of Congvess, of July, 
1835, réquires the assent of Congress before the 
#ame can take effect: 

Also, a éommunication to the Delegate on the 
subject; which was, w th the act, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PRENTISS | resented the petition of —— 
wisina, Praying for arrears of pension: referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. i 

Mr. RUGGLES. presented the petition of Da- 
vid Filmore, praying for a pension; which was re- 
feered to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MORRIS presented the petition of 
wm which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented. the petition of 
sundry, citizens of Philadelphia and its vicinity, in- 
rerested in the coal trade, remonstrating against a 
tepeal or reduction of the duty on imported coal: 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

‘Mr. TALMADGE from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to which had been referred the peti- 
tion of Commodore Charles Ridgely, reported a 
bill for his rehef; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

‘Mr. PRENTISS from the Committee on Claims, 
to which had been referred the petition of George 
J. Knight, reported a bi I for his relief; which was 
read, and ord+red to a second reading. 

Mr. KING of Alabama, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to which had been referred the peti- 
tion ofa number of merchants and other citizens 
of New Orleans on the subject, reported a bill pro- 
viding for the extension of the limits of the port of 
that situ; which was read, and ordered to a sec- 
ond: reading. P Ra 
<Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 


to which had been referred the memorial of Fran.’ 


cis Al'yn, master of the ship Cadmus, reported the 
bill providing payment for bringing General La- 
fayette to this country in 1824; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. ; 

‘Mr. HUBBARD, from the same Committee 
moved. that it be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of John Lamb; which mo- 
tion was agreed to, 

On motion of Mr. TOMLINSON, the petition 
and prayers of Lucy Bond and Nathaniel Good- 
win, presented at the last session, were again refer- 
red to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. ROBBINS, on leave, introduced a joint 
resolution, providing that, in the distribution 
about to be made of the documents printed by 
Gales and Seaton, acertain number of copies shall 
be given to-each of the judges of the Supreme 
Court. - ; ye 

Mr. GRUNDY gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to intruduce a bill to prevent 
abatements in certain cases in the courts of the 
United. States. 

The following resolutions were submitted, and 
lie on the table one day: 

By Mr. DAVIS: z 

hesölved, That the President of the United 
Staes be requested to send to the Senate, if not 
incompatible with the public interest, any commu- 
nigations received by, or correspondence had be. 
tween the Executive of the United States and 


- General Santa Anna, or apy other person claim- 


ing to act in behalf of Mexico, respecting the 
independence and future disposition and civil con» 
dition of Texas, if any such communications have 


aation of the honorable John M. Clay. 
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been made, or any such. correspondence has been 
had; also such communications, if any, as have 
been made from any other foreign Government 
or Governments, touching the same subject. 
By Mr. EWING of Hlinois: i 
Resolved, That, the Committee on the Post 


_ OSice and Post Roads be, instructed to inquire 


into the expediency of establishing a. post. route 
from Chicago by Geneva, the county seat of Kane 
county, Oregon county, seat of Ogle county, to 
Galena, in the State of Tiinois. : 

By Mr. CRITTENDEN: | f 

Resolved, Yhat the Secretary of War ke direct- 
ed to communicate to the Senate any report or 
letter of explanation of the military operations of 
the army in florida, under the command of the 
Governor of that Territory, made by him to that 
department. since the report of the Secretary 
which accompanied the President’s message. 

By Mr. ROBBINS: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library 
be i: structed to inquire into the expediency of 
procuring suitable books for the blind. 

By Mr. TIPTON: 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting 
to the corporation of Michigan city a strip of land 
along the shore of Lake Michigan, within the 
limits of the corporation, and situate Letween the 
surveys of the lands sold by the United States 
and the water of the lake. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
PRESTON, directing examinations to be made 
by a board of officers to test the value of the im- 
provements made in fire arms by Hal, Cochrane, 
and others, was consi tered and adopted. 

The bill for the relief of, William East, was read 
the second time, and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole, and ordered to a third reading. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. BENTON, to 
expunge from the Journal of the Senate the reso- 
lution censuring the conduct of the President for 
removing the publie deposites from the Bank of 
the United States, was taken up as the unfinished 
business, and 

Mr. DANA concluded his speech in its favor 
began yesterday. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
PRESTON, MOORE, and CALHOUN, in opposi- 
tion, and by Messrs. RIVES and NILES, in sup- 
port of the resolation. 

Mr. SOUTHARD expressed the wish to ad» 
dress the Senate’on the subject; but, ‘as it was 
late in the evening, he hoped the Senate would 
indulge him with an adjournment; and, afier a 
few observations, concluded with a mation to ad- 
journ, which was rejected by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Calhoun, Clay, 
Crittenden, Davis, Hendricks, Kent, Knight, 
Moore, Morris, Nicholas, Prentiss, Preston, Rob- 
bins, Scuthard, Swift, Tomlinson, Webster, 
White—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Dana, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, 
King of Alabama, Linn, Niles, Page, Rives, Ro- 
binson, King of Georgia, Sevier, Strange, Tall- 


! madge, Tipton, Waker, Wall, Wright—22. 


Mr. MOORE, after afew remarks, moved an 
adjournment; which was lost—yeas 20, nays 22, as 
in the preceding vote. 

After a few remarks from Mr. CLAY, in which 
he expressed the wish to address the Senate at 
large on the whole subject, 

Mr. MOORE made another motion for an ad- 
journment, which was successful, and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Frapar, January 13, 1837. 
THE TARIFF. 

The consideration of the bill and -report from 
the Committee of Ways and Means, on the subject 
of a reduetion of the tariff, the title of which was 
as follows: “A bill to reduce the revenues of the 


United. States to the wanta of the. Government,” ’ 


being first in order this morning, 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio moved its poste 
ponement, in order, he said, to give an opportu- 
nity for the committees to report; and with the 
farther design, also, that, as soon as the- reporti 


were gone through, to fake up the private calen- 
dar, and act on stich bills only as would not elicit 
debate. 

Mr. JARVIS inquired how they could know 
before hand what b:lis would elicit debate? 

Mr. BELL had no wish to throw any obstruce 
tion in the way of the motion; but he had fre. | 
quently pointed out to the House the impropriety 
of departing from the ordinary business of the 
House; and tts inconvenience had been often seri- 
ously feit. Unless they pursued the ordinary 
course of business, general subjects would never 
be reached. He had no objection to the subject 
adyerted to being postponed, but he preferred its 
posipenement to a day certain; and he suggested 
Wednesday or Thursday next. 

The CHAIR remarked that there was already a 
moton to pustpone pending, made yesterday by a 
member from Pennsylvania (Mr, Gatbraith). 

Mr. BELL thought it betler to make it the or- 
der of the day for some day next week. 

Mr. HOLSEY (who was entitled to te floor on 
the general discussion) said he had no objection to 
the postponement. ; 

Mr. CAMBRELENG preferred the suggestion 
of the gentleman from Tennessee to that of the 
gentleman from Ohio, for he wished a few days of 
the early part of next week to be devoted to the 
consideration of some of the appropriation bills. 
He added, that it was notthe intention of the 
Committee of Ways and Means hastily to press 
the consideration of this measure upon the House. 
He would therefore suggest that it be postponed 
tIl Thursday ext. . y 

Mr. BELL had no objection to that motion, and 
would, indeed, prefer that course, so that it be 
made the special order for the day named. 

Mr. LAWRENCE said he would withdraw his 
motion for the inJefinite postponement of the bill 
and report, [made by him on its first irtraduction,] 
and, if in order, substitute a motion to commit: 
them toa Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

The CHAIR said the motion to postpone would 
take precedence. 

Mr. LAWRENCE then withdrew his motion. 

The CHAIR. Then the question recurs upon 
the motion to pestpone till Thursday next, and to 
commit toa Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. : 

Mr. BELL had no objection to let it go to the 
Commitee of the Whole, and then let the House 
or committee take it up when tkey thought pro- 


A 


er. 
E The CHAIR suggested that the better mole, in ` 
that.case, would be to withdraw the motion to 
postpone. 

Mr. BELU accordingly withdrew his motion. 

The question then recurred upon Mr. GAL- | 

RALUH?S motion. 

Mr. THOMAS proposed Monday week, in or- 
der, as he said, to afford an opportunity of dispos- 
ing of one of the most important bills before the 
House—that of the admission of Michigan into the 
Union, in which the interests of upwards of | 
200,000 were deeply involved, 

Mr. ADAMS hoped the gentleman from Mary- 
land would name some other day than Monday, as 
that was the only day open for presenting peti- 
tions. ; 

Mr. THOMAS substituted Tuesday week. 

Mr. JARVIS preferred its taking the usual 
course, by being committed. 

Mr. WARD WELL inqu'red if the bill required 
commitment, 

i The CHAIR had decided that polat the other 
ays 

The House refused to postpone till Tues- 
day week, and also rejected the motion to post- 
pone till Tuesday next. 

Mr. McKAY then moved Thursday next. 

Mr. BELL thought the best course would be to ~ 
commit ft. : 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the House. would.. 
agree to his motion to cemmit. 

The motion of Mr. INGERSOLL was rejected, 
and the question recurring on Mr. CAMBRE 
LENG@’s original motion to commit to a Commit: 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


Mr. PARKER moved its commitment to the 
Committee on Manufactures. Lost. 

The billand report were then committed to a 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
withont a division. : 


Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio. from the Commit- 


tee of Claims, reported a bili for the relief of H. 
W. Russel: read twice and committed. 
WAR CLAIMS. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, from thesame committee, 
also reported back the bill “to provide for the pay- 
ment of horses and other property lost or destroy- 
ed in the mi itary service of the United States,” 
which had been returned from the Senate with aa 
Amendment limiting its operation to the next ses- 
sion of Congress. The committee reported that 
the amendment of the Senate be concurred in; 
which was agreed to by the House. 

NAVY RATIONS, &c. 

Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reportsd a bill tə estabiish and regulate the 
navy rations, to regulate he pay of pursers, and 
to improve the condition of seamen in the service 
of the United States; which was read twice, and 
referred to a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr BEAL, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, reporied a bill for the relief of Silvester 
Tiffany: read tw'ce and commited. 

Mr. BEAL, from the same committee, also re- 
ported a bill for the relit of Daniel P. Perkins: 
read twice and committed. 

LAND SCRIP. 

Mr. DUNLAP, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported a bill to extend the time of issuing 
scrip certificates on United States Military land 
warrants; read twice (and at the suggestion of Mr. 
HARLAN) referred to the same Committee of the 
Whole having bill 185 under consideration. 

Mr, SMITH, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported a resolution ordering ten thou- 
sand extra copies of the report of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, relating to the reduction of 
the tariff, to be printed for the use of the House. 

The resolution, under the rule, would lie over 
one day. 

Mr. SMITH moved its consideration at that 
time. 

Mr. BELL inquired if it was in order to consi- 
der such a resolution then. i 

The CHAIR replied that it was, ag it was a re- 
port froma committee. 

Mr. LAWRENCE really hoped that cbjection 
would be withdrawn, for it was a most imper ant 
ducoment, and ought to be extensively circulated 
among the people. 

Mr. BELL had made no objection, but only an 
inquiry on the point of order. No motion being 
made to consider, the resoiution was read. 

Mr. MANN of New York suggested a larger 
number, for that ordered would be inadequate to 
the wants of the members for their constituents. 
He moved that 20,00 be printed. 

Mr. DENNY. Why, that’s enough to poison 
them! 

Mr. CRAIG thought the original number pro. 
posed sufficient. 

_ Mr. MANN would meet the views of genilemen 
on both sides, and he therefore proposed 15,000. 
Lost. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of N. C, moved to strike out 
10,000, and insert 5,300. Lost. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to include the bill with the 
report, which was agreed to; and, so amended, the 
resolution was concurred in. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of the legal representatives of L, Allen, deceased: 
read twice and committed. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs, reported a bill increasing the com- 
pensation of the publ o Ministers, of the Consu's 
General, and for other purposes: rexd twice and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr.. WILLIAMS of Kentucky, from the. Com- 


mittee on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the ` 


benefit of Charles Coffin: read twice and com- 
mitted, 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky, from the same 
committee, also reported a bill for the benefit of 
Thomas Coliins: read twice and committed. 

Mr. FRY, from the Committee on Revolutiona- 
ry Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Wil- 
liam Harper of South Carolina: read twice, and 


commited. 


Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, from the Commit. 
tee on Indian Affairs, reported a bill for the relief 


ref General John E. Wool. which. being read 


twice, Mr. G. moved thst it be ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana moved its commit- 
ment: lost. The bill was then ordered to be en- 
grossed fora third reading to-morrow. 

Mr, HUNTSMAN, from the Comniittee on Pri- 
vate Land Clams, reported a bill for the relief of 
James Finney, or his assigns: read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, from the same 
committee, reported a bill for the relief of the le- 
gal representatives of Philip Barbour, deceased; 
which, having been read twice, Mr, G. moved its 
engrossment for a third reading. 

Mr. VINTON moved its commitment to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House. He had no doubt 
the Chair would decide that it must be com- 
mitted- , 

The CHAIR, upon referring to the bill, said that 
it substantially contained an appropriation, and 
wonld require tobe committed, The bill accord- 
ngly took that course. 

Mr. MANN of New York moved a suspension 
of the rule, for the purpose of offering the fol- 
lowing resolution; but the motion was disagreed to. 

Resol ed, That hereafter the daily hour of meet- 
ing of this House shall be 11 o’clock, A. M. un- 
til otherwise ordered. 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, (af- 
ter a variety of suggestions from Messrs. JARVIS, 
TALIAFERRO, L. WILLIAMS, and WARD- 
WELL,) the House agreed te take up the pri- 
vate orders by a vote of 104 to 44, excluding 
those which would elicit debate. 

Mr. OWENS made an ineffectual attempt to 
call up the resolution oflered by him some days 
ago, on the subject of the resignations of officers 
of the Army of the United States. 

Mr. WHITTEESEY, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, made an unfavorable report in 
the case of Paul McCormick; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. CHAMBERS of Penneylvania, from the 
Committee on Private Land Claims, msde an nm 
favorable report in the case of William Baker; 
which was ordered to He on the table. 

On motion of Mr. THOMAS, the Committee on 
the Judiciary was discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of the Marshal of 
New York on the subject of buildings for the 
Courts of the United States; which was ordered to 
lie on the table, 

Mr. HOAR, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
tion of William Sloane; which was ordered to le 
on the table. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made an unfavorable report in the case 
of Daniel Safford; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky mde unfavora- 
ble reports ià the cases of John B. Briggs, James 
Duncan, and Isaac Runnells; all which were order- 
ed to lie on the table, 

Mr. SCHENCK, from the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions, made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of Daniel H, Crockett; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. y 

On motion of Mr. ROBERTSON, the Commit 
tee on the Judiciary was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of Willard 
Earl; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, made an unfavorable report 
in the case of the heirs of Captain Reuben Lips- 
comb; which was ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. HUNTSMAN, from the Committee on Pri. 
vate Land Claims, made an unfavorable report in 
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the eases of Charles Stewart and George Feal, ; 
Florida; which was ordered to lie ọn the table. © > 
| Mr. STORER, from the Committee on Re ola: 
tionary Pensions, made an unfavorable: report in: 
the c-se of Z. Harrison; which was ordered tolio: 
on the table. NEES Cre 
| PRIVATE ORDERS, z 
The House then took up the bill for the: relief: 
of the representatives of Colonel Anthony Walton 
White; and, on motion of Mr. MUHLENBERG, , 
it was postponed until Friday next. co es 
The House then took up the bill for the relief. 
of Robert Allison, a lieutenant in the revolution: - 


ary war; and, cn motion of Mr. CHAMBERS of 


Pennsyivania, was postponed until to-morrow, 

The bill for the relief of Henry-Lee.was then 
taken up; and, after some explanations by Messrs, 
PARKER and TALEAFERRO, on motion of Mr.: 
UNDERWOOD, was postpon d until to morrow. 

The bill for the relief of Daniel Whitney and 
others was taken up, and postponed until to-mor- - 
row, ne 
The bill for the relief of N. and L. Dana & Go. ; 
was taken up, and, on motion of Mr. M'KAY, was 
pos‘poned until to-morrow, : 

The bill for the relief of Philip and Eliphalet.: 
Grecley was taken up, and, on rotion of Mr... 
WHITTSESEY, was po*tponed until to-morrow, 

The bill fir the reliefof Ebenezer Breed, wasy: 
on motion of Mr,.CAMBRELENG, postponed un- 
til to morrow. sot biased ha ae 

The bill for the relief of David Kilbourne, was,.: 
on motion of Mr. WARDWELL, postponed: un 
ill to-morrow. 

The bill for the relief of 8. Morris Waln, was, on 
motion of Mr. D.J. PEARCE, postponed until to 
morrow. ar 

The billallowing rations to Gen. Wool was, 
on motion of Mr. MANN of New York, postponed 
until Friday next, i ~ 

The following bills were ordered to be engross 
ed and read a third time to-morrow: R3 

A biil for the relief of John P. Becker. 

A bill for the relief of Hannah Hazard. z 

A bill for the relief of Findley Kellock. oo € ta 

A bill for the relief of Alexander Gibson. 

A bill for the relief of Josiah Strong. 

A bill for the relief of Philip Voorhes. 

A bill for the rolief of Wealthy Baker. 

A bill granting a pension to Wm. C. Beard. npr 

The bil giving the xssent of Congress to the act 
of the General Assembly of Virginia, entitled an 
act to incorporate the Alexandria and Falmouth 
Railroad company, was read a third time and: 
passed. 

‘The bill granting the right of way through lands 
of the United States, to certain railroad compas: 
nies in Florida, was taken up, and ordered to ba z 
engrossed, and read a third time to-morrow, ‘ 

On motionof Mr. WHITTLESEY, the House . 
went into Committee of the Whole, Mr. McK EN. 
NAN in the chair; and after spending some time 
therein, rose and reported the following bills- 

The bill to amend the ch-rter of the Potomac 
Fire Insurance Company of Georgetown; whieh.. 
was ordered to be engrossed, and read a. third: 
time to-morrow. : A 

The House then sgain went into Committee of. 
the Whole, Mz. WARD in the Chair; an | after 
some time spent therein, reported the following 
bills: $ 

A bill for the relief of William Christy. 

A bill forthe relief of F. A. Parker. 

A bill for the re'iefof Green Prior, and others. 

A bill for the relief of James Brown and John 
Brown, hal!-b-eed Indians. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of. 
Isaac Willams. , : : 

A bill for the relief of Charles W, Pickering. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Joseph Young. i 

A bill for the relief of Jerah Fenner. 

A bill for the relief of H. & D. Cotheal. 

A bill for the relief of Peter Harniony, 

A hill foa the relief of James Keytes. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Sanderson, 

All the above bills, excepting the ene for the 
relief of Samuel Sanderson, were ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time to-morrow. 


eit 


96. 


‘The dill for the relief of Samuel Saunderson, 
was, on motion of Mr. WHITTTESEY, postpon- 
ed to Friday nexte — f 

fhe SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
“yhuriléation from the Acting Secretary of War, 
travsrhitting a statement of the number and com- 
pensation of the clerks employed in that Depart- 
ment; which, on motion of Mr. M‘KIM, was laid 
on'the table, and ordered to be printed. 

of Phe SPEAKER also ‘laid before the House-a 

: communication from the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry, transmitting a report on the subject of the insol- 
 yeht debtors of the United States; which, on mo- 
` on of MrR. M; JOHNSON, was laid on the ta- 


_| ‘ble, and ordered to be printed. 


On motion of Mr. PINCKNEY, 

The House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 

3 _ SATURDAY, January 14, 1837. 

The CHAIR laid before the Senate a report 
fromthe Secretary of the Treasury, in compli- 
ance with the provisions of the “act for the re- 
lief of certain insolvent debtors.” 

“Also, a communication from the War Depart- 
ment, in relation to the number of clerks employ- 
edin the said department, with the compensation 


< < pid to each. 


Oa motion of Mr. GRUNDY, they were order- 
ed to be printed. _ 

“Petiti rs were presented by Messrs. WRIGHT, 
HENDRICKS, WALL, KING of Alabama, PRES- 
TON, and LINN. 

Mr. KENT presented a memorial from sundry 
oitizens of the District of Columbia, praying Con- 
gress'to‘extend the jurisdiction of the corporation 
of Washington over the Potomac bridge and cause- 

. way, and for other purposes; which was referred 
to the Commit ee on the District of Columbia. 

‘Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from 
a number of citizens of Newburg, praying thit a 
survey be made of the Hudson river up to the head 

~ of tide water, for the erection of buoys and bea- 
cons, &e. - 

Also, a memorial from another place, on the 
same subject. 

Also, a memorial from the Board of Trade, of 
the city of New York, praying the creation of 4 
national bank, to. be located in that city. 

Mr. T. said, he presented this memorial at the 
request c? the committee deputed by the Board of 
Trade to convey it to Washington. The memo- 
rialiata stated that In consequérice of the derange- 
ment éxisting inthe currency ‘and: exchanges of 
the country,:it was important that a national bank 
should be created by Congress, They entertained 
the opinion that that was the only remedy for the 
evils growing out of that state of things. They 
prayed that Congress would create such an institu- 
tion according tothe plan set forth by the Presi- 
dent of the United States in‘his message of 1832. 
Whilst he (Mr. T.) bore testimony to the high 
characterof the gentlemen composing the Board 
of Trade, and who-had sent the memorial here, he 
felt-it due to himself to say that he did not concur 
in the views of the memorialists on the subject 
His views had been often expressed here and else- 
where, so that it was unnecessary that he should 
say any thing on the subject. 

“Fhe memorial was then referred to the Commit- 
tee'on' Finance. 

“Mr. KIRG of Alabama gave notice, that on 
Monday, hé would ask leave to introduce a bill to 
incorporate the Howard Iistitution of this city. 

Mr. HENDRICKS offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be: instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
paying to William Marshall, late Indian agent in 
Indiana, the. amount of certain vouchers and ac- 
counts unsettled at the War Department. 

Mr. HENDRICKS reported, from the Commit- 
tee.on Roads and Canals, a bill for makinga-sur- 
vey, and the construction of certain roads in the 
Territcry of Wisconsin; which was read a first 
time and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of John H. 
Hall; which was read a first time, and ordered to a 
second readings ; 
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Mr. KENT; from the committee on the District 
of Columbia, reported a bill to amend the charter 
ofthe Franklin Insurance’ Company; which was 
read a first time and. ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. GRUNDY, “in pursuance of notice ‘given, 
introduced a bill in ‘relation to the abatement of 
suits in the courts of the United States and for other 


| purposes, which was read a first and second. time 


and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The resolutions lying on the table, were all taken 
up, considered, and adopted, except that offered 
by Mr. Davis, which was orderedto lie on the table 
for the present. 

The joint resolution to supply the Judges of the 
Supreme Court with copies of Gales and Seaton’s 
reprint of public documents, was read the second 
time and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill for the relief of William Eust was read 
a third time and passed. ` 

The bill to amend the act for the better organi- 
zation of the District Courts for the District of 
Alabama, was Jaid on the table. i ` 

The following bills were read the second time, 
and ordered to a third reading: i 

The bill giving the assent of Congress to the 
act of the Legislature of Virginia: incorporating 
the Alexandria and Fredericksburg Railroad com- 

any; ` 
3 The bill for the relief of Samuel Miller; 

The bill to authorize the Washington county 
Turnpike company, in the State of Missouri, to 
locate a road through the public lands; 

The bill to authorize the East Florida Railroad 
company to construct a railroad through the pub- 
lic lands; and f 

The bill to alter the times of holding the cir- 
cuit courts of the United States for the fifth cir- 
cuit holden at Raleigh, North Carolina. 

On motion of Mr. KING of Georgia, the special 
order was postponed, and the Senate took up the 
bill to limit the sales of the public lands unlsss to 
actual settlers, and in limited quantities. 

Mr. WALKER (the chairman of the Committee 
un Public Lands) explained and advocated the 
bill in a speech of some length; after which, 

On motion of Mr. MORRIS, it was postponed 
to and made the order of the day for Monday 
next. 

The resolution introduced by Mr. BENTON to 
expunge certain proceedings from the journal of 
the Senate was then taken up. 

The Senate then adjourned—yeas 22, nays 18. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarunpay, Jan. 14, 1837. 
IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT IN DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA. 

As soon as the reading of the Journal was con- 
cluded, 

Mr. ADAMS said he wished to make an inqui- 
ry. ‘Onthe third of June last (last session of 
Congress) a resolution of the House was adopted, 
upon a report made to that effect by the Commit- 
tee for the: District of Columbia, requiring the 
Secretary of State to ascertain and report to the 
House the number of persons imprisoned for debt 
in the District of Columbia, since the year 1820; 
the time for which they have been respectively 
imprisoned; the amounts of theit respective debts; 
expenses attending their imprisonment, &c. Mr. 
A. now wished to inquire of the Speaker, or of the 
chairman, or any other member of the Committee 
for the District, whether any report or response 
to that resoiution had come from the Secretary of 
State. 

Mr. W. B. SHEPARD (chairman of- that 
committee) replied, that the Secretary of State 
had made a voluminous report on the subject, 
some time ago, which had been ordered to be 
printed by the House. The reason it had not yet 
coe from the printer was doubtless owing to its 

ulk. d 

The CHAIR was informed by the Clerk of the 

House that it had been sent to the public printer 


some time ago, but had not yet been returned. 


Mr. ADAMS felt it necessary to state that the 
reason‘of his inquiry was that there was an indi- 
vidual then incarcerated for debt when this resolu- 


| tion was adopted! Inst session, who was still in con 


finement. Althongh confined for debt at the in- 
stance of the Government, Mr. A. firmly believed 
that he was there only for having been too zealous 
in the execution of his duty as an officer of the Go. 
vernment, and that the debts against him were far 
inferior to what was due to him if he bad justice 
dealt to him. Mr. A. was therefore exceedingly 
aaxious to know what that return was, and. that 
there should be some action of the House upon it. 
TEXAS. 

Mr. PICKENS was desirous. of some informa- 
tion from the Committee on Foreign Affairs in re- 
lation to the subject of Texas. He wished to in. 
quire of the honorable chairman of that commit- 
tee (whom he saw in his seat) if he could give the 
House some information when a report on the 
subject of the President’s special message in re- 
lation to Texas might be expected from that 
committee, or if any report at all was to be made, 
He hoped the chairman would respond to his 
inquiry. 

ar, HOWARD (chairman of the committee) 
said he had no objection at all to reply very cheer- 
fully, so far as he knew, to the question propound- 
ed by the gentleman from South Carolina. The 
committee had been very industriously engaged in 
the consideration of that subject, and had held re- 
peated meetingsuponit. As yet they had come to no 
conclusion. He could only repeat that the House 
had lost no time in the investigation, for it had oc- 
cupied their almost undivided . attention since it 
had been referred to them, to the almost exclu- 
sion of every thing else, ` 

Mr. PICKENS. Was he to understand that the 
committee had come to no conclusion whether 
thcy would report or not? ¿ 

Mr. HOWARD. They had come to no conclu. 
sion whatever. 

Mr. STORER, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
James Francis: read twice and committed. 

Mr. CRAIG, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made unfavorable reports upon 
the petition ef John Sutton, and the petition of 
Robert Craddocks: ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. FRY, j 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be discharged from the further conside- 
ration of the petition of Hannah Gordon, and that 
the same be laid upon the table, and the report 
printed. 

On motion of Mr. FRY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be discharged from the further consi- 
deration of the petition of Nathaniel Holmes, and 
that the same be laid upon the table, nnd the re- 
port printed. 

On moticn of Mr, KLINGENSMITH, the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions were discharged 
from the considerstion of the cases of Wm. Thomp- 
son, Elizabeth Nutter, Robert Tucker and wife, 
heirs of Benjamin Lawson, James Conant, Silas 
Winchester, Anne Pierce and others, Elias Sny- 
cer, Solomon Prewett, David Russell, and Joseph 
nee and that said- cases do lie on the 
table i 

Mr. TURRILL, from the Committee on Revo- 
Jutionary Claims, made unfavorable reports on the 
petitions of James Wood, representative of Capt. 


„Edward Wood, and heirs of DBoetor-Miles King; 


which reports were laid on the table. 

Cn motion of Mr. MORGAN, 5 

Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be discharged from the case of Thomas 
Armington, and that it lie on-the table. 

On motion of Mr. WARDWEL, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be discharged from the consideration of 
the petitions of Paul James, Christopher Stock- 
man, and William Walker, and that the same do 
lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. TOUCEY, the Committee on 
the Judiciary was discharged from the considera- 
tion of the case of Cynthia Ruggles and others, 
heirs at law of Adin Ruggles, deceased, and that 
the same do lie on the table. ; 

On motion of Mr. CRAMER, the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs was discharged frem the consi- 
deration of the petition of William B; Hodson, and 
that leave be given them te withdraw the same. 
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Mr. STORER, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, made an unfavorable report on 
the case of Samuel Weeks; which report was laid 
on the table. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, made unfayorable reports 
on the cases of the heirs and tepres-ntatives of 
Reuben Butler, the heirs of William Camp, and of 
Joseph Fay alias Facy; which reports were orderd 
to lie on the table. ‘ 

Mr. GRAYSON, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, made unfavorable reports on the cases of 
Edward L. Young, Zebulon Wade, and James 
Wyman, which reports were ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. LEA, of Tennessee, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, made unfavorable reports 
on the cases of Lewis Hatch and Leslie Malone, 
which reports were ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. LEA, the Committee on Revo- 
utionary Pensions. was discharged from the con- 
sideration of the case of the heirs of Co!onel Tho- 
mas Blackburn, and the same was referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 

On motion of Mr. JANES, the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions were discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of Stephen 
Freeman, and that the same do lie on the table. 

Mr. HOWARD said, as the reports from com- 
mittees had been all gone through, he wished to 
submit an arrangement in reference to the presenta- 
tion of petitions on Monday next; for it was obvi- 
ous that, iinless a different mode were adopted, 
there were petitions now in the possession of men- 
bers that could never be presented. He therefore 
asked leave to submit a resolution, proposing to 
commence calling the States in their reverse 
order. — 

Mr. CHILTON ALLAN objected to it, on the 
ground that he wished the House to dispose of 
the resolution he had offered on the subject of 
the public lands. 

Mr. DAVIS was much impressed with the ne- 
cessity and justice of the resolution of the gentle- 
man from Md. It was now several weeks since 
the new States had had an opportunity of offering 
rosolutions, and two or three weeks since they had 
been called for petitions. He therefore moved for 
a suspension of the rule. 

Mr, ADAMS hoped the rules would not be sus- 
pended, until the House had decided the question 
of the reception or rejection of the [abolition] pe- 
tition’ presented by bim on Monday last: the ob- 
ject of the resolution proposed to be introduced 
was, he presumed, to give the ‘‘go-by” to that 
question. ne 

The motion was not agreed. to, Ayes 88 Noes 
46 (not two thirds.) . 

Mr. BOON inguired if it was then in order to 
move that the House go into a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

The CHAIR replied in the nega‘ive. 

Mr. LEWIS called for tellers, remarking that 
the question. had not been understood in his part 
of the House. 

The CHAIR said it was too late, inasmuch as 
the decision had been announced, and the House 
had passed to another subject. 

Mr. LEWIS intimated that the result of the vote 
would have been different, if the question bad 
been more generally understood. 

Mr. BELL, adverting to the notice he had given 
the other day to renew his motion from day to day 
for leave to introduce a bill “to secure the freedom 
of elections,” said he would withhold it, if the 
House were desirous of disposing of the resolution 
of the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Allan;) 
otherwise, he should press his metion, 
DISTRIBUTION: OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the following preamble und resolution, submitted 
on the 4th instant by Bir. ©. Annan, as modified: 


MONDAY, JANUARY 28, 1837. 


PRICE $1 PER SESSION. ¢ 


VOLUME “di... NO. 7, 


Whereas, Congress has heretofore made dona- 
tions of the public lands for the purposes of in- 
ternal improvement and education: 

To the State of Ohio, 1,737,838 acres. 


Indiana, 1,112,592 
Minois, 1,712,225 
Missouri, 1,181,248 
Mississippi, . 733,244 | 
Alabama, -1,216450 
Louisiana, 920,053 

Ter. of Michigan, 599,973 
Arkansas, 996,333 
Florida, 947,724 


In the aggregate amounting.to 11,057,685 acres. 
And whereas, each of the United States has an 
equal right to participate in the benefit of the 
public lands, the common property of the Union; 
and every wise and good American having agreed - 
in the opinion that the cause of general reduction 
is indissclubly identified. with the.cause of general 
liberty: Therefore, to do equal and exact justice 
to all the States; to aid in diffusing among the 
rising generation intelligence enough to compre- 
hend, and spirit enough to defend their rights, 
and thus to elevate the national character, and | 
insure the perpetuity of our free institutions, 

Be it resolved, That a select committee, to con- | 
sist of one member from each State, be appoint- 
ed, whose duty it shall be to ingttire into the jus- | 
tice and expediency of making to each of the thir- 


teen original American States, together with each jj 


of the States of Maine, Vermont, Kentucky, and 
' ennessce, such grants of the public lands for the 

urposes of education, as will correspond in a just | 
proportion with those heretofore made in favor of | 
the first named States and Territories, and that 
said committee have leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. But, to avoid the objection of one 
State holding land in another, the committee is 
directed to insert a clause in the bill which they 
may report, providing that the grants to be made 
thereby shall be subject to sale under the laws of! 
the General Government now in force, and that 
the proceeds arising therefrom shall be paid over 
to the States entitled to the same, 

Resotved further, That the sa'd inquiry be ex- | 
tead:d to all the Slates. 

The following amendment was moved by Mr. 
VINTON: 

“That said committee be further instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of inserting a clause 
in said bill to pay said new States the value of the 
improvements made by them on the public lands, | 
or to psy to them the amount the public lands 
would have been assessed for taxes, if they had 
been private ” . 

The question pending was the amendment to 
the amendment moved by Mr. CLAIBORNE of 
Mississippi, providing that no grant should inter- 
fere with the land of any actual settler. ; 

Mr. LANE concluded his remarks in opposition 
to the resolution. ; : 

Mr. BELL submitted the propriety of bringing 
this discussion to a close. He thought the propo- 
sition of the gentleman from Kentucky too nar- 
row for the period in which it was brought for- 
ward. 
been demonstrated, that broader and fuller action 
should be determined on by Congress, and a more 
general proposition than'the individual one under 
consideration. . can 

The time had come when the question in rela- 
tion to the subject of the public lands should be 
permanently disposed of. 1f it was the sense of 
Congress and the country that the proceeds of the 
lands should be distributed among the several 
States, in any proportion or degree, or if an oppo- 
site principle prevailed, let it be declared by the 
House, by a vote which, on its face, should bear a 
setiled permanency. — 0, , 

Again, the scheme of graduating the price of 
public lands would be found intimately connected 


with this. It was also very important that “that 
question should be determined, wot that -he consi- 
dered it so very important that the public lands 
should be sold for $1 25 at first, 75 cents after a 
certain lapse cf time, 50 cents some years thereaf. 
ter, and 25 cents at tae end of another period, &c. 
That was not so important a question as the other, 
but still it was one that should be settled in’ one 
way or the other. The inhabitants of the new 
States should be emsncipated from their present 
state of uncertainty m regard to this subject; if, 
in place cf that, they should be assured they need 
no longer rationally expect- the relief for which 
they had been petitioning for years. He consi- 
dered pompt action ef more importance either 
way, though. he himself would give his voice for 
the graduation system, provid: it could settle the 
question. ë : 
. There was-also another question of very grave 
importance which ought to be determined, and , 
that was, the right of the first, settlers or “pre 
emptioners,” ‘as they had been. termed. Were 
they to suffer these settlers to become accumu- 
lated on their western borders until. they became. 
too strong to be controlled by legislative action? 
That question ought to be settled. Was it not 
equitable and just that the inhabitants of every 
State in the Union should know if this was to'be 
the policy of the country, so that they might, by 
pushing their young families out to the west, in 
their turn be entitled to this privilege? He was 
himself not prepared to sustain that practice, but 
still if was better that the principle should be set- 
tled, either by adopting or by abolishing it. Jus- 
tice to that class of settlers also demanded it, as 
well as justice ande quity to the other inhabitants 
of the States. Tr 
Mr. B. repeated that he regarded the perma- 
nent settlement of these questions asof far more 
importance, ina legal and economical point: of 
view, than Aow-+the question should be settled. He 
was ready to reduce the price of the public lands, 


` according to some fatio of time in which they had 


been. in market, for he believed it be to the only 
way by which they could get rid of the land in the 
new, or rather in the old new States; and “he 
thought he could show gentlemen, who had stood’ 
out against that system, that it was their interest 
to do so no longer. 

Mr. B. said he was about to move either to 
postpone this subject, or to lay it upon. the table, 
in order that the States might be called for reso» 
lutions, and he would. give the members from 
States behind. Tennessee the assurance that he 
would, himself, waive a resolution he himself’ was 
desirous of submitting. Mr. B. then moved that 
the subject be: postponed till this day fortnight, 
or he would move to lay it on the table, if any 
gentleman thought it better. 

Mr. BOYD, thereupon, made the latter motion. 
_ Mr. C. ALLAN asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. f aa $ 

Before taking the question, the House passed 
to the orders of the day.” . a, 

The SPEAKER laid before the Housea communi- 
cation from the Secretary of the Navy, embracing a 
statement of the names of the officers of the navy 


It was, he thought, expedient, and had~j|: who, during the year 1836, have received orders 


for service and asked to be excused; which, on 
motion of Mr. BRIGGS, was ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed, f i f 
BILLS PASSED. siaa 

The following engrossed bills were taken up, 
read the third time, and passed: è 

An act for the relief of Jobn Jefferds. 

An act for the relief of Jobn E. Wool. 

An act for the relief of Wealthy Baker, widow 
of Isaac Baker, deceased. j 

An act for the relief of Philip F.. Wolf. 

An act granting a pension to Captain Willam 
Beard. ` 

An act for the relief of John P. Becker, 

An act for the relief of Hannah Hazzard. 
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An act for the relief of Findley Kellock. 

An act. for:the relief of Alexander Gibson. 

An-act for the relief o° Josiah Strong. 

‘An act to authorize certain railroad companies 
to construct railroads through the public lands in 
the Territory of Florida. 

Anvact to amend the charter of the Potomac In- 
surance company of Georgetown. . ; 

“Awact for the relief of Wiliam Christy. . 
~“Anact for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Joseph. Young, dec’d. A i 

An act for the relief of Capt. F. A. Barker. 

‘An act for the relief of Green Prior, heir of Pe- 
ter Prior. : ee 

An act for the relief of James Brown and John 
Brown, half-breeds of the Cherokee nation of In- 
dians. nek 

An act‘for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Isaac Williams, dec’d. ` : 

An act for the relief of Charles W. Pickering. 

‘An aet forthe relief of Jerah Fenner. ` 

‘An act for the relief of Peter Harmony of New 
York. T . 

An act for the relief of H. and D. Cotheal of N. 
York. 

An act for. the relief of James Keytes. | 

The bill for the relief of Robert Allison was then 
taken up and rejected. : 

The bill for the relief of Henry Lee, was taken 
up and ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time to-morrow, 

The House then took up the bill for the relief 
of N. and L. Dana and Co., and after'a debate, on 
motion of 

Mr, BRIGGS, the House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 

a Monar, January 16, 1837. 

“The CHAIR iaid before the Senate a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
answer to a resolution of the 6th instant, and 
showing the amount of undrawn appropriations 
remaining in the. Treasury on the Ist of January. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD the communica- 

tion. was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed, 
_, Petitions were presented by Messrs. WRIGHT, 
ROBINSON, TALLMADGE, LUGGLES, GRUN- 
DY, TOMLINSON, DAVIS, WHITE, PREN- 
TISS, anI KING of Georgia. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from 
the citizeus of Waterford, New York, praying that 
a.aurvey may be made of the ship channel of 
the Hudson river, from the city of New York, to 
the ‘head of tide waters and. for the erection of 
beoys and beacons: referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a petition from 
Samuel Raub, jun. of Wilkesbarre, Pa stating 
that he hag made such an improvement in the con. 
struction. of steam boilers, as to prevent their ex- 
plosion, and he asks the attention of Congress to 
his invention: referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 

Also, a memorial from a number of hardware 
dealers of Philadelphia, asking for the repeal of 
certain provisoes of the tariff act, which bear une- 
qually upon them. 

> Also, a memorial from a number of individuals 
interested.ih the coal trade, similar to those which 
he had already presented. Both these memorials 
were-referred tothe Committee on Finance. 

Mr. FULTON presented a petition from a num- 
ber of citizens of Arkansas, praying Congress to 
pass a law granting a quarter section of jan] to 
each settler upon the westera frontier of the State 
of Arkansas, for the purpose of giving security and 


defence: referred. 

Mr. CLAY presented a memorial from. R. J. 
Johns, of New York, praying a repeal of the duty 
on, watches: referred. z 

< Mr KENT presented a memorial from. several 
insurance companies of Baltimore, praying Con- 
gress.to..pass an act authorizing the Secretary of 
the Treasury to discount their ceitificates issaed 
by the commissioners under the late treaty of in. 
demnity with France: referred: 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee ou Private 


| which lies on the table one 


‘Ue Jands; and 
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Land Claims, to which had been referred the pet- 
tion of General Nathan Arbuckle, reported a bill 
for his relief; which was read a first. time, and or- 
dered to be printed, together with the report of 
the committer. - 5 - > 

Mr, GRUNDY, from the Cc 
diciary, moved that it be discharged from the 
further consileration of the petition of James E. 
Bayard: which motion was agreed to. z 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the same com 
which had been referred a resolution to 
into the expediency of establishi 
Commissioners tu exan 
presentation to Congress, Y 
tablish.a Reard of Commis: 
blish claims against the I 
was read the first time, and erd 
reading. 

Mr. KING of G 
the Judicisry, reporte? 
diction of the Disti 
in the State of Arkansas; 2 
of the heirs of Fran 
were read the first lime, 
reading. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committe 


mittee on the Ju- 


` i 
z9; both 


a ordered to a second 


6 


: ing 
Mr. WALL offered ihe 


} for consid 

Resolved, That the Sec y of War be re- 
quested to communicate 29 the Senate “the sur- 
vey of Crow Shoal in the Delaware, to ascertain 
the practicability of erecting a break water or stone 
pier,” made in pursuance of the ‘aw of the last 
session, and the report of the Engineer, and other 
papers relating to the sane. 
PRESTON, fron t 
tary A fairs, reported ares 


> Committee on MUL 


ations authorizing the 


Secretary of War to make c tnalion into the 
improvements in fire- and 
others, in accordance with the reselation offered 


by Mr, P. a few days ego. 


d the f 


Resolved, 
instructed to ings 
ing the name of 4 
army of the revo’ 


re into the expird 
Ham Cooley, ar 
n on the pe 


fesolved, That the Committea on Comme 
instructed to inquire into the expedie 
thorizing a ss i i 
State of Mi 
an application of the 
sary sums, to the ere 
that place, 

Resulved, That the Com: 


in the 


ouse, end 


included among the i i 
admission on the floor of the Sanata, 
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KING of Alibama, in pursuance of notce 
eed a billte ineornorat 
adt ofthe city af Washia 
wasrerd a first and second time, and refe 
the Committee on the Judici 

The following bills were 
and passed: 


which 
red to 


ead the thied time 


The bill giving the assentof Congress to tha act 
of the Lesisiature of Virginia incorporating the 
Alexandria and Frederick g Rallroad comp 
The bat for ther : 
The bili to anhs 
Turnnixe com 
Iseate a rosd thre 
The biH to ag 
company to construct a railroad thre 


The bill to alter the times of holding the circuit 
courts of the United States for the fifth-cireait 


holden at Raleigh, North Carojina. 


‘The resolution submitted afew days since by 
Mr. Davis, asking information from the President 
of the United States in relation to Te 
ken up, considered; and agreed to.“ 

‘The hour of one having arri 


E 


a5, Wes ta- 


‘ 


eta, 


X ake ane 
| power; but 
namei 


to ve? 
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from the journal of the Senate the resolution of 
the 28th March, 1834, censuring the President fer 
having :enoved the deposites from the Bank of 
the United States. ` 
‘rested the Senate at great length 
solution, : 
A, in reply to some remarks of Mr. 
d: Irise, sir, only to reply to a single ob- 
ion from the honorable genth man from Ken- 
He has been pleased to call the attention 
norable body te the remarks of a six 
week's Senator-—-to one, no inconsiderable part of 
tory of the State he represents is in the 
nef a foreign power-—and gratuitously 
q sim to exert his talents ia the benevolent 
act of reclaiming it. S'r, said Mr D.I admit that 
I hold my seat on this floor by a temporary appoint. 
ment; but, sir, I.woul! have that gentleman to 
know, and distinelly to understand, that whether I 
hold my seat for siz weeks or six years, I am not 
to be intimidated from a performance of my duty 
by him, nor any other gentleman. No, sir: the 
State from which Leone, has ‘st.mped her dir- 
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approbation on this resolwion—she has, sir, in- 
structed her Sen-tors to vote for expunging it; 


and 1 considered it my daty to express my v ews 
on thesubject. Ihave done so; and now, sir, am 
Lto be pointed out publicly asa Senator of six weeks, 
and be called to an account for not expelling a 
foreign power? Such remarks were not to be ex- 
pected from the once popular Mr. Clay. Nor can 
i concvive of any reason for his doing it, unless it 
be that he had ¢otselly fuiled of shaking the legal 
and constilictional positions I had laid down, and 
thus escap. d from them, in a personal attack. But, 
sir, the gentleman mistakes me. I shall fearlessly 
and conscientiously discharge the duties and re. 
>s lowe to my State. Sir, I regret that 
erritory isin the possession of a foreign 
that gentleman is the Jasi who should 
for if T mistake not, sir, the misfortune is 
i directly ta the measures of that honora- 
n himself, when he held a different 
sfatior ithe one he now occupies—when, sir, 
Whe Add not the throne, he was greater than the 
tirme. But, sit, that day is gone—for ever gone— 
nover to return. : 

The debate was further continued by Mr. BU. 
CHANAN; snd Mr DANA made a few remarks 
reply io what fell from Mr, Preston the other 
day, 

Mr. BAYARD next took the floor, and moved 
an adjournment, 

On which motion Mr. BENTON asked for the 
years and nays; which were ordered. : 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Calhoun, Clay, 
Critenten, Davis, wing of Ohio, Kent, Knight, 
ore, Preston, Rebbias, Southard, Swift, Tom- 
1 Webster—16. 
AYS—~Mess-s. Betton, Brown, Buchanan, Da- 
ni, Ewing of {ilinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, 
Hubbard, King of Alabama, Linn, Morris, Nicho- 
las, Niles, Page, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Strange, 
S- vier, Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, Wall, White 
t—26, So the motion to adjourn was lost. 
. BAYARD then addressed the Senate, and 
2 followed by Messes. HENDRICKS, 
STRANGE, and EWING of Ohis, 

Mr. Henvuiers said: That at this late hour it 
would be cut of place to attempt an argument or 
s speech to the Senate, and such was not his pur- 
pose In the few words he had at present to say. 
It had been his intention, some time ago, to have 
troubled th ate with his views somewhat at 

subject, bat he would content him- 

z avery few words, and this was 
essary, owing to the peauliar position 
edin relation to the proposition before 
[i would be recollected that he had 
st the resolution of 1834, so much com- 
of, and which it was now proposed to ex: 
unge from the journals of the Senate. Me did 
so for many of the reas-ns costained in the prer 
amhle now before us. In some of the reasons, 
however, contained in- that preamble he did not 
concur, end of course could not vaie for it. For 
some of the reasens contained in that preamble he 
could most cheerfully vote. No member of the 
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been more opposed to if. He viewed it asan ap- 
ple of discord set in motion—a firebrand thrown 
into the community, calculated to čo more harm 
than any other measure proposed at that eventful 
session; and he now believed that it had done 
more harm, in exciting party spirit to its present 
dangerous height, than any other measure which 
could have been proposed, — 

The danger spprehended to the Constitution 
by this act of expunging, (said Mr. H.) is ana- 
tural consequence of the measure of 1834; as 
much so, as that one act of violence should suc- 
ceed another. A party in power to-day, and who 
shall use that power indiscreetly, will be sure to 
meet wiih retaliation as soon as the opposite 
party shall triumph. Hence, violent measures of 
this kind are sure to succeed each other in the 
mutations of party power, as effect is to follow 
cause, 

Much, however, as be was opposed to the reso- 
lution of 1834, he covld not vote to expunge it 
from the journals. That was a question, in his 
Opinion, having nothing to dó with the merits of 
the original proposition. ~The question before 
the Senste was one of power to expunge the 
journal, no matter what that journal might be. 
He thought that no such power existed in the 
Senate or anywhere else: and his oath to support 
the Constitution of the United States was impera- 
tive, and prohibited him from giving any such 
vote, whatever may have been his opinion of the 
resolution proposed to be expunged. Jt was, in 
his view of the Constitution, as much our duty to 
keep and preserve the journals of our unconsti- 
tutional proceedings, if such there be, as of any 
other. Our constituents have as much right to 
know our bad acts as our good ones, because it is 
for ihese they will call as to account; and it 
would be strange doctrine to say that we could 
shield ourzelves from responsibility by expunging 
them from the journal, The argument, then, of 
the Senator from Pennsylvania, that the resolution 
of 1834 was unconstitutional, and, therefore, 
ought to be expunged, did not, in the least, re- 
lieve his mind. He understood, teo, that this 
was the basis of the votes of other members of the 
Serate in favor of expungirg. Much as he dis- 
approved of the resolution of ’34, he believed 
that it was constitutional, and that it was such 
a. proposition Senate might entertain 
‘and adopt. i unconstitutional 
abontit It mi bec 
an abstract proposition. Jt had indeed rema 
as a mere declaratory expregsion of the Senate, but 
it mighthave been the basis cflegisat'on. Wheth- 
er it be true ov false was a matter of opinion. 
Those who voted for it, unquestion-bly believed its 
affirmations to be true. fhey believed that the 
President had, in relation to the revenue, exercised 
authority and power not conferred by the consti- 
tutitution and laws, but erogation of both. 
'Fhey wio had voted against it, believed that the 
authority and power exercised by the President 
was not in derogation of the constitution and laws, 
and however much he might have dissented, on 
the ground of expediency, from that which had 
been done, he never doubted the constitutional 
and legal power of the President to do whet he 
did. 

it had been said, continued Mr. H. that the re- 
solutioa cf 1834 contains impeachable matter 
against the President, and that on this account it is 
not cntiled to a place on the journals. He did 
not think, however, that it contained any impeach- 
able matter. H charged no evil or corrupt inten. 
tion, which was the essen ual ingredient of impesch- 
able matter. He referred to the case of Peck’s 
trial before the Senate, and stated that the absence 
of proof of corrupt intention was the basis of his 
acquittal by the Senate. Thishad been the reason 
of bis own vote of acquittal, and this he. had good 
reason to believe was the reason of the votes of 
acquittal generally. 

‘Tn voting against expung‘ng, he did not vote to 
‘affirm the wuth of the resolution cf’54. He had 
already stated the reverse. He believed that the 
President had tue power, wha ever he might think 
Of its exer er the ciccumstances of that 
ease. Buthis opinion thet the resolation proposed 
tobe expunged was untrue, had nothing to do 
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with his duty in the present case, and could not, 
in any degree, influence his vote. The Semte 
had no power to expunge the journals, He could, 
without the least difficulty, vote upon the journals 
of the present session a resolution to rescind that 
of 1834, of to affirm a contrary proposition. This, 
while it woul! clearly assert the opinion of the 
Senate in relation to the proceedings of "34, it 
would not obliterate the journals of that day, and 


would have the same effect. 

Mr. H. here referred to the Constitution, which 
says that ‘* Each House shali kecp a journal of its 
proceedings, and from time to time publish the 
seme, excepting such parts as may, in their 
opinion, require secrecy,” and said that the obliga- 
tion of his oath to support the Constitution of the 
United States, made, in his conscience and judg- 
ment, his duty on the present occasion clear and 
imperative, The Constitution required the journal 
to he kept: he could not vote to destroy, or ex- 
punge, or obliterate it. But it is contended, said 


“Mr. H. that the black lines proposed to be drawn 


arannd the journal of 34, will not expunge it in 
reality; that they will take nothing away: from it. 
It will not, however, be contended that writing the 
words required to be written across the faze of it, 
will not deface and obliterate it. 

But suppose these black lines, and this writing 
upon the journal of the Senate of 1834, takes no- 
thing away from that journal, it will surely not be 
denied that a material addition will be made to it, 
The constitution requires the journal to be pub- 
lished, but how was this to be published? Could 
it be published as the journal of 1834? No. That 
had been published three years ago. There was 
in that publication no black lines; no writin 
across the face of the record. If you publish it as 
the journal of 1834, you falsify the former publi- 
cation. You cannot publish it as the journal of 
1837, because it is the journal of 1854. . There, 
and there oniy, are the black lines, and the libel- 
lous writing, to be found. No page of the journal 
of 1837 contains any thing like it. In what shape, 
or form, or manner then, will you obey the in- 
junction of the Constitution in publishing a- jour- 
nal of these proceedings. The truth is, said Mr. 
Il. the more we look at this thing, the more dif- 
culty we must see in it; the more certainly will it 
appear to be a proceeding, not contemplated by 
the Constitution, but incompatible with it. It 
makes a case which, in the simple publication of 
the journa’, the Constitution will not carry out. 

Mr. STRANGE moved to amend the preamble 
to the resolution, by striking out of the last para- 
graph of the frst page, the words “irregularly, 
ilegally, and unconstitationally,” and inserting in 
lieu thereof, “was not warranted by the constitu- 
tion, and was irregular and iNegally.” In the 
second page, strike out the word “unconstitu- 
tional,” and insert the words “unauthorized by the 
constitution.” And in the third page, strike out 
“violation of the constitution,’ and insert “not 
warranted by the constitution,” 

Mr. BENTON observed that he saw some dif- 
ference between the words proposed to be in- 
serted, and those already in the preamble; how- 
ever, ke was not, he said, at all tenacious on the 
rubject; and he expressed his willingness to ac- 

ept the amendments. 

The question being then taken on them, they 
were agreed to. J 

Mr. WEBSTER rose and briefly sddressed the 
Senate. | 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the blank in the 
resolution was filled by inserting therein the words 
“ 46th of January.” . ; 

"Lhe question then recwrred on agreeing to the 


resolution, and Mr, BENTON having asked fur the ` 


yeas and nays, they were ordered. 
YEAS.—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Dana, Ewing of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hub- 
bard, King of Alaoama, Lina, Morris, Nicholas, 
Nites, Page, Hives, Robinson, Ruggles, Strange, 
Sevier, Fallmadge, ‘Tipton, Walker, Wall, 
Wright—24, f i 
WAYS—Messrs, Bayard, Black, Calhoun, Chy, 


` Crittenden, Davis. Ewing of Ohio, Hendricks, 


Kent; Knigut, Moore, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, 
Southard, Swift, Tomlinson, Webster, White—19, 
So the resolution was agreed to: and, 


On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Secretary o? 
the Senate brought to the table the Journal of the 
Senate of 1834, and, in pursuance of the terms of 
Mr. B ’s resolution, expunged from it the. foilow- 
ing resolution: i l i 

Resolv:'d, That the Piesident, in the Jate Exe- 
cutive proceedings in relation to the public reve- 
nue, has assumed upon himself authority and 
power not conferred by the Constitution and 
laws, but in derogation of both. 

Just as the Chair was announcing the fact of 
the Secretary having executed the order of the 
Senate, a disturbance took place in. the galiery 
whereupon, ` ` 
Mr. BENTON rose and seid, that he-would no 
ask that the gallery should be cleared, as it wou'd 
be acti:g unjustly towards those whe ha't not par- 
ticipated in offering this contempt to the Senate. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms was then directed to bring 
the offender or offenders to the bar. 
minutes he returned with an individual. 

Mr. BENTON moved that he be placed at the 
bar of the Senate. 

Mr. MORRIS asked for the yeas and nays, It 
seemed to him that there was no use in bringing 
him to the bar, for the individual was unepprized 
of the charge against him. 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Dana, Ewing 
of Minois, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King of Ala- 
bama, Linn, Niles, Page. Rives, Robinson, Rug- 
gles, Tallmadge, Walker, Wall, and Wright—18. 

NAYS Messrs, Buchanan, Hendricks, Moore, 
Morris, Nicholas, Sevier, and Tipton—7, 

The motion being carried, the offender was ac- 
cordingly placed at the bar. 

Mr. MOORE moved that the Senate aljourn: 
lost. 

Mr. BENTON remarked that, as the individual 
who was committed for disorderly conduct must, 
by this time, be pretty well rebuked in bis feel- 
ings by being exposed to the gaze of the whole 
Senate, he would move that he be discharged, 

Mr. MORRIS said that he considered it a most 
unjust thing, that a person brought before this 
body should not be permitted tobe heard in his 
defenee. He ought to have an opportunity of 
explaining, or of denying the charge made against 
him. 

Mr. SEVIER moved an adjournment, which 
motion did not prevail. Ph 

Mr. ROBINSON observed that the inlividual 
shouid have an opportunity given him of being 
heard, as it was to be presumed that every man 
was not guilty of the charge made aguinst hin, 
until it should be proven. 

Mr. BENTON said if the individual wished to 
be beard let him go to the table and make his 
statement, If he did-not choose to do so, let him 
be discharged. 

Mr. ROBINSON observed that.the individual 
stood near him, an} was ready to answer any ite 


In a few 


to him. $ 

Mr. BENTON said, then he would withdraw his 
motion to discharge him, so that he might go to the 
table. 

The CHAIR observed, that the Senator had 
not the power to withdraw it. 

Mr. MORRIS remarked, that it was but rea- 
sonable the Senate should give him until to-mor- 
row moruing, to prepare bimszif to answer the in- 
regatories; and, he might too, require the ail of 


counsel. Mr. M. hoped the Senate would now 
adjourn. 
Mr. BROWN askcd for the yeas and nays; 


which were ordered. : 

Mr. LINN would ask the Senator from [inois, 
whether the person in custody was willing at this 
time to answer any qu-stien which might be put to 
him. If so, then he was the best jusge whether he 
could answer the questions, and therefore it was 
not necessary that any Senator should become his 
advocate. 

Mr. BENTON said, if the individual wished to 
H purge hims: If of the con’empt, he was wiitng that 
he shouid sow answer the inferragatories which 
the Senat- might think pro per to propound: to 
him. Wuthe (Mr. B ) wes totally against bis go. 
ing to a lawyer fer the purpose of learning wheth- 
i} er or not he meant to commit a contempt here, 


terrogatories which the Senate might wish to put 
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The CHAIR. said that parliamentary usage 
sanctioned the course which the Senate were now 
tading. It had the right of protecting itself, and 
there was no occasion for any specific charge to 
be made against the jodividual as to the manner 
ia which he had committed a contempt. 

in answer tò a question from Mr. LINN, Mr. 
ROBINSON replied that the individual wished to 
be heard, but he did sot say that he was prepared 
to answer questions. : 

. Mri MORRIS renewed his motion that the 
person’ in custody be forthwith discharged, and 
asked for the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

YEAS—Messrs: Renton, Brown, Buchanan, Da- 
na, Ewing of Iiinois, Fultun, Grundy, Hendricks, 

Hubbard, King of Alubamm, Linn, Nicholas, Niles, 
Page, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Tall- 
madge, Tipton, Walker, White, Wright—23. 

NAY—Mr. Wall, | 

[Ehe person in custody here called out that he 
wished to be: heard J`- 

The CHAIR told bim to begone; and ordered 
the Sergeant-at-Arms to discharge him forthwith. 

‘The Senate then adjourned, at ten o’c’ock. 


HOUSE OF REVRESENTAVIVES, 
` Moxnay, January 16, 1837. 

The first business in order, (this being the day 
assigned, ‘under the rules, for the preseniation of 
petitions and memorials, ) was the consideration. of 
a memorial, presented on Monday last, by Me. 
J. Q. ADAMS, from certain citizens of Dover, 
Maseachucetts, praying for the abolition of slavery 
in the District of Columbia. A 

The question pending was the objection raised 
by Mr LAWLER to the reception of the peti- 
tien, and 

Mr, BYNUM being entitled to the floor, yic'ded 
it to 

(My. HOWARD, who stated his object in hav- 
ing made tie pepiuss of te penthaisan, wus to 
renew the effort made by him on Saturday last, to 
give a chance toisore than one half the States of 
this Union to prescnt petitions, of hich they had 
been deprived for somo wecks, ife, therefore, 
moved a suspension of the rule, in order to intro- 
duce a resolution, that upon this day the Speaker 
call the States fot petitions in their reverse order. 
The on'y effect of this would be to enable the 
States whe had not been eatled upon for two or 
three weeks to get in thei pettions, and the 
House would then came round to the pwint where 
they then were (as stared above), 

Mr BYNUM wou'd yicld the floor sith great 
pleasure for that object, on the understanding 
that he did not lose his right to the floor when the 
subject again came up. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped the rules would not be sus- 
pended, He begged the House to recollect that 
this slate of things-— 

Mr W. B. SHEPARD rose to order. The mo- 
tion to-suspend was not debateable, and he hoped 
the Chair would enforce the rule, į 

The CHAIR accordivgly did so, 

Mr. ADAMS thereupon asked for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered, and were—yeas 123, 
nays 58. 

So: the rules were suspended, and the resolu- 
tion being received and read, 

Mr, ADAMS:-asked for the yeas and nays on its 
adoption, but the House: refused to order them, 
arid the question being teken by tellers, was deci- 
ded in the affirmative—ayes 125, noes 33. 

So the resolution was agreed to, . 

Petitions and memorials were presented by 
Mr. JONES cf Wisconsin. z 


(Mv. Jonrs presented the petition of the-citizens 
of Michigan City, in the State of Indiana, who 


pray for the construction of a harbor at the mouth, 


of Root river, in Milwaukee county, Wisconsin 
Teritory. Also, a petition of citizens of Cleve- 
lnd; Oħio, who pray for the same, impruve- 
ment. Also, petitions of the eitizens of the several 
cities of Albany, New York, and Oswego, praying 
for-the edristruction of a harbor at the mouth of 
Root river, iy Racine county, Michigan Territory. 
Alsd, the petitions of che citizens of Oswego, New 
York, and Sandusky City, Ohio, who pray for the 
samé object. Also, the petition of the citizens of 
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the mouth of Pike river,in Racine county: Wiscon- 
sin Territory. Also, a bill and report of the Com- 
mittee of Private Land Claims, on the petition of 
the heirs of John Campbell. Also, a communica- 
tion from the Commissioner on tadian Affairs, trans- 
mitting certain information from the Governor of 
Wisconsin, in relation to the subject of holding 
treaties with the Sioux Indians of Wisconsin, for 
the purchase of a part of their country: referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs J 

Mr. WHITE of Florida. 

Mr. YELL of Arkansas. 

(Mr. Yeru presented a memorial from the Le- 
gislature of Arkansas, praying the passage of a 
Taw to authorize the location of a part of the se- 
venty-two. sections granted to the Territory of 
Arkansas for colleges and academies, and to be 
permitted to re-locate them on any public lands 
not otherwise appropriated: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Memorial, praying the appointment of Commis- 
sioners to review and mark out a road; a continua- 
tion of the Cumberland road from St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, to Fulton, on Red river, Ohio, Little Rock, 
via the seat of Government in Aarkansas. 

emorial, praying an appropriation to com- 
plete the road from Helena to the month of Cache, 
where it intersects the Memphis and Little Rock 
roads. : 

Memorial, praying an additional appropriation 
to complete the Memphis and Little Rock roads, 

Memorial, praying an additional appropriation 
to complete and repair the military road from 
Litle Rock to Fort Gibson, via Fort Smith, &c. 
referred to the Committee ca Roads an? Canals. 

And, siso, the petition cf Lewis KEvavs, for 
remuneration for property taken vy a party of the 
Cherokee Indiass: referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 4 

My, ASHLEY of Miss cui. 

[Mr Asuucxy presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Clay county, asking the establishment 
of a Sup: cintendensy of Indian Affairs on the 
wostern frontier: petition of Messrs Duncan and 
Taylor, for remuneratica for goods illegslly seized 
hy the United States: petition of Catharine Lowe: 
petition of Lewis Berthona: petition of Thomas 
Wasson] 

Messrs. LEWIS, CHAPMAN, and LYON, of 
Alabama. 

(Mr. Luwrs presentested the memoria? of the 
General As-embly of Alabama, asking indemnity 
for spoliations committed by Creek Indians, on 
the property of the citizens of Alabama, during 
the last year; refered tothe Committee of Claims: 
memorial of certain citizens of Alabama on the 
same subject; referred to the Cormmittee of Claims: 
petition of George Whitman, asking the right to 
import the iron of certain iron steamboats, free of 
duiy; referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. Mr. L. also. presented several other peti- 
tions of a private nature. ] 

Messrs. MAY, CASEY, and REYNOLDS, of 
Minois. 

(Mr, May presented several petitions from a 
number of the inhabitants of the State of Hlinois 
and of Wisconsin Territory, praying that mail 
route No 3199, may be extended from George 
McClure’s, on Fox river, to the mouth of the Pick- 
atonica, on Rock river; also, petitions from the in- 
habitants of Schuyler and Adams counties, Hli- 
nois, praying that mail routes be established as fol- 
lows, to wit: From Meredosia to Warsaw; from 
Quincy to Peoria, and from thence to Burlington, 
in Wisconsin Territory; alo, the petition of John 
Newman, praying that the right of pre-emption 
toa certain tract of land be granted him for rea- 
sens therein set forth; also, a petition from a num- 
ber of citizens of IHiscis, preying that an appro- 
priaticn be made for a survey of the great western 
lakes.] 

À (Mr.. REYNOLDS of UHnois presented the peti- 
tion and papers of General Hargrave of Ilinois 
praying a pension for the time afer he became 
disabled by the wound until he received pension; 
also the papers and petition of Major M. Hall of 
Washington county, Nlinois, praying compensa- 
tion for property lost in the battle of 1815 at New 
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Orleans; also the petitions of sundry citizens of 
Randolph and Jackson counties, Ilinois, praying 
for in exchange of section sixteen, in township 
seven south, range five west, in the Kaskaskia land 
district in that State; and also the petition of Mrs. 
Ann Temple Green, praying for the arrearages of 
pay due her father, the late Commodore Nichol- 
son for naval services performed by him. All 
the foregoing petitions and documents were, on 
motion of Mr. R. referred to the appropriate com- 
mittees. J 

Mr. CLAIBORNE of Mississippi. 

Messrs. LANE and DAVIS of Insiana. 

[Mr. Lane present: d the memorial of James W. 
Borchen, on the subject of French spoliations 
prior to 1800: referred to the Committe on Foreign 
Affairs.] - : 

[Mr. Davis presented the petition of Lewis 
Wernwag & Co. Of the members of the Indiana 
Legislature, praying for a stage route from Or- 
leans to Terre Haute; also, the petition of Mathew 
Stewart. }. f 

Messrs. GARLAND and JOHNSON of Loui- 
siana. 

Messrs BOND, VINTON, THOMSON, COR- 
WIN, KENNON, CRANE, JONES, STORER, 
M'LENE, WEBSTER, WHITTLESEY, and HA- 
MER of Ohio. 

[Mr Tuosson of Ohio presented a petition from 
the President and Trustees of thé North Union 
School Association of Carroll county, Ohio; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public, Lands. 

Also, two petitions, praying for a mail route 
from Wellsville, in Columbiana county, to Bolivar, 


|! in Starke county, ia-the same State; which were 
i referred to the Comenittee on the Post Office and 


Post Roads. 

Also, a letter from the Third Auditor, establish- 
ing the claim of Wm. B. Frish; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims.] 

[Xir Jowss of Ohio, presented a memorial from 
the managers of the Colonization Society of Frede- 
vicksburg, Wayne county, Ohio, asking the aid of 


| Congress in carrying into effect the ohijects of said 


society; which memorial he moved to refer to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Prxrcxney moved that the memorial be 
laid on the table. 

Mr. Apams called fer its reading, and it wa 
accordingly read by the Clerk. 

Mr. Prnckwey then called for the yeas and 
nays on his motion to lay on the table, which were 
ordered, and were—yeas 130, nays 49, as follows: 

YEAS—Meosrs. ©. Allan, Anthony, Asb, Ash- 
ley, Barton, Beale, Bean, Beaumont, Bell, Bovee, 
Boyd, Brown, Buchanan; Bunch, John Calhoon, 
Cambreleng, Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey, Cha- 
ney, Chet wood, N, H. Claiborne, Cleveland, Con- 
nor, Craig, Cushman, Deberry, Doubleday, Drom- 
goole, Dunlap, Efner, Elmore, Fairfield, Parlin, 
Forester, French, Fry, Fuller, James Garland, 
Rice Garland, Gholson, Graham, Grantland, Graves, 
Grayson, Griffin, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Har- 
lan, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, 
Hopkins, Howard, Howell, Hubley, Hun- 
tington, Huntsman, Jarvis, Jenifer, Joseph John- 
son, Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Hen- 
ry Johnson, John W. Jones, Kennon, Klingen- 
smith, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Lawler, Gideon 
Lee, Joshua Lee, Luke Lea, Leonard, Logan, 
Loyal, Lucas, Lyon, Abijah Mann, ‘Martin, 
Mcses Mason, May, McKzy,. McKeon, McKim, 
McLene, Miller, Moore, Morgan, Muhlenberg, 
Page, Parks, Patterson, Franklin Pierce, Petti- 
grew, Peyton, Phelps, Pinckrey, John Rey- 
nolds, Joseph Reynolds, Richardson, Robertson, 
Rogers, Seymour, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, 
Shinn, Sickles, Smith, Spangler, Standefer, Steele, 
Taliaferro, Taylor, Tarner, Vanderpoel, Wagen- 
er, Washington, Weeks, White, thomas T. 
Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, 
Yell, and Young—120. 

NAYS—Messrs, Adams, Heman Allen, Bailey, 
Bond, Borden, Briggs, Childs, Ciark, Crane, 
Cushing, Darlington, Deany, Evans, Everett, 
Grennell, Hardin, Harper, Hazekine, Hender- 
son, Heister, Hoar, Hunt, Ingersoll, Janes, 
B. Jones, Lawrence, Lay, Lincoln, Love, Jab 
Mann, Sampson Meson, McCarty, McKennan, 
Miligan, Parker, Dutee J. Pearce, Pearson 


Phillips, Potts, Reed, Russell, Slade, Sloane, 
Sprague, Storer, John Thomson, Wardw:ll, Web- 
ster, and Eljsia Whittlesey—49. / = 

So the memorial was laid ou the table J 

[Mr. Wrssren presented several petitions from 
the citizens of Miami county, praying the removal 
of the land office from Lima to Defiance.) 

(Mr. Warrriessy of Ohio stated to the House 
that he had in his possession several peti- 
tions on the subject of the abolition of slavery, 
but as the House had suspended the rules or to- 
day for the purpose of getting in other petitions 
which would not occasion debate, he should, for 
the present, withhold the petitions in his posses- 
sion; with the hope, however, that, at the time 
he should present them, he would have the pri- 
vilege of giving his views as to the course which 
he thought these memorials ought to take.] 

Messrs. the SPEAKER, FORESTER, and 
CARTER, of Tennessee. 

[The Spraxer presented a memorial from the 
Grand Jury of Washington county, D. C. remon- 
strating against the efforts of certain soci. ties in 
regard to the abolition of slavery in the District of 
Columbia, and praying that these petitions be not 
received by Congress. 

The reading of the paper was called for by 
several members, and was accordingly read by the 
Clerk. 

Mr. Pixcxxzy moved to lay the memorial on 
the table. 

Mr. Gnanam called for the yeas and nays cn 
this mction, which were not ordered; and the mo- 
tion to lay on the table was agrecd to without a 
division. 

Mr. Jenifer and Mr. Wise expressed a wish 
that the memorial be ordered to be printed; but 
the Chair decided, under the rule, that the motion 
to lay on the table was not amendatory.] 

Messrs. ALLAN, BOYD, HAWES, JOHNSON 
and FRENCH of Kentucky. ` 

[Mr. Bovo presented a nection, praying for an 
increase of the pension of Nathaniel Walock. 

A petition fora post route from Smithland by 
the way of Eddyville in Ky. to Nashville in Ten- 
nessee. 

A petition for post route from Eddyville by way 
of Livingston Forge, to Salemin Kentucky. 

A resolution instructing the Committee on the 
Post Oliice and Post Roads, to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a post route from Fort Je- 
sup in Louisiana, to Gaines’s Ferry on the Sabine 
riyer.] 

Messrs HAYNES, 
gia. 

Messrs. PINCKNEY and 
South Carolina. ; 

Mr. Pincxyrz presented the memorial of cer- 
tain shipowners, shipmasters, and pilots, for a har- 
bor light at the port of Mount Desert, in the State 
of Maine: referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, 

Also, the petition of Benjamin F. Hard, praying 
for compensation for extra services in the trass- 
portation of the mail; referred to the Commitee 
ofthe Whole to which a resolution submitted by 
the Commitice on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
on the same subject, had previously been commit- 
ted. 

Also, on motion of Mr. Prnexsey, the memorial 
of Mrs, Frances Moore, (on file in the depariment 
of the clerk,) praying remuneration for the revo 
lutionary services of her husband, was referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims.] 

_ Messrs. W. RB. SHEPARD, GRAHAM and 
MONTGOMERY, of North Carolina. 

M WISE, JONES, GARLAND, LOYALL, 
LUCAS, DROMGOOLE, MORGAN, BEALE 
JOHNSGN and TALIAFERRO, of Virginia. 

Messrs. JENIFER, WASHINGTON, HOW- 
ARD, McKIM and TURNER, of Maryland. 

Messrs. MUHLENBERG, ANTHONY, HEIS- 
TER, SUTHERLAND, BUCHANAN, FRY, 
ASH, WAGENER, HARRISON, GALBRAITH, 
MANN, KLINGENSMITH, INGERSOLL, HAR- 
PER, DENNY and POTTS, of Pennsylvania. 

[Mr. Axtiory. of Pen:sylvania, presented the 
petitions of sundry citizens of Philadelphia, asking 
an appropriation for the purpose of readering the 
Alleghany river navigable for steam veaszls, be- 


and CLEVELAND, cf Geor- 


RICHARDSON of 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


tween Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and Olean, New 
York J i 

(Mr. HersTER presented sundry memorials from 
his District praying for the abolition cfslavery in 
the District of Columbia, which he moved to have 
referred to the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

(Mr. W. Sueranp objected to and iaised the 
question of their reception, and moved to pos‘ pone 
its. consideration till Monday next, intimating his 
intention to address the House thereon when it 
would not interfere with his colleague (Mr. By- 
num,) who had the floor on the same subject under 
another memorial to the same effect. 

Mr. Davis moved to Jay the preliminary mo- 
tion of reception on the table: ag eed to—ayes 89, 
noes 37.] 

[Mr. Harrison of Penn. presented a memorial 
of sundry citizens of the United States, praying for 
aid to improve the navigation of the river Ale- 
ghany from Pittsburg, in the State of Pennsylya- 
nia, to Olean, in the State of New York.] 

(Mr. Gargrarrn presented several memorials 
praying fer an appropriation to improve the harbor 
atthe mouthof Twenty Mile creck, on Lake Erie, 


and moved to refer them to the Committee on | 


Commerce. 

Also sundry memorials praying for an appropri- 
tion to improve tbe Alleghany river from Pittsburg 
to Olean. 

Also, another memorial of similar import with 
the last, which Str. Galbraith said contained a 
very full and brief statement of the facts connect- 
ed with the memoria!, and therefore asked that. i 
may be printed; sgreed to, and referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canais.] 

(Mr. Fry presented the petition of Peter P, 
Dawson, of Juniata county, Pa. praying a pension 
for serv ces in the revolutionary war: referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 
ir Fre sald, Get he had a petition from sundry 
citizens of Upper Providence, Pa. praying for the 
abolition of slavery in the Ivistrict of Columbia. 
Mr. F. said he did not wish to interrupt the pro- 
ceedings of the House at this time, butthat at some 
future and more auspicious period he should present 
the same, of which he now geve notice. j 

[Mr. Wacexenr presented a memorial of the citi- 
zersof Mauch Chunk and its vicinity, in Penasyl- 
vania, which sets forth that there are a large num- 
ber of workmen employed in mining coal; and 
complains that the necessaries of life, viz: wool- 
Jen and cotton js, sal, sugar, &c. ere so very 
igh, that, unless the sume reductions are rade 
uson nose aiticles ss upon eal, their jntcrests 
will be most severely affected. TH also ask 
that the duty on hardware ery of all 
kinds may be mo ‘ined, in order that they may 
have the sume facilities fur producing coal as are 
possessed by foreign competitors, and to have the 
right of employing foreign or domestic shipping 
coastwise, for the transportation of their products. 
tna word, they clrim an ¢qual redaction upon all 
the cther necessary articles of consumption a3 
upon coal.) 

{Mr. Dexnx, of Pa. presented the spplication of 
Chr, Doughty, for an increase of bis pens on: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensiors. Also, 

The memorial cf the Pittsburg and Allegheny 
Orphan Asylum, asking Congress for the grant of 
a lot of ground in Pittsburg: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. Also, 

Sandry memorials, signed by 675 ladies of Pitts- 
burg, and 381 citizens of Pennsyleania,praying for 
the abolition of slavery ani the slave trade in the 
District of Columbia. 

Me. Jonxsox, of La. objected to the reception 
of the momoria’s; ond, on motion of ` 

Mr. Panes, that preliminary motion was laid on 
the table. ] 

[Mr. Masy presented. the petition of Valentine 
Gruber, of Bedford county, Pennsylvania, praying 
for arrears of pension; which, on his motion, was 
ref cred to the Committee on Revatutionary Pen- 
sions. 

Also, the petition of William Hall, of Bedford 
eounty, Pennsylvania, praying that a pension might 
be granted bim; whicb, oa his motion, was refer- 
red to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. ] 
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“Messrs. PARKER and CHETWOOD of New 
Jersey 

Messrs, GRANGER, MANN, M’KEON, WARD- 
WELL, HARD, FARLAN, CAMBRELENG, 
CRAMER, BOVEE, TURRILL, LEONARD, 
DOUBLEDAY, CHILDS, GIDEON LEE, LOVE, 
HUNT, TAYLOR, REYNOLDS, and LEY, of 
New York. ; 

(Mr. Maxx of New Vork presented the piti- 
tion of Archibald ©. Cr.ry, an tvalid pensioner, 
praying for the passage of a law to allow certan 
invalid pensioners to commute their pensions for 
certain grants of lants by the Unit d States Al- 
so the petition of Catharine Rollins and Conrad 
Widrig, praying revolutionary pensions -Also in 
behalf of his colleague (Mr. Gillet) of certain 
citizens of Staten Island, praying a repeal cf the 
duty upon fishing twine; and of inhabitants of Mil- 
waukee, and of Join McRhea, and Henry Wake- 
field] . 

[Mr. Leonan presented the petition of Thomas 
Look, a revolutionary soldier, praying to be placed 
upon the roll of revolutionary pensioners, } 

[Mr McKron presented the petition of citizens 
of New York and New Jersey, for a light-house 
on Robbins’s recf; uso the inhabitants of the city of 
New York, praying for a repeal of the cuty on 
coal. J] f 

[äir. Warpwert presented memorials for ap- 
propriations to improve the harbors of Big Sandy 
Creek and Sackets Harbor, on Lake Ontario. ] 


Mr. JANES of Vermont. 
` Messrs. TOUCEY, INGHAM and HALEY; cf 
Connecticut, 

[Mtr. Ixenam presented a memorial of sundry 
inhabitants of the State of Connecticut, asking for 
an appropriation to improve the harbor of Guil- 
ford in that State: referred to the Committce on 
Commerce ] 


[Mr. Harny presented the petitien of Amy 
Smith, nraying for a pension, which her late bns- 
band, Jeb Tb. Smith, was entived tu, under the act of 
18:8, 


Also, the petition of sundry inhalitents of 
Stonington an.i Groton, praying for an apprépria- 
tion for the erection of buoys, to be placed at or 
near the mouth of Mystic river, in the State of 
Connecticut, . 

fr. II. alse prescated two petitions, one from 
upwards of one hundred citizens of New London, 
the other from Elias Sharpe and others, praying 
for the abolition of slavery in the Bictrict of Co- 
lumbia. ; 

Be. Ptyexngy obj cted to the reception of 
one, snd Mr. Cosimax to that of the other, and 
both these preliminary motions were, cn motion 
of Mr. Panxs, severally laid on the table.] 

Mr. PEARCE of Rhode Island. 

Messrs. LAWRENCE, CUSHING, 
and CALHOUN of Mass. 

c Resp presented six memorials prayieg for 
the abolition of slavery in the District of Column- 
bia, 

Mr. Prxcxwsy objected to their reception, and 
on motion cf 

Mr. Mann of New York, the preliminary mo- 
tion was laid on the table] 

(Mr. Cari 


REED, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Fov 
sions be instructed to inquire into the 


pediensy 
of reporting a bill enthoriz.ng Captain James Hnn- 


ter of Kentucky todraw his pension from the tate 
he might, under an act of 1812, have done so, up 
to the time of the commencement of his draw- 
| ing it 3 

i On motion of Mr GRAVE 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from New 
Castle, Henry county, Kentucky, to Wallacevil, 

in sid county. 

On moticn of Mr. FRENCH, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post OMice 
and Post Roa‘ls be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mel route from the 

| Little Sandy Saline, in Greenup couity, Ken- 


3 
med) 


ticky, via, Charles N. Lewis’s and Big Blair, to 
Paintsville, in Floyd county. 

Gn motion of Mr. BOYD, 

Resolved, “That the Committee on the Post OF 
fice aad Post Roads be instructed. to inquire into 
the expediency of establishing a mail route lead- 
ing from Fort Jesup, in Louisiana, and to the Sa- 
bine, at Gaines’s Ferry. 

On motion of Mr. DAWSON, 


“Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Of-. 


fies and Post Roads be instructed to investigate 
and inguiré:into the expediency of establishing a 
mail route from the court-house in Walker county, 
Gorgia, to Rossville, in the same county; aiso into 
the expediency of establishing a mail route from 
Milledgeville, Georgia, by the way of Monticello, 
McDonough, Fayetteville, Campbelltown, Villa 
Rca, Paulding court house, Rome, Chattahooga, 
to Murfreesboro, in Tennessee. 

On. motion of Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to ‘inquire into the expediency of passing 
a law for tbe benefit of Joshua Buster, brigadier 
general of the 16th brigade Tennessee militia, re- 
funding and repaying to. him the amount he ad- 
vanced ond expended in raising two companies, 
unter the Governor’s proclamation, of Kentucky, 
in the month of July Jast, to rrise a thousand 
troops in the State of Kentucky, to defend the 
sottthwesern frontier of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. MANN cf Pennsylvania, 
Resolved, ‘that the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
peciency of granting a pension to Frederick Hill, 
of Bedford county, Pennsylvania, a soldier of the 
revolutionary war. F 

On motion of Mr CHAMZERS of Pennsylva- 
nia, f 

Resolved, That ithe referred to the Commit- 
ee on Reyotutionary Pensions, to consider the 
prepriety ofallowing a pension to Sarah Pember- 
ton, witow of Jobn Pemberton, deceased, a sol- 
der ofthe revolutionary war, 

Qa motion of Mr. MANN of New York, 

Réswived, “Voat the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of placing the name of Conrad Widrig, a revo- 
1 tionary soldier, on the pension roll of the Uni- 
ted States. è 

On motion of Mr. CHAPIN, 
 Resoleed, That the Cmmittee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire À to the expediency of mak- 
ingan appropriation for the improvement of the 
navigstion of Port bay, in the county of Wayne, 
and State of New York. 

On motion of Mr. GIDEON LEE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so far 
extending the jurisdiction of the courts of the 
United States as to include therein all cases- of 
robbery, larceny, and theft, on property driven 
on shore (or illegally taken) from vessels, or 
wretks of vessels, on the coasts of the United 
States, whether auve high water mark or below 
that line. 

On motion cf Mr. PARKER, 

Resolved, That the Committee oa Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the «xp<di- 
ency of restoring to the pension list Jolin Carhart 
and Jaseph Walling of New Jersey, the payment of 
whose pensions has been suspended. 

On motion of Mr. TAYLOR, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the «xpedi- 
ency of granting to the heirs of Henry Moose 
pension which may have been duc-to bim at 
time of his death. : 

Qn motion of Mr. CRAIG, 

‘The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tveepay, January 17, 1837. 

The journal of yesterday wes amende.’, on mo- 
tion of Mr. WHITE, so as to show that he vated 
against: bringing the individusl (who was Jast 
evening brought before the Senate) io the har. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, made in compliance 
with. a resolution of the Senate on the 29th ultima, 
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and be printed. : 
A message was received from the President of 
the United States, calling the attention of Con- 


statute of Jimitations in the District of Columbia. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, it was referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia, and 
ordered to be priated. Stag i 

A number of bills from the House were taken 
up, read twice and referred. 

Petitions were presented by Messrs. LINN, 
EWING of Ohio, WHITE, RIVES, BUCHANAN, 
DAVIS, and TIP TON, . 

Mr. WALKER, fiom the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill to create the office of Sur- 
veyor of Public Lands in the Territory of Wis- 
consin; which was read a. first time, and ordered 
toa second reading. - : 

Mr. KENT presented a paper from the Grand 
Jury of Washington county, in this District, couch- 
ed in strong, respectful and feeling language, pro- 
testing against the interference of citizens from 
distant States in the local concerns of this District, 
more especially the abolition of slavery. Mr. K. bore 
testimony to the intelligence and respectability of 
the character of the signers of the Protest, and 
concurred with them in depreca‘!ng. the inter- 
ference complained of; and expressed his opinion 
against the power of Congress to interfere with 
their property in any respect but for public pur- 
poses, Mr. K. considered there was a wide dif- 
ference between the citizens of this District 
making known to Congress their wishes and feel- 
ings in relation to their own local concerns. Con- 
gress being their only Legislature, and that of 
the citizens of a distant State, who had their own 
local Legislature to address, and, notwithstanding, 
claimed the right to call upon Congress to permit 
their opinions to have an influence in regulating 
the affairs of this District, end those of an entirely 
local character, Tt was upon those grounds he i 
objected to the interference complained of. i 

Mr. K. moved that the bil be laid on the table, 
and printed 

Mr MORRIS asked for the yeas and’ nays en 
printings which were not ordered. 

Mr HUBBARD suggested to the Senator from 
Maryland -the printing cf un extra number of co- 
pics for the purpose of distribution, 

A debate then ensued on printing anextra num- 
ber, in which esses. CALHOUN, HUBBARD, 
WALL, NILES, BROWN, KING of Alabama, | 
MORRIS, KENT, and LINN, participated. 


usual number, 
Mr. MORRIS renewed his motion for the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered: f 
YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing 
of Minois, Ewing cf Ch'e, Fulton, 


timadge, f 

Tipton, ‘Tomlinson, Watker, Wall, Witte, and l 
Wright—34. H 
NAYS—Mes Linn, Niles, Page, Re s lj 
and Strange— 5. 7 li 
S the usu-l nomber was ordered, and the || 
memorial Jaid npon thetahle. li 
Mr. HUBBARD, from ihe Com | 


reported a bii in addition te an 
of Walter Loomis and Abel Gay 

dered to a second reacting. 
om the Committe on Indian 
a bill for the relef of David ; 
s read a first time, snd ordered to | 


TIPT 


Stone; whch 
asecond reali 
Mr. PRES? 
the library, re 
tron: i 
Resolved éy the Senate 


from 


ted the 


e 


y 
they are hereby, authorized and empow 
contract for snd purchase, at tbe sum of thirty 

thousand dollara, the manuscripts of the lete Agr. 


gress to the necessity of making a revision of the |; 


The question was then taken on printing the |; 


Madison, referred to ina letter from Mrs. Madison 
to the President of the United States, dated the 
15th of November, 1836, and communicated in kis 
message of the 6th of December, 1836, conceding 
to Mrs. Madison the right to use copies cf th 
ssid manuscripts in foreign countries. 

tir, ROBINSON from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reporied the follow- 


‘ing joint resolution: 


A resolution to enable the Postmaster General 
more readily to change the commencement of 
the contract year in the Post Office Depart- 
ment. 

Resolved, By tho Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States in Congress assem. 
led, that the Postmaster Gencral be, aad he is 
hereby authorized end empowered to let the cone 


tracts for the transportation of the mails in those 


sections of the United States where thay expire 
on the Sist December, 1837, 1838 and 1839, res- 
pectively, for four years and six months, so as to 
cause them to terminate on the 30th day of June, 
1842, 1843 and 1844, to the end that the contrast 
may commence on the first dey of July, instead of 
the first day of January. 

Rr. ROBINSON, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill to provide fur the transportation of - 
the mail on railroads; which was read a first time, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WHITE offered the following resolution, 
which lies on the table ons day fer consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be, 
and he is hereby, directed to furnish the Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs with one copy of the docu- 
ments comptied and printed by Gates and Seaton. 

Mr. KING of Alabama offered the following 
resolution, which was considered and adopted, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instracted to inquire inte the expediency of mak- 
ing an appropristion for removing the obstacles at 
Dog river bar, so as to enaile all sels drawing 
tweive fret water to get up to the city of Mooile. 
n RIVES effertd the following resolution, 
h lics on the table ene day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the claim of 
the heirs of Doctor Thomas Carter, a surgeon in 
the war of the revolution, and the expediency of 
making provision by law for the payment thereof, 

‘The Senate then proceeded to the considera. 
tion of the special orderyswhich was the bil to 
limit the sales of the public lands, except to actual 
setters, in Limited quantities. 

Mr. MGRRIS said he wished to be heard on the 
subject, but that he would rather it should be 
pestponed for the present. 

Mr. EWING of Ohio then moved that the fur- 
ther cor ation of the bill be postponed to 
Friday next. 
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Mr. WALKER asked for the yeas and nays on 
that motion, and they were ordered—yeas 14, 
nays 18. 

Mr, MORRIS then moved to add the following 
(to come in after the fourth linc) as an amend- 
ment to. the amendment reported by the Commit- 
tee on Publie Lands: 

© That all jands v 
for more than ¢ 
all lands that e 
leas than ien, ene dallar; 
one dollar and seventy-five ce 

Mr. WALKER expressed 
} rendment, and hoped it would pre 
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The Senate then, on motion of Mr. BUCHA- 
NAN, went into the consideration of Executive 
business, and when the doors were opened, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
. Tuxspay, January 17, 1857.. 
Mr. VANDRPOEL moved a suspension of the 


rule, for the purpose of offering a resolution, grant- 


ing the use of the Hall of the House of Represen- 
tatives on Friday evening next, to the American 
Historical Society, for the delivery of its annual 
addréss, which was agreed to, ayes 100, noes net 
counted, and the resolution was agreed to without 
a-division. - 

a EXPUNGING THE JOURNAL. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD askeđa similar indulgence 
of the House, for the purpose.of submittiag a re- 
solution which he deemed to be of very great 
importance, Ife would ask that it be read by the 
Clerk. , : 
` Mr, JARVIS objected to the reading. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD can [ not read it, sir? 

The CHAIR said the genileman. could only 
` make a brief statement of the object of his mo- 

ion. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The reading of the re- 
solution itself would be the shortest statement he 
could make. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped that the gentleman would 
be permitted to read his resolution, as a © brief 
statement,” and that hereafter the same indui- 
gence wonld be extended to petitions. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD made a motion to suspend 
the rule, and inquired of the Chair if it were not 
in order to state the object he had in view. , 

The CHAIR said it was usual, by the courte- 
sy of the House in such cases, to permit a very 
brief statement to be made, but (adverting to the 
rule) it was not in order for the gentleman to 
read a paper or make a spevch, without the leave 
of the House. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Well, 1 will state my ob- 
jest very briefly. Itis to submit a series of reso- 

utions declaring the sense of this House that it is 
not compatible with the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States to change, alter, expunge, mutilate, or 
destroy the journals of cither house of Co ; 
that the preservation of the journals of either 
House is an object of national importance, end a 
fit subject for national legislation; thal after there 
journals haq been faithfuily kept and prcserved— 

_Mr. CUSHMAN called the gentleman to order, 
on the ground that he was proceeding beyond the 
limits of a brief statement, 

The CHAIR reminded the gentleman that he 
must confine himself to a mere siatewent of the 
obj-ct of bis motion. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD had not stated the whale 
of his object yet. Mr. U. was again proceeding, 
when 

The CHAIR again reminded him that he must 
not debate the question, but make his motion. 

‘Mr, UNDERWOOD. © Weil, sir, ray motion is 
to suspénd the rules of the House to allow me to 
offer the following resolution, Can I read it, sir. 

The CHAIR thinks not, since cbjection has 
been made to it. 

Mr, UNDERWOOD. I cannet state my object 
so well as by reading it. 

The. CHAIR remarked that the reading by the 
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. per should be read without conse if the gent 
man could himself read that which had been cb 
jected to the Clerk doing. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD would then, as briefly zs 
he. could, state his object ft was— 

Mr. CUSHMAN said it was entirely irre 
and had been repeatediy objected to. 

The CHAIR. The gentleman will make 
motion. 

Mr, UNDERWGOD. Well then I move to sts- 
pend the rules for ihe purpose of submitting to the 
considerat on of the House these resolutions now 
before me. 

The CHAIR. The motion is in order, 

Mr, UNDERWOOD, can I state sir, in substance, 
the contents of these resolutions? Bae he 

The CHAIR sgain repeated his geci 

Me, BOYD expressed a hope that the paper 
might be'read for the information cf the House. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, T just want to state their 
abject and I will do it briefly. The first— 


gal r, 


his 


iT, 
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itwould 


Mr JARVIS E rather than let the gentle- 
man get ferther cut of order, he would wihdraw 
his obj-ction to the reading. 

“he resolutions were then read, ss follows: 

Resolud, by the House of Representatives,that the 
third clause of the fifth section of the first article 
of the Constitution, in the following words, to wit: 
€ Bach House shall keep a journal of its proceed- 
ings, and from time to time publish the same, ex- 
cepting such parts as may in their judgment re- 
quire secrecy; and the yeas and nays of the mem- 
of cither Heuse, on any question, shali, at the 
ire of one fifth of those present, be entered on 
the journal,” confers no power whatever.on cither 
' House of Congress, at a subsequent session, to 
change, alter, deface, expunge, or destrey its 
journal cr. auy part thereof, when the same has 
been regularly and faithfully kept during a pre- 
vious session, and duly published, 

Resolved, further, Vhat the- journals. of “both 
Houses of Congress, kept and published as afore- 
ssid, after the adjournment, sine die, become na- 
tional archives, and that all attempts and acts of 
either House separately, or of both, ty joint reso- 
luticn, to ck vy alter, deface, expunge or destroy 
cither journal, or any part thereof, ace violations 
of the Constitntion. ` 


Rescued. That the preservation of the national 
archives fron mutation, disigurstion and de- 
struction, isa fit subject of legislation, 


Therefore, Res d. That the Committtee on 
the Judisiary be ied to report a bil providing 


for the deposite of the original jonrnals of each 
House, afer their adjournment, sine die, in’ the 
office of the Secretary of State; and for. the pun- 
ishment of every snd al! persons, their aiders and 
abettors, who shail alter, change, deface, expunge, 


Obi sed in all parts ef the hall. 
Mr. MORGAN asked for the yeas and nays on 
the motion to suspend, which were ordered, end 
were—yeas 77, nays 118, as follows: 


ji VEAS—Messre, Adama, Chilton Allon, Heman 


Allen, Ash'ey, Bailey, Bond, Briggs, Wiliam B. 
Caisan, Carter, John Chambers, Chetwood, Na- 


l thantel H. a Clark, Corwin, Crane, 
Cushing, Dawson, Ueberry, Denny, Elmore, 
Evans, Everett, Grs Greaves; Grayson, 
Grenneh, Grifin, JI ia, Hard, Hardin, 


Harlan, itarper, Liczeitine, Heister, Hoar, Howell, 
lnzersoll, Jaros, Henry Jclinson, Lawrence, Lay, 


Luke Lea, Sampson Mason, 
p k Ne-Higan, Patton, 
À Pettigrew, Peyton, 


ncher, Robertson, Rus- 
i, Augustine H. Shepperd, 
fer, Steele, Taliaferro, 
wood, Vinton, Wash- 
y, Lewis Williams, 
, Wise, and Younp—77. 

s. Ash, Parton, Rean, Besumont, 
Bouldin, 


Phillips, Pic? 
sei, Wiliam 


youm, Camorelesp, 
, Chapin, John F. 
inner, Craig, Cramer, 
; Emer, 


Fairfield, 


$ stock, Graham, Grant- 
Hamer, Pannefan, 
yson, Holsey, 
Huntington, 
whason, Rich- 
enjanin Jones, 
re, Kingersmith, Lane, Lansing, 
Lee, Joshua Lee, Leonard, Logan, 
Job -Mann,: Martin, 
a McKay, Meo 


3 
a 


m Mason, L 
Roo, 


MeLene, 
. Muhlenberg 


x 


Webster, Weeks, The 

Yeli—ils. A 

~ “Go the House refused to suspend the rule. 
Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Com- 


Bovee, Boyd, - 


mitteeof Claims, reported Senate bill for the.-re- 
lief of William Karl, without amendment; which 
was committed. i gh ee ae 

Mr, CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported an amendment.to the 
Civil List Bil which was committed. ., E 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, under instructions from 
the Committee of Ways and Means, pave. notice 
that, as soon as the Michigan bill was disposed of, 
he should ask the indulgence of the House to take 
up some of the appropriation bills. They had no 

ish tointerfere with that bill. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, 

Ordered, That the Committee of. Ways and 
Means be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the subject of an increase of the. salary of 
the Receiver of the General Land Office, commu- 
nicated to the.committee by the Secretary of ‘the 
Treasury, and that the same be referred’ to: the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr, SUTHERLAND, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a bill making appropriations 
for erecting light-houses, light-boats, and buoys, 
and making surveys for the year 1837: read twice 
and committed to a. Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union: 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, from the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs, reporte a bill supplemen- 
tary to the act of 1830, in relation to the exchange 
of lands with the Indians: vead- twice and com- 
mitted to the same committee as the foregoing. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee onthe Pnb- 
lic Lands, reported a resolution ordering the biil 
and report in relation to the JMinois Central rail- 
road to be printed for the use of the House ; 
which was concurred in, 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 
Charles G Ridgley: read twice and committed. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the same committee, re- 
ported the following resolution: ; 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to lay before this House, if 
not incompatible with the public interest, ony in- 
formation in his possession, showin the condition 
of the political relations between the Uniteu 
States and Mexico; and also, any further infor 
mation that he may haye received on the conditian 
of ‘Texas. 

On motion of Mr. H. (the resolution under the 
rule, being required to lie over one day for con- 
sideration) was taken up, then consideréd, and 
concurred in. 

Mr. BOND, from the Committee on Revoelu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the rebef of 
Josiah Clark: read twice and committed. 

Mr. WASHINGTON, fromthe Committee for 
the District of Columbia, reported a bill, entitled 
“An act to extend the jurisdiction of the corpe- 
ration of the city of Wushington;” read twice and 
committed, ~ ; 

Mr. CRAMER, from the Committee oa Foreign 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relie? of J.” B, 
Huthinson: read twice and committed 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, made an. unfavorable report 
on the case of James Chalmers; which was ordvred 
to lie on the table. , a 

bir. FRY, {rom the Committee on Revolutionary 
Fensions, made an unfavorable report on the case 
of Albert Vanderveer; which was ordered to lig on 
the table. 

Mr. FURRILL, from the Committee on R-vo- 
qutionary. Claims, maie an unfavorable report on 
the case of James Saterly; which was oricred to 
lie on the table. i 

On motion of Mr. PATTON the Committee on 
the Library were discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the resolution in relation to printing 
extra copies of the Geological Reeosnowance; 
which was read entire, and ordered to lie oa the 
table. . & 

Mr. CRAIG, from the Committee on Rovolution- 
ary Claims, made unfavorable reports upon the pe- 
tition of Martin Durham, the. petition of Thomas 
Johnston, the petition-of Lawrence Simpson, the. 
petition of William. Johnston, and the petition of 
Josiah, Hayden: ordered to lie on the tables. 

Mr, WHITTLESEY, from the Committee on 


Claims. made an unfavorable report. in the. cases 
of Wiiey Harbin, Matthews and Roads; and J. Hall; 
which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Qh motion of Br. THOMAS, the Committee on 
the Judiciary wasd'ss'ha: ged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of Elizabeth H. Newman. 

On motion of 8r: STANDEFER, the Commit- 
tee on Revolutignary Claims was discharged from 
the further consideration of the memorial of James 
R: Rice, and the same was referred to the Com- 

=o mitte on Revolutionary Pensions. p 

Mr. BOND, from the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions, made unfavorable reports on the 
case of Joseph Patterson; which was ordered to 
lie ‘on the table. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, made an unfavorable report in the case of 
Wilson Thorp; which was ordered to lie on the 
table: ` R 

Mr. MANN of New York, made an ineffectual 
attempt to introduce a. résolution changing the 
daily hour of the meeting of the House to 11 
o'clock, A.M.” 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the following resolution and amendments: 

Whereas, Congress has heretofore made dona- 
tions of the public lands for the purposes of in- 
ternal improvement and education: 

To the State of Ohio, 1,737,838 acres. 


Indiana, 1,112,592 

` Winois, 1,712,225 
Missouri, 1,181,248 
Mississippi, 733,244 
Alabama, 1,216,450 
Louisiana, 920,053 

Ter. of Michigan, 599,973 
Arkansss, 996,338 
Florida, 947,724, 


fo vie aggregate amounting to 11,057,685 acres. 

And whereas, each of the United States has an 
equal right to participate ia the benefit of the 
public lands, the common property of the Union ; 
and every wise and good American having agreed 
in the opinion that the cause of general education 
is indissulubly identified with the cause of general 
liberty ; Therefore, to do equal, and exact justice 
toali the States; to aid in diffusing among the 
rising generation intelligence enough to coinpre- 
hend, and spirit enough to defend their rights, and 
thus to elevate the n:tional character, and ine 
sure the perpetuity of our free institutions, 

Be ttresolved, That a sekret committee, ta con 
sist of one member from, each State, be appoint- 
ed, whose duty it shall:be to inquire into the jus- 
tice and expediency of making to each of the thir- 
teen orisinal American States, together with each 
of the States of Maing, Vermont, Kentucky, and 
Tennessee, such grants of the public lands for the 
purposes of education, as will corre spond in a just 
proportioa with those heretofore made in fivor of 
the first Famed States and Territories, and the 
said committee have leave to report by bill or 
otherwise, But, to avoid the objection of one 
State holding land in another, the committee is 
directed to insert a clause in the bill which they 
may report, providing that the grants to be ma le 
thereby shall be subject to sale under the laws 
ofthe General Government now in force, and that 
the proceeds arising therefrom shell be paid over 
to the States-entitled to the same. 

Mr. VINTON moved to amend the resolution 
by adding thersto the following: 

Resolved, That the said inquiry extend to all 
the States, and that the said committee be further 
instructed to inquire into ‘the expedisney of in- 
serting a c‘suse in said bill to pay said new States 
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the va ue of the improvements. made by them on - 


the public lands, or to pay to them the amount the 
public linds would have been assessed for taxes, 
i€they had been private property. 

he: last amendment was that of Mr. Curar- 
HORNE Of Mississippi, proposing that no grant 
should:interfere with the improv. ments, &c. of 
any actual settler. 

The question pending, when it was cut off by 
the orders of the day un Saturday last, was. the 
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motion of Mr. BOYD to lay the whole subject on 
the table. oe i ee 

This question being then taken, was decided in 
the affirmitive—yeas 114, nays 82, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ash, Ashley, Barton, Bean, 
Beaumont, Bell, Black, Bockee, Bond, Buon, 
Borden; Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, Bunch, Burns, 
Bynum, Cambreleng, Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chap- 
mun, Chapin, John F. H.. Claiborne, | Cleveland, 
Coles, Craig, Cramer, Cushman, Davis, Double- 
day, Dromgoole, Efner, Farlin, Fry, Fuller, Gal- 
braith, Rice Garland, Gholson, Granger, Grant- 
land, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, 
Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Howard, Hubley, 
Huntington, Jarvis, Richard M. Johnson,’ Cave 
Johnson, Henry Johnson, John W. Jones, Benja- 
min Jones, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, 
Lawler, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Jeonard, Lewis, 
Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, Abijah Mann, Job 
Mann, William Mason, Sampson Mason, Maury, 
May, McCarty, McKay, McLene, Miller, Moore, 
Morgan, Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, Parks, Pat- 
terson, Patton, Dutee J. Pearce, Pinckney, John 
Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Rogers, Schenck, 
Seymour, Sickles, Sloane, Smith; Spangler, 
Sprague, Sutherland, Taylor, ‘fhomas, John 
Thomson, Toucey, Furrill, Vanderpoe], Vinton, 
Wardwell, Weeks, Elisha Whittlesey, Thomas T. 
Whittlesey, and Yell—114. 

NAYS—Messrs- Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman 
Allen, Anthony, Bailey, Briggs, Buchanan, John 
Calhoon, William B. Calhour, Carter, John Cham- 
bers, Chetwood, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Clark, 
Connor, Corwin, Crane, Cushing, Darlington, 
Dawson, Deberry, Denny, Elmore, Evans, Eve- 
rett, French, Graham, Graves, Grayson, Grennell, 
Griffin, Hard, Hardin, Harlan, Harper, Hazeltine, 
Henderson, Heister, Hoar, Hclsey, Hopkins, How- 
ell, Huntsman, Ingersoll, Janes, Jenifer, Laporte, 
Lawrence, Luke Lea, Lincoln, McComas, McKen- 
nin, McKim, Merev, Millgan, Montgomery, Par- 
ker, James A. Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, Phil- 
iips, Pickens, Potts, Rencher, Richardson, Robert- 
son, Russell, William B. Shepard, Augustine H. 
Shepperd, Shinn, Slade, Standefer, Steele, 'Falia- 
ferro, Waddy Thompson, Turner, Underwood, 
Wagener, Washington, White, Sherrod Williams, 
and Young—82, 

So the whole subject was laid on the table, 


ADMISSION OF MICHIGAN. 


Mr. THOMAS said, howevever reluctant he 
might feel to interfere with the ordinary business 
of the House, yethe felt constrained to move a 
postpone ment of the orders, in order to take up 
the “bill providing for the admission of the State 
of Michigan into the Union.” 

Mr. PICKENS wished it to be distinctly under- 
stood that among the business proposed to be Haid 
aside, was the resolution (of Mr, Wise) proposing 
an investigation into the Executive departments 
of the Government. 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts asked for the 
yeas and nays on the motion, which were ordered, 
and were yeas 127, nays 71, 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Anthony, Ash, Barton, 
Beale, Bean, Black, Beckee, Boon, Borden, Boul- 
din, Bovee, Boyd, Buchanan, Burns, Bynum, Cam- 
breleng, Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, 
John F. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, 
Craig, Cramer, Cushman, Davis, Denny, Double- 
day, Dromgoo'e, Efner, Fairfield, Farlin, Fowler, 
French, Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, James Garland, 
Rice Garland, Gholson, Gillet, Glascock, Grant- 
land, Grayson, Haley, Hiland Hail, Hamer, Hanne- 
gan, Samuel S, Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Heister, Holsey, Holt, Hepkins, Howard, Hubley, 
Hunt, Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, Jarvis, 
Richard M. Johnson, John W. Jones, Benjamin 
Jones, Kennon, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, Lan- 
sing, Laporte, Lawler, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, 
Leonard, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Job Mann, Martin, 
William Mason, Moses Mason, May, McKeon, 
McKim, Miller, Montgomery. Moore, Morgan, 
Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, Parker, Parks, Patter- 
son, Patton, Dutee J. Pearce, Pinckney, John 
Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Richardson, Rogers, 
Schenck; Seymour, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Smith, 
Sprague, Standefer, Sutherland, Taylor, Thomas, 
John . Thomson, Toucey, Turner, Vanderpoel, 
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Wagener, Wardwell, Webster, Weeks, Thomas 
T. Whittle-ey, and Yell—127. 7 

NAYS—Messrs. Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, 
Bailey, Bond, Briggs, John Calhcon, Wilii«m B, 
Calhoun, Carter, John Chambers, Chetwood, N, 
H. Claiborne, Clark, Corwin, Crane, Dawson, De- ` 
berry, Elmore, Evans, Everett, Forester, Graham, 
Granger, Graves, Grenrel!, Griffin, Joseph Hal, 
Hard, Hardin, Harlan, Harper, lazeltine, Hoar, 
Howel’, Ingersoll, Janes, Jenifer, Cave Johnson, 
Lawrence, Luke Lea, Lewis, Lincoln, Sampson 
Mason, Maury, McCarty, McComas, McKennan, 
Mercer, Milligan, James A, Pearce, Pearson, Petti- 
grew, Phillips, Pickens, Potts, nencher, Robert- 
son, Russel!, William B. Shepard, Slade, Sloane, 
Spangler, Steele, Storer, Taliaferro, Underwood, 
Vinton, White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis. Williams, 
and Sherrod Williams—71. 

So the orders were not set aside, two-thirds not 
voting in the affirmative. 

EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATION. 

The Bouse then resumed the consideration of 
the resolution, originally submitted by Mr. Wisz, 
and the amendment proposed thereto by Mr. 
Prarce of Rhode Island, for an inquiry into al- 
leged abuses of the Executive Departments of the 
Government. 

Mr. McKEON, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the House at some length in support of 
the proposed amendment, and was followed by 
Mr. JENIFER in opposition. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said, he was about to sub- 
mit a motion as to which he anticipated the most 
unprecedented unanimity. THe took it for granted 
that the author of this resolution, and those gen- 
tlemen of the opposition who had favored us with 
such elaborate and ardent speeches in favor of its 
passage, were really “in carnes/;” that they actual- 
ly wanted a committee to look into the alleged 
corruptions of the day; and if their object was 
what they professed it to be, they would certainly 
be apt to favor any movement that would en- 
sure an immediate determination of this ques- 
tion; not protract its decision with their 
speeches till near the end of the session, and 
then tell us that they had not time enough to 
make the necessary investigation. If they 
were intent upon making discoveries, it was 
surely very important that the committee of in- 
quiry should commence its labors without delay. 
He could not, therefore, but look for entire con- 
currence in the motion he was about to submit 
from the opponents ofthe administration. And as 
to the friends of the administration, he had but a 
single word to say: It was due to the administra- 
tion, and particularly to that venerable man, who 
was soon to return to that home from which, eight 
years ago, the voice of a grateful people called 
him, that the question now under debate should 
be immediately disposed of Let not the 
creation of this proposed conrt of inquiry 
be postponed to so late a period that his op- 
ponents will attempt to avoid the responsibility 
they have assumed, by telling us, that they had 
not time enough to render their labors efficient. 
Though the original resolution was as broad as 
the English language could make it, and the effect 
ofthe motion, he was about to submit, if it pre- 
vailed, would be to cut off the amendment of the 
gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr. Pearce) yet he 
felt it his duty to move the previous question. 

Mr. V. withdrew the motion at the request of 

Mr. WISE, with the understanding that Mr, W. 
wou'd renew it. 

Mr. WISE then, after addressing the House for 
a short time, renewed the demand fer the pre- 
vious question; which was szconded by the 
House—ayes 94, noes 51. 

‘Mr. MORGAN called for the yeas and nays on 
ordering the main question; which were ordered, 
and were—yeas 121, nays 52, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Anthe- 
ny, Ash, Bailey, Bean, Black, Borden, Bouldin, 
Bovee, Boyd, Brown, Buchanan, Banch, Bynum, 
Cambreleng, Carr, Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chap- 
man, John F. H. Claiborne, Connor, Cramer, 
Cushman, Davis,- Doubleday, Danlap, Farlin, 
Fowler, Fry, Fuller, James Garland, Gholson, Gil- 
let, Glascock, Grantland, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hae 
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mer, Hannegan, Hardin, Harlan, Samuel 8. Harri- 
son, Hawkins, Haynes, Hazeltine, Heister, Hol- 
ey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Hun- 
tington, Huntsman, Ingham, Janes, Jarvis, Jo- 
seph Jobnson, Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, 
Henry Johnson, John W. Jones, Benjamin Junes, 
Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, laporte, Lawler, 
Lay, Joshua Lea, Leonard, Lewis, Logan, Loyall, 
Lucas, Lyon, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, Martin, 
William Mason, Sampson Mason, McKim, McLean, 
Montgomery, Morgan, Owens, Page, Patterson, 
Patton, Peyton, Pinckney, John Reynolds, Joseph 
Reynolds, Richardson, Rogers, Schenck, Augus- 
tine H. Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Span- 
gler, Standefer, Storer, Sutherland, TValiaferro, 
Taylor, ‘Thomas, John Thomson, Toucey, Tumer, 
Turril, Underwood, Vanderpoel, Wardwell, Wash- 
ington, Webster, Weeks, Thomas T. Whittlesey, 
Lewis Williams, and Yell—121. ` 

NAYS—Messrs. Heman Ailen, Bell, Bond, 
Briggs, John Calhoon, William B. Calhoun, John 
Chambers, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Clark, Corwin, 
Crane, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, Deberry, 
Denny, UVromgoole, Elmore, Evans, Graham, 
Granger, Graves, Grennell, Harper, Hoar, Howell, 
Ingersoll, Jenifer, Lawrence, Luke Lea, Linco!n, 
Maury, McCarty, McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, 
Dutee J. Pearce, James A. Pearce, Pearson, Pet- 
tigrew, Philips, Pickens, Potts, Reed, Robertson, 
Russell, Steele, Waddy Thompsen, Vinton, Elisha 
Whittlesey, Wise, and Young 52. 

So the House determined that the main ques- 
tion be now put, 

Mr. BOYD called for the yeas and nays on the 
main question, (which was on the adoption of the 
original resolution;) which were orJered, and 
were—yeas 165, nays 9, as follows: 

YEAS—-Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman 
Allen, Anthony, Ashley, Bailey, Bean, Black, 
Bond, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, Briggs, Brown, 
Buchanan, Banch, Burns, Bynum, Jolin Calhoon, 
William B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, Carr, Carter, 
Casey, John Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, N. H. 
Claiborne, John F. H, Claiborne, Clark, Connor, 
Corwin, Craig, Crane, Cushing, Darlington, Davis, 
Dawson, Deberry, Denny, Doubleday, Dunlap, 
Elmore, Evans, Farlin, Forester, Fowler, French, 
Fry, James Garland, Gholson, Glascock, Graham, 
Granger, Grantland, Graves, Grayson, Grennell, 
Griffin, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, 
Haidin, Samuel S. Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Hazeltine, Heister, Hoar, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, 
Howard, Howell, Hubley, Huntington, Huntsman, 
Ingersoll, Ingham, Janes, Jarvis, Jenifer, Jo- 
seph Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, C. Johnson, 
Henry Johnson, John W, Jones, Benjamin Jones, 
Klingensmith, Lane, Laporte, Lawler, Lawrence, 
Lay, Joshua Lee, Luke Lea, Leonard, Lewis, Lin- 
coln, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, Abijal Mann, 
Job Mann, Martin, Sampson Mason, Maury, Me- 
Carty, McComas, McKay, McKennan, McKim, 
McLene, Mercer, Milligan, Montgomery, Moore, 
Morgan, Owens, Page, Parker, Patterson, Patton, 
Pearson, Pettigrew, Peyton, Phillips, Pickens, 
Finckuey, Potts, Reed, Rencher John Reynolds, 
Richardson, Robertson, Rogers, Russell, Augustine 
H. Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Slud>, 
Spangler, Standefer, Steele, Storer, Taliaferro, 
Thomas, John Thomson, Toucey, Turner, Under- 
wood, Vanderpoel, Vinton, Ward, Washington, 
Webster, Weeks, Etisha Whittlesey, Thomas T. 
Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Wise, Y< il, and Young 
—165. i 

NAYS—Messrs. Ash, Cushman, Fuller, Lansing, 
Parks, Schenck, Taylor, Turrill, and Wardwell—9. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. BELL renewed the notice of bis motion 
for leave to bring ina bill to secure the freedom 
of elections. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Ohio made an ineffectual 
attempt to submit the following resoiution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands, 


be instructed to inquire into the expediency of- 


granting a township, or other quantity of land, to 
each of the States of this Union, for the purpose 
of enabling them to erect suitable buildings, and 
to print or purchase. all necessary books for the 
instruction of the blind within their respective 
limits. 

On motion of Mr, GRAVES, adjourned. 


IN’ SENATE, 
~ Weprespay, January 18, 18°7. 

Mr. CUTHBERT of Georgia appeared and 
took his seat, . 

The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the Treasury Department, transmitting a report 
from the Register of the Treasury, prepared in 
compliance with the act to regulate and fix the 
compensations of the clerks employed in the pub- 
lic offices. 

Also, a communication from the Postmaster 
General, in answer to the resolution of the Senate 
of the last session directing a report to be made of 
the number of deputy postmasters in service, 
with the emoluments received by each, stating 
that, in consequence of the destruction of the 
Post Office building by fire, nearly all the informa- 
tion procured during the recess for the purpose of 
comylying with the resolution has been lost, and 
that there will not be time enough left of the pre- 
sent session to obtain the information in lieu of that 
destroyed. 

Mr. MOORE of Alabama presented two memo- 
rials from the Legislature of Alabama, praying for 
the extension of pre-emption rights in certain 
cases; also, a memorial from the same in relation 
tothe two per cent. fund belonging to-said State; 
all of which were referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. . 

Memorials and petitions were also presented by 
Messrs. LINN, KENT, SOUTHARD, DAVIS, 
SIRANGE, and PRESTON. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which had been referred the me- 
morial of sundry Choctaw Indians on the subject, 
reported a bill providing for the adjustment of 
certain claims to lands under the 14th article of 
the Choctaw treaty; which was read and ord-red 
to a second reading. 

Mr BUCHANAN, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Relations, reported a bil to continue in 
force, for a limited time, the act for carrying into 
effect the convention between the United States 
and Spain. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary claims reported a bill for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Henry Fisher, deceased; 
which wes read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported a bill to authorize the payment fof 
invlid pensions in certain cases; which was read, 
and ordered toa second reading. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Comittee on Pablic 


| Lands, to which had been referre l the resolution 


introduced by Mr. Ewing of Ohio, to rescind the 
Treasury order, designating the funds to be receiv- 
ed in payment at the Land Offices, reported the 
same without amendment, and said that he was in- 


! structed by the committee to move to lay the re- 


solution on the table when it should come "p. 

Mr. WALKER, at the same time, from the 
same committee, reported a bill designating and 
limiting the funds which shall be receivable for the 
publ’c revenue; which was read, and ordered toa 
second reading. 

Mr. KING of Alabama, or leave, introduced a 
bill to establish an additional Jand district in Als- 
bama; which was read twice and referred. 

Mr. LINN, on leave, introduced the following 
bills; which were severally twice read and re- 
ferred: 

A bill to authorize the President of the United 


States to run and mark the Hne dividing the Ter- j 


ritory of the United States on the north from the 
State of Missouri; and 

A bill providing for the execution of certain 
surveys of the public lands, 

Mr. SEVIER submitted the following resolution, 
which Hes on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inq:tire into the expediency 


of causing patents to be issued to James Smith of | 


the Post of Arkansas, for tbe southwest fractional 


quarter of section eighteen south, in range two west; | 


also, for the east part of the northwest fracticnal 
quarter of section nineteen, in township eight south, 
in range two west; and also the west half of the 
southwest quarter of section nineteen, in range 
two west, which appeared to have been entered 


| final decision before the close of the session. 


| his intentien to throw any unnecessary impedim 


by said Smith on the 23d March, 1835, at Little 
Rock, in the Territory of Arkansas. : 

Mr. EWING of Ghio offered the following reso- ° 
lution, which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to the Senate a state- 
ment of the amount of moneys received for public 
lands in each month of the year 1836, so faz as he 
has returns thereof, ‘ 

Also, resolved, That he inform the Senate what 
amount of money has been expended in each 
month of the year 1836, in removing gold and sil- 
ver from the land offices to the deposite banks; 
and whether any, and if any, the amount of losses 
sustained thereby. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN offered the following resos, 
lation, which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the Secretary of War be direct- 
ed to communicate to the Senate, În addition to the 
report or letter of explanation of Gov.Call concern- 
ing the military operations in Florida,required by re- 
solution of the 14th inst. the communication call- 
ing for that report, and any other communication 
from or to the said Governor on the subject thereof. 

Mr. KING of Georgia offered the following. re- 
solution, which lies on the table one day for con- 
sideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be re- 
ques‘ed to transmit to the Senate copies of all 
correspondence in his department, not heretofore 
communicated, or so much thereof as may be com- 
municated without injury to the public interest, 
showing the present relations between the United. 
States and Texas, 

The b'li to limit the sales cf {he public Jands 
except to actual settlers, and in limited quantities, 
came up as the special orler. 

Mr. WALKER proposed,as no gentleman scem- 
ed ready to go on with the discussion, to postpone 
the further consideration of the b H until to-mor- 


i TOM. 


"Mr. CLAY expressed a vith fr a postpone- 
ment to a later period. He expressed his opposi- 
tion to the bill throughout, and said that he would 


_ be able to demonstrate conclusively, that instead 


of preventing speculations in the public lands, and 
limiting the sa’es, it would increase the sales to a 
great degree, and operate as an encouragement to 
speculation. 

Mr. t WING of Ohio, after a few remarks, 
moved to postpone the bill until Monday. 

Mr. WALKER objected to the postponement 
to so late a day as Monday, on the ground that this 
being a short session, it would endang?r the pas- 
sage of the bill, He wished the bill to be taken 
up to-morrow, and for the discussion to ga on 
while gentlemen were preparing their amend- 
ments, He knew that it could not be passed with- 
eut considerable discussion; and, therefore, the 
sooner that discussion commenced, the better the 
chance the bill would have cf being brought to a 
Ifa 
postponement should be ordered, be hoped that it 
would not be toa later day than Friday next. 

Mr. KING of Alabama did not wish to prevent 


| any gentleman from having a fair opporinaty of 
expressing his opinions on the subject, and was 


willing to allow a reasonable time to make the “bill 
as perfect in its details as possible. With regard 
to what had fallen from the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Clay,) he presumed that it was not 
est 
in the way of passing this bill, It was not to its 
details, but tothe great principle of it, that the 
Senator objected; and he would take the occasion 
to say that it would puzzle that geutleman’s inge- 
nuity to show (as he had said he could do) that 
there were provisions in the bill that would Jead 
to more speculation than was practised under ‘the 
present system of conducting land sales, No mat. 
ter what measure sbould be devised, it was more 
than any man could de to prevent speculation alto- 
gether. But the friends of the b il believed thit 
much could be done towards limiting its extent, 
and therefore were anxious to give their plin a 
fair trial. 

Now, as to disposing of the bill, he would pre- 
fer that the Senate should go on with it to-murrow, 
and gentlemen could, in the meantime, prepare 
such amendments as they might wish to offer, 
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He would now repeat, what he had said when he 
arose, that he was willing to give a reasonable 
time for the discussion; but beyond the time he 
had mentioned, he was not disposed to go. He 
hoped the Senator from Mississippi (Mr. Walker) 
would consider it his duty to the Senate, and to 
the country, to take up the bill as early as_pessi- 
ble, and then gentlemen would have an opportu- 
nity of discussing the subject. 

The question was then taken, and the further 
-consideration of the bill was postponed till Friday 

next. 
_ On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the previous or- 
ders were postponed, and the Senate took up the 
bill anticipating the payment of the indemnities 
due to American citizens under the French and 
Neapolitan treaties, 

A debate ensued, in which the bill was advo- 

cated by Messra. WRIGHT and BUCHANAN, 
and opposed by Messrs. CLAY, CALHOUN, and 
BAYARD. 
_ After which, the question was taken, Shall this 
bill be-engrossed. and read a third time? snd de- 
cided in the negative—yeas 19, nays 22, as fol- 
lows. 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Buchanan, Dana, Ful- 
ton, Grundy, Hubbard, Linn, Nicholas, Niles, 
Page, Rives, R abiso, Ruggles, Sevier, Fall- 
madge, Tipton, Walker, Wall, and Wright—19. 

NAYS-—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Brown, Cal. 
heun, Chy, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing of Hingis, 
Ewing of Ohio, Hendricks, Kent, King of Geor- 
gia, Knight, Moore, Morris, Prentiss, Preston, 
Bobbins Strange, Swift, Tomlinson, and White— 

2 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the bill to repeal 
the 10th and 12th clauses of the second section of 
the tariff act of 1832 was taken up, and consider- 
ed asin Committee of the Whole; and after an ex- 
planation from Mr. WRIGHT, ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

The following, bilis were severally read the se- 
cond time and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The bill to authorize Peter Warner of Indiana 
to purchase a certain half section of Jand. i 

The bill to allow a drawback of duties on im- 
ported hemp, when manufactured into cordage and 
exported. 

-After the considcration of Exceutive business, 

The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
i Wronespair, Jan. 18, 1837. 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the reliefof Reuben 
Brady: read twice, and committed. 

Mr. FORESTER, from the same committee, 
reported a joint resolution for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Michael Fenwick, de- 
ceased: read twice, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading to-morrow. 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

Mr. MERCER, from the Committees on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill to continue the National 
road from the Mississippi river to Jefferson city 
inthe State of Missouri: read iyice; end referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the stale of the 
Union. . 

Mr MERCER, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill to continue the National road frora 
Vandalia to the Mississippi river, in the State of 
Hlinois: read twice, and committed to the Commit- 
tee of the W hole on the state of the Unien. 

Mr. PANE nS, from the Committee on Rey olu- 
tonar sions, reported a bill-for the rc 
William Fitzgerald: read twice and committed, 

Mr, FRY, from the same committee, reported a 
bill for the relief of Hannah Eldridge of Maine: 
read twice and committed. 

On motion of Mr. MORGAN, the Committee 
on Revolutionary Tenors was discha fror 
the further consideration of the case of Klis Fy- 
cer; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Resolutions were then called for, commencing 
with Kentucky, the point. where the House last 
left off. 

Qn motion of Mr, BOYD, 
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Resolved, That the. Committee on Military Af 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of causing an examination to be made by a board 
of officers of rank and experience of the improve- 
ments in fire-arms by Cochran, Hall, Colt, and 
Baron Hacket, and that the general results be 
presented in tabular statements, exhibiting the ad- 
vantages of each in all important military points 
of- view, and especially as to 
` 1. The celerity of fire; 

2. The extent of recoil; 

8. The efficiency of the fire; 

4. The inconvenience from heated barrels. in 
rapid firing; 

5. ‘The capacity of being used as a rifle; 

6. The simplicity and cheapness of construc- 
tion; 

7. Durability; ` 

8. Saving of ammunition and appendages ; 

9. The number of charges which may be car- 
ried by: an infantry soldier : . 

10. The advantages when used against a charge 
of cavalry; and 

11. The advantages when used by cavalry. 

Mr. HAWES submitted the following, which 


iwas read: 

aN Resolved, That all petitions, memorials, resolu} 
tions, propositions, or papers, relating in any way, 
or to any extent whatever, to the subject of sla- 
very, or the abolition of slavery, shall, without 
being either printed or referred, be laid upon the 
table, aad that no further action whatever shall be 
had thereon. 

Mr. HAWES said, he thought it was time the 
House should adopt a resolution of this kind, after 
the time which had been lost by discussions on abo 
tition petitions. He wished to raise no debate, be- 
cause he thought they had had enough on this sub- 
ject; and therefore, to test the sense of the House, 
he moved the previous question, 

Mr. ADAMS raised the question of the conside- 
ration of the resolution and, 

Afier some conversation between the CHAIR, 
Mr, MERCER and Mr. ADAMS, the CHAIR en- 
tertaine | the motion, and the question was put, 
‘shali th's resolution be now considered.” 

Mr, PHILLIPS called for the yeas and nays 
which were ordered and were yeas 115, nays 57, 
as follows:* 

YRAS—Messrs. Anthony, Barton, Bean, Black. 
Boon, Bavee, Boyd, Brown, Buchanan, Bunch, Barns, 
leng, Carr, Carter, Casey, © hapman, Chapin, John F. H. Clai- 
borac, Ç ‘Jeveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, Cramer, Crane. Cush- 
man, Davis, Deberry, Doubleday, Dunlap, Efner, Farian, 
French, Fry, Galbraith, Gholsou, Graham, Grantland, Graves, 
Joseph’ Fall, Hamer, *Hannegan, Hardin, Harlan, Albert G. 
Tracrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Henderson, Holsey, Fop- 
kins, Howard, Hubley, Huntington, Huntsman, Jarvis, Richard 
M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Benjamin Jores, Kitgore, Lane, 
La Laporte, Lawler, Gideon Lee, Joshua La , Thomas 
Lee, Luke Lea, Leonard, Logan, Abijah Menn, Mar tin, Wm 
Mason, Sampaon Mason, Maury, May, McComas, } McKay, 
McKim. McLene, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Owens, 
Page, Patterson, ‘James A. Peares, Pinckney, John Rey 

seph Reynolds, Richardson, Regers, Seymour, Aug 
epperd, Shi Shinn, Snaith, Spangler, Stane defer, & 
‘Taylor, Thomas, Jahu Thomsen. Toucey, Turvill, Vanderpsel, 
Ward, Webster, Weeks, White, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Lewis 
rod Williams, and Yell—-115. 

ssrs. Adams, Heeman Allen, Bailey, Bond, Boul- 
3, Bynum, William P. Calhoun, Campbell, George 
rs, Chaney, Chetwood, ‘Childs, Clark, Darlington, Den- 
x, Evereit, Fowler, Granger, Grayson, Grennell, Grif- 
fi Tiland Hail, Hard, Harper, Hazeltine, Heister, Hoar, 
Howell, Hunt, Ingersoll, Ingham, Janes, Kennor is Lawrence, 
L ineoln, Job Mann, Mc Sarty, McKennan, Mercer, Parke: x, Dutee 
J. Pearce, Phillips, Reed, Robertson, Ruesell, W. B. Shepard, 
Sloan orer, Taliaferro, Waddy Thampson, Under: 
wood, ; Elisha Whittlesey, and Young—87. 

So the considereation of the resolution was 
agreed to a [vote in the negative would have been 

ntamount to its rejec- ion. ] 


“Mr. HAWES then renewed his cometh for the 


Bockee, 


r ROBERT 30N Mored a call of the House: 


Mr, EVANS called for the yeas and nays on or- 
dering the main questicn to be put, which were 
ordered, and were—yeas 127, nays 66, as follows:* 

¥ Z Mesara. Chilton Allan, Anthony. Ash, Asbley, Bat- 
ton, Bean, Beaumont, Bell, Black, Bockee, Boon, Bo ree, Boyd, 
Brown, Buchanan, Bunch, Burns, Cambreleng, r, Casey, 
Chaney, Chapman, Chapin; John P.H. Claiborne, Cleveland, 
Coles, Connor, Craig, Cramer, Cashman, Davis, De berry, 
Deubleday, Dunlap, Efner, Farlin, French, Fry, Gaibraith, 
Gholson, Grantland. Joseph Hall, Hamer. Hannegan, Fardin 
Harlan, Albert G. Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, 
Hopkins, Howard, Jinbley, Huntingten, Huntsman, Jarvis, 
Joseph Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, Cave Jobnsan, Henry 


Ses 


| 


| 
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Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Kernon, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, 
Lansing, Lawler, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Thon: mas Lee. Luke 
Lea, Leonard, Logan, Loyall, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, William 
Mason, Moses Mason, Sampson Mason, Maury, May, McCarty, 
McComas, McKay, McKim, MeLene, Miller, Montg somery, 
Moore, Morsan, Owens, Page, Parks, Patterson, Franklin 
James A. Pearce, Pinckney, John Reynolds, Joseph 
Richardson, Rogers, Schenck, Seymour, Shields, 
iekles, Smith, Standefer, Steele, Sutherland, Taylor, 
Thomas, Jehn Thomson, Toucey, Turner, Purrill, V: anderpoel, 
Wagener, Ward, Ware: well, Webster, Weeks , White, Thomas 
T, Whittlesey, Sherrod WE Hams, and Yeli—127, 

NAYS —Messrs. AC RDS, Heman Allen, Bailey, Bond, Bor- 
den, Bouldin, m., John Calhoon, William R Cal- 
houn, Geor Jobn Chambers, Chetwood, Childs, 
Clark, Crane, gton, Denny, Evans, Evere 
Rice Gayl and, € am, r, Graves, Grayson, Grennell 
Haley, Hile d Hall, Hard, “Harper, Hazeltiz.e, Henderson, 
Heister, Hoar, Jowell, Hunt, Ingersoll, Ingham, Janes, Laporte, 
Lawrence Lincoin, McKennan 3 Mercer, Parker, "Dutse J 
Pearce, Phi Pickens Re Rencher, Robertson, Russell, 
William B. e H. Shepuerd, Slade, Sloane, 
Spangier, S rwood, Vinton, Elisha Whit 
uesey, Lewis W ili liame, ane Yo 


So the House agreed that the main question be 
now put. 

Mr. GRENNELL called fer the yeas and nays 
on the adoption of the resolution; which were or. 
dered, and were—yeas 129, nays 69, as fcllows:* 


YEAS- uie ©. Allan, Anthony, Ash, Barton, Bean, Beau- 
Black ee, Boon, Rovee, Royd, ’ Brown, Bu. 
aN Bach Bo rns, Bynum, Jokn Calhoon, Cambreleng, 
Carte?, Chapman, Chapin, John P. 
i. Claiborne. Connor, Craig. Cramer, Cush. 
man, Davis, Deberry, “Doubleday, r, Farlin, French, 
Fry, Fuller, Gai? raith, Gholson, Grandand, Graves, Joseph 


Pierce, 


Pall, Hamer, Hannegan, “Hardin, Harlan, A. G. Harrison, 

Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Hopkins, Howard, Hub. 

ley, Huntington, Hunt Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, 
C 


Kennon, Kilgore, Klingen- 
ua Lee, Thomas Lee, Luke 
a Mann, Joh Mann, W. 
am P. Maury, 
ter, Montgome- 
Pan. Parke, Patiersen, Franklin 
z, Pinch ha Reynolda, 
Seymour, 
nn Rickies, Smith, Spang. 
John Thomson, Touw 
oel, V ener, Ward, Webster, 
T. Whitliesey, Lewis W iiams, Sher: 
1-128, 
dams, Ueman Alten, Bailey, Bond, Bor- 
William B. Calhoun, Campbell, Cham. 
a Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Clark, 
arlington, Denny, &. Evans, Horace 
Granger, Grayson, Gryeunell, Griffin, 
Baley, H. Hall, . Hazeltiue, Fienderson, Heister, Tloar, 
Howell, Hunt, Ingersoll, Ingham, Janes, J. W. Jones, B. Jones, 
Laporte, RE awrence, Lay, Lincoln, Lyon, MeCarty, MeKennan, 
Mercer, à Milligan, Morris, Parker, Patton, D. J.” Peärce, Phil- 
i ced, Rent her, Boberison, Russell, W. B. She- 
ague, Stayer, Taliaferro, w. Thomp- 
son, Vinton W cede ind E W. hitesey- 69. 


(Before the decision was announced, Mr. 
Dromeoore rose and asked the permission-of the 
House to record his vote in the affirmative, as he 
was momentarily out of his seat when his mame 
was cal'ed It was obj. cted to] 

The following Mes 


Richard M. Jonnson 
smith, Lane, Lan: 
Lea, Leonard. 

Mo: 


ry, Moore, 
Pierce, Jam 


eppesd. Shie 
Steele, Ta 


den, B 
bers, Cl 
Crane, Ca 
Everett, Fowler. 


ssage in writing was received 
from the President of the United ‘States, by the 
hands of his private secretary, Andrew Jackson Jr, 
Esq. 


Tu the Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


y submit to the House of Repre- 
munications from the Se- 


sentatives, c 


er: tary of the Treasury and the Attorney of the 
Un nited States 
The; 


tor the District of Cohimbia. 

e to the cifficuities which have been 
ed under the existing laws, in bringing to 
ecnviction and punishment the supposed incendia- 
ries of the Tre sin the year 1833. 

the peculiar s of this case, 80 
long concealed, and c flagrant frauds by 
ns disconnected with the Government, which 
were stijl lmger concealed, and to screen some of 
which for eyer was pre babl ly a principal induce- 
ment to ae ‘burn g of the buildings, lead me 
> vision of the laws on 
na wish not only to 
t here afier more severe for 
1 of the public preperty, 
ey the statute of limitation in 
es exces t small misdemeanors, and 
y to avail himself of its 
i the commission of the 
crime was oe conceals is cr the persons on trial 
were net suspected of having perpetrated the 
offence. 

It must he manifest to Congress that the ex- 
pased state of the public recores here, without fire- 
proof buildings, imperatively requires the most 
ample remedies for their protection, and the great- 


a 
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est vigilance and fidelity in oll officers, whether 
executive or judicial, in bringing to condign: puan- 
ishrrent the real offenders, 

Without these, the public property js in that 
deplorable situstion which depends quite as much 
on accident and good fortune, as the laws. for 
safety. ADDREW JACKSON. 

January 17, 1837. Di 


Treasury Deranrment, Dec. 27, 1836. 

Sır: Itis requested that you would communi- 
cate to this Department the technical objections 
on the ground of the statute of limitations, whic 
may have been raised to prevent conviction in the 
trial of the supposed offenders for burning the 
Treasury buildings in March, 1833. 

I will thank you to state also the instructions 
given by the court to the jury on that subject, in 
order that, through the President of the United 
States, the attention of Congress may be early in- 
vited to any new legislation which the circuni- 
stances of the case may appear to render proper, 
in order to increase the sec arity of the public pro- 
petty in this city, by both increasing the punish- 
ment for illegal depredations upon it, snd remov- 
ing such improper obstacles to conviction there- 
for, when the > supposed offenders are detected, as 
may seem io Congress now to exist. Tam, &e. 

(Signed) LEYLI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
F.S. Key, 


Distt Avy United States, Washington. 


Wasuincron, 27th December, 1526. 
sr: According to me request in your Jetter of 
this day, Linclose a copy of the instructions given 
by the Court to the Jury, on the Act of 1790, on 
the tris] of Richard FL. White. 

T unterstand that the only juror whe held out 
for acqui'ting the prisoner, was satisfied of his 
guilt, but refused to find him guilty on the ground 
of this instruction as to the limitations, Tt is cer- 
tainly highly necessary thut the law should be 
amended so as to prevent the bar of the statute 
from operating in cases where the proper officers 
of Government did net know, end could not by due 
dilligence have known, by whom the offences were 
committed, One or twe cases similar to the pre- 
sent have occurred heretofore in the Circuit Court 
in which this defence has been sustained. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) 


Circuii Court of the District of Columbia for the 
aunty of Wushington, November term, 1836, 


Tue Unirep Srares,) On an indic nent for burning the 


against 
RicHArD H. 
“If the jury be 
sudden departure 


4 
\Wurre. } lowing ins 


1 


Heve from the evidence that the 


ser, on the evenin 30th Mate) 33, 

for the purpose, or with a view, to ay zoid punish- 
ment for the offence of burning the ‘Fr 
building, or for any other cence, this was a 


fleeing from justice, and the sta 
is no bar; unless the jery should 
said prisone rw: ae retur 
Washingt 
public, an 
tunity was 
gence and 
that two years an dr more have e 
period tothe time of finding the hi 
case”? 


District or Cot MBIA, County of F 


py of thei instruction gi 
court in tze case of the United Sta 
Richard H. White, on an indictment for burning 
the Treasury building 


In testimony whereof, I hereunto subscribe my 
name and affix the seal of the said Gir- 
cuit Court for the county aforesaid, at 

] the city of Washington, this 28th day of 
December, 1836. . -- 

(Signed) WM. BRENT, Clerk. 
The Message having been read, was, on motion 
of Mr. THOMAS, referred, with the accompany- 
ing documents to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and ordered to be printed. 
The following Message in writing was also re- 
ceived frem the President of the United States, by 


ca) 


the hands of Andrew Jackson Jr. Esq. 
To the House af Representatives of the United 
t States: 


I transmit to Congress herewith, the copy of an 
act of the State of Missouri, passed on the 16th 
ultimo, expressing the assent of that State to the 
several provisions of the act of Congress entitled 
* An act to extend the western boundary of the 
State of Missonri to the Missouri river,” approved 
June 7th, 1836, A copy ofthe act, duly authenti- 
cated, has been deposited in the Department of 
State. ANDREW JACKSON. 

Wasainenon, January 17th, 1837. 


AN ACT to express the assent of the State of Mis- 
souri to the extension of the western boundary 
line of the State. 


Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Missouri, as follows: 

1. Phat the State of Missouri has, and by th’sact 
does, declare her assent to the several provisions 
of the act of Congress, entitled “ An act to extend 
the western boundary of the State of Missouri to 
the Missouri river,” approved the 7th of June, 
18°6, and do hereby accept the same. 

2, The Governor of this State is authorized to 
transmit to the proper anthority of the United 
States a copy of this act, duly certified under the 
great seal of State. 

JOHN JAMEZON, 
Speaker of ihe House of Representatives. 

FRANKLIN CANNON, 

President of the Senate. 

Arvrovep, December 16th, 1836. 

LILBURN W. BOGGS, 


1, Lirgury W. Boces, Governor of the State of 
Missouri, do hereby certify that the aforegoing isa 
true copy of “An act to express the assent of the 
State of Missouri to the extension of the western 
boundary line of the State,” approved as set forth 
December 16th, 1836, 

Intestimeny whereof, T have hereunto set my 
hand, and caused the Great Seal of the 
State to be affixed. Done at the city 
of Jefferson, this nineteenth day of 
December, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
six, and of the indepentence of the 
United States th esixty-first, a and of the 
State of Missouri the seventeenth. 


LILBURN W. BOGGS. 


(x. s.) 


By the Governor: 
HENRY SHURLOS, 
Secretary of State. 


The Message baring been read, w 
of Mr MERCER, ordered to He on the iaje 
be printed. 

The SPEAKER also hid before the Hou 
comreunicstion from the Secre 
ry, transmitting a report of the R 
Treasury on the salaries of cle i 
cffiecs, whieh, on 


and 


Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio,was referre ed tothe 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed. 


The House then proceeded to the-— 
ORDETS DE THE DAY, 

The bil to 2 
United States to 
tothe several States was then t 
third time, and passed. 

The bill amendatory of the act fer the 
nuation of the Cumberland road, was, on motion of 
Mr. THOMAS, postponed until to-merrow. 

The bill to change the collection district of 


up, 


com 


Deighton, in the State of Massachusetts, to. Fall 
river, and for other purposes, was read a third | 
time and passed. 


The joint resolution authorizing the Secretary 


_ of the Treasury to correct a clerical error in the 


award of the Commissioners under the treaty with 
France, of 1831, was read a third time and passed. 

The House then took up the bill to amend the 
act fur the relief of. the exiles from Poland. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to postpone the 
further consideration of the bill until Tuesday 
next. 

And, after some few remarks by Messrs. BOON, 
LINCOLY®, MAY, a and BOULDIN, 

Mr. THOMAS moved to lay the bill on the ta- 
ble, which was agreed to—ayes 99, noes not 
counted. 

The joint resclution granting a portion of the 
public lands to Universities and Colleges in the 
several States was taken up, read twice, and, on 

motion of Mr. FRENCH, referred to a Commit- 
tee ofthe Whole on the stat e of the Union. 

The joint resolation granting a pension to Mrs. 
Decatur was also taken up, read twice, and, on 
motion of Mr. THOMAS, postponed until to-mor- 
row. 

The bil to continue in force fora limited time 
“An act. authorizing certain soldiers in the late 
war to surrender the bounty lands drawn by them, 
and to lecate others. in lizu thereof,” was taken 
up, and, on motion of Mr. KENNON, referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. ¢ 

The “billto change the title of certain officers 
of the navy,” was taken up, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

The ©bill directing the fabrication of certain 
gold coins,” was taken ae and, after a few words 
from Messrs. A. MANN, JARVIS, MERCER, 
PARKER, GSUITEERLAND, and CONNOR, was 
postponed until to-morrow. 

‘The “bill to abolish the distinctions.in ports of 
entry, snd extending the privilege of drawback,” 
ko postponed ‘Wil to-morrow. 

“bill to establish a more uniform rule of 
compu! ing the mi'eage and per diem compensa- 
tion of members of Congress,” was taken up. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL “moved its postponement 
till tomorrow, for the purpose, he explained, of 
reachinge the Michigan bii. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD wished to move an amend- 
ment so as to pës tpone it to aday certain, and to 
nt-at-arms a return of he 
-mbers at the present and 


mileage han 
list 


ec H AIR sakt a motion to postpone was not 
à f amendment. 
n SUTHERLAND moved to lay it on the 
table. 

Ale, WILLIAMS of North Carolina, asked for 
the yeas and nays, which being ordered. 


Mr. SUTHERLAND withdrew the motion, 
and the motion te postpone recurring, a after some 
i WADDY THOMPSON, the 


2 ordered on the call of Mr. 


VILLIAM 

The moton io pos 
cussed by M 
CRAIG, and 5 ANDERPOST. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moveu the pr. vious quès- 
tion, (on ordering the bilito be engrossed.) 

Mr. WARD WELL moved to lay the bill on 
the table; [si k prece dence -J 

Mr. CRAIG asked fi : 
were ordet ved, an d we 


vas further briefly dis- 
, L. WILLIAMS, 


ug decided 
T d on the de- 
tion; which was second- 
8, noes 63. 
i for the yeas and nays on 
iion to be pat, but they 


ed 


we » the question, there 
aj nees 32, no quoram. 
j a call ef ihe House. Lost. 


The questi in take nand decided in 
the affirms s not counted. 

Mr. HEISTE R cal ed for the yeas and nays on 
the main question, (the EDET ossment of the bill;} 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 186, nays 16. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 


ENT 
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third reading; and; the question being when the 
, bill should be read a third time, 

Mr. HANNEGAN said he thought they had 
done injury enough for one day, for they had order- 
ed to be engrossed one ef the most confused. and 
ill-digested measures ever passed. upon. in that 
House; and he therefore moved that the House 
adjourn. Lost.” 

The question ordering the bill to be engrossed 
for a third reading to-morrow was lost, 71 to 76, 
and the bill was ordered to be read a third time 
now. ‘ 

‘The “bill for the réorganization of the Treasury 
Department,” was, on motion of Mr. MANN of 
New York, postponed until to-morrow. . 

The House then took up the bill from the Senate 
entitled “An. act to admit the State of Michigan into 
the Union, upon an equal footing with the original 
States;” the question being on its commitment 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the "Union. 

Mr. THOMAS said he did not feel a very deep 
interest in the decision of this question. He 
believed that this bill ought to be speedily 
disposed of, and would prefer that the House 
should act upon it in that form which would 
ensire the esrliest decision. The people of Mi- 
chigan, we. know, exceeded eighty thousand 
in number four years since, and were at that 
time, under the guaranties of the ordi- 
nance of 1787, and in accordan:e with the 
‘course pursued towards the other States which 
have been admitted, entitled to all the be- 
nefits enjoyed by. other citizens of the United 
States, This claim has been postponed, and 
I think the House ought to proceed in that mode 
which will secure to the majority of the body the 
‘entire control of the measure. In the House we 
have a right to order the previous question; in 
the Committee of the Whole the rules take 
away the privilege of that question, Aithough 
the previous question has been, and will be 
anithematized, yet no man who has marked 
the action of this, or of any other legislative 
body, will deny but that nearly every mem- 
ber has, at one time or another, voted for 
that question, when in his opinion such a measure 
had become necessary.to terminate unreasonable 
discussion. In this instance the House ought to 
be, and Mr. T. hoped it would be, reasonably in- 
dulgent.. If the discussion should be confined to 
questions directly or indirectly connected with 
the bill, they would he heard until the Honte was 
prepared todecide. “Bat ifthe debate should be 
unreasonably extended, it ought to be closed, and 
he hoped would be closed, in justice to the people 
of Michigan, whose representatives have a right to 
participate in the legislation of Congress. 

Mr. HARDIN said for his part he did not care 
whether this subject was referred to a Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, or not, 
provide a fill and free opportunity to discuss the 
sibject was sloyed, The gentleman from Mary- 
land (Mr. “Ciiomas) had promised that he would 
not move nor support the previous question, pro- 
vided gentlemen confined themsclves to the sub- 
ject of the bill; but, he would ask, who was to be 
the judge in this case? because some gentlemen 
spoke more close to the question than others on 
any subject. If however, he could be allowed a 
reasonavle scope of debate, he cared little where 
the billwent. He did not know thathe would de- 
sire to discuss the question, but ifit was necessary 
for him to do so, he wished to have the opportu- 
nity. mes 

Mr. JENIFER inquired of the Chair if it was 
not indispensably necessary that this bill should be 
committed? If he was not very much mistaken, 
it involved an appropriation. 

The CHAIR replied, that it dil not involve an 
appropriation Ht oniy directed: that Michigan 
shouid have icv share of the surplus now for dis- 
tribution. 

Mr. JENIFER inquired if it did not provide 
that a portion of the public money should be ta- 
ken from the Treasury? 

~- The CHAIR remarked, that it did not propose 
to take any money out of the Treasury in the shape 
of an appropriation. It only provided for giving 


ome, esses ee a RN 


a a 
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Michigan a share of the surplus revenue, which. 
if this bill did not pass, would go to the other 
States. : UE 

The question then recurred on committing the 
bill to a Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. . j é F 
`. Mr, REED called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, pe ee 

Mr.. THOMSON of Ohio then called for the 
reading of the bill, and it was accordingly read by 
the Clerk. 

Mr. BRIGGS renewed the point of order, that 
the bill required commitment, on the ground that 
as it provided for the election of Senators and a 
member of the House of Representatives, it thereby 
involved a charge, though indirectly, upon the 
Treasury. He drew the attention of the Chair to 
his decision upon the same point last session, when 
the present Speaker decided conformably to the 
point Mr. B. now raised. 

The CHAIR replied that the present bill was 
one thing, and a bill already the law of the land 
was another; and though it might have been ne- 
cessary to commit a bill which had become the 
law of the land, it did not necessarily follow that 
tke bill under consideration should be committed. 

Mr. PATTON remarked that there was no in- 
stance in the history of this Government of a State 
having been admitted into the Union without the 
bill providing for its admission being committed 
to a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. Moreover, the majority had it in their 
power to take the bill out of committee, and 
might also send it there with instructions to re- 
port it back forthwith. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND would be willing to go 
into Committee of the Whole on this bill if the 
subject was a new one, or even if he could per- 
suade himself there was a single member of the 
House who did not understand the merits of the 
question. He denied that a majority could dis- 
charge the Committee of the Whole from a bill, 
since the idea had always been countenanced that, 
as long as an amendment was pending, no bill 
could be brought into the House. 

Mr. PATTON inquired if the Committee of the 
Whole could not be instructed to report the bill 
forthwith without amendment? © . 

Mr. SUTHERLAND replied, supposing a mem- 
ber had the floor and were to speak for two or 
three days, the bill could not be taken out of Com 
mittee in’the midst ofa gentleman’s speech. He 
was willing to give as mnch latitude in the House 
+s would be desi: ed, 

Mr. STORER insisted upon a fair construction 
of this bill, the rule of the House required its being 
committed. He argued the point. on the same 
ground ds the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Briggs,) maintaining further, that the new 
bill was merely supplementary to an amendatory 
of the former act. % 

The question was then taken on committing the 
bill to a Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and it was decided in the negative— 
yeas'86, nays 110, as follows:* 

YEUAS—Messys. Adams, U. Allen, Ashley, Bailey, Bell, Bond, 
s, Wiliam B. Calhoun, Campbell, Carter, George Cham- 
joha Chambers, Chetwood, Childs, Nathaniel H. Clai- 
borme, Clark, Corwin, Crane, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, 
Deherry, Denny, Elmore; Evans, Everett, Rice Garland, Gra- 
ham, Granger, Graves, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Hardin, 
Harlan, Harper, Hazeliine, Heister, Hoar, Howell, Ingersoll, 
Janes, Jarvis, Jenifer, Lawler, Lawrence, George W. Lay, Luke 
Lea, Lewis, Lincoln, Lyon, Sampson Mason, Maury, McCarty, 
McKennan, McLene, Mercer, Milligan, Parker, Patton, James 
A. Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, Phillips; Pickens, Pots, Reed, 
Rencher, Robertson, Russell, Williara B. Shepard, A i 


a wt bk SNe 
H. Shepperd, Slad a Sloane, Spangler, Standefer, Steele, 
Storer, Fali A 


i aferro, Turner, Underwoad, Vinton, Washi 

E. Whitu ey, L. Williams, and Young 86 Pipes 

NAYS vases, Anthony, Ash, Barton, Bean, Beanmont, 
Back, Bockee, Boon, Borden, Boyd, Brown. Buchanan Bunch’ 
Burna, Byanm, Cambreieng, Carr, Casey, Chaney Chapman, 
Chapin, John F. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, Connor, Craie 
Cushman, Davis, Doubleday, Dromzoole, Dunlap, Efer, Far. 
lin, Fowler, French, Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, Gholson, G'ascack 
Grantiand, Haley, Joseph Hall, Samuel S, Harrison, Albert G. 
Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Henderson, Hol, Hopkins, 
Howard, Hubley, Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, Jo h 
Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones 
Benjamin Jones, Kennon, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, Lan: 
sing, Laporte, Joshua Lee, ‘Thomas Lee, Leonard, Lagan 
Loyal, Luces, Abjjah Mann, Job Manon, William Mason, Moses 
Mason, McKay, McKeon, McKim, Monigomery, Moore. Mor- 
gan, Owens. Page, Parks , Patterson, Dutee J. Pearce Pinck- 
ney, Jobn Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Richardson, Rogers 
Schenck, Seymour, Shinn, Sickles Smith, Sprague, Sutherland, 
Tayler, Thomae,J. Thomson, .Toucey, Turrili, Vanderpoel, 


_ thousand Mexicans. 


Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Weeks, Thomas T. Whittlesey, 
and Yell—110. 

So the House refused to commit the bih. 

Mr. THOMAS said he was himself prepared to 
go on with the subject till 12 o’clock at night; but 
if the House preferred adjourning, he would yield; 
and,in order to test its sense, he would move an 
adjournment. Mr. T. however, withdrew the mos 
tion at the request of 

The CHAIR, who presented from the Secretary 
of the Treasury, a report of the contracts for 
light houses, light buoys, &c. for the year 1836, 
which, on motion of Mr. SUTHERLAND, was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed, 

The House then adjourned. 


“SELECT COMMITTEE. 

On the resolution of Mr. WISE, for an inquiry 
into the Executive Departments of the Govern. 
ment. 

Mr. WISE of Virgina. 

Mr. PEARCE of Rhode Island. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina. 

Mr. HANNEGAN of Indiana. 

Mr. PARKS of Maine. 

Mr. LINCOLN of Massachusetts. 

Mr. MANN of New York, 

Mr. CHANEY of Ohio. 


IN SENATE, 
Taurspay, January 19, 1837, 

The honorable T'nomas Crayton, a Senator 
from the State of Delaware, attended, and the oath 
to support the Constitution of the United States 
having been administered to him by the Vice Pre- 
sident, he took his seat in the Senate. 

TEXAS. 

The following message, in compliance with the 
resolution of the Senate of the 16 h instant, was 
received ‘rom the President of the United States, 
through Axpngw Jacxsox, jr, his private Secre- 
tary: 

To the Senate of the United States: 

In compliance with the resolution of the Senate 
dated the 16th instant, I transmit a copy anda 
translation of a letter addressed to me on the 4th 
of July last, by the President of the Mexican Re- 
public, and a copy of my reply to the same on the 
Ath of September. No other communication upon 
the subject of the resolution referred tn, has been 
made to the Executive by any other foreign Go- 
vernment, or by any person claiming to act in be- 
half of Mexico. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 
Wasnineton, January 78, 1327. 


The President of the Mexican Republic to the Presi- 
dent of the United States 
To his Excellency General ANDREW JACKSON, 
President of the United States of America: 
CorumsBra, (1N Txxas,) July 4, 1836. 

Muca Esrrrsep Sir: In fulfilment of the duiias 
which pa‘riotism and honor impose upon a public 
man, I came to this country at the hed of six 
The chances of war, made 
inevitable by circumstances, reduced me to the 
condition of a prisoner, in which J stili remain, as 
as you may have alrcady learned. The disposition 
evinced by General Samuel Houston, the Com- 
wander-itrChief of the Texan army, and by his 
successor, General Thomas J. Rusk, for tke ter- 
mination of the war—the decision of the Presi- 
dent and Cabinet of Texas in favor of a proper 
compremise hetween the conterding parties, and 
my own conviction, produesd the convertions of 
which I send you copies ‘enclosed, and the orders 
given by me to General Filisole, my second in 
command, to retire from the river Brasso, where 
he was posted, to the other side of the river Bravo 
Jel Norte, 

As there was no doubt thit General Filisola 
would religicusly comply, as far es concerned him- 
self, the President and Cabinet agreed that I 
should set olf for Mexico, in order to fulfil the 
other engagements; and, with that int nt, Lem- 
barked on board the schooner Invincible, which 
was to carry me to the port of Vera Cruz. Une 
fortunately, however, some indiscreet persons fais- 
ed a meb, which obliged the authorities to have 
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me landed by force, and brought back into strict 


captivity. This incident hes prevented me fiom 
going to Mexico, where I should otherwise have 
avrived early in last month; and, in consequence 
of it, the Government of that country, doubtless 
ignorant of what has occurred, has withdrawn the 
command of the army from General Filisola, and 
has erdered his successor, General Urrea, to con- 
tinue its operations. In obed¥ence to which order 
that General is, according to the latest accounts, 
already at the river Nueces. In vain have some 
reflecting and worthy men endeavored to demon- 
strate the necessity of moderation, and of my go- 
ing to Mexico, according to the convention; but 
the excitement of the public mind has increased 
with the return of the Mexican army to Texas. 
Such is the state of things here at present. The 
continuation of the war, and of its disasters, is 
therefore inevitable, unless the voice of reason be 
heard, in proper time, from tbe mouth of some 
powerful individas]. Tt appears to me that you, 
sir, have it in your power to perform this good 
office, by interfering in favor of the execution of 


the said convention, which shall be strictly fulfilled ` 


on my part. When J offered to treat with this 
Government, I was convinced that it was useless 
for Mexico tu continue the war. I have acquired 
exact information respecting this country, which 1 
did not possess four months ago. I have too much 
zeal for the interests of my country to wish for any 
thing which is not compatible with them. Being 
always ready to sacrifice myself for its glory and 
advantage, I never would have hesitated to subject 
myself to torments or death, rather than consent to 
any compromise, if Mexico could thereby have ob. 
tained the slightest bevefit. Lam firmly convinced 
that it is proper to terminate this question by po- 
litical negotiation: that conviction alone deter- 
mined me sincercly to agree to what has been sti- 
pulated; and, in the same spirit, [make to you tòis 
frank declaration. Be pleased, sir, to favor me 
by a like confidence on your part; afford me the 
satisfaction of avdiding approaching evils, and of 
contributing to (hat good which my heart advises. 
Let us enter into negotiations by which the friend- 
ship between your nation and the Mexican may be 
strengthened, both being amicably engaged in 
giving being and stability to a people ho are de» 
sirous of appearing in the political world; and who 
under the protection of the two nations, will at- 
tain its object within a few years. 

The Mexicans are magnanimous when treated 
with consideration. I will clearly set before them 
the proper and humane reasons which require no- 
ble and frank conduct on their part, and 1 doubt 
not that they willact thus as soon as they have 
been convinced. 

§ «By what I have here submitted, you will see the 

sentiments which animate me; and with which I 

remain your most humble and obedient servant, 
ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 


The President of the United States to the President 
of the Mexican Republic. 

: Hermitage, Sept. 4, 1836. 
To Gen, ANTONIO LOPEZ DE Santa ANNA: 

Sın: I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter of the 4th of July last, which 
has been forwarded to me by General Samuel 
Houston, under cover of one from him, transmitted 
by an express from General Ga nes, who is in 
conmand of the United States forces on the Tex 
an frontier. The great object of these communi- 
cations appears to be to put an end to. the disas- 
ters which necessarily attend the. civil war now 
raging in Texas, avd asking the interposition of 
the United States in furthering so humane and 
desirable a purpose. That any well-intended ef- 
fort of yours in aid of this object should have been 
defeated, is calculated to excite the regret of all 
who justly appreciate the blessings of peace, and 
who take an interest in the causes which contri- 
bute to the prosperity of Mexico in her domestic 
as well as her foreign relations. 

The Government of the United States is ever 
anxious to cultivate peace and friendship with a'l 
nations, But it proceeds on the principle that all 
nations have the right to alter, amend, or change 
their own Government, as the sovereign power, 


the People, may direct. In this respect, it never 
interferes with the policy of other Powers, nor 
can it permit any on the part of others with its in- 
ternal policy. Consistently with this principle, 
whatever we can do to restore peace between con- 
tending nations, or remove the causes of misunder- 
standing, is cheerfully at the service of those who 
are willing to rely upon our good offices as a friend 
or mediator. i 

In reference, however, to the agreement which 
you as the representative of Mexico, have made 
with Texas, and which invites the interposition of 
the United States, you will at once see that we are 
forbidden by the character’of the communications 
made to us through the Mexican Minister,. from 
considering it. That Government has notified us 
that. as long as you are a prisoner, no act of yours 
will be regarded as binding by the Mexican autho- 
rities. Under these circumstances, it will be ma- 
nifest to you that good faith to Mexico, as well as 
the general principie to which I have adverted, 
as forming the basis of cur intercourse with all fo- 
reign powers, make it impossible for me to take 
any step like that you have anticipated. If, how- 
ever, Mexico should signify her willingness to avail 
herself of our good offices in bringing about the 
desirable result you have described, nothing could 
give me more pleasure than to devote my best ser- 
vices to ite To be instrumental in terminating the 
evils of civil war, and in substituting in their stead 
the blessings of peace, is a divine privilege. 
Every Government, and the peopte of all coun- 
tries, should feel it their highest happiness to enjoy 
an opportunity of thus manifesting their love of 
each ciher, and their interest in the general prin- 
ciples which apply to them all as members of the 
common family of man, ° 

Your letter, and that of General Houston, Com- 
mander in-Chief of the Texan army, will be made 
the basis of an early interview with the Mexican 
Minister at Washington. They will hasten my 
return to Washington, to which place l will set 
out in a few days, expecting to reach it by the 1st 
of October. In the mean time, I hope Mexico and 
Texas, feeling that war is the greatest of calamities, 
wii! pause before another campaign is undertaken, 
and can add to the number of those scenes of 
bloodshed which have already marked the pregress 
of their contest, a d have given so much pain to 
their Christien frie ds throughout the world. 

This is sent under cover to General Houston, 
who will give it a safe conveyance to you. 

Tam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

The message and documents haaing been read: 

Mr. PRESTON rose and said it woul! strike 
the Senate at once that since the date of the letter 
written by Santa Anna, his situation had been very 
much changed. On the 4th of July last he was a 
prisoner in the hands of the Texans, but had been 
subsequently released, and was now in the city of 
Washington, According to the terms and purport 
of the correspondence, it would appear that it was 
carried on whilst Santa Anna wasa prisoner. The 
President of the Jnited States, aware of that fact, 
had expressed himself as being unable, in conse 
quence, to enter into any negotiation with him 
while sosituated. Butnow, as he (r. P.) had just 
stated, Santa Anna was in this city, and could 
negotiate on the subject up to April next; but 
whether he would er would not, he (Mr. P.) 
could not say; nor was it very material to the 
purpose, Mr. P. hadin hand. There was a re- 
solution in relation to Texas offered a few days 
ago by the honorable Senator from Missis- 
sippi, and which had been made the order of 
the day for to-day, what disposition he wished to 
make of it he was not aware. It was.a matter 
for the gentleman’s discretion. The corres- 
pondence which had been laid before the Senate, 
however, wouid not, in his (Mr. p’s) opinion, ren- 
der it necessary to change the language of the re- 
solution, Concurring, as he did, with that resolution, 
he would now say that he was prepared to establish 
the fact, that upon the recognised principles of 
national law, the practice of this Government, and 
the policy of the country, she ought, as was her 
duty, to make a prompt, speedy and absolute re- 
cognition’ of the independence of Texas. He 
hoped, at the proper time, to be able to prove this. 


He insisted that her independence shoukl be im- 
mediately acknowledge, and. that, too, without’. 
any regard to to ‘what might be said or done by ` 
Santa Anna, for his authority had ceased in 
Texas forever. After having heard read the pre- 
sent and the other message of the President in re- 
lation to this subject, it was not his desire that any 
thing should be done here in- reference to it, that 
would have the effect of contravening, running 
counter to, or obstructing, any purpose of the Ex- 
ecutive of the United States. 

He (Mr P:) had understood that the President, 
when he sent his former message, had submitted 
this matter to Congress for their consideration, be- 
ing willing to carry into effect what they might 
deem right and proper; but there were, at that 
time, some difficulties in the way which prevented 
his recommending the adoption of any legislation 
on the subject. Itseemied to him, (said. Mr. P.) 
that had the President of the United States not 
been aware of the fact, that another expedition 
under General Bravo was about to invade Texas; 
he would not have hesitated to recommend to 
Congress to do something in reference to settling 
the war between Texas and Mexico. 

Mr. P. adverted to the circumstances con- 
nected with the failure of the expedition under 
General Bravo, and then concluded with saying 
that all he desired was that Congress sbould 
proceed as early as possible to discuss the’ ques- 
tion of immediately acknowledging the indepen- 
dence ef ‘Texas. She was entitled to it; she 
had aright to demand it of the United States, 
and the sooner it was granted the better. He 
would await the action af the honorable Sengtor 
from Massachusetts, (Mr. Davis,) as well as the 
consideration of the resolution of the Senator from 
Mississippi, when he would have semzthing furcher 
to say on the subject. 

Mr. WALKER, without intending to entér into 
any discussion at this time, wishe:! to state some 
information he possessed preyicus to the Senate’ 
acting on it, because he considered the question 
of the recognition of the independence of Texas 
as having no connection with any thing that Gene- 
ral Santa Anna mightnow do. He considered the 
claim of Texas to be founded as well on the settled 
policy of this Government, as on the laws ofna- 
tions, and that it ought to be decided on its own 
merits. It would be recollected that the Pre- 
sident, in his message, shortly after the commence- 
ment of the session, placed the condit on of the 
recognition of the independence of Texas on the 
success or failure of the expedition then set on 
foot by Mexico, and which was about entering the 
Texan territory. One of the alternatives contera. 
plated by the President had taken place, so that, 
according to the views clearly expressed in his 
message, there was now no longer cause for de- 
laying to acknowledge the independence of 
Texas. ` 

Mr. W. here read a letter addressed by him 
to a highly respectable individual lately arrived 
from Vera Cruz, whose name he said- it would 
be improper to make public, though the letter 
was at the service of any of the members of the 
Senate who desired to see it, making inquiries re- 
specting the contemplated invasion of Texas, with 
the gentleman’s reply. From this letter it ap- 
peared that the idea of subjugating Texas was 
not entertaized by any intelligent man in Mexico; 
that the invading army was broken up, the small 
remnant of it being without provisions or supplies 
of any kind, and that the Mexican General Bravo 
had resigned his command in consequence of not 
having been furnished by his Government with. 
the means of opening the campaign. ‘The gene 
tleman further gives it as his opinion that the 
campaign never will open, as it is as much as Mex- 
ico can do to keep the discontented portion of her 
own citizens quiet, several insurrections having 
broken out which were suppressed not without 
difficulty. . 

Mr. W. continued, that the President, in ‘ha mes- 
sage allnded. to, distinctly asserted that he con- 
sidered that the recognition of the independence 
of Texas depended on the success or failure of the 
threatened invas.on. Now, said Mr, W. the invading? 
army being broken up and dispersed, and its com- 
mander having résigned, it would be perfectly 


fn 


obvious that the recognition of the independence 
of Texas would be in accordance with the views 
of the President, thus: clearly expressed. . He 
would say nothing further now, than to repeat the 
hope, that whatever was done by this Government 
might be done unconnectéd with General Santa 
Anna in any way whatever: ‘ 

Mr. CALHOUN said he had always entertained 
the opinion ‘that_the people of Texas could never 
Jive under the. Mexican Government in peacé and 

-happiness, He had thought, too, that it was our 
duty, at the earliest period practicable, to recog- 
nise the independence of Texas. He felt certain, 
from the events which had occarred in that coun- 
ty, that unless a speedy stop was put to what 
was going on there, the-Rio del Norte would not 
be made the boundary of Texas. She would 
shake the Mexican empire to its very centre, if 
the controversy existing between her and Mexico 
should not instantly cease. He was ready to 
acknowledge her independence; and the sooner 
tat wes done the better: 

The message and documents were then laid on 
the table, and ordered tob:2 printed. 


The CHAIR announced a communication from | 


the Navy Department, transmitting a statement of 
the contracts entered into by the Navy Comnnis- 
soners fer the last year. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented the memorial of the 
Legislature of Hlinois, praying indemnity for her 
citizens who suffered by Indian depredations in 
1831, and 1832: referred to the Committce on In- 
dian Affairs. f 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of 
Horatio N, Crabb, praying for certain allowances 
of pay, refused him by the accounting officers: 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of e-rtain citi- 
zens of. Missouri, prsying for pre-emption tights: 
referred to the Committee on Pubfic Lands. 

Mr. RIVES presented the petition of certain 
citizens of Virginia, interested inthe coal mines of 
that State, remonstrating against a repeal of the 
“duty on foreign coal: referred to the Committee 
oa Finance. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had been referred the petiticn of DeFor- 
rest. Molice, reported a bill for his relief; which 
was read, and ordered toa second read:ng, 


Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the ju- |} 


diciary, to which had been referred ihe bill te au- 
thorize the President of he United States to canse 
to berun and marked the line deviding the terri- 
tory of the United States from the State of Mis- 
soution the north: reported the same with amend- 
ments. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the same. Committee, re- 
ported also, with several amendments, the bilto 

revent the abatement of suits in the Courts of the 
United States. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indiana 
Affairs, to which had been referred the bill for the 
relief of James and John Brown, reported the 
same without omendment. 

The following bills were severally read the third 
time and passed: | 

The bil! to allow a drawback of duties on 
foreign hemp, when manufactured into cordage 
and exported. 

The billto repeal the provisos in the 10th and 
12th clauses of the second section of the tariff act 
of 1832. 

The bill to authorize Peter Warner of Indiana 
to purchase a certain half section of land; and 
i Ptbe biil to continue in forec for a limited time 
the actto carry into eect the conventio: between 
the United States and Spain. 

Mr. GRUNDY, on leave, introduced a biH to 
alter the times of neiding the circuit courts of the 
United States, in the Stale Gf Tennessee; which 

was twice read and referred. 

Mr. KNIGHT, on leave, intr 
relief of Samuel Warren; which 
referred. 


uced a bill forthe 
was twice read and 
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The following bills were severally read the se- | 
cond time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to a third reading: 

The bill for the relief of Benjamin Murphy; 

The bill forthe payment cfa debt due to Antoine 
Potter; s : ` , 

The bill for the relief of William H. Robinson 
and Samuel H. Garrow; 

The bill forthe relief of Sarah Angsl and the 
other heirs at law of Benjamin King, deceased; 

The bill for the relief of isaac Brenson; 

The bill for the relief of James McCrory; 

The bill for the relief of the legal heirs of Mases 
Eliner; 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Samuel Y. Keene; 

"The bill for the relief of the heirs of William 


i. Cogswell; 


The bill for the relief of the administrator of 


| Michael Hogan, deceased; 


The bill for the relief of Ransom Mix; 
The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 


| tives of Gustavus B. Horner, deceased; 


"he bill for the relief of certain officers of the 


| United States sloop of war Boston; 


The bill for the relief of Moses Van Scanters; 

The bill for the relief of Sebastian Richards; 

The bill for the relief of George W. Brand; 

The hill for the relief of Irvine Shubrick; - 

The bill for the relief of Caroline Clitherall; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of General 
Willian Eaton; 

The biil to increase. the compensation of the 
principal clerk employed in the Adjutant Gene- 
ral’s office; $ 

The bill for the relief of John McLeod; 

The bill for the relief of Thomas H. Perkins, 
and others; 

The bill to incorporate the Washington County 


Manual Lacor Schocl end Male Orphan Asylum; 


The bill for the reli: f of Charles B. Hunter; and 
‘The bill to authorize the relinquishment of the 


| 16:h sections of land granted for the use of schvols, 
i and the location of other Jands in lieu thereof, 


[After a debate, in. which the amendment was 
supported by Messrs. KING of Alabama, and 


| WALKER, avd opposed by Messrs. CLAY and 
| EWING of Onhio,} 


The Senate then adjourned. 
HOUSE GF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, January 19, 1837. 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE SURPLUS. 
Mr. OWENS said he held in his hand a joint re- 
solution of the Legislature of the State of Geor- 


| gia, in relation to the late deposite act, which he 
g'a, P 


was direcied to present to the House, and moved 
that the same be read, laid on the table and printed. 
Mr. O anticipated no objection, as the resolution, 


| merely expressed an opinion as to the policy of 


the deposite law, and was not calculated, and would 
not, as he presumed, provoke debate. ; 

Mr. BELL objected to the reception of the re- 
solutions. 

Mr. OWENS moved a suspension of the ru'e, 
but the motien did not prevail. 

Mr. HUNTSMAN, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, to which had been recom- 
mitted tre bill for the relief of Louis Durette, re- 
ported the same back, with sundry amendments; 
and it was committed to a Committee of the 
Whole. l 

Mr. HUNTSMAN, from the same committee, 


i reported a resolution re-appointing the translator 
| ofthe French and Spanish languages to the House 
‘until the Ist of February, 1838; which, after a 
| few words from Messrs. E, WHITTLESEY and 
| HUNTSMAN, was, on motion of the former gens 


tleman, postponed till Monday next. 
Mr. KLiNGENSMITH, from the Committee 


' on Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the 
| relief of Danicl West, of the State ef Massachu- 
| setts: read twice and committed. 


Mr. LAY, Irom the same committee, reported a 


| bill granting a pension to O’Nel McNeil: read 
twice and committed, 


Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Invalid 


| Pensions, reported abill granting a pension to Gil- 
| bert Sprague Smith; read twice and committed. 


Mr. HOWELL, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a pill granting a pension to 
James M. Evans: read twice and committed. 

Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads 
and -Canals, reported a resolution discharging 
the Committee of the Whole from the further eon- 
sileration of the “bill to authorize the New Or- 
leans and Carroliton Railroad company to construct 
a railroad from Carrcilfon to the town of Bayou 
Sara, in Louisiana,’ which was concurred in; and 
the bill being brought into the House was, on his 
motion, ordered to be engrossed for a third reading 
to-morrow. 

CUMBERLA“D ROAD. 

Mr. M RO-R, from the same committee, re- 
ported a resolution directing the report and bill of 
the Committee on Rosds ant Canals on the com- 
piction of the Cumberland road, Gust of the Ohio 
river, with certain additional documents in relation 
thereto, to be printed for the use of the House, 
which was concurred in. 

CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO CANAL. 

Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a resolution proposing to dis- 
charge the Committee of the ï ‘hole from the fur- 
ther consideration of the ‘bill further to amend 
the act incorporating the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal company,” which was concurred in; and the 
sama having been brought into the House, and a 
verbal ameniment made, on motion of Mr. M. 
and it was then ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading to-raerrow. 

ALLEGHENY RIVER. 

Mr. McKENNAN, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, reported an amendment, direct- 
ing a survey of the Allegheny river, from ¥rench 
Creek, in Pennsylvania, to. Olean Polat, in New 
York, to bil! No. 828, authorizing a survey of car- 
‘tain rivers therein named; which was committed 
to the same Committee of the Whole having charge 
of that bl. 

Mr. BEALE, from the Committee oa Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill to revive and continue in 
force the aciof the 24th of May, 1828, and other 
acts and provisions therein mentioned, providing 
relief for persons wounded in the war of the revo- 
lution: read twice and committed. 

On moticn of Mr. KLINGENSMITH, the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions was discharged 
from tre further consideration of the case of Amos 

Food; which was ordered to lic on the table, 

Mr. LAY, from the Committce on Revolutionary 
Pensions, made an unfavorable report on the cases 
of John Bishop and William Peckham, which was 
ordered to jie oa the table. 

Mr. BEAUMONT, from the Committee on Re- 
volutionary Claims, made an unfavorable report in 

N. Faris, Robert Powell, R. 
as Smith, which were 


Mr, TAYLOR, from the Committe on Invalid 
Pensions, made an unfavorable report in the case 
of Ebenezer James; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 


Mr. SCHENCK, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made an unfavorable report in the case 
of N. Miller,which was ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. MORGAN, the Committee 
on Hevolutionary Pensions was discharged from 
the further consideration of the report in the case 
of J. McCormick; sid the same was committed 
to a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, mate an unfavorable report in the 
case of Joshua Ross; which was ordered to lis 
on the tab! 

Mr. TOURRILL, from the Cor 
lutionary Claims, made an unfav 
the cass of Mary O'Bannon ; which 
to lie on the table 

Mr. HOWELL, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. made unfavorable reports in the cases 
of John Thompson, Joshua Buckingham, Joseph 
Anderson, Stephen Mouse, Thom.e Frazier, and 
Samuel Cleveland; which were ordered to lis on 
the tabje 

Mir. HARLAN submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Of 
| ficeand Post Roads be instructed to inguire inte 


mittee on Revo- 
bie report in 
was ordered 


the expediency of providing by law for the insu- 
rance and protection from accidents by fire or 
otherwise, the building lately leased by the Post- 
master General from B, O. Tayloe for the use of 
the Post Office Department; «nd that said commit- 
tee ascertain and report to this House the terms 
and conditions of the lease entered into by the Se 

cretary of the Treasury for tne buildings rented by 
him, referred to, and made a part of the agreement 
between the Pos:master General and said Tayloe. 

Mr. HARLAN said, that by referring to the 
contract made by tse Postmaster General for the 
building alluded to, it seemed to him, and fie sub- 
mitted it to the consideration of other gentlemen, 
whether, if this contract was binding on the Go- 
vernmet, it would not become the insurer of the 
buildings? By the stipulations of that contract, 
the head of the Post Office Department bound him- 
self to return the buihling in good condition, and 
he took it, if the building was destroyed by fire, 
the Government would be bound to rebuild it. 
He thought, then, that Congress ought to make 
some provision for having this building insured, so 
as to exonerate the Government from the risk 
incurred by the terms of this contract. He 
did not pretend to say whether the contract was 
binding on the Government or not; it was very cer- 
tain there was no authority given to make the 
contract; but he supposed, from the emergency of 
the case, that the Government would recognise it, 
and fulfil its stipulations. He was also desirous of 
ascertaining from the Posimaster General the 
terms and conditions ef the cc ntract entered into 
by the Secretary of the Treasury for a part of 
this building; because it appeared that the Secre- 
tary had contracted for ail the back buildings, 
stables, &c. And forthe purpose of procuring 
thisinformation, he proposed to refer the subject 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Pest 
Roads. i 

Mr. CONNOR suggested that the gentleman 
might obtain his object more directly by making 
calls on the Secretary of the Treasury and Post- 
master General, 

Mr, HARLAN observed that he was induced to 
refer the subject to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, because the chairman of 
that committee had, on his own motion, referred 
the subject of investigation into the causes of the 
destruction of the Post Office builling to his own 
committee, As the gentleman had taken charge 
of that subject, Mr. H. was disposed to give him 
this also; and he might ascertain of the Secretary 
of the ‘Treasury the real character of the lease, and 
lay it before the House. 

Mr. CONNOR said, in relation to offering the 
resolution alluded to by the gentleman, hs had 
only to say, that after a ccnsuitation in the com- 
mittee room, it was concluded that the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads was the most 
appropriate committee to which to refer the sub- 
ject of the investigation into the causes of the 
destruction of the Post Office buliding; and he 
was instructed to introduce the resoiution, and in- 

roduced it under these instructions. Had it not 
been for this, certainly he should not have been de- 
siruus of bringing upon himseif the arduous duty 
connected with this investigation, 

The resolution was then adopted—ayes 77, noes 
not counted.’ 

Mr, UNDERWOOD submitted the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-arms be direct- 
ed to lay before this House a statem nt, showing 
the mileage claimed, and the sums paid therefor, 


tothe members of this House, andthe Delegates 
from Territories respeciively,. during the last and 
present session of Congress; and that he also pro- 
cure and lay before this House a similar statement 
in regard t) the Senators in Congress. i 

Mr. BOON moved to strike out of tbe resolu- 
tion that partreläting to the mileage of the Sena- 
tors of the United States. 

After some remarks by Messrs. HARDIN, 
WADDY THOMPSON, CRAIG, BOON, and 
UNDE «WOOD, 

Mr. BOON moved tolay the resolution on the 
table. ; 

Mr. CRAIG called for the yess and nays which 
were ordered. 


A errant reenter a ney enn a 
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Mr. MANN moved that the House proceed to 
the orders of the day, which was agrzed to, ayes 
96, noes 74, 

Mr. BELL renewed his notice for leave to in- 
t oduce a bill to secure the freedom of elections. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Navy, cover- 
ing a statement of the contracts made by the 
Commissioners of the Navy during the year 1836; 
which, on motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, was 
ordered to lie ca the table and be printed. 


On motion of Mr. THOMAS, who said he made | 


the motion under a pledge made to a gentleman 
yesterday, the vote of the House by which the 
“bill to amend the act for the relief of the exiies 
from Poland” was laid onthe table yesterday, was 


reconsidered, and the further consideration thereof | 


postponed until to-morrow. 
STATE OF MICHIGAN. 
The House then proceeded to the consideration of 


the bill (from the Senate) entitled ‘An act to ad- į 
mit the State of Michigan into the Union upon an | 


equal footing with the original States ” 


The question pending was on ordering the bill, 


to a third reading. A 
Mr. THOMAS entered into a full detail of ‘he 


facts connected with this subject, from the first ap- | 


plication of the Territory of Michigan up to the 
second convention last Fall, and quoted a variety of 
documents and precedents on the subject. 

The debate was continued by Mr: HARDIN 
against the bill, when— 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved an adjournment. 

Mr. THOMAS requested the gentleman to sub- 
stitute a motion to make this bill the order of the 
day for to-morrow, to which Mr. VANDERPOEL 
assented, and made that motion accordingly, 

Mr. E. WHITTTLESEY asked for the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. MERCER moved an adjournment, which 
prevailed, and 

The House adjourned. 

IN SENATE. 
Fripar, Jaqury,20, 1837. 


The CHAIR communicated a report from the 


War Depariment, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate on the subject of the surveys of 
Owls Head harbor, in the State of Maine; which, 
on motion of Mr. Benton, was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Com:nittee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which had been referred the petitions of 


Lucius W. Stockton and others, made a speciai re- | 


port thereon, which was read. 
‘the bill to alter the times of holding the Cir. 
cuit Courts of the United States in the State of 


Tennessee, was read the’sccond time, and ordered | 


to a third reading. 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, to which had been referred the petition 
of the Chicago and Galena Railroad company, re- 
ported a bill giving to said company the right of 
pre-emption to a quantity of land on certain con- 
ditions; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, to which had been referred 
the petition of sundry citizens of Alexandria, ask- 
ing the aid of Congress for the completion of their 
canal, reported a bill for their relief; which was 
read, and ordered toa second reading. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Conimittee en Pen- 
sions, reported a bill to continue for a lunger pe- 
riod the office of Commissioner of Pensions; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. LINN presented for the sanction of Con- 
gress the act of the Legislature of Wisconsin, to 


incorporate the stockholders of the Mineral Point | 


Bank. 


Fire Insurance Company. 


Mr. RIVES presented the petition of Thomas | 
R. Beale, of Alexandria, D. C. complaining of the 3 
conduct of the corporate authorities of said town: 1 
referred to the Committee on the District of Co- | 


lumbia, 


Mr. KENT, from the Committee on the District | 
of- Columbia, reported without amendment the ; 
bill from the House to incorporate the Potomac |: 


il 


Also, the petition of the trustees of the Nor- 
wich University, State of Vermont, praying for a 
grant of land: referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lie Lands. ` ; 

Mr. RIVES gave notice that he would to-morrow 
ask leave to bring in a bill for the relief of Thoma 
E. Parsons. Ps 

The following bills from the House were sève- 
rally read and ordered to a second reading: . 

The joint resolution authorizing the Secretary 
of the Treasury to correct a clerical error inthe 
award of the commissicners under the French 
treaty. Eog è 

The bill authorizing the President of the United 
States to furnish to each of the States an additional 
number of cannon for the use of the militia. 

The bill to establish a port of entry at Fall river. 

The following bills were severally read the third 
time and passed: Se 

The biil for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Moses Elener. 

The bill to incorporate the Washington Manual 
Labor School and Male Orphan Asylum society, 
ia the city of Washington. 

‘Che bili for the relief of James McCrory. 

The bill for the relief of Isaac Bronson. 

The bill for the relief of Benjamin Murphy of 
Arkansas. i 
` The bill authorizing the relinquishmient ‘of the 
sixteenth sections gramted for the use of schools, 
and the location of othér lands in lieu thereof. 
[Yeas 24, nays 12.] ` ae 
The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 


| tives of Samuel W. Keene. 


The bill for the relief of certain officers of the 
United States sloop-of-war Boston. 

The bill for the relief cf Mrs. Caroline E. 
Clitherall, widow of Doctor George C. Clitherail, 
of the army of the United States, . 

The bill for the relief of William H. Robertson, 
Samuel H. Garron, and John W. Symington. 

‘The bill for the relief of the heirs of Nicholas 
Lachance and Joseph Placide. 

‘ihe bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher, and 
the heirs and legal representatives of Bartholo- 
mew Butcher, Michael Butcher, and Peter 
Bloom. a oe 

‘Lhe bil for the retief of Moses Van Canten, ` 

The bill for the relief'of the legal representatives 
cf Gustavus B. Horner, deceased. et 

The bill for the relief of Ransom Mixy 

The bill for the relief of the heirs. of William 
Cogswell, 

The bill to authorize the Secretary of the Trea. 
sury to compromise the claim of the United States 
on legheny Bank of Pa. 

The act to fix the compensation of-the senior 
clerk employed in the Adjutant and Inspector 
Gene: al’s office. 

Lhe bill for the relief of Irvine Shubrick. 

The bill for the relief of John McLecd. 

The bill for the relief of Charles G. Hunter, 

The bill for the relicf of Sarah Angel and the 
other heirs at law of Benjamin King, deceased. 

The bili for the payment of a debt due to the’ 


i heirs of Antoine Peltier, 


The bill for the relief of Thomas H. Perkins 
and others. 

The bill for the relief of Gcorge W. Brand. 

The bill for the relief of the neis of General 
William Eaton. 

The bill for the relief of William Hogan, ad- 
ministrator of Michael Hogan, deceased. 

Mr. EWING of Ohio moved to postpone the 
previous orders for the purpose of taking up the 
bill designating and limiting the funds receivable 
for the revenues of the United States, 

Me. WALKER opposed the motion, on the 
ground that it was more important to go ou with 
the lasd bill, which had been set for to-day. 

After a discussion, in which Messrs EWING of 
Ohio, KING of Alabama, WALKER, and MOORE 
took part, Mr. EWING’S motion was -rejected— 


' yeas 14, nays 23, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Black, Clay, Clayton, Critten. 
den, Ewing of Ohio, Kent, Knight, Moore, Nicho- 
lag, Prentiss, Robbins, Swift, Tomlinson, and 
White—14, 

NAYS-~Messrs, 


Benten, Brown, Buchanan, 
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Calhoun, Cuthbert, Dana, Ewing of Winois, Ful- 
ton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, King of Ala- 
bama, Linn, Morris, Niles; Page, Preston, Rives, 
Robinson, Ruggles, Strange, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
Walker, and Wright—25. ; co 

The bill to prohibit the sales of the public lands 
except to actual settlers, and in limited quantities, 


was taken, up.asythe -special order of the day; the | 


question being on Mr. Cxay’s motion to recon- 
sidet the vote on adopting the amendment of Mr. 
Monats, which intreduced the graduating prin- 
ciple. g > 

Be taking this question it was decided in the 
affirmative, so that the question recurred on 
agreeing to ihe motion as originally made by Mr. 
Morris. , 

Mr. BENTON suggested to the mover to mo- 
dify-his, motion so as. to limit the sales at the 
reduced prices to small tracts of a quarter section 
and under. 

Mr. MORRIS accordingly modified his motion, 
to read.as follows: “ All lands that have been in 
‘the market for more than ten years, to be sold at 
seventy-five cents pèr acre; all lands” that, have 
been in the market for more than five years and 
less than ten,. to be sold at one dollar per acre; 


and all other lands to be sold at one dollar: and | 


twenty-five cents per acre; provided that no in- 
dividual shall be permitted to purchase more than 
a quarter section of land ata price less than one 
doilar and twenty-five cents per acre. © 

On-taking the question on the motion of Mr. 
Monrnzis, thus modified, it was lost. 

VEAS—Mesirs. Benton, Black, Dana, Ewing 
of Ilinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, King of Ala- 
bama, Linn, Moore, Morris, Nicholas, Rives, Ro- 
binson, Sevier, Tipton, Walker, and White—18. 

_ | NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Ewing of Obio, Hub- 
bard,. Kent, Niles, Page, Prentiss, Preston, Rob- 
bins, Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Tomlinson, and 
‘Wright—19, 

Mr. WALKER then said, that as the principal 
object which the friends of the bill had in view 
had been defeated by the . vote just taken, he 
would move to recommit the bill to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands,’with a view to their present- 
ing itin such a shape as would in some sort com- 
pensate the new States for the Joss of the gradu- 
iating’ principle. : 

Mr. GRUNDY could not see any object to be 
attained by doing so. © All the amendments of the 
‘committee were now before the Senate. He re- 
‘peated, that unless sore good rea on could be 
shown for recomuitting the bill, it ought not to 
be done, i l 
|. Mr. WALKER felt extremely solicitous for the 
passage of this bill, for it involved consequences 
of the most vital importance to the country. He 
was certain that, if some measure was not adopted 
in order to bring down the revenue to the wants 
of the Government, (and this was one of the 
means -by which that object could he accomplish- 
ed,). a greater convulsion would seon take place 
than that which had happened in 1832 He had 
moved, in consequence of seeing the «mendment 
of the Senator trom Ohio (Mr. Morris) stricken 
from the bill, that it be recommitted; for he 
feared that, unless that were done, it would be 
lost.: He hoped, then, that Senators who wished 
the billto bécome a law would vote for its recom- 
mitment. 

Mr. LINN could not perceive any necessity for 
recommitting thebill. The vote which he had 

just given was given under constraint, He had 

voted according to. the’ instructions of the Legis- 
lature of Missouri. He had done so to carry out 
their views. He, however, approved more of the 


principle of Pmiting the sale of lands to actual | 


settlers than to the principle of graduations That 
principle operated better in the old than in the 
new States. He would much regret if the vote 
which he hal given should endanger the passage 
ofthe bill. It was his opinion, that should the bill 
become’a law, the effcets of it would be toreduce 
the revenie of the Government considerably; and 
every one must see the importance cf preventing 
-a surplns., -A surplus revenue he regarded as one 
of the greatest curses to which any country could 
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be subject, He hoped, then, the bill would be- 
come a standing law, for it was calculated to be 
very hereficial in its effects on the whole Union. 

Mr. KING of Alabama regretted that the Sena- 
tor from Mississippi had made a motion to recom- 
mit. He conterided that there was not the slight- 
est necessity for recommitting the bill, and hoped. 
that the gentleman would see the propriety of not 
pressing his motion. For although the Senator 
could not get absolutely anid entirely all he wished, 
he should recollect that other gentleman, taking 
different views of the subject, had to give up 
something equally important to their constituents. 
Mr. K. trusted that the motion to recommit the 
bill would be rejected. 

Mr. EWING of Ohio hoped the motion to re- 
commit would prevail.. He was not in favor of 
giving the lands to actual setUérs only; and, even 
if that scheme could be carried out, it woald work 
unjustly to thousands. He argued that the bill 
would not reach the objects proposed by the gen- 
tleman from. Mississippi. He (Mr. Ewing) had a 
projet in his mind, which would avoid the def cts 
contained in this bill, and if the further considera- 
tion of the bill should be postponed till to-morrow 
he would, inthe meantime, prepare his amend. 
ment, and offer it at that time 

Mr. MOORE maintained. that unless there was 
inserted in that bili a provision hke that proposed 
by the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Morris) the bill 
would be unacceptable to the people of Alabama 
and himself., 

Mr. BENTON suggested that the Senator from 
Mississippi had better withdraw h's motion to re- 
commit, and let the gentleman from Ohio prepare 
his amendment, in order to fill up the vacancies 
left in the bill. 

Mv, WALKER having withdrawn his motion to 
recsmmit the bill, moved further to amend it by 
striking out the words ‘‘three years” and inserting 
“one year” for the time of residence to be re- 
quired from the purchaser before his receiving a 

atent. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs, 
GRUNDY, TIPTON, MOORE, SEVIER, 
WALKER, NILES, and BLACK, when 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, January 20, 1837. 

. Mr. HOWELL, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to 
William Bowman: read twice and committed. 

Mr. HOWELL, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill granting a pension to John M. 
Jewell: read twice and committed. 5 
CONFLAGRATION OF THE POST OFFICE, 

Mr. CONNOR, from the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post.Roads, to whom was committed a 
resolution directing them to inquire into the causes 


“of the late conflagration of the Post Office De 


partment building, made a report on the subject; 
which, on Mr. C’s motion, was laid on the table, 
together with the accompanying documents and 
testimony taken by the committee, and the whole 
ordered to be- printed. 

Mr. WARDWELL, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary. Pensions, reported: a bill for the 
relief of Tabitha Boswell; read twice and com- 
mitted. . 

Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill to regulate the pay of the 
officers of the United States Marine Corps: read 
twice and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. f 

Mr. GRENNELL, from the Committee of 
Claims, made an unfavorable report in thé’ case of 
the heirs of Frederick White; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. ; 

Mr. FRY, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions, made an unfavorable report upon the 
petition of William Thompson of Indiana; which 
was ordered to lie on the table, and the report be 
printed. j f ` 

ý SOUTH ATLANTIC COAST. 

Mr. DAWSON moved a suspension of the rule 
for the purpose of taking up and considering the 
following resolution. Mr. D. explained that it was 
very important this resolution should be acted 
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upon, as it referred to the provisions of a bill be. 
fore the House. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be re. 
quested to communicate to this House, the report 
of the Naval Commissi.n who were charged 
with the examination of the South Atlantic sea. 
coast, for the most eligible site for a naval depot 
and navy yard. 

The motion was not agreed to, two-thirds not 
voting in the affirmative. 

MILEAGE OF MEMBERS. 

The House then took up the following resolution 
submitted on a former day, by Mr. Unpenwoon. 

Resolved; That the Sergeant-at-arms be direct. 
ed to lay before this House a statement, showing 
the mileage claimed, and the sums paid therefor, 
to the members of this House, and the Delegates 
from Territories respectively, during the last and 
present session of Congress; and that he also pro- 
cure and lay before this House a similar statement 
in regard tothe Senators in Congress. 

Mr. BOON moved to strike out of the resolu 
tion that part relating to the mileage of the Sena- 
tors of the United States. 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
BOON to lay the resolution on the table; and 

On this motion, Mr. CRAIG had called for the 
yeas and nays, which wére ordered. 

The motion tolay on the table was decided in 
the negative—yeas 40, nays 126; and the question 
recurring upon the amendment of Mr. BOON, it 
as rejected—ayes 58, noes nat counted, 

Mr. ADAMS thought that the greatest respect 
was due to the Senate. of the United States; he 
would suggest, therefore, that the Clerk of the 
House was a more appropriate officer to procure 
this information than the Sergeant-at-arms. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD thereupon modified his re- 
solution by inserting the word “ Clerk,” instead 
of ‘*Sergeant-at arms.” 

Mr. CLAIBORNE of Mississippi sent the fol- 
lowing amendment to the Chair: 

‘And beit further resolved, That a select com- 
mittee of five be appointed, with power to send 
for persons and papers, to inquire into and report 
to this House what deduction, if any, the mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives have made in 
their accounts for per diem compensation. when 
absent in attendance on the Supreme Court of the 
United States, or on the courts of adjacent States, 
or on their own private business elsewhere.” 

Before the question was put, Mr. CLAIBORNE 
said that, personally, he cared nothing for the adop- 
tion of the resolution submitted by the gentleman 
from Kentucky, (Mr. Underwood ) He was as 
able to bear its pressure as any other man, but he 
protested against the imputation which it seemed to 
cast upon many members of this body. Sir, I 
charge my milcage by the river route, as being 
the way usually travelled to the seat of Govern- 
ment, upon a principle sanctioned by a distinguish- 
ed gentleman (Mr. Clay) when he occupied that 
chair, and by every Speaker who has succeeded 
him. When my deceased colleague (Gen. Dick- 
son) and myself arrived here last winter, we were 
ignorant of tke rule. He inquired, looked at the 
record, and found that our predecessors had 
charged by the river route—the only one ever 
traveiled; that the members from Louisiana and 
other States had adopted the same practice for 
years; that it was sustained here by official deci- 
sions, and we charged according'y. 

Sir, for our privations, fatigues and exposure on 
our way hither, no money can compensate us- 
We were ice boundin the Ohio for days, and de- 
tained week after week for want of a conveyance. 
My colleague sunk under its effects, and I have 
never recovered from it. Sir, print these facfs in 
your resolutions; publish them in ROMAN CAPITALS, 
and send an electioneering handbill to every plan- 
tation in Mississippi. Tell my constituents that 
you, who have refused time after time to grant 
them relief—to give them the poor privilege of 
pre-emption to purchase their hard earned homes; 
that you, who have monepolised all the public 
treasure; that you, who tax our labor and indus- 
try with a high tariff, and then distribute out the 
proceeds by millions to yourselves, and a few piti- 
fulthousands to us; that xov believe that their re- 
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presentatives are paid toymuch fur traivell’n> to 
the seat of Government! Sir, “lo you think they 
will disturb the honored arhes of the dead to pro- 
nounce a verdict against him? If my colleague 
‘lived; if he could be revived to reoccupy that still 
vacant seat, he would rebuke you in language 
that [cannot imitate, Thank God! Mr. Speaker, 
1l represent a liberal and a generous people; none 
of your siiperannuated districts, where every thing 
is in its dotage; where you gloat upon a dollar, 
and starve upon the memory of a prosperity that 
is past. We have no lordly. proprietors and fawn- 
ing vassals among us; no miserable, half fed 
wretches mourning over the vestiges of colonial 
affluence and bondage. Ours is a young and 
thriving country ; mine a people liberal to a faull, 
prodigal in their benevolence, and who will never 
stoop to inquire whether their representatives are 
paid one hundred or one thousand dollars! Sir, 
we make no money here; not one man from the 
planting States carries hume with hima ceat. We 
de not come here to hoard up fortunes and save 
pie runes, 

Mr. Speaker, thé people of the South area 
traveling people. Your public places, from Vir- 
ginia to Saratoga, are crowded with the citizens 
of Mississippi and Louisiana every season; and out 
of ten thousand who leave home, p: obably not one 
hundred travel by land. Our roads, in fact, in 
the winter and spring, sre impassable. We have 
no stages there; undI myseif was twelve kours 
travelling twenty mites on horseback, on my way 
last year to this city—such was the condiion of 
our roads! l 

Sir, I repeat it, that the passage «f this resolu- 
tion would not. affect me personally; but E protest, 
against its injurious operation upon others in tbe 
distant States. It would completely change the 
representation in this House, It would cat off 
and exclude every man in moderate circumstances 
in the States to which 1 refer, Many of our pub- 
lic men are poor. The public men in the old 
States are, generaily, men of fortune, and able to 
live Lere upon their own incomes. But we have 
no family influence in the new States; no heredi- 
tary repre:entation;. no descent of office from one 
generation to another; and the majority of our le- 
gislators, here and.at home, are young men, with- 
out fortunes, who have risen by their own exer. 
tions, Sir, I will vote for no measure that will 
have the most remote tendency tucheck the aspi- 
rations or cr. pple the energies of these who have no 
fortune to depend upon. 1 will not consent to 
create an aristocracy here, or to fiil this hall ex- 
elusively with rich manufacturers or purse-proud 
nabobs. Let it remain in the power of ail to come 
here, who have the industry, or the talent, or the 
merit to win their way, whether they be rich or 
poor, 

In relation to the amendment, Mr. Speaker, it 
is right that f should s.y itis aimed at no particu- 
lar individual. Ihave ‘heard much; but my curi- 
osity has never led me to iiquire after names, I 
would scorn to examine the accounts-of gentle men; 
that I leave to those who choose to do so, and be- 
lieve itis their duty. 2 will never attempt to win 
my way to fame or popularity, by any legislation 
intended to injure others, “But while [intend 

‘nothing personal, I must insist upon the equity of 
the investigation proposed in my amendment. It 
is notorious that gentlemen in both branches of 
Congress do absent themselves, without leave, for 
days and weeks. They go to Philadelphia, New 
Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, and elsewhere, to at- 
tend the courts. What deductions have been 
made in their accownis? They attend the Supreme 
Court, in this city. Yes, sir! the very men who are 
voting for this ad cuptandum, this popularity-hunt- 
ing resolution, go there day after day upon profes- 
sional business. Sir, do we go there? Do we pocket 
large fees for cou:t services, when we are sent here 
to serve the people? No, sit; not a man ofus. Not 
one that this resolution is intended to prostrate ever 


leaves his veat here to receive fees in the courts of 
law: we leave that to those distinguished gentlemen 
who are so much alarmed about this miserable mile 

age. While they are muking thousands out of this 
House, or feasting at some splendid mansion, we 
are industriously—perhaps unprofitably—attend- 
ing to our duties here. Sir, we will not shrink 
from this investigation; we challenge it; let us have 
the ayes and nes on my amendment, and on another 
to be proposed by my friend from Arkansas, (Mr. 
Yell.) In the virnacular tongue of the West, 
“give usa fair shake,” and we will balance accounts 
with you. Weowill leave it to the people to de- 
cide who are most censurable: the members from 
the new States who charge by the rout that every 
one travels—by the only route that can be travel- 
led— who charge according to inmemorial usage, 
and by the official sanction of officers acting under 
oath; or thos who leave this House, day after day, 
and the service of their constituents, to praztice 

law for extravagant Fexs? 2 

Mr. YELL sent the following amendment to the 
Chair: 

“And that said committee be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of providing by law for 
reducing the compensation allowed to mem»ers of 
Congress to six do lars per diem; and atso into the 
expediency of providing by law for the removal of 
the seat of Government of the United States to 
some point on the Ohio or Mississippi river, on or 
before the first day of January, 1840.” 

Mr: YELL took the floor, and said that it was 
obvious that the original resolution was intended 
to throw censure upon the members coming from 
the distant West, although it has not the boldness, 
the candor, the manliness, to avow such intention, 
For one, he was willing to admit that he charged 
by the river route, under the authority of a dis- 
tinguished predecessor (Mr. Clay) of yours, Mr. 
Speaker; under your authority, and. that of your 
predecessor, and under the example of a gen- 
tleman (Mr. Sevier) as seruputous, as honest, 
anid as hanorable as any one on this floor, however 
immaculate they may wish to appear. ‘THe charged 
only for the distance he travelled, and that distance 
wes accurately estimated, not mere guess. work. 
Sir, let gentlemen look at hom-; kt them plack 
the mote out of their own eye; let them cut down 
iheir own compensation to six dollars per day; and 
then atend to the duties of the House instead of 
travelli:g uff durang the continuance of the session, 
to practice law, or riot in luxury on their spleadid 
- He was disposed to test the sinceriry of 
gentlemen, Fet them stand up before the country, 
and vote tor his amendment, and for the salutary 
proposition submitted by the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi, whose address has just p oduced so much 
sensation inthe House. Let th-re be ng skuiking, 
but give us an unequivocal vete by ayes «nt noes. 

Sir, why is this war upon the West? What new 
political cv ution is tobe made? Who does the 
gentleman from Kentucky propose to «ffect? I: 
is strange, sir, very strange, that this proposition 
should emanate from a party opposed heretofore 
to retrenchment, and an economical administra- 
tion of the Government; a party thet had endea- 
vored to thwart General Jackson's administra- 
tion, from its very organization, in all its salutary 
measures; a party that relies upon Jatitadinarian 
constructions alone, to justify their extraordinary 
assumptions when in power. Sir, this their 
veil of gossamer will be stripped away; and 
the pecple cf the west will see in it only 
an ignis fatuus, an artifice to “gull and de- 
lude them. If they were sincere let them 
vote for the proposition of his friend from 
Mississippi; let them vote for the amendment now 
submited by himself; let them say whether they 
will favor the removal of the seat of Government 
from a lateral to a central position; from a poor, 
exposed, worn-out country, toa point central to 
the great interests of this Union; in the midst of 
a wealthy and improving region, surrounded bya 


population as brave, as patriotic, as any inthe uni- 


Verse. 


Mr. YELL addressed the House at length, and 
concluded by urging the adoption of his amend- 
ment. ‘ 

Mr. UNDERWOOD observed that the gentle: 
man from Arkansas (Mr. Yeli) had not been here 
at the last session, or he would have seen. that he 
(Mr. U.) hal not moved in this subject witha 
disposition to crininate any of his brother mem. 
bers of the House; but that he had done so with 
the full conviction that some legislation was neces- 
sary. ‘fhe keen perspicuity of the gentleman 
from Arkansas, seemed to discover that Mr, W. 
intended to cast reflections and offer an insult to 
those persons who had ‘charged by the. river 
route. Mr. U, would assure the gentleman that 
he meant no such thing; but had only honestly 
endeavored to bring to the consideration of” the 
House and the country, what ‘he believed to 
be an existing evil; and one, too, which 
he considered it his duty’ to endeavor to corréct. 
It was a notorious fact, not to be ‘denied, that a 
large portion of the members of the House from 
the South and West claimed and received compen- 
sation for their mileage by the river route, which 
amounted to a much larger sum than: ‘that charg- 
ed by the land route; and, gentlemen justified 
themeelves in doing so. Now Mr. U. did not pro- 
pose to controvert the reasons which gentlemen 
assigned for their conduct; nor did he say that 
gentlemen acted corruptly in making these 
charges, but he conscientiously believed they misa 
construed the law on this subject, and as a mam. 
ber of the House he considered it his duty to 
endeavor to correct what he conceived a 
misinterpretation of that law. The act fixing the 
compensation of members of Congress was passed 
ata time when there were no steamboats on the 
western waters, and he believed it was now wrong 
for gentlemen to charge by these circuitous routes, 
If, however, gentlemen coukl reconcile this ‘with 
their own consciences,he had nothing to say; but he 
thought they ought to have some uniform rule of 
action in these cases; and for the purpyse. of proe 
curing this uniform system he had had moved in 
this matter, and made these exertions, and no for 
other purpose whatever. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY here moved that the House 
proceed to the orders of the day; which was 
agreed to. 

The following bills from the Senate were, by 
general consent, re.d twice and referred: : 

An ag for the rehet of Samuel Miller. 

An ačt tó authorise the Washington Turnpike 
company, in Missouri, to construct a road through 
the public lands. ; f 

An act to authorise the East Florida Railroad 
Company to“construct their road through the ‘pub- 
lic lands in Fiorida. a f 

An act for altering the times of holding the Cir- 
cuit Court of the United States at Raleigh, North 
Carolina. i l 

An act to allow a drawback on imported hemp, 
when. manufactured into cordage and exported., 

_ An act to authorize Peter Warner of Indiana, to 
purchase a certam half section of the public 
lands. 3 

An act to continue in force, fora limited time, 
the act entided An act to carry into effect the con- 
vention with Spain. 

The bil to repeal certain provisions of the act 
to alter and amend the several acts imposing’ dus 
tes on certaia articles was twice read; when 

Mr, CAMBRELENG moved its postponement 
until Monday next. . i 

Mr. DENNY moved to refer it to a Committee 
of the Whole; and, : 

After some few remarks by Mesers. INGER- 
SOLL, HARPER, DENNY, SUTHERLAND, 
and LAWRENCE, : 

The motion to postpone was decided In the 


* 


de: 


ewepative , aad the motion to co 

To deg ia the a geve _ 5 

2S Pie question Ahen-reetirving: oa ahe engross- 
omeni of the billy oo : : 

12i Mr DENNY moved that the hil be postponed 
wnt) Tuesday next ; which was rereed to—ayes 

69, noes 63e ge 


imit was alg 


07 CORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The, followitg bils were rad a Urrd time, and 

(re : : 

for the relief of Henry Lee; 

A joint reso'ution granting relief to the legal 

i atives of Michael Fenwick, deceased; 

o An act further to amend the act incorporating 
the Chesapeske and. Ohia Canal.Company; and 

“An act to authorize the New Orleans and Car- 
yolton Railroad c mpany to construct a railroai 
“From Carroltun to Bayou Sara. - ‘ 


: Aftor some remarks by Messrs. SMITH, CAVE 

JOHNSON, REBD, PEARCE of Rhode Island, 
BOND, CUSHING, CAMBRELENG, GIDEON 
LER, PHILLIPS,. and CRAIG, 

. Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the yeas and 
nays on ‘ordering the bill to be engrossed, which 
were ordered, and werc—yeas 57, nays 90, 

So the bill was rejected. a 
. On tétion of Mr. GILLET, the Committee on 
Commerce was discharged from the further con- 
aideration of the petition of Eleanor S. Moore, and 


inary: Pensions. ie 

€ SPEAKER laid before. the House a com- 

ation from the Secretary of the Treasury, 

‘ mpliance with a ‘resolution of the House of 
the 26th ultimo, transmitting a tabular statement 

exhibiting’ the gross revenue received. on imports 
for Whe fast four years; which was lwd un the table 

Sand ordered to be printed. 

' Mr. ROBERTSON, on leave, presented a peti- 
‘tion rom certain individuals engaged in the coal 
‘mining’ business, praying that the duty on foreign 

coal might not be repealed. 

: Qn motion, 

The House then adjourned, 


. IN SENATE. 
a Sarvrnay, January 21, 1837. 
After reading the Journal— . 

a MORRIS Tose, and said that'he begged the 
inddlgencé of the Senate to make à shert state- 
; Ament respecting an article which: had appeared in 

one of the city papers this morning. It might be con- 
sidered by gentlemen as partaking more of a private 

i than a public nature, and one with which hg ought 

‘not to trouble, the Senate; and could he consider 

the paragraph as intended, or even bearing on its 

>, face aumere private individual allasion ® himself, 
he! would not thas publicly notice it; but it went 
“further: it was ‘a comment in severe terms, to say 
he-deast, on his conduct. as aSenaior, and that t00, 

_ by a “citizen of his own Stale, and as sucltit re- 
quired of ‘him'an explanation. The charge is 
said Mr. M.) that he had neglected the jest rights 
eof his fellow-citizens, and refused, as his 
Senlative, to present his memorial to the Se- 
and thus had treated him with disrespect. It 
is dug then, (said Mr. M.) ta the citizens of the 
Stale, itis due, to Myself, that this publication 
should not pass withoutnotice.. Yt will be fonnd in 
the“ Intelligencer of this morning in the followine 
words. [Here Mr, M.-read the communiestion re 

ferred to. ] : S ean 5 

Itis true, sir, (said Mr? M.) that, o 
morning, after the time for the presen 
uuons and memorials had clapsed, and the Chair 
hed called for reports of s‘anding committees one 

of ike young genilemen who attend the Senate 
came to his seat and handed him a paper, which 
he found to be a memorial, and which he believed 


n yesterday 


Was correctly published in the Intelligencer of this’ 


morning, and with the memorial he also received a 
note, of which the following is.a copy: 

» S DEAR Sne IAG a frien) I ask you to present the ace J 
’ cas th LO prese: ecompany: 
ing memorial to the. Sn ue. As one of your constituents | 
dersard it, Yours, with the highest respect, 

A é “WM. B LLOYD, 


‘the sams, was referred tothe Committee on Revo- : 


tation ef pe! 


«cge you do not present it pleas’ return 
in the Sergeant’s rooms... - - 

Mr. M. said tton reading the note the wrote at 
the bottom the following words: - i : 

eat , S RENATE CHAMBER. 

“ Sir: Your memorial was handed meafter the time in whieh - 
memorials canbe received on this day had elapsed. I return 
it: am willing to see and’ converse mih Jou on the subject: 
What your rights are Iam not prepared.at this moment, to de- 
HtA j Prop -© THOS, MORRIS.” 

He said that after he had.endorsed the name on 
ihe note, it occurred-to him as proper to keep the 
paper and:send back the memorial only. . He im- 
mediately songht an intervies with the person who 


W. OB. L? 


sent the memorial, with an intention of handing it 4) 


back himself; and for this purpose he went to both 


doors of- the Senate Chamber, but was unable to`’ 
He returned to his seat; - 


meet with him at either. 
and soon after: one of the young men came to 
him,.and informed him the gentleman. was in the 
antechamber.. He then handed the young man the 
paper, to return it to the author. He said, had 
time been afforded him for examination of the 
memorial, he might or might“not have presented it, 
as justice and propriety should seem to require. He 
acknowledged that it was not only his duty, but a 
pleasure, when requested so to do, to present me- 
morials or petitions on all or any subjects. within 
the power or control of the Senate, and which were 
in proper language, not only for the citizens of Ohio, 
but also from citizens residing in any part of. the 
United States.’ Whether the memorial i question 
was or was.not of that character, the hasty manner 
with which he perused it did not enable him to de- 
termine, nor did he wish to be understood as ex- 
pressing any opinion on that point; and while he 
considered the note of the gentleman as containing 
some biting sarcasms, of which he did not com- 
plain, it also contained a kind of left-handed com- 
pliment for the humble part which he took in the 
transaction to which the memerial referred. What 
transpired then is well known and need not be re- 
peated. As to the part he took, and the oserva- 
uons he made, they had been correctly, or at least 
substantially, reported in the National Intelligen- 
cer: the impression made on his mind at the time 
the procedings respecting the memorialist took 
place, he probably could not, nor did he wish to 
make an attempt, to describe. 

He said he was hastily led to male the remarks 
he did, because he thought the proceedings of the 
Senate, with regard to the individuals who created 
the disturbance in the gallery, was wrong; but whe- 
ether right or wrong, not himsel! but aftertime must 
determine; for himself, he said he had as yet seen 
no cause to.change.his opinion as expressed at the 
time; and he would further state that, while. the 
proceedings in the Senate were going on, after the 
person was arrested, he was entirely ignorant who 
he was, or of what State he was a citizen. Near 
the close, and but a minute or two before the Se- 
nate adjourned, he was informed by some gentle- 
men that. the person was from Ohio; he inquired 
his name, and was told it was Lloyd; he then had 
a recollection of having seen him some days be- 
fore, and had understood from Mr. Lloyd that his 
business in the city was to endeavor to obtain the 
passage of an act of Congress, making an appro- 
pritaion to improve the harbor at Cleaveland, by 
the erection of asea wall. He said his efforts, be 
they what they may, were not made in defence of 
a friend, or in opposition to an enemy; he should 
have made the same efforts had he known the in- 
dividual to have been both a personal and political 
«pponent; he merely intended to discharge his du- 
ty as a Senator, in sustaining what he believed to 
he the rights of an American citizen. Sir, said 
Mr. M. I think T understand this publication; it is 
intended to go to the State in which I live, and I 


have troubled the Senate with this explanation that 
it may immediately follow, 


1 and that my conduet, 
in this particular, may be cerreetly understood. 
He said, so far asin him lay, no citizen of Ohio, 


..or of any other State, should have it in his power 


_ effect of excitement, and, 


to. misrepresent his course in the Senate. He 
said. the. perempiory language contained in the 
gentleman’s note he . considered. as the mere 
> as such, could. readily 
be excused; he said it was but human nature 
to do.and.say things in excited moments which 


it immediately tome -|| “we would gladly alter or amend on future reflection; 


he said he had'no idea that the language uscd was 
intended as any personal disrespect to himself; 


when he read the note, he thought it would be bet- 


ter to see and. converse with the person as to the 


propriety of the course to be pursued; but he denied ` 


that he had, in this case, been either negligent or 
unmindful of his duty; at least he had the approval 
ofhisown judgment, and should under like cir- 
custances pursue a like course. It was very 
strange indeed that Mr. Lloyd should complain, 
when his instruction was to return him the memo- 
rial immediately, if it was not presented; and it is 
still more strange when, in his publication, he 
says that he might procure the presentation of it 
through other members of the body who were his 
friends; and the very reason he assigns for not ap- 
plying to some one of them is a reason why he 
ought so to have applied. There is no doubt he 
can obtain the presentation of his memorial through 
some member of the Senate if he yet desires it, or if 
he ever did desire it. Should he fail to make a 
further request, the ¢itizens of our own State will 
be able to draw correct conclusions. 

Mr. BENTON observed that the Senator from 
Ohio had very satisfactorily’ shown to the Senate, 
that it was nothis fault that the memorial was not 
presented; and he (Mr. B.) would now show that if 
that memorial had been presented, it would not 
have been his fault if it had not been immediately 
referred and acted on. It was sufficient for him to 
say, that he had good reasons to know that 
some consultations were going on, aud that some 
movement was intended, and that he was deter- 
mined that that movement should take the regular 
parliamentary course. Fle therefore drew up a 
motion, which he intended to make whenever the 
petition was presented, and which was shown to all 
his friends around him, with a request that they 
would vote for it when made, and which they pro- 
mised him they would do. . The motion was in 
these words: “that the petition be referréd to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, with power to send 
for witnesses, and to examine them on oath; and 
that the commiltee be allowed a clerk, the ex- 
penses to be paid out of the contingent fund of the 
Senate.” 

This was the motion which he had shown to all 
his friends, and which they had promised him to 
vote for when made; so that it would be seen that, 
had the petition been presented, it would not have 
been his fault if it had not been immediately re- 
ferred and acted on. As to the intimations that 
had been given him, Mr. B. said he wonld say 
nothing; but he took the océasion to say, that he 
sincerely hoped that some gentleman would pre- 
sentthe memorial. He hoped that some opportu- 
nity would be allowed him of giving to the public 
ali the circumstances connected with the transac- 
lions of that night. 

Mr. CLAY presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Wuitzborough, New. York, setting 
forth that a flood of foreign pap'sts, guided by 
crafty and zealous priests, are annually pouring in 
upon our shores, and their grest apprehensions of 
a settled purpose to establish in time popery 
throughout the country, in place of the protestant 
religion, ond praying Congress to adopt such mea- 
sures as may prevent the evils they apprehend; 
also praying for a revision of the natural zation 
laws. 

Mr. Clay observed thet some of the objects of 
the petition were beyond the constitutiona: power 
of Congress to interfere with. Bat as Congress 
passed the power to revise the laws relative te 


Mare 


naturalization, he would move to refer the peti- 
Gon to the Committee on the Judiciary; which 
motion was adopted, 

Mr. KING of Alabama presented the memorial 
of the Legislature of the State of Alabama, re- 
specting the employmentof militia in the service 


th that in. conse- 
quence cf the privations and hardships to which 
he is exposed, the citizen soldier is bot adequately 
compensated by the pey of a soldir of the regu- 
lar army: referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. ; ` 

Mr. RIVES, on leave, introduced a bill for the 


of the United States, seithig fe 


-0y 


relief of Thomas B. Parsons; which was read twice 


and referred, 


“Mr. “KING 0 Alabar a, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, ‘to which had been referred the 
bill to: create an additional ian] district inthe State 


of Alabama, reported the same without amend- || 


ment. ` t ns 
Mr. KING of Alabama, gave notice that’ he 
would, on. Monday, ask. leave’to bring in a bill for 
the adjustment and final- disposition ‘of four sec- 
tions of land in the Tombigbée country, reserved 
for the cultivation of the vine and olive, Í 

‘Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, moved to be discharged from the further 
Consideration of ‘the motion submitted by. Mr. 
Bewron, directing the committee to which the re- 
solution to’rescind the Treasury order should be 
seit, toinquire into ‘its practical effect on the bu- 
aingss of the country, and banking institutions of 
the States, and the conduct of the banks, and 
their attempts to withdraw specie from circulation, 
&c. and further moved that the said motion be 
referred to the Committee on Finance.. 

Mr. BENTON expressed his ‘surprise at the 
Motion made by.the Senator from Mississippi. 
This motion was, by order’ of the Senate, made 
patt of the inquiry which was sent to the commit: 
tee, and was. too. intimately connected with the. 
subject referred to, to be passed by in this in- 
formal manner. © 

Mr. WALKER said that it would be obvious. to 
the Senate that it would have been impossible for 
thé committee to act on the motion of the Senator 
from Missouri, without entirely preventing any le- 
gislation at this session on the subject of the Trea- 
suty order. The committee were required by the 
motion to examine wittnesses, and to send to a dis- 
tance to collect testimony by deposition, Now 
this would be.a work of months, to enter into the 
inquiry in the manner contemplated by the motion, 
and the ses ion was more than half over. 

Mr. KING of Alabama said that he was aware 
that the Senator from Missouri had given notice of 
his intention to ‘ay before the Serate the- resolu- 
tion ia question; and it had, it appeared, been sub- 
sequently introduced, passed, and committed to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. © All this had 
been done; and yet he had remained unconscious 
of the fact, not having hear. of any motion to com- 


mit the resolution, nor of any other movement in, 


respect to it. He had believed that no commit- 
ment would take place, and the matter had en- 
tirely escaped hisrecollection. Indeed, if he had 
been present when the resolution passed the 
Senate, he would have opposed ifs being sent to 
the Committ«? en the Public: Lands, because no 
beneficial effect could be obtained by the adoption 
of that course; and it was calculated to retard the 
action ofthis body on the bill designating the funds 
receivable by the Government in the payment of 
the public revenue. Ifthe object of tse resolution 
was to obtain information, why, then, it was rot 
possible to getit in sufficient time to act on it, and 
afterwards to pass the bill during the presynt ses- 
sion: that was impracticzb!e, 

In either point of view he should have cpposed 
the resolution. He did not see any practical good 
likely to result from it, and therefore saw no use 
in its being sent to the Committee on Finance. He 
repeated, that had the Scnate taken up the resolu- 
tion and actcd to the extent of its requirements, 
that -impor'‘ant bil, which the country required 
should be immediately disposed of, could not be 
passed during this session of Corgress. The Sen- 
ator from Missouri was aware of that fact, as well 
as himself. He hoped, therefore, that the ques. 
tion would be taken on discharging the Committee 
on'the Public Lands from the-resalution. 


Mr. EWING of Ohio concurred with the views 
expressed by the Senator frora Alabama on the 
subject. He (Mr.E.) held that the resolation should 
have been sent to the Committee on Finance, be- 
cause the topics which it embraced came more 
properly. within the sphere of their dutis. He 
had never seen the resoiution until this morning; 
but he recollected-having heard it read some weeks 
ago, and he had entirely forgoiten it at the time 
the bill was reported. The Senator from. M's- 
souri, he conceived, should bé allowed to pursue 
what course he might think pr-per wit: regard to 
‘his resolution. 
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Mr. BENTON said. that the resolution was re- 


on the 12th, se that some time had already elapsed 
ince the committee had bad it in charge. Be- 
sidès, if there was not time exough k ft in the sés- 
sion for the Committee on Publie Lands to attend 


to the business, was there more time, he asked, for 


the Committee on Finance to do it? ‘Phat the 
Cémmittee on Public Lands should have moved to 


be discharged when they made their report, was 


perfectly regular; but he apprehended that it wag 
entirely irregular to make such a motion after they 
had repo:ted. He would now ask of his friends 
to vote for sending this motion to the committce of 
which hz was a member (Finance), and he would 
see if there ws yet time enough in thé session to 
obtain the important information contemplated by 
the motion. _ 

Mr. WALKER’S motion was then adopted. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the Committee on 
the Judiciary was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of J. J. Roberts, in behalf 
of the American Miss‘onaries, asking that ‘their 
children born in foreign countries may be made by 
law American citizens 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the same Com- 
mittee was also discharged from the further consi- 
deration of the resolution directing an inquiry into. 
the expediency of increasing the salaries of certain 
Clerks of the Federal Courts in the State of Vir- 
ginia. : 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which had been referred the petition of 
the owners of the ship Alleghany, reported a bill 
for their relief; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. f 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill for ths relief of Michael 
Thornton; which was read, and on dered toa second 
reading, 

The bill to authorize certain railroad comp -nies 
to c nstruct railroads through the lands of the 
United States in the Territcry of Florida; and 

The bill to alter the times of holding the courts 
of the United States in the State of Tennessee; 
were seyerally read the third time, and passed. 


; LAND BILL. 

The Senate then took up the bill to prohibit the 
sales of the public lands except to actual settlers, 
and in limited quantities; the question being on 
Mr, Waxxrnr’s motion to strike out three years and 
insert one, being the term of residence required 
of the settler before he can obtain a patent. 

This question was decided in the negative— 
yeas 12, nays 23, as follows: 

YEAS—-Messrs Benton, Black, Clayton, Ewing 
of Hnes, Fulton, Hendricks, Moore, Robinson, 
Sevier, Tipton, Walker, and Wright—12, 

NAYS -- Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Calhoun, Clay, 

Sriitenden, Cuthbert, Ewing of Ohio, Grundy, 
Hubbird, Kent, King of Alabama, Knight, Linn, 
Morris, Nicholas, Nes, Page, Rives, Robbins, 
Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, and White—23. 

Mr. GRUNDY then moved to strike out three 
years, and. insert two years for the term of resi- 
desce; and after a debate, in which Messrs, EW- 
ING «f Ohio, WALKER, KING of Alabama, LINN, 
and ‘FIP TON, took part, the motion w:s adopt- 
ed—yeas 27, nays 11, as foilews: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Clayion, Cuthbert, Dana, Ewing-of Illinois, 
Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, King of 
Alabama, Linn, Moore, Morris, Nicholas, Page, 
Rives, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, ‘Tallmadge, Tip- 
ton, Walker, White, and Wright—27. 

NAYVS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, Crit- 
tenden, Ewing of Ohio, Kent, Knight, Niles, Rob- 
bins, Sw-ft, and Tomlinson—il. : 

Mr. EWING then laid on the table an amend- 


ment, which, he said, he would offer on Monday, 


and it was ordered to be printed. 

After some verbal amendments, the bill was cn 
Mr. WALKER’S motion postponed to, and made 
the order of the day for Monday next. 

The following bills were severaily read the se- 
cond time and considered asin Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to be engrossed fora third 
reading: : 

The bill for the relief of Norman Holt. 


ferred on the 11th, and the motion went to them: 


Phe bill for 


. Ramsay, deceased. 


t the relief of. George F. Strother 
The bill for the relief S Benjamin’ Peat 
The bill for the relief of the héira of Yo. ù 
The’ bil for the relief of Æneas Munson. 
The till forthe relief of Thomas C : 
The bill for the relief of the corporate autho: 

ties of the city of Mobile "to rémunerate them for 

theit expenses in fitting out two ‘companies of vor 
lunteers for the late Creek war ĵi >i ae 
The bill to authorize George’ Whitrnin of Ala- 
bama to import free of duty an iron steam boat in 
detached parts, with the- necessary” machinery, 
working tools, &c: oe Pere ue 
The bill for the retief of Robert P. Eetcher and 

Thomas P. Moore. VSP TNE RS EAS EE STAD 
The bill providing for the payment of the Ver: 

mont militia who served at the baltle of Platts- 

urg. ' PA a 

The resolution introduced by Mr. PRESTON, 
to authorize certain experiments to be made. ta 
test the utility of certain improvements made in 
fire-asms, was considered and adopted. : 


The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarenpay, January 21, 1837. ae 
| NEW YORK: FIBRES 0 oS 

Mr. MOORE moved a suspension of the rule ~ 
for the purpose of submitting a motion that the 
House resolve itself into a Committee’ of the, 
Whole on the state of the Union, for the purpose 
of considering the ‘b Ilsipplementary tó the act 
for the geliefof the sufferers by firein the city of 
New York: lost. f 

GRADUATION LAND BILE. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on the Pub. 
lic Lands, reported a resolution proposing to make » 
the “bill to graduate the price of the public 
lanis, to make provisions for aciual settlers, and ta 
cede the waste landsto the States wherein they ` 
are situated,” be made the special order of the 
day for Wednesd:y next. ee p 
Mr. DAVIS said, as this was a-very imp rtant | 


ao 


terested, he should ask for the ye LVS; 

which were ordered, and were—ycas 60, nays 95, ~ 

as foilows- eae Bs eeu 
YRAS—Messrs. Anthony, Ashley, . Biack, Boon.) Boyd, 


Bunch, Bynum, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Chapin, J. F; H 
Ciainorne, Coles, Cushman, Davis, Denny, Dunlap, Galbraith, 
R. Garland, Gholson, Hannegan, $. 8. Harrison, A. G. Harri 
son, Hawes, Haynes, Henderson, Hopkins, Huntington, Hunts: 
man, U. Jo'mson, Kennon, Klingenemith, Lane Lansing, Law- 
Lewis, Logan, Lyon, Abijah Mana, Job Mann, Maus | 
, Page, Patterse 
Smith, 


nlenberg, Pag 
mour, Sheilds, 


NAYS , Chilton Allon, Heman Allen, Bai + 
ley, Beale, Bean, Beli, Bockee, Bond, Bouldin, Briggs, Bu- 
chanan, John Caihoon, Wiliam B, Calhoun,’ Cambreieng, 
Campbell, George Chambers, Chaney, Chetwood, Nthanie] HY. 
Claiborne, Cramer, Darlingwon, Deberry, Dromgcole, EMER, w 
Evans, Everett, Fry, Grantand, Grayson, Grenneht, Griffin, 
Haley J. Hall, Harper, Hawkins, Hazeliine, Hoar Howell, Hub- 
ley, Han’, Ingersoll, Ingham, Jenoa Jarvis, Joseph Johnsen, 
Jonn W. Jones, Lavrence, Leonard, Lincoin, Loyal, Lucas 
McKennan, McKim, Mcl.ene, Mercer, 
James A. Pearce, Pearson, 
la, 


a 


æ 


er, Whie, a 
and ] is Wilhains-—93. 


So the House refused to concur in the resolution, 
and it was accordingly rejected. ; 
Mr. BEALE, from the Committee on invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill to restore to certain imva- 
lid pensioners the amount of pensions by them 
relinquished; which was read twice and -come 
mitted. eens 
Mr. ADAMS, on leave, presented an amend: 
ment to this bill, which he gave notice be should 
move when the bill came up again. for considera- 
tion, and the same was committed, with the bill 
to the Committee of the Whole... 
ATCHAFALAYA RAILROAD. 
Mr. LINCOLN, from: the Sn ae on He 
blic Lands, reported a resolution proposing to 
Sensis the Committee of the Whole from, the 
farther consideratien of the “bill granting a right 
òf way throughthe public lands to the Atchafalaya 
Railroad. avd Banking company; which was 
concurred in. The bil having been brought into 


* 


pt 


re eee = es 
the House, on motion of Mr. LINCOLN, was taken 
taken up, on its engrossment. oe 

Mr. PARKS had the sime objection to the pas- 
sage of this bill in iis present state which he had 
to all other bills of this kind; which. was, that it 
contained no provision for: carrying the mails of 
the United States, public stores, &c. consequently 
these corporations charged the Government an ex- 
travagant price for carrying the mails. Where 
these charters, were granted by the States, ard 
they were under the exclusive jurisdiction ef the 
States,the Government could do nothing with them; 


„but where they go through the public lands, he 


held it to be the duty of Congress to provide some 
power by.which these corporations might be com- 
pelled to carry the mails, munitions of war, &c. 
for a reagonable compensation. It might be ne- 
cessary, as for instance, in the case cf the 
Seminole: war, thatthe Government would wish 
to transport troops, provisions and munitions from 
one point to another; and unless some provision 
was made by the Government for comnelling these 
companies to carry Government property, they 
might charge their own price, or even refuse to 
carry them,’ He therefore moved that tbe bill be 
committed to the Committee on the Post Office and 


` Post Roads, with instructions to inquire into the 


expediency of adding a section providing for car- 
rying the mails ofthe United States for a reason- 
able and just compensation. 

Mr. REYNOLDS of Illinois said, that he hoped 
to be excused for afew minutes, while he would 
explain to the House the unreasonable grounds of 
opposition to the ‘passage of this bill. lle con- 
demned the practice of detaining the House a lòng 
time où small matters: but the motion of the gen- 
tleman, (Mr. Parks) of Maine, to refer this bill to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
was in itself so decidedly repugnant to his (Mr, R ) 
notions of propriety and justice to the new St:tes, 
that he could not remain silent end at his ease 
when such question was in discussion. 

The gentleman wanted the company to be 
charged with the carrying of the United States 
mail and other services to the Government, and for 


_ what? For the simple right of way, say a few fee 


of land on each side of the railroad. This is the 
consideration on the part of the-Gevernment, Is 
this a reasonable consideration? Is this such con- 
sideration as the gentleman would have exacted 
in a private contract? Mr. R. hoped not. 

Such great and national improvements were not 
only a great benefit to the United States .in her 
commercial ‘transactions, but, in fact, enhanced 
the price of the public lands to a vast extent; the 
Government was making more by this improve- 
ment than the cnmpany; thousands of dollars 
more would. be realized to the Treasury of the 
United States by the operation, than would be to 


~ permit the country to remain in its present unim- 


proved state; yeta with all this advantage to the 
vernment, the gentlemen wanted to clog and 
encumber the improvement with more burthens. 
This seems like a settlei hostility to the growth 
and prosperity of the western section of the Union. 
„Mr. R. observed, these great anl laudable im- 
provements are not only a great advantage to the 


if 


| 


United’States, but an honor to the country; and - 


should receive from the hands of Congress all the 
fostering cate that’ is compatible with the rights 
and interests of. othér sections of the nation. 

The railroad -fron Charleston, South Carolina, is 
one of these stupeiduous works -of improvement 
that we all ought to hail asan honor to our com- 
mon country, No unnecessary ‘impediment should 
be placed in its march to completion and perfec- 
tion. pea cbr a 

Mr. B said, the same observations’ would. apply 
to the improvement in the State of IWinois, A 
company had been chartered to construct arailréad 
four or five hundred mites in ]-ngth through the: 
centre of ‘that State, extending frem the termina- 
tion-ofthe canal to the mouth of the Ohio. Should 
such notions and objections prevail as the. gentle- 
man urge, this great and national work must with- 
er and die. Vhis is the inevitable consequence. 
These companies are ike all others of mankind, 
they will not do a great deal for nothing, . Load 
them down, and our country is not improved, 

Af the United States gayo this company lands 


Stanimira onnan ope hintaan a enii merrier 


Ze 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


by whieh the road was to-be made, it might be 
right to ask something from the company in con- 
sideration of the same. - : 5 
if the Government even granted a right of pre- 
emption fo a part of the land over which the 
road would pass, a. consideratioa ‘with more rea- 
son might be demanded. - - : 

But thisisnot the case. Nothing this company 
asks, but a small slip cf land, not to die on: but to 
live on. f 

Mr. R, hoped the gentleman’s mdtion would not 
prevail, but that the bill would be passed into a 
law, which would be serviceable tothe Govern- 
ment and the people also. . 

M. PARKS was sorry the gentleman from IHi- 
nois should have become disturbed on this subject, 
by the simple prop4sition of referring it to a Com- 
mittee toinqnire into the expediency of adding 
a provision which Mr. P, considered right and pro- 
per. The gentleman had seid that this provision 
would be requiring these corporations to carry 
your mails for fothing, . Fhis was not the case; 
the provision simply asked them to carry the mails 
for a liberal and just consideration. As to the idea 
which the gentleman from Hlinois advanced, that 
Mr. P. held any enmity to the intcrests of the 
Western country, he must tell the gentleman that 
he krew no more about it than the man. in the 
moon. The gentleman made charges against Mr. 
P. which were not justfied by the facts, and he 
hoped the gentleman would forbear from setting 
hiar down as opposed to the interests of the West 
until some subject came tp which would make it 
more apparent than the present, that he had any 
hostile feelinas towards the West. 

Mr. LINCOLN said this bil had been intro- 
duced for the purpose of getting a great public 
improvement completed. ‘Phere was no preemp- 
tion granted them, but they were merely granted 
the privilege of locating their road on the pub'ic 
lands. he covpany had asked for one hundred 
and sixty feet in width, bat the committee had cut 
it down to one hundred feet, therefore they thought 
it no more than reasonable to grant them this right 
of location, In regard ‘to the motion made by the 
gentieman from Maine (Me Parks) it seemed to 
him, Mre L: that it impesed an invidious distinc- 
tion between-the rights of this corporation and 
those granted to other eorporations, No longer 
ago than yesterday, there were two bills ordered 
to be engrossed containing the same provisions «s 


this ‘bill, without’ objection from the gentleman 


from Maine, or any other gentleman. “Phere had 
been mary bills passed containing similar provi- 
sions; and he saw no réason why they should place 
restrictions on this corporation which they had not 
imposed upon oth-r companies. Ha woukl call 
to the attention of the gentieman the fact that there 
was s provision requiring these co ons to 
transport troops and munitions intime of 

not only that but the Government had the ri 
take tbe road, the engines and ail the fixtures and 
convert them to its own use; and in regard to the 
transportation of the mails on these roads, he con- 
sidered that in a shert time they would find it to 
their interest to carry them; and hehad no doubt, 
but that the transportation of the midi would be 
sought for by these corpeurations. 

Mr. PARKS remarked that he was not aware 
that any bills had been engrossed on yesterday of 
the nature of the one now before the House. IF it 
was so, and he had itin bis poser when they came 
up on their third reading, he wouk! have them 
amended as he proposed tu amend this bill, 


Mr. MERCER suggested that an arrangement 


might be made with these companies by the Coin- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. ANTHONY was favorable to the amend- 
ment proposed by the gentlemen from Maine, (Mr, 


` Parks,) but he did nor think it necessary to go in- 


to details at this stage of the bill. He perfectly 
concurred ia the views of that gentleman, that it 
was proper to begin with:some restrictions of this 
kind: Inrelation to the suggestion of the gentle- 
raan from’ Virginia, (Mr. Mereer,) that the Com- 
mittee onthe Post Office and Post Roads might 
make some general arrangement with these corpo- 
rations, he considered it fallacious. When these 
corporations once got privileges granted to them, it 
way impossible for committees of this House to make 
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any arrangement with them, unless it was made 
on their own terms, We have seen already the 
evils arising from granting these unlimited privi- 
leges; we can now scarcely get cur mails carried 
upon these roads, when, if we bad taken them in 
time, we might have brought them to our own 
terms, From day to day in this House we are 
point.d to precedents and examples, and it is 
s.id now, that because we have granted other 
railrosds the privilege of locating on the pub- 
lic lands without any restriction, that we should 
do the same with this company. He would sub- 
mit it to the House, however, whether because 
they had orce done wrong, they must continue to 
dowrong. They now had the power of imposing 
a provision of this kind, and now was the accepted 
time. Let these corporations carry the mail at 
the same rate they carried other produce or pro- 
perty, or if the risk was greater than on other 
prope: ty pay them more; but let them be confined 
to something like a reasonable price. It was ne- 
cessary for something of this kind to be done, be- 
cause experience had shown that these corpora. 
tions would not carry the mail unless they were 
paid a very extravagant price. ` 

Mr, GARLAND of La. madea brief explana- 
tion in reference to the importance of the passage 
of this billto the United States, opening, as it 
would, a vast body of the finest lands in the State . 
£f Louisiana. He also adverted to the fact that, 
un'ess this bill were speedily passed, it would be 
usele:s to passitat all, and entail ruin upon the 
company. The charter was incorporated and 
bears dite the 10:h of March, 1835, and it was 
made compulsory on the company to commence 
their work within two years from that date, or for- 
feit their charter. Unless then, this bill passed 
soon, it would be inoperative. The company were 
ready to proceed, had gone onto make cuntracts _ 
and prepare materials, as they did last year. 

At the last session of Congress it passed the 
Senate wichout the slightest hesitation, but on re- 
ferring it to the Committee on Public Lands; that 
committee, conceiving the company justly merited 
some return for the advantages about to accrue to 
the United States in consequence of their labors, , 
reported the bill back with an amendment giving 
them the right of pre-emption to alternate sections 
along the line ofthe road. In consequence of that 
amendment the bill was then lost, and the original 
bill was now revived, merely giving them the right 
of way tothe extent of one hundred feet in width. 

Mr. G. further explained that under no circum- 
stances did the company anticipate a profitable re- 
turn from the railroad, for its construction was im- 
posed upon them as a bonus for their bank char- 
ter; and so far from being a benefit, would be a 
heavy charge. Under these circumstances, there- 
fore, he did hope the gentleman from Maine would 
not insist upon his motion to send the bill to the 
Committee on the Post Office, since it would lead 
to the inevitable loss of the bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana also opposed the 
amendment on the same ground as his colleague, 
He described the chara:ter of the country through 
which the road was des'gned to pass, which was 
overflowa every spring, but it would pass a body of 
land, now inaccessible, that would bring milhons 
into the Treasury. Fe expressed his surprise that 
there should be a sclitary objection to the bill. 

The motion of Mr. PARKS was disagreed to 
without a count. 

On motion of Mr. MERCER, the bill was so 
amended as to give the company “eighty” instead 
of ‘one hundred” feet, and it was then ordered to 
be engrossed fora third reading on. Monday next. 

THE MINT. 

On motion of Mr. OWENS the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union was discharg- 
ed from the further consideration of the “bill to 
amend the act establishing branches of the United 
States Mint,” and the same was brought into the 
House. 

Mr. OWENS explained ‘that the bill related te 
the estab‘ishment of branches of the mint at New 
Orleans, Charlottein North Carolina, and Dahlone- 
gain Georgia, These several branches were now 
ready to go into operation, and the director of the 
mint was anxions for it; but, until the bill under 


Fenian 


consideration passed, the President could not ap- 
point the necessary officers. 3) i 

“The bill was then read, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading on Monday next. 

“On motion of Mr. YELL. the Committee on the 
Public Lands was discharged from the further 
consideration of a memorial ofthe Arkansas Legis- 
lature, in reference to a change in the location of 
school lands; and the same was ordered to lie on 
the table. ` f 
> The House then passed to the orders of the 
ay. 
The following bills from the Senate, were read 
twice, and referred to their appropriate standing 
committees: 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Butcher, and the 
legal representatives of Bartholomew Butcher; 

A billto authorise the Secretary of the Treasury 
to compromise the claim of the Government in the 
Allegheny Bank of Pennsylvania; 

The bill for the payment of a debt due to Antoine 
Petrie; : 

The bill for the relief of Wiliam H. Robinson, 
- Samuel H. Garrow, and John W. Sinington; 

The bill forthe relief of Sarah Angel and the 
other heirs at law of Benjamin King, ceceased; 

The bill for the relief of Isaac Bronson; 

The bill for the relief of James McCrory; 


_ The bill for the relief of the legal heirs of Moses | 


Eliner; 

The, bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Samuel Y. Keene; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Wiiliam 
Cogswell; 

The bill for the relief of William Hogan, ad- 
ministrator of Michie! Hogan, deceased; 

The bill for the relief of Ransom Mix; 

‘The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Gustavus B. Horner, deceased; 

The bill for the relief of certain officers of the 
United States sloop of war Boston; 

The bill for the relief of Moses Van Scanter; 

The bill for the relief of Sebastian Richards; 

The bill for the relief of George W. Brand; 

The bill for the re‘icf of Irvine Shudrick; 

The bill for the relief of Caroline Clitherall; 

‘The bill for the relief of the heirs of General 
William Eaton; ` 

The biil to increase the compensation of the 
principal clerk employed in the Adjutant and In- 
spector General’s office; 

The bill for the relief of John McLeod; 

The bill for the relief of Thomas H. Perkins 
and others; 

The bill to incorporate the Washington County 
Manual Labor School and Male Orpnan Asylum; 

' The bill for the relicf of Charles B. Hunter; and 

-The bill to authorize the relinquishment of the 
16th sections of land granted for the use of schools, 
and the location of other lands in lisu thereof, 

The House then took up the bill for the retief 
of Philip and Eliphalet Greedy; which was re- 
jected. 

The House then took up the bill for the relief 
of Ebenezer Breed. The question pending was 
on the engrossment of the bill. 

After some remarks by Messrs, LAWRENCE, 
CAVE JOHNSON, INGERSOLL, PEARCE of 
R. I. CAMBRELENG, PARKER, CUSHING, 
GIDEON LEE, HARPER, PHILIPS and AD- 
AMS, aa 

Mr. DUNLAP moved the previous question; 
which was seconded by the House—ayes 99, noes 
not counted. : 

The maia question was then ordered to be put, 
when 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the yeas and 
nays on the main question, (which was on the en- 
grossment of the bill;) which were ordered, and 
were—yeas 87, nays 65. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time to-morrow. 


‘Mr. JARVIS submitted a motion to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill for the reliefof N. and 
L. Dana and Co. was rejected. 

After some remarks by Messrs. MERCER, JAR- 
VIS, BRIGGS and CAMBRELENG, 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina moved an 
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adjournment, but withdrew the motion at the sug- 
gestion of Mr, WISE. 

Mr. WISE, from the Select Committee appoint- 
ed toinvestigate the Executive Departments, then 
moved that the committee have leave to sit during 
the sessions of the House, which was agreed to, and 
then, on motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monnay, January 23, 3837. 


A message was -received from the President of | 
the United States, by Mr. Andrew Jackson, Jun. | 
his private secretary, transmitting a copy of the | 
annual report of the Directors of the Mint at Phi- | 
ladelphia, showing the operations of that institution | 


' for the past year, and a report, showing the pro- 
v F. > D P 


gress made towards the completion of the branch 
mints iù North Carolina, Georgia, and Louisiana; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 


The CHAIR communicated a report from the | 


War Department, made in compliance with the re- 
solutions of the 14th and 18th instant, transmitting 
copies of the correspondence relative to the cam- 
paign under General Callin Florida. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented the petition of William 
W. Cook; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Wisconsin residing on lake Michigan, 
praying for an appropriation for the improvement 
of the harbor of Milwaukie; which was relerred to 
he Committee on Commerce: 

Mr. W. also presented the petition of John W. 


Karney, praying for the passage of a law to au-! 


sattin 
settic 


thorize the Secretary of the Treasury fo settio bis 
accounts, and discharge him irom his liabilities on 


certain duty bonds; referred to the Committee on į 


Finance. 

Mr. LUNN: presented the petition of Wan Doren, 
Pease and Company, asking fur the right of way 
through the public lands, for the purpose of con- 
siracting a railroad from the mineral region in Mis- 
souri to the Mississippi river; which was referred 
to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 7 

Mr. LINN presented a memoria! from the Legis- 
lative Assembly of Wisconsin, praying for an ap- 
propriation of $75,000 tor the construction of a road 
from Fort Harrison to Fort Winnebago, and from 
Green Bay to Lake Michigan; 

Also, a memorial from the same source, praying 
i expended under the di- 

r, for the ceon- 
an to the Mis- 


ba 


sissippi river; 
Also, a me 
for the opening of a road 
intersect the road from Green Bay to Chicago; 
Also, a memorial from the same source, pray- 
ing the passage of a law to grant pre-emption rights 
to actual settiers on the public lands; i 
Also, a memorial from the same source, praying 
Congress to make a donation of the proceeds of 
the sales of lots in certain towns in Wisconsin Ter- 
ritory to those respective towns for improvements 
therein; , 
Also, a memorial from the same source, praying 
for three thonsand stand of arms for the use of 
said Territory in case of Indian wars; 


norial from the same scurce, praying 


P 


Also, a memorial from the same source, praying. 
appropriations for harbers, light-houses, surveys, 
&e.; 


‘All which memorials were appropriately re- 


ferred. : 
Mr. TOMLINSON presented the memorial of 


David Bourd praying fora pension; referred to the | 


Committee on Pensions. D i 
Mr. KING of Alabama presented the petition of 


Wiliam Barclay, praying permission to locate a | 


quantity of land equal to that granted to his father 
by the State of Georgia, of which he has been de~ 
prived: a | > 

Also, the petition of a number of citizens of the 
Cherokee ecuntry, Alabama, who have made im- 
provements on the public lands, asking for pre- 
emptions, in order that their improvements-may be 
secured to them: both of which were referred. to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Comimittee on Finance, 


rom Fort Winnebago to ! 


to which had been referred the memoriál of 


Board of Trade of the city of New York, praying” 


for the establishment of a national bank, to be lo- 
cated in that city, made a report thereon, conclud+ 
ing with a resolution that the pray 
tioners ought not to be granted, 


Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on Revolu- -< 


tionary Claims, to which had been referred the pe- 
tition of Lucy Bond and Hannah Douglass, reported 
a bill for their relief; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. i 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which had’ been referred the petition of 
sundry citizens of Westboro, Sullivan county, New- 
York, praying for a revision of’ the naturalization 
laws, and the prevention of the increase of popery 
in the United States, moved that the committee be 
discharged from the further consideration thereof; 
Which was agreed to. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which had been referred the petition of 
James Dutton, reported a bill for his relief; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. i 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to which had been referred the 
petition of the heirs of Henry Morfit, deceased, 
reported a bill for their relief; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. ao 

Mr. KENT, on leave, introduced the following 
bills; which were severally read twice, and referred: 

A bill to amend the act for quieting. possessions, 
enrolling conveyances, and securing estates to the 
purchasers, in the District of Columbia; 

A bill to organize the several fire companies in 
the District of Columbia; and, 

A bill to incorporate the President and Directors 
of the Firemar’s Insurance Company of Washing- 
ion and Georgetown in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. KING of Alabama, on leave, introduced a 


bill to provide for the adjustment of title and final ' 
dispositions of four’sections of land, in the tract of | i 


country allotted to the Tombigbee Association for 


the cultivation of the vine and olive; which was 


twice read and referred. Sis 
Mr. KING of Alabama gave notice that he 
would to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill, to 
authorize the appointment of a consul general to 
reside at Alexandria in Egypt. ee : 
Mr. NILES, from the Committee on Manufac.- 


tures, to which had been referred the petition’ of : 


sundry citizens of Boston, with several other me- 
morials on the same subject, reported a bili to re 
peal the duty on foreign coal; which was read and 
ordered to a second reading, and 1090 extra copies 
of the report were ordered to be printed. À 

“he following bills were severally read the third 
time and passed: 


prayer of the ‘peti- 4 


The bill for the relief of Robert P. Letcher and. 


Thomas P: Moore. ; 

Tne bill for the relief of Norman Holt. 

The bill for the relief of Benjamin J. Porter. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Doctor Joha 
Ramsay, deceased. as ; 

The bil for the relief of George F. Strother, 

"Phe bill for the relief of Æneas Munson. 

The bill to authorize George Whitman of Alaba~ 
ma to import free of duty an iron steamboat, in 
detached paris, with the necessary machinery, 
working tools, &c. 

The bill for the relicf of Thomas Cannon. 


The bill for the relief of the corporate authori-. 


ties of the city of Mobile. 

The bill for the payment of the Vermont militia, 
who served at the battle of Plattsburg. 7 

The bill to prevent the abatement of. suits in the 
courts of the United States. e 

The bill for relief of Daniel Steinrod; and ' 

The bill forthe relief of Andrew Know; were 
severally read the second time, and considered as 
in Committee of the Whole, and ordered to a third 
reading. cant 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from. the Committee en 
Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of the heirs and legal representatives of William 


Jores, deceased; which was read, and ordered to a 


second. reading. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the fortification 
pill, the armory bill, and the bill to increase the 
army of the United States, were severally pest- 


PP es EAT IE Oe, SER MENGE PEST oll LEN PR ESA 


A AN aC ce Tat EL ak SRT EN, So ORO OME e 


poned io, and made the.order of the day for, Thurs- 

day week. ease 

» PUBLIC LANDS. l] 

The bill to prohibit the sales of ‘the public lands, 

.. except to actual settlers;and in limited quantities, 

P., was taken up.as the special order; and, 
„After several. verbal ‘amendments were made, 
Mr. EWING. of Ohio addresséd the Senate at 

length in opposition; to.the bill; after which 

‘The Senate. adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
: Monpay, Jan. 23,1837. . 

The SPEAKER announced the first business in 
order to be a memorial -presented on Monday last 
by Mr. CUSHING, from a number of merchants 
of Boston, Massachusetts, prayiag the interference 
“of Government in relation to the unnecessary qua- 
rantine imposed, úpon American vessels by the 
Danish Governmentat Elsinore. 

Mr. CUSHING moved its reference to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and was proceeding to 
state the object of the memorial, when 

Mr. ADAMS interposed, and inquired of the 
Chair ifthe first business in order was not the con- 
sideration of the motion to reject certain petitions 
j- presented by Mr. A. on a former. day, praying: for 
» the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia? 
That, he contended, was the unfinished business. 

The CHAIR adverted. to the: resolution adopted 


all such papers. tobe laid onthe table without be- 
ing printed or referred. . 'The.order was. of. a gene- 
ral character, covering all papers on the subject, 
and contained nothing which could except the me- 
morial presented previously. « 

Mr. ADAMS was understood,to object to the va- 
lidity of that resolution on. two. grounds; first, that 
| gue day’s notice ef ithad not been given, which 
. Wasrequired by the rule; and, second, that it had 
not been adopted by a vote of two-thirds. 

The CHAT gave the grounds of his decision at 
` length, which was id conformity with the action of 
the House, under an order in the same words, 
| adopted last session. The gentleman from Massa- 
| chusetts could now again present his petition, and 
| it would take the course directed by that resolution. 

Mr.. ADAMS contended that the words in the 
resolution, “to be. presented,” could not be con- 
‘strued to have'a retrospective operation, but would, 
iVoSerative'atall, only apply to papers thereafter 
to be presented’ onthe subject:of abolition. Mr. 
A. took an appeal from the dec; 

“and argued the point;for'some time. |. 
Mr. PINCKNEY said, for the purpose of put- 
ting an end to this unprofitable debate, he demanded 
the previous question; which was Seconded—ayes 
99, noes not counted. 
` Mr. LAWRENCE called for the yeas and nays 
on ordering the main question to be put; which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 129, nays 48; as fol- 
lows: te ` : 
YEAS—Mesers. Chilton Alan, 
mont, Black, i 
$ Bunch, Buris, Jahn Calhoon, Camhbreleng,* Garr, 


din, Harl 
Heul i 
n Jones, B. 
Lansing, Lawler 


in, Owens, } 
ù James A. Pearce, 
} + 


ni, Sickles, Smith, & 

fo, Thomas, John Thor 

Vanterpoel, Wagener, 
? oy 

aud You 12! 

NAY 


Bond, 
, John 
mys Evans, Eve 
S. Baurison, Ha- 


Graves, Grennel, H: Hal, S 
inte, ter, Hoar, Bowell, lugersoll, Le porte, Lawrence, 
y, Sarapson Maxon, McKennan, Morris, Pearson, Pettigrew 
j Potts. Roed, Rencher,: Robersson, Rassell, Augusiie 


lias, Sherrod Williams, and. Youngr43, 
On the mem question, “Shall the decision of- the 
it stand as the judgment of the House?” 

Mr: CALHOUN of Massachusetts called for the. 


some days since, by. which. the Fouse had ordered | 


decision of the Chair, ` 


perd. Slade, Sloane, White, Elisha Whitdesey, Lewis | 


This tribute is paid, withoutany valuable consider- 


-guishable in principle from. the 
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yeas 145, nays 32; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Chilton Alaa, Anthony, Barton, Beale, 
Bean, Black, Bockec, Bond, Boon, Buvee, Boyd, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Bunch, Burns, John Calhoon, Cambreleng, Carr, Car- 
ter, Casey, Chapman, Chapin, Jobn F. H: Claiborne, Cleve- 


land, Coles, Connor, Craig, Cramer, Cushman, Davis Daw., 


son, Deherry, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Efner, Eyerer 
Fairfield, Farm, Fowler, Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, James Ga, 
land, Rice Garland, Ghelson, Gillet, Graham, Granaty, 
Graves, Grayson, Griffin, Haley, Joseph Vall, Hamer, Hardin, 
Harlan, Albert G. Harrison, Hawés, Hawkins, Haynes, Hen. 
dexson, Wolsey, Molt, Topiits, Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, 
Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, : Richard. M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, 
Henry Johnson, Jom W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, Kennon, 
Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing Lawler, Gideoa Lee, 
Joshua Lee, Luke Lea; Leonard, Lewis, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, 
Lyon, Job Mann, Martin, William Mason, Moses Mason, S. Ma- 
son, Maury, May, McCarty, McKay, McKeon, McKim, McLeue, 
Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Owens, Page, Patterson, 
Patton, Franklin Pierce, James A. Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, 
Phelps, Pinckney, Rencher, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, 
Richardson, Ripley, Schenck, Seymour, A. H. Shepperd, 
Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Smith, Spangler, Spracué, Standefer, 
Storer, Taliaferro, Thomas. John Thomson, Toncey, Twill, 
Underwood, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward, Washington, Web- 
ster, White and Yell—145. p y S 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Bailey, Bouldin, Briggs, William 
B. Calhoun, Crane, Cashing, Dartington, Denny, Evans, Gran- 
ger, Grennell, Hitand Hali, Hazeltine, Heister, Ingersoll, Janes, 
Laporte, Lawrence, Lay, MeKennan, Milligan, Phillips, Potts, 


` Reed, Russell, Slate, Sloane, Steele, Elisha Whitlesey, Lewis 


Wiltiams and Sherrod Williams—52. 
So the House affirmed the decision of the Chair. 
Mr. ADAMS adverted to the inconsistency of 

this decision ‘on the part of the House. A petition 

would be laid on. the table, which the Journal 
would show had never been received, (a motion to 
reject it being pending,) and, therefore, was not ia 
possession of the House. 

The CHAIR remarked that there was no diffi- 
culty on that subject. If the gentleman did-not 


again offer the petition, it would be considered as. 


in his own possession. 

Mr. ADAMS said, he should not again present 
it, and he was about to draw the attention of the 
House to another petition, when— 

The CHAIR interposed and said the memorial 
presented by the gentleman’s colleague must first 
be presented, 

Mr. CUSHING said that the memorial, which 
he had presented, complained of a very serious 
grievance, under which the foreign commerce of 
the United States has for some time labored. It 
pressed with peculiar severity on his immediate 
constituents, in consequence of which they had re- 
peatedly, both verbally and in writing, called his 
attention to the.subject. . Under the circumstances, 


he did not -feel justified in allowing this memorial” 


tọ leave his hands; without a brief explanation of 


„its object, and of the disposition he proposed to 


make of it, which explanation he would give in the 
fewest possible words. 

Fle said it was known to the House that the 
Danish islands are situated’ at the entrance of the 
Baltic Sea, by means of which Denmark com- 
mands, to a certain degree, the navigation of that 
sea, in and out, owing to the narrowness of the 
various passages, whether between the islands 
themselves, or between the islands and. the main- 
Jand of Denmark or Sweden. The Sound, which 
is the principal of . these passages; is guarded by 
the castle Kronberg at Eisineur, which, though it” 
may be passed by armed ships, as happened in the 
case of of the English attack on Copenhagen, yet 
is amply sufficient to overawe and arrest merchant 
vessels. In fact, Denmark holds the keys of the 
Baltic. 3 

Denmark has taken advantage of this fact, 
for a long period, to levy a tribute on all merchant 
vessels passing up the Baltic,Scalled the Sound dues. 


a 


ation received by the merchant. Itis not distin- 


tribute formerly 
paid-to the Barbary States. It is a gratuitous ex- 
action, of the most objectionable character; and 
ought not to be submitted to by the United States 
for- another hour, 


of her position to subject our trade to another im- 
pediment, and that is a most vexatious quarantine. 
Her conduct in this respect is, it is understood, 

iced, inadvertently by Russia,in conse- 
quence of the fears of contagion entertained by that 
Power, and byth e othér Powers whose dominions 
are washed by the Baltic, 


-yeas and nays; which were ordered, and wete— x 


Our trade with Russia is highly advantageous to 

both parties. The course of it is this, in a majority 
of instances. A ship sails from Boston, for example, 
for the island of Cuba, lays ma carg> of sugar, 
coffee, or other commodities produced in America, 
conveys them to Russia, and there purchases a re- 
turn cargo of hemp, sail-cloth, iron, &e. for the 
United States. In addition to vessels with miscel- 
laneous cargoes, there has gone up, during recent 
years, an average number of forty American mer- 
chantmen of the first class,laden with sugar, carry- 
ing 2500 boxes or 450 tons each, in all 100,000 
boxes, of which vesseis mere than four-fifths be- 
long to the State of Massachusetts. They receive 
a freight at the rate of £3 10s. for the whole cargo, 
or £4. 10s. for two thirds, and the remainder a 
half for profits; and the House could judge from 
these acts, concerning .the value of this commerce 
as well to Russia as to the United States. 

It isthe practice in the Spanish colonies to pack 
their sugar in boxes, strengthened with strips of 
raw hide.. The Danes stop the ship at Elsineur, 
compel her to put in at. Kyholen, Kamsoe, or Co- 
penhagen, and to discharge and store the whole 
cargo for purification, or to. tear off the hide from 
the sugar boxes, and substitute:clamps or hoops of 
iron. All this subjects the merchant to hazard of 
loss and damage in the discharge of his goods into 
lighters and otherwise; to the great expense of 
storing and so forth on shore; to many petty exac- 
tions; to an average ‘delay of fifty or sixty days, 
and sometimes to a delay of a whole winter by 
being frozen up in the Baltic. It has been stated 
that a ship may be then liable to an expense of not 
less than two or three thousand dollars, without 
the slightest advantage to the wealth of the Baltic 
Powers, and to the common injury. of Russia, the 
consumer of the cargo, and America, the carrier. 

Mr. C. said there was no practical difficulty in 
the way of relieving the commerce of the United 
States from these evils. Our intercourse with Den- 
mark is regulated by a treaty concluded the 26th 
of April, 1826, to bein force for ten years, and un- 
til notice from cither party. That time has ex- 
pired; and the United States now possess the fa- 
tulty of interposing, by negotiation, to exact of Den- 
mark a relaxation of all that is’ vexatious and un- 
necessary in the treatment of our ships at Elsineur. 

Mr. C. said he desired, in conclusion, to express 
his thanks to a-gentleman of New York, one of, 
the most, honorable, intelligent and estimable citi-! 
zens of that great State, General James Tallmadge, 
who had exerted himself whilst in Russia, to have 
this matter righty understood by the Emperor 
Nicholas. 

It deserved, also, the careful consideration of 
the Congress and Government of the United States; 
and to secure this object, he moved the reference 
of the memorial to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs. ; 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved the reference of the 
memorial to the Committee on Commerce, but the 
first motion prevailing, it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. ~ 

Petitions and memorials were then presented by 

Messrs. CUSHING, GRENN ELL, BRIGGS, 
PHILLIPS, LAWRENCE, HOAR, REED, 
and ADAMS, 


[Mr. Lawrence presented the memorial of John 
8. Russell, asking aid in the publication of the 
writings of George Washington. ] 

[Mr. Apsms presented twenty-two petitions of ` 
citizens of Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Con- 
necticut, and New York, praying for the abolition 
of slavery in the District of Columbia, stating sepa- 
lately the contents of each; all of which were laid 
on the table, under the order of the House, 


Mr. A. then presented the petitions of fifty-three 
ministers and members of the Lutheran Church of 
the State of New York, praying Congress to enact 
a law to secure to all the inhabitants of the District 
of Columbia the protection of the laws and rights 
under the declaration of independence. 

Mr. Apams said as this petition did not come-un= ` 
der the rule applied to the other petitions, he moved 
it be referred to the Committee for the District of - 
Columbia. 


The Curare pecided that this petition also came 


under the rule’ of the House on the subject of aboli- 
tion petitions. - j 7 

Mr. Apams appealed from the decision of the 
Chair; and after some remarks by Messrs: Hunvs- 
Man and ADAMS, . E J 

Mr. Pinckney, moved the previous question, 
which was seconded by the House, ayes 80, nays 
71. ; 

Mr. Rexp, then called for the yeas and nays, on 
ordering the main question, which were not ordered, 
and the main question was then ordered to be put 
ayes 85, nays 35. 

Mr. Paxrer,.said, it was impossible ‘for him to 
determine how to vote, unless he beard the memo- 
vial read. 

‘The memorial was accordingly read. ` 

Mr. Cores called for the yeas and nays on 
the main question, which were ordered, and were 
—yeas 170, nays 3 as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Chilton Alan, Heman Allen, Anthony, 
Barton, Beate, Beaumont, Black, Bockee, Bond, Boon, Bovee, 
Boyd, Brown, Buchanan, Bunch, Barns, Bynum, John Calhoun, 
Vambreleng, Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey, George Chambers, 
John Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, Chetwood,- N. 
H. Claiborne, John F. H. Claiborne, Ciark, Cleveland, Coles, 
Conner, Corwin, Craig, Cramer, Crane, Cushman, Dawson, 
Deberry, Doubleday, Dromgnole, Dunlap, Emer, Elmore, 
Everett, Farlin, Forester, Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, Rice Garland, 
Gholson, Graham, Granger, Grantiaid,Graves, Grayson, Grif- 
fin, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hannegan, Hardin, Harian, Samuel 
S. Harrison, Albert G. Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Vazeltine, Henderson, Heister, Hoar, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, 
Howard, Howell, Hubley, Wfuntington, Huntsman, Ingersoll, 
Ingham, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, Kennon, Klingen- 
smith, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Lawler, Lawrence, Gideon Lee, 
Joshua Lee, Luke Lea, Leonard, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Fyon; 
Abijah MannJob Mann, Wm, Mason, Moses Mason, Sampeor 
Mason, Maury, May, McCarty, McKay, McKennan, McKim, 
McLene, Mercer, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Muhlenberg, 
Owens, Page, Parks, Patterson, Patton. Franklin Pierce, Dutee 
J, Pearce, James A. Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, Phelps, Phil- 
lips, Pickens, Pinckney, John Reynotds, Joseph Reynolds, 
Richardson, Robertson, Schenck, Seymour, Augustine H. 
Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Smith, Sprazue, Standefer, 
Steele, Storer, ‘Taylor, Thomas, John Thomsen, Waddy 
Thompson, -Toucey, Turvill, Underwood, Vanderpeci, Wa- 
gener, Ward, Wardwell, Webster, White, Elisha. Whittlesey, 
Thomas T. Whittlesey, Sherrod Williams, Yell, and Young— 


NAYS—Messis. Adams, Parker, and Potts—3. 


So the decision of the Cuam was affirmed, and 
the memorial was laid on the table. 

Mr. Apbams, presented eleven other petitions 
from citizens of Michigan, Ohio, and Pennsylva- 
nia, praying for the abolition of slavery.] 

[The petitions presented by Mr. ADAMS, and 
the questions arising out of them, occupied the time 
of the House ti]l'3 o’clock.] 

Petitions aid memorials were then presented by 

Messrs. JARVIS, PARKS, HALL, SMITH, 
and FAIRFIELD, of Maine. 

Messrs. PIERCE and CUSHMAN of New 
Hampshire. 

[Mr. Pierce presented the petition of fourteen 
ladies of Franconia, New Hampshire, praying that 
their names to a petition presented last session for 
the abolition of slavery inthe District of Columbia, 
might be erased therefrom, they having signed the 
same under a misrepresentation; which, under the 

_ order, was laid on the table.] 

Mr. PEARCE of Rhode Island, 

Messrs. INGHAM and PHELPS of Connecti- 
cut. 

Messrs. HALL, EVERETT, SLADE, and 
ALLEN, of Vermont. . 

Messrs. MOORE, BROWN, CAMBELENG, 
McKEON, HAZELTINE, RUSSEL, YOUNG, 
LOVE, GRANGER, and VANDERPOEL, of 
New York. i 

Messrs. PARKER and SCHENCK of New 
Jersey. : 


ta 
Sy 


jessrs. McKENNAN, HARRISON, FRY, 
MANN, BEAUMONT, GALBRAITH, CHAM- 
BERS, MORRIS, HEISTER, PIERSON, DAR- 
LINGTON, POTTS, and DENNY of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

(Mr. McKennan presented two memorials, one 
signed by seventy-three and the other by two hun- 
dred and fifty-three inhabitants of Washington 
county; Pennsylvania, asking for the abolition of 
slavery and the slave trade in the District of Co- 
lumbia; which, under the order of the House, were 
laid on the table.] es 

{On motion of Mr. Harrison of Pennsylvannia, 
the papers and documents of Isaac Hibb were re- 
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ferred. to the. Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions. | 

{On motion of Mr. Mann, of Pennsylvania, the 
papers.on the files of the House in the case of the 
application of Mrs. Margaret Kingsbury, of Red 
fordcounty, Pennsylvania, widow of Oliver Kings- 
bury, a soldier of the late war, killed in the battle 
of Bridgewater, for a patent to be granted her for 
such quantity of land as the said Oliver was enti- 
tiled to under his enlistment, were referred to the 


- Committee on Private Land Clairas. 


Mr. Mann of Pennsylvania presented the peti- 
tion of Leonard Corl, of Bedford county, Pennsyl- 
vania, a soldier of the revolutionary war, praying 
for arrears of pension; which, on his motion,was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions. Also, the petition of John Shull, of Bedford 


‘county, Pennsylvania, a soldier of the revolution- 


ary war, praying for a pension; which, on his mo- 
tion, was referred to the same committee. < Also, 
the petition of William P. Bowhay, of Bedford 
county, Pennsylvania, praying remuneration for 
French spoliations in the year 1860; which, on his 
mction, was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

Mr. Maxx stated that he had received additional 
evidence in William Keller’scase, before the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, which he desired to 
have referred to said committee, and was referred 
accordingly.] 

[Mr. Bracmonr presented’ the proceedings of 
an anti-abolition meeting in Luzerne county, 
Pennsylvania, accompanied by a series of resola- 
tions adopted at the same, among which were the 
following: ; 

Resolved, That we consider the desperate cause 
of abolitionism as originating tn a more dangerous 
source than is yet brought to light; that we believe 
the design to have been set on foot by the enemies 
of popular Governments, and regard it as the en- 
gine by which they hope either to subvert the liber- 
ties of this happy country, or spread anarchy, con- 
fusion, and division among a hitherto united pec- 
plr; to fling the firebrands of discord where all is 
now unity and peace. Regarding it as we do in 
this light, we consider it the duty of all peaceable 
citizens to discountenance the agitators of this sub- 
ject, and visit them with summary marks of disap- 
probation. 

Resolved, That as citizens of the State of Penn. 
sylvania, we assure the slaveholding States that 
our warmest feelings and sympathies are enlisted 
in their behaif, and that our every exertion will be 
used to counteract the unholy crusade set on foot 
by wicked and dangerous men called abolitionists, 
against their rights, liberties, and interests. 

Resolved, That we have viewed with the deepest 
regret attempts cn the part of certain individuals of 
this place to agitate this most delicate, dangerous, 
and exciting subject, in defiance of the known and 
often expressed feelings of this community—in de- 
fiance of the pladged faith of a whole people, not 
to interfere or meddle with the domestic laws, cus- 
toms, and institutions of the slaveholding States— 
and in defiance of the duties which all good and 
orderly citizens owe to society, todo away all 
causes ef disturbance and excitement, instead of 
increasing them. 

Resolved, That we regard such men as bad citi- 
zens, entirely unworthy the prétecting and foster- 
ing care of society, of Government, and the laws. 

Resolved, That while we deeply deplore the ex- 
istence of slavery, we regard it as a domestic insti- 
tution, entirely beyond the reach, control, or infu- 
ence, in any manner, of the non-slaveholding 
Stales. alee 

Resolved, That we believe the agent of the Utica 
Convention, now in this place, to be a man of 
desperate character and principles, a renegade to 
all moral and civil virtues, and the vile mercenary 
of desperate, bigoted, and wicked men. 

_ Resolved, That we consider it the duty of the 
present Legislature of Pennsylvania to express, in 
strong and decided terms, their disapprobation of 
the conduct of the propagators and agitators of the 
subject of abolition, and recommend them to dis- 
continue their incendiary attempts to. disseminate 
‘a dcetrine so dangerous and unwholesome to the 


: safety and welfare of this Union. 


with the institutions of slavery.] 


_ vided for in the sacred chatter of compact 


Resolved, That cur repfesentutive in ‘Congress i3 
hereb} instructed to oppose’all attempts to abolish: 
slavery in the Distfict of Columbia, and every 
endeavor, in any manner, to interfere or meddle: 
Messrs. M’KIM, HOWARD and PEARCE: of 
Maryland. f PEPEE 

Messtis. CRAIG, CLAIBORNE; COLES, MOR- 
GAN, MERCER, and” M’COMAS of Virginia. 

Messrs. RENCHER, SHEPARD and HAW- 
KINS, of North Carolina. ‘ 

Mr. PINCKNEY of South Carolina. . 

(Mr. Pixcenzy presented the petitionof Mrs. 
S. Hayne Pinckney, sole heir “and. representative 
of Captain Richard Shubrick, praying- for thesal- 
lowance of the seven years half pay, to. which she 
is entitled, under the resolution of Congress, passed 
24th of August, 1789: referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the memorial of the executors and eredi- 
tors of the late James Roddy, praying to be released 
from the payment of a bond of Samuel Champlin 
to the United States, upon which the said Roddy- 
was security: referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. ` i - 

Also, the petition of the heirs of the late Jolfa 
Paul Jones, praying to be allowed their’ respective 
proportions of the value of certain prizes captured by 
the said John Paul Jones during the. revolutionary 
war: referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. f N 

Also, the petition of Richard Wall: referred to 
the same committee.) , i 

Messrs. OWENS and DAWSON of Georgia. 

[Mr. Dawson presented a paper in the nature of 
a memorial, (from G. B. Lamar, Esq. of Georgia,) 
asking the modification of the existing tariff so as 
to allow the importation of the plates and other. 
parts of iron steamboats, andcanal and river barges, 
free of duty; which was, on motion of Mr. D. re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also a petition in favor of Col. Thomas Beall of 


Georgia, asking compensation for -a horse lost, in `; 


the service of the United States, in the late cam- 
paign against the Creek Indians; which, on motion, >. 
was referred to the Committee of Claims. | T 

Also a communication from Reuben Thoreton, 
in behalf of himself, and the heirs of John’Winston, 
a captain in the 14th regiment of the Virginia con- 
tinental line, claiming a commutation of five years’ 
full pay, for the services of the said Captain Win- 
ston: Which was referred to the 
Revolutionary Claims.] 

(Mr. Owens presented the fllowing proceedings 
and joint resolutions of the Legislature of Geor- | 
gia: 

Executive Duparrment, Geo. 2 
Milledgeville, Yih Jan, 1837. $ 

Sir: Anuexed I transmit you a copy af the re 
port and resolutions of the Committee on the. state 
of the Republic of the State of Georgia, on the 
subject of the surplus revenue of the United States. 
which you will please lay before the Congress of 
the United States. f 

Ihave the konor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant: 
. WILLIAM SCHLEY. 

Mr. HUDSON, from the Committee on the state 
of thé Republic, to whom was referred so much of 
a communication of his Excellency the Governor, 
which relates to the act of Congress approved. the 
23d day of Jane last, on the subject of a portion, of 
the revenue of the Federal Government proposed 
to be deposited with the States, report: 

That the subject referred te the consideration. of... 
your committee is ene of embarrassment and.com~ ; 
plication lt isone that those who best understand ` 
the theory and practical operation of the Federal. 
Government, (it seems to your committee.) could. 
not have anticipated, nor its direct influence 


Porr 
5 


so happily unites these States together in a 
Government, for certain specific purposes, 

By. the act of Congress », & ceriain por 
tien of the public re vente i to the several’ 
Siates; by the Mederal Gove of the Union, , 
for their reception, af four specified times, during” | 


. the year of one thousand eight hundred and thirty- Í 


Committee on.) 


4 


120. 


seven, on deposite; and the times at which, said de- 
posites are offered to be made with the States by 


the General Government, are Clearly specified by. i 


the said act of Congress, as before referred to. By 
referring to the first paragraph of the eighth sec- 
tion of the ‘first article of the Constitution of the 
United States, it is declared that “Congress shall 
have power to’lay: and collect taxes, duties, im- 

. posts, and excises, to pay. the debts and provide for: 
the-common defence and general welfare of the 
United States; but no grant of power is given by 
which Congress has the delegated rights to lay and 
collect, more revenue than the legitimate wants of 
the Federal Government may require for the spe~ 
cified purposes of its. execution. 

Your committee, however, feel it to be their duty 
to state to the General Assembly, that if it could be 
ascertained, that the other States of this Union 
would not receive the proportion of the said reve- 


nue allotted to them, by the act of Congress, as’ 


aforesaid, that they would, without hesitation, re- 
commend to the Legislature not to, receive the pro- 
portion which may be allctted to Georgia. But as 
such precise information cannot be had during the 
session of the Legislature in time to be acted on, 
and itis now known that some of the States will 
receive their respective proportions of the said sur- 
plus révenue on the terms offered, and cthers may 
also receive their proportions, and if this State 
should refuse to receive her proportion, the public 
O benefits and burthens, now operating most wiequal- 
| ly, would be increased to a very considerable ex- 
; lent, your committee have, therefore, reported a 
bill to the legislature to receive the proportion of 
the said surplus revenue which may be allotted to 
Georgia under the said act of Congress. ” 

t. But your committee, in the name and for the 
o people of Georgia, do MOST SOLEMNLY PRO- 
TEST against the exercise of the assumed power of 
|} the General Government, by which the surplus 
` revenue proposed to be deposited with the States 
| was raised, and the rights of Congress to distribute 
the surplus of its Treasury to the several sovereign 
States of this Confederacy, invoived in the distribu- 
tion thereof; and they do most unequivocally appeal 
to those in the exercise of the powers of the Federal 
Government, So to reduce the receipts. that the 
revenue hereafter raised may be only so much as 
will be necessary for the legitimate wants of the 
+. Government; and they do, in the name of the good 
© people of Georgia, appeal-to the States of this 
. Union, to protest against the exercise of powers by 
the Federal Government calculated to produce dis- 
$ conient and dissatistaction with the States who are 
f parties to the compact of ‘this Union. Your com- 
į mittee, therefore, recommend the adoption of the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That his Excellency the Governor be, 
anche is hereby, requested to transmit a copy of this 
protest to the Governors of each of the States, with 
a request that ‘the same. may be laid before the 
Legislature thereof, and a copy to the President of 
the United States, and also a copy to cach of our 
Senators and Representatives in the Congress of the 
United States, with à request that the name may 
be laid before both Houses respectively. 

Tn Senare, unanimously agreed to, December 1st 
1636... 


ROBERT M. ECHOLS, 
E SE President of the Senate. 
Attest: Jonn Ts Lamirn, o 
Secretazy of the Senate. ` 
In the House of Representatives: concurred in, 
@4th December 1836, -> > Eze 
a - JOSEPH DAY, 
Speaker of the House of Represéntatives. 
Attest: Josep Srurces, Clerk. : ; 
Approved, 28th December 1836: - £ 
: . WILLIAM SCHLEY, Gerernor.}. 
Messrs. R. M. JOHNSON, UNDERWOOD, 
GRAVES, and HARLAN, of Kentucky. 
Messrs: The SPEAKER, FORESTER, CAVE 
JOHNSON, and STANDEFER, of Tennessee. 
Messrs. WHITTLESEY, STORER, POND, 
McLENE, HOWELL, KILGORE, and COR- 
WIN, of Ohio. 7. : 
(Mr. -‘Srorer presented the petition of citizens of 
Hamilton county, Ohio, praying that Congress 
‘would mae an appropriation to construct a canal et 


aes 
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the falls of the Ohio, on the Indiana side of that 
river: referred to the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals.: ; : 

ose LANE and McCARTY of Indi na. 

Messrs. CASEY, REYNOLDS, and MAY of 
Ilinois. , 

[Mr. Casey presented the. petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Marion and Wayne county, praying the 
right of pre-emption to alternate sections of the 
public lands, to aid in the construction of the 
Mount Carmel and Alton Railroad. - Also, the pe- 
tition of James Ochiltree, praying the right to pur- 
chase at the Government price of $1 25 per acre, 
a certain tract of land, upon which he has an im- 
provement. Mr.C. also presented resolutions, of 
the Legislature of Illinois, in relation to the relin- 
quishment of sections 16, when they are found to 
be unproductive, and the selecting other sections in 
lieu thereof; which, on his motion, were all refer- 
red to the Committee on the Public Lands.] 

_ [Mr. Revxoups presented the following memo- 
rials and documents, to wit: 

The memorial of the General Assembly of the 
State of Ilinois presents the facts that there is con- 
siderable travel in the State of Tilincis from the 
mouth of the Ohio north, towards Vandalia, Alton, 
and other places; and that there are as yet no mail 
routes direct from the mouth of Ohio by Jonesboro, 
Brownsville, Pinckneyville and Nashville to Bell- 
ville. ‘The memorial prays an act of Congress to 
establish mail routes on the above line, and have 
siages placed on it: referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The memorial of the General Assembly of the 
same State, praying the alternate sections of land 
on cach side of the Kaskaskia river, in the 
State of Tlinois, in the lowland or bottom of 
said river, to be given to the State for the im- 
provement of the navigation of said river. Said 
improvement is prayed to be made from Shelby- 
ville, to the mouth of said river. And all the peti- 
tions and papers praying an improvement of the 
road from Golconda on the Ohio river, by Vienna 
and Jonesboro, to the Mississippi river. It is repre- 
sented in these papers, that much use is made of the 
above named road, that the country through which 
the road passes, is thickly settled, that the people 
are not able to keep the road in good repair, and 
that a great travel is onthe road from Kentucky, by 
John Bury’s ferry, on the Ohio river, to the Arkan- 
sas. The papers are on file, and referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals.] 

(Mr. May presented petitions from a number of 
citizens of Ogle county, Illinois, praying for the 
establishment of a post route from Dixon’s Ferry, 
Illinois, via Oregon city to Midway. 

Also, petitions from sundry inhabitants of the 
counties of Peoria and Putnam, praying for the 
establishment of a mail route from Peoria, Ilinois, 


| by Rome, Chillicothe and Windsor, to Princeton. 


Also, a memorial from the Legislature of Mli- 
nois, asking a donation of land on each side of the 
IHinois river, for reasons therein set forth. 

Also, a petition for a mail route from Henne- 
pin, Illinois, to Rock Island. 

Also, a petition for a post route from Peru, Hli- 
nois, to Knoxville. 

Also, a petition for à post route from Blooming- 
ington to Peoria, Illinois. f 

Also, a petition for a post route from Blooming- 
ton to Windsor. 

Also, the petition of L. Kemball and R. P. 
Woodworth, praying the confirmation of a sale of 
a certain tract of land purchased by them under the 
pre-emption law of 1834. . 

Also, a memorial of the Legislature of Hlinois, 
praving a repeal of the law exempting lands from 
taxation for the period of five years after they shall 
have been sold by the Government. i 

Also, a petition for the establishment of ‘a post 
route from Chicago by the -seats of justice in Kane 
and Ogle counties to Galena. 

Also, a petition from the Trustees of the town 


of Chicago, praying that fractional section 10, 


township 39,°N. range 14, E. be granted to the 
corporate authorities of said. town for the purpose 
of improving the same, and for widening the Chi- 
cago river p oo > d 

Messrs. CHAPMAN, LAWLER, LYON, and 
MARTIN, of Alabama. - 


———— Eer a 
[Mr. Crapman presented the petition of certain 
citizens of Benton county, Alabama, and the pro- 
ceedings of a meeting held at Jacksonville, in said 
county, asking the removal of the land office from 
Mardisville, in Talladega county, to Jacksonville, 
in Benton county, in that State; and, also, that the 
country lately acquired from the Cherokee tribe of 
Indians, may be added to the Coosa land district: 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. C. presented a communication from Y. ©. 
Woodward, postmaster at Blountsville, praying to 
have established a post route from that placeto Ben- 
netsville, in Alabama. 

Mr. C. presented also the memorial of the Le- 
gislature of Alabama, asking the right of pre-emp- 
tion to the settlers on the public lands, compensa- 
tion to those settlers who were deprived of their 
improvements by the Iccation of Indian reserva- 
tions, and other floating claims; alse, to graduate 
and reduce the price of the unsold Government 
lands: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. ©. also presented the memorial of. the 
General Assembly of Alabama, asking Congress 
to increase the pay of citizen soldiers and volan- 
teers, so as to enable them to pay actual expenses _ 
incurred while in actual service, and compensate 
them for loss of time: referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs.] ; 

Messrs. ASHLEY and HARRISON of Mis- 
souri. 

[Mr. Asuiey presented the petition of Telford 
Taylor. Also, the petition of. sundry citizens. of 
Lincoin county. Also, the memorial of the Legis- 
lature of Missouri, asking the annexation of the 
slip of land granted to the halfbreed Sac and Fox 
Indians, to the State of Missouri.) . 

{Mr. Harrison presented the petitition of Pierre 
Trubean, praying ihe confirmation of a certain 
tract of land. Also, of Mr. Alley, praying for the 
right of pre-emption. Also, of Charles McPher- 
son, forthe same. Also, of Peter Bergen, praying 
that he may be allowed to change a worthless tract 
of military bounty land for one thatis valuable. 
Also, of John Horton and others, praying Congress 
to pass a law to protect them in certain entries of 
public land which they have made. Also,of Da- 
vid Harvey, praying the fee-simple title in a cer- 
tain section of land reserved for the half-breeds. 

Mr. WHITE of Florida. : 

Mr. JONES of Wisconsin. ; 

[Mr. Jones of Wisconsin, presented a petition of 
the citizens of the city of Albany, New York, pray- 
ing for the constrnction of a ‘harbor at the mouth 
of Root river, in Racine county, Wisconsin Terri- 
tory. Also, a petition of the citizens of Durango, 
in Dubuque county, Wisconsin Territory, who 
pray for the passage of a law to secure them titles 
to their town lots. Also, a memorial from the Le- 
gislative Assembiy of Wisconsin Territory, pray- 
ing for an appropriation for the survey of a route 
for a canal from the mouth of Sheboyogon river, 
to the head of lake Winnebago. - Also, a memc- 
rial from the same source, praying for appropria- 
tions for light-houses, harbors, surveys, &c. in Wis- 
consin Territory Also, the petition of the adminis- 
trators of Henry Gratiot, deceased, who pray for 
remuneraticn from the United States, for services 
rendered and property lost in the Sac war of 1832, 
in Illinois and the present Territory of Wisconsin.] 

-On motion of Mr. HAWKINS, 

Resolved, that the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of issuing a duplicate military land warrant, here- 
tofore issued to Crawford Jonnson, a soldier of the 
revolution, which has been lost. 

_. The following messages in writing were received 
from the President of the United States, by the 
hands of his private secretary,Andrew Jackson, jr. 
Esq. 

To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

I herewith transmit a copy of the annual repart 


of the directors of the Mint, at Philadelphia, show- 


ing the operations of that institution during the past 
year; and also the progress made towards comple- 
tion of the branch Mints in’ North Carolina, Geor- 
gia and Louisiana. ANDREW JACKSON. 
Jan. 19th, 1837. -> mae Ea A iy 
From one`of the statements. accompanying the 
report of the Director of the Mint, it appears that 


the coinage at the Mint in the year 1836 has been 
* 553,147 half eagles, amounting to - $2,765,735 


_ 547,986 quarter eagles ~- - 1,369,965 . 
Ingold - =- 4,135,700 
1,000 dollars . - - $1,000 
6,546,290 half dollars 3,273,100 
-472,000 quarter dollars 118,000 
1,190,000 dimes - - 119,000. 
1,900,600 half dimes _ - 95,000 
` Insiliver - - 3,606,100 
2,111,000 cents - - 21,110 
398,000 half cents - 1,990 
In copper ~ - 23,100 | 


Whole amount coined in 1836 - $7,764,900 
This message having been read was, on motion 

of Mr. CAMRRELENG, ordered to lic on the ta- 

ble, and be printed. : : 

To the Senate aad House of Representatives: 
In compliance with an act of Congress of the 23 


of March, 1829, I herewith transmit to Congress | 


the report of the Board of Inspectors of the Pen 
tentiary of Washington, and beg leave to draw 


their attention to the fact presented with the report, | 


That the Inspectors have received no compensa- 


tion for their services for two years, viz: 1829 and | 


1830,” and request that an appropriation be made 
for the same. ANDREW JACKSON. 

Wasnineron, Jan. 29, 1837. 

The message having been read, was, on motion 
of Mr. LANE, referred to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

_ Mr. CUSHMAN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill for the relief of the owners 
of the schooner Three Brothers: read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Morgan, 
two Kennedys and Lewis: read twice and com- 
mitted. ` 
: Mr. STORER, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill fer the relief of 
Eli Eastman: read twice and committed. 

Mr. STORER, from the same committee, report- 
ed a bill for the relief of Sarah Pemberton, widow 
of John Pemberton: read twice and committed. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee on 
Claims, and Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions, made sundry unfavor~ 
able reports from their respective standing com- 
miittees. . 

On motion of Mr. VANDERFOEL, 

The House adjourned, at half past-4 o’clock.’ 


Horse of REPRESENTATIVES, Jan. 24. 
Messrs. Evrrors: In your Globe of this morn- 
ing, my name is omitted in the list of yeas and 
nays on the appeal of Mr. Adams from the deci- 
sion of the Speaker, on the question of referring a 
petition under the rule recently adopted by the 
House in relation to abolition petitions. : 
I voted in the affirmative on that question. 
Respectfully, &c. 
: - JNO. W. DAVIS. 
[The same omission is also found in the J ournal 
of the House.] 


IN SENATE, 
Turespar, January 24, 1837. 

The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the War Department, transmitting a report from 
the Chief Engineer, and a report from the Topogra- 
phical Bureau, in compliance with the resolution of 
the 14th July last. ; 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of sùn- 
dry citizens of Erie county, Pennsylvania, praying 
fer an appropriation for constructing a harbor at 
the mouth of Walnut creek, which empties into 
Lake Erie; referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. ; 

Mr. DANA presented the petition of Lucy 
Brooks and others; which was read, and referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented. the petition of Wil- 
liam Morrison and Enoch Rowley; which was re- 


$ ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 


x 
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On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims was discharged from the 
further cousideration of the petitions of Martin 
Thomas, the heirs of the late Major Thomas Swann, 
and of Jacob Schenck. : 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
William Christy; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, to which had been referred the pe- 
tition of the heirs and Jegal representatives of Cap- 
tain Peter Craig, dec’d, reported a bill for their relief; 
which was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill to give 
greater security to correspondence between the 
United States and foreign nations; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, to which had been referred the pe- 
tition of John Polhemus, reported a bill for his re- 
lief} which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. PRESTON gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief 
‘of Elihu Hal! Bay and others. 

The resolutions lying on the table were severally 
considered, and agreed to. 

The bill for the relief of Andrew Knox, and the 
bill for the relief of Daniel Steinrod, were seve- 
rally read the third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the bill to extend 


jurisdistion of the district courts of the United 


Mr. NICHOLAS presented the petiticu of — 


States for the District of Arkansas, was taken up į 


and considered as in Committee of the Whole, and 
ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. PRESTON offered the following resolution, 
which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be insiructed to inquire into the construction put up- 
on the act of 30th of June, 1834, regulating the pay 
of the marine corps by the Fourth Auditor, and into 
the propriety of any further legislation thereon. 

PUBLIC LANDS. 

The Senate then fook up the bill to prohibit the 
sales of the public lands, except to actual settlers, 
and in limited quantities. 

The question pending was on Mr. TIPTON’S 
amendment, offered yesterday to the first section of 
the bill, “ that all lands that have been in the mar- 
ket ten years, and remain unsold, shall be sold for 
seventy-five cents an acre; and all that have five 
years, shail be disposed of at one dollar; provided 
that not more than one hundred and sixty acres be 
sold to one purchaser. 

Mr. EWING concluded his remarks. He said 
that the provisions of the bill did not obviate the ob- 
jections of gentlemen to it, who were desirous that 
one should pass to limit the sales of the public lands 
to actual settlers. He contended that the effect of 
the p:ovision in regard to granting patents, would be 
to increase the actual amount of profits made by 
speculating in the peblic lands. Had Congress any 
right to say that persons holding property shall not 
be liable to a State law where the property is, hut to 
a law of Congress? He had no doubt as to how the 
Supreme Court of the United States would decide, if 
the question should come before it. The provision, 
then, was wholly ineffectual. 

He next adverted to the pre-emption clause, and 
complained that it did not define clearly what was 
“occupancy,” and argued that, should it be adopted, 
violence and bloodshed would inevitably be the 
consequence. He produced a paper containing the 
rules and regulations of-a socicty of purchasers of 
public lands residing in the West, in regard to what 
they deem their rights; and he averred, that at the 
auction sales a person or persons were deputed to 
attend, and they exercised an undue influence, and 
were prepared and armed to obtain what they 
wished. In conclusion, he remarked, that he ob- 
jected to the bill in all its details, as not being cal- 
culated to effect what gentlemen desired. 
© Mr. CLAY could see no earthly motive in still 


further reducing the price of the public lands, as if | 


they were hot already low enough. He adverted 


to the fact of the new Sta 


‘tionably a 


les. having inerea 
population beyond all calculation, and said the ars 
gument of gentlemen could not be that the Western 
States were not settling fast enough... 0 

Mr. DANA was glad to see that, with some few 
exceptions, a disposition was evinced -by Senators 
to legisiate so as to diminish the revenue ‘of the Go- 
vernment. He thought it-was the duty of Con- 
gress to pass some law which would have the ef- 
fect of putting a stop to the speculations now going 
on in respect to the purchase of public lands. Now, 
he knew not whether the present bill would do this 
to the fullest extent. If, however, it was found to 
answer the purposes intended by it, then ungues- 
great good would have been accom- 
plished. He argued that it was the duty -of Con- 
gress to do every thing in their power to encourage 
emigration to the West, and to induce men pur- 
chasing lands there to become actual settlers.: 

Mr. TIPTON replied to the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, and also to the Senator from Ohio, (Mr. 
Ewing.) He said that, although he had lived at 
the West for thirty years, he had never heard of 
speculations being carried on to any thing like the ex. 
tent whith the gentleman from Ohio had stated; 
and he contended that there was nothing to justify 
the assertion made by the Senator, that persons con- 
nected with the land companies, who attended the 
auction sales, would either shoot or knock down 
those who might come in competition with them. 
He strenuously urged the adoption of his amend- 
ment, as being what the people of the West had long 
desired to become a law.. ` 

After a few words from Mr. CLAY, in reply, 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Dana, Ewing of 
Illinois, Fulton, Hendricks, King of Alabama, 
Linn, Moore, Morris, Nicholas, Rives, Robinson, 
Sevier, Strange, Tipton, Walker, and White-—18, 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Erown, Calhoun, Clay, 
Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Hub- 
pard, Kent, King of Georgia, Knight, Niles; Page, 
Prentiss, Robbins, Ruggles, Swift, and Tallmadge- 

19. . 

So the amendment was lost, 

Mr. BENTON then offered the following amend- 
ment: 

That it shall and may belawful for any head.of 
a family, young man over the age of eighteen, 
years, or widow, not having received a donation of 
land from the United States, and wishing to be- 
come an actual setiler on any parcel of public land 
which shail have remained five years unsold after hav- 
ing been cffered at one dollar and twenty-five. cents 
per acre, and not exceeding in quantity the amount 
of one quarter section, to demand and receive, from 
the proper register and receiver, a written permis 
sion to settle on the same, upon payment, to te 
made to the proper receiver, of the sum of seventy- 
five cents per acre; and if such person, so applying 
for and receiving such permission, shall forthwita 
settle on the said land, and he or she, or his or her 
heirs or legal representatives, shall cultivate the same 
for five successive years, and shall bea citizen or citi». 
zens of the United States at the end of that time, 
then, on proper proof being made before the regis- 
ter and receiver, of such settlement, cultivation, 
and cilizenship, a patent shall issue for the said 
land to the person who received such permission, 
or his or her heirs or legal representatives. And 
the faith of the United States is hereby pledged to 
all persons who may settle on the public lands, ac- 
cording to the provisions of this section, that no 
dispensation shal], at any time, be granted to any 
individual from complying with the substantial 
conditions herein prescribed. And, if due proof of 
settlement, cultivation, and. citizenship, as herein 
required, be not made within one year next after 
the expiration of said five years, the said land shalt 
again be subject to entry at private sale, as land 
belonging to the United States. And if two or 
more or more persons, entitled under this act to the 
privileges of actual settlers, shall apply for the 
same parcel of land,then the register and receiver 
shall immediately decide the right of preference 
between them, according to priority of settlement 
and other equitable circumstances, and where these 
are equal by lot. 


ahd nays, as follows: 3 ; 
“YEAS—Messrs: Benton, Black, Dana, Ewing of 


Illinois, Fulton, Hendricks, King of Alabama,” 


«Linn, Moore, Morris, Nicholas, Rives, Robinson, 
Sevier; Strange, Tipton, Walker, and White—18. - 
NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Calhoun, Clay, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Hub- 


bard, Kent, King of Georgia, Knight, Niles, Page, 
Prentiss, Robbins, Ruggies, Swift, Tallmadge, and 


Wright20. 

“So the amendment was lost. ` 

“Mr. MORRIS moved to strike out the fourth sec- 
tion of the bill, by way of testing the opinion of the 
Sonate, whether or not they wished to preserve the 

“pie-emptive feature. ; 

After some debate, in which Messrs. MOR- 
RIS, CLAY, LINN, SEVIER, BENTON, and 
WALKER, participated, 

“On motion of Mr. MORRIS, 

The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Torspay, January 24, 1837. 

The resolution reported by Mr. HUNTSMAN, 
froin the Committee on Private Land Claims, on 
the 19th instant, to continue the appointment of the 
translator of the French and Spanish languages, 

- coming up as the first business in order, after some 
remaiks from Messrs. HUNTSMAN, E. WHIT- 
TLESEY, CITAMBERS,'of Penn. and D. J- 
PEARCE— y 

Mr. WHITTLESEY moved to refer the reso- 
lution back to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, with instructions for them to ascertain the 
amount of labor performed by him, and to report 
the reasons for the re-appointment. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. 
CARR, CAVE JOHNSON and E. WHITTLE- 
SEY, the latier gentleman withdrew his motion, 
and the resolution was non-concwred in by the 
House without a division. 

‘Mr. W. B. SHEPARD, from the Committee 
for the District of Columbia, reported a bill to in- 
corporate the Washington Manual Labor School 
and Male Orphan Asylum: read twice and com- 
mitted. 

BANKS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. W. B. SHEPARD, from the same com- 
mittee, also reported a bill to incorporate the sub- 
scribers to Bank of the District of Columbia, and 
to-renew the charters ofthe existing banks therein; 
which; having beewread. twice, Mr. S. moved that 
its further consideration be postponed till Wednes- 
day week.” - f 

Mr. MAN: 


N of New York moved to eommit it 
to a Committee of the Whole House. <A ‘bill to 


charter banks, he said, should be. committed if any , 


bill required commitment. 

-Mr SHEPARD replied, that he saw no reason 
for committing this bill, as it contained no appro- 
priation. — oe i 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the bill would be 
committed, for it was one of great magnitude, and 
would lead to alengthy debate whenever it came. 
up for getien. 

Mr. SHEPARD could ses no necessity for com- 
mitting the bill, nor did he believe it could lead to 

” a protracted debate. He expressed his apprehen- 
sion-that if it was committed it would not be 
reached. : 

Mr. MANN of ‘New. York explained, that he 
made fhe motion becausé the bill was one that, 
from its nature; required. commitment, but he was 
himself not’ then aware how he-should vote on it, 


. being ignorant of its provisions. It ought, howev- 


er, to go where it could be-debated. 

Mr. SHEPARD, withdrew ‘his proposition, and 
the bill was committed to a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. i 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union owas dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the “bill 
respecting “discriminating duties upon Dutch and 


Beleian vessels and their cargoes, and to refenda l 
oO 2 > 


parton thé Belgian vessel Antonius,” and the same, 
on Mr. Hs motion, was recommitted to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 


` Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of | 


122° © -> CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


"The question was taken on its adoption by yeas” 


Ways and Means, reported a bil for the relief‘of 

Robert Dickey of New York: read twice and com- 

mitted. f i 
NATIONAL BANK. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG, under instructions from . 


the Committee of Ways and Means, moved that 
that committee be discharged from. the further con- 
sideration of the memorial of the Board of Trade 
of the city of New York, praying Congress to in- 
corporate a national bank, and that the memorial 
do lie on the table; which was agreed to, nem diss. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pénsions, reported a bill fer the relief of 
Isaac Pilton: read twice and committed. 


Mr. LANE from the Committee for the District of 


Columbia, reported the following resolution: 

- Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to pay out 
of the contingent fund of the House, the amount 
due to the person employed under the resolution of 
the 3d- of June last, for his services, and the ex- 
penses incurred by him in preparing a statement of 
imprisonment for debt, in the District of Columbia, 
in compliance with said resolution; or so much as 
shall be deemed reasonable by the Committee of 
Accounts. j ; 

The resolution was read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of Accounts. i 

Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported a bill granting an increase of pension 
to Emson Hamilton; read twice: and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. JARVIS, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill authorizing the Secretary of the Na- 
vy to place the name of Dr. Jobn P. Briggs on the 
Navy Pension Fund: read twice, and ordered to be 
engressed for a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. BOND, from the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief. of John 
McClelland: read twice and committed. 

Mr. WARDWELL, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Isaac Austin: 
read twice and committed. 

Mr. LEA; from the same committee, reported a 
bill for the relief of Elijah Barton: read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. PATTERSON, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of Mary Stroufe: read twice and committed. 

Mr. MILLIGAN, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported, without amenndment, the bill 
from the Senate for the relief of Irvine Shubrick; 
which was committed. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, reported, without amendiment, the bill 
from the Senate authorizing the relinguishment of 
the sixteenth sections, and the selection of other 
lands in- lieu thereof; which was committed to 
a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. HARRISON of Pennsylvania, from the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill 
granting à pension to John Casey: read twice and 
committed. ` 

Mr. KLINGENSMITH, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the 
relief of Joseph Veazie, of the State of Maine: 
read twice and committed. g 

Mr. KLINGENSMITH, from: the same com- 
mittee, also reported a bill fer the relief of William 
Jenkinson, of the State of Pennsylvania: read twice 
and committed. : : 

Mr. PATTON, from the Joint Committee on the 
Library, reported the following joint resolation, 
which was read twice and committed. 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives 
ef the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, That the Joint Committee on the Library be, 


` and they are hereby, authorized and empowered to 


contract for and purchase,. at the sum of thirty 
thousand dollars, the manuscripts of the late Mr. 
Madison, referred to in a letter from Mrs. Madison 
to- the- President: of the United States, dated 15th 
November, 1836, and communicated in his mes- 
sage of the 6th of December; 1836, conceding to 
Mrs. Madison the right to use copies of the said 
ae ‘in. foreign countries as she may think 


> Mr LA r, from the Committee on Revolutionary | 


Pensions, made unfavorable reports upon the peti- 


tions of Aza Merrill, Henry Hallowell, Joseph Blos- 
som and others, Clarinda Cheeves, widow of Wil- 
liam Cheeves, Silas Winchester, and H. Howell; . 
which were severally laid on the table.. 

Mr. FRY, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
tion of Absalom Wroe, a revolutionary soldier, pray- 
ing for arrears of ‘pension; also, the petitions of 


. Joseph Chambers and {Robert Chambers; which re- 


ports were severally ordered to lie upon the table. 

Mr. STORER, from the Commitiee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made unfavorable reporis on the 
petition of Nathanicl Medlock and Thomas Ram- 
say; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BOND, from the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions, made unfavorable reports on ihe pe- 
tition of Peter Hegy, Daniel Hart, Squire Ferris, 
and Thomas Look; which were ordered to lie on the 
table. i : 

On motion of Mr. KLINGENSMITH, the Com- 
mittee‘on Revdlutionary Pensions were discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of J. 
Manning; and the same was referred ot the Com-- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. BEALE, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported the following resolution; which 
was agreed to: | 

Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole 
House be discharged from the consideration of 
two bills recently reported by. the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions; the one to revive the act of 1828, 
continuing to those who were wounded in the war 
of the revolution the right of pension; the other, 
to secure certain arrearages of pension to those 
who relinquished the same; and that said bills be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the Hon. Jonn Y. Mason, resigning his seat 
in Congress; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BELL renewed his notice of motion to 
bring in a bill to secure the freedom of elections. ° 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting a report of the contracts made by that depart- 
ment in the year 1836; which was laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed. 

The following bills from the Senate were seve- 
rally read a first ahd second time, and committed: 

An act to alter the times of holding the circuit 
courts of the United States in the State of Tennes- 
see. 

‘An act for the relief of Andrew Knox. . 

An act for the relief of George F. Strother, 

An act for the reliet of Benjamin Jones Porter. 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Doctor John 
Ramsey, deceased. 

An act for the relief of Pheneas Munster. 

An act to authorize George Whitman to import 
an iron steamboat, in detached parts, free from 
duty. : 

An act for the relief of Thomas Cannon. 

An act for the relief of the corporate authorities 
of the city of Mobile. 

An act for the payment of Vermont militia for 
their services at the battle of Plattsburg; 

/ An act to amend the act respecting the judicial 
system of the United States. 

An act for the relief of Daniel Steiurod. 

STATE OF MICHIGAN, 

The House then resumed the consideration 
of the “bill providing for the admission of the 
State of Michigan into the Union, upon an equal 
footing with the criginal States,” the bill being on 
its third reading. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL, who was entitled to the 
floor, addressed the House at length, in advocacy 
of the bill, and was replied to by Mr. STORER. 

The debate was furthér continued by Mr. 
TOUCEY in support of the bill. ` 

Mr. MANN of New York, said it must be with- 
in the recollection of every one that this question ~ 
had been decided, on a former occasion, after 4-° 
lengthy debate, and an arduous. trial. Now, for 
one, Mr. M. believed the State of Michigan was 
entitled to come into the Union, under the condi- ` 
tions prescribed in the bill under consideration, and he _ 
did not think there was any thing like a general wish 
either to protract the debate or to extend it much 


farther; the less so, as the session was fast‘drawing 


to å close, and nearly‘ail’the important business of . 


the nation remained unacted on. 
demanded the previous question. 
_ “Mr. JENIFER moved a call of the House. 


He therefore’ de: ` 


“Mr. EVANS moved that the House adjourn.” +’ 


‘Mr. BRIGGS inquired of the Chair, whether if 
the House should then. adjourn, the xmotion of the 


: géntleman from New York, would not be the pend- 


ing question to-morrow. 
The CHATR replied.in the affirmative. - 
The House then adjourned, ayes 83 noes 37. 


: IN SENATE, 
Weunsespay, January 25, 1837. 


The CHAIR announced a communication from ` 


the War Department, transmitting, in compliance 


with the 5th'section of the act of April 21, 1808, ` 


1 


concerning public contracts, three statements, show- 
ing the contracts that have been entered into by that 
Department during the year 1836; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. i j 

Mr. RORINSON presented the petition of cer- 
tain citizens of Illinois, praying that iron, for certain 
railroad companies, may be permitted to be import- 
ed free'of duty: referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition cf the 
Chamber of Commerce of the city of New York, 
ani the Board of Underwriters of that city, praying 
for an appropriation for the construction of a light- 
house: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. KENT presented the petition of the Presi- 
dent, Directors and Company of the Bank of the 
Metropolis, praying for a renewal their charter: rc- 
ie to the Committee on the Distrist of Colum- 

ia. f 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
: diciary, to which had been referred the message of 
the President of the United States on the subject of 
the burning of the Treasury Department, and re- 
commending a repeal of the statute of limitations in 
certain cases, reported a bill to alter and amend the 
act for the punishment of certain crimes against the 
United ‘States approved April, 1790; which was 

read and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the bill was then 
read the second time, and postponed to and made 
the order of day for Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. TOMLINSON, the Commit- 
tee on Pensions was discharged from the further 

` eynsideration of the petition of Parker Cole. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported, without amendment, the bill from 
the House for the relief of Alexander Gibson, and 
said that he had been instructed by the committee 
to: move for the indefinite postponement of this bill 
when it should come up. 


Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 


Affairs, to which had been referred the memorials 
of the Legislatures of Kentucky and ‘Tennessee, 
asking payment for the militia and volunteers who 
were called into service last summer under requi- 
sitions upon the Governors of those States, and 
discharged by orders of the President before march- 
ing, reported a bill making appropriations for that 
“purpose; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. BENTON, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the bill from the House 
authorizing the issuing certain field artillery for the 
supply of the miltia of the States, reported th 
same with amendments, which were read. s 

Mr. BUCHANAN, in pursuanceof notice given, 
asked and obtained leave, and intreduced a bill to 
explain and amend the 5th section cf the act. of 
36th June, 1834, fer the better organization of the 
United States Marine Corps; which wasread twice, 
and referred. : 

The bill for the settlement of the claims of the 
executive of Richard’ W. Meade, was taken up, 
and after being discussed by Messrs. WALKER, 
CLAY, CALHOUN, HUBBARD, KING of Ala: 
and WHITES — an 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to lay the bill on the ta- 
ble; which was negatived. “Yeas, 19; Nays, 23. | 

After some further remarks from Mr, WALKER, 
Mr. HUBBARD submitted an amendiient, provi- 


“ding that no, more shallbeawarded to the claimants 
‘than the pro 
-had the claim been passed by the Comn 


uta amount that would have been paid 
ac 1 i uissioners 
under the Florida treaty: this amendment being 
agreed to, the bill was ordered.to-a third reading. 
Mr. STRANGE offered the following resolution, 
which was considered and adopted: . 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 


‘instructed to inquire into the expediency of erecting 


a light-house at or near Boddie’s island, on the 
coast of North Carolina. 

Mr. NICHOLAS offered the following resolu- 
tion, which lies on the table one day fer considera- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to the Senate any infor- 
mation in his possession, obtained through any 
agent specially deputed to investigate the frauds, 
by floats or otherwise, supposed to have been prac- 
tised in the purchase. of public lands in the State 
of Louisiana. i 

Mr. NICHOLAS submitted the following reso- 
lution, which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
creating a new land district for the sale of the pub- 
lie lands, to be composed of portions of the districts 
north and south of Red river, in the State of Loui- 
siaria. 

The bill to extend the jurisdiction of the district 
courts of the United States for the District of Ar- 
kansas, was read the third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr, KING of Alabama, 

The Senate took up the bill to extend the limils 
of the port of New Orleans, and the same having 
been read the second time, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole, was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

~ PUBLIC LANDS. 

The Senate then took up the bill to prohibit. the 
sales of the public lands except to actual settlers 
and in limited quantities; the qnestion being on the 
amendment offered by Mr. MORRIS, to strike out 
the pre-emption principle— ; 

Mr. MORRIS said, that as it was too late in the 

day for him to address the Senate at length on his 
amendment, he would suggest to the chairman 
whether it would not be advisable for him to offer 
such amendments as he proposed to render the pre- 
emption section as little objectionable as possible. 
Mr. M. said he did not wish to take any advantage, 
(as he thought it probable his motion would be 
sustained by the Senate,) and he therefore was 
willing that the chairman should put this section in 
whalever shape he pleased before taking the qies- 
tion on striking it out. 
“Mr. WAKER then offered an amendment, re- 
stricting from sale or from the operation of pre- 
emptions, all town lots or sites that have been, or 
may hereafter be, reserved by law for public pur- 
poses, 

Mr. ROBINSON made a few. remarks in refe- 
reoce to. the amendment proposed by the Sena- 
tor from Mississippi, but in so low. a tone of 
voice as not to be heard by the reporter. He 
took occasion io allude to some insinuations 
or inuendoes which he conceived the Senator from 
Ohio (Mr. Ewing) to have thrown out in his 


speech on this bill, in regard to members of | 


Congress, officers employed in the various. de- 
partments of the Government, Land Registers, 
&c. being concérned in. speculating in the public 
lands. Mr. R. repelled such insinuations as un- 
just and uncalled for. Why, he asked, does not the 
gentleman point out, and name those who have 
been engaged in defrauding the Government? Let 
the gentleman speak out. Tf there were any per- 
sons employed in the land offices, engaged in spe- 
culating, or in any other manner abusing their 
offices, and robbing the Government, let them_ be 
removed. He vindicated the conduct of Mr. 
Whitelock, the receiver of public lands, from the 
aspersions attempted to be cast upon it by the 
Senator from Ohio. "That gentleman was totally 
incapable of doing any thing dishonest or dishono- 
rable. >=> Ene i : ; 

- [Here Mr. Bixron inguited whether the gentle- 
man in question was the same Mr. Whitelock who 


had no right to make insi:ations as to membe' 
the other House, and his being concerned in specu- 
lations. There might be members in that Senate’ 
implicated in them, but why not make the charge at 
once, and point at- the individual, or indiyidwals, - 
sitting here? and not cast censure upon the whole ` 
Senate, as it was in fact doing, when he made a 
general charge. ee ae ere 
[Here Mr. Ewina said, he did not say that any’ 
member of either House was guilty of speculating .. 
in jands.] / ET ee 
Mr. R. continued. Let the gentleman put his. 
finger on an individual, and he (Mr. R.) would'go.- 
hand in hand with him and ferret the man out. But - 
let. thes gentleman not charge any officer of the 
State of Illinois, or the representatives of the people 
here, with being guilty of mal-practices. Mr. R, did 
not believe that there was an officer in his State, 
who was concerned in defrauding the Government 
in the manner charged. If any such rogues existed 
in Illinois, as was said by the Senator from Ohio, 
they came from other States. i 
Mr. R. remarked that there never did ‘exist, nor 
does there now exist, a man more honest and: 
honorable than James C. Whiteleck. He defen- 
ded the character of his fellow-citizens living in the ` 
mining district of Illinois, against the insinuations : 
made in regard to them. They were as far above 
a dishonest act as virtue is above vice: they would 
scorn, yes scorn, to take an inch of land ‘without 
paying for it. “Yel, these men were to be called re- 
repeatedly here, with a sneer—“Squatters—Squat- 
ters.” j 
Mr. R. concluded by saying, that although we, 
toasted much of having the freest Government on 
earth—yes, the freest—yet it was the only nation 
whieh was grinding her citizens into poverty, and 
depriving the poor man of his hard earned dollar 
—of his daty bread—and reducing his wife and 
children to starvation. Qh; shame! shame!-on i> 
the country that would do this! . a Fads» See oot 
On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Senate went 
into the consideration of executive business, and 
when the doors were re-opened, 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, January 25, 1837. ; 

Mr. HEROD, member elect from tne State of 
Indiana, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death 
of the Hon. Groacr L. Kinnarp, appeared, was 
qualified, and took his seat. j ‘ ` 

LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL. 

Mr. CARR presented a joint resolation of the 
General Assembly of the State of Indiana, request- 
ing their Senators and Representatives in Congress 
to oppose the purchase of the stock in the Louis- 
ville and Portland Canal; which, upon his motion, 
was received, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HALL of Maine, from the Committee on, 
Accounts, asked to be discharged from the further, 
consideration of the resoiution in relation’ to, the 
claim of Georze Watterson, and that it be referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means; which was 
agreed to. f : , 

Mr. CARR, from. the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of: ' 
the heirs of John Campbell: read twiee and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported Senate bill for the relief of 
Samuel Miller read twice and committed. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported the following resolution; which” 
was considered and agreed to: a 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to lay before this House a statement of 
the cost of . a revenue cutter, to be: constructed on 
such a plan as to‘act as a steam tow-boat. ; 

Mr. KLINGENSMITH, from the Committee 
on Revolutionaty Pensiotis, reported a bill for the: . 
relief of Simeon Smith of the State of New Hamp- 
shire. : f aa i gE 
`- Mr. MILLIGAN, on leave, presented @ Mémo“ 


jial from certain citizens of Wilmington, Dela- 
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ssid river. 

: MILEAGE OE MEMBERS. 
‘The House then took up the following resolution 
. submitted on a former day, by Mr. Unperwoop. 

‘Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to lay be- 
fore this House a statement, showing the mileage 
claimed, and the sums paid therefor, to the mem- 
bers of this House, and the Delegates from Terri- 
tories respectively, during the last and present ses- 

- sion of Congress; and that he also. procure and lay 
‘before this House a similar statement in regard to 
the Senators in Congress. 

Mr. CLAIRBORNE of Mississippi had moved 
the following amendment: 

“And be t further resolved, That a select com- 
mittee of five be appointed, with power to send for 
persons and papers, to inquire into and report to 
this House what deduction, if any, the members of 
the House of Representatives have made in their 
accounts for per diem compensation when absent 
in attendance on the Supreme Court of the United 
States, or on the courts of adjacent States, or on 
their own private business elsewhere.” . 

‘And the question pending, was the amendment 
moved thereto by Mr. YELt: 

“And that said committee be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of providing by law for 
reducing the compensation allowed to members of 
Cbngress to six dollars per diem; and also into the 
expediency of providing by law for the removal of 
the seat of Government of the United States to 
some point on the Ohio or Mississippi river, on or 
before the first day of January, 1840.” 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved the previous ques- 
tion, but the House refused to second it, only 38 
voting in the affirmative. 

After some remarks from Mr. UNDERWOOD 
and Mr. BELL, the whole subject was laid on the 
table, ayes 95, noes not counted, on motion of the 
latter gentleman. 

The CHAIR then proceeded to call the States for 
resolutions, and the State of Tennessee being 
reached: 

FREEDOM OF ELECTION. . 

Mr. BELL said he would avail himself of that 
opportunity of making the motion, of which he had 
given repeated notice, for leave to introduce a “bill 
to provide for the freedom of elections;” though, 
if it was understood that resolutions only should be 
offered which would not produce debate, he would 
waive it for the accommodation of States behind his 
own. Mr. PB. then sent the bill to the Chair to be 
read to the House, which was done. 

The bill was in the following words: 

A BILL to secure the freedom of elections. 

Whereas complaints are made that officers of the 
United States, or persons holding offices and em- 
ployments under the authority of the same, other 
than the heads of the chief Executive Departments, 
or such officers as stand in the relation of constitu- 
tional advisers of the President, have been removed 
from office, or dismissed from their employment, 
upon political grounds, or for opinion’s sake; and 
whereas such a practice is manifestly a violation of 
the freedom of elections, an attack upon the pubtic 
liberty, and a high misdemeanor; and ` 
© Whereas complaints are also made that officers 
of the United States, or persons holding offices or 
employments under the authority of the same, are 

“in the habit of intermeddling in elections, both 
State and Federal, otherwise than by giving their 
votes; and whereas such a practice is a violation 
of the freedom of elections, and a gross abuse, 
whish ought to be discountenanced by the appoint- 
ing power, and prohibited by law; and 

Whereas complaints are also made that, pending 
the late election of President and Vice President of 
the United States, offices and employments were 
distributed and conferred, in many instances, under 
circumstances affording a strong presumption of 
corruption, or that they were conferred as the in- 
aueements to, or the reward of, influence ‘employ- 
ed,or.to be employed, in said election; and where- 
as such a practice, in the administration of the pa- 


tronage of the Government, will speedily destroy - 


the purity and freedom of the elective franchise, 
and undermine the free system of Government now 
happily established in these United States, there- 


ware, praying for an appropriation to improve 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE: 


fore, to prevent the recurrence of any practices 
which may give rise to similar complaints in fu- 
ture. ' : ; 
Stction’ 1. Beit enacted by the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the United States of dimerica in 
Congress assembled, That from and after the fourth 
day of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-seven, no officer, agent, or contractor, or other 


person, holding any office or employment of trust - 


or profit, under the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, shall, by the contribution of money, 
or other valuable thing, or by the use of the frank- 
ing privilege, or the abuse of any other official pri- 
vilege or furtction, or by threats and menaces, or 
in any other manner, intermeddle with the election 
of any member or members of either House of 
Congress, dr of the President or Vice President of 
the United States, or of the Governor, or other 
officer of any State, or of any member or mem- 
bers of the Legislature of any State; and every 
such officer of other person, offending therein, shall 
be held to be guilty.of a high misdemeanor, and 
upon conviction in any court of the United States 
having jurisdiction thereof, shall pay a fine not ex- 
ceeding one thousand dollars; and any officer other 
than the-President, Vice President, and judges of 
any of the courts of the United Stales, so convicted, 
shall be, thereupon, removed from office, and shall 
be, ever after, incapable of holding any office or 
place of trust, under the authority of the United 
States; provided that nothing herein contained, 
shall be so constructed as to interfere with the right 
of suffrage as secured by the Constitution: and 
provided further, that nothing herein contained, 
shall so operate as to prevent the President, or the 
head of any department, who is invested by law 
with the power of appointing inferior officers, from 
removing from office, at any time, any incum- 
bent, who the President or the head of a depart- 
ment, as the case may be, shall be satisfied, has 
intermeddled in any election, State or Federal. 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and 
after the 4th day of March, 1837, no officer who, 
by the Constitution and laws of the United States, 
is authorized to appoint, or nominate and appoint, 
any officer or agent of the Government, shall, by 


himself, or by any other person or persons in his 


behalf, give or procure to be given, or promise to 
give or procure to be given, any office, place, or 
employment, to any person or persons whatsoever, 
with-intent to corrupt or bribe him or them, or 
upon any agreement that such person or persons to 
whom, or for whose use, or on whose behalf, such 
gift or promise shall be made, shall exert his or 
their infiuence in any election, or by. himself or 
themselves, or by any other person or persons, at 
his or their solicitation, endeavor to secure the elec- 
tion of any person or persons to represent any 
State, or any district in any State, in Congress, or 
of any person ‘to be President or Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States, or of any person to 
be Governor or other officer of any State, or 
of any person or persons to be a member or mem- 
bers of the Legislature of any State; and every 
such officer offending therein shall be held to be 
guilty of a high misdemeanor, and, upon conviction 
in any court of the United States having jurisdic- 
tion thereof, shall pay a fine not exceeding five 
thousand dollars; and any officer other than the 
President, or the judges of any of the courts of the 
United States, so convicted, shall be thereupon re- 
moved from office, and shall be incapable ever after 
of holding any office or place of trust under the 
authority of the United States; and every person 
who shall receive or accept by himself, or by any 
other person or persons in trust for, or in behalf of 
such person, any offer, place, or employment, with 
the intent aforesaid, shall be held to be guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and, upon conviction in any court of 
the United States having jurisdiction thereof, shall 
pay a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, be 
removed or dismissed from such office, place, or 
employment, and shall be incapable ever after of 
holding any office or place of trust under the autho- 
rity of the United States. 2 ; 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the several 
fines imposed by this act shall, when collected, be 


paid into the Treasury as other moneys belonging 
to the United States. z É iy 


The bill having been read from the Clerk’s tabla, 
Mr. BELL said, on rising to introduce this sub- 
ject to the House, he was actuated by a motive. 
which he thought would be favorably received by 
the House. Hedid not introduce the subject for 
the purpose of making an argument or: addressing 
a speech, either to the House or the country for 
effect;.. but he rose for the purpose of making an 
appeal to the House seriously and earnestly on the 
subject of an important legal enactment in relation 


` to the abuses laid down in the preamble to the bill 


just read by the clerk. He admitted the obligation 
of honor, which devolved.on every gentleman, 
when he brought forward a proposition containing 
charges of so serious a nature as those narrated in 
that preamble, that they should be founded on fact, 
and not introduced improperly, to gratify any feel- 
ings of his own. In this respect Mr. B. felt that he 
stood upon perfectly secure ground; and with regard 
to all the charges there enumerated, he felt himself 
prepared to prove to the satisfaction of an impartial 
jury, in this or any other part of the country, 
the truth of them; and, further, he challeng- 
ed the opportunity of adducing such proof as 
would satisfy that House and the whole na- 
tion. As to the charges relative to removals 
from office on political grounds, he hardly 
supposed that he would be called upon for proof; 
at least he would not be called upon for it from 
some sections of the Union; he knew, however, that 
in other sections it was denied that removals were 
made for opinion’s sake alone. As to the charge 
that the federal officers of the Government had in- 
terfered in elections, and particularly in the late 
Presidential election, and in many cases had taken 
a very active part, he presumed no gentleman 
would deny it. Then the only charge contained in 
the preamble which he might be called upon to sus- 
tain by proof, was that which related to the distri- 
bution of offices and employments to political friends 
on pledges or contracts, either expressly understood, 
or clearly implied. In making these charges he - 
knew the responsibility he assumed; he knew the 
the responsibility which must attach to any gentle- 
man in that House orin the country, when he at- 
tempted seriously to support these charges. He 
knew perfectly well the difficulty of bringing proof of 
these charges, when there was a powerful influence 
to intimidate on the one hand, and scarcely any to 
support on the other, He knew how difficult it was 
in communities and in States, where crime was 
known to exist, to bring home the proof of it; yet, 
with all these staring him in the face, he conscien~ 
tiously and seriously reaffirmed the charges. He 
did not wish to be misunderstood as to the extent 
and nature of these charges. 


He was not so illiberal as to attribute bad mo- 
tives or corruption when appointments were made 
among the political friends of the person appoint- 
ing. Offices were created from time to time, and 
appointments made, and every one had to submit 
to it. He never had, and did not now mean to 
complain, when appointments were made among 
those who had always been political friends of the 
administration, provided they were capable and ho- 
nest; but wheh appointments were made from the 
ranks of political opponents, and the appointee 
thereupon changed his political sentiments, and be- 
came a friend from an assailant, under these cir- 
cumstances he thought it conclusive that corruption 
existed. This was the best evidence of corruption 
which could be adduced. 

The remarks were here arrested by a motion of 
aa VANDERPOEL to proceed to the orders of the 

ay. 

STATE OF MICHIGAN. 

The House then resumed the consideration of the 
bill from, the Senate, to provide for the admission of 
the State of Michigan into the Unigp, upon an equal 
footing with the original States. : 

. The question pending was the demand for the 
previous question, made yesterday by Mr. MANN 
of New York, and the motion of Mr. JENIFER 
for a cali of the House. ; 

Mr. JNIFER withdrew his motion for a eall of 
the House. 


Mr. MERCER inquired of the Speaker whether, 
if the demand for the previous question should be 


’ Waddy Thompson, Underwood, Vinton,» Elisha Whittlesey, 


ee 


secérided, 


the question could not be separately t 


-ön the preamble and the bill? ~ 


` The CHAIR replied that there was no precedent 
for such a division. ` ü 
- Mr: MANN asked if, when the bill was on its 


‘passage, after its engrossment, a° motion to recom- 


‘mit it, with instructions to strike out the preamble, 


` “would not be in order? 


The CHAIR. Every member of the House 
must know that thaf motion would be in order. -> 
- The House seconded the demand for the previous 
-gquestion—ayes 84, noes 67; and the question recur- 
ring on ordering the main question to be put . 
_' Mr. THOMAS rose, and said he had voted in 
the negative on the seconding the previous ques- 
tion. But now the position of the bill had been 
changed, and he hoped the house would. not refuse 
to order that the main question be now put. If that 
was-done the further action of the House, on the 
bill would be postponed until to-morrow. The bill 
would be open for discussion after it has been read 
a third time, on the question of its final passage. 
By ordering the main question the House will not 
close the debate, but it will signify a willingness to 
ake the bill as it is without further amendment. 
The question was then taken on ordering the bill 
to a third reading, and was decided in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 148, nays 58, as follows: i 
YEAS—Messre, John Quincy Adams, Anthony, Ash, Bar- 
‘ton, Bean, Bell, Biack, Bockec, Boon, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, 
Brown, Buchanan, Bunch, Burns, Bynum, John Cahoon, Cam- 
bieleng, Cart, Casey, Chapman, Chapin, N. H. Claiborne, John 
F. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, Cramer, 
Cushman, Davis, Denny, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Dunlap, 
Fairfield, Farlin, Forester, Fowler, Fuller, Gatbraith, James 
Garland, Rice Garland, Gholson, Gillet, Glascock, Graham, 
Grantland, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Hannegah, Samuel S. 
Hiarrison, Albert G. Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Hen- 
derson, Holsey, Holt, Howard, Howell, Hubley, Hunt, Hunting- 
ton, Huntsman, Ingham, Joseph Johnson, Richard M. Johnson- 
Cave Johnson, Henry Johnson, Henjamin Jones, Kennon, Kil, 
gore, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Lawler, Lay- 
ideon Lee, Joshua Lee, ‘Thomas Lee, Luke Lea, Leonard, Lo, 
gan Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, Abijah Mann, Job Manu, Mariin- 
illiam Mason, Moses Mason, May, McComas, McKay, 
McKeon, McKim, Miiler, Montgomery, Morgan, Morris, Muhlen, 
berg, Owens, Page, Parks, Paterson, Franklin Pierce, Dutee J- 
Pearce, Peyton, Phelps, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds. 
Rogers, Schenck. Seymour, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, 
Sickles, Smith, Sprague, Standefer, Sutherland, Taylor, Tho- 
mas, Jobn Thomson, Toucey, Towns, Turvill, Vanderpoel, 
Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Webster, Weeks, White, Thomas 
T. Whittlesey, and Vell—148. 
NAYS—Messrs. Heman Allen, Bailey, Bond, Briggs, William 
B. Calhoun, George Chambers, John Chambers, Chaney, Chet- 
wood, Darlington, Dawson, Deberry, Elmore, Graves, Grayson, 
Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hardin, Harper, Hazeltine, Heister, Hop- 
kins, Ingersoll, Janes, Jarvis, Jeni:er, Lawrence, Lewis, Lincoln, 
‘Love, Sampson Mason, McCarty, McKennan, McLene, Mercer, 
Milligan, James A. Pearce, Phillips, Pickens, Pinckney, Potts, 
Reed, Rencher, Russell, Slade, Sloane, Steele, Storer, Taliaferro, 


Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Wise, and Young—58. 

So the bill was ordered to be read a third time to- 
day. 

The bill was then read a third time, and the ques- 
tion being on its final passage, 

Mr. JENIFER inquired 1f the bill was then open 
for discussion? . i 

The CHAIR replied that its merits were open in 
the broadest latitude at that stage. 

Mr. JENIFER then addressed the House for 
some time in opposition to the preamble of the bill, 
and contended against the validity of the second 
convention, principally on the ground that that as- 
semblage itself had protested against the constitu- 
tionality of the act of Congress of 1836. Mr. J. 
then went into a history of certain late proceedings 
in Maryland, upon which he commented at some 
length. ; 

Mr. THOMAS replied to his colleague, and went 
into a statement showing the irregularities of the 
present Constitution and Government of the State 
of Maryland. ; ` 

The debate was further continued by Mr. HOW- 
ARD and Mr. PEARCE of Maryland. 

Mr. CUSHMAN then obtained the floor, and 
said he would respectfully submit to the House, 
whether this question had not been sufficiently de 
bated. He was himself perfectly satisfied that it 
had been, and he therefore moved the previous 
question. i 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered severally without a division, 

Mr. CHAPIN asked for the yeas and nays on 
the main question, being the passage of the bill, 
which were ordered, and were, yeas 132, nays 43 
as follows: 


aken 
l vee, Boyd, Brown, Buchanan, Burns, John Calhoun, Cambrel- 


ef abolition petitions. 


YEAS- Messrs, Adams, Chilton Allan, Anthony, Ash, ASR- 
ley, Barton, Bean, Beaumont, Bell; Blac: Bockee, Bouldin, Bo- 


eng, „Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey, Chancy, Chapman, 
Chapin, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, John F. H. Claiborne, Con 
nor, Cramer, Cushman, Denny, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Dun- 
lap, Efer, Farlin, Forester, Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, James 


Garland, Rice Garland, Gholson, Gillet, Glascock, Graham, 


Grantland, Grayson, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, 
Albert G. Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Ileynes, Henderson, 
Herod, Howard, Howell, Hubley, Hunt, Wantingion, Hunts- 
map, Joseph Johnson; Richard M.-Jehnson, Cave Jobnson, 
Kennon, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Lay, Joshua 
Tee, Thomas Lee, Luke Lea, Leonard, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, 
Lyon, Abijah Mann, jr. Joh Mann, William Mason, Moses. Ma- 
gon, McComas, McKay, McKim, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, 


Muhlenberg, Page, Parks, Patterson, Patton, Dutee J. Pearce, 


Peyton, Pinckney, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Richard- 
son, Robertson, Rogers, Schenck, Seymour, Shepperd, Shields, 
Shinn, Sickles, Smith, Sprague, Standefer, Sutherland, Taylor, 
Thomas, J. Thompson, Toucey, Turrill, Vanderpoe}, Wagener, 
Ward, Wardwell, Washington, Webster, Weeks, White, Tho- 
mas T, Whittlesey, and Yell—122. 

NAYS—Messrs, Bailey, Bond, John Chambers, Chetwood, 
Corwin, Crane, Darlington, Dawson, Elmore, Evans, Graves, 
Griffin, Hardin, Harlan, Hazeltine, Heister, Hoar, Hopkins, In- 
gersoll, Janes, Jarvis, Jenifer, Lawrence, Lewis, Lincoln, S. 
Mason, Mercer, Milligan, James A. Pearce, Pearson, Phillips, 
Pickens, Potts, Reed. Russell, Steel, Storer, Talliaferro, 
Waddy Thompson, Underwood, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Wil- 
liams and Sherrod Williams—43. 

So the bill was passed. 

[When the name of Mr. Wise was called, that 
gentleman rose in his place, and asked to be excused 
from voting, on the ground that he had been absent 
during the whole discussion on the bill, (on the se- 
lect committees, of which Mr. W. is a member,) 
which was granted.] : 

The CHAIR presented a communication from 
the War Department, transmitting 250-copies of the 
official Army Register for the use of the members. 

On motion of Mr. McKIM, 

The House adjourned at 6 o’clock, P. M. 

IN SENATE, 

: Tuurspay, January 26, 1837. - 

The CHAIR presented a communication from 
the Adjutant General, transmitting a certain num- 
ber of copies of the Army Register; which, on mo- 
tion of Mr. GRUNDY, was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of H. Quimby, 

asking the assistance of Congress to test the utility 
of an apparatus invented by him, by which the 
quantity of water in a steam boiler may be better 
ascertained than at present. 
Mr. D. moved that the petition be referred to a 
select committee of seven, which was agreed to; and, 
On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the Chair was di- 
rected to appoint the committee. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of Samuel 
C. Reeve, recommending telegraphic communica- 
tions; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post. Roads, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. DANA presented the petition of Gad Hum- 
phreys; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. : 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the petition and 
papers of Dr. Samuel White, on the files of the 
last session, were again referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. HENDRICKS presented the memorial and 
joint resolutions of the General Assembly of the 
State of Indiana, asking an additional appropriation 
for carrying on the public works at Michigan city: 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and or- 
dered to be. printed. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, the petition and pa- 
pers of Stephen McCormick, on the files of the last 
session, were again referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. . : 

Mr. LINN presented the memorial of a number 
of the people of. Wisconsin, asking for an appro- 


and to confine the-sale of the public lands to actual 
settlers and in limited quantities; which, was: refer- 
red to the Committee on. Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the petition of Wil- 
liam Parkes, on the files of the last session, was 
again referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MORRIS rose, and said that jt would be re- 
collected by the Senate, that a few days since, 
when the memorial from the grand jury of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia was presented, he then told the 
Senate that he was in possession of a great number 


, 


priation for certain objects of internal improvement, ` 


Now hs would give notice | 


that to-morrow he should take. the . opportunity of 
presenting them... S: aiie i ea ee) 
.Mr. WHITE, from the Committee: on: Revoly- 
tionary Claims, to which was referred the petition. 
of William Rempton, asked to.he discharged from 
the further consideration of the same; -also,. from 
the petition of Francis Epps, and that he have 
leave to withdraw his petition. and papers; which 
was agreed to. a ee 

Mr. BROWN, from:the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, to which. was referred.the memo- 
rial of John Denison, asked to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the same; also, from 
the bill for the ‘relief of H: Harris, and that it: be 
referred to the Committee on Pensions; which was 
agreed to. ne 

Mr, TOMLINSON, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which was reférred the bill for: the relief 
of Frances Barker, the widow of Isaac Barker, ře- 
ported the same, with an amendment; also, asked 
that the committee be discharged from. the further 
consideration of the petition of Eliza Haywood, 
praying for a pension, ihe widow of Hay- 
wood; which.was agreed to. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented.a memorial from 
citizens of Hyde Park, praying for a survey: of. the 
Hudson river, and for the erection of buoys, bea- 
cons, &c.; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. ae: í 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to: which was referred the- bill’ 
from the House for the relief of Joseph Young, re- 
ported the same without amendment, and said that 
he was instructed to move its indefinite postpone- 
ment when it should come up. : : 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the same com- 
mittee was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition and papers of the heirs of 
Morgan Alexander. 

Mr. KENT, from the Committee on the District 
of Columbia, reported without amendment the bill 
to amend the act to quiet possessions, enrol con- 
veyanees, and to secure the estates of purchasers 
in the District of Columbia. . : 

On motion of Mr. LINN, the bill providing for 


lands under the fourteenth article of the treaty with- 
the Choctaw Indians, was taken up, and made the 
order of the day for to-morrow week. oF 
Mr. MORRIS submitted the following resolution, 
which lics on the table one day: 
‘Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the nature and charac- 
ter of the claim of -——— to the tract of land 
on which the fort at Chicago, in the State of Mi- 
nois, is situate; and that they also inquire whether 
any part of the claim or lot of land has been dis- 
posed of or transferred, for the purpose of creating 
an interest in order tò procure the-confirmation of 
said claim; and that the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office proceed no further in the examina- 
tion of said claim until the above inquiry. is had, 
and that the committee have power to: send for 
persons and papers, and to examine witnesses on 


oath. zi 
Mr. EWING of Ilinois offered the following 
resolution, which lies on the table one day for.con- 
sideration: i pA 
Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
granting the right of pre-emption to the State of Il- 
linois, to all unappropriated public lands lying within 
the distance of three miles of any of the following 
public works about to be undertaken by the said 
State, viz: the Great Wabash, Ilinois; Rock, 
Kaskaskia, Embarrass, Little Wabash, and Kan- 
kakee rivers; the Central railroad, from the mouth 
of Ohio river to Galena, via the western terminus of 
the Illinois and Michigan canal; the Alton and 
Shawaneetown railroad, the Alton-and Mount Car- 
mel railroad, and the railroad from Quincy, by 
Jacksonville, Springfield, Decatur, and Danville, to 
the State line. x 
Mr. GRUNDY submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which lies on the table one day: ` 
Resolv:d, That a committee be appointed, to join 
such:committee as may be appointed by the House 
of Representatives, to ascertain and report a mode 
ef examining the votes for President and Vieg Prax 


the adjustment of certain claims to reservations. of ` 


w 


“of tie United States, and of notifying ‘the 
- persons elestéd of their elections -- osie = o 


On motion of Mr. TALLMADGE; tie Commit- ` 


tecon Pensions Was discharged from the further 
“consideration ofthe petition and papers of Payne 
Perry; and the same ‘was referred to the Commit- 
“ieé:on Pensions.) “25°. 
| Ôn motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the bill supplemen- 
tary to thèact to'amend the judiciasysiem of the 


~”. United States, was taken up, and'made the special 


order. of the day for Tuesday next. 

The bill to extend the limits of -the port of New 
“Orleans, was read thé third time and’ passed. 

The bill for the relief of the executrix of Richard 


uW: Meade, was taken up on the third reading, and’. 
‘on: motion. of Mr. HUBBARD, it was laid on the” 


table. 
Š - PUBLIC LANDS. 

The bill to prohibit the sales of the public lands, 

except to actual ‘settlers, and in limited quantities, 
‘was taken up as the special order of the day. 

` Mr. WALKER moved an amendment to except 
from the operations of the bill, and from pre-emp- 
` tions; all lands*occupied under the authority of the 

United States, and that have been, or may be, re- 

served by law for any spécial purpose, or for town 

lots; which amendment was agreed to. 

After'some remarks from Mr. RUGGLES, 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, the amendment 
was further amended, by inserting a proviso that 
no Written or verbal contract, morigage, or other in- 
cumbrance, made with a view to evade the provi- 

- sions of this act, shall be binding. 
Mr. WHITE moved an. amendment, striking 
- out the provision permitting a purchaser of the pub- 
lic lands at any time within five years to relinquish 
the land purchased and receive back the purchase 
“money. 
_ After some remarks in support of this amend- 
ment, ‘by Messrs. WHITE, LINN, GRUNDY, 
and CLAY, it was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY the bill was here 
laid on the table, to allow him to make a motion 
with regard to the qualiiication of the Michigan 
Senators. 

` A message was then received from the President 
‘of the United States, by Mr. Axprew Jackson, Jr. 
his Secretary, stating that the President had signed 
the bill for the admission of the State of Michigan 
into the Union on an equal footing with the original 
States, 

The credentials of the Hon. Joun Norvect and 
the Hon. Lucius Lyon, elected by the Legislature 
of the State of Michigan on the 19th November, 
1835, to represent that State in the Senate of the 

< United States, were read by the Secretary; and, 

.« ‘On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the usual oath to 
support the Constitution ol the United States was 
administered to Messrs. Norvert and Lyon by the 
Vice President, and they took their seats in the Se- 
nate, 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY the land bill was 

again taken up; when ` 

Mr. BUCHANAN submitted an amendment to 
allow to fathers, in each of the States, having chil- 
dren between the ages of twelve and twenty-one 
years, or to mothers of such children, whose fa- 
thers are dead, to enter a section of land in the 
name of cach child, the patent not to issue until 
the child, in whose name the- entry is made, be- 
comes of age. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that he bad expected 
that the Committee on Public Lands would have 
submitted an amendment of the character of the 
one he had just offered; but inasmuch as they had 
not done so, he feltit his duty to offer it, and to 
state, concisely, the reasons why, in his opinion, it 
should be adopted. - In the-old States of this Union 
it was well known that. when a father of a family 
gets a litte forward in the world, there was no- 
thing more common than for hùn to go into. the 
new States for the purpose of purchasing land as a 
provision for his children when they became of age. 
These pecple (Mr. B. said) seldom purchased more 
then a half section of land; and if gentlemen-wish- 
ed to restrict the operations of his amendment. ta 
this quantity, he shculd have no great objection to 
it. -The land is thus purchased, (continued Mr. B.) 
and assure as the child for whom it is intended þe- 
comes twenty-one years of age, he gocs out to the 


. West.with his wagon anc 
. plemenis, and becomes 


Ho very best settler that the 
new States can have. No: speculation was intend- 
ed by this mode of purchase, and none could possi- 


bly take place under it. -Ti would be a great ad- 
- vantage to the citizens of the old States to permit 


them in this way to provide for their children, and 
he apprehended that the new States would be equal- 


- ly benefitted: by being thus ‘provided with such a 


‘most meritorious class of settlers as the sons of the 
industrious’ and respectable farmers of the old 
States. Mr: B: said he had hoped that the. Com- 
mittee on Public Lands would have offered this 
amendment; but, as.they had not done- so, he had 
felt it his duty to submit it to the consideration < of 
the Senate, trusting that no objection would be 
made to it. À 

Mr. CLAY said, that he was very glad the gen- 


 tlemån from Penhsylvania ‘had’ offered the amend- 


ment, for it could not have come from a more ap- 
propriate quarter. But, he would ask, why there 
was to beé any greater privilege in the case of a child 
of a provident and attentive father, than in that of 
a son or daughter, who might be left orphans? Did 
not every consideration of humanity carry out the 
principle to the grandchild as well as-to the child? 
He would suggest, then, tothe Senator from Penn- 
sylvania, so to modify his amendment as to em- 
brace that relation as well as the others. 

Mr. WALKER said, that it would be recol- 
lected by the Senate, that among the greatest objec- 
tions to the bill was that raised by the Senator 
from Ohio, (Mr. Ewing,) that it would increase, 
instead of diminishing, the land sales, by facili- 
tating the entry ef land; that individuals would 
not only enter lands in their own names, but in the 
names of all their children. Now if these objec- 
ions of the Senator from Ohio would apply to the 
bill itself, they would undoubtedly apply with 
still greater force to the amendment of the Senator 
from Pennsylvania. He did not himself, however, 
agree with the Senator from Ohio, and would have 


no objection to the amendment of his friend from’ 


Pennsylvania, with a slight modification. The 
bill itself (Mr. W. said) provided for the entry of 
lands by minors, -after arriving at the age of eigh- 
teen years. Therefore, if the gentleman would 
confine his amendment to minors between the ages 
of twelve and eighteen years, he would agree to it. 

Mr. EWING of Ohio said his objection to the bill 
of the Senator from Mississippi was not to any. of 
the particulars to which the gentleman had just 
referred, but it was that a father could enter in 
the name of his wife or child, a tract of land, pro- 
vided he lived near it, but that fathers living in the 
old States had not that ‘privilege. Now he (Mr. 
Ewing) conceived this to be a great abjection ‘to the 
bill, for it was giving a great preference in favor 
of actual settlers, over those living at a distance; it 
was, in fact, placing it in the power of those resident 
on the spot, to monopolise to the amount of three- 
fold or five-fold more of the public lands than those 
living at a remote distance from them. He thought, 
then, that the bill should be modified, rather than 
tue amendment, and so as to confine the entry of 
lands to parents in behalf of their children, who 
may be between the ago of twelve and twenty-one 
years. oe 

Mr. BUCHANAN remarked, that he did not 
wish to embarrass the bill by offering any provision 
to it which he did not deem absolutely necessary, in 
order to prevent a public good from being ‘con- 
verted into a. public evil; but he could not, repre- 
senting, as he did, an agricultural community, 
Gnany members of which. were freanently . going 
‘West with their children, whose welfare was of 
some importance,) forego this Pportunity of pro- 
posing this athendment. He should like to know 
what course to pursue which would render his 
amendment successful. If so, he would move to 
amend the bill as reported by the committee, by 
saying that the individual should enter at the age of 
twenty-one, instead of eighteen. He thought it 
was but proper that a youth, before arriving at the 
age of trenty-one, ought not to have any induce- 
ment offered him to quit the paternal roof. He 
entertained the opinion that’ policy and prudence 


required this course; and, if he did not think that - 


there was some danger to be apprehended in regard 
to the loss of the amendment, he should certainly 


E 
amendment should prevail, it would be at variance 
| 


male the modification which had been suggested to 


him; and if any gentleman would move to strike 4 


out “eighteen,” and insert. “ twenty-one,” “he 
(Mr. B.) would then vote to carry his proposition 
into execution, `. f F $ 

Mr. LINN suggested to the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania that his amendment, as it stood how, 
would be more likely to receivé the vole of the 
majority than if modified. Mr. L. said that if the 


with the whole object of the bill. 

“Mr. MORRIS contended that if the amendment 
should prevail, the title of the bill should be chang- 
ed.. It ought to be entitled “A bill to encourage 
the settlement of the public lands by. law?’ He 
repeated that if the amendment should be adopted, 
it would entirely destroy the great object intended 
to be accomplished by the bill, and open wide the 
flood-gates of speculation. 

Mr. BAYARD remarked, that the effect of the 
bul, as it at present stood, was to confine its bene- 
fits entirely to the inhabitants of the neighborhood, 
to the exclusion, in fact, of those living at a dis- 
tance. He maintained that the right of entering 
lands should be given to the uncles of children, and 
also to guardians as well as fathers and grandfa- 
thers, in behalf of the child or children, whose ‘pa- 
rent may be dead.” 

Mr. MORRIS hoped the amendment, or substi- 
tute, for the original bill, as reported by the Com- 


| mittee on Public Lends, and amended, together 


with the amendment of the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania, might be printed, and the further considera- 
tion of the subject postponed ‘till to-morrow. f 

Mr. WALKER hoped not. If the proposition 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania prevailed, he 
would have no objection to postpone the further 
consideration of the bill till to-morrow. 

Mr. LINN wanted the bill to be what it purport- 
ed, to confine the sales of the public lands to actual 
settiers, "That was all he desired. 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed, that with all the 
favorable feelings he had fer ihe interests of the 
West, he did not know that he could vote for this 
bill, unless it contained some such provision as the 
one he had submitted. Was this amendment to 
open wide the flood-gates of speculation? What 
was there in it toauthorizesuch a prediction? [low 
could speculation possibly be practised under. it? 
Tf gentlemen thought the quantity of land too great, 
he cared not if they reduced it below.a section, for 
so far as his’ constituents were concerned, he did 
not believe that one in a hundred of them ever 
purchased more than a quarter of a section. 

How (Mr. B. asked) could speculation ever be 
attempted under this provision? ‘No patent was to 
issue until the child for whom the land was pur- 
chased, arrived at the age of twenty-one years; and 
was it likely that any father would travel from the 
Atlantic to the extreme Wesi to buy land for his 
child, for which he is to receive no patent for eight 
or ten years, encountering all the trouble and ex 
pense of the journey with a view of making a spe- 
culation? The very circumstance that no patent is 
to issue until the child becomes twenty-one years of 
age, would of itself prevent the possibility of a spe- 
culation. It was asking a little too much, said Mr. 
B. to expect us of the old States to vote for a bill of 
this kind, without some such provision. He did 
not say. that he would not vote for the bill without 
the adoption of the principle he contended for,- but 
he did say that after the bill was sufficiently ma- 
tured, and-was out of commiitee, he would weigh 


_ well allits advantages and disad vantages, and that 


the absence of this provision might turn the scale 
against it. Mr. B. suggested that it would be better 
to postpone the bill for the present, until all. the 
amendments were printed. He did net know at 
present whether he would or would not make a 
modification of his amendment; but he certainly 
would contend for the principle it contained with 
all the ability he possessed. 

Mr. KING of Alabama made some observations 
in favor of the motion of the Senator from Ohio, 
(Mr. Morris.) He wished to see the bill in print in 
theshape in which it now stood, in order to tho- 
roughly understanding it before voting, or agreeing 
to it as amended in committee. “Tt was not now the 
bill it was as it came from the Committee on Public 
Lands, for it had undergone many amendinents: 


and though a number of théim weresdid to be ver- 
_ bal, :yet-he apprehended. that. they: had materially 
changed the character of the original: bill. 
gentleman from Ohio said the amendment of the 
Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. Buchanan} would 
. change the whole character of the bill, and if so he 
could not vote for it; for the principal object they 


all-had in view, was to check speculation, lessen _ 
.the great amount of the land sales, and thus di- | 


‘ minish a:too redundant revenue. > These were the 
-objects for which the bill was introduced, and he 
wished, by having the bill printed as it then stood, 
‘to. see how far it retained its original character. 
He was not disposed to enter into an examination 
of all the provisions of the bill now. He was not 
prepared to doso in consequence of the changes 
that had been made in it by: the many amendments 
which were called verbal, and which no Senator 

_ had been able to keep an exactaccount.of. It was, 
therefore, necessary that the whole subject should 
be-distinctly presented to the Senate before taking 
any further question on it, as nothing could be gained 
by hurrying the question before the details were ar- 
ranged. He wished, further, to see what modifica- 
tion the Senator from Pensylvania would give to 
his amendment. 

After some remarks from Mr. WALKER in op- 
position to the postponement— 

The question was taken on Mr. MORRIS’S mo- 
tion, and the bill was postponed till to-morrow, and 
the amendments of the committee, with the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr, BUCHANAN, were order- 
ed to be printed. f 

On motion of Mr. WALKER the Senate took up 
the bill to designate and limit the funds which shall 

` be received for the public revenue: yeas 33, nays 
12. 

Mr. RIVES submitted an amendment, that from 
and after the 39th Dec. 1841, the notes of no banks 
shall be received for the public dues which issue 
notes.of a less denomination than twenty dollars. 

After a debate, in which Messrs. RIVES, MOR- 
RIS, WALKER, EWING of Chio, and BA- 

- YARD, took part, Mr. RIVES’S amendment was 
adopted—yeas 25, nays 18; as follows: 

_YEAS—-Messrs. Benton, Brown, . Buchanan, 
Cuthbert, Dana, Ewing of Illinois, Fulton, Grun- 
dy, Hubbard, King of Georgia, Linn, Lyon, Niles, 
Norvell, Page, Preston, Rives, Robinson, - Sevier, 
Strange, Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, White, and 
Wright—25, 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Hendricks, Kent, 
King of Alabama, Knight, Moore, Morris, Nicho- 
las, Prentiss, Robbins, Southard, Swift, and Tom- 
linson—18. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed fcr a 
third reading. . 

The bill from the House to change tne- title of 
certain. officers of the Marine Corps, was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. ` : 

The Senate then adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, January 26, 1837. 

Some conversation took place between Myr. A. 

H. SITEPPERD, Mr. E. WHITTLESEY and 


the CHAIR, in relation to the entry made on the 


journal of Mr. WISE’S being excused from vot- 
ing on the Michigan bill, on the ground of his ab- 
sence on a select committee. The journal having 
beén ordered to be amended by setting forth that 
reason, the conversation dropped, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, .from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reporied a bill for the relief 
of the heirs of Willam. Walters, deceased: read 
twice and committed. 

HOLLAND TRADE. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Foreign 

Affairs, reported a bill respecting discriminating 


duties upon Dutch and Belgian vessels and their: | 


cargoes; which was read twice. : 
Mr. H. moved that it be ordered to be engrossed 


for a third reading; which, after a brief explanation ` 


o? its provisions and the necessity of its passage by 


taat gentleman, and a few words from Mr. PAR-: 


The. 


KER, was agreed to, and the bill was orderedto f 


be read 2 third time to-morrow. 


tures; reported “Senate -bill to -authorize :George 
Whitman. to import, free of duty, the necessary ma- 
térials-for the construction of an iron steamboat, 


Serer en A 


: Mr? ADAMS; from the Committee ön Mannfac- 


witha recommendation that said bill do not pass;. 


which was committed. i 5 ‘ 

Mr. THOMSON. of Ohio, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, reported, with sundry amend- 
ments, a bill from the Senate, fixing the compensa 


. tion of the:senior clerks employedin the Adjutant 


General’s and Inspector, General's: offices; which 
was committed. f 

Mr. PINCKNEY, from ihe Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill for the relief of Frederick 
Fry and Co.: read twice and committed. 

Mr. HARRISON of Missouri, from the Commit- 
tee on the Public Lands, reported with an amend- 
ment, Senate bill to authorize the Washington 
County Turnpike company, in the State of Mis- 
sotiri, to locate and construct a-road through the 
public lands. ‘The original bill granted a right o 
way one hundred and eighty feet wide, and the 
amendment proposed to strike out the words “ and 
eighty,” so as to leave it “ one hundred feet wide.” 
The amendment having been concurred in, Mr, 
H. moved that the bill be ordered ‘to a third 
reading. 

Mr. HARDIN expressed a wish to have the 
charter read to the House. - 

Mr. HARRISON replied that he had not a copy 
in his possession, but his recollection of it was that 
‘the company had ten years to complete the road, 
and five to commence it, three of which had expired. 
The road was to be from thirty-five to forty miles in 
length, and opened a direct communication between 
the mineral. tract in Missouri and the Mississippi 
river, and all the bill provided for was a right of 
way. 

Mr. HOWELL had objections to the bill. The 
first was, thatit granted a greater width than wes 
given to other roads of the same character; and the 
next, and more important, was thatthe survey was 
not required to be made till the road was completed, 
which would have the effect thereby of suspending 
all the sales of the public lands in the immediate vi- 
cinity, or any where in the vicinity. Mr. H. would 
therefore suggest the propriety of so amending the 
billas to require the survey and location to be re- 
urned. as soon as made. oe 

Mr. HARDIN objected,to the billon another 
ground: its want of limitation as to the number of 


depots the company might construct. om the public ° 


lands; and he suggested its commitment to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole Fouse, and made that motion. 

Mr. BOON suggested that if the bill were com- 
mitted, it be recommitted to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

Mr. HARDIN accordingly made that motion. 

Mr. PARKS said a communication was expect- 
ed from the Postmaster Genera! on the subject of 
securing the transportation of the mails on those 
railroads; and he hoped no more bills granting right 
of way would be passed till then. 


Mr. HARDIN’S motion was then put and agreed | 


to, and the bill recommitted. 

Mr. STORER, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary. Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Ichabod Beardsley: read twice and committed. 

Mr. HANEGAN, on leave, presented a joint re- 
solution of the Legislature of Indiana, asking for 
an appropriation to. complete the public works at 
Michigan City, Indiana; which, on his metion was 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved a suspension of the 
rule, for the purpose of submitting a resolution 


changing the daily hour of meeting to -11 o'clock, ° 


A, M, lest. : : 

Mr. BEALE, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made an wnfavorable report on the peti- 
tion of Henry Thompson, praying for a pension; 
which was ordered to lie on the, fable. 

Mr. JANES, from the Committee on Reyolu- 
tionarr Pensions, made an unfavorable report on 
the petition of Anna Smith; which was ordered to 


lie on the table. - . l 
On. motion of Mr. THOMSON of Ohio, the 


Committee on Military Afairs was- discharged 


from the consideration of the petitition of Avgusta 
Caroban; and. the same was referred to the Com- 
mittee: on Invalid. Pensions. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, fiom “the Commitee © 
walid Pensions, made an unfavorable: report 
petition of Jonathan Herrick; which was ordered 
to He onthe tables 00 8 gr 4 ge a Oye ee? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee:on — 
Revolutionary Claims, made an unfavorable réport 
on the petition of George Allen; which was ordered 
to lie on: the table and be printed. os: yous APE 

On motion of Mr. MORGAN, the Committes:on 
Revolutionary Claims were discharged fromthe | 
‘further consideration of the petition. of Chioris 


Doughty, and the petition to lie on the tables: 


On metion of Mr. ADAMS, the: Cominitiee on 
Manufactures. was: discharged: from. the. further 
consideration of the petition of Sholteroslii.Von 
Shoulty, praying compensation for an improve- 
ment in the mode of manufacture and purifica- 
tion of salt; and the same was ordered to Jie on'the 
table. Cire Pay aes 

Mr. TURRILL, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made an unfavorable reporton- the 
petition of George Geortner; which was ordered: to 
lie on the table. gb EP a 

Mr. WEEKS, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made an unfavorable report upon 
the petition of Thomas Houghton and cthers, heirs 
of James Houghton; which was laid upon. the 
table. ; : 7 
FREEDOM OF ELECTIONS, 

The House then resumed the consideiation of the 
unfinished business, being the motion of Mr. BELL 
for leave to- introduce “‘a-bill to secure the freedom 
of elections.” : yii 

Mr. BELL said, that at the-the time the, Honse 
went to the orders of the day yesterday, she was 
making such a. statement in relation to thé charges 
contained in the preamble of the bill, as he thought 
was sufficient to show that they were not introduced 
merely upon report without any just foundation. 
He thought he had said enough to satisfy the House 
that these charges were not brought forward upon 
mere vague and idle rumors. Chen, sir, consider- 
ing that they must be taken to be well founded, he 
made an appeal at once to the honorable members 
of that House to say whether the charges were not 
of sufficient importance? whether, the. subject. was 
not of a nature to demand the most serious consi- 
deration of the Congress of. the United, States? 
and whether this session should be permitted to pass _ 
over without some determination being manifested 
in relation. to this subject. He knew at the same 

ime he assumed this tone of confidence, that 
there were gentlemen on that floor who. would an- 
dertake to justify some of the proecedings he had 
alluded to, upon a principle which he had thought 
proper to arraign, as an abuse;but he had the satis« 
faction of knowing that there were a very respecta- 
ble portion of gentlemen here connected with thase 
in power, who did not approve of certain principles 
which some of the political leaders of that party 
attempted to defend and justify; and under these ` 
circumstances, in the course of the remarks. he 
should submit, he expected and hoped to have..the 
patient attention and. favorable ear, even. of a 
large portion of those gentlemen: who ranked them- 
selves among the supporters of the party in power. 

Mr. E. wished, in advance, to answer, an objec- 
tion which he anticipated would arise as io time. 
He knew that the session must be brought to aclose 
in about thirty days, and many, honorabie. gentle- 
men would object. to. this. measure being brought 
forward at this time, when there was so much cther 
important business to- be: acted on; and when there 
was an entire. Presidential term to expire before the 
‘yeenrrence of another election; but Mr. B. would 
inform gentlemen that he regarded this as the only 
period when it was possible that a subject of this 
description could receive an impartial investigation 
‘and decision. It was his conyictien, from the ex- 
perience which he had had in the House, that this 
was the ime when the House could pass its 
impartial judgment on {his measure, and he. 
had. brought it to. the notice of the. House 
at as early a day as the rules. and. orders 
of the House would permit him. Beside this.there 
was a reason, in addition to. the importance 
of the subject, itself, why it should be acted on 
at present. We must recollect. that an election 
‘is just _pagsedy in which all the abuses anc , iregi- 
Jarities complained ‘of hav¢ been practiced. in, a 


me€nce in the Government, and that administration 
Was not committed as to the principles it was about 
toIntroduce; and the proposition now.brought for- 
ward could not be considered: as an: aitack upon 
that-administration. It was not to be considered as 
a charge and a fault upon the administration which 
"had not yet commenced, in practice, in relation to 
any of these abuses; and, for one, it should be his 
study, asian individual member of the House and 


citizen. of the Republic, to detect, as far as in his. 


power, what he considered an irregular. means of 
tinging the’ new. administration into power, and 
to give to every portion of the people the rights and 
privileges guarantied to them. He ‘was disposed 
the more to do this because he was satisfied that, 
until the elements of the opposition were considera- 
bly: changed, and the time should arrive:when there 
would be a new organization of parties, that any 
systematic opposition would prove unavailing: 
“He thought it must. have struck every intelligent 
and impartial individual in the country, that, no 
matter what was the cause, there was some malig- 
nant distemper deeply affecting. our political sys- 
tem. ‘Under all. former administrations he ‘knew 
„there had been much party excitement, charges of 
“ grossabuses, infringements on the Constitution, and 
violent: invective against persons connected with 
“the administration; yet he put it to gentlemen whe- 
ther there was not now a state of things existing 
throughout the country which was unknown at any 
former time: He thought he was right in affirm- 
‘ing that anew character was forming and attaching 
‘to the political institutions of the country: The 
Government was not now looked upon by indivi- 
-duals unconnected with it as it had been under for- 
‘mer administrations, He did not desire to consume 
ithe’ time’ of the House by: going into details, 
‘and. examining the causes which led to the 
-evils ‘complained of, but it seemed to him, and 
‘he thought it must have attracted the attention of 
“every: impartial ‘observer’ of events,’ that the abso- 
ite: power: of thé Government was concentiatéd in 
“one head, or in one hand of the Government; nor 
“was itany the Tess objectionable to him when that 
vabsolute power was exercised under the garb of 
being sanctioned by the people. He contended 
‘that, for all practical purposes, the whole power of 
the Government was concentrated in one depart- 
ment-of the Government. “He wos not prepared 
‘now.to say what progress’ towerds a revolution in 
‘the Government had* been effected; but it was evi- 
‘dent that a revolution in some sense had been com- 
“pleted. ‘He said he. had had the honor of having 
a seat on. that floor long enough, and had 
made annnal visits to and from~ the seat of 
< (Government often enough, tohave learned the 
; great changes which had taken place in. public 
ton this subject. When you hear stran- 


ge iting what will be the prohable course of 
‘polity of the Goverhment in regard to any particu- 
‘Jar tmheasure, ou hear them ingnire, as formerly, 


“What -will Congress doin Telation to this matter? 
or, How will the House of Representatives decide on 
‘ any question of interesi? ` These were formerly the 
inquiries which you met with; and members’ of 
that House could sit there, and ‘have opinions of 
their own upon all questions brought’ before them 
for decision. 
gentleman to answer, if these were’ the inquiries 


met with at present. No, sir: the inquiry ‘is -rot - 
“what will the House of Representatives, of what - 
“Will the Senate do? but what will the President do? ; 
what will the Executive do? what will Andrew Jacke. : 
‘son dot. He would proceed no further, except to- 
“make. the remark that it seemed to him that this sin- | 


“Rie incident wag sufficient to show that there had 


Now Mr. B: would ‘put it to any ` 


went of the people tobe a: Government. of the 
Executive. The Government was no longer & Go- 
vernment of three co-ordinate branches, each acting 
as a constitutional check upon the other; but it was 
a Government in -substance, in fact, and.in truth, 


concentrated in one. department, in one head, and. 


he regretted to say, with too much truth, that that 
head -was merely the head of a party. ee 

= Mr. B. said- there. had been, however, recently 
an illustrious -exception to the general rule.. He 
alluded to the celebrated deposite bill, which passed 


at the last: session of Congress This bill was the. 
only measure of any.: importance which had been ^ 


passed against the wish, and against the iniiuence, of 
‘the Executive, and he begged gentlemen toremember 
that this bill was only passed by opposing patronage 
to patronage, and money. to money, and by ar- 
Taying, in some sense, corruption against cor- 
ruption. The people of the States were ex- 
cited. to. desire. and demand a. more equal 
apportionment of the-spoils. 
ed a determination to secure to themselves, and to 
take from those in power the large surplus which 
had accumulated in the Treasury; and the moment 
this surplus was wrested from those in power, that 
moment did you see those gentlemen forward with 
propositions to get rid of thisrevenue. The gentle- 
men from North Carolina (Mr. McKay) was im- 
mediately upon his feet with a proposition to reduce 
the revenue to the wants of the Government. The 
whole party were up exhibiting their patriotism to 
reduce the revenue to the wants of the Government; 
and a gentleman from New York was using the 
greatest exertions to show that the moneys were 
going to corrnpt the States. | 

Mr. CAMBRELENG here moved that the House 
proceed to the orders of the day, which was agreed 
to. 

The bill from the Senate entitled “An act to ex- 
tend the limits of the Portof New Orleans,” was 
read a first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr. R. GARLAND ordered to a 
third reading to-morrow. . . 

The bill from the Senate to extend the jurisdic- 
tion of the district court of the United States for the 
District of Arkansas, was read iwice and commit- 
ted. 

@#The amendments of the Senate to the bill of the 
House for the. relief of Norman Holt were concur- 


-red in. 


The.amendments of the- Senate to the bill of the 
House, granting the right“ of. way to certain rail- 
roads in Florida; were- concurred in. 

The bill to change ‘the title of certain. officers of 
the Navy, was read a third time and passed. 

MILEAGE OF MEMBERS. 


The “bill to establish a more uniform rule of f 


computing the mileage and per diem compensation 
of members of Congress” coming up on its third 
reading: : 

Mr. WARDWELL asked the Speaker whether 
this bill must not-be committed to the Committee of. 
the Whole under the rules of the House, on ac- 
count of its making a charge upon the, Treasury. 


The Sprarer decided that the objection came 160° 


late. It ought to have been made before the bill 
was ordered to a third reading. 


Mr. WARDWELL then observed that he was - 


opposed to the bill in its presentshape. He had no 
interest in the matter. But he. was. unwilling to 
pass a Jaw to operate upon those who-should come 
after him and not operate upon himself. 

He was opposed to it also, because it was une- 
gual in its operation upon different members: In 


some instances, the mail route by land would be 
longer than the route by water, by which members 


always travel. : 
He had another objection. The bill before the 


House permits members to come into the District, 


and stay away from the business‘of the House the 


Whole session, and yet receive their pay. for every 
“day. of the session ; while those. who should go 
} “from: the District for a few days on account of sick- 


hess; or-any urgent business, would not receive it, 
The billis-wrong, and he would move to have it 
committed, for the purpose of amendment, were it 


The people manifest- | 


not for the. demonstrations the other day that so 
large a majority was in favor of it, with all its im- 
-perfections. ; 

Mr: SUTHERLAND had voted for the.bill. the 
other day, but he should have had no objection to 
see’ it modified. He said the compensation, be 
what it might, ought to be just, and proportionably 
equal, but the present bill was obviously imperfect. 
He agreed, also, with the gentleman from. New 
York, that they ought to passa law applying to 
themselves, and not magnanimously pass one bear- 
„ing upon their successors! : He was for-meting out 
justice, and beginning at home. He was tho- 
roughly convinced that those who wished to come 
back again ought not to wish for the passage of this 
bill, for the people would generally condemn it 
when they became acquainted with the facts. 

Mr. TURRILL inquired whether the commiitee 
nrmed in a bill was a joint committee? ‘ 

Tne SPEAKER replied that it was a joint com- 
mittee. - ` i 


Mr. TURRILL said so he snpposed. He did not . 


know that any thing he could say against this 
biH, in these times of popularity—seeking, on a 
small scale, would have much, if any effect; but as 
he had made up his mind to vote against thebill, 
he felt called upon to state one or two objections to 
it, in addition to those which have already been 
urged by his colleague, (Mr. Wardwell,) and the 
honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr 
Sutherland,) who has just taken his seat. This 
bill is intended. to” provide for eqitalising 
the mileage of members of this House. At 
the commencement of each session the bill 
requires that a committee shall be appointed to ex- 
amine into the honesty of members, and fix their 
mileage; and tt would seem that itwas apprehended 
that there might be a difficulty in finding members 
of this House possessing suficient integrity and ca- 
pacity to constitute this committee; for the bill pro- 
vides that you shall go to'the other branch. of the 
Legislature and call in three Senators to aid in this 
investigation of mileage, so asto prevent the three 
members of the committee selected from this House 
from allowing too much mileage to: the. Representa- 
tives. Sir, said Mr. T. if there. must be a commit- 
tee, let it be composed of members of this House. 
I am opposed to going to the Senate for any por- 
tion of it. Mr. T. thought that the mileage should 
be equalized if’ it could be done, and he was willing 
to have it adjusted by the Clerk of the. House, or 
the Sergeant-at-Arms, and each individual member, 
but he could not vote fora bill whichrequired each 
member of this House to be examined by a joint 


| committee in relation to his mileage. 


Mr. LANE said he had nothing to lose or gain 
by the passage of this bill, for his residence was so 
Situated that he could travel either by water or by 
stage from his own door.. It so happened that he 
could Jose nothing, retrospectively, by any of its pro- 
visions, for he had never lost a single day or hour 
since- he had the honor of being a member of 
that House, and that-he had charged his mile- 
age upon the nearestroute. He, however, con- 
sidered this bill, though not intended to be so a 
direct attack upon the Western members; and he 
went on to show the inconveniencies that would be 
attendant on compelling members to travel by the 
mail] route in the Western States, especially where 
the mails were transported only on horseback. It 
was enough if members travelled by the usual travel- 
ling route. If it was so amended as to require 
members to travel by the most direct mail route, 
where the mail was carried iu stages, he would then 
be better pleased with the bill, as it regarded others: 

Mr. CLAIBORNE. of Mississippi ‘stated that 
in travelling the river route he and his colleague, 
and the members from Louisiana, did travel by the 
regular mail route, for the mail-descended and came 
up the Mississippi. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina, contended 
that those who lived at the greatest Western dis- 
tance, were best off, and made most money, on 
account of. the facilities of river travel, indepen- 
dent of the éase and comfort of being ‘on board a 
Steamboat. Mr. T. went into-a detail of the pre- 
seùt inequalities of the mode of charging, 

Mr, BOON had voted for the engrossment of this 
bill, and at that time it was his intention to haye 
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voted also for its fnal passage, but on a re-exami- 
nation of it, and after having heard what he had, a 
radical change had taken place in his. determina- 
tion. .The bill proposed one thing with regard to 
members charging their own mileage, which was 
done at present, viz: that each member should cer- 
tify. . So did cach member now. If, however, any 
change was to be wrought, let them bring it about 
first on themselves, and not enact a Buncombe 
measure, to bear only on those who were to come 
alter them. He preferred it should lie over till the 
commencement of the next Congress. 

Mr. CRAIG stipported the bill, and briefly re- 
plied to Mr. LANE and others. ‘The extraordinary 
facilities for travelling of lale years rendered the 
change proposed by the bill absolutely indispensa- 
ble. 

Mr. MANN of New York, after a few remarks, 
showing the imperfections of the bill, moved to 
commit it to a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. RENCHER (who originally reportcd the 
bill) entered into a general argument in defence of 
its several provisions. 

Mr. PARKER expressed his satisfaction with 
the bill, and his intention to vote for it. The im- 
provements in travelling required a. total revision of 
the mode of charging; and the bill proposed nothing 
more than fixing a fair and equal ratio. So far 
from the provisions of the bill going too far, he 
would have voted for it if some of them had gone 
still farther. 

Mr. CALHOON of Kentucky, contended that, 
by a fair construction of the law, members were 
justified in travelling the route usually taken by 
ninety-nine ont of one hundred of the travelling 
community, The fact was well known to those ac- 
quainted with the geography of the western coun- 
try ihat, if members were invariably required 
to travel by the nearest route, they would be una- 
ble, at inclement seasons of the year, to go by that 
route. He should vote against the bill, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG designated this as a poor 
miserable dish, brought forward year after year, and 
although charges were not directly made, they were 
made inthe most obnoxicus form, for they were 
implied charges, and the impression went abroad 
that members tock more than they were en- 
titled to, Though. Mr. C. had himself come to 
the conclusion that no member had ch 1 
more than he had a right to charge under 
the construction put. upon the law by all the pre- 
siding officers of the House for the last twenty 
years, yet he hoped ihe Housé would make at 
least one effori to get rid of the subject. Fe hoped, 
therefore, the hill would pass with all its imperfec- 
tions, many as they had been described to be, upon 
its head. 

Mr. PATTON hoped the bill would be commit- 
ted; for if it were, he would move a proviso that 
no representative or delegate to Congress should be 
allowed ‘to receive a sum exceeding the rate-of 
eight dollars aday, from the cnd of one session to 
the time of taking his seat at another. It was sus- 
cep of proof from the journals, that such had 
been the case heretofore. 

Mr. YELL said the members from the West, at 

ne, not only went the route laid down 
given to the la 


© 


y the mail route, they would 
ze part of the way, for t 
nt in that State. 
levelled at the Western 


Tae tact wes the bi 
States and ' 
tinually made upon the ost, the day 3 
far distant when this spot would be a howling wil- 
derness, for in less than twenty years the seat of the 
General Government would be removed west of 
the mountains, If, however, western gentlemen 
were getting too much, let the wages be reduced. 
He therefore moved that the Committce of the 


as 


Whole he instructed to report that the per diem 
compensation be reduced to six dollars a day, and 
that che same committee be also. instructed to in- 
quire into. the expediency and necessity of remoy- 
ing the seat of Government to some eligible point 
on the Ohio or Mississippi rivers. 

Mr. ANTHONY remarked that they “had con- 
sumed nearly the whole day in the discussion of 
this bill, and as he had very little doubt but that 
every member had made up his mind how he would 
vote; therefore, to test the sense of the House whe- 
ther the discussion should be continued, he moved 
the previous question. 

The House refused to second the motion—ayes 
71, noes 73; and the question recurring on the in- 
structions moved by Mr. YELL, 

hy Mr. HANNEGAN made an earnest opposition 
to the general provisions of the bill, showing how 
unequally it bore upon the members of the West 
and other parts of the country. ' He explained that, 
though once in favor of removing the seat of Go- 
vernment, he was so no longer, for he did not desire 
the noble and generous soil of the West to be con- 
taminated. He himself had always charged by 
the direct land route. He inquired if any member 
had ever deducted a dollar for lost time. 

Mr. HAWKINS said he had, to a very conside- 
rable amount. 

Mr. BROWN moved to lay the bill and instruc- 
tions on the table, and asked for the yeas and nays 
on his motion, which were ordered; and the ques- 
tion being taken, was decided in the negative—yeas 
58, nays 128. i 

The House refusing to lay the bill on the table, 
the question then recurred npon the motion to com- 
mit the bill with instructions. . 

Mr. PARKS moved that the Honse adjourn, 
bat withdrew it, to enable the Speaker to present 
the following message in writing from the President 
of the United States: 


To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

In compliance with the resolution of the House 
of Representatives of the 17th instant, I transmit a 
report from the Secretary of State, together with 
the documents by which it was accompanied. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

{The report of the Secretary encloses a corres- 
pondence showing the relations subsisting between 
the United States and Mexico; and also additional 
information on the condition of ‘Vexas.} 

The message having been read: 

Mr. HOWARD moved to refer it with the ac- 
company ing documents, to the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs, and that they be printed. 

Mr. BOYD moved to add an instruction to that 
committee to report a resolution acknowledging the 
independence of Texas. 

Mr. VINTON moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. CLAIBORNE, of Miss. asked for the yeas 
and nays, but the House refused toorder them, and 
the motion prevailing without a division, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, January 27, 1837. 

A. message was received from the President of 
the United States by Mr. Axpnew Jackson, jr: his 
secretary, transmitting certain papers from the 
War Department, relative to the improvement of 
prunswick Harbor, in Georgia; which were refer- 
red to the Committee on Commerce. 

The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the Treasury Department, fransmitting, in compli- 
ance with the resolution. of the Senate of the 18th 
inst. a report from the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, showing the amount of moneys re- 
ceived for the sales of the public lands fer each 
month during the year 1836, and the amount ef 
charges: for transporting specie from the several 
land offices to the deposite banks: referred to the 
Commitiee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. : 

Mr, GRUNDY observed that yesterday the Sna- 


tors from the State of Michigan were admitted to 
ther seats; and as the Constitution required- that 
they should be placed in their appropriate classes, 
he supposed that this. had better be donë at once, 
He would, therefore, submit a resoiution, and ask 
for its immediate adoption. Mr. .G. then submit- 
ted the following resolution, which was considered 
and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Senate proceed. to ascertain 
the classes in which the Senators from the State of 
Michigan shall be inserted, in conformity with the 
resolution of the 14th May, 1789. E i 

: Mr. GRUNDY observed, that before su Dynan 
the motion to carry the resolution into effect, a 
word of explanation would perhaps be necessary. 
There were, according to the Constitution, three 
classes of Senators; and there was an equal number 
of each, until the coming in of the Senators fram 
Arkansas; but one of them drawing number one, 
and the other number three, of course there was 
more of these numbers than of number two, This 
he had in view in drawing, up the motion, and by 
providing that numbers two and three only shall be 
drawn, the inequality would be lessened. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, it was 

Ordered, That the Secretary put into the ballot 
box two papers of equal size, one of which shall be 
numbered two, and the other shall be a blank, and 
each Senator shall draw out one paper; that the 
Senator who shalldraw the paper number two shall 
be inserted in the class of Senators whose terms of 
service will expire on the 3d day of March, 1839; 
that the Secretary then put into the ballot box two 
papers of equal size, oneof which shall be nuinber- 
ed one, and the other shall be numbered threa, and 
the other Senator shall draw owt one paper; that it 
the paper drawn be number one, the Senator shall 
be inserted in the class of Senators whose terms 
of service willexpire the third day of March, 1837; 
and if the paper drawn be number three ‘the Sena- 
tor shall be inserted in the class of Senators whose 
terms of service will expire the third day of March, 
1841. 

In pursuance .of the above order, Messrs. Nor- 
VELL and Lyon proceeded to draw ballots for their 
respective classes, when, Mr. Lyoy drawing num- 
ber two, was classed with the Senators whose terms 
of service expire on the Slof March, and 
Mr. Noave ye drawing number taree, was í 
with the Senators whose terms of service ex 
the 3d of March, 184] 

The VICE PRESIDENT notified the Crate that 
he ‘vould vacate his seat to-morrow. 

Mr. WEPSTER presented the petition of Gvor; e 
Law, administrator of George Smith; whieh was 
referred to the Commiltce on Finance. Also, the 
petition of a number of citizens of Perry, Genesce 
county, praying for an appropriation for the im. 
provement of the Alleghany river: referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. . y 

Mr. CLAY presented the memcrial of a number 
of citizens of the District of Columbia, st ' that 
they had, a number ef years past, formed an asso- 
ciation for colonizing free negroes with their own 
consent on the coast of Africa; that mauy dong- 
tions had been made to thera in money and in 
lands, which I of property they could nut 
render availab quence of thelr net 
having a charter, and praying for an act of incor- 
poration to enable them to hold and convey real 
estate. Mr. C. moved to refer this memorial to 


pire on 


pie Committee on the District of Cr'umbias 
Mr. CALHOUN regretted that the Senatcr from 


fit to present this memorial, 


Kentucky ha 
and deprecated any t 
subject, which he thought would rstoer tend to 
crease than to allay tha, excitement which } 
been produced by an injudicious intercerc 
a cuestion of much delicacy. He didn t 
to -oppose the reference of the memorial, but he 
indulged the ‘hope that the committee wouid see 
the propriety of not acting on it during this session, 


ig 
p 
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“oto ameliorate the present condition ef 


ave been any expression, even in a modifed fora, 
in opposition to the object whiclr the memiorialists 
desire to attain.” ‘The day wovld come, ‘he would 
venture tó predict, when’ the peop'é living in all 
portions of this vast continent, would beceme con- 
verts to, the “American colonization scheme, and 
become convinced-of its utility, and the’ humane 
principles. by: which it is characterized in striving 
the African 
race : ‘ 

The object, then, of the memorialists was to send 
free negroes, with their own voluntary consent, to 
Liberia. They do not desire to touch any interest 
nor any property-—to affect no tight of any citizen 
here, or in the States. ‘The memorialists.come here 
and tell the Senate that many donations have. been 


_ made to them, from to time, both in land and mo- 


othe movements of the aboli 


‘from: Kentucky would not, 


ney, and it was.of the highest importance that such 
an-acl as they applied for shculd for should be 
granted. . Tle might remind the Senate of a dona- 
tion-that was. given the Cclonization Society by one 
of the. best and greatest men. this country had ever 
produced—he meant the iate venerable ex-Presi- 
dent Madison. Ye bequeathed the donation (on 
acoount-of there not being in existence snech an act 
as. these memorialists pray for) to Mr. Guriey, for 
the benefit of the society. Although, in the present 
case, the trusi was faithfully executed, in other 
cases it might not be; hence, therefore, the memo- 
rialists ask for an act of incorporation, in order that 
they can receive what may be given them. ‘Now, 
the object was dear, was interesting, was just, was 


natural, and he could not but express his hope that 


an act of incorporation would be granted them. 

-Mr, CALHLOUN, after some remarks in reply to 
Mr CLAY; said that from the first to the last he 
had been under the impression that any interference 
withe objects of this society bythe General Govern- 
ment would not only be unconstitutional, but would 
have the most mischievous effects. fe would re- 
mind the Senator from Kentucky, who had men- 
tioned the late Mr. Madison as one of the friends 
of the Colonization Society, that that great states- 
man was-so strict in his notions as.to the granting 
of charters by the General Government, that he had 
vetoed the act of Congress incorporating a church 
in. Alexadria. . The Senator from Kentucky must 
know. that great diversity.of opinion existed among 
the wisest and best men of the country as to the 
ultimate good to be effected by this society; and 
that the. prevailing opinion of the great body of the 
people of the souta was against. it. Nine-tenths of 
the Southern peoply-at least, said Mr. C. were op- 
posed to any interference with tae objects of his 
soeiely: by the General Government. 7 

Mr. WALKER did not intend to disenss, ar 
agitate the question at this irae. He would only 
slate that, among the unforginate consequences 
which had been produced in Mississippi, owing to 


Mists, was the un 
popularity of the Colonization Society, which pre- 
viously, on the conirary, had been extremely popu- 
lar. "There were many individuals in. that State 
who had been very beneficent contributors to it, but 
who now were opposed to it, He thought, there- 
fore, that the present was a mosi unfortunate 
period for the agitation of tlds question, not only as 
regarded, the country, but fur the ultimate snécess 
‘of the Colonization Sociciy. Ile hoped the Senator 

‘ : under these circum- 
stances, press the subject for the cc eration of 
Congress... : At some more auspicious time, when 
the agitation of the abolitionists shall have subsided, 
and when, foo, the country could. look. unbiassed 
at the request ofthe - remorialists, then would be 
the more appropriate period to uree the matter. 

Mr. CLAY replied, that he should be extremely 
happy if he could reeoncile. it to his’sense of duty 
‘to conform to the wishes of the Senator from Mis- 
ippi, (Mr. Walker,) but after much. reflection 
he was satisfied that it his duty to present the 


mëmorial, and to advocate the reference he- had 
eSenator in thinking, 


proposed. He agreed wi 
that whatever of nupopula 
to this Colonization Se sively” 
from the acts of the abe and he would 
take this occasion. to say, that as far as be unde 7- 
stcod their objects, they were just as much opposed 


ty that had beer 


Mr. CLAY regretted extremely that, there should 


i 


to the Colonization Sdciety as to the slaveholders of 
the South; denouacing it and imputing motives to 
it which did noi -and in fact assailing it in 
every possible-form. With regard to the veto of 
Mr. Madison, alluded to by the Senator from South 
Carolina, it would be recollected that it was made 
on the grounds that the act was to incorporate a 
religious association, which Mr. Madison supposed 
would come in conflict with that provision of the 
Constitution which declares, that: Congress shall 
make no law respecting the establishment of reli- 
gion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof. 

| Mr. C: doubted the accuracy of. the opinions of 
the Senator froni South Carolina, as to the opposi- 
tion of the Sonth to the- colonization society. Of 
the slaveholding States, he was well assured thata 
majority of the people of Virginia, Maryland, Ken- 
tucky, and Tennessee, and North Carolina, were 
in favor of its objects. He did not know bat that 
the people of South Carolina atid Georgia were 
opposed to it, and he could not speak as to Ala- 
bama; but the Senator from Mississippi had just 
assured them. that this society was highly popular 
in-his State, until the excitement produced by the 
abolitionists had brought it into discredit: 

Mr. BUCHANAN rose to make a.suggestion 
to the Senator from Kentucky, and that was, that, 
if an act of incorporation be granted atail, it must 
not be confined in its operation to the District of 


Columbia, it must go to the extent of the whole | 


Union. It appeared to him (Mr. B.) that this was 
not a proper subject to be referred to the : commit- 


tee on the District of Columbia, which was a Com- , 


mittee having a great deal of business to attend to, 
though not of a character of such general impor- 
tance as wasconnected with this memorial. Te 
should, therefore, think it would be better to have a 
special committee on this question. ‘The gentle- 
man from Kentucky understood the matter perfect- 
ly well, and should be placed at the head of it, and 
could bring forward such a proposition as would 
would meet general approbation. He, (Mr. Buck- 
anan) therefore move that the memorial be referred 
to a select committee. 5 


Mr. CLAY observed that he understood the sub- 


ject, and had determined to make his proposition 
as free from objection as possible; and, therefore, 
he limited the powers of the act of incorporation to 
this District only. He was perfectly aware that 
to attempt to give it a general character, so that 
the society might establish branches here and there, 
a constitutional question would arise. He hoped 
the Senator from Pennsylvania. would withdraw 
his motion. for.a select coramittee. He (Mr. ©.) 
did. himself doubt whether Congress. had the 
power to pass. an act of incorporation which 
should have powers beyond the District of Colum- 
bia. But as to the memorial, he would say that, as 
it came from -the District of Columbia, the proper 
reference wes to the committee having charge of 
its affairs, to which it might be sent; and he 
that it would report a bill as speedily as px 
Tie hoped gentlemen wouid-not postpone the con- 
sideration of the subject. 

Mr. CALIIOUN conceived that the Senator 
from Pennsylvania had taken the proper view of 
this question. He thought, too, that it should be 
referred-to a select committees. The Senator from 
_ Kentucky and himself viewed the subject in a very 
diferent point of view. A mysterious Providence 
had brought the black and the white people to- 
gether from different parts of the globe, and no hu- 
man power could now separate them. The 
whites are an European race, being masters; 
and the Africans are the inferior race, and 
slaves. He believed that they could exist among 
us peaceably enough, if undisturbed, for all 
time; and it was his opinion that the Colo- 
nization Soeiely, and all the other schemes which 
had'been gotten up through mistaken notions of 
philanthropy, in order to bring about an alteration 
In the condition of the African, had a wrong foun- 
dation, and was calculated to disturb the existing 


relations between the two races, and the relations 


between the North and the South. He knew the 
Senator from Kentucky viewed the subject in a 
very ‘different light, for he had stated on many oc- 
casions the opinions he held. He (Mr. C.). be- 
lieved that-the very existence cf the South de- 


-morial should be referred to a 


pended upon the existing relations being kept up» 
and that every scheme which might be introduced, 
having for its object an al u the condition 
of the negro, was pregnant with danger and ruin. 
Tt wasa benevolent object, and highly desirable that 
the blessings of civilization and christianity should 
be introduced into benighted Africa; but this was 
a Government of limited powers, and had no more 
to.do with free negroes than with slaves; and if 
Africa was to be christianized and civilized, he 
hoped it would not be done by this Government 
acting beyond its constitutional powers. It wasa 
maiter of little importance to him, whether the me- 
elect committee, 
or to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. PRESTON expressed his hope that the me- 
morial might be sent to the Committee on the Dis- 
wiet. 

Mr.STRANGE said that he should be compelled 
to yote against the reference of the memorial to any 
commiitee whatsoever.. He coincided in opinion 
with both the Senators from South Carolina, that 
were an act of incorporation passed, its effects 
wouid be co-cxiensive with the Union itself. And 
he should deprecate more the location of a society 
at luis point than at any other, because of its com- 
manding position, and on account of its indicating 
the right of Congress to interfere with so delicate 
and important a subject. Itwas impossible to -be 
ṣo obtuse as not to see that this society, with its 
Briareus arms, would not exercise a great influ- 
ence over the interests of the Southern country. 
What would be its effects, but to hold out to the 
slave population to become free? He meant ac- 
cording to the laws of the country in which they 
live. "Phey did not generally desire freedom, in 
their degraded condition, and most of the slaves 
preferred living m that condition, But when an 


inducement was held out to them, it was done to 


make them discontented with the situation in which 
God had placed them. He had been opposed to 

the Bank of the United States, because he believed 

Congress had no power to grant a charter, out of 

the District of Columbia; and for the same .reason, 

nearly, he was now also opposed to granting an act 

of incorporation to the Colonization. Society in this - 
District, because, in its very nature, its operations 

could not be confined to it solely. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, after a few remarks, said, 
that no gentleman could look upon this question 
without perceiving that it involved one of the great- 
est constiiutional questions that could possibly be 
Simply to charter the Co- 

District of Columbia? 
the members of this so- 

on, säd is it not its 
a? Did not 
, through its 
re to be ex- 
t benevolent 


tue 


an 


YB, are not 
ciety scattered al! ever ine 
object to establish an empire in A 
the gentleman from Kentucky say t 
means, civilization and chri 
tended over Africa? These wer 
and praiseworthy objects, Mz: said, and he 
hoped they might succeed; buthe would ask, were 
these grand objects. to be referred to the Committee 
on the ‘District of Columbia, constituted, as it was, 
to take charge of the local interests of this ten miles 
square? Iie could not think that this was a proper 
question for the consideration of the District Com- 
mittee; but it would be an appropriate subject. of 
consideration for the Committe: on ihe Judiciary, 
th was constituted to t mizance of ques- 
ms involving constinition Desirous, how- 
ever, to have as much light as possible on this sub- 
ject, and knowing that the Senator from Kentucky 
was perfectly well acquainted with. it, he would 
greatly prefer referring the memorial to a select 
committee, of which that tleman shoukl be the 
head, in order that the publi 
by the able report that he wou 

could not be dene, he thopght it ought to be sent to 
the standing committee, which had a peculiar 
charge ever constitutional questions. 

Mr. CLAY said-the argument of the honorable 
Senator from Pennsylvania was founded upon the 
hypothesis that ine operations of this society were 
not to be confined to the District of Columbia, but 
were to be co-exlensive with the Union. It should 
be recollected, however, that the memorialists did 
not come here to ask for any legalization of their 
operations, for they could goon, as they. had - 


power now, they did not ask the aid of Congress to 
carry on their operations in. that respect at all. 
The error into which the gentleman had fallen 
was, in not limiting his views to this single fact— 
that the memorialists asked Congress to grant them 
simply the power to receive and to hold property 
bestowed upon them by voluntary benevolence. 

Mr. BUCHANAN wished to ask the Senator 
from Kentucky cne question. If a charter was 
granted by Congress to this society in the: District 
of Columbia, would not the whole society be there- 
by organized?’ Would not’ the presidents and ofi- 
cers of the auxiliary societies act in obedience to 
this society here? Fie could not (Mr. B. said) con- 
ceive of two distinct societies. 

Mr. CLAY could not say as to the officers of the 
auxiliary societies; but the actual corporators 
would be residents ef the District of Columbia. 
Mr. SERANGE would say one word in reply to 
t suggestion of the Senator from Kentucky. 
e society was efficient, without legislation, why 
did they desire something else? And that brought 
to his mind all the consequences growing out of a 
society of that character. If it required to be le- 
galized, he would deprecate the consequences of 
that legalization. Tt was apparent that they could 
not get along so well without legislation, as with it. 
He was opposed to lending them any assistance at 
all; for, if Congress granted them simply the pow- 
ers they asked, it would be doing nothing less than 
to lend their countenance to the first step of a great 
system pregnant with evil to southern interests. 
He did not doubt that the gentlemen who brought 
forward this propdsition were sincere, and that the 
Colonization Society were actuated by benevolent 
motives; but, nevertheless, he was unwilling to aid 
them by legislation, fer the reasons which he had 
already statecd. 

Mr. RIVES remarked that, as he had made up 
his mind to vote for the reference of this memorial 
to tke Committee on the District of Columbia, he 


did not wish ‘to be considered as expressing any ` 


opinion that the objects of this society could be 
accomplished by the aid of Congress. While he 
did not believe that it was competent for Congress 
to incorporate any society whose objects extended 
beyond the limits of the District, and were co- 
extensive with the Union, he was yet disposed to 
vote for the reference, on the assumption that the 
acts of this society were to be confined to the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. KING of Alabama. felt very unwilling that 
the memorial should be referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia, for it Was general in 
ils character, as many gentlemen seemed to think, 
and that was ‘to his mind the very reason why it 
should not be seut to this committee, whose duty 
was to attend to business connected only with the 
ten miles sgu and to guard the rights of the 
people living within that space. 
pable that no corporate body of this character 
could he established here without affecting the 
whole Union. Why did not the society, instead of 
coming to Congress for. an act of incorporation, 
apply to some of the States of the Union. Their 
object was clear; and he could not but regard this 
as an entering wedge to more extended operations, 
and it should be frustrated at once. He had. never 
thrown any obstacle in the way of what he con- 
sidered prais hy and meritorious on the part 
of the -Coloni m Society; but it was not the 
duty of Congress to lend them any assistance. Me. 
K. concluded by moving that the memorial be laid 
on the table. 

‘The memorial was then 
24, noes 12. 


laid on the table—ayes 


Mr. NILES presented the petition of Ezra Chap- 
referred to the Committee on Rev- 


man; which w 
, olutionary Claims. 

~ Mr. EWING of Ohio presented the memorial of 
sundry citizens of Ohio, praying for the removal of 
the land office in the Piqua district from Leonia to 
Franconia: referred to the Committe on Public 
Lands. ` 


Mr. KING of Georgia presented the memorial 


Having, then, got that. 


It was quite pal- - 
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of’ Charles Gay and James R. Butts, praying to be 
authorized to import free of duty two. iron steam- 
boats, in detached parts, with the necessary ma- 
chinery, &c. referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BAYARD presented the memorial of sun- 
dry citizens of Wilmington, praying for a further 
appropriation for the improvement of Christiana 
river, and for the construction of a harbor at the 
mouth of the same: referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr, TOMLINSON presented the petition of Sa- 
rah Addison; which was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. RIVES presented the petition of John Ro- 
berts, praying for interest on a commutation claim; 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Mr. DAVIS presented some additional papers in 
support of the petition of the owners of the Nan- 
tucket Steamboat company; which were referred 
to the Committee on the Post Omice and Post 
Roads, i 

Mr. NORVELL presented the memorial of the 
Legislature of Michigan, praying that measures 
may be taken for the removal of certain Indian 
tribes from that State: referred tothe Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Also, a memorial from the same, praying for 
an appropriation for the. removal of obstructions 
from Saginaw river, and thai Lower Saginaw m ay 
be made a port of entry: referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. N. gave notice thathe would, to-morrow, 
ask leave to bring in a bill for the relief of James 
Witherall. . 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
the legal representatives of John K. Bulow, de- 
ceased; which was read, and ordered toa second 
reading. ` 

Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Andrew 
Armstrong; which was read, and ordered to a se- 
cond reading. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill forthe relief of Catharine Carlisle 
Read; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading, 

Mr. WRIGHT said the Committce on Finance, 
to which had been referred, by a resolution of the 
Senate of the 19th day of December last, so much 
of the annual message of ‘the President as relates 
to the reduction of the revenue to the wants of 
ine Government, had directed him to report 
the folowing Dill; and, as the bill was not 
accompanied by any written report, he hoped 
he should he indulged by the Senate in a very con- 
cise statement of some of the principles and views 
which had governed the action of the committee. 
Tt was not his purpose to debate the bill at this pe- 
riod, but merely to state its contents, and the foun- 
dations upon which it rested. 

A BILL to alter and amend the several acts im- 
posing duties upon imports. 

Beit enacted, &e. That, from and after the 30t!: 
day of June, in the year of our Lord 1837, in addi- 
tion to the articles exempted. from the payment of 
duty by the various revenue laws of the United 
States now existing and in force, the articles. kerc- 
after named in this section of this act. imported in- 
to any collection district of the United States; shall 
be admitted free of duty, viz: 

Floor maiting, usually made of flags, or other 
materials; square wire, used for the manufacture of 
stretchers for umbrellas, and cat in pieces not ex- 
ceeding the length used for stretchers; aquafortis, 
Brazil pebble, prepared for spectacles; crystals for 


watches, diamonds for glaziers, dressed furs, em- 
broidery, all articles composed wholly or chiefly of 
gold, jewelry, gold and silver laces, muriatic acids, 
bicromate cf potash, cromate of potash, prussiate of 
potash, chronometers, tartaric acids, barley, straw 
or grass baskets, conposition, wax, or amber beads, 
all other beads not otherwise enumerated in the cx- 
isting laws, Prussian blue, bolting cloths, shell or 
paper boxes, bricks, hair or palm-leaf brooms, but- 
ton moulds, calomel, carbonate of soda, cashmere 
of Thibet, corrosive sublimate, down of all kinds, 
feathers for beds, gold leaf, hair bracelets, hair, not 
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lampblack, lirien pade 


made up for head dresses, 
ding, (if not Suitable for cotton bagcing,) sul- 
phate of magnesia, mustard, salad oil, almond’ 
paste, perfumes, pickles, perfumed hair-powder, 
tooth-powder, sulphate of quinine, Rochelle salts, 
fossil and crade mineral salt, fancy or perfumed 

shaving and other soaps, including Windsor, ‘and 

washbalis, emetic tartar, builing tiles, paving tiles, 

washes, otto of roses, oil of lemon, oil of bergamot,’ 
esseniial oil of rose, oll of carraway, oil of lavei- 

der, oil of rosemary, cosmetics, anti-corrosive 

lithic paints, linen tape, sextants, quadrants, tele- 
Scopes, and glasses for seXtants, quadrants, and 
telescopes, gold, silver, and precious stones, hair 
cloth and hair seating, indigo, cotton and thread 

laces, manufactured and prepared ‘quills, common 

tinned and japanned saddlery, china and porcelain 

wares, earthen and stone wares, watches of ail 

kinds, and parts of watches, silver and plated ware, 

worsted yarn, blankets, the value not exceeding 

seventy-five cents each, vinegar, olive oil, teas ef 
all kinds, chocolate, Cayenne pepper, cigars, bris- 

tles, corks, copper rods and bolts, copper nails and 

spikes, books, printed pricr to 1775, books in other 

languages than Greek, Latin, and English, glass 

bottles, demijohns, common salt,. anchovies and 

sardines, ground and polished locking-glass plates, 

silvered and unsilvered. eo 

Bec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, frem and 
after the thirtieth day of June, in the year: 1637, 
the duties now by law chargeable upon all wines 
and all spirits made of vinous materials imported 
into the United States, shall be reduced one-half, 
and from and after that day no more than one-half 
the rates of daty now chargeable upon any wines 
and spirits made of vinous materials of any country 
shall be assessed or collected. ; 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That when it 
shall be satisfactorily proved to the Secretary of the 
Treasury that any iron, imported for the construc. 
tion of the huds of iron steamboats, his been ac- 
tually applied to the construction of the hull of any 
such iron steamboat, and that the boat to which any 
such iron has beer applied is completed and fitted . 
for use in navigation, he may allow a drawback of 
the duty on such iron so actually and permanently 
applied, or, if the duty shall have been paid, he may 
refund the same, any thing in any act to the con- 
trary notwithstanding: Provided, 'Thstno iron shali 
be considered as imported for the construction of 
the hulls of iron steamboats but such as is fitted 
and prepared for that use without further manu- 
facture, and that nothing in this act shall be so con- 
strued as to e n duty the engines, boilers, 
and othe 3 to $e used in any such 
iron steamboat. ; 

Sec. 4. Add be it further enacted, hat whenever 
the bonds given for the duties upon the importation 
of any such iron shall become due and payable be- 
fore the said iron can be actually and permanently 
applied to the construction of any such iron steam- 
boat, in the manner required by the last preceding 
section, the Secretary of the ‘Treasury shail be, and 
he is hereby, authorized to extend the time for the 
payment cf so much of any such bonds as shall be 
equal to tie drawbaek to which the obligor or obli» 
gors may be entitled: Provided, “Phat noe extension 
of time for the payment of any portion of any such 
bond shali exceed the period of two years from the 
date of the importation of the iron oh the 
rightof drawback is claimed in pursnance of this 
act. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all arti- 
cles made free from duty by the provisions of the 
first section of this act, and all wines and spirits 
made from vinous materials the duties upon which 
are reduced by the provisions of the second section 
of this act, from and after the thirtieth day of June 
next, which shall be imported into the United States 
before the said lasi-mentioned day, and shall be put 
into the custem-house stores, under the bond of the 
importer or owner, and shall remain under th con- 
trol of the proper officer of the customs until the, 
said thirtietly day of June next, shall be free, or snb- 
ject to no higher rate of duty than is imposed by 
this aet: Provided, ‘That no such articles or proper- 
ty shall be deposited-in the custom-house stores ex- 
cept in the original packages, bales, boxes, bags, 
casks, cases, or bottles, as imported, ~ 


y, was to 
be‘ Gonsidered ‘as conmmitting that member cf the 
. Coinmittee, or as expressing his views upon _the im- 
portant: and interesting questions involved. The 
very late arrival in the city of another member of 
the committee had-prevented him from partaking 
fully in their deliberations. The bill, therefore, is 
to be received rather as the conclusions and recom- 
mendations of a bare majority of the committee 
than of the whole committec, and it was his duty 
‘further to add, that what he should how say would 
< be more the expression of his private views, and 
the motives and opinions which had govenied his 
action, than any thing he had been either autho- 
rized or directed by the committee to say. 
‘The reference was general, and applied to the 
whole revenue of the country. This revenue, or, 
more properly speaking, the receipts into the Trea- 
sury, consists of two parts, the money derived from 
the duties imposed upon importations, which is re- 
venue proper, and the receipts from the sates of 
the public lands, which is, in fact, capital, and not 
revenue. The committee, upon their first view of 
the reference, considered this last branch of the 
subject, the receipts from lands, more properly to 
belong to another standing committee of the Senate 
the Committee on Public Lands. Indeed, at the 
very time of the reference, they knew that the sub- 
ject of the reduction of the amount of money flow- 
ing into the public Treasary from the sales of the 
public lands was under consideration before that 
committer; and very seon after this reference to 
the Committee on Finance, and} it- 
tee had made it a subject of deliberat 
mittee on Public Lands reported to ‘the Senate a 
bill, having for its. object the reduction of this 
branch of the receipts inta the’ public Treasury. 
‘That bill was, long since, taken up for action in the 
Senate, and has, for many days now last past, oc- 
cupied the principal time and attention of the body. 
The Committee on Finance, therefore, have not, 
at any time, considered that branch ‘of the refer- 
encé before them for their action, or that they have 
been, at any period since the reference, at liberty 
“to oonsider-and act upon it. è 
Mr. W. said, another conclusion of his own 
mind, and one he believed existing also in the minds 
of his colleagues upon the committee who were 
present and acting, was, that if Cong by ‘any 


legislative action, at ifs present aud re- 
duce the receipts dato the ' ibe wauis of 
the: Government, the most imp nt measures to 


reach that object must relate to t 
reduce the receipts from that sov 
clusion was founded upon the amou: 
from that source for the last two years. 
ceipts, for the years 1835 and 1836, cow 
‘gether, had amounted to between thirty-e 


: ight and 
thirty-nine m lions of dollars, he did not know bat 
fallthirtyming millions; a sum which exceeded 


the usual estimate of the wan 3 
the two years mentioned. If, then, every dollar of 
the revenue from customs were instantly repeale 
and the receipts fróra the lands were to contint 
the rates of the-last year, there would still be a sur- 
plus in the Treasury, or the expenses of the Go- 


vernment must be swollen béyond thé amount 
which is considered.economical and: desirable. It 


was, therefore, impossible to apply aa efficient anc 
adequate remedy for the existing evilof a redun- 
dant revenue by any reduction of the revenue from 
customs. ‘Ihe receipts from the lands was the seat 
ofthe evil, and to that quarter the great ‘and com- 
manding remedies must be directed. y 
tec hoped and believed, during the whole of their 
deliberations, that Congress would pass the neccs- 
sary Jaws, during its present session, to lop this 
Branch of our pulic receipts, and to relieve the 
National Treasury from the cangerous plethora 
how weighing upon it from that source. Mr. W. 


The commit- 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


said he'yet entertained that hope, and “his. action 
upon thé interesting and important subject ofa re- 
duction of our revenue from the customs had been 
influenced by that hope and belief. ` f 

Thus confined, as the committee. believed they 
were, to a consideration of the reduction of the du- 
ties upon cistoms, another principle which actuat- 
ed himself, and which he believed- actuated every 
mernber of the committee who participated in their 
deliberations, was to move cautiously and safely; 
not to shock the public sense by any hasty’ and rash 


movement; not, if that could possibly be prevented, 


to-distarb any permanent and important domestic . 


interest of the country, which had grown up, or was 
npw growing up, under the protection of our reve- 
nue laws; but to go as far as the existing laws 
would perm®, to reduce this branch of the revenue 
without incurring any of these evils. Aéting upon 
this principle, the-committee had, in the bill which 
lie was directed to report, and which he was about 
to send to the Secretary’s table, added to the list of 
free articles every thing which had appeared to 
them to admit of being made free, without injury 
to the interests to which he had referred. Every arti- 
cle proposed to be made free was distinctly named 
in the bill, and the committee had caused a state- 
ment to be prepared, from the tables of commerce 
and navigation for the year ending on the 30th of Sep- 
tember, 1835, (the last table of that description 
which is yet completed,) showing the name, or 
designation, of the article, the present rate of duty, 
the amount of importations for the year 1835, the 
amount. of duty paid upon the article as calculated 
upon those importations, and the amount of duty 
proposed to be reduced, as estimated upon the im- 
portations of that year. Many of the articles 
named in the bill are not enumerated separately in 
the tables of commerce and navigation, but are 
given. as non-enumerated articles, and so grouped 
as nat to show, with precision, the importance of 
ach; bit the eommilttes believe that the statement 
iit present, with satisfract ciena , to the 
mind of every Senator, the effect of the action they 
recommend by this ‘part of their bill. This state- 
ment it was the intention of the committee to ask 
the Senate to order to be printed to accompany the 
bill; and they felt confident it would afford greater 
aid to the action of the body upon the- bill than 
any other form of written report they could have 
presented. 

Among the articles proposed to be made free 
would be found “ common salt;” and Mr. W. said, 


while it was not ‘his object, at this time, to discuss 
any of the merits or provisions of the bill, he 


a 


4 
hoped he shoud be pardoned for the remark, that 
he knew this was, by far, the most imporiant arti- 
cle inserted in. the free lisg and an article much 
more likely than any other to excite a deep feeling 
in the country, and to meet with firm and spirited 
opposition. He also knew that this was, in certain 
portions of the Union, a protected article, and 
would, in that sense, be cousidered as inserted in 
violation of the general principle by which the 
committee had proposed to govern their action. 
Under these convictions, he was consoled by the 
reflection that no State in the Union held so deep a 
stale in this article, as a domestic article, and one 
of domestic manufacture, as the State he had the 
honor in part to represent here. It was an impor- 
tant article to a large and most respectable class of 
the citizens of his State, as one of production and 
manufactnre; and it was important to the State 
itself, as a source of revenue to the State trea- 
In these aspects he was fully aware of 
he delicacy of his position in having consented, as 
a member of the comimittee, to the insertion of salt 
as a free article, and in standing here to urge the 
Senate to repeal the duty upon it. He did, how- 
eyer, believe that the universal wish of his constitu- 
ents was that the revenues of- this Government 
shouid be reduced to the economical wants of its 
Treasury, and that they did not expect to reach 
that desirable result without themselves making 
their-full share of sacrifices to the common object. 
He therefore relied upon their liberality and patri- 
otis ‘to -justify him in the course he had pursued; 
and. he did not doubt that they would justify their 
representatives upon this ficor, and in the other 
House of Congress, in consenting to this reduction 


' the committee of the neee 


of more than half a million of tax upon one of the 
most prominent and universal necessaries of life, 
when the money raised upon it was not only not 
wanted for public expenditure, but was producing 
dangers to our institutions greater than any which- 
those institutions have heretofore encountered—the 
dangers of an over-filled Treasury, and a surplus 
revenue. He could not be mistaken in the opinion 


that if the country could be effectually discharged 
from these startling dangers, his constituents, 


patriotic and intelligent. as they ever had been, 
and still are, would not only justify, but. applaud, 
their representatives here, for coming forward and 
offering this sacrifice on their behalf to reach so im- 
portant a national good. 

Mr. W. said the article of “wines” was another 
important article which had presented itself to the 
notice of the committee, and which they would have 
been inclined to make free, had it not been their 
dity also lo notice and regard the stipulations in 
relation to wines in our late treaty with Trance. 
Those stipulations must be preserved with all the 
national faith which has thronghout the whole his- 
tory of our beloved country so signally distinguish- 
ed her policy towards other nations; and in the 
opinion of the committee they put it out of the 
power of Congress to make any wines free. until 
after the expiration of the term mentioned in the 
treaty, during which the wines of France were to have 
extended to. them certain advantages, in our reve- 
nue laws, ever the wines of other countries. Under 
this impression, the committee have recommended 
a further reduction, to the extent of one half, of the 
existing duties upon all wixes, from whatever 
country imported; thus preserving the proportions 
between French and other wines, stipulated by the 
treaty to be preserved in onr future legislation upon ` 
this subject, and pursuing the same course of legis- 
lation which Congress has, upon two former ocea- 
sions, since the ratifaction of the tieaty, pursued in 
regulating the dèties upon wines. : 

As intimately connected with this branch of the 
revenue from customs, the article of “spirits made 
from vinous materials,” attracted the attention of 
the committee.. They found the existing duties 
upon this description of spirits very high, ranging 
from fifty-three. to eighty-five. cents per gallon, ac- 
cording to the rates of proof at which the spirits 
may be imported, and that by applying the same 
reduction to this class of duties which the commit- 


tee propose to. apply to wines themselves, they 


would be able to reduce the current revenue by a 
sum notless than from 275,000 to $300,090 per 
annum. Tt was not without much hesitancy and 
doubt that the committee adopte 5 recommen- 
dation. They were, and are, fully sensible that a 
proposition for the reduction of the duties upon 
any description of ardent spirits, will not meet 
with favor in the minds ef a very large portion of 
our citizens. They feel no certa that it will 
receive the approbation of the Senate; but so deep 
was the conviction in the minds ef a majority of 
y of a reduction of 
every duty not protective in its character, to secure 
the preservation of those which are so, that they 
felt bound to make the proposition, and present it 
to Congress. Tne reduction in the revenue which 
will be effected by its adoption is so important 
in amount, that the committee hope it will recei 
the calm and candid consideration of Senators be- 
fore a determination shall be made to diminish so 
extensively the beneficial action of the bill they 
present. ‘To relieve the country from the incalcu- 
ble evils growing out of a surplus revenue is the 
object of the bill; to do that without a reduction of 
the protecting duties has been the intention of the 
committee. They have, therefore, not touched the 
duty upon “spirits from grainy” and they cannot 
suppose that the reduction they propose wpon one 
single other deseription of spirits, will bring them 
at all into injuricus competition with domestic 
spirits of any kind. : 
Mr. W. said he was extending his remarks 
further. than he had designed, as discussion now 
was not his object. He would not,stherefore, re- 
fer- to any other articles -affected by the two first 
sections of the bill. The two great articles of salt 
and spirits were the only ones which he supposed 
could excite much interest, or lead to much discus- 


disappoint us many millions. 


- sion or opposition. Hence he had desired to bring 
‘them more particularly to the notice of the Senate. 

It might be found that other articles had Hae un- 
i wisely inserted,- . It would be strange if, so 
extensive a list, it should not be so; but they would 
not be important, and might be stricken out. It 
‘would also, no doubt; be found that ‘some -articlés 
- had been omitted which ought to be made ‘free; 


and it might be the pleasure. of the Senate, when 


acting upon the bill, to extend reduction to’ ar ‘ticles 
not now included: The éxaminations of the com- 
mittee had been careful and diligent, but they had 
not been as extensive and perfectas they themselves 
could have wished, though as perfect as the time 
allowed them had permitted. 

He would now, Mr. W. said, offer, very briefly, 
the apology which the committee had to offer for 
presenting the bill. unaccompanied by any written 
report. If he had been fortunate enough to make 
himself understood by the Senate, in the remarks 
he had already made, it would be seen that no re- 
` port:could make the provisions of the bill more 

clear, or show more accurately its influence upon 
the revenue, and upon the articles embraced in it, 
than the statement prepared by the committee to 
accumpany the bill would accomplish those pur- 
poses. The only object, therefore, of ‘a report 
from the committee would be to give to the Senate 
their views, he would say their conjectures, as 
to the receipts and expenditures of the Govern- 
ment for the present and future years. After the 
most mature examination and reflection, it was the 
unanimous opinion of those members of the com- 
mittee who were present, and acting in the matter, 
that they could make no report upon these points 
. which would communicate to the Senate any new 
information, not already in the possession of every 
member of the body, or which would farnish ay 
valuable or useful guides to the action of Congress 
upon the bill, Were it not proposed, by legi lative 
. action, during the present session of Congress, to 
_make great and important changes, affecting all 
"Branches of the revenue, and all thé sources from 
‘which money comes into the public treasury, calcu- 
lations, estimates, conjectures, might be made as to 
the revenues of the present year; but all such cal- 
culations, even in that case, would be most vague 
and uncertain at best. The experience of the last 
two years has demonstrated the impossibility, with 


“*, all the information which can be reached by those 


' officers of the Government whose sols business and 
duty it is to manage our fiscal affairs, of so per- 
fecting estimates upon this point that they may not 

Distinguished and 

expericaced legislators, too, have frequently at- 

tempted estimates with no better suceess, and no 
member of the Committee on Finance can pretend 
to information, or judgment, superior to those who 
have thus erred in their conjectures as to the re- 
ceipts into our public treasury for a given future 


period. 
Add, then, the consideration that both branches 
of Congress are, at this moment, considering bills 


designed to dimunish, for the future, the receipts 
-into the Tr 

the impossibility 7 that the committee should know 

whether any biil upon that subject will finally pass, 

and become a law; what may be the provisions of 

the bill which shall pass, incase any bill do pass; 

and what may be the etfect, in practice, upon the 
receipts of money for land sales, of any given pro- 
zas which may be incorporated in any bill, 
Ay, W. said he could not suppose it would be 

by the Senate thatthe Committee on Fi- 
would have attempted any estimate of the 
amount to be reduced from the revenue from cus- 
toms, in order lo redace the whole receipts into the 
Treas sury to the standard of the economical wants 
of the Government. Against a body of contin- 
gencies and uncertainties of the magnitude and 
character specified, added io those which must al- 
ways altend estimates of future revenue from un- 
certain sources, estimates inname would be more 
loose than ordinary conjectures; and so loose as to 
be of no other value than the mere conjectures of 
so many members of the body.to which their report 
would be submitted. 
which have led the committee to come to the con- 
clusion not to attempt estimates, or calculations, 


sury from the sales of public lands, 


So mach for the reasons | 


1 


‘| of conjectures, as to the amount of 
f 
1 


| any future year. 


f money to come 
into the national Treasury during. the present, -or 
They have satisfied themselves 
that the reductions from the revenue from customs 


proposed by the bill they recommend, ‘can be 


spared by the national ‘Treasury, and leave it able. 


to meet the necessary calls upon it. “They do not 
pretend to say that further reductions will not be 


required to bring the revenue to thè point so.much | 


desired, that of “the economical wants of the Go- 
verament. The receipts into the public Treasury 
are now greatly” above that point. The cominiitee 
have already said their examinations have con- 
vinced them that the great measures of reduction 
must be directed to that branch of the receipts 
arising from the sales of lands. They feel 
strongly the soundness of the principle, that reduc- 
tion should be proceeded in cautiously and carefi ullly, 
and, so far as that can be done, with a certainty 
that while we are remedying one evil we do not 


fall into another; that while we omit nothing which - 


can properly be done to reduce the revenue to the 
wants of the Government, we do nothing calculated 
to carry us so far below that point as immediately 
to produce the necessity of again raising revenue 

-by an increased rate of duties upon imports. These. 
constant fluctuations, sudden and excessive changes 
in our revenue laws, and consequent agitations of 
the public mind, and uncertainties in the. operations 
of mercantile and commercial men, Mr. W. said, 
he thought it most important, in any legislation, to 
avoid. Hence he, as a member of the committee, 
had determined to pursue what he considered 
a safe course, neither endangering nor disturbing 
any important protected interest of the country, or 
the public treasury in meeting the necessary calls 
upon it. He had not attempted to determine that 
the Lill would do all thata. full remedy fi for the ex- 
isting evil demanded, but mere ly that, in the present 
state of uncertainty as to the ciher important branch 
of the public receipts and the influences upon it 
of the instant legislation of Congress, it was all the 
committee had concluded, at present, to recommend, 
and that so much might be done safely. 

Mr. W. said there was no less difficulty in mak- 
ing calculations and estimates upon the other side 
of this great account, the public expenditures.. The 
ordinary expenditures of the Government, that por- 
tion of the expenses required to keep all the depart- 
ments of the Government in organization and ope- 
ration, were laid before us by the proper fiscal of- 
ficer of the Government, and appropriations to that 
extent might be very safely catculated upon. All 
the information within the power of the commiitee 
upon this class,of appropriations had been equally 
fully in the hands of every member of Congress 
from the commencement of the session. No bene- 
fit here, then, could be derived from any report the 
committee could have made. All beyond this was 
within the pleasure of the two houses of Congress 
and the President. What extraordinary appropria- 
tions they might see fit to make for fortifications, 
for the navy, for public defence generally, or for 
any other of the great objects calling for expendi- 
tures of money, it was not only out ef the power of 
the committee to say, but would be in vain for them 
to attempt to conjecture. 
fore, with any certainty, estimate the expenses of 
the year. Mr. W. said he felt conscious that the 

appropriations of Congress would, as he thought 
those appropriations should, be graduated by a due 
ard to the ability of the treasur y to pay, and the 
public and national wants to be supplied; but 


he also further believed that a redundant trea- 


sury always promoted, not large merely but extra- 
vagant appropriations, and one of his greatest 
anxieties to reduce the national revenues to 
the national wants arose 
that in that way only can we preserve a system of 
economical exptnditures, “He would add no m 
upon this branch of the subject, hoping the 


would find in these suggestions sufficicht apology - 
g the + 
ague 


for the action-of the committee in submnitthr 
bill without any attemptata areport upon these 
uncertainties. 


A single other remark, i Mr. W. said, and he | 
would relieve the: Senate-from listening to Him’ fur-* 


ther. He had not forgotten that another bill hed 
been introduced elsewhere upon this same subject, 


They could not, there- . 


from the conviction. 


re, 


år 


anid proposing ‘to accoiptish the Same great pa 
pose. He heped. te should ‘net: be: consideréd as. 
“infringing, unpardonably, upon the rales of order, 
in making this reference to’ that’ measure. "It mi iit 
he supposed by some member of this body, it mig ght 
be supposed by some member of the other House. of 
Congress, or it might be, supposed by. some. portion, 


: of our common constituents, that this bill.” Coming - 


from the Committee on. Fihance was designed to: 
conflict with the measure referred to: * For. himself, 
Mr. W. said, he could say, with perfect truth, that 
no sùchahotive or feeling. had entered into his ac~ 
tion. He was sure he could say the same for his 
colleagues upon ‘the committee. ‘Phey had con- 
sidered the reference of the Senate, th the speeial 
. manner ‘in which it had been. made, positive and 
mandatory upon them. A repori.of some sort was 
their duty, and the report which they believed nost 
conformable to their duty, wnder the, reference, 
was. the bill he was about to” present. The 
time for making their report, was not a mat- 
ter of their pleasure. If made in the shape 
of a bill, they were bound to. make it in time 
to permit the possibility of action apon it; and they. 


_tience of some members of the body for the con- 
‘clusions to. which they should come. ‘Their delay 
had been unintentional, and compulsory, and the 
advancement of the session had urgently admo- 
nished them that further delay wovld be equal toa 
failure to discharge the important and delicateduty: 
entrusted to them. He (Mr. W.) thought that an 
examination of the two bills would sktisfy every 
one that they could, in no seuse, be antagonist. to 
each other. The one proposes to add largely. to 
the list of free articles, and to make material. re- 
ductions upon twọ classes of articles not considered 
as belonging to the pratected products or mgnufat- 
tures of thevcountry. The other] proposes to hasten, 
with very great rapidity, the reductions proposed 
tobe made by the compromise act. ft cannot, 
then, escape attention that there is no contradiction, 
in principle or action, between the two measures. 
Both may make too. large, or too rapid, a reduction; 
but should the bill now presented fall short of its 
object, a sufficient reduction of the revenue from. 
customs, it was his duty to say, that no other mode 


to his mind, in the course.of his examinations and 
reflections upon the subject, than to adopt the 
principle cf that bill, moderated as to time so as 


to suit the exigency. He would farther say, 
that he wished those most interested in the 
great and important provisions of the com- 


promise act, could sce, as he thought he could see, 
thatit was their peculiar interest to consent to a 
modification of that act, which should make its.re~ 
duetions of the revenue gradual and uniform from 
the present period to the year 1842; a little more 
rapid from this time to 1841, and much less precipi- 
tous and shocking to those interests from 1841 to 
1842. As, however, the committee had no evi- 
dence befere them of the feeling of the citizens 
most deeply interested in this policy, and as they 


would mect with favor, and be passed into a law,. 
they. refrained from affixing any ‘such concen: to 


it effect of the two meastires, Mr. 
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company a bill of so heen snare i as the one 


of further material reductions had’ suggested, itself. 


had determined, if possible, to digest a bill which. . 


eyed there would be. tittle differ- : 


from and a(ter.the.. 
are Lo. which-he - 
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e eptember next and 


had not been unfrequently reminded of the impa- ' 


the bill they now report. ee 
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CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


chants of Baltimore, praying for a repeal of eer- 
tain provisions in the tariffact.. . | 
On motion of Mr. KING of Georgia, the resolu- 


just read with a report, showing the probable revé- 
nue, as well as the probable expenditures, of the 
Government, for the present year. Tn considering 
thé amount of revenue necessary. to be provided for 
this or any other Government, two: questions ought | 
to'be taken‘into view. First, the probable amount 
that can, be raised. from taxes, and second, the 
probable amount that it will be necessary to ex- 
“pend. In both.of these particulars, Mr. C. said 
the Senator from New York had failed to give in- 
formation, either verbally or in writing. He gets 
round it, said Mr. ©. by supposing that it is not 
necessary* tó go into the inquiry; but every man 
who has heretofore been at the head of the financial 
concerns of the country, has thought it very proper 
to go into the most minute and extensive calcula- 
tions, to ascertain not only what amount cf revenue 
will be raised, but what amount. will probably be 
expended. But (said Mr. C.) if the Senator thought 
# necessary to bring in a bill to reduce the revenue 
to the wants of the Government, how can he justify 
it to the country that he has not furnished aay in- 
formation as to what the probable expenditures will 
bet And if he has not done so, how can he arrive 
at the conclusion that there will be a redundant re- 
venne, which he considers.as one of the greatest 
evils that afflict the country? He would not (Mr. 
©. said) enlarge further on this head—he had ' 
imetely risen to say that he should oppose to the 
utmost every disturbance of that compromise under 
which the most important interests of the country 
had flourished for years. With respect to the arti- 
cle of salt, the duty on which it was proposed to re- 
peal, he would observe that. the State he had the 
honor to represent was very little interested in it. 
The States most interested in this article were 
New. York, Pennsylvania, Virginia and Ohio. So 
far as respected his own State, then, he had no ob- 
jection go a repeal on this article, if it was not that 
he consideted ita kind of entering wedge, by which 
the other. great articles protected by the compro- 
mise bill were in time to be got at. ` Coal was an- 
other of the articles proposed. to be touched, and 
every body shivering in this hard winter, and suffer- 
ing from the present unexampled high price of 
fuel, would cry out in favor of the repeal; but this 


ed by the Senate, calling for information ia relation 
to the republic of Texas, was rescinded. : 

The bill designating and limiting the funds whieh 
shall be receivable for the public revenues, came 
up on its third reading; when 

Mr. BENTON addressed the Senate in a speech 
of some length in opposition to the bills after which 

Mr. GRUNDY moved to lay it on the table for 
the purpose of taking up and acting’on the resolu- 
tion submitted by him for the appointment of a 
joint committee to count the votes for President and 
Vice President. 
` This motion having been agreed to, and Mr. 
Grunpyv’s resolution being before the Senate, 

Mr. GRUNDY said he had no objections to the 
inquiry proposed by the amendment, and he 
thought thatsome such provision as that proposed 
by the Senator from Kentucky would be very-pro- 
per. He had seen in the public papers a statement 
charging that some of the electors wh» voted in 
the late Presidential election held offices wnder the 
General Government, and had made inquiries for 
the purpose of ascertaining the truth of the matter. 
The information he had been able to collect related 
to two cases only, and as to these, the report had 
been founded altogether on a misapprehension. 

Mr. CLAY, after a few remarks, offered the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

“And also to inquire into the expediency of 
ascertaining whether any votes were given at 
the resent election,. contrary to the prohibition 
‘contained in the second section of the second 
article of the Constitution. And if any such 
votes were given, what ought to be done with 
them, and whether any, and what provision ought 
to be made for securing the faithful observance in 
future of that section of the Constitution.” 

Mr. HUBBARD expressed his entire concur- 
rence in the objects of the amendment proposed by 
the Senator from- Kentucky. He wished a sttict 
inquiry to be instituted, and measures to be adopt- 
ed to guard against the occurrence of such a viola- 


article, a: well as salt and spiritous liquors, || tion of the Constitution as the Senator from Ken- 
were all covered by the compromise act of 1833, tucky referred to. As it had been stated that two of 


and any attack on them would be viewed as a 
violation of the solemn pledges contained in that 
act Ifyou commence on these (said Mr. C.) you 
will not slop till you get to the great articles of cot- 
tons an] woollens, 
_ _ ¿While the gentleman had brought ina billwhich, 
tobe, sure, was Jess exceptionable than the one 
` that was pending in the other House, were they not 
told by him that this one was not brought forward 
æ an antagonist to the other; and that if the reve- 
nues ‘could not be reduced to the wants of the Go- 
ernment, [an amount not Specified] then some 
other expedient must be resorted to to bring it down 
to that standard? Gir, (said Mr. C.) I have ac- 
eomplished the purpose for which I rose, You 
have the. power in this and the other House, and 
therefore may disturb the peace of the country by 
re-opening all those wounds which have been heal- 
ed by the compromise act; but you shall not do it 
with my consent, and without my solemn protest 
‘against it. 
Mr. WRIGHT rose to say what he had intended 
‘to-say when he was last up. The committee had 
. considered that both the amount of the revenue and 
expenditures for the present year, depended so en- 
tirely on the action. of: Congress, that beyond the 
_ documents on the tables of members, they could 


the electors in his State (New Hampshire) held of- 
fices under the General Government, and were 
consequently ineligible, he was happy to state to 
the Senate that there was no foundation whatever 
for the report. f 

The.amendment of Mr. CLAY was then adopt- 
ed, and the resolution, thus amended, was agreed 
to. # . 

Mr. HUBBARD moved that the coramitttee be 
appointed by the Chair; which, by unanimous 
consent, was agreed to, and Messrs. GRUN DY, 
CLAY, and WRIGHT, were selected. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, January 27, 1837. 

Mr. THOMAS moved that Isaac E. Crary, who 
Was in attendance from the State of Michigan, and 
whose credentials were presented at the last session 
of Congress, be now. qualified, sworn, and assioned 
to his seat. > 7 
_ Mr. ROBERTSON said, being perfectly satisfied 
in his own mind that this individual Was not entitled 
to a seat on that floor, he must oppose the. motion; 
and he therefore moved to commit the question 


touching the election, qualification, and return of 
the member claiming his seat from 


l t ‘of. 1 Michigan to 
Vode wa a information. Mr. W. then Jf the Committee of Elections. He supported his 
printing of the statament accompanying || motion on the ground that, at the time of Mr. Cra- 


ry’s election, Michigan was not a State of this 
Union, which only took place yesterday, and that 
any election made by her, when ina state of Ter- 
titorial subjection, must be null and void. 

Mr. THOMAS cited a number of precedents, 
Showing that Senators and members ~of the House 
‘from new States, who must have been elected long 
. Prior to the ratification of their respective constitu- 
j Hons by Congress, had been perigitted-to take their 
Seats as:soon ag their States were admitted. The 

Cases of :MHinois, Missouri, Mississippi, Alabam: 
and Indiana, bore directly, and Tennessee espec 


the bill; which was ordered, and the bill was order- 
ed to a second reading. e ae 
Mr. DAVIS, after some remarks,- moved -that 
1,000: extra copies of the statement be printed; 
which was agreed, ieee a 
On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, and by unanimous 
consent, the bill was read the second time by: its 
title, and made the order of the day for Thursday 
` next,’ : 
On motion of Mr. N ILES, the Committee on 
Manufactures was discharged from the further con- 
sideration. of the petjtion of sundry hardware mer- 


tion submitted by him some days since, and adopt- ` 


ally, on the point. Mr. T. cited from the journal 
the proceedings on those cases, in proof of their 
identity with that of Michigan. | 

Mr. HUNTSMAN called for the reading of what 
he termed the gentleman’s “ titles,” remarking that 
he wished to see“ the size of his commission,” 

The papers in question were then fead from the 
Clerk’s table, as followst 
State qj Michigan, ss. 

‘This shall certify that, at an election held on the 
first Monday of October and the succeeding day, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred: and thirty-five, pursuant to the provisions of 
the sixth section of the Schedule to the Constitution 
of the State of Michigan, Isaac C. Crary was duly 
elected the representative for the State of Michigan 
in the Congress of the United States, 

In testimony whercof I have hereunto set my 
hand, aiid caused the great seal of the State of 
Michigan to be affixed. 

Done ai the city of Detroit this 11th day of No- 
vember, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred. and thirty«five, and of the inde- 
pendence of the United States the sixtieth. 

(Signed) STEVENS T. MASON, 
Governor of the Slate. 

Mr. HUNTSMAN then said, that if gentlemen 
chose to amuse themselves with this question, and 
fight the Michigan battle over again, he, for one, 
was not disposed to indulge them; and therefore, 
added he, “Mr, Speaker, 1 call for the previous 
question most loudly:” f 

The CHAIR stated the main qüestion would be, 
“that Isaaé i. Crary be qualified as a member of 


- this House from the State of Michigan.” 


The previous question was then seconded by the 
House—ayes 97, noes not counted, and the main 
question ordered without a division. 

Mr. YOUNG said, as he wished to record his 
vote in favor of the admission of Michigan into the 
Union, he would ask for the yéas and nays on the 
main question of qualifying its member. 

The yeas and nays being ordered, the question 
was then taken and decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 150, nays 32, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Anthony, Ash, Ash- 
Jey, Bailey, Barton, Bean, Bell, Black, Boon, Boyd, Brown, 
Buchanan, Bunch, Burns, Bynum, John Calhoon, William 
B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, Carr, Casey, George Chambers; 
Chapman, Chapin, Juin F. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, Coles, 
Craig, Cramer, Cushing, Cushman, Darlington, Dsubleday, 
Dunlap, Efer, Elmore, Fairfield, Farlin, Forester, Fowler, 
Fry, Fuller, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gholson, Gillet, 
Glascock, Graham, Granger, Grantland, Grénnell, Haley, J. 
Hall, H. Hall, Hamer, Hard, Hardin, Harlan, Samuel 8. Har- 
rison, Albert G. Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Hender- 
son, Herod, Hoar, Holt, Hopkins, Weward, Hubley, Hunt, 
Hyntingtoń, Huntsman, Ingham, William Jac! son, Janes, 
Jarvis, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Henry 
Jobnsor, Benjamin Jones, Kennon, Kilgore, Klingen- 
smith, Lane, Lansing, Lawler, Lawrence, Lay, Gideon Lee, 
Joshua Lee, Luke Lea. Leonard, Lewis, Logan, Loyall, Lyon, 
Job Mana, William Massn, Moses Mason, Sampson Mason, 
Maury, May, McComas, McKay, McKennan, McKeon, McKim, 
Moore, Morgan, Page, Parker, Patterson, Franklin Pierce, Pey- 
ton, Phelps, Pickens, Rencher, John Reynolds, Joseph Rey- 
noids, Richardson, Rogers, Schenck, Seymour, Augustine F. 
Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Spangler, Standefer, Steele, 
Storer, Sutherland, Taylor, Thomas, John Thomson, Waddy 
Thompson, Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wardwell, Washing- 
ton, Webster, Weeks, White, Elisha Whittlesey, Thomas E. 
Whittlesey, Yell, and Young—150. 

NAYS—Messrs. Teman Allen, Beale, Bond, John Chambers, 
Clictwood. Childs, N. H. Claiborne, Corwin, Crane, Dawson, 
Deberry, Evans, Gverett, Grives, Grayson, Griffin, Harper, 
Hazeltine, Ingersoil, Love, Milhgan; Patton, Pearson, Penti 
grew, Phillips, Pons, Robertson, Russell, Taliaferro, Under- 
wool, Vinton, and Lewis Williams—32._ 

So the House decided that Isaac E. Crary be 
now qualified to take his seat as a member from the 
State of Michigan. - 

Mr. CRARY was then 
qualify, when f 

Mr. DAW330N arose, and expressed an intention 
of moving to reconsider the last vote, to enable him 
to give his reasons for voting against the admission 
of Michigan, and against the motion to qualify the ` 
gentleman presenting himself as its member. 

The CHAIR reminded the-gentleman from Geor- 
gia that, as he had not voted with the majority, he 
cculd not make that motion. 

Mr. DAWSON appealed to some gentlemen who 
had voted in the majority to make the motion he 
had indicated. 

Mr. THOMPSON: of South Carolina, said he 
done so; and to enable his friend from Georgia to 
assign reasons for his vote, he moved to reconsider 
accordingly, ` 


proceeding to the table to 


Mr. DAWSON bricfly assigned his reasons, which 
were substantially that Michigan was only a Ter- 
ritory and not a State at the eleet n of Mr. Crary. 

Mr. PICKENS contended that Michigar was a 
State de facto before her admission, and } must be so, 
by the terms of the Constitution, or she cenld not 
be admitted into.the Union at ali, for Congress had 
power only to admit “St: ates ” and not “Territories? 
into the confederacy. Therefore he should vote 
for the qualification of Mr. Crary. 

Mr. EVERETT rose, and caught the eye of the 
Speaker. 

Mr. THOMPSON rose at the same time, and 
said he would withdraw his motion to reconsider, 
„but the Chair having announced the former gen- 
tleman as obtaining the floor, could not entertain 
the withdrawal. 

Mr. EVERETT contended that Michigan could 
not be a State, even under the ordinance, until her 
admission by Congress. 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved the previous question. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina withdrew 
his motion to reconsider. 

Mr. CRARY was then qualified, and took his 
seat as a representative in Congress from the State 
of Michigan. 


TEXAS. f 

Mr. HOWARD inquired at what time the mo- 
tion pending when the House adjourned last 
evening, would be again taken up? 

[The ‘motion in question was to commit certain 
papers and correspendence on the subject of Texas 
to the Committee on Forcign Affairs, made by 
Mr. H. himself, with the amendment of Mr. 
Boyn, to instruct the committee to report a resolt- 
tion acknowledging the independence of Texas. ] 

The CHAIR replica that the regular proceedings 
of the day had so far been set aside by the conside- 
ration of a pie ileged question, and he would new 
proceed to call for reports. 

Mr. HOWARD inquired if the motion referred 
to by him would come up again to-day? 

The CHAIR replied that it could not at the pre- 


sent time, nor, in his opinion, to-day, because, at’ 


the expiration of an hour for reports, the private or- 
ders would come up. 

Mr. HOWARD remarked that that was his own 
impression; but his object in making the inquiry 
was to ascertain it,and in view of that, to make a 
suggestion to the House, which he trus ted would be 
favorably received from all quarters. Jt was that, 
as the question was not to be resumed until Monday 
next, and, as the documents lying the table 
would have a very direct and important bearing 
upon the question the House would be cailed pen to 
decide, by general censent these documents be print- 
ed, with the understanding that the motion was im 
no way to aifect the position of the other question 
which was pending. He would asl tae consent of 
the House to make the motion to print. 

This was was agreed to, and the documents or= 
dered to be printed accordin gly. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, fron the Commitise of 
Claims, made unfav orable reports upon the peti- 
tions of James and Wiillam Gilmore, and Catha- 
rine M. Smith; which were ordered ‘to lie on the 
table. : 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported a bill increasing the 
compensation of cler] ks: read twice, and committed 
to a Conmitlee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 


Oi 


y 


WESTERN INDIANS 

On motion of Mr. EVERETT, the Committee of 
the WWuole on the state of the Union was discharged 
from the further consideration of the “billto provide 
for the security and protection of the emigrant and 
other Indians west of the State of Missouri and 
Territory of Arkansas;” and the same was recom- 
mitted to the Committee on Indian Affairs. : 

Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, moved to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole from the “ bill to provide for the enlistment 
of boys in the naval service,” and that it be now 
taken up and considered. 

Mr. BELL objected to giving precedence to bills 
over oiher business of an important character. 

Mr. JARVIS explained that he had been unani 
mously instructed to make the motion by the Com- 
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mee eon Naval Affairs, ‘and gave several reasons 
for the speedy passage of this Dill. 

Some dificulty of a personal. character‘ tos ok 
piace between the gentlemen from Maine and 
‘Tennessee, in reference to the objection made by the 
latter to setting aside pending business, and giving 
the priority to “other bills that would produce de 
ba we 

“Mr. MERCER, after some few remarks of a 
conciliatory nature, moved that a pledge he re- 
quired of the two genilemen that the dificulty 
might not be prosecuted farther. 

After some remarks from Messrs. BELL, JAR- 
VIS, MERCER, PATTON, PICKENS, GLAS- 
COCK, WHITTLESEY of Ohio, BOULDIN, 
THOMAS, PEYTON, THOMPSON of Ohio, 
LAWLER, CRAIG, PHILLIPS, THOMPSON 
of South Carolina, BYNUM, HAWES, BOON, 
BRIGGS, EVANS, PARKS, and WISE, mutual 
explanations took place, and then, on motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Sururpay, January 28, 1837. 

The VICE PRESIDENT rose and addressed 
the Senate as follows: 

Senators: The period is at hand which is to ter- 
minate the official relation that has existed between 
us, and I leave, probably never to return to it, a 
body with which I have been long connected— 
where some remain whom I found here fifteen 
years ago, and where, in the progress of public 
duty, personal associations have arisen never to be 
forgotten. From such scenes I cannot retire with- 
out emotion. Nor can I give to the Senate the 
usaal opportunity of choosin g another to preside, 
for a time, over their deliberations, without re- 
ferring to the manner in which Ihave endeavored 
to discharge a most gratifying and honorabie trust 
somnected with the ofice to which my country 
alied me. 

_ Entering upon it with unaffected diffidence, well 
knowing how little my studies had been turned to 
its peculiar duties, 1 was yet strengthened by the 
determination, then expressed, so to “discharge the 
authority with which I was invested as best “to 
protect the rights, to respect the feelings, and to 
guard the reputations of all who could be affected 
by its exercise.” I was sure that, if successful in- 
this, I should be pardoned for errors I could 
searcely expect to avoid. 


In the interval that has since elapsed, it is been 
our lot, in this assembly, to pass through scenes of 
unusual excitement, The intense inferest on ab- 
sorbing topics which has pervaded our whole com- 
munity, could not be unfelt within these walis. 
The warmth of political patties, natural in suen 
limes, the unguarded ardor of sudden debate, end 
colirinis om to be Separate from the invalna- 

bie privilege of free discussion, have not unfre- 
quently been mingled with the more tranguil tenor 
of ordinary legislation. I cannot hepe that in omer- 
gencies like these, 1 have always been so fortunate 
as to satisfy every one around me; yet I permit 
myself to think, that the extent to which my deci- 
sions have been approved by the Senate is some 
evidence that my efforts just uy to administer their 
rules have not been vain; and I conscientiously 
cherish the conviction, that on no occasion have I 
departed from my early resolution, or been regard- 
less of what was due to the rights or the feelings of 
members of this body. 


Though I may henceforth be separated from the 
Senate, T can never cease to revert with peculiar in- 
terest to my long connection with it. in every 
ituation of my future life, I shall remember, with 
a just pride, the evidences of approbation and con- 
fidence which I have here received; and as an 
American citizen, devotedly attached to the institu 
tions of my country, I must always regard, with 
ming and sincere respect, a branch of cur Go- 
nent invested with such extensive powers, and 
designed by our forefathers to accomplish such im- 
portant results. 

_Indulging an, ardent wish that every success may 

ait you, in performing the exalted ang honorable 
duties `of your “public trust, and offermg my warm- 
est prayers that prosperity and happiness may be 


tha 
the 


Sr 
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onstan! attendants upon a of yoma 
te paths of life, L resp 
Mr. GRUNDY mo ed that the ‘Se nate te proce 
to ballot for a. President pro tem.; and there being 
no objection made, the ballots cf the several Se 
tors present were collected in the ballot-box, which, 
ow being counted, showed the following result: 
There were 37 ballots given, 25 of which were 
necessary to a choice; of these 


Mr. Kine of Alabama received - - 26 
Mr. Sournarp - - - - ey | 
Scattering - ~- - = = s g 


So that Mr. Kine of Alabama was. duly elected, 
and was conducted to the. chair by Mr. BENTON. 

Mr. KING of Alabama, on taking the Chair, ad- 
dressed the Senate as follows: 

GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE: 

To be again called to preside over the delibera- 
tions of this august assembly, fills my heart with 
the liveliest emotions of gratitude. When at the 
last session it pleased the Senate to place me in 
this exalted situation, I solemnly pledged myself to 
discharge the duties it devolved on me, without 
favour. and without partiality. I felt conscious 
that I had done so; but could any thing add to thé 
grateful sense I entertain of the honor yon have 
again conferred on me, it will be found in the 
unequivocal testimony you have this day borne 
that I had faithfully redeemed that pledge. The 
Senate of the United States, gentlemen, is, from 
its very organization, the great conservative body 
in this Rep ublic. Here is the sirong citadel of 
liberty. ‘Lo this bedy, the intelligent and the vir- 
tuous throughout our wide-spread country Joo' 
with confidence for an unwavering and unflinching 
resistance to the encroachments of power on the 
one hand, and the effervescence of popular excite- 
ment’ on the other. Unawed and unsedaced, it 
should firmly maintain the Constitut’on in its pr- 
rity, and present an impregnable barrier against 
every attack on that sacred instru ament, come it 
from what quarter it may. The demon of faction 
should find no abiding place in this chamber;. but 
every heart and every head should be wholly occu- 
pied in advancing the general welfare, and. pre- 
serving unimpaired the national honor. To. insure 
success, gentlemen, in the discharge of our high 
duties, we must command the confidence and re- 
ceive the support of the people. Calm delibera- 
tion, courtesy towards each other, order and deco- 
rum in debate, will go far; very far, to inspire 


tha confidence and command that st prort. it 
becomes my Gwy, gentlemen, to banisa, if practi- 
cable, from this hi H, all persona al altercation—to 


e ay remark of a character per- 
rescrve, order; and promote 
y powers will 
I earnestly 
Yolia wont cooper; ation, gi Sentiemen, in aiding my 
efforts promptly to put down every species of dis- 
order. For your Kindness, gentieracn, I tender 
you my grated acknowledgments. 

On motion of Mr 

Ordered, The y wail on the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and nie im that the 
Senate has, in the absence of the Vice President, 
elected as its President pro scence the honorable 
Wiis R. Kina, a Senator from the State of Ala- 
bama; and 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, it was further or- 
dered that a similar notice be sent to the House of 
Representatives. 

Mr. Leman 


check at onee ev 
sonally offer 
harmony. 


kj 


esonte sda sol 
{ land, 


onih 


protesting 


to be printed. 

Mr. TIPTON presented a 
the Legislature of Ind 
of the Louisville anc anal Stock; which 
was laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. BUCHANAN presenied a memorial from 
the Chamber of Commerce at Philadelphia, pray- 
ing that Newcastle, on the Delaware river, may be 
made a port of entry; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial from the Le- 
gislature ef Missouri, asking Congress to give a 
strip of land, lately belonging to an Indian to that 


t resolution from 
ta. the purchase 


im 


136 S 


' State; which was refcrred to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs. ` : ; 

“Mr. KENT, from the Committee on the District 
of Columbia, asked to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the memorial of Thomas R. 
Bee; also, from a memorial of the citizens of Alex- 
andria; which was agreed to. A 

Petitions were presented by Messrs. RIVES, 
PRENTISS, and SOUTHARD. 

Mr, CALHOUN submitted the. following reso- 
lution, which, lies on the table one day for conside- 
ration: 

‘Resolved, That the President be requested to-com- 
rauhicate to the Senate a copy of the correspon- 
dence with the Government of Great Britain, in re- 
lation to the outrage committed on our flag and the 
rights of our citizens, by the authorities of Bermuda 
and New Providence, in seizing the slaves on board 
of the brigs Encomium and Enterprise, engaged in 
the coasting trade, but which were forced by ship- 
wreck and stress of weather into the ports of those 
islands. 

Mr. ROBBINS submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which lics on the table one day for considera- 
tion: ; : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be di- 
rected to procure eighteen copies of the American 
State papers, printed by Messrs. Gales and Seaton, 
‘under the act of the 2d of Mareh, 1831, and joint 
resolution of the 2d of March, 1833, for the use of 
such members of the Senate as are now entitled 
to them. A 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, asked to discharge them from the further 
consideration of the petition of the widow cf Jona- 
than Ford; which was agreed to. 

Mr: LYON presented a petition of the inhabitants 
of Niles and vicinity; and also another from the 
inhabitants of New Buffalo, in Michigan, for an 
appropriation for the construction of a harbor, and. 
the erection of a light-house, at the mouth of Galien 
river, on Lake Michigan; 

Also, the petition of Beckford P. Hutchinson, Si- 
las ‘Titus and Charles ‘Tryon of Michigan, assignees 
of Pieree Bonhomme, praying Congress to provide 
for issuing to them a patent for a tract of land in 
St. Clair county, Michigan, confirmed to said Bon- 
homme by an act of Congress, passed in the year 
1828, relative to private land claims in Michigan 
Territory. : 

Alo, the petition for the establishment of a post 
route from the village of Flint river, in Genesee 
county, Michigan, by way of the villages of Owasso 
sand Mapleton, to the village of Lyons, in Iowa 
county, insaid State. 

Also, the petition of one hundred and eighty- 
eight citizens of Wisconsin Territory, in behalf of 
Hiram Burnham, praying Congress to grant such 
quantity of land as may be considered a fair com- 
pensation for money expended by him, in guidin; 
a military detachment sent out from Fort Dearborn 
to apprehend certain Indian murderers on Rock 
river, in the year 1835. 

Also, the petition of the inhabitants of Kala- 
mazoo and Allegan, in the State of Michigan, 
praying Congress to provide for the improvement 
of the harbor at the mouth of the Kalamazoo river 
of Lake Michigan. 

Also, the petition of Hiram Humphrey, praying 
compensation for loss sustained in building a 
a briege for the United States over Crooked creek, 
in Michigan, on the road from Detroit to Chicago, 
in consequence of said bridge being carried away 


otro, in fixing the minimum price at 
s were then sold at four, instead of two 
acre 


Affairs, to which had been referred the bill from 
the House for the relief of Wiliam C. Beard, re- 
ported the same without amendment. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which had peen referred the bill to grant 
a cerlain quantity of land for purposes of internal 
improvement, reported the same without amend- 


IER, from the Committee on Military | 
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ment, and said that the committee recommended its 
passage. oes ; re 

Mr. WALKER, from the same. committee, also 
reported without amendment the bill from the House 
for the relief of John Jeffers. 5 , 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which had been referred the bill for the 
relief of sundry citizens of Arkansas, who have lost 
their improvements in consequence of : the: treaty 
with the Choctaw Indians, reported the same with- 
out amendment. ` 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the Committee on 
Indian affairs was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of sundry half-breeds of 
the Sac and Fox tribes of Indians; also from the 
further considération of the memorial of the Legis- 
lature of Illinois praying remuneration for.those 
of their citizens who have suffered by Indian depre- 
dations, the subject of the last petition being pro- 
vided for in a bill now pending. 

Mr. WALKER from the Committee on Public 
Lands to which was referred tne bill to provide for 
the adjudication of title to and final dispositicn of the 
four sections of land reserved for the cultivation of 
the vine and olive in the Tombigbee country, re- 
ported the same without amendment. 

Mr. NORVELL, on leave, introduced a bill for 
the relief.of James Witherall; which was twice 
read and referred. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, leave was grant- 
ed to Richard H. "Ayres tə withdraw his petition 
and papers. 

The following resolution was offered by Mr. 
BENTON, and, by unanimous consent, was con- 
sidered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Senate cordially reciprocate 
the sentiments of personal kindness, expressed by 
Martin Van Buren, Vice President of the United 
States, towards the members of this body upon 
taking leave of them; and that the thanks of the 
Senate be presented to him, in testimony of the im- 
partiality, dignity and ability, with which he has 
presided over their deliberations, and of their en- 
tire approbation of his conduct in the discharge of 
the arduous and important duties assigned him as 
President of the Senate. 

' SPECIAL ORDER. 

The bill designating and limiting the funds which 
shall be receivable in payment for the public re- 
venues was taken up; being: on its third reading, 

Mr. SEVIER moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the bill until Monday, for the pur- 
pose of going on with the land bill; which motion 
was lost—ayes 13, noes not counted. 5 

Mr. WALKER addressed the Senate at length 
in support of the bill, and in reply to Mr. Benton; 
and, after some remarks from Messrs. WEB- 
STER, RIVES and BENTON, 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarurpay, January 28, 1837. 

The unfinished business of yesterday being the 
motion of Mr. JARVIS to discharge the Commit- 
tee of the Whole from the “‘bill to provide for the 
enlistment of boys in the naval service,” was re- 
sumed and disagreed to. , 

On Motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, certain 
documents comprising estimates from the Indian 
Department, from the Ordnance Department and 
the Commissioner of the Public Buildings, were 
committed to a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (having charge of the appro- 
priauon bills for those Departments) and ordered to, 
be printed. 

ARMY RESIGNATIONS. 

Mr. OWENS asked the consent of the House to 
take up and consider the following resolution: 

Resolved, That ine Secretary of War be directed 
to furnish this House with a detailed statement of 
the number and names of the officers in the regular 
army of the United States, who have resigned their 
commissions within the last twelve months, and the 
dates of said resignations, number and names of the 
officers who have applied for and obtained furloughs 
within the same period of time, the date of said fur- 
loughs, and the reasons for granting the same; and 
the number and names ôf- the officers who have re- 


laid 


fused to comply with the last general order of the 
President of the United States, requiring the officers 


„of the army to join their regiments, and the reasons 


for such non-compliance; and any other matter con~ 
nected with the subject that he may deem important 
to the public interests. 

Objections being made, Mr. O. moved a suspen- 
sion of the rule: Lest. 

COLLECTION REGULATIONS. 

Mr. PINCKNEY, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill to amend an act approved the 
Ist of March, 1823, supplementary to, and amen- 
datory of, the act entitled an act to regulate the col- 


‘lection of duties on imports and tonnage, and for 


other purposes, passed the 7th of March, 1797; 

which was read twicc, and committed to a Commit- 

tee of the Whole on the State of the Union. 

U. S. CIRCUIT COURTS IN NORTH CARO- 
LINA AND TENNESSEE. ` 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported the Senate bill, without amend- 
ment, for altermg the times of holding the 
Circuit Court of the United States at Raleigh, 
in North Carolina; which was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading on Monday next. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the same committee, also 
reported asimilar bill in relation to the Circuit 
Courts of the United States in Tennessee, which he 
moved to take the same course as the preceding. 

Mr. DUNLAP said he had prepared an amend- 
ment which he designed to offer to this pill, being 
an additional section, providing for altering also 
the times of holding the United States Circuit 
Court in the western part of Tennessee. 

Mr. THOMAS said, then, for the purpose of 
giving the gentleman an opportunity of submitting 
his amendment, he moved to commit the bill toa 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reporied a bill for the relief of Abra- 
ham Forbes: read twice and committed. 

AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE, from the Select Committee 
on that part of the President’s message relating to an 
amendment of the Constitution of the United States, 
made the following report, in part, and resolutions: 

The select committee, to whom was referred so 
much of the President’s message as relates to 
amending the Constitution of the United States, to- 
gether with ail propositions and resolutions submit- 
ted at the last and present session of Congress, pro- 
posing amendments to the Constitution, report, in 
part: that, according to order, they have had under 
consideration sundry propositions and resolutions 
for the amendment of the Constitution in relation 
to the election of President and Vice President of 
the United States. Upon examination, they find 
that a report on this subject was made at the last 
session of Congress, on the 30th March, 1836, by 
a select committee. The joint resolution reported 
by said committee, was twice read and committed 
toa Commitice of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. No further action was had thereon, 
and the said reported joint- resolution ‘rernains on 
the calendar, and may, at the pleasure of the 
House, be considered in said Committee of the 
Whole. -If, therefore, the House be dispos 
act on this subject during the present sess 
Congress, your committee think it more advise 
to consider the report now on the calendar than to 
begin de nove. Yourgcommittee, therefore, submit 


. the two following resolutions: 


Resolved, That the select committee to which 
the subject was referred, be discharged fr the 
further consideration of ail propositions and resolt- 
lions relating to the amendments of the Constitution 
on the subject of the election of President and Vice 
President. 

Resolved, That this House will, on the 31st inst. 
resolve itself into a Committee cf the Whole 
on the state of the Union, to take into considera- 
tion the joint resolution’ proposing an amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States, in relation 
to the election of President and Vice Presiden. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina, called for 
a division of the question on the resolutions; and 
the first being agreed to without a count; 

Mr. W, asked for the yeas and nays cn concur 


ring with the second resolution, (which would res 
quire a vote of two-thirds,) and they were ordered. . 
Mr. VANDERPOEL moved to insert the 7th of j 
“February, instead of 31st inst: lost. i 
Mr. CAMBRELENG and Mr. BOON both 
- severally expressed a hope that no more special or- 
ders would be adopted, since the inconvenience of 
them had been sutliciently experienced last session. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG further inquired if it was de- 
signed to cut off the appropriation bills of this ses- jį 
sion altogether? Because, ifso, he trasted the order 
would not be adopted. 

Mr. HOWARD inguired if the order should be 
adopted, whether it would take precedence of other 
bills on each day thereafter, or only on that day? 

‘The CHAIR replied, that after that day it would 
take its place on the calendar among the unfinished 
business. ; 

The question was then taken and decided in the 
negative—yeas 66, nays 83. 

YGAS—Mersvs. Chilton Allan, Bailey, Beale, Bell, Bond, 
Boyd, Bunch, John Cathoon, William B. Calhoun, Carter, 
George Chambers, Chetwood, Nathaniel H Claiberne, Clark, 
Cieveland, Connor, Dartington, Bonny, Dromgooje, Dunlap, 
Everett, Graham, Grarger, Grenvell, Griffin, Samuel S. 
Harrison, Hawes, Herod, Hopk Howell, Biuubley, Lawler, 
Lawrence, Lea. Lewis, Lyon, Sampson Mason, Maury, MeCar- 
ty, McComas, Montgomery, Morgan, Morris, Patton, Jamés A. 
Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, Phillips, Pickens, Richardson, 
Robertson, Seymour, Augustine I. Shepperd, Roane, Stan- 
defer, Steele, Thomas, John 'Fhomson, Turner, Underwood, 
Vaniderpo.l, Washir gion, White E. Whitdesey, L. Willams, 
S: aud Young- 66 | 


&, H. Allen, Barton, Bean, Back 
Brown Buchanan, Cambreleng, Ca: 
5 T. H. Claiborne, Craig, Crary, C 
man, D Dn arlin, Fwler, Gitolson, G'ascock, Grant- 
e ver, Hanucgan, Haw- 

Hoarn Helsey, Hott, 
es, div Joseph Johnson, 
Kennon, Kilgore, Lane, Lan- 
Thomas Lee, Loval, Job Mann, 
McKay, MeKeon, MclLene, 


sing, Laport 

William M 

Owens, P 

nolis, do 

Shepard, > S 

Srthertand, Taylor, 

T. Whittlesey, and Yel “83. 
So the second resolution was disagreed to. 
Before the decision was announced, 

Mr. PARKS rose and stated that when his name 
was called he was not in his seat, being in attend- 
ance upon a select committee, which had leave to 

- sit during the sessions of the Elouse; and he there- 
fore asked leave to record his vote. 

Mr. MERCER objected. 

Mr. PARKS moved a suspension of the rule. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina thought a 
member had a right to vote under the circumstan- 
ces stated by the gentieman from Maine, viz: ab- 
sence under an order of the House. 

The CHAIR replied that that question had fre- 
quently been decided otherwise by the House itself. 
The motion of Mr. PARKS was disagreed to. 

Mr. TURRILL, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, made an unfavorable report on 
ihe petition of Captain Elisha Ely, praying for 
commutation of pay; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. : 

Mr. MORGAN, from same committee, made an 
unfavorable report on the petition of Jacob While, 
for an izerease of Pension; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. DUNLAP, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, made an unfavorable report on the petition 
of Archibald C. Crary, praying to commute his 
pension for certain grants of land; which was 
ordered to lis on the table. 

Mr. DUNLAP, from same committee, made an 
unfavorable report on the mémorial of the Recorder 
of the General Land Office, praying for an increase | 
of salary; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. LEA, the Committee on Reve- 
lutionary Persions was discharged for the further 
consideration of the petition of Ben}. Briggs. | 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee of 
Claims, made an unfavorable report on the petition 
of Saterbee Clark; which was ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTSMAN, the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands were discharged from the fur- | 
ther consideration of the petition of John Garnier. 

Mr. STORER, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, made unfavorable reports on the 
petitions of Daniel Sellers, Hampton Lovegrove, j 
and Christopher Dennison; which were severally 
ordered to lie on the table. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


On motion of Mr. LOYALL, the Commitiee of 
Ways and Means were dissharged from the conside- 


- ration of the memorial of Geo. Whitman, praying ` 


to be allowed to import, free of duty, materiais 
for certain iron steamboats; and the same was com- 
mitted to the Committee of Manufactures. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims, 
made an unfavorable report on the memorial of 
Gordon Robbins, praying indemnity for the loss of 
his vessel, which was burned by the British during 
ihe late war. 

Mr. VANRERPOEL asked leave to offer a re- 
solution proposing to change the daily hour of meet- 
ing of the House, from and after this date, to 11 
orctock, A. M. i 

Objectiens being made, 

Mr. CRAIG moved a suspension of the rule. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL called for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered, and were—yeas 123, 
nays 45. 

YEAS—Messe. Adams, Bailey, Berico, Beale, Bean, Bel!, 
ovee, Boyd, Buchanan, Bunch, Buras, Bynum, 
yoon, William B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, Carr, Car- 
George Chambers, John Chambers, Chapman, 
Chapin, Chetwood, Nathaniel If Claiboine, Clark, Corwin, 
Craig, Crane, Crary, Cushman, Deberry, Denny, Doubleday, 
Drom:oole, Dunlap, Ether, Everex, Fanin, Fowler, Fry, Glass- 
cock, Graham, Grantiand, Graves, Haley, Harper, Samuel 8. 
Harrison, Tawes, Hawkins, Hayses Henderson, Herod. Hoar, 
Hok, Hopkins, Howard, Hunt, Suotsman, Ingham, William 
m Richart M 
Kornon, Klingens' 


amin Jones, 
iT. Lee. L. 


f, Jo#eson, Cave Johnson, Be 
ith, Lane. i Lawler, 


“Kay, McKenna 
ery. Morgen, N : 
, Pettig ew, Phelps, Pinc 
rardson. Robertson, Augustine 
m, Rickles, Sloane, Sprague, Stan- 
John Thomsen, Waddy Thompson: 
enderpoel, Wardwell, Washington, 
isha Whitt Thomas T. Whitilesey, 
erod Williams, aril Vell—323. 
fleman Allen, Bend, Bii 
niborne, € 5 
p 


Brown, 


resolution, 
Mr. BOYD moved to amend it by inserting 10 


o’clock instead of 11. Lost. 

The resolution was then agreed to without a di- 
vision. j 
BUFFALO HARBOR. 

Mr. LOVE moved a suspension of the rule, for 
the purpose of taking up and considering the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be direct- 
ed to report to this FIouse the survey and exami- 
nation made of a harbor at the cast end of Lake 
Erie, connecting the present harbors of Buffalo 
and Black Rock; together with his opinion of the 
practicability of the construction of said harbor, 
and of its utility and necessity in regard to the in- 
creasing commerce upon that Lake. 

The motion was agreed to; and the resolution 
having been read, 

Mr. MANN, of N. Y. inquired of his colleague 

if he expected to procure any further action of the 
House upon the subject of the harbors of Buffalo 
and Black Rock during the present session? Be- 
cause, if he did, he (Mr. M.) had a werd or two 
ay on the subject. 
. LOVE replied that all he expected to pro- 
cure before the clase of the present session, was the 
opinion of the Secretary of War in regard to the 
controveried questions of the practicability and ex- 
pediency of constructing the work referred to. He 
had no expectation to obtain legislation early 
enough this session, 

The resolution was then agreed to. 

PASSAIC RIVER, N. J. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, transmiting 
a survey of the bar and obstructions to the navi- 
gation of the Passsie river, below the city of New- 
ark, New Jersey; which, on motion of Mr. PAR- 
KER, was referred to the Committee of Coni- 


' merce, and ordered to be printed. 


SOUTH ATLANTIC COAST. 
On motion of Mr. DAWSON, (by unanimous 
consent) the House took up, considered, and agreed 
to the following resolution. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be te- 
quested to communicate to: this House ‘the report 
of the Naval Commission who were charged with 
the examination of the South Atlantic sea-coast, 
for the most eligible site for anaval depotand navy 
yard. ok 

CANADA TRADE. 

Mr. HALL of Maine, asked leave to offér the 
following resolusion, which was read, as follows: °° 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquite into the expediency of revising 
the laws regulating the trade-upon. the frontiers, be- 
tween the United States and the British Provinces, 
and abolishing duties on lamber the growth of the 
Un ted States, sawed in the said Provinces and 
brought into the United States; and also upon pro~- 
duce the growth of the Provinces brought into the 
United States. Oo 

Objection being made, Mr. H. moved a sugpen- 
sion of the rule: lost, 86 to 55, not two-thirds. 

Mr. MANN of New York moved a suspension 
of the rule for the purpose of calling the States for 
resolutions and considering the same, provided that 
such resolutions should not occasion debate. 

Mr. PARKER suggested a modification, so as to 
embrace resolutions calling for information from 
the departments, and now lying on the table for 
consideration. 

. Mr. MANN assented, but the motion to suspend 
was lost. ( ae i 

The House then proceeded to the orders of the 

day, and took up the 
PRIVATE ORDERS. 

The first business in order was the motion. made 
on Saturday last by Mr. Jarvis to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill for the relief of N. and L, 
Dana and Co. was rejected. 

After some remarks by Me 
AMS, PEARCE of Rhode Is 
ERLAND, 

Mr. McKIM moved the previous question. 

Mr. WARDWELL then moved to lay the bill 
on the table. : l : 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, atid were—yeas.89, 
nays 63. . ' 

So the bill was laid on the table. : 

The bill to grant to the Atchafalaya Railroad and 
Banking company, the right of way through the 
public lands of the United States, was read the 
third time and passed. m 

The bill for the relief of Ebere:er Breed, was 
then taken up on its third reading. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the bill 
on the table. 

Mr. HAWES called for the yeas and nays, 

Mr. PATTON said as this vote would be the 
settling of an important principle, he moved-a call 
of the House: lost. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered, and were 
yeas 60, nays 90. 

So the House refused to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina moved a 
call of the House. 

Mr. PATTON called for the yeas and nays on 
this motion, which were ordered, and were-—-yeas 
60, nays 94. f 

So the House refused to order the call. 

The question then recurred on the passage of the 
bil. 

After some remarks by Messrs. CAVE JOHN- 


JARVIS, AD- 
tand, and SUTH- 


. SON, PHILLIPS, LAWRENCE, PAREER, and 


HOAR. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND moved the previous ques- 
tion, which was seconded—ayes 88, ns 38. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then moved an adjourm- 
ment: lost. 

Mr. GRAVES called for the yeas and nays on 
ordering the main question: lost. 


Mr. PARKS then moved a call of the Heuse, 
and on thet motion called for the yeas and nays, 
which were not ordered; and the motion for the call 


“was lost. 


The main question was thew ordered. 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the yeas and 
nays on the passage of the bill, which were’ order- 
ed, and were yeas 85, nays 99; so the hill was pass. 


ed. 
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The bill to glace the name of Doct. John P. 
Briggs on the navy pension roll was then taken up. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky moved to com- 
mit the bill to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. PINCKNEY moved to postpone the further 
_consideration of the bill until Friday next. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved an adjournment, 
but withdrew for the SPEAKER to present an Ex- 
ecutive communication. a 

- The SPEAKER then laid before the House a 
communication from the Secretary of State, trans 
mitting’an abstract of the number of Amcrican sca- 
men. registered in each pert of entry of the United 
States during the year 1836; which, on. motion of 
Mr. PHILLIPS, was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. PINCKNEY, 

The House adjourned. 


[In the sketch of Mr. Hannzcan’s remarks, on 
the mileage bill, it was stated that Mr. H. said he 
travelled’ to Washington by the direct route. It 
should have been. that he travelled by the only prac- 
ticable, though. not the direct, route, and that he 
charged for the route he was compelled to travel.] 

IN SENATE. 
Mowpay, January 30, 1837. 


The CHAIR laid before the Senate a communi-, 


cation from the War Department, transmitting, in 
answer to a resolution of the 24th inst. a report 
from the officer in charge of the Topographical Bu- 
reau; which, on motion of Mr. GRUNDY, was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TIPTON presented a memorial from the 
Legislative Assembly of Indiana, relative to a con- 
tinuation of the Cumberland road; which was or- 
dered to be printed, and laid on the table. 

Mr. HUBGARD presented certain resolutions, 
adopted by. the Legislature of New Hampshire; 
which wére ordered to be printed, and laid on the 
table, 

Mr. HUBBARD presented a memorial from Je- 
remiah Smith and others, praying for an appropria- 
tion to remove certain obstructions in the Patapsce 


river; which was referred to the Committee on ~ 


Commerce. 

Mr. ‘NILES presented a memorial from W. H. 
Smith; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

The CHAIR presented a memorial from the 
President and Cirectors of the Montgomery Rail- 
read Company, asking. that they may be allowed 
to construct a railroad through the public lands; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. i f $ 

Also, two memorials, praying for a post ronte; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SWIFT, from the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, reported the bill for the relief of John G. 
‘Wool without amendment. 

Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, asked to discharge it from the 
further consideration of the petition of John Ro- 
berts; which was agreed to. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on the 
Contingent Expenses of the Senate, to which was 
referred a resolution as to the necessity of increas- 
ing the:number of documents denominated “ the 
usual number,” reported a resolution that the 
number of copies of any document ordered by the 
Senate to be printed, shall be eight hundred and 
fifty; of the journal one thousand and fifty; and of 
bills, joint resolutions, and amendments, five hun- 
dred, to be distributed under the direction of the 
Secretary; which’ was considered and adopted. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, reported the bill granting a quantity 
of land to the University of St. Louis, without 
amendment. : : 

“Mr. WALKER, from the same committee, to. 
which. had been referred the petition of James 
Trimble, reported a bill for his relief; which was 
read a first time, and ordered to a second.reading. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the memorial of sun- 
dry. merchants of New York, praying that certain 


extensions of credit may be granted them cn 
a:cornt of duties payable at the customs, asked 
taat the committee might. be discharged from the 
further consideration of it. Also, from the mem^- 
rial of Richatd J. Todd, praying for a repeal of 
the duty on watches; also, from the memorial of a 
number’ of proprietors of coal land in Virginia, 
adverse to a reduction of the duty on coal; which 
was agreed to. : , 

Mr.: WRIGHT, from the same committee, to 


which was referred the resolution authorizing the “ 


Secretary of the Treasury to. have corrected a cleri- 
cal error made in the award of the commissioners 


-under the treaty with France, in 1831, reported the 


resolution from the House without amendment. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee, asked 
to be discharged from the further consideration’ of 
the petition of George Law, administrator of John 
Smith; which was agreed to. 

Mr: NILES, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, asked that they be discharged from 
the further consideration’ of the petition of Benja- 
min Sawyer; which was agreed to. 

Mr. RIVES, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of the legal representatives of John Jordan; 
which was read twice and referred. 

Mr. CLAY moved to take up the motion which 
was Jaid on the table the other day, to refer the 
memorial of the Colonization Society, asking for 
a charter, to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. : ; 

Mr. CALHOUN called for the yeas and nays on 
thequestion, which were accordingly ordered, and 
the motion was rejected by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, Clayton, Davis, 
Kent, Knight, Morris, Niles, Prentiss, Robbins, 
Robinson, Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, Tomlinson, 
and Wall—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Black, Brown, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Cuthbert, Dana, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, 
King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Linn, Lyon, 
Moore, Nicholas, Norvell, Page, Preston, Rives, 
Ruggles, Strange, Tipton, Walker, White, and 
Wright—25. 

The following resolutions. were submitted, and, 
by unanimous consent, adopted: 

By Mr. BLACK: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of in- 
creasing the salary of the Recorder of the General 
Land Office. 

_By Mr. PRENTISS: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a pension agency Montpelier, in the State 
of Vermont, for the payment of all pensioners of 
the United States resident in the counties of 
Washington, Orange, Caledonia, Orleans, Essex 
and Lamoille, in said State. 

By Mr. LYON: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of making an 
appropriation to. supply a deficiency of two thou- 
sand one hundred and fifty-nine dollars and se- 
venty-lwo cents in the appropriation made last 
year to defray the expenditures of the Legislative 
Council of Michigan Territory. 

By Mr. LINN: : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
granting relief to General Thomas A. Smith, late 
receiver of public moneys in the State of Missouri, 
who lost, notwithstanding all proper care, one 
thousand dollars ef the public funds on the way 
to the place of deposite in the city of New Orleans. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation to pay for the service 
of two companies of mounted volunteers command- 
ed by Captains David R. Hutchinson and Smith 
Crawford, who were called into the field under an 
order emanating from the Governor of the State 
of Missouri, to. quell some disturbances between 
the whites and Indians which took place in the 
Soure of the past summer on the frontiers of said 

tate. 7 

Mr. NORVELL submitted the following resolu- 
tions, which lie on the table one day: ‘ 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 


n ds inquire into the expediency of granting to ha 


_State of Michigan five per cent. of the nett pro- 


ceeds of all public lands lying within the said State, 
which were sold, under the authority of the United: 
States, from the first of January, 1836, to the first 
of Jul’, 1836; such proceeds to be applied, under 
the direction of the Legislature of the State, to the 
completion of the military roads commenced there 
in by the United States while Michigan was a Ter- 
ritory. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce in- 
quire into the expediency of making an aspropria- 
tion for a survey ofthe Falls of St. Mary, with 
a view to the construction of a ship channel around. 
said falls, between Lake Superior and Lake Hu- 
ron. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
Surveyor Gerteral’s office in the Siate of Michigan. 

The bull to designate and limit the funds which 
shall be receivabie for the public revenue, was 
taken up as the special order; and we 

Mr. RIVES addressed the Honse at length in 
its support, and in reply to Mr. Benton. 

Mr. MORRIS spoke at length in opposition to 
the kill, and, after some remarks from Mr. WEB- 
STER, 

Mr. CALHOUN intimated a wish to address 


‘the Senate on the subject, when, 


Mr. BENTON moved to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. WALKER called for the yeas and nays on 
the question; which being ordered, it was decided in 
the affirmative—~yeas 29, nays 18. 

The bill. from the House for the relief of Ebenc- 
zer Breed; and 

The bill from the House, granting to the Atcha- 
falaya Banking and Railroad company the right of 
way through the public lands; were read twice and 
referred. 

PUBLIC LANDS, 

The bill to limit the sales of the public lands 
to actual settlers, and in limited quantities, was 
taken up as the next special order, the question be- 
ing on Mr. BUCIIANAN’S amendment, to allow 
individuals in the old States to enter lands in the 
names of their minor children. 

Mr. KING of Georgia moved to postpone the 
bill until to-morrow, in consequence of the absence 
of the gentleman whose amendment was pending. 
This question was decided in the nezative—yeas 18, 
nays 27, as follows: . 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Kent, King of Georgia, Knight, 
Moore, Prentiss, Robbins, Southard, Swift, Tomlin- 
son, Wall, Webster, and White—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Cuth- 
bert, Ewing of Ilinois, Fulton, Grandy, Hen- 
dricks, Hubbard, King of Alabama, Linn, Lyon, 
Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Page, Preston, 
Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Sirange, Tall- 
madge, Tipton, Waiker, and Wright—-27. 

‘Phe question was then taken on Mr. Buewan- 
AN’s amendment, which was. adopted—yeas 28, 
nays. 15, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Calhoun, Clay, 
Clayton, Cuthbert, Ewing of Ilinois, Hendricks, 
Hubbard, Kent, Knight, Lyon, Nicholas; Norvell, 
Prentiss, Rives, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, South- 
ard, Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Tomlinson, Wal- 
ker, Wall, Webster, and White—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Fulton, Grun- 
dy, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Linn, 
Moore, Morris, Niles, Page, Preston, Ruggles, Tip- 
ton, and Wright—15. 

Mr. Clay moved further to amend, by striking 
out the fourth section, which contains the pre-emp- 
tion principle; and, after a debate, in which the 
motion was supported by Messrs. CLAY, MOR- 
RIS, and CALHOUN, and opposed by Messrs. 
WALKER and SEVIER. 

On motion of Mr. MORRIS, 

The Senate adjourned—yeas 23,nays 22. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monnay, Jan. 30, 1837. 
Pursuant to the order of Saturday, the House 
assembled at 11 o'clock, A. M. but the attendance 


-being thin, 


Mr. HOWELL moved a call of the House. 


Mr. GRANGER asked for the yeas and nays, 
remarking that doubtless there would be a quorum 
before the roll would be gone through, which would 
answer the purpose of a calh 
The yeas and hays were accordingly ordered, 

ard were—years 57, nays 55. 

Soa majority of the members present agreed that 
there should be a call. 

Mr. ALLAN of Kentucky moved to dispense 
with it. i 

The CHAIR remarked, that by the vote just 
taken, there did not appear to be a quorum present. 

Mi. BRIGGS moved that the House be counted. 

This béing done, it was ascertained that there 
were 124 members present, and the call of the 
House was then dispensed with. 

Petitions and memorials were presented by 
Messrs. JARVIS, EVANS, BALLEY and FAIR- 
FIELD of Maine. : 

[Mtr. Haut of Maine, renewed his motion to sub- 
mit the resolution offered by hit on Saturday, to 
instruct the Commiitee on Commerce to inquire ih- 
to the expediency of revising the laws regulating 
the trade upon the northern fronticr, and of abolish- 
ing duties on lumber, the growth of the United 
States, sawed in said Provinces, and brought les 
&c; which was objected to.] 

My. CUSHMAN of New Iampshire. 9 

[Mr, Cusuman presented the following joint reso- 
lutions of the Leginature of New Hampshire, 
which were laid on. the table and ordered to be 
printed.) 

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

Wnherzas, Government was “ instituted for the 
common benefit, protection and security of the 
whole community, and not for the private interests 
oremolument of any one man or class of men: 
And whereas, all manner of unnecessary taxation, 
whether it have for its object distribution, the grant- 
ing of protection to certain individuals only, or of 
certain kinds of manufactures, to the exclusion of 
all other individuals, manufactures, or trades, is 
highly detrimental to the best interests of the whole 

. people: And whereas any system of direct or indirect 
taxation for the purpose of internal improvements, 
to benefit exclusively certain individuals, or sections 
of country, at the expense of other individuals, and 
other sections, is highly to be deprecated on account 
of its manifest injustice to the great mass of the 
community: And whereas any distribution of the 
surplus revenue of the General Government ‘to the 
States, whether that surplus is an accidental one or 
otherwise, is contrary to the true spirit and nean- 
ing of the Constitution, and if the practice of taxing 
the people unnecessarily for that purpose is adopt- 
ed, will tend towards the creation of a consolidated 
Government, and to the ultimate and complete de- 
pendancé of the several States upon that Govern- 
ment: Therefore 

Resolved by the Senate and louse of Representa- 
tives in General Court convened, 'That all revenue 
arising from imports or direct taxation should not 
exceed the legitimate wants of the Government, 
and that any system tending to increase the reve- 
nue beyond that point, is oppressive and “unequal; 
therefore any compromise made by the representa- 
tives of the people tending to increase the same be- 
yond that point, can have no binding moral obliga- 
tiation upon their successors. 

And be it further Fesolved, That. a system of in- 
ternal improvements for the purpose of benefiting 
certain sections of the country at the expense of 
other sections, is not only unconstitutional, but 
highly oppressive to the great mass of community, 
and that such improvements should therefore be 
left to individual enterprise. ° 

Jind be it further resolved, That any distribution 
of the surplus fevenues of the General Government, 
would benot only contrary to the spirit of the Con- 
stitution, but ifadopted will tend to the establish- 
ment of a consolidated Government, degrading to 
the States, and reducing them toservile dependence 
upon the General Government. 

And be it further resclved, Toat our Senators in 
the Congress of the United States be instructed, 
and our Representatives requested, to use their ex- 
ertions to procure such reduction of the tariff, hav- 
ing due regard to the general interests of the whole 
community, as to meet the actual wants of the Go- 


> 


vernment, and such graduation of the prices and 
limitation of the sales of the publie lands, as will 


best promote the settlement and. actual occupancy - 


of the same: 

And that they be further instructed and requested 
to vote against any bill or resolution. providing for 
the distribution to the States of any moneys which 
may hereafter be in the Treasury of the United 
States; or for the alteration or change of the laws 
now existing regulating the deposite of public mo- 
neys so as to distribute or relinquish the repayment 
of the same; and that they be further directed to 
lay this preamble and these resolutions before both 
Houses of Congress. 

; C. G. ATHERTON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JAMES CLARK, 
President of the Senate. 
Approved, January 13, 1837. ; 
f ISAAC HILL, Governor. 
A true copy: | 
Rapu METCALF, Secretary of State. 

Messrs. BRIGGS, CUSHING, PHILLIPS, 
GRENNELL, REED, HOAR, JACKSON, LIN- 
COLN, CALHOUN, and ADAMS, of Massa- 
chusetis: 

[Mr. Brues presented the petition of the heirs 
of Gilbert Dench, late of Massachnsetts, for the 
amount due said Dench on a contract for trans- 
porting supplies during the revolutionary war; of 
Wm, Bacon and others of Richmond, Massachu- 
setts, for a post route. 

[Mr. Apams stated to the House that he had in 
his possession several petitions on the subject of 
the abolition of slavery, the slave trade, &c. and 
he asked permission to address the House on the 
right of the petitioners to have their petitions read. 
He aiso asked that their request might be entered 
on the journal, and that the question might be taken 
by yeas and nays. ' 

Mr. Antony inquired of the Chair whether the 
gentleman from Massachusetts could call for the. 
yeas and nays on a request of this kind. 

The Cuair said the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts could attain his object by moving a suspension 
of the rule, for the purpose of addressing the House 
on the subject alluded to. ; 

Mr. Anams then moved a. suspension of the 
rules, for the purpose of addressing the House on 
the right of these petitioners to have their petitions 
read; and, on that motion, called for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered, and were—yeas 44, nays 
124, as follows: 

YLAS--Messrs. Adams, TT. Alen, Bailey, Poad, 
Buchanan, W. B. Calhoun, G. Chaniber: 

Childs, Clark, Corwin, Crane, Cashi 
Granger, JI. Hail, Harper, Hazeltine, Hoar, Howell, dont, 
Ingersoll, W. J n, Janes, Jenifer, Lawrence, 3. Mason, 
McKennan, Mi n, Morris, Pearson, Phillips. Potts, Reed, 
Russeli, Slade Spangler, Sprague, Storer, and Elisha Whittle- 
sey—i¢. 


Briggs, 
s. Chapin, Chetwood 
Į , 


Jenny, Evaas, Fry, 


S—Messrs. ©. Allan, Anthony Ash, Barton, Bean, Bell, 
Biack, ulin, Bovee, Boyd, Bu Burns, “Cambyeleng, 
Carr, Casey, John Chambers, Nataniel IJ. Claiborne, John 
F. H. Claihorne, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, Cramer, 
Crary, Cushman, Dawson, Deberry, Doubieday, Dromgoole, 
Duniap, Einer, Elmore, Farlan, Fuller, Rice Garland, Glas, 
cock, Graham, Graves, Griffin, Haley, Joseph Hall, Nannegan, 

lardin, Harlan, Albert G. Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Hen- 
gerson, Herod, Wolsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, 
Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, 
John W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, 
Lansing, Laporte, Lawler, Gideon Lee, Thomas Lee, Luke Lea- 
Leonard, Lewis, Logan, Lucas, Lyon, dob Mans. William Ma, 
son, Moses Mason. Maury, McCarty, McKay, McKeon, MeKim, 
McLene, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, Owens, Page, Patterson, 
Patton. James A. Pearce, Pe w, Phelps, Pinckney, John 
Reynolds, Josepa Reynolds, R ison, Robertson, Rogers, 
Schenck, Seymour, Augusine hepperd, Shields, Shinn 
Sickles, Standefer, Steele, Sutherland, Taliaferro, Taylor, 
‘Thomas, John Thomson, Waddy Thompson, Turner, Turvill, 
Underwood, Ward, Washington, Webster, Weeks, White, 
Thomas T. Whittlesey, andSherrod Williams—124. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules. ] 

Mr. ADAMS presented a petition from the Young 
Men’s Anti-Slavery society of Philadelphia, re- 
monstrating against Congress taking any steps 
which might lead to the introduction of slavery in 
‘Texas, and moved that it be read. : 

The CHAIR said if the petition related in any 
way and to any extent to the abolition of slavery, 
it must lie on the table, under the rule, without 
reading. . ee AY 3 

Mr. ADAMS said the memorial was against the 
recognition of the independence of Texas, because 
that measure would lead to the extension of slavery. 


Mr. HOPKINS said, as he had understood the 


>S 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


- 139 


genticran from Massachusetts. to ramark: thatthe 
memorial did relate in some measure to slavery, he 
must object to the reading of the paper. ; 

Mr. GLASCOCK inquired of the Chair whether 
the paper did in any way relate to the subject-of 
slavery. ; £ 

The CHAIR could not then. determine. 

Mr. PATTON thought the petition should be 
read, so that the Honse would-be able to ascertain 
to what extent it did relate to the subject of slavery, 
if it related to it at all. : 

Mr. HUNTSMAN objected to the reading of 
the petition, ` i f 

Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas ard nays on 
the motion that the petition be read. 

Mr. JARVIS asked if a motion to lay the peti- 
tion on the table would dispose of the subject. 

The SPEAKER, having looked into the paper, 
decided that it must lie on the table, under the or- 
der of the House of the 18th of January. 

Mr. ADAMS appealed from this decision, and 
asked for the yeas and nays on the question; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. PHILLIPS rose to ask for the reading of 
the paper; and if the reading was refused, he must 
ask to be excused from voting. 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved that the whole sub- 
ject be laid on the table; 

Mr. CALHOUN, of Massachusetts, called for the 
yeas and nays on this subject, which were ordered. 

Mr. ROBERTSON then withdrew the motion to 
lay on the table. ‘ 

The CHAIR then directed the paper to be read, 
and it was read accordingly by the Clerk. 

Mr. MERCER did not think the memorial was 
comprehended within the order of the House of the 
18th of January. 

Mr. HAWES then moved to lay the appeal on 
the table; and on this question called for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered; and were yeas 131, nays 
62; as follows: 

YEAS—Mossrs. 


B. Calhoun, Cary, 
5 Corwin, Crane, 
, Granger, Gren- 


Cushing, Denny, Promg 
Sy Y; S 3 x 
D, Hazeline. 


nell, Haley, U. Hail, Harper, 

derson, Hoar, MWowell, Hubley, Hunt, Iug 
Janes, Lawrence, Lay, Lincoln, Job Mann, 
MeKennan, Mercer, Milli , Mor: 
Pearson, Phill s Schenck, Slade, Spang: 
ler, Sprague, 8 , Sutherland, wood, Wardwell, Web- 
ster, Blisha Whittlesey, and Young—62 , 

So the appeal was laid on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS presented a numberof other peti- 
tions, praying for the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia. They were from Ki 
Hingham, Duxbury, and other places i 
chusetts, and some other places, [mostly s 
females.] j 

On the presentation of each of these petitons re- 
spectively, Mr. ADAMS moved that they be read, 
but the CHAIR decided that, under the order of 
the House of the 18th instant, they would Heon 
the table. Mr. A. then, in every instance, took an 
appeal from that decision, which appeals were re- 
spectively laid on the table, on motions made to 
that effect by Alessrs. JARVIS, HAYNES, CUSH- 
MAN, HOLSEY, and MERCER. 

Mr. PEARCE of Rhode Island. 

[Mr. Pearce of Rhode Island presented resolu- 
tions recently adopted by both branches of the Le- 
gislature of Rhede. Island, reasserting the scitled 
opinion of the people of that State, in favor of ade- 
quate protection to national industry, in confidence 
of which a large amount of property had been in- 
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vested; and deprecating the consequences of the fre- 
quent agitation of the tariff question, to. prevent 
which was one of the principal. inducements to an 
acquiescence in the tariff law of 1833; also, re- 
‘spectfully protesting against any action by Con- 
gress, to anticipate the gradual operation and final 
effect of the act of compromise, so called, (itself an 
inadequate protection,) prior to the time therein 
limited, as greatly injurious: to all branches of in- 
dustry, and to all interests in said State, and in the 
country at large, and in violation of the spirit of 
said act of compromise, and of the faith of our 
national legislators. 

By. said’ resolutions, the Senators and Represen- 
tatives from that State, were requested to use their 
best exertions to prevent the passage of any act to 
impair the protection secured to the national indus- 
try in said act of compromise, passed in 1833. 

Mr. P. stated that these resolutions passed one 
branch of the legislature with but one dissenting 
voice, and the other branch unanimously. The 
resolutions were, on his motion, ordered to be print- 
ed, and referred to. the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union.] 

Messrs. HALEY and INGHAM of Connec- 
ficult. i 

, > [Mr. Haney presented a memorial from a num- 
ber, of citizens of New London, remonstrating 
against the abolition of slavery in the District of 
Columbia, and praying the non-interference of 
Congress on that subject; which took the order of 
the House, and was laid on the table.] 

Messrs. HALL, JANES, SLADE, and ALLE 
of Vermont. 

{Mr. ALLEN of Vermont presented the petition 
of 251 males, 258 females, adults, and 74 minors 
between the ages of 14 and 18 years, inhabitants 
of the town of Westford, in the State of Vermont, 
praying for the abolition of slavery and the slave 
trade in the District of Columbia and Territories 
subject to the jurisdiction of Congress, and also for 
the prohibition of the internal and coasting slave 
trade between the several States.] 

Messrs. RUSSELL, CHILDS, CHAPIN, 
GRANGER, YOUNG, HUNT, WARD, TAY- 
LOR, CAMBRELENG, McKEON, MASON, 
LEONARD, HAZELTINE, LANSING, FUL- 
LER, GIDEON LEE, and WARDWELL of 
New York. ` 

(Mr. Grancer presented a memorial, signed by 
1200 merchants and others, of the city of New 
York, praying for the establishment cf a national 
bank, and moved that it be referred to the Cominit- 
tee on Commerce, inasmuch as the Committee of 
Ways and Means, to whom the subject might be 
considered as properly belonging, bad already re- 
ported against it. Mr. G. briefly adverted to the 
importance of the memorial. ` 

Mr. CAMBRELENG suggested to his colleigue, 
who seemed to consider this as a matter of very 
great importance, particularly at this crisis, that, 
inasmuch os this question had been referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and he had been 
directed, with one exception, by the unanimous 
vote of that committee, to move its discharge from 
il, the gentleman would give the country the benefit 
of his own abilities upon it, Mr. C. therefore sug- 
gested to the gentleman to move the reference of 
the memorial to a select committee, of which he 
(Mr. Granger) would then be chairman. 

Mr. Grancer disclaimed any wish for such a 
reference. 

Mr. Surmertaxp moved its reference to a se~ 
lect committee, but the first motion was agreed 
to, and the memorial was accordingly referred to 
the Committee on Commerce.] 

[Mr. CaMBRELENG presented, among other me- 
morials, one from the city of Brooklyn in favor of 
the bill for reducing the tariff.) 

{Mr. Tayior presented some papers relating to 


the services cf Frederick Sammons in the war of’ 


the revolution, and injuries he received during said 
war. He moved they be referred to the Committee 
on. Invalid Pensions, with instructions to mguire 
into the expediency of placing him on the Invalid 
Pension roll of the United States. ] 
(Mr. Warp presented the petition of James Va- 
rien, Daniel Palmer and others, of White Plains, 
N. Y. praying for compensation for property de- 


stroyed by the American froops during the revolu- 
tionary war; referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims.] ; 

(Mr. Lronarp presented two petitions from sun- 
dry inhabitants of the counties of Steuben and Che- 
mung, in the State of New York, praying the es- 
tablishment of a post route from the head of Sene- 
ca Lake to the town of Corning, in said State.] - 

[Mr. Lansine presented the petition of Isaac 
Chapman and others, soldiers and artificers in the 
army of the United States during the late war, 
praying that they be allowed. bounty lands; also, 
the petition of Erastus Corning and others, mer- 
chants and residents of the city of Albany, praying 
an appropriation to build a pier and breakwater at 
Van Buren Harbor, in Chautauque county, in the 
State of New York. 

[Mr. McKeon presented the following petitions: 
From citizens of New Jersey, for the erection of a 
light-house on Robbins’ Reef; from citizens of New 
York, for the improvement of Van Buren Harber; 
from represtntatives of Baron. De Kalb, for com- 
pensation for revolutionary services; from_ the 
Chamber of Commerce of the city of New York, 
for the employment of relief vessels on the coast of 
the United States.] 

(Mr. Cuapin presented the petition of Ebenezer 
Pierce, a soldier inthe American army during the 
revolutionary war. The petitioner states, that 
while in the service he was twice wounded by the 
enemy, once in the neck by a musket ball, and af- 
terwards in his thigh by a bayonet, and claims half 
pay as an invalid, from December, 1783, to May, 
1818, when a pension was granted to him by the 
United States: referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. ] 

Messrs; GALBRAITH, CHAMBERS, HAR- 
PER, PEIRSON, HUBLEY, INGERSOLL, SU- 
THERLAND, DENNY, McKENNAN, and 
C ARK, of Pennsylvania. 

{Mr. Cuampers of Pennsylvania presented a 
memorial from a number of. citizens of the county 
of Adams, Pennsylvania, praying the abolition of 
slavery and the slave trade in the District of Co- 
lumbia.] 

(Mr. Hvsiry presented sundry memorials, 
signed by a number of citizens of Schuylkill 
county, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against a re- 
peal of the duty on foreign coal; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, to whom the subject had been com- 
mitted. | 

Mr. MILLIGAN of Delaware. , 

Messrs. THOMAS, HOWARD, McKIM, 
PEARCE, TURNER, and JENIFER, of Mary- 
land. 

Messrs. MORGAN, ROBERTSON, MERCER, 
TALIAFERO and LOYALL, of Virginia. 

[Among the petitions presented by Mr. LOYALL, 
was the memorial of Mrs. Ann J. Ross, praying 
that some provision be made for herself and chil- 
dren, in consideration of the gallantry displayed 
and important services rendered by her late hus- 
band, Andrew Ross, of the Marine Corps, who died 
of wounds received in battle with the Seminole In- 
dians.] 

Mr. W. B. SHEPARD, of North Carolina. 

Messrs. PINCKNEY and RICHARDSON of 
South Carolina. ; 

Messrs. HAYNES and HOLSEY of Georgia. 

My. CHAPMAN of Alabama. 

Messrs. CALHOON, HARLAN, and WIL. 
LIAMS, of Kentucky. 

{Mr. Casnoon presented a memorial of the 
American Colenization Society of Kentucky, ask- 
ing the aid of Congress to further the objects of 
said society, and moved its reference to the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Apams contended that this petition came un- 


“der the operation of the order directing all papers 


on the subject of abolition to be laid on the table. 
This society, he said, certainly contemplated the 
abolition of slavery. 

Pig Pinckney moved, to lay it on the table. 
„Lost. 

The memorial, under the rule, and debate on 
the point raised by Mr. Apams being likely to arise, 
was ordered to Jie over till Monday next.] 

(Mr. Haruan presented the petition of sundry 


inhabitants of Kentucky, praying for pecuniary aid 
from the General Government to the American 
Colonization Society; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Messrs. The SPEAKER, STANDEFER, 


- HUNTSMAN, DUNLAP, and LEA, of Tens 


nessee. 

Messrs. WHITTLESEY, MASON, 
BOND; KILGORE, THOMSON, 
SPANGLER, and McLENE, of Ohio. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. 

Messrs. LANE and DAVIS of Indiana. 

[Mr. Lanz presented the following: 

The memorial of Elizabeth Timms of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, praying relief for injuries sus- 
tained by her in consequence of the tragical death 
of an honorable member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives in April, 1834. 

The memorial of John Cook cf, Lucas County, 
Ohio, praying relief for improvements made upon 
public lands, which greatly increased its value and 
the receipts into the Treasury. 

The memorial cf Richard R. S. Bealle, repre- 
sentative of Capt. Robert Bealle, deceased, praying 
commutation pay due the deceased may be paid to 
his Jegal heirs.] 

[Mr. Carr said he wished to submit to the 
Touse a resolution which he was very desirous 
should be adopted. It related to a subject in 
which many very worthy citizens felt the deepest 
interest, and for the purpos? of enabling the House 
to judge of the merits of the resolution, he would 
send it to the Chair to be read. The resolution 
was read, as follows: ; 

Resolved, That this House will, on Thursday the 
second day of February next, resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole, for the purpose of taking 
up and considering bill number 570, granting a 
bounty in land to the militia men, mounted mili- 
Ua men, volunteers, and rangers, who defended the 
country during. the late war with Great Britinn, 

Objection being made, the House refused, at this 
time, to consider the resolution.] 

Mr. GHOLSON of Mississippi. 

Messrs. CASEY, REYNOLDS, and MAY of 
Illinois. 

[Mr. Casey presented the petition of sundry 
members of the Legislature of Jilinois, praying the 
establishment of a post route from Maysville, in 
Clay county, by Green’s Mills, in said county, 
thence to Erwington, in Effingham county, thence by 
the Bine Point, in seid county, to Shelbyville, in 
Shelby county; which, on his motion, was referred 
to the Commiltee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads.] ; 

{Mr. Rrynotys of Hlinois presented the petition 
of a number of respectable citizens of the State of 
Hlinois, praying for the alternate sections of land 
on the vailroad from Alton, in the State of Llimois, 
to Mount Carmel, to be given for the construction 
of a raiiread between those points: referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. ] 

[Mr. May presented petitions from a humber of 
setilers residing on the unsurveyed lands lying in 
the northern part of the State of Mlinois, praying 
the passage of a pre-emption law in their favor. 

Also, a petition from a number of citizens of Il- 
linois, praying the establishment of a mai! route 
from Monmouth to Hennepin. 

Also, a petition from a number of the inhabitants 
of Fulten and Warren counties, Ulinois, praying 
the establishment ofa post route from Farmington, 
in Fulton county, via Troy, Smithfeld, St. Augus- 
tine, Greenfield, in Warren county, t0 Burlington, 
in Wisconsin Territory. ] 

Messrs. HARRISON and ASHLEY of Mis- 
souri. i 

[Mr. Harrison presented the mémorial of the 
Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the eity of St. 
Louis, praying an appropriation sufficient to remove 
the sand bar in the harbor of St. Louis. The peti- 
won ef Edward J. Davenport and cthers, praying 
relief for those who. suffered losses from French 
spoliations, prior to 1800. The petition of David 
Hamilton; also, of Alexander McKorkle and others, 
praying the right of pre-emption.] 

Mr. CRARY of Michigan. 

(Mr. Crary presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Michigan for an appropriation for an 
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accurate survey of the lakes Ontario, Erie, St. 
Clair, Huron, Michigan, aud Superior. 
petition of numerous citizens of Michigan for an ap- 
propriation for the constauction of a harbor and 
light-house at the mouth of the Kalamazoo river. 
Also, a memorial of a number of citizens of Mi- 
chigan,-praying Congress to have a, survey made 
of the flats at the mouth of St. Clair river. Also, 
a petition of Gen. John M. Williams of Detroit, 
praying compensation for property destroyed dur- 
ing the late war with Great Brifain.] 

Mr. WHITE of Florida. 

Mr. JONES of Wisconsin, 

[Mr. Jones, of Wisconsin, presented petitions 
praying for the restriction of the sales of public 
lands, and the passage of a pre-einptien law; for the 
construction of a harbor and light-house at Mil- 
waukie; for the,construction of roads from Green 
Bay to Chicago, from Milwaukie tothe Mississippi. 
The petition of Jno. D. Bell, of Bellevue, Da- 
Buque Co. praying for a grant of the pre-emptior 
right to one quartersection of land, at and near that 
place. Also, a petition for post routes. : 

Mr. INGERSOLL submitted the following re- 
solution: e 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Public 
Buildings be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of completing the es ont of the Capitol, 
by providing suitable 

Mr. Mek EON mo 
“and to provide a si 
in the Library of Co: 

Mr. INGERSOLL : 


1 fo amend, by inserting 
of Jeferson, to be placed 


Mr. CLAIBORNE of Mississippi submitied the 
following resolution, which, by consent, was consi- 
derel and adopted: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Navy be re- 
quested to inform this House what progress has 
been made-in the survey of the coast from the 
Rigolets to Mobile mt, authorized at the last 
$ oof Cengress; and whether, ia his opimen, 
any farther appropriation is neccssary. 

Mr. McCARTY submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which, by the rule, lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the Sccretary of the Treasury be 
requested to transmit to this House copies of all 
the papers on file in the Treasury Department and 
General Land Office, in reference to the examina- 
tion and condition of the land office at Fort 
Wayne, made during the fall of 1836, by Mr. 
West, including said examiner’s report, and all 
letters and correspondence upon that bject, and 
the alleged delinane “the receiver of pablic 
moneys at said of 


adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to fnrnish this House with a copy of the report of 
the survey of James river, in Virginia, made in pur- 
suance cf an act of Congress of the last session. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Ohio, 

Resolved, That the Committee -on Revoiutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inguire into the expedi- 
ency of placing the vame of Barnet Hagerman on 
the pension roll of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of La. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pablic Lands 
inquire into the expediency of sing the com- 
pensation of the deputy surveyors of the State of 
Louisiana, for surveying the public lands in the 
said State, which cannot be surveyed for the com- 
pensation now-allowed by law, 

On motion of Mr. THOMSON of Ohio, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee, on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting a township, or other quantity of land, to 
each of the States of this Union, to enable them to 
erect suitable buildings, and to print or purchase 
all necessary books for the instruction of the blind 
within their respective limis. 

Mr. TURNER submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which, by consent, was considered and adopt- 
ed: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War furnish to 
this House the report and estimates of the engi- 
nes? appointed to examine and survey the harbor of 
Wavre-de-Grace in Maryland. 
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On motion of Mr. GHOLSON, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Public, 


Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of removing the land office from Augusta, in the 
State of Mississippi, to Paulding, in Jasper county, 
in said State. 

On motion of Mr. SPANGLER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of placing Samuel Tiail, of Knox county, Ohio, a 
soldier in the late war with Great Britain, on the 
pension roll. 

On motion of Mr. PATTERSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
relinquishing the jurisdiction of the Government 
of the United States over the road from the lower 
rapids of the Maumee river to the west line of the 
Western Reserve, in the State of Ohio, and au- 
ing the Legislature of the State to take such 
measures as they may think proper to reconstruct 
such road, and keep the same in repair; and that 
the memorial passed on that subject by the Legisla- 
ture of said State, at their session of 1835-6, be 
referred to sai! committee. : 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be ihstrneted to inquire into the propriety cf 
p g a law for the benefit of Robert Tobin, per- 
mittiug bim to locate and enter four hundred acres 
of the public land, as an equivalent for a four hun- 
dred acre land warrant issued by the State of Vir- 
ginisa, many years ago, to William Hardin, and 
assigned by him to Benjamin Hardin, which war- 
rant is herewith referred to said committee. 

On motion of Mr. CALHIOUN of Kentucky, | 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of granting a pension to James. McMullen of 
Kentucky. 

On motion of Mr. CLAIBORNE, of Mississippi, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for erecting a custom-house at 
Natchez, and for a survey of the harbors of 
Natchez, Grand Gulf, and Vicksburg, preliminary 
to the improvement of the same; also, into the pro- 
priety of making provision for removing the bars, 
or deepening the channels, at the mouths of Pearl 
and Pascagoula rivers, and for removing the rafts, 
snags, sawyers, and other impediments in that arm, 
or cut-off, of the Mississippi river, known: as the 
Yazoo Pass; also, into the expediency of endowing 
a hospital at Natchez for the relief of sick or disa- 
bled mariners and boatmen navigating the Mis: 
sippi river. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, 

Resolved, Thet the Committee on Public Lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of amend- 
ing the act of Congress passed on the 28th May, 
1828, entitled “An. act for the relief of the purchas- 
ers of the public lands that have reverted for the 
non-payment of the purchase money,” and the act 
on the same subject passed.in June, 1832, so as to 
enable the heirs and legal representatives of de- 
ccased persons to draw scrip on all forfeited land 
stock remaining in the name of said deceased per- 
son, upon the heirs or legal representatives of such 
deceased person giving a refunding bond, to be ap- 
proved of by the Register of the Land office, in 
donble the amount of the scrip issued, and under 
such other restrictions as may be thought proper 
and necessary in all cases where the original certi- 
ficate given to such deeeased persons have been 
lost or destroyed: ; 

On motion of Mr. MANN of New Yerk, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
amending the laws of the United States in relation 
to imprisonment for debt, so as to place alien plain- 
tiffs upon the same focting as citizens of the several 
States, in respect to their legal remedies. 

On motion of Mr. YELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be insiracted to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing an additional land office in the State 
of. Arkansas, to be located ia the county of John- 
son. 


On “ellen of Mr. YELL, 


j the middle district 


Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the-expediency 
of causing the necessary surveys and: estimates ‘to 
be made for the purpose of forming such eanals 
and embankments as may effectually drain the vale 
ley of the St. Francis river, improve: the navigas 
tion thereof, and drain the public lands now océa- 
sionally flooded by the same. 

On motion of Mr. FRENCH, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, be requested to inquire into the expe- 
diency of requiring the postage on all letters sent by 
the Express Mail, to be paid in. advance; and that 
thecommittee. inquire into the expediency of abolish- 
ing the Express Mail, . 

On motion of Mr. CRARY, i 

Resolved, That the Committee on Publie Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expedieacy of esta- 
blishing a surveyor general’s office for the State of 
Michigan. 

On motion of Mr. CRARY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inguire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the survey of the Falls of St. 
Mary, witha view to the construction of a ship 
channel between Lake Superior and Lake Huron. 

Oa motion of Mr, JONES of Wisconsin, i 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Qa- 
hals be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making an appropriation for the survey of Rock 
river from its- mowh to the Fourth of the Four 
Lakes; and for the survey of the Wisconsin and 
Pecketouiea rivers, the Des Moines and Ioway, the 
Tox, Manitowa and Sheboygan. 

Mr. WHITE of Florida submitted the following 
resolution, which was rejected: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Private- Land 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of transferring all the undecided land claims in the 
eastern district of Florida, and all claims under the 
Sth article of the Florida treaty, to the Judge of 
for decision, or of providing 
some other mode for their speedy adjudication. 

Mr. MERCER moved to reconsider ‘the vote by 


- which the above resolution was rejected, 


After some remarks by Messrs. MERCER, 
CRANE, CAVE JOHNSON, CHAMBERS of 
Pennsylvania, and WHITE of Florida, 

Mr. MERCER moved to postpone the subject 
until Monday next; which was agreed to—ayes 89, 
noes 33. ` , 

Mr. MANN, of N. Y. (being absent on duty, as 
a member of a select committee, when the State of 
New York was called,) on leave, presented a peti- 
tion. 

Mr. MANN, of IN. Y. moved to consider the vote 
by which the bill for the relief. of Ebenezer Breed 
was passed on Saturday, and, as tbe bill had been 
sent to the Senate, he further moved that a message 
he sent to that body for its return. 

The first motion was entered, and the second lies 
over for decision by the Chair. 

The CHAIR laid before the House a commnni- 
cation from the Secretary of the Treasury, in con- 
formity with the suggestion contained in his annual 
report to Congress, submitting a statement of the 
furthe: proceedings for the settlement of the claims 
of the United States against the Bank of ‘the United 
States; which, on motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, 
was referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

On motion of Mr. GRENNEL, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
‘Torspay, January 31, 1837. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from 
the State Department, giving the number of. regis- 
tered American seamen in each quarter of the year 
1836; which was referred to Committee on.Gom- 
merce. i 

The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the War Department, giving a list of the appropria- 
tions and expenditures for the. year 1836; and 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, it was referred to 
the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. TIPTON presented the memorial of Jere- 
miah Tayler of Indiana, praying for a pensi 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions, 


E Tes 


1? 


Mr. T. also presented the petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Carroll county, Indiana; which was referred 
to tne Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. LINN presented the following memorials 
and pelitions: : 

JA memorial from the Legislative Assembly 
of. the Wisconsin Territory, praying „for the depo- 
site of arms, ammunition, &c. for defence of said 
Territory, in casé*df Indian invasion: referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. i 

A memorial from the same, praying for the pas- 
sage of a law to authorize the appointment of a 
commission to adjust the titles to lots in certain 
towns: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

A memorial from the same, praying for the pas- 
sage of pre-emption laws: referred to the same 
committee. ; 

A petition from the corporate authorities of the 
city of St. Louis, asking an additional appropria- 
tion to aid in removing a large sard bar, which 
threatens to shut up and destroy their harbor: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

A petition from Joseph Bogy asking relief for 
injury done him in consequence of a mistake com- 
mitted by the clerk of one of the courts in the Ter- 
ritory of Arkansas, by which mistake the petitioner 
was deprived of several hundred acres of land 
which have been decreed to him by the Supreme 
Court of Arkansas, under authority from the 
United States: referred to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

A. petition from the legal representatives of Ju- 
lim Dubuque, asking to be confirmed in their titles 
lo a tract of land on the west bank of the Missis- 
sippi river, in the Territory of Wisconsin, which 
land was granted to Dubuque by the Baron de Ca- 
rondelet, in the year 1796, and which grant was 
made with the approbation of the Sac and Fox 
tribes of Indians, as they acknowledged in the 
treaty held with them by General William H. Har- 
rison, in the year 1806: referred to the same com- 
mittee. 

A petition from Thomas Hart, praying for a do- 
nation of one quarter section of land, in commuta- 
tion for money paid by him for the use of the Uni- 
ted States, in the late war with Great Britain: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands; and 

A memorial from the citizens of Milwaukie, 
praying Congress not to confirm, but to reject the 
act entitled “An act to incorporate the stockhold- 
crs of the Milwaukie Bank; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance; and the memorial, to- 
gether with the charter of the Milwaulrie Bank, 
were ordered to be printed. ` 

Mr. WALKER presented the petitions of smn- 
dry citizens of - comly, Mississippi, and of 
sundry citizens of Monroe county, same State, 
both praying for the establishment of new mail 
roules; which were referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memerial of the 
Chamber of Commeree of the city of New York, 
praying that some of the small vessels of the navy 
may be employed as relief ships daring the winter 

7 referred to the Commit- 


off the coast of New York: 
tec on Commerce. , 

Mr, TOMLINSON presented the petition of sun- 
dry. citizens of Connecticut, praying for an appre- 
priation for the improvement of ihe harkor of Da- 
rien: referred to the. Committee on Commerce. 

, On motion òf Mr. HUBBARD, the Committee on 
Claims was discharged from the further considera 
tion of the petiuons of Hiram Humphries, Robert 
Pullen and Penjamin W. Hopkins, 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, to which had been referred: the periton of 
George C. Johnson, reported a*bill for his relief; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The following resolutions were submitted and 
adopted: à 

By Mr. ROBINSON: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions in- 
quire into the propriety of providing by law for 
the payment of the pension agent for IHfnoj , and 
sach other pension agenis who for the last year 
have received no compensation for their services, 

By Mr. TOMLINSON: 

Resolved, That the-Commitiee on Commerce be 
insiructed to inquire into the expediency of mak- 
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ing an additional appropriation. to improve the 
harbor of West Port, in the State of Connecticut. 

Mr. CLAYTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which lies on the table one day: ane: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
New Castie a port of entry, either distinctly from, 
or conjointly with, the port of Wilmington. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, to which was referred the bill to encourage 
the employment of boys in the naval service, re- 
ported the same without amendment. 

Mr. RIVES, from the same committee, to which 
had been referred the bill for the relief of Thomas 
B. Parsons, reported. the same without amendment. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, 

- The report of the Committee on Claims, adverse 
to the petition of Joseph Nourse, was taken up. 

- Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to amend the resc- 
lution at the conclusion of the report, by striking 
out the word “aol,” so as to make it read “Resolved, 
that the prayer of the petitioner ought to be 
granted: and after some remarks from Messrs. 
CRITTENDEN, PRESTON, LINN and HUR- 
BARD, ; 

On motion of Mr. LINN, the report was laid'on 
the table. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to take up the bill to 
designate and limit the funds which shall be receiv- 
able for the public revenue. 

This motion was opposed by Messrs. GRUNDY 
and WALKER, on the ground that it would inter- 
fere with the land bill, which it was necessary to 
have a decision on previous to any legislation as to 
the revenue; and after some further remarks from 
Messrs. RIVES, PRESTON and CALHOUN, the 
question was taken and decided in the negative— 
ayes 16, noes 20. 

PUBLIC LANDS, 

The bill to prohibit the saies of the public lands, 
except to actual settlers, and in limited quantities, 
was taken up as the special order, the question be- 
ing on Mr. C1ay’s motion to strike out the 4th sec- 
tion, which contains the pre-emption principle. 

Mr. KING of Georgia spoke at length in oppo- 
sition to the bill, and particularly to the clause pro- 
posed to be stricken out. He viewed the bill as es- 
tablishing a system of partiality, plunder, and per- 
fidy ; a system in which those who had the least 
merit would make the most profitable speculations. 
If the bill passed at all, he was indifferent as to 
the details of it: perhaps it would be hetter for the 
ecuntry if it should pass in the worst shape in 
which it had heen presented. It was not surprising 
that it shouid be popular with those who were to 
be so greatly benefitted by if; but that those whose 
constituents were to be plundered should tamely 
and quietly submit, was not and onght not to be 
expected. But he was much mistaken if this men- 
sure conid be protected from that discontent and 
indignation with which the great majority of the 
people of the United States always visit a course 
of injustice and oppression. They should re- 
collect that the public lands were public trea- 
sure, and belonged as much to the whole 


people of the Umted States as the money in the 


Treasury, and should be protected precisely in the 
same way, and should he distributed among the 
States with as much equality as possible. A very 
large portion of this property was acquired by the 
common biool and treasure of the old thirteen 
States; and the other portion was purchased with 
the money of the whole, derived from taxation on 
the consumption of the country, the consumers 
being principally in the old States. Under these 
j tances me would suppose that the new 
States would be satisfied with an equal share of 
this demain; but no: notsatisfied with the millions 
upon millions cf acres that had been lavished upon 
them, with the appetites of cormorants-they would 
‘swallow all. The annals of time, he said, did not 
exhibit a growth in population, wealth and 


` resourses commersurate with that of the new 


fates; while, on the other hand, the history of 
the world did not present such a scene of pre- 
mature old age and decay as was witnessed 
in the old States. - 'This* bill, -he said, had been 
called an administration measure, and the friends 
of the administration had. been as such call. 


| ed upon to support it. He denied that it was an 
administration measure; but do not, said he, talk to 
me about an administration measure, when you 
put your fingers in my pockets for the benefits of 
Squatters and speculators. Mr. K. enlarged on the 
inequality of the bill in confining its benefits to those 
who lived in’ the new States, while the people of 
the old States: who had given this domain to the 
. General Government, were prevented from partici- 
pating in its benefits; and instanced the State of 
Georgi, who had given the territory for two of the 
richest States, and yet her citizens were prevented 
from crossing the line, to purchase a portion of 
these very lands. After entering into calculations, 
tracing the causes of the unexampled speculations 
in the public lands, and showing that it must be 
temporary, Mr. K. went on to oppose the pre- 
emption feature in the bill, which he locked upon 
as the worst, offering all the lands of the United 
States, from Florida to the mouth of the Colum- 
bia, surveyed and unsurveyed, whether the In- 
dian title be extinguished or not, to those who had 
the least claims on the bounty of the country. 

Mr. BAYARD said that he had listened with 
grea delight to the Senator from Georgia, who had 
given a true exposition of facts as connected with 
the speculations going on in public lands, and the 
effects which would result from passing this bill. 
Mr. Bs first objection to the section proposed to be- 
stricken out was, that it changed the whole policy 
of the Government in regard to the pubiic lands, 
binding the Government to make them a source of 
revenue. Flis second objection to the bill was, 
that it was holding out an encouragement to the 
people of the old States to leave their homes, and 
go where a popniation was not wanted. 

Mr. B. read a communication from the Secreta- 
ry of the ‘Treasury at the last session, by which it 
appeared that the whole amount of lands surveyed 
in cach State and Territory was 166,970,000 acres; 
that there had been sold 44,000,600- some odd 
hundred thousand acres; and the consequence was 
that no less than 122,000,000 remained subject to 
private entry. But what did this bill propose to 
do? It proposed to open all the unsurveyed lands 
to emigrants. Not less than from 170,000,000 to 
200,000,000 acres of unsurveyed lands were to be 
thrown open to the people, to go and settle upon 
where, and when, they pleased. 


Mr. B. next adverted to the price of the- public 
lands, and asked the Senator from Mississippi whe- 
ther, taking the whole of them together, the y could 
be valued at no more than $1 25 per acre? and 
then argued that -the effect of the bili was nothing 
less than to offer & temptation to the people of the 
old States to go West. The bill, too, was unequal 
in ils provisions, and the inevitable consequence 
would be, should it pass, that those living in the 
neighborhood of the public lands would get hold of 
all the choice land. And, they would have a de- 
cided advantage over individuals coming from the 
Eastern States, because they possessed that local 
knowledge of the best lands. which those from a dis- 
tance had not; for they had not had the opportu- 
nity of finding them out, not having lived in the 
neighborhood of the lands. In faethe looked upon 
the bill as opening a door to fraud, and offering a 
bonus tc the population of the old States to remove 
to the West. : 

Mr. TIPTON vindicated the conduct of some 
of his constituents, against whom he considered 
the Senator from Georgia (Mr. King) to have 
made charges, as connected with their having 
settied on the public lands. He had done 
great injustice to Mr. Ts constituents, by placing 
them on the same footing as squatters. Mr. T. 
went on to show wherein his constituents differed 
from those who purchased lands when the Yazoo 
country was in the market for sale: What! (he 
inquired,) are these men to be denominated thieves 
and robbers? The honorable Senator had done 
them great injvstice; and he felt certain that, did 
he know the true state of the facts, he would not 
have made so serious a charge as this. With re- 
gard to the section under consideration, he would 
vote against it. Indiana had nothing to hope or to 
fear from it. She would be glad, however, if 


the old pre-emption were revived; and if Congress 
desired that the frauds which were said to be pers 


petrated in the purchase of the public lands should 
cease, let them graduate the price. : 
Mr. KING of Georgia made a few explanatory 


ar, bs 
remarks, and averred that it was not the wish of a 
great majority of the people.of the new States, so 
far as he could ascertain, that a pre-emption law 
should” be passed. - 

Mr. TIPTON expressed himself tolerably well 
satisfied with tħe explanation of the Senator from 
Georgia. He was aware that a great majority of 
the people residing in the new States are not anx- 
ious for a pre-emption law. The majority of the 
people of the State of Ohio, as well as his own 
Slate, care nothing about it, and have not asked 
Congress to pass such law. There are but three 
counties in Indiana where the people did care for, 
and desire, the passage of such a law, and they 
were honest and honorable men. ` 

Mr. FULTON said the passage of this bill would 
put an end to the enormous speculations which had 
taken place in the public lands. Such had been 
the effects of the combinations of speculators in the 
purchase of lands, that they had compelled men to 
pay from five to twenty dollars per acre for them, 
when, in fact, they would not otherwise have had to 
have given more than one dollar. In the State of 
Arkansas, during the last year, whole counties were 
entered by speculators; and honest, industrious 
meny had been compelled to quit their homes; and 
ata sale which took place at Little Rock last spring, 
some speculators combined against the honest set- 
ters, and they purchased the whole of the land 
offered for sale, and in a few days afterwards they 
sold it al auction, and realized about one thousand 
dollars per share. “Millions of dollars would have 
been expended in the samo way, had it not been 
for the much-reprobated Treasury order, which 
prevented their bank paper from. being received. 
Mr. F. defended the provisions of the bill against 
what had been alleged against it, and then spoke 
of those men who were denominated “ squatters,” 
THe vindicated their character from the daspersions 
which had been cast ‘upon it, and argued that they 
were bold and brave, and hardy adventurers, who 
went into the very wilderness of the country, where 
they settled down and cultivated the land, thereby 
rendering the public landsthe more valuable. He 
remarked that the State of Arkansas was settled by 
“squatters,” who were so much denounced here; 
six or eight hundred of whom, were at present at 
Fort Gibson, and who had wished to defend the 
frontier from the savage and ruthless invader. Ad- 
verting to the settiement of the public lands, he 
said, that insivad of its being criminal to do so, 
Congress itself had authorized the adoption of that 
course. And had sot Congress from the year 1824 
to the present time been granting pre-emption 
rights? Certainly they had. With regard to what 
had fallen from tre Senator from Georgia, in re- 
spect to the salesof land in Alabama, he wontd 
remind him that they were credit sales; and in con- 
sequence of the high prices that were given by the 
purchasers to the Government, it was at length im- 
portuned so much from year to year to lower the 
price, that it was finally reduced almost to a mini- 
mum, and cash payments were demanded. The 
ill consequences of high prices, too, had caused the 
present system. ; 

And, with respect to the system about to intro- 
duced, he considered that it would puta stop to 
speculation entirely, and would greatly tend to re- 
duce the revenue of the Government as derived 
from the sales of the public lands. The great 
recommendation of the bill was, that the Gover 
mont of the United States was to be the landlord; 
that lands would be purchased of them, instead cf 
unreasonable and grasping speculators, so that jus- 
tice would be done to every man, In conclusion, 
he expressed his hope fhat the provision under con- 
sideration would be adopted by the Senate. 

After a few words trom Mr. BAYARD, on tak- 
ing the question, the amendment was rejected by 
the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Kent, King Ga. 
Knight, Moore, Morris, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, 
Ruggies, Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, Tomlinson, 
Wall, Webster—22. ` 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Dana, 
Ewing, Tl. Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, 
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King Ala. Linn, Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, 
Page, Rives, Robinson, Sevier, Stange, Tipton, 
Walker, White, and Wright—24. 


Mr. CLAY moved to amend the bill. by provid- . 


ing that the sight of pre-emption shall not apply to 
any lands prior to their being surveyed. 

After some remarks in’ opposition to the motion 
by Messrs. LINN and WALKER, it waslost: ycas 
23, nays 23; as follows: . 

YEAS—Bayard, Brown, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Kent, King of 
Alabama, Knight, Morris, Prentiss, Preston, Rub- 
bins, Ruggles, Southard, Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, 
Tomlinson, Walland Webster—23. 

NAYS—Renton, Black, Dana, Ewing of Illinois, 
Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, King of 
Georgia, Linn, Lyon, Moore, Nicholas, Niles, Nor- 
vell, Page, Rives, Robinson, Sevier, Tipton, Walk- 


| er, White and Wright—23. 


Mr. BLACK moved to amend the bill by_ pro- 
viding, that the privileges of this act shall not ex- 
tend to any others than citizens of the United States, 
which motion was adopted: yeas 24, nays 21; as 
follows: 

YEAS—Bayard, Black, Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Fulton, Grundy, Kent, King of 
Alabama, Knight, Page; Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, 
Ruggles, Southard, Swift, Tipton, Wall, Webster 
and White—23. 

NAYS—Benton, Brown, Cuthbert, Dana, Ewing 
of Tilinois, Hendricks, Hubbard, King of Georgia, 
Linn, Moore, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, 
Robinson, Sevier, Strange, Talimadge, Walker and 
W right—20. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, the bill wasamended 
by providing that no pre-emption shall extend be- 
yond the limits of any State or organized Territory 
of the Union. 

Mr. TALLMADGE offered an amendment pro- 
viding that this act shall continue in force unti! 30th 
June, 1842, and no longer. 

Mr, CLAY said, if this biij should be passed, 
the whole of the public lands would be gone. 

Mr, WALKER said he should: vote for the 
amendment of the Senator from New Yoak, and he 
would take the occasion to remark that should the 
bill pass, it would be found on the 30th of June, 
1842, that Congress would have preserved from the 
hands of speculators at least eighty million acres of 
the public domain. ; 

After a few remarks. from Messrs. CLAY, 
RIVES, BAYARD, HUBBARD, and CALHOUN, 
the amendment was agreed to without a division. 

Mr. MORRIS asked lcave to lay an amendment 
on the table, which he propesed to cifer as a substi- 
tute for the billasamended by the committee, which 
was granted, and it was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MORRIS then moved that the Senate ad- 
journ, which motion was rejected; ycas 20, nays 26 
as foliows: 

YEAS—Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Davis, Kent, King of Georgia, Knight, 
Moore, Morris, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, South- 
ard, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, Wall, and Web- 
ster—20, 

NAYS—Benton, Black, Brown, Cuthbert, Dana, 
Ewing, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, 
King of Alabama, Linn, Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, 
Norvell, Page, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, 
S:range, Tallmadge, Walker, White and Wright— 

The question was then taken on agrecing to the 
amendment as reported by the Committee on Public 
Lands, as amended, and decided in the afirmative— 
yeas 26, nays 18, as follows: f 

S—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Cuthbert, 
Dana, Ewing of Ilinois, Fulton, Grondy, Hen- 
dricks, Hubbard, Kent, King cf Alabama, Linn, 
Lyon, Moore, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Page, 
Robinson, Rives, Sevier, Strange, Talimadge, 
Walker, White, and Wright—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Kent, Knight, Morris, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Robbins, Ruggles, Southard, Swift, 
Tipton, Tomlinson, Wall, and Webster—18. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate as 
amended; and 

On motion of Mr, CLAY, it was ordered to be 
printed as amended. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
TUESDAY, January 31, 1837. ; 

Mr. ALrorn, member elect from the State ` of 
Georgia, appeared, was qualified, and took his 
seat. 

Mr. ADAMS moved a reconsideration, of the 
vote of the House by which a. memorial. from the 
Colonization Society of Kentucky was. yesterday 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs; which 
was entered. $ : 

[Mr. A. reiterated his argument that. every 
petition from this society must mecessarily relate to 
the subject of the abolition of slavery, and fell un- ` 
der the operation of the resolution of the. 18th in- 
stant, ordering all papers on that subject to lie on 
the table.] : 

Mr. REYNOLDS, of Iinois, from the Commit- 
tee on Roads and Canals, reported a resolution pro- 
posing to discharge the Committee of the Whole 
from the “bill for the survey of certain rivers and 
roads therein mentioned,” and the “bill for the sur- 
vey of the Illinois and Kaskaskia rivers,” and to 
refer said bills to the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals; which was concurred in. ` ; 

Mr. WARDWELL, from the Committee ‘on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill explanatory 
of the third section of the act, entitled an act gran- 
ting half-pay to widows or orphans when their hus- 
bands and fathers died in the military service of the 
United States, in certain cases, and for other pur- 
poses: read twice and committed. a MS 

Mr. WARDWELL, from the same cominittee, 
reported a bill for the relief of. Benjamin Gannett, 
widower of Deborah Gannett, asoldier of the reyo- 
lution: read twice and committee. . 

[This isa most smgular case, as the following 
statement of facts show. H appears from the report 
that the maiden name of the said Deborah Gannett 
was Deborah Sampson, of Sharon, Massachusetts. 
That she enlisted in the army of the revolution, 
under the assumed name cf “Rotert Shurtleff,” 
served faithfully for nearly three years, until the 
close of the war, when she was honorably discharg- 
ed. She was at the capture of Cornwallis, was 
wounded at Tarrytown by a musket ball; which 
was never extracted; the effects of which wound 
followed her through life. She received a pension 
from the Government until the year 1827, when 
she died. The said Benjamin Gannett is repre- 
sented to be a poor, but honest man. ` Has expend- 
ed a considerable sum of money from time to time 
on account of the disabilities of his wife, the effecy 
of the hardships she endured, and the wound she 
received while in the service. The marriage took 
piace in the year 1784, a year after the war.] 

Mr. WARDWELL, from the sane committee, 
reported a resolution proposing to set apart two 
hours on Friday the 10th of February, after one 
o’clock, for the purpose of taking up and consider- 
ing, unless sooner disposed of, all the bills reported 
by the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, but 
that any bill that should elicit debate should he laid 
aside, and no further action had thereon, on that 
day, unless by the consent of the House. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio expressed a hope 
that this resolution would not be concurred mm. ~ 

Mr. WARDWELL replied that the House had 
always heretofore set apart some time for the relief’ 
of the old soldiers, and this resolution only asked 
for two hours, 

Mr. PATTON moved to amend it by including 
also bills reported from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Mr. JARVIS moved to amend the amendment 
by incinding aiso bills reported from the Committee 
on Naval Aftairs relating to pensions, which Mr. 
PATTON accepted asa modification. 

Mr. HOWELL moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table, which was agreed to-—71 to 59. 

My. THOMAS, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported the following resolulion, which 
was coneurred in: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be authorized to send for persons and papers, and 
to inguire into.the truth of the charges made in the 
memorial of William L. Brent and Richard S. Cox, 
complaining of the official conduct of Buekner 
Thruston, one of the Judges of the Cireuit Court 
of the United States for the District of Columbia, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Commitee of 
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Ways and Means, moved that the papers and doc- 
uments sent in from the Treasury Department yes- 
terday, and then referred to that committee, in rela- 
tion tothe claims of the United States against the 
Bank of the United States, be printed; which was 
agreed to. . F 

. Mr. CONNOR, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill providing 
for the erection of a building for the Post Office 
Depariment: read twice, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. . 

INCREASE OF THE ARMY, &c. 

Mr. COLES, from the Committee on Military 
‘Affairs, reported a bill to increase the rank and 
file of the army of the United States, and for other 
purposes: read twice, and referred to a Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. COLES, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill concerning the re-organization of 


the army of the United States, and for other pnr- 
poses: read twice, and committed to a Committee 
of the Whole on. the state of the Union. 

Mr. COLES, from the same committee, reported 
@ joint resolution directing the Secretary of War to 
cause the rules and articles of war to be revised, 
and to report the revision to the. next session of 
Congress: read twice, and laid on the table. 

Mr. WASHINGTON, from the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, reported a bill making 
appropriations for the support of the Penitentiary 
of the District of Columbia, and for other purposes: 
read twice and committed. 


HARBOR BILL. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported a bill to provide for certain har- 
bors, and to remove the obstructions in and at the 
mouths of certain rivers, and for other purposes: 
read twicc, and committed io a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 
~ Mr. SMITH, from the same committee, also re- 
ported a bili providing for the adjustment of certain 
accounts: read twice and committed, 

CONVENTION WITH SPAIN. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, reported with amendments, Senate bill to 
to continue in force for a limited time the act, en- 
tilled.anact to carry into effect the convention be- 
tween the United States and Spain. 

Mr. CRATG, from the Committee on Revoin- 
tionary Claims, reported Senate bill, without amend- 
ment, for the relief of Sarah Ames, and other 
heirs at law of Benjamin King, deceased: com- 
mitted. . f 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee cn the 
Public Lands, reported without amendment, Senate 
bill for the relief of Thomas Cannon: committed. ~ 

Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, made an unfavorable report in the case of 
William Poor; which was ordered to lie on the ta- 
ble. 

Mr. WARDWELL, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensious, made an unfavorable re- 
port in the case of Massy Harbyson; which was 
ordered. to ie on the table. 

Mr. RBOULDIN, from the Committee for the 
District of Cohumbia, made an unfavorable report 
in the ease of William Ffollins; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. LAY, from the Committee on Roads and 
Canals, made unfavorable reports in the cases o 
Eney Ellis, Barret Hagerman, and Anne Delano. 

ir. MORGAN, from the Committee on Revo- 
Ba Pen: ons, made an unfavorable report in 
the case of Lemuel Lobey; which. was ordered to 
He on the table. à 

On motion of Mr. KENNON, the Committee on. 
the Public Lands was dise harend fromthe farther 
emsideraticn of the case of James. Kinny; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. : 

Mr. WHIHTTLESSEY, from the Committee of 
Claims, made an une favorable report in the case. of 
John Cayford; w hich was crdered to lie en: the 
table. > 
On motion ef Mr. WHITTLESEY, the Com- 
mittee of Claims was discharged from tue further 


consideration of the petition of John W. B. Thomp-- 


son, the individual who defended the Cape Florida 
light-house, and became perfectly disabled in that 


defence; and the same was referred to the Com- 
mittee on ‘Invalid Pen 

Mr. HANS EGAN, on leave, ee peti- 
tion. 


ons. 


FREEDOM OF ELECTIONS. 
The House then tcok up the motion submitted 


by Mr. BELL, fer leave to bring in a bill to secure 
the freedom of elections. 
Mr. BELL, who was entitled-to. the floor, con- 


cluded hisremarks, and Mr. GRAVES obtained 


-the floor, but gave way to 


Mr. CAMBRELENG, on whose motion the 
House proceeded to the orders of the day. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG asked the consent of the 


_ House to go into Committee of the Whole cn the 


annual appropriation bills. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina, objecting, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved a suspension of the 
role: agreed to without a count, and the House ac- 
cordingly 1esolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole on the State of the Union, Mr. CRAIG ‘in 
the chair. ` 

On motion. of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the com- 
mittee took up the “bill making appropriations for 
the current expenses of the Indian Department, and 
for fulfilling treaty stipulations with the various In- 
dian tribes for the year 1837.” 

The bill having been read, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG made a brief explanation 
in regard to the general features of the bill. 

Several immaterial amendments having 
agreed on, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved an additional item 
of upwards of $700,000, to cover the expenses of 
removing, foraging, clothing, subsistence, &c. the 
Creck nation of Indians to their country west of 
the Mississippi, pursuant of the treaty of 1832, and 
for investigating the frauds, and the causes of the 
Creek war, &e. which, after some conversation be- 
tween Messrs. CAMBRELENG, GARLAND of 
Louisiana, EVERETT, A. H. SHEPHERD, 
PARKER, and HOLSEY, was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved sundry other ad- 
ditional items in relation to the Seminoles, Otta- 
was, Miamies, Pottawatomies, Chippewas, Loways, 
Osages, Kansas, Delawares, Mi sourias, Chero- 
kees, Winnebagoes, Weas, &e. which were all 
severally nereed | to. 

Mr. ASHLEY moved an amendment, em- 
bracing the payment of a claim of $1610 for ser- 
vice performed under the Superintendent of Indian 
Affairs at St. Louis, Missouri; which, after a 1 
words from the moyer, Mr. CAMBRELENG, and 
Mr. HARRISON of Miss souri, Was agreed to. 

Mr. CLAIBORNE of Mississippi offered the fol- 
lowing amendment, which he declared was of the 
last importance to a highly respectable ‘and much 
injured portion of his constituents: 

“And for the compensation of these citizens of 
Mississippi who were deprived of their Improve- 
ments by having orphan and- other claims under 
the treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, fifty thousand 
dollars.” 

After a few words from Messrs. CLAIBORNE, 


been 


LAWLER, GHOLSON, PARKS, and CAM- 
BRELENG, it was disagreed to. 


The bill was then laid aside, and the committee, 
on motion of Mr, GARLAND of Louisiana, took 
up and considered the “bili to establish aa addition- 
al laud office in Louisiana,” [at Natchitoches. ] 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELE ONG the commit- 
tee then rose and reporied the foregoing bills to the 
House. 


SPEAKER laid before the Hovse a com- 
munication from the Secretary cf War, transmit- 
ting a statement of the appropriations and expendi- 
teres for that department, for the year 1836, fogeth- 
er with the balance s remaining in the Treasury on 
the 3ist of December; which, on. motion of Mr, 
CAMB RELE ING, was laid on the table, and order- 
ed to be printed. 
On motion of Mr. CUSHING, 
- The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
` WEDNESDAY, February 1, 1837. 
Mr. ROBINSON presented the joint resolutions 
of the Legislature of Tinois, asking to exchange 


their school sections for other Jands: laid on the 
table. 

Mr. KENT presented the petition of the Mayor 
and Council of the City of Baltimore, praying that 
a depot may be established at that city for the use 
of the United States revenue cutters: referred to the 


Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition of 
Lydia Andrews, praying for a pension: referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. i 

Mr. WALL presented the petition of a number 
of citizensof Jersey City, New Jersey, praying 
that that place may be made a portof entry: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

The CHAIR communicated the memorial of 
William Brent, jr. a citizen of the District of Co- 
lumbia, complaining that the electoral vote of the 
State of South Carolina has been given by persons 
elected by the Legislature of said State contrary to 
the Constitution. : 

Also, amemorial from the same, complaining 
that four of the electoral votes of the State of Vir- 
ginia were given by persons who are members of 
ihe Legislature of that State; and, 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the memorials 
were referred to the select committee appointed to 
count the votes for President and Vice President of 
the United States. 

On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, the Committee 
on Pensions was discharged from the further cen- 
sideration of the petition of Samuel Grifith, 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the snme committee, re- 
ported a bill forthe relief of Samuel White ; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Committee 
on Pensions was discharged from the further con- 
sideration ‘of the petitions of Andrew Bean and 
Thomas G. Tucker. 

On motion ef Mr. TOMLINSON, the same Com- 
mittee was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of John Miles, and from the 
farther consideration of the petition of Catherine 
Heard ‘and others, widows of revolutionary sol- 
diers, praying that the pensions of their late bus- 
bands may be allowed them. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judicia- 
ry, to which the subject had been referred by resolu- 
tions of the Senate, reported a bill to increase the 
salaries of certain Judges of the District Courts of 

the United States; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. DAVIS; from the select comniittee appoint- 
ed on the subject, reported a bill providing for the 
appointment of three scientific persons to examine 
and test the utility of the inventions for preventing 
the bursting of steam boilers; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the Committee en 
Pensions was discharged from the farther consi- 
deration of the petition cf Thomas J. Morrison. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported, without amendment, the biil 
giving the right of way through the public lands 
to the Atchafalaya Railroad “and Banking com- 
pany. 3 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Committee on 
Military Affairs was 'dischateed from the further 
consideration of the penni ion of William B. Parker. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, crdered that 
after Saturday next the daily hour of meeting of 
the. Senate shall be eleven o’cleck, instead of tweiye 
o'clock, A. M. 

Mr. RUGGLES offered the FONG wing resolution, 
which was considered and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed 3 to Inquire into the expediency of revis- 
ing the tz lating the trade upon the frontiers 
between the United States and the British Provin- 
ces, and abolishing duties on lumber the growth of 
the United States, sawed in the same prov inces, 
and brought into the United States; and, also, upon 
produce, ‘the growth of the provinces; brought into 


Mey, 
the. United States. 


The resolution submitted by} Mr. Ewing of Ohio, 
directing the Secretary of the Treasury to conimu- 
nicate to the Senate any information in his posses- 
sion. relative to frauds in pre-emption floats in 
Indiana was taken up; and, after some remarks 
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from. Messrs. Nıċmoras, CLAY, Ewina of Ohio, 
and SEVIER, 

Mr. CLAY offered an amendment directing the 
Secretary also to communicate any:information in. 
his possession relative to frauds in pre-emption 
floats in other States; which amendment being 
agreed to, the resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

The bill to prohibit the sales of the public lands, 
except to actual settlers, and in limited quantities, 
was taken up as the special order, the amendments 
made in committee having been agreed to yester- 
day, and the bill reported {o the Senate. 

Mr. NORVELL moved an amendment to the 
fourth section of the bill, providing that it shall not 
be construed so as to affect the selections of land 

` which have been, or may be made, for the salt 
springs belonging to Michigan. 

Mr. WALKER did not consider that the amend- 
ment was at all necessary, for the provisions of the 
bill covered what the Senator was desirous of ac- 
complishing. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BROWN moved an amendment to the 
fourth séction, making it retrospective in its char- 
acter in regard to pre-emption settlement. 

My. B. said he offered this amendment with a 
view to obviate the objection entertained by some 
gentlemen that the section, as it stood, would hold 
out a sort of bounty to persons residing in the old 
States to emigrate to the West. Now, should the 
amendment prevail, no such temptation would be 
held out as under the existing section. 

Mr. RUGGLES moved to amend the amend- 
ment so as to confine the operations of pre-emp- 
tions to settlements prior to the Ist of December, 
1836. 

Mr. BROWN accepted the modification; and, 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
as amended, and it was adopted by the following 
vote: 

YEAS—Messrs Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Da- 
na, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Hubbard, Kent, King 
of Georgia, Knight, McKean, Morris, Niles, Page, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, Swift, 
Tallmadge, Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, and White 
—30. 

NAYS—Messrs. Eenton, Plack, Ewing of INi- 
nois, Fulton, Grundy, Hendrie! ks, King of Alabaina, 
Linn, Lyon, Moore, Nicholas, ‘Norvell, Robinson, 
Sevier, Tipton, Walker, and Wright—17. 

Mr. EWING of Ohio, submitted an amendment 
to compel the individual entering a pre-emption to 
oceupy and cultivate his land’six months previous 
to such, pre-emption. 

Mr. WALKER disapproved of the proposed 
amendment, and said if the amendment of the gen- 
tleman. from Ohio should prevail, he would vote 
against the bill. 

Mr. EWING of Ohio said, that according to the 
bill as it was, a man had nothing to do but to re- 
remain a day or two on the land fo entitle him to 
a settlement. 

Mr. BROWN said, almost every gentleman 
seemed to think that some bill should pass. Now, 
if this amendment prevailed, the bill would be 
greatly impaired in the estimation of many Sena- 
tors. The gentleman from Ohio was mistaken. in 

saying that the bill required a mere temporary resi- 
dence; it required not only occupancy, but cultiva- 
tion also. 

Mr. WALKER hoped that the amendment of 
the gentleman from North Carolina would prevail; 
if not, a principle would be introduced in the bill 
which ought not to find its way there. Such a prin- 


ciple could not be found in any bill heretofore. 


passed of this character. . If, then, this new priaci- 
ple should be inserted, he w as prepared to abandon 
the bill, and he w ould ask for the yeas and nay 

Mr, CLAY said tha , if the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi should vote against the bill, as he threatened 
to do, it would be no great caldmity. As for him- 
self, he would vote against it if no one else did. 
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What! would it be pretended by any Senator, thata 
man, by remaining a day upon the public lands, 
should be entitled to pre-emption? ‘Was that the 
right upon which gentlemen would grant the right 
of pre-emption? No: actual cultivation and pos-- 
session was necessary ; this was the practical ope- 
ration of the pre-emption laws whi ch had hereto- 
fore been passed. ‘Fhis requirement should be in- 
sisted upon by the present bill; and the require- 
ment proposed to be inserted in the bill of a six 
months’ residence, was only, he repeated, carrying 
out the intention of the old pre-empticn laws.  ~ 
Mr. RUGGLES remarked that he was desirous 
that a bill should pass restricting the lands to actual 
settlers, but he considered three months would be 


_long enough. 


The question was taken on the adoption of the 
amendment, and it was carried. 

Mr. RUGGL ES moved to strike out “six,;” and 
insert “three; which was lost. 

The debate was continued by Messrs. BAY- 
ARD, NILES, CRITTENDEN, BROWN, CAL- 
HOUN, and PRESTON, when 

Mr. WALKER moved a reconsideration of the 
vote of the Senator from Maine, to insert “three” 
instead of “six,” and asked for the yeas and nays; 
which being taken, were—yeas 28, nays 18 

So the vote was reconsidered; and, 

On taking the question on Mr. RUGGLES’S 
motion to strike out “six,” and insert “three,” it 
was agreed to, 

On motion of Mr. RUGGLES, the bill was 
amended so as to require an actual occupation and 
cultivation of the tract three months prior to the 
ey of a pre-emptior 

» MORRIS mov ad to amend the bill by ad- 
fie a clause requiring the individual purchasing 
on a pre-emption, to have erected a dwelling house 
on the land, and to have resided therein the ‘term of 
three months. 

Mr. CALHOUN asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. SEVIER moved to lay the bill and amend- 
ments on the table, and asked for the yeas and nays 
on the question; which being ordered, the question 
was decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis Bing of Ohio, Kent, King 
of Georgia, Knight, Moore, Morris, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Robbins, Sevier, Switt Tomlinson, aud Web- 
sier—20. 

WAYS—Miessrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Cuth- 
bert, Dana, Ewing of Niinois, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hendricks, Hubbard, King of Alabama, Linn, 
Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Page, Rives, 
Robinson, Ruggles, Southard, Strange, Walker, 
Wall, White, and Wright—26. 

Mr. MOORE moved that the Senate adjourn; 
which motion was rejecied—yeas 20, nays 26, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Kent, 
King of Georgia Knight, Moore, Morris, Preston, 
Pren iss, Robl s, Southard, Swift, Tomlinson, 
Wall, and Webster-—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Cuth- 
bert, Dana, Ewing of Illinois, Fulton, Gr undy, 


Hendricks, Hubbard, King of _ Alabama, Linn, 
Lyon, Iicholas, Niles Norvell, Page, Rives, Rug- 
gles, inson, Seyler, Strange, Tallmadge, Tip- 
ton, Walker, wW hite, and Wright—26. 

After some ‘remarks’ frora Messrs. MORRIS, 


BAYARD, WALKER, EWING of Ohio, EWING 
of Illinois, the amendment of Mr. MORRIS was 
rejected—yeas 21, nays 25, as follows: 
YEAS—Messes. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, } Ewing of Ohio, Kent, King 
of Alabama, King of Georgia, Knight, ‘Moris, 
P: -entiss, Preston, Robbins, Ruggles, Southard, 
Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, and White—21. 
NAY S— Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Cuth- 
bert, Dana, Ewing of Ilinois, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hendricks, "Hubbard, Linn, Lyon, Moore, Nicho- 


las, Niles, Norvell, Page, Rives, Robinsoi, Bavier, 
“irange, Swifi, Tailmadge, Walker, and’ Wright— 

5 

Mr. NORVELL inoved to amend the bill: by 
providing that the restriction which confines. the 

benefits of this act to citizens of the United States, 
shall apply only to the pre-emption system. 

Mr. N. observed, that the section, as it now 
stands, was the adoption of a policy never before 
known in the United States i in the sales -of the pub- 
lic lands. i 

After some words from Mr. 


LINN in: favor. of 


the amendment, 


Mr. NORVE LL said, thatif he had thought that 
the motion would prevail, he would have moved to. 
strike out the ninth section altogether; as it ought 
not to be in the bill at all. 

Mr. WEBSTER asked if it was the intention of 
the Senate, in a bill giving so great a bounty as this 
bill, to extend it to ever, 'y man in England, France, 
and Ireland? W ould they extend the privilege of 
entering lands for their children to fathers in foreign 
countries, when the friends of the bill, «with so 
much reluctance, consented that it should. be ex- 
tended to those in the old States. 

Mr. W. moved to amend the ninth section, so as 
to restrict the privileges of pre-emption and ‘settle- 
rnent for children, io citizens of the United States; 
which was agree od to. 

The question was then taken on Mr. NOR- 
VELL’S motion to'strike out the ninth section; 
which wasrejected—yeas 9, nays 22, as follows; 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Hendricks, 


Linn, Lyon, Norvell, Rebinson, Sevier, and 
Wall ker—9, 
NAYS—Mossrs. Bayard, Black, Calhoun, Clay, 


Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis, Ewing 
of Ohio, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, Kent, King of 
Alabama, King ‘of Georgia, Moore, Morris, N ich- 
olas, Niles, Page, Prentiss, Preston; Ruggles, Rob- 
bins,. Southard, Swift, ‘Tallmadge, tT omalinson, 
Wall, Webster, White, and Wright-—22. 

Mr. RUGGLES moved to strike the Sth section. 
from the bill [this is the section permitting fathers 
in the old States, or mothers in case the fathers are 
dead, to enter a, section of land “for the benefit of 
minor children. ] 

ARD called for the Joas and nays 

1, which were ordered; and after some 
rks from Mr. RUGGLES, the motion was 
-yeas 12, nays 46, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Fulton, King of 
Alabama, Linn, Moore, Morris, Niles, Page, Rug- 
gles Sevi er, and Wright—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, ‘Dana, [wing of ilino S, Ewing of Ohio, 
Grandy, H endricks, Flubbard, King of Georgia, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Rob- 
bins, Robinson, Southard, Swi ift, Vallmadg e, Tom- 
linson, Walker, Wal, Webster, a and White—26 6 

Mr. MOOR E moved to amend the bill, by re- 
ducing the price of all lands that have been in the 
market ten years to T doilar per acre; and all 
lands that have been in the market fiiteen years i 
seventy-five eents per acre. 

Mr. MORRIS here moved that the Senate 
journ, which was carried—-veas 21, nays 20; a 

The Senate adjourned. 
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Mr. BEALE, from the same committee, reported 

a bill for the relief of Captain James Hunter: read 

twice and committed. : 

, Mr. FRY, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to Tho- 
mas West of Alabama: read twice and committed. 

LIGHT HOUSE BILL. 
On motion of Mr. SUTHERLAND, the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union was 
discharged from the further consideration of the 


ill: making appropriations for light-houses, light-` 


boats, buoys, surveys, &c. and the same was. re- 
cominitted to the Committee on Commerce. 
r WESTERN INDIANS. 

Mr. EVERETT, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill to provide for the security 
and protection of the emigrant and other Indians 
west of Missouri and Arkansas: read twice, and 

. committed to a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. E. gave notice of his intention to bring this 
pill before the House at as early a day as possible, 
as it was a very important measure, for the pur- 
pos of its being acted upon at the present session. 

e did not wish to interfere with the appropriation 
bills; and he would, therefore, name a day, before 
which it was possible those bills would. be passed. 

_ He accordingly gave notice that he should call up 
the above bill for consideration on this day fort- 
night. 

Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, made unfavorable reports in the case of 
Lewis Goorley and Charles Park; which were or- 
dered to lieon the table. Í 

On motion of Mr. TALIAFERRO, the Commit- 
tee of Claims was discharged from the further 
consideration of the ‘petition of Wm. Scott, and 
that the petitioner have leave to withdraw his pa- 

ers. - ` 
j . FREEDOM OF ELECTIONS. 

The House then resumed, as the unfinished bu- 
siness of the morning hour, the motion of Mr. 
Beuu for leave to bring in a “bill to secure the 

freedom of elections.” 

‘Mr. GRAVES, who was entitled to the floor, ad- 

. dressed the House at length until 12 o’clock, when, 
on motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
proceeded to the orders of the day. 

The following message, in writing, was received 
from the President of the United States; by the 
hands of his private secretary, ANDREW Jackson; 
Jr. Esq. i 

| To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

Therewith transmit to the House,. the copy of a 
letter addressed to me by the Governor of the State 
of Maine, on the 30th of June last, communicating 

- sundry resolutions of the’ Legislature of that State, 
and claiming the reimbursements of certain moneys 
paid to John and Phineas R. Harford, for losses 


and expenses incurred by them under circumstan- ` 


ces explained in the accompanying papers. 
ANDREW JACKSON, 
Washington, 30th January, 1837. 
STATE OF MAINE. 
Exkécutive DEPARTMENT, 
Augusta, June 30, 1836. 
To his Excellency ANDREW Jagxson, 
President of the United Stat s: 
_ In compliance with a request of the Legislature 
of this State, I have the honor to transmit to your 
Excellency the-accompanying resolutions. 
It will be recollected that-in August, A. D. 1831, 
a meeting of the inhabitants of Madawaska was 
. held for the purpose of organizing the government 
of said town, by the election of town officers. A 
subsequent meeting of said inhabitants was held 
for the choice of a representative, to represent them 
in the Legislature of this State. In consequence 
of these meetings, a British military force arrested 
several of our citizens concerned in said proceed- 
ings, carried them to Fredericktown, in the Pro- 
vince.of New Brunswick, and there confined them 
in jail. John Harford, to escape capture, fied to 
the woods, and secreted himself for about sixty 
days. 
the irruption of cattle into his fields, and he has 
since been compelled to abandon his land: Phineas 
\R. Harford, at the. time of the approach of the 


His crops in consequence were damaged by - 
S y 


` ness. 
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settlements of Madawaska, where he was chosen 
by the inhabitants to accompany John Baker to 
Portland, to convey to the Executive of this State 
the situation of affairs at Madawaska. 

For the losses and expenses thus incurred by the 
said John Harford and Phineas R. Harford, there 
has been paid to each’ of them, from the Treasury 
of this State, the sum of one hundred dollars. 


It has been made my duty, by a resolution of the + 


Legislature of Maine, to bring this subject to your 
scellency’s consideration, and I would respectfully 
request that the sums paid as aforesaid to the-said 
John Harford and Phineas R. Harford, may be re- 
imbursed to the Treasury of this State by the Go- 
vernment of the United States: i 

I have the honor to be, with sentiments of high 
consideration and respect, your excellency’s obe- 
dient servant, 

(Sigaed) ROBERT P. DUNLAP. 

The message and letters of the Governor having 
been read, were, on motion of Mr. EVANS, refer- 
red to the Committee of Foreign Affairs, end or- 
dered to be printed. Z ; 

The following message was also received and 
communicated. . 

To the Senate and House of Representatives: 

I herewith transmit certain papers from the War 
Department, relative to the improvement of Bruns- 
wick harbor, Georgia. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

Washington, Jan. 27, 1837. 

The message having been read, was, on motion 
of Mr. DAWSON, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

The joint resolution from the Senate, for the ap- 
pointment of a joint select committee, to ascertain 
and report on the mode of examining the votes for 
President and Vice-President of the United States, 
&c. was taken np and concurred in, and the com- 
mittee on the part of the House ordered to consist 
of five members. i $ 

The bill reported from the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union yesterday, for the 
establishment of an additional land district in 
Louisiana, was concurred in, and ordered tə be en- 
grossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

The House then took up the “bill making appro- 
priations for the current expenses of the Indian 
Department, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations 
with the various Indian tribes, for the year.1837.” 

The bill was reported vesterday from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, with sundry amendments, 
and the question pending was on concurring with 
the committee in their several amendments. 

Mr. CUSHING, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the House at length, and went at large 
into an examination of the policy pursued by this 
Government for some yeas past towards the Indians, 


particularly with reference to the continuance of 


their independent sovereignty, civilization, emigra- 
tion, &c. 

Mr. EVERETT followed in some explanatory 
remarks of the report made by him some years 
since from the Committee on Indian Affairs, and 
which had been adverted to and quoted by Mr. 
Cusninc. Mr. E. said the report was uncommitted 
as to any expressed opinion of the policy of the 
Government, but they took it up as the already es- 
tablished settled policy of the Government, and 
then set about devising the best means to carry out 
that policy with justice, for the benefit of the In- 


dians, and to ensure the best interests of the United: 


States. 

Mr. E. then adverted to the causes of the Creek 
war, which were now proved to have originated 
in the frauds perpetrated upon them by the land 
speculators and others.. The Seminole war had 
also sprung out of the bad conduct of the whites, as 
he had demonstrated last session. He did not 
charge the Government with having, in any way, 
given.its countenance to the acts perpetrated there, 
but it was not free from the charge of supine- 
He then quoted from the Arkansas Ga- 
zette, a statement of the mode and manner in 
which the Creek Indians were being removed to 
the country assigned them on the Arkansas river. 
This. account showed the Indians were enduring 
the most severe privations and sufferings, from 


British military force aforesaid, fled to the upper jj want of clothing and proper subsistence; and were 
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dying in large numbers on the road from these 
causes, and being forced with unnecessary speed, 


by the contractors, to hasten on their journey, &e. 


Mr. PARKER was prepared to adopt some 
remedy for the removal of the evils complained cf; 
and, to effect that object, he moved to recommit 
the bill to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
with instructicns so to modify and amend it as to 
strike out-all. the general appropriations made 


‘therein for the. Indian tribes, and insert in their 


place specific appropriations founded on the esti- 
mates for. which the money is required and stated 
to be due. 

Mr. LAWLER opposed the motion. There 
was neither time for it, nor was the specifications 
sought for particularly needed, as the appropria- 
lions were all-founded on estimates, and were for 
objects all well underderstood. He replied to Mr. 
Everett, arguing that the Indians had forfeited 
their position of occupancy of their old lands, by 
their repeated, continual; and unprovoked acts of 
barbarous hostility, committing the grossest acts of 
aggression and depredation. It was true that some 
few of them were removed in irons, but not only 
necessity required it, but even humanity towards 
the Indians themselves. | He questioned whether 
the alleged frauds had been the sole cause of the 
war, nor.was he in possession of the fact that such 
frauds had been committed as had been charged, 
but if it could be proved, he called upon the 
gentleman from Vermont for his proof. 

Mr. HOLSEY held a recommitment of the bill 
to be entirely unnecessary; for every member had 
the necessary specifications of the appropriations 
on his table, so far as they could be furnished. A 
reference to the stipulations of the Creek treaty 
would show it to be impossible to specify all the 
items, and adverted to one providing that arms 
should be furnished to each warrior, and their num- 
ber was not yet known. He affirmed that the Creeks 
had themselves abrogated the treaty, and relieved 
this Government from all obligations in reference 
to their lands by having placed themselves in the 
hostile attitude they did. Te complained of the 
conclusion to which the gentleman from Vermont 
had come, before the report of the commissioners 
to investigate the Creek frauds had been made up. 

Mr. DAWSON defended the character of the 
people of Georgia and Alabama from having been 
guilty of any conduct producing the late Creek 
war, and ascribed it solely to the conduct of the 
General Government and its officers. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG ‘hoped the House would 
not recommit this bill. With reference to the 
alleged frauds, he called attention to the fact that 
this very bill contained an appropriation for their 
investigation; and he further stated that, in the 
course of a very few days, a report would be made 
by the commissioners charged with that duty. 
"That would present a more proper occasion to dis- 
cuss the subject of the causes of the Creek war, and 
the part these alleged frauds, if any such be found 
to have existed, may have had in producing the 
war. 

With regard to the motion to recommit, he 
would explain, ina few words, the object of it. 
Mr. C. then cited one of the genera! items, and then 
read in extenso the estimates upon which it was 
founded, some twenty or thirty in number, some of 
them embracing trifling amounts, and which show- 
ed that if the specifications were carried out through 
the bill, would swell it to a volume in size. - 

Mr. GLASCOCK differed materially from his 
colleague (Mr. Dawson) in relation to the source 
of these frauds. He was fully apprehensive that 
when an investigation should be had into this mat- 
ter, that the causes of the war with the Creeks 
would be ascertained to be, if not immediately, re- 
motely, the frauds alluded to by that gentleman; 
but he denied entirely that those frauds were to be 
attributed to any actof the Chief Executive. That 
some individuals who had been corinected with the 
Government, had participated in these frauds he | 
would not pretend to deny; but he did ceny that 
the Executive had any knowledge of it, or had the 
power to control it. The companies which orga- 
nized for the purpose of practising these frauds, be- - 
longed to both political parties, and many of those, 
individuals had held high {situations in Georgia; 


£ 
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but he knew that a large majority of the 
citizens of Georgia - condemned the transaction. 
The whole transaction was now undergoing 
a strict investigation before a competent tri- 
bunal, and when that was got through. with the 


American people would be able to place their .fin- 


ger upon the guilty, and treat them with the scorn 
their conduct merited. Such; said Mr. G. has been. 

-the zeal of the Executive in endeavoring to` coun- 
teract these frauds that he had ordered. the patents 

. for these lands not to be issued until the whole mat- 
ter should be investigated; and, in consequence of 
this course, he had called down upon his head the 
hitter hostility of `a number of persons connected 
with these transd¢tions. Mr. G. regretted to say 

` that many of those individuals had held high offi- 
cial situations in his own State;.but he did notcon- 
sider that any imputation would attach to the State 
of Georgia in consequence of the act of a few of 
her citizens; because the people would treat those 
persons as their acts merited, when their transac- 
tions should be brought to light. 

Mr. LEWIS regretted that when appropriations 
were asked for in relation to the Creek Indians, they 
were always met by the cry of fraud., He did not 
deny that frauds had been perpetrated, but the peo- 
ple who lived in the immediate vicinity were the 
first to memorialise Congress for an investigation, 
and heartily expressed their detestation of those 
who had been guilty of them. Mr. L. represented 
that portion of the country, and he should not be 
doing his duty to his constituents ifhe did not make 
this declaration of their reprobation. of these 
frauds. He hoped, however, the further discussion 

- of that subject would be suspended until the report 
of the commissioners came in, which was shortly 
expected. 

Mr. HAYNES thought this discussion premature. 
Ifthe conduct of Georgia was before the House, 
he would willingly contribute his mite in her de- 
fence, but, if not, he hoped the discussion would be 
confined to the only: subject properly under con- 
sideration. 

Mr. PARKER said a few words in support of 
his motion, and asked for the yeas and nays there- 
on, but the House refused to. order them, and the 
motion was disagreed to without a division, and 
the amendments of the Committee of the Whole 
were all severally concurred in, j 

Mr. WILLIAMS of: Notth Carolina submitted 
an additional section, providing that no Indian 
should hereafter be removed, by contract, from 
the east to the west side of the Mississippi. 

After.a few words from Messrs. WILLIAMS 
gnd HAYNES, 

Mr. M‘KIM demanded the previous question, 
which was seconded, and the main question being 
ordered, on the engrossment of the bill, was put and 
carried without a division. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading to-morrow. 

ARMY BILL. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
then resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole 
on the state-of the Union, Mr. CASEY in the 
Chair, and took up the “bill making appropria- 


_tions for the support of the army of the United |f 


States for the year 1837.” 

‘Mr. CAMBRELENG made a general explana- 
tion of the features of the bill, and, under instruc- 
tions from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
submitted a variety of additional items, based on 
estimates from the Ordaance Department, which 
were all agreed to. > 

The committee then’ rose and reported the bill 
and amendments to the House, which were seve- 
rally concurred in, and the bill, as amended, was 
then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to- 
morrow. 

NEW YORK FIRE. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that he had 
been very.much pressed by a number of his con- 
stituents.to call the attention of the House to two 
bills then before it, in relation to the sufferers by 


the New York Fire, viz: one to remit the duties, and ` 


the other to explain the act of the last session. He 
accordingly asked the consent of the House to take 
up and consider those bills. 

Objection being made: 


ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 


Mr. CAMBRELENG moved a suspension of 
the rule. Lost. BS : D: 
LIGHT HOUSE BILL. 


Mr. SUTHERLAND, on leave, reported back : 
the Light House bill which had been recommitted | 


to the Committee on Commerce this morning, and 
the same was: committed to a Committee of the 
Whole on the State.of the Union. x 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a-commu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Navy, transmit- 
ting a statement of the appropriations for the naval 
service for the-year 1836, showing the amount ap- 
propriated under each specific head, the amount 
expended under each head, and the balances re- 
maining unexpended on the 31st of December last; 
which, on motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, was 


communication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
concerning an estimate of the cost of a revenue 
cutter, to be constructed on such a plan as to act as 
a steam tow boat; which, on motion of Mr. SUTH- 
ERLAND, was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. hg oe 

Mr. JARVIS renewed his request to the. House 
to take up and consider the ‘‘bill to provide for the 
enlistment of boys in the naval service,” but it was 
objected to, and, on motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, February 2, 1837. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the credentials of the Hon. ALEX- 
ANDER Mouron, elecied a Senator from the State of Louisiana, 
to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of the Hon. 
ALEXANDER PORTER. 

The oath to support the Constitution of the United States was 
then administered to Mr. Mouron by the President, and he took 
his seat in the Senate. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of Moses Smith, praying 
fora pension: referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of the representa- 
tives of William D. Chever: referred. 

Also, a memorial from citizens of Long Island, for the remo- 
val of obstructions to Fort Jefferson Bay and Setauket Harbor, 
and Conscience Bay: referred. 

Also, a memorial from citizens of Albany, praying for a sur- 
vey ofthe Hudson river, and the erection of buoys and beacons; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HENDRICKS presented certain papers and documents 
in support of the claim of M. B. Ciark; which was referred to 
the Committec on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Pottsville, Pennsylvania, protesting against the repeal of the 
duties on coal. Mr. B. said he would take occasion to express 
his sentiments on the subject, when the bill ofthe Senator from 
Connecticut (Mr. Niles) came up; and as the Committee on Fi- 
nance had reported a bili to reduce the duties, without including 
the article of coal, he would move to lay the memorial on the ta- 
ble. This motions 

Mr. BUCHANA 
of Alabama, compia) 
officers in that St 
Lands. 

My. CLAY presented a memorial from a number of authors 
of Great Britain, asking Congress to pass such laws as wiil sc- 
cure to them the copy rights to their works, and, 

After some remarks from Messrs. CLAY, PRESTON, BU- 
CHILANAN, and GRUNDY, 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the memorial was referred to 
a select committee appcinted by the Cmam, consisting of 
Messrs. CLAY, PRESTON, BUCHANAN, WEBSTER and Ewine of 
Ohio, 

Mr. TIPTON presented a memorial from sundry citizens of 
Indiana, praying that a law may be passed changing the mode 
of selling the public lands: referred tothe Commitee on Public 
Lands. ` 

Mr. NORVELL presented the joint resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of the State of Michigan, instructing their Senators in 
Congress io vote for expunging from the Journals of the Se- 
nate the resolution censuring the conduct of General Jackson 


yas agreed to, 


resented the memorial of F. Raviesces 
g of the conduct of two of the Jang 
referred to the Committee on Public 


ati 


in relation to the Bank of the United States. 


formed, he would move to lay the reaolutions on the table. 
This motion was agreed to. 
Mr. CLAYTON presented 


joint resolutions of the Legisla- 
ture of Delaware, instructing their Scngtors and requesting 

their Representatives in Co’ , to use their exertions to ob- 
tain the passage of appropriations for additional improve- 
ments in the Delaware river, end to endeavor to cbtaina re- 
peal of the hospital money exacted from seamen: referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. _ A 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of sundry citizens of Du- 
buque county, Wisconsin Territory, numerously signed, prayin, 
for the passage of alaw granting pre-emption rights to actua 
settlers: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. KENT presented the petition of sundry citizens of the 
District of Columbia, praying for the incorporation of a gas 

mpany. ` > ‘ 

ie RENE presented the joint resolutions of the Genera] As- 
sembly of the State of Maryland, setting, forth the languishing 
condition of the tobagco trade, and praying Congress to take the 
subject into consideration: referred to the Committee on Com- 

erce, 
mir HENDRICKS presented the memorial and joint resolu- 
tions of the Legisiature of Indiana, praying for an appropria- 
tion for the improvement of the harbor of — onthe souh- 
ern coast of Lake Michigan: referred to the Committee on Com- 


f 
| air. N. said, that as the expunging process had been per- 
i 


Tce. 
Mr. NICHOLAS presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
i Ouachita, Louisiana; which was laid on the table, 


hall have proved his right before July next, before the Regis- 
ter aa Receiver ofthe proper land office.” 
The amendment was negatived by a vote of 27 to 15. 7 = 
Mr, WHITE said that he was not satisfied with the bill in its 


The following resolutions were submitted considered” and 
adopted: ; a a cate 
By Mr. TOMLINSON: are ara erie 
ezolved, That the Committee on Public Landa be instruct: 
ed to ‘inquire into the ezpodieoey of grañting to Jonn Newton, a 
u Quarter séction of land in lieu of the military bounty “land pa: 
-tented t6-him in 1818, and recently ascertained toybe unfit: for 
Cultivation. i Pn 
-- By Mr. CALHOUN: fed y 
`. Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury. be fditected ta 
report to the Senate as early as 1g 
perse of collecting the duties onthe lakes during the year 1836, 
including the expense of revenue cutters; the nett amount ol 
duties collected. and the expenditures of the Government on the 
lakes during the.game period, in constructing harbors, break 
waters, and lighthouses, with the current expenses attending 
the lighthouses onthe lakes during the year. 3 > 
By Mr: WALL: *. otk 
esolved, ‘That the Committee on the Library be requested 
to inquire into the expediency of reprinting the Legislative Jour- 


nal of the Senate, under the direction of the Secretary, in. folio ~ 


form, with type of proper size, and arranged into volumes of 

„convenient dimensions, with a complete index to be made to 
each volume.: The numberof copies to correspond with the usu- 
alnumber of documents printed for the Senate, and to be subject 
to distriyution as may hereafterbe made by its order. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the bill for the relief of John E. 
Wool was taken up and considered as in; Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to a third reading.’ i 

. PUBLIC LANDS. ` 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill to prohibit 
the sales of the public lands to actual settlers, and in limited 
quantitiés, the question being on the first amendment. of Mr, 
Moorg, to reduce the price of the Iands that have heen in the 
market ten years to one dollar, and these that have been in the 
market fifteen years, to seventy-five cents. ae 

Mr. MOORE said, that having been an early emigrant tọ that 
section of the country in which he lived, and having some 
knowledge of the privations and hardships which: his fellow- 
citizens suffered, in common with those who emigrated to the 
western country, it was natural that he shoyld feel some sym- 
pathy and sensibility, owing to what had been said on this floor 
yespecting the State of Alabama in the way of denunciation. 
The Senator from Georgia (Mr. King) had talked about frauds 
having been committed by that class of citizens who were striving 
to procure a pre-emption right; and he had intimated that they, by 
their conduct, had contributed more than any other class of 

eople, to bring about the Indian wars which have taken place. 
He (Mr M.) denied the assertion, and would tell gentlemen what 
had caused them. It was the bad faith which had characterized 
the Government in carrying out the treaties made with the In- 
dian tribes. Fe thought that some of the gentleman’a constitu- 
ents had been engaged, as well as others, in great speculations 
in the public lands. Even admitting, which he did, not, that 
these poor men, who had been alluded to by the honorat8e 
Senator, as having occasioned the Indian wars, had really done 
so, who were they who shouldered their muskets, and fought 
your battles? Why, these very men; not the rich men, 
who were enjoying all the comforts. and luxuries of life 
at their own firesides. It was much more probable that the 
rich men, and not the poor, had caused the wars in question. 

Tt would be seen that the amendment, which he propose 
was to operate on land for ten, sixteen, and twenty years, an 
which had not been held by a purchaser. The lands had been 
so long held by the Government, that it was now decidedly their 
interest to bring them into the market at the came time; and, he 


i ventured to say, that if the price was not reduced at once, they i 


never wonld be sold. Hisamendment was intended to benefit 
that class of his fellow citizens who had beon driven out of the 
public land market; for it was the rich men who had hereto- 
fore been realizing enormous sums of money by purchasing 
lands. Should his amendment be adopted, it wauld enable the 
poor man to possess a freehold, He denied that this bill was 
for the benefit of the new States only, as had been asserted; it 
was, on the contrary, intended to benefit the people of tho 
United States generally. x 
The question was then taken on the adoption of the amend» 
ment by yeas and nays, and it was rejected—yea ‘16, nays 23. 
The question then recurred on the adoption of the second 
clause of the proposed amendment, which waa, ! that any per- 
on who has resided on, and_ purchased, Jand at one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre during the year 1836, and who shali 
be in possession of such land atthe passage of this act, sliall be 
allowed to enter one quarter section until 1838, provided he 


J- Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Commities on P. nato i 
avhich had been referred the petition of Mrs. Ann 8. Heileman, © 

4| widow of the: late Major Hetleman, reported.a bill. for, her. re- 

“H lie which was read, and ordered to a second. eadihg ; 


present shape, nor did he know that any amendment could be 
offered to it which would reconcile him to its provisions. He 
had voted with the friends of the bill as far as he could, in order 
that it might be so amended as to meet with the approval of a 
majority of the Senate. Mr. W. proceeded to examine and 
comment on the provisions of the bill. SERO 
He then went on to say that the bill was partial in its charac- 
` ter, for it gave a preference to one portion of society over anoth. 
er inthe purchase of the public lands, He argued that the bill, 
in its present shape, went to change the whole land system of 
the country, and excluded from beeoming purchasers the great 
mass of society, in order to induce more emigration to the 
According to this bill, persons might obtain lnd and 
to become occupiers of it. Now, 
he thought it was not sound policy to do this; nor could any 
good reason be given why it should be done. Ifthe bill was to 
remain in its present form, he could not consent to give his rote 
for it. Yethe must confess that he should regret, after the 
subject had been so long under consideration, i nea were 
done that would prove beneficial to the new States wi ile, at 
the same time, no injustice should be perpetrated against the 
ald. With regard to the large amount of revenue which had 
been derived from the sales of the public lands during the past 
year, he would tell gentlemen how it happened to be so much 
greater thanat any former time. Why, a short time before the ty 
dian title had been extinguished, a large portion of the finest lands 
were brought into the market; and the consequence was. ma: 
almost every man who wished to procure some of then, ani 
yet not having the means, obtained agcommodation at the 


Wrest. 0 4 3 
that, too, without intendin 


racticable, the aggregate ex. ` 
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banks, and then pirchased. Afterw 
advantase, and repaid what they bo 


been th: course pursued in regard-to-th 


end would be put to this state of things. ‘In faet; even at this 


time, the best lands iri the. south and'sonthwest were-Bong aad: - 
yet Congress was about to legislate to prevent speculation and: : 

reserve tie public lands! “After somie further remarks, Mr. : 
w ohseryed: Let justice be‘ done te the -néw ‘States; but tet. 
no radical change “bé“inade in<the “laws, unless gentlemen i 


were quite sure that. that: change was made upon a -prin- 


ciple which the people of the whole Union would approve. * 
‘Tf that course were not pursued, the result might be © 
vhat two parties ‘would: be got up, of thé old States-on one | 


of. 


side and: the new on the other, and then no-.man could foretl 
what would happen to the liberties and prosperity of-the con- 
federacy. y 
adopted, our land system would be preserved, while, at the same 


time, it would prevent as much as any scheme could, the frauds - 


known to be committed, asregarded the publiclands, Mr. W. 
concluded his remarks, hy offering the fo lowing asa substitute 
for the amendment reported by the Committéé. on the Public 
‘Lands. à d 

Strike out all after the enacting clause, and ingert-the follow- 
ing: d ie ay A 

That every settler or occupant of the public Jands prior 
to the passage of this-act, who was in possession, on the first 
ay of December last, and. ctltivated any part thereof in the 
year eighteen hundred and thirty-six; shall be entitled to. all 
the benefits and ‘privileges provided by an act entitled “An 
det to grant pre-emption rights to eettlers.on the public lands,” 
appreved May twenty-ninth, eighteen hundred and thirty, and 
the said act is hereby revived and shall continue. in force one 
year: Provided, That, where more than one person may have 
settled upon and cultivated any one quarter section of land, 
each one of them shall have an cqual share or interest in the 
same quarter section, but shall have no claim to any other land: 
Andprovided, alicays, That the provisions of this act shall 
not extend to.any person whe made his settlement or occupan’ 
cy before the extinguishment of the Indian tide to the: land on 
which he settled, or to whick he claims a right of occupancy. 

suc. 2, And beit further enacted, That,in cases where indi- 
viduals were entitled to the benefits of the pre-emption act of 
June, eighteen hundred and thirty-four, ane were deprived of 
said rights by the location of Indian reservations having been 
placed ‘on their improvements, after such settlements were 
Wade, the persons having been so entitled ‘shall be allowed to 
enter one quarter section ofany ofthe publie lands(not reserv- 
ed from sale) in the State in which such persona resided: Pro- 

vided, That such persons shall produce satisfactory proof be- 
fore the proper land officers, and make their selections of said 
quarter sections before the first day of June next 

Sro. 3. And be it further enacted, That all lands which 
have been offered for sate twenty or more years, and remain 
unid shall hereafter be sold at fifty centa per acre; all lands 
which have’ heen offered tifteen or more years, and less than 
twenty years, shall be hereafter sold at seventy-five cents per 
acre; and all lands which have been offered ten or more years, 
and less than fifteen years, shall hereafter be sold at one dollar 
per acre: Provided, That not more than one hundred and sixty 
acres shall be sold to any one purchaser, nor to any other than 
actual settlers at such reduced prices. 

Sac. 4, And be it further enacted, That the consent of the 
United States shall be, and hereby is, given to the Sates within 
which the public lands are situate, to impose and levy a tax on 
all lands which may hereafter be sold by the United States 
within their respective limits, 

Mr. WALKER made a few remarks, expressive of his dis- 
approval of the amendment of the Senator from Tennessee, and 
6f his’ opinion, that should the ‘Senatè entertain the idea of 
‘adopting the: substitute, the: consequence woutil be, that no bill 
would be passed at the present jon. © ; 

Mr. SEVIER was in favor of- thie amendment, because it re- 
moved many of those: vexatious restrictions in the settlement 
and:sales of the landa, which existed in the bill. Thebill, he 
said, had undergone so many amendments of which he disap- 
proved, that he was prepared to vote against it; but if this 
amendment prevailed, he would with pleasure give ithis sup- 


ort. 

Mr. BLACK expressed his approbation of many parts of the 
amendment, but thought as there was no prospect of the most 
material parts of them being adopted, that their discussion 
would delay thebill. ‘Che attempt to introduce the graduating 
prineiple-had been made several times and failed, and it was 
useless, he thought, to try it again. Ashe preferred ‘going on 
with the bill, faulty as it was, he must-vote against the amend- 
ment. 

My. BENTON thought that one of the maim objects of the 
bul had been almost taken away by the principle introduced by 
the amendment of the Senator irom Pennsylvania. Tle was in 
favor of all the objects embraced by the amendment of the Se- 
nator from Tennes hnt he despaired ofsceing them adopted, 
the vates on the graduation principle having been ao often ta- 
ken and decided.against them, that he had no hopes of secing 
them introduced-for: atleast two or three years ta come. Mr. 
B. wok @ review ofthe speculations in the public lands several 
years.ago, which had -resultedin. so mugh ruin and distress, 
and likene: the present rage for speculation to that in the above 
period. He did not, however, despair of seeing the graduation 
principle in time introduced, though. it- conid not. be done now 
~-the darkest hour in the night-baing that just before the morn- 
ing. Though he approved of the objects: embiaced in the 

.amendment of the Senator from Tennessee, he mist Ye com- 
pelled to vote against it, as he wished thé bill to goon. + 
_ Mr, WHITE said, he was gratified to find that the principles 
of his amendment was approved of by several gentleman: and 
he was the more gratified that no one had been able to effer any 
argument against it. ee E : 

Mr. BENTON then observeil, that as he considered it-of im: 
portance that the Senate shoutd act with a full understanding of 
the amendment just offered, so much of which he approved of, 


he would do what he had not. before been willing te consent. to» 


since the land- bill was under discussion ; that js, he would 
move that the bill be laid over for the present, in order that the 
atnendment-might be printed, and laid on their tables inthe 


morning. 
Al the suggestion of Mr. WHITE, Mr. 


“moved that the Senate adjourn, ‘and that the amendment be 
inted, which was afteed to; and 
e Renate adjourned: -< 


$ 


i he publié lands, which: ; 
some genijemen might call speculating”? -Now the moment ; 
the Tones deposited with the States should. be withdrawn, an’: 


If the amendment he proposed. to offer, should be : 


Said Sta.e; which was committed. 


B. subsequently _ 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ner < HOUSE -OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
THURSDAY, February 2, 1937. p 
Mr. HARRISON of Missouri, from the Committee on the 
Pubhe Lands, reported e bill, without amendment, for ihe. 
relief of Andrew Knox, of Mississi; pi; which he moved to be or 
dered to a. third readiug. E EE GEN 5 
Mr. CHAMBERS of Pennsylvania was opposed to the mo- 
tion, since it presefiied no claim for taking precedence over other 
land-claims of a simijar character. He moved to refer itio a 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. HARRISON stated. that the case ofthe applicant was a 
very hard one, and without precedent withany other then before 


_the'House. Mr. H. made a brie{statement of the claim, and 


the circumstances giving rise to.it,and hoped the bill would not 
be committed. : 

` After-a few words further from Mr. CHAMBERS, Mr. 
HUNTSMAN, Mr. BOON, Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, GHOL- 


r SON and CLAIBORNE of Mississippi, the motion of Mr. 


CHAMBERS was disagreed to. , 

Mr. HUNTSMAN moved to commit it tothe Committee on 
Private Land Claims, Lost. R p 

[The following- was the substance of this claim: The sar- 
veyor employed to survey this township, contrived to, throw 
the sixteenth section upon: the ‘settlement of the claimant, who 
was entitled to pre-emption, instead of throwing itin the centre, 
by commencing at the N. E. corner, because the settler refused 
to give him $500. ‘That was the allegation; but the fact was 
in evidence, that, either through: contrivance, or ignorance, the 
surveyor didnot commence, at the proper point, and the school 
section. was thrown into one corner!) . , 

_ The questien recurring on ordering the bill to a third read- 
ing, : $ 

Mr. ADAMS contended that, inasmuch as the bill involved 
the subject of pre-emption, and referred also to the school sec- 
tion, or public land and public property, it ought to be com- 
mitted. Hetherefore moved ‘its reference to a Committee of 
the Whole House. 

Mr. MERCER replied by remarking that the public features 
of the bill grew outof the nature of the private claim, and were, 
not per se of a public nature. 

Me. HARRISON of Missonri also remarked, that the bill 
provided for nothing mote than a change of the claimant’s 


claim, 

Mr. CHAMBERS of Kentucky was perfectly satisfied of the 
justice ofthe claim from the explanation he had heard, and 
thought the bill should pass instanter. The claimant had been 
deprived ofhis right because he refused to givea bribe to the 
surveyor. 

Mr. ADAMS contended that they oughtnot to give away their 
public property because a man had been deprived of his 
rights through the roguery of a public officer, at least not with- 
out a fuller examination if the allegation were true. The 
title to the bill was notthe properone. It purperted to be 
a private bill, whereas, he maintained, it was clearly a public 
one. 

Mr. ROON remarked that this bill was not presented in the 
character of a claim, for the individual benefitted by it only 
asked for that justice to which he was entitled without coming 
there, and of which he had been deprived by the contrivance 
before referred to. 

Mr. KENNON said the Senate had three times passed this 
bill, and the Committee on the Public Lands had unanimously 
recommended its passage. Moreover, every one Interested in 
it; all the inhabitants of the tewnship, and those charged with 
the trust of the school section, were all in favor of it. 

Mr. CARR bore testimony tə the fact of the township 
having been impreperly numbered, the school section having 
been thrown in the northeastern corner ; for, not satisfied with 
the petitioner’s statement alone, Mr. C, went himself to the 
land office, and examined the plat. The case he also described 
to he avery hard one. : 

The motion to commit to a Committee of the Whole House 
was then pujgend disagreed to; and the bill was ordered-to be 
reada third time now, and it was then read a third time and 


passed. i 
CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

On motion of Mr. MERCER, the bill to provide for the com- 
pletion of the Cumberland road east of the Ohio, then on the 
Speaker’s table, was committed toa Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. : 

Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads znd Canals, 
reported a bill relinquishing certain lands in the State of Ohio; 
[this was the title of the United States to the road lands through 


` the “Black Swamp;?’] which was read twice, and ordered tobe 


engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to report to the House of Representatives, at their next session, 


upon the propriety of establishing a system ef telegraphs for | 


the United Btates. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND moved its eonsideration at that time; 
butit being objected to, the resolution lies over one day for con- 
sideration. 

Mr. BEAL, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, report- 


ed Senate bill for the relief of Ransom Mix, with an amend- 


ment; which was commited. 

Mr. ITOAR, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, report- 
eda gia the relief of Leonard Loomis: read twice and com- 
mitted. £ 

Mr. REED asked the consent of the House to submit a reso- 
lution directing the Committee on Naval Affairs to inquire 
into the expediency of ordering to be built six sloops of war of 
the second class. 

Objection being made, Mr. R. moved_a suspension of the 
rule, but the motion did not prevail, only 73 voting in the affir- 
mative. z è : 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private Land Claimg, re- 
ported, without amendment, Senate bill to authorize Peter 

arner of Indiana to purchase a eertain halfsection of land in 


. AMERICAN SEAMEN. i 
Mr. McKEON, from the Committee on Commerce, reported 
a bill to abolish provections to American seamen, and to pro- 
vide passports: read twice, and committed to a Committee of 
the Whale on the state of the Union. - 
Mr.-SCHENCK, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
reported a ‘djl for the relief of Samuel P. Hugo: read twice and 
committed” 27> > ` i 
On motion of Mr. E. WHITTLRSEY, the Committee of 
Claims were discharged from the further consideration of the 


“cadeof R, L. Breckenridge; and the 


game was referred to` the 

Committee en Roads and Canals. ae 

On motion of Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, the same committee 
were discharged from the further consideration of. the petition 
of the administrators of Gen. Gratiot; and the same was refer- 
red to the Committees on Lidian Affairs. : 
On motion of Mr. i. WHIFTLESEY, the same committee 
were discharged from the consideration of the petition of Mr. 
A. Whitehead; and the same was committed to the. Committee 
on Commerce. , 

On motion of My. E. WRITTLESEY, the same committee 


“were discharged from the consideration `of- the petition ‘of 


‘Christopher Holmead; and the same- was referred to the Com. 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. R 

Mr. E: WHITTLESEY, from the Committee of Claims, 
made an unfavorable report on the pedtion of Henry Pearson; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. E- WHITTLESEY, from the Committee of Claims, 
made reports on the petitions of George ‘fhornborough and 
John Kennedy, praying payment for property destroyed in the 
military service ef the United States, when it was 

Ordered, That the said claims be referred to the Third Au- 
cor of the Treasury for adjustisent. h 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, fron the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of Matthew Stewart for extra 
work done. on the Cumberland road, reported the following 
resolution, which was agreed to: i ' 

Resclved, That the Coromittee of Claims be discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition of Mathew Siewart, 
and that the seme.he referred to the Secretary of War. 

Mr. CHAMBERS, from the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, made an unfavorable reporton the petition ef David 
M‘Caleb; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Manufactures, made 
an unfavorable report on the memoria! of Gearge Whitman, 
praying to be allowed to import, free of duty, iron and other 
materials for certain steamboats; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. i 

Mr: WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
made an unfavorable report on the peition of Jeremiah Lins- 
well, prayimg for arrears of peusion; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. ` , : 

Mr. LAY, from the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, 
ma:le unfavorable reports.on the petitions of Lot Stricker, J. I. 
Rollins, Jeremiah Adams, and Gideon Safford;.which were 
severally ordered to Jie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. HOAR, the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
were discharged from the further consideration of the petition 
of Lazarus Sprague, arid the petition ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CRANE, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of Catharine Telfair, 
daughter of Captain Wool, of the revolution, praying for bouns 
ty land; also the petitions of the heirs of Jacob Sommers, de- 
ceased, and Hannah Wise; which were severally ordered to lie 
on the table. . 

Mr. BEALE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, made 
unfavorable reports on the petitions of William Keiler and Wil. 
liam Poole; which were ordered to lie on the table, 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of Kleanor 8. 
Moore, praying for a pension for the services of her husband, 
a lieutenant in the revolutionary war; also the petition of Da- 
vid B. Whitely, a soldier, praying to be placed on the pension 
roll; which reports were severally ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG asked the consent of the House to read 
a third time the Army and Indian appropriation bills, ordered 
to a third reading on yesterday. á px 
; Mr BOYD inquired what was the order of the {day at this 
time . AGS 

The CHAIR remarked that if no motion had been made, the 
reference of the Pres:dent’s message would be the first subject 


_ in order. : 


Mr. BOYD said that this being the case, he would inquire 
whether he was nót entitled to the floor on that question’? 

The CHAIR replied that he would have been if the subject 
had been announced to the House. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that when the Civil and Di- 
plomatic bili came before the House, he understood that an 
amendment would be offered, which would open the whole ques- 
tion in relation to Texas and Mexico. 

Mr. ROYD objected to the reading of the bills at this time. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then moved a suspension of the rule for 
the purpose of reading athird time the Army bill, and the Indian 
appropriation bill; and also to take up and consider all_ the ap- 
propriation bills reported from the Committee of Ways and 

cans. sioh í 

Mr. SUTHERLAND moved to include the light house bill, 

Mr. MERCER moved ta amend the latter motion by includ- 
ing tho bill to complete the Cumberland road east of the Ghio. 

Ost. 2 

Mr. JARVIS farther moved, to-include certain hills reported 
by the Committee on Naval Affairs, Lost. $ 

Mr. CLAIRBORNE of Mississippi ceclared himself opposed 
to asuspension of the rules, forthe purpose of making special 
orders, unless iu some great public emergency; it led to favori- 
tism and partial legislation, affecting most injuriously tie new 
and weaker portions ofthis Union. But if the rules were to be 
suspended to enable gentlemen to get up their favorite bills, he 
desired to include a bill of more importance, in his estimation, 
than any on the calendar; and for that purpose, be sent the 
following amendment to the amendment.to the Chair. 

_And also bill, No. 85, reported at the last session, entitled “A 
bill to-graduate the price of public land, to make provision for 
eng settlers, aad to cede the refuse Jands to the States in which 
they he. 

Mr. OWENS said it must be ohvious-that the greater partof 
the day would be consumed in these ineffectual motions, and 
he therefore moved the previous question; which was second: 
ed by the House—ayes 75, noes 71. 

The main question was then ordered to be put—ayes 77, 
noes 60. ` 

The yeas and nays were then ordered on the motion submit- 
ted by Mr. CAMBRELENG, to suspend the rule for the pur- 


_ bose of taking up and considering the bills indicated by him, 


and were, yeas 113, nays 74—not two-thirds—as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Anthony, Bailey, 

Barton, Bean, Black, Bockee, Bouldin, Bovee, Buchanan, 

Buùch, Burns, William B: Calhoun, Cambréleng, Chapin, 

Chetwood, Childs; Clark, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Corwin, 

Craig, Cramer, Cushing, Cushman, Darlington, Denny, Double: 

day, Efser, Evans, Everett, Farlin, Fowler, ‘Fry, Fuller, R, 
i ` 


Garland, Graham, Granger, Grantlatid, Haley, Joseph Vall, 
Hiland Hall, Hard, Hardin, Harper, Samuel S, Harrison; 
Hawkins, Haynes, Hazeline, Henderson, Holsey, Holt, Hop. 
kins, Hubley, Hunt, Huntsman, ‘Ingham, Janes, Jaryis, Cave 
Johnson, John W., Jones, Benjamin Jones, Klingensmith, 
Lansing, Laporte, Lawler, Lawrence, Lay, Gideon Lee, Joshua- 
Lee, Thomas Lee, Lewis, Logan, Loyal, Lucas, Job Mann, 
William Mason; Moses Mason, McKay, McKennan, McKeon, 
McKim, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, Morris, Owens, Par- 
‘ker, Patterson, Peyton, Phelps, Pinckney, Joseph: Reynolds, 
Robertson, Rogers, Russell, Seymour, Shinn, Sickles; Smith, . 
Sprague, Taylor, Thomas, John Thomson, Turner, Turrill, 

Vanderpoel, Wagener. Wardwell, Weeks, Thomas T. Whit 
tlesey, and Young—1]3. : 

. NAYS—Messrs, Alford, Chilton Allan, Ash, Bell, Bond, 
Boon, Boyd, Briggs, Bynum, John Calhoun, Carr, Carter, Ca- 

sey, George Chambers, John Chambers, Chapman, Nathaniel 

HL Claiborne, John: F. H. Claiborne, Crane, Crary, Dawson, 
Deberry, Dunlap, Elmore, Forester, French, Gholson, Glas- 
cock, Graves, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Harlan, Albert G. 
Harrison, Herod, Hoar, Howell, Huntington, Joseph Johnson, 

Henry Johnson, Kennon, Kilgore, Luke Lea, Love, Lyon, 

Sampson Mason, Maury, McCarty, McLene, Milligan, Patton, 

James A. Pearce; Pearson, Pettigrew, Phillips, Pickens, John 

Reynolds, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Standefer, Storer, 

Sutherland, Taliaferro; Waddy Thompson, Underwood, Vin- 
ton, Washington, Webster, White, Elisha .Whittlesey, Lewis 
Williamsand Sherrod Williams, and Yeli—74. 

So the motion was decided in the negative. : 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the following engrossed 
bill was taken up on its third reading; ~ 

A bill making appropriations for the current expenses of the 
Indian Department, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with 
the various Indian tribes, for the year 1837. i 

Mr. GRENNELL expressed his opposition to the mode by 
which the Indians had been removed, adverting to the article 
quoted yesterday from the Arkansas Gazette by Mr. EVERETT. 

Mr. ALFORD was sorry to see gentlemen here expressing so 
much sympathy fora race of men who had committed such 
atrocities as the savages in Georgia and Alabama. He depicted, 
in most glowing colors, the scenes which had occurred in that 
region of country. The Indians had murdered whole families, 
and robbed them of their gouds, yet gentlemen set-up this sickly 
cry of sympathy for these poor savages. My. A. had met these 
“savages face to face, and arm to arm, in hostile array; and he 
yepeated, that if gentlemen had been with him, they would 
have found these savages the last persons in the world to be 
taken for an object ofaympathy. He did not believe, assome do, 
that the President was concerned in frauds which had been com- 
mitted on the Creeks; and he was of opinion,that if the Presidents 
views had been carried ovt, the evile would have been corrected; 
ho believed there were those around the President who had mis- 
represented the state of facts. Tnese frauds were perpetrated, 
he believed, by citizens from nearly all-the States, as well as 
citizens of Georgia and Alabama; but the fault was in the treaty. 
It was the treaty being imperfect which leil to them; and he be- 
lieved that every purchase and contract in. the Creek nation was 
null and void, So far as related to the removal of those Indiana, 
he preferred their removal by contractors, because it was ne- 
cessary they should be removed, -and the agents of the General 
Government who had been charged with this duty had failed to 
perform it, The oontractors would perform it; therefore, he 
preferred them, 

Mr, GRENNELL denied that he was an advocate of the sa- 
vage barbarities but he had sympathies for them, and he was 
opposed to the continuance ef visiting vengeance, as a corre- 
sponding measure of cruelty, upon the heads of their women 
and helpless children, on account of their warriors. 

Mr. EVERETT reiterated his explanation made yesterday in 
reference to the report made by himself en the subject of the 
Indian tribes; and adveried to the causes of the Creek war. 
Alera few further remarks, the purport of which was not dis- 
tinctly heard, Mr. i. alluded to the brief sketch of his remarks 
in the Globe of this morning, and remarked that he was sorry 
tosay that the reporis of the proceedings of the House were 
more correctly reported in that than in any other paper. ‘ 

The bill was then read a third time and passed. 

The bill making appropriations for. the support of the army 
of the Unitéit States for the year 1837, was also read a third 
time and passed. $ 

Mr. CAMBRELENG asked the general consent of the House 
to go into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
ob the naval service bill. rs ý 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina objecting, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved a suspension.of the rule. 

Mr. THOMPSON asked for tho yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and were—yeas-132, nays 23, asfoliows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Adams, Heman Allan, Ash, Bailey, Beau- 
mont, Black, Bockee, Bond, Bouldin, Briggs. Buchanan, Win. 
B. Calhoun, Cambreteng, Carier, George Chambers, Chapin, 
Nath. H. Claiborne, Clark, Coles, Craig, Cramer, Urang, Crary, 
Cushing, Cushman, Darlington, Deberry, Denny, Doubieday,, 
Dunlap, Efer, Sverett, Parlin, Fry, Fuller, Gholson, Glas. 
cock, Graham, Granger, Grantland, Grennel!, Faley, J. Hall, 
Hiland Hall, Harlan, Harper, Samuel S. Harrison, Hawkins, 
Hazcitine, Henderson, Hoar, Holt, Hubley, Huntington, Hants- 
man, Ingham, William Jackson, Janes, Jarvis, Jenifer, Joseph 
Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, 
Benjamin Jones, Lane; Lansing, Laporte, Lawrence, Lay, G. 
Lee, Thomas Vcc, Luke Lea, Leonard, Loyall, Job Mann, Wm. 
Mason, Moses: Mason, Maury, McKay; McKeon, EicKim, Me- 
Lene, Milley, Milligan, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Owens, 
Page, Parker, Patton, James ‘A. “Pearce, Pearson, Phelps, 
Phillips, Pinckney, Pots, Joseph Reynolds, Richardson, Ro- 
berison, Rogers, Russell, Schenck, Séymour, Auguatine H. 
Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, Stade, Sith, Sprague, Stande- 
fer, Steele, Btorer, Sutherland, Taliaferro, John Thomson, 
Turney, Turri, Underwood, Vanderpoel, Vintoo, Wagener, 
Werd, Wardwell, Washington, Webster, Weeks, Elisha Whit- 
tlesey, Thomas Whittlesey, Yell, and Young. —132. r 

NAYS—Me Chilton Atlan, Boyd, Bunch, Bynum, John 
Calhoon, Ca es Jobn F. H. Ciaiborne, Daw- 
son, Elmore, Grayson, Grain, Hard, Abert &. Harrison, 
Howell, Fawler Sampson Bason, Pettigrew, John Reynolds, 
Waddy Thompson, White, Lewis Will s, and Sherrod Wil- 
lianis—23. s 
-S0 the rule was suspende.!, and ihe House accordingly;.on 
motion of Mr, CAMBRELENG, resolved itself intoa Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, Hr. PATTON inthe 
Chair, and took wp the “bill making appropriations for the na- 
vai service for the year 1897,” j os 

The bill having been read through, was taken up by sections. 


Ea 


“tion for the exploring expedition te the South Pacific, which 


of seamen, $2,484, 
Mr. JARVIS sai 


5.7? 


yin this item was. included tlie appropria 


secmed to be about to be carried on to an extent he did not 
think the. couatry would justify. He therefore moved te re- 
duce the itert $150,000. 


In support of his motion-Mr. J. adduced the testimony of i 


Cap. Cooke, who bequeathed as a legacy to the worki that no 
vessel sent on an exploring expedition should exceed, if possible, 
three hundred tons, two of which would be sufficient ‘This 
principle nad been adepted by the British and. French Govern: 
ments. He was afraid that ifthe expedition was fitted out on. 
the magnificent scale proposed, it would excite vidicule. | ` 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the motion would be adopted. 
He concurred entirely with the view taken by the genueman 
from Maine, (Mr. Jarvis,) and he. felt it his duty to state his 
concurrence in those views. He had made inquiries of many 
practical men, and somé of the highest officers of the navy, on 
thissubject, and from the information he had obtained from 
them, he was perfectly satisfied that the views. taken by. the 


: gentleman from Maine were correct, and he. hoped the House 


would concur in it, and reduce the appropriation. 


Mr. PHILLIPS said if the leading friends of the administra-_ 


tion, in view of the present posture of the question, in. view of 
the present expectation of the wold, in view of the responsi 
bility assumed by the President, were disposed to -interpose 
any obstacle to the completion of this expedition, -upon them 
be the responsibility of its failure; for fail it would, if this mo~- 
tion should prevail. 

Mr. CHAMBERS of Kentucky cited the law passed last es- 
sion authorizing the President to employ a sloop øf war, and 
such other smaller vessels as might be necessary for the expe- 
dition, appropriating $150,000 for that purpose. 

Mr. JARVIS remarked that the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts seemed to regard this as a party measure. It.was nosuch 
thing. It was one in which the honor and renown of the 
nation wasconcerned. Mr. J. denied that he was opposed to 
the expedition; on the contrary, he wished it fitted out with 
credit to the public, in a manner to Insure its complete success, 
and to redount to the honor and fame of every officer employer. 
His proposition was made to that end. Hestated he had received 
the opinions of many officers of the navy, of great skill and judg- 
ment, and they were all confirmatory of his own as to the kind 
of vessels that ought to be employed. 

Mr. ADAMS thought the gentleman from Maine, the Chair- 
man of the Commmittee on Naval Affairs. bad done the Prasi- 
dent and heads of departments injustice. Mr. A. entreated gen- 
tlemen to withdraw the motion to reduce the appropriation. 
He did not consider it too large for the-objects.to be obtained. He 
would vote three times the amount if called upon to do so, be- 
cause it was his hope that this expedition would shed honor on 
the American character, instead of holding it up tothe ridicule of 
the world. . ; f 

Mr. ROBERTSON made an inquiry as to the amount re- 
quired for fining outing Macedonian. i 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied, by citing the following èsti- 
mates: - 

Estimate of the amount thut will be required for the sup: 
port of the frigate Macedonian, the store-shin’ Relief, the 
tivo bargues Pioneer and-Consort, andthe schooner Pilot, 
employed on the Surveying and Exploring Mxpedition, 
Sor one year. s 

For the pay of commission, warrant, petly officers, and sea- 
men, aud for the scientific corps, - + $210,848 50 

For provisions, - - - -. - 58,562 50 

For repairs, and wear and tear of the vessels on 


the expedition, * - - : - 50,009 00 
For medical and hospital stores, - : 4,000 00 
Por ordnance and ordnance stores, - - 7,600 00 
For contingencies, - . - 16,000 00 


$346,131 00 

Mr. C. also cited some other esiimates, connected with the 
exploring expedition, amounting to upwards of 300,000. 

Mr, C. suggested fo the gentleman froni Maine not to press 
Ws motion at that time, but to withdraw it, and renew it in the 
Honse. 

Mr. C. then adverted to the great scale on which the expedi- 
tion was projected, and contended, with tbe gentleman from 
Maine, that the object he had in view was to insure its success. 
By sending a large frigate, she ran the hazard of being dashed 
to piéces on the rocks, and the expense to the country would 
exceed a million of dollars, if fitted’out on the plan proposed. 
He expressed himself warmly in faver of the objects of the 
expedidon, and reiterated that his support of the piotion of Mr- 
Jarvis was to prevent the expediiiou from being shipwrecked, 
as it inevitably would be, in the opinion of many men of skill 
and judgment, iit embarked on the magnificent scale proposed. 

Mr. VINTON preferred leaving the execution of the law to 
the Executive, where the responsibility was placed by the law 
of last session. From all he had read, and from what he had 


gathered of the importance of the trade of those seas, he be- | 


lieved'an efficient force should. acconipany the expedition. It 
was of the first importance to impress. the savage with a great 
idea of our power, and for this millions were yearly expended. 
As yet the barbarians of the’Polynesian Islands had seen only 
our merchantrnen; but send a vessel of war tothem andsthey 
would be impressed with a new idea of our power that woud 
certainly lead to the best results, and be the Means of securing 
upon a good basicourt’ future trade and conimerce there. He 
was, therefore, for voting whatever. was ‘reasonably deked for, 
without attempting to dictate what particular ship or class of 
j e employed. . : . 

said. it wag evident that they could not géz 
through thi to-night, and he therefore moved that the com- 
mittee rise: agree to. = 

The committee then rosé and repotted. 

The SPEAKER hid before the House-a communication from 


: the Secretary of the Navy, in afswer tò a resolution of the 
> House, covering & report of the commissioner, charged with thé 


examination ofthe ports south ofthe Chesapeake bay, with a 
viéw to-the establishment of a navy yard ora naval dépor; 


. which, on motion of Mr. JARVIS, was laid on the table, and 


ordered to be printed. 


Mr. THOMAS, Mr. CAMBRE. 
NOR aad. Mg LYON of. the. committee on the part ofthe 
 Hov nd, _ Š : $ rere a 
gene GRUNDY, CLAY, and WRIGHT on the part of the 
A nate; | aor i 3 ee 

5 To ascertain and report a mode of examinipg the votes’ fur 
; Président and Vice Président of thé United States and of notily- 
: ing the persons elected of their election. . en 


SELECT COMMITTEE. : 
Ordered, That the memorial of the Tobacco Plant 
resoluticns of the General Assembly of the State of Mary nd, 
upon the subject of the high rates of duty impored-by ‘tovélen 
Governments upon American tobacco, bë reieived’ to a Belect 
Committee; and i f 
Messrs. JENIFER of Maryland, 
COLES of Virginia, . 
INGERSOLL of Pennsylvania, 
McKIM of Maryland, 
ROBINSON of Virginia, 
KENNON of Ohio, 
CALHOON of Kentucky, 
SHIELDS of Tennessee, . 
' HARRISON of Missouri, 
were appointed said committed. 


praan 


IN SENATE, — 
Friday, Fébrdary 3, 1837. 


„On motion of Mr. SOUTHARD, ledte was 
granted to McKean Buchanan to Withdraw his pè- 
tition and papers. i i 

Mr. LINN presented two petitions from the citi- 
zens of Milwaukie, Wisconsin Territory, praying 
for an appropriation for the construction of a har- 
bor at that place: referred to the Committee on, 
Commerce, o ; 

Mr. LINN also presented-a petition from sundry 
citizens of Wisconsin, praying for appropriations 
for the construction of roads in said Territory. ` 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, leave'was t- 
ed to Thomas G. Prettyman tò withdiaw his peti- 
fion and papers. eaten cree 

Petitions were further presenté 


at Pensacola. of hagas 

On motion of Mr. LINN; the Committee: on. Pri- 
vate Land Claims was discharged from the farther 
consideration of the petitions of Charles Hoyt and 
Benjamin Collins, Charles Johnson and others. * 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had beéh referred the petition of R. PR 
Chandler and others, of St. Cla county, Ulinois, 
reported a bill authorizing them to import, free of 
duty, certain railroad iron: which was read; and or- 
dered to a second reading: : 

Mr. WRIGHT; from the same committee, to 
whiah had been referred three several acts of the 
Perritorial Legislature of Wiscohsin, incorporating 
the stockholders -of the Bauk of Wisconsin, the 
Mineral Point Bank, and thè Miner’s Bank of Du- 
bugue, in said Territory, reported a bill approving 
and confirming the same, with certain limitations 
aiid restrictions; whi¢h was read and ordered. to a 
second reading. a 

My. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported a Dill to suspend for one year the tak or 
hospital money imposed on -seatiieh; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. : 

Mr. DAVIS theft submitted the following reso- 
hitions, which were adopted: - : 

Resolved, That te Seciétaty of the Treasury be 
instructed. to ascertain what it will cost to erect 
. three hospitals; of soitable dimensions, for the re- 
: of sick and dikabled seamen and watermen 
| yon’ the - Waters of UG “Mississippi: river, at“ the 
| most suitable places for that puipòse; diso, what 
? it will cost to erect the Same number, if needed, on 


the most important points on the Atlantic and Gulf 
coasts. oS i 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
further instructed to draw up the project of a law 
to regulate the disbursement of funds for the relief 
of sick and disabled seamen, and for the govern- 
ment of hospitals erected for that purpose. 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the-Treasury be 
instructed to enumerate those posts and places in 
the United States: where, because suitable accom- . 
modations for the sick cannot be obtained, or from 
any other cause; there is a strong necessity for 
hospitals, and to make report upon this and the 

~ other instructions in these resolutions at the next 
session of Congress. a. 

- Mr. NILES, from the Committee on Revolu- 

` tionary Claims, reported a bill for the'relief of Ann 
B. Van Brune; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. SOUTHARD, from the Committee on. Na- 
val Affairs, to which had been referred the bill for 
the relief of William Hogan, administrator of Mi- 
chael Hogan, deceased, reported the same without 
amendment. f oie T e 

Mr. SOUTHARD, from the same committee, 
to which had been referred the petition of Andrew 
Forrest, reported a bill’ for his relief; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. KENT, on leave, introduced a bill for the’ 


relief of Anna M. Smith; which was read twice, é 


and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


The following resolutions were submitted, con+" 


sidered, and adopted:. | of 

By Mr. SWIFT: i 

Resolvéd, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the. expediency of so 
amending the act of Congress of the last session, 
granting pensions to the widows of deceased officers 
and soldiers of the revolution, as not to exclude 
from the benefit of its provisions any person who 
shall be a widow at the time of her application for 
a pension under said act, in consequence of her 
having married subsequent to the decease of her 
former husband, for whose services she claiméd the 

. benefit of said act. 

By Mr. LINN: ! 

Resolved, 'That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of making 
some compensation to the Ioway tribe of Indians, 
for their interest in the lands ceded to tlie United 
States by the Sacs and Fox Indians in the treaties 
of July 15th, 1830, and 21st of September, 1832, 
to which lands it was admitted in the treaty of Au- 
gust, 1825, the said loway Indians had a joint 
claim with the said Sacs and Foxes; and also into 
the expediency of negotiating. with the deputation 
of Ioway Indians, now in this city, for the extin- 
guishment of their. title to the lands to which the 
Sacs and Foxes, and themselves have still a joint 
claim under the said treaty of 1825. 

Mr. MORRIS submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 


inquire whether the river Mississippi, and the na-. 


vigable waters leading into the same, as well as the 
navigable waters leading into the river St. Law- 
rence, which are declared, in the ordinance for the 
Government of the Territory northwest of the river 
Ohio, to be common highways and for ever free to 
the inhabitants of that Territory as well as citizens 
of the United States, are so far within the power of 
the General Government as that Congress can pro- 
vide by law for the regulation of steamboat and 
other navigation. on the same, for the security of 
commerce, the prevention of casualties and acci- 
- dents, and the recovery of damages for injuries from 
-neglect or purposely done, and for the punishment 
of acts of violence. . ` he . 
Mr. BUCHANAN submitted the following re- 
solution, which was considered and adopted: : 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency: of erect- 
ing a light-house on Sand Island, opposite Mobile 
Point, and of placing buoys and beacons in Mo- 
bile bay. : . 
% ‘The bill from the House, making appropriations 
`s for the current-expenses of the Indian Department, 
"and for fulfilling treaties with certain Indian tribes 
fosthe year 1837; and ` 
hS 
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-publie lands to effect that object. 
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The bill from the House making appropriations 
for the support of the army for the year 1837; were 
severally read twice and referred. 

The bill from the House for the relief of John E. 
Wool, was read the third time and passed. 

Mr. DAVIS offered the following resolution, on 


` which he asked immediate consideration, ard ac- 


companied it with’ an. introductory explanation, as 
follows: - E Daa Th TE s ' 
“Mr. Doner; the Consul at Bremen, represents 
his belief that the merchants ‘of that place, who im-.. 
port goods to this country, evade the 7th section of 
the act of 1823, which requires that such persons 
should verify their invoices -before the Consul, by 
neglecting to take the oath before him. This im- 
plies that entries are frandently made here, by the 
perjury of those who take the necessary oath, or by 
the negligence of the custom-house officers.” 
: Resotved, That the letter of Mi. Dosor be refer- 
red to the Secretary of the Treasury, with instruc- 
tions to inguire if any abuses, such as he intimates, 
qre practised here, or in any other country, in the 


importation of goods into the United States; and to 


report to the Senate, at the next session of Con- 
gress, the result of his investigation. 

The resolution was, by consent, adopted. 

PUBLIC LANDS. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to prohibit the sales of the public lands except to 
actual settlers and in limited quantities. 

Mr. NORVELL moved to reconsider the vote 
on striking out the eighth section of the bill. 

The question was taken by yeas and nays, and 
decided in the negative as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Ewing, of IHi- 
nois, Fulton, Grundy, King of Alabama, Linn, 
Lyon, Moore, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Robinson, 
Ruggles, Tipton, Walker, and Wright—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, 


Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, | 


Davis; Ewing, of Ohio, Hendricks, Hubbard, 
Kent, King, of Georgia, Knight, Morris, Preston, 
Prentiss, Robinson, Southard, Swift, Wall, and 
White—23. 

Mr. RUGGLES moved to amend the eighth'sec- 
tion, by striking out’ of the third line the word “fe- 
male,” and inserting in lieu the word “male,” so 
as to restrict the entry by parents to male children 
only. i 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he would much rather 
lose the whole section. than exclude the ladies. 

Mr. RUGGLES presumed the ladies would not 
be. very desirous of entering on the arduous task of 
cutting down forests and clearing. wild lands, and 
on that account he had introduced the amendment. 

Mr, CLAY asked for. the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and decided in the negative—yeas 3, 
nays 38, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Niles, Ruggles, and Wright—3. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Cuthbert, Davis, Ewing of Illinois, Ewing of Ohio, 
Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, Kent, King 
of Alabama, King of Georgia, Knight, Linn, Lyon, 
Moore, Morris, Nicholas, Norvell, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Robbins, Robinson, Southard, Swift, Tipton, 
Tomlinson, Walker, Wall, and ‘White—38,. 


Mr. NILES moved to amend the eighth section 
by inserting the words “ by said parent.” 


Mr. BUCHANAN had no idea that such oppo- 


sition would have been made to this section: He. 


had consulted with western gentlemen before he 
offered his amendment to it, and he had thought it 
would meet their approbation. The bil, as it 
stood, confined the sales of the public lands to those 
who are in the West. He thought the people of 
the West would feel the paralyzing effects of the 
bill, should it pass in its present shape, although 
they express their willingness to make a sacrifice to 
diminish the surplus revenue. He was willing to 
reduce the revenue derived from the sales of the 
S But, when he 
was asked to vote for a bill which would- cut off 
his own constituents from deriving any advantage 
front it, he could not agree to it. He was willing, 
atamearly stage, to meet the feelings of gentlemen 
from the West; but now he was willing to let the 
section stand or fall upon its own merits, and if ne- 
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cessary, he was willing to put his vote against the 
adoption of this or any similar amendment. 

Mr. WRIGHT remarked that his object in vot 
ing for a bill of this character, was to reduce the 
revenue, and to effect that end by confining the 
sales of public lands to actual settlers. He did not 
see why such a principle might not be incorporated 
in this bill. Was there any one present who ad- 
mitted that the lands of the Government in market 
were now offered for sale below their intrinsic 
value? He would not vote for a proposition to raise 
the price, because he did not believe the lands were 
worth more than one dollar and twenty-five cents. 
But, if he believed in the. opinion re-echoed in that 
body, he should feel it his duty to move to raise the 
price. He believed the minimum price of the Go- 
vernment was high enough, nor did he think’ that 
public policy would admit of its being raised. En- 
taining this opinion, he would not admit that it was 
a-privilege conferred on as citizen to give him an op- 
portunity of purchasing the public land, unless he 
wanted to use it. . . 

He believed it was a privilege when a man 
wanted a farm to cultivate, that he should have 
land at the lowest price. Mr. W. argued that it 
was not to be supposed that lands could be sold at 
the end of ten years, when the country would of 
course be very much improved in every respect, at 
the same price as at the present time, though, ac- 
cording to the argument of gentlemen, it would ap- 
pear that such was to.be the case. His judgment 
was this, that the interests of the whole Union, and 
of those who live where the lands are located, re~s 
quired that Congress should put them into their hands 
at as low a rate as reason would dictate, and as ra~ 
pidly as the growth of the country would permit. 
But when a sort of pre-emption right was opened 
to aman, unaccompanied with a settlement, that 
was not the way to promote a settlement of the 
lands. Mr. W. concluded with saying, that he 
hoped.the vote might be reconsidered, for he had 
no wish that it should be stricken out, but only 
modified so as to make it acceptable to the Senate. 


Mr. BUCHANAN and Mr.. WHITE made a 
few remarks in reply to Mr. WRIGHT. 

Mr. HUBBARD thought the section should be 
amended in some particulars, and that authority 
should be given to the States to tax the public lands ` 
in which they lie. He had so voted in the case of 
Arkansas and Michigan. 


Mr. NORVELL moved to amend the second 
section of the substitute proposed: by Mr. White, 
by adding to the end of the same the words: “And, 
Provided further, That nothing herein contained 
shall be construed contrary tothe several acts 
granting lands for the purposes of education, the 
salt springs, or for any other purpose provided for 
under the existing laws of the United States.” 

The question being taken on the amendment, it 
was agreed to. : 


Mr. WEBSTER here moved an adjournment: 
rejected—yeas 21, nays 25,-as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Kent, King 
of Gco. Knight, Moore, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, 
Southard, Spence, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, Wall, 
and Webster—2l. - 
_ NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Black, Cuthbert, Dana, 
Ewing of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, 
Hubbard, King of Alabama, Linn, Lyon, Nicho- 
las, Niles, Norvell, Page, ‘Rives, Robinson, Rug- 
gles, Sevier, Walker, White, and Wright—25. 

‘Mr. RUGGLES: moved to amend the second 
section, by providing that every purchaser shall be 
required to take the quantity purchased by him in 
not more than four different subdivisions, nor in 
less subdivisions than a 16th of a section. 

After a debate, Mr. CLAY moved an adjourn- 


. ment, which was negatived—yeas 22, nays 24. 


The question was taken on Mr. RUGGLES'S 
amendment, and carried—yeas 24; nays 17, as fol- 
lows: ; ; 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dana, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, 
Kent, King of Georgia, Knight, Morris, Niles, 
Page, Prentiss, Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, South- 
ard, Swift, Tomlinsdn, Wall, Webster, and White 
24, i 


WNAYS—~Messrs. Benton, Black, Ewing of Illi- 
nois, Fulton, Hendricks; Hubbard, King of Ala- 
bama, Linn, Lyon, Moore, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Robinson, Sevier, Tipton, Walker and Wright— 
17. : 

‘Mr. DAVIS moved to amend the bill, by pro- 
viding that no pre-emption shall be granted where 
the value of the land exceeds five lands, and that 
the Cemmissioner of the General Land Office shall 
take measures to ascertain the value. 

The motion was. rejected—yeas 16, nays 22, as 
follows: . f 

YEAS-—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Kent, King of Geor- 
gia, Knight, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Southard, 
Spence, Swiit, Tomlinson, and Webster—16. i 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Bu- 

chanan, Dana, Ewing of Ilinois, Fulton, Hubbard, 
King of Alabama, Linn, Lyon, Moore, Morris, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Page, Rives, Robbins, 


Ruggles, Sevier, Tipton, Walker, Wall, White, . 


and Wright—22. 

The question then recurred on Mr. WHITE’S 
motion to strike out all after the first section and 
insert a substitute, and it was decided in the nega- 
tive; yeas 14, nays 29 as follows: 

YEAS—~Messrs. Black, Calhoun, Davis, Ewing 
of Illinois, Hendricks, Kent, Moore, Norvell, Pres- 
ton, Robinson, Sevier, Walker, Webster, and 
“White—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Dana, Ew- 
ing of Ohio, Fulton, Hubbard, King of Alabama, 
King of Georgia, Knight, Linn, Lyon, Nicholas, 
Niles, Page, Prentiss, Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, 
Southard, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, Wall and 
Wright—29. : 

On motion of Mr. LINN, 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, February 3, 1837. 

The following resolution, reported yesterday by Mr. Suru- 
ERLAND, from the Committee on Commerce, was taken up, 
and concurred in: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to report to the House of Representatives, at their next seesion, 
upon the propricty of establishing a system of telegraphs for 
the United States. 

Mr. W. B. SHEPARD, from the Committee for the District 
of Columbia, reported a resolution proposing to set apart 
Wednesday and Thursday, the 15th and l6th of February, from 
and after the hour of 12 o’elock on each day,-for the purpose of 
considering bills relating to the District of Columbia. 

Mr. EVERETT hoped the gentleman. would name some 
other day than Wednesday, as on that day itwas Mr. E’s in- 
tention, with the leave of the House, to cali up the “bill to pro- 

~ wide for the security and protection of the emigrant and other 
Indians west of the State of Missouri and Territory of Arkan- 
sas.’ Fle suggested Thursday and Friday, the 16th and 17th. 

Mr. SHEPARD had no objection to the alteration, and he 
moved a modification to that effect, but it was disagreed to by 
the House. f 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia, moved to amend the resolution 
by including the “bill to extend the provision of an act entitled 
‘An act supplementary to the act for the relief of certain sur- 
viving officers and soldier of the revoluticn,’ approved 7th of 
June, 1832.” ` ‘ 

Mr. WARDWELL moved to amend the amendment, by in- 
cluding all the bills reported from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions: lost. uf i 

The amendment of Me. JOHNSON was also disagreed to, 
andthe original resolution non-concurred in. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the‘ Committee of Claims, report- 
eda bill for the reliefof John Krepps: read twice and commit- 
ted to the same Committee of the Whole to which had been 
coramitted the bill for the relief of John W. Oliver. 

Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval Afars, reported 
the following resolution, which was concutred in: , 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be instruct- 


ed to inquire inte the expediency of instituting an examination © 


of George’s Bank, for the purpose of ascertaining the practica- 
bility of forming an artificial island upon it, to lesson the perils 
arising from that most dangerous shoal to every vessel ap- 


yoaching the eastern coast of the United States from foreign 
p & an 


countries, and to vessels of the United States engaged in the 
coasting trade between the eastern and southern 

Mr. BOND, from the Committes on Revolutionary Pensions, 
reported a bill for the relief of. James P. Rice: read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. PEARCE of Rhode Island, from the Committee on Com- 
rerce, to which was re ferred the petition of John Kern, deputy 
collector, and John D. George, deputy naval officer, of the port 
of Philadelphia, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the memorial of John” Kern, and Jobn D. 
George, be referred to the First Comnetroier of the Treasury 
tobe by him transmitted to the collector of the port of Phila- 
delphia, who is hereby directed to settle the claim of said Kern 
and George, for services as clerks, by them perfermed in car- 
rying into effect the 18th section of the tarif act of July, 4th, 
1832, according to agreement, i 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio desired to know something 
about this resolution before he could vote for it. 

Mr. PEARCE explained”that an appropriation -had been 
moade; for the payment of clerk hire, to carry into effect the ta- 
rviffactof 1832. Theservice had been performed by the deputy 
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collector.and deputy naval officer, after office hours; but the 
collector had construed the Jaw in such manner that they could 
not procnre their pay, and this resolution was for the purpose 
of providing that they should be paid. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina was opposed to paying 
out money in this way. They wére not authorized to make 
appropriations unless by bill or joint resolution; and he hoped 
this resolution would not pass. A 

Mr. PEARCE then went into a full explanation of the man- 
ner in which the service had been performed, stating, at the 
same time, that it had been performed better by these clerks 
than it could have been by others; yet if other clerks had per. 
formed the service there would have been no question as to the 
propriety of paving them. - 

Mr. CAMBRELENG suggested that the most appropriate 
course would be to move to discharge the committee from the 
subject, and refer it to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

My. PEARCE said the subject had been before the Secretary, 
and the only. question was ag to the consiyuction of the law. It 
was in consequence of the construction the collector had put 
upon the Jaw, that the money was refused to be paid.. He had 
done what he cansidered to be his duty in reporting the resolu- 
tion; but if the Nouse refused to adopt the report, he had no- 
thing to say. 

_ Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina said it appeared that the 

Secretary doubted whether he had the power to pay this 
money.and the passage of this resolution was to relieve him 
ef the responsibility of the matter. He contended the House had 
not the power ta direct the Secretary to pay this money. 

Mr. HARPER contended that these men ought to be paid, 
inasmuch as the money had been appropriated for the purpose 
of Saying this clerk hire; and they had performed the service, 
and that. too, out of office hours. 

Mr. PEARCE then moved the following as a substitute for 
the original resolution: 

Resolved. That the Committee on Commerce be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject, and that the same, 
with the report ofthe commitee, be referred to the Secretary of 
the Treasury. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of N. C. then moved to lay the whole sub- 
ject on the table. Last. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON was opposed to allowing claims of 
this kind. If they admitted this claim there would innume- 
rable claims come before them of a similar nature. 

Mr. HOAR could not see the propriety of referring this sub- 
ject to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. PEARCE again urged upon the House the propriety and 
justice of allowing this claim. There was no doubt of their 
having performed the service, and that too better than it could 
have been done by strange clerks. 

Mr. HOAR moved to amend the substitute by striking out 
that part of it which referred the report of the committee to 
the Secretary of the Treasury; which was agreed to, ayes 75, 
noes not connted, 

Mr. HARPER then moved to amend the resolution by refer- 
ring the claim to the Secretary of the Treasury for settle- 
ment. 

Mr. CAVE JONSON moved to refer the whole subject to 
the Committee of Claims. X 

Mr. HARPER could not see the propriety ef referring this 
subject to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr HARDIN was opposed to allowing these claime, as 
“there would be. no énd to them if once admitted, He consi- 
dered the Government had the right to have the whole time of 
the clerks in its employ. Of late years, the clerks had fixed 
their own hours; they would go ‘to their offices at ten o’clock, 
and perhaps Jeave them by two; but if any thing was done 
by them out of what they called their office hours, they must 
ask for extra pay! The House had had various applications of 
this kind, but had always refused to grant them; and he hoped 
they always would do so. 

Mr. REED believed this claim to be just, and he would be 
pleased to see the committee bring in a bill for the relief of 
those individuals. This would be the proper course, and he 
thought the House should take the responsibility of paying 
these individuals, without sending it to the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

Mr. BOON thought if gentlemen were about to establish the 
principle that the Government should require the whole of the 
time ofits efficers, they should begin at home, and not permit 
members of the House, while they were getting their eight dol- 
lays per day, receiving compensation for services rendered out 
of the House. It wag just as proper that this restriction should 
be placed upon members of that House, as upon clerks in the 
departments. . 

Mr. LANE said he fully concurred in the opinion expressed 
by the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Reed.) 
That he rose to correct one observation which fel! from his friend 
“on this point from Kentucky, (Mr. Rardin.) which, in his opin- 
ion. did great injustice to the clerks in the departments. He 
had been called upon to do business in the different departments 
during the present session, and had called at all hours, from 9 
‘to 12, and lately from 9 to 11; that he had at all times found thera 
io their offices. zealously and faithful'y despatching every duty, 
carrying into effect what he considered a very severe law of the 
last session, 

My. HARDIN briefly replied to the gentlemen from Indiana, 
Oir. Boones and Mr. Lane.) . 

Mr. PEARCE cenied that this was a claim for extra pay or 
extra services. He had not advocated it upon that principle. 
Jt was a claim for services which would have been paid if other 
individuals had performed them, and the moneys was already 
appropriated in anticipation for the payment of these services. 
Butby the construction put upon the Jaw by the collector, he 
withheld the money. eta 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then read the law on the subject, 
and Mr. HARPER made some further remarks in support of 
the claim. when = GAR 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio moved that the House proceed 
to the orders of the day, which was agreed to. : 

Mr. REED, by the leave of the House, reported from the 
Committee on Naval Affairs the following resolution, which 
was considered and adapted: _ 3 i g 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Naval Affhirs be instruct 
“ed to inquire into the expediency of building six sloops of war 

the second class. > . 
one, PHILLIPS asked leave of the House to submit the fol. 
owing resolution: —. 7 
; “Resoleed, That the President of the Uni'ed States be request- 
ed to inform the House of the progress which has been made 
in the arrangements for the surveying and exploring expedition 


authorized at the last session of Congress, and of the’ objects 
and measures to which said expedition is to be devoteds o o an: * 
mr. HALL o Maine objecting, : $ a 
rt APS moved a suspensi f is pur- 
bose; which wras asou e i pension of the rule for this. pur 

Mr. MASON of Ohio moved the following amendnient, which 
Mr. PuzLLIPS accepted as a modification: ë 

“ And also of the size and the names of the vessels designated 
by the Departmeni to be employed in the exploring expedi: 
tion; with the number of the officers and men therein; together: 
with a statement of the expenditures already incurred in fitting 
out the expedition, and an estimate of the urther expenditures 
which will be necessary until us successful ter mination, on the 
plan now projected.” > 

Mr. ROBERTSON then moved the following amendment, 
Strike out all after the word resolved, and insert the following: 

“That the Secretary of the Navy he directed to communicate 
to this House the number of vessels designed, and. fitted out, 
or now fitting out, for the exploring expedition to the Pacific 
and S\uth Seas; the class to. which they respectively belong; 
the cost already incurred, and that which is estimated will be 
incurred, in completing their equipment; the time when the ex- 
pedition may be expected tosail, and its probable. annual cost 
afterwards; also whether either of the said vessels, or any. other 
public vessel, has been. put in requisition for the conveyance of 
General Santa Anna to Mexico, or elsewhere; and, ifso, the au- 
thority under which such requisition has been made; with all 
orders to and from the Department relative thereto.” ee: 

Mr. PHILLIPS hoped this amendment would not prevail. 
The resolution, as modified, called for all the information de- 
sired in relation to the south sea expedition, therefore he could 
not see the necessity for the gentleman’s amendment. ` 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina, called for the yeas and 
nays, on the proposed amendment, which were not ordered; and 
the amendment was disagreed to. } 

Mr. MERCER then submitted an amendment calling on the 
Secretary fora listof the officers of the navy, with „the dates 
of their respective commissiong,:and the number of years each 
had been at sea, since the year L814. 

Mr. JARVIS suggested that it would be more proper to move | 
thisas a separate resolution. The information required by it 
could not be obtained for a considerable time, and would pre- 
vent an early answer being made to the original resolution." Af- 
ter a few words from Mr. MERCER, his amendment was disa- 
greed to. The resolution as modified was then agreed to. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of War ad interiom, transmitting a report-of the 
survey of James River, made during the last session of Cons 
gress; which, on motion of Mr. SUTHERLAND, was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. ` 

„The SPEAKER also laid before the House another commu- 
nication from the same, transmitting a report of the survey of 
the harbor of Havre de Grace, which, on motion of Mr.. 
SUTHERLAND, wassimilarly referred. y 

The House then passed to the orders of the day. 

The bill to place the name of Dr. John P. Briggs on tha 
navy pension fund, was read the third time and passed. 

The motion te reconsider the vote of the House rejecting the 
“hill for the relief of Ebenezer Breed’? was decided in the 
negative. 

The House then took up the “joint resolution granting a pens 
sion to Mrs, Decatur,” the question being on its third reading. 

Mr. JARVIS moved to commit it to the Committee on, Naval 
Affairs: which motion, after some remarks from Messrs. JAR- 
VIS, WASHINGTON, PARKER, CAMBRELENG, REED, 
GRAIG, CHAMBERS of Kentucky, HARPER, and GREN- 
NELL, was disagreed to~ayes 55, noes 71. p 

The resolution was then further discussed by Messrs. PAT. 
TON. JARVIS. REED, PEARCE.of Rbode Island, WASH-: 
INGTON, HOWARD, PARKER, MANN of New. York, 
CAMBRELENG, and UNDERWOOD. 

Mr. REED asked for the yeas and nays on the engrossment of 
the resolution; which were ordered, and were, yeas 119, nays 
52, and it was ordered to be read a third time thia day. 

Subsequently the resolution was read a third time and 

assed. 

The “bill for the relief of David Kilbourn,’ was then 
taken up. i 

This bill had passed the committee and was ôn its engross: 
ment. The case was a well known one, had been for several 
years before Congress. and been more than once rejected, and 
repeatedly set asido. Kilbourn alleges that he was a Canadian 
spy, and afier much suffering, succeeded in escaping, with 
the total loss of his property by confiscation. Bee 

Mr: WHITTLESEY of Ohio asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. r 5 

Mr. HOWELL called for the reading of the bill and report, 
which was ordered. i 

After some remarks by Mr. WARDWELL, the question was 
taken and decided in the affirmative-~yeas 83, nays 65. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time 
to-morrow. ENOG 

The SPEAKER laid before the Housea communication from 
the Secretary of the Navy, in compliance with a resolution of 
the House of the 30th ult, informing the House of the progress 
made in the survey of tbe coast from the Rigolets t> Mobile 
Point; which, on motion of Mr. JARVIS, was laid on the table, 
andordered tobe printed, 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Sarunpay, February 4, 1837. 

Mr. CLAY presented a memorial from sundry 
authors of the United States, complaining of the 
existing laws in relation to copy rights, and praying 
that the same may be revised and amended; and 
moved to refer it to the select committee appointed 
to consider the memorial of the authors of Great 
Britain on the same subject. 

Afier some remarks from Messrs. CLAY and 
PRESTON, the reference was ordered. 

Mr. CLAY then moved that an additional mem- 
per be added to the same committee, to be ap- 
pointed by the Chair ; which being agreed to, Mr. 
RUGGLES was appointed. : : 


~ 
W 
_ “yeeple of that: State gave their votes for Presi- 
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Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of sun` 
dry citizens of Michigan, praying for appropria- 
tions for internal improvements ;-which was refer- 
red ‘to the Commitieé on Commerce. - i 

Mr. TIPTON presented. a memorial ‘and joint 
resolution of the Legislature of Indiana, on the 
subject of internal improvements: referred to the 
Committee. on Roads and Canals.. ; 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial from sundry 
citizens of Missouri, on the subject of spoliations 
on Amériean commerce by the French prior to the 
year 1800; which was referred to the Committee 
onthe Judiciary. ; $ : 

‘Mr. MORRIS presented a memorial from a citi- 
zen of Cleveland, Ohio, setting forth that for’seve- 


pinnate sare Snares neem 


ral years past there has been a continued rising of . 


‘the waters of Lake Erie, and a consequent wash- 
ing away of the southern shore of said Jake, which 
he (the memorialist) attributes to the obstruction 
caused by the dam constructed at Black Rock for 
the purpose of makinga harbor. The petitioner 
prays that the Government will cause the same to 
be removed: reférréed to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the select commtttee ap- 
pointed to consider and report on the mode of ex- 
amining and counting the votes for President and 
Vice President, &c. and whether any votes have 
been given by persons not competent under the 
constitution, made a special report thereon, which 
was read. ; : 

The report states that in some instances not 
more than four or five electors have been chosen 
im. some of the States, who are officers of General 
Government, (deputy postmasters,) and that. such 
votes are, in the opinion of the committee, not in 
conformity with the provisions of the Constitution; 
but at the same time the few votes thus given will 
not vary the result of the election, as it was not 
contemplated by any one that the appointment of 
cne ineligible elector would vitiate the vote of his 
State. The report concludes with recommending 
the adoption of the following resolutions: 

“Resolved, That the two Houses shall assemble in 
he chamber of the House of Representatives on 
Wednesday next at 19.0’clack, and the President 
of the Senate shall be the presiding officer; that one 

` person be appointed a teller on the part of the Se- 
nate, and two on the part of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, to make a list of -the votes as they shall 
be declared; that the resuit shall be delivered to the 
President of the Senate, who shall announce the 
state of the vote; and the persons elected, to the two 
ETouses assembled as aforesaid, which’ shall be 
deemed a declaration of the persons elected Presi- 
deni and- Vice President of the United States; and, 
logether with a list of votes, be entered on the jour- 
nals of the two [Touses. i 

‘Resolved, That in relation to the votes of Michi- 
gan, if the counting or omitting to count them shall 
not essentially change the result of the election, 
they shall be reported by the President of the Se- 
nate in the following manner: “Were the votes of 
Michigan to be counted,. the result would be for 
A. Be for President of the United States 
votes. If not counted, for A. B. for President of 
the United States votes, Butin cither event 
A. B.is elected President of the United States.” 
Amid in the same manner for Vice President. 

Mr NORVELL arose, and said that the resolu- 
tions were joint resolutions. The first prescribed 
the usual manner in which the two Houses assem- 
bled together on the second W. edaesday in Febru- 
ary, for the purpose. of: counting the votes for 
President and Vice President of the United States. 
To this, of course, he had no objection. The so. 
cond resolution in relation to the votes of Michi- 
gan, declared, in substance, that-if they were not 
essential to the election of a President they should 
be announced, but neéd not be received as good. 
Their reception, then, as sound votes, depended 
upon. a contingency which it was known “would 
not happen. 
tionof the Senator from Tennessee, in or- 
der that. he. and. his colleague might ‘have 
an. opportunity of recording their votes against 
he: second- resolution. Michigan, when the 


deytial electors, was. a sovereign State, acknow- 
S 


He called for a division of the mos. 


ledged: to be such by an act of the Congress of the 
. United States. 


She was now, before her electoral 
votes were to be counted, a sovereign State of this 
Union, acknowledged.to be such.by another act of 
the Congress of the United States. He had, there- 


: fore, risen to enter his most solemn protest; in behalf- 


of the people of Michigan, against any decision of 
this body, or of Congress,’ which would, even by 


‘ implication, have the effect of preventing their 


i governed, could never endanger the Union. 


electoral votes from being counted for President ` 


and Vice. President of the United States; and upon 
the motion to adopt the second resolution, he re- 
quested that the yeas and nays might be taken: 

Mr. GRUNDY dbserved that the committee were, 
unanimous for reporting the second: resolution ob- 
jected to by thè gentleman from Michigan., The 
same course had been pursued with regard to the 
State of Missouri, and undet the like circumstances; 
and when Senators recollected that this was the 
very place where the rock lies which may-destroy 
this Government, they would perceive that the 
commiitee had good reasons for recommending the 
resolution objected to. Suppose (said Mr. G.) the 
two Houses should differ and separate, and sup- 
pose the House should refùse to send for the 
Senate again; where will be your Presideat or Vice 
President? Though he had been one of the most 
anxious for the admission of Michigan, yet he 
thought it better, under the circumstances, that her 
vote should not be counted, except in the way pro- 
vided for by the second. resolation. To count the 
vote could do no good, inasmuch as it would not 
vary the result, and it might doharm. No man 
was more anxious than he was for the admission 
of Michigan, yet he "rust express the opinion that 
she was not a State of this Union when she gave 
her vote. 

Mr. NORVELL said, that if this Union should 
ever receive a shock, as intimated by the Senator 
from Tennessee, it would arise from the practice 
of injustice by this Govermracnt towards one or 
more of the States of the confederacy, and not from 
the right decision of such questions as the one now 
pending. The reception of the votes of a State en- 
titled to vote for the Chief Magistrate of the nation, 
by whom she, as well as the other States, was to be 
The 
result of the late election, he knew, could not be ya- 
ried by the voles of Michigan; and less hazard 
would, therefore, be encountered at this time in 
properly deciding the question upon receiving the 
votes of States in similar cirermstances with 
Michigan, than st any other time. The case of 
Missouri, quoted: by the Senator frora Tennessee 
in support of the second resolution, was not, upon 
this point, a case analogous to that of Michigan. 
Missouri was a State when her electors were cho- 
sen, but she was not a State of the Union when the 
two Houses of Congress asse:xbled to count the 
electoral votes for President and Vice President. 
She was not admitted until some months after- 
wards; but the State of Indiana did present a pre- 
cisely analogous case to that of Michigan. In- 


diana, when her electors were chosen, had formed. 


her Sonstitution and State Government; but she 
was not admitted into the’ Union until some time 
in the succecding December. She became, how- 
ever, a member of the Union, before the electoral 
votes were counted. When the two Houses as- 
sembled, and, in counting the votes, came to those 
of Indiana, objection was made to their reception. 
The two Houses separated. Some discussion 
arose in both on the subject; but, before the point 
was directly decided by either, a message was sent 
by the House of Representatives to the Senate, 
that they were ready to proceed in the count. 
When they came together again, the votes of In- 
diana were counted, and recorded among the elec- 
toral votes of the other States: “Such is exact] y the 
situation ‘of Michigan’ But he had not risen to 
provoke debate. His object was simply to ‘protest 
against the principle of the second resolution re- 
ported by the Senator from Tennessee, and to ask 


-for. himself and his colleague the. pocr privilege of- 


recording their names- against it- He did not 


-- know that-ihey would be stistained by the vote of 


any. other-Senator present. : 
Mt. CLAY said that the commiitee had follow- 
ed exactly the course adopted in the case of Mis- 


| though no use might be made-of them. 


= Temiar daama 
souri; andthe Senators from Michigan would see 
thatthere was to be no. exclusion of their votes, 
Whether 
they were counted or not, the result would be the 
same. Now, when gentlemen reflected for a mo- 
ment upon the operations of this Government, the 
difficulties to be settled, the important questions 
pending, and especially the one as to the election 
of a Chief Magistrate, they would see at once the 
necessity of avoiding doing any thing which would 


have the effect of creating excitement, or throwing 


any difficulty in the way at this particular juncture, 
when they were abont to decide on so very im- 
portant a question as would have to be disposed of 
on Wednesday next. ` 

With regard, then, to what the Senator from Mi- 
chigan (Mr. Norvell) had saidas to Michigan be- 
ing similarly situated to Missouri and Indiana, 
when they were admitted into the Union, and yet 
they were permitted to vote: he could not agree 
with him. The case of Michigan was not exactly 
that of Missouri, nor that of Indiana, The act of 
Congress passed admitted her on certain conditions, 
and, having accepted those conditions, she became 
a State, and performed all her functions as a State, 
and had given her votes for President and Vice 
President; and but for the formality of ‘this resolu- 
tion, which .was deemed necessary by the com- 
mittee, she was put upon precisely the same foot- 


ing as. the States which had been mentioned. 


Whilst, then, hé admitted there was some slight 
difference between the case of Michigan and that 
of Missouri and of Indiana, he could not admit 
that Michigan should vote, except in the manner 
pointed out.in the resolution; for he thought, under 
all the circumstances connected with this matter, it 
would be better to take the course recommended by 
the committee. ' 

Mr. CALHOUN remarked, that notwithstanding 
what was said by gentlemen to the contrary, during 
the debate on the admission of Michigan, they would 
now see that she was a State, de facto, at the time 
she formed her Constitution. Now, if they applied 
the reason of that case to this, what was the result? 
Michigan was not a State in this Union when her 
Senators were elected, nor when she voted for Pre- 
sident and Vice President. The case was really a 
clear one, and any reason which would exclude 
these votes, ought to have excluded her Senators 
from taking their seats on this floor. He did ‘not 
believe that doubtful questions of this kind’ should 
be waived, and this question should be se.tled at 
once. He should, therefore, feel himself bound to 
vote against the resolution. : 

Mr. LYON asked what course the committee 
would have recommended in case the vote of Michi- 
gan had. varied the result. Would Michigan in 
such case be deprived of her vote? Mr. L, refer- 
red to the vote of Indiana which, under similar cir- 
cumstances, had been counted, and contended that 
Michigan was as much entitled to count. her vote 
as was the State of. Indiana. He thought the 
Senate would not make so unjust a discrimination 
betweén the two States as the resolution coritem- 
plated, and he would unite with his colleague (Mr. 
Norvell) in protesting against it. . 

Mr. GRUNDY replied that the gentleman could 
not expect him to answer a question which the 
wisest of their predecessors had parposely left un- 
determined. What might be done under the cir- 
cumstances adverted to by the. Senator from Michi- 


_ gan, should they ever occur, the wisdom of the day 


must. decide. > 

Mr. PRESTON concurred iù all the views taken 
by his colleague, in regard to this question. He 
confessed his inability to perceive any difference 
between admitting the Senators to take their seats - 
in that body, and admitting Michigan to vote as 
the other States of the Union would vote. | Look. 
ing at the'matter in very point of view, he was wil- 
ling that she should be allowed to vote. 

After a few words from Messrs. WEBSTER, 


` GRUNDY, and CLAY, 


The question was here taken, and the first reso- 


: bation reported by the committee was adopted 
| without division; and the second was adopted— 


yeas 34, nays 9, as follows: ‘ 
YEAS-—Messrs. Bayard; Benton, Black; Brown, 


' Buchanan, Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, “Cuthbert, 


Dana, Davis, Ewing of Illinois, Ewing of Ohio, - 


Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, Kent, King of Ala- 


which were considered arid adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be in-. 


structed to inquire into the eXpediency of placing 
the name of Henry Stevens, of Windsor, in Ver- 


mont, on the list of dnnuitants under the act of June 


7, 1832. ; 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be direct- 
ed to communicate to the Senate copies of all such 
manuscript papers now on file in his Department, 
having any relation to the claim of Richard W. 
Meade, originally made against the Government of 
Spain, except those papers which have been hereto- 
fore printed by order. of either House of Congress 
upon the subject of this claim. £ 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported the following bills; which were 
severally read, and ordered to a second reading: 

A: bill giving the assent of Congress to the revo- 
cation of that portion of the ordinance of the seve- 
ral States therein mentioned, which exempts from 
taxation for five years, all lands sold by the United 
States; 

A bill to establish two additional land offices in 
the Territory of Wisconsin, west of the Mississippi 
river; and l 

A bill to amend the act of July 2, 1836, for the 
laying off of certain towns in Wisconsin. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, the Committee 
on Public Lands, was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of the trustees of the 
University of Norwich, praying for a grant of 
land. l 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, reported a bill to establish a pension 
agéhcy at Montpelier, Vermont; which was read, 
and ordered toa second reading. 

Mr. RIVES, from the Committee on, Naval Af- 
fairs, reported a bill for the relief of Col. Anthony 
Gale; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. ; . 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill providing for the appointment 
of an additional Attorney for the Territory of Wis- 
consin; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

* The following bills from the House were several- 
ly réad twice and referred: 

A bill for the relief of Abigail Appleton; 

A bill authorising the Secretary of the Navy to 
place fhe name of Doctor John 'T. Briggs on the 
navy roll; 


-Å pillto increase the pension of Hanson Hamlin; 

A bill to amend the act to establish branches of 
the United States Mint, passed 3d March, 1836; 

A bill respecting discriminating duties upon Dutch 
and Belgian vessels and their cargoes; 

A joint resolution granting a pension to Susan 
Decatur, widow of Commodore Stephen Decatur; 
and ; : 

` À bill for the relief of David Kilburn. 
PUBLIC LANDS. 

‘The bill to prohibit the sales of the public lands, 
except to actual settlers, and in limited quantities, 
was taken up as the special order, the quéstion 


pending was on the motion of Mr.. WALKER to re- 


commit the bill to the Committee on the, Public 
Lands. ; 

_ Mr. WALKER renewed his motion to recom- 
mit thebill, and stated thathis object was to have 
itso modified-as to meet the views of every gentle- 
man, if possible. f 

Mr. BUCHANAN asked for the yeas and nays; 
whith were- ordered. f 

Mr. CALHOUN said he could see no possible good 
whatever to be derived from recommitting -the bill. 
It was; indeed, quite apparent that a large portion 
of the Senate were of the impression that nothing 
ought to be done on the subject. The difficulties 
connected with the bill were totally irreconcilable; 
and he was among those who believed it to be radi- 


cally wrong, and that | 
it should pass.. He would state btiefly some of the 
gétieral objections he had to the bill. Such were 
the magnitude and númber of the objections enter- 
tained by gentlemen all round, that it was really 
not worth while to proceed any further, with it. 
The object of the bill, as stated by the chairman of 
the committee from which it was reported, was to 
restrict the sales of the public lands, in order to put 
an end to speculation, and to diminish the revenue 
derived from that source. Now, all that was very 
good, and sounded well to the ear, But, really, so ma- 
ny were the means of those in power by which they 
might fleece the community, that it was enough 
almost to make every lover of his country despair 
of it. Well, then, if he was not very much mis- 
taken, the bill so far from repressing speculation, 
would lead to the greatest speculation this continent 
had ever witnessed. The speculation, which a 
particular state of things had given rise to, had 
been produced by those in power. They had pro- 
fitted by that state of things, and should this bill be 
passed it would only consummate their wishes. 
The Senate had been told by the gentleman from 
Mississippi, (Mr. Walker,) that as large a territory 
as any State in the Union@ had, within a few years, 
fallen into the hands of speculators; and the Sena- 
tor from Georgia, (Mr. King,) had said that twenty- 
eight or thirty millions of dollars worth of the pub- 
lie lands weré now in the hands of speculators. 
What had produced all this speculation? Why, 
nothing but the state of the currency: the enormous 
increase’ of paper money. What had brought 
about that state of things? * Those who were 
now in power. They began their experi- 
ment in 1833, and they were told what wouid 
be the result of it. And just what they were told 
had happened. The authors were those very men 
in power who now came forward and attempted to 


„procure a remedy for the evils existing. Was it 


not notorious that the President of the United 
States himself had been connected with the pur- 
chase of public lands? Yes, the “experiment” 
(and Mr. C. delighted in the word) was the cause 
of speculation in public lands, and if this bill should 
not be passed, speculations could not go on, and the 
price. of the public lands must consequently be re- 
duced. He contended that every man could not 
but see that it would be utter ruin to those who 
had borrowed money to speculate in lands, if the 
system was not to go on. 

The bill contained one particularly obnoxious 
provision, and that was that no man could purchase 
lands, unless he was provided with a license. 
Odious as he held alicense on the liberty of the press 
to be, he. regarded this feature of the measure as 
even worse. What! a freeman not to be permitted 
to purchase, without a license, the public do- 
main! He would say that nothing on the face 


| ot God’s earth would induce him to give a 


vote which would place a Carolinian in such 
a condition, as men were liable to be under such 
circumstances. We were living under a dy- 
nasty, who fancy they have a right to use all the 
offices, and all the money and all the means tinder 
their control for their own benefit. Pass the bill, 
and by the year 1842, there would be 190,000 vo- 
ters depending upon the patronage and wishes of 
those in power. Could any thing be more odious? 
Was a license on the press more odious? 

The fact was, the Senate had already spent too 
much time on the bill, and he hoped they would 
not spend another moment. Putting out of view 


- the political consequences which would result froin 


passing.it, what, he would ask, was to be its mone- 
tary effect? The Senator from New. York (Mr. 
Wright) had stated that he was averse to raising 
the price of the lands. Now, he (Bir. C.) would 
‘inquire whether a matt would not rather, at once, 
give two dollars an acre for jand, and have no 
trouble about it, than give one dollar and twenty- 
five cents, besides being subjected to much trouble 
and incumbrance? Certainly he would. 

~The individual who purchased of the holder was 


| decidedly better off than he. Could not any man 


see what would be the effect of passing the bill? It 


| would lead, as he had said before, to esormous 
| speculations. He maintained that the lands, on an 


cal ng, and that the Senator could not modify | 
it-in-.any shape that would, render it expedient.that 


average, were worth three dollars pér 
observed, that if no legislation Were had on’ 
subject, by the end of six oj séven months spe 

tion would cease. ‘Phe state of things at present: 
existing were artificial, and could not continue. Tf, - 
however, it was deemed proper to legislate'at alt; 
the first and most obvious-course for the Senate to" 
adopt was to -raise the price of the public lands. 

The only objection to that was, that it would bene - 


.fit those who had alreddy purchaséd. But, as to 


their legislating in that way, he had no fear. -No, 
it would be unpopular; those who had purehaged 
must be secured. The land offices: would have to. 
be closed. Whichever course, then, was adopted,- 
would be liable to some objections. The latter 
course he should prefer of the two, as it was less 
objectionable. 


He wished to put the public lands upon some fair 
and fixed condition, which should give to the United ~ 
States a reasonable revenue. Perhaps the best plan. - 
would be to transfer the whole to the new States, on 
their agreeing to give ten per cent. and with certain 
limitations, for their good as well as our own. He 
did not know that any thing could be done on the 
subject now; but, he repeated, he would rathermake 
a cession of the lands at once upon liberal terms, 
than allow the Government. to be further troubled 
concerning them. ; 

Entertaining these. views, he hoped the subject 
would be permitted to ‘sleep, or that the Serate 
should come to a. direct vote, or that the bill should 
be laid on the table. i 4 

The qnestion, was then taken on the recommit- 
ment of the bill, and decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 23, nays 20, as follows: ce 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Cuthbert, Dana, 
Ewing of Ilinois; Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks,. 
Hubbard, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, 
Linn, Lyon, Moore, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, 
Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Walker, and 
Wright—23. Ta : i 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown,. Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, Davis, Ewing’ of Ohio, 
Kent, Knight, Morris, Prentiss, Preston, Southard, 
Swift, Tipon, Temlinson, Wall, Webster, and 
White—20. 1e eT 

On motion, j 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF PEPRESENTATIVES, . 
Sarurpay, Feb. 4, 1837. i 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, by leave of the 
House, from the select committee to investigate 
abuses in the Executive Departments, reported the 
following resolution: ` i 

Resolved, That the chairman be directed to ask 
the House of Representatives for an order to‘ print 
so many copies of the journal of the committee as 
they may think proper to order for the usé of: the 
members, to be printed and laid on their tables, 
with their report, not exceeding 1030 copies. 

Mr. G. explained that this resolution was intro- 
duced with a view to have the journal of the. com- 
mittee printed and kept in possession of the coms 
mittee, to be laid before the House at the same 
time they made their report. If this was not done 
it would take some time to have the journal print- 
edafter the report was made; consequently it would 
delay the action of the House, as it might be some 
days after the report was made before this journal 
could be printed and laid upon the tables of mem- 
bers. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON inquired what number 
of copies the resolution proposed to print. 

Mr. GARLAND replied that it was not stated 
on the face of the resolution; but it was the inten- 
tion of the committee that the usual number should 
be printed. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then moved. an amend- 
ment, that the number to be printed should not ex- 
ceed 1030; which was agreed to, and the resolution 
as amended was then adopted. - 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the unfinished business, being the resolution re- 
ported by Mr..D. J. PEARCE, from ihe Commit- 
tee on Commerce, as follows: A 

Resolved, That the memorial of John Kern, and 
John D. George, be-referred to the First Comptrol- 
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ler of the Treasury, to be by him transmitted to jt 


the collector of the port-of Philadelphia, who is 
hereby directed to settle the claim of said- Kern 
and George, for services, as clerks, by them per- 
formed in carrying into effect the 18th section of 
the tariff act of July 14, 1832, according to agree- 
ment. ; 


Mr. PEARCE had moved the following as asub- ` 


stitute for the original resolution: 

. Resolved; That the Committee on Commerce be 
discharged from ‘the further consideration- ef the 
subject, and th the same, with the report of the 
commiltee,: be referred to the Secretary of the. 
Treasury. for settlement.- 

» The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
CAVE JOHNSON to refer the whole subject to 
the Committee of Claims. per. 

Mr. CAVE. JOHNSON. referred to the law of 
1834, showing that under its provisions the officers 
in question were bound to give their whole time to 
their duties without any extra compensation. The 
reason of the law was obvious, being to prevent 
persons from neglecting the public business during 
office hours, for the purpose of getting extra com-. 
pensation for doing the work out of office hours. 

‘Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped no more time 
would be consumed upon it, but that it would be 

- referred, as recommended by the Committee on 

Commerce. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND remarked, they had alrea- 
dy wasted more money in discussing it, than 
the whole subject was worth. He contended that 
it was unnecessary to send it now to any committee 
of the House since all the facts had been fully 
elicited. ` ; 

Mr. McKAY could not see the propriety of re- 
ferring it to the Secretary of the Treasury, for he 
had already expressed his opinion of the law, 
that it did not authorize the payment to be made by 
him, and the House could. not enlarge the powers 
of a law by a simple resolution. He would pre- 
fer refering it back to the Committee on Commerce, 
with instructions to report a bill embracing the 
claim. . : 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, concurred with 
the gentleman from Pennsyivania, that it was un- 
necessary now to send this subject to a committee, 
and for the reason stated by that gentleman. 

. The motion to refer it to the Committee of 
Claims was rejected. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina then mov- 
ed. to refer the subject to the Committee on Com- 
merce, with instructions to report a bill for the re- 
lief of the claimants: lost. 

The amendment of Mr. PEARCE was:then put, 
and agreed to, 63 to 58. T 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved a reconsideration 
of the last vote, as he wished to move to strike out 
the words “ for settlement.” 

Mr. SUTHERLAND and Mr. PEARCE said 


there would be no objection to strike out these | 


words, and, Mr. E. WHITTLESEY suggested 
that the amendment be agreed to by general con- 
sent. f 

- Mr. McKAY moved to lay the whole subject on 

the table; which was agreed to—ayes 63, noes 62. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported some amendments to 
the civil and diplomatic bili; which were referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. ; : 

- Mr. YELL, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported. a bill to establish an additional 
land district in the State. of Arkansas, (composed 
of the counties of Scott, Crawford, Johnson and 
Pope; the land office to be established at the county 
seat in Johnson county;): which was read twice, 
and committed to. a Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. i 

On motion of Mr. THOMAS, the Committee on 

the Judiciary had leave to sit during the sessions of. 
the House, to prosecute the investigation of certain 
charges. of official misconduct preferred against 
Judge Thruston, one of the judges of the United” 
States Circuit Court, for the District of Columbia. 
i On motion of Mr. SUTHERLAND, the reports 
5 ånd papers.in relation to the surveys of the harbors 
‘of Havre de Grace, Maryland, and Richmond, 
Virginia, were ordered to be printed, 


x, 


_ onthe table. 


: HARBORS. _ 

Mr. SUTHERLAND, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a bill making appropriations 
for the’ improvement of certain harbors. therein 
mentioned, forthe year 1837: read twice, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. cae ee a4 

Mr. HARRISON of Missouri, from the Commit- 
tee on the Public Lands, reported Senate bill, with 
sundry amendments, to authorize the Washington 
county (Mo.) Turnpike. company to construct a 
a road through the:public lands. The amendments 
were all concurred in, and the bill, as. amended, 
ordered. to be read a third time on Monday. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Robert Keyworth: 
read twice and.committed. 

Mr. HARPER, from the select committee on the 
subject of patents and the patent laws, reported a 
bill for the relief of John J. Roane: read twice 
and committed. : 

At the suggestions of Mr. WHITTLESEY of 
Ohio, and Mr. HOWARD, the House, by general 
consent, took up the bill on its third reading, enti- 
tled “ An act to amend an act entitled an act to es- 
tablish branches of the mint of the United States,” 
passed 3d March, 1835 ;” and it was read the third 
time and passed. 

Also, the bill entitled, “An act respecting dis- 
criminating duties on Dutch and Belgian vessels, 
and their cargoes,” on its third reading was taken 
up, and a verbal amendment having been made 
thereto by general consent, (on motion of Mr. 
ADAMS,) was read the third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND of La. by general 
consent, the “bill to extend the limits of the port of 
New Orleans,” was read the third time and passed. 

The House then passed to the private orders. 

On moiion of Mr. OWENS, the Committee of 
Ways and Means were discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the memorial of G. B. La- 
mar, praying for the modification of the tariff, to 
allow him to export, free of duty, materials for 
iron steamboat, &c.; and the same was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. BOON, the Committee on 
Public Lands were discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of Moses Pierre, 
praying compensation for services and suflerings 
from the year 1806 to 1821; and the memorial was 
ordered to lie on the table. . 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee of 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of Wil- 
liam Bonsell, praying remuneration for property 
lost during the last war with Great Britain, reported 
the following resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the pa- 
pers of William P. Barnett, and that the same be 
referred to the Third Auditor, under the act of 
Jannary 18, 1837. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims, 
made an unfavorable report on the memorial of 
Thomas Mullikin and Thos. Kirkpatrick, execu- 
tors of James Roddey; which was ordered to lie on 
the table and be printed. ` 

Mr. BOND, from the Committee on Revolution- 


ary Pensions, made unfavorable reports on the peti- | 


tions of Angelica Gilbert and Timothy Shay, pray- 
ing relief; which were severally ordered to lie on 
the table. 

On motion of Mr. LEA, the Committee on Revo- 
Jutionary Pensions were discharged from the further 
consideration of the petitions of Abm Boyce, A. 
Blakely, and William Jones, severally praying for 
increase of pensions; and the petitions were ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. JANES, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, made unfavorable reports on the 
petitions of Mary Kennedy, and Mary, widow of 
E. Dunscomb; which were severally ordered to lie 
on the table. f i ; 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Revo- 
lationary Pensions, made’ an unfavorable report on 
the petition of Wm. Phelps, praying compensation 
for revolutioriary. services; which was ordered to lie 

Mr CRANE, from the Committee on 
tionary Claims, made an unfavorable report ‘on the 
memorial of W; R. Custis, devisee of Lieut. Thos: 


+ 


Revolu- i 


Custis; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. CHAMBERS, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, made an unfavorable report on the pe- 
tition of Simon Burton, jr.; which was ordered to lie 
en the. table. . f : 

On motion of Mr. LANE, the Committee for 
the District of Columbia were -discharged from the 
consideration of the memorial of Elizabeth Tims, 
and the same was referred to the’ Committee of 
Claims. °° . i : 

_On motion of Mr. FRY, 

Resolved, That ine Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be discharged from the further.considera- 
tion of the petition of William Andrews, and that 
the same do lie upon the table. 

“ Bill for the relief of David Kilbourn;” on its 
third reading. : 

After some remarks by Messrs. HARDIN, STO- 
RER, WARDWELL, HOAR, PARKER, and 
BRIGGS, . 

Mr. REYNOLDS moved the previous question, 
which was seconded by the House, and the main 
question ordered to be put. i 

Mr. HARDIN called for the yeas and nays on 
the main question, which were ordered, and were— 
yeas 83, nays 73. ` ; 

So the bill was passed. i 

The House then took up the bill for the relief of 
S. Morris Waln, on its engrossment, 

After some remarks by Messrs. INGERSOLL, 
McKIM, JARVIS, LAWRENCE, GIDEON, 
LEE, HARPER, HARDIN, CAMBRELENG, 
PARKER, and PHILLIPS, 

Mr. ROBRTSON moved to recommit the bill to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, with instruc- 
tions to report a general bill, regulating the princi- 
ples on which, in their opinion, it would be just 
and expedient to remit duties on merchandise, 

After some further. remarks by Messrs. CAM- 
BRELENG, PARKER, LAWRENCE, PEARCE 
of Rhode Island, McKIM, PHILLIPS and HAR- 
PER, . 

Mr. JARVIS moved the previous question, ard 
on the votes being taken there wasno quorum found ` 
voting.’ Res 

Mr. McKENNAN moved an adjournment, but 
withdrew it at the request of ` i 

“Mr. THOMAS, who, from the Joint Committee 
appointed to report as to the mode of proceeding in 
counting the votes for President. and Vice Presi- 
dent, made a report; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McKENNAN then renewed his motion to 
adjourn, but withdrew it at the request of : 

Mr. PEYTON, who made a statement to the 
House in relation to a difficulty which had occured 
in the room of the select committee appointed to 
investigate the affairs of the Executive Depart- 
ments. 

Mr. PEYTON commenced by saying that the ` 
House would bear him witness, that he.had never 
heretofore asked a similar indulgence; nor ever 
annoyed. it with any thing personal to, himseif 
that had been said of him out of doors, nor was it 
on his own account, individually, that he had at 
that time. asked the indulgence that had been ex- 
tended to him by the courtesy of the House; but 
he thought it was due to the committee of which ` 
he was 2 member, and due also to that House of 
which he was a member, to correct a statement 
which had appeared in the official paper of that 
morning. The part of the article to which he re- 
ferred, he would- read. Mr. P. accordingly read 
the foilowing portion of an extract which appeared 
in the Globe of Saturday, from the New York 
American: > . 

“TF this statement be true, or even approach the 
truth, it is evident that a gross outrage was cOm+ 
mitted by Mr. Peyton towards a witness summoned 


lie on the table and . 


to testify before the committee, and therefore under © ~ 
y > 


its protection; and an act of such disrespect to the 

committee itself, as should have subjected Mr. Pey- 

ton to its severest censure.” j 
Now, as a full and satisfactory reponse to that 


-statement, it seemed only necessary to state to the _ 


House what took place in the committee upon that 
occasion. His friend from Ohio, (Mr. Hamer,) 
one of the members of the committee, a. gentleman 


differing ‘with him in politics, moved a resolution of 


censure upon Mr. Whitney, for what he did in in- 
sulting Mr. P. which resolution was adopted by the 
‘unanimous vote of the committee. ‘The committee, 
just to itself, had also authorized him to publish that 
resolution, with what followed on the’ journal, and 
which, as transcribed, he had the right to lay before 


the House, by permission of the committee. The- 


witness,Mr. Whitney, after having been sent out, was 
brought in, the resolution read to him, his answer 
to the interrogatory propounded to hin returned; he 
made an apology for having insulted the committee, 
took back his answer, tore it up in presence of the 
committee, and then and there proceeded, in a quiet 
manner, to answer the next question propounded to 
him. ‘This would show whom it was that all the 
committee considered to be in the wrong in that 
transaction. f 

Perhaps; however, it might not be amiss for Mr. 
P. to state to the House the whole occurrence, as 
every gentleman upon that committee would; he 
had no doubt, substantially corroborate. He would 
first, however, remark that this matter has been 
mentioned in the committee since the publication 
of Mr. Whitney himself, and it has. been unhesita- 
tingly avered, and every gentleman present in the 
committee called upon to testify to the correctness 
of that statement, that every allegation made by 
Whitney was. false in every particular, with the 
single exception of what related to the interrogatory 
and his answer. 

Mr. P’s friend from Virginia observed yester- 
day, in the presence of the committee, that, when 
the matter came up in the. House, he should de- 
nounce the whole statement of Mr. Whitney as 
false, and call upon every gentlemen present to say 
if it was not essentially false in every particular. 
Every member of the committee would bear wit- 
ness to the fact that Mr. Whitney, while before the 
committee as a witness, had, up to the moment the 
occurrence, referred to took place, been treated by 
Mr. P. with the courtesy due to a witness, and even 
to a gentleman; with as much courtesy as he could 
have extended to Chief Justice Marshall himself, 
had he ‘been before the committee; and, he would 
frankly confess, it required no little exercise of phi- 
losophy, and patience, too, to extend that courtesy 
to him from the course of: conduct he had pursued 
towards Mr. P. from the very first time he came 
into the room.. Mr. P. had propounded to him, 
perhaps, some sixty questions, and out of that num- 
ber he might have answered ten or a 
less. His manner was, throughout, disrespectful 
in the extreme; for he threw down question after 
question in the most contemptuous manner, de- 
nouncing them as inquisitorial, and refused to an- 
swer them. Still, Mr. P.-mindful that he was a 
witness before the committee, would not, and did 
not, insulthim. =.” z 

The witness, however, continued Mr. P. mis- 
taking the feeling which prompted him to tolerate 
such å course, presumed at length too far. He 
(the witness) thought the threatening denunciation 
he had made in his “card,” published in the official 
paper, wherein he demanded personal satisfaction 


of Mr. P. having passed unnoticed, that therefore,- 


the assertion that he (Mr. P.) was shielding him- 
self behind his. constitutional privileges, was true; 
and, on the night the occurrence took place, Mr. 
P. having propounded to him the- very question he 
had raised on that floor, Whitney then committed 
the gross insult which called down upon him the 
unanimous censure of the committee. ‘The inter- 
rogatory Mr. P. propounded, and the answer of the 
witness were as follows: 

Question. ` Did you receive any letter of recom- 
mendation from R. B. Taney; or did he in any 
manner countenance or encourage you in applying 
for the agency contemplated; or did he positively 
refuse to receive or countenance you m that capa- 
city while he was at the head of the Treasury De- 
_ partment? © 
~~ Answers” I decline answering this interrogatory; 
more particularly as the individual propounding it 
has asserted positively and publicly that the sub- 
stance of the latter part of it is true, beginning with 
“Cor did, &c:” therefore, being the party accused, 
Tam not a proper witness. I think, in Justice, that 
the individual who. has made the allegation should 
be-called to produce his-proof: . 


dozen, or. 


-was false. 


CONGRESSION. 

Now, the committee had a right. to call upon 
Whitney for proof in. relation to that statement, 
though his testimony alone, whatever it might 
have been, would not have been sufficient; but 
Mr. P: would have permitted it to pass, since he 
did not choose to get into a personal altercation 
with sucha man. He looked upon Whitney as 


shielded from insult by his character, as much as a 
mad dog would be, unless. coming in personal colli- 


-sion with him. But, upon the occasion referred 


to, he accompanied that response with a scowl, an 
indignant frown, and a most insulting look at Mr. 
P. which, perhaps, no gentleman observed but 
himself.. Well, even then Mr. P. tried to restrain 
himself, and he appealed to the chairman whether 
Whitney was.to be permitted to insult him in that 
manner. He then turned towards Whitney him- 
self, and, walking up to him, told him that though 
he had before said that Mr. P. had shielded 
himself under his constitutional privilege, yet that, 
if he ‘dared to insult him (Mr. P.) to his face in 
that manner, he desired no coustitutional privi- 
leges, for he would at once chastise him. He 
then dared Whitney to repeat his insult. Mr. P. 
was greatly excited at the time; and what man who 
had a soul fit to be saved, would not have been 
excited? 

In Whitney’s statement he alluded to Mr. P’s 
having attempted to draw a weapon upon him. It 
Mr. P. drew no weapon. Whitney 
himself put his hand in his pocket as if he had in- 
tended to draw a weapon, and Mr. P. it might be, 
then thrust his hand into his bosom, but drew no 
weapon. Every man there thought Whitney was 
armed; and his action seemed to show as if he was 
preparing for attack. Not knowing his purpose, 
Mr. P. put his hand into his bosom, and, at that 
moment, his friend from Virginia (Mr. Wise) in- 
terfered and insisted that he should say no more or 
do more; but so far from his having gone with Mr. 
P. to the witness, to attempt to intimidate him in 
the manner stated, by looking at him, it was totally 
false, as every member of the committee would 
testify. 

Whitney was soon sent out; and Mr. Hamer 
moved a resolulion ef censure upon him for his in- 
sult to Mr. P.; and shortly after this he (W.) came 
in, apologized to the committee, took his seat, and 
was treated afterwards by Mr. P. as he had been 
before, with the most perfect respect. Mr. P. also 
apologized to the committee for having allowed 
himself momentarily to lose his temper. 

Mr. P. said he thought this explanation, and this 
statement of facts, due to the commiltee, to its 
chairman, and to the House, whosc committee they 
were. All he would add, in conclusion, was, that 
he should look upon any man as deserving the epi- 
thets betowed upon him in the official paper who 
would insult a witness under examination; but, at 
the same time, he envied not the wretch, who, cal- 
lous and insensible to every feeling of honor, would 
not resent an insult, when assailed by'a rnffian and 
browbeaten to his face. Mr. P. expressed his 
grateful acknowledgments to the House for the 
courtesy extended to him, and sent the resolution 
of the committee, and the proceedings in relation, 
to the Clerk’s table, which, at his request, were 
read as follows: f 

“Mr. Hamer moved that the foregoing answer to 
the 15th question be returned to the witness, being 
no reply to the interrogatory, and disrespectful to a 
member of the committee. 

“ The witness being called in, the chairman in- 
formed him of the decision of the committee, and 
returned him his answer. The witness assured 
the chairman that if he- had been in any manner 
disrespectful to the committee, he very much, re- 
gretted it, and apologized for it.” 

Mr. WISE, having also obtained leave to address 
the House, commenced by stating that he had not 
asked the special indulgence so much in behalf of 
himself personally, as in behalf of the committee of 
which he was a member. The proceedings of the 


committee had been, he said, misrepresented, and ! 


most wofully belied, by that most infamous wretch. 
When Whitney first appeared before it, Mr. W. 
saw, or thought he saw, upon his very first appear- 
ance, what his examination might result in. Mr. 
W. thought he discovered that Whitaey was dis- 


posed to experiment npon him and his honorable: . 
friend from Tennessee. He had felt his way in the 
Globe newspaper. He had tried their patience’ 
there, and had endeavored to enlist a hireling press. | 
to sustain him in his false and insuiting allegations. 


| They had both failed to notice him; they. had both ’ . 


refused to recognise him as a gentleman in any re- 
spect whatever. His manner, too, when he came 
before the committee, was clearly, to Mr. W's 
mind, that of a supercilious, contumacious, con» 
temptuous witness... He would write his answers 
at the table where the committee were silting, and 
would then fold his arms, cock up-his legs, and cast 
his glances towards Mr. W. and his friend, (Mr. 
Peyton,) as if he designed and wished to insult 
them by his looks. Nothing, however, was said by 
either of them. No notice was taken of his 'meëre ` 
insolence of manner, until he attempted, to experi- 
ment a little further. His course Mr. W. then- 
thought, and still thought, was altogether that of a 
fellow trying how far he could go. Such was Mr.. 
Ws impression at the time, and such it was still. 


On the night when the occurrence alluded to 
took place, Mr. W. was silting, with several of his 
colleagues, on the committee; and Mr. Fairfield, : 
of Maine, he believed, and himself were sitting 
apart, telling anecdotes in the most pleasant and 
agreeable manner to each other, whilst the silence 
that prevailed generally in the committee was only 
interrupted by the enunciation of a question and 
the return of an answer. Whilst sitting in one. 
corner of the room, thus engaged, with, every feel- 
ing in his bosom unrufiled, an answer was an=. 
nounced. It was read; and, the moment it was 
returned, he saw that his friend from Tennessee; 
who was sitting near the chairman, became greatly 
excited. His face beamed with indignation. He 
(Mr. Peyton) first commenced his appeals to the 
chairman. He rose and declared that the inso- 
lence of that witness had become insufferable, and 
had been endured long enough. He had declined 
to answer question after question, because they . 
were, he said, “inquisitorial.” This question was. 
“inquisitorial,” that question was “inquisitorial;” - 
and he rung the changes upon that word “inquisi- - 
torial” so often, until, if his insinuations could have 
esiablished the fact, they would have began to - 
think they really were a Spanish inquisition. | _ 

Mr. Peyton then walked towards the witness, as 
described, and told him, in substance, what he had 
already told the House, and told him more. -He 
told Whitney that he was a thief and a robber. 


Mr. W. said, as he was called upon for a witness, 
he should tell the truth as it occurred, and every 
word as near as he could recollect. Mr. Peyton - 
told Whitney, “he was a thief and a robber; and 
that, if he dared to insult him, there or elsewhere, 
he would put him to death upon the spot.” He 
was then called to order by the Chairman, who, Mr. 
W. would say, had not failed to discharge his duty 
in all and in every respect. His friend was thus 
called back to a recoilection of himself, and took 
his seat. He then appealed to the Chairman to 
bear him witness that he had treated that man as if 
he had been a gentleman before the committee, but 
that he was not to be insulted by him to his face. 
The witness then rose and commenced addressing 
the chair. Mr. W. believed .the substance of his 
remark was that, “being called before that com- 
mittee as a witness, he was entitled to protection.” 
Mr. W. believed, however, that the witness did not 
complete the sentence before the gentleman from 
Tennessee called out and told him to hold his 
tongue, and sit down, for he must not speak there, 
but in writing; and that, if he uttered another word, 
he would—-Mr. W. coud not remember the exact 
phrase—but it was in substance, that he would in- 
flict some punishment upon him. 

During this time Whitney stood in the position 
of aman who had some weapon or:other in his 
hand, for he kept his right hand in the correspond- 
ing pocket of his pantaloons. Indeed, said Mr. 
W. I suspected it so strongly, that, standing in a 
line between the two parties, f watched the motion 
of that arm, and immediately went round the ta- 

le, placing myself at an angle where, if that arm 
had moved an inch, he should have died upon the 
spot! I confess it, sir, coolly and deliberately, for I 


> 


wN 


6 


thought I saw the insidious assassin iù every move- 
Hent made by the wretch on that occasion. 

. Fortunately, Mr. Wiss happened, he said, not to 
inlerposé but ina friendly manner; for, instead of 
waiting for the motion of ‘Whitneéy’s arm, he took 
the better part of going in, without saying a word, 
took hold of Ris friend, put His hand. upon his bo- 
soin and closed his - waistcoat, telling him that the 
blood of such a wretch was not fit to staiñ his 
hand 
‘transaction. 

wretch was only worthy of his notice when hein- 
sulted him in his presence, and. that he would kill 
hiim as he.would a mad dog if he should. dare. to 
repéat it. This was thé substance. Whitney was 
then ordered to retire ; and when he came back, he 
came, as Mr. W. thought, and was glad to perceive, 
humble, using. these words, and they were taken 
down as they fell from his lips, and recorded by 
the clerk : “ Mr. Chairman, if I have been guilty 
of- any disrespect, I am sorry, and will apologize 
for it.” nae 

Mr. W. had told even his secret intentions; that 
is, they were his own private intentions at the time, 
‘and he had neither coicealed nor omitted a single 
thought, but let him not be misunderstood as to 
that intention. He should only have interposed to 
protect his friend from imminent danger. His (Mr. 
‘W’s) actual interposition spoke for itself. . It was 
peaceful. Jt was to prevent any further disorder. 

n conclusion, Mr. W. called upon the members’ 

of the committee of all parties, friend or foe, of any 
and every party, to bear witness whether the state- 
menthe had just given was not’ substantially true; 
and whether there was-a single jot or tittle in the 
Statement of that. most infamous wretch which has 
gone forth in the official organ, that was true, ex- 
cept the mere statement in relation to the interro- 
gatory. He had called upon the honorable chair- 
man of the committee in particular to bear him 
witness whether the facts were not as Mr. W. had 
stated them, as they passed before his eyes, and in 
the hearing of all. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia said that it was ex- 
tremely unpleasant to him at any time, and under 
any circumstances, to make a statement in refer- 
ence to a, personal controversy, but from the vari- 
ous hues in various directions which had been 
given ‘to the transaction referred to by his col- 
league, (Mr. Wise,) he thought it due to the com- 
mittee, to the House, and to the country, that a 
correct statement shonld be made. Mr. Q. said 
without: expressing any opinion. in regard to the 
“card” referred to, or any other part of the trans- 
action, he would simply say, that the statement of 
the facts and circumstances related by his colleague 
was substantially correct, and detailed very much 
as they happened. Some things stated, he did not 
sec; others occurred which were omitted, not af- 
fecling the substantial correctness of the narrative. 
Mr. G. said he did not sec the scowl and contemp- 
tuous look which the gentleman from Tennessee 
states Mr Whitney to have given hin, his eyes 
were tured in another direction at the time it is 
said to have happened, but he distinctly remembers 
hearing the gentleman from Tennessee complain of 
it at the time, and as the principal cause of his ex- 
citement. Mr. G. said the’ occurrence was very 
sudden, and the gentleman from Tennessee was 
certamly very much excited. He said that with a 
view to restore quiet, he stated to Mr. Whitney thata 
question: would arise as to the disposition of his an- 


swer, and that he-must retire, which he did. After ; 


Mr. Whitney had left the: room, Mr. Peyton be- 
came more tranquil, apologized to the committee, 
and stated that he had been very mnéh excited on ac. 
countof the insult which he regardedashaving been 
given him in the answer of Mr. ‘Whitney, andthe 
scowl and contemptuous look with which it was ac- 
compamed. Mr. Whitney was then called in, and 
the resolution of the committee in reference to his 
answer read to him; he then apologized to the com- 
mittee in the terms contained in the copy -of the 

` journal of the commitice just read. 
. Mr. GILLET said he rose to make but a few 
` suggestions. The situation in which he %oodas a 
member ofthe select committee, required him to 
make a few remarks, lest his silence should be mis- 
“construed, It would be obvious to all who fre- 


“This Was the whole of that part of the 
His friend from Tennessee said the - 
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quently attend our courts of justice, that it is hard- 
ly possible for nine persons to witness a transaction, 
and all concur, in giving their testimony concerning 
it, though all might be equally and perfectly honest. 


- Each would remember the part that made the 


strongest impression on his mind—one would pay 
more attention to.the-words spoken, while. another 
would particularly note. the gestures. He much 
doubted whether, if each member of the committee 
should retire to his room, and write out what he re- 
collected of the transaction in the committee room, 
any two would be found to agree upon the order 
and details of it. It-would not be strange if they 
differed as. much in their. accounts, as Mr. Whit- 
ney differed in his with either gentleman who had 
spoken on this subject. This disagreement of 


persons in their accounts ‘of what had transpired, 
was-perfectly reconceilble with honest intentions, | 


consequently he should not impeach the charac- 
ter of members of the committee, or of the witness 
who was before them, if all did not concur in the 
order and details of what had transpired. Unless 
we can agree among ourselves as to that occur- 
rence, we could not, with any propriety, condemn 
one who differed no more from us than we among 
ourselves. 

He had just come in from the committee room, 
and did not understand how this discussion arose, 
nor the precise object that was in view. He pre- 
sumed it was intended to put the House and coun- 
try in possession of an accurate and true account of 
what occurred between Mr. Peyton and Mr. Whit- 
ney. As so many jarring accounts had gone forth, 
such a desire is not without reason in its favor. 
He had not heard the accounts given by those who 
preceded him, and hence he could not say whether 
those accounts were in accordance with his own re- 
collection or not. It was no part of his purpose to 
express an opinion at this time of the correctness of 
the statements of others, and certainly none in rela- 


| tion to statements which-he had heard only in part. 


Nor would he now expréss any opinion concerning 
the card of Mr. Whitney. The gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Wise) had a day or two ago given 
notice to the committee, that when the report should 
be made to the House, as he understood him, he 
should bring up the subject of that card, and should 
deny the truth of all, except the copies of the ques- 
tion and answer. At that time, and not at the pre- 
sent, he expected this matter would come up as a 
subject of discussion. He thought the committee 
had not generally expected it to come up to-day, 
and he believed théy were not generally in; but if 
they were, he strongly doubted. the propriety of 
members rising in their places, and making verbal 
reports of what they recollected. He thought it 
better that the committee should agree among them- 
selves, as far as they were capable of doing so, as 
to what had transpired, and present it in a tangible 
and definite shape, so that it would comnrand cre- 
dence wherever it went. When the commitice shall 
agree, the country will feel an assurance that they 
have arrived at the truth. f 
If we cannot agree upon the facts, how, sir, are 
those who report what we now say to agree? Will 
every reporterand letter writer give the same ac- 
count of what we affirm in the matter? He thought 
he hazarded nothing in saying, not two of all these 
would agree. 
hear what we now say. Nay, sir, before we 
leave this House a difference of recollection will 
be found to prevailas tu what we havé said. By 
to-morrow we shall find a very wide difference in 
this respect. As the news of the debate spreads, 
these differences will multiply in proportion to the 
distance they travel, and all will remain in uncer- 
tainty. Newspaper readers will fall into the errors 
of the publishers, and while one part of the com- 
munity will believe one account, other portions 
may. equally believe others, and all wide fiom 
the truth. From these, among other conside- 
rations, he thought this manner of placing this mat- 


; ter before the public was highly exceptionable. 


“He had entirely abstained from stating one 


“Word of what did secur, as he recollected it. Be- 
` fore he sat down, he should propose a resolution in 


thése words: 


Resolved, That the Select Committee, 
of ‘which ‘thi 


Jt will be the same with others who - 


t which the Hon. James Garland is chairman, be. 
. directéd to report to this. House the facts inzelation 


to the difficulty that occurred” between Mr. Pey- 
ton, a member of that committee, and’ Mr. Whit- 
ney, a witness called before that committee, while 
said witness was under examination. He did not 
know that the House was desirous of becoming ac- 
quainted with the occurrence referred to, but if it 
was, he thought this would be a suitable and pro- 
per manner of obtaining the facts.’ The narrative 
given by the witness had been, he understood ‘from 
those who had listened to gentlemen who preceded 
him, objected to as inaccurate or untrue. If the com- 
mittee be required to report the facts, the correct- 
ness of thisstatement would be tested. This would 
be doing. justice to its author, and to the objectors. 
Then the public mind, which is feverish with conti- 
nued excitement on questions of a disputed character, 
would þe tranquillized and settled on one at least, 
Continual talking on the subject would no more'settle 
this question, than it had settled those which the 
committee were ordered to inquire about. True, 
the committee cannot, perhaps, report the intentions 
of those who were the principal actors in the scene— 
he had understood these intentions, in whole-or in 
part, had been already communicated to the 
House. . He presumed those who had gone largely 
into details did not intentionally give more than 
what, was recollected; and he would say that he 
had’ not yet heard it alleged by any one, that Mr. 
Whitney’s account had been amplified beyond the 
truth, except in.a single word in the relation of 
what he said after he returned to the committee, 
He should not express any personal wish as to the 
disposition of this matter. If its importance enti- 
tled it to the consideration of the Louse, he thought 
the same reasons would impel us to seek the un- 
disputed truth, and place it before the public; and 
by that, let those who have made statements be 
judged. -` ' Sa 

This endorsing or denying the allegations of 
of others was what he did not intend todo. The 
matter affirmed to be true or untrue, might.be mis- 
reported, and the affirmation be made to cover 
statements never intended to be vouched for or de- 
nied. From differences’ in recollection, new con- 
troversies might arise, giving birth to feelings not 
to be designedly promoted by this. House, and not 
productive of good any where, Thus: far, he un- 
derstood, the statements of facts had been mingled 
with much other matter, not well calculated. to 
enable others to understand them. If, the commit- 
tee should report the. facts, they. would. hot be in- 
terspersed with biting and criminating epithets 
heaped upon the witness, having nothing to do 
with. what transpired- in the committee room. 
He thought the true way of arriving at the 
truth, was. to call for it in an authentic form, 
and then the House could judge where the blame 
ought to rest. This he. thought due to all parties, 
and could not fairly be objected to by any one. He 
therefore would send to the Speaker the resolution 
which he had read, and asi the House to adept it. 

The SPEAKER remarked, that resolutions were 
not now in order, and could only he received by the 
unanimous consent of the House. oe 
_ My, UNDERWOOD’ of Kentucky said he òb- 
ject&d. 

So the resolution was not received. 

Mr. WISE repeated, that there was not one sin- 
gle statement even by itself, much more when taken 
in connection with the others, of the article which 
had appeared in the Globe, nor any part nor par- 
cel, jot or tittle, of it, excepting the mere statement 
of the question and answer, that could be regarded 
as true; and he repeated it again, that there was 
not a single member of the committee who could 
endorse that statement as true, excepting.the mere 
question and answer, as before stated; and that it 
Was intentionally, emphatically, and in italics, 
Jalse. It might be that every gentleman. on that 
committee could not tell, and if he were an. honest 
and a true man he. would not tell, the story. pre- 
cisely in the same way, though, like that of his own. 
and his friend, they would be substantially the same; 
and it might be that some gentlemen who were 
there had lost their wits so. badiy that they: could 
not tell any thing about the story at all; but: to eve-- 
ty man who had nerve enough to hold.his self-pos- 


Session, he hésitated ‘not in saying would testify that 


the statement in relation to Mr, W. and especially 


tiis going up to that wretch, and ogling eye ‘to 
eye with him, was wholly false; 
the. exception of an cath 
- fessed he made use of, and the remark that 
Whitney was- not worthy of his friend’s no- 
` tice, he would appeal to gentlemen to say whe- 


ther he-had not acted the part of a pacificator. He, ` 


instead of attacking the witness, had interposed be- 
tween him and the gentleman from Tennessee, and 


had entreated his friend to. be seated, for it wasa | 


fact that his passion was such that -he knew- not 
where it would have carried him. _He knew that 
the gentleman from Tennessee regarded that wretch 
as a minion of Executive power, sent there to insult 
and batter down honest inquiry; that he not only 
regarded him as Reuben M. Whitney, in himself 
too base for notice, but he regarded him as an agent, 
a tool, and instrument, backed and endorsed by 
those who were the highest in power. Mr. W. said 
he was cool, he was calm at the time of the diffi- 
culty, but his friend’s passion was that of a person 
who had received a gross insult, and Mr. W. felt 
it to be his duty io make him, as a friend, preserve 
his self-respect. That gentleman had used the lan- 
guage of passion, at the same time that he acted the 
part of a man of high hontr and elevated feelings, 
which no man on that committee could gainsay. 
Inquire into the circumstances of a rencontre be- 
tween Reuben M. Whitney and the honorable Bai- 
ley Peyton and connect their names together in a re- 
solution! He protested against any resolution to that 
effect, because it was too great a disparagement of 
his friend, (Mr. Peyton,) or even the lowest indi- 
vidual in the community. His friend was a com- 
mittee-man, and was bound to preserve his own 
personal rights on the committee, and the dignity 
of the committee itself; and whether, in the exacer- 
bation of his passion, he had paid a disrespect to 
the committee, was for the committee to decide. 
He had, however, apologized to the committee. 
In justification of himself, Mr. W. had’ wished to 
call on gentlemen, in order that they might speak 
and testify to the part which he had acted. He 
had gotten all the testimony he desired. from the 
honorable chairman of the committee, and he 
wished for no other statement. He had notified 
the members-of the committee that he should call 
upon them for a statement in relation to this mat- 
ter, and he had gotten that statement in the manner 
he wanted it, from him whose duty it was to 
preserve order, and whose duty it was to notice 
these acts; and he defied any person to say that, on 
that occasion, he went up to the witness and 
ogled him, or that his friend from Tennessee did so. 
If (said Mr. W.) you had been there, I tel 
you what you would have seen. You would have 
seen the difference between an honest, bold, coura- 
geous, manly disposition, and that of a low, base, 
vile, cowardly, dishonest. wretch. That is the 
only spectacle yow would have witnessed; and he 
said, let these two classes of spirits join and consort 
together. 

Mr. ANTHONY said, as it must be obvious 
that no good could result from this discussion, he 
moved that the House adjourn; but withdrew the 
motion at the request of ; 

Mr. HAMER, who said he should not detain the 
House with any remarks of his were it not foran 
observation that fell from the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, (Mr. Peyton) and had been repeated by the 
gentleman from Virginia, who last occupied the 
floor (Mr. Wise.) They had stated that the gen- 
tleman from Virginia had notified the members of 
the committee, that when. this subject came before 
the Honse, he would call on them to pronounce 
Mr. Whitney’s Card false in every part, except so 
much as related to the proceedings of. the commit- 
tee. Ifhe now remained silent, after what had 
occurred, it might be inferred that he had borme 
testimony. to the falsehood so charged. He did not 
intend that such inference shouid be drawn. 
He agreed with the gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. Gillet,) that no nine individuals, who might 
be present at an affair of this kind, could be found, 
who would afterwards state all the details alike; and 
at this time he would not go into details.. As to 
Mr. Whitney’s “card,” he would neither pronounce 
ittrue nor false. He had, as he stated in con- 
yersation with the gentleman from Virginia the 


and with * 
which he con: 


going into particulars, the outlines of the transac- 
tion, as given by the gentleman from Tennessee 
and the gentleman from 
ally correct. ` - A - 

He thought it due to himself to state what had 
been his own course in the matter. When the ex- 
citement took place, and the Hon. Chairman called 
“order,” he (Mr. Hamer,) rose and commenced 
making a‘speech, the object of which was to aid the 
Chairman in producing order out of disorder. He 
had continued upon the floor, occasionally. inter- 
rupted by other gentlemen, until he closed. his re- 
marks, by submitting the resolution which was 
unanimously adopted by the committee. He 
thought the resolution due to the committee; due to 
the individual member involved, and due to. the 
Witness himself, who had, in some measure, pro- 
voked what followed. 

His opinion was, that 2 witness called before a 
committee, having an interrogatory propounded to 
him, ought either te answer or to decline. If he 
declined answering the question, that was enough. 
He had no right to proceed further, and make re- 
marks about the committee, or an individual mem- 
ber of it, which were of a personal character, or 
which reflected upon them in any manner disre- 
spectfully. Such a practice could not be tolerated; 
and the committee were unanimously of that opi- 
nion. 

After this sudden gust of passion, this momentary 
excitement, the gentleman from Tennessee express- 
ed his regret, and apologized to the committee, for 
what had taken place, on his part. The witness 
was called back, and apologized to the committee, 
for any thing he had done of a disrespectful. cha- 
racter. He (Mr. H.) had hoped the whole matter 
would have remained there; but it seemed, that by 
some means, it had got out, and was travelling 
through the country in the newspapers. False and 
exaggerated statements in regard to it were, no 
doubt, circulated in public journals; and although 
he deprecated all discussions of this sort, yet he 
thought the gentleman from Tennessee perfectly 
justifiable in bringing the subject before the House, 
for the purpose of making a statement in his own 
defence. 

Having said thus much, he would trouble the 
House no further. 

On motion of Mr. VANDERPOEL, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, February 6, 1837. 


Mr. SEVIER. presented the petition of Jacob | 
Brown; praying for the correetion of an error in | 
the entry of certain lands: referred to the Commit- | 


tee on Public Lands. ; 
Mr. TIPTON said he was requested to present 


to the Senate two memorials, signed by citizens of | 


Carroll and White. counties, in the State of In- 


diana, praying Congress to abolish slavery in the | 
These petitions (said he) | 
are printed papers, couched in terms both decorous iH 


District of Columbia. 


and respectful, and signed by citizens of great re- 
spectahility. 
right of the people to petition Congress for a re- 


dress of grievances; and I feel it to be my duty, as | 


one of their representatives, to present their peti- 


tions to the Senate, and to ask for them a respect- ; 


ful consideration; but I feel it also to be due to 
the petitioners, to the country, and to myself, to 
state respectfully, but firmly, that my reflections 
on this subject have brought me toa very different 
conclusion’ from that which they seem to have 
arrived at. A 
I am unable to perceive, sir, whence it is that 
Congress derives the power to interfere with slavery 
in the District of Columbia. 
framing the Federal Constitution, recognised the 
existence of slavery in a portion of the States of 
the confederacy, by permiiting slaves to be enume- 
rated in apportioning representation on the floor 
of Congress; and every attempt made by the in- 
habitants of the non-slaveholding States to disturb 
the rights of our neighbors to this species of pro- 


Virginia, were substanti- ` 


T acknowledge (said Mr. T.) the | 


Our fathers, in| 


“other day, read it but hastily, when it first appeared; J} 
atid he had not taken ‘the trouble to look at it since. | 
But, as he was up, he would say, that, without : 


perty, distracts the peace ol o; 
dangers the existence of our Union: 4 

It is contended that -Congress has exclusive le- 
gislation over the District of Columbia. If'that 
be granted, it is but a delegated'and limited’ power 
not originally derivative. Slavery existed. in Vir- 
ginia, Maryland, and other States, ‘before ‘the 
Federal Constitution was adopted: : Slavery’ then 
belonged exclusively to the several States; and 
there it still remains. The States, in entering into 
the Union, did not yield to the Federal Government 
any right to interfere with the question of slavery 
in the States or in this District. : 

The States of Virginia and Maryland ceded to 
the Fedzral Government this ten miles square, 
called the District of Columbia, for a seat of Govern. . 
ment, and granted to Congress legislative powers 
over the District for that purpose. This-power was ` 
given to Congress by the States for special purposes, 
and is limited from the very nature of the grant: 
Congress cannot abolish the right of trial by jury, 
abridge the liberties of the press, nor establish a 
national church in this District, any more than in 
any one of the States; nor has Congress a. right to” 
interfere with slavery in this District, while Virginia - 
and Maryland continue to be slaveholding States. 

Were it possible that the petitioners could effect 
their object, and abolish slavery in the District ‘of 
Columbia, they-would erect a receptacle in the 
midst of two slaveholding States for fanatics, aboli- 
tionists, and runaway slaves, who could, from their 
stronghold here, spread dissatisfaction, déath, and - 
destruction to the surrounding country; and had ‘the 
States who ceded the District to the Federal Govyerh- 
ment have anticipated such a result, they never 


would have ceded it. 


Mr. T. said that he was happy to be able to state 
to the Senate that there was but thirty-three names 
signed to these petitions, and that he hoped and 
believed that there was but a very small portion of: 
his constituents in favor of the conrse that these pe- 
titioners have recommended. That he thought it 
best to meet this question fairly; and taling the sug- 
gestion of an honorable Senator from Virginia, not 
now here, (Mr. Tyler,) he would move to refér the 
memorials to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. Let that committee give us ayeport that 
will present a full and fair view of the subject. This, 
he thought, would quiet the public mind. ~ This 
course was adopted some years ago, when Congress 
was overrun with petitions for stopping the mail on 
Sunday: The memorials had been referred to the . 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and 
an able report from the chairman of that committee 
had put that exciting subject to rest, as he hoped 
and believed, forever. 

Mr. CALHOUN rose and asked the Chair 
whether the petitions could be received before the 
preliminary question was put? He was aware that 
the practice of the Senate was almost tantamount 
to it; but, when it was known that the unanimous 
consent of the body did not exist, the regular mode 
of proceeding was to propound this question to the 
Senate: “Shall the petition be received?” The rule, 
as laid down in page 140 of the Manual was plain 
and express on the subject. Now, he objected to 
receive this, or any similar pctition. He wasaware 
that last year a different rule was adopted, for the 
question of reception was left to be made by Sena- 
tors, instead of the Chair putting the question to the 
Senate, as was formerly done, thus changing the 
onus, and compelling Senators to make ont a case 
for reception, instead of the presiding officer. He 
trusted, therefore, that the Chair would raise the 
question of reception. 

The CHAIR would state the regular parlianien- 
tary rule. When a petition is presented, the mem- 
ber whe preseuts it shall state the substance of it. 
It is required that this shall be done, in order that 
the Senate may judge whether it is such a petition 
as ought to bereceived. The practice has been to 
receive it as a matter of course, there being no di- 
rect objection to it, The Chair is decidedly of opi- 
nion, that whenever the question is made, either by 
a Senator rising in his place, or objecting in his 
seat, to the. reception of the petition, tais question 
must first be put, whether the petition shall be re- 
ceived or not. This is the deliberate opinion. ofthe 
Chair. 
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Mr. EWING of Ohio said, that it was decided, 
last year, that memorials. ofthis character were 
not to take’ the usual course “of a reference. His 

-opinion had. been expressed at that time, and he 

_could assure the Senate’ that it was not at all 

-changed now.. He held it to be a constitutional 
right, which the. people of the United States pos- 
sessed, to petition Congress. If their petitions were 

“couched in respectful terms, and were- otherwise 
unexceptionable, they had a‘right to be received, 
‘and referred to one of the standing committees. 
He thought that injurious consequences to. the 

_ country would grow out of refusing to meet these 
memorials in a proper manner. There were not 
so many abolitionists in the State of Ohio last year, 
as at present, and this -he attributed to the fact, 
of their memorials sent here last session not having 
been treated with the respect to .which they. were 
entitled. Now, if the Senate didnot receive the 
memorials offered to he presented by the Senator 
from Indiana, they would involve the right of pe- 
tition with the question of abolition; and, as the 
minds of men did not always discriminate, they 
might be under the misapprehension that the right 
of petition was refused, and that in consequence of 
_confounding the abolition memorials with those on 
other subjects. Last session he foresaw what would 
be the result of the action of the Senate then at the 
present time. 'The consequence of not receiving 
the petitions of the abolitionists, last session, had 
been to increase the number this year to nine-tenths 
more, He had some petitions by him, and he 
should offer them, though he was opposed to the 
prayer of the petitioners.. He was against Con- 
gress interfering with the question of slavery in the 
District of Columbia, or elsewhere; and his consti- 
tuents, he was ready to admit, had made no com- 

laint to him on account of the existence of slavery 

ere. He was of opinion that Congress possessed 
full power over every matter connected with this 
District, but it was highly inexpedient to touch the 
rights of the people living within the ten miles 
square. ; 

The CHAIR reminded the Senator that he was 
taking rather a wide range, and that the question 
before the Senate was as to the reception of the 
memorials. 

' Mr. EWING resumed his remarks, by stating 
that he trusted he should be excused for saying thus 
much on the subject, for he had deemed it right to 
do so, as it was one of the highest importance. 
He would merely adda few more words to what 
he hadalready said. The memorialists were or- 
derly, good citizens, and were entitled to be treat- 
ed with respect. They were not, as was said last 
year, “incendiaries.” What they had said, how- 
ever, was perhaps not founded on an exact know- 
ledge of the state of things here. But their feclings 
and opinions were expressed honestly and candid- 
ly. And he held that it was but a matter of jus- 
tice, a constitutional right which they could insist 
upon, to have their memorials referred to a com- 
mittee. 

He was decidedly of the opinion that referring 
petitions of this character to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia was the best course—certain- 
ly the most likely one that could be adopted to put 
an end to the agitation of this very exciting sub- 
ject. Let the committee make a report on it— 
meet the arguments used by the petitioners, answer 
them, and speak to them in the language of kind- 
ness, and not of harshness, and more would then 
be done to allay excitement and prevent further 
petitions from being sent here, than any other me- 
thod that could be adopted’ He would conciude 
with expressing his hope that the motion of’ recep- 
tion would be withdrawn, and that the Senate would 
consent to refer the memorials to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. ee 

Mr. TIPTON observed, that when he presented 
tie memorial, he stated as distinctly as he could 
the objects embraced in it, so that every Senator 
might understand it; and he had taken the usual 
course in moving a reference, in order that the: Se- 
nate might make some disposition of it. He was 
perfectly.satisfied with the decision of the Chair, 
and he left it to the Senate to decide whether they 

- would receive and refer the memorials; but he 
~ would respectfully ask of gentlemen from the 


slaveholding States to reflect -on the consequences 


of refusing to receive these and similar memorials. 
The honorable Senator from South Carolina surely 
would not deny the propriety of giving a hearing to 
every petitioner who presented himself before that 
body in decorous and respectful language. He 
could tell the gentlemen from the slaveholding 
States that they could do nothing so well calculated 
to quiet the excitement on the subject. of abolition, 
as well -as fo enlighten the public mind, and give it 
a proper direction, as to let these petitions go to 
a committee, be considered by it, and reported on, 
So that the arguments of the petitioners may be 
met by the arguments of the committee. He was 
sure that nothing could be done that was so. well 
calculated to calm the excitement in his State; and 
he felt confident, that if one of the standing com- 
mittees of that house made such a report, it would 
be perfectly satisfactory to a great majority of the 
petitioners, and that they would cease to trouble 
Congress on the subject. 

Mr. MORRIS suggested whether it would not 
be better, in order to save the time of the Senate, 
for every gentleman who was charged with peti- 
tions of a similar nature to present them now, so 
that the question as to their reception might be 
taken on all of them together. f 

Mr. SWIFT concurred with the Senator from 
Ohio (Mr. Ewing) that the betler course to pursue 
was to send all the memorials to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia, and that they should 
make a report on the subject, the circulation of 
which would tend, more than any thing else, to put 
“down agilation. He was not willing that those 
who petitioned Congress in relation to slavery 
should be called “incendiaries.” They might make 
a mistake, or be guilty of some impropriety of 
language in penning their petitions, but he must 
say that the memorialists were as honest and in- 
telligent men as was generally to be found. He 
hoped the course suggested would be adopted. 

The CHAIR stated that no other petitions could 
be received while the question’ was pending on the 
two already presented, unless by unanimous con- 
sent. 

Mr. CALHOUN hoped that by unanimous con- 
sent the question would be taken on the reception 
of all the petitions atonce. He expressed his satis- 
faction at the decision of the Chair, but he thought 
the onus ought to be on those who presented the peti- 
tions to show that they were worthy of reception. 
He hoped that when Senators presented such peti- 
tions they would make the proper motion that thoy 
be received. 

The CHAIR said that by unanimous consent all 
petitions in the possession of Senators, on the sub- 
ject of slavery in the District of Columbia, would 
be received; and there being no objection, 

Mr. EWING of Ohio presented a petitien from 
sundry citizens of Athens county, Ohio, and a peti- 
tion from sundry citizens of the State of New York. 

Mr. SWIFT presented a petition from sundry 
citizens of Vermont; : 

Mr. MORRIS presented a petition from 2265 
ladies of Ohio; a petition from 3710 electers of the 
State of Ohio; a petition from 780 electers of Cuya- 
hoga county, Ohio; a petition from a number of 
the electers of Laporte, Indiana: also, two petitions 
from the State of Tennessee, one from 108 ladies 
and the other from 107 men; all „praying for the 
abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. oe 

Mr. GRUNDY asked the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. Morris) to file with the petitions the letter 
which enclosed to him the two from Tennessee. 

Mr. MORRIS said that the Tennessee petitions 
were enclosed ina letter from the State of Ten- 
nessee, to a citizen of Ohio, by whom it was en- 
closed to him. |. 

Mr. WHITE asked for the name of the person 
in Tennessee, who had enclosed the. petitions to 
Ohio.. 

Mr. MORRIS did not reccollect the name, and 
had not brought the letter with him. He did not 
know the person who wrote the letter; but had 
noticed. that it was postmarked in Tennessee. - As 
to the citizen of Ohio, who had enclosed the peti- 
tiios him, he had been assured by à member of. the 
other House who knew him, that he was a man of 


——— asean 
the highest respectability, and that his- word might 
he perfectly relied on. ~ > ae 

Mr. PRENTISS presented several petitions on 
the same subject, from citizens of Vermont. 

Mr. KNIGHT presented a petinon; signed by 
sundry citizens of Rhode Island, on tne same sub- 
ject: ; i ; oh 
Mr. CALHOUN asked how many signatures 
there were to the above petition. 

Mr. KNIGHT replied, that there were about three 
thousand. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had seven memorials 
to present, asking Congress to abolish slavery and 
the slave trade in the District of Columbia. Five 
of these were from 229 of the ladies. of Bucks coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, and the remaining two were signed 
by sixty-one of theinhabitants of the city and county 
of Philadelphia. ‘ 

He was not able this morning, from indisposition, 
to discuss this question; and if he were, he certainly 
should not undertake the task, believing that, at this 
time, a discussion of the subject ‘could do no good, 
but, on the contrary, might produce much evil. After 
reflection, he never was better satisfied with his own 
course upon any occasion than he now was with 
that pursued by him at the last session of Congress, 
in reference to these abolition memorials. He be- 
lieved that the discussion which then took place 
had done much good, at least in his own State; be- 
cause it had enlightened the public mind on a sub- 
ject not sufficiently understood, and brought it to re- 
flect upon the dangerous consequences to the whole 
Union which might result frorn the abolition excite- 
ment. r 

At present, circumstances had changed. He de- 
precated a renewed discussion of the question, which 
would only tend to keep up the excitement in the 
South and in the North, without any countervailing 
advantage. He should, therefore, say nothing to 
encourage it. : 

If these memorials should be received, and he 
would vote for receiving them, he should then move 
to lay them on the table. At the same time, if any 
Senator would make the motion which he had made 
at the last session, to reject the prayer of the memo- 
rials, he would vote for it. He believed, however, 
that such a motion would lead. to a protracted de- 
bate, and he, therefore, would prefer thatit should 
not be made. He had now said all that he intended 
to say on this subject during the present session. 

Mr. MORRIS observed that the Senator from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. Buchanan) had said that he 
was perfectly satisfied: with the course which was 
taken by the Senate at its last session—io receive 
and reject the petitions when presented. Now, 
this motion, and the decision upon it, was viewed 
in quite a different lightin that portion of the coun- 
try which he (Mr. M.) had the honor, in part, to 
represent. To receive and reject, at the same in- 
stant, without examination, without inquiry, with- 
oul commitment, seemed to the people of Ohio—at 
least to the petitioners—as rather, a mockery of 
their rights. What had- been the consequence in 
that State, resulting from the action of that body 
last year in reference to their petitions? Why, 
very few petitions were presented then, and he 
knew of no more than two abolition societies, but 
since, he learnt by the letters he had received, as 
well as by the petitions sent him to present, that 
abolition societies were now springing up in almost 
every county of the State, and they were not 
through papers of their own, but political papers, 
contending that they had a right to be heard by 
Congress. i 

Mr. M. argued that the most wise and prudent 
course that could be adopted, was to refer the me- 
morial offered to be presented by the Senator from 
Indiana, to the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia, in order that they might make a report on the 
whole subject matter of it. Or, let it be referred to 
a committee to be composed entirely of southern 
gentlemen, who might draw up a report, in which it 
would be well to reply to the arguments of the peti- 
tioners, for the purpose of convincing them that they 
are wrong in the impressions they entertain; and the 
report should. be -disseminated among them, and 
then they would be given to understand that their 
prayers cannot and ought not to be complied- with 
by Congress. It would afford him much gratifica- 


tion if this kind of knowledge were spread before 
every family in the Western States. He would 


give his voie for printing any uumber.of copies of | 


a report written by some of the ablest pens in the 
country, going to show that the course of the aboli- 
tionists was pregnant with much injury to the 
southern portion of the country—to injure#the other 
portions of-it, and in fact to disturb the peace and 
harmony of the whole Union, : 
Mr. M. after making some further observations, 
concluded with saying, that if the petitions should 
be received, he would move that they be referred 
` to the Committee on the District of Columbia, with 
instructions to inquire into the power of Congress 
in that particular; and further, as to the slave trade, 


whether it consisted of slaves already here, or. 


whether they are brought to this district for the 

` purpose of sale. Also, whether the power 
given to Congress to regulate cornmerce between 
the different States, includes the right to deal in 
slaves. This fact was desirable, in order ta afford 
a refutation, if any could be given, to what was 
said to the contrary. i 

Mr. HUBBARD remarked that he extremely 
regretted that this subject had been brought #efore 
the Senaie at this late period of the session: “It 
must be recollected that a very. decisive vote had 
been given in this body, at the last session, expres- 
sive of their determination not to act upon petitions 
of a character similar to those which have just 
been presented; and he could not but feel a deep 
regret that this subject was now brought forward— 
a subject calculated to produce great excitement 
here and elsewhere, 

But.as members of this Senate had been charged 
with the presentation of memorials, he could not 
but regret that the honorable. Senator from South 
Carolina had interposed any objection to the recep- 
tion of these memorials. He believed that the 
course pursued at the last session was the pro- 
per and correct course; and that he fully 
concurred in the views of the Legislature of 
of New Hampshire in relation to this absorbing 

` subject. When he rose to address the Senate, he 
supposed that he had in his drawer a paper con- 
taining a printed copy of a preamble and resolu- 

` tions which had been adopted by a great majority 
of the Legislature of his native State. He intend- 
ed tohave called for their reading, as the preamble 
and resolutions very fully express his own senti- 
ments and his- own feelings, but he had not 
been able to put his hand upon the paper; and as 
not many days can elapse before he can be fur- 
nished with an official copy of the document to 
which he had referred, he would, on presenting 
them to the Senate, avail himself of the opportuni- 
tyto express his concurrence therewith. He had 

‘no doubtas to the course the Senate ought to pur- 
sue. His own views upon this subject he had very 
fully expressed at the last session of the Senate. 
He had reflected upon the opinions he then advance- 
ed, and he had seen no cause for regret at the 
grounds then taken by him. 

He then believed, and he still believes, that no 
beneficial results would attend the action of Con- 
gress upon the subject of slavery in the District of 
Columbia. In his opinion, an evil rather than a 
good, would be the effect of any any action on the 
part of Congress. He was so well satisfied with 
the disposition of the memorials presented at the 
last session, for the abolition of slavery in this Dis- 
trict, that ifthe memorials now presented should. be 
received, and his friend from Pennsylvania should 
not renew the motion which he then made, to reject 

. the prayer of these petitions, he would himself pre- 
sent such a motion, as a motion to lay the whole 
mass upon the table. 

Mr. CALLIOUN said that it was very desirable 
to him, as one of the representatives of the southern 
States, to hear the contents of these petitions, in 
order that he might know how they spoke of his 
constituents. Let us hear (said he) what these 
petitions, which gentlemen contend are couched in 
such decorous and respectful language, say of the 
southern people and their institutions. I wish the 
South (said he) to know what these petitioners say 
of them. Ihave put my hands (said he) on. two 
of these petitions without looking at the inside of 
them, and without making any discrimination be- 


tween them 
be read. pita eae f 

The Sećretary then read the two memorials from 
Indiana handed up by Mr. Tipton. 

Mr. CALHOUN. resumed. Such was the lan- 
guage which had been held, which struck at the ba- 
sis of southern institutions, and which could not be 
entertained here withdut involving the South in 
bloodshed and massacre. What they'set.forth in 
their memorials, outraged the rights ‘of God and 
man. What was this body but a community of 
States, united together for the purpose of maintain- 
ing their separate institutions?’ And yet the repre- 
‘sentatives of twelve sovereign States of ems Union 
were actually asked to sit there, and not say a word, 
and hear themselves, and those whom they repre- 
sented, denounced, under the penalty. that if they 
spoke they would but aggravate the evil. To a re- 
flecting mind, all this was, indeed, truly awful. 
Yes, Senators were to sit there and hear themselves 
gravely denounced, and while some of their own 
body were ready to throw the blame upon them 
for speaking one word in defence of southern 
rights. b 

Mr. C. said he did not belong to the school 
of those who believed that agitations of this sort 
could be quieted by concessions; on the contrary, 
he maintained all usurpation should be re- 
sisted In the beginning; and those who would 
not do so were prepared to be slaves them- 
selves. It was a question m which he knew 
of no -concession or compromise. He knew 
full well if the South yielded the ground of re- 
ception, where it mustend. It would prepare the way 
for further action at the next session; and the next 
step would be, that the petitions should be acted up- 


| whether he could get any one to present it. 


on. He saw already that some gentlemen were 
prepared to take the sense of the Senate on the 
question of reception. The last year, a motion had 
been made to lay petitions of this character on the 
table, without discussion. He would ask southern 
Senators to put it to themselves, whether or not 
they did not begin to see that the next step which 
was to be taken was, that they should not 
only be received, but referred? Did he not, he 
would ask, tell the Senator from Penniylvania, 
at the last session, that such would be the case? 
that he saw from the position which the Senator 
from Pennsylvania and his friends took, that it 
could not be otherwise; that if the Senate were 
bound to receive, they were bound to go through. 
It would be remembered, that the very position 
taken by one of the Representatives from South 
Carolina (Mr. Pinckney) at the last session, was, 
| that all abolition petitions should be laid upon the 
tabie. But time had proved that that course had 
not arrested the getting up of them. They had 
increased; and the rebutting the petitions would 
require would be that Senators should quiet the 
question here; and so, step by step, gentleinen went 
on; and he regretted, profoundly regretted, that there 
was not a man from the non-slaveholding States 
who would go against this evil. . 

What was the argument? The only argument 
was, that the Senate were bound to receive peti- 
tions. Now, so help him God, he did believe it 
was as indefensible a proposition to attempt to 
prove that Congress could abolish slavery in the 
States as to say that they were bound to receive pe- 
titions. He maintained that there was no obliga- 
tion to receive them. What did the rule say? The 
question on reception was to be put. The decision 
of the rule was correct, and the sense of the rule 
showed the sense of those who formed the Consti- 
tution. No individual had any right more than to 
present a petition, and that right depended upon 
An 
the first rile was, the question on their being re- 
ceived or not? ‘To yield this point, was to yield it 
to the abolitionists at the expense of the rights of 
this body. He rose not to argue, for he knew how 
vain that was for the purposes he had in view. He 
had never doubted the character of the Senate. He 
said, three years ago, when it was acting on the ta- 
riff question, that the consequences which were 
now following it, would take place. He 
knew then, that the. intelligence which belonged 
to the whigs and democrats was against the incen- 
diaries. He saw where the present agitation com- 


and the others, and ask that they may 


| 


menced; it commenced at ‘the. hottom of ‘society — 
among the lowest and most ignorant-—and .after- 
wards spread itself among men of a better stamp, ` 
but men who desire agitalion, who gloried.in it. He 
knew weil that the force of their eloquencé washay- 
ing its effect.every hour, till at length it would get 
into the pulpits and schools, and by and by. a ma- 
jority would be found in. the other. House in favor 
of the schemes of the abolitionists. This-was inevi- 
table. The only course for Congress to adopt was 
atonce to close their doors against these petitions. 
There was no remedy, but in the concerted, united 
action of the southern people; and thataction must 
be prompt.. He believed that if they were to come 
to an understanding atan- early day, the .disease 
might be at once arrested; for they had ample 
power to do it. If this agitation was to go on, the 
result would: be the overthrow of the Union. He 
knew not that any thing he could say would have: 
the effect of arresting the eyil He feared it was 
almost beyond the reaeh of mortal voice to stop it. 

He had done his duty, and he irusted that no 
man would risc up on that floor, and say that he 
was not justified in protesting against the- recep- 
tion of these memorials. He had spoken under the 
solemn obligation of duty only, and should have 
been glad not to have said a word on the subject, 
had it not been absolutely necessary that he should 
do so. . 
Mr. TIPTON did not rise to prolong the debate, 
but to express his surprise and regret at the feeling 
manifested by the Senator from South Carolina. 
There surely was nothing in the petitions that he (Mr. 
T.) had presented, nor in the remarks accompany~ 
ing their presentation, calculated: to produce the 
state of feeling into which the gentleman seemed to 
have becn roused. The petitions were in deccrous 
and respectful language, and his remarks were in- 
tended to be of the most conciliatory character, 
while he claimed xs a matter of right that they 
should be heard. The Chair stated the parliamenta~ 
ry rule, and he had acquiesced. What then. did 
they hear from the Senator from South Carolina? 
Why, he called on the Senators from a certain sec- 
lion of the Union to stand by him, and. deny: to. the’ 
petitioners what we, from the north, believe to be 
our dearest rights. Inever, continued Mr. T. en- 
couraged my constituents to get up petitions against 
slavery. In presenting their petitions here, I did 
but my duty; and I hope the honorable Senator will 
not take it upon himself to state that my constituents 
have asked for any thing that was unreasonable; or, 
that in presenting a decorous and respectful memo- 
rial, have claimed more than is due to every 
American citizen. All they wanted was a hearing, 
and this much he felt it his duty to claim for them. 
Grant this, said Mr. T. and it will satisfy my con’ 
stituents, as it ought to satisfy those of the Senator 
from South Carolina. My. T. then’ called for the 
yeas and nays on the question, which were accor- 
dingly ordered. 

My. BAYARD here moved that the question as 
to the reception of the memorials be laid on the 
table. i 

Mr. MORRIS asked forthe yeas and nays on 
this question, which were ordered, and the motion 
was decided in- the affirmative—yeas 31, nays 13, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Ciayton, Cuthbert, Ewing of 
BI. Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, Kent, King of Ala. 
King of Ga. Linn, Moore, Mouton, Nicholas, Nor- 
veil, Page, Preston, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Se- 
vier, Strange, Walker, White, and Wright—31. 

NAYS—Messrs. Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Hen- 
dricks, Knight, Morris, Niles, Prentiss; Robbins, 
Southard, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, and Wall— 
13. 

Mr. DAVIS presented several memorials from 
Massachusetts on the same subject; and 


Nr. BAYARD moved that the question as to their 
reception be laid on the table; which motion was 
agreed to without a division. 

Mr. MORRIS presented an additional memorial 
from Ohio, and Mr. WEBSTER presented several 
from Massachusetis, all on the. same subject; and 
after some remarks from Messrs. MORRIS, 
WHITE, and WEBSTER, 


to their reception be laid on the table. 
Mr. KING of Georgia said that the question now 
presenied was precisely the same as that taken on 
e most of these memorials läst session. - It was 


. true that they were at first compelled to take the di-. 


rect vote òn receiving them; and he gloried in the 
vote he then gave, for the fanatics never should 
provoke hím to pursue a course that, was wrong. 
Bathe would ask when, and by whom, were the 
rights of the South.surrendered? How did it-hap- 
“pen that the Senator from South Carolina had just 
found ont that the rights of the South had been sur- 
rendered, after they had been pursuing the same 
‘course with regard to these petitions that had been 
pursted for the last fifty years. In justice to the 
géntleman who occupied the chair last session, he 
must say that the decision made by him on the par- 
liamentary rule, was the same as that made now. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. CAL- 
HOUN, PRESTON, BAYARD, WEBSTER, and 
SOUTHARD, ' a 

‘Mr. CUTHBERT said that he had entertained 
the hope, that the first decision of the. question 
which was made as to the reception of these memo- 
rials, would have been final. When it was inti- 
mated by the gentleman from Ohio, that it would 
be best for those who had memorials to present 
them then in order, that one decision might be 
made on all, that the country might not be agitated; 
that a single decision might prevent excitement 
here, as weil as satisfy those abroad,he had in- 
dulged the hope that gentlemen would have accord- 
ed to sentiments so jnst;so consonant with good 
feelings, But he regretted that such had not been the 
case; that a corps de reserve had been held back, and 
now produced to protract a discussion, which there 
was so much reason to hope could be avoided. 
Among those who had seen fit to pursue this course, 
was the Senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. Web- 
ster,) and he regretted to say, that the gentleman 

had only followed up- the course taken by him last 
winter. - ; 

Mr. WEBSTER here explained that he was 

not in his seat when the other abolition memorials 
had been presented, and had only just learned that 
it had been deemed advisable to dispose of all such 
memorials at that time. 
' Mr. CUTHBERT said that, in that view, he 
would, with: pleasnre, withdraw what he had said 
as to the time the gentlemen presented his memo- 
vials; but he had a word or two to say to him on 
another branch of the same subject: Do the ques- 
tions ‘presented by the gentleman stand indepen- 
dently of each other? Shall the National Le- 
gislatute touch this point, and avoid that; or does 
the one necessarily bring on the other, and a series 
of actions take place when they would stop ata 
single point?) He said. a series of actions, because 
it was admitted by the gentleman that the mere 
reception of the petition waso f no value, unless 
there was some action upon it; and to show what 
this action was to lead to he would quote the gen- 
teman himself. 

In a primed document to which his attention had 
been called, purporting to be the proceedings of a 
meeting, of which the gentleman was chairman, 
held in Boston in 1819, when the excitement on the 
Misiouri question was the highest, he found a reso- 
lution wherein it was declared as the sense of the 
meeting that Congress not only possessed the power 
rto abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, but 
that it had the indisputable authority to prevent the 
transfer of slaves from one State to another. These 
two positions did not'stand far from each other-— 
they were not isolated; and they’showed to the 
Sonth what they were to expect if they submitted 
to the slightest encroachment on their rights. They 
were admonished by them that if they yielded to 


one encroachment, they. would soon be forced by - 


another process to, defend themselves frum more 
dangerous aggression. ; 


Is ita cause of surprise, then, asked Mr. C. that ` 
all our apprehensions are excited—that our indig- | 
nation is aroused to the highest pitch at the com- | 


mencement of a course of action which is to end in 
the ruin of. eur country? 


Mr. BAYARD again moved that the question as |] t these immense and overwhelming evils, % 


| such circumstances? It was plain. 
hopes which may lead to a fierce contest, which 


How stands the ques-.: 
.. tion? Gentlemen allege that there are certain 
~ means by which Congress may act without leading | 


we of the South. apprehend when an attempt is 
made to bring the action of this Government to 
bear on our peculiar interests. 

_ Mr. President (said Mr. C.) I appeal to you— 
I appeal to every Senator:from the South, and ask, 
can you touch any thing, even the remotest point 


connected with this delicate and dangerous ‘sub-. 


ject, without creating . distrust, alarm, and horror? 
“Would it not-endanger «the stability of our Union, 


and perhaps end in a dissolution of our happy. con- 


federacy? If this-be true, and no action of. yours 
can take place without exciting that dread, that deep 


* and-unappreciable indignation which must be fol- 
lowed by such alarming consequences, then it be- | 
comes you to beware of taking the first step.- 


Would any object to be gained here at all compen- 
sate for the alienation of so large a portion of your 
population, and a separation of the South from the 
other members of the confederacy? ` 

This brought him to another point of view in which 
this subject was regarded. He appealed to the 
experience of all who had considered this subject— 
he appealed to all who knew the character of these 
abolitionists—to all who understood the operations 
of the human heart, if it was not always the result, 
that when a great scheme of reform, or a great 
plan offimprovement, was on foot, the smallest ad- 
vantage was regarded by the reformers, as the 
point from which they might march to conquest. 
Has not, asked Mr. C. this always been the case? 
The smallest advantage, said Mr. C. gained by the 
abolitionists in that body, would be hailed from one 
end of the country to the other—nay it would be 
trumpeted throughout the world, as a signal proof 
that victory hovers over their standard. To-day 
they will say we have gained so much, to-morrow 
we shall achieve more; and the great and unappre- 
ciable blessed of liberating the last slave of the hu- 
man race will be ours. Were gentleman then pre- 
pared to commence a course of action which. would 
inflict ruin on the great body of the community 
deep and irremediable? Were they prepared to 
sow the seeds of dissension, and reap a harvest of 
blood and desolation? Surely not? Of all the ca- 
lamities which had ever threatened our country, 
this was the most to be dreaded, and the most cau- 
tiously to be avoided. There was another view to 
be had of the subject. ; 

Since the agitation of this question of abolition, 
unfortunately commenced in this country, there 
was a. facility of communication, a medium of in- 
tercourse, with the great body of the slaves, by: 
which they well understood what was done here, 
and by which they would well understand what 
was the first step towards the great plan of their 
emancipation. When you take any step here, 
said Mr. C. will you be able to satisfy them that it 
is the last? They will readily perceive that it is 
the first, but will you be able to tell them that it is 
the last? Impossible, impossible, said Mr. C. 
You will excite a feeling of alarm and indignation 


at the South, while you will raise the hopes and . 


speculations of the North. Yeu will awaken hopes 
in the slave population, which never can be put to 
sleep, and cause discontent, if not rebellion, among 
an otherwise contented and happy race. What 
then was the duty of a good and wise man under 
Awaken not, 


will inevitably create alarms and. distrusts you 
never can socth. ‘Kindle'not the flame which may. 
light the insurgent to blood and conflagration, and 
consume the altar of your . liberties in the general 
conflagration. Your course isa plain one. Let 


matters remain as they are. We of the the South | 


ask no favors of you but to keep your hands from, 
and not to bring the action of this Government to 


| bear on, our domestic institutions, for remeniber 


that you never can repair the mischief that you 
may do. 

Mr. WEBSTER said the gentleman from Geor- 
gia had:very unnecessarily, as he thought, brought 


him (Mr. W.) into the discussion. He (Mr. W.). 
‘was not in his seat when the various petitions-on 


the ‘subject of slavery were presented, and, there- 
fore, had not the opportunity of presenting with 
them, those that had been ‘accumulating in his 
drawer. He supposed, however, that a gentleman 


meen Ge re tte NN 
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presenting them, subject only to the business and ' 
convenience. of ‘the Senate. - Tne gentleman, it 
seems, had referred to the proceedings of a meeting 
held in Boston in 1819, of which he was chairman. 
He had no recollection of those proceedings. 

Mr. CUTHBERT referred the gentleman from 
Massachusetts to where he might find the printed 
pamphlet; it contained resolutions declaring opinions 
which if carried out would lead to the inference 
that Congress possessed the power to prohibit the 
transfer of slaves from one State to another. 

Mr. WEBSTER could not now say what might 
have been the opinions expressed in the resolutions 


„referred to, or what they would lead to if carried 


out. He however had no hesitation in giving it 
as his deliberate opinion that Congress did, under 
the Constitution, possess the power of legislating 
on the subject of slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia. j : 

With respect to. the other subject in- the. resolu- 
lutions, the power to regulate the transfer of slaves 
from one State to another, there was no doubt in 
his mind but that Congress also’ possessed this 
powgr. The Constitution conferred on Congress the 
power to regulate trade between the States, and so 
long as slaves remained as property, they were the 
subjects of commerce, and as such came. within the 
views of the Constitution. Mr. Webster said, he 
would refrain from. expressing any opinion as to 
the expediency of the exercise of the above powers; 
he only wished to be understood as claiming that 
Congress possessed them. Mr. W. referred to the 
act of Congress on the subject of slaves escaping 
from one State to another, to show that Congress 
had already exercised the power which the Senator 
from Georgia took him to task for asserting that it 
possessed. 

Mr. CUTHBERT observed, that the country 
could now, from the admissions of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, learn what his opinions were. 
So far he (Mr. C.) was satisfied. The gentleman 
could give but one interpretation to the Boston re- 
solutions, which bad been referred to. The ocea- 
sion on which they were introduced—the subject 
which then agitated the country from one end to the 
other—-the time and manner of introducing them— 
all concurred in proving that the gentleman could 
have had butone object in view. The meeting was 
called during the agitations of the memorable Mis- 
souri question, and the. first resolution declared that 
Congress possessed the power to abolish slavery in 
the Territories of the Union, while the second was 
declarative of the power to.prohibit the transfer of 
slaves from one State to another. View the whole 
character of the proceedings, said Mr. C. and no 
other construction can be put on them than snch as 
is revolting to the feelings of the South, and danger- 
ous to the peace of the country. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
KING of Ga. RIVES, CALHOUN, WEBSTER, 
CUTHBERT, WALL, and EWING of Ohio; af- 
ter which , ; Ji 
- Mr. HUBBARD moved to lay the question on 
the table, and this motion was decided in the affirma- 
tive—vyeas 31, nays 15, as.follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clayton, Cuthbert, Dana, Ful- 
ton, Grundy, Hubbard, Kent, King of Ala. King 
of Ga. Linn, Lyon, Moore, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Page, Preston, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Spence, Strange, Walker, White, and Wright—31. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, 
Hendricks, Knight, Morris, Niles, Prentiss, Rob- 
bins, Southard, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, Wall, 
and Webster—15. ` 

Fetitions were further presented by Messrs. 
WRIGHT, WALL, BENTON, HENDRICKS, 
SOUTHARD and TOMLINSON; after which 

Mr. EWING of Ohio moved that the Senate 
adjourn. TA 

Mr. WALKER called for the yeas and nays on 
the question; which being ordered the motion was 
rejected—yeas 17, nays 26. ; 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee. on the 
Public Lands, to which had been recommitted th 
bill to. limit the.sales of the public lands to actual 
settlers, reported the same with several amend 
ments; which were read, and, 
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On motion of Mr. WALKER, the same was 
ordered to be printed and made the order of the 
day for to-morrow. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monvay, February 6, 1837. 


PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. 

On motion of Mr. THOMAS, the House, by gen- 
eral consent, took up the report made on Saturday 
by the joint committee of the two houses, in rela- 
“tion to the mode and manner of proceeding in 
“counting the votes for President and Vice President 
of the United States. 


A message from the Senate having at that mo- 
ment arrived, informing the House that that body 
had agreed to the same report and resolutions. 


Mr. THOMAS moved that it be taken up and 
concurred in. 

The report was read, and concluded with the fol- 
lowing resolutions: ` 


Resolved; That thé two Houses shall assemble in 
‘the chamber of the House of Representatives on 
Wednesday next, at 12 o'clock, and the President 
of the Senate shall be the presiding officer; that one 

erson be appointed a teller on the part of the Se- 
nate, and two on the part of the Eicuse of Repre- 
sentatives, to make a list of the votes as they shall 
be declared; that the result shall be delivered to the 
President of the Senate, who shall announce the 
state of the vote, and the persons elected, to thetwo 
Ffouses assembied as aforesaid, which shall be 
deemed a declaration of the persons elected Presi- 
dent and Vice President of the United States; and, 
‘together with a list of votes, be entered on the jour- 
-nals of the two Houses. 

Resolved, ‘That in relation to the-votes of Michi- 
gan, if the counting or omitting to count them shall 
not essentially change the resolt of the election, 
they shall he reported by the President of the Se- 
nate in the following manner: ‘‘Werethe votes of 
Michigan to be counted, the result would be for 
A.B. for President of the United States 
votes. Ifnotcounted, for A. B. for President of 
‘the United States ———~ votes. But in either case 
A.B, is elected President of the United States.” 
And in the same manner for Vice President. 

Mr. MERCER was understood to make an in- 
-quiry of the chairman (Mr. Thomas) in relation 
to the fact, whether any votes have been given by 
persons not competent, under the Constitution of 
the United States, to vote as electorsof President 
and Vice President. 

Mr. THOMAS said a few words in explanation. 
The committee, on investigation, had found that 
there were three individuals in North Carolina, one 
in New Hampshire, and one in Connecticut, elect- 
ed to the electoral college, who bore the same name 
“with those of individuals who were deputy post- 
masters under the General Government, and the 
impression on the minds of the committee was, that 
they were consequently the same individuals. 

The committee, he said, came to the conclusion 
that, whether these votes were counted or not, the 
general result would not be affected, and they did 
not feel theraselves authorized to recommend their 
rejection. The chief reason was, that it would be 
a very delicate power to be exercised on the part of 
Congress to determine upon the qualification of 
electors of President and Vice President of the 
United States. It was with the committee, also, a 
matter of considerable doubt whether, if such an 
inquiry should be gone into, it did-not belong to the 
“electoral college itself to judge of the qualifications 
-of its own members. The committee, however, 
had expressed a. very decided disapprobation of any 
‘officer of the General Goverament participating, in 
the manner these gentlemen had done, in the elec- 
tion of President and Vice President of the United 
States, and they had proposed a remedy, by either 
giving the power to reject to the college or to Con- 
gress, as might be deemed most expedient. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG stated in addition, what 
had been omitted by the gentleman from Maryland, 
that it appeared, from examining the list of re-ap- 
pointments of deputy postmasiers, that the gentle- 


men referred to had probably all resigned before 


they gave in their votes for President and Vice Pre- 
sident. ; : 

_ Mr. THOMAS had not adverted to that fact, 
because the committee came unanimously to the 
conclusion that they were not eligible at the time 
they were elected, and therefore the whole proceed- 
ing was vitiated ab initio. 

Mr. CRARY called for a division of the ques- 
tion. He was disposed to vote for the first clause 
of the resolution, but not for that part which made 
a disposition of the electoral votes of the State of 
Michigan. He thought that Michigan ought to 
be placed on an equal footing with the original 
States. The resolution made a distinction in: the 
votes unfavorable, and, as he conceived, unjust, to 
his own State. Michigan was now a sovereign 
State of the Union, and, if the election of President 
snould come before the Hiouse, she would be enti- 
tled to a vote in her scvereign character. 

‘When Indiana was in an analogous position her 
electoral votes were received and counted. It was 
true, that the votes of Missouri in 1821 were placed 
in the same position that those of Michigan now 
are; but on the ground solely that Missouri was not 
a State of the Union at the time the electoral votes 
of the States were counted. Michigan was now in 
the Union, and Congress ought not to place her 
votes in a position so equivocal as they were found 
inithe resolution before us. They were not reject- 
ed by it, nor were they received. He thought they 
ought to be received, and to enabie him to express 
that opinion he had moved a division of the ques- 
tion. 

The resolutions were then severally concurred in 
without a division. 

PENSION SYSTEM. 

Mr. C. ALLAN asked the ea ve of the House to 

submit the following resolutioln: 

esolved, 'That this House will, on Thursday 
next, atone o’clock, resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and take up 
and consider the bill (No. 353) entitled “ A bill to 
extend the provisions of an act entitled ‘An act 
supplementary to the act for the relief of certain 
surviving officers and soldiers of the revolution,’ 
approved 7th June, 1832.” 

Mr. JARVIS objecting, 

Mr. C. ALLAN moved a suspension of the rules 
for this purpose, and called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 75, nays 95. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules. 

Mr. PIERCE of New Hampshire, Mr. MAR- 
TIN of Alabama, and Mr. PEYTON, of Ten 
nessee, severally rose and stated that having 
been appointed members on a select commit- 
tee, which had leave to sit during the sessions of 
the House, and being members also of the stand- 
ing Committee on the Judiciary, which likewise 
had a similar permission, they found it impossible 
to discharge their duties on both committees, and 
they therefore asked to be excused from attendance 
on the latter during the balance of the. session. 

The motion of the gentleman was agrced to, and 
other members ordered. to be appomted in their 
places on the Judiciary Committee. 

COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 

The unfinished business, being the motion of Mr. 
ADAMS to reconsider the vote of the House by 
which a memorial of the American Colonization 
Society of Kentucky was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, was then taken up. 

Mr. HUNTSMAN made some few remarks vin- 
dicating the members of the Colonization Society 
against the charge of their being abolitionists, and 
stated furthermore that he believed this question 
was merely raised for the purpose of attempting to 
slide ina discussion on the subject of abolition, 
he therefore moved the previous question. 
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Mr. ADAMS hoped the gentleman from Ten- ` 


_nessee would allow him to make some remarks. in 


reply to those which the gentleman had jast made. 
Mr. CALHOON of Kentucky, the appeal to the 
gentleman to withdraw the motion to allow him 
to make a statement in relation to these petitions, 
and said he would renew the motion for the pre- 
vious question, when he had concluded. 

Mr. HUNTSMAN withrew the motion, when 

Mr. CALHOON said he felt it due to the peti- 
tioners to state to the House that they were men of 
the first respectability, and that not a single man of 
them could be charged with entertaining doctiines 
favorable to the abolitionists; and that they were 
as far from being abolitionists as any men in that 
House, or in any part of the nation. For himself, 
Mr. C. said, he did not think there was any sort of 
connection between this colonization society and 
the abolitionists. Not wishing to discuss this ques- 
tion, he renewed the motion for the previous ques- 
tion. i 
Mr. PATTON moved to lay the motion. to re- 
consider on the table. a ; 

After a few words by Messrs. ADAMS, PAT- 
TON, McK AY, DENNY, and the CHAIR as to © 
the effect of laying this motion on the table, 

Mr. PINCKNEY called for the yeas and nays, 
which were not ordered; and the motion to lay. it 
on the table prevailed—ayes 121, noes not counted. 
On last Monday Mr. HARLAN of Kentucky had. 
presented a memorial of similar tenor with the 
above, which, giving rise to debate, lay over till 
to-day. The motion to commit was pending. 

Mr. JARVIS moved to lay the motion to com- 
mit on the table; which was agreed to without a 
division, , 
Petitions and memorials were presented by 
Messrs. PARKS, FAIRFIELD and JARVIS of 
Maine. : . 

Messrs. CUSIIMAN and BEAN of New Hamp- 
shire. gees 
(Mr. CusuMman presented the petition. of sundry 
inhabitants of Rye, New Hampshire, asking for an 
appropriation for the improvement of Rye harbor, 
referred to the Committee on Commerce; also, 

The petition of John Jenkins, asking remunera-~ 
tion fer injuries sustained from vessels of the Uni- 
ted States, being anchored near his premises: refer- 
red to the Committee on Naval Affairs.] 

Messrs. PHILLIPS, BRIGGS, LAWRENCE, 
CUSHING, REED, and CALHOUN, of Massa- 
chusetts. 

(Mr. Lawrence presented the memorial of the 
chamber of commerce of the city of Boston, for 
the establishment of a national bank in the city of 
New York. ‘The petitioners state, that there is a 
great derangement in the currency of the country, 
and particularly in the domestic exchanges, which 
can only be regulated by the establishment of a na- 
tional bank. The memorial was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce.]} 

[Mr. Apams presented a great number of peti- 
tions praying for the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia, both from citizens of his 
own State and from those of other states; while 
proceeding in the latter, 

Mr. Robertson raised the pomt of order 
whether it was competent for a member to present 
petitions from a State of which he was not a mem- 
ber, and thereby forestall oiher States behind his 
own. He asked for the decision of the Chair on 
the point; remarking that he was well assured, if 
the Chair decided according to his own judgment, 
and not according to precedent, he would sustain 
the point. The practice of which he complained 
was a clear and palpable violation of the rule, in 
principle at least, if not in its letter. 

The Cuair stated that the practice adverted to 
had uniformily prevailed in the House. The pe- 
riod was but recent, when the rule was adopted 
calling for memorials in the order of States, and 
was to avoid the -confusion and embarrassment 
of a number of members rising at the same mo- 
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ment to get in their petitions. “ Every member had 
a right to present a petition, come from. what qumar- 
ter itmight. Perhaps the case of 4 member hand- 
ing over a petition to anöther gentleman, in order 


-tò give it a preference or. priority, might present 


another question, and be an Invasion of the rule. 

Mr. Dawson had been given to understand 
that such a case had o¢curred that very morning; 
a gentleman from New York having passed over 
a petition to the gentleman from Massachusetts. 


Mr. Avams admitted’ the fact, but he explain- - 


ed, it-was because the member in question was un- 
able to present it himself. : 

` Mr. Boon took an appeal from the decision of 
the Chair, and briefly argued the point. 

The Cuarr restated the grounds of his decision, 
and it was sustained by Messrs. MERCER, VANDER- 
porL, and Vinton, and opposed by Messrs. Harpin 
and Lane, when ; 

Mr. Boon said, to save the time of the House, 
he would withdraw the appeal. 

Mr. Caambers of Kentucky renewed it, and 

Mr. Parrerson demanded the previous ques- 
tion, ` 

Mr. Guascock appealed to the mover to with- 
draw the motion, in order to afford Mr. G. an op- 
portunity of briefly assigning the reasons that would 
govern him in the vote he was about to give. , 

Mr. Parerson said he felt compelled to decline 
acceeding to the request. 

The previous question was then seconded by the 
House without a division. 

Mr. Grascock asked for the yeas and nays 
on ordering the main question, but the House re- 
fused to order them, and the main question was or- 
dered without a division. 

The main question being, ‘ Shall the decision of 
the Chait stand as the judgment of the House?” 
was taken by yeas anil nays (on thé motion of Mr. 
“Avams) and decided in the allirmative—yeas 139, 
nays 29, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Meman Allan, Anthony, Bailey, Bar- 
ton, Beale, Bean, Beatimont, Bockee, Bovee, Boyd, Briggs, 
Brown, Buchanan, Burns, WilliamsB. Calhoun, Cambreleng, 
Casey, George Chambers, Chapman, Chapin, Cietwood, Childs, 
Clark, Cleveland, Coles, Cunnor, Corwin, Cramer, Crary, 
Cushing, Cushman, Darlington, Deberry, Denny, Boubleday, 
Dromgvole, Dunlap, Emer, Evans, Everett, Martin, Powler, 
French, Granger, Grantland, Greunetl, Haley, Joseph Tall, 
Hilland Hall, hora, Samnel S. Harrisen, Albert G, (farrison, 
Haynes, Hazoline, Henderson, Herod, How, Holsey, Hoi, 
Howard, Howel dubtey, Muntington, Huntsman, Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, Willian Jackson, Janos, J oh Johnson, C. Johnson, 
Menry Jokneon, Benjamim Jones, n Laporte, Lawler, 
Lawrence, hay, G n fue, Thom Leonard, Lincoln, 
Loyall, Job Mann, W. Mason, M. 3 a. May, MeCo- 
mas, Mekennan, MekReon, Me n Montgome- 
ry, Morris, Parks, Patterson, Patton, James A. Pearce, Pearson, 
Phelps, Phillips, Pinckney, Pous, Rencher, John Reynolds, Jo- 
seph Reynolds, Ripley, Russell, Schenck, Seymour, Augustine 
H. Shepperd, Shiolds, Shinn, Sickles, Slade, Sloane, Smith, 
Spangler, Sprague, Steelo, Storer, Sutherland, Taylor, John 
Thomson, Underwood; Vanderpoel, Vinton, Wagener, Ward, 

, Wardwell, Washiugtou, White, Elisha Whittlesey, Thomas T. 
Whittosey. Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Yell, and 
Young— 139. g . 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Bouldin, Bynum, Carr, J. Gham- 
bers, N, IT, Claiborne, J. E. H. Claiborne, Gholson, Glasceeck, 
Graham, Grayson, Griffin, Hamer, Hardin, Hawkins, Hopkiss, 
John W. Jones, Lane, Lewis, Lyon, McKay, Mchene, Morgan, 
Owens, Richardson, Robertson, Rogers, Thomas, and Waddy 
Thompson- 9. : 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed by the 


Mr. Apams then proceeded, and further pre- 
sented abolition petitions from New }lempshire, 
New York, Nichigan, Virginia, (nine ladies i. 
Fredericiksburg,) &c. 

Mr. Apams next stated he had in his poss 
paper, upon which he wished to havea decisi 
the Speaker. The paper, he said, came uy 
persons declaring themselves to be ‘slaves. Hu 
wished to know whether the Speaker would con- 
sider this paper as coming under the rule of the 
House. : . 

The Cuaig replied that the gentleman having the 
paper in his possession was the best judge of the 
matter, but ifthe genileman would send the paper 
to the Chair he would then decide. 

Mr. Apams said, if he sent it to the Chair, it 
would tien be in possession of the House, whereas 
he wished to know of the Speaker whether it came 
wnder the rule before he presented it. The paper 
purported to be from slaves; and this was one of 
those cases, which it had occurred to his own mind 
wasan imposition. The paper was signed partly 
by persons who could not write, they having made 


their mark, and partly by persons, judging from the 
writing, of little education. He would send the 
paper to- the table. =A 

Mr. Law zr objected to its going to the table. 

-© The Cmar said as this was a novel case, he 
would leave it to the House, and take its advice 
and counsel. : 

Mr. Haysss was astonished at the course pur- 
sued by the gentleman from Massachusetts, not 
only on this day but on every petition day for some 
weeks since, but his astonishment had reached a 
height which he could not express, when the gen- 
tleman rose and asked leave to present a paper 
purporting to come from slaves. He could not tell 
in what manner a proposition of this kind should be 
treated, but he had to express his surprise, that this 
measure should be brought forward. He moved 
that the petition be not received. 

Mr. Lewis. 
coming from the South— 

Mr. Haynes. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. Lewis rose and said, he was glad to hear 
the gentleman from Georgia withdraw his motion 
for a rejection of this petition. He hoped no gen- 
tleman from a slaveholding State would either ar- 
gue or vote upon the question of reception. He 
thought that the Representatives of the slavehold- 
ing States should demand that the attempt to intro- 
duce such a petition should instantly put in requisi- 
tion the power of the House to punish the member 
for such attempt. If this is not done, and that 
promptly, every member from the slave States 
should immediately, in a body, ‘quit this House, and 
go home to their constituents. Wehave no longer 
any business here. 

Mr. Granriann. I will second the motion for 
punishment, and go all lengths for it. 

Mr. Anruony moved the previous question on 
the question of reception. (Cries of No! No!) 

Mr. Auvoro inquired what kind of a petition it 
was that the gentleman from Massachusetts pro- 
posed to present. (Loud cries of “he ought to be 
expelled!) 

The Crair directed the Clerk’s minutes to be 
read, which set forth that it was “the petition of 
twenty-two persons, declaring themselves to be 
slaves, and wishes to know whether it comes within 
the order of the House.” 

Mr. Arrorp said if the member from Massachu- 
setts should insist upon presenting his memo- 
rial, he would move that it be instantly burnt. 
[Cries of “No!” “Nol? “Expel him!” “Expel the 
mover!”] 

Mr. Parron then arose, and stated that he had 


taken occasion to examine another petition pre- 


senled by the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
described as coming from nine ladies of the town 
of Fredericksburg, in Virginia. Mr. P. stated 
there, in his place, as a member, and upon his 
responsibility, that there was the name of no lady 
of that town appended to that paper, nor a single 
name to it which was of decent respectability. 
He believed, however, they were genuine signa- 
tures, for he did recognise among them the name 
of only one individual, and that was of a free ne- 
gro or mulatto woman, of notoriously infamous 
character and reputation. Mr. P. accordingly 
moved a suspension of the rule, for the purpose of 
enabling him to make a further motion to take 
that petition from the table, and return it to. the 
gentleman who presented it. 

Mr. Rozerrson asked for the yeas and nays on 
that motion; which were ordered, and were—yeas 
131, nays 50, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Chilton Allan, Ashley, Beale, Bean, 


Rell, Black, Bockee, Bond, Boon, Bovee, Boyd, Bunch, Bynum, 
Jchn Calhoov, Cambreleng, Carter, John Chambers, Chapman, 
Chapin, Chetwood, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, John F. H. Clai- 
borne, Cotes, Connor, Corwin, Cramer, Cushing, Cushman, 
Deberry, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Elmore, Emer, Farlin, Fores- 
ter, French, Fry, Galbraith, Gholson, Graham, Granger, Grant- 
land, Graves, Grayson, Griffin, Wannegan, Hardin, Harlan, 
Harper, Albert G. Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Hoar, Holsey, 
Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Howell, Huntington, Huntsman, 
Joseph Johnson. Richard M.: Johnson, Cave Johnson, 
Henry Johnson, John W. Jones, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, 
Lawler, Lay, Gideon Les, Thomas Lee, Luke Lea, Leonard, 
Lewis, Logan, Loyal], Lucas, Lyon, William Mason, Muses 
Mason, Sampson Mason, Maury, McCarty, McKay, McKeon, 
McLene, Mercer, Miller, Milligan, Montgomery, Moore, Mor- 
gan, Owens, Page, Patterson, Patton, Pickens, Pinckney, Ren- 


- cher, Joseph Reynolds, Richardson, Ripley. Robertson, Rogers, 


Seymour, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, 
Smith, Spangler, Steele, Storer, Sutherland, Taliaferro, Taylor, 


I beg to say that I hope no man: 


Thomas, John Thomson, Waddy Thompson, Turner, Under- 
wood, Vanderpoel, Wagner, Ward, Webster, White, Lewis 
Willioms, Sherrod Williams, and Ye}i—131- 

NAYS— Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Ash, Bailcy, Beau- 
mont, Bouldin, Briggs, Brown, Buchanan, Burns, William B. 
Calhoun, Carr, Casey, George Chambers, Crane, Crary, Dar- 
lington, Denny, Evans, Grennell, Haley, THland Hall, Hard, 
Samuel S. Harrison, Hazeltine, Henderson, Herod, Hubley, 
William Jackson, Janes, Jarvis, Kilgore, Lawrense, Job Mann, 
May, McKennon, Morris, Parker, Pearson, Phelps, Philips, 
Potts, John Reynolds, Russell, Siade, Sloane, Sprague, Vinton, 
Elisha Whittlesey, and Young—50. ` 

So the rule was suspended. 

Mr. Parron then submitted the motion indicated 
above, and reiterated his former statement in. re- 
ference to the character of the signers of the me- 
morial. 

Mr. Tuomrsor of South Carolina then moved. 
the following resolution, in the form of an amend- 
ment to Mr. Parron’s motion: 

Resolved, That the honorable J. Q. Avims, by 
the attempt just made by him to introduce a peti- 
tion, purporting on its face to be from slaves, has 
been guilty of a gross disrespect to this House, and 
that he be instantly brought to the bar, to receive 
the severe censure of the Speaker. ` 

Mr. T. made some remarks in support of his 
motion. ; 

Mr. Haynes moved the following substitute: 

That Jous Q. Apams, a representative from the 
State of Massachusetts, has rendered himself justly 
liable to the severest censure of this House; and is 
censured accordingly, for having attempted to pre- 
sent to this House the petition of slaves. 

[Cries of “ No!” “ No!” Let him be brought 
to the bar!”] Mr. H. deemed his amendment 
preferable to the original resolution, as it was con- 
formable to precedent. 

After some remarks, at considerable length, from 
Mr. GRANGER, 

Mr. Lewis submitted the following substitute 
for the original resolution: 

Resolved, That J. Q. Adams, a member from the 
State of Massachusetts, by his aflempt to introduce 
into this House a petition of slaves for the aboli- 
tion of slavery in the District of Columbia, com- 
milted an outrage on the rights and feelings of a 
large portion of the people of this Union, a flagrant 
contempt on the dignity of this House; and by ex- 
tending to slaves a privilege only belonging to 
freemen, directly incites the slave population to 
insurrection ; and that the said member be forth- 
with called to the bar of the House, and censured. 
by the Speaker. : 

This substitute was accepted by Mr. TromPson: 

The discussiôn was further continued by Messrs. 
Wise and Harpin, when 

Mr. Apams obtained the floor, and stated that he 
considered it to be his duty to remain silent while 
these resolutions charging him with high. crimes 
were pending, but gentlemen had gone on consum- 
ing the time of the House in such manner that he felt 
he wasunder the obligation to rise and ask them to 
modify their resolutions, because it might be that if he 
was brought to the bar of the House, he would put an. 
end to this resolution from the fact of its erroneous 
statements. The resolution charge him with at- 
tempting to present a petition from slaves for the 
abolition of slavery. Mr. A. said he had not at- 
tempted to present a petition of this description at 
all. Hehad risen in his place, and stated to the 
Speaker that he had in his possession a paper from 
persons. representing themselves to be slaves, but 
he had not stated what the object of it was, or what 
its prayer was; and he had asked the Speaker wheth- 
er, if he presented this paper, it would be inéluded 
under the general order of the House, and 
be laid upon the table accordingly, and he meant 
to have the decision of the House before he pro- 
eseded one step further. He had stated to the 
speaker that he would not send the paper to the 
Chair until the question was settled whether it 
would come under this general rule.’ As to the 
fact in relation to the prayer of the petition, he 
would simply state to the gentleman from- Ala- 
bama, (Mr. Lewis,) who had assumed, and 
sent to the Clerk’s table a resolution importing 
that the petition was for the abolition of slave- 
ry, that the gentleman was mistaken, because it 
was the very reverse of this; and if the gentleman 
was going to have him brought before the bar of 
the House, he must amend his resolution, Ifthe 
gentleman was about to press his motion, and the 


House was about to adopt it, they would be under 
the necessity of sceing what the paper was, and 
to that he would willingly snbmit. He would be 
willing the petition should be received and con- 
sidered, and he would be willing for almost 
any thing except to grant the prayer of this 
petition, because the gentleman from Alabama 
might find that its prayer was precisely what he 
chad been so strenuously contending for. Mr. A. 
then went on to reply to some remarks which had 
fallen from the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
Granger;) after which, he made a defence of his 
conduct, in presenting the petition of certain per- 
sons from Fredericksburg. He contended that the 
character of the petitioners should not be made the 

- grounds for rejecting petitions, if they were 
couched in respectful language. All petitions he 
contended should be received whether they come 
from the highest or wealthiest individuals in the 
land, or whether they come from the poorest or low- 
estin character. The Sultan of a despotic Govern- 
ment was bound to receive the petitions of the vilest 
of his subjects, and he hoped that no distinction 
would be made in petitions in a free Government, 
so long as they were in respectful language 

The debate was further continued by Mr. Mann 
of New York, and Mr. Tuompson of South Caro- 
lina, when the latter gentleman submitted the fol- 
lowing modification: 

Resolved, That the Hon. Joun Quincy ADAMS, 
by an effort to present a petition from slaves, has 
committed a gross contempt of this House. 

Eesolved, That the member from Massachusetts, 
above named, by creating the impression, and leav- 
ing the House under such impression; that said pe- 
tition was for the abolition of slavery when he 
Knew it was not, has trifled with the House. 

Resolved, That the Hon. Jonn Quincy Avams 
receive the censure of the House for his conduct 
referred to in the preceding resolutions. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
Pickens, CaMprevenc, Lewis, Gtascock, Pinck- 
ney, Lawier, Wise, and Jentver; and on motion 
of the last gentleman, i 

The House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Tuespay, February 7, 1937. 

Mr. BROWN presented a petition from sundry citizens of 
Beaufort, North Carolina, praying for ap appropriation for the 
purpose. of erecting a marine hospital at that place: referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

_ Myr. BROWN submitted the following resolution, which was 
considered and adopted: 

Resolved, ‘iat Commitee on Commerce Le instructed 

ney of erecting a marine hospital at 


olina. 


trade; one bei š of Schuylkill county, and the 
other from citizens of Mauch Chunk, Northampion county, in 
that State, remonstrating against the reduction of the duty on 
foveign coal: laid on the table. 

Mr. McKEAN submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims be 
instructed to inguire into the expediency of granting commuta- 
tion to the heirs of the late Major John Brooks. 

Mr. LINN presented the following petitions and memorials: 

A petition from sundry citizens of Wisconsin, praying for 


the enactment of pre-emption laws: referred to the Committee - 


on Public Lands. 

“A petition from the trustees of the University of Wisconsin, 

praying fora donation of land for the purpose of endowing said 
~ university: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

A petition from the citizens of the town of Dubuque, Wis- 
consin ‘Territory, praying for the establishment of a board of 
commissioners to settle and adjust titles to lots in said town: 
~ referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 

A petition from sandy citizens of Wisconsin, praying for the 
consiruction of a road id Territory : referred te the Com- 
mittce on Roads and Canals 

A petition of sundry citizens of Wisconsin, praying for an 
alteration in the mode of seliiag the public lands: relerred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

A petition of sundry citizens of the same Territory, praying 
for an appropriation fur the construction of a road from Mil- 
waukie to Cassville; and from Chicago to Green Bay : referred 
to the Commitice on Roads and Canals. 

A petition frorn the į iants of Clay and Clinton counties, 
Missou astabtishment of an additional land 
offic G Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Vib ted the memorial of sundry citizens of 
Ohio arid Indiana, praying for an appropriation for the con- 
struction of a road: referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals. 

Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition of William Daven- 
port, praying fora pension ; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. . ; 

Mr, WRIGHT presented the petition of sundry citizens of 

| Brooklyn, New York, praying for the passage of the bill now 
before the House of Representatives, or of some similar bill, 
for the reduction of the revenue to the wants of the Government: 

laid on the table. i 

A message was received from the President of the United 
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States by ANDREW Jackson, Jr. Esq. his private: secretary, as 
follows : 
To the Senate of the United States: 

At the beginning of this session, Congress was 
informed that our claims upon Mexico had not 
been adjusted, but that, notwithstanding the-irrita- 
ting effect upon her councils of the movements in 
Texas, I hoped, by great forbearance, to avoid the 

H pi z ys} fs oat} 

necessity of again bringing the subject of them to 
your notice. That hope has been disappointed. 
Having in vain urged upon that Government the 
justice of those claims, and my indispensable obli- 
gation to insist that ‘there should be “no further 
delay in the acknowledgment, if not in the redress 
of the injuries complained of,” my duty requires 
that the whole subject shouid be presented, as it now 
is, for the action of Congress, whose exclnsive right 
it is to decide on the further measures of redress to 
be employed. The length of time since some of the 
injuries have been committed, the repeated and un- 
availing applications for redress, the wanton charac- 
ter of some of the outrages upon the property and 
persons of our citizens, upon the officers and flag of 
the United States, independent of recent insults to 
this Government and people by the late Extraordi- 
nary Mexican Minister, would justify, in the eyes 
of all nations, immediate war. That remedy, how- 
ever, should not be used by just and generous na- 
tions, confiding in their strength, for injuries com- 
mitted, if it can be honorably avoided; and it ha: 
occurred to me that, considering the present embar- 
rassed condition of that country, we should act with 
both wisdom and moderation, by giving to Mexico 
one more opportunity to atone for the past, before 
we take redress into our own hands. To avoid all 
misconception on the part of Mexico, as well as to 
protect our own national’ character from reproach, 
this opportunity should be given, with the avowed 
design and full preparation to take immediate satis- 
faction if it should not be obtained on a repetition of 
the demand for it. To this end I recommend that 
an act be passed authorizing reprisals, and the use 
of the naval force of the United States by the Ex- 
ecutive against Mexico, to enforce them, in the 
event of.a refusal by the Mexican Government to 
come to an amicable adjustment of the matters in 
controversy between us, upon another demand 
thereof made from on board one of our vessels of 
war on the coast of Mexico. 

The documents herewith transmitted, with those 
accompanying my message in answer to a call of 
the House of Representatives of the 17th ultimo, 
wil enable Congress to judge of the propriety of 
the course heretofore pursued, and to decide upon 
the necessity of that now recommended. 

If these views should fail to meet the concurrence 
of Congress, and that body be able to find in the 
condition of the affairs between the two countries, 
as disclosed by the accompanying documents, with 
those referred to, any well-grounded reasons to hope 
than an adjustment of the controversy between them 
can be effected without a resort to the measures I 
have felt it my duty to recommend, they may be 
assured of my co-operation in any other course that 
shall be deemed honorable and proper. 

ANDREW JACKSON, 
Washington, Feb. 6, 1837. 

The message having been read, it was, on motion of Mr, 
BUCHANAN, ordered to be printed, together with the accom- 
panying documents, and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. . , 

Mr. KENT presented the memorial of Elizabeth Scott; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BAYARD presented certain resolutions adopted by the 
Legisiature of the State of Delaware, condemnatory of the Bx- 
punging resolutions, which have been adopted and acted on by. 
the Senate, and instructing their Senators to use their exertions 
to getthe same rescinded. .- h . 

Mr. B. remarked that the object of the joint resoiutions he 
had presented, wasto have the expunging resolutions, passed 
tae 16th of January last, rescinded, and that the journal of the Se- 
nate shouldbe restored to the state in which it was befere their 
passage. He wasaware that it would be unparliamentary, at 
the present session, to move in the matier, because it was the 
sense of the body now that the resolutions should be undis- 
turhed; but, in compliance with the wishes of the Legislature 
of Delaware, he wonld take. the liberty of stating that, at the 
next session, anil every succeeding session that he might retai 
aseat in this Senate, he would use his earnest eft to accom- 
plish the object they had in view. He trusted that the day 
‘was not far distant when Senators, entertaining the opinions he 
did, would. be able to restore the journal to its former i- 
tion, and Lo rescind the resolutions ofthe Senator frum 3 

Mr. BROWN observed that he had no doubt the gentleman 
would persevere, in order to attain the ohje f€ his wishes. 
He (Mr. B.) would vote for the printing of the asolutions. 
But, at the same time, he would mention a fact. and that was, 
that when an honorable Senator fiom New Hampshire, (Mr. 


ll 
l 


il 
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Hubbard,) presented from his State:certain instructions, though 
of an opposite character to those Deiere He Senaie, the cora- 
tesy of printing. was not extended to: his State. Mr. ts. 
thought, however, that it was but extendiug a proper courte: y 
to every Siale, to order their resolutions to be printed, as was af- 
most invariably done. : 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of Hannah Men- 
denhali Baldwin, widow of Doctor Haldwin, late a surgeon of 
the navy, praying for a pension: referred to the Commiittcc on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MORRIS presented two memorials and joint resolutions, 
one on the subject of lands granied to Ohio for canal pirni- 
poses, and sold by the Governor, and the other on the subject of 
the lands ceded by the Wyandot Indians for the purpose of ma- 
king a road: referred to the Committee on Rowlsand Canals. 

Mr. MORRIS presented two petitions from sundry-citizens uf 
Oiio, one signed by males the other by femal praying for 
the abolition of slavery in the Districtof Columbia; onc of which 
being read, ` D FN 

Mr. WALKER objected to their recepüon. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved that the ques 10n, us to the reception 
of the petitions, be iaid on the table. 

Mr. MORRIS called for the yeas and neys, which were or- 
dered, and the motion was carried in the affirmative: yeas 27, 
nays L1; by the follewing vote: D 

E BAS--Messes, Bayard, Benton, Black, Brown, Buchanan, 
Clayton, Dana, Ewing of HU Vuln, Grundy, Hubbard, Kert, 
King of Ala. King of Ga. Linn, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Nor- 
vell, Parker, Preston, Robinson, Ruggies, Strange, Walker, 
White, Wright—27. z 

NAYS-—Messrs. Ewing of O. Hendricks, Knight, McKean, 
Morris, Niles, Prentiss, Robbins, Swift, Tipon, Tomlinsog—1]. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented. the petition of Reuben James; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs: 

Mr. PARKER presented the petition of the Alexandria and 
Falmouth Railroad company, praying for the aid of Congress 
in the construction of the work: referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which the subject had been referred by a resolution of the Se- 
nate, reported a bili for the relief of Thomas: A. Smuh, Re- 
ceiver of Public Moneys at Franklin, Missouri; which wag 
read, and ordered to a second reading, 

On motion of Mr. LINN, aa 

The Committee où Private Land Claims was discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition of William Barclay. 

Mi. BROWN, from the Committee on Commerce, reported 
a bill to provide for the completion of the title of the United 
States to the site of the Jight-house on Reanoake marshes; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr, BROWN, ; 

The Commitee on Revolutionary Claims was discharged 
from the further consideration of the petitions of the heirs of 
Henry Conner and the heirs of George Cook. g 

On moton of Mr. HUBBARD, ` : 

The Cominitiee on Claims was discharged frou the further 
consideration of the petitions of John McDonald and Wm. D. 
Cheever; and the Committee on Revolutionary Claims was 
discharged from the further consideration of the petition of the 
heirs of Everard Chapman. : . 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, reported 
without amendment, the bill from the House for the relief of 
David Kilburn. Š 


ion of Mr. EWING, the same committee was dis. 
from the further cousidsration of the pouudon of Daniel 


On m 
charge 
Bradley. 

Mr. NILES, from the Comm 


tee on the Post Office and Post, 
Roads, to which had been referred various petitions from mait 
contractors, praying for addidoual allowances, reported a bil 
for their relief} which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. A à 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Public Lands, report- 
ela billto fix the the salaries of the Surveyor General of Ar- 
kansas, and of the draftsman and clerks employed in his 
office; which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

A message was received from the House of R epresentatives 
by Mr. Franklin, their clerk, stating that the House had cor - 
curred in the resolutions reported by the joint committee as to 
the mode of examining and counting the votesfor President and 
Vice President, and that the House had appointed the honora- 
ble Mr. Thomas and the honorable Mr. Ingersoll tellers on their 
part. . b 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, reported 
without amendment the bill from the House amentiog the act of 
the last session, establishing branches of the pint, which was 
taken up for consideration in Committee of the Whole, read a 
second time. and ordered to a third reading. ; 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee, reported. with 
an amendment, the bill from the House making appropriations 
for the support of the army; which was read a second time and 
ordered to a third reading. : 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public Lands, ta 
which kad been referred the petition of Jolu Hewson, reported 
a bill for his relief; which was read and ordered toa second 
reading. a 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pensions, reported a 
bill for the relief of Thaddeus Fairbank; which was read twice, 
and referred. g k 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on Pensions, report- 
eda bil to restore to certain invalid pensioners the pensions by 
them relinquished; which was read and ordered to a second 
reading. g , 3 
Tne following resolutions were submitted, considered, and 
adopted: a 

3y Mr. EWING of Hino 

Resolved, That the Com a ' 
ed to inquire into the expediency of providing b 
relinguishment of the reversivary interest of 
inai) Indian reservations made at the treaty ¢ 
canoe, in October, 1532, between the Gover 
States and the Pottawatamie, Otta, and Cbi 

By Mr. ROBINSON: 


wa bidigis. 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands inquire into 
‘the expediency of allowing to George Davenport. the right of 
pre-emption to his farm upon Rock Island, Ilinois. 

By Mr. NORVELL: , 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inquire into 
the expediency of making appropriations for building light- 
houses at New Buffale, Kalamazoo river, North and South 
Black river, Grand river, Saganaw river, Windmill Point at the 
outlet of St. Clair, and upon Stony Point, in the county of Mon- 
roe, State of Michigan; for the improvement of the harbors at 
the mouths of said rivers, at New Butfalo, Havre Ray, the 
mouth of Stony Creek, and at that of Clinton river; to improve 
the harbor at Mackinac; to remove the bar at the mouth of the 
river St. Marie; to build a light-house at that point; and for 
the establishment of a port of entry atthe town of Lower Sai- 
ganaw, in the State of Michigan. 

By Mr. WHITE: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, 
required to inform the Senate whether commissions, or any 
other compensation, is allowed to officers of the army, or to 
other persons who receive salaries monthly, or daily pay, for 
disbursing public moneys in payment of annuities to Indians, 
or for any other purposes connected with the Indian Depart- 
ment; and, if sọ, what is the measure of compensation al- 
lowed or claimed, and to whom have such allowances been 
made, or by whom have such claims been set up, 

The resolution offered by Mr. CALHOUN, calling on the Pre- 
sident for information in regard to the aggression committed 
by the authorities of Bermuda on a southern vessel, freighted 


with slaves, which was driven by distress into the ports of 


Bermuda, being. before the Senate, 
Mr. CALHOUN observed, that the cases referred fo in the 
resolution presented one of the greatest outrages ever commit- 
ted on the rights of individuals by a civilized power. The 
resolution’ proposed to ask from the President copies of any 
correspondence that may have taken place with the British 
Government relative to the seizure, by the British authorises, 
of the slaves who were carried as passengers in two American 
vessels. One of these vessels bad sailed from Wilmington, in 
the State of Nort Carolina, for New Orleans, having on beard 
gome slaves, the property of a gentleman removing from that 
State to the State of Mississippi; and she was wrecked near 
New Providence, where the slaves were forcibly seized and 
detained. The Legislature of North Carolina had, ia conse- 
quence, expressed their disapprobation of such unwarrantable 
conduct, and unanimously passed resolutions calling upon the 
General Government to institute an inquiry into the matter. 
The other case was, that of a vessel bound from Alexandria, 
in the District of Columbia, to Charleston, South Carolina, 
Having miet with very stormy weather, she was forced inte the 
port of Bermuda, where the British authorities took possession 
of the slaves, and set them at liberty, 
was nota clearer constitutional question, than that a vessel 
sailiag from one port of the United States to another, was ‘as 
free from search as the Territory of the United States itself; and 
when a vessel was forced by stress of weather into a foreign port, 
she was entitled to commiseration on accountof her situation. 
The claims ofhumanity, he held, were, in such cases, to be 
superadded to the Jaws of nations. These points being so clear, 
he was astonished that ontrages of this kind had heen commit- 
ted for the last three years. — He did not doubt, for a moment, 
but that the Executive had done his duty, and exercised his ac- 
customed vigilance, in reference to these matters. But still he, 
(Mr. C.) was at a loss to perceive, how it happened, after such a 
lapse of time, that the slaves had not been restored, nor any 
compensation made to the owners. Now, this resolution he 
had trodueed for the purpose of getting information on the 
subject, and inorder that justice might be done to onr citizens. 

At the suggestian of Mr. GRUNDY, Mr. CALHOUN modi- 
fied his resolution, so as to insert iu it the words, provided the 
President does not deem it incompatible with the public inte- 
rests; and the resolution, thus amended, was adopted. 

The bill to prohibit the sales of. the public Jands, except to 
actual settlers, and in limited quantities, was faken up for con- 
sideration. 

Mr. WALKER made a few remarks explanatory of the 
amendments. é 

Mr. RUGGLES moved to amend the fourth section inthe 
third line, by inserting alter the words “any appticant who 
shall prove,” the worda “to the satisfaction of the register and 
receiver,” > 

Mr. WALKER remarked that the amendment was unneces- 
sary, though he had no objection to it, 

Mr. RUGGLES asked tor the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. . 

After some remarks from Messrs. LYON, BAYARD 
WALKER, and EWING of Ohio, i r 

Mr. RUGGLES modified his amendment so as simply to re- 
quire a residence on the tract of three months prior to tiie lst of 
December, 1836. 

On taking the question the amendment was rejected 


yeas 23, 


nays 25. 

Mr. RUGGLES then renewed his motion to insert a provision 
that the cultivation should be proved to the satisfactiun of the 
register and receiver. 

This motion was also rejected—yeas 20, nays 25. 

Mr. KING of Georgia submitted an amendment, reqniring 
that the applicant for a pre-emption shall make oath before the 
register and receiver that he has not received the benefits of 
any pre-emption law heretofore passed by the United States, 

This amendment was rejected by the following voie : 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Calhoun, Clayton, Critten- 
den, Cuthbert, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Kent, King of Alabama. 
King of Georgia, Knight, Morris; Prentiss, Robbins, Ruggles, 
Southard, Swift, Tomlinson, Wall, Websier, and White—2, ” 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Buchanaé, Dana, Ewing of 
Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, Linn, Lyon, 
Moore, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Page, Rives, Robin- 
son, Sevier, Strange, Walker, and Wright—23. 

Mr. KING of Georgia then moved an amendment providing 
“that co pre-emption shall be granted to lands to which the In- 
dians had not been removed at the commencement of such oc- 
cupancy. F F : 

On taking the question this amendment was also rejected— 
yeas 16, nays 25, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clayton, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, 
Kent, King of Georgia, Knight, Nicholas, “Prentiss. Robbins, 
Southard, Swift, Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, and Widie—16, — 

NAYS--Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buchanan, Cuth- 
bert, Dana, Ewing of Minos, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hub- 
bard, King of Alabama, Linn, Lyon, Moore, Mouton, Niles, Nor- 


He insisted that there’ 
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vell, Page, Rives, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, Walker, and 
Wright—25, O 

Mr. EWING of Ohio moved an amendment requiring are- 
sidence of two years in five onthe land ‘instead of one year; 
which wasrejected by the following vote: A , 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clayton, Davis, Ewing of 
Ohio, Kent, King of Georgia, Kmght, Morris, Prentiss, Rob- 
bins, Southard, Swift, Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, and White 
—17. 

NAYS 


Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buchanan, Cuthbert, 


Dana, Ewing of Ilinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, © 


King of Alabama, Linn, Lyon, Moore, Moutor, Nicholas, 
Niles, Norvell, Page, Rives, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, Wal- 
ker, and Wright—26. $ 

Mr. WALKER submitted an amendment to correct an error 
in the copy, to strike out the word “during” and insert the word 
“within,” the effect of which is to require, that the cultivation 
shall be made within the year, instead of during the year. 

Mr. EWING of Ohio, said, that under this amendment the 
mere digging for halfan hour would be a sufficient cultivation. 

Mr. WALKER said, that the arhendment was necessary, be- 
cause as the provision now stood, the settler must prove a ton- 
tinued cultivation during the whole year. 

The question was then taken, and the amendment was adopt- 
ed by the following vote: i 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buchanan, Cuth- 
bert, Ewing of HWinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, 
King of Alabama, Linn, Lyon, Moere, Mouton, Nicholas, Ni 
Norvell, Page, Rives, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, Walker, 
and Wright—25. . is 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clayton, Davis, Ewing of 
Ohio, Kent, King of Georgia, Knight, Prentiss, Robbins, South- 
ard, Swift, Tomlinson, Wall, Webster and White—16. ak 

Mr. CALHOUN, alicr some remarks, said he was eatisfied 
that the time had now arrived when it would be better to sur- 
render to the new States the lands which lie in them. This 
would be better for the new States, as well as the old. : 

He then submitted an amendment, pre g that the public 
lands remaining unsold, shall be ceded to the States in which 
they lie—the Statesto be at the expense of the surveys, and of 
extinguishing the Indian tide, and to relinquish the five per 
cent. now reserved for them for internalimprovements-—the 
States to be restricted from selling the lands for less than $1 25 
per acre tillthe year 1341, after which they are permiued — ~- 
duce the price by a gradual process for twenty years. ‘fhirty 
three and one-third per cent. of the gross amount of the sales is 
to be paid by the States to the Government. The Presidentshall 
close the land offices, and the Commissioners of the Land Offices 
shall cease in each State as soon as l notify the Govern- 
ment ofits acceptance of the ti act. 

Some other conditions and restrictions are imposed, not recol- 
lected by the reporter, 

Mr. BENTON said he should object to make any new arrange- 
ment as regarded the new States to extend over 20 or 30 years, 
because we were on the eve ofa new census. It was highly 
improvident for the new States to do so, taking into considera: 
tion all the other circumstances connected with the subject. 

Mr. BUCHANAN remarked that he had heard a great deal 
upon that floor about briding the people with their own money. 
Such arguments had been erated again and again. ‘They 
had, however, not produced much efect upon his mind, Bat 
upon the same principle these remarks had been formerly made, 
and without intending to make any persona! matter of this with 
the Senator from South Carolina, he must say that this was a 
most splendid bribe. I: gave all our lands, without fee, or with- 
out price, to the western States; and the only restriction upon 
thoge Siates were that they showd not bring all the lands into 
the market at once. 

Now, he had one objection to Whe amendment proposed by 
the Senator trom South Carolina. He believed it was the first 
time that such a proposition had been made upon either floor 
of Congress; and he solemnly did protest against the principle 
that Congress had any right, either in equity or justice, to give 
away that property to any individuals or States whatsoever, This 
land was acquired by the common blood and treasure of the 
county. Sv far as respected the land ceded by the State of 
Virginia, it belonged to the respective States. Ttis theirs, not 
ours, and we had no more right to give it away than we should 
have to give away the property of our own Constituents. Con- 
gress hada right to legislate for its government and security; 
but they had no right to give it to the citizens of the new States; 
no more right than they would have to put their hands into the 
Treasury of tie United States. ‘He, therefore, hoped that the 
amendment would not obtain the sanction of any considerable 
portion of the members of the Senate. 

Mr. BLACK did not feel willing to vote for the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from South Carolina at this time, but 
there was nothing incompatible with the bill already debated, 
why this amendment should not hereafterassume the shape of 
a bill. 

My. KING of Georgia regarded the amendment as infinitely 
beter than the bill. : : 

Mr. WALKER hailed, with great pleasure the-proposition of 
the Senator from South varolina. If proposed to disenthral the 
people of the Western Siates from that abject attitude in which 
they were placed in regard to the General Government. The 
effect of it was to place them at no remote period on the same 
footing as any of the other States of this Union. Whilst he was 
willing to support the bill under consideration, he could not 
withhold expressing his opinian, which was due alike to himself 
and his constituents, that, although he should voto most cheéer- 
fully for the bill reported from the Cammiitee on Public Lands, 
yet he infinitely preferred the bill of the Senator from South 
Carolina. if there was a prospect of that bill becoming a 
law, he would give jthis hearty support. He cared not whether 
a measure came from a political friend or foe, he was inclined 
to do him justice. He wouid return bis thanks tothe honorable 
Senator in the name of the people of the west. He hoped there 
was a majority favorable to the amendment; and if not, he 
should vote for the bill under consideration. 

Mr. LINN would be sorry should there be a majority- in 
favor of the proposed amendment, instead of the’ bill immedi- 
ately: under consideration. Under present circumstances, 
he could not vote for the amendment, and was wiiling to take 
the bill as it was, as the best he could get. 

Mr. SEVIER approved of the amendment, preferring it to 
the bill, but was, at this time, afraid to vote.for it, lest it should 
endanger the bill. 

Aftera few words from Messrs. BENTON, SEVIER, LINN, 
and NORVELL, Mr. CALHOUN’S amendment was rejected 
by the followmg vote: : , 


YEAS—Messrs.. Calhoun, King of Georgia, Moore, Morris, 
Robinson, Sevier, and White—7. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buchanan, Cuthbert, 
Ewing of Ohio, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, Kent, King of Ala- 
bama, Linn, Lyon, Moore, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Page, 
Prentiss, Rives, Robbins, Southard, Strange, Swift, Tomlinson, 
Walker, Wall, and Wright—28. 

After a short discussion, the bill was then ordered to been- 
grossed for a third reading, by the following vote: ` 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buchanan, Cuthbert, 
Ewing of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, King 
of Alabama, Linn, Lyon, Moore, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, 
Norvell, Page, Rives, Robinson, Strange, Walker and Wright 


NAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Kent, King 
of Georgia, Knight, Prentiss, Robbins, Sevier, Swift, Wall, 
Webster, and White—I6. 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, February 7, 1837. 

As soon as the reading of the journal was con- 
cluded, 

Mr. ADAMS rose and said the minutes on the 
journal of the ‘proceedings of yesterday were not, 
in one particular, sufficiently explicit. The jour- 
nal stated that Mr. THompson of South Carolina 
moved a modification of his own resolution “at the 
suggestion of Mr. Lewis of Alabama;” whereas, 
Mr. A. contended, that the journal should set forth 
that Mr. Lewis had moved, or offered to‘move, 
that resolution as an amendment, and that then 
Mr. Tuompson of South Carolina accepted it. 

After some conversation between Messrs. AD- 
AMS, THOMPSON of South Carolina, LAW- 
LER, EVERETT, WILLIAMS of Kentucky, 
ALFORD, ELMORE and MERCER, the journal 
was amended according to the suggestion of Mr. 
Apams. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the unfinished business of yesterday, being the 
“ privileged qnestion” of censure embraced in the 
following resolutions, submitted by Mr. THOMPSON 
of South Carolina: 

1. Resolved, That the Hon. John Quincy Adams, 
by an effort to present a petition from slaves, has 
committed a gross contempt of this House. 

2. Resolved, That the member from Massachu- 
setts, Above named, by creating the impression, 
and leaving the Honse under. such impression, 
that said petition was for the abolition of slavery 
when he knew it was not, has trifled with the 
House. ; 

3. Resolved, That the Hon. John Quincy Adams 
receive the censure of the House for his conduct 
referred to in the preceding resolutions. 

The question pending was the following, sub- 
mitted as a substitute by Mr. Haynes: 

Resolved, That John Quincy Adams, a represen- 
tative from the State of Massachusetts, has ren- 
dered himself justly liable to the severest censure 
of this House, and is censured accordingly, for 
having attempted to present to this House the peti- 
tion of slaves. 

Mr. JENIFER, who was entitled to the floor, 
rose and stated, that he was exceedingly gratified 
to have it in his power to state, that mutual expla- 
nations had taken place between one of his honora- 
ble colleagues, (Mr. Pearce,) and the gentleman 
from New York, (Mr. Cambreleng,) which was 
perfectly satisfactory to all parties. 

Mr. J. then begged leave to propound an inqui- 
Ty to the venerable member from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Adams.) He read the following proceedings 
from the Globe of this morning, and he would re- 
spectfully ask that gentleman if that report was 
correct? ; 

“ Mr. Apams then proceeded, and further pre- 
sented abolition petitions from New Hampshire, 
New York, Michigan, Virginia, (nine ladies in 
Fredericksburg,) &c. ; 

“Mr. Apams next siated he had in his possession 
a paper, upon which he wished to have a decision 
of the Speaker. The paper, he said, came from 
twenty persons declaring themselves io be slaves, 
He wished to know whether the Speaker would 
consider this paper as coming under the rule of the 
House ” 

Mr. ADAM said it must be perfectly within 
the recoliection of the Speaker, that what was there 
Stated in the Globe was correct.. He did not pre- 
Sent the petition, but kept itin his possesion. He had 
stated to the Speaker that he had in his posséssion 
a paper, purporting to be from twenty-two slaves, 


and he had asked the Speaker whether a petition of 
this kind would come under the rule of the 18th of 
January last, and the Speaker said as it was a no- 
vel question, he would take the sense of the House 
uponit. Hehad also stated, before he commenced 
presenting his petitions, that he -had some in his 
possession, which it had occurred to him were 
impositions; as by the order of the 18th of Janua- 
ry members, who had an attachment to the right 
of petition, were liable to imposition. He had 
stated that, among the petitions: which were in his 
possession, he had the suspicion that some of them 
were not genuine, and he would appeal to mem- 
bers to say whether he had not given this state- 
ment when he presented several of his petitions. 
He had given this statement when he stated he 
had in-his possession the petition purporting to be 
from slaves; but he did not say, and no.member of 
the Househad the right to infer, that this paper was 
for the abolition of slavery. It was impessible for 
him to have said any such thing; for if the House 
had received the petition, and it had been read, they 
would instantly have seen that he made a 
false statement. He would, furthermore, say 
that if it had been a petition of slaves for the 
abolition of slavery, he should at least have paused 
before he brought the subject before the House in 
any form. However sacred he might hold the 
right of petition, he would still exercise .a discre- 
tionary power in bringing before the House petitions 
which it was his opinion ought not to be presented; 
that discretionary power, however, he would use 
with prudence, and he would say that the mere cir- 
cumstance of a petition being from slayes would 
not prevent him from presenting it; and if he should 
have incurred the censure of the House for so 
doing, he was ready to receive it. A gentleman 
had said on yesterday that he would as soon receive 
a petition from a horse or a dog as from slaves. 
Sir, said Mr. A. if a horse or a dog had the 
power of speech and of writing, and he shotld send 
him a petition, he would present it to the House; 
ay, if it were from a famished horse or dog, he 
would present it.. What was a petition? It was a 
prayer, a supplication to a superior being; that 
which we offer up to our God; and if the Creator 
of the Universe did not deny to the lowest, the 
_ humblest and the meanest the right of petition and 
supplication, were they to say they would not hear 
the prayer of these petitioners because they were 
slaves? If slaves sent to him a petition for any 
thing unjust or improper, or any thing which the 
House ought not to hear, he would pause at least 
before he asked of the Speaker the same question 
which the asked on yesterday. If, however, on the 
contrary, he should receive a petition from slaves, 
praying that not only himself, but all others who 
presented abolition petitions should desist, because it 
only tended to weld the chains of slavery; and if he 
should receive a petition from slaves, saving that 
they were perfectly satisfied with their situation; 
and that they would rather be slaves than freemen; 
that their masters were kind to them, and that 
when they were reduced to infirmity by old age, 
their masters would take care of them, and praying 
that they might be left in this situation, he would, 
if the House would permit him, present it. 

As he had before said, however, he had not 
presented. this petition to the House, and: he 
was yet waiting the Speaker’s decision before he 
could determine whether he would present it. If 
the House should decide that it was nota paper 
which came under the order of the 18th of January, 
and was not admissible, he should not present it at 
all. He would take this opportunity of saying to 
the House, that however much he might have been 
misunderstood by gentlemen, there was noihing 
farther from his intention than to trifle with the 
House on this occasion; and never in the course of 
his life had he intended to pay a greater respect to 
the rules of the. House, and the rights and privi- 
legés of members. Had he consulted his own 
feelings, he would have presented the paper to the 
House; but, from the respect he paid to the rules of 
House, he had asked the decision of the Chair þe- 
fore he presented the paper. 

Mr. JENIFER said, if the gentleman paid such 
veneration to the right of petition, why noi present 
his petition to the House without asking the de- 
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cision of the Speaker? That gentleman had never 
paid so much regard to the decisions of the Speaker 
heretofore, as it must be within the recollection 
of every gentleman that, on almost every petition 
day, the gentleman had come in collision with the 
Speaker in his efforts to transgress the rules of the 
House; and Mr. J. could not conceive why he had 
paid so much regard to the decision of the Speaker 
on this occasion, unless it was that he wished to 
shield himself behind the decision of the Speaker. 
He hoped the gentleman from Massachusetts 
would perform bis ‘duty, as he considered it, and 
present this petition; and then the [louse would 
know what course to take. Mr. J. felt a deep 
interest in this matter, being from one of the fron- 
tier slave-holding States, and he wished to resist 
at the very threshold every effort to throw fire- 
brands among the slave population. He had here- 
tofore refrained from taking part in these discussions, 
because be did not wish to add to the excitement 
which already existed; but if the gentleman from 
Massachuse:ts should presenta petition. of the kind, 
which raised this discussion, he should not only not 
vote for either of the resclutions which had been 
brought before the House,but he would vote for the 
expulsion of the member presenting it. 

Mr. DROMGOCLE said he preferred action in 
a question of this character rather than debate, and 
he had risen only for the purpese of requesting the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Thompson) 
to accept a modification, he would send to the 
clerk’s table. 

The modification was read as follows: 

1. Resolved, That the Hon. Johs Quincy Adams, 
a member of this House, by sialing, in his place, 
that he had in his possexsion a paper purporting fo 
be be a petition from slaves, and inquiring if it came 
within the meaning of a resolution heretofore 
adopted, (as preliminary to ils presentation) has 
given color to the idea that slaves have the right of 
petition, and of his readiness to be their organ, and 
that for the same he deserves the censure of this 
House. 

2. Resolved, That the aforesaid John Q. Adams 
receive a censure from the Speaker in the presence 
of the TIouse of Representatives. 

Mr. THOMPSON accepted the above as a sub- 
stitute for his own resolution. 

Mr. HAYNES said he had intended to have 
availed himself of the opportunity of making a de- 
fence against the charges thrown out upon those 
who had voted for the resolution of the 18th of 
January. But preferring, with his friend from Vir- 
ginia, action rather than discussion, he would re- 
frain from doing so, and confine himself to with- 
drawing his amendment. 

The question then recurred upon the origina! re- 
solution, as modifed at the suggestion of Mr. 
DROMGOOLE. 

Mr. ELMORE trusted there was no intention of 
arguing this subject, but that the South would pre- 
sent united action, and an undivided front, and 
suffer all mi 

Mr, PICK? a 
lation to his remarks on the adoption of the resolu- 
tion en the L&th ult. viz: that ordering all abolition 
papers on the table. In denouncing that resclu- 
tion itself, he had been mizapprehended, if it had 
been inferred that he coupled with it any dennncia- 
tion of those who voted for it. Heh poken of 
the resolution, both las ) ent, as 
pitifal and cont ib 5 


easions. That op r ) 
seeing the feeling and unanimiiy that, 1t gave him 
pleasure to say, had been manifested on the present 
occasion, and he hoped end trusted that, s 
he was concerned, and so- faras hew 
with the South, they would present but one 
died, single, unbroken phalanx, 

He desired a word of explanation from the gen- 
tleman from New York, (Mr. Cambreleng,) in 
relation to some remarks that were said to fe 
fallen from him yesterday, though Mr. P. himself 
had not heard them. He had been informed this 
morning, that the gentleman had said to the edect 
that he trusted there was virtue and spirit enough 
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(and this was in reply to Mr. P.) in the North an 
in the South, to put down fanaticism in the -one, 
and rebellion in the other. te 

Mr. CAMBRELENG explained. “What he had 
said was, that there was’ virtue and. spirit enough 
among the vast population -of this Union, East, 
West, North, and South, which. would. keep the 
two extremes from breaking down the barriers. of 
the Constitution; but he had not used the word 
“ rebellion,” “but “insurrection,” and had made 
no application to the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina. : i 

Mr. PICKENS was perfectly satusfied, and had 
not himself understood the gentlemen as saying 
what he had referred to, but others had. ` 

Mr. LAWLER then took the floor, and insisted, 
at some length, that the explanation of the member 
from Massachusetts was any thing but satisfactory, 
and he made an earnest appeal to him to retract 
what he had done. 

Mr. ROBERTSON gave his reasons why he 
should vote against the resolution, because it viola- 
ted the freedom of speech, though he considered the 
explanation of that gentleman as anaggravation of 
the original .offence. os 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
ALFORD and HOLSEY in support of the adop- 
tion of the resolution, and by Mr. LINCOLN in 
opposition to it. ‘ 

Mr. BYNUM then addressed’ the House at some 
length, and concluded by submitting the following 
proposition: ` hors 

Strike out all after the word “Resolved,” and in- 
sert, “That an attempt to present any petition or’ 
memoria} from any slave or slaves, or free negro, 
from any partof the Union, is a contempt of the 
Flouse, snd calculated to embroil it in a strife and 
confusion incompatible with the dignity of the 
body; and that any member. guilty of the same, 
justly subjects himself to the censure of the House. 

“Resolved, That a committee be appointed to in- 
quire into the fact whether any such attempt has 
been made by any member of this House, and re- 

ort the same to the House as soon as practicable.” 

Mr. GRAVES addressed the House'at length in 
opposition to the resolutions before the House. ; 

Mr. PHILLIPS then inquired whether the reso- 
lution of the gentleman from North Carolina, 
which was proposed as an amendment, was in or- 
der. He made this inquiry because he considered 
that if this resolution was in order, the subject lost 
its character of a question of privilege. 

The CELAIR decided that it was in order. 

Mr, PILLLLIPS appealed from this decision, and 
went on vriefly to discuss his point of order. 

The CHAR then stated the grounds of his deci- 
sion, and read the parliamentary law on the sub- 
ject; when i f : 

My, PHILLIPS said, to save the time of the 
House, he would withdraw the appeal. g 

Mr. PATTON obtained the fioor, and madè 
some few remarks—invoked gentlemen of the 
South not longer to discuss this subject, but to take 
the vote as soon as northern men were disposed to 
doso, Mr. P. concluded by moving the following 
resolutions as an amendment to the amendment: 

Resolved, That the right of petition does net be- 
Jong to slaves of this Union; that no petition from 
thera can be presented to this House without dero- 
gating from the rights of the slaveholding States, 
and endangering the integrity of the Union. : 

Resolved, That every member who shall hereat- 
ter present any such petition to this House, ought 
to be considered as regardless of the feelings of this 
se, the rights of the South, and an enemy to 
the Union. ; 

resolved, That the Hon. John Q. Adams having 
solcinnly disclaimed a design of doing any thing 

spectful to the House in the inquiry he made 
of weaker as to the right-of petition purporting 
to be from slaves, and having avowed his inten- 
ticn not to offer to present the petition, if the Elouse 
was of opinion that it ought not to be presented— 
therefore all further proceedings as to his conduct 
aves e THOMPSON of South Carolina, regretted 
to see those gentlemen who had been most zealous 
on yesterday, in urging him to introduce his reo- 
lution, and who even said it was not strong enough, 
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falling off one by one from him to-day. The reso- 
lution “as before the House, and he would not 
withdraw it, if it did not get but three votes, be- 
cause he believed the House had been treated with 
disrespect. He then went on in reply to the remarks 
of the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Graves,) 
and the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
Lincoln,) adverting with some severity to the his- 
tory of New England. 

Mr. CALHOON addressed the House at length, 
in support of the resolution. 

Mr. CUSHING followed in opposition to the 
resolution, discussing at some length ‘the right of 
petition, and repelling the indignity cast upon the 
early history of New England by the gentleman 
from Sonth Carolina. 

Mr. FRENCH said he felt much exhausted, and 
wishing to address the House on the subject, he 
hoped the House would adjourn, and he therefore 
moved an adjournment. ` ; 

Mr. VANDERPOEL asked for the yeas and 
nays, but the House refused to order them, and the 
question being taken by tellers was decided in the 
affirmative—ayes 101, noes 34. 

So tHe House adjourned at 6 o’clock, P. M. 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, February 8, 1837. 

The CHAIR announced a communication from the War De- 
partic transmitting a report from the Commissioner of In- 
dian Affairs, relative (o the compensation of Indian agents; and 

Also, a communication from the same, transmitting a report 
from the Second Anditor, relative to the trade with Indian 
tribes: and ou motion of Mr. WHITE, they were severally re- 
ferred ta the Commitee on Indian Affairs, and the first was 
ordeted to be printed. ` y 
Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of —— Scott; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the petition of 14 or 1500 persons 
of the mercantile community of the city of New York, praying 
for the establishment of a national bank in that city. 

Mr. W. said that the petitioners set forth the déranged state 
ofthe currency, aid expressed their opinion thea the eswablis! 
ment ofa bauk in the cits of New York would be highly benei- 
cial to the mereancile community, and have the eflectotregaia- 
Ying tho carrency ant exchanges of the country, 

Accompany ity the petition was a short communication fram 
the committee raised for the purpose of preparing and present- 
ingit. They make known that the signers ave highly respecta- 
ple, and they set forth, what he belicved to be true, from his own 
observation, that these 14 or 1500 names had been brought to- 
gether, without regard to political opinion, Looking over the 
names, and perceiving those of men of different political opin- 
ions, he was satisfied of the correctness of the sentiments avowed 
by the committee. 

His opinions, with regard to the power of Congress to create 
banks, had long been known, and they remained the same, be- 
cause of the necessity of the Government to use some sort of 
banks as fiscal agents. And, he must say, as he had before 
done, that the argument of the honorable Senator opposite, 
(Mr. Morris) made three or four years aga, seemed to him 
(Mr, Wo unanswerable, and that was, that if the Government 
hail the power to passa law to use a corporation, it possess- 
ed the power to Ate one. è 

Now, if the use of a corporation were necessary to the Go- 
yernment in order to carry on the. tiscal operations of the 
country, ibappeared to hini that Congress had precisely the 
same power to create a bank us to pass a law allowing the 
Government to use a corporation of that character, And, he 
had always been of the opinion, that when, by law, Con- 
gave their sanction that the State banke should act as 
agents of the Government; that every argument against the 
constitutionality of the Bank of the United States fell t0 the 

ground, Ee concurred in the opinion of the Senator from 
Ohio, that if Congress had the power to use, it had the power 
to create. 

_ When this subject was last before the Senate, he expressed 
hig determination never again to moet it, until public opinion 
should have besn clearly and most unequivocally expressed. 
He had, therefore, great pleasure in presenting the memorial. 
The experience of the last forty years had shewn that the 
country required an institution to regulate its fiscal concerns. 
He, however, well knew that any movement here on the sub- 
ject was of no use, unti public opinion should bave demanded 
it. “That public opinion would undergo a change, he believed, 
and that at no remote period. Ie believed 1 was the opinion, 
not only of the mercantile portion of the people of New York, 
hut of the people generally from this city to Maino, that five- 
sixth of the banks are necessary to regūlate the currency as 
well as the exchanges of the couutry. = 

"he jnemorial was then laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. , 

Mr LI presented two petitions, numerously signed by 
citizens of Carroll und Clay counties, Missouri, praying for die 
establishment of an additional land office: referred to the Com- 
miitee on Public Lanes. 

Mr. TIPTON presented the petiion of sundry crizens of 
Indiana, praying for the passage of d law granting pre-emption 

ights to the settlers on the public lands: referred to the same 
committee. mart 

Mro MORRIS presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Loraine county, Ohio, praying for the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. WALKER objected to the reception of the petition; and, 

On motion‘of Mr. GRUNDY, the question of reception was 
laid on the-table.. 3 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, to which had 
heen referred the bilt from the House for the relief of Brastis 
Fairbanks and ‘Thadeus Fairbanks, reported the same without 
amendment; and, eee 

>On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, and by wnanimous consent, the 


_ the 4th of Mareh next. 
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bill was considered as in Committee of the Whole, and ordered 
math i 


Fox indians. - 

Mr. CALHOUN gave notice that he would to-morrow ask 
leave to introduce a bill to cede the public lands to the States in 
which they tie, on equitable provisions. ea 

Mr. EWING of Hiinois, from the Committee on Claims, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Gad Humphries; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. ! 

The bill to amend thé act of the Jast session establishing 

branches of the United States Mint, was tead the third time and 
“passed. l- 
i A message was received from the House of Representatives 
by Mr. Franklin, their clerk, stating that the House had ap- 
pointed the honorable Levi Lincoin a teller on their part, 
under the joint resolution to regulate the mode of counting the 
votes for Presidentand Vice President of the United States, and 
that the House was ready to receive the Senate, and to pro- 
cced to count the said votes, in conformity with the Constitu- 
tion, and in pursuance of the said joint resolution. 

The Senate then left the Senate Chamber, and proceeded to 
the Honse of Representatives, preceded by their Secretary and 
Sergeant-at-arms 


EVENING SESSION. 

The Senate having returned from the House of Representa- 
tives, the President resumed the chair; when ` 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the joint committee appointed on the 
subject of counting the votes for President and Vice President, 
&c. &c. reported the following resolution, in further execution 
of the duties assigned to them: 

Resolved, That a committee of one member be appointed by 
the Senate to join a committee of two members to be appointed 
by the House of Representatives, to wait on Martin Van Bu- 
REN, of New York, andinform him that he has been constitu- 
tionally elected by the electors of the several States, President of 
the United States, for four years from the 4th day of March, 1837. 

The resolution was adopted, and Mr. Grunpy was chosen on 
the part of the Senate. 

Mr. GRUNDY then, on the part of the joint committee sub- 
mitted the fallowing resolution, which, by unanimous consent, 
was considered and adopted: 

Wuereas, upon counting the electoral votes in the presence 
of the two JTouses of Congress, given at the late election for Pre- 
sident and Vice President of the United States, iLappears that no 
person has recceived for the office of Vice President of the 
United States a majority of the votes of the whole number of 
electors appointed, and icalso appear hat Ricnarp M. JORN- 
son of Kentucky, and Francis GRANGER of New York, have the 
highest numbers on the list of Ghose voted for to Âli the office of 
Vice President, 

Resoleed, That the Senate du now preceed to choose a Vice 
President from the said Ricarp M. Jonnson and Francis 
Gracen, they having the two highest numbers on the list, and 
tha manner of voting shall be as follows: The Secretary of the 
Senate shall call the names of Senators in alphabetical order, 
and each Senator will, when his name is called, name the per- 
son for whom he votes; andif a majority of the whole number 
of Senators shall vote for either the said Ricuarp M. Jonson 
or FRANCIS GRANGER, he shall be declared, by the presiding 
officer of the Senate, constitutionally clected Vice President of 
the United States for four years, commencing on the 4th day of 
March next. ; 

{n pursuance of the above resolution, the names of the seve- 
ral Senators were called over in alphabetical order, and they 
voted as follows: 

For Ricuarp M, Jouxson of Kentucky-—Messrs. Benton, 
Black, Brown, Buchanan, Cuthbert, Dana, Ewing of Hlinois, 
Fulton, Grunily, Hendricks, Hubbard, King of Alabama, King 
of Georgia, Linn, Lyon, McKean, Moore, Morris, Mouton, 
Nicholas. Nites, Norvell, Page, Parker, Rives, Robinson, Rug- 
glee, Sevier, Strange, Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, and Wright 

For Francis Grancer of New York—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Kent, Knicht, 
Prentiss, Robbins, Southard, Spence, Swift, Tomlinson, Wall, 
and Webster: 

The President of the Senate then anncunced the result as 
follows: 


The whole number of Senators of the United States is - 52 


Majority necessary to a choice - - ~ - 27 

Quorum required by the Constitution - - 2° 85 

Whole number of Senators present and votes - =- 49 
Of these— 

Ricuanp M. Jcunson of Kentucky received - - 33 

Francis Graneer of New Yori - . é 16 


Erom which it appears that Ricuarp M. Jounsonof Ken- 
tucky, having the votes of a majority of the whole number of 
Senators as required by the Constitution of the United Staies, 
is duly elected; and I, therefore, declare that RICHARD M. 
JOHNSON of Kentucky hasbeen chosen by the Senate, in pnr- 
guance of the provisions contained in the Constitution, Vice 
President of the United States for four years, commencing 
with the 4th day of March next. i Z 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the joint committee, submitted a reso- 
lution that a committee of three members be appointed to 
on Renardo M. Jonnson of Kentucky, and inform: hiñ 
that he has been constitutionally elected by the Senate, Vice 
President of the United States for four years, commencing with 


The resolution being adopted, Meests. GRUNDY, NILES, 
and ROBINSON were appointed as the committee by the 
Chair. 

‘The Senate then adjourned. 
_ Errata. Mr. Brown’s remarks in the Senate, published 
in yesterday’s paper, relative to printing the joint resolutions 
presented by Me. Bayanan, on the subject of the expunging re- 
solutions, an error occurred in attributing the allusion by him 
to“ Hcesann, as having formerly presented certain in- 
structions, &r. instead of “ Mr. Hine.” the tate Senator. 

in the report ofthe proceedings of the Senate inthe Globe of 
yesterday. it is stated that. Mr. RueeLes’s motion toamend by 
inserting the words “to the satisfaction of the Register and 


Rece iver,” was lost. 
This is incorrect, the motion prevailed. 


. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
WEDNESDAY, Feb. S, 1837. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ghio rose aml remarked, that as this 
was the day set apart for the special order, (pa the election of 
President and Vice President of the United States) he would 
submit to the judgment of the House whether it would not be 
expedient to pass over the question of privilege (on the resolu- 
tionof censure upon Mr, Adams) then under consideration, for 
the present, and-either pass to the orders of the day, and take 
up the business on the Speakers table, or give the committees 
an opportunity of making reports during the. morning hour. 
He boped this might be done without any special motion to 
that effect. For himself, he would prefer that the House 
would consent to the presentation of reports. 

The CHAIR remarked, that he had two messages from the 
President of the United States, and several Executive commu- 
nications, which would be firstin order. 

Mr. GHOLSON objected, on the ground, he said, that he was. 
desirous of having the business beiore the House first disposed 


of. 

The CHAIR did not understand the suggesiion of the gentle- 
man from Ohio, as contemplating an extension of the postpone- 
ment of the privileged question beyond the morning hour. 

Mr. GHOLSON stili objecting on the ground above stated, 

Mr. WHITTLESEY moved a suspension of tho rule, for the 
purpose of submitting a motion to postpone the question of pri- 
vilege under consideration, till the special order of the day was 
disposed of. 

Mr. GHOLSON asked for the yeasand nays; but they were 
not ordered. 

The motion to suspend was agreed to,as was also that to 
postpone the question of privilege, severally without, a divi- 


sion. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the following message 
from the Preskdent of the United States: 

To the Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

In compliance with the resolution of the House of Represen- 
tatives of the 3d instant, I herewith transmit the report of the 
Secretary of the Navy, which affords all the information re- 
quired by said resolution, The President begs leave to add, 
ihat he trustsail facilities will be given to this exploring expe- 
dison that Congress can bestow, and the honor of the nation de- 
mands. ANDREW JACKSON. 

Wushingion, Feb. 6, 1837, i 


On motion of Mr. PHILLIPS, the message was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed. i 

The SPEAKER then laid before the House the following 
message from the President of the United States, in relation to 
our affairs with Mexico: 

[Sce Senate proceeding: of yesterday. ] 

The message having been read 

On motion of RELENG, it was referred to the 
Comuniuee on For and ordered to be printed, 

The SPBA SER Jaid betore the House the following Executive 
communications. 

L Acommmnication from the Secretary of War, traosmitting 
the general returns of the militia of the United States, of their 
arms, accoutrements, &c.; which, on motion of Mr. TROMP- 
SON of Ohio, was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

2. A communication from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
pursuance of a resolution of the Mouse of the 3d of January, 
calling on the Secretary of the Treasury for the correspon- 
dence between the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
and the Land Office at Fort Wayne, Indiana; which, on motion 
of Mr. McCARTY, was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. ; 

3. A communication from the Secretary of War, in answer to 
a resolution of the 20th of December last, transmitting copies of 
orders issued, calling into the service of the United States volun- 
teers and milinamen during the past recess of Congress; which, 
on motion of Mr. WITILTLESEY, was laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

4, A communication from the Secretary of War, transmitting 
a report from the Third Auditor, on the subject of our inter- 
course with the Indian tribes. 

Mr. GRENNELL moved that this communication be referred 
to the Committee on Indian Afairs. £ 

Mr. EVERETT moved that the further consideration of this 
communication be postponed until to-morrow, which was agreed 
to. 

Subsequently, on motion of Mr. EVERETT, this vote was re- 
considered, and the communication was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs. s 
5, A communication from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting areport of the Commissioner on Indian Affairs, showing, 
the number of persons engaged in that service, with the com- 
pensation paid to each; which, on motion of Mr. GRENNELL, 
was laid on the table, and orderedto be printed. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the select committee, appointed to ex- 


direct the printing ofas many copies of the jo 
proceedings, as they may think proper for the ofthe mem- 
bers, to be laid on the table with the report of the commiltee, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to amend the resolution by in- 
serting that the number of copies to be printed shall nor exceed 
1030; which was agreed to, and the resolution as amended was 
agreed to. j 

Mr. ASHLEY. from the Committee en, Indian Aflait 
ported the folowing resolution, whi 
adanted: 

Resolved, That che Commitee on In 
to inquire into the expediency of prov 
ment of such portions of annuities to the À 
Sacs and Fox nation of Indi 
der the several. treaties of 1804, 
to thera such other reliefas the cieu ances altending their 
application for payment may appear just and proper, 

Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, report- 
ed a bili relating to pensions chargeable on the navy pension 
fund; read twice and committed toa Committee of the Whole 
on the State of the Union . : 

Mr. INGERSOLL stated that he had been appointed one ofthe 
tellers on the part of the House appointed to count the votes for 
President and Vice President of the United States, and that. he, 
finding it would be impossibie for him to be present at the meet- 
ing of the two houses, therefore asked to be-excused aud 
that another be appointed in his place, which was agreed to, 


ry + re- 
h was considered and 


n Affairs be instructed 
; law forthe pay- 
6url band of the 
c due to them un- 

and of nung 


. WAREHOUSING SYSTEM. 5 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of Ways and 

Means, reported a bili to authorize merchandise to be deposited 
in the public stores, and for other purposes: read twice, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 
` DEBENTURES. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the same committe», also report- 
ed a bill repealing a provision in the act of the 14th July, 1832, 
entitled an act to alter and amend the several acts imposing du- 
ties on imports, and for reducing the limitation on debentures: 
read twice, and laid over. ~ nL 

(The provision of the act propased to be repealed by this pill, 
is the one making it the duty ofthe collector to have the goods 
sold when the duties are due; and restores the old act, which, 
allowed them to remain in the public stores for nine months 
andone month for advertising; in other words, ten months. ] 

Mr. PATTON, from the Joint Committee on the Library, 
reported a bill to continue the provision for the increase and 
improvement of the law library of Congr read twice and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. CUSHING, from the Commitee on Foreign Affairs, re- 
ported a bijl for the relief of the legal representatives of Wil- 
liam Tudor, junior: read twice and committed- 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of certain Tennessee volunteers: 
road twice and commitied toa Commitee ofthe Whole onthe 
state of the Union. ` 

Mr. WIITTLESEY, from the same committee, also re- 
ported a hill providing for paying three companies of mi iti 
enlisted in the State of Indiana, and called into the serv 
the United States: read twice, and committed to a Committee 
of the Whole on the state ofthe Union.: 

Mr. MUDLENBERG, fromthe Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, reported Senate bill for the reliefof the heirs and Jegal 
representatives of Dr. John Ramsay, deceased, without amend- 
ment; which, was committed, 

Mr. MUHLENBERG, from the same committee, also report- 
od Senate bill, without amendment, for the relief of James M’ 
Crary, which was commited. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, re- 
ported a resolution ordering the report and accompanying do- 
cuments in relation to certain surveys in the State of Maine to 
be printe. forthe use of the House, which was concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. JARVIS, the Committee on Naval Affairs 
were discharged irom the further consideration of the resolution 
adopted by the flouge of the 3d Feb, relative to a examination 
of Georges Bank, for the purpose of ascertaining the practica- 
bility of forming an artificial island; and the same was referred 
to the Commitieeon Commerce, 

Mr. JAYNES, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, re- 
ported without amendment, Senate bill, entitled an act to au- 
thorize the Secretary of War to adjust and pay to Benjamin 
Murphy, of Arkansas, the value of his corn, cattle, an 
taken by the Cherokee Indians in the month of December, 1828; 
which was committed. 

Mr. STOKER, from the Committee on Revolutionary Pen. 
sions, reported a bill for the relief of Christopher Denison: read 
twice and committed. 

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT 
i OF TIIG UNITED STATES. 

This being the day specially set apart by a jeint resolution 
for the two Houses to convene in joint meeting, for the purpose 
of opening and counting the electoral votes given by the several 
States for Prosident and Vice Presidentof the United Slates, 

Mr. HAYNES said, as the hour had nearly elapsed, he beg- 
ged to propound an inquiry to the Chair, in relation to the order 
in which the Senate should be received by the House, on occa- 
sions like the present. 

The CHAIR stated in reply that the usual course had hereto- 
fore been for the House, some short iime before the arrival of 
the hour, to send a message to the Senate, informing that hody 
that the House was in readiness to receive them, and count the 
votes, The Chair stated further that, so faras he had been in-* 
formed, the mode of recciving the Senate by the House, was 
for the members to'stand uncovered. 

Mr. PATTON moved that, while the votes were being 
sue ladies be admitted to the privilege of the floor of the 

Tall. 

Mr. JARVIS objected. 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts, moved a suspension of the 
xule: agreed to yes 141, noes not counted; and Mr. Parron’s 
motion was a to without a division. 

Mr. ANTHONY inquired if it was necessary to move that a 
committee wait upon the Senate, and, if so, whether the chair- 
man of the Select Committee on the subject should appoint a 
sub-committee, or the Speaker of the House? 

The CHAIR stated, in reply, that upon every occasion of this 
kind, with a single exception, the invariable course had been 
to send a message to the Senate by the Clerk. In one instance 
only the message had been transmitted by a committee of two 
members of the Tfouse, who were also appointed to conduct the 
Senate into the Hall, but that was a departure from the formor 
practice, 

Mr. ANTHONY moved thata message be then sent to the 
Senate by the © ork, notifying that body that the Tlouse was in 
yeadiness to receive them, and count the votes for President and 
Vice President of the United States. 

The CHAIR stated, that before putting the question, that the 
seats on the right of the Mpeaker’s chair had been provided 

r miodation of the Senate, and others proviled for 
to which they belonged. 
motion was then put and agreed to. 
élt the House, the aie shortly af- 
dent of the Senate, the Hon, 
WILL .G,of Alabama, at their hei preceded by 
the Secretary aud #erjeant-at-arms of the Senate, and were re- 
ceived at tie door of the halland conducted to the seat assigned 
thom hy the Serjeant-at-arms ofthe House of Representatives, 
all the mem? cing uncovered and rising in their places. 
When theenators had taken the seats assigned them, and 
the President of the Seante had seated if atthe right of the 
Speaker, the tellers took theirs at the Clerk’s table. 
T'he tellers were, for the Senate: 
The Hoa. FELIX GRUNDY. 
For the House of Representatives: 
The Hon. FRANCIS THOMAS, 

+ The Hon. LEVI LINCOLN. 
i The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE then rose and said: 
The two Houses being now convened for the purpose of count 


ter enter: 


ing the electoral-votes of the several States for President ‘and 


Vice President of the United States, the President of the Senate 
will, in pursuance of the provisions of the Constitulion, pro- 
ceed to open the votes and deliver them to the tellers, in order 
that they may be counted. ` 
eee present to the tellers the electoral vote of the State of 

aine,.. j 

The tellers then counted the votes, and aunounced them as 
follows, severally, in their order, the same form having been 
observed in every case; the tellers also reading the qualifica- 
tions of the electors, and the certificates of their elections: 


$ at For President. | Vice President. 
poi 5 z= te a a PAS x a 
ga $ asl lE 
os a : 5j aj 2 5 
Š Ši Siaces a Š E a 3 k is 
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EE rie EE 
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1 | Maine, | 10) 
7 | New Hampshire, 7 
14 | Massachusetts, l4 
4 | Rhode Isand, 4 : 
8 | Connecticar, | 8 
7 | Vermont, 7 val 
42 | New York, 42) | 
8 | New Jersey, 8 | 8 
30 | Pennsylvania, | 20 
3 | Detaware, 3j 3 
10 | Maryland, 10; 10 
23 | Virginia, 23) 23 
15 | North Carolina, 15 15 
11 | South Carolina, u n 
11 | Georgia, it 11 
15 | Kentucky, 15i 15 
15 | Tennessee, | 15 15 
21 | Ohio, 21 2h 
5 | Louisiana, 5 5 
4 i Mississippi, aj 4 
9 | Indiana, g l9 
5 | Ilinois, f 5 
7 | Alacuma, 7 7 
4 | Missouri, 4 4 
3 | Arkansas, 3i 3 
23 | Michigan; 3 3 
294 | Whole number of | 170) 14 73) 1 98 147| 77) 47) 23 
electors, were the | 
| vote of Michigay i i 
} counted. H | i 
Necessary, were | | : 
i the votes of Mi- | 
chigan counted. | 
291 | Whole number of | 167} 14| 73) 11| 26) 144| 77) 47| 28 
electors, were the 
votes of Michigan 
not counted, 


a E E E SE SE 
The PRESIDENT of the Senate then announced the result, 
as reported by the tellers, as follows: 
FOR PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 
For Martin Van Boren of New York— 


If the votes of Michigan be courted -~ - - 170 
Ifthe votes of Michi: be not counted - - - 167 
For Wini1aM Ifsxry f argisox of Ohio - r Pama es) 
For Huen Lawson Warre ol Tennessce + - + 36 
For Dante, WenstEr of Massachusetts - - + A 
For Wittig P. Maneem of North Carolina - - - vu 


It therefore appears, continued the PRESIDENT, that, were 
the votes of Michigan to be counted, the result would be for 
Martin Van Buren, for President of the United States, 170 
votes; ifthe votes of Michigan be not counted, MARTIN VAN 
Buren then has (67 votes. In either event MARTIN VAN 
BUREN of New York is elected PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES, and J therefore declare that MARTIN 
VAN BUREN, he syeceiveda majority of the whole number 
of electoral votes, is duly elected President of the United States 
for four years, commencing the fourth day of March, 1837. 

The Prusipenr of the Senate then announced the votes 
for Vice President of the United States, as reported by the tel- 
lers, as follows: 

For Ricwarp M. Jonxsox of Kentucky, 
1f the Votes of Michigan be counted - - - 147 


If the votes of Michigan be not counted - - 144 
For Francis GRANGER of New York - - : 77 
Yor Jons Triax of Virginia z Š n 5 47 
For Witiiam Smiri of Alabama ` . - 23 


nears, continued the President, that, were the 
votes of Michigan co d, the highest number of votes for 
Vice President of the United States would be 147, and if those 
votes be not counted, the highest mimber of votes for that office 
willbe 144. But, in either event. no person has received ama- 
jority of the electoral votes for Vice President of the United 
States, and I do therefore delare that no person having re- 
ceived such majority, no person has been elected to shat office; 
that RICHARD M. JOTINSON of Kentucky, and FRANCIS 
GRANGER of New York, are the two highest on the list, and 
it now devolves on ih ate of the United States, as provided 
in the Constitution, from. e two persons to elect a Vice Pre- 
sident ovthe United States, 

He then announced that the object for which the two Ffouses 
were assembled under the Constitution had been accomplished, 
and that the Senators would retire to their chamber in order. 

The Senators then rese and retired in the order they came, the 
members of the House rising in their places and remaining un- 
covered? 

Mr. THOMAS, from che committee on the part of the House 
of Represcniatives, to join such committee as might be appoint- 
èd on the part of the Senate, to ascertain and report a mode of 
examining the votes for President and Vice President of the 
United States, and of notifying the persons elected of their elec- 
tion, reported: 


Te therefore a 


That the Joint Committee, in farther execution of the duties 
with which they were charged bythe twe houses of Congress, 
have agreed to the following resolucion, ifs Ww their commit: 
tee recommend to the House of Representa to concur: 

Resolved, Thata committee of one member of the Senate he 
appointed hy that body to joita committee of two members of 
he lTouse of Representatives, to be appoluted by that House; 
to Waiton Martin Van Buren of New York, andnotify him that 
he has been duly elected President of the United Statek, for four 
years, commencing with the 4th day of March, 1837, A 

The above resolution having been concurred in, 

On motien of Mr. GLASCOCK, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 

THurspavy, February 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, it was 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify the Touse of Representa- 

tives that the Senate have, in pursuance of the provisions of the 

Constitution, chosen Ricnarp M. Jounson of Kentucky Vice 

dent of the United Siates for four years, commencing 
with the fourth of March next. 2 è 

Me. SWIT presented a petition from sundry cidzens of 

ing for the abolition of slavery and the slave 


9, 1837. 


BROWN moved to Jay the que 
ı motion w greed to--yeas 25, nays 12, as follows: 
Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Cuth- 
hert, Dana, Ewing of Nuncis, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, Kent, 
King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Lyon, Moore, Nicholas, 
Norvell, Preston, ggles, Sivange, Sallmadge, 
Walker, White, . 

NAYS—-Mes: 
Prentiss, Robbins, Southard, Swift, Tipton, 
ster-—12, 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, the Committee on Commerce was 
ischareed froin the further consideration of the petition of sun- 
dry citizens of Beaufort, North Carolina, praying for the erec- 
tion ofa marine hospital, that subject being already reported 
on. k 

Mr. DAVIS from the same committee, reported without 
amendment the bil) forthe relief of the owners of the brig De. 
spatch and cargo. , 

Mr. D. from the same commities, reported without amend- 
ment the | rem the House to change the name of the Digh- 
ton collection district, in Massachusetts, 10 that of Fall River; 
and on motion of Mr. D. and by unanimous consent, the bill 

ws considered as in Committee oi the Whole, and ordered toa 
thrd reading. P : 

Mr. RUGGLES, on leave, introdnced a bill authorizing the 
Commissioner of Patents to issue a patent to James Sunith; 
which was real and ordered to a second r $ 

Mr. CALTIOUN in pursuance of noaeo given, asked and ob- 
tained leave and introduced a bill to cede w tho now States the 
public lands which lie in them, on certain conditions; which 
was rea‘. ` f 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, the bill wasread the second 
ime; when 
É Mr. ROLINEON moved to refer it to a select committee, 

Mr. WEBSTER moved a re-consideration of the. vote, order- 
ing the bill to a second reading, with a view to have that ques- 
tion taken by yeas and nays to-morrow. f i 

The CHAIR said that the motion was not in order, as the 
guestion pending was the referente of the bill. 

‘After some remarks from Messrs. WALKER, CALHOUN, 
WEBSTER, CLAY, BENTON, and HU BBARD, 

Mr. ROBINSON withdrew his motion; and 

Mr. WEBSTER, by general consent, moved to reconsider 

the vote ordering the bill to a second readmg; and the question 
ted in the afiirnuative, as follows: 
x ward, Bron, Buchanan, Clay, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Hubbard, 
Kent, King ef Georgia, Knight, Niles, Page, Parker, Prentiss, 
Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, Southard, Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, 
Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, and Wright—29, aye 

NAYS— Messrs. Benton, Black, Calhoun, Ewing of Minois, 
Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, King of Alabama, Linn, Lyon, 
McKean, Moore, Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Preston, 
Robbins, Sevier, Lipton, Walker, and White~-22, 

The bill to prohibit the sales of the public lands except to aç- 
tual settlers, and in limited quantities, came up on a third read- 
ing; and, afera debate, in which Messrs, CALHOUN, GRUN- 
DE WALKER, CLAY, TIPTON, EWING of Ohio, and DA- 
VIS took part, was read a third time and passed—yeas 27, nays 
23, as follows: 

23,08 Na Benton, Black, Brown, Buchanan, Cuthbert, 
Ewing of Hingis, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, King 
of Alabama. Linn, Lyon, Moore, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Nor- 

i Strange, Tallmadge, Tip- 


1 è 
Mlaytou, Hendricks, Knight, McKean, Niles, 


Vall, and Web- 


vell, Page, Parker, Rives, Robinson, 
ton, Walker, and Wright—27. 


, Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, 
nt. King of Georgia, Knight, McKean, 
s, Ruggles, Sovier, Southard, Spence, 
eet Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, and White—-23. 
ie WALKER moved to amend the title of thé bill so as to, 
read, à bill to arrest the monopoly of the public lands; un At, 
the suggestion of Mr. SRUN DY, withdrew the motion; and Mr. 
GRUNDY moved to addto the title the words “and for other 
purposes,” which was agreed to; and ek, 
The Senate adjourned. 


NAYVS—Messrs. Baya 
Davis, Ewing of Ohio, 
Morris. Prentiss, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: . 
Trorspay, February 9, 1837. 0 oo, : 
The CHAIR announced the unfinished business, being the- 
involved in the consideration of the-fol- 
THOMPSON, was 
Dromeoous, as fol- 


question of privilege, mvo 
lowing resolutions in relation to Mr, Adams, 
The original xesoinlion moved by Mr. 
modified by him, at the suggestion of Mr. 
Wess 2 
Fe olred, L That the Hon. John Quincy Adams, a member ef 
this House, by stating, in his place, that he had m his posses- 
sion a paper purporting to ve a petition Ji om slaves, and iñe 
quiring if 1t came within the meaning ofa resolution heretofore 
atopted, (as preliminary t91 presentation) has givea color ta 
the ides that slaves have the ght of petition, and of his rendis. 
ness to be their organ, and that forthe same he deserves the 


censure of this House. 
2. Resolved, That the 


aforesaid Johu Q. Adame receive a 


‘censure from the Speaker in the presencé of the House of Rè- 
presentatives. : 
Mr. BYNUM had offered the following as a substitute: 
Strike out all after the word “Resolved,” and insert, “That 
an attempt to present any petition or memorial from any slave 
„or slaves, or free negro, from any part of the Union, is a con- 
tempt of the House, and calculated to embroil it in a strife and 


confusion incompatible with the dignity of the body; and that . 


any member guilty of the same, justly subjects himself to the 

censure- of the House. i 
“Resolved, Thata committee bs appointed to inquire into the 

fact whether any such attempt has been made by any member 


of this House, and report the same tothe House as soon as prac“ 


ticable,”” 5 

The question immediately pending was the following amend- 
ment tothe amendment, moved by Mr. PATTON: 

Resolved, That the right of petition does not belong to slaves 
of this Union; that no petition from them can be presented to this 
House without derogating from the rights of the slaveholding 
States, and endangering the integrity of the Union. 

Resolved, That every member who shall hereafter present 
any such petition to this House, ought to be considered as re- 
gardless of the feelings of this House, the rights of the South, 
and an enemy to the Union. 

Resolved, That the Hon. John Q. Adams, having solemnly 
disclaimed a design of doing any thing disrespectful to the House 
in the inquiry he made of the Speaker as to the right of petition 
purporting to he from slaves; and having avowed his intention 
not to offer to present the petition, if the House was of opinion 
that it ought not to be presented—therefore all further proceed- 
ings as to his conduct now cease. 

Mr. FRENCH, who was entitled to the floor, addressed the 
House at length in support of the reso!ution under considera- 
tion. He first went into an examination of the Constitution to 
show what the ultimate efforts of the abotiitionists, if they were 
countenanced in their efforts, must lead to; and to show that 
the right of petition alone belonged to those who were entitled 
to theright of ropresentation. The people of the T, States, he ar- 
gued, who had elected delegates to a convention to form a Con- 
stitution, and their posterity, were the only persons who were ie- 
gitimately entitled to the right of petition; and Indians and ne- 
groes were not entitled to this privilege. The right of petition 
went hand in hand with the right of representation. Ife ad- 
mitted that our Government had received the petitions of fo- 
reigners and of Indian tribes, and he regretted to say there was 
now onthe Speaker’s tabie a petition from free negroes; but he 
was glad there was a pending metion to have this latter petition 
removed from the table; but these petitions were only admit. 
ted by the acquiescence of the Government; and those petition- 
ere could not claim the right of forcing their petitions upon the 
Government. : 

The Constitution recognised the institution of slavery, and 
he hoped those gentlemen who lived in those sections of coun 
try where the abolitionists were most numerous, would im- 
press upon their minds the necessity of desisting from their 
efforts, Mr, T. said, suppose that three-fifths of the slave popu- 
lation of I ana be equal to one-half of the white popula- 
tion, would the abolitionists attempt to deprive that State of 
half of her representation, by the abolition of slavery within 
her limits. The southern people had no desire to deprive: ny of 
tho northorn States of one-half of their representatian, and he 
hoped the samo feeling prevailed in the non-slavctolding States 
towards the southern States. ` 

With regard to the resolution of the 18th of January, he did 
hot consider that it either abriged or enlarged the rightof peti- 
tion. By adopting trat resolution the majority of the Touse 
were endeavoring to silence agitation on this question of abo- 
lition, to put an end to agitation by receiving and laying these 
petiuions on the table. 

Towards the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr, 
Adams, ) Mr F, had always extended the greatest indulgence, 
both from respect to his high character, the high station he 
had filled, and his high attainments; bur, at the same time, he 
feltit to be his duty to mete out to him thé same justice for the 
contempl he had shown to the House which he wonid to the 
most humble member on that floor, Tf, however, a majority 
of the House should differ with him, and shouht consider that 
the explanations which the gentleman had made were sufficient. 
be itso; he had discharged his duty. ? 

* 


My, MILLIGAN said he did not tise for the purpose ofen- 
tering into this discussion: his object wag rather to arrest it. 
With this design he had made several efforts to get the Noor 
when the subject was Jast under discussion, buthad failed. How- 
ever much he might have regretted the course pursued by the 
fentleman, it must be evident that the present discussion could 
ead to no practical good. Me. M. said he came irom a section 
of country from which he thought he could look on this ques- 
tion impartially, The people of the State from which he 
came, whatever their opinions might be as to the abstract 
question of slavery, considered the question settied by the 
Constitution, and that the matter rested alone with those States 
in which slavery existed, to regulate itas they might deem pro- 
per. “They admitted that it was a subject for local legislation: 
and, whether it was a blessing or a curse, they were disposed 
to allow those States to manage it in their own way. As the 
triend, therefore, of both sections of the Union, he invoked of 
gonnemen k wikara this exciting question, and cease a dis 
nature so agitating. He appealed to his friends 
from the North, that while they: stood fh as the ae 
advocates of the right of petition, not to exercise it in a man- 
ner to intertere with the rights of others; and he appealed to 
those gentlemen from the South, who were so much excited on 
this occasion, to withdraw discussion of this kind. Mr. M 
knew there was no intention, on the part of their northern 
brethren, to interfere in this-matter of slavery, and that those 
who kept up the agitation in the North were but a very amal} 
number. Mr. M. concluded, by moving to lay the resolution 
and all pending amendments, on the table. i 

Mr. GHOLSON called for the yeas and nayston thism3e 

Mr. ADAMS rose and. said, that if he should say any thing 
now which was not strietly in accordance with the rules of the 
House, he hoped he would be excused, considering the position 
he occupied. He did not desire these resolutions to be laid on 
the table without being heard. 

Mr, GHOLSON called Mr. ADAMS to order. 

Mr. MILLIGAN said, if the gentleman from Massachusetts 
felt at all aggrieved by the motion to lay the resolutions on the 
table, he would withdraw it. 

Mr: ADAMS did feel aggrieved by the motion to lay cn the 
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Mi. MILLIGAN then withdrew the motion to lay the reson- 
tions on the table. . . 

Mr. ADAMS did not wish to interrupt the. deliberations of 
the House, but ifthe résolution of censure was to be passed, he 
wished to be heard in his own defence. If the resolution did 
not pass, he would then ask of the House to determine on the 
only question which would be then before it. 

Mr. EVANS insisted ‘hat the charge of offence, on the partof 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, was too vague to justify a 
vote ofcensure uponhim. There was nothing specific. The 


resolution did not set forth any thing like contempt towards the » 


House, or even an infringement of its rules, but that he had 
“given color to the idea” that slaves had the right to petition. 
Mr. Ẹ. held that the House had the right to punish a member 
for a determined violation of its rules; because, otherwise, the 
whole business of the country might be obstructed by a disor- 
derly member; but no man could be punished for the expres- 
sio ofhis honest opinions. The limitation to this, such as per 


sonalities, reflections upon the past conduct of the House, &c. < 


were expressly laid down in the lex parliamentaria, With ve- 
ference to the right of slaves to petition, he said there were 
casesembracing it. It had been said, also, the slave had no 
constitutional rights butthrough his master. This was not so; 
and he put the cases of murder, or unprovoked assault, and that 
of alleged kidnaping, where his Jegal rights were recognised 


' and frequently put in force. 


Mr. PICKENS explained, that if the gentleman from Maine 
was alluding to hisargument, ke (Mr. P.) had not said the slave 
had no legalrights, but that he had no constitutional or political 
rights. That was a question he should like to hear the gentle- 
man argue. 

Mr. EVANS wasreferring to constitutions] or legal rights, 
which he insisted had been secured to the slave. He then ad- 
verted to the general character of the petitions praying for the 
abolition of slavery in the Distriet of Columbia, in none of 
which was there found any harsh language in relation to the 
peculiar institutions of the South or southern men, nor any ex- 
pressed or implied wish to interfere with tbose institutions. 
There mght be a few solitary eptions, but it should be 
borne in mind that there was much warmih on both sides. 

he right or the abolitionists to petition, however, should 
have been respected, and their memorials continned to be re- 
ceived as they formerly had been. While this was done, their 
numbers were few, and their efforts feeble; but they had in- 

reased im numbers, and become more powerful, from the 
manner in which they had heen treated by Congress. They 
contended thet slavery was a great moral, socjal, and pol itical 
evil, and was, besides, indefensible by argument; and the refu- 
sal of the House to listen ta them, end argue with them, justi- 
fied them, in their own opinion, in these allegations; but there 
was nothing insulting in this. ven that language was bor- 
rowed from Virginia; and he was about to cite some passages 
from the debates in that State on the adoption of the Constitn- 
tion, containing thigdeclaration. when 

Mr. PATTON arose, and hoped the Chair would restrict the 
limits of the debate within the proper range of order. Uf the 
gentleman was suffered to go onin this way, it must be obvisus 
that adehate was springing ap which wouid he interminable. 

The CiTAIR reminded the House that he had several times 
interposed to contine the debate wiihin the proper limits, and 
had repeatedly reininded gentlemen that they were taking 100 
wide a range, but in the performance ef ihat duty he had not 
been sustained by the House. As lie had heen calted upon, 
however, be should enforce the rule, and take the sens? of the 
House whether the gendemen from. Maine should be aliowed 
to proceed. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG asked for the yeas and nays; giving, 
as a reason for so doing, that upon this vote would d 
whether the business of ihe session should be entirely set a 
@: not. 

The yeas and nays having heen ordered, and the CHAIR be. 
ing about to propomnd the question, 

Mr. ELMORE wished to say one word. Ife was perfectly 
willing, if it should be the wish of the House ts hear the ques-- 
tion fully discussed, but other wis ; 

Several members here rose a 

Mr. CLAIBORNE of Mississippi caught Ube eye of the Chair, 
and inquired if this motion fer leave was debateable. i 
Relhe CLAM belicved ii was not. 

My. WISE would submit whether 
of deciding whethera ë 
Was there any precedent sor it? 
practice heretofore been 
course of remarks of ge 
teman oljected to the d ofthe Chair, that he then teok 
an appeal?) Mr, W. w to know if the of of the Chair 

was not to interpose in that manner, and why had it been de- 
parted from in the present case? Was it not the duty of the 
Chair to decide him outof order, and he would further inquire 
whether the question could be propounded to, and decided 
by, the House before an appeal was taken? Finally, he 
would inquire why this distinction.} 

The CHAIR wiil state the question.’ There is no difficulty. 

Mr. WISE. Lan not through yet, sir. " 

The CHAIR. There is no appeal, Dut the Chair will require 
the gendeman from Virginia to reduce his point to wridng, 

Mr. PATTON said, as tho peint of order might consume 
more time perhaps than the remarks of the gentioman, he would 
withdraw it. 

Mr. ELMORU did not speak in anger, but with a view to 
make anappeal to the gentleman fromMaine. Pe would k 
gest to that gentleman that they had already irritating topi 
enough before the House, and if he should be disposed to goon, 
an angry debate must necessarily grow out of it, on both sides 
ofthe Jouse, that would, perhaps, be interminable; and, let 
him ask. what good could result from it? 

Mr. EVANS would accept the application of the member 
from South Carelina in a corresponding spirit. He could 
assure that gentleman that he had endeavored not to say any 


addressed the Chair. 


is was the pro 
n Was relevant or 
On the 


ver mode 


rt 
egen- 


; thing ofan irritating or angry nature. He wished, however, the 


member had thought cf that a little earlier. He wished gentle- 
men on that side of the House had thought of this when denoune- 
ing the whole northern country, and the whole of New Eng- 


| land, in very Clear language. and cailing upon members from 


that region to abstain from doing their cuty in presenting their 


|. Petitions, and when they charged, and almost directly. northern 


gentlemen with aiding, abetting, and assisting in getiing up ps- 
titions, when they knew that all these chargee did not justly at- 
tach tothem, = : 

Mr. ELMORE said, if the gentleman from Maine had heard 
his former remarks a few days ago, he would find that hig pre- 


. the House were d 


gënt remark did not, at least, apply to him. He had then 
deprecated discussion, but he did not fear.it, nor was he un- 
willing to go, or would shrink from going, into it, if it were 
brought up. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina wished to disabuse him- 
self of a falsc impression of the tenor of his remarks, as he was 
the member who ope.ed the dehate. Now, in the preliminary 
remarks he had made, he should regard himselfas unpardon- 
able if he had not confined himself, as strictly ae he could, to 
the question before the House, and alluded to no topics either 
of an irritating or angry character. . The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts had asked if the people. of the Norih were to be 
denied the privilege of sympathizing in human suffering, of 
sympathizing for the oppressed, and those held in bondage as 
property. It was in reply to these remarks that Mr. T. had 
made his own. He had, however, used no epithets, but had 
adverted, as he conceived he had. a perfect right to do, to the 
history of New England, and certain authentic facts connected 
with it. This he had done in repelling the attack made upon 
the South. we 

Mr. BYNUM concurred with the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Xr. Patton,) which seemed to be agreed on all bands, that the 
gentleman from Maine had certainly departed, in this instance, 
from the subject properly under discussion, and he should re- 
new the point of order. : 

Mr. EVANS explained. What he had said was, that very 
many of the gentlemen who charged those of the North, and 
the petitioners for the abolition of slavery in the District of Co- 
Jumbia, with using language not justified in reference to 
southern tution language not courteous to themselves, 
and showing a misconception of the institutions of slavery, 
had themselves used the same language. He wanted to rescue 
these petitioners, himself, and others, from the charge of first 
using such language, luc that it had Leen used-in all ume. 

Mr. BYNUM. Ifthe object of the gentleman be to argue the 
question of slavery, he hoped no southern man would counte- 
nance it, by arguing it also. It was a subject that House 
could not settle, and had no right fo intermecdie with in any 
manner whatsoever. f p 

Mr. EVANS. Iam not going to discuss the question of sla- 


very. going— i 
My. wasalso proceeding, when 


rose to a subject of order, Both gentle- 


Mr. GHOLSON ) 
ed. to address the House at the same 


men could not be suffe 
time. p g 

The CHAIN said, the gentleman from Maine was in posses- 
sion of the floor, and if any gentleman called him to order, he 
must reduce it to wiring . i 

Mr. EVANS was not gaing to discuss the question of the in- 
stitution of slavery. They of the North had been charged with 
the use of words in reference to the institutions of the South, 
for which they had been held responsible. Now, he wanted to 
show that it was language ihey had borrowed from them. 
selves. He wanted also to show they were not guilty of the 
charge of undermining the prosperity of the South. Ho sed 
that many gentlemen on thet foor complained that they held 
th thatslavery was an evil, Well, they did, and so 
did many of the South themseives, aud that was what he was 
about to prove, But the North did not hold the present hold. 
ers of that species of property, as many supposed, responsible 
for it. They regarded ut, ov the contrary, asan institution fixed, 
and found in existence, and tolerated among m, leng before 
the present time. He was about to show that that language, in 
reference to the institution of slavery, was language held by 
slave holders themselves, and that those of the North had mo- 
deiled their ideas from Southern authority. Mr. W. was again 
proceeding to read from the debates in the Virginia convention, 
when ` 

Mr. HARRISON of Missouri ted, and the CHAIR 
sustained the point that no gentlerss could, undey the rules, 
read any paper to the House withontits kave. . 

Mr. DAWSON hoped the gentieman from Missouri would 
withdraw his objection. 

Mr. EVANS. I cannot yield the 

Mr, HARRISON, Ical the gentlemen 


> oerder, ough, if 
ü the subject 


of slavery, he was ti 

Mr. EVANS. 1wi waive that part o 

The CHAIR. Docs the gentleman 
his point or erder? 

Mr. GHOLSON. The 
his argument on the sub 
from the book. 

Mr. ANTHONY moved that the question he taken, and asked 
for the yeasand nays; but, after a few words from the CHAIR 
withdrew his motion, g i 

Mr. BOULDIN would be anxious for the gentleman to pro- 

ed. 

The CHAIR said it was for the Mouse to determine, 

Mr BOULDIN rose ugain, and was proceeding, when 

Mr. EVERETT called the gentleman to order; and asked if 
there was any question before the House? 

The CHAIR stated the question raised by Mr, HARRISON, 
and decided in favor ofihe point of order raised by that gentle- 
man. He suggested to the House that they take the question 
on the motion to grant leave for the gentleman to proceed. 

Mr. ELMORE took an appeal from the decision of the Chair, 
for the purpose, he said, of getting an opportunity of setting 
himselfright on the subject. He was for allowing. the gentle- 
man from Maine togo on, according to his own judgment and 
his own discretion; and he wasalso for holding that gentleman 
responsible, My, E. did not want to stifle debate, but to leave it 
perfectly open. We of the South (continued Mr. E.) did not 
fear discussion on this subject, here or elsewhere, in any man- 
net in which it could be broeght forward; but I would submit 
to that gentleman, and to those who act with him, that ifthere 
was any thing that could jead to the most lamentable conse- 
quences, it is the very course they are now pursuing. The 
gentleman from Maine had asked “why was not this call 
made upon him ai an earlier period of. this debate? 

Mr. E. hoped the gentleman would remember that he had, 
at the commencement of it, called upon all his friends, upon all 
the members from the South, to vote, and not to speak, upon 
the subject; for it was one catculated, in is consequences, to 
bring the different portions of the country into direct conflict, 
Tt was that he might save the country, if possible, from a pos- 
ture of affairs that could net but be most disastrous. At the 
same time, however, he was willing that they should be-un- 
derstood; but upon those of the North be the responsibility . 

It was said that they ofthe South had provoked this attack 


ventleman from Maine does not waive 
ect OF slavery, but oniy the reading 


-upon themselves; that they had been the first in denowneing 


the gentleman of the North, and had been pursuing a course of 
debate that called for a reply. Tle denied this. Had the gen- 
tlemen forgotten what was then on the table? Had they 

Mr. VANDERPOBL called the gentleman to order. He un- 
derstood the question the gentleman arose to discuss was the 
appeal from the decision of the Chair, and he had not, as yet, 
even adverted to it. 

Mr. ELMORE said, if the gentleman had spared his breath 
on# moment, he shouldhave concluded. He had risen simply 
to deprecate the allegation brought by the member from 
Maine. He then withdrew his appeal, and moved that the gen- 
tleman have leave to goon. 

Mr. ANTHONY renewed the appeal. He stated that he did 
so because it was evident that, from the commencement of the 
debate till that time, a great deal had been already said of a 
moat irritating character on both sides, and that irritation would 
only increase as it progressed, if it was suffered to proceed 
He was the only member from his own State who had taken 
any part in the subject, and he had moved the previous ques- 
tion, but there were so many cries of “No!” “No!” that he 
was induced to withdraw his motion. He did it to arrest the 
excitement he saw growing outof the subject, and he made the 
present appeal for the same purpose, 

The CHAIR again suggested that the hest mode would be to 
take the question on the motion forthe gentleman from Maine 
to proceed. 

Mr. ANTHONY did not wish to sive the gentlemen on either 
side leave to continue this discussion of slavery aay further, 
aad he therefore hoped every moderate man in the House 
would join him in arresting its further progress. Mr. A. then 
withdrew his »ppeal, and expressed a hope that the question 
would, according to the judicious suggestion of the Chair, beat 
nce taken on granting leave for the gentleman from Malye to 
proceed. ; 

Mr. GLASCOCK yrose,to address the Fouss; but 

The CHAIR raninded the gentleman that this was not a de- 
bateable question, 

Mr. GLASCOCK wished 


bject any further; and Mr. G. was 
recently taken by that gen- 
iesce. On the call to order, 
peal 


© cours 
d io acy 
at, anil did nos takc an a 


Ueman, that he w 
the gentleman had take 
from the decision of the Chair. 
leave were withdrawn, al! 


tleman from M: 

Mr. GUASOOCK moved to 
worls, Cif lie feets disposed to do so. 

The CHAIR propomnded the question at length, as follows: 
The genilenian from Maine is called io order because he is 
speaking of the opinions of others on the subject of slavery, 
when that question is not before the House. ‘The Chair decides 
that itis not in order to discuss the question of siavery, or to 
cite the opinions ofothers upon that subject on the question he- 
fore the House. The gentleman from Maine resumed his seat, 
and acquis:ced in the decision of the Chair, taking no appeal. 
Nhe roie require’, therefore, that before the gentleman could 

roceed, the senseof the House must be taken; if the decision 

ad been in favor of the member called to order, he would pro- 
ceed us a matter of course, 

Mr. FEAR RISON of Miczonvi begged to inquire whether, if 
the gentleman should be permitted to proceed by a vots of the 
House, he must not still confine himself within the rules of the 
House? 

Mr. BOUVLDIN. 
ashe had done 

The CHAT 
rules of debate. 

Mr. EVANS did not want to dise 
supposed he wanted to d 
wasnotso, He did not w 
but to confine himself to v 
had preceded him, Thi 
He had been sirictly on the defen 
a charge made against tt 

ast 


è motion by adding the 


Ho would, he expecied, go on pretty rauch 


said the gentleman would still be limited to the 


$3. 


3 matter, Gentlemen 
ution of siavery, but it 
uceauy bew topics Hiere, 
had been opened by those wno 
ed, was what he had done. 
ive—on the defensive against 
e and distinguished member 
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from’ Massachuse r. Adams,) for presenting petitions to 
that House contair language ofensive to the South, He 


wished to prove this was not so, | 
originally from the South, in st 

Mr. E. should not proceed at al 
it which way it might. 


jut that the- language came 
nee and in terms. 
on the vate of the Tfouse, be 


man te trocced 
“as he pleased. ast š 

Toe CHAIR said if leave should be granted, the gentleman 
must still proceed in order. 

Mr. ALFORD remarked that ifthe gentleman went on a lit- 
tle, he would soon explain his perpose. 

Mr. BRIGGS. he gentleman dit not himseifask leave, but 
refused, beforehand, to proceed on the vote ofthe house, What 
would be the use ef granting leave? 

Mr. ELMORE repiied, the gentteman asks what would be the 
object of granting leave? It was that the House might not be 
charged with having choked the member down, but that he 
might he permitted to go on upon his own responsibility. : 

Mr. PATTON then read the following modification of his 
amendment: 

Resolved, That any member who shall hereafter present to 
the House any petition from the slaves in this Union, ought to 
be considered as regardless of the feelings of the House, the 
rights of the Southern States, and unfriendly to the Union. 

Resolved, ‘That the Hon. Joun Q. Adams, having solemnly 
disclaimed ail design of doing any thing disrespectful to the 
House, in the inquiry he made of the Speaker, as to the petition 
purporting to be from slaves; and having avowed his intention 
not to offer to present the petition to the Honse, was of opinion 
that it onght not {e he presented: therefore, all farther pro- 
ceedings in regard to his conduct do now cease. 

Mr. ELMORE withdrew his motion. 

Mr. PATTON moved the above, which ; 

Mr. THOMPSON accepted, and Mr. BYNUM withdrew his 
amendment- ROON NE b 

Mr. ELMORE then renewed bis motion in relation to grant- 
ing leave to Me. EVANS, and after a few words from Messrs. 
BRIGGS, PHILLIPS and MERCER, it was agreed io, 

Mr. EVANS then rose and said, that the course of remarks 
he was pursuing having been decided to be out of order, if he 
should again proceed he would still be pronounced to be out of 
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order, which from the first had been fax from hisintention. He 
intended, certainly, and thought he was standing on the defen- 
sive, and there he meant to stand. Had he been permitted to 
proceed, he should have concluded in a few minutes. Te had, 
however, several other things to say, but as they would be pro- 
nounced out of order, and he be again required to take his seat, 
he had expressed a disposition not to proceed if the House 
voted him leave, because that vote for leave would carry upon 
its face the implication that he was seeking to introduce topics 
not pertinent to the question. He therefore would notconciude 
the observations he designed making on this resolution, except 
by saying that he should vote against it. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved the previous question. 

Mr. ADAMS appealed to Mr. V. to withdraw this motion, to 
allow him to submit some remarks to the House. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL could not withdraw the motion, unless 
the gentleman from Massachusetts would pledge himself to re- 
new the motion when he had concluded his remarks. 

Mr. ADAMS said it was not in his power to comply with this 
request, because he desired to have the opportunity of a full 
hearing in his own defence, and he had hoped he would be 
granted the privilege, 

Mr. KENNON moved to lay the whole subject on the table 

Mr. RENCHER called for the yeas and nays on this motion, 
which were ordered, and were— yeas 50, nays 144, as follows: 


YRAS—Messrs. Chilton Alian, Anthony, Ash, Barton, Bell, 
Black. Bockee, Carr, Casey, Chancy, Chapin, Chetwood. Cra- 
mer, Crary, Doubleday, Dunlap, Farlin, Forester, Fry, Fuller, 
Rice Garland, Hannegan. Henderson, Hubley, Huntington, Jo- 
seph Johnson, Richard M. Jonson, Cave Johnson, Kennon, 
Kiingensmith, Lansing, Laporte, Gideon Lee, Joshua Tee, 
Logan, Job Mann, Moses Mason, McCarty, McKay, McKim, 
Morgan, Muhlenberg, Parks, Patterson; Phelps, Joseph Rey- 
nolds, Seymour, Sickles, ‘Taylor, and Turvill—50. 

NAYS—-Messrs. Adams, Alford, Heman Allen, Bailey, Bond, 
Boon, Bouldin, Bovee. Boyd, Briggs, Brown, Buchanan. By- 
nam, John Cathoon, William B. Cathoun, Vambreleng, Camp- 
bell, Carter, George Chambers, John Chambers, Chapman, 
Childs, N. H. Claiborne, John F. H. Claiborne, Clark, Cleve- 
Jana, Connor, Corwin, Craig, Crane, Cushing, Darlington, 
Dawson. Deberry, Denny, Dromgovle, Efner, Elmore, Evans, 
Everett, French, Gholson, Glascock, Graham, Granger. Grant- 
lend, Graves, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Haley, Hiland Ball, 
Hard, Mardin, Harlan. Harper, Samuel S. Harrison, Tawkins, 
Yazeltine, Hoar, Wolsey, Hol, Hopkins, Howard, Howell, 
Huntsman, Ingham, Witliam Jackson. Janes, Jarvis, Jenifer, 
Flenry Johnson, John W. Jones, Lane, Lawler, Lawrence. Lay, 
Thomas Ler, Leonard, Lewis. Lincoin, Love, Loyal, Lucas, 
Yvon, Abiinh Mann, Martin. Sampson Mason, Maury, May, 
Wiliam McComas, Tho. M. T. McKenuan, John McKeon, 
MeLene, Mercer, Miller, Milligan, Montgomery, Owens, Page, 
Parker, Patton, Dutee J. Pearce, James A. Pearce. Pearson, 
Phillips. Pickens, Pinckney, Pots, Reed, Rencher, John Rey- 
nods, Richardson, Robertson. Rogers, Russell, Schenck, Wil- 
liam B. Shepard, Augustine JI. Sheprerd, Shinn. Slade, Sloane, 
Spangler, Standefer, Steele, Storer, Sutherland. John Thomsen, 
Waddy Thompson, Und rnael, Wagener. Ward, 
Wardwell, Webster. v, Thomas 
T. Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Wise, Veil, and Young—144. 

So the motion to lay oa the table was decided in the negative. 

Mr. GRANGER said he roscasa representative of the State 
of New York, to appeal to his colleague to withdraw his motion, 
to allow the gentleman from Massachuscits to make some re- 
marks in his own defence. Is a member of this House not to 
be nermitted— ` 

The CHAIR said it was not in order to entertain debate after 
the previous question was moved 

Mr. BRIGGS inquired if it was not in order to make an inquiry 
of the gentleman from New York? 

Mr. VANDERPOED said he had considered of what he had 
done. and he could not withdraw the motion he had made. 

Mr. REED wished to know how the present resolasion got 
before the House. 

The CHATR explained that it was a modification of the 
former resointions. 

Mr. REED made a point that the resolution kefere the House 
was notin order, because other resolutions asd amendments 
were pending. 

The CHAIR decided that the resolution was in order, and ex- 

lained that the amer ithdrawn. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina wished to know if the 
gentleman from} chusetts (Mr. Reed) had appealed from 
the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. REED sppeated from the decision of the Chair, but, 
after a few explanations between him and the Chair, he with- 
drow the anneal. 

Mr. BRIGGS then rai 
first resolution of the 
relation to the subject af 
under the order of the H 

The CHAIR decided chat the ri 
ary 

From this 
House, and was p to debate the appeal, when 

The CHAIR informed him, that this appeal could not be de. 
bated, inasmuch asthe previous question had been moved. 

Mr. BRIGGS then called for the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered, but withdrew the appeal before the vote was ta ken. 

Mr. ADAMS then made a pont of order, that inasmuch as 
the first resolution was not upon the subject then pending before 
the House, namely, the question of privilege, it could not be en- 
tertained. > 

The SPEAKER decided that the resolution was in order, and 
stated the grounds ofhis decision. . 

Mr. ADAMS appealed from this decision, and was proceeding 
to make some remarks, when > 

Mr GHOLSON called him to ofder. 


lution of the 18th of Janu- 
on, and shat it was in order. 


_ Mr. ADAMS then asked the consent of the House to submit | 


some remarks. | 4 

The CHAIR said this could only be done by the general con- 
sent of the Ilouse. | 

Mr. GHFOLSON objected, i f 

Mr. BRIGGS moved asuspension of the rules, for the pur- 
pose of allowing the gentleman from Massachusets, (Mr. 
Adams.) to address the House. . 

The CHAIR decided this motion to be out of order, inasmuch 
as the previous question hed heen moved. é i 

Mr. WISE rose to inquire whether it was in“brder to modify 
a privileged question, so asto make it any thing else than a 
privileged question. 


The CHAIR said the modification of-the regolution.at present 
before the House was in order. oa ; 

Mr WISE remarked, that he had nothing more to say on this , 
subject. ` 

Mr. HOWELL wished to know whether these resolutiona 
did not éffect a change of the rules of the House. Bet. 

The CHAIR did net consider that they did. ` 

The question was then taken on the second to the previous 
question, when itappeared that the previous gestion Was not.. 
seconded—ayes 79, noes 100, . Pace 

Mr. WISE then said, he wished. merely to remark, that he’ 
hope the House, after hearing as they ought to hear, the gen: ; 
tleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams,) would be disposed 
to take the question without further debate; because he had an 
important matter to lay before the House from ene of the selest 
committee. > ` . 

_. Mr. ADAMS then proceeded to address the House at great . 
length in tefence of his conduct. - 

Mr. HANNEGAN then obtained the floor, and meyed the . 
previous question, but withdrew the motion at the request of 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON, who made some remarks in 
reply to Mr. Apams, and then renewed the motion for the pre- 
vious question; which was seconded by the House—ayes 93, 
noes 42. : 

Mc. WILLIAMS of North Carolina moved to lay the whole 
subject on the table. 

Mr. GHOLSON called 
ordered. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD mc ved an adjournment. 

Mr. BOULDIN called for the yeas and pays, which were 
not ordered, and the motion to adjourn was decided in the ne- 
gative. g 

‘The question was then taken on the motion to Jay on the ta- 
ble, an:} decided in themegative--yeas 59, nays 137, as follows; 

YEas— srs. Anthony, Ash, Ashley, Barton, Beale, Beau- 
mont, Bell, Black, Bockee, Bond, Cambreleng, Casey, Chaney, 
Chapia, Corwin, Cushman, Doubleday, Dunlap, Forester, 
Fry, Failer, Galbraith, Rice Garland, Gilet, Harper, Hen- 
derson, Howell, Hubley, Huntington, Cave Johnson, Kennon, 
Kilgore. Klingensmith, Lane, Laporte, Leonard, Logan, Job 
Mann, Sampson Mason, McCarty, McKay, McKeon, Morgan, 
Muhienberg, Parks, Patterson, Phelps, Joseph Reynolds, Sey- 
mour. Sic n Tarihi, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Web- 

i rd Wise—39. , 
ilon Allan, Ileman Al- 
len, Bailey, Borden, Bouldin, Boyd, Briggs. Brown, Buchanan, 
Barns. Bynum, Jodn Cathoon, Wiliam B. Calhoun, Camp- 
bell, George Ci 


for the yeas and nays, which were 


Y 


Graham, 
Griffin, Walcy, 
Hardin, Same 


Shields, Shinn, Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Sprague, Standefer, 
Storer. Sutherland, John Thomson, Waddy Thompson, Under- 
wood, Ward, Wardwell, Elisha Whittlesey, Thomas T. Whit- 
tlesey, Sherrod Williams, and Yeli— 187, 

go the motion to lay on the table was decided in the negative. 

Mr. WILLIARIS of Kentucky called for the yeasand nays 
on ordering the main quesiinn, which were not ordered, and the 
main Guostion was then orleyerd to be pat. 
LCAMPRELENG called fora division of the question, so 
asta take the vote separately on cach resolution, 

Wr, ANTHONY called for the yeas and nays on the adop- 
tion of the first resoiution; which were ordered. 

Mr. PARKER called for a division of the first resolution, 
making the first branch of the resolution end with the word 
“ House.” ; 


SPRAKER decided this to be out of order, as the latter 
of the resolution would not be a substantive proposition 
ich coukl! stand by itself. 

he question was then taken the first resolution, and decided + 
i yoas 92, nays 105. as follows: 

Atford, Banle, Bell, Bouldin, Boyd, Bynum, J. 
g Campbell. Carter, J. Chambers,Chepman, 
N. H. Claibome, J. K. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, 
ig, Cramer, Cushman, Dawson, Deberry, Dromgoole, Dun- 
lap, Elmore, Forester, French, James Garland, Rice Garland, 
son, ascock, Graham, Grantland, Graves, Grayson, 
n, Joseph Hall, Hamer Hannegan, Hardin, Albert G. 
on, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, 
Huntsman, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, Cave Jolins John W, 
Lawier, Lewis, Loyal, Lucas, Lyon, Abijah Mann. Mar 
tin. Moses Mason, Manry, McKay, McLene, Mercer, Miller, 

Tonigomer: 7 y Patton, Peyton, Pickens, Pinck- 
ney, Rencher, Joseph Reyno sRichardeon, Robertson, Rogers, 
William B. Shepard, Aug 1, Shepperd, Shields, Stande- 


Y 7 
Calhoon, Cambrele 


fer, Taliaferro, Thon addy ‘Thompson, Turner, Vander- 
poe! Ward, White, Lewis Wita Sherrod Wibiarns, Wise, 


and Yell—82 


. Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, An- 
y ton, Beaumont, Black, Bockee, Bond, 

. Buchanan, Burns, W. B. Calhoun, 

ney Chapin, Chetwood; Childs, 


Chambers, 


mia Jones, F 
Lawrence, Lay, T 
b Mann, Sampson W ; 

var, Morris, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Patterson, D. J. Pearce, 
Pearson, Phelps, Phillips, Potts. Reed, J. Reynolds, Russell, 
Schenck. Seymour, Shinn, Sickles, Siade, Sloan. Spangler, 
Sprague, Storer, Sutherland, Jobn Thomson, Underwood, 
Wagener, Wardwell, Werster, Weeks, Elisha Whittlesey, 
and Thomas T. Whitflesey--1C5.- 


170 


So the first resolution was rejected. ERa t 

Mr. PICKENS rose and said, as the first resolution had been 
rejected, hs hoped the mover would withdraw the second. 

The CHAIR replied that the resolution could not now be with- 
awn. $ 
aam HANNEGAN moved to lay the second resolution on the 

table; which was pronounced to be ont of order. _ 

The question was then taken.on the second resolution by yeas 
and nays, and decided in the negative—yeas 22, nays 137, as fol- 
lows: ` . 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Black, John Calhoon, Carter, Nathan- 
iel H. Claibome, John F. H. Claiborne, Craig, Deberry, Dun- 
lap, Gholson, Huntsman, Jenifer, Lawler, Abijah Mann, Mau- 
ry, Robertson, Shields, Standefer, Wagener and. Sherrod 
Williamis—22.. . 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, Antho: 
ny, Bailey, Barton, Beaumont, Bockee, Bond, Borden, Bouldin, 
Boyd, Briggs, Brown; Buchanan, Burns, William B, Calhoun, 
Cambreleng, Campbell. Carr, Casey, George Chambers, John 
Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, Chetwood, Childs, 
Clark, Cleveland, Corwin, Crane, Cushing, Cushman, Dar- 
lington, Denny, Doubleday, Evans, Everett, Fowler, French, 
Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, Granger, Graves, Grayson, Grennell, 
Haley, Joseph Wall, H. Hall, Hamer, Hard, Hardin, Harper, 
Samael S. Harrison, Hawkins, Waynes, Hazeltine, Henderson, 
Herod, Hoar, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Howell, Hubley, Hunt, 
Huntington, Ingersoll, Ingham, William Jackson, Janes, Jarvis, 
Josept: Johnson, Cave Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Kennon, Kil- 

ore, Kiingengsmith, Lane, Laporie, Lawrence, Lay, Thomas 

ee, Lincoln, Logan, Love, Tacas, Job Mann, Moses Mason, 
Sampson Masuni; McCarty, McKay, McKennan, Miller, Milli- 
gan, Montgomery, Morgan, Morris, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, 
Patterson, Dutee J. Pearce, Pearson, Peyton, Phelps, Phillips, 
Pinckney, Potts, Reed, John Reynolds, Richardson, Russell, 
Schenck, Seymour. Augustine H. Shepperd, Shinn, Slade, 
Sloane,‘ Spangler, Sprague, Storer, Sutherland, Thomas, John 
Thomson, Turner, Underwood, Vanderpoel, Wardwell, Web- 
ster, Weeks, White, Blisha Whittlesey, Thomas T. Whittlesey, 
Lewis, Williams, and Wise—137. 

So the second resolution was rejected. 

Mr. LANE moved thet the House adjourn. 

Mr. WISE called for the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and were~—yeas 72, nays £4. . 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. McCARTY moved a reconsideration of the vote by which 
a communication from the Treasury Department, transmitting 
the correspondence between the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office and the laud office at Fort Wayne, Indiana, was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands; which motion lies 


A 
Ar WISE then rose and said: Mr. Speaker, 1 thank the 
House fornot adjourning. I will detain it but for afew mo- 
ments, and 1 should not press the matter f have to bring to its 
notice at this time, Dut for the fact that to-morrow, and, indeed, 
during the whole time of the sessions of the House, my duty 
will'call my attention to the select committes of which Taui a 
member, and from the character of the report itself. Tt isa re- 
portaflecting a question of privilege. , : 

Lam directed, continued Mr. W. by the committee appointed 
on the 17th of January Jast, to report the following resolution, 
which, I will premise, was adopted by the unanimous vote of 
the committee. Mr, W. then read as follows: 

“Reuban M. Whitney, who has been summoned as a witness 
before this committee, Nave: by letter, informed the commit. 
tee of his peremptory refusal to attend, itbecomes the duty of 
the committee to make the Mouse acquainted with the fact; 
therefore, , , 

“Resolved. That the chairman be directed to report the let- 
ter of Reuben M. Whitney to the Mouse, that such order may 
be taken thereon as the dignity and character of the House re- 
quire.” a X ; 

Mr. W. reiterated the fact that this resolution had been wa- 
nimously adopted, and he sent tothe Clerk’s table the letter of 
the witness, together with another letter showing the manner in 
which the former had been communicated to the select commit. 
tee. 

(This letter was from the Hon. Asian Mann of New York, 
but, on application, it could not be obtained. 1 , 

[The witness's letter will be found in the Globe of Thursday. ] 

Mr. W. continued. Twill remark, sir, that by this communi- 
cation from the member of the committee into whose hands 
the letter of the witness fell before it fellinto mine, this letter 
of this contumacious witness reached the committee, but I 
could not, from self-respect, present it. Sir, I considered it dis- 
respectful to the committee, as much es to myself personally. I 
ask that it be read. : 

Mr, PEARCE of Rhode Island said, under the supposition 
that this subject would come up as the first business in order 
to-morrow morning, and as it was one that would be likely to 
produce debate, he moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. MANN of New York asked the gentleman from Rhode 
Island to withdraw the motion fora moment to enable him to 
move that the question be postponed till to-morrow, and that 
the letter of the wituess, and the accompanying decumenis, be 
printed. 5 , i 

Mr. PEARCE accordingly withdrew the motion, 

Mr. WISE. I hope this House will not order that letter to 
he printed until they see whether it be fit to be printed or not. 

My. PEARCE then renewed his motion, and 

‘The House adjourned at 7 o'clock, P, M. 


To the Publishers of the Globe: 
Housz Rre’s, Feb. 9, 1837, 

Gewriemen: Tn your paper of this morning, con- 
taininga report of the debate on Tuesday last, I find 
I was misunderstood by the reporter when he Says, 
“Mr, Jenifer, who was entitled to the fioor, stated 
that he was gratified to have it in his power to state 
that “mutual explanations had taken place between 
his colleague (Mr. Pearce,) and the gentleman 
from New York, (Mr. Cambreleng,) which were 
perfectly satisfactory to ail parties.’ ” The remarks 
were, “thata voluntary explanation had heen made 
since the adjournment of the House, by the gentle- 
man from New York to my colleague, which was 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


satisfactory.” My colleague had no explanation 
to make. Your obd’t servant, 
E i D. JENIFER. 


e IN SENATE, 
> Fripay, February 10, 1837. 

The CHAIR presented a memorial from the Mayor and 
Common Council of the city of Mobile, praying for an appro- 
priation for removing the obstructions in Mobile bay: referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also a memorial from an individual, (name not heard,) 
stating that he is confined in prison for a debt alleged to be due 
to the United States, and praying to be allowed to contest the 
Gaim, which he denies is justly due: 1eferred to the Committee 
ov the Judiciary. i i f 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the joint committee appointed to wait 
on the Hoa. MARTIN VAN Buren, and inform him that he has 
been elected President of the United States, reported that they 
had performed the duty assigned to them, and had received for 
answer that he desired to express the grateful sense that he 
entertained of the distinguished honor which his fellow-citizens 
had conferred on him; and requested them to assure . their re- 
spective Houses, that they might rely on his unceasing endea- 
vors to execute the responsible trust which devolved on him, in 
a manner most conducive to the public interest. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, moved that 
the said committee be discharged frm the further consideration 
of the petition of Elizabeth Scott, and that the same be refer- 
red to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved that it be laid on the table; which was 
agreed to. 

The bill from the House for the relief of Thomas Hunt, was 
read the second time, and ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. RIVES presented the petition of Roger Jones, Adjutant 
General of the army of the United States, praying for increase 
of compensation in proportion to his brevet rank: referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. : 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, to which had been referred the bill from the. House re- 
specting discriminating duties on Dutch and Belgian vessels 
and their pE e reported the same with an amendment; 


| which was read, 


Mr. TOMLINSON offered the following renolution, which 
was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an additional appro- 
priation to preserve Fairweather Island and Black Rock Har- 
bor, in the State of Comecticut. 

Mr, CLAY offered the following resolution, which was con- 
sidered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
transmit to the Senate a copy ofa communication addressed lo 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office by John Pope, 
late Governor ol the Territory of Arkansas, respecting the ten 
sections of land granted to the said Territory for the erection of 
a public building at Lite Rock. 

The report of the Committee of Pensions, mfavorable to the 
petition of Sarah Rogers, was considered and agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, 

The bill making appropriations for the support of the army 
for the year 1837, was taken up, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and ordered to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, 

‘The bill providing for the appointment of persons to test the 
usefulness of the inventions for the prevention of the bursting 
of steam engines was taken up, and considered as in Commit. 
tee of the Whole, and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill from the House for the relief of the only daughter 
and heir of Frederick Segal, late surgeon of the revolutionary 
army, Was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, 

The vote on rejecting the bill anticipating the payment of the 
indemnity due to American citizens, under the French and 
Neapolitan treaties, was reconsidered. 

{The motion to reconsider this vote was laid on the table 
some days since.] 

Mr. WEBSTER then moved to recommit the bill to the 
Committee on Finance; which was agrecd to. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, on leave, introduced a bill for the re- 
lief ef William M, Snee), and the executors of Stephen Sneed, 
decease}; which was read, and erdered to a second reading, 

Mr. RUGGLES moved to take up the bill to amend the act 
for the re-organization of the Patent Office: lost, without a di- 
vision. 

On motion of Mr, BLACK the bill to designate and limit the 
funds which shall be receivable for the public reven 
taken up on its third yeading; and, after some remarks from 
Messrs. BENTON, WALKER, CLAY, NILES, and CAL- 
HOUN. it was passed—yeas 41, nays 5, as follows: 

rE AS—Messys. Black, Brown, Buchanan, Cia: 
Criventcn, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis, Ewing, of Minois, Ewing of 
Ohio, Fuller, Grundy, Hfendricks, Sfubbard, Kent, King, of 
Alabama, King of Georgia, Knight, McKean, Moore, Nicholas, 
Niles, Norvell, Page, Parker, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Robbins, 
Robinson, Sevier Southard, Swift, Vallmadge, Tipton, Tom- 
linson, Walker, Wall, Webster. and White—41, 

NAYS--Messrs. Benton, Linn, Morris, Ruggles, and 
Wright—5 i 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration of Executive 
business; after which 

it adjourned. 


HOUSE or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Privay, February 10, 1839. - 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky, on leave, presented some pa- 
pers in relntion toa private claim. 

Mr. BOON, in the absence of one of his colleagues from 
indisposition, (Mr. Davis,) moved a reference of certain papers 
in relation to avcther claim which was agreed to. 

Mr. HARD rose to make a report from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, but 

The CHAIR said the privileged question 


being-the repor 


_ made by Mr. Wise last evening from the select committee of 


whieh he is chairman, fas given above,} was the first business 
in order Y : - 

Mr. WISE theff rose and asked that the Jetter communicated 
by himself tothe Hause last evenmg be read, [viz: R. M. Whit- 
ney’s letter; the same which is in Wedaesday’s Globe, Jin order 


-and that they were introduced at too early astageof the pro 


that it might judge of its character, and take such steps as its 
own character and dignity deemed necessary, The resolution, 
he repeated, was ubanimous-—unapnimons, and submitted a 
question to that House—the sericus and important question on 
adopting some course to defend its own dignity avd its own 
character. He asked the reading of the letter, in order that 
any gentleman who wished, might submit sucha proposition 
as he might deem necessary. : 7 

Mr. Waurrney’s.letter was then read from the Clerk's table. 

The CHAIR remarked, that the memorial alluded to had - 
been laid upon his table on Monday last, after the meeting of 
the House, but in consequence of the House being occupied in 
another question, he had net the opportunity of presenting it to 
the House. Aai 

Mr. LINCOLN inquired if this memorial in the possession 
of the Chair was the same as that attached to the letter of Mr, 
Whitney? : i 

The CHAIR replied, that he could not say certainly, as he 
had given it but a hasty reading, but he could say the general 
tenor of it was the same. 

Mr. LINCOLN inguired whether the Chair would then pre- 
sent it to the House? 

The CHAIR replied, that with the general consent of the 
House the petition might now be presented. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina, said, as this was adistinet 
matter altogether from the one before the House, he must object 
to the presentation of the petition at this time. He would have 
no objection to it being presented ata proper time. 

Mr. WISE said the letter asserted that the memorial attached 
thereto wasa copy of the one on the Speakers table. That ques. 
tion, however, Le considered to have no bearing on the one be- 
fore the House. 

Mr. PARKER desired to know if the presentation of this me- 
morial might not supersede the necessity of making any other 
motion: : 

The CHATR replied, the petition could not now le presented, 
unless by the consent of the House, objection having being made. 

Mr. LINCOLN then presented the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That R. M, Whitney, in refusing to appear as a 
witness before a select committee of the House, acting by the 
authority of the House, under a resolution of the i7th January 
last, after being duly summoned thereto, has been guilty ofa 
contempt of the committeé and of the House, 

Resolved, That the letter addressed by the said R. M, Whit- 

ney to the committee, and by the committee referred to the no. 
uce. of this House, declaring his determination Peremptorily to 
decline to appear before any committee constituted in such 
manner, and of such persons as the pleasure and judgment of 
the House shall designate, until the House, as o, condition pre- 
cedent, shall have redressed his supposed wrongs, both in the 
manner and style of communication, is contumelious, arrogant, 
and offensive, alike disrespectful tothe Louse, and utterly sub. 
versive ofits righful authority. 
_ Resolved, That the Speaker issuc his warrant directing the 
Sergeat-at-arms to take into custody the person of the said R: 
M. Whitney, that he may be brought to the House for the con- 
tempt aforesaid. 

Mr. LINCOLN then went into an argument of considerable 
length in support of his resol utions, and explained that the reso. 
lutions were introduced on his own responsibility, he having no 
order from the committee to introduce thera. : 

Mr, BRIGGS then suggested that the two first resolutions 
were unnecessary. If they were stricken out, he considered the 
last would then conform to former precedents, 

Mr. LINCOLN said he had not introduced the resolutions 
without some reflection. The two first resolutions he conai- 
dered as the’mere inducement to the third. 

Mr. BRIGGS then referred to former precedent to show the 
correctness of his suggestions, and read from the Journals the 
proceedings in the case of Anderson and Houston. He con- 
sidered that the two first resolutions, if adopted, would be pass 


ing upon the guilt of the witness before he had had a hearin 


ceeding, 

Mr. LINCOLN argued that it did not follow, if they adopted 
his resolution, that it pronounced the witness guilty. 

_ Mr. BRIGGS then moved to amend the resolutions by strik- 
ing out all after the word “Resolved” in the first and tò make- 
the second read as follows: i 

_ Resolved, That the Speaker of this House issue his warrant, 
directing the Sergeant-at-Arms to take into custody the person 
of Reuben M. Whitney, and that he be brought to the bar of the 
House. to answer for an alleged contempt of this House. 

Mr. LINCOLN inquired if this resolution was adopted, what 
the alleged contempt would be. E 

The CHATR said the report of the committee would be the - 
only thing to show it. y 

Mr. LINCOLN said the report did not allege 
atall. If however, his colleague could prepare a modifica- 
tion of the resolution, which wonid show what the witn f 
to be brought to the bar of the House for, he wonld willingly 
accept. He. contended, however, that before any citizen could 
be arrested. and brought to the bar of the Fouse, some ailega- 
tion must be made agains him; and he did not consider that 
the two first resolutions went to criminate the witness at all be- 
fore hearing- 

Mr. PARKS agreed with the gentleman from Massacliusetts 
that there should he some allegation, brought against this indi- 
vidual, and that he should be leard by himself or by counsel 
before the House of Repre es of the United States should 
pronounce any sentence. He could icver consentto the pas 
sage of any resolution condemning a citizen of the United 
States without his having the opportunity of a hearing. As to 
the alleged contempt, the committee hed not said a ‘word; 
thev had studiously avoided it, but had left it to the House to 
take such measures as it saw fit ip relation thereto, gen 
ieman from Massachusetis (Mr. Lincoln) might allege what he 
pleased on his own authority, but Mr. W. must stand up there 
hout a heariy 


against any condemnation of a cidzen w i 
J suggested to. the gentleman from Massachu- 


any contempt 


Bir. MERCO 
setts to modiy his resolution, so as to embrace the allegationsin 
apreamble. . ~ 

Mr. BRIGGS theh modified his amendment, by prefixing 
thereto the following preamble: “ Where 3 a committee ef this 
House have reported that Reuben M. WH ney, of the city of 
Wi gton, has peremptorily rofused to appear before said 
commies, to give evidence, in obedience toa summons issued 
by said committee, therefore, dtesolved, kin 

Mr, PEARCE of Rhode Island understood that some member 
ofthe House was charged with a memorial from this individual 
which, he presumed, would be presented to the House at a pro» 
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per time, and then they would know something about the suffi- 
ciency or insu ficiency of his reasons for not appearing before: 
the comi He considered that they should know some- 
thing. of his reasous before they passed such resolutions as those 
i ntroduced by the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Lincoln.) 

Mr. LINCOLN then accepted of the modification of his col- 
league (Mr. Brizgs) to his resolutions. 

Mr. UARDIN made a few remarks in reply to the argument 
ofthe gentieman from Rhode Island, (Mr. Pearce.) 

Mr. LANE suggested that the resolution be modified, so that 
the House might express an opinion that Whitey should ap- 
pear before the committee and give evidence. If this was done, 
he doudied not but the witness would appear before the com- 
mittee, and answer all proper interrogatories; and by this means 
much time would be saved, and they had but a very short time 
now jeft for the transaction of a great mass of important 
business. $ 

Mr. LINCOLN then modified his resolution to read as fol- 


Resolved, That whereas the Select Committee of this House, 
acting by the authority of this Housè, under a resolution of the 
17th January last, has reported that R. M. Whitney has peremp- 
torily refused to give evidence to a summons duly issued by 
said committee, and has addressed to the committee the letter 
reported by said committee to the House, therefore 

Resolved, Tharthe Speaker issue his warrant, directing the 
Sergent-at-armsto take into his custody Reuben M. Whimey, 
that he may be brought to the bar of the House, to answer for an 
alleged contempt ofthis House. : 

Mr. PARKS then offered to strike out the words * for an alle- 
ged contempt,” and insert, “to answer for his conduct in so re- 
fusing to appear before said committee.” 

Mr. WISE then made some remarks in reply to the gentle- 
man from Rhode Istand, (Mr. Pearce.) * 

The subject was further discussed by Messrs. ROBERT- 
SON, MERCER, A. MANN, PARKS, BOND. and VAN- 
DERPOEL, when 

Mr. BOON demanded the previous question; but the Nouse 
refused to second it, only 61 voting in the affirmative. 

Mr. THOMSON of Ohio moved to strike out the word “war- 
rant,” so asto make it read “summons,” é&c. alleging as a rea- 
son that, in the absence of depositions, &c. the House could not, 
without violating the letter and spirit of the Constitution, take 
this individual into custody. Tie hoped the House would not 
take a citizen into custody upon the mere presumption or as- 
sumption ofa crime, without proof 

Mr. GRA agre d with the gentlemen on general grounds, 
put then in this ease the allegation was already in possession of 
the House on the individual’s own allegation. 

Mr. THOMSON rejoined, by putting a single question to 
the gentleman from Kentucky, could an individual, fora con- 
fession made out of court, be arr nuit in duress there- 
for? We coulduot, consistent w stitution, 

After a few winds from Mess LINCOLN and CHAM. 
BERS of Pennsvivan r. ‘b's amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. CLAIBORNE of Miss. moved to amenstthe second reso- 
lution, by adding the words “and that he be allowed counsel on 
that occasion should he desire it,” which Mr. LINCOLN ac- 
cepted, as a modification of his resolution. 

Tho subject was further discussed by Messrs. CLAIBORNE of 
Miss. and SURRILL, when, on the call of Mr. THOMSON of 
Ohio, the yeas and nays were ordered on the adoption of the 
resolution, and alter a further discussion between Messrs. 
THOMSON of Ohio, GARLAND of La. BOON, GHOLSON 
WISE, HARBIN, ASHLEY, JENIFER, PEYTON, RO- 
BERTSON, McKEON and G@LASCOCK. . 

Mr. BOON had but very few words to say as a reason why 
he should vote against the resolution then pending before the 
Tlouse. Six, said Mr. B. we ave now within a few short days 
of the close of a short and a last session of Congress, with an 
unusual number of bills upon the Speaker’s table, of the great- 
est importanceto the whole people of the country, which must 
and will fail to receive the final action of Congress at the pre- 
sernt.session, should this resolution be adopted by the House. 
Sir, pass this resolution and what will then follow? Why, sir, 
Reuben M. Whitney willbe brought before the bar of this 
House by your Sergeant-at-arnis, and a formal trial will be en- 
tered into, and under the provisions of the Constitution, you 
cannot deny to the prisoner at your bar the right of being heard 
in his defence, by himselfor counsel. In the House, an inter- 
minable debate will spring up, to the entire exclusion of all le- 
gislative enactments whatever on the more important interests 

- of the country. 

Mr. B. then averted io the case of General Samuel Jouston, 
who was brought to the bar of that House some years since 
for an alleged contempt. In the case referred to, Mr. B. said 
that he was one of the memorable twenty-five who voted 
against the arrest of General Houston A majority of the 
House, however, passed the resolution, and General Houston 
appear. dat the bar of this House in the custody of your Ser- 
geant-atarms. He was heard in his defence by himself and 
counsel; and, after days and weeks had been spent in useless 
discussion, the House of Representatives found that there was 
no law defining what should be considered a contempt to thé 
House; or the power of the House to punish any individual 
for an alleged contempt! TIt was finally resolved by the House 
that Samuel! Houston be reprimanded by the Speaker, and that 
he be discharged from the cusiody of the Sergeant-atarms. 
Thus ended the farce in the rase.of Houston; and, in hke man- 
ner, it will end in the case of Reuben M., Whitney. Mr. B. said 
that he did not know any thin 
than what had been said of him by others in and out of Corn- 

but sir, contin w, I confess that Tam not inclined to 
favorably of him, perhaps IE might have. done, had 
himself against the attac! id to have heen 
would have done uncer such cireum- 


sented to be 
this floor, I cannot 
moned to give evidence in any cas - IT shall vote 
against the resolution in any possible shape in which it may be 
presented. 

Mr. GLASCOCK moveda substitute to the following effect, 
which, after sume remarks from the honorable mover and Mr. 
CALHOUN of Ky. was disagreed to: 

Mr. GLASCOCK said, that whatever might be his feelings in 
relation to Mr. Whitney, they would have no jafluence with him 
as to the vote he should give on the prop:sed resolutions, and 
he had none to gratify, unless to give a conscientious one. Mr. 


of Reuben M. Whitney more | 


G. said, that from an early period of his life he had been op- 
posed to all and every attempt to deprive a citizen of his liber- 
ty for asingle moment, unless under the strongest circum- 
stances, and such as would fully justify him under the Consti- 
tution and laws of the land. That the power pos 
` House to arrest a citizen bas been, and is stil doubied by the 
first and most able men in the country was not questioned, and 
the able arguments and opinions he hal beard and read, had 
gready. shaken hisown. But he was still disposed to believe 
that this House has the right to authorize an inquiry into any 
matter connected with the Government, and to constitute and 
appoint committees for such purpose, clothed with the power 
to send for persons and papers; that itis an incidental power 
to compel the attendance of witnesses, to issue attachments, 
and punish for contempts. Without this incidenta! power, all 
such proceedings would be useless, and frequently put at defi- 
ance. Notwithstanding this view of the subject, he could not 
reconcile it to himself to vote for the present resolutions, by 
which Mr. Whitney was to be placed in the custody of the Ser- 
geant-at-arms, Without first giving him an opportunity of ap- 
pearing before us under a ruie nisi, to show cause why an 
attachment should not issue, &c. This, said Mr. G. seemed to 


shall be deprived of live, liberty, or property without due pro- 
cess of law, he was not disposed to sustain any measure which 
would place him iz duress under an alega contempt, and 
without giving him an opportunity of appearing and being 
heard in his defence. But whenever, said Mr. G. the contempt 
is apparent and complete, he was prepared to go as far as any 
gentleman on this floor, though he would never be found voting 
to deprive an American citizen of his liberty, one of the dearest 
and most sacred rights of freemen, even for an instant, spon 
mere allegations. 
them, said Mr. G. only an alleged contempt, and yet place him 
ia the custody ofthe Sergeant-at-arms, without establishing the 
fact, Let it be made clear, letit be rendered certain, thatit has 
been committed hefore we proceed to do so. He offered for the 
consideration of the House the following resolution: 

That Reuben M. Whitney be required to appear before this 
Honse on to-morrow morning, to show cause why an attach- 
ment shall not be issued against him, for an alleged contempt 
in refusing toappear before the select committee, appointed 
under the resolution of the 17th of January, 

These remarks, said Mr. G. are intended principally to apply 
to such cases as come under the doctrine of contempt. 

Mr. GRAHAM moved a substitute in substance identicni 
with that moved hy Mr. GLASCOCK, and asked for the veas 
and nays on it, but the House refused to order them, and the 
amendment was rejected. 

Mr. JARVIS, after a few remarks, submitted a substitute, that 
the select committee appointed on the 3d of January, to inqnire 
whether any person had been employed by the deposite banks 
as thejr agent, to transact their business at th 
ment. be instructed report tot 
which cecurred in the connnittees re 
during the examination of Reuben M. Whimey; 
-gome remarks from Mr. BELL, was disagreed to. 

Mr. PATTON, after a few remarks, moved tolay the whole 
subject on the tahle, 

Mr. LINCOLN called for the yeas ani nays; which were 
ordered, and the clerk was proceeding with the ca)l—- 

When the name of Mr. ADAMS was called, that gentleman 
rose in his place, and sent to the Chair his reasons, in writing, 
why he declined to vote upon the question. 

The CLERK was about to read the paper, when 

The CHAIR intimated that it would require the unanimous 
consent of the House. 

Mr. MERCER said he could not agree to it, as other gentle- 
men might also do the same. 

The CHAIR suggested that, probably, when the House heard 
the reasons, they might yield to it assent. 

Mr. MERCER could not consent to it under any circum- 
stances. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved that the gentleman be excused. 

The CHATR said it had been decided last year that a menr 
ber declining to vote was excused unless the Honse insisted, 
and he therefore directed the Clerk to proceed in the call. 

Mr. ADAMS requested to be excused from voting npon this 
and every other question of privilege affecting Reuben M. 
Whitney. The personal relations between him and that 
individual having long been such as to make it the duty of 
Mr. A; to decline acting as his judge upon auy question affect- 
ing his personal rights. i 

The cali was then proceeded with, and the vote was—yeas 
S8, nays 97. 

YEAS—Mesars. Ifeman Alien, Anthony, M. W. Ash, Bar- 
ton, Bean, Beaumont, Biack, Boon, Bovee, Brown, Cambie- 
le Carr, Casey, Chapman, Chapin, Cleveland, Coles, Con- 
non Craig, Cramer, Crary, Cushman, Doubleday, Einer, 
Farlin, Fowler, Fuller, Galbraith, Gholson, Hatey, Joseph 
Hail, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, Hubicy, Huntington, 
Ingham, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johy Benjamin Joncs, Ken- 
non, Kilgore, Lansing, Laporte, on Lee, Joshna Lee, 
Thomas Lee. Leonard, Losan, Loyal, Job Mara, Wiliam 
ay, McKeon, McKim, McLene, Montgomery, Moore, 
P Si Patton, Dutee J. Pearce, Phelps, 
} Schenek, 
aylor, 'Tho- 


dof January 
which, after 


aA COO a 


mas, Join 


s ES 
“Chorason, Turner, Ferrill, W: 
ter, Weeks, Thomas T. Whi 


jiiam B. Calhoun, Carter, G 
wood, Childs, N. H. Clai 
ston, Dawson. Deberry, Denny, 

e, Eyans, Everett, Forester, Pr 
anel, Hilland 


y 


Lea, Lewis, Lincata, Love, Lyon, S. 
McComas, McKay, MecKennan, Mer 
James A. Peares, Pearson, Philips, 


ngan, Morris, 
Pous, Reel, Renchor 
Slade, ai - 
y Thompsen, U 
esey, Lewis Williams, 


er, Storer, Taliaferro, W 
wood, Vanderpeel, White, Elisha Whit 
Sherrod Williams, and Young—97- 
So the House refused to lay the subject on the table. 
The question was then taken on the original resolution as 


him to be the most prudentind proper course to adapt on the 
present occasion; and asthe Constitution declares that no one 


Your resolutions declare, on the face of 


nays 83. È R 
YHAS—Messrs. Alford, Chilton Allan, Beman Allen, Ashe. 


modified, and it was decided 


Jey, Bailey, Beil, Bockee, Bond, Borden, Bouldi pi 

Bunch, Jehn Calhoon, Wikiam B. Calhoun, Cae AA 
Chambers, John Chambers, Chaproan, Chetwood, Childs Na- 
thaiel H. Claiborne, Clark, Connor, Corwin, Crane Cushing, 
Darlington, Dawson, Deberry, Denny, Elmore, Evans TBiverett, 
Forester, French, Granger, Graves, Grayson, Grennelly Hiland 
Hall, Hard, Hardin, Harlan, Harper, Hazeltine, Herod Hoar 
Howard, Flowell, Hunt, Ingersoll, William. Jackson, Janes, 


Jenifer, John W. Jones; Lane, Lansing, Lawrence, Lay, Luke 


‘in the affirmative—yeas’ 160; 


Lea, Lewis, Liocoln, Love, Lyon, Martin, S. Mason, Maury,” 


McCarty, McKay, McComas, McKennan, Mercer, Milligan 
Montgomery, Morris, James A. Pearce, Pearson, Phillips, 
Pickens, Potts, Reed, Rencher, Russell, Schenck, Augustine T 
Shepnerd, Shields, Sickles, Slade, Sioane, Spangler, Biandefer, 
Storer, Taliaferro, Turner, Underwood, White, Elisha Whittle- 
sey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Willianis, and Young--100. 

NAYS— Messrs, Anthony, Ash, Barton, Bean, Beaumont, 
Black, Boon, Bovee, Brown, Burns, Cambreleng, Carr, Casey, 
Chapin, J. £. H. Cluiboruc, Cleveland, Celes, Craig, Cromer, 
Crary,Cushman, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Emer, Parlin, Fowler. 
¥ey, Fuller, Galbraith, Gholson, Glaseock, Graham, Grantland. 
Haley, Joseph Hall, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, Tub- 
ley, Huntington, Ingham, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, Cave John- 
son, Benjamin Jones, Keanon, Kilgore, KHingensinith, Laporte 
Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Leonard, Logan Loyal, 
Job Mann, William Masen, May, McKeon, MeKim, MeLene’ 
Moore, Morgan, Owens, Pago, Patterson, Patton, Dutee T 
Peaice, Phelps, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Rogers, Sey- 
mour, Shinn, Sprague, Tayler, Thomas, John ‘Thomson, Tur- 
rill, Ward, Wardwell, Webster, Weeks, Thomas T. Whittle- 
sey, andtYell--85. 3 f 

So the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. LANE then moved a reconsideration of the vote, b 
which the first resolution in relation to presenting petitions ftom 
slaves was, on yesterday, rejected, i 

Mr. BOON then meved to postpose its further consideration 
until to-morrow, which was agreed to, 3 

On motion of Mr. RENCHER, 

The House adjourned, 


IN SENA'TE,! 
SATURDAY, February 11, 1837, 

The CHAIR presented a communication from the War De. 
partment, transmitting a report from the Commissoner of Indian 
Affairs, cated for by a resolution of the Senate; which, on mo- 
tion of Mr. WHITE, was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Also, a repart from the Treasure 
pliance with the resolution of the 
relating i0 frauds in the public 
whieh w 
nities 

Mr. PRESTON presented a memorial from several enlieht- 
ened and public-spirited citizens of the District of Cotnmibia 
praying Congress to establish a receptacte for collections of 
rnisieralogy and geology in this District: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Library, and ordered to be printed. ' 

Petitions were also presented by Messrs. WHITE,’ PREN- 
TISS, TOMLINSON and WALL. i 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Joint Committee appointed to wait 
on the Hon, Richard M. Johnson of Kentucky, and inform him 
that he had been elected by the Senate to the oftice of Vice Pre- 
sident of the United States, reported that they had performed 
that duty, and had received the following letter, which they 
were requested to present to the Senate: 


To the Senate of the United States: 

GENTLEMEN: I have received, with no ordinary 
emotions, the notice through your committee of 
my election to the oflice of Vice President of the 
United States by the Senate. TI accept the station 
assigned me. ‘This token of regard from the re- 
presentatives of the States, will ever be held in 
grateful recollection. Permit me to tender you. 
my sincere thanks, i 

Observing that your decision is in harmony with 
a majority of the States, and a moiety of all the 
electors in the primary colleges, my gratification is 
heightened, from the conviction that the Senate, in 
the exercise of their constitutional prerogative, 
concurred with; and confirmed the wishes botk of 
the States and the people. Called, in virtue of this 
preferment, to preside in the deliberations of your 
enlightened body, from and after the third of March 
next, permit meto make use of this opportunity 
say, that I cannot feel insensible to diffien} 
which I must anticipate, and the frequent occasion 
T may have for your forbearance. Though for 
thirty years a member ct one or the other of the 
two Houses of Congress, yet I have never been 
accustomed io preside, even temporarily, over’ 
i berative assembly. My at- 
been engrossed by the re 
pecial re- 


Department, made in com- 
enate of the Istof Pebruary, 
suds in Louistana ard else- 
io ss primed, awi rcned tthe 


to 


yw 


tention has 
imm 


l to the mit 


m 


g f rules and orders, so ne- 
cessary to the pr sof business, and so import- 
antto the observance of the presiding officer. 


Contemplating the character of my d 
prec rs, and considering iy def 


point of talent, and the want ef experi 
appropriate duties of the station, It i 


impos, 


for me to overcome entirely the difidence with 
which I meet this call of my fellow-cilizens. But 


this reflection will always console me, that any 
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errors on my part will affect me personally rather 
than the public; the intelligence of the Senate will 
guard the country from any injury that might. re- 
sult from the imperfections of its presiding “officer, 
and its magnanimity will cover those imperfec- 
tions with the veil of charity. In this conclusion, 
I find a warrant in contemplating among the mem- 
bers of your body so many friends with whom I 
have been associated in public life. Itis only in 
the event of an equal division of the Senate that 
the presiding officer is called upon to give his vote. 
My hope.ts, that there may be always sufficient 
unamily to prevent such a contingency. If, how- 
ever, it should happen, this duty will be familiar to 
me, and I shall perform it without embarrassment. 
In exercising this power, I shall expect the same 
indulgence that I have ever extended to. others, 
where differences of opinion existed. 

To the Senate the most important trusts are corn- 
mitted. Its duties are legislative, executive, and 
in certain. contingencies, judicial. As citizens, 
every branch of our Government is dear to us; but, 
from my more immediate relation to this, by your 
choice, I shall regard. it with special interest. It 
stands pre-eminent in- talent and character. In 
presiding over its deliberations, it shall be my ef- 
fort to act with perfect respect and impartiality to- 
wards every member, and endeavor, by this course 
of gonduct, to merit the approbation of all. 

R. M. JOHNSON 
City of Washington, Feb. 10, 1837. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Patrick MeGibbony, deceased; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

Mr. NILES, from the same committee, to which had been re- 
ferred the bill from the House for the yeliefof Alexander Scam- 
mell, reported ths same with amendments; which were read. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Pensions, reported a 
hill for the relief of the widow of Samuel Gibbs; which was 
read, and ordered toa second reading. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Commities on Commoree, to which 
the memorial of the Board of Tradeof the city of New York 
on the subject had been referred, reported a bill to authorize 
the President of the United States 10 cause some ofi 
ves:els to eruise on the coast during the winter ce 
lieve distressed navigators; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. TOMI, ANSON, from the Committee on Pensions, re- 
ported a biil for the relief of David ililmore; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

- Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on e Land 
Claims, reported a ‘pill for the relief of Joseph Bogy; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill to cede the public taods ta the States in which they 
lie, on certain conditions, was taken up, the question being on 
its second reading; and after some remarks fre Tessrs, IUB- 
BARD, SEVIER, WALKER, NILES, ROBINSON, SOUTH- 
ARD, CALHOUN, TIPTON, BENTON, aud BUC IHANAN, 

On motion of Mr BUCHANAN, the bill was jaid on the table 
—yeas 26, nays 20, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Rayard, Brown, Buchanan, Clayton, Critten- 
dsn, Dana, Ewing of Ohio, Jiubbard, Kent, Knight, Niles, Page, 
Parker, Prentiss, Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, Southard, Spence, 
Strange, Rwift, Tallmadge, Tomlinson, Wall, WwW ebster, and 
Wright—26, 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Calhoun, Ewing of Minois, 
Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, King of Aia Linn, Lyon, Moore, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, "Preston, Robinson, Sevier, Tipton, 
Walker, aad White—20, 

Oa motion of Mr. SEVIER, the bill was ordered ta be printed, 

The bill for the collection of materials, the purchas 
and for certain fortifications, was read the third tim 
tet some remarks from Messrs. CRITTENDEN, f 
and SOUTHARD, 

Mr. SOUTHARD moved to lay the bill on the table 
yeas 12, nays 26. ` 

The question was then taken on the final passage of the bili, 
and it was passed—yeas 25, nays 13, as fallows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Buchanan, Dana, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, Kent, King of Alabama, Linn Lyon, Mouton, Nicho- 
las, Niles, Norvell, "Page, Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, 
Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, Walker, Wan, and Wright—25, 

NAYS—Messrs. Black, Clay, Calhoun, Cristenden, ‘Knight, 
Moore, Prentiss, Robinson, Southard, Spence, Swift, Webster, 
and White—13. 

The bill making appropriations for the army Hoe the year 
1837, was, on motion of Mr. WRIGAT, laid on the table 

The following bills were severally read the third ume, and 

asse 

The bill for the relief of Erastus Fairbanks and Thadex 
Fairbanks. 

The bill to change the name ‘of the: Dighton collection dis- 
trict in Massachusetts, to Fall river, and for other purposes, 

The bill authorizing the appointment of persons to test the 
usefulness of the inventions to prevent the bursting of steam 
boilers; and, 

“he bi tl for the relief of the 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTA’ TIVES, 
SATURDAY, Feb. 11, 1337. 

On motion of Mr. MERCER, afier some conversation be- 
tween that that gentleman, the CHAIR and Mr. BRIGGS, the 
journal wasaso amended as to strike therefrom the reasons given 
by Mr. Apams yesterday for declining to vote on any question 
affecting Reuben M. Whitney. 


ELECTION OF PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Mr. THOMAS, on leave, from the Joint Committee appoint- 
ed to walt on the Pregident elect, and apprise hira that, in con- 


et 


i BUNTON 


lost— 


heir of Frederick Seigle, 
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formity with the mode” prescribed in the Constitution, it had 
been ascertained that that gentleman was elected President of 
the United States for four years, commencing on the fourth of 
March next, reported to the House that they had performed 
that duty, and had received for answer that he desired. to ex- 
press the dee ehe entertained of the distinguished honor 
which his fellow-citizens had conferred on him, and requested 
them to assure their respective Houses that they might rely on 
his unceasing efforts to execute the responsible trust C which de- 
voived on him, in a manner most conducive to the public in- 
terest. 

The report, on Mr. T’s motion, was ordered to lie on the ta- 

ie, and be printed. 

Mr. TAYLOR asked the consent of the House to offer the 
following resolution; which was read: 

Whereas, the vote of the House, taken on the 9h of Febru- 
ary, the following resolution, viz: «Resolved, That any mem- 
ber who shall hereafter present to the House any petition from 
the slaves inthis Union, ought to be considered as regardless 
of the feelings of the House, the rights of the Southern States, 
and unfriendly to the Union; 7? may be construed into an ex- 
pression of opinion upon the abstract question of the right of 

laves to petition Congress; therefore, 

£ Resolved, That slaves do not. possess the right of petition 
secured to ‘the people of the United States by the Constitu- 
tion. 

Mr. ING ERSOLL sent the following to the Clerk’ s table to 
be read: 

Resolved, That the honorable John Quincy Adams, having 
inquired of the Speaker wheter it would be in order for him to 
present a petition purporting to be from certain slaves, and 
the Speaker having appealed to.the House for instruction, 

Resolved, That “this House cannot receive such petition, 
without dist egarding its own dignity, the rights of a large class 
of citizens of the south and west, and the Constitution of the 
United States. 

‘The resolution having been read, 

Mr. TAYLOR accepted itasa modification of his own, and 
then renewed his request to the House to grant him leave to of- 
fer it. 

Mr. PINCKNEY rose and objected. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved asuspension of the rule, 

ix. MANN of New York asked for the yeas and nays, which 
were or dered. 

Mr. PATTON inquired if the motion to reconsider was not 
first in order? 

The CHAIR replied, that is was competent for the House to 
give precedence to another question. 

Mr. PATTON presumed, then, that the object of this propo- 
sition was to postprme the motiton to reconsider the vote reject- 
ing the resolution on the subject of presenting petitions from 

slaves. 

Mr. CHAMBERS of Kentucky suggested whether the pro- 
positions of the gentlemen from New York and Pennsylvania 
conid be in order pending a motion to reconsider another 
having a direct bearing upon, if not identical with, them? 

The CHAIR replied that that was a matter of which the 
House itself was the sole judge. The motion made to suspend 
the rule was strictly in order, 

Mr, ASHLEY inquired if it would be in order at that stage to 
submit. an amendment to the proposition? 

The CIIAIR.  It-wonld be in order to amend the proposition 
afier it was before the House, if the House sh ‘uld suspend the 
rule and agree to receive it. 

My. CHAMBERS of Kentucky suggested that it would be 
better to move to suspend the rule, to take up the question 
upan the reconsideration. 

The CHAIR could not entertain debate, and he had hefore 
stated that the motion to suspend was not open to amendment. 

Mr. CHAMBERS had made no motion, but threw out, asa 
suggestion. what he thought would be the best course. 

Mr. LEWIS inquired” if the vote of the 9th should bere- 
considered, whether the resolution rejected by that vote would 
be-open to ‘amendment. 

The CHAIR replied inthe affirmative, 

Mr. LEWIS hoped that the question would be first taken, for 
it Bil answer the same purpose. 

PINCKNEY urged the gentleman from New York to 
einer his motion, and move to take up the question of re- 
consideration. 

Mr. TAYLOR would yield to the wishes of members, and 
acrordingly assented, withdrew his motion ta suspend the rule 
for the purpose of submitting his ewn resolation, and made a 
similar motion to take up the question of reconsideration. 

This motion to take up prevailed, and the question then re- 
curring upon recensidering the vote by which the following re- 
solution was rejected; 

Resoived, That any member who shall hereafter present to 
the Mouse avy petition trom the slaves in this Union, ought to 
be considered as regardless of the feelings of the House, the 
rights of the Southern States, and unfriendly to the Union. 

Mr. LANE said: Jie had moved the reconsideration of the 
vote taken upon the first resolution, for the purpose of sub: 
tuting one Jess equivocal in its character; a resolution not sus- 
ceptible Oh any and every possible construction—that shall 
vanish all coubt from the mind of the good man and the pa- 
trict—that shall not arm the fanatic of the North. or the discon- 
tented politician of the South, with weapons to disturb the pub- 
lic repose. 


That before he proceeded to assign the reasons which had in- 
duced this course, he desircd the indulgence of the House 
while Ke should set himself right before his constitments, the 
House, and the country, in relat'on to this subject. it was one 
upon which his opinion had been made up long before he had 
af seat in this hall; and since which he had seen Nothing, 
heard nothing, to shake, much Jess change it, either in refer. 
ence to the power of Congress, or its duty, in its action, npen 
abolition petitions. 

That Congresshave no power to inte fere with slavery, as it 
exists in the States, is a proposition too clear to admit of a 
doubt. ‘The wildest fanatic does not claim this power on the 
part of Congress, 

That Congress does possess that power over the subject, in 
the District of Columbia, to the same extent with the States, 
in their respective jurisdictions, to his mind, was eqnally true. 
That, while he honestly entertained this epinion, he was free to 
state that its exercise, to any.extent, would be injurious to that 


- species of property, in the hands of the owners in the neigh- 


borhaod of the Bis:rict, and fearfully dangerous to the tran- 
guillity of the Union. 
Sir, (said Mr, L.) what do these petitioners, called abolition- 


. gious evil, 


: > 


ists; = ae || ita and, by way Of conier by way of contempt, fanatics; but whom ‘he would 
call, whether male or female, the citizens of the United States, 

call’ upon Congress to do, to abolish slavery as it exists in the 
States? No, ‘sir. To interfere with it in any manner in the 
States? ` Certainly not. They set forth that, in their opinion, 

slavery, in the absiract, is a great moral, political, and reli: 
and pray its abolishment in the District of 
Columbia, ‘together with the slave trade—a traffic carried 
on, within the District, as inhuman as it is disgraceful to the 
American people. That as a member of the Committee on the 
District of Coiumbia, he had examived the jail—the common 
property of the people of every portion of this Union; and to 
his surprise he found-that prison the common receptacle for the 
sale-keeping of slaves bought up in the neighboring States by 
the dealers in human flesh, and there detained until the master 
oran agent skall find it convenient to drive them to a southern 
market; and all-this without regard to comfort or convenience. 
In one instance he found in a damp loathsome room of eight 
feet square, a mother and six ov seven children; nor is this ail, 


- within this District are private prisons, into which they are 


driven in droves, and kept for weeks and months, and then ship- 
ped tothe south. This, all this cruclty, thisloathsome suffer- 
ing, this Inhuman tr afic, is carried on in open day, in presente 
of the American people, at the seat of liberty and boasted 
freedons. Itis to abolish this cruel, this disgraceful trade, those 
petitioners humbly and respectfully pray you to abolish. To 
this end, to remedy. this evil, Mr. L. said, as a member of this 
House, he would receive these petitions, refer them, and act 
upon them promptly and effectively. He would treat them 
kindly and combat their errors with reason. Mr. Lane said he 
didnot intend in these remarks to include the individual who 
should purchase aslave or slaves, for hisown use, or part with 
those for which he had no use. 

Mr. L. said, upon the resolution rejected, reconsidered, and 
now a sulstitete proposed, he had but Jitie to say. He had 
voted against its adoption, moved its reconsideration, and would 
now. vote most cheerfully for its substitute. 

The honorable gentleman from South Carolina (My, Pickens) 
says he voted for the resolution, because by punishing a mem- 
ber for presenting a petition from slaves, was conclusive they 
had no right to petition; while Mr. L. had voted against it for 
the reason thatits adoption presupposed a right in the slave to 
petition. Ifno such right existed, why resolve that it shouldbe 
acrime to present? Why not resolve at once the absence of 
the right, 

Sir, it is remarkable that an honorable gentleman from South 
Carolina alive to this subject, should have presented to this 
House a resolution so equivocal in its language, so doubtful in 
its character. What is the language? what the meaning, what 
the construction it would have received if adopted? 

“Resolved, That any member who shall hereafter present any 
petition from the slaves of this Union, ought to be considered as 
regardless of the feelings of the House, the rights of the southern 
States, and unfriendly ‘to the Union.” 

It provided that any member who shall hereafter present any 
petition from the slaves of this Union. The plain and inevita- 
ble inferences to be drawn from this sentence are, first, that the 
members of this House have been is the abit of presentin: 
such petitions; secondly, that it had been lawful to do so; an 
lastly, the slave not only possessed such right, but had ex- 
ercised it. 

Sir, had this resolution been adopted, and trust me, you would 
have seen the disappointed and ambitious politicians of the 
South, if any suctr there are, fanning the flame of discontent; 
yes, upon every stump, atevery. muster, in every hail, soundin 
the alarm, danger, danger, disunion. The resolution woul 
have been tortured into any, and every possible meaning, ta 
prove any and every thing. It would have been rightly de- 
nounced at the south as loosening, instead of drawing the cord 
upon the slave. 

The South would have been in a political flame: in the North 
the politicians would have blown the tide of abolition to its 
height, and all brought tobear upon the administration. 

In the face of all this, the honorable gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. Pickens) says the rejection of such a resolution 
has driven the South to the fearful precipice of disunion: that 
they tread upon voleances. 

Six, it was the rejection of that resolution which has saved 
them from the precipice, and calmed the troubled spirit of the 
volcano. 

Let honorable gentlemen from the South join with their real, 
not pretended 1 friends; Jet them go with him and those with 
whom he i—with the friends of the Constitution, of the 
Unien, of liberty of equal rights—with the democratic party, 
the friends of the administration, in the adoption of a resslution, 
in its language pointed, in its meaning clear and obvious. A 
resolution that all who see, hear or read it, shall understand it 
as one man—that the slaves of this Union have no right to pe- 
tition Congress for the abolition of slavery. 

Such a resolution will he understood in the South, and will 
besatisfactory to all. The fanatics of the North cannot per- 
vert it, nor the honest abolitionist evade it 


Mr. L. said, in conclusion, that now, the event having passed, 
witheut being in any degree affected by this exciting subject, 
and with reference to which much of the past exciiement may 
be atiribuied, he hoped, for the tranquillity of the nation, of the 
business of this House, the resolution now proposed in the 
place of the one on a-former day rejected, would be adopted, 
with such a majority as shall speak peace to the South, and 
that cannot be misunderstood at the North. 


Mr. LANE called forthe yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. ASHLEY said he had voted against the résolution thea 
under consideration, and he should be obliged to do so again 
if, without the modification, the question upon it should be 
again taken. My. A. was not m his seat when this unfortunate 
subject was first introduced in the House, but he was near 
at hand, and indistinctly heard the gentieman from Massachu- 
setts when he addreseed the Chair. Learning, from a friend 
near at hand, that a proposition was made to submit to the 
House a petition from slaves, praying the abolition of 
slavery, Mr. A. resumed his seat, when several reso. 
lutions were submitted, proposing to bring the gentleman, from 
Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams,) to the bar of ‘the House for 
an alleged contempt, for having submitted the supposed aboli- 
tion petition. Not for a moment, supposing there could be any 
misapprehension as to the purport of the petition, oras to the 
shape in which it.was communicated to the House, Mr. A. found 
himself partaking in what seemed to he the common. feeling of 
its members, to support the dignity of the House; and Mr. A. 
felt disposed to go as far as any other member to effect that ob- 
ject—even to the expulsion of the member who had offered the 


supposed indignity, should the circumstances of the case, 
on a full investigation, justify that extreme. But, Mr. 
Speaker, (said Mr. A.) you may well imagine. my surprise, 
After consuming almost the whole day in an effort to bring the 
matter to issue, the paper in question was ascertained not to be 
a petition from slaves for the abolition of slavery, but a paper 


purporting to be a petition from twenty-two slaves of the Dis- 


trict of Colurabia, praying the expulsion of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts from the House of Representatives. A hoax no 
doubt practised upon the gentleman from Massachusetts by 
some wag of Washington, in consequence of the gentleman’s 
zeal in behalf of abolition petitions. Sir, said Mr. A. I-wassur- 
prised, and no less mortified, to find myself engaged im such a 
farce, if I may be permitted to give it that name. Yes, sir, 
1 would callit a farce; and I admonish my friends from the 
south, as well as the north, not to change its title and character, 
by theirover zeal, for the worse; that is to say, not to proceed 
on this all important and delicate subject so as at length to en- 
title it to another name, a deep and direful tragedy, 

Mr. Speaker, (said Mr. A.) the facts of the case having been 
disclosed to the House, I was of opinion that the several 
propositions then on your tablé, touching the matter in 
question, should have been. swept from it, leaving the 
gentleman from Massachusetts in possession of his peti- 
tion or paper, to dispose of the same on his own respon- 
‘sibility, without any further action of the House on this 
subject, unless the course of that or some other member should 
require it. Butsiv, said Mr. A. it was otherwise determined by 
the House; a vote was taken on the resolutionof the gentleman 
from Virginia, and, without affordiag him an opportunity to 
explain the course he felt himself bound to take, the previous 
question interposing and cutting off ail further debate. he (Mr. 
A.) was bound to vote againstit. His object in then occupying 
the floor, was to say, in part, what he intended to say before the 
vote of the preceding day on the resolution, and to protest 
against a construction put on the rejection of the resolution by 
some gentlemen, to wit: that its rejection implied the right 
thereafter ofany member to introduce a petition from slaves. 
Mr. A. said he denied the ground: the premises upon which such 
construction is based are not tenable. 

He (Mr. A.) would be one of the last members in the House 
to give any vote that could be so construed. He was not 
only in favor of rejecting petitions to Congress from slaves, 

_ but had gone as far as the farthest in rejecting petitions to Con- 
/ gress for the abolition of slavery, as the journals of that House 
of the 9th and 10th of January last would show. He (Mr, A.) 
took the broad ground, that Congress had no control over the 
gubject—that it belonged exclusively to the States in which 
the evil, if you will, exists; and that uny action of Congress on 
the subject is improper. It should be left to the States holding 


slaves to take such course in reference to the abolition of 


slavery, as ther own feelings and interests might dictate; and 
Mr. A. thought that was the most effectual course to reach the 
object of the people ef the north, who seemed so desirous to 
abolish slavery. 

Mr. A. had. another objection to the resolution referred to, he 
could notthink the case of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
justified the odium which would be cast upon him, by the adop- 
tion of that resolution, nox was he (Mr. A.) disposed to prescribe 
any degree of punishment for a contempt to, or disorderly con- 
duct in that House, on the part of any one of its members, 
until the case should occur. If it should become his painful 
duty to act on sucha case, he would be found to.act as prompt- 
ly as any member, and should then exercise his own judgment, 
according to the extent and nature of the offence, without re- 
ference to previous rules or resolutions of the House, which 
might be connected with the same subject, but differ materially 
in their nature and extent. 

Mr. A. said he had other objections to the resolution, but he 
would not now longer detain the House. Thus far he felt it 
his duty to submit his views on the subject, to prevent false 
impressions in reference to his vote on the resolution; any 
thing further, should it beome necessary at any time, he- 
would willingly submit to those to whom alone he felt responsi 
ble for its action on the subject under consideration. Mr. A 
was in hopes the resolution would be so modified, as to bear 
only on the abstract question as tothe right of slaves to peti- 
tion Congress, and he cared not how strong it was, he would 
vote for it, although he regretted the question had been intro- 
duced at all. 

Mr. PARKER raised the point of order whether, as the ques- 
tion of reconsideration recurred, the demand for the previous 
question, originally moved on the resolution, did not recur 
with it? 

The CHAIR decided otherwise, and that the motion. to re- 
consider stood alone without any reference to the previous 
question. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD gave his reasons at length who he had 
voted against the resolution, which it was now proposed to re- 
consider. He had voted against it because he would have consi- 
dered the adoption ef it a denunciation on that floor of those 
who conceived it tobe their duty to present all petitions, let 
them come from whomsoever they might; the adoption of it 
would have been denouncing all persons entertaining such opi- 
nions, however mistaken they might be, as inimical to the 
Union; andanother reason why he had voted against it was 
that he considered it as violating the spirit ofthe Constitution of 
the country, which provided that no one should be held ame- 
nable for any thing said on that floor.’ He disclaimed all inten- 
tion, by his vote against this resolution, of admitting the right 
of slaves to petition Congress, and said he had endeavored to 
get the floor to explain, before the vote was taken, but was 
prevented by the operation of the rules of the House. He 
intended, if he had obtained the floor, to` offer a resolution de- 
claring itas the sense of the House, that slaves had not the 
constitutional right to petition Congress. 

Mr. GIDEON LEE said, believing that members perfectly 
understood the simple question of reconsideration, and that 
they would have a better opportunity of discussing the ques- 
tion which would immediately follow the question of reconside- 
ration; he thercfare moved the previous question. ` 

Mr. ABAMS appealed to the gentleman to withdraw the mo- 
tion. 

Mr. LEE had made up his mind, and could not withdraw the 
motion. 

The previous question was seconded by the Housc—ayes 108, 
noes not counted; and the main question was ordered to be 

ut. 

j The ayes an] nays having been ordered on the main ques- 
tion, which was on reconsidering the vole by which the resolu- 
tion was rejected, were-——yeas 159, nays 45, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Chilton Allan, Anthony, Ashley, 
Barton, Bean, Bell, Black, Bockee, Boon, Bouldin, Bovee, 
Boyd, Burns, Bynum, John Cathoon, Cambreleng, Campbell, 
Carr, Carter, Casey, John Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, 
Chapin, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, John F. H. Claiborne, 
Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Cramer, Crane, Crary, Cushman, 
Dawson, Deberry, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Efner, Elmore, 
Farirfiefd, Farlin, Forester, Fowler, French, Fry, Galbraith, 
James Garland, Rice Garland, Gholson, Gillet, Glascock, Gra- 
ham, Grantland, Graves, Griffin, Haley, J. Hall, Hamer, Harian, 
Samuel S. Harrison, Albert G. Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Holsey, Holt, Hopkms, Howard, Howell, Hubley, Hunt, Hwn- 
tington, Huntsman, Ingham, Jarvis, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, 
Cave Johnson, Henry Johnson, John W. Jones, Kennon, 
Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Lawler, 
Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Luke Lea, Lewis, 
Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, Abijah Mann, Martin, William 
Mason, Moses Mason, Sampson Mason, Maury, McComas, 
McKay, McKeon, McKim, McLene, Mercer, Miller, Montgom- 
ery, Moore, Morgan, Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, Parks. Patier- 
son, Patton, Franklin Pierce, Dutee J. Pearce, James A. 
Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, Peyton, Phelps, Pinckney, John 
Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Richardson, Robertson, Rogers, 
Schenck, Seymour, William B. Shepard, Augustine H. Shep- 
perd, Shields, Shinn, Spangler, Standefer, Steele, Storer, Ta- 
liaferro, Taylor, John Thomson, Waddy Thompson, Toucey, 
Turrill, Underwood, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward, Webster, 
Weeks, White, T. T. Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod 
Williams, Wise, and Yell—159. 

NAYS—Messis. Adams, Heman Allen, Bailey, Beaumont, 
Bond, Borden, Briggs, Buchanan, W. B. Calhoun, George Cham- 
bers, Clark, Cushing, Darlington, Denny, Evans, Everett, 
Granger, Grennell, Hiland Hall, Hard, Harper, Hazeltine, 
Henderson, Hoar, Ingersoll, William . Jackson, Janes, Law: 
rence, Lay, Lincoln, Love, Job Mann, McCarty, McKeonan, 
Milhgan, Parker, Phillips, Pous, Reed, Russell, Slade, Sloane, 
Vinton, Elisha Whittlesey, and Young—45. 

So the vote was reconsidered. 

{When the roll had been called through, Mr. Orare rose in 
his piace, and stated that he was out of his seat at the moment 
when his name was called, though he returned to it the instant 
thereafter, and he asked leave to record his vote in the affirma- 
tive; but it was objected to.} 

The resolution being then before the House; 

Mr. TAYLOR moved to amendit by striking ont all after the 
word “Resolved,” and insert the folowing: “That slaves do not 
possess the right of petitien secured to the people of the United 
States by the Constitution.” 

Mr. PICKENS addressed the House atsome length in opposi- 
tion to the proposed amendment. He considered it an evasion 
of the question, and hoped that southern men would not aid in 
this evasion. He believed if the vote wasto be taken over again 
on the resolution now reconsidered, it would be the same that 
it was when it was rejected, and that the amendments proposed 
were mere evasionsofthe question. Besides this, he considered 
that vote as a true exponentof the willof the constituents of those 
gentlemen who had voted on that occasion, and he felt it to 
be his duty not to vote on a question which could lead to no- 
thing but delusion, Je was of opinion, from information re- 
ceived on the floor, that the abolitionists were increasing in 
numbers, and that the vote which was given the other day met 
their views, and as an evidence of this he reterred to the pro- 
ceedings: now going on in Pennsylvania, atan abolition conven- 
tion now in session at Harrisburg. He did not believe that any 
one should be trammelled by what he had said, but:he could 
not and he would not vote on any question of this kind, as he 
never could be an aider an abbettor of those who desired to 
evade a question so important as this. 

Mr. INGERSOLL submitted the following amendment to 
the substitute offered hy Mr. TAY?.OR. Strike out all after 
the word ‘That,’ and insert the following: “the honorable 
John Quincy Adams having inquired of the Speaker whe- 
ther it would be in order for him to presenta petition purpor:- 
ing to be from certain slaves, and the Speaker having appealed 


to the House for instructions, 


Resolved, That this House cannot receive such petition with- 
out disregarding its own dignity, the rights of a large class of 
citizens of the south and west, an@ the Constitution of the 
United States. 

Mr. INGERSOLL said: The amendment proposed, Mr. Speak- 
er, is offered in aspirit of tranquillity and peace. Nextto the 
desire which should influence every member of this House to 
give his vote according to the dictates of a conscientious judg- 
ment, is that of giving it with the hope of reconciling conflict- 
ing sentiments, and ve-producing harmony when it has been 
disturbed. We are informed of angry feelings, of agitated, and 
excited minds. It is our duty, if we can, to prevent, if pose! 
ble, their farther aggravation in this House, and the extensicn 
of it throughout the country. How is this best to be efieete .7 
By meeting the evil at its source; by counteracting the prin- 
cipal and primary mischief.. To ascertain where that is, we 
need only lovk to the bistory of the last week. A disscussion 
has been going on which has done no good. It might have 
been obviated ina moment by a prompt reply to the inquiry 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts. That reply would now 
terminate whatat the beginning it would have prevented. We 
have reached a practical crisis, It is a practical evil that we 
wish to correct.« 

Tnere are many propositions which are not acceptable, and 
are not adopted, and yet the rejection of them does not imply a 
negative of all or any of the propositions contained in them. 
There are truisms which are not rendered the stronger by being 
legislated on affirmatively, or the weaker by a negative vote. 
If, for exainple, it should be proposed to resolve thata republi- 
can form of government is the best; that this Union ougkt to be 
preserved; that itis hoped this Capitol will stand; that we de- 
sire to be a free, happy, and united people, no one will question 
the soundness of the propositions,yet not a member of the House 
would feel disposed to vote for any of them. They are not 
practical, and forthat reason they arenot useful. The question 
now at issue is mainly between theory and practice. We must 
meet the inquiry which has been mace sooner or later, and I 
proposeto meet it in the form which the substitute 1 have of- 
fered presents. The petition cannot be received, whether itbe 
a jest, or otherwise, without compromising the dignity of the 
House. Itaimsatnousefulend. It attempts the correction of 
nogrievance. It cannot be received, because it would interfere 
with the rights of those to whom service and labor are due by 
the individuals who have forwarded it, and declared themselves 
to stand in that relation. It cannot be received, because in 
this interference it sirikes at all those parts of the Constitution 
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which recognise the system of slavery in the several States: of 
the Union where itexistsaccording to-their chosen polity. 
Mr. VANDERPOSL ofN. Y. said he congratulated the House 
and the whole country, that this mportant and agitating subject 
was about to assume sucha shape, as that all, or nearly all, por- 
tions of the House, mizht and would unite in doing and declar- 
ing something that. the crisis demanded. He had voted for the 
original resolution which. was rejected day before yesterday, 
and the vote to reject, which had just been reconsidered. fn 
voting for it, he had no difficulues or scruples to overcome. 
Hebelieved in one and all of the propositions which it either 
expressed or implied. He would be ashamed of himself: if 
he ever could have supposed that slaves had a right to peti- 
tion this body, or any legislative body of any State where sla- 
very exists; nor had he any doubt of the soundness or -justness 
of the proposition, that if any gentleman should hereafter pre- 
sent a petition from slaves, he would justly expose himselfto the 
displeasure, if aot the censure of this House. The idea that slaves 
had a right to petition the American Congress was indeed too 
monstrous to justify any labered attempt at refutation, but at the 
same time, he was well satisfied that the vote upon the resolution 
of the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Patton,) was not an ex- 
pression of the sense of a majority of this House upon the ab- 
stvact right of slaves to petition. He believed, he hoped, for 
the honor of the nation, that there were not twenty members in 
this House who believed in the abstract right of slaves to peti- 
tion’ Congress. At thesame time, he knew that the vote of 
Thursday, which he, Mr. V. so much deplored, was not a fair 
exponent of the sense of the majority of this House as to the 
right of slaves to petition, as wouid be demonstrated by the 
vote which would now soon be given, It would be recol- 
lected that that resolution, which was just reconsidered, 
contained some two or three propositions so connected 
as to. be indivisible; propositions in one of which gen- 
tlemen might believe, and disbelieve the residue. A gentle. 
man from New Jersey, (Mr. Parker) had moved a division of 
the resolution of the gentleman from Virginia, so as to geta 
vote upon each distinct proposition, and the Chair very prò- 
perly decided, that the resolution was so worded, that ifthe’ - 
vote upon the first proposition were taken, no distinct indepen- 
dent substantive proposition would be left, and the resolution 
was not therefore susceptible of division. It was to. be swal. 
lowed ihen as one unbroken dose. Many gentlemen to his 
(Mr. V's) knowledge, had voted against it, because they. sup- 
posed it involved a very severe censure upon the honorable 
gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams,) others voted 
against it, because it impeached, in advance, as they suppose, 
the motives of some honorable member of this House, who 
under some very peculiar circumstances might hereafier deem 
itaduty to present a petition froma slave. As a whole therefore, 
they voted against it, though, as F well know, they believed that 
slaves have constitutionally no right to petition Congress, And 
vet the honorable gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Pickens,) has toid us that he did not vote upon the motion to re- 
consider, because he believes that the vote of Thursday was a 
fair exponentof the sense of a majority of this House upon the 
abstract right of slavesto:petition!! The gentleman’s course was, 
no doubt, a conscientious one; but he entreated him te review 
a resolution which, he (Mr. V.) feared he had too precipitately 
formed. Was the stand he had taken kind'to those gentlemen 
of the north who had for the two last years so firmly co-operat- 


-el with us hero and elsewhere, in all measures that were cal- 


culated to frustrate the mischievous doings of northern aboli 
limnists? was it not any thing but charitable? I tell the 
gentleman that I know, because they.have told me so, that 
many gentlemen from the north voted in the majority on 
Thursday, because they supposed that the resolution then 
negativel, implied a severe imputation upon the motives 
of the geutleman from Massachusetts, And. does he still 
adhereto the scntiment that that resolution isa fair expo- 
nent of the sense of the majority of this House, and is he still 
unwilling to aid gentlemen in any effort they may make to set 
themselves right before this House and this natlon? Suppose 
that whole numbers of northern gentlemen should rise in their 
places and tell usthat they did not believe in the night of slaves 
to petition, but that they voted in the negative on Thursday, be- 
cause the resolution, then under consideration, implied, as they 
suppose:], á most unmerited and cruel impeachment of the mo- 
tives of an honorable member of this House, would the gentle- 
man from South Carolina still pertinaciously adhere to his 
faith? would he stil! persist in the course he ‘had prescribed 
for himself? Te appealed to that gentleman’s high senee 
of yustice, and he appealed to his regard for the past efforts 
of nerthern gentlemen to put down the abolitionists, and 
to his regard for that great southern interest which was 
assailed by the petitions with which fanatics were constantly 
pestering us. Sir, said Mr. V. I wil not impeach the motives 
which have influenced any geutlemen in the course they have 
seen fit to pursue in relation ta this agitating subject. They 
are doubtless patriotic. But Iwill take occasion to say, that 
as a northern man, opposed with all my soul to the mad 
sehemes of the northern abolitionists, and feeling the full weight 
of obligation that resis upon me to fulfil that sacred compact of 
the Constitution—vot to interfere with the domestic relations of 
our southern brethren—my meentives to duty have by no means 
been strengthened by the speeches, the doctrines, and the prop- 
ositions, of the honorable gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Pickens.) and. of other southern gentlemen who have 
advocated his policy, his views, and his measures, upon 
this subject. We have for the last two years heard much 
here to try our patience, if not to abate our zea} in the good 
cause. Wehadheard entirely too much ofblood and disunion; 
too much hurling of defense, io afford us encouragement, to 
elimulate us to renewed vigor in the path of duty. Sir, there 
are many southern gentlemen who do not seem to appreciate 
ion at the north. We now have. and always will 
nd fanatics there, as well as elsewhere. We know 
pthem in subjection, if their arms are not nerved, 
ks are not thickened, by the indiscretion ofour south- 
erm breihren. Ttis at the norch where the battle against the abo- 

ionist= isto he fought. We will do the work for you, my 
om the south, nobly and gallantly; but in the name of 
justice, cheer and encourage us with your kindness ahd friend- 
‘ship, instead of irritating us with menace, with denunciation, 
and ebulitions of defiance. Do not propose measures 
so harsh and unreasonable, as to drive from us any 
of that great mora! thinking mass of northern popula- 
tion, that now sustains and encourages us In our efforts 
to put down the abolitionists. Think, gentlemen, before 
you speak; look before you leap. Recollect thet the boldest 


measures are not always the wisest and most politic measures. 
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Do not uaconsciousty play into the hands of northern meen- 
“diaries, by asking us to vote for propositions which our con- 
stituents of the norih may regard as violations of the Constitu- 
tion. Do not ask us to deny to fteemen the right of petition, 
„however deluded they may be. “Ba assured that you are not, 
by such a course, subserving the great interest you have so 
near at heart. -H is calculated to increase our difficulties at 
home, and reinforce the enemy you wish us to subdue. I conjure 
southern gentiemen to think of, to appreciate, these consid 
tions. 
of fidelity to the Constitucion, Think you not that harsa 
speeches and harsh measures operate against your. cause? 
, An honorable gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Pinckney,) 
inthe ardor of debate, had resorted to a simile, which, if trac, 
-might rather have been waived. He told us that he would as 
soon believe that a cow or a horse, a dog or a cat, had a 
right to petition, as that a negro slave had a right ta pe- 
ition this House. Speeches like these, and measures that 
are akin to them, furnish texts from which abolitionisis will 
write and preach whole volumes. Let southern gentlemen 
temper their valor with a litte discretion, and, my word for it, 
all will yet he well. We of the north, the great mass of the 
north, will fulfil the compact to the letter and spinit, We 
recognised your property in slaves when:we entered into so- 
lemn covenant and-union with you. We solemnly agreed that 
slaves should form part of the basis of your representation on 
this floor; and, until we become wretches, and wholly insensi- 
ple to the obligations of covenant and duty, WE WILL FAITH- 
FULLY FULFIL THE COMPACT. 

It was necessary that he should say a few words as to the 
right of slaves to petition. He was surprised that any intelli- 
gent gentleman had seriously contended tor this right. Jt was 
wholly inconsistent with the idea of property in slaves, which 
all who understood the relation of master and slave must admit 
to exist. A slave is not a citizen in the eye of the Constitution. 
His political existence is merged in that of his master. He can- 
not prosecute in your courts of justice; he cannot petition your 
legislative assemblies. Sir, I know enough of the sentiments of 
the State which I have the honor in part to represent, to feel 
assured, that before slavery was abolished in New York, a 

. proposition to present a petition frum slaves to the New York 
Legislature, would bave been regarded as an insult. It would 
have awakened there as greata measure of indignation as has 
here been exhibited within the last five days. Bir, what has the 
Legislature of New York lately done to indicate its abhorrence 
of the movements of modern abolitionists? A petition was there 
very recently presented: to enlarge the political rights of free 
negroes; emanating, no doubt, from the same sources that are 
coustantly agitating us here; and co-instanti that it was pre- 
sented, its prayer was indignantly rejected by au alnost wnan- 
inous vote of tho popular branch of the New York Legislature. 
Toere was lite or no sympathy for abolitionists there. Now 
York is sound w the cove upon this subject; and he bad no fear 
that she would ever become otherwise. 

Anhonorable gentleman from Massachusetts (Mir. Cushing) 
hat favored us with a very eloquent and able speech a few 
days ago, but the great defect of it was, that it did not meet the 
true questions Admit that the right of petition is pre-existent 
to, and independent of, the Constitution, the question still vre- 
curs, whether it is notto freemen, and to /reemen alone, that 
itatiaches. The Coustitution, secures to the people the right 
peaceably to assemble and petition the Gavernment for a ro- 
dress of geievances, Had any one, before to day, ever dreamed 
thar the appellation of “ike people” embraced slaves? Sir, I 
hesitate not to declare that, were Ta southern man, I would not 
submit to the doctrine, that slaves have a right to petition, if 
Congress were ever mad enough to sanction it. Nay, I go for- 
ther, and declare, that, as a northern man, T would notsubniit 
ditn TI would not brook the degradation of listening to and en- 
tertaining that which it belongs to freemen alone to address 
tons, The honorable geutlemea from Massachusetts (Mr. 


ACains) had fancied and siated some cases, in which jt 
might ho expedient to entertain a petition from a slave. Ñ 
sail Mr. V. 1 could bave hoped that that gentleman was too 
sound a logician to suppose, thatextreme and far-fetched cases 
againsta proposition prove ita unsoundness. On the contrary 
the maxim “H ulam, was a sound maxim 


A can slave in 
a foreign country, who was there most cruelly oppressed; that 
he had endeavored to-find his master, but- had not been able 
to fiad him; that he submitted it, most respectfully, to the House 
to determin > whether it would receive such petition; and the 
House were to determine, as matter of groce and favor, that 
the petition showll be received. Wouid this extreme case 
prove the unsoundaess of the general proposition, that slaves 
have constitutionally no right to petition? No, sir: it would 
not militate against the soundness of the gencyal rule. But even, 
in such a case, the proper cuurse would be for the slave to lay 
hls case before our minister or consul abroad. Let the minister 
or Consul communicate the facts to your Executive, and if he 
regards itas a case yequiring legislative mierposition, fet bim 
communicate it to Congress. I deny, therefore, that even 
ander such extreme cireumstances, aslave would, as matter of 
sirict right, have a right directly tô petition Congress. And was 
it indeed so very strange that this right of petition was not an 
usiversal right? He appealed to his friends and colleagues from 
the north, whether there weré not some persons in our section 
of ihe Union levally meapable of petitioning even your courts 
of justices. An infant, a person under twenty-one years of age, 
can there only petiton a judicial: tibunal by his guardian or 
next friend. Toll me not then that the right of petition to 
cot of Justice, or legislative bodies, is a universal right; that 
itis not modfied or limited by the lawsand relations of society. 
He would not longer discuss this point. He had already dwelt 
ton long upon it, To discuss it was paying too much respect 
todt. . It was a point which he could have hoped would never 
have been masoted in an American Congress. 

« He hal said that he had heard too many threats ef blood and 
disunion since he had had ths honor of a seat here. Had we 


'Phey are. dictated by a spirit of friendship, bya spirit- 
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sation when gentlemen presented to us the dreadful alternative 
of dimaion!” But, sir, it had no power longer to shake his 
nerves. He had become. used to it; for it had become quite an 
old story. Threats ofdisunion had become as familiar here as 


household words. Gentlemen almost daily talked about setting 


up for themselves, “as flippantiy as maids do talk of pupy - 


dogs,” and no on@ was longer disturbed by it. He would not 
longer permit himself to be troubled with the apprehension 
of even the possibilty of disunion. - The north, though it had 
afew weak and deluded men, and officious women, would 
sacredly regard and faithfully fulfil all the obligations that re- 
sulled irom the “Union.” There was patriousny enough at 
the North, and: patriotism and discretion enough at the 
South, te save this glorious fabric of our Union Delusion and 
fanaticism would have only a brief and harmless career. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana could not believe that a ma- 

_ jority of the members who had voted. to reject the resolntion 
offered by the gentieman from Virginia the other day istended 
to express the opinion that slaves had the right to petition: but 
there seemed to be a great contrariety of opinion on the subject, 
and a number of gentieman thought that by implication the re- 
jection of that resolution went toafirm that slaves had the right 
to petition. He had never entered into a discussion on this sub- 

jeci, because he did no}. believe that it could lead to any good 
result; buton the contrary would do a great deal of evil. He 
did censider, however, that if the House recognised the right 
of slaves to petition, that the Union was virtually dissolved, 
and when that day came, he should feel it tobe his daty to 
leave that House, and go home to his constituents. Entertain- 
ing these views, he would ask of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania toaccept as a part of his resolution, to come in at the 
end thereot, the words “and endungering this Union.” 

Mr. ANTHONY hoped his colleague would not accept of 
this modification, hecauso thoy had heard too much about en- 
dangering the Union. or 

Mr. INGERSOLL said, he could not accept of the modifica- 
tion, : 

Mr. PATTON then addressed the House at some length, in 
support of his original propositions. fa 

Mr. INGERSOLL modified his amendment, by omiting the 
¡name of Mr. Adams, and inserting “an honorable member from 
Massachusetts.” . 

4$ An inquiry having been made, by an honorable gentleman 
from Massachusetts, whether a paper, which he held in his 
hand, purporting to be a petition from certain slaves, and de- 
claring themselves slaves, came within the order of the House 
of the 8th of January, and the said paper net having been re- 
ceived bythe Speaker, he stated that, ina case so extraordinary 
and novel, he would 1ake the advice and counsel of the House. 

Resolved, That this House cannot receive the said petition 
without disregarding its own dignity, the rights of a large class 
of citizens of the south and west, and the Constitution of the 
United States, 

Mr, SUTHERLAND spoke at some length in explanation of 
the vote he had given. Ye 1 voted against this resolution; 
but, because -of his doing so, it did not follow that he was in 
favor of receiving petitions from slaves. He had voted against 
it, because the resolution involved a question of censure on the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, aod he put it to gentlemen 
whether it would not be the better means of getting a large 
vote on this subject, to take it on the bare question presented by 
the gontteman from Massachusetts, on the reception of the peti- 
tion purporting to be from slaves. If that question was met 
he doubted not they would obtain very nearly a unanimous 
vote against the reception of the petition. ‘That was the ques- 
tion which ought to be met, and he was sorry to see gentlemen 
yunning offafier a new questien. 

Mr. BYNUM did not rise to make a speech on this occasion, 
but merely to inform the House, that at this time the individual 
who had Deen ordered to be brought before the House by the 
Sergeant-atarns, was now in attendance, prepared to be heard, 
and he hoped sendermen would bring tis debate to a close at as 
carly 2 period as practicable, so that a citizen might not be kept 
m custoly longer than was actually necessary Mr. B. then 


made a tew remarks in reply to the geneman from New York * 


(Mr. Vanderpoel) and read an extract from a southern. paper 
stating that a committee of the Legislature of Louisiana had re- 
ported in favor of calligg a southern convention, to take some 
measures tocounteract the efforts ofthe abolitionisis. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON said he regretted to differ from 
his honorable colleague (Mr. Pickens) on any question of such 
interest Lo the south asthe one immedia‘ely pending; but he 
felt it dueto those gentlemen who had shown a disposition 
to meet this question, to say that he was satisfied with the amend- 
ment proposed by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. 
Ingersoll.) because he believed it covered all the material 
points, if not the whole ground. Although he did not feel au- 
thorized to take the responsibility of accepting it as a modifica- 
tion of his resolution, still he would consider himself justified 
in voting for the amendment. He was glad to give gentlemen 
from the north the opportunity of setting themselves right on this 
subject; and although he might be disposed under certain cir- 
cumstances to cavil for the ninth part ofa hair, yet he would con- 
sider himself as deinig that which was most improper, if he 
were to split hairs on a question like the present, a question of 
pacification. He considered jt to have been his duty to have 
said thus much, and if he had not mistaken the general senti- 
ment ef the south, they would respond to it, 

Mr. HOWARD moved a reconsideration of the vote by 
which the resolution of yesterday directing Mr. Whitney to be 
brought before the bar of the House, was adopted; which mo- 
tion was entered, and lies over. [It being a privi eged gues- 
tion, was entertained by the Cuarr, and recerded.] 

Mr. BOULDIN said: I have a desire to say something, though 
not a great deal, on the momentous and awful subject now be- 
fore the JTouse. i have a personal interest in the issue to be de- 
termined here, not very inconsiderable to myself, but failing 
inte utter insignificance when compared with the consequences 
which may and must follow the decision now tobe made. f 
have said and have acted upen:that opinion and belief, that 
there was no. considerable number of the members of this 
House willing to take any steps or measures, direct or in- 
direct, agamst the slaveholding people, through the pewer or 
authority ofthe House, going to cestroy the right of property in 
negro slaves, or to endanger the slave or slave owner on that 
account in that regard. Yssidit at the last session, and ieite- 
rated itagain on Monday last, when this question arose. I said so 
from my entire conviction ofits truth, and from the bottorn of my 
heart. I knew there were societies and private associations, and 
private opinions and wishes, on-both sides of the Potomac of 
a different character, but I did not believe that they had at- 


—————— 
tained an official and jJegislative form and substance, until the 
vote which is now the subject of reconsideration. I did say 
upon that vote would depend the question whether my faith 
would be confirmed, impaired, or entirely annihilated. I 
know that for that opinion I ams responsible to my consti:vents, 
and all who confide in me, or have any claims upon me; so far 
my personal interest extends. : 

lt is with the deepest regret, the most mournful reflections 
that 1am compelled to say I had been censtrained to come to 
the conclusion, that in this, Thad heen entirely in. the wrong. 
{have been obliged to conclude, from that vote, that a majority 
of this House were deliberately and fatally of opinion that a 
slave has the right to petition this House. 

From this proposition, if true, a corollary follows, as conclu- 
sively and inevitably as a corollary follows from a Cemsnstra- 
tion of any proposition in Buclid, that the Constitution of the 
United States is no effective harrier to the action of Congresson 
the right of property ina negro slave toalter or abolish it, 

This has filled my mind with the melancholy anucipations of 
all its natural andawful consequences; and this is the general 
understanding, as far as Lam informed, of the meaning and im- 
port of that vote which has caused so much dissatisfaction in 
so many who are interested—so many of the slaveholding com- 
munity. 

I have heard and am cheered with hope that such 1s not the 
construction put on this vote by many who voted, and have 
been thus understood. The motion to reconsider would seem 
toindicate that this hope is not entirely unfounded. 

In the few considerations that E shall throw out, let me then 
avoid every thing that is calculated to irritate and unsettle the 
deliberate judgment of gentlemen in the decision they’ shall 
now make upon this momentous question, so full of consequen- 
ces of fearful import. Let me not throw out any thing that 
wears the appearance of a threat, or any single word that ad- 
dresses itself to passion of any kind. 

Sir, let not the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Suther- 
land,) imagine that any question of order, or any question as 
to time and manner of introducing this subject, can materially 
affect the impression that this vote will make. Knowing that 
my own confidence was greater than is common to gentlemen 
of the South, and knowing that that confidence is shaken to its 
foundations, I cannot but feel that the confidence of others, less 
firm than my own, must be shaken also. 

Although the doctrines of the abolitionists give good cause for 
uneasiness, and although the late proposition in another branch 
of this legislature, to incorporate the Colonization Society in this 
district is far more calculated to create uneasiness; vet both 
together, and all that has happened before, bear no comparison 
to the belief that Congress will assume the ground thatthey may 
receive the petitions ef slaves; that the Constitution is no secu- 
rity for the property in negro slaves. Nothing can satisfy us 
while we are even Jefi in doubt on this question., The point has 
been made and seriously urged, not only by the gentleman ‘from 
Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams,) but by otbers also, that a slave has 
the right to petition. The venerable and distinguished gentleman 
has urged that a slave in thestrecis of Constantinople, may pe- 
tition the Grand Seignor, or Grand Mogul, and that he: dare not 
refuse to listen to him, and therefore infers that a slave may 
petition Congress: if he can prove that Congress are the masters 
ofthe slaves, here his cases might be analogous. He has referred 
to the right of a British subject to petition. In that caseallare 
free. He has urged that the right to petition is older than, and 
paramount to the Constitution. AJ this goes to show, if ait 
shows any thing, that the Constitution does not secure the pro 
perty in a slave. The Constitution was formed to protect per- 
son and property. This argument places the whole South, 
person and preperty, under the discretion, and atthe mercy of 
a majority of Congress, and like the Grand Seignor in‘Constan- 
tinople, they may make them all free or slaves at their pleasure. 

Mr. Speaker, we have taken an oath to support the Constitu- 
tion. That Constitution was framed to support thi 
other property. Uthen we appeal to any powers 
reasons, above and beyond that instrument, we d r 
bond which is the only obligation and contras n us, and, 
as It seems to me, with all respect to the opinions oy others, we 
disregard the oaths we have taken to support it. Itis in vain 
to put the case ofa slave condemned to be hanged for crime, 
and applying for pardon, with no one to apply to but us. Mn such 
a case he isout of the power, custody, and protecion of his 
master, and is not the subject of property. Any genera) pro- 
position that slaves can petition cannot be maintained in this 
way. The law makes provision how he may be pardoned 
without applying here. The faith and confidence of the south 
cannot be restored by extravagancies of this sort, 

We must come to the simple question —Do you, the majority, 
mean that our slaves can petition Congress? If so, say so: 
plainly, calmly, and promptly. If hot, gay the reverse, and 
let us know what you mean. Itis due to us, and to yourselves, 
that you should be now understood upon this point. T hope 
that you will not answer to this inquiry under any party drill, 
as is supposed by the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Pickens,) but that you will give us your real opinion. 1, Jike 
that gentleman, wish the South to know, since this question, 
never before thought of, as far as I know, has been raised, the 
exact truth, I wish the South to know the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth. T do not wish, by any irrita- 
ting, provoking or even vindictive, and much Jess by appeal- 
ing to the tender feelings of kindness and sympathy, to aggra + 
vaie or appease any passion or feeling, butto get from the House 
a cool and deliberate expression of opinion on this point. 

T can assure the genvemar from South Carolina, that my 
course has not been produced by any drill on either side. Iam 
certain, however, that even this question bas been made, and I 
fear will continue to be made, subject tothe inveterate party 
feelings heatedto frenzy. In such a state of things nothing is 
sacred. I know there are those in this country of all political 
sects who are willing to make any use ef this subject of negro 
Slavery. Iam and have been daily sensible of these operations 
going on around me, and see their effects. 

Sir, the very moment the gentleman from Massachusetts put 
his question, I felt it, and saw it in all its sad consequences: E 
felt nothing but sorrow and sadness. When the Chair an- 
nounced to the House that it was a question of novelty 
and difficulty, I felt surprise and even astonishment. 1 
thought it was so easy to bave escaped any further trouble 
aboutit. Not much acquainted with questions of order, I be- 
came somewhat resigned to this, and felt still nothing but serrow 
that such a firebrand should have been thrown in among us, 
mingled with a dread of its consequences, until a gentleman 
from New York (the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means) attempted to make sport, and turn it offes a “hoax” or 
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a “joke,” originating in the South. Sir, this producad in me 
feelings ef any kind rather than what had prevailed with me 
before. Ifthe gentleman from Massachusetts was ‘“ hoaxed,” 
it was his misfortune; but that was no reason why an attempt 
should be made to “hoax us” in so solemn and serious a mat- 
ter. The gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Sutherland) relied 
upon this as some excuse for the introduction of this monstrous 
proposition inthis House. Gentlemen all, and surely a gentle- 
man who has stood as high, and deservedly so, as the Ex-Presi- 
dent, must be taken te be serious, when they make froi their 
places propositions of this, or indeed of any kind, be they what 
they may, When, then, a gentleman occupying a placeas 
hich in this House and this country as the chairman of the Com- 
mittee af Ways and Means, proposed to treat the subject with 
levity, and justify the introduction of a paper of that kind into 
this House, and a proposition so fraught with mischief, upon 
the gronnd that some one from the South had played a trick on 
the gentleman from Massachuseits, | was struck with surprise, 
as well as with other emotions that I need not now express in 
terms. There ave things of which sport cannot be made; and 
this is one of tiem. What would you think ofa man that would 
attempt to make fun of death? As-well might gentlemen under- 
take to do that. ` 

The tadies of the North appear to be very anxious about 
their sisterhood at the South. Gad bless them, sir, I wish 
them all happiness, North and South, in whatever situation 
they may be found. Let me not say a word to wound or 
otfend them; but Lam persuaded they give themselves'a great 
deal of unnecessary trouble abuut us. As they seem to have 
set Out as vali chevaliers, determined to break a lance in 
defence of the oppressed, it is probable that any.appeal to them 
looking like a regard to. their own interest, would be coldly 
received; yet I would modestly say to them that, living among 
the people myself, I have some chance tc know. something 
about the effect likely to be produced in the South by their m- 
terference; and I am afraid the benefits will not be as great as 
tiey suppose. T will say, sir, to the gentlemen and ladies of 
the North, and to the gentlemen from that quarter in this 
Fouse, and especially to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
(Mr. Sutherland,) who last spoke, that I neither ask nor despise 
the sympathy of the North, or of him, so kindly expressed; but 
that, in fixing their eyes upon our dangers and perils, they are 
very prone to forget their own. ‘They all seem to forget that, 
while they kindle up strife, rebellion, and civil war, as they 
think, only in the South, and weep over it, the flame they 
are kindling may reach their own dwellings—ay, sir, may 
break out first in their own quarters. While they fix 
their imaginations upon kindling faggots and smoking 
habitations in the South, the real flame may appear bursting 
losse from their own bedchambers, their own dwellings; and 
their own wives, husbands, friends and children may be the 
first and real sufferers. Ido not address myself to the fears or 
prssions.ofany, but to their reason. And, sir, if zeat bas left 
any reason remaining, cannot gentlemen perceive that civil 
war, division, aid disunion, with all their horrid: consequences, 
cannotbe contined to one quarter of tie Union owly. Let me 
address myself to a consideration that will bring men to re- 
flection, if any thing can—to dollars and cents. If men cannot 
think of their own wives and children, and the dangers and 
perils that will befall them on account of their imaginations too 
strongly dwelling upon the dangers, real or fancied, they think 
impending over our wives and. children, they may be brought 
to feel sor their huckstered, adored thousands and millions in ma- 
nufactories, when a single faggot applied would reduce them 
all to ashes and smoke inan hour. Do they suppose that there 
is no discontent in their own country? no. combustible matter 
that would take fire froma spark kindled in the South? How- 
ever, it is useless to address reason to those whose zeal has 
caused them to overlook this 

Whether we sit here as brothers, consulting upon the com- 
mon welfare, happiness, and prosperity of our common family 
and country, or whether one portion of us is making claims to 
power never granted over the other; whether the Constitution 
has any obligatory force to protect our property, seems now 
about to be decided. I have lived in friendship and at ease, 

‘mingling equally with men here from all parts of the Unien, 
and no man has felt more gratefully the kindness and friendship 
of northern. brethren, and acknowledged it more openly or 
frankly than J have done, or returned it more cordially. Yet, 
sir, if they claim to hold our property, and consequently our 
safety and independence, at their discretion, it is but toe plain 
that this claim will produce any other fruitsooner than brother- 
ly love and kindness. That however the personal friendships 
(no other cause of difference existing) may continue the same, 
and probably in most instances will continue, still the general 
and final result will and must be, not the kind and gentle grasp 
of love and friendship, but the ungentle grapple of death, and 
the issue must be blood. A reflection not more terrible to one 
than to the other, and not more to either than to all men; but 
an issue to be deprecated, as should also all things calculated to 
lead to it, by all men in their sober senses, and trom which may 
God in his mercy shield me, and mine, and my country! 

The subject was further discussed by Messrs. WISE, HAR- 
RISON of Missouri, ASHLEY, (the last two gentlemen in ex- 
planation.) UNDERWOOD, CRAIG, and ANTHONY, (the 
latter merely urging the House to take. the question, as they had 
already consumed a whole week in a debate which could in no 
way benefit the country, any portion or section of it, or even a 
solitary individual.) > 

Mr. TAYLOR rose amidst loud cries of “question.” He said 
it had been his intention to submit a few remarks to the House 
in support of his proposition, but he was admonished by the 
loud calls of “question,” and would most cheerfully yield to the 
expressed wish of the House. His chief object in rising, how- 
ever, was to state, that the gentleman from Pennsylvania hav- 
ing offered a modification, and Mr. T. having been urged by 

-one of his colleagues to accept it, he had then declined, and he 
now desired to give a single reason. He had done so for the 
purpose of waiting to see what the views of other members 
were, and having listened attentively to the debate in its pro- 
gress, he had became satisfied that the acceptance of that amend- 
ment asa modification of his own, would ensure greater har- 
mony in the House, which being all important in the considera- 
tion and disposition of the question, therefore be accepted it, 

My, T. subsequently explained that in accepting the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, e wished, at the 
same time, to retain also the original resolution, to come in after 
Mr. Ingersoll’s and form, together, one distinct proposition. 

Mr. ADAMS then read certain amendments he wished to 
move, onc of which was to insert, where it was referred to, the 
words of the resolution ofthe 18th of January, ordering “all pe- 


‘French, 


titiops, memorials, resolutions and papers, relating in any way, 
‘orto any extent whatever, to the subject of slavery, or the abo- 
lition of slavery,” to be laid on the table, without being printed 
or referred, and thatne further action should be had thereon. 

Mr. A. then addressed the House at length, and went on to 
show thathe wasin no way responsible for the debate which. 
had occurred. He said he now believed the petition to bea 
“ forgery,” desigued as a “hoax” upon hun, aod whatever 
might be the decision of the ITouse, he should not again attempt 
to present the petition. - 

The debate was further continued by Mr. GRANGER, when, 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina accepted the modified 
amendment of Mr. TAYLOR, as a modification of the original 
resolution. : 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON demanded the previous question, 
which was seconded, and the main question being on the adop- 
tion of the resolutions, was ordered without acount. 

My. VANDERPOEL asked for the yeas and nays on the 
main question, which were ordered. 

A division ot the question having been ordered, the first re- 
solution, as modified, was then taken up as follows: 

An inquiry having been made, by an honorable gentleman 
from fassachusetis, whether a paper, which he held in his 
hand, purporting to be a petition from certain slaves, and de- 
claring themselves slaves, came within the order of the House 
of the 18th of January, and the said paper not having been re- 


ceived by the Speaker, he stated that, in a case so extraordinary - 


and novel, he would take the advice an counsel of the House. 

Resolved, That this House cannot receive the said petiton 
without disregarding its own dignity, the rights of a large class 
of citizens of the south and west, and the Constitution of the 
United States. 

The question being taken hereon, it was adopted by a vete 
of yeas 160, nays 35, as follows: 

Y£AS—Messrs. Alford, Chilton Allan, Anthony, Ash, Ashley, 
Bean, Bell, Black, Bockec, Boon, Bouldin, Bovec, Boyd, 
Bunch, Bynum, John Calhoon, Cambreleng, Campbcll, Car- 
ter, Casey, Jolm Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, 
Nath. HW. Claiborne, J. F. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, Coles, 
Connor, Corwin, Craig, Cramer, Crary, Cushman, Dawson, 
Deberry, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Elmore, Fairfield, Farlan, Fow- 
ler, French, Fry, Galbraith, James Garland, Rice Garland, 
Gholson. Gillet, Glascock, Graham, Grantland, Graves, Haley, 
Joseph Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, Hardin, Harlan, Harper, Al- 
bert G. Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, 
Howard, Howell, Hubley, Hunt, Huntington, Huntsman, In- 
gersoll, Ingham, Jarvis, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, Richard M. 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, Henry Johnson, John W. Jones, 
Kennon, Kilgore, Klingensmith, fane, Lansing. Laporte, 
Lawler, Lay, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Luke 
Lea, Leonard, Lewis, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, Abijah Mann, 
Job Mann, Martin, William Mason, Moses Mason, Sampson 
Mason, Maury, McComas, McKay, McKeon, Mclene, Mercer, 
Miller, Mor Moore, Mo Tuhlenbers, Owens. Page, 
Parks, Parte en, Fran Pierce, Jarnes A. Pearce, 
Pearson, Peyton, Phelps, Pinckney, Kencher, John Reynolds, 
Joseph Reynolds, Richardson, Robertson, Rogers, Schenck, 
Seymour, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, 
Standefer, Sutherland, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, John 
Thomson, Waddy Thompson, Turrill, Underwood, Vander- 
poel, Wagener, Ward, Webster, Weeks. White, Thomas T. 
Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Wise, Yell, 
and Young---160. : 

NAYS—Megsrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Beaumont, Bond, Bor- 
den, Wm. B. Cathoun, Carr, George Chambers, Childs, Clark, 
Crane, Cushing, Darlington, Denny, Evans, Samuel 8. Harri- 
son, Hazeltine, Henderson, Herod, William Jackson, Janes, 
Lincoln, Love, McKennan, Morris, Parker, Dutee J. Pearce, 
Phillips, Potts, Russell, Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Sprague, and 
Elisha Whittesey—35. . 

The second resolution was then taken up, as follows: 

* Resolved, That staves do not possess the right of petition 
securéd to the people of the United States by the Constitution.” 

Mr. HALEY moved to lay iton the table: Jost, without a di- 
vision. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the resolu- 
tion, and decided as follows—yeas 162, nays 18. 

VEAS—Messrs. Alford, Chilton Allan, Ash, Ashley, Bean, 
Bell, Black, Bockee, Bond, Boon, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, 
Bunch, Burns, Bynum, John Calhoon, Cambreleng, Campbell, 
Carr, Carter, Casey, George Chambers, John Chambers, Cha- 
ney, Chapman, Chapin, Childs, Nath. H. Claiborne, John 
F. I. Claiborne, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Corwin, Craig, 
Cramer, Crary, Cushing, Cushman, Dawson, Deberry, Double- 
day, Promgoole, Dunlap, Elmore, Fairfield, Farlin, Fowler, 
Fry, Galbraith, James Garland, Rice Garland, 
Gholson. Gilet, Glascock, Graham, S. Grandand, Graves, 
Joseph Hall, Hamer, Edward A. Hannegan, Benjamin Hardin, 
Harlan, Harper, Albert G. Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Ie- 
rod, Ffolsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Mlowell, Hubley, Fun- 
tingtou, Huntsman, Jarvis, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, Richard 
M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Henry Johnson, Jahn W. Jones, 
Kennon, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Lawler, Lay, G. 
Lee, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Luke Lea, Lewis, Lincoln, 
Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, Martin, 
William Mason, Moses Mason, Sampson Mason, Maury, 
McComas, McKay, McKeon, MeLene, Mercer, Miller, Mont- 
gomery, Moore, Morgan, Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, Pakrs, 
Patterson, Patton, Franklin Pierce, James A. Pearce, Pearson, 
Pettigrew, Peyton, Phelps, Pinckney, Rencher, Joseph Rey- 
nolds, Richardson, Robertson, Rogers, Schenck, William B. 
Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, 
Spangler, Standefer, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, John Thom- 
son, Waddy Thompson, Turrill, Underwood, Vanderpoel, 
Wagener, Ward, Webster, Weeks, White, Elisha Whitilesey, 
Thomas T. Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Wiliams, 
Yell, and Young—162. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, H. Allen, Beaumont, Borden, Dar- 
lington, Denny, Haley, Hazeltine, Ingersoll, William Jackson, 
Janes, Love, Parker, Phillips, Potts, Russell, Slade, and 
Sloane—18. 

So the second resolution was adopted. 

{When the name of Mr. WISE was called, that gentleman 
rose in his place and declined to vote for the reason that he held 
that Congress had no power to interfere, in any way, with the 
subject of slavery.} 

The SPEAKER informed the House that the Sergeant-at- 


- arms, in obedience to the order of the House, and the warrant 


of the Speaker, had arrested Reuben M. Whitney, who was 
then in-custody, and waiting the order of the House, 
Mr, HOWARD said that he had made a motion, in the early 


part of the day, to reconsider. the-vote ‘by which the resolution” 


directing the Speaker to issue. his warrant for the arrest’: 
Whitney, had been adopted; and he had ‘done so under: Teo 
pression that it would facilitate the action of the House on the 
inportant public business. Since that time; however, he had 
been induced to change his mind, and he would therefore with- 
draw the motion to reconsider. 

On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, j ` 

The House then adjourned at a tie after? o'clock, P. M, 


IN SENATE, š : 
Monpay, February 13, 1837. 

Mr. LINN presented a petition from sundry citizens of Mig. 
souri, praying the establishment of a mail route from Lexing- 
ton, in that State, through Johnson, Rives and Benton counties. 
to Sprifgticld, in Greene county: referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Aiso, a memorial from the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of 
the city of St. Louis, protesting against and praying that no 
claim to land within the common of St. Louis be confirm- 
ed: referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented ‘the petition of McNair of 
Pittsburg, mail contractor, praying to be compensated for extra 
services rendered by him: referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, - 

Mr, CALILOUN presented two petitions, praying for thees- 


n 


tablishment of additional mail routes: referred to the same . 


commiitee. $ 

Mr. PARKER presented the, memorial of sundry citizens 
of the Districtof Columbia, and other persons transient visiters 
at the Seat of Government, praying for the immediate acknow- 
ledgment of the independence of Texas: laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed, Mes 

Mr..RUGGELES presented the memorial of ——-—; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented certain papers in support of the 
claim of the honorable John Forsyth; which were laid on the 
table. : 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the Committee on the Judiciary 
was discharged from the further consideration of the petition 
of George Washington Parke Custis, praying to be compensa- 
ted for damages done to his fisheries below Georgetown, in the 
Potomac, by the dreging machine employed under an appro- 
priation of Congress. ` Ea 

On motion of Mr BROWN, the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Claims was discharged from the further consideration of 
the petition of William Sands. 

Mr. NORVELL submitted the following resolutions; which 
were considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inquire: into 
the expediency of establishing a port of entry at the town of Bt, 
Joseph, at the mouth of the river St. Joseph, on Lake Michi- 
gan. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands mquire into 
the expediency of granting to the Stace of Michigan five hun- 
dred thousand acres of public land, for the purpose of improv. 
ing the navigation of the rivers in that State. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, 

The Committee on Public Lands was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of John W, Cook; and 
leave was granted to the petitioner to withdraw his petition and 
papers. : f 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, iy 

The Committee on Revolutionary Claims was discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of the heirs of 
Doctor Thomas Carter. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, reported a 
bill to establish a port of entry at Jersey City; which was: read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the same committee, reported a bill to au- 
theorize Charles Dana ant James R, Butts to impert, free of du- 
ty, an iron steamboat in detached parts, with the nec ry ma- 
chinery, working tools, &e.; which was read, and ord red to a 
second reading. 

Oa motion of Mr. GRUNDY, 

The Senate took up the bil supplementary to the act to 
amend the judicial system of the United States; and, after be- 
ing amended, it was ordered to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. RUGGLES, 

The Senate took up the bill in addition to the act to promote 
the progress of science and the useful arts; and, after being 
amended, the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the Department of 
State, transmitting certain documents relative to the claim of 
the executrix of Richard K. Meade; which were laid on the ta- 
ble, and ordered to-be printed. ; . 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
moved that 2,000 extra copies of the Presidents message on the 
subject of our relations with Mexico be printed; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. WALKER moved that the Senate take up the resolution 
which ‘was submitted by him in the carly part of the session, 
relative to acknowledging the independence of Texas; and he 
asked for the yeas and nays, which were ordered 

Mr. W. said he regarded this resolution as of more conse- 
quence than any thing which could come under the considera- 
tion of Congress during the present on. He must press the 
Senate to act upon it, without the slightest delay, for he was 
apprehensive that should jt be postponed now, it would not be 
reached again this session. He did not intend to allow an op. 
portunity to pass without obtaining a vote on tie resolution. 
Ie thought the honor of the country required that Congress 
should act upon it without toss of time. Nationa) justice and 
national honor demanded that Congress should forthwith »pro- 
ceed to recognise the Independence of Texas. " 

Mr. BENTON oppose:l the motion on the ground that the 
bill to increase the army was entitled to a preference, and 
would come up, ifnot kept off by a debate fa relation to Texas; 
and, after a brief discussion, 

Mr. WALKISR’s motion was rejecied; yeas 12, nays 31, as 
follows: : 

YEAS—Messrs Black, Calhoun, Clay. Fulton, Hendricks, 
King of Georgia, Moore, Mouton, Parker, Preston, Walker, and 
White—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton. Brown, Bucharan, Clayton, 
Cuthbert, Dana, Davis, Ewing of Himos, Gr y, Hubbard, 
King of Alabama, Knight, Linn, Lyon, Morr tholas, Niles, 
Norvell, Page, Prentiss, Robbins. Robinson, Ruggles, Strange, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, Wall, and Wright—3l. 

The hill to increase the army of the United States was then 


ase 
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taken up, and considered as in Committee of the Whole, to- 


ether with the amendments reported by the Committee on 
flilitary Affairs; and, the amendments being agreed to, the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. ; 

The bill making-appropriations for the support of the army 
for the year 1837, and for other purposes, was read the third 
time and passed. ` 

The bill to establish a foundry and armory in the west and 
southwest, and depots for arms in certain Sintes and Territories; 
and, after some remarks from Messrs. BRNTON, SEVIER, 
and LINN, in support of the bill, and from Mr. CALHOUN 
against it, it was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading— 
yeas 26, nays 11, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buchanan, Ewing of 
Winois, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King of Alabama, Linn, 
Lyon, Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pages Robin- 
gon, Sevier, Strange, Tallmadge, Tipton, Walkez, Wall, White, 
and Wright—26. $ j 

NAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, King of 
Georgia, Knight, Moore, Parker, Prentiss Preston, and Swift 
On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, the bill from the House re- 
specting discriminating duties on Dutch and Belgian vessels 
and their cargoes, was taken up, and considered as in Commit- 
ec of the Whole, and after an explanation from Mr. B. and a 
Jew ov-ervationg from Mr. CLAY, it was ordered to a third 
reiding. 

The dill in addition to the act entitled an act for the punish- 
ment of crimes against the United States, was taken up, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BUCHANAN objected to the punishment of death, pro- 
vided in the bill for the crime of burning the public buildings, 
and said he never could vote for the bill while it contained such 
a provision. He never could sanction the punishment of 
death, but in the one case authorized by holy writ: “Whoso 
sheddeth man’s blood by man shall his blood be shed.” 

Mr. PRENTISS moved to amend the bill by substituting 
confinement in the penitentiary at hard labor for not more 
than twenty nor less than five years, instead of the punishment 
of death. ‘This amendment was rcejected—yeas 9, nays 21; as 
follows: 

YEAS—Buchanan, Crittenden, Moore, Niles, Prentiss Robin- 
son, Swift, and Walker—~9 

NAYS— Benton, Biack, Clayton, Fulton, Grundy, Mubbard, 
King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Knight, Linn, Nicholas, 
Page, Parker, Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, Talimadge, Tipton 
White, and Wright—21. ; i 

Mr. BUCHANAN then moved to amend the biil by substitu- 
ting imprisonment in the penitentiary for the punishment of 
death in the case of accessaries before the tact; and alter sume 
remarks from Messrs. BUCHANAN and PARKER in favor of 
the amendment, and from Mr, GRUNDY against it, it was re- 
jected, yeas 11, nays 17; as follows: f 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown Buchanan, Crittenden, Knight, 
Moore, Niles, Page, Parker, Prentiss, Robinson, and Walker— 


NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Clayton, Falton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Linn. Nicholas, 
Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, Tallmadge, ‘Lipton, White, and 
Wright—17. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed by the iullowing 
vote, 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Clayton, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King of Alabaina, King of Georgia, Linn, Nicholas, 
Page, Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, Tallmadge, Tipten, White, and 
Wright—18. 

NAYS—Mesasrs. Brown, Buchanan, Crittenden, Moore, Niles, 
Parker, Prentiss, Robinson, Southard, and Walker—10. i 

The Senate then adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monnay, February 13, 1837. 
MOROCCO. - 
The CHAIR, on leave, presented the following 
writing, from the President of the United States: ~ 


To the House of Representatives of the United States. 

I communicate to Congress printed enpies of the treaty of 
peace and commerce between the United States and the Eripe- 
ror of Morocco, concluc Mequinez on the 16th day of Sep- 
tember last, and duly ed by the respective Governments. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 


message, M 


Washington, Feb. 9, 1837. 


The message having been read, was, on motion of Mr. CAM- 
BRELENG, ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

The CHAIR also laid before the House a communication 
from the Comptroler of the Treasury, transmittieg a list of ba 
lances unsetiled by the receivers of public moneys prior ta Sep- 
tember, 1836; which, on motion of Mr E. WEINTTLESEY, 
was ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

The CHAIR also laid before tho Lfuuse a communication 
from the Secretary of the Navy, in relation to the petition and 

apers of James and William Broo which, on motion of 

ir, E WHITTLESEY, was referred to the Committee of 


Claims, 
REUBEN M. WINTNEY’S CASE. 

An pursuance of the following resolution, adopted on Satur- 
day evening last: 

Resolved, That R. M. Whitney, naw in the hands of the 
Sargeant-at-arms, be brought to the bar of this House, to 
answer for an alleged contempt of the House, in perempiorily 
refusing to appear and give evidence as a witness on a cum 
mons, duly issted by a select committee, acting by the a 
rity of this House, under a resolution of the Ith of Jar 
last, in the matter ofa letter, expressing said refusal, addressed 
by the said R. M. Whitney to the committee, and by the com- 
mittee referred to the House; and that he be forthwith furnish- 
ed with a copy ofthe report of said committee, and of the letter 
aforesaid. ‘ 

The CHAIR accordingly informed the House that Reuben 
M. Whimey was in attendance, in custody of the Sergeant-at- 
arms, awaiting the pleasure of the FEouse. 

Mr. PATTON moved that the prisoner be forthwith brought 
to che bar of the House; which was ordered. 

Shortly after, Mr. WHITNEY appeared in custody of the 
Serjeant-at-arms. and was addressed by the Chair as follows: 

Revsen M. Wuirnesy: You have been brought before this 


House, by its order, to answer the charge of an alleged con- 


tempt of this Howse, in having perempiorily refused to give 
evidence in obedience to a summons duly issued by a commit- 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


tee of this House, which committee had, by an order of the 
House, power to send for persons and papers. 

Before you are called upon to answer in any manner to the 
subject-matter of this charge, it is my duty, as the presiding 
officer of this House, to inform you that, by an order of the 
Touse, you will be allowed: counsel should you desire it. if 
you have any request to make in relation to this subject, your 
request will now be received and considered by the House. If, 
however, you are now ready to proceed in the investigation of 
the charge, you will state it, and the House will take order ac- 
cordingly. a 

Mr. WHITNEY then addressed the Chair, in substance as 
follows: Mr. Speaker, Ihsld in my hand a paper responding to 
the charge upon which I am arraigned, and beg leave to offer it 
for the consideration of the [fouse. . ; 

The paper was then received, and read to the House as fol- 
lows: i 

The undersigned answers that his refusal to attend the com- 
mittee upon the summons of the. chairman, was not intended or 
believed by him to be disrespectful to the honorable the House 
of Representatives; nor does he now believe that he thereby 
committed a contempt of the House. 

His reasons for refusing to attend the commtttee are truly 
stated in his letier to that committee. S 

He did not consider himself bound to obey a summons issued 
by the chairman of that committee. 

Jle had attended in obedience to such a summons before 
another committee, voluntarily, and without objection to the 
validity of the process, and would have attended in the sare 
way before the pr semt committee, but for the belief that he 

- might thereby be exposed to insult and violence. 

He denies, therefore, that he has committed a contempt ofthe 
House, hecause, Ist. The process upon him was Megal, and he 
was not bound to obey it; and 2d. Becavse he could not attend 
without exposing himself thereby to eutrage and violence. 

Ifthe House shall decide in favor of the authority of the pro- 
cess, and that the respondent is bound to obey it, then he respect- 
fully asks, in such case, that in consideration of the peculiar 
circumstances in which he is placed, as known to the House, the 
committee may be instructed to receive testimony upon interro- 
gatories, to be answered on oath before a magistrate, as has been 
done in other instances, in relation to other witnesses, or that 
the committee be instructed to prohibit the use or introduction 
of secret and deadly weapans in the committee room during 
the examination of the witnesses. And in case he shall think 
it necessary, he prays to be heard by counsel, and to be allowed 
lo offer testimony in the matters herein submitted. 

k. M. WHITNEY. 


The Sergeant at arms was then ordered to take the respon- 
dent from the bar, pending te discussion on the ensuing propo- 
ear some suggestions from Messrs. HAYNES, PATTON, 
BOULDIN, and LINCOLN, 

Mr. GHOLSON moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That Reuben M. Whitney be now permitted to ex- 
amine witnesses before this House, ia relation to his alleged con- 
eM. LINCOLN moved the ‘following amendment: Strike out 

all after the word “Resolved,” and insert, “That a Committee 
of Privileges, consisting of members, be appointed and inm 
siructed to report the mode of proceeding in relation to Reuben 
M. Whitney, who is now in custody, awaiting the order of this 
House, and that said committee have leave to execute the duty 
assisned them immediately.” 

Mr. GHOLSON said it appeared to him that 
they had select commitiees enough already, for the 
period of the session, and the matters before the 
Louse to be acted upon. Where existed, let him 
ask, the necessity for raising a committee? All 
they could do, would be to bring their report before 
the House, and the House would, when called 

-upon to act on it, be in precisely the same situation 
they were that morning. He had supposed that 
the object of bringing Mr. Whitney to the bar was 
for him to disprove, or to purge himself of an 
alleged contempt to the House. Well, he has ap- 
peared, in obedience to its order, and Mr. G. could 
see no objection to his setting about immediatey to 
disprove the charge against him, if it was in his 
power. 

Mr. MERCER did most sincerely hope that the 
House wouid so far respect its own dignity, as to 
adhere to its old- established forms of proceeding. 
That form had invariably been the appoiniment of 
a committee to direct the mode of proceedings. 

Mr. PATTON then renewed the suggestion that 
the respondent ought to retire during the delibera- 
tions of the House on the preliminary pro- 
ceedings. This had always been the uniform 
course. 

The CHAIR stated that such had been the uni- 
form course in former cases; and believing it to be 
the sense of the House, he directed the Sergeant-at- 
arms to take Reuben M. Whitney from the bar, 
which was done. 

Mr. BOULDIN said he wished only to make one 
suggestion. One proposition of the gentleman, 
brought before the Hiouse, was that he was willing 
to go before the committee, if that committee would 
go into the committee room unarmed. He was 
sure the committee did not wish to go into the room 
armed. He wished to suggest to the committee 
and to the House that: this would avoid all further 
trouble about the matter. _ 

Mr. LINCOLN said was it very far from his in- 
tention to place himselfin the attitude of a prose- 


- eutor in this case. 


The committee had contented 
themselves, by detailing the circumstances of the 
refusal of this witness to appear before them with- 
out recommending any action on the subject; and 
because of this course having been pursued by the 
committee, he. (Mr. L.) had come forward the 
other day, and introduced a- proposition directing 
the Speaker to issue his warrant for the arrest of 
this witness. He had not intended, after the 
adoption of this order, to take any further part in 
the matter, and should not then have arisen to 
bring before the House another proposition, if it 
had not been for the fact that no other person pre- 
sent appeared to have turned their attention to the 
course of proceeding which it would be necessary 
for the House to adopt on this occasion. In look- 
ing into the precedents as to the mode of proceed- 
ing in such cases, he had found that it would be 
necessary, for the purpose of procuring the action 
of the House.on the subject, that some direction 
should be given by the House, as to the mode of 
proceeding; because he believed it would be impos- 
sible for the House to act on it without some pre- 
liminary measures being taken, and for the purpose 
of indicating the course which he thought should 
be-adopted, he sent to the Chair the following 
amendment: 

Strike out all after the word “Resolved,” and 
insert, “That a Committee of Privileges, consisting 
of seven members, be appointed and instructed to 
report the mode of proceeding in relation to Reu- 
ben M. Whitney, who is now in custody, awaiting 
the order of this House, and that said committee 
have leave to execute the duty assigned them im- 
mediately.” 

Mr. McKAY said, he had voted on Friday last, 
when the subject was before the House, to require 
the Speaker to issue his summohs to bring Reuben 
M. Whitney to the bar, and he had done so with a 
good deal of reluctance: not that he at all doubted 
the power of the House to punish a witness in 
cases of flagrant contempt. This witness has now 
appeared at the bar, and declared explicitly, that 
in refusing to appear before the committee he did 
not intend to commit a contempt to the House, or 
to call in question its authority, and had given rea- 
sons for his refusal. Now Mr. McK. was unwil- 
ling to consume any more of the public time, to 
the exclusion of all the important business of the 
country, in an investigation of the power of the 
House, and in hunting up precedents to sustain that 
power. 

It seemed to Mr. McK. he said, that the witness 
himself, in an alternative presented by him to the 
House, had opened the door to overcome any fur- 
ther embarrassment. He had stated several alter- 
natives. Either that the committee should be pro- 
hibited from the use or wearing of deadly weapons: 
this was an alternative Mr. McK. had no disposi- 
tion to consider. Another was, his offer to give 
his testimony, upon interrogatories, and swearing 
to it before a magistrate; in other words, a private 
examination, Now Jet him (Mr. McK.) ask, 
would not the witness’s testimony, taken in this way, 
be just as valuabie to the committee as if written 
in their presence? Surely it wouid.. As the object 
of the committee must be, and as the object of the 
House in raising the committee itself, was to pro- 
cure testimony bearing on the subject matters to be 
investigated, could they do better than by pursuing 
the very course indicated and tendered by this wit- 
ness himself? Surely the House would not con- 
sume the balance of the session in discussing the 
parliamentary law on the subject of contempts, and 
in investigating the conduct of the members of one 
of its committees towards a witness brought before 
them. Would they consume another week upon 
it? which they certainly would do unless his sug~ 
gestion were adopted. Suppose the witness be 
brought to the bar, and is heard by counsel; sup- 
pose they question the power of the House, and, in 
vindication of their client, go inio the conduct of 
the various members of the select committee, what 
would be the certain result? It would consume 
the balance of the session. 

He would again ask if they could. now punish 
the witness for contempt? The dignity of the 
House had been vindicated; the witness had been 
brought to the bar, and explicitly disclaimed any 
intention to commit a contempt, or to be guilty ol 
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disrespect towards the House.. Moreover, he de- 
clares himself ready and willing to give his testi- 
mony in the way it is obtained from many other 
witnesses. Mr. McK. concluded by expressing a 
hope that the House would consume no further 
time in the matter, but at once instrnct the com- 
mittee to take the testimony of Mr. Whitney by 
filing interrogatories. : 

Mr. HOAR could not-understand the question as 
the gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. McKay) 
had. He had understood that gentleman as say- 
ing, that the mode of avoiding this difficulty was al- 
ready pointed out by the respondent. Well, what 
was the course which was pointed out by there- 
spondent? Why he had said, in the first place, that 
he did not intend any contempt of the House; and, 
in the second place, he had said, that provided. the 
House would do certain things which he had indi- 
cated, he would be willing and ready toteslify. He 
did not understand this as an indication of the wil- 
lingness of this witness to obey the command of the 
Government issùed by that House. Hr. H. would 
submit tothe House this question. .The witness 
had represented to the House that certain dificul- 
„ties presented themselves to him which prevented 
his appearing before the committee, one of which 
was that he apprehended some personal danger; 
but could this witness not confide in the justice of 
the House, that it wonld take measures to protect 
him from injury while he was before onc of its 
committees? Shall he assert, as a right, that the 
House, in the first place, must adopt certain 
measures which he had indicated before he could 
appear before this committee? 

Mr. H. contended that no individual in the 
United States had this right, and that this in itself 
was a contempt of the Government of the United 
States; and, while this course was persisted in, it 
appeared to him that the House could not, in a pro- 
per sense of what was due to itself and to the Go- 
vernment, take any course other than to require 
the witness to obey the command of the Govern- 
ment. He should be-as ready as any one to take 
every proper measure to protect a witness; because 
a witness there was properly under the protection 
of the House; and if any individual member of 
the House should undertake to do that which was 
a violation of its protection, the law furnished a 
remedy. Unquestionably the House was under 
the necessity of adopting measures to vindicate the 
rights of. citizens; but it seemed to him that this 
was not the properstage of the proceeding for the 
consideration. of this question. It appeared to him 
that the only course which it was necessary for 
them now to pursue, to save the time of the House, 
was to have a committee to take testimony if testi- 
mony was necessary. Gentleman had asked why 
the necessity of appointing a committee to make a 
report when that report would have to be examined 
again by the House? If this objection was a pro- 
per one, it would lie against every committee 
which was appointed by the order of the House; 
your standing committees as well as your select 
committees. If it was proper to have committees 
to examine other cases, it was proper to have one 
to examine this case; and he could sce no objection 
which would lie against this committee which 
would not lie equally against any other committee 
of the House. : 

Mr. HUNTSMAN said, Mr. Speaker: It seems 
to me that to adopt the resolution of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, would be acting prematurely. 
Why appoint another committee upon that subject 
before we ascertain certainly that there may be a 
disputable matter for us to actupon? If I under- 
stand the nature of Mr. Whitney’s plea, there are 
three positions assumed init: Ist. He says thathe 
intended no contempt to this House; That he does 
not believe that that summons, or process, which 
was issued by the chairman of the committee, was 
alegal process: that if the House shall determine 
that it was, he is willing to answer in two ways: 
ist,-That he will answer any interrogatories sub- 
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mitted, if permitted to swear to them before a. jus- 
tice of the peace, as in other cases of a similar 
character; or 2d. That he is willing to go to the 
committee room, provided the members thereof are 
restricted from wearing arms during his examina- 
tion. It appears to me, sir, that, before the ap- 
pointment of any committee, the House should 
first determine upon his first proposition, to wit: was 
the process legal; was he bound toanswer? If the 
House shall thus determine (as probably it will,) 
that he is bound to answer. He then professes a 
willingness to answer in one of the two modes. If 
the House shall determine to accept cither of the 
modes; then let him answer, and the question. is at 
anend. Ifthe House shall determine, however, 
that neither of these modes of answering is accep- 
table to the House, then there may be a necessity 
for the appointment of a committee to make such 
rules for the government of Whitney’s trial as may 
best comport with that object. He caw then be 
heard by counsel, Butif the House shall determine 
that he may answer in one of the modes proposed, 


.then much valuable time, much expense, will be 


saved that.can be bestowed upon much more valu- 
able subjects than any contest we can have with 
Reuben M. Whitney. 

There is most of the appropriation bills yet io 


pass, seven or eight hundred bills upon your table, « 


and not three weeks of your session yet remains. 
The Tennessee land bill, which has been here for 
twelve or fifteen years, waiting for the action of 
the House, and if this investigation shall take the 
range anticipated, it will occupy all the balance of 
the session, to the utter exclusion of all other busi- 
ness whatever. 

Notwithstanding all this, I have voted for the 
inquiry, and all the subsequent proceedings to 
bring him befére the bar of itis House. Since 
this question was last up, I have examined some 
of the cases which have arisen in this House upon 
the subject of contempts. The cases seem to show 
that this House has never prescribed any rules for. 
the punishment of contempts, but a simple repri- 
mand of the culprit is the extent of its powers. 
There are two remarkable cases: the first of John- 
son Anderson, for an attempt to bribe a member of 
this House. That was certainly a more flagrant 
offence than the refusal to appear before a commit- 
tee of the House to give testimony. After several 
weeks’ discussion and examination of Anderson’s 
case, he was found guilty, and what then? Why, 
sir, he was called up before the Speaker, who, with 
much gravity, reprimanded him. 4 reprimand, 
then, sir, is the extent of the punishment. If this is 
all, (as seems to be generally understood,) the pun- 
ishment you can inflict for a contempt, I conceive, 
is not only a prodigal waste of the time and mo- 
ney of the people, but it is worse: itis a farce act- 
ed before the people; it lessens the dignity of the 
House, to be arrayed for three weeks in a contro- 
versy with Reuben M. Whitney; at the end of 
which, suppose we find him guilty of every thing 
charged, why, all the punishment we can inflict 
upon him is an exquisitely nice-worded reprimand 
from the Speaker. 

The next case of contempt was in the case of the 
honorable Samuel Houston. After three weeks’ in- 
vestigation, engrossing the time of the House, and 
the money of the people, to the exclusion of all 
other. business,-he was found guilty pro forma, 
called to the bar of the House pro forma; and the 
honorable Speaker, with a degree of splendor and 
elegance seldom equalled, pronounced a handsome 
eulogy (which was merited) upon the life and trans- 
actions of the honorable culprit, and ended by say- 
ing, “Iam commanded by the House to reprimand 
you, and you are reprimanded accordingly.” This 
was the substance of the whole—precisely like 
Anthony’s oration over the dead body of Cesar. 
After bestowing the most handsome eulogy ever 
delivered upon Cæsar, he says, ‘‘ Yet Brutus says 
he (Cæsar) was ambitious} and Brutus is an honorable 


mon.” In this case, the honorable House says Mr. ! 


Whitney has committed w contempt, and the Howse is 
composed of honorable men; and you, Mr. Whitney; 
are reprimanded, according to order. It ig lamenta 
ble, Mr. ‘Speaker, that this House has never passed 
any laws authorizing a more consummate punish- 
ment upon- those who act in contempt of -its 
authority, than a simple reprimand. Let this çon- 
troversy end as if may, it amounts to nothing; or, 
in other words, it is worse than nothing, for so I 
consider a reprimand. I shall, therefore, vote to 
dispose of this case as early as possible; so that the 
House can act upon something that may. be benefi- 
cial to the country, and not consume the whole 
session in the case of the Congress of the United 
States against Renben M. Whitney, or Reuben M. 
Whitney against the Congress-of the United States, 
Of Mr.: Whitney I know nothing: I never saw-him, 
to my knowledge, before he was brought to the bar 
of the House. But, sir, I do not wish this House 
to be put in such a situation, as it may lose much 
valuable time, expend much money, and gain 
nothing but a reprimand upon Reuben. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped that the time of the 
House might not. be consumed in discussing this 
mere matter of form, as to whether this subject 
should go to a select committee or not, when. the. 
important appropriation bills to carry on the opera- 
tions of the Government were yet unactedon. He 
did not think it was necessary to send this question 
to acommittee, and he appealed to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. Lincoln) who had offer- 
ed this resolution to withdraw it; because that 
House could just as well determine on the mode of 
proceding as any seven members of it could who 
might be appointed a committee for this purpose. - 
Inasmuch as Mr. Whitney was now at the bar of 
the House, he trusted the House wotld not permit 
this question to go to a committee; but that they 
would decide:it there, and decide it prompily. If 
this was not done the wheels of government must: 
stop, because there was no money appropriated for 
any one branch of the public service. He hoped 
that those gentlemen who had voted to bring this 
individual to the bar of the House, would: vote to 
dispose of his case with all possible despatch. 

Mr. MANN of New York, said it was foreseen 
before the committee presented this question to the 
deliberate consideration of the House, that it would 
ultimately roll itself into a question of greater 
magnitude for consideration and determination than 
any question that had been propounded there for a, 
long time. And why so? It was because the de- 
cision of that House, aud the course of its’ pro- 
ceedings in regard to this question, involved the 
cause of free government, throughout ‘the world, 
and the action of that House, upon a matter like 
the one under consideration, was to be regarded in 
the history of this country as for or against free 
government. 

Sir, continued Mr. M. What spectacle are we 
presenting here, as the House of Representatives 
of the United States, to the consideration of all 
those nations. and countries with whem we are on 
such terms of amity and peace, as that they take 
cognizance of the proceedings of this House? Are 
we offering to them an example for their imitation? 
Or are we offering to them a spectacle for their 
ridicule and contempt? Sir, it becomes the digni- 
ty of this House to vindicate its character as 
the representatives of this, the only free nation of 
the earth, before a tribunal of tho civilized world; 
in regard to this matter. Icare not, therefore, sir, 
when the national character of this country, inal 
future times, is to be involved, (which, upon first 
view, seems not to have struck the minds of all 
gentiemen,) I say,sir, Icare not what becomes 
of your pitiful appropriation bilis to carry on your 
Government. This question involves considera- 
lions of far higher import, and more imperiously 
Calls ‘upon the House to vindica'e iis character, as 
the guardians of civil liberty, then all the appro- 
priation bills you eculd-pass here from this time tà 


. the end of time! 
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Now, sit, why is this all so? Why, sir, you 
have directed one of the committees of this House 
to make an investigation. That committee, in the 
course of the investigation, have deemed it proper 
ts take what they deemed to be exceptions to an 
answer given them by a ‘witness. 
answer? Was there any thing in that answer, giv- 
en by that witness, which onght to have disturbed 
the most fastidious menber of that committee, in 
and of itself? 

Mr. MASON of Ohio here rose and called the 
genticiaan from N zo order, on the ground 
of irrelevancy. of. uk 

Mr. MANN. The gentleman will reduce the 
point to writing. ; = 

Me. MASON understood the question before the 
House to be on the amendment of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. 

The CHAIR said it was, and pronounced the 
course of argument of the gentlemen from New 
York to be within the strict limits. of that subject. 

Mr. MANN resumed. ‘Bir, I will save the 
gentleman the necessity of calling me to order, 
for I will proceed in order. ITamin order. I am 
going on to show. why the character of this House 
and the nation demand that this House of Re- 
presentatives ought immediately to permit this 

examination of this witness, in regard to the alleged 
’ contempt for which he stands. now arraigned at 
the bar of the House, under the gaze of the Ame- 
rican people. Iam going on to show, sir, why you 
should examine the witness forthwith, instead of 


raising a committee to hunt up precedents and re-. 


port forms and modes of procedure. 

Mr. LINCOLN begged to explain, for he thought 
he had been misunderstood. The object in raising 
the committee was merely to report a simple mode 
of proceeding, and very little delay would ensue, 
which would be amply made up by the saving of 
time afterwards. Mr. L. then read his amend- 
ment. : 

Mr. MANN. Ido not misunderstand the gen- 
tleman, sir; but, inmy judgment, his plan is pay- 
ing more regard to shadows than to the substance. 
Now, is it not in the power of the gentleman him- 
self to cross-examine the withesses? Would he 


feel any reluctance to do it? If so, sir, I will do. 


it; I can do it, to; having had a little experience 
aince this session commenced, as well as formerly, 
in the cross-examination of witnesses before a com- 
mittee. 

It seems, Mr. Speaker, that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts does not choose to appear here as a 
prosecutor in this case, and that is the reason he 
wants this resolution adopted. Now, I ask the 
gentleman not to shrink from the responsibility of 
coming here with a resolution, and moving the ar- 
rest of this witness, .1 foresaw what would be the 
result. I foresaw, before the committee left their 
room with their report, that this was to become one 
of the most important questions, in regard to the 
character of the American Congress, presented for a 
long time. it is to he decided here, and for the ap- 
proval and approbation of the civilized world, whe- 
ther a witness shall be compelled to go before a 
commitiec, whose members stand with arms in 
their hands to protect themselves for what that com- 
mittee may deem wrong. 

Sir, continued (Mr. M.) bring the person accus- 
éd to your bar, and give him an opportunity of 
placing his vindication before this House, and in 
the hearing of each member of it. If there ever 
was an cecasion, if there ever will be another oc- 
casion, for demanding, at the hands of this Huse, 
and atthe exnense of every moment of its time 
from this to the end of the session, more than the 
present, then I can not conceive one. 1 will, how- 
ever, promise to relieve the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr. Linceln,) from the office he 
szeans unwilling io assume upon himself. If he 


s 


does not chcose to assume that responsibility. of. 


eoming here in favor of that resolution, as well as 
myself, for I agreed to the resolution 
the witness here, then I wal assume the ʻaties al- 
ternately, and-ic vindication of what I deem to be 
jest to the character of this House, that of institu- 
ting the most scrutinizing and most careful cross- 
ora mination of these witnesses in regard to what 
the accused has intimated here. Let it be deter- 
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mined-by this House—tlei it be determined be- 
fore the eyes not only of this couutry, but of. every 
civilized country of the earth, whether the proceed- 
ingsof this House are to be vindicated, and asserted, | 
and maintained; and in what manner these pro- 
ceedings are to be asserted, 
and carried on, Sir, it is due to the werid that we 
should tell them that, as guardians of the rights of 
our own citizéns; as weil es maintainers of. the 
cause of free government every where, we shenld 
le of Liberty i 


p 
self, what ough! to be done. 

In conclusion, (Mr. M.) said 
one single moment in i uti 5 
forms of proceeding, but he was = upon | 
the accused at once to enter upon his defence, give 
him his counsel, and let that counsel cross-e 
the witnesses. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said, that the question be- 
fore us was what were the relative merits of the 
two propositions—the one made by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. Lincoln).and the other by 
the gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. Gholson.) 
He had no hesitation in saying, that unless a beiter 
plan was suggested than that which was presented 
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by the gentleman from Massachusetts, he would 
vote for the reselution of the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi. Expedition in this matter was certainly 


an object. We might talk as much as we pleased 
about the vast importance of this subject; about its 
connection with the cause of free government 
throughout the world. For his (Mr. V’s) part,.he 
could not regard it as being of sufficient import- 
ance, to justify us in such a consumption of time 
with ic, as to putin jeopardy the general appropria- 
tion bills. 

The wheels of Government must be kept in mo- 
tion. Our days here were almost numbered; 
and if there was not a general disposition here to 
despatch this matter, your appropriation bills were 
most assuredly in danger. Why, then, instead of 
proceeding immediately with the case, refer the 
matter back to a select committee, for the purpose 
of reporting to us the form of proceeding we 
should pursue? The Chair could appoint a com- 
mittee to examine witnesses on the part of this 
House. The gentlemen from Mississippi would, 
ho doubt, so modify his amendment as to autherixe 
the Speaker to appoint such catechists or prosecu- 
tors, and then we could prececd immediately with 
the trial. The gentleman from Massachusetts had 
told us that he had looked into the precedents, and 
he had doubtless concocted some plan of proceed- 
ing. Let the gentleman.now suggest it to us; and 
if he (Mr. V.) approved of it, he would probably 
vote for it; but he could not, and would not, con- 
tribute to the delay that would be consequent upon 
the passage of his resolution. Mr. Whitney had 
already been under arrest for two days; and it was 
due to him, and to the regard that we all cherished 
for the liberty of the citizen, that we should pro- 
cced in the matter with the least practicable delay. 

Mr. LANE said, to his mind the question pre- 

sented to the [louse is a plain one, so far as as it 
regarded the course to be adopted in relation to the 
case as it now stands. “The defendant has been 
brought to the bar of the House to answer for an 
alleged contempt in not giving evidence before one 
of its committees. To which he answers, that he 
intended no contempt to this House, and manifest- 
ed his perfect willingness to give evidence before 
the committee, provided they shall appear unarmed, 
or that he will appear and answer interrogatories 
mitted before.a justice of the peace. 
The defendant, Mr. Whitney, stands before this | 
Ifouse purged of all contempt; and the only 
maining question is to examine witi 
purpose of informing the House wh 
sons alleged are or are not true, i 
the House, as judges in tais-case, to come to a cor- 
rect conclusicn whether the defendant ought to be 
protected or not. . 

This would be the proceeđirg in a court of law 
when brought up before the cout. H he disclaim 
ed all contempt, and gave his rea ons for not obey- | 
ing the process of the court, wionesses would be | 
called upon and examined as to the truth of the ! 
excuse; if a.geod one, there is an end of the whole 
prceceding, and the accused is instantly discharged. 
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order to enable || 


There ‘can be no necessity for a committee to 
report rules of proceeding. Let us come at it, at 
once, by permitting the defendant to call witnesses 
tothe bar of the House to prove the truth of his 
exense, : 


fr. La} if one-half the.defendant has 
staied pe tz ion ta what took place before 
commitiee, io iis mind, the said R. M: Whitney, 
the defendant, would not only stand blameless be- 


fore this House and the nation, but in all things 
justified. That he heid obedience. and protection 


| go together; the one withheld, and the other ceases. 


‘That he held no one ought to be called upon to ap- 
pear before a hostile and armed tribunal. 

“Mr. CALHOON of Kentucky said he had but a 
word or two tooffer. It seemed to him that when 
the two propositions were gravely considered, there 
could be no difficulty. in the minds of gentleman as 
to which ought to be adopted. What were the 
facts? Mr. Whitney had been brought to that 
House upon a resolution charging him, or rather 
which required him to answer in regard to an al- 
leged contempt commiited by him against that 
House; in the first place, in failing to appear be- 
fore one of its committees, when summoned for 
that purpose; and, in the second place, in regard 
to a letter written by him to the committee, which 
is supposed to contain an insult. 

Well, he had been brought to the bar of the House, 
and what was then further proposed to be done? 
It was proposed by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts (Mr. Lincoln) that a committee should be ap- 
pointed to inquire into the mode. proper for the 


j House to pursue in regard to the investigation of 


these facts. The other proposition of the gentle- 
man from Mississipp: (Mr. Gholson) proposed that 
they should proceed at once to the examination of 
witnesses. Now upon what subject did the gentle- 
man propose to hear witnesses? Mr. Whitney had 
sent to the House a letter, which Mr. C. had not 
heard read, but which he understood to contain 
charges against members of another committee, and 
that he was unwilling to go before the committee 
which. had summoned him unless the House would 
pass an orter that the members of that committee 
should not be armed. He states that he is unwil- 
ling to go before that committee unless the House 
pass such an order, but ‘that he is willing to go be- 
fore a magistrate, and there swear his answers to 
such interrogatories aS the committee may file. 
Now, suppose the last gentleman’s (Mr. Gholson) 
proposition should be adopted, where would the in- 
quiries extend? Would they not extend directly to 
the fact as to whether this committee should: be 
armed or not? And as to whether this committee 
was.a safe tribunal for a witness to appear before? 
Mr. C. would ask whether such: an offer was not, 
of itself, an insult to the American Congress? What, 
was it a proper subject of inquiry, whether the 
Speaker of that House had constituted a committee 
that met armed to the teeth! Surely the gentlemen 
did not mean to institute such an inquiry as that! 
Again, should the proposition of the gentleman 
be adopted, might it not happen that, instead of in- 
quiring into the alleged contempt committed by Mr. 
Whitney, they would be drawn off into an investi- 
gation of the scene that tock place before another 
cominittee? and that, in fact, instead.of going on 
with the inquiry against Mr. Whitney, it would re- 
sult in an inquiry into the conduct of members of 
that House, not in the committee before which he 
was summoned to appear, but before another com- 


mittee? For th and other reasons, Mr. C. was 
in Savor of the amendment of the genieman from 
Massachusetts. 

Mr. GHOLSON would answer the gentleman 
by ing him what his object was in offering 
his resolution. He had understood this-whole pro- 
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ceeding against Mr, Whitney ic have grown out of 

asgl to appear before the commitiee, for which 
(the witness) had assigned certain reasons 
then before 1:2 House. Now Mr. G’s object was 
to have witnesses examined to inquire, on the part 
of the House, info the truth of the facts or state- 
menuts set forth By Whitney to the House, and 
given by him as his- reasons for refusing to obey 
the summons- of the committee. If the House 


i should think the reasons good, why, discharge him. 


H the House should be of opinion, however, that 


the reasons were insufficient, why they would. not 
discharge him. . This was the .quickest, readiest, 
and most simple way .of reaching the point. 
Morcover, Mr. G. was willing that the conduct of 
a member of that House should be inquired into as 
that of any other American citizen. EA 

Mr. CALHOUN should not be disposed to go 
into an. inquiry as to the truth*or falsehood of any 
statement which this witness had made. He con- 
sidered that it was not a proper course to go into 
an investigation of the conduct of members of the 
select committee. ‘The proper course, he thought, 
would be to appoint a. committee, whose duty it 
should be to report a mode of proceeding before the 
House. But if gentlemen saw proper to inquire into 
the conduct of members of that House—into their 
object in certain transactions, and into the object of 
the Speaker in appointing members of that House 
on committees, who were not proper persons for 
witnesses to. appear before, he had no objection to it. 

Mr. HARDIN would vote for the origina! reso- 
lution and against the amendment. He had been 
trying to bring himself to support the amendment, 
bat could not do so. On last Friday, after a lengthy 
debate, they.had directed the Speaker to issue his 
warrant to take that individual into custody, and 
bring him before the bar of the House; and Mr. 
H. thought that was the identical place to hear 
him. This witness now proposed giving his rea- 
sons why he had not appeared before the commit- 
tee, and why not hear him? Gentlemen had urged 
upon the House the necessity of senyling this sub- 
ject back to acommittee. Well, suppose it was 
sent toa committee, the witness would have to ap- 
pear before that committee, and how could he 
appear before a committee when he was in the 
custody of the Sergeant-at-arms? 

Mr. LINCOLN explained that he had merely 
brought this subject to the consideration of the 
House,-and that he had no personal feelings on 
the matter.. 

Mr. MANN of New York did. not mean to in- 
sinuate that the gentleman from Massachuseits had 
been operated upon by any sinister motives. 

Mr. BELL presumed it was the intention of 
every gentieman to have this question put in such 
a situation as to despatch it .as speedily as it could 
possibly be done, with justice to the individual 
who had been brought to the bar of the House, 
and to the House itself. The gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi (Mr. Gholson) proposed immediately to 
proceed to the examination of witesses; but 
that gentleman must see that the proposition of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Lincoln) 
would not interfere with his proposition. Mr. B. 
wisheđ to, impress upon the House the importance 
in an economical point of view, of adopting the 
proposition of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
as the House could proceed with infinitely greater 
despatch in this way than any other. As he un- 
derstood the proposition of that gentleman, the com- 
mittee’ proposed to. be raised, could at once deter- 
mine on the mode of proceeding without a de- 
lay often minutes, and then the House would be 
prepared to proceed regularly with the examination 
of witnesses.. - 

- It would be observed, by the statement of the 
witness himself, that the whole difficulty had grown 
out of the fears he entertained of violence be- 
ing committed upon him by the .chairman of the 
committee. As soon as a committee shonld be in- 
stituted, and the mode of proceeding determined 
on, Mr. B. would propose to take a step to termi- 
ninate all this difficulty, which would be to exa- 
mine Mr. Whitney at the bar of the House; and, 
if he would state that he was really in fear of vio- 
lence from the chairman of this select committee, 
then Mr. B. would move that the Speaker direct 
the ‘Sergeant-at-arms to attend him, and protect 
him ‘from violence. Mr. B. understood this to 
have been the reason of the witness that he would 
have attended before the committee but for fear of 
violence; and, in ‘that case, he thought it was the 
duty: of. the House to protect a witness; and if he 
would state on oath that this was the reason he hed 
failed to appear before the committee, Mr. B. 
would consider it the duty of the House to protect 
him.: He hoped the resolution of. the gentleman 
from Massachusetts would be adopted. 
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-Mr. MANN of N. Y. then moved to amend- 


Mr. Gholson’s resolution, by adding to the end 
thereof the following: k ; 

“And that a committee of five be appointed by 
the Speaker to examine such witnesses on the part 
of the House.” ; g 

Mr. GHOLSON accepted the modification. 

Mr. LINCOLN’S amendment was then disa- 
greed to. . 

The question then recurring on the original reso- 


-lution, 


Mr. BOON reminded the House that when this 
subject was under consideration on Friday last, he 
had predicted the difficulties that would arise, He 
was now happy to find that some gentlemen at least 
had changed their opinion since the vote they gave 
that Reuben M. Whitney should be brought there. 
Now, would this result, as some gentleman had in- 
timated and designed, in that individuals being 
reprimanded by the Speaker? at least ithad not yet 
become matter of record; no, nor even reduced to 
a certainty that it ever would be. Ifaiaw were in 
existence, or should be passed, defining the nature 
of contempts, he Mr. B. would go to arrest any in- 
dividual guilty of them, be he whom he might. 
Till such a law should be passed, he, however, 
would never give his vote to bring any man before 
that House for contempt. 

The CHAIR reminded the gentleman from Illi- 
nois that the proposition then pending did not open 
the whole merits of the question. 

Mr. BOON said he would submit one that should 
open the whole merits, and he sent it to the 
Clerk’s table to be read, as follows: 

Strike out after the word ‘‘Resolved,” and insert 
“That Reuben M. Whitney now at the bar of this 
House be forthwith discharged from the custody 
of the Sergeant-at-arms.” 

Mr. B. hoped, he said, when the proper time ar- 
rived, the yeas and nays would be taken on this 
proposition. Nothwithstanding the remark of the 
distinguished gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
Mann,) that he considered the pitiful appropria- 
tion bills for the support of the Government, as 


_ nothing compared with the settlement of this ques- 


tion, Mr. B. must be allowed to say that, when 
the subject before the House was compared with 
the great general interests of the country, the case 
of Reuben M. Whitney and the select committee in 
the room below, sunk into utter insignificance. 
Why there was one single question, in which the 
western country was interested (the land bill) that 
was paramount to a hundred Reuben Whitney 
cases of this kind, nay more, he would say a thou- 
sand. 

Mr. B. saw no necessity for detaining the House, 
at the sacrifice of all the business of the country, 
any further. The prisoner at the bar had told them 
he wished to be heard by counsel, and it was un- 
derstood out of doors that he had selected two of 
the most distinguished gentlemen in the country as 
his counsel; and if they werc to be heard at length, 
as they assuredly will if the House entered upon 
the subject, then this question would not be settled 
in six solemn days; for the counsel would occupy 
at least two, and each of the committee to be ap- 
pointed will probably speak, and then the balance 
or a certain proportion of the two hundred and 
forty representatives would take that opportunity, 
also, to maintain their rights there. ‘The truth 
was, he feared that the residue of the session would 
be consumed by it. After some further remarks, 
Mr. B. concluded by moving the substitute above. 

Mr. ANTHONY said he had voted against the 
resolution of the gentieman from Massachusetts, 
to bring Reuben M. Whitey before the House, for 
an alleged conternpt in refusing to appear before 
the committee of which an honorable member 
from Virginia is the chairman, andhe had done so be- 
cause he did not wish, atthis late stage of the session, 
when so much important business remained to be 
acted on, to go into an examination of the embar- 
rassing and difficult question of an alleged con- 
tempt of .the House by refusing to appear before 


: cne of its committees; but as a majority of the 


House had determined to bring the accused before 


- them, he cheerfully submitted to their decision. 


Whether the accused had acted contemptuously, 


| and how far his conduct was reprehensible, if at 


all, depended upon the facts which would be elicit 


| ed from the examination of witnesses, and he was,- 


therefore, opposed at present to the amendment of 
the gentleman from Indiana, which directed the ac- 
cused to be discharged from the custody of the Ser- 


` geant-at-arms, and would go for the resolution. ‘of * 


the member from Mississippi, and ascertain satis- 
factorily such facts as would enable the House to 
judge correctly of the conduct of the accused, and 
to determine whether he is excusable or not in his 
refusal to appear before the select committee, 

Mr. A. said they could not shut their eyes to 
what had transpired in another. committee, and 
that the present chairman of the select-committee, 
before which the- accused refuses to appear, was 
one of the members of the former committee, in 
which a difficulty arose between a friend of the 
present chairman (Mr. Wise) and the accused; and 
on that occasion the honorable member from Vir- 
ginia stated to this House that “the witness had 
his right hand in his pahtaloons pocket; that he ex- 
pected him to draw a deadly weapon on his friend; 
that he watched the motion of that right arm, the 
elbow of which could be seen by him, and, had it 
moved one inch, he (Whitney) had died upon the spot; 
that was his determination.” _ 

He would like to know from the witnesses who 
might be examined, all the facis in relation to this 
matter, so that the House might determine whether 
Mr. Whitney had any apprehension of being äs- 
saulted, or had any fear operating on his mind, suf- 
ficient to excuse him from appearing before the com- 
mittee; he would also be able to judge from ‘the 
testimony, whether there was any good and suffi- 
cient ground for apprehension of danger on the part 
of the witness. If he placed himself in such a situ- 
ation as to be expossed “to die on the spot”—if he 
firmly believed his life was in danger, or if he real- 
ly supposed that he subjected himself to personal in- 
jury, (Mr. A.) said-he would never vote to bring 
him before that committee; but if, on the contrary, 
it was a mere idle, vague and unauthorized fear, 
and there was no just ground of apprehension, in such 
case the witness should be compelled to appear to 
give evidence Our laws have respect to the inten- 
tion of those who violate them, and they never 
punish for crime or contempt, unless there is an 
intentional violation. By our Post Office laws, 
robbery of the mail, where the life of the carrier is , 
put in jeopardy, is punishable with death; but if 
the carrier’s life is not put in jeopardy, the punish- 
ment is only fine and imprisonment. In the case 
before us, after obtaining the evidence, we shall be 
able to determine whether the life of Mr. Whitney 
was in jeopardy; or if not, whether he solemnly be- 
lieves, by going before the committee, he subjects 
himself to personal injury. 

When gentlemen talk of the indignity: offered 
to the House, by the refusal of a witness to appear 
before one of its committees, and exclaim that there 
would be an end of all investigation, if such con- 
duct is tolerated, they only look at one side of 
this disagreeable question. While he admitted 
that all Judicial and Legislative tribunals are 
bound, in honor, to assert and maintain their rights 
and privileges, and to enforce obedience to all their 
lawful mandates, yet they are equally bound by 
every principle of justice and equity, to protect ana 
shield every witness that comes before them from 
the least personal danger from the slightest ap- 
prehension, for his safety and perfect security. 

Can it be imagined for a moment that a witness 
would tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, when his mind is agitated with fear, 
and when he is under compulsion and restraint? 
What reliance could be placed on testimony -ob- 
tained from one who considers himself in danger 
from those before whem he is giving evidence? It 
would be much better to let him go before a magis+ 
trate, and answer such interrogatories as might be 
propounded to him, and the testimony thus taken 
would have much more effect in producing convic- 
tion. Every individual has the natural right to 
protect himself from “insult and injury. His ‘life, 
his body, health and reputation are peculiarly with- 
in his own protection, and no tribunal should have 
the power to violate these natural indefeasible 
rights, and no man should be compelled to appear 
before any tribunal when he was placed in jeopar- 
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dy of life or limb. If, on investigation, it should be. 
found that Mr. Whitney had no reasonable ground 
to apprehend. injury; then the House could adopt 
such course as would vindicate its privileges and 


_ assert its rights; but if it should turn. out that he- 
had good cause to withhold- obedience to the sum- ` 


mons of the committee, then he would vote to dis- 
charge him from custody. k 

In the answer of the accused to the summons of. 
the commiite, he expresses himself as perfectly wil- 
ling to answer interrogatories before a magistrate, 
or to appear and answer before the committee, if 
they prevent the carrying of dangerous weapons in 
the committee room. This Mr. A. considered a 
reasonable request, from -what had transpired, as 
the witness could as fully answer in this mode as if 
he were in the presence of the committee, because 
he believed the practice of similar committees was 
to put.all questions in writing, and receive answers 
in the same manner. But if the House should de- 
cline to adopt this proposition, they could protect 
the witness, as their duty required them to do, by 
preventing dangerous weapons from entering the 
committee room. 

In conclusion, Mr. A. observed that the House 
having resdlved on prosecuting this subject of con- 
tempt, he was willing to hear all the facts and cir- 
cumstances connected with it, and ascertain whether 
the accused considered himself in a state of duress, 
and entitled to the protection of the House, or 
whether it wasa mere pretext on his part to avoid 
giving testimony before the committee. When the 
“truth-and whole truth”. should come to light, we 
could act as become the.dignity and honor of the 
Representatives of a free and enlightened people. 

. Mr. CHAPIN moved to amend the modified re- 
solution of Mr. Guotson, by adding to the end 
thereof the following: 

“ That the questions putshall be reduced to writ- 
ing before they shall be proposed to the witness, and 
that the answers bealso reduced to writing. Every 
question put by any other member not of the commit- 
tee shall be reduced to writing by such member, and 
be propounded to the witness by the Speaker, if not 
objected to; but if any question shall be objected 
to, or any testimony offered shall be objected to, 
by any member, the member so objecting, and the 
accused or his counsel, shall be heard after 
which the question ‘shall be decided without further 
debate. If parol evidence is offered, the witnesses 
shall be sworn by the Speaker, and be examined at 
the. bar, unless they are members of the House, in 
which case they may be examined in their places.” 

Mr..GHOLSON accepted the. modification. 

-Mr. CHAPIN said his object in offering the 
amendment proposed was to save time, and prevent 
the confusion which must necessarily result from 
proceeding with the trial of the accused, without 
establishing some rules to govern the action of the 
House. This. proposition accomplishes diregtly 
what the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Lincoln) designed to do by raising a commit- 
tee to report forthwith a mode of proceeding. We 
are admonished by the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means (Mr. Cambreleng) that the 
important appropriation bills are in danger of be- 
ing lost by the waste of time in adhering to estab- 
lished forms, and that no obstacles should be thrown 
in. the way of a prompt decision of the case before 
the House.. This amendment embodies, substan- 
tially, the mode of proceeding recommended by the’ 
Committee of Privileges, in the celebrated case of 
Houston, pending before this House, in 1832. It 
was important to determine, preliminarily; by 
whom the prosecution should be conducted; in 
what manner the questions should be put, and the 
answers given; whether orally or in writing; and by 
whom objections to the the testimony should be ar- 
gued, or the whole proceeding would lead to con- 
fusion, and an interminable debate. ` 

Mr. C. voted against the resolution requiring Mr. 
Whitney to be brought to the bar of this House, 
He did so, because the only evidence of the refusa] 
of the witness to obey the summons of the commit- 
tee, of which the honorable gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Wise) was chairman, set forth at length 
the ground of such refusal, and to his mind the 
were perfectly satisfactory. But he would, for the 
presgnt, waive the discussion on that point; as it in- 
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volved the-merits of the controversy, it would not 
be in order in this stage. of the proceeding. ; 

Mr. C. said, he would conclude by asking the 
honorable gentleman from Mississippi to accept the 
amendment he had offered, as. 2 modification of the 
original resolution. ~ 

Mr. PARKS said that he, as well as the gentle- 
man from Indiana, was opposed to bringing this 
individual before the House; but, as he was brought 
there, they owed it to the gentleman himself, and to 
the House, that he have a hearing. The motion 
pending was, that a committee of five be appointed 
to examine witnesses on the part of the House, and 
-for the purpose of settling the question, and of as- 
| certaining whether they would lay it aside, or go 
on with it, he moved the previous question. 

Mr. GHOLSON appealed to Mr. P. to withdraw 
the motion for a moment, which he did, which Mr. 
Q. accepted of the amendment of Mr. CHAPIN, and 

Mr. PARKS then renewed the moiion for the 
previous question, which was seconded by the 
House—ayes 97, noes 33; and the main question 
having been ordered, was put and carried without 
a division. 

So the resolution, as modified, was agreed toin the following 
words: 

Resolved, That R. M, Whitney benow permitted to examine 
witnesses before this House in relation to his alleged contempt, 
and that a committee of five be appointed by the Speaker te 
examine such witnesses on the part of the House. 

That the questions put shall be reduced to writing, be- 
foro the same are proposed to the witness; and the answers 
shall also be reduced to writing, before the same are proposed 
to the witness; andthe answers shall also be redaced to writ- 
ing. Every question put by a member, not of the committee, 
shall be reduced to writing by such member, and be propound- 
ed tothe witness by the Speaker, if not objected to; but if any 
question sha)! be objected to, or any testimony offered shall be 
objected to by any member, the member so objecting, and the 
accused, or his counsel, shall be heard thereon; after which the 
question shall be decided without further debate. If parol evi- 
dence is offered, the witnesses shall be sworn by the Speaker, 
and be examined at. the bar, unless they are members of the 
House; in which case they may be examined intheir places. 

The CHAIR then announced his having appointed a com- 
mittee to examine witnesses on the part of the House, which 
consiated of the following gentlemen: 

Mr. GIIOLSON of Mississippi. 
LINCOLN of Massachusetts. 
THOMAS of Maryland. 
HARDIN of Kentucky. 
OWENS of Georgia, 

Mr. Wuityey was then brought in, and the SPEAKER in- 
formed him that the House had come to the foregoiyg resolu- 
tions, and inquired of him if he was then ready? 

Mr. Warrney sald: Mr. Speaker, I am not prepared to goon 
at this time, and I respectfully ask, through you, sir, the indul- 
gence of further time till Wednesday next. He then sent a 
paper to the Chair containing a list of such witnesses as he 
wished summoned to appear before the House for examination 
at the same time. 

The question was divided, and the extensionof time asked 
for by the respondent, agreed to. 

The CHAIR then propounced the other branch of the request, 
and named the witnesses, who were as follows: 

Mr. MARTIN of Alabama. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD of Maine. 

Mr. GILLET of New York, 

Mr. HAMER of Ohio, 

Mr. LEWIS of Philadelphia, now in Washington city. 

Mr, SULLIVAN of Washington. 

The first four being members of the House. 

Mr. CALHOON of Ky. objected to their being summoned, as 
contrary to usage. 

The CHAIR suggested that the question be divided. 

Mt. UNDERWOOD protested against the whole proceeding, 
and gave his reasons at some length. 

Mr. HARRISON of Missouri moved a reconsideration ef the 
vote by which the resolution had been adopted. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved the previous question on that motion; 
which was seconded by the Huuse—ayes 89, noes not counted, 
and the main question ordered without a division. . 

Mr. MERCER asked for the yeas and nays on the main ques- 
tion, being the motion to reconsider; and being ordered, the vote 
Pies taken and decided in the negative—yeas 92, nays 95, as fol- 

ows: $ 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Chilton Allan, Beale, Beaumont, 
Bell, Bond, Boon, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, Bunch, John Cal- 
hoon, William B. Calhoun, Carter, George. Chambers, John 
Chambers, Childs, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Clark, Conner, Cor- 
win, Crane, Dawson, Deberry, Denny, Dromgoole, Evans, Fors 
ester, French, Fry, Rice Garland, Glascock, Graham, Grant- 
land, Graves, Grenneil, Griffin, Hiland Wall, Hard, Harlan, 
Harper, Samuel S. Harrison, Albert G. Harrison, Hazeltine, 
Herod, Hoar, Howell, Hunt, Huntsman, William Jackson, H. 
F. Janes, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, John W. Jones, Lawler, L. 
Lea, Lewis, Love, Martin, Sampson Mason, Maury, McCarty, 
McKay, McKenvan, Mercer, Milligan, Morgan, Morris, Patton, 
James A. Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, Phillips, Pinckney, Potts, 
Reed, Robertson, Russell, Shields, Slade, Sloane, Sprague, 
Standefer, Steele, Storer, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Un- 
derwood, White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, snd Sher- 
r od Williams—92. = g et 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bailey, Barton, Bean, Black, 
Bockee, Bovee, Brown, Buchanan, Burns, Bynum, Cambre- 
leng, Carr, Casey, Chapman, Chapin, John F. H. Claiborne, 
Cleveland, Craig, Cramer, Crary, Cushman, Doubleday, Effner, 
Farlan, Fowler, Galbraith, Gholson, Granger, Haley, Joseph 
Hall, Hardin, Hawkins, Haynes, Henderson, Holt, Hopkins, 
Howard, Hubley Huntington, Ingham, Jarvis, Joseph John- 
son, Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Benjamin Jones, 
Kennon, Kilgore, Lane, Lansing, Lawrence, G. Lee, J. Lee, 


. Thomas Lee, Leonard, Loyall, Lyon, 
‘son, Moses Mason, May, McKeon, 


given to the preremptien law. 


Joh Mann, William Ma. 
MeKim, MeLene, ‘Mille: 
Montgomery, Moore, Owens, Page, Parks, Patterson; Thé] 
John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Richardson, Ripley, Rogers, ` 
Schenck, Seymour, Shinn, Sickles, Spangler, Sutherland, Tay” 
lor, John ‘Thomson, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Wards 
Wardwell, Webster, Weeks, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Yell, and- 
Young-—95. oe : : 

So the House refused to reconsider its vote. The question 
then recurring on ordinary subpoenas to issue for. the above 
named witnesses— an 

Mr. CALTIOON of Kentucky called for a division of the 


-t 


„question. 


Subpænas for Messrs. Lews and StLuIvan were then or 
dered without a count. . A 

On.the question directing Messrs. MARTIN, FAMYFIELD, GIL- 
Let, and Hamer, members of the House, to he summoned, the 
House divided, and-the vote being ayes 100, noes 3%,° sumy-* 
monses were also directed to be issued. for their attendanee.on- 
Wednesday. t; : oe 

The CHAIR then inquired of the respondent if ho had fur- 
ther request.to make? - : Syed a 

Mr. WHITNEY asked that he might be furnished with. 
copies of the resolutions and orders. . ae 

The CHAIR propounded the question to the House, 
was agreed to, ` es Nae a 

The CHAIR then directed the Sergeant-at-arms to conduet 
the accused from the House, and produce him again on Wod- 
nesday next, at the hour the House met. i 

On motion.of Mr. MERCER, the undisposed of ‘memorials. 
on the Speaker’s table were passed over for- this day, and the 
House agreed to proceed with the call for petitions and memo- 
tials from States and Territories, commencing with ‘the latter. 

Petitions and memorials were then presented by-— 

Mr. JONES of Wisconsin. 

Mr. WHITE of Florida. 

Mr. CRARY of Michigan. i 

[Mr. Crary presented a joint resolution of the Senate. and 
House of Representatives of the State of Michigan, instructing 
their Senators and requesting. their Representatives to -vote for: 
appropriations for improving certain harbors and constructing: 
certain light houses on the Lakes. Also, & joint resolution foy. 
the establishment ofa port of entry atthe town of St. Joseph. 
Also, a joint resolution en the subject of the ordinance proposed: 
by Congress to the State of Michigan. Also, a. petition of the. 
citizens of Belvidere, and other places, for an appropriation to” 
improve the harbor at the mouth of the Clinton river.} ` 

Mr. YELL of Arkansas. a } ; 

{Mr. YELL gave notice that, when it should be in order, ho. 
would introduce a bill to amend an act passed the last sesgion 
of Congress locating or establishing. a new garrison on the 
western frontiers of Arkansas, on the Arkansas river.] 

Messrs. HARRISON and ASHLEY of Missouri. 

(Mr. HARRISON of Missouri presented the petition of Corna.. 
lius and others, praying tkatthey may be allowed to drain eertain 
inundated lands, and that they may have a pre-emption pon. 
the same. p : 

‘Also, of Danicl Draper, praying the right of pré-cmption, 

Also, of sundry citizens of Lewis and Clarke counties, pray: 
ing that a- certain post route may be established] 0 on 

{Mr. ASHLEY presented the memorial of the Mayor and 
Aldermen of the city of St. Louis, protesting against the con- 
firmation of lands within the limits of the common fields of ‘it. 
Louis to individuals. i : Se tS 

The petition of Lewis Bassett. Of Cicel Compare. Of the citi. 
zens of Carondelet, praying an act to authorize the division and. 
final disposition of the commons of that village: }- eae 

Messrs. CHAPMAN and LYON of Alabama. 

Messrs. CLAIBORNE and. GHOLSON of Mississippt. i 

(Mr. CLarsorys of Mississippi presented the petition of Da- 
vid McCaleb, Esq. of Claiborne county, relative to a certain tract: 
of land; which was referred to the Committee on Private. Land 
Claims. 


and it 


‘Also the memorial of many citizens of the State of 
Mississippi, asking the removal of the land office from Augusta” 
to Paulding; and it was referred to the Committce on the Public. 
Lands. 5 (> es 

Meee: CASEY, REYNOLDS, and MAY, of Minois, 

(Mr. Reywowps presented the claim of Mr. Vanruff for pro. 
perty destroyed by the army in 1832; andthe claim of theheira | 
of N. Janot, deceased, for property destroyed by. the Indians in 
1812. A . 

i, Casey presented the petition of sundry citizens of Ma- 
rion county, in the State of Illinois, praying for the right of'pre:, 
emption to certain tracts of relinquished land in said county; 
which, on his motion, was referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands.) i ie S aly 

(Mr. Mav presented the petition of sundry citizens of Ilinois, 
praying for a mail route from Peru to Pawpaw; from Bloom. 
ington to Bowling Green, Versailles, Washington, &c. to Peo: 
ria; from Chicago to Oregon city; from Stephenson,’ via. 
Cleaveland, to Dixon ferry; from Ottawa, via mouth of In- 
dian Creek, Blackbury Creek, Luke’s Store, Geneva, Kim: 
ball, &c. 3 i 5 p ` 

Also a memorial of.the committee, appointed in behalf of 
the northern counties of the State of Illinois, to address Con,’ 
gress on the subject of the public lands, if that question is not 
disposed of. 

Mr. May also presented the petition of Persis Slater, praying. 
that she may be allowed the arrearages of pay due to Samue: 
Graves, (her late busband,) a soldier in the late war with Great 


Britain. 
Messrs. McCARTY, HANNEGAN, CARR, and HEROD 
of Indiana. 


(Mr. Carr presented the petition of James C. Blair and Re 
becca Blair, his wife, Isracl $. Moorehead, Lewis B. Dunham, 
and Charlotte Dunham, his wife, of Louisville, Kentucky, re- 
lating to private land claims therein set forth, which waa rev 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims.] ; 

(Mr. HANNEGAN presented the petition of numerous inha- 
bstants of Laporte county, protesting against the interpretation 
The petition of sundry citizens. 
A memorial and joint rewe tio - 
from the Legislature of Indiana in relation to harbors:6n the: 
southern coast of Lake Michigan. A joint resolution from the’. 
same relaiive to a bridge over the Kankakee river.. ` 

Messrs. JOHNSON and GARLAND of Louisiana. 

Messrs. CORWIN, WHITTLESEY, SLOAN, HAMER, 
MASON, VINTON, CRANE, McLENE, STORER, PATTER- 
SON, and KILGORE of Ohio. A y i 

(Mr. MoLene presented the memorial of Ira Carpenter of 
Delaware, in the State of Ohio, asking remuneration fêr ‘aey* 


in behalf of Benjamin Miller, 


‘vices’ rendered, and Josses sustained, during the. late war: re- 
ferred to. the Committee of Claims. . 

g The memorial of Major Thomas Harrison, late of the army 
of the United States, asking for an increage of pension: referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. : 7 

The memorial of Caleb Atwater of the State of Ohio, asking 
payment for certain services, in relation to Indian Afiaixs: re- 
ferred ta the Committee on Indian Affairs. - a 

The memorial of John Kelly of Ohio, asking remuneration 
for certain services rendered: referred to the Commiuee of 

Claims.) : = eat 

By the SPEAKER of Tennessee. 

_ Messrs, CALHOUN, HARLAN, UNDERWOOD, and 
FRENCH, of Kentucky. eee 

ess DEBERRY, McKAY, and RENCHER of North Ca- 
rolina, B 

Messrs. MERCER, BOULDIN, PATTON, ROBERTSON, 
_ MORGAN, LUCAS, JOHNSON, and WISE of Virginia. 

Messra. JENIFER, and HOWARD of Maryland. 

“Mr. MILLIGAN of Delaware. 

“Messrs. INGERSOLL, DARLINGTON, SUTHERLAND, 
BEAUMONT, MORRIS, ANTHONY, GALBRAITH, CHAM- 
BERS, HUBLEY, PIERSON, KLINGENSMITH, and DEN- 
NY, of Pennsylvania. 

(Sy Mr. Morris. A memorial of thirty-six ladies of Bucks 
county, Pennsylvania, for the extinction of slavery in the Dis- 
‘trict of Columbia and the Territories of the United States, and 
for the suppression of the slave trade between the States. 

. (Mr. Anvnony presented the remonstrance of sundry citi- 
zens of Lycoming county, Pennsylvania, against an alteration 
ofthe existing laws regulating the tariff. 

‘Also, two memorials signed by sundry citizens of the same 
county, remonstrating against a repeal of the duty on coal.} 

, {Mr Krinagnsmiri presented the resolutions of a-large and 
seperate meeting of the citizens of Westmoreland county, 

evlaring, | . 

; Firstly. “That they intend tostand ta, and-abide by, the Con- 
atitution, as made by our ancestors, and denouncing the lectu- 

 Fers’on ‘abolition, in Pennsylvania, as composed of foreign hire- 
Tings, deceived clergymen, and designing politicians, and that 
we should guard against them as we did against British emis- 
aries during the war of the revolution. 

Secondly. Declaring it an insult to the people of Pennsylva- 
nia.to have missionaries traversing the State to excite the peo- 
ple against their southern brethren. 

~ Thirdly. Declaring the course-of the abolitionists to deserve 
the contempt of every republican. 

Fourthly. Declaring it unconstitutional for Congress to abo- 
Ush slavery in any part of the United States, and requesting 
Congress to consign all abolition memorials to the flames. 
`. Fifthly. Declaring the Anti-slavery Convention at Harris- 
‘burg, “a conclave of evil spirits,” deserving the “execration of 
all honest men.” . À i 
_ Sièthlj. Declaring a favorable opmion of colonization as 
the best remedy for the evil af slavery. $ 

Sevenihly, Declaring that the present administration of the 
State Government of Pennsylvania “to be weak and ignorant,” 
‘and had only obtained. the ascendancy twice since the revolu- 
tion, and are now about to change their old names for that of 
abolitionists. , , 

Bighthly. Declaring that “they are grieved at the conduct of 
‘many of the females,” who have suffered themselves to he uni- 
ted with the incendiaries, as “unbecoming their sex;”’ express- 

ing their dissent to being governed by female influence in the 
councils of the nation, andexpressing their disapprobation of 
the manner adopted for the distribution of their pamphlets. 

Which was received, and laid on the table under the rule of 
` the 18th of January last.) 

Messrs. PARKER and SHINN of New Jersey. 

(Mr. Sarny presented petitions from sundry citizens of Mon- 
mouth and Burlington counties, in the State of New Jersey, 
praying for the establishment of a mail route. ] 

Messrs. TAYLOR, WARDWELL, CAMBRELENG, GRAN- 
GER, HUNT, LANE, GIDEON LEE, REYNOLDS, 
ZELTINE, VANDERPOEL, LEONARD, HUNTINGTON, 
WARD, TURRILL, RUSSELL and MOORE of New York. 

{Mr. Tayzor presented petitions from sundry inhabitants of 
the towns of Pompey, Salina, and Fabius, in the county of 
Onondaga, and ths town of Chenango, inthe county of Broome, 
for the establishment of a mail route from Binghamton tw Syra- 
cuse, in the State of New York; to pass through Lisle, Cincim- 
patus, East Solon, Truston, Fabius, Pompey, and Jamesville: 
which were severally referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office. and Post Roads. ” Also, the petition of Emma Burzette, 
for a law allowing to her the bounty Jand which her deceased 
husband was entitled to, for services in the war of the revolu- 
tien: referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims.] 

” (Mr. WaRrpweE Lt presented a memorial for the improvement 
of Backets Harbor. Also a memorial of James D. Doty and 
‘ottiers, for the improvement of the harbor at Kewaunee in 
Wisconsin Territory.) , i 

[Mr. CAMSRELENG presented a memorial from certain au- 
‘thors of Great Britain, with a supplementary list of names, set- 
‘ting forth that the publishers of this country not only repub- 

lished their werks, by which they suffered in the loss of their 

property, bnt from the mutilated manner in which they were 
frequently reprinted, their reputations were also injured; which, 
on Mr. C’s motion, was referred to the Committce on the Ju- 
diciary.] à 

N [Mr Leonard presented the petition of Daniel Shoemaker, 
praying for a pension on account of wounds received in the late 
war. 

a ALLEN of Vermont presented the petition of two hun- 
dred and ninety-six citizens of the county of Orleans, in the 
State of Vermont, praying for the abolitionof slavery in the 
District of Columbta, and ofthe domestic slave trade.} 

Messrs. HALL, SLADE, and ALLEN, of Vermont. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Connecticut. 

“Mr. PEARCE of Rhode Island. i” . 

(Mr. Peancs of Rhode Island presented certain resolutions 
recently adopted by the Legislature of that State, instructing the 
Yon. Nehemiah R. Knight and the Hon. Asher Robbins, to vote 
to exnunge from the journals ofthe Senate their resolution of 
8th March, 1834. ) , 

‘Also to vote for Richard M. Johnson for Vice President of 
‘the United States, in accordance with the voice of a majority of 
the. people of that State, manifested in their election of Electors 
of President and Vice President of the United States. 
~ Mr. P: sald those resolutions had come to him rather late, but 


pelier late than never; it was never too late to do good. - 


HA- } 


rr nnn Š 


He would not however haye found it necessary to present 
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these resolutions, ifthey had have been ‘presented in the other 


' end of the Capitol.) — 


Mr. PINCKNEY said, he had been requested by a number of 


| individuals interested in certain prizes made by the late cele- 


brated John Paul Jones, to endeavor to obtain for them the com- 
pensation to which they were respectively entitled for their ser- 
vices. In relation to this matter he had applied Yor information 
to the Treasury Department, and had obtained therefrom a 
statement respecting the prizes sent into France, which on his 
motion had been ordered 19 be printed for the use of the House. 
It appeared from that statement that the sum of twenty thou- 
sand dollars had been received on account of the capture of the 
Sera pis, the Countess of Scarborough, and Bonhomme Richard, 
of which by far the greater portion had been paid away, leav- 
ing only a small balance of three or four thousand dollars to be 
dividedamongst such of the captors of those vessels as may 
still survive. But there was another class of captures: he al- 
Juded to those that were sent into Bergén, in : Norway, and 
which were there delivered up to the English by the Crown of 
Denmark. Itappeared to him iat if ever a reclamation was 
to be made on Denmark for the value of those prizes, it was 
high time that a negotiation should be opened. He therefore 
asked leave to offer a joint resolution on the subject. 

Leave being granted, Mr. P. then sent to the Chair the follow- 
ing resolution : 


A joint resolution requesting the President of the United 


States to assert and prosecute with effeet the claim of the 
United States against Denmark for the value of the three 
prizes made by John Paul Jones in 1779, and which were sent 
by. him inte Bergen in Norway, and there delivered up to the 
English by the Crown of Denmark. 

Mr. HOWARD moved that ivbe referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. He was under the impression that it was 
embraced under the last, treaty between the United States and 
Denmark. 

Mr. PINCKNEY had no objection to the réference, but was 
perfectly satisfied that those prizes had never been made the 
subject-of any treaty stipulation with Denmark. The resolu- 
tion submitted the propriety of action to the judgment of the 
President, and he hoped the committee would goon report it. 

The resolution was then referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina presented the petition 
of citizens of the District of Columbia, praying for the recog- 
nition of the independence of Texas; which he moved to refer to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and make 
it the order of the day for next Tuesday week. 

Mr. HOWARD moved to refer it to the Committee on Fo- 
reign Afiairs. 

‘This petition, giving ise to debate, was laid over. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, presented a similar memorial 
from citizens of the District; and moved its reference to the 
Commitee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mx. LEWIS then inquired of the chairman of the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs at what time they might expect a report 
from that committee on the subject of the recognition of the in- 
dependence of Texas. 

Mr. ROBERTSON inquired if a question ofthis kind was in 
order. 

The CHAIR replied that by the courtesy of the House, inqui- 
ries of this kind were permitted. 

Mr. HOWARD then reminded the gentleman from Alabama 
(Mr. Lewis) that about a month ago the Committee on Foreign 
‘Affairs had directed him to introduce a resolution calling on the 
President of the United States for information in regard to our 
intercourse with Mexico, as they considered it to have a direct 
bearing úpon the subject of our affairs with Texas; and they 
considered the information they were to obtain by that resolu 
tion as most material in making up an opinion in relation 
to the recognition of the independence of Texas. 

But when the document called for came before the House, it 
would be recollected that he (Mr. Howard) had moved to com- 


i mitit to the Committee on Foreign Affairs; when a motion 


was made to accompany that reference with instructions, and 
in consequenee of this,the Committee on Foreign Affairs had 
never, up to this moment, had it in their power to get at the 
information contained in the document, it being still tied up in 
House. The gentleman from Alabama, must therefore per- 
ceive, that as the committee had not yet had access to these 
papers, it could do nothing until this question of reference was 
settled. 

Mr, ROBERTSON then asked leave to present the following 
resolution: b 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
edto communicate to this House, all correspondence and com- 
munications (if any) which have passed between the Executive 
of the United States and Santa Anna, during his recent visit to 
Washington, or since his capture by the Texan army, not here- 
tofore communicated; in what character, whether as the recog- 
nized representative of the Mexican Government, or otherwise, 
such correspondence or communications have been carried on 
with him, also whether either of the vessels equipped, or des- 
tined for the exploring expedition to the Pacific Ocean and 
South Seas, or any other public vessel, has been put in requisi- 
tion, for his conveyance to Mexico or elsewhere, and if so, the 
reasons which in the opinion of the President, rendered such 
requisition necessary Or proper, with all orders relative thereto, 
alco, all communications and correspondence, if any, between 
the Executive of the United States and Gen. Samuel Houston, 
or oier persens claiming to exercise the powers of govern- 
ment in Texas, re’ating te the civil war now or recently pre- 
vailing therein, or relating to any proposed interference orne- 
gotiation on the part of the United States, on behalf of Texas. 

Mr. OWENS objecting, 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved a sus 
purpose, and called for the yeas and 
and were—ayes 65, nays 87. 

So the rules were not suspended. i , 

Mr. BEAUMONT submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the J udiciary be instructed 
to. inquire into the expediency of bringing in a biil defining the 
offence of acontempt of this House, and to provide for the pun- 
ishment thereof. > 

Mr, HANNEGAN 
Jost. ` 
After some remarks from Messrs. BEAUMONT and ADAMS, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved the previous question, which 
was seconded by the House, and the main question ordered; 
which, being taken, the resolution was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. PATTERSON, it was 


ension of. the rules for this 
nays; which were ordered, 


moved to lay the resolution on the table: 


Resolved, That the;Committee on Indian Affairs be instruet- 4 


ed to inquire into.the expediency of making 
to carry on a treaty with the Wyandot Indiane; 


r x 
dusky, in the State of Ohio. 
On motion of Mr. LYON, DES 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inquire Into 
the expediency of making provision, by law, for the erection 
of a light-house on Sand Island, epposite Mobile Point, in 
Alabama. : 

On motion of Mr. STORER, A ee É 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Buildings be ins 
structed to inquire into the expediency of procuring for the.Li- 
brary of Congress a full length statue, in marble, of Chief Jus- 
tice Marshall, to ve executed by Hiram Powers, of Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, _ ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be in» 
structed to inquire into. the expediency of granting to the 
“Mexican Guif Railroad company” the right of way through the 
public lands, for the construction of a railroad; and-inte the 
expediency of granting to the said company a pre-emption 
tight for 960 acres of Jand on the shores of the Gult of Mexico, 
within the Parish of Plaquemine, Louisiana, on which a depot 
and other improvements of the company, may be located. 

On motion of Mr. HAMER, : À 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be di- 
rected to inquire mto the expediency of allowing & pension to 
Emanuel Shroufe, a soldier of Captain Elvain’s company, in 
the 19th regiment, during the late war with Great ‘Britain, 
for wounds received in the service of the Government; and 
that his proofs and papers be referred to that Committee. 

On motion of Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, 


be instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing Ed- 
ward Evans a pension for the ume stated in his application, 
and for which the Commissioner on Pensions has allowed in 


part. 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, f 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the appoint 
ment of a judge for the western district of Louisiana. 

On motion of Mr, CARTER; 

Resolved, Vnatthe Cominittee on Invalid Pensions be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing dacob Kin- 
drick, of Tennessee, n pension for revolutionary services. Algo, 
of allowing James Simmons, of Washington county, Tennessee, 
an-invalid soldier of the Jast war, a pension. Also, of allowing 
Daniel McNair, Pigeon-in-the-water, aad James C: Martin, soi- 
diers of the last war, of the Cherokee nation, pensions under 
the 14th article ofthe treaty between the United States and the 
Cherokee nation. f 

On motion of Mr. FOWLER, p : 

Resolved, That the Committee en the Post Office and Post 
Roads be requested to inquire into the expediency of establish»: 


Sussex, and Stale of New Jersey. 

On motion of Mr. LEONARD, ` : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
toinquire into the expediency of directing asurvey of the valley 
of the Susquenanna river, from the northern termination of 
the North Branch Canal of Pennsylvania, to the southern ter 
mination of the Chenango Canal,in the State of New York; 
and also from the northern termination of the first mentioned 
canal, to. the southern termination of Chemung Canal in New 
York aforesaid Les 

On motion of Mr. DENNY, at 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commeree’ be instructed. 
to inquire into the expediency of making appropriotions ‘for the 
erection ofa national hospital at Pittsburg, Pa. and ‘also for 
placing buoys to designate the channel in certain parte of the 
Ohio river. az 

On motion of Mr, RUSSELL, i 

Resolved, That the acting Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate to this House the report made io the department, 
of the plan for improving the harbor at White Ffatl, in the Stata 
of New York, with the map accompanying the same. 

On motion of Mr. GRANGER, ‘ 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be ine 
structed to inquire into the expediency of placing the name of 
Otis Pierce upon the list of invalid pensioners, and that the do- 
cuments supporting his claim be referred to sald. committee. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to furnish 
the House with a detailed statement of the several officers of the 
army, who, at any (ime during the year 1836, have been em: 
ployed on any service or business whatever, which separated 
them from theirrespective regiments ar.d corps, in such manner 
as will show the kind ofemployment; the places where employ: 
ed;-the commencement and termination of such service; at 
whose instance employed; if employed in the service of corpo- 
rate companies or Individuals the same to be specified; and, al- 
s0, that he state the time which each of said officers. may have 

erformed military duty with his regiment or corps during the 
astfive years. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War furnish the House with 
a list ofthe captains and lieutenants, who, during the year 1836, 
have sent in their resignations, in such manner as ‘will show 
where and how each were employed at the time; and. that he 
specify the dates of acceptance; and, also, that he state what 
officers, ifany, have tendered their 1esigna'ions on Feceivilig Ure 
ders to join the regiments or stations, or immediately after hav- 
ing first complied with the orders; and, also, the tite ‘which 
each captain and subaltern so resigned, may have served with 
bis company during the Tast five years. i 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to furnish 
this House with a detailed statement, showing, according to the 
monthly returns, the number of companies of the diferent corps 
of the army that have been operating during ‘the past year 
against the Creeks and Seminoles, together with ‘the number 
and grade of commissioned ofiicers that have been performing 
military duty with them. ee 

On motion of Mr CLAIBORNE of Mississippi, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the „Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a sepa- 
rate Federal or District Court in the State of Mississippi, to be 
composed of the northern counties, and to be held at some 
Central orsuitable. point within the same. * “ 

Mr. CLAIBORNE of Mississippi offered the following; Which 
was disagreed io: ` : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Publie Lands be instructed 
to ingnire into the expediency of granting to the State ef Mie- 
sissippi, and to each of the new States and Territories, ten 
townships of land, to be located in their respective limits, in 


ye 


Resclved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


ing a mail route: from Bevans to Benville, in the county of 


t 


"nail, free of postage, 


uantities not less than ofe quarter sectio 
the direction of their several Legislatures, 
fund for the payment of an annual sum of one hundred and 
fifty dollars to all citizens of ihe aforesaid States or Territories 


n, to be. sold under 
and to “constitute a 


rapectively. who were in actual service, on the frontiers or else- 
where, during the revolution, and who were excluded from a 
pension under the existing laws of the. United Staies; and for 
the payinent ofa like sum to all persons, ciuzens as aforesaid, 
who can establish that they were in actual service and were 
disabled during the late war.. The surpius ofsuch fund, if any 
there be, to be applied to internal improvements, or the support 
of free schools, in thë said States or Territories respectively, 
under the direction of their Legislatures as aforesaid. 

On motion of Mr. OWENS, 

Resolved, That the Judiciary, Committee be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of dividing the State of Georgia inio 
two Judicial Districts. 

On motion.ot Mr. GHOLSON of Mississippi, ` 

Resoloed, That the Commitee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire inte the expediency of establishing a depot 
of arms at Vicksburg, in the State of Mississippi; and also an 
arsenal at or near Columbia, Mississippi, near the Alabama 
State line, in pursaance ofa memorial of the Legislature of the 
State of Mississippi, presented at the last session of Congress. 

Mr. CRARY submitted the following resolution, which was 
agreed to: x 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of providing by law for the transfer 
of the necessary papers, recognizances, cases, dzc. trom the Su- 
preme Courtof the former Terntory of Michigan, to the District 
Court of the United States for the State of Michigan, and for 
giving said District Court full power totry all causes continued 
over at the last term of said Supreme Court, or which have 
since arisen in gaid Supreme Court, and which are cognizable 
py said District Court. 

On motion, 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tunspay, February 14, 1837. 

A message was received from the President of the United 
tates, by ANDREW JacKson, Jr. Esq. his private secretary, in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate, wansmutting cer- 
tain documents in relation to the forcible*seizure of certain 
slaves by the authorities of the isiand of Bermuda, which were 
passengers in an American vessel that put into that port in dis- 
treas; and, 

Oa motion of Mr. CALHOUN, the message and documents 
were ordered to be printed. - 

Mr. TIPTON presented two petitions from sundry citizens 
ofdadiana, praying for an appropriation for the construction 
of a harbor atthe mouth of the river St. Josephs; which was 
referred to the Committees on Commerce. 
~” On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Committee on Claims was 
discharged from the further consideration of the petition of E. 
and W. II. Smith. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of J. J. Godfroy and 
Power Godiroy, praying the passage of alaw to enable them to 
locate one section of land fiom among any lands belonging to 
the United States, remaining unsold in Michigan; which was 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. ROBENSON, from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, reported a bill to authorize the transmission by 
certain documents, and for other purpo- 
ges; which was read, and ordered to asecond reading, 

On motion of Mr, TIPTON, the Committee on Claims was 
discharged from the further consideration of the petition of Pe- 
ter Bardy. i : 

On motion of Mr. HENDRICKS, the Senate took up the 
pill forthe continuation of the Cumberland road in the States 
of Ohio, Indiana, and Mmois—yeas 23, nays 10, 


Mr. NORVELL moved to amend the bill by adding an appro- ` 


riation of dollars, for the continuation of the road in 
fichigan ; and after a debate, in which Messrs. NORVELL, 
HENDRICKS, LINN, PRESTON, LYON, TIPTON, and 
EWING of Ohio, took part, the amendment was rejected—yeas 
9, nays 27, as follows: 

Y¥AS—Mesers. Clay, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, 
Lyon, McKean, Norvell, Parker, Preston, and Swift.—9. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benion, Black, Clayton, Cuthbert, 
Ewing of Illinois, Ewing of Ohio, Fulton, Wendricks, Hubbard, 
Knight, Linn, Morris, Page, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, Sou- 
thard, Strange, Talimadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, Walker, Wall, 
White, and Wright—27. 


aoc r 
Mr. CLAY moved to amend by striking out the second sec- 


tion of the bill, creating fvur superintendants of the road, each 
with two.assistants; which motion he supporied by a few re- 


marks. 

Mr. HENDRICKS opposed the motion. : 

Mr. TIPTON moved to amend the second section by provid- 
ing that the appointments of the superintendents shal! be made 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate; which.mo- 
tion was agreed to. 

The question then recurred on Mr, CLAY’S motion; and, af 


ter some remarks from Messrs. PRESTON, CLAY, and HEN- 
pate , the amendment was agreed to—yeas 26, nays 17, as 
‘oHows: 


YEAS~—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Brown, Cathoun, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Cuthbert, Kent, King of Ala. King of Ga. Knight, Lyon, 
McKean, Moore, Norvell, Parker, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
se Spence, Strange, Swift, Tomlinson, Walker, White, 
WNAYS—Mesers. Benton, Ewing of Til. Ewing of O. Fulton 
Hendricks, Hubbard, Linn, Mortis, Nicholas, Niles, Robbing, 
Robinson, Sevier, Tallmadge, Tipton, Wall, Wright—17. 

Mr. CLAY then submitted the following amendment: 

«pyovided, that said road in Hlinvis shall not be stoned or 
gravelled untess it can be done at a cost not greater than the 
average cost of stoning and gravelling the same road in Ohio 


350,000. oa 4 

Messrs. HENDRICKS, TIPTON, and BENTON opposed 
the motion, andit was supported by Messrs, WALKER and 
LAY, aher which, : 


Whire—26. 
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"Me, NORVELL moved to lay the bill aud amendments on 


the tabte; which motion was rejected—yeas 15, nays 26: 

YEAS—Messrs. Black, Brown, Calhoun, Hubbard, King of 
Alabama, King of Georgia, Lyon, Norvell, Parker, Prentiss, 
Preston, Ruggles, Strange, Walker, and White--15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton. Clay, Clayton, Cuthbert, 
Ewing of Illinois, Ewing of Ohio, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, 
Kent, Knight, Linn, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Robbins, Robin- 
son, Sevier, Southard, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Wall, 
and Wright—26. x : ms 

The question was then taken on Mr. PRESTON’S motion, 
and it was adopted: yeas 22, nays 17, as follows: . 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Brown, Calhoun, Clay, 
Clayton, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Lyon, Niles, Nor- 
vell, Parker, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Ruggles, Southard, 
Spence, Strange, Swift, Walker, Wall; and White—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Cuthbert, Ewing of Hlinois, Ewing 
of Ohio, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, Linn, Morris, 
Nicholas, Robbius, Robinson, Sevier, Tallmadge, Tipton, and 

right—17. 3 

Mr. PRESTON then moved ‘to reduce the appropriation for 
the road in Ohio from $290.000 to $90.000. 

After a debate, in which Messrs, EWING of Ohio, PREN- 
TISS, LINN, ROBINSON, and NORVELL, took part, the 
amendment was agreed to; yeas 26, nays 19, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard. Black, Brown, Calhoun, Clay, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Kent, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, 
Lyon, Moore, Niles, Norvell, Parker, Prentiss, Preston. Rives, 
Ruggles, Southard, Spence, Strange, Swift, Walker, Wall, and 

NAYS—Messrs, Benton, Cuthbert, Ewing of Ilinois, Ewing 
‘of Ohio, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbardy Knight, Linn, 
Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, Tall- 
madge, Tipton, and Wright—19. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the bill was further amended, 
by reducing the appropriations for roads in Hlinois to $130,000; 
yeas 25, nays 19, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Brown, Calhoun, Clay, 
Clayton, Kent, King of Alabama; King of Georgia, Lyon, 
Moore, Niles, Norvell, Parker, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Rug- 
gles, Southard, Spence, Strange, Swift, Walker, Wail and 
White—25. 

NAYWS—Messrs. Benton, Cuthbert, Ewing of Illinois, Ewing 
of Ohio, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, Knight, Linn, 
Mortis, Mouton, Nicholas, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, Tall- 
madge, Tipton and Wright—19. 

Mr. WALKER moved to amend the bill, by inserting a pro- 
viso that no money appropriated in the bili shall be paid out 
of the Treasury until the two per cent. fund reserved from the 
sales of the public lands in Ohio, Indiana, and Ilinois, shall 
amount to the sums appropriated in the bill. 

After a debate, in which Messrs, WALKER, CLAY, EW- 
ING of Ohio, and I}¥ENDRICKS, took part, this amendment 
was rejected—yeas 16, nays 27, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Black, Brown, Calhoun, King of Alabama. 
King of Georgia, Lyon, Moore, Norvell, Parker, Preston, Rives, 
Ruggles, Strange, Walker, Wal and White—16. d 

AYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Clay, Clayton, Critende: 
Cuthbert, Ewing of Miinots, Ewing of Ohio, Fulton, EATA 
Kent, Knight, Linn, Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Robbins, 
Robinson. Sevier, Southard, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Tip- 
ton, Tomlinson and Wright—27. ie 

Mr. NORVELL moved to amend the bill by striking out the 
proviso that the sum appropriated-sha)l be refunded out of the 
two per cent. fund reserved for making roads in Ohio, Indiana 
and Illinois; which motion was carried—yeas 22, nays 16, as 
follows: = i 

YEAS—Messts. Bayard, Black, Brown, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, 
Lyon, Moore, Mouton, Norvell, Parker, Preston, Rivés Rug: 
gles, Southard, Strange, Walker and White--22. A 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Ewing of Ilinois, Ewing of Ohio, 
Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Linn, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, 
Rohbbinson, Sevier, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton and Wright.—16, 

The bill was then reported to the Senate as amended; when, 
without taking any further question, i 

On motion of Mr. HENDRICKS, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tursvay, February 14, 1837. t 

Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported 
a bill for the payment of certain pensions heretofore paid eutof 
the Privateer PensionFund: read twice and committed. 

Mr. REYNOLDS of Winois, from the Committee on Roads 
and Cana!s, reported the following resolution; which lies over 
one day for consideration. i F 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to cause 
surveys and examinations to be made of Alleghany riyer, from 
Pittsburg to Olean; of the Illinois river, from its mouth to “the 
termination of the canal; and of the Kaskaskia river, from its 
mouth to Vandalia, the seat of Government of the State o 
nois, and report the same to Congress. 

NIAGARA SHIP CANAL. - 

Mr. HARD, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, re- 
ported a biil to. provide for the construction of the Niagara Shi 
Canal; read twice and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. UNDER WOOD, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, reporteda bill from the Senate for the relief of Moses 
Van Kempen, with arecommendaticn that said biil do nat pass; 
which was committed. ; 


ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of Ways and- 


Means, moved thatthe “bill making appropriations for the sup- 
port of the army for the year 1837,” returned frem the Senate 
with amendments, be committed to the Committee of the Whole 
on the State of the Enion, which wes agreed to, 

. INDIAN HOSTILITIES. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the samo committee, reported 
abill making an appropriation for the suppression of Indian 
hostilities for the year 1837: read twice, and committed toa 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

$ INDIAN DEPARTMENT. 

-Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill supplementary to the act entitled An act 
for the re-organization of the Department of Indian Affairs, 
and Anart to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian 
tribes and preserve peace on the frontier, (beth approved the 
20th of June, 1824). and for other. purposes: xead twice, and 


committed to.a Committee of the Whole on the state of tha 

nien. i ss i 

Mr. HARDIN, from the Committee on the Judiciary; report: - 
ed Senate bill for the relief of George F. Ricathen wilhout 

amendment; which, on his motion, was ordered to be engrossed 

for athird reading to morrow. 

Mr. BEALE, from the Committee’ on Invalid Pensions, re- 
ported a bill for the reliefof Hiram Sal; read twice and tom- 
mitted. 

Mr. McKIM, from the Committee of Ways and Means, rs- 

orted a bill for the relief of the president and directors of tha 

alumore and Susquehanna Railroad company; read twice and 
committed. i 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Committee of Claims 
reported a bill for the relief of &. W. Hale: read twice and 
committed. r 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, ftom the same committee to 
which the subject had been referred, reported the ‘fellowing 
resolution, which was concurred in. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition and papers of H. 
Grimm, and that the same be referred to the Third Auditor of the 
Treasury, to decide undef the provisions of the act to provide 
for the payment of horses and other property lost and destroy- 
ed inthe military service of the United States. oe 

Mr, WHETTLESEY of Ohio, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the petition of Willam Orr, reported 
the following resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee uf Claims be discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition of the of Wm. Orr, and 
ghat the same be referred to the Seeretary of War. . 

Mr, FRY,{rom the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, 
reported a bill granting a pension to Conrad Widrig, of the Siate 
of New York. % 

Mr. FRY, from the same committee, made unfavorable re 
ports upon the application of Henry $. Halley of Va. and Icha- 
bod Randolph of Penn.; which were ordered te lìeupon the 


table. 

Mr. JANES, from the same committee, reported a bill grant- 
ing a pension to Elizabeth Case, widow of James Case, deceas- 
ed: read twice, and committed. 

Mr. JANES, from the same committee, also reported a bill 
granting a pension to Frederick Hill: read twice, and com- 


mitted. 

Mr. THOMSON of Ohio, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported Senate bill, without amendment, for the relief 
of Caroline E. Chtherall. (Mr. T. stated that the committee 
were equally divided on the propriety of agreeing to. this 
claim, and they thought it best to leave it to the Nouse.] The 
pill was committed. 

Mr. THOMSON of Ohio, from the same committee, also re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Anne 8. Heileman: read twice 
and committed. ` 

Mr. STORER, from the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions, reported a bill for the relief of Oliver Peck: read twice 


and committed. 
VERMONT MILITIA. 5 

Mr. COLES, from the Commitee on Military Affairs, ro- 

oxted, with an amendment, Senate bill for the payment of the 

ermont militia, for services at the battle of Platsburg; which 
was committed. 

Mr. CONNOR, from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, reported a bill to provide for additional clerks in 
the Post Office Department, in the Auditor’s office thercin, and 
for other purposes: read twice, and committed to a Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, 

Mx. WARD, from the Committee on Military: Affaire, re- 

orted, without amendment, the bill from the Senate for the re- 
jef of the heig of General William Eaton; which was com- 
mitted. ; $ 

Mr. WARD, from the Select Committee on the Publie Build- 
ings, reported a bill making appropriations for the public buitd. 
ings, public grounds, and for other purposes: read twice and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole on the stateof the 
Union, ; 

Mr. WARD, from the, same committee, also reporteda bill 
for the relief of the Columbia. Institute: read twice and com- 
mitted, 

Mr. STORER, from the select committee to whcm the me- 
morial had been referred, reported a bill for the relief of the le- 
gal representatives of Captain Joshua Huddy: read twice and 
committed. i 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee asked leave of the Foure to in- 
troduce a resolution regulating tho duties of the Clerk. ofthe 
House. He said that it was usual for the Clerk, under general 
orders of the House for printing documents, or other papers, to 
cause to be printed plats and maps, which cost annually some 
ten or fifteen thousand dollars, and which were of no use to the 
House or public, and often printed without the wish of even 
the member presenting sucli papers to the House. To correct. 
this evil, he asked leave to offer the following resolution: - 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be, and he is hereby, 
directed to have printed no map or piat, under any general or- 
der of the House for- printing documents or papers, and not 
without a special order of the House for that purpose. 

The House refused to receive the resolution at that time. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia moved a suspension cf the rule 
for the purpose of submitting the following resolution: 

Resolved, That on Thursday, the 23d inst. at 2 o’clock, P. M. 
the House will resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union on the following bills, viz: No, 363, enti- 
tled a bill to extend the provisions of an act entitled “An act 
supplementary to the act for the relief of certain suiviving offi 
cers and soldiers of the revolution,” approved 7th June, J 
anda bill granting an additional quantity of land to satisfy Vir- 
ginia military land warrants. i : i 

The motion ef Mr. J. was disagreed to. 

The following message, in writing, was received’ from the 
President of the United States. by the “hands of hia private se- 
cretary, ANDREW Jacxson, Jr. Esq. . ` 
To the House of Representatives of the United Slates. 

J herewith transmit to the House of Representatives a letter 
addressed to me on the 30th ultimo by the Governor of the State 
of New Hampshire, communicating several resolutions of the 
Legislature of that Commonwealth, and claiming: the reim- 
bursement of certain expensesincarred by that State, in main- 
taining jurisdiction over that portion of its territory norih of 
the 45th degree of north Jatitude, known by the name of the In- 
dian Stream, under circumstances explamed in his Excellen- 


cy’s letter. ANDREW JACKSON, 
‘Washington, Feb. 11, 1827, 


. = = : 
The message. having been read, was, with the accompanying 

documents. ou mojion of Mr. HOWARD, referred to the Com- 

mit'ee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 3 j 
The following message from she President of the United 

States, wes also received at the same time: : : 

To the House of Representatives: » 

I transmit, herewith, a copy of the instructions prepared, un- 
dar my direction, by the War Depariment, for the commission- 
ers appointed by me, in pursuance of the ‘request. contained in 
the resolution adopted by the Liouse of Representaiives oa 
the Ist of July “last, to investigate the causes of the hostil 
then existing wiih the Creek Indians; wad, also, coptes vf 
‘reports, on that subject, received from the comm 
: - . ANDREW Ja 
Washington City, Feb. 14, 1837. 5 

‘The message having been read, was, on motion of Mr. 
WARD, orere! to Jie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. B. WHITTLESEY, from the Commities of 
made unfavorable reports on the petitions of Charles Waid 
John R. Williams, W. Q. Sanders, J. Toureman, san 
Cozard, and Oliver H. Perry, sen of Samuel Perry; which 
ports were severally ordere.! to lie on the tabie, and be printed. 

Mr. E. WG&ITTLESEY, from ihe Commitee of Claim 
made an unfavorable report on the memorial of G, L. Pi 


. m A i eas 
and others, oficers of Gen. Hernanlez’s brigade, Frorida mili- 


tia; which was ordered to liè on the table. 

Mr. CRANE, from the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 

sions; made an unfavorable report onthe petition of Muzaverh 
. Brunner, widow of Jacob Brunner; and the same was ordered 
„to lte on the table. 

On motionof Mr. HUNTSMAN, the Committee on Private 
‘Land Claims was discharged from the further consideration 
of the petition of Bene Trudeau, and it was ordered to lie on 
the table. Las 

Mr. E WHITTLESEY, from the Committee of Claims, 
made an unfavorable reporton the memorial of the inhabitants 
of St. Augustine, Florida, praying compensation for expensa 

e on fortifications: which report was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. E WHITPLESEY, from the Committeo of Claims, te 
which this subject had been referred, reported the following re- 
solution, which was agreed to: š 
Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be discharged from 
the further consideration of te papers of Harry Wilton, and 
‘that the same be referred to the Third Auditor for settlement, 
under the act to provide for the payment of horses and other 
properiy ost or destroyed in the military service of the United 

rates. 

` Mr. DOUBLEDAY, from the Cemmittee en Invalid Pen- 
sions, made unfavorable reports on the petitions of © stharine 
Lowe, John Manning, Jedediah Skinner, and Mathew Canning; 
which were severally ordered to lie on the table. 5 

Mr. S. WILLIAMS, from. the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, made unfavorable reports on the petitions of Daniel 
Madding and Southerland Maysfield; which were ordered to 
He on the table. k 
` On mo ion of Mr. S. WILLIAMS, the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, were discharged from the further consideration of 
the.petition. of Joseph Sapp; and the petition ordered to lie on 
the table, ` a 

Mr. BEALE, from the Committee on Invatid Pensions, made 
unfavorable reports on thie petitions of Gideon. Sheldon, arst 
Leonard Jarvis; and the same were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr, McKIM, from the Committee of Ways and Means, made 
unfavorable reports on the petitions of Richard Ciay and 
James Lowell; and the same were ordered to lie on the iable. 

Mr. JANES, from the Committee on Revolutionary Pensio 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of Barnet Hager- 
man; whjch was ordered to He on the table. 

On monon of Mr. HUNTSMAN, the Commitiec on Private 
Land Claims was discharged from the further consileration of 
the memorial of John Horton and others, praving Congress to 
pasa a law protecting them in certain entries which they made of 
the Government; and the same was ordered to li: on the table. 

On motion of Mr. LEA, the Committee on Revalutionar 
Pensions was discharged from the further consideration of 3 
„petitions of Robert Bach, James Jaek, and Jesse Bailey; and 
the petitions were severally ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. STORER, from the Commitee on Revoiurionary P 
sions, made unfavorable reports on the petitions of John Nicho- 
jas and John Curtis; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. JARVIS, the Committee of Naval Affairs 
were discharged from the memoria! of the Boston Chamber of 
Commerce, for vessels to be stutioned on the Atlantic coasi; al- 
so the petition of John R. Jenkins, and the same was referred 
to the Secretary ofthe Navy. 

Me. UNDERWOOD, froin the Commiltee on Revolutionary 
Claims, made unfavorable reports on the petitions ef John Wa. 
ters and Levi Todd; which were ordered to Jie on the tabie and 
be printed. 

Mr. GARLAND, from the Committes on Indian Afai 
unfavorable reports on the memorial of the Apelarche nati 

. Indians; also the petition of Richard Brannin; which were ord 
ed to lie on the table. : 

Mr. HOAR, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, ma: 
an unfavorable report on the pe 


Te 
ion uf Abraham Story; which 
was ordered to lie and be printet. 
: _ APPROPRIATION BILLS. 
On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG., the House resolved itself 


into a Committee of the Whole on the State of the Union, Mr, 
PATTON in the Chair, for the purpose of pri jing to the 
consideration of the annual appropriation otiis— - 
val service being pending. : 
ARMY BILL 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the committe 
proceeding to tie navy bill, take up the bil} m 
tions for the s i 


king ap 
pport of ihe army, aud conenr in th 
inents of ie Senate to that bill, the principal amend 
ing for the pay of the Tennes 
this bill be taken up: Whi: 
After same remarks by Me 
SEY, 
_ Mr GRAVES mova 
ing 875.000 3 
yvinuiteers, WiO Wera ca 
Gaines. aml receive} into 
wereimmed ately di $ 
Me GRAVES advo-at-d his amendment a sone 
pointed out the obvious inju-tice there would be ia draw: 3 
Hae of distlaction between men having equal claims upon the 


ne 


asd WHITTLE- 


SH 


“betwee: the cl 


gratitude or consideration of 
identity betw 


the Tenn 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee said, ho ¿ 
teman from Ke ky had thought it nec: 
impediment in the way of the passege of thi 
teers provided fax 
of the Uni 
the mus 
were emitted to 
3 


a this biil had been mustered byan officer 
x an4 received into the public seivice, and 
} Department, and assuch 

3 the regular soldiers in 
the army of the U fe was uot averse io the pay- 
olunteers [rom Ki ky-—very far fromit; they 
avd will be paid; but he apprehended: that the 
1 by the chairman of the Committee of Claims 
ofcases provided for in this bill, and the class 
provided for ia the amendment of the seatleman 
from Kentucky, mer the atientian of the committee. The 
jater chisa had nor been received and musiered into the service 
of the United Sixies by an officer of the United States, nor had 
a muster roil been returned. If provision for their. payment is 
now to be ma ig must be ag sum, leaving it to ihe judg- 
ment of the paying officers to decide who were enutled, and 
who were not e the former ca the troops were 
rithe laws of che United States, 
Inthe latter case, they were or- 
under the Jaws of Kentucky, which 
vont fr: 
e any appropriation could be, there. 
he app-ehend tee rolls of the several 
wd be examined at ihe War Depasiment, and es- 
hed by that deparument. These volunteers 
had before said; lo be paid, and nu doubt would 
i now iy? The Kentucky volunteers 

me footing with the Tenvessee volunteers, 
, to be provided for hereafter, when proper 
ved at the department; and be un- 


oR 


ak 


proposed ta be 


the United $ 
fore, proj 


ought, ashe 
be. Butcan we do 
are left upon the s$ 
similarly 


of the United States, as thase who had been actu- 
ally received into the service. Mr. J. expressed a hope that 
the present bil might be permitted to pass. None doubted the 
correciness of paying those provided for in this Lit, and he did 
not think they ong’ to be delayed for the want of proper in- 
formation in relation to the oiher cl no doubt equally as me- 
yitorious as these provided for in this bill; and when informa 
tion shall be received which vill enable us to uct understanding- 
ly upon the sudject, he would cheerfully give his support also 
to that cl 

Affersome further remarks by Messrs. E. WHITTLESEY 
CIIAMBERS of Kentucky, and CARTER, 

Mr. CARTER moved an amendinent to the amendment pro- 
viding that those volunteers of Tennessee who were culled out 
and mustered at Athens, should be mdemnified by paying them 
three months’ pay. j 

After some rema 
G. WiINITTLI 


ks from Messrs. FRENCH, CAMBRE- 
; Y, and GRAVES, 
_ CLAIR BORNE of Mis. moved the following amendment 
to the amen:lment of Mr. Graves: “And that a like sum of 
seventy-five thousand dollars be approp nated for the payment 
of the Mississippi volunteers.” G 

Mr. C. said thatat a very early period of the session, a gen- 


tileman from Tennessee, (Mr. Shields,) ha:! offered a resolution, 


proviting for the payment of the Tennessee‘ volunteers. He 
(Mr. C.) had moveda modification of the resolution, so as to in- 
clude those citizens of Mississippi who had volunteered under 
the requisition of Gen. Gaines. The resolution, so amended, 
went to acommittza: and hara is a bill providing for the payment 
ofthe one, to the mterexslusion of the other. It was a dis- 
tinction which he dvi net understand. It wore the appearance 
ofan indignity, and would be so conatrned by his coastitnents. 
He wished to know why this discrimination had been made? 
upon what grounds? - ` 

Mr. Chairman, said Mr. C. when that requisition was made, 
from eight hundred to a. thousand young men flew to the stan- 
dard of your country. They wer ns of the first respecta- 
bility. but most of them without fortunes; many of them pawned 


jü ofearthiv property, to equip themselves for 
service; others we plied by the liberality of their fellow 
tiz my collier feir raised upen his own credit 
upwards of three i and marched at the head of 


nt troop, V 
oftheir fathe of battle. Other bands, officered 
ts, went from Winsion, Noxvhee, 
sf other counties, and they marched un- 
s comencrated by the hand of women,and blessed with 
ctions of the lovely and the gifted. They were re- 
vice; they made enormons personal and pecuni- 
hey would have harvested as 
ai come, as the volunteers of 
nsi their own consent, 
and I now demand for 


dar bann 
the ben 


act of justice, not as a Charity. We 
in ali yonr bribes. whether they 
ations or benefactions; but I de- 
tic volunteers, for the expenses 


stor 


mand na 
and pr 


form. Ifanv State 
the consideration of 
Tier achieyments on 
mal banner with im- 
sr forget ther: She has 
ving the most 
sstitutinnal Nberty, is 
t th mòre ofthe admira- 
nf the confidence and affection of 
jea secure an undying 
—a name, sit. that stands now, 
tand. a beacon for the soldiers of 
rights are violated, or mian op- 


ong e 
of Fenn 
ished our 


anon 


4% of fame.” 
ittee who re- 
. inthe names 


“Phe volun” 


m that required by the laws of 


tood there was perhaps as large a number not received into ~ 


cotisideration of the 


teers Of Kentucky aad Mississippi. He did not know whether 
he should ever again bo;honored witha place in this H he 
mightsoou himself become an example of the evanescent and 
fleeting nature of popularity; but he gave notice to the com- 
mittee, that whether he was here to assert the rights of his con 
stituents, or whether they shouid send a more cloquent adyo- 
cate, this claim would be prea, would be insisted upon, until 
justice should be rendered. > : 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio explainedy in reply-to Mr. 


- CLAIBORNE, that the. committee had appiled to- the War De- 


, partment, and had received tor-anewer that no returns or mus- 
ter rolis ha: been transmitted to the Department. by’ the proper 
officers in Mississippi; and until those returns were made, the 
committee could not actin the case of the Mississippi volun- 
teers. They had novaia atallto act upon. The fault waa not 
‘with the committee, but with the State authorities. 

After some further. remarks by Mesérs. ALFORD, BELI, 
‘CAMBRELENG, WHITTLESEY, CRILTON ALLEN, and 
LAWLER, à 

Mr. GRAVES modified his amendment, so as to make an ap- 
propriation for all volunteers who had turned out and beon ac- 
cepted bs the Guvernors of the different States, under the call 
for volunteers by Gen. Gaines. % 

On Mr. Graves’s atnendinent to the Seuate’s amendment to 
the army bill, Mr. DUNLAP said: j 

Mr. Chairman: The Senate’s amendment only appropriates 
money that is due to the volunteers of Tennessee, who were 
mustered into service and immediately discharged. Theact of 
1836 provides that all those volunteers wie entered the service 
of the Unjred States should be paid for six months’ clotting, and 
that sum is due them immediately on their entering into the 
service. This amendment only appropriates the amount due 
those volunteers. The amendment of the geutieman from 
Kentucky provides for only one other class of volunteers, to 


_ wit: those who were received by the Governors of Ken- 
: tuecky and Mississippi, but were not racetered into ser- 


vice by an officer of the United States. There is sir, ano- 
ther class of volunteers equally meritorious. X mean, sir, 
those who marehed to the place of rendezvous under the pro- 
clamation of the Governors of the different States, and were not 
received either by (he. United States oficer or the Governor. 
This latter c: of volimteers marched from the portion of 
Tennessee T reside in, to Fayetteville, in thé middle part of the 
Siate, atleast one hundred and fifty miles; they paid their own 
expenses, had to furnish themselves with rations while at the 
place of rendezvous, as the Governor dit not furnish rations to 
any but those received into the service, F 5 

Now sir, I cannot see that there is any difference between pay- 
ing those who were received into the service and immediately 
discharged, and those who tendered thosé services at the place 
of rendezvous; all were clothed and equipt for a ix or twelve 
monthe’ campaign; one class are provided for who receive pay 
for six months’ clothing, while those who paid their own ex: 
penses receive nothing. . “ 

Mr. Chairman, it will be a vety difficult thing to salisfy those 
gallant volunteers that there is any difference in their claims 
ond this Government: gen'lemen may draw their distinctions 
here, but they will be considered elsewhere distinctions without 
adifierence. I know, sir, that many men from my district, 
who volunteered their services, went to the expense of pur: 
casing horses to ride the campaign, and when they, returned 
home, were glad to sell, by losing from thirty to fifty dollars in 
the price of the horee. aid Mog S 

[have drawn up an amendment to the gentleman’s amend: 
ment, which I ask him to receive as a modification to his 
ameniment. It provides for the payment of all those who of: 
fered their services to the United States in any of the States, 
under the proclamations of the respective Governors of the 
States, the same pay as those who were mustered into service 
and immediately discharged.’ This, sir, will be some compen- 
gation, though not as much as will indemnify them for the loma 
they sustained; it places all the volunteers on an equality. . 

Afer some farther remarks by Messrs. GRAVES, GLAS. 
COCK. DAWSON, HAYNES, DUNLAP, GRENNELL, 
HOLSEY, and MERCER, ` 

Mr. CARTER withdrew hisamendment. 

Mr. LAWLER moved to amend the amendment of Mr. 
GRAVES, by inciudmg the volunteers of Alabama, mustered at 
Mount Vernon, in that State. ; : 

Mr. GRAVES then modified his amendment by inserting the 
sum of $100,000, which he thought would cover all the amount 
necessary. 

Before taking the question, on motion of Mr. CAMBRE- 
LENG, the bill was laid aside, and the committee resumed the 


NAVAL SERVICE BILL. i 

Being the “bill making appropriations for the naval service 
for the year 1837” . . 

The question pending, was the motion of Mr, Jarvis to reduce 
the item fer the pay, of the officers and seamen of the navy: 
$150,090. - : j l 

Mr. J. modified hie amendment, by reducing thp amount 
$51,118, as that wae ine difference between the cost of sending 
a t sending a frigate. . * : 
MT. also eis H further modification of his amendment, 
by adding a proviso to the clause, that nothing contained in thie, 
or any oiherapproprtiation should be considered as authorizing 
or approving any increase Mn the Surveying or Exploring Br. 
nedition, authorized by the act of June, 1836. . 

“Mr. JARVIS addressed the House at nome length, going inte 
a variety cf statements, to show the entire impracticabilitye’ 
sending outa frigate on this expedition. AN the document 
referred to, went toshow that vesseis not exceeding two hun 
dred tons, were beat caiculated to carry through this important 
expedition. , BEE : 
CAM3RELENG implored of gentlemen not to enter into 
> icoussion of the mere w, as to whether’ a frig- 
ie was or was not to be seni ¢ is expedition, because i 
might be possible, though +> t apprehend it him: 
self, that in a few weeks chia be wanting 
in the Gulf of Mexico. 

On motion of Mr. PEAR 
rose and reported ies 

The Sneaker having retord the Caair, , 

Mr. VANDERPOBI. moved tiui the House adjourn. | 

Mr. CAMBRELENG called for the yeas and nays, whiok 
were ordered, and were, yeas 33 nays 68, y 

£o a. majority of those present refused toadjourn; asd there 


i norum. 
being CAMBRELENG, renewed the motion, eA 


The House adjourned: 


¥ 
zaie wou. 


of DA 


o Island the commites 


Ban Arvm.—The resolution published in yesterday’s paper in 
relation to a sutvey of the valley of the Susquehanna river, was 
erroneou ly attributed to Mr. Russet... Is was introduced by 
Mr, LEONARD. ` 


{The following was unavoidably crowded out yesterday.( 

IMr. Carr of Ia, presented the following petiuon, signed by 
citizens of the State of Indiana; which, upon his motion, was 

-referred to the Coramittee on Roads and Canals: 
The honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United Stales of America in Congress assembled. ` 
The undersigned, your petitioners, citizens‘of the State ofIn 
diana, would bég leave respectfully to represent to your honor- 
able body, that the falls of the river Ohio still present a serious 
obstacle to its navigation, nowwitustanding the Louisville and 
Portland cana!-has been constructed ostensibly with a view to 
an-amelioration of that impediment; thatthe great andincreas- 
ing commerce of the vast Valley of the Mississippi imperiously 
deinands the removal of every obstruction to the free and rapid 
transit of the producis of western industry to their proper már- 
kets; that the many States interested in the navigauon of the 
Ohio river, places this matter upon a foeung with any work 
in the Union in point ef national importance. 
body has aiready assented to this principle in.the liberal ap- 
propriations which have been made to the removal of obstruc- 
tions to the navigation of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, as 
welas the subscription of stock to the Louisville and Pordand 
canal, ‘fhe object for which the Louisville and Pordand canal 
has been construcied, has not been attained to the extent con- 
templated; the reasons for this failure, your petitioners will 
priefly state: - a . 

lot. The canal is too narrow and too shallow to accommodate 
boats of lieavy tonnage. 

2d. The site of the land being peculiarly favorable to a con- 
stant precipitation of mud, and the lodgement of drift wood, 
‘makes it necessary for the company occasionally to suspend 
pusiness until those obstructions can be removed, which is a 
vexatious cause of delay to boats, while itrestores the old cus- 
tom of land transportation from Louisville tp Pordand, ` 

31, In consequence of the heavy expenditures necessary to 
keep the cana! navigable, the company is compelled, in order 
to realize fair dividends, to exact exorbitant tolls, which consti 
tute an immense burden upon the people of the West. 

Under these circumstances, your petitioners would respect- 
fully represent the duty and propriety of constructing by Go- 
vernment appropriations, a ‘free canal on the Indiana side of 
said river, or uponsuch other plan as your wisdom may deem 
proper yeur petitioners are confident that such a work could 

e completed ivr a Jess sum than would be requisite to purchase 
the stock inthe Louisville and Portland canat, while at the 
same ume it would be much better calculated to subservo' the 
wants of the western people. Your honorable body would be 
satisfied of the truth of tnis statement, were the estimates of 
une cost of the work laid before you by competent engineers. 
Aga data from which a conclusion can be drawn, your petition- 
ers tave liecewith transmitted to you a report of an engineer 
oFackaowledged abilities made to the old canal company in 

“1819. The superivr advantages which this work offers, ought 
to induce the General Government to undertake its construc- 
tion. ‘Lo make the Louisvilieand Pordand canal of sufficient 
Wideh and depth to admir the transit of boats of the largest size, 
would require an additionat expenditure of perhaps $500,000, 
This sum added to the amount required to extinguish the indivi- 
dual stock in said work, would be more than double the sum 
necessary to constract the Jetfersonville Ohio canal, Your pe- 
titioners would therefore ask your honarabie body to direct a 
portion of the resources of the General Government to the 
accomplishment of the proposed work. The Stace of Indiana 
wilt no doubt consent tothe project, and perhaps k nd a helping 
hand to complete it. The interests of the western States demand 
every facility than can be afforded to the free navigation of their 
great arteries of trade. Your petitioners would, therefore, 
cherish the hope that -your honorable body will bestow upoa 
this subject the consideration its importance. deserves, and that 
you will without delay enter upon the work with a spiti com- 
mensurate with its magnitude; and your petitioners, as in duty 
bound, will ever pray. } 


wma 
[Kouss or REPRESENTATIVES or U. Sr 


February 13, 1837. 
To the Editors of the Globe: 

Sms: In the report, published in this morning’s Globe, of the 
debate inthe House of Representatives, on the resolution di- 
recting the Speaker to issue ms warrant for the arrest of R. M. 
Whitney, my name is inserted in the fist of yeas and nays, as 
voting upon the motion to lay that resolution on the table, 

The journal of the House will show that, on that question, I 
did not vote atall Iwas excused from voting on that and 
every other question affecting the personal rights of Reuben 
M. Whitney, for reasons expressly assigned by me, conforma- 
bly tothe fule of the House. 

I take this occasion to remark that. in the report of the debate, 
on the same day, upon the resulntion offered by Mr, Taylor. 
there are considerable errors in the statement of what w 
by me. Ididnotsay that I believed the paper, purp 
be a petition from slaves, to be a forgery, dexigned as a hoax 
upon me; ‘nor did Tsay that T should not again attempt to pre- 
sent the petition, What I said was, that I now believed ihe 
paper to be a Jorgery by asiaveholding master, for the pur- 
pose of daring me to present a petition purporting to be from 
siaves. That-having thus reason ito believe it a forgery, 1 
should not present it as a petition, whatever might be the deci- 
sion of the Kfouse on the question before them. If I should pre- 
sent it at all, it would be to invoke the. authority of ‘the’ House 
to cause the author of the forgery to be prosecuted. for she for- 
gami which I certainly would do, ifthere were a competent ju- 
icial authority to try the offender, and I coull require and: ob- 
tain evidence to prove the fact, 7 

Iam notin the habit of considering a forgery, committed to 
goter a member of Congress from the discharge of his duty, as a 

oax. 

Tam, with due respect, sirs, your obedient servant, 

J. Q. ADAMS. 


—_—— 


. -IN SENATE, i 
N Wepnespay, February 15, 1837. 
Mr. SWIFT presented sundry petitions from citizens of Ver- 
mont, praying Congress to abolish slayery in the District of 
Columbia, and moved that they be received. 


Your honorable’ 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the question of their reception 
was laid on the table. . g : 
Mr. MORRIS presented several petitions from sundry ladies 
“and electors of Ohio, and Mr. TOMLINSON presented several 
etitions from sundry citizens of Connecticut, on, the same sub- 
ject; which were severally disposed of inthe same manner 
Mr. MORRIS presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Ohio, praying for the establishment of a post route; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
‘Also. a remonstrance from a number of citizens of Buffalo, 
New York, against the construction of an outer barbor at the 
mouth of Lake Erie: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
Mr. LYON presented a petition from sundry -citizens of 
Michigan, praying for an appropriation for -the early comple- 
tion of the harbor of St. Josephs in that State: referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. - . ee 
Mr. LYON also presented a memorial from sundry citizens 


of Michigan, praying Congress to provide as early as practica- 


ble for the completion of the Military road, from -Detroit to. 


Fort Mackinack, and thence to Fort Brady, near the outiet of 


Lake Superior: referred.to the Committee on Roads and Ca- 


nals. 
On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Committee on Pensions 


was discharged from the further consideration of the petitions 
of James Marshall and Lydia Andrews. ` 

On motion of Mr. MORRIS, the same committee was dis- 
charged from the: farther consideration: of the petitions of 
Pheneas George and Silas Williams. 


On motion of Mr. TOMLINSON, the same committee was 


discharged from the further consideration of the petitions of | 


John E. Ford, Abraham Van Horn, and Mary Scott. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the same committee was dis- 
charged from the further consideration: of the petition of Na- 
thaniel Perry; and Mr. S. at the same time, made an adverse 
report on the petition of Nathaniel Perry; which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to he printed. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, the Commitee ow Private Land 
Claims was discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition ofthe legal representatives of William Bell. j 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Commit.ee on Military Affairs, to 
which had been referred the memorial of Colonel Roger Jones, 
Adjutant General of the army of the United States, reported a 
bill giving him the pay of his brevet rank; which was read and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. BENTON moved that the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be discharged from the further consideration of the me- 
morials of the Legislatures of Wisconsin, praying for the es- 
tablishment ofa depot of arms in that Territory; and of the citi- 
zens of Carroll county, Indiana, praying ior the establishment 
of an armory in that State, the objects of the memorials being 
embraced in a general bill: the motion was agreed to., 

On motion of Mr. NILES, the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims waa discharged from the farther consideration: of the 
perition ofSarah Addison, heir of Major Andrew Leach, de- 
ceased. 

. Mr. NILES, from the same committee, reported, with 
amendments, the bill for the relicf of John Jordan. 

Mr. RIVES, from the Commitee on Naval Afiiirs, reported, 
without amendment, the resolution from the House granting a 
pension to Susan Decatur, widow of Commodore Stephen De- 
catur. 

Mr. RIVES, from the same committee, reported, with 
amendments, the bill to regulate the pay of the officers of the 
marine corps. : 

‘Mr. KENT, from the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia, reported a bill to incorporate the Washington and George- 
town gas-light company; which wa read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. KENT, on leave, introduced a dit to extend the time for 
completing the Washington city canal; which was read twice, 
and referred. 

Mr. LINN gave notice that he would, on Saturday next, ask 
the indulgence of the Senate to take wp and attend to the busi- 
ness of the Wisconsin Territory. 

Mr. KENT gave notice that he would, on Friday, ask the Se- 
nate to take up and@'consider the bills relating to the District of 
Columbia, 

Mr. KING of Georgia, on leave, introduced a bill to provide 
compensation to Commodore James Barron, for the use of his 
invention, called the ship’s ventilator; which was twice read, 
and referred. 

Mr. TOMLINSON offered the following resolution, which 
was considered and adopted: X 

Resolved, That the Committee en Commerce be instructed 
ta inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation to 
secure the light-house, (weiling-house, and other property of 
the United States on Fairweather Island, in the State of Ceon- 
necticut. : 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
stiomitted the following yesolution, which was considered and 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the ecretary at War be requested to ascer- 
tain the facts connected with the bursting of sixteen cannon at 
Major Clark’s fommdry in . especially such as may ex- 

tain the mode of proof used upon that occasion, and the quali- 
ty of the metal, and report the same to the Senaie at its next 


sessicn. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on Manufactures, to which 
a memorial on the subject had been referred, reperted the fol- 
lowing jaint resolution; which was read and ordered to asecond 
reading. 

Recoived, That the Postmaster General be, and he hereby is, 
authorized to inquire into the utility of establishing a line of 
telegraphs from Washington to the city of New York 
report to Congress. at its next session, the facilit 
vantages of thet of communication; the probable expense 
of erecting and maintaining such line of telegraphs; the regula- 
tions which may be necessary and proper for the management 
ofthe same, and an estimate of the probable income to he de- 


$ 


rived therefrom from the transmission of private intelligence. 
-The following bills were severally read the third time and 
‘passed: . 
j -Thehill supplementary to the act entitled an act to amend 
the iudicial system of the United States; 
The bitt in addition to the act to promote the pregress of 
science end the useful arts, passed on the 4th of July, 1836; 
The bili to. establish a foundry and armory in the West or 
South West, arzenaisim the States in which none have been es- 
tablished, and-depots for arms in certain States and Territories; 
The bill tespecting discriminating duties on Dutch and Bel. 
gian vessels and their cargoes: and 


The bill to alter and amend the act for the punishment of 
certain crimes against the United States. This last act was 
passed by the following vote: _ 5 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, Clay,Clayton,Cuthhbert, 
Dana, Ewing of Ohio, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King of Ala- 
bama, King of Georgia, Linn, Lyon, Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Norvell, Page, Presten, Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, Sirange, 
Tallmadge, Tipton, White, and Wright~29 i 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Davis, Ewing of Iino, Hene 
dricks, Kent, McKean, Moore, Niles, Parker, Prentiss, Rives, 
Robinson, Southard, Swift, Walker, Wall, and Webster—17. 

The Senate then took up asthe unfinished business, the bill 
making appropriations for the continuation of the Cumberland 
road in Ohio, Indiana, and Ilinois. The question being on 
codciriing with the amendments made in Committee of the 

Thole. 

On taking the questions as to agreeing to the amendments re» 
ducing the appropriations, they were severally disagreed to; and 
on motion of Mr. CLAY, they were amended, so as to reduce 
the appropriation for Ohio, from $290,000 to $190,000; for Iudi- 
anad from $250,000 to $150,000; and for Hlinois from $150,000 to 
$100,000. ` : . 

The qnestion come up on theamendment made in Committee 
of the Whole, strixing out the proviso that the appropriations 
shall be replaced out of the two ‘per cept. fund, reserved for 
making roads leading to the States.of Ohio. Indiana, and Tilinois, 
—a debate arose, in which Messrs. WALKER, HENDRICKS, 
SEVIER, CLAY, PRESTON, HUBBAR D, and NILES, par- 
ticipated, and the amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. CLAY offered an amendment providing, that in all cases, 
where it can be done, the work shall be laid out in sections, and 
it shall be the duty of the superintending officers to let it 10 tne 
lowest bidder; which was agreed to. : 

Mr. WALKER moved an additional section, “that this act 
shali not be regarded as pledging the faith of the Government 
of the United States to any further or additional! appropriations 
for the Cumberland road.” 

After some remarks from Messrs. LINN, WALKER, and 
TIPTON, this amendment was rejected by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Black, Brown, Calhoun, Hubbard, King of 
Alabama, King of'Georgia. Lyon, Moore, Norvell, Page, Parker, 
Preston, Rives, Strange, Walker, Wall, and White—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Buchanan, Clay, Clayton, Critten- 
den, Cuthbert, Ewing of Winois, Ewing of Ohio, Fulton, 
Hendricks, Kent, Knight, Linn, Morris, Robbins, Robinson 
Sevier, Southard, Swift, Talmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, and 
Wright—23. . a hone 

The hill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading— 
yeas 25, nays 18, as follows: t 

YEAS—dlessrs. Benton, Buchanan, Clay, Crittenden, Cuth- 
bert, Ewing of Illinois, Ewing of Ohio, Fulton, Hendricks, 
Kent, Knight, Linn, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Page, Robbins, 
Robinson, Sevier, Southard, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
and Wright—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Black, Brown, Cathoun, Clayton, Hubbard, 
King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Lyon, Moore, Norvell, 
Parker, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Suange, Walker, Wall, and 
White—18. 

The bill making nayment to the volunteers and militia of 
Kentucky and Tennessee called into the service of the United 
States, hy the Governors of the respective States, and discharged 
betore marching, was taken up, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. : ; 

Messrs. BENTON and WHITE explained the objects of the 
bill; after which, E 

On moion of Mr. MOORE, the militia called into service 
from Alabama were included, as were those. from Mississippi. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, and after other amendmgats, 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, Feb. 15, 1807. 

Mr. HOWARD said, that it was within the knowledge of the 
House that a gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Jackson,) who was 
a member of the Committee on Foreigu Affairs, had been de- 
tained from the House for the greater part of the present.ses- 
sion, in consequence ofsevere indisposition, and the necessity 
he was under of removing from the city of Washington in order 
to obtain professional advice. Mr. H. had justreceived a letter 
from that gentleman, in which he stated that there was no 
prospect of his regaining his health sufficiently to be able to 
give his attendance at the House during the remainder of-the 
session. Ag it was very desirable that the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs should be full, Mr. H. therefore made the usual 
motion, that Mr. Jackson of Georgia be excused from further 
attendance on that committee, and that the Speaker be requir- 
ed to Al! up the vacancy; which was agreed to. 


R. M. WHITNEY’S CASE. © 

Mr. Waser having been placed at the bar, 
and stated his readiness to proceed at once to trial, 

Mr. BRIGGS then submitted the following pro- 
position: : f 

Whereas, by the 11th rule of this House, all 
acts, addresses, and joint resolutions, shall be sign- 
ed by the Speaker, and all writs, warrants, and 
subpoenas, issued by the order of the House, shall 
be under his hand and seai, attested by the Clerk: 

And whereas the subpoena, by virtue of which R, 
M. Whitney, now in the custody of the Sergeant- 
at-arms of the House, by order of the House, for 
an alleged contempt for refusing to appear and 
give testimony before one of the select commiitees 
of the House, was not under the hand and seal of 
the Speaker, and attested by the Clerk, but signed 
by the chairman of the select committee: therefore, 

Resolved, "That the refusal of R. M. Whitney to 
appear and testify before said committee, was not 
a contempt of this House. 

Resolved, That the said Whitney be forthwith 
discharged from the custody of this House. 

Mr. B, insisted that this preliminary question 


House was about to adopt it, they would be under 
the necessity of sceing what the paper was, and 
to that he would willingly snbmit. He would be 
willing the petition should be received and con- 
sidered, and he would be willing for almost 
any thing except to grant the prayer of this 
petition, because the gentleman from Alabama 
might find that its prayer was precisely what he 
chad been so strenuously contending for. Mr. A. 
then went on to reply to some remarks which had 
fallen from the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
Granger;) after which, he made a defence of his 
conduct, in presenting the petition of certain per- 
sons from Fredericksburg. He contended that the 
character of the petitioners should not be made the 

- grounds for rejecting petitions, if they were 
couched in respectful language. All petitions he 
contended should be received whether they come 
from the highest or wealthiest individuals in the 
land, or whether they come from the poorest or low- 
estin character. The Sultan of a despotic Govern- 
ment was bound to receive the petitions of the vilest 
of his subjects, and he hoped that no distinction 
would be made in petitions in a free Government, 
so long as they were in respectful language 

The debate was further continued by Mr. Mann 
of New York, and Mr. Tuomprson of South Caro- 
lina, when the latter gentleman submitted the fol- 
lowing modification: 

Resolved, That the Hon. Joun Quincy ADAMS, 
by an effort to present a petition from slaves, has 
committed a gross contempt of this House. 

Eesolved, That the member from Massachusetts, 
above named, by creating the impression, and leav- 
ing the House under such impression; that said pe- 
tition was for the abolition of slavery when he 
knew it was not, bas trifled with the House. 

Resolved, That the Hon. Jonn Quincy Avams 
receive the censure of the House for his conduct 
referred to in the preceding resolutions. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
Pickens, CAMBRELENG;, Lewis, Gtascock, Pinck- 
ney, Law ier, Wise, and Jenirer; and on motion 
of the last gentleman, ; 

The House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Tunspay, February 7, 1937. 

Mr. BROWN presented a petition from sundry citizens of 
Beaufort, North Carolina, praying for ap appropriation for the 
purpose. of erecting a marine hospital at that place: referred to 
the Committee on Cemmerce. 

. Myr. BROWN submitted the following resolution, which was 
considered and adop 

Resolved, That the Commitee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the c epey of erecting a marine hospital at 
Beaufort, North Carolina, 

Mr. McK IAN presented two memori 
of Pennsylvania engage 
trade; one bein 


is from sundry citizens 
us branches of the coal 
of Schuylkill county, and the 
other from citizens of Mauch Chunk, Northampion county, in 
that State, remonstrating against the reduction of the duty on 
foveign coal: laid on the table. i 

Mr. McKEAN submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, Vat the Committee on Revolutionary Claims be 
instructed to inguire into the expediency of granting commuta- 
tion to the heirs of the late M John Brooks. 

Mr. LINN presented the following petitions and memorials: 

A petition from sundry citizens of Wisconsin, praying for 


the enactment of pre-emption laws: referred to the Committee - 


on Public Lands. 

“A petition from the trustees of the University of Wisconsin, 

praying fora donation of land for the purpose of endowing said 
i rsity: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
ion from the citizens of the town of Dubuque, Wis- 
Territory, praying for the establishment of a board of 

commissioners to settle and adjust titles to lots in said town: 
~ referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 

A petition from sandy citizens of Wisconsin, praying for the 
consiruction of a road in said Territory : referred te the Com- 


AY as of Wisconsin, prayiig for an 
altera. Tiag the public lands: relerred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

A petition of sundry citizens of the same Territory, praying 
for an appropriation fur the construction -of a road from Mil- 
waukie to Cassville, and from Chicago to Green Bay : referred 
to the Commiticeon Roads and Canals. 


office y 

Mr. TIPTON preseated the memorial of sundry citizens of 
Ohio ańd Indiana, praying for an appropriation for the con- 
struction of a road: referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals. 

Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition of William Daven- 
port, praying fora pension ; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions., 

Mr, WRIGHT presented the petition of sundry citizens of 

` Brooklyn, New York, praying for the passage of the bill now 
before the House of Representatives, or of some similar bill, 
for the reduction of the revenue to the wants of the Government: 
laid on the table. : 

A message was received from the President of the United 
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States by ANDREW Jackson, dr. Esq. his private secretary, as 
follows : 
To the Senate of the Uniled States: 

At the beginning of this session, Congress was 
informed that our claims upon Mexico had not 
been adjusted, but that, notwithstanding the-irrita- 
ting effect upon her councils of the movements in 
Texas, I hoped, by great forbearance, to avoid the 

2 pi a ys} Mi atl 

necessity of again bringing the subject of them to 
your notice. That hope has been disappointed. 
Having in vain urged upon that Government the 
justice of those claims, and my indispensable obli- 
gation to insist that ‘there should be ‘no further 
delay in the acknowledgment, if not in the redress 
of the injuries complained of,” my duty requires 
that the whole subject should be presented, as it now 
is, for the action of Congress, whose exclnsive right 
it is to decide on the further measures of redress to 
be employed. The length of time since some of the 
injuries have been committed, the repeated and un- 
availing applications for redress, the wanton charac- 
ter of some of the outrages upon the property and 
persons of our citizens, upon the officers and flag of 
the United States, independent of recent insults to 
this Government and people by the late Extraordi- 
nary Mexican Minister, would justify, in the eyes 
of all nations, immediate war. That remedy, how- 
ever, should not be used by just and generous na- 
tions, confiding in their strength, for injuries com- 
mitted, if it can be honorably avoided; and it has 
occurred to me that, considering the present embar- 
rassed condition of that country, we should act with 
both wisdom and moderation, by giving to Mexico 
one more opportunity to atone for the past, before 
we take redress into our own hands. To avoid all 
misconception on the part of Mexico, as well as to 
protect our own national’ character from reproach, 
this opportunity should be given, with the avowed 
design and full preparation to take immediate satis- 
faction if it should not be obtained on a repetition of 
the demand for it. To this end I recommend that 
an act be passed authorizing reprisals, and the use 
of the naval force of the United States by the Ex- 
ecutive against Mexico, to enforce them, in the 
event of.a refusal by the Mexican Government to 
come to an amicable adjustment of the matters in 
controversy between us, upon another demand 
thereof made from on board one of. our vessels of 
war on the coast of Mexico. 

The documents herewith transmitted, with those 
accompanying my message in answer to a call of 
the House of Representatives of the 17th ultimo, 
wiil enable Congress to judge of the propriety of 
the course heretofore pursued, and to decide upon 
the necessity of that now recommended. 

If these views should fail to meet the concurrence 
of Congress, and that body be able to find in the 
condition of the affairs between the two countries, 
as disclosed by the accompanying documents, with 
those referred to, any well-grounded reasons to hope 
than an adjustment of the controversy between them 
can be effected without a resort to the measures I 
have felt it my duty to recommend, they may be 
assured of my co-operation in any other course that 
shall be deemed honorable and proper. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 
Washington, Feb. 6, 1837. 

The message having been read, it was, on motion of Mr, 
BUCHANAN, ordered to be prinied, together with the accom- 
panying documents, and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. i , 

Mr. KENT presented the memorial of Elizabeth Scott; which 
eferred to the Committee on Finance. 

BAYARD presented certain resolutions adopted by the 
gisiature of the State of Delaware, condemnatory of the Bx- 
punging resolutions, which have been adopted and acted on by. 
the Senate, and instructing their Senators to use their exertions 
to gctthe same rescinded. . . k 

Mr. B. remarked that the object of the joint resoiutions he 
had presented, wasto have the expunging resolutions, passed 
tae 16th of January last, rescinded, and that the journal ofthe Se- 
nate shouldbe restored to the state in which it was befere their 
passage. He wasaware that it would be unparliamentary, at 
the present session, to move in the matier, because it was the 
sense of the body now that the resolutions should be undis- 
turhed; but, in compliance with the wishes of the Legislature 
of Delaware, he wonld take. the liberty of stating that, at the 
next session, anil every succeeding session that he might retain 
aseat in this Senate, he would use his earnest efforts to accom- 
plish the object they had in view. He trusted that the day 
was not far distant when Senators, entertaining the opinions he 
did, would. be able to restore the journal to its former condi- 
tion, and to rescind the resolutions of the Senator frum Missouri. 

Mr. BROWN observed that he had no doubt the gentleman 
would persevere, in order to attain the object of his wishes, 
He (Mr. B.) would vote for the printing of the joint vasolutions. 
But, at the same time, he would mention a fact. and that was, 
that when an honorable Senator fom New Hampshire, (Mr. 


i 


i 
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Hubbard,) presented from his State:certain instructions, though 
of an opposite character to those Deiere He Senaie, the cori- 
tesy Of printing. was not extended to! his State. Mr. ts. 
thought, however, that it was but extending a proper courte: y 
to every Siate, 10 order their resolucions to be printed, as was af- 
most invariably done. y 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of Hannah Men- 
denhali Baldwin, widow of Doctor Baldwin, late a surgeon of 
the navy, praying for a pension: referred to the Commcitice on 
Naval Afairs. j 

Mr. MORRIS presented two memorials and joint resolutions, 
one on the subject of lands granted to Ohio for canal pure 
poses, and sold by the Governor, and the other om the subject of 
the lands ceded by the Wyandot Indians for the purpose of ma- 
king a road: referred to the Committee on Rowlsand Canals. 

ir. MORRIS presented two petidions from sundry citizens uf 
Ohio, one signed by males the other by females praying for 
the abolition of slavery in the Districtof Columbia; onc of which 
being read, : A 

Mr. WALKER objected to their recepüon. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved that the ques ion, us to the reception 
of the petitions, be iaid on the tabte. 

Mr. MORRIS called for the yeas and neys, which were or- 
dered, and the motion was carried in the affirmative: yeas 27, 
nays L1; by the follewing vote: st 

YBAS—-Messes, Bayard, Benton, Black, Brown, Buchanan, 
Clayton, Dana, Ewing of HU Multa, Grundy, Hubbard, Kert, 
King of Ala. King of Ga. Linn, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Nor- 
vell, Parker, Preston, Robinson, Ruggies, Sirange, Walker, 
White, Wright—27. A 

NAYS-—Messrs. Ewing of O. Hendricks, Knight, McKean, 
Morris, Niles, Prentiss, Robbins, Swift, Tipon, Tomlinsogn—1]. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented. the petition of Reuben James; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs: 

Mr. PARKER presented the petition of the Alexandria and 
Falmouth Railroad company, praying for the aid of Congress 
in the construction of the work: referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which the subject had been referred by a resolution of the Se- 
nate, reported a bili for the relief of Thomas: A. Smith, Re- 
ceiver of Public Moneys at Franklin, Missouri; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading, 

On motion of Mr. LINN, ie 

The Committee ov Private Land Claims was discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition of William Barclay. 

Mi. BROWN, from the Committee on Commerce, reported 
a bill to provide for the completion of the tte of the United 
States to the site of the fight-house on Reanoake marshes; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. BROWN, A 

The Commitee on Revolutionary Claims was discharged 
from the furiher consideration of the petitions of the heirs of 
Henry Conner and the heirs of George Cook. . 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, i : 

The Cominitiee on Claims was discharged frou the further 
consideration of the petitions of John McDonald and Wm. D. 
Cheever; and the Committee on Revolutionary Claims was 
discharged from the further consideration of the petition of the 
heirs of Everard Chapman. ` . 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, reported 
without amendment, the bill from the House for the relief of 
David Kilburn. ` 


ion of Jonn H I 
hich was read, andordered to a sy 


weal 
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On tion of Mr. RWING, the same committee was dis. 
charged from the further cousiteration of the peridon of Daniel 
Bradley. 


Me. AILES, from the Commitee on the Post Office and Post, 
Roads, to which had been referred various petitions from mail 
contractors, praying fer addidoual allowances, reported a bil 
for their relief} which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. . g 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Public Lands, report- 
eda billto fix the the salaries of the Surveyor General of Ar- 
kansas, and of the draftsman and clerks employed in his 
office; which was read, and ordered to a second reading. , 

A message was received from the House of R epresentatives 
by Mr. Franklin, their clerk, stating that the House had cor - 
curred in the resolutions reported by the joint committee as to 
the mode of examining and counting the votes for President and 
Vice President, and that the House had appointed the honora- 
ble Mr. Thomas and the honorable Mr. Ingersoll tellers on their 


part. A 
p Mr. WRIGHT, hom the Committee on Finance, reported 
without amendment the bill from the House amendiog the act of 
the last session, establishing branches of the pint, which wag 
taken up for consideration in Committee of the Whole, read a 
second time. and ordered to a third reading. : 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee, reported. with 
an amendment, the bill from the House making appropriations 
for the support of the army; which was read a second time and 
ordered to a third reading. i 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public Lands, ta 
which kad Leen referred the petition of John Hewson, reported 
a bill for his relief; which was read and ordered toa second 
reading. x 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pensions, reported a 
bill for the relief of Thaddeus Fairbank; which was read twice, 
and referred, ‘ f 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on Pensions, report- 
eda bil to restore to certain invalid pensioners the pensions by 
them relinquished; which was read and ordered to a second 
reeling. 

The 
adopted: POF 

3y Mr. EWING of Minois 

Resolved, That the Comr 
ed to inquire into the expedi 
relinguishment ofthe revers 

inal] Indian reservations made at the ur à 
canoe, in October, 1832, between the Gov 


lowing resolutions were submited, considered 


ment of the United 
Siates and the Pottawatamie, Otto, and Chippewa Indigis. 


By Mr. ROBINSON: 
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` Clark, Crane, Dawson, Deberry, Denny, Dromgoole, Hazel- | 


tine, Hoar, Howell, Lawrence, Lay, Love, Lyon, Maury, Mer- 


‘cer, James A. Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, Phillips, Reed, 


Robertson, Lussell, Steele, and Underwood—235, 


~ So the House laid it on the table. 

` Mr. HARDIN said, as he had found himself ap- 
‘pointed on the committee to examine witnesses in 
‘this case, he had looked into some of the precedents 
‘in such cases, and it-appeared to him that the in- 
“dividual who had been bronght to the bar of the 
House, should be first sworn tc answer such. ques- 


‘tions as might be propounded to him, touching his 


Teasons for not appearing before the select com- 


"mittee, after-being duly sammoned so to appear. 


My. H. said he had prepared a couple of inter- 
rogateries which he wished to propound to the in- 
dividual who had been brought to the bar of the 
House. The first interroga ory he desired to pro- 
pound to the witness was as follows: 

““ Are you unwilling to appear before the select 
committee of this House of which the Hon. Henry 
A. Wise is chairman ?” - 

‘If this intertogatory was answered in the affirm- 
‘ative, he then desired to put to him the following: 
~ © Do you believe the select committee, or any 

member thereof, will do you personal violence, 
during your attendance before the committee, or in 
‘your coming thereto or returning therefrem 2” 
’- Mr. VANDERPOEL inquired if the interroga- 
tories had been settled upon by the committee as 
‘proper ones to be propounded? i 

Mr. HARDIN replied, that. the committee had 
‘not.. Ashe understood the rule adopted by the 
House, the committee, or any member of it, might 
propound interrogatories. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said he must object to 
‘this course of proceeding. 
` “The CHAIR said the rule adopted the other day 
-granted to the aecused the privilege of first exam- 
ining witnesses touching his alleged contempt of 


: the House. 


Mr. HARDIN moved that Mr. Whitney be 
now sworn, for the purpose of answering such in- 
terrogatories as might be propounded to him. Mr. 
H. said he made this motion for the purpose of 
avoiding a very unpleasant —— 

Mr. VANDERPOEL called the gentleman to 
order. By the order of the House the accused was 
granted leave to proceed and take testimony touch- 
ing his alleged contempt of the House. He would 
therefore submit to the Chair whether the gentle- 
man from Kentucky was in order. 

_ The CHAIR read’ the order of the House, as fol- 
lows: ; : 

“Resolved, That Reuben M. Whitney be now 
permitted to examine witnesses before this House 
in relation to his alleged contempt; and that a com- 
mittee of five be appointed by the Speaker to ex- 
amine such witnesses on the part of the House. 


That the questions put shall be reduced to writing - 


before proposed to the witnesses, and that the an- 
swers be also reduced to writing. Every question 
put by any other than a member of the committee 
shall be reduced’ to writing by such member, and 
be propounded. to the witness by the Speaker, if not 
objected to; but if any question shall be objected to, 
or any testimony effered shall be objected to, by 
any member, the member so objecting, and the ac- 
cused or his counsel, shall be heard, after which 
the question shall be decided without further de- 
‘bate. If parol evidence is offered, the witnesses 
shall be sworn by the Speaker, and be examined at 
the bar, unless they are members of the House, in 
which ease they may be examined in their places.” 

The order of the House: was peremptory that 
“Reuben M. Whitney-be NOW permitted to cx- 
amine witnesses.” He therefore felt constrained 
to decide against the motion of. the gentleman from 
Kentucky. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved that the House ‘then 
proceed to.carry into effect its order of a former 
day, which was agreed to. ‘ 


The SPEAKER then addressed the respondent,. 


and informed him that, by an order of the House, 
he was then permitted to examine witnesses before 


the House, in relation to the alleged contempt 


‘against him, and that he could then proceed to do 
s0. 
witnesses he had named had been summoned. 


The Speaker further informed him that the 


Mr. Key, one ofthe counsel of the accused, 
asked that the witnesses be now sworn. 

- Mr. SUTHERLAND objected to the swearing 
of Mr. Lewis and Mr. Sullivan at that time, be- 
cause- he- understood they would be brought for- 
ward to testify as to the character.of the accused, 
and that question had not yet come up. 

The witnesses who were members +f the House, 
as before stattd, were then sworn, and the swearing 
of the other gentlemen deferred for the present. 

The Hon. Mr. FAIRFIELD of Maine was then 
called, and the following question propounded to 
him by Mr. Key: ` 

Please state all the circumstances attending the 
dispute and disorder that occurred before the select 
comunittee, whereof Mr. Garrann is chairman, on 
Wednesday, the 25th of January, and state par- 


ticularly all that was said and done by, and the | 


whole demeanor and conduct of R. M. Whitney, 
as a wilness attending the committee, and Messrs. 


"Wise and Peyton, as members of that committee, 


and all that occurred on that occasion, 

Mr. CALHOUN of Kentucky took an excep- 
tion to this question, and, after an argument of 
some length by that gentleman, anda reply by Mr. 
Key, of counsel forthe accused, (both of which 
will be given as son as they can be prepared,) and 
the decision of a point of order, raised by Mr. Bett, 
the House, decided that the interrogatory should be 
propounded to the witness—yeas 132, nays 50, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Heman Allen, Ash, Barton, Bean, Beau- 
mont, Black. Bockee, Boon, Borden, Bovee, Boyd, Briggs, 
Brown, Buchanan, Burns, Bynum, Vambreleng, Casey, George 
Chambers, Chaney, Chapin, John F. H. Claiborne, Cleve- 
land, Coles, Connor, Craig, Cramer, Crary, Cushman, Denny, 
Doubleday, Dromgsole, Efner, Farlin, Fowler, French. Fry, 
John Galbraith, Gholsou, Gillet, Glascock,.Graham, Grant- 
Haley, Joseph Hall, Hardin, Hawkins, Haynes, Henderson, 
Holsey, Holy Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Huntington, Hunts: 
man, Ingham, Janes, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, Richard M. 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Benjamm Jones, 
Kennon, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Lawrence, G. 
Lee, Thomas Lee, Leonard, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Abijah 
Mann, Job Mann, Martin, William Mason, Moses Mason, May, 
McKay, McKeon, McKim, McLene, Montgemery, Moore, Mor- 
gan, Morris, Mxhlenberg, Owens, Page, Parker, Parks, Pat- 
terson, Dutee J. Pearce, Phelps, Phillips, Pinckney, Petts, 
Rencher, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Richardson. Rip- 
ley, Rogers, Schenck, Seymour, Shinn, Sickles, Slade, Spang” 
ler, Sprague, Sutherland, Taylor, Thomas, John Thomsen’ 
Toucey. Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward, Ward- 
well, Webster, Weeks, White, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Sherrod 
Williams, and Yell—132. 

NAYS—Messre. Bell, Bond, Bunch, John Cathoon, William 
B. Calhoun, Campbell, Carter, sohn Chambers, Chetwood, 
Childs, N. FF. Claiborne, Clark, Crane, Darlington, Dawson, 
Deberry. Dunlap, Elmore, Forester, Rice Garland, Griffin, 
Harlan, Harper, Uazeltine, Hoar, Howell, Ingersoll, Lawler, 
Imke Lea, Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Lyon, Sampson Mason, 


. Maury; McCarty, McComas, Mercer, Milligan, James A. 


Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, Pickens, Reed, Russell, Shields, 
Sloane, Standefer, Steele, Storer, Underwood, and Lewis Wil- 
liams—50. 

Messrs. PEYTON, GARLAND of Virginia, 
FAIRFIELD, JOHNSON of Louisiana, HAMER, 
PIERCE of New Hampshire, HANNEGAN, and 
MARTIN, were severally, on their own motions, 
excused from voting on any subject affecting this 
inquiry. 

Mr. CHAMBERS of Kentucky then sent to the 
Chair the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the further examination of wit- 
nesses be suspended, until the accused be examined 
on oath, touching his alleged contempt of this 
House, and that the committee appointed to ex- 
amine witnesses proceed to examine him accord- 
ingly. 

The CHAIR decided that this resolution was not 
in order at this time; and read the order of the House 
in support of his decision. ` i 

Mr. CHAMBERS of Kentucky appealed from 
this decision, i å 

The CHAIR suggested that the gentleman might 
obtain his object by moving to suspend the rules of 
the House. 

Mr. CHAMBERS said he had no desire to move 
to suspend the rules of the House, but he wished 
to suspend the present mode of proceeding. By 
the decision of the Chair, he contende? that the 
House had lost the command of its own acticn on. 
this subject; and he was not willing ‘to submit to a: 
decision of that kind. They were to be sure exam- 
ining witnesses by-an order of. the House, but he 
contended they could suspend that course ef pro- 
ceeding by a majority of the House, and the reso- 
lution he had submitted, presented the question as 


to whether the Housc would examine the accused 
on oath or not. He was aware that he was to be 
told that they had adopted for their government a 
rule that they would-cxamine witnesses on the part 


.of.the accused, touching his alleged contempt; but 


he had not understood, and he thought there were 
but few of the intelligent members of the House 
who had understood, that by adopting thisrule, de- 
claring they would hear evidence on the part of 
the accused, they had deprived themselves. of the 
right to examine him. He did not believe there 
was amember on that floor who, if Mr. Whitey 


‘would purge himself of the alleged contempt, 


would say he was in contempt. ‘The matter 
of contempt rested in his own bosom,’ and 
no man could tell whether he had committed 
a contempt or not, so that it was useless to 
examine witnesses on this subject. The object of 
the resolution was not to rescind’any rule of the 
House. He. did not ask to rescind the rule, but 
only to suspend it for the purpose which he had 
stated above. ` 

The SPEAKER stated the grounds of his deci- 
sion, and read.the order of the House which ap- 
plied to the case; when 
p Mr. BOON moved to lay the appeal on the ta- 

è: i 

Mr. CHAMBERS of. Kentucky ealled for the 


‘yeas and nays; which were ordered. . 


Mr. LEWIS wished to know, if by this decision 
of the Cuarr the accused was not to be called upon 
to answer as to the fact, whether it was fear which 
prevented him from appearing before the select 
committee. 

The CHAIR said that would be for the House 
to determine after the order of the House had bee 
complied with. 

Mr. LEWIS. Then, as the accused will. not 
say he is afraid to appear before the committee, is 
the House to call witnesses to prove that fact. 

The CHAIR said this question was not debate- 
able. 

Mr. LEWIS.. Then the effect of the decision 
the Carris that Mr. Whitney is not to be calle 
upon to give evidence, 

The CHAIR said the gentleman was not in ore 
der. Debate could not be entertained when a mo- 
tion was made to lay on the table. . 

The question was then taken and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 104, nays 67, as follows: 

YEAS—Messre Anthony, Barton, Beale, Bean, Beaumont, 
Black, Bockee, Boon, Borden, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, Brown, 
Buchanan, Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Casey, Chapin, John 
E. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, Gramer, 
Crary, Cushman, Deubleday, Dromgoole, Emer, Farin, Fow: 
Jer, french, Galbraith, Gholson, Glascock, Grandand, Haley, 
Joseph Hai), Samuel 3. Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Render- 
son, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Wubley, Huntington, Ing: 
ham, Jarvis. Joseph Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, Cave John 
son, John W. Jenes, Kennon, Kilgore, Lane, Lansing, Gideon 
Lec, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Leonard, Loyall, Lecas, Abijah 
Mann. Job Mann, Moscs Mason, May, McKay, McKim, Me- 
Lene, Motngomery, Moore, Morgan, Muhlenberg, Oweus, Page, 
Parker, Parks, Paterson, D J. Pearce, Phelps, Pinckuey. Jobn 
Reynoils, Joseph Reynolds, Schenck, Seymour, Shinn, Sickles, 
Sprague, Sutherland, faylor, Thomas, John Thomson, Foue 
cey, Purrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward, Webster, Weeks, 
Thomas T. Whitlesey, and Yell—104. 

“NAYS—Messrs. Chilton Allan, Bailey, Bell, Bond, John Cal- 
hoon, William B. Calhoun, Carter, Jobn Chan:bers, Chetwood, 
Childs, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Clark, Corwin, Cr ne, Dare 
ington, Dawson, Deberry, Denny, Dunlap, Eimore, Evans, 
Forester, Graham, Granger, Graves, Grennell, Griffin, Hardin, 
Harper, Hazeliine, Hoar, Howeil, Wunisman, Jugersell, Law 
rence, Luke Lea, Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Lyon, Sampson Mason, 
Maury, McComas, McKennan. Mercer. Milligan, James A. 


Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, Phillips, Pickens, Putts, Reed, 


Rencher, Russeil, William B.. Shepard, Augustine H, Shep- 
perd, Shields, Sloane, Spangler, Stander, Steele; Waddy 
Thompson, Underwood, White, and Lewis Williame—67. 

So the appeal was laid upon the table. 

Mr. LEWIS said he believed, as well as he cow!d 
recollect, that he had voted for this rule, which had 
been adopted by the House, but at thetime he gave 
that vote he very little expected that such a decision 
as this would have been given by the Speaker, and 
that too adopted by the House. He had then risen 
to know of the Speaker whether it was in order to 
move to suspend the examination of witnesses in 
this case. 

The CHAIR said it wouid be in order to do so 
by a vote of two-thirds. He would state to the 
gentleman from Alabama, that he had made the de- 
cision alluded to in strict conformity with the order 
of the House, ce 

Mr. LEWIS had not intended to make any im- 


ing 


amanera 


peachment of the Chair; but he wanted. to know if 
it was not competent for the House to set aside this 
examination: ene ; 

-The CHAIR said not at this time eniess by a vote 
of two-thirds. A witness‘was now on the stand, 
and an interrogatory propounded to him, and the. 
House could not by a bare majority set aside this 
examination. ` ; 

Mr. LEWIS would then take an appeal from 
the decision of the Chair, for the purpose of getting 
at this question. , ` . - 

The CHAIR said he had made.no decision. on 
which an appeal’could be taken. : The only mo- 
tion the gentleman could make would beto suspend 
the rules. > í 

Mr. LEWIS supposed that a vote of two-thirds 
was the only way by which it could. be done, and 
he believed he could get a vote of two-thirds, if 
the House understood the question rightly. He 
desired to be in order, and the House would bear 
him witness that he seldom trespassed on their pa- 
tience with long speeches. 

. Mr. CLAIBORNE of Mississippi inquired if the 
gentleman from Alabama was in order? If the 
rule prohibited debate, he must protest against it. 

The CHAIR decided that debate was not then 
in order. ‘ 

Mr. LEWIS. 
rule? > ; 
” The CHAIR said a proposition identical’ with 
this had just been negatived. 

Mr. LEWIS. Then the House has got itself 
in this singular predicament— 

Mr. CLAIBORNE of Mississippi called the 
gentleman from Alabama to order. 

The CHAIR decided that the gentleman from 
Alabama was not in order. The witness, Mr. 
Fairfield, would proceed and give in his testimony. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD then sent to the Clerk’s table 
the following answer to the first interrogatory: 

At the commencement of the affair alluded to in 
the question, the different members of the commit- 
mitlee were situated as follows, as near I can re- 
collect: Mr. Whitney sat át a small table in a cor- 
ner of the room, near the fireplace; Mr. Peyton, 
Mr. Garland, Mr. Hamer, and Mr. Gillet, sat at 
a long table, placed transversely in front of the 
fire, Mr. Hamer at the end nearest Mr. Whitney, 
Mr. Gillet at the opposite end, and Mr. Garland 
and Mr. Peyton in front, the latter nearest to Mr. 
Whitney, and with his back turned, or partially so, 
towards him—one proposing interrogatories, and 
the other answering, in writing, ihe questions and 
answers being handed to the chairman, and by 
him read to the committee. Mr. Wise, Mr. 
Martin, and myself were sitting upon a sofa at the 
side of the fireplace opposite Mr. Whitney. Mr. 
Pierce.and Mr. Johnson were not present. 

When the chairman read the answer of Mr. 
Whitney to the interrogatory of Mr. Peyton, both 
of which have been published, the latter turned 
towards Mr. Garland, without arising from his 


ïs it in order to rescind this 


seat, and said, “Myr. Chairman, I wish you to in- 


form this witness that he is not to insult me in his 
answers; if he does, God damn him, I will take his 
life upon the spot.” He then rose and turned 
towards Mr. Whitney, ‘and said, “I want you to 
understand, sir, that I claim no protection from the 
Constitution; and-if you insult me, you damned 
dog, I will take your life.” Mr. Wise rose and 
advanced to the side of Mr. Peyton, and addressing 
himself to Mr. Whitney, said, “Yes, this damned 
insolence is insufferable.” Mr. Garland and other 
members of the committee were, during this time, 
endeavoring to: preserve order, and to prevent an 
affray. Mr. Peyton turned from Mr. Whitey, 
and standing with his back to the fire, said, by way 
of soliloquy, or without addressing himself to any 
One in particular, “ hitherto, I have treated him 
with marked respect—damn him—TI have treated 
him just as if he had been a gentleman; to be thus 
insulted by a damn’d thief and robber! damn him, 
he shan’t do it.” While uttering the last words of 
this sentence, he-became, apparently, more excited, 
and turned towards Mr. Whitney, who rose and 
said he. claimed. the protection of the commit- 
tee while he was before it, when Mr. Peyton 
said, “God damn. you, you shan speak—you 
shan’t say a word while you are in this room; if you 


oe 
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À do Iwil put you to death,” and made towards 
` him, at the same time putting his hand in his bo- 


som. . Mr. Wise, who had préviousiy gone round 
the long table, and placed himself near Mr. Whit- 
ney, here interposed; and he, with Mr. Garland, © 
who was standing between Mr. Peyton and Mr. 
Whitney, and Mr. Martin, who was by his side, 
endeavored to calm him, and to prevent his going 
towards. Mr. Whitney. Mr. Wise said, “Don’t, 
Peyton; damn him, he is not worth your notice,” or 
words to that effect. Judge Martin. here moved 
that the examination of the witness be suspended. 
Mr. Hamer opposed it; and addressing himself to 
the chairman, went.on to make some remarks, but 
I do not distinctly recollect them. 

Mr. Peyton then resumed his seat, but soon turn- 
ed iowards Mr. Whitney, and said, “Damn him, 
his eyes are onme. God damn hin, he is looking 
at me—he shan’t do it—damn him; he shan’t look 
at me!” Mr. Hamer made some further remarks, 
When Mr. Garland suggested that the witness 
should retire to another room, which he did. Mr. 
Peyton then apologized to the committee, and Mr. 
Hamer offered the resolution, which has been pub- 
lished; on the passage of which, Mr. Whitney. was 
recalled, and the resolution was communicated to 
the chairman. Mr. Whitney said, thatif he had 
done any thing which the committee considered 
disrespectful, he regretted it, and apologized for it. 
Another interrogatory was proposed:to him, which 
he answered; and then the committee rose. 

Second question by Counsel.—-What was Mr. Whit- 
ney’s general demeanor as a witness before the 
committee; was any indecorum or disrepect on his 
part towards the committee, or any member of it, 
observed or complained of, or in any. manner cen- 
sued by the committee? 

Answer.—With the exception of the answer in 
writing of Mr. Whitney, which was the subject of 
a resolution introduced ky Mr. Hamer, and adopt- 
ed by the committee, I saw nothing of any indeco- 
rum or disrespect, on his part, to the committee, or 
any member of it; nor did I, at any time, except 
as above, and prior to the affair alluded to, hear 
any complaint on the part of any member of the 
committee. 

Third question by Cownsel.—Please state whether 
the conduct of Mr. Whitney, throughout the whole 
of the unhappy scene in question, was or was not 
cool, collected, and forbearing; whether he did, or 
did not, manifest by word, deed, or gesture, or by 
what word, deed, or gesture, any disposition to as- 
sault Mr. Peyton. Please describe such circum- 
stances of his posture and manner, as may go to 
show whether he meditated assault, or stood on the 
defensive merely. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio, objected to this interroga- 
tory, and went on to state the grounds of his objec- 
tions at length. 

Mr. Warrer Joxes, one of the counsel for Mr. 


‘Whitney, replied at some length to the objections 


raised by Mr. Mason. 

Mr. MASON called for the yeas and nays on the 
question, which were not ordered; and the House 
decided that the question should be put without a 
division. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD then returned the following: 

Answer to the third interrogatory—So far as I 
saw or heard, upon the occassion alluded to, the 
conduct of Mr. Whitney was cool, collected, and 
forbearing. I heard him say nothing but what I 
have stated in my answer to the first interrogatory. 
In regard to the extent of what I saw, it is proper 
to add, that during nearly the whole time, several 
gentlemen were standing or moving between my- 
self and Mr. Whitney. My attention also was 
principally confined to Mr. Peyton. I cannot say 
that Mr. Whilttney did not assume any attitude of 
assault towards Mr. Peyton; but I can say, that if 
he did I did not see it. 

First question by Mr. CALHOON, of Kentucky.— 
Did, or did not Mr. Wise, endeavor to prevent any 
collision between. Mr. Peyton, and R. M. Whitney, 
by slipping in between them, and laying his hands 
upon Mr. Peyton, and pushing him back from his 
position? 

Answer.—Myr, Wise did interfere, as I have stat- 
ed in my first.answer; he laid his hand upon Mr. 
Peyton’s breast, and endeavored te prevent any col- 


lision between ‘him and Mr. “Whitney. 


_ment made in this House. 


~Tyde, nots 
however; ‘recollect that he pushed him back; < - : 

Second question;by Mr. CALHIOON of Beatuchy.—~ 
Did, or did not, Mr. Wise privately request the 
members of the Committee not to rise until after.a 
sufficient time was allowed after the examination of 
R. M. Whitney was closed to- enable him.(Whit- 
ney) to withdraw from the committee room, so as 


‘to prevent the witness and Mr. Peyton being thrown... 


together, without the presence of the committee to 
restrain them? and. did not Mr. Wise, at the time, 
declare that his object was to prevent collision. be- 
tween the parties? © ~ . 
Answer.—I answer aflirmatively to 
question. ; ; a 
Third question by Mr. CALHOON of Kentucky.— 
Did Mr. Wise do more than denounce the insolence 
of R. M. Whitney to the committee? And, in attempt- 
ing to pacify Mr. Peyton, did he do more than say 
to him that R. M. Whitney was not worth his no- 
tice? ` 
Answer,—Mr. Wise did not more than what Ihave 
described in my first answer. His object in going 
round the long table, and taking his stand near Mr: 
Whitney, I only know from his (Mr. Wise’s) state- 
1 did not, at the time, 
regard it as assuming an attitude of attack upon 
Mr. Whitney. Se os ; 
Fourth question of Mr. CALHOON of Kentucky,— 
Did or did not Mr. Wise and Mr. Peyton treat R. 
M. Whitney with perfect respect in his examina- 
tion before the committee, both before and after the 
difficulty between him and Mr. Peyton had occur- 
red; and did not his examination occupy much time; 


the whole 


“and were not most of the questions propounded by 


Mr. Peyton after the difficulty oceurred? ; 

Answer.—I answer affirmatively to the. whole 
question, except as to the order of time in whieh 
the questions were propounded to Mr. Whitney. 
In regard to that I do not recollect distinctly. 

Fifth question by My. CALHOON, of Kentucky.— 
Had you, or had you not seen Mr. Whitney’s card 
in the Globe of the 5th of January last, which is as 


follows: : 
A CARD. 

Dnring the last session of Congress, it became. 
necessary for me to expose H. A. Wise of having 
stated, in the Hall of the House, a BA FALSE- 
HOOD in relation to, myself. 

In the Globe of this morning it is reported, that 
Balie Peyton, the Siamese companion of Wise for 
twelve months past, in uttering falsehood and slan- 
der, said that, “in consequence of the character of 
the agent alluded to, Mr. Taney, the former Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, would not recommend him 
as an agent of the deposite banks.” No one can 
mistake that it istiyself alluded to by Mr. P. 

I challenge Mr. Peyton to adduce a single parti- 
cle of proof to sustain the above assertion; and for 
having made it without proof, I pronounce him. A 
CALUMNIATOR, AND GUILTY OF UTTER- 
ING A BASE FALSEHOOD; this,too, like Wise, 
while shielded by his constitutional privilege. 

If any one who does not know me wishes to as- 
certain my character, I refer them to citizens of 
those places in which I have passed many years ‘of 
my life. ‘R. M. WHITNEY. 


Wednesday, 4th January, 1837. 

And do you not know or believe that Mr. Peyton 
had seen said card, or was informed of its contents? 
and did not the answer to the question which pre- 
ceded the difficulty, involve the truth of the charges 
which the card of Mr. Whitney pronounced to be 
false, and for the uttering of which he pronounced 
Mr. Peyton a calumniator? ' 

Answer.—I had seen the card of Mr. Whitney, al- 
luded to, and believe, froma remark I heard Mr. Pey- 
ton make in the committee room, that he also hed 
seen it. The question referred to, as proposed by Mr. 
Peyton, 1 did regard as involving the trath of 
the charges which called out the card of Mr. Whit- 
ney. 

First question of Mr. INGERSOLL.—~What lan- 
guage did R. M. Whitney use immediately before 
the interposition of Mr. Peyton? > 

Answer.—I do not know that Mr. Peyton intep- 
posed at all, as I understand that word. I cannot, 
therefore, ‘answer the question asto the language 
used by Mr. Whitney: 


Second question by Mr. INGERSOLL.—What 
language did-Mr. R. M. Whitney use immediately 
before the witness says, “Mr: Peyton rose and ad- 
dressed the chairman ?” ies 
< Answer-—If the question refers to what was 
aid, my answer is, that Mr. Whitney said-nothing 
that I recollect: If it refers to the written answer 
of Mr. Whitney, I cannot answér it without refer- 
fing to the jourrial of the committee. It has, how- 
ever, been correctly published. 

« “Quesiton by Mr. BELL.— When 


Mr. Peyton was 


called to order by the chairman of the committee’ 


for the first remarks made by him in reference to 
Mr. Whitney, did he not take his seat, and con- 
tinue silting until Mr. Whitney rose and com- 
menced speaking? — ) 

Answer.—I recollect that Mr. Peyton took his 
seat, but can’t say whether it was ‘when called to 
order by the chairman. I do not recollect of Mr. 
‘Whitney’s rising but once prior to his withdrawing, 
and that, according to my present recollection, was 
‘Before the'time alluded to in the question. 

First question by Committee. Was, or was not, 
the deportment of Mr. Peyton, that of a man who 
did not intend to make an attack, but desired to 
deter another, and make him desist from insulting 
remark and conduct? ’ 

Answer.—Mr. Peyton, as I have before stated, 
treated Mr. Whitney with respect prior to the time 
of the diffiulty. After the answer of Mr.. Whitney 
was read by the chairman, Mr. Peyton was very 
much excited, and at one time certainly, appeared 
to be disposed to punish Mr. Whitney for his al- 
leged insult. ` : 

. Second question. by Commitiee—What was the 
question put to Mr. Whitney and his answer there- 

oto, to which-you refer in your answer to the first 

‘interrogatory, and what was the vote of the com- 
mittee also referred to by. you in your answer to 
the same interrogatory, and will you now set them 
forth to be received in connection with, and as part 
of your answer to said interrogatory? 

{Time given to witness to answer the foregoing 
second question of committee.] 

Second question of Mr. BELL.—-When Mr. Peyton 

_ rose the second time, did he advance across a line 
drawn from his chair towards the fireplace, calling 
him off fygn R. M. Whitney? Could you, at the 
instant of time when Mr. Peyton put his hand to 
his bosom, see the right hand of Mr. Whitney? 
If yes, was it not thrust into his pocket, with the 
left foot advanced? 

Arswer.—I donot: recollect when Mr. Peyton 
yose the second time, but think it was not until 
Mr. Whitney retired, or about that time. When 
Mr. Peyton put his hand to his bosom he had just 
turned from a standing posture, us I have described 
in my answer to the first interrogatory. “I doubt 
whether at that time I could see Mr. Whitney’s 
right hand; but if I could, I do not recollect of 
seeing it in the position described in this question. 
My. answer is the same with regard to Mr. Whit- 
ney’s left foot. 

Third question of Mr. BELL.—Did you occupy a 
position which enabled you to see the offensive look 
or scowl of the witness, R. M. Whitney, which 
he-cast upon Mr. Peyton, if any, at the time of 
handing his answer to the chairman? 

,, Answer —At the time the answer of Mr. Whit- 
ney was handed to the chairman, I sat nearly op- 
posite Mr. Whitney, with nothing interposing. My 
attention, however, was fastened almost entirely 
upon Mr. Peyton... . ` 

Fourth question of Mr. BELL.—Did not Mr. Pey- 
ton complain that the witness, R; M. Whitney, had 
insulted him by his look at the time? . - 

Answer.—I do not recollect that he did. 

Fifth question of Mr. BELL.—If it -had been Mr. 
Peyton’s intention to draw a weapon upon Mr. 
Whitney, had he not ample time to do so? 

Answer.—Te had. 

Sixth question of Mr. BELL.—What number of 
interrogatories were propounded by Mr. Peyton to 
the witness, R. M. Whitney? How -many before, 
and how many after, the question and answer which 
gave rise to the altercation alluded to? Did you 

- apprehend danger of insult or personal violence to 
said witness, when, he re-appeared before said com- 
mittee, on the part of either Mr.. Wise or Mr. 
Peyton? State whether they, and each of them, 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| did not treat him with the courtesy due a witness, 
as well after, as beforé that occurrence? 

‘ Answer.—That part of the question relating to the 
number of interrogatories, and the time when they 
were proposed, I will answer after I have had an 
opportunity to refer to the journal of the commit- 
tee. I did not apprehend insult or personal vio- 
lence to Mr. Whitney, on the partof Mr. Peyton 
or Mr. Wise, when the former re-appeared in 
the committee room. Mr. Peyton’s excitement 
had then subsided.’ I have already stated that prior 
and subsequent tò this occurrence, Mr. Wise and 
Mr. Peyton treated Mr. Whitney respectfully in 
the committee room. : 

S-venth question of Mr. BELL.—Was there not a 
rule of the committee that all questions should be 
reduced to writing, and propounded through the 
chairman to witness, if not objected to by a mem- 
ber of the committee; ahd that all answers of wit- 
ness should be returned in writing through the same 
channel? and was it not remarked by Mr. Peyton, 
that the witness must answer in writing, and that 
he should not address the committee in any other 
way? 

Answer.—There is such a rule; but I do hotre- 
collect the remark of Mr. Peyton supposed in the 
question. a 

Eighth question of Mr.:-BELL.—-Had, or had not 
said witness refused to answer several questions put 
to him by Mr. Peyton, before the one above alluded 
to, characterising them as inquisitorial, which ques- 
tions had been decided by the committee as proper 
to be propounded? i 

Answer.—Mr. Whitney had refused to answer 
many questions proposed by Mr. Peyton, character- 
ising them as inquisitorial. Though the commit- 
tee permitted these questions to be put, I understood 
that the committee reserved the question as to the 
obligation of the witness to answer them, in case 
he did not choose voluntarily to do so. 

Mr. THOMAS, with permission of the House, 
would sibmit a proposition which had met the ap- 
probation of all the members of the committee ap- 
pointed to conduct the examination, together with 
the counsel of the accused, and several other gen 
ilemen engaged in propounding questions, which 
would expedite the business, It was, in substance, 
ordering that, in future, the proceedings in the case 
of Reuben M. Whitney be postponed till 12 
o’clock to-morrow, and that the Clerk of the 
Hause be directed to furnish each witness, to be 
thereafter examined, with a copy of the interroga- 
tories already propounded to Mr. Fairrieco. 

Mr. CHAMBERS of Kentucky. would object to 
it, if its effect would be to eut off entirely the reso- 
lution he designed to offer. 

The CHAIR said the adoption of this order 
would have no effect upon the gentleman’s proposi- 
tion. 

This order was then adopted, nem. diss. 

The Serceant-at-arms was then directed to 
conduct Mr. Wnrtney from the bar; and, 

On motion of Mr. CALHOON of Kentucky, 

The House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
THURSDAY, Feb. 16, 1837. 

The CHAIR communicated a report fromthe State Depart- 
ment, accompanied by statements showing the number of pas- 
sengers arriving in the ports of the United States from foreign 
countries, during each quarter of the year 1836; and 


On motion of Mr, DAVIS, it was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 3 


Mr. TIPTON presented a memorial and joint resolutions - 


from the General Assembly of Indiana, on the subject of the 
surplus revenue; which was referred tothe Committee en Fi- 
ance. 

Mr. KENT presented the memorial of the corporations of 
Georgetown and Washington, remonstrating against the pas- 
sage of the bill pending before Congress, entiled an act for the 
reliefof the citizens of Alexandria: referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, 

The Committee on Private Land Claims was discharged 


| from the- further consideration of the petition of Samuel 8. 


Mardis. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of John McLeran, pray- 
ing to be indemnified for expenses incurred in defending himeelf 
against certain unjust. prosecutions on the part of the United 
Staies: referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition of Daniel Tomlin. 
son, praying for the renewal of a patent right: referred to the 
Commitiee on Manufactures. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT. i ‘ 

‘Lhe Committee on Finance was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Ignatius Lucas and others. 

“Mr. KENT, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
to which had been referred the bil to extend the time for com- 


te 


pleting:the Washington city canal, reported the game without 
amendment. : ant ee aha. ee A 
Mr. CLAY, from the select commitiee appointed to consider 
the memorial of certain authors of Great Britain, praying for 
the passage of an act to secure to them the profits of their Swn 
works, and a memorial from certain American aathors.on the 
same subject, made a special report thereon, accompanied by a ~ 
bill; which was read. and ordered to a secondreading; and. 
On motien of Mr. PRESTON, one thousand extra copies of 
the report were ordered to be printed. S 
Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of the. legal representatives of Ma. 
jor Jobn Brooks; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. ` A 
Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, report- 
eda hill to authorize and sancion the sales of: the Indian Re: 


- gerves, under the treaty of 1832. withthe Creek Indians; which 


was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr: NICHOLAS, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to 
which was referred the petition of Usher Parsons, late a sur- 
geon inthe United States navy, reported a bill for his relief, 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. : 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Pensions, made an ad- 
verse report on the petition of Gusleim Wakeman. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
madean adverse report on the petition of the heirs of Lieut, 
Col. Thomas Blackwell. 

Mr. PRESTON submitted the following resolution, Which 


lies on the table one day for consideration: 5 ` 
Resolved, That the President be requested to communicate 

tothe Senate.the proceedings of the Court of Inquiry re¢ently 

held at the city of Frederick, by virtue of orders No. 65.and No. 

68, so far as the same relates to the causes of delay in opening 

and prosecuting the campaigns in Georgia and Alabama ìn the 
ear i z bantu ET AAE 

7 The following bills were severally read the third time and 


“passed: 


The bill making appropriations for the construction of the 
Cumberland road, in the States of Ohio, Indiana and Llinois. 

The bill ta make payment. to. the militia and voluuteers of 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama and Mississippi, who were 
called into service and discharged before marching; and Be 

The bill-to increase the present military establishment of the 
United States. on . 

Adebate took place on this last, mentioned bill, în which it 
was opposed by: Messrs. CALHOUN and CRITTENDEN, and 
aupported by Messrs. BENTON and “LINN; and the ques. 
tion on the passage,of the bill was decided by the following 
vote: J $ 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Clayton, Cuth- 
ber, Ewing of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King of Ala- 
bama, Linn, Lyon, Niles, Nicholas, Norvell, Parker, Rives, 
Robinson, Sevier, Strange, Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, Wall, 
White, and Wright-26. A a 

NAVS—Megsrs. Calhoun, Clay, Crittenden, Ewing of Ohio, 
Kent, King of Georgia, Knight, Moore, Prentiss, Robbins, 
Southard, Swift, Tomlinson—13. : 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, 7 : 

The Senate went into the consideration of Executive business; 
after which, 

It adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
R THURSDAY, February 16, 1837. ~ 

The following resolution, reported on Tuesday by Mr. 
REYNOLDS of Ilinois, from ‘the Committee on Roads and 
Canals, was taken up and concurred in. i, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to cause 
surveys and examinations to: be made of the Alleghany river, 
from Pittsburg to Olean; of the Tilinois river, from its mouth to 
the termination of the canal; and'of the Kaskaskia river, from 
its mouth to Vandalia, the seat of Government of the State of 
Hlinois, andxeport the same to Congress. i 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee of Claims, repart- 
ed a bill for the relief of William Clark: read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. STORER, from the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions, reported a bill for the relief of Anne Bloomfield: read 
twice and committed. 

Mr. STORER, from the same committee. also. reported a 
bi for the relief of Huldah Pennyman: read twice, and com» 
mitted. à 

Mr. GILLET, from the Committee on Commerce, reported, 


' with an amendment, Senate bill “to allow drawbacks on duties 


on imported hemp when manufactured into cordage and ex- 
ported;” which was committed to a Committee of the Whole 
on the'state of the Union. i 

Mr. MERCER, from the Committee òn Roads and Canals, 
reported a bill to enable the Falmouth and Alexandria Rail. 
road company to extend their failroad from the line ef. the 
District of Columbia to the termination of the. Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad company, in the city of Washingten, and for 
other purposes: read twice and committed. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the select committee to which the 
memorial on the subject had been referred, reported a bill for 
the relief, of Peter Yarñall and others: read twice and com- 
mitted. . 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims, made an- un- 
favorable report on the memorial of Charles B. Bristol, for 
payment of judgment rendered against the collector of the port 
of Oswego; which report was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from same committee, made an unfavorable 
report on the petition of Joel Bunt, asking the passage of a law 
to satisfy judgment by one Bristol, in consequence of his acts in 
enforcing the embargo law of the United States. ss 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, made an unfavorable report on the petition of E. Smith, 
of Kéntucky; which was ordered to lieon ‘the table. g 

On motion of Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, ‘the Committee of 
Claims was discharged from the further. consideration of the 
petition of Jonathan L. Bean and. N. 8. Hughes; and the peti- 
tions were ordered to lie on the table. : 
“Mr. SCHENCK, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
made unfavorable reports on the petitions of John Ellis, Jere- 
injah Taylor. Tillson Barrows, David W, Hawley, and Philo 
Stoddard; -which reports were severally ordered to lie on the 
table. 4 vaos A 

Mr. W. S. MORGAN, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions, made an unfavorable report on the petition of Benja- 
min Bybe; and-also, on his. motion, the committee were dia- 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of John 


Bamimon of Ohi i) 
ordered to lie onthe table. : : 

“Mr. BEALE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, made 
an unfavorable report on the: petition of Augusta ‘Gauban; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. and ay 

On motion ot Mr. YELL; ` 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Jloads’be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
Joga post route from the town of Fayetteville, Arkansas, b the 
way ‘of Crawford Court House, to the town of Ozark, to Seot 
Court House; and also a post- route from Fort Smith tò Scott 
Court House; and also a post route from Clinton, Van Buren 
county, to Marion Court House, and from Wynnyad Post Of- 
fice, to Benton Court Houge; and that the Committee on the Post 
Office ‘and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the cause of 


the frequent failures of the mail between Memphis and Litle 


Rock, and the expediency of remedying the evil by a more cer- 
tain and expeditious conveyance. of themail in steamboats or 
otherwise. 

.Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the, Committee of Claims, to 
which the subject had been referred, reported the following 
yegolutions, which were concurredin: ` 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be discharged 
from so much of the claims as relates to pack-saddles and wan- 
ties that have heen received by the United States, and that the 
same be referred to -the Quartermaster General’s Department. 

Resolved, That the committee be discharged from the resi- 
due of the claim, and the papers lie on the table. 

Mr. SHTELDS asked the consent of the House to offer a reso- 
Jution changing the daily liour of meeting. from dnd after this 
day to 10 o'clock, A. M. but it was objected to. : 

“Mr. S. CARTER, on leave, presented some papers, in rela- 
tion to a private claim. 

“Mr. LAWLER, on leave, presented a petition for a post 
route, oS 

Mr: BUNCH and Mr, MCCARTY, also, on leave, presented 
several memdrials, 

Mr. REED. on leave, presented the petition of a large num- 
der of the citizens of New Bedford, who represent that letters 
ar» frequently sent from St. Helena—the Cape of Good Hope— 
the coast of Timor, é&c. to Great Britain, forthe purpose of being 
forwarded to the United States. When the letters arrive at 
Great Britain, they are deposited in the Post’ Office, and there 
remain, as there is noone there to take them out. I have be 
fore me an advertisement in an English paper of twenty letters 
belonging to the U. States. So letters forwarded to the United 
States for the purpose of being sent to Great Britain, remain in 
our Post Offices. The petitioners desire that reciprocal arrange- 
ments may be entered into between the United States and Great 
Britain, by which each shall forward to the other all letters 
placed in their respective offices as above stated. Tt is under- 
stood such an arrangement has been made by Great Britain 
and France: referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. REED, by leave; presented the memorial of siaty mas- 
ters of He praying for the erection of two light-houses, one 
at Cary’s Fort reef, on the southeastern extremity of the coast 
of Florida, andone at Sambrero Keys. They recommend that 
the light-houses be built on the plan of the Tuscan Lights in 
St; Gouge's channel. te 

Mr.-REED said this petition was from men of experience 
and great practical knowledge. The light-houses prayed for 
he had no doubt were of vast importance as regards lives and 
property, andhe hoped they would receive the particular at- 


tention of this Honse; referred to the Commitee on Com- 


merce. i 

Mr. BOON, on leave, moved that the bill from the Senate to 
prohibit the sale of the public lands except to actual settlers in 
limited quantities, and for other purposes, and [at the suggestion 
Of Mr‘ Patton] also the bill to designate and limit the funds re- 
céivable for the revenue of the United States, be printed for 
the use of the House; which was agreed to. 

~“Mr: ANTHONY asked leave to submita motion to print an 
fede of copies of the Geological Report, but it was ob- 
jected to, 

~ ‘Atthe suggestion df Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, and by ge- 
neral consent, the House took up such bills from tho Senate on 
their first and second reading as would not be objected to. 

“The following were accordingly taken up, read twice, and re- 
fered to their appropriate committees; - 

“A Dill to designate and limit the funds receivable for the re- 
ventré of the United States; 

A‘bill for the reliefof the heirs of Frederick Seaton; 

A bill authorizing the employment of persons to test the use- 
fulness of inventions of boilers for steamboats to prevent ex- 
plosione; 

A bili for the relief of Erastus Fairbanks and Thadeus 
Fairbanks; $ : 

,’A bill in addition to the act to promote the progress in sci- 
enco and the useful arts, passed 4th July, 1836; 

: A bill te alter and amend the act for the punishment of cer- 
tain crimes against the United States, approved 7th of April, 


17%. 
i R. M. WHITNEY’S CASE. 

Mr. Whitney being placed at the bar of the 
House, the examination of the honorable Mr. FAIR- 
FIELD was continued, i 

Sixth question of Mr. BELL.—What number of 
interrogatories were propounded by Mr. Peyton to 
the witness, R. M. Whitney? How many before, 
and how many after the question.and answer which 
gave rise to the altercation alluded to? Did you 
apprehend danger of insult or personal violence to 
shid witness, when he re-appeared before said com- 
mittee, on the part of either Mr. Wise or Mr. Pey- 
ton? State whether they, and each of them, did not 
treat him with the courtesy due a witness, as well 
alter, as before that occurrence? 
>» Answer.—Prior to the difficulty alluded to in the 
question, Mr. Whitney had appcared before the 
committee, Jan. 12th, 13th and 14th, when fourteen 
interrogatories were propotinded to him, principally 
by Mr. Peyton. On the 25th ten interrogatories 
were propounded, the eighth being the one which 


o; which unfavorable report and petitioù were. 


; answer. 


-before the committee again on the 26th of January, | 


when thirty-eight interrogatories were propounded, 


‘all by Mr. Peyton, but one. 


Mr. GHOLSON’S second question in behalf of the 
Committee.—W hat was the question put to Mr. Whit- 
ney, and’ his answer thereto, to which you refer in 
your answer to -the first interrogatory; and what 
was the vote of the committee, also referred to by 
you in your answer to the same interrogatory; and 
will. you now set this forth to be received in con- 
nection with, and a part of your answer to-said in- 
terrogatory? $ 

Answer.—The question and answer alluded to 
were as follows, viz: “ Did you receive any letter 
of recommendation from R. B. Taney, or did he in 
any manner countenance or encourage you in ap- 
plying for the agency contemplated; or did he 
positively refuse to recommend, receive, or counte- 
nance you in that capacity, while he was at the 
head of the Treasury Department?” 

u Answer.—I decline answering this interrogato- 
ry, more particularly as the individual propou nding. 
it has asserted positively and publicly, that the sub- 
stance of the latter part of it is true, beginning 
with, ‘or did he, &c,’ therefore, being the party 
accused, I am not a proper witness. I think, in 
justice, that the individual who has made the alle- 
gation, should be called to produce his proof,” 

The vote of thè committee was, “ that the fore- 
going answer to the 15th question, he returned to 
the witness, being no reply to the interrogatory, and 
disrespectful to a member of the committee.” 

Ninth question of Mr. BELL.—Did not the reso- 
lution of the committee, returning the answer of 
the witness (Whitney) as disrespectful to a mem- 
ber of the committee, pass without a dissenting 
voice? 

Answer.—lt did. 

` Tenth question of Mr. BELL.—Look upon the 
journal of the committee, at page 84, and say on 
what day the 15th interrogatory was propounded? 
Did not said witness (Whitney) return and continue 
his examination as has been slated iw your answer 
just given? Look upon the journal, at page 103, 
and state whether said witness did not voluntarily 
return and file written communications, as set forth 
in pages from 99 to 102 inclusive, as follows, 
namely: [Here follows a correspondence between 
R. M. Whitney, J. C. Wilkins, J. D. Beers, and 
John Tillson, Jr.] State whether Mr. Peyton did 
not propound to said witness, two other interroga- 
tories at page 103, and receive answers as therein 
set forth, in addition to the questions and answers 
alluded to in your last answers. 

Answer.—The fifteenth interrogatory was pro- 
pounded Jan. 25th. Mr. Whitney returned, and 
the examination was continued as I have before 
stated. Mr. Whitney also voluntarily returned and 
filed the communications as set forth in pages from 
99 to 102 inclusive, as supposed in the question. 
Two other questions were propounded at this time 
by Mr. Peyton, as set forth in page 103 of the jour- 
nal of the committee. They were accidentally 
omitted hy me in my former answer, not having 
received the printed journal beyond the 96th page. 

Eleventh question of Mr. BELL.—Did Mr. Pey- 
ton take any exception to that part of his answer 
which alleges that an insinuation was made in his 
interrogatories, Nos. 48 to 42, propounded by him? 

.. Answer.—Not to my recollection, 

Twelfth question of Mr. BELL.—Please examine 
the interrogatories propounded by Mr. Peyton to 
the witness, (Whitney,) and the answers thereto, 
commencing with No. 1, and including the follow- 
ing numbers, designated by a cross on the copy of 
the journal of the committee herewith furnished, 
and say if the course of the witness was not consi- 
dered disrespectful to the committee, and especially 
to Mr. Peyton. 

Answer.—I did pot consider the answers of Mr. 
Whitney alluded to, as disrespectful either to the 
committee or Mr. Peyton, inasrauch as my opinion 
has been, from the. beginning, that he was under 
no legal obligation to answer the interrogatories. or 
most of them, and as I considered the term ‘ in- 
quisitorial” to be used in a technical sense, and not 
with a disposition to be uncourteous to the commit- 
tee or any member of it. 


“He appeared | 1 h ques : BELL- n 
| Chief Justice Taney, in his evidence before: the, 


‘Thirteenth question of M : BELL. 


t- 


committee, disprove the allegation of the witness. 
in his letter to Mr. Duane, late Secretaty, of. the, 
Treasury; so far as relates to his having, at any 
time, recommended him. (Whitney) as afit person. 


‘to be an agent of the ‘deposite. banks or of the, 


Treasury? . : ; 
Answer.—Chief Justice Taney’s evidence: is not, 
before me, and if it were, it. might. perhaps. té. 
questioned whether it-was competent for me to. say. 
what degree of evidence amounts to proof. For a 
further answer of the question, I refer to. the letter 
of Mr. Whitney, and the answers of Mr. Taney, al- 
luded to in the question, both of which are’ in the 
possession of the committee. E ie 
Fourteenth question of Mr. BELL.—How. far 
was Mr. Peyton sitting from the witness (Whitney) 
at the time of the commencement of the occurrence’ 


- to which you have alluded?. State also whether, 


Mr. Peyton was not setting nearer to the witness 
than any other member of the committeé. State 
also whether Mr. Peyton was not standing still at. 
the time he had his hand in his bosom, and wneh 
Mr. Wise apprehended him. ; ` 
Answer.—At the commencement of the ocèur- 
rence alluded. to, Mr. Peyton was sitting within a, 
few feet of Mr. Whitney, say three to six feet, and, 
was nearer Mr. Whitney than any other member, 
of the committee. I think Mr. Peyton was. not. 
standing still at the time named in the question, 
but was endeavoring to advance, and was resisted 
in so doing principally by Mr. Wise. at 
Fifteenth question of Mr. BELL.—Have you, or 
any other person to your knowledge, had any con- 
versation withthe said R. M. Whitney since the oc-' 
currence in the committee? If so, did he inform 
you then that he was alarmed, and that his fears 
had induced him to take the course which he has 
done in this matter? State all he said in relation 
to his fears, or the motives which induced his course 
upon this occasion. i ra 
Answer.—l do not know what conversation. 
others have had with Mr. Whitney upon this sub- 
ject.. Ihave had none. -I had no acquaintance 
with Mr. Whitney přior to being appointed: on the: 
select committee, and. have since carefully ab- 
stained from conversation with hime Upon one 
occasion, however, since: the occurrence of: the. 
25th of January, I was in the company of Mr. 
Whitney a few minutes, who made some remarks. 
upon the subject, not addressed to me particularly. 
So far as I can recollect them, they were in sub- 
stance, that he was not afraid of Mr. Peytonat the 
time alluded to; that he (Whitney) was not armed’ 
at the time, but intended, if Mr. Peyton had drawn 
a weapon, to have sprung forward, caught his arm, 
and flung him mto the fireplace. This was before. 
he had sent a petition to the House, and before his, 
arrest for an alleged contempt. Sue 
First question of Mr. RENCHER.—In the'sub- 
sequent examinations before the committee to which 
R. M. Whitney was placed to submit, after the oc- 
currence between him and Mr. Peyton, did he ex- 
hibit feers of personal violence from Mr. Wise, or: 
from any other member of the committee? 
Answer.-—l have seen no indications of fear on 
the part of Mr. Whitney. 
Second question of Mr. RENCHER.—~Was the 
conduct of Mr. Wise, or any other member of the 
committee calculated to create such fears? 
Answer—Excepting the time of the ocenrrencs 
of the 25th of January, I answer negatively. 
Fourth question by Counsel.—Did Mr. Wise at any 
time, and when and where, state what was his pur- 
pose in going round the table, and placing himself 
near the accused, as stated in your answer to the 
first interrogatory? And was the statement of Mr. 
Wise, as to his purpose in that movement before or 
after the occused’s testimony before the committee 
had been closed? , i 
Answer.—I was not present when Mr. Wise made 
the statement alluded to, in this House, on I think 
Saturday the 4th of Februrary. My information 
was derived from conversation with members who 


_ were present, and from the report of his remarks in 


the Globe and Intelligencer of this city. I think 
the testimony.of Mr. Whitney had closed -prior to 


that time. : 
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Fifth question. by Counsel.—In’ your foregoing 
answers, touching “the interrogations propounded 
to Mr. Whitney beforethe committee, do you refer 
to-any questions put to Mr. Whitney. by Mr. Pey- 
ton, or by others of the committee, or to any of his 
answers or refusals to answer, but what are record- 
ed in‘the journal of the committee, and found in the 
printed copy of that journal referred to in the fore- 
going interrogattons; and is that a copy printed by 
order of the eommittee. If so, annex the whole of 
it to your answer? 


Answer. I have referred to the questions and | 


answers, and refusals to answer, which have been 
published by the committee, and to them alone. I 
annex the journal so far as it has been printed by 
order of the committee: : 

` [Here follow from pagesi to 112, inclusive, of 
printed journal of the select committee.] 

Sixth question of the Counsel.—Are not the evi- 
dence of Chief Justice Taney, and also that of Mr. 
Duane, recorded in the journal of the committec? 

` Answer.—-I presume it is; but I have run my eye 

rapidly over the printed journal, and do not. find 

the evidence there. 

` Seventh question by Counsel—Was Mr. Whit- 

ney present at, or ever apprised of the examination 

of Chief Justice Taney or Mr. Duane, or of the 

nature of their evidence, or to adduce any corrobora- 

, tion of his own, in case any discrepancy should ap- 
pear? 

Answer.—He was not present, nor was he ap- 

rised of the examination of Mr. Taney and Mr. 
uane to my knowledge. ; 


_ MR. HAMER’S TESTIMONY, 

First question by the Counsel for the accused.—Please state 
all the eircumstances attending ‘the dispute and diserder that 
occurred before the select committee, whereof Mr. GARLAND 
ischairman, on Wednesday, the 25th of January, and state 
particularly all that was said and done by, and the whole de- 
meanor and conduct of, R. M. Whitey, as a witness attending 
the committee, and Messrs. Wise and Peyton, as members of 
that committee and all that occurred on that occasion. 

Mr. HAMERS Answer to the first interrogatory of the 
counsel-—The following statement is copied in part from one 
made out some days ago, and shown to me by the Hon. Mr. 
Fairfield, a member of the committee, who was present at the 
aflair described. Itis so far altered as to make it accord with 
my own recollection of the facts, and itis substantially true as 
they occurred. I cannot be precise as to the very words used 
by the parties, noras to the exact order of time in which all 
the events transpired; nor can I pretend to relate every thing 
that was said and done during the excitement. 

The position of the several persons in the room was as de- 
ecribed by Mr. Fairfield. The chairman and Mr. Peyton be- 
tween the Jong table and the fire; Messrs. Martin, Gillet, Fair- 
field, and Wise, at the end of the table, either upon or beside 
the sofa, which stands at the left side of the fireptace ; and 
myself at the other end of the table, cloze to Mr. Peyton. The 
anena sat beside. a small tablein thecorner, on the right of the 

replace. 

When Mr. Peyton heard the answer to his interrogatory read, 
he turned’ towards the chairman and said: “ Mr. Chairman, Í 
wish you to inform this witness that he isnot toinsult me in hig 
answers; if he does, God damn him, I will take his tife upon 
the spot.’? About this time Mr. Wise rose from the sofa and 
said: “Yes; the damned insolence of this witness is insuffera- 
ble.” . Mr. Peyton said to Mr. Wise, “Never mind, this is my 
business ;? and rising, and turning towards Mr. Whitney, said; 
tI want you to understand, sir, that I claim no protection from 
the Constitution, and if you insult me to my face, you damned 
dog, E will take your life.” During this time, the chairman and 
others were vainly endeavoring to restore order, 

“Mi. Peyton turned from the witness, and presently said, 
“Hitherto I have treated him with marked respect; dann 
him, F have treated him as if he had been a gentleman; to be 
insulted in this way by a damned thief and robher! Damn 
bim, he shan’t do it?) About this time Mr. Whitney (who, I 
think, had not said a word before) said: “Mr. Chairman, I am 
here dsa witness, and I claim the protection of the committee,” 
Me. Peyton said, “God damn you, you shan’t speak—you 
siant saya word. while you are in this room; if you do, I 
will pit you to death! You shall make your statements in 
writing.” “Previous to this, Mr. Wise had gone around the 
table, and was standing near the witness; and, immediately 
after-this declaration. of Sur, Peyton, Myr. Wise passed between 
the Witness and Mr, Peyton, and seized the latter, saying, “Don’t 
Peyton; damn him, hes not worth your notice.” Mr. Pey- 
ton endeavored to disengage himself, and replied: “Yes he is, 
when he insults me tomy face; if he were a dog, I would notice 
him” I did not see Mr. Peyton put his hand in his besom nor 
did I sce arms of any kind during the affair. i 

About this time Mr: Martin moved to suspend the examina- 
tion, to which I obiected, and proceeded to address the Chair, 
amidst frequent interruptions. Mr. -Peyton resumed his seat 
hut scon turning towards the witness, said: “Damn him, his 
eyes are on me--God camna him, he is looking at me: He 
shan’t do it; damn him, he shan't look at me!’ The chairman 
directed the witness to retire from the room, and he did 30. 
I concluded my remarks, and then offered the resolution, which 
was adopted by the committee. Mr. Peyton apologized to the 
committee for the course he. had pursved. The witness was 
called in, and the resolution read to him, when ke also apolo- 
gized, as is stated upon the journal of the committee. The 
examination then proceeded, and, after a short time, the com- 

iwe adjourned until the next mening. 

i is ime Fhad seen nothing in the conduct of 
Bos Mr. Wise, towards the witness, which was 
ous cr disrespectful, p<- was therc any thing af- 
torwards, during the course of his examination. : 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


On the part of Mr. Whitney I saw nothing disrespectful to- 
wards either of those gentlemen, either betore or subsequent to 
this transaction. I did not see the frownsor scowling looks at- 
tributed to the witness; though I distinclly recollect that Mr. 
Peyton complained of them at the time. “Nor did I see Mr. 
Whitmey’s hand in his pocket during -the affair, though 


I did not watch him narrowly; for, believing that he assumed a ° 


defensive attitude, and would hotrush upon Mr. Peyton, my 
attention was father directed to.him; intending, if he attempt- 
ed, in the excitement of the moment, to move upon Mr. Whit- 


ney, to step betweeù them, and endeavor to prevent a conflict. . 


Mr. Wise interposed, andsaved me-the necessity of doing so. 

As to Mr. Wise’s intention of shooting or killing the witness, 
I neither caw nor heard any thing of it that evening; but hear 
him avow it afterwards, in a public conversation, as well as in 
the House, and in language similar to that used on the floor. 
With the exception of his first movement, his course seemed to 
me, at the time, to be rather peaceful than otherwise; and dic- 
tated by a desire to prevent a personal rencontre hetween Mr. 
Peyton and the witness. Ido not recollect any other material 
circumstance; but, after what has been said, both in the House 
and in the publications of the day, it is but an act of justice to 
myself to add a few words in regard to the proceedings of the 
committee. : ` 

Before this period we had received and read Mr. Whitney’s 
protest, in which he assigns his reasons, at large, for not an- 
swering certain classes of questions. His examination pro- 
gresse(l with this protest before us; and when he declined an- 
awering certain classes he often did, it was, of course, for reasons 
set forth in that paper; and it was deemed unnecessary and im- 
proper for him to give reasons for declining, in each case, when 
he did not choose to answer an interrogatory. 

Again: it was well known that Mr. Peyton had, more than 
once, denounced the witness in very strong terms, on the floor 
of the House of Representatives; and that the latter had, but 
a few days prior to this affair, published a “card,” in relation 
to Mr. Peyton, which wascouched in very offensive language. 
‘They were not on speaking terms. All the questions, angwers, 
and suggestions which passed between them were transmitted 
through the chairman. Under such circumstances, it was be- 
lieved to be not only an obvious violation of the rules of pro- 
priety, but “disrespectful,” for the witness; after refusing to 
answer an interrogatory, to proceed to give reasons for his re- 
fusal, which reflected personally upon the member, who, by 
the permission of the committee, had propounded the question, 
It was calculated to provoke a quarrel, and it was this offence, 
onthe part of the witness, which the resolution was intended 
torebnke. If witnesses, under the pretext of giving reasons, 
for not answering questions, could be allowed to retort upon 
the member of a committee, or of a court, they might thus 
heap upon them individually and collectively, whatever odium 
happened to suit their interests er inclination. Such a practice 
could not be tolerated before any tribunal; and in this case, it 
was resolved to check it at once. 

Whether, as between parues who were not personally un- 
friendly, the reply would have been considered disrespectful; 
or whether the provocation was sufficient to justify all the 
scenes which followed, were other and very different questions; 
and as to which the committee did not feel called upon to ex- 
press an opinion. Such, at least, were my sentiments, and so 
far as I conversed with the members, I understood them to be 
theirs also, 

Į understand it has been said that we ought to have brought 
this affair immediately before the House. It would have been 
strange if we had. Scenes not unlike it have occurred on seve- 
ral orcasions during the last three years, and the. uniform prac- 
tice of the House has been to resort to every riieans in its power 
necessary to produce a reconciliation, and restore harmony, 
sometimes remaining in session for hoursto accomplish the ob- 
ject. We but followed the example of the honorable body 
whose committee we were, and effected a restoration of order 
and harmony, which enabled us to proceed with our business. 

In submitting a statement, which is to be recorded and pub- 
lished, it is due to the occasion, and to the part I hore in the pro- 
ceedings, to add these explanatory remarks to the narrative of 
facta which Ihave given as testimony. , 

Second question by Counsel.—What was Mr. Whitney’s 
general demeanor as a witness before the committee; was any 
indecorum or disrespect on his part towards the committee, or 
any member of it, observed or complained of, or in any man- 
ner censured by the committee? 

Answer.—His conduct was respectful; with the exception of 
this affair between him and Mr. Peyton. In that case, the com- 
mittee returned his answer as disrespectful. 

Third question by Counsel.—Please state whether the con- 
duct of Mr. Whitney, throughout the whvle of the unhappy 
scene in question? was or was not cool, collected, and forbear. 
ing; whether he did, or did not, manifest by word, deed, or ges- 
ture, or by what word, deed, or gesture, any disposition to as- 
sault Mr. Peyton. Please describe such circumstances of his 
posture and manner, as may go to show whether he meditated 
assault, or stood on the defensive merely. 

Answer.—Mr. Whitney was apparently cool and forbearing. 
Isaw now no disposition manifested, on his part, to become an 

ssaijant. . 
> First question by Mr. CALHOON of Kentucky.—Did, or 
didnot Mr. Wise, endeavor to prevent any collision between 
Mr. Peyton. and R. M. Whitney. by slipping m between them, 
and laying hishandsupon Mr. Peyton, and pushing him back 
from his position, i s 
nswer.—He aid. 

nl question by Mr. CALHOON of Kentucky.—Did, 
or did not, Mr. Wiso privately request the members of the com- 
mittee not to rise until after a sufficient time was allowed af- 
ter the examination of R. M. Whitey was Closed to- enable 
him (Whitney) to withdraw from the committee room, so as to 
pr-ven: the witness and Mr. Peyton being thrown together, 
without the presence of the committee to restrain them? and 
did not Mr. Wise, at the time, declare that his object was to pre- 
vent collision between the parties? | 

Answer.— He expressed such sentiments ta me. 

Third question by My. CALIIOON of Kentucky.—Did Mr. 
Mr. Wisc do more than denounce the insolence of R. M. Whit- 
ney to the committee? And, in attempting to pacify Mr. Pey- 
ton, did he do more than say to him that R. M, Whitney was 
not warth his netice? 

Answer. He made other remarks, but I do not recoilect 
them. : ei 

Fourth question of Mr. CALHOON of Kentucty.—Did 
ax did nov Mr, Wise and Mr. Pey:on treat È. M. Whiisey with 
perfect respect in his examination before the committee, both 


before and alter the difficulty between him and Mt. Peyton had. 
occurred; and did not his examination oceupy much-time; and 
were not most of the questions propounded by Mr. Peyton after- 
the difficulty occurred? ` cae a 

Answer. They treated him with respect both before and 
afier; his examination occupied much time, and I believe mest 
of the questions were asked afterwards. The journal will 
answer the latter inquiry À 

Fifth question by Mr. CALHOON of Kentucky.—Had you, 
or had you not seen Mr. Whitney’s card in the Globe of the 
5th of January last: or : = 

[This card was given in Mr. Fairfield’s testimony. } 
And do you not know or believe. that Mr. Peyton had seen 
said card, or was informed of its contents? and did not the 
answer to the question which preceded the difficulty, involve 
the. truth of the charges which the card-of Mr. Whituey pro» 
nounced to be false, and for the uttering of which he pronounced 
Mr. Peyton a caluimniator? < i 
` Answer.—I had seen the “card,” and so had Mr. Peyton. He 
took the Globe out of my hand to read the “card,” and con- 
versed with me about ii in the committee room. I understand 
the answer of the witness, as. referring to that “card,” or to the 
charge discussed and denied in that publication. 

First question of Mr. INGERSOLL.— What language did 
R. M: Whitney use immediately before the interposition of Mr. 
Peyton? 

Answer.—None that I have heard. ` 

Second question by Mr. INGERSOLL.—What language did 
Mr. R. M. Whitney use immediately before the wiiness says, 
“Mr. Peyton rose and addressed the chairman?” 

Answer.—He did nothing, immediately after Mr. Peyton 
rose, 

Question by Mr. BELL.—When Mr. Peyion was called to 
order by the chairman of the committee for the first remarks 
made by him in reference to Mr. Whitney, did he not take his 
seat, and continue sitting until Mr. Whitney rose and com- 
menced speaking? 

Answeér.—l think not. I believe he had been seated, ‘hough, 
before Mr. Whitney commenced spraking. At the time the 
witness spoke, I believe Mr. Peyton was standing. : 

Second question of Mr. BELL —When Mr. Peyton rose the 
second time, did he advance across a line drawn from his chair 
towards the fireplace, calling him off from R. M. Whitney? 
Could you, at the instant of time when Mr. Peyton put his hand 
to his bosom, see the right hand of Mr. Whitney? Ifyes, was it 
not thrust into his pocket, with the left foot advanced? 

Answer.—3e did not. I did not sce his hand to his bosom, 
nor did I see the right hand or left foot. He 

Third question of Mr. BELL.—Did you occupy a position: 
which enabled you to see the offensive lovk or scowl of the 
witness, R. M. Whitney, which he cast upon Mr. Peyton, ifany, 
at the time ofhanding his answer to the chairman? 

Answer.—lI did not see his face at that moment. 

Fourth question of Mr BELL.~ Did not Mr. Peyton com- 
plain that the witness, R. M. Whitney, had insulted him by his 
look at the time? 

Answer.—He did. 

Fifth question of Mr. BELL.—1f it had been Mr. Peyton’s 
intention to draw a weapon upon Mr. Whitney, had he not am- 
ple time to do so? 

Answer.—He had. . $ 

Sivih question of Mr. BELL.—What number of interrogato., 
ries were propounded by Mr. Peyton. to the witness, R. M. 
Whitney? How many before, and how many after, the question 
and answer which gave rise to the altercation alluded to? Did 
you apprehend danger of insult or personal violence to’ said 
witness, when he reappeared before said committee,.on.the 
part ofcither Mr, Wise or Mi. Peyton? State whether they, and 
each of them, did not treat him with the courtesy due a witness, 
as well after, as before that eccurrence? è 

Answer.——The journal of the committee will show the num- 
ber of questions propounded before and ofter, I apprehended no 
danger to the witness when he re-appeared. He was treated 
courteously, both before and after that occurred, by all the mem- 
bers of the committee. 

Seventh question of Mr, BELL.—Was there not a rule of 
the commitee that all questions should be reduced to writing, 
and propounded through the chairman to. witness, if not object, 
ed to by a member of the committee; and that all answers of 
witness should be returned m writing through the same chans 
nel? and was it not remarked by Mr. Peyton, that the witness 
must answer in writing, and that he should not address the 
committee in any other way? ` 

Answer.—There wassuch a rule; Ihave given Mr. Peyton’s 
words in my answer to the first interrogatory. 

Eighth question of Mr. BELL..—Had, or had net said wimess, 
refused to answer. several questions put to him by Mr. Peyton, 
before the one above alluded to, characterising them as inquisi- 
torial, which questions had been decided by the committee ag 
proper to be propounded? 

Answer.—He had. “ 

First question by Committee.—Was, ox wasnot, the deports, 
ment of Mr. Peyton, thatot a man who did not intend to make 
an attack, but desired to deter another, and make him desist 
from insulting remark and conduct? 

Answer to Mr. GHOLSON’S first interrogator: 
of the Committee.—His deportment was angry and 
cannot say what were his motives or intentions. 

Ninth question of Mr. BELL.—How far was Mr. Peyton 
sitting from the witness, (Whitney) at the time of the com- 
mencement of the occurrence to which you have alluded? 
State also whether Mr. Peyton was not setting nearer.to the 
witness than any other member of the committee. State also 
whether Mr. Peyton was not standing still atthe time he had 
his hand in his bosom, and when Mr. Wise approached him, 

Answer.—TI cannot tell the precise distance they were apart; 
perhaps fiveor six feet, Mr. Peyton was nearer than any 
member except myself. Isat at the end of the table, and was 
quite asnear the witness, J think, as he was. At the time Mr.’ 
Peyton is said to have had his kand in his bosom, I did not see 
him advance towards the witness by taking a step; though he 
was not entirely still. . 

Second question by Committee.—What was the question 
put to Mr. Whiiney and hie answer thereto, to which you refer 
in your answer to the first interrogator, and what was the vote 
ofthe committee aleo referred to by you in your answeé to the 
same interrogaiory, and willyou now set them forth to be re 
ceived in.connection with, and as part of your answer to said 
interrogatory? nee 

Answer.—An extract from the journal ofthe committee will 
show the question, answer and note. 


in behalf 
violent. I 


Fourth question of the Counsel.—In your answer to the first 
question of the accused, you speak of Mr. Peyton’s complain- 
ing of Mr. Whi:ney’s scowl or looks ef the time. Do you refer 
to any other time, or to. any other complaint of Mr. Peyton, but 
what had been stated in the former part of your came answer, 
as uttered by Mr. Peyton just before the chairman directed Mr. 
Whinay to reire, to wits “Mr. Peyton resumed his seai but 
goon turasing towards the witness, said, damn him. his eyes are 
is ie God damn him, he is looking at me; damn him, heshan’t 

20k. 

Anstper.—1 do not refer to the complaint of Mr. Peyton, that 
the witness’s eyes were upon him. &c. Before the committee 
resumed the examivation. fr. Peyton mentioned that at the 
time the withess handed his answer to the chairman. he frown- 
ed or scowled upon him, (Mr. Peyton.) I thiak his reniarks 
upon this poini were made at the time he (Mr. Peyton) was 
apnicgis'ng for Lis conduct. i 

First question of Mr. OWENS.—Was the ‘proprieiy or per- 
tineacy or the answer of Mr. Whimey to the question pro- 
pounded by Mr. Peyton. discussed by the committee, or any 
member of it, before or after Mr. Whitney returned from the 
room, or was there any dissenting opinion on the subject? 

Ansicer.—The propriety of the answer was “iscussed in the 
committee by myself, and opinions expressed in regard to it, 
Ltbink, by others. There was no dissenting opinion that I 
heard, from the vote of the committee declaring the answer to 
be animproper one. i 

Tenth question of Mr. BELL.—Ifave you read, in the 
daily Inteiligencer of the 7th instant, the statement of Messrs. 
Peyton an i Wise, in relation to the occurrence in the commit» 
tee on the 23th January. If yes, please state whether their 
statements are substantially correct; if you have not read the 
statements in the Intelligencer, please read them, and state as 
before requested, 

Answer.—I read these statements some days ago. A com- 
parison of them with the narrative which I have jus: given, 
wiil show bow far I think them correct, Tdo not know any 
thing further 1 could add. unless I should give an opinion as to 
their general agreement with my own statement. 

Eleventh question by Mr. BELL.—Did any member of this 
Hontse complain to you of the conduct of the committee in fail- 
ing to report the proceedings in the committee on the 25th of 
Januaty to the Mouse; and also whether any member of this 
House has avowed to you that his objevt in supporting the pro- 
position to bring Mr. Whitney before the House, was to go into 
the examioation of the conduct of Messrs. Peyton and Wise upon 
the occasion referred to? 

Answer.—Several members of the committee have declared 
to me that the committee ought to have repor.ed the affair to 
the House. Ido not recollect that any one has said that his mo 
tive in voting for the investigation, was to examine the conduct 
of Messrs, Peyton a id Wise. Some gentleman have expressed 
the opinion to me, thut afier all that had been said in relation to 
this matter, it was due to the Houss and to the country, that the 
facts should be made known as they really transpired. 

. First question by Mr. PEYTON Do you understand from 
your knowlege of the sentiments of the members of this House 
that their ¢ ief object in supporting and bringing Mr. Whitney 
before. the House, for an alleged contempt of its authority, was 
to lay the circumstances ofthe occurrence in the committee room 
before the world, and from all you know on that subject, do you 
beheve that such was the object of any portion of the members 
of this House? If yea, state al) the facts and circumstances upon 
which that understanding and belief rests. 

Mr. McKEON remarked that he objected to the question, on 
the ground that it proposed to ask the witness his opinions on a 
certain subject. He made opposition with clean hands, The 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Peyton) might be assured that 
he (Mr. McKeon) had no wish to extend this investigation be- 
yond the limits of the issue made by the accused. He (Mr. 
McK.) had nothing to do with bringing the accused to the bar. 
He had, from the commencement, arrayed himself against the 
arrest of that individual. The great mass of his political friends 
were to be found in the minority on that question, IfMr. Whit- 
ney’s contempt, however, was to be made the foundation of an 
examination into the opinions of members of this House, it 
would establish a principie opening new issues in the present 
controversy. and leading to interminable debates on questions 
which would inevitably follow that now proposed. He wished 
the matter brought toaclose. He appealed to the gentleman 
who offered it to consider the consequence of making inquiry 
into the private, confidential conversations of gentlemen upon 
this floor, He appealedto him whether it would not be calcu- 
lated to excite feelings any other than pleasant between those 
where none but those ofa friendly nature should exist? Whether 
it would not be converting this House inte an inquisitorial tri- 
bunal, employing the to:ture to extort. opinions from its 
victims? 

Mr, PEYTON said: The gentleman from New York (Mr. 
McKeon) objects to the question propounded by n ; to the wit- 
ness, on thé ground of form, and as calculated to elicit hearsay 
evilence. I wish, in the first instance, to set the gentleman 
right in that regard. The question is intended to bring out 
facts’ and circumstances within the knowledge of the wimess. 
Facts and circumstances going to establish what? Why, 
whether this investigation has been entered into bona fide, or 
whether it isnot rather.a shameless fraud, attempted to be 
perpetrated by the ostensible accused, but real proseczior, 
aided and abetted by members of this House, to affect the 
reputation of my friend from Virginia and myself. That, sir, 
is the scope and meaning of the question. And bere T take 
sion to say, in justice to my own feelings, no less than to 
sof the honorable gentleman to whom it is propounded, 
thai {know him to be utterly incapable of having any thing 
action; nor do I know whether he is in 
ts or circumstances which I could almost 

y Lknow to èxit, tending to prove a combination between 
artain members of this body, aching in concert with others out 
olin to put my friend and myself on trial, instead of the ac- 
cused, as he is technically called. Sir, T wish that I could 
pointthem out, but E cannot; and that is the reason why i seek 
evidence to establish fact of a conspiracy. so unjust in us 

cis, so insidious in its mens to attain then, and so dis- 
graceful to the ties concerned. 
The Caa sid that it was not in order to indulge in reflec- 
tions upon members of the House. 
| Mr. Yuin said he would thark the gentleman to name the 
mem 


TS, x 

Mr, Cuarsorne of Mississippi united in tha’ wsh, 
4 Mr, PEYTON resumed. {unie with both these gentlemen, 
Mr. Speaker, in the wish which they have expressed. T, tov, 
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want names, and I mean to have them, if it be possible. Gen. 
tlemén have Heretofore clamored for proof, and, so far as Tam 
concerned, they shall have it. The gentleman from Arkansas 
(Mr Vel!) need not have assumed.a sensitiveness, for which Tam 
sure there 1s no occasion, and call on me for names, which he 
must have known, for I had just said, that I could not give. 

But gentleman need not expect to get off so soon, and so 
easily, as they have probably hoped; for ifthis House, or rather 
the majority of it, do not shrink and back out from the position 
which they have taken—and_I do trust that they will not—T 
dare them to stand up to it. We will, E doubt not, have names, 
and facis ino, amply. sufficient to bear me out in what I have 
said. If there be witnesses to prove that secret conclaves have 
been heid with the accused, and that this “unfortunate affair,” 
as it-has been pathetically called, has been thrust mto th 
hall, not for the purpose of affecting him, but of putting two 
members of this Honse upon their trial, 

Mr. Cosuman called the gentleman to order. 

The Cnam. The gentleman from Tennessee is reminded 
that he must not reflect upon the members of this House, or 
any individual member of it. 

Mr. Pryrox. I did not allude to any individual member, 
for I have repeatedly said that it was out of my power to doso. 

The CHAIR again reminded the gentleman that he must 
not reflect upon the House as a body, or upon any of its mem- 
bers. 

Mr. Peyton. Why, eir, it is all conjecture on my part. 
Though there are circumstances strong enough to produce con- 
viction on my mind, that the conduct in this maiter, I will not 
say of whom, but of gentlemen, isin an attitude as suspicious 
as the most damning proof could place it- This is my convic- 
tion. But I want the proof to satisfy others. I propose and 
expect——indeed, have no doubt of being able—to prove by wit- 
nesses—if we can be permitted to examine them—that there 
was an understanding—whether proper or improper, I will not 
gay—between the said R, M. Whitney and divers honorable 
members of this House. 

Mr. YELL begged leave just to ask the gentleman— 

The Cram interposing, said that it was out of order for any 

ther member to address the House. 

Mr. Peyton. I give way, sir, with great pleasure. 

The Cua said that is would only be done by general eon- 
sent. 

No member objecting, 

Mr. Yeru would then ask the gentleman from Tennessee, 
whether. in'any part of this transaction, from beginning to end, 
he intended to allude to him, (Mr. Y.) either in the vote which 
he had given to bring the accused to the har, or for any other 
part he had taken inthe matter? g 

Mr. Peyton. 1 will do the gentleman the justice to say that 
Inever thought of him at all; and 1f he bad not interrupted me 
by his frequent calls for information, I should not have recol- 
lected that he was in the House. N 

Mr, Yeru was glad that the gentleman had informed the 
House that no intimacy existed between them. 

Mr. PEYTON. Lexpect to prove, Mr. Speaker, that this 
whole proceeding is a contrivance to give Whitney the eclatand 
triumph of bringing my friend and myself to the bar of this 
House, for the purpose of holding us up. so far as that object 
could be effected, to the indignation of this House and of the 
country. Sir, there never has been any design, other than this, 
in getting up and carrying out this prosecution; andall those 
patriotic appeals, tose, beautiful apostrophes to liberty, those 
moving pictures ofa citizen in vinculis, or in the shambles, 
which, for several days past, have been addressed to our sym: 
pathies, dó not in fact apply to the accused, as he is called, 
but, if to any one, are applicable to my friend from Virginia 
and myself. Possibly 1 may not be able to prove this; but I 
want, at least, the opportunity to try. And it is my purpose, 
if permitted by the House, to examine every gentleman whom 
I may believe to possess any information in relation to it. If 
I fail, then, in establishing the facts, it will be in consequence 
of a want of knowledge on the part ofthe witnesses, 

It seems to me, Mr. Speaker, that there can be no question 
now in regard to the real object of this investigation; that it is 
intended to affect my friend from Virginia and myself, And 
how does :t happen that we are thus arrraigned before the 
Congress of the United States. and before the American peo- 
ple, for a contempt of R. M. Whitney? By what indirection 
has it been made to take this direction? This is what I desire 
to know, sir. And if the House permit me, I will adduce evi- 
dence sq irresistible that gentlemen whe now hold their heads 
high, will be made to shrink and cower before the public in- 
dignation. Sir, shall I not he permitted to do this? Ifattacks 
be made upon honest men, in or out of this House, are they 
to ke denied the poor privilege of demonstrating their false- 
hood? 

‘Will those gentlemen who seem to take so deep and sensitive 
an interest in the feelings and character and honor, yes, sir, the 
honor, of their friend, deny us this privilege? Will they, can 
they withhold it from us, honorably and compatibly with their 
sense of justice ag men and as members? No, sir: they will not, 
cannot. My purpose is to hold them up to the issue which 
themselves have made. Tam ready to go on, and go through, 
with my trial—tosubmit to any ordeal of investigation, however 
searching. which may be forced upen me But I want justice 
dealt out with aneven hand. We who are on trial, cannot ke 
supposed to know all the black and disgraceful circumstances 
which belong to this transaction: but we wish to prove them hy 
A iil prove them, if possible, be the con- 


witnesses, and we tci 
sequences what they may. g g 

In conclasion, sir, Ivepeatthat I make no accusations against 
ividaals, because I am in possession of no fact impli 
dualsbyname, IfI were, I would make it known. 
reicrate. again and again, my call f x the proof and ifi be 
such as I believe it wil be, nay, almost know it must he, then 
let gentIomen, if they can, craw the distinction between them- 
selves and ther friend, R. M. Whitey. 

On motion, 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Fray, Feb. 17, 1937. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the Treasury De- 
partment, mace in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, 
accompanied by copies of letters from the Hon. John Pore, 
late Governor of Avkangas, relative te the ten sections of Janda 
Eranted for public buildings at Little Rock, in said Territory; 
and, 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the 


same were laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. : 


bemaneerenannetme 
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The CHAIR communicated a memorial from a ‘number of ` 


ctkizens of the city of Washington, praying that the tuildiig fox: 
the Post Office Department, to be érecte , may be ee | on. 


the site occupied by the ruins of the oid one: referred to:the.- 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Mercy -Perry; which, 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Nantucket, praying 
for the ereciion of two small light houses on that iskind; which. 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce; and : 


‘Also, the petition of Master Commandant. John Percival, of .. 


the United Siates Navy; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs: 5 


Mr. WALL presented the p`tition cf sundry citizens of New, . 


Jersey, praying for the abolition ef slavery in the District of ~ 


Columbia. 3 : 
Mr. PRESTON objected to the reception of the petition; and 


On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the question of its reception , 


was laid on the table. ; es 

Mr. EWING of Ohio presented a memorial from a conven», 
tion lately heldin that State for the formation of an anti-slavery” 
socisty, protesting against the recognition of the independence 
of Texas untilslavery shall be abolished by the Government. ef, 
that country. p 


Mr. PRESTON objected to the reception of the memorial; ` 


and, 
On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the question of reception waa 
laid on_the table, . : 
Mr. PRENTISS presented a petition from sundry citizens of. 
Vermont; and : : 


Mr. WEBSTER presented several petitions from citizens of : 


Massachusetts. 

Mr. PRESTON objected'to their reception; and, 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the questions of reception were. 
laid on the table. ‘ 

Mr. HENDRICKS presented the memorial and joint resolu- 
tions of the General Assembly of Indiana, on the subject of the 
adjustment of claims to lands of certain French inhabitants in 
and near Vincennes; 

Also, the joint resolutions of the same, instructing their, Se»: 
nators, and requesting their Representatives, to use their exer- 
tions to procure the passage of a law to gell to the State, at the’ 
minimum price, the alternate sections of land reserved on. the 
line of the Wabash and Erie canal; ‘ , 

Both of which were referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, 

Mr. GRUNDY, from. the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which had been referred the message of (he President of the 
United States, of the 15th instant, on the subject of the claim 
of Stockton and Stokes and others, made a special report thereon; 
which was read. 3 M f 

Mr, RIVES, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to which 


- had been referred the petitition of Gætano Carusi, reported a, 


bill for his relief; 
reading. i y i 
Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on Pensions, report- 
ed a bill extending pensions to certain widows; which was read, | 
and ordered to a second reading. k f : 
Mr. KENT, on leave, introduced a bill for the. relief of-the. 
heirs of David Peter and William Adams, deceased; which was 
read twice and referred. : : 
The following recolution submitted yesterday by Mr. PRES- 
TON was considered: , is. 
Resolved, That the President be requested to communicate | 
to the Senate the proceedings of the court of inquiry, recently 
held at the city of Frederick, by virtue of orders No. 65 and No, 
68, so faras the same relates to the causes of delay in opening 
and prosecuting the campaigns in Georgia and Alabama in the. 


which was read, and ordered to a second 


ear 1836. 

. Mr. PRESTON said that it was with a deep feeling of regret, 
he had seen in the official paper of yesterday, a communication. 
from the President of the United States, relative to the result at 
which the court of inquiry convened at Frederick had arrived, 
in reference to the case of General Scott. Ile could wish to 
see removed the imputation at present resting againet the 
character of that brave and gallant officer removed at once, and 
he was disapointed at not seeing in the communication in ques- 
tion, such an expression of feeling as would*have indicated the 
favorable opinion of the Executive, as regarded the resultof 
the inquiry into the conduct of General Scott, 

Under ordinary circumstances, he (Mr. P.) should be the last 
to move in a maiter of this kind; but, in looking at the prece- 
dents existing, he found it was not unusual to make calls: in 
connection with subjects like the present; he had therefore 
made this call for the satisfaction of Congress and of the publice, 
And he believed that if ever there was an occasion for Cons 
gress and the people to know.what had been done in reference 
to acourt of? inquiry, this wasthe case. General Rcott’s re- 
putation, had been exposed, and placed in an equivocal osition 
as far back as June last, when he was superseded in the com- 
mand of the army in the Creek war. He was superseded in 
conse quence of a letter written by Major General Jesup, direct- 
ed to the Editor of the Globe, and marked “private,” but which 
that individua] showed to the President of the United States, and 
it was afterwards published to the world. The result ofthese pro. 
ceedings was, that General Bcott, in the performance of hie 
duty, was recalled, and arraigned before a court under certain 
charges, And not only had he, who occupied so high a sta- 
tion in our army, which he won througk biood and slaughter, 
been thus supers: ded in his command, and laid under this suse 
picion, 10 say the least of it, but. the subordinate officer. who 
penned a letier to the publisner ofa Washington newspaper has 
been advanced to the command, Yee! his accuser had been 
taken from his legitimate sphere. and placed in a situation 
where ke would have an opporianity of reaping those laurels, 
which General Scott himself might have reaped had he been 
allowed te retain his command. : ore 

He Gir. P.) had looked at the results of the court of inquiry, 
on many accounts, with great anxiety, not only as concerne: 
the distinguished Gene: self, but the honor and charactor 
of the country, which deeply implicated in this transac. 
tien; and whatever mi e done, if bearing the character of 
injustice to him, it was injustice to Us, and ouy national cLarac- 
war. We should be deficient in preper priae, and in gratitude 
to individuals such as he, who have rendered eo many impor- 
tart services to the country, if we did not take care io see that 
they have justice cealt them fairly and impartially, 

The President of , 
proper to publish bis a ntof the prote gs of the court af 
Inquiry, which Mr. P. b ieved not to be entirely finished. He 
conceived the proceedings of the vourt to be private, unless 
the Executive should think proper to make them known. The 


the United States, it appeared, had thought 


seal of secrecy having then been broken,and the President having 
published to the world the sectét, with ‘his opinions upon the 
proceedings of ‘the-court, it struck him (Mr. P.) that Congress 
way placed, in a-gituation to demand the testimony, and to give 
their opinion uponit. ee $ i : Š 
He would not array the names of any individuals before the 
country: His anxiety was on account of General Scott, as al- 


Hed to the dignity, pride, and sense of honor of the army. He“ 


would have the voice of the people heard on the subject, if any 


improper proceeding hiad:taken place. “Nay, he would go fir- 
ther; he would -have it corrected by Congress, Mr. P. con- 


> gfuded by expressing his hope that the Senate would indulge 
‘him in‘allowing him to call for the information.he desired. . 
Mr. CRITTENDEN remarked that he would wish that Gen. 
ott should have ample justice dene’ him for all the wrongs 
he had'suffercd; and intimated his impression that the papers 
had probably been remitted to the court, consequently ‘the Se- 
wator's tegolution, if adopted, would be unavailing. - 
“Mr. WRIGHT said that if the resolution should be referred 
- to the Committee on Military Affairs, they would be able to 
adcertain, whether the Senator’s object could be accomplished; 
but il was probable that the proceedings had been referred back 
to the court-ofinquiry. Mr. W. then moved that the resolution 
be’ reterred to the Committee on Military Affairs. ` 
Mr. PRESTON was glad to see that gentleman concurred 
with hini in getting the. papers, I however, the President 
should not be able to answer the call of the Senate, why then 
there was an end to the matter. 

. Mr. BENTON regarded the resolution as calling for proceed- 
ings ina case which had not yet terminated. He presumed that 
the proceedings sent to the President had been remite to the 
tourt: Iiwas, therefore, an unfinished affair. And he should 
consider it an act of usurpation, on the part of Congress, to 
take the matter out of the hands of the constituted authorities, 
who bad not yet finished their action on it. That would be 
doing nothing less than to forestall public opinion, and the 
publis judgment, with respect to the inquiry. He hek! it was 
the daty of Congress to refrain from expressing their opinion 
upon the facts, until -the President should have approved, or 
disapproved of the opinions ofthe court. And, if the resolu. 
tian was to pass at all, it should contain this proviso: “ provi- 
ded the proceedings of the court of inquiry are finished.” 

“Mr. PRESTON said, whether the affair was finished or un- 
finished, he could not take upon himselfto say. But this he 
would say, that he had net been.able to find a single instance 
in which the President had published his decision upon the 

roceedings of a court of inquiry until they were finished. 
Wen, then, as the President had published this communication 
in the Globe, it might.be presumed that finished the affair. 
Be that as it might, he conceived there was no good ground for 
the assertion which had been made, that to send the Senate the 
papers called for, would be to forestall the President in his de- 
cision, which he (Mr. P.) imagined to have been set forth in the 
official paper yesterday. one 

“Mr. CUTHBERT presumed that his friend from South Ca- 
rolina (Mr. Preston) would himself be of opinion that there 
should be no proceeding, on the part of Congress, which would 
mingle up military matters with potitical feelings; and there. 
could be nothing more at war with the chivalrous character ot 
the soldier than to embroil him in political strife. This being 
confessed, it would be most unfortunate for the Senate to rush 

recipitately into matters of this kind, involving our officers in 
Fimeulties go uncongenial with their pursuits or their feelings, 
which it would be easy to commenee,but. which could not be ter- 
vinated at their pleasure. The only matier which it appeared 

that his friend from 3. Carolina objected to, was the form given 
to the subject by the publication of the Presidents opinion. It 
was hot the reference that the gentleman objected to; nor did he 
~ asert that the President was in error; but he only complained 
that the publication of the President’s opinion would operate 
injuriously on General Scott. The general, he believed the 
universal, practice of courts of inquiry, was to furnish an ab- 
stract ofthe evidence given: before it, withthe reasoning cons 
wecting that evidence together. ‘That was not the course pur- 
sued by this court. A bare acquittal was rendered, withont 
giving the factson which it was founded, and an opinion was 
presented as to the general complexion of the evidence, without 

a ‘reference to the facts which led to the formation of that opi- 

nion. Bucha general report would not be satisfactory to the 

tublic, and was not doing justice to General Scott himself; and 
ip surely would be desirable to his friends that the court should 
present an abstractof the evidence, in order that the country 
might render the same verdict of acquittal. There was another 
point in the proceedings of this court to which he would call 
the'atpention of the Senator from South Carolina, and that was 
the extrome irregularity by which they referred to matters wot 
properly before them, and commented with extraordinary bit- 
térness on the conductof Gen. Jesup. Were they assembled to 
inquire mto the conduct of Gen Jesup? Were they author- 
ized to pronounce censure on iim in relation to a matter with 
which they had nothing to do? The very circumstance of 
their- having travelled out of the line of their duty, and refer- 
red, without any authority whatever, to the conduct of an offi: 
cer not before them, was a sufficient reason why the President 
should send back to them the record of their proceedings, It 
appeared to him that it was unfortunate, for the well-being of 
the army, that a spirit of faction and 1ivalry had been in more 
than one instance manifested; and he thought that Congress, so 
far from entering into'any proceedings which might seem to 
give countenance to feelings of jealousy and ill-will onthe part 
of our officers to each other, ought to do allin its power to dis- 
courage them, 

Mr. BENTON observed that the court had not acted accord- 
ingto the order under which 1t was convened, and that was to 
report the facts growing out of the inquiry with their opinions 
thereon. The disapproval of the President then, was on ac- 
count of the non-compliance with the order. Mr. B. considered 
the case as fully before the court of inquiry.as it was before; ag 
much so as though they had made no report on the proceedings. 
He repeated that it would be an act of usurpation on-the part of 
the Senate to interfere and forestall public opinion before the 
President’s opinion was expressed. The President’s opiñion, 

» ag expressed in the communication published in the Glohe of 
yesterday, disapproves of the conduct of the court, not of the 

officer alluded to, : , 

“Mr PRESTON made a few remarks expressive of his regret 

that the Senator from Georgia, (Mr. Cuthbert, ) should have 

made the observations he had as to a spirit of rivalry and jea- 

Jousy actuating the officers of the army. He (Mr. P.) had said 

nothing to call forth the remark, nor had he entered into any 

gomparison of the military talents of Generals Scott and Jesup. 


t per reference of it would be to the military committee. 


ie sr a ti 


would haye the effect of awarding to that distinguished officer, 
General Scott, the full measure ofjustice. He (Mr. R.) did not 
wish that any act shouldbe done by this body which should be 
nugatory.” If itwete true, however, that the proceedings in 
relation to the case of General Scott, had been remitted to the 


court, the adoption of the resolution in’ question would be nu- , 


Now. he thoughtthe pro- 

e 
could not agree with the Senator from Missouri—the expression 
was too strong—that it would be an act of usurpation to forestall 
the opinion of the President, but he would say, that it might be 
irregular. Mr. R. then went on.to say that he felt deeply in re- 
_gard to the character of General Scott, and he did not doubt, 
whatever might be the decision of the President, the nation 
would do him justice. But he (Mr. R.) was desirous that this 
military question might not be mingled with any thing of a po- 
litical character. He believed that there would be very litle 
delay, so far as the ease of General Scott was coacerned, the 
papers being referred back, merely for the purpose of collating, 
and affording an opportunity to the court to give the informa- 
tion, not furnished, to enable the President to judge of the facts, 
and thereby make:up an epinion. Mr. R. apprehended that 
the reputation of General Scott was composed of too durable 
materials to be affecied by a litle delay, and that he entertain- 
ed no doubt the General would have justice done him. He 
thought the resolution should go to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. CUTIBERT knew that it was not impossible but that a 
Senator, out of personal vanity, and in the mere struggle for 
victory, might continue a debate after all the arguments on 
either side had been exhausted, and long after the whole Senate 
wished the debate tocease. He should, therefore, avoid taxing 
the patience of the Senate by an ‘unnecessary recapitulation of 
-what had already been touched upon, and what was well un- 


gatory, and could produce no result. 


derstood, and, with one single observation, would resume his’ 


seat. His. friend from South Carolina (Mr. Preston) took up 
the paper purporting to he the decision of the court, and asked; 
were not these [the parts read by him] facis stated by the court. 
He, Mr. C. would answer no.” It was the opinion to which 
the court came {rom an examination of a mass of faets, and not 
a statement of the facts themselves. His friend thought that 
with regard to General Jesup, this court had done nothing not 
warranted by the cittumstances of the case, and not in accor. 
dance with the practice of courts martial. Was thisso? Was 
it the practiceof courts of inquiry to pass censure on witnesses, 
called before them, for conduct previous to being summoned. 
General Jesup was not before this court in any other way than 
as a witness, and therefore though they had a right to examine 
and weigh his téstimony,and pass upon it, yet they had no 
nau whatever to pass censure on the previous conduct of that 
officer. 

Mr. STRANGE thought it must be apparent that the call 
made by the Senator from South Carolina could be attended 
with no good, and probably might result in great mischief. 
The matter was yet inchoate—was not concluded. When the 
investigation should have been closed by the proper tribunals, 
and if it should seem that injustice had been done, it would 
then be time enough for the National Legislature to act. “The 

entleman from South Carolina disapproved of the President 

aving published the communication relative to the court of 
inquiry. Why, if the President had published his decision, 
and given no reasons for it, there would doubtless have been 
great complaint made. But he had done no such thing. He 
did not say that he disapproved of the conduct of General 
Sentt, or that he might be guilty, or not guilty. He merely 
says: © 1 do not affirm the decision of the court of inquiry; be- 
cause they have not given me sufficient, evidence to decido 
upon the case. A court martial is to obtain facts, and I cannot 
decide whether their judgment is right or wrong until I see 
the facts,” The President says, in express terms, that the 
court say there was delay; but who caused it did not appear. 
Neither did the court say what they considered “ unnecessary 
delay.” “Now, all this {says the President] is necessary to 
be understood, and, therefore, I refer tht matter back to the 
court, in order that they may give me the information ¥ re- 
quire. They may be right, or may be wrong, for aught that 
appears. Ileave Gen. Scott as he was before the investigation.” 

Mr. S. asked whether it could be complained that the Presi- 
dent has caused the delay? Notatall. He left the character 
of the accused precisely as it was. He (Mr. S.) did not think 
it exactly fairthat the gentleman from South Carolina should 
assail the character of a man (General Jesup) not. before the 
Senate. He thought it ill became gentlemen to find fault with 
the President for being desirous to shield the reputation of one 
citizen, when they were so anxious to shield the reputation of 
another. It was surely time enough for the conrt martial to 
animadvert on the conduct of the other gallant officer when he 
should be before them ; and he must say thatthe court did step 
out of their way in doing so, for it was not a matter for their 


consideration then. So faras General Scott was concerned, ` 


Mr. S. thought, that hy pursuing the course desired by the 
géntleman from South Carolina, injury might be done him, 
rather than good. Believing, therefore, that the call was pre- 
mature, he would move to lay the resolution on the table. 
Negati ved—ayes 17, noes 23. 

Mr. PRESTON contended there was not a shadow of a shade 
of suspicion that could justly rest on the military character of 
General Scout. The very men now in Florida were doing pre. 
cisely as Genera] Scottsaid they wouldhave todo. They bad 
found themselves reduced to the necessity of doing what his 
military sagacity foresaw they mustdo. 

Mr. COTHBERT would make no reply to the Senator 
from South Carolina, but he would put it to him ifthe course 
he was now pursuing would not tend to injure his friend. If 
General Scott was at Chippewa, was not General Jesup there 
too? If General Scott was at Bridgewater, was not Jesup also 
there; and was not his fame as dear to every American bosom 
as that of General Scott? Mr. C. after a handsome eulogium 
on the character and services of General Jesup, deprecated un 
necessary comparisons as to the relative merits of two gallant 
officers, and hoped that the matter would be permitted to take 
the course which wisdom and moderation dictated, without in- 
duiging in uscless comparisons. ‘ 

Mr. PRESTON denied that he was making comparisons be- 
tween the two officers. i 

Me. CUTHBERT said that the whole course of the gentle. 
man’s remarks appeared to him to have that tendency. 

Oa motion of Mr. RIVES, the resolution was, in the end, re- 
ferred 2 the Committee on Military Affairs—ayes 28, noes not 
counted. a5 i 


a course should be taken which 
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The bill for the settlement of the claims of the cxecutrix of 
Richard W., Meade, deceased, was taken up, and after some 
remarks from Mr, CLAYTON, in opposition tothe bill”. °°” 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to recommit it, with instructions ta 
the committee to strike out the secon] section, and insert in Hew 
of it, “that if, in the opinion of the Board, the United States” 
are in law and in equity bound to pay any part of the original 
claim, they should report the same to Congress at the next 
session. Š i 

Mr. BLACK moved to amend the motion, by making the de- 
cision of the Board final, and ordering the immediate payment 
of such amount as shall be found to be due; and after a debate, 
this amendment was adepted—yeas 25, nays 15, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, Brown, Buchanan, 
Clay, Ewing of Hinois, Ewing of Ohio, Fulton, Kent, King of 
Georgia, Knight, Lisn, Lyon, McKean, Mouton, Norvell, Niles, 
Erer tan, Soule, Spence, Strange, Tallmadge, Walker, and 

ail—xo. . 

NAYS-—Meassrs. Calhoun, Clayton, Dana, Davis, Hendricks, 
Hubbard, King of Alabaina, Page, Prentiss, Robbins, Robin: 
son, Swift, Tipton, fomlinson, and Wright—15. 

Mr. HUBBARD then, by generai consent, withdrew his mo- 
tion to recommit, and the substance of the instructions in the 
motion as amended, on motion of Mr; BLACK, was added to 
the bill by way of amendment; after which it was passcd—- 
yeas 28, nays 17, as follows: i 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, Brown, Buchanan, 
Clay, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Ewing of Hincis, Ewing of Obid, 
Fulton, Grundy, Kent, King of Georgia, Knight, Linn, Moutor, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Rives, Sevier, Southard, Spence, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Walker, and Wall—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clayton, Dana, Davis, Hendricks, 
Hnbhard, King of Alabama, Moore, Page, Parker, Prentiss, 
Rotbins, Robinson, Strange, Tipton, Tomlinson, and Wright 

Mr. WRIGHT eaid he arose to ask a favor of the Senate, Jt 
was late, and he knew well the body was already wearied with the 
labors of the day; but he hoped a compliance with his request 
would not proiract the session materially, or prove a heavy 
tax upon the patience ofthe members present." He moved that’ 
Senate bili No. 88, entitled “A bill to remit the duties. upon 
certain goods destroyed by fire at the Jate conflagration in the 
city of New York.” be now taken up, and that the orders of 
the day, general and special, previous to that bill, be postponed: 
for that purpose. Mr. +V. said he would make a single re- 
mark, as applicable to his motion. ‘The bill contained a single 
principle: that of remitting or refunding the duties upon goods 
burned in the original packages, as imported. To the details of 
the bill he betieved no Senator would find any objection, and 
he was now desirous to make a few amendments, purely of 
detail, and let the bill pass informally, if it should be the pre- 
ference of the Senate, to its engrossment; and, upon the third 
reading, the principle of the bill might be considered and dis- 
cussed. He did not propose to bring on that discussion now, 
and should the Senate gratify him by taking up the bill, he 
would promise not to occupy its time this evening by debate, 

_ The question was put, and the bill taken up for considera» 


tion. 

Mr. WRIGHT then moved several amendments, all of which 
were adopted, and all of which, he said, were offered in pursu- 
ance of suggestions made to him by the most respectable com» 
mittee now in attendance in behalf of the suffering merchants, 
or by the persons whom it was proposed to constitute commis. 
sioners for adjudication upon these claims. These persons 
were the District Attorney of the United States for the southern 
district of New York, the Collector of the port of New York, 
and the Naval Officet of the said port, na 

The bill, as otiginally drawn and reported by the committee, 
required that all the claims should-be examined, and the testi- 
mony and judgment of the commissioners returned to the Secre- 
tary ofthe Treasury, and acted upon by him before any claim 
could be paid. The object of the first several amendments he 
had offered, was to permit the. commissioners to return to the 
Secretary the testimony taken before them, and their decisions 
upon any one er more of the claims at any time, that the Secre” 
tary may act upon them, and permit the certificates to issue, 
while other claims shall be in the course of investigation. 

In addition to these amendments, he had offtred two addi- 
tional sections to the bill, The first of those sections was to ex- 
tend to such goods as had been partially, but not entirely, de- 
stroyed in the original packages, the provisions of the bill, and 
a relief to the owners of such goods proportioned to the dam- 
age and destruction caused by the same conflagration. If the 
principle of the bill was sound, he could see-no reason why 
that principle shouid not be extended to these partial sufferers, 
in proportion to their losses, as well as to those whose property 
had been totally destroyed; and the section contained an ex. 
press prohibition aguinst its extention to goods damaged or de- 
stroyed, after the packages had been broken, and the goods 
taken therefrom. 3 
- The other section, Mr. W. said, wasan authority to the corr. 
missioners to employa clerk, who should be paid out of the 
public Treasury. It had been suggested i0 him to provide in 
the bill for payment to the commissioners for their services. 
These persons were all officers of the Government, and two of 
them, the collector and naval officer, salary officers; and al- 
thoueh the district attorney stood upon a somewhat different 
footing, he bad concluded, after mature reflection, that it was 
not bestto incorporate into this bill any provision for the com. 
pensation of any of these officers. It was impossible to say 
what amount of labor it would impese upon them, or how 
much of their time would be required in the performance of 
the duty imposed. Knowing those officers personally as he did, 
he had the fullest confidence that they wouldall cheerfully dis- 
charge the duties imposed upon them by the bill,and that without 
any previous provision for compensation beyond that pertain. 
ing to their existing offices. When the services shall have heen 
performed, and the labor can be perfecily known, Congress 
can act with certainty in the matter. That these commission. 
ers, however, would require a competent clerk, would be appa. 
rent to every ons. Theclaims were numerous, and the proofs 
might be voluminous. The returns to the Secreiary of the 
Treasury, required by. the bill, would require entire copies of 
many, if not all, the papers before the commissioners, ‘and 
the issuing of the certificates provided for would require great 
clerical labor. Hence he had proposed the provision’ for a 
clerk, 

These amendments having been adopted, Mr. CALHOUN ine 

uired of Mr. Wricut, if he could state about the amount of 
the claims which would be presented under the bill? -° * 

Mr. WRIGHT replied that he thanked the Senator from 
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South Carolina for making the inquiry. 
Was not now, his object to discuss the bill, but the inquiry made 
it his duty to state that a list of the claims, containing the 
names of the claimants, and the amount of each claim, had 
been furnished to the committee, had been by the committee 
preseated to the Senate with their report of the bill, and was 
now upon the printed files of every Senator. From the state- 
ment, tt appeared thatthere were one hundred and thirty-six 
individuals and firms claiming a return of duties npon goods 
destroyed in original packages, and that the amount of their 
elaims, in the whole, was $418,747 39, The number and amount 
of these claims had been thus obtained. Immediately after the 
fire, a large committee of merchants had-been appoinied toin- 
quire anilascertain, as far as that could be done, the amount of 
losses,and the names of the sufferers. Atthattime a list of the suf- 
- ferers, supposed to be nearly perfect, was made. In December 
now last past that committee had made a call, by a publication 
in the newspapers of the city, upon all persons who had 
claims for remission of duties upon goods burned to come in, 
and authenticate their claims, with a view to their presentation 
to Congress. ‘These one hundred and thirty-six individuals 
and firms had appeared, and verified their claims by the affida- 
vitsofthe respective claimants, which affidavits were now be- 
fore the Senate with the bill under consideration. These were 
claims exclusively for goods destroyed in. original packages as 
imported, the only class of claims provided for in the 
bill. In addition to this list, (Mr. W. said) he was in- 
formed there was another claim, amounting to about $70,000, 
which was not now presented to Congress, because the 
subject of the goods destroyed was in litigation between the 
city of New York and the owners. These were goods destroy- 
ed by blowing up with powder the buildings in which they were 
stored, to arrest the progress af the fire. The buildings were 
blown up by the order of the authorities of the city, and the 
owners of the goods thus destroyed were claiming from the city 
entire compensation for their losses. 
how come before Congress to aak a remission of duties. The 
city was resisting these claims against it; and untila decision of 
the litigation, it could not be known which of the parties would 
be entitled to the remission. Still he was informed thata claim, to 
the extenthe had named, existed in consequence of the. destruc- 
tion of these goods, and it. couldnot be important to the United 
Btates how the litigation should terminate, as neither the amount 
or character of the claim upon this Government would be there- 
by altered. ‘This, (Mr. W. said.) would make the amount of 
these claims about $500,000; between $450,060 and $500,000, 
There was another uncertainty as to the amount which he 
would here mention, Certain individuals and firms, who filed 
with the committee of merchants claims for remission of duties 
last year, had not yet appeared in pursuance of the call made 
in December last to authenticate their claims. He had already 
stated that 136 individuals and firms hed appeared and testified 
to claims amounting to $418,000, asthe dudes upon goods de- 
stroyedin unbroken packages as imported. In addition to 
these, 97 individuals and firms had appeared and testified in 
the same manner to claims amounting to $156,394 57, as the 
duties paid and payable upon goods destroyed after the pack- 
ages had been broken and the goods distributed in the shops. 
No provision was made or proposed fur this class of claims, 
Mr. W. said it was matter of deep regret to him that tnese 
claimants could not be relieved, but the Committee on Finance 
had not believed it safe or wise to extend the principle of the 
bill to any other than goods destroyed in unbroken packages, 
In addition to these, there were found upon the list of claim- 
ants, prepared immediately after the fire, the names of 32 indi- 
vidualsand firms who had not appeared tó authenticate their 
claims in any Manner. From the former list it was ascertain- 
ed that the amount of claims preferred by these 32 houses was 
$67,976 42; butas it was impossible to say what portion of the 
sum was for duties on unbroken, and what on broken, pack- 
ages, it was notin his power toezy how much these claims 
would add to the amount to be drawn from the public treasury 
if the bill under consideration should become a law. 
‘Mr. Chay here suggested adding a proviso to some proper 
section of the bill, that no more than a given amount of money 
should be drawn from the Treasury under jt, and proposed to 
fix that amount at $500,000, 

Mr. Wricur said, if the honorable Senator would make the 
sum $600,000, as he hoped he would, he would accept the 
amendment, as proposed. 

After some little conversation, Mr. CLAY adopted Mr. 
Wrich?’s suggestion, and moved the proviso, limiting the 
amount to $600,000. 

Mr, CLAYTON objected to any limitation, and upon taking 
the vote, the amendment was negatived, when the bill was or- 
deret to be engrossed for a third reading. 

‘The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fruway, February 17, 1837. 


[The House was engaged this day, and the two 
succeeding legislative days, on the case of R. M. 
Warrtyey, for an alleged contempt. ‘The testimony 
is so voluminous, that we cannot have it copied in 
time for thisnumber. It will be given in the last 
numger.] 


JUDICIARY OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. PATTON said he had objected yesterday to taking up 
one of the bills from the Senate, on its first and second reading, 
under an apprehension that its friends intended then to discuss 
it. Having ascertained that that was not the case, and as it 
was only intended that the bih should be referred, he willingly 
withdrew his objection. 

The bilin question was “an act supplementary to the act 
sales an act to amend. the judicial system of the United 

tate”? 


It had not been, and 


They, therefore, could not * 


Objection being made, Mr. PATTON moved a suspension of 
the rule, which was agreed to—99 to 38. ` 

The bill was thet read twice; and, on motion of Mr. GUOL- 
SON, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

WESTERN VOLUNTEERS. 

On motion of Mr. GRENNELL, the House; by general con- 
sent, took up the bill, from the Senate “to make paymentand 
compensation to the militia and volunteers of Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Alabama, and Mississippi, called into service, and dis- 
charged before marching;” which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

The SPEAKER, on leave, laid before the House a communi- 
cation from the Secretary of State, transmitting a statement of 
the number and designation of passengers who have arrived 
from foreign countries at each collection district of the United 
States, during each quarter of the year 1836, according to the 
returns made tothe Secretary of State, in pursuance of the 
actof March, 1819; which, on motion of Mr. BRIGGS, was or- 
dered to lie on the table, and be printed, : 

TRIAL OF R. M. WINTNEY. 

Mr. Wurryey was then ordered to be placed at the bar, and, 
as before. was accompanied by his counsel. 

Mr. HAMER being still under examination, and the question 
recurring upon an interrogatory propounded by Mr. PEYTON, 
and objected to by Mr. McK EON, the former gentleman modi- 
fied it, and in that form it was put. 

The crose examination of Mr. HAMER was concluded, when 
Mr. MARTIN and Mr. GILLET severally gave answers to 
the interrogatories first propounded to Mr. FAIRFIED, when, 
on motion, . 

, The House adjourned at half past six. 


IN SENATE, 
Sarunpay, February 18, 1837. 

Mr. BENTON presented the credentials of the Hon. Lewis 
F. Linn, re-ciected, by ihe Legislature of the State of Missouri, 
a Senator from that State, to serve for six years from the 4th of 
March next; which Were read. 

Mr, TIPTON presented the petition of Richard Burleigh; 
which was reierred tothe Commixee on Finance. 

Mr. #INN presented the memorial of the Legislature of Mis- 
souri, asking tor the passage of a law granting pre-emptions to 
such persons as may have settled on portions of the public 
lands made fractional by the surveys of Spanish and French 
grants: referred to the Commitee on Public Lands. 

Mr. LINN also presented the petition ot sundry cititizens of 
Wisconsin, praying tor an appropriation for the improvement 
ofthe harbor of Milwaukie, in said Territory: referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BAY ALD presented the memorial of the board of trade 
of the city of Wilmington, Delaware, praying that New Castle 
Insaid State may be made a port of entry; referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. : 3 

Mr. KENT presented the memorial of sundry cigar manu. 
facturers of the city of Bulimore, protesting against a repeal 
of the duty on the article made by them; which. was referred 
tothe Committee on Manufactures. | 

Mr. HUBBARD presented a petition frem George Page; 
which was referred to a select committee of fire to be appoint- 
ed by the Chair. A 

Mr. LINN presented the muster roll of Captain Stevenson’s 
company of volunteers who served in the Indian war of 1882; 
which was referred to the Committee on Tndjan Affairs, 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of William Haile, in 
behalfof himself and others, py confirmation to a tract of 
land in Mississippi; which wa red to the Committee on 
Provate Land Claims, 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, 

The Committee on Military Affairs were discharged from the 
further consideration of the memorial of the Terrkory of Wis- 
consin, praying for a supply of arms—Mr. B. observing that 
the Secretary of War bad informed him that the arms would 
be sent. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, . . 

‘The same committee was discharged from the further consi- 
deration of the petition of Wm. B. Parker. : 

Mr. WRIGIIT, from the Committee on Finance, to which 
had been referred the petition of Henry J. Pickering, made a 
report thereon, accompanied by a bill for his reier, which was 
read, and ordered toa second reading. | f 

On motion of Mr. WALL, the Committee on the Library was 
discharged from the further consideration of the resolution di- 
rectiug an inguiry into the propriety of precuring the publica- 
tion of the publicand private laws of the several States. 

Mr. WALL offered the following resolution, which lies on the 
table one day for consideration: g f 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be directed to 
inquire into the expediency of subscribing to 2,000 copies of an 
uniform edition of the laws of the United States, to he published 
by J. Elliot, and not to exceed ten large octavo volumes, to be 
paid for at the present rates of the public printing. 

The bill to remit the duties on goods destroyed by fire in the 
city of New York, was read the third ume, and passed without 
a division. y ne . 

Mr. EWING of Ohio, on leave, introduced a bill for the relief 
of the heirs of Major Peter Flelfenstein, deceased; which was 
read twice and referred. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the Senate took up the report 
of the Committee on the Judiciary, on the claims of Stockton 
and. Stokes. ‘The report concludes with a resolution that the 
Postmaster General is fully warranted in paying, and ought to 
pay, the amount awarded to the claimants by the Solicitor of 
the Treasury. y n f 

The report being read, the question on agreeing to the resolu- 
tion reported by the committee was decided in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. ROBBINS, the Senate took up the joint 
resolution reported by the Library Committee, to authorize the 
purchase of certain manuscripts of the late Mr. Madison; and, 

After some remarks from Mr. ROBBINS in its support, 

Mr. CALHOUN said that he had listened with pleasure and 


delight to the venerable gentleman from Rhode Island, (Mr. 
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Robbins,) and he coincided in opinion with him that:we Were 
indebted to Mr..Madison, at least as much as to any other, man, 
for the form of Government under which we live. Indeed, he 
might be said to have done more for our institutions:than any 
man now living, or that had gone before him, os 

A great atid efficient aid he was, undoubtedly, in forming the 
Government. But there was another great act, which would - 
immortalize him in the eye of posterity—the profound and glo- 
rious views which he took of our Government in his celebrated 
Virginia report. In his opinion, that was by far the ablest 
document that issued from the pen of Mr. ison—one from 
whieh Mr. C. had derived more information, and a profounder 
insight into our Government, than all the other documents he 
had perused. ` z i 

Now, if he understood the objectin view, it was in direct op- 
position to the great and fundamental principles of Mr: Madison 

himself, an adherence to which. he (Mr. Calhoun) solemnly 
believed, would give durability to the Government under which 
we were now living. 

_ He wished at some other time (as he was not prepared at this 
time) to be heard on the subject, when he would endeavor to 
satisfy the Senate that, in giving our assent to the appropria- 
tion asked for, we should not honor the name of Madison, Mr. 
C. would postpone what he had to say until the third readingof 
the resolution; and, in the meantime, SPhators. would have an 
opportunity of coming to a full understanding of the subject, 

as resolution wasthen ordered to be engrossed fora third 
reading. * 

On motion of Mr. BLACK, the Senate took up the bill for 
the adjustmentof certaintclaims to Jands under the tláth article 
of the treaty of 1830, with the Choctaw Indians. f 

Mr. BLACK, after some remarks, submitted an amendment, 
to which Mr. BAYARD proposed an amendment, and after a 
debate, in which Messrs. BAYARD, BLACK, WALKER, 
PRESTON, and EWING of Ohio participated, i 

Mr. EWING of Ohio Jaid on the table an amendment which 
he intended to propose on Monday, and moved that the further 
consideration of the subject be postponed till that day. 


RELATIONS WITH MEXICO. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on Foreign Rela 
tions, made (he following report: 

The Committee on Foreign ‘Relations, to which 
was referred the message of the President of the 
United States of the sixth instant, with the accom- 
pany documents, on the subject of the present state 
of our relations with Mexico, report: 

That they have given to this subject that serious 
and deliberate consideration which its importance 
demands, and which any circumstances calculated 
to interrupt our friendly relations with the Mexi+ 
can Republic would necessarily insure. From the 
documents submitted to the committee, in appears, 
that ever since the revolutien of 1822, which se- 
perated Mexico from Spain, and even for:some 
years before, the Uhited States have had repeated 
causes of just complaint against the Mexican au- 
thorities. From time to time, as these insults and 
injuries have occurred, demands for satisfaction 
and redress have been made by our sucecssive 
public Ministers at the city of Mexico; but almost 
all these demands have hitherto proved unavailing. 

It might have been expected that after the date 
of the treaty of amity, commerce, and navigation, > 
concluded between the two Republics on the fifth 
day of April, one thousand eight hundred and thir- 
ty-ene, these causes of complaint would have gens- 
ed to exist. That treaty so clearly defines the 
rights and the duties of the respective parties, that 
it seems almost impossible to misunderstand or to 
mistake them. The commitiee, notwithstanding, 
regret to be compelled to state that all the causes 
of complaint against Mexico, which have been spe- 
cially noticed in the correspondence referred to 
them, have occurred since the conclusion of this 
treaty. ; z 

We forbear from entering into any minule de- 
tail of our grievances. The enumeration of each 
individual cage, with its attendant circumstances, 
even if the committee were in possession of suff- 
cient materials to make such a compilation, is ren- 
dered unnecessary, from the view which they have 
taken of the subject. These cases are all referred 
to in the document No. 81, entitled “ Claims on: 
Mexico,” in the letter of instructions from Mr. For- 
syth to Mr. Ellis, of the 20th of July, 1836, and in 
the subsequent correspondence between Mr. Ellis 
and Mr. Monasterio, the acting Mexican Minister 
of Foreign Affairs. ` i 

Ifthe Government of the United States: were 
disposed to exact sirict and prompt redress from 
Mexico, yonr committee might, with justice, Te- 
commend an immediate resort to war or’ to repri- 
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hearty assent to the following sentiments contained 
in the message of the President. He says, “the 
length. of time since some of the injuries have been 
committed, the repeated and unavailing applications 
for redress, the wanton character of some of the 
outrages upon the preperty and persons of our citi- 

_ zens, and upon the officers and flag of the United 
States, independent of recent insults to this Go- 
yernment and people by the late extraordinary 
Mexican Minister, would justify, in the eyes of all 
nations, immediate: war. That remedy, however, 
should not be used by just and generous . nations, 
confiding in their strength, for injuries committed, 
if it can be honorably avoided; and ithas occurred 
tome that, considering the present embarrassed 
condition of that country, we should act with both 
wisdom and moderation, by giving to Mexico onë 
more opportunity to atone for the past before we 
take redress into our own hands ” 

In affording this opportunity to the Mexican Go- 
yernment, the committee would suggest the pro- 
priety of pursuing the form required by the thirty- 
fourth article & the treaty with Mexico, in all the 
cases to which it may be applicable. This article 
provides, that, “if (what indeed cannot be ex- 
pected) any of the articles contained in the present 
treaty shall be violated or infracted in any manner 
whatever, it is stipulated that neither of the con- 
tracting parties will order or authorize any acts of 
reprisal, nor declare war against the other, on 
complaints of injuries or damages, until the said 
party considering itself offended, shall first have 
presented to the other a statement of such injuries 
or damages, verified by competent proofs, and de- 
manded justice and satisfaction, and the same shall 
have been either refused or unreasonably delayed.” 

After such a demand, should prompt justice be 
refused by the Mexican Government, we may ap- 

. peal to all nations, not only for the equity and 
moderation with which we shall have acted towards 
a sister Republic, but for the necessity which will 
then compel us to seek redress for our wrongs, 
either by actual war, or by reprisals. The subject 
will then be presented before Congress, at the com- 
mencement of the next session, in a clear and dis- 
tinct form; and the committee cannot doubt but 
that such measures will be immediately adopted as 
may be necessary to vindicate the honor of the 
country, and insure ample repardtion to our injured 
fellow-citizens. They leave the mode and manner 
ef making this demand to the President of the 
United States. 

_ . Before concluding their report, the committee 
deem it necessary to submit a few remarks upon 
the conduct of Mr: Gorostiza, the late Envoy Ex- 
traordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
Mexican Republic to the United States. Jn regard 
to that functionary, they concur fully in opinion 
with Mr. Forsyth, that he was under the influence 
of prejudices, which distorted and discolored every 
object which he saw whilst in this country. On 
the 15th of October, 1836, he terminated his mis- 
sion by demanding his passports. And for what 
reason? Because the President refused to recall 
the orders which he had issued to the general com- 
manding the forces of the United States in the 
vicinity of Texas, directing him ‘to pass the fron- 
tier, should it be found a necessary measure of 
self defence; but prohibiting him from pursuing this 
course, unless the Indians were actually engaged 
in hostilities against. the citizens of the ‘United 
States, or he had undoubted evidence that such 
hostilities were intended, and wfe actually pre- 
paring within the Mexican Territory. 

A civil war was then raging in Tèxas: The 
Texan troops occupied positions between the forces 
of Mexico and the warlike and restless tribes of 
Indians along the frontiers of the United States. It 
was manifest that Mexico could not possibly re- 
strain by force these tribes within her limits, from 
hostile incursions upon the inhabitants of ‘the Uni- 
ted States, as she had ergaged todo by the 33d 
article of the treaty. No matter how strong may 
have been her inclination, the ability was entirely 
wanting. Under such circumstances, what be- 
came the uty of the President of the United 
States? Ifhe entertained reasonable apprehensions 
that these savages meditated an atiack from the 


Mexican territory against the defenceless citizens 
along our frontier, was he obliged to order our 
troops to stand'upon the. line, and wait until the 
Indians, who know no rule of warfare, but indis- 
criminate carnage and plunder, should actually in- 
vade our territory? To state the proposition, is to 
answer the question. _ Under such circumstances, 
our forces had aright, both by. the law of nations, 
and the great and universal law of self-defence, to 
take a position in advance of our frontier, in the 
country inhabited by these savages, for the purpose 
of preventing and restraining their incursions. 

The Sabine is so distant froni Washington that 
it became absolutely necessary to entrust this dis- 
cretionary: power to the commanding general. If 
the President had not issued such orders in advance, 
all the evils might have been inflicted before the 
remedy couldhave been applied; and in that event, 
che would have been justly responsible for the mur- 
ders and devastation which might have been com- 
mitted by the Mexican Indians on citizens of the 
United States.. - 

‘When. these discretionary orders were “issued to 
General Gaines, they were immediately communi- 
cated to Mr. Gorostiza, in the most frank and 
friendly spirit. The fullest explanations of the 
whole proceeding were made to him, and he was 
over and over again assured that this occupation of 
the Mexican territory, should it become necessary, 
would be of a limited, temporary and purely de- 
fensive character, «nd should continue no longer 
than the danger existed; that the President solemn- 
ly disclaimed any intention of occupying the terri- 
tory beyond the Sabine, with the view of taking 
possession of it as belonging to the United States; 
and that this military movement should, produce 
no efect whatever upon the boundary question. 

The committee believe that Mr. Gorostiza ought 
to have been satisfied with these explanations, but 
they failed to produce any effect npon his mind. 
Without instructions from his Government, he re- 
tired from his mission upon his own responsibility. 
This was not all. Before he left the United States, 
he published a pamphlet, containg a portion of his 
correspondence with our Government, and with his 
own; from which latter it appears, that whilst en- 
gaged upon the business of his special mission 
here, he was making charges of bad faith against 
the United States to the Mexican Secretary of 
Foreign Relations. The committee will not en- 
large upon the glaring impropriety of such con- 
duct. The publication of such a pamphlet by a 
foreign Minister, in the country to which he has 
been accredited, before taking his departure, can 
be considered in no other light than as an appeal 

to the people against the acts of their own Govern- 
ment. Itwas a gross violation of that diplomatic 
courtesy which ought ever to be observed between 
independent nations, and deserves the severest con- 
demnation. This act was still more extraordinary, 
when we consider that it almost immediately fol- 
lowed the noteof Mr. Dickins to him of the 20th 
October, 1836, assuring him that the President 
would instruct Mr, Ellis to make such explanations 
to the Mexican Government of the conduct of tha 
of the United States as he believed would be satis- 
factory. 

The committee regret to learn, from the note of 
Mr. Ellis to Mr. Forsyth of the 9th December last, 
that the Mexican Government has publicly ap- 
proved of the conduct of its Minister whilst in the 
United States. They trust that a returning sense 
of justice may induce it to reconsider this determi- 
nation. They are willing to believe that it never 
could have been made, had that Government. pre- 
viously received the promised explanation of the 
President contained in the letter of Mr. Forsyth to 
Mr. Ellis of the 10th December, 1836, which, un- 
fortunately, did not reach Mexico until after the 
latter had taken his departure. This letter, with 
the President’s message at the commencement of 
the present session of Congress, cannot fail to con- 
vince the Mexican Government; how much they 
have been misled by the representations of their 
Minister. 

After a full consideration of all the circumstar- 
ces, the committee recomraend the adoption of the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Senate concur in opinion with 
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* sais. On this subject, however, they give their 


the President of the United States, that another de- 
mand ought to be made for the redress ofour griev- 
ances from the Mexican Government, the mode 
and manner of which, under the 34th article of the 
treaty, so far asit may he applicable, are properly 
confided to his discretion. They cannot doubt, from 


` the justice of our-claims, that this demand will re- 


sult in speedy redress; but should they be disap- 
pointed in this reasonable expectation, a state of 
things will then have occurred which will make it 
the imperative duty of Congress promptly to consi- 
der what further measures may be required by the 
honor of the nation, and the rights of our injured 
fellow-cilizens. Š 

On motion of Mr. MORRIS, two thousand extra copies of 
the report were ordered to'be printed; after which 

The Senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SATURDAY, Feb, 18, 1837. 

Mr. JENIFER, on leave, from the select committee te which 
the memorial of certain tobacco planters had been referred, 
made a report, accompanic'! by_a Joint resolution, which latter 
was read twice; and lies on the Speaker’s table; and, on My. Fs 
motion, 5000 extra copies of the report were ordered to be 
printed. $ 

The resolution is as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United Stutes of America in Congress assembled, That 
the President of the United States be instructed to request ihe 
Ministers and other representatives of this country, in France, 
England, Russia, Prussia, Holland and Germany, to negotiate 
with the respective Governments by which they are accredited, 
for a modification of the duties and restrictions upon tobacco 
imported from the United States; and that he be, also requ 
to appoint special-agents to negotiate in like manner witht 
Governments of those countries into which tobacco is import 
under similar restrictions, that have no accredited representa- 
tive from the United States. 

, TEXAS. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, to 
whom the President’s message, and sundry memorials in rela- 
tion to Texas, had been referred, reported the folowing resolu- 
tions: 

Resolved, by the House of Representatives of the United 
States, That the independence of the Government of Texas 
ought to be recognised. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be di- 
rected to provide in the bill for civil and diplomatic expenses 
of the Government, a salary and outfit for such public agent 
as the President may determine to send to Texas— 

Which were read, and laid on the Speakers table. 

Mr, DROMGOOLZE, from the Commitee on Foreign Affairs, 
reported a bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Bers. 
Janin Hodges, deceased; which was read twice, and commit- 
ted. 3 

On motion of Mr, BYNUM, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from Jackson, in Northampton county, North 
Carolina, to Picksquare, in the said county and. State. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication from 
the War Department, transmitting a reportin relation to the 
enrvey of the harbor of Whitehall, in compliance with a reso- 
lution of the Honse; which, on motion of Mr. CHAPIN, was or- 
dered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

The SPEAKER also Jaid before the Housea communication 
from the War Department, in compliance with a resoiution of 
the House, giving information in relation to charts of the har- 
bors of Provinceton and Holmeshole; which were laid on the 
table, and orderedto be printed. 

R. M. WHITNEY’S CASE. 

The examination of evidence in the case of R. M. Whincy 
for analleged contempt of the House was continued up to 10 
o’clock, P. M.; when the Counsel for the prissner having closed 
the testimony on which he relies for justification, 

On motion, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, February 20, 1837. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of Seth Greer, amex 
chant of the city of New York, praying for a repeal of the 
duties on gloves: referrcd to the Committee on Financ 

Mr. PRENTISS presente stition from sundry ¢ 
Vermont, praying for the abolition of slavery inthe 3 
Columbia. À . 

ar, PRESTON objected to the reception of the petition; 
ang 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the question of reception was 
taig on the table. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of M 
referred to the Committee on Naval Ail 

Aiso the petition of William G Reynoids and others; which 
was referred to (he Committee on Finance. 

Mr. EWING of illinois presented the petition of sundry 
citizens ef Ilinois, praying for the establishment of a poi 
ronie. referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

vaas, 

Mr. BAYARD presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
pelaware, praying for the improvement of a post route; 
which was rejerred to the Commutee on the Post Office and 
Pest Roads. p 

Mr. CLAY presented the petition ofa large number of pe 
styling themselves American authors, and fri 
praying that the laws in relation to copy rights may be so 
amended as to extend their benefits to foreign authors; laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ROBBINS presented the petition of Michae! Queen 
pray ing for a pension: referred to the Committee on Pensio ne 

Mr, LINN presented the memorial and documents of Jona- 
than Crow, late asergeant of the United States army, praying 
for a pension: referred to the Committee on Pensions. g 

Mr. RIVES presented the memorial of the Trusices of th 


ia Rabbit; which was 


University of Virginia, on the subject of the laws relating te 
copy rights: laid on the table. 

Mr. RIVES also presented the petitien of sundry citizens of 
the beroughof Norfolk, Virginia, praying for the increase of 
compensation of the clerk of the federal court at that place: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, to which had 
been referred the resolution of the Senate of the 5th of Janu- 
ary last, relative to compensations for agents and attorneys, of 
claims under the treaties with France and Naples, where the 
amount awarded has bsen detained for debts due the United 
States, reported a bill for that purpose; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr, WRIGHT, from the same committee, reported without 
amendment the bill anticipating the payment of the indemnity 
due to Americun citizens under the French and Neapolitan 
treaties, and moved that the bill he taken up and considered at 
once. ; 

This motion requiring unanimous consent, Mr. CALHOUN 
objected, and the bill was not taken up. 

Mr. KING of Georgia, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to which had been referred the petition of Thomas L. Winthrop 
and oihers, directors of an association cailed the New England 
Mississippi Land Company, reported a bill for their relief; which 
was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr, SOUTHARD, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to 
which had been referred the message of the President of the 
United States, transmitting surveys of the ports of the United 
States south of the Chesapeake, to ascertain the most eligible 
place fora southern naval depot, together with the memorial of 
the ¢itizens of Charleston, S. C. on the subject, made a special 

report thereon, which was ordered to be printed. 

* Mr. SOUTHARD, from the same committee, to which had 
been referred the bill to establish a naval academy, reported 
the same: without amendment, 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported 
with amendments the bill making appropriations for the cur- 
rent expenses of the Indian department, and for fulfiting the 
stipulations of certain Indian treaties; and 

Mr. W. gave notice that he wonid call vp this bill to-morrow. 

The joint resolution making anappropriation for purchasing 
certain manuscripts of the late Mr. Madison, was taken up and 
read the third time, and after a debate, in which it was support- 
ed by Messrs. PRESTON, CRITTENDEN, RIVES, and CLAY, 
and opposed by Messrs. CALHOUN and NILES, it was pass- 
ed, yeas 33, nays L4, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Bayard, Benton, Black, Brown, Buchanan, 
Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Cimbkbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hen- 
dricks, Kent, Linn, Lyon, McKean, Mouton, Norvell, Parker, 
Preston, Rives, Robbins, Robingon, Southard, Spence, Strange, 
Tallmadge, Walker, Wall, Webster, White, and Wright—33 

NAYS—Messys, Calhoun, Davis, Hubbard, King of Ala- 
bama, Knight, Moore, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Page, Prentiss, 
Ruggles, Swift, and Tipton—I+. 

The Senate took up; as the unfinished business, the adjust- 
ment of certain claims to reservations of lands under the four- 
teenth article of the treaty of 1830 with the Choctaw Indians; 
and, after an amendment, on motion of Mr. WHITE, the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The following bills were severally read the second time, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading: 


A bill to provide for the enlistment of boys in the naval ser- - 


vice orthe United States, and to extend the term for the enlist- 
ment ofseamen. 

A bill in addition to an actto provide more effectually for the 
settlement of accounts between the United States and receivers 
of pants moneys. A 

he bill for the relief of Tench Ringgold. 

The bill authorizing certain internal improvements inthe Ter- 
ritory of Florida. 

The bill making appropriations for certain internal improve- 
ments in the Territory of Florida. 

A bill to authorise the Gainsville and Narketa rail road com- 
pany, to locate a railroad through the public lands. 

A bill te authorize the Ohio railroad company to locate a rail- 
road through the public lands, 

A bill for the completion of certain bridges and roads in the 
Territory of Florida; and, K 

A bill making appropriations for the completion of certain 
military roads in the State of Arkansas. j 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, , , 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of Executive busi- 
ness, and after spending sometime therein, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, February 20, 1837. 

The reading of the journal of the proceedings of Saturday oc- 
eupied upwards of an hour, after which the House resumed the 
investigation of the charge against Reusen M. Wuuirney, for 
an alleged contempt in refusing to obey the summons of the se- 
lect committee of which the Hon. Henry A. Wiss was chair- 
man. 

The examination of witnesses was resumed, and continued 
until near seven o’clock, when Mr. LANE offered a resolution 
that R. M. Whitney be discharged from custody. 

The previous question having been moved and seconded by 
the House, the resolution was adopted—ayes 102, noes 70. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Turspay, February 21, 1887. 

Mr. RIVES said, that in consequence of a misapprehension 
of the title of the bill, he yesterday voted yea on the bill, au- 
thorizing certain internal improvementsin Florida. His vote was 
in the negative, and he wished, with the general consent of the 
Senate to have it corrected on the journal. 

The journal was corrected accordingly. 

Mr. HURBARD presented the credentials of the honorable 
FRANKLIN Pearce, elected a Senator from the State of 
New Hampshire, to serve for six years from the 4th of March 
next. 

Mr. DAVIS presented three petitions from sundry citizens of 
Massachusetts; and re 

Mr. KNIGHT presented a petition from sundry citizens of 
Rhode Island; severally praying for the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia. ee 

Mr, WALKER objected to tha reception of the petitions as 
they were presented; ‘and 
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On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, they- were laid on the table. 

Mr. EWING ef Ilinois presented the petition ef sundry citi- 
zens of Illinois, on the subject of the public lands; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the petiuon of Alexander H. 
Ereren; which was referred te the Committee on Foreign Re- 

ations. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee ou Finance, to which 
had been recommitted the petition of the sureties of James 
Manning, late collector of Beaufort, North Carolina, reported a 
DIL tor their relief; which was read and ordered to a second 
reading. - : 

On motion of Mr. TOMLINSON, the Committee on Pensions 
was discharged from the further consideration of the resolution 
directing an inquiry into the expediency of establishing a pen- 
sion agency in Illinois. 

Mr. LYON, on leave, introduced a bill granting five per cent. 
of the nett proceeds of the sales of lands in that State, from the 
Ist January, 1834, to 1st July, 1835, for internal improvements: 
read twice and referred. 

Mr. BUCHANAN gave notice that he would, on Thursday 
next, ask the Senate to take up and consider the report of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations on the subject of our relations 
with Mexico. 

Mr. PRESTON submitted the following resolution, which 
was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War shall be authorized to 
extend the experiments on fire-arms, under the resolution of the 
2istof January last, to such ovher improved guns as may be pra- 
sented to him, when in his judgment the improvement is such 
as to authorize the experiment. 

Mr. TOMLINSON submitted the following resolution, which 
was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of reviving the act ef May 24, 1822, 
to provide for persons who were disabled by known wounds 
received in the revolutionary war. 

The following bills were severally read the third time and 

assed: - 

The bill for the adjustment of certain claims to reservations 
ef laids under the Mth article of the treaty with the Choctaw 
Indians; 

The bill to provide for the enlistment of boys in the naval 
service, and to extend the term for the enlistment of seamen; 

The bili for the retief of Tench Ringgold; 

The bili to authorize certain internal improvements in the 
territory of Florida; 

The bill for the completion of certain internal improvements 
in t@ territory of Florida; 

The bill to authorize the location of the Gainaville and Nar- 
keta railroad, chartered by theSiates of Alabama and Mississip- 
pi, through the public lands; 

The bill to authorize the hio Railroad Company to locate a 
railroad through the public lands; 

The bill for the completion ef the improvement of certain 
rivers and roads in Florida; 

The bill making appropriation to complete a certain military 
road in Arkansas; yeas 26, nays 15—as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, Clay, Clayton, 
Cuthbert, Davis, Ewing of Ilnois, Fulton, Grundy, Hen- 
dricks, Kent, Lina, McKean, Nicholas, Norvell, Robbins, Ro- 
binson, Sevier, Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, 
Webster, Wright-——26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Black, Brown, Calhoun, !King of Alabama, 
King of Georgia, Knight, Moore, Mooris, Page, Parker, Pres- 
ton, Rives, Strange, Tomlinson, Wall—15. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved thavtke previous orders be postponed, 
and that the bill to alter and amend the several acts imposing 
duties on imports be taken up. k , 

Mr. CLAY observed that there were parts of the bill which 
ought unquestionably to pass, while there were two or three 
objects contained in it which ought not, unless Senators desir- 
ed to violate the compromise act. He wished to knew whether 
the Senator from New York intended that the bijl should pass 
in its present shape? : g 

Mr. WRIGHT said it was impossible for him to answer the 
question. He could only say that his desire was, that the Se- 
nate should take up and act upon the bill, and he would abide 
by their judgment. He would tell the Senator from Kentucky 
that he was not instructed to moye to strike out any part of the 
bill. 

Mr. CALHOUN was understood to say that the time had ar- 
rived when it was desirable that Congress should make what 
reduction they possibly could, so agg bring down the revenue 
to the wants of the Government. . 

Mr. WALKER said that he should vote against the motion 
to take up the bill, because his own was made prior to it, rela- 
tive to taking up the resolution for the acknowledgment of the 
independence of Texas. He hoped, therefore, the Senate would 
indulge him by preceeding to the consideration of the resolu- 
uon. 

Mr. CALHOUN should be glad if the Senator from New 
York would give the gentleman from Mississippi an opportu- 
nity of having his resolution acted upon. He presumed it 
would not occupy avy length of time. . ae 

Mr. WRIGHT would take a refusal to act on this bill now as 
tantamount to a defeat of the object in view, during the present 
session, as that was drawing fast toa close, and there might not 
be time hereafter. He would ask for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, z 

Mr. CLAY said he should now move, after the declaration 
of the Senator from New York, to take up the bill. Je wanted 
to see what remained of the policy of protection, and was cesi- 
rous that the committee shouid come out, and let the country 
k hat their intention was. 3 ` 
know Taa thought that this very important bill should 
be taken up. He held that it was an indispensable duty of Con- 
gress to reduce the revenue as farasthey could without touch- 
ing romise act. . . 
EN CALHOUN, from all he had heard relative to the bill, 
should feel himself constrained to vote for the motion of the Se- 
nator from New York. it was late in the session, and if the bil 
was to be considered at all, ne time was to be lost. i 

Mr. WALKER said that, under allthe circumstances ef the 
case, he would consent to withdraw his motion. . 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that the Legislature of Pennsylvania 
had passed a resolution instructing their Senators to “oppose 
the passage of any bill which may have for its object any re- 
duction whatever inthe present tariff, as established by the pro- 


_ visions of the act of Congress. passed on the second day of 


March, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-three,” This 


instruction had. not yet yet been: transmitted.to him. bythe 
Governor, but, he had received a copy of it from. a‘ffiend at 
Harrisburg. He presumed that the principle: on: which the 
Legislature proceeded was, that it might ba dangerous to. the 
interests of the State to touch the compromise, and that one 


departure trom it might lead to another, until at last the pro- ` 


tection which it afforded might be altogether withdrawn. 


Feeling the most profound respect, as he did, for the Legisla- 


ture ef his own State, still he trusted that he might:be permitted 


to say, had it not been for these instructions, he should have 
voted te repeal the duty on every article which di not inier- 
fere; directly or indirectly, with any of the great Interests of 
the country. In pursuing this course, he should riot have sup- 
posed that he was violating the spirit and intention of ihe 


compromise act. On the contrary, he should have veted thus. . 


in order to protect these interests, upon the principle of throw- 
ing heavy ard useless lumber overboard, in order to. protect 
the valuable portion of the cargo, He-bowed with deference, 
however, to these instructions, and they should be bis rule of 
action. He would therefore vete against reducing or repealing 
any duty whatever. : . 

Mr. CLAY intimated thathe should hardly think the Legisia- 
ture meant to go so far as the Senator from Pennsylvania had 
indicated he would go. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he could not but feel much indebted 
to the Senator from Kentucky for his cominemary upon his 
r. B’s) instructions. He should, however, take the liberty of 
construing them for Limeelf. They were free from all ambi- 
guity, They were clear and explicit. 

The question being taken on taking up the bill was deter- 
mined inthe affirmative, as follows: a 

YEAS—Messxs. Bayard, Benton, Black, Brown, Calhoun, 
Clay, Clayton, Cuthbert, Davis, Ewirg of Hinois, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hendricks. Hubbard, King of Alabama, King of Geor- 
gia, Knight, Linn, Lyon, Moore, Morris, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Page, Parker, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Robinson, Southard, 
Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Tou.:linson, Walker, Wall, Web. 
ster, White, and Wright—88. 


NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Kent, McKean, Robbing, Sevier, ` 


Spence, and Tipton—7 . 

The bill having been taken up and read through, 

Mr. WEBSTER moved to strike out twelve articles of a drug 
kind; which was agreed to without a division. ` 

Mr. SEVIER moved to retain three of the articles stricken 
from the bill, viz: “quinine, salts, and calomel.” The motion 
was losi—yeas 19, nays 24. 

Mv. DAVIS moved to strike out “ worsted yarn,” upon which 
there is a duty of 20 per cent; which was, after a few remarks 
from Messrs. Davis, Wright, Preston, and Grundy, agreed to. 

Mr, DAVIS then moved to strike out “olive oil, but the 
motion did not prevail. . 

Mr. WALL moved to strike out “porcelam and earthern 
wares.” y 

Mr. NORVELL demanded the yeas and nays, in order that, 
as this might be cqpsidered a test question, whether the Senate 
would or would not interfere with the compromise, the opi- 
nions of Senators on that subject might be ascertained. They 
were ordered accordingly. i 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that the South had a deep interest 
in the compromise bill, the terms of which were, that. all the 
duties were to be gradually reduced down ‘to the year 1842. 
According to his calculation at the time, if the imports did not 
increase, there should be a reduction of twg millions annu- 
ally. He would tell Senators, on all sides, that for no little or 
paltry consideration, as the reduction of duties to the amount 
of fifty or one hundred thousand dollars, shouid induce him to 
give up the advantages which the South had in the compro- 
mise bil. And let him tell southern gentlemen, their interests 
were greatly involved in pursuing this course, and that they 
would injure themselves if they gave up the ‘strong hold. they 
had upon that bill. The Senators from the southern States 
would find, before this small bill should be got. through, how 
difficult it was to take off duties. 

He remembered that when he firet came to Congress, an old 
and sagacious firiend told him that he would see that it was 
much mote difficult te repeal, than to lay on taxes. He (Mr, 
C.) was astonished at the time, but he had long since found the 
remark to be strictly correct.. He was persuaded that if gentle- 
men should commit the eggregious folly of yielding the advan: 
tages they possessed by this compromise bill they would pay 
for it hercafter. 

Gentlemen opposite called upon southern gentlemen to re- 
spect the bill. For his own part, he would say. that he would 
not disturb the compromise ect, When it passed, he voted for 
it, as he would have done for any other bill, and in doing so, he 
did not feel himself governed by any pledge, in case there 
should be an excess of revenue, l stand here, (concluded 
Mr. C.) upon the advantages which have been given me. T, 
for ene, will not act in any manner calculated “to disturb the 
advantages which the people of the northern States have now; 
but I do claim that they shall not disturb the advantages which 
we shall have hereafter. Going upon that ground, ‘all that I 
ask is, taking into full consideration the tariff interests, that all 
duties, which may be deemed desirable of more than 20 per 
cent. shallbe taken off. „But duties of less than 28 per cent- 
Cunless some specia) reason can be assigned to the conwary,) I 
will vote to repeal. Ihave taken my position, and Thbelieve it 
te be perfectly strong, and such as my constituents demand, 
and, with due deference to other southera Senators, what their 
constituents would approve. es 

Mr. WEBSTER expressed his hope that, considering the 
late period of the session at which this bill was taken up for 
action, and the great want of information iu regard to many 
items, the Senate would leave out every thing: that was ofa 
doubtful character. To do so, he thought, would be to pursue 
the part of wisdom; for they might, in the absence of the requi- 
site information, legislate to the injury of some branch or other 
of the mercantile or manufacturing community. 


Mr. CUTHBERT asked what articles, or what’ interests, 
were protected by the Constitution? Interests not in existence. 
Interests brought into existence by the legislation of Congress, 
Was not that plain? Let gentlemen, if they could, put their 
finger upon that part of the Constitution stating that certain in- 
terests were to be protected by passing prospective laws and 
protective duties. No; they could not do this. He would ask, 
then, whether the imposition of new duties, or the continuation 
of existing ones, were to be made to operate against the. adòp- 
tion of a particular course, however benefiejal it might bedeem- 
ed? Mr C. went on te iljustrate his position, and then asked, 
were they to be prevented, because it was necessary fo protect 
anew manulagturing exigblichment oy te, which had erg 

aa 


somone 


: obliged to pay de 


np ance:the compromise bill was passed, from repealing cer- 
iain duties?’ -Was à single manufacturing: establishment to 
‘come forward ss an insuperable obstacle to doing an act which 
‘would benefit the country generally? The great object in view 
was to bring: down the revenue to the legitimate wants of the 
. Government; and, in performing that duty, Senators were not 

bli ference to’ single requests of this sort.. He 
‘cared not what the Senators from Massachusetts and Kentucky 
gaidas to the necessity. of not violating the compromise Nor 
did-he*admit at all, as: the Senators from South Carolina and 
Tennessee seemed to do, the binding force of the compromise 


_ Mx, CALHOUN esplaiied that-he had used no such expres- 
‘gion as “binding force.” Mr. C. had said that he would only 


fake that part which was but fair and honorable to the north, 
“while he at t me time, looked, forward to’ the advantages 
, which won ige, and which were decidedly in favor of the 


‘south. ‘Therefore it was that he would not disturh the com- 


romise. . ; 
F After a few words from Messrs. CLAY, CUTHBERT, WALL 
and NORVELL, the question was taken on striking out, and it 
was agreed to: i 
YEAS—Messrs, Bayard, Black, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, 
Clayton, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Hendricks, Kent, Knight, 
McKean, Nicholas, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Southard, Swift, 
` Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, Wall, Webster and White—24. 
-| NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Cuthbert, Ewing of Minois, 
Fulton, ‘Hubbard, King of Alabama, Linn, Mouton, Niles, 
Norvell, Page, Parker, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Strange, Walker and Wright—20, 
`- Mr. DAVIS moved to strike out “common salt? from the 
duty free articles; and after a debate. in which Messrs. BEN- 
TON, DAVIS, WRIGHT and PRESTON participated, 
On. motion of Mr. DAVIS, 
The. Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
` TUESDAY, Feb. 21, 1837. 

Some conversation took place in relation to a proposed 
amendment by Mr. PIOKENS of the journal of yesterday’s 
proceedings; which resulted in the motion being disagreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS, on leave, presented a Jettex froin the Governor 
of Massachusetts, in relation to a claim. z 

Mr. ADAMS moved a suspension ofthe tules, for the purpose 
x calling the &tates in their order for petitions and memoriais: 

` Tost: ° Š 
Mr: HARDIN, on leave, presented a petition for a post route 
in the Stute of Kentucky, 

Mr. HAYNES made an ineffectual attempt to affer a resolu- 
tton calling for certain information from one of the Executive 
Departments, . 

Mr. VIN'TON moved a suspension of the rule, for the pur- 
pose of laying on the table an amendment he intonded to offer 
tothe land biil from the Senate, whenever that bill shoul be 

" taken up inthe House, ` 

Mr. WILIAMS of North Carolina asked forthe yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and were-—yeas 94, nays 69. 

Ko the House refused to suspend the rule, two-thirds not vot- 
ing in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. GALBRAITH, Mr. SPRICHT of North 

- Carolina was excused Irom further attendance on the select 


| committee on an amendment of the Constitution of the United 


States; and, on motion of Mr. CRAIG, the Cram was autho- 
ized tofill up the vacancy: ` 


TEXAS. 


"Phe first business in order waa the consideration of the fol- 


lowing resolutions, reported on Saturday last, by Mr. How arp, 
fram the Committee on Foreign Afairs: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives of the United 

States, ‘That the independence of the Gevernment of Texas 

ought to be recognised. 

‘Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be di- 
rected to provide, in the bill for the civil and diplomatic ex- 
pensos of; the Government, a salary and auttic for such public 
agent as the President may determine to sond to Texas. 

Mr, HOWARD said he should feel that it would not be kind 
OF courtwous to the other committees of the House, for him to 
press the consideration of these resolutions at the presenttime, 


to the exclusion of reporta from all the other committees of 


the Mouse, when they had been prevented for ten days or two 
weeks from making their reports; especially as the House had 
been kind enough to permit the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
to. introduce this report at an unusual hour. Ie was, there- 
fore, not disposed to presa the consideration of this report to- 
day, with’a view that the other committees might have leave 
to bring in their reports. He wauld inquire, however, of the 
Crain, if he moved its postponement te Thursday next, whe- 
ther it would then come up in anticipation of all other re- 
porte. 
che CHAIR said If the report was post 
on that day it would be first in order, un 
unfinished report on the table. 

Mr. HOWARD then moved to‘poatpone the further conside- 
tenen E A tant roni Thuraday next. 

¥ b th Catoling inquired | j 

was debate, Ke a ‘arolina inquired if that motion 

‘The CHAM replied that it wag, but the debate was contine 
SOE DEON limits, : “Lhe nierits of the g@@stion oul eels 


Mr. THOMPSON of South 


oned toa day certain, 
ess there should be an 


; r Cayolina said he had it- 
ing during the whole of the present session for an fates 
to say something on this subject, and had given precedence 
to other matters, over which he consideret this su ject, in all 
its’ bearings, as the most important which had come before 
the House at the present session. He presumed that, when 
the House considered that this report would not have a just 
Participation, considering its superior importance, with the 
other reports of the House, they would not new. postpone it. 
and give it the go-by. Now that they had it before the House’ 
he asked of ‘the Itiends of Texas to stand by it, and yield to 
nothing. He was reluctant to exclude other reports, but he 
regarded this matter as of the greatest importance, and ceuld 
not consent that this resolution should be postponed. This re- 
port had come in ata very late period of the session, and he did 
not then wish to see it put off still later, when discussion, and 
even the consideration of it, would have to give way to other 
matters ; 

Mr. HAMER rose to iriquire whether this report could not be 
passed by with the general consent of the House, so that it would 
come up the first thing tomorrow morning, 


` CONGRESSIONAL GROBE. 


The CHAIR said by the general consent of the House, this 
might be done. Ss =. Es 

Mr. PICKENS calied upon the. friends of Texas natto post- 
pene these resolutions for a single day, for he understood it the 
motion of the Chairman of the Committee of Foreign Affairs 
prevailed, that if there was an unfinished report on the 
Speaker’s- table, om that day it would take precedence of these 
resolutions, and -exclude -their consideration ;+and was it 
not reasonable to suppose there would. be such a report 
undisposed of at this period of the session? A motion to post 
pone to Thursday, at this period ef the session, was an indefi- 
nite postponement—certainly net so intended by the honorable 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs—but from the 
position of the business of the House, at the present ume, such 
must inevitably be the consequence. H they admitted, or per- 
mitted, it to be postponed, even if it did come up in the mom- 
ing hour, when the hour of twelve o’clock arrived. other busi- 
ness might be called up, and of course this report would be ex- 
cluded; and he would suggest the propriety, in fact the absolute 
duty, ofevery gentleman who was favorable to these resolutions, 
to keep them in their present situation. He had no objection 
to proceed to the orders of the day, but he must object to this 
subject being postponed. i 

Mr. WHITE LESEY of Ohio wonid suggest the propriety of 
allowing the standing coimmiitees to report, and Jet these reso- 
lutions retain their place on the Speaker’s table until to- 
morrow. ; 

Mr. HAMER was perfectly willing to pass the resolutions 
by to-day, if they would come up on to-morrow moming, but 
he could not consent to a postponement. N 

The CHAIR remarked, that if this report was passed by with 
the general consent of the House, it would be the first report 
in order on to-morrow morning; andaf it was postponed until 
Thursday, it would be the report im order on that ¢ 
unless some report should then be under discussion and undis- 
posed of. 

Mr. HAMER said for that very reason he conld not vote for a 
postponement of this report, as in human probability some 
report would come up between thisand that ume. 

Mr. C. ALLAN saidas the motion of the chairman of the 
Commities on Moreign Affiirs misht have some wundie influ- 
ence, he wished to'state to the House, that that motion could be 
considered in no ether light rnan as the motion ofan individual 
member or the House. Ge felt aut to state, that the ma- 

s dil not concur in 


tto the frionuds of this 


jority of the Committee on For 
that motion. 


While up he world sug 


, the pron 
ent vote upon them, without entering ino a discuss 
rits of the resolutio) 
Mr. HOWARD m 
Afairs had hell a 
man from Kearae 
quently, he wa- nol 
the subject of conversation jn the com 
he had submitted Yo the Ho 
give of the feelings of the ¢ 
them, [twas ontot te 
other committees, awl of alov 
ik to bring in ihe 
Ii, however, this report © 
consent of the Hous), so 
porumity of making their reports, 
Bouwh Carolina would waive his ohjections and Jet the resolu- 
tions he over until to-morrow, the object he had in view would 
be accomplished, and he would be perfectly satisfied, 

Mr. HARD inquired if it would ba in order to move to Jay the 
resolutions on the table 

The CHATR said it wonld, 

Mr. IARD then mage that motion. 

Mr. BOYD called for the yeas and nays thereon, which were 
ordered. 

Mr. HARD withdrew. the motion to lay on the table; and 

Mr. INGERSOLL renewed it; whereupon 

Mr. BOYD again called for the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and were—yeas 98, nays £6. 

So the motion to lay the resolutions on the table was decided 
in the afirmative. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky statod that he had voted in the 
affirmative with the express view of moving a reconsideration 
of this vote. He believed the majority of that Ffouse were the 
friends of Texas, and of the immediate recognition of its inde- 
pendence, and, uncer gt itnpression, he mover! a reconsidera- 
ton of the vote by which the resolutions had been laid on the 
table. 

Mr. MANN of N, Y. said this was a question of very great 
importance, but he thought it premature, and at variance with 
the settledrpolicy of this Government; he therefore moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table, and, on that “motion, 
called for the yeas and nays, which were ordered, 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Ky. moved a call of the House. 

Mr. BOYD called for the yeasand pays, which were ordered, 
and were—yeas 78, nays 108, 

So the House refused to order the cail, and the question re- 

curring upon the motion to lay motion to reconsider on the 
table. it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 106, nays 90. 

So the motion to lay the motion to reconsider on the table was 
decided in the affirmative. 

[Air Garnasp of Va. requested leave of the House to record 
his vote in the negative on this question. He said he was ab- 
sent from the Hous: vas taken, baying to attend 
the duties of the select co itee of which he was chairman. 

j tedto.] 
the Chair if it would be in or- 
at that time to take those resolutions 


that morning 
Alan) wa 


em, by t 
bot this am made. 

‘ y zeneral 
might have an op- 
gentleman frora 


Mr. LEWIS then 
der to make a motio: 
from the table? 

The CHAIR replied that it wonld not. 

Mr. LEWIS. Woldit at any time to-day, six? 

The CIFAIR. Tt weold not. 

Ba. LEWIS. Would it to-morrow, sir? 

The CHAIR, Ti would, 

Mr, LEWIS then expr 
of the independence o 
first opportunity to bri 
House whenever it sho 
\, force (said Mr, L.) a deci 
journment. y 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House proceeded to 
the ordono Le day. 

he AKER laid before the House the following message 
from the President of the United States: S Ai 


if themselves of the 
se resolutions again before the 
Grier to do co. We ast 
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e . 


Tv the House of Representatives of the United States: 

In compliance with the resolution of the House of Represen- 
tatives of the 9th uldimot [transmit a report from the Secretary 
of State, and the documents by which it was accompanied. 


ANDREW JACKSON. 
WASHINGTON, Feb. 20th, 1837. 


To the President of the United States: 

` The Secretary of State, to whom was referred the resolution 
of the House of Representatives of the 9th ultimo, requesting 
the President, if, in his judgment, not incompatible with the 
public interest, to communicate to that House copies of the 
correspondence with the Department of State and with the 
Peruvian Government, of the Jate William Tudor, jr. Consul 
of the United States, and their political agent in Peru, from the 
27th of March, 1824, to the 15th of May, 1827; and, also, the 
correspondence of the said William Tudor with the Department 
of State, and with the Government of Brazil, while he’ was 
Charge d’Affaires of the United States at Rio de Janeiro, until 


- his decease—has the honor to transmit all the correspondence 


of Mr. Tudo? with the Department of State and with the Peru- 
vian Government, during the period referred to, except such 
parts as it is thought cannot be.communicated compatibly with 
the public interest; but the Secretary of State has the honor to 
report to the President that, as the correspondence regarded in 
the latter part of the resolution referred to is of great length, and 
is principally contained in two large volumes, from each of 
which a transcript can be made but by one person at a time, it 
is impracticable to havea copy of it prepared before the close 
of the present session of Congress. “ 
All of which is respecifully submitted. 
JOHN FORSYTH. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, Feb. 16, 1837. 

The message having becn read, was, en motion of Mr. 
ADAMS, referred to the same Committee of the Whole, having 
charge of a bill on the same subject. 

Mr. PEYTON then moved a suspension of the rules, for tre 
purpose of submitting a proposition ta summon Reuben M. 
Whitney before the select committee, to answer aquestion in re- 
lation to the authorship of a certain letter to the President of 
the Bank at Briington, Vermont, and asked for the yeas and 
nays onthe motion, which were ordered. 

‘The if ouse refused to suspend the rules, the vote being—yeas 
ys 97. 


NAVY BILL. i 

Os motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the committee resumed 
the consideration of the “bill making appropriations for the 
naval service for ihe year 1837.” ' 

Mr. JARVIS withdrew his amendment. 

On motion of the same gentleman the first section was 
amended by a small increase in the item for the pay of the offi- 
cers and seamen of the navy. 

Two additional items were also inserted, on Mr. C’s motion, 
viz: : 

1. For repairing the ship house at Philadelphia 1500. 

2, For repairing the naval asylum at Philadelphia $500. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved an adgitional section, authoriz- 
ing the Secretary of the ‘Treasury to distribute the residue of the 
prize money deposited in the Treasury, accruing from the cap- 
ture of two prizes, by Capt. John Paul Jones, to the persons to 
whom the same might be respectively due. 

Afer a few suggestions by Messrs. UNDERWOOD, CAM- 
BRELENG, PINCKNEY, and PEARCE of Rhode Island, the 
amendment was agréed to. 

On motion of Mr. JARVIS, the first section was so amended 
as in appropriate an item of $72,000 to enable the President of 
the United States, provided he should deem it necessary, to of- 
fer a bounty to promote the enlistment of seamen. 

Mr. PINCKNEY moved to amend the bill, by adding a clause 
authorizing the President of the United States*to select and pur- 
chase a site fora navy yard and depot at Charleston, South 
Carolina, and proposingan appropriation of $100,000 for the 
erection of suitable huildings, &c. for building, repairing, re- 
fitting, &c. of vessels of war. 

Also, a further sum of $50,000 for the construction of a dry 
dock at said navy yard for the reception and repairs of vesselz. 

Also an item of $1,500 for the salary of a clerk of the werks, 
and $1200 for an assistant cleri. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG objected to the proposed amendment, 
on the ground that it was out of order; the same proposition 
being the subject ofa special bill, reported from the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, 
f a CITAIR said if that was the case, the amendment was not 
In erder. 

My. PINCKNEY said his amendment was not identical with 
the bill in question. Mr. P. addressed the committee at great 
length, in favor of the establishment of a navy yard at Charles- 
ton, and the great advantages of that place for’ the object pro- 
posed. 

Mr. DAWEON begzed leave to say that he had no particular 
cbjection to the establishment of a navy yard at Charleston, 
but he wished to call the attention of the committee to the fact 
that atthe last session of Congress a resolution was passed au- 
thorizing the President toappointa naval commission to make 
surveys on the southern coasts for the. purpose of selecting the 
most eligible site for a navy yard; and thata report had been 
made, which he held in his hand, and would ask that it might 
be read by the Clerk; which- report would show that Bruns- 
wick, Georgia, was the most suitable situation for such an 
establishment. When they were about’to establish a navy 
yard, they ought assuredly to seek the most eligible situation. 

Mr. D. moved to strike out Charleston and insert “Bruns- 
wick, in the State of Georgia.” x 

The debate was further continued by Messrs McKEON, 
CAMBRELENG, PICKENS, (who opposed it only because it 
was out of order in that bill, and preferring it being brought 
forward and taken up a distinct substantive proposition, DAW: 


SON, CAMBBELENG, OWENS, ALFORD, HAYNES, 
PARKER, D. J. PEARCE, BELL, GRAYSON, and EL- 


MORE; when the amendments of Mr. DAWSON and Mr. 


PINCKNEY were severally disagreed to. 
Mr. McKAY adverted to the fact that the harborg in South 
Carolina and Georgia were directed to be surveyed last year 


by resolutions, while the two harbors in North Carolina had ` 


been entirely oferlooked. Mr. McK. accordingly moved an 

item of fifteen hundred dollars, to defray. any additional ex- 
pense that might be incurred in surveying the two harbors of 
eaufort and Wilmington, North Carolina: agreed to. 

‘Mr. PEARCE of Rhode Island offered an amendment, mak- 
ing an appropriation of $50,000 for the purchase of a site for 
anavaldepot at some suitable point bordering: on. the Narra 
gansett bay, which was negatived. 

Mr. DUNLAP moved an item of $16,000 to purchase a site 
and build a hospital at Memphis, Tennessee. 

Mr. DUNLAP briefly advocated the amendment. 

Mr. D. J. PEARCE opposed it, first, on the ground that it 
proposed no benefit: a mere unfinished building, without ne- 
vessaries, would be ofno benefit whatever; it was also out of 
place in that bill; and the Committee on Commerce was under- 
stoed to be preparing a more general measure on the subject, 

Mr. DUNLAP rejoined, and showed the heavy burden im- 
posed upon the citizens of Memphis for the want of such abuild- 
ing. 

The proposed amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. JARVIS moved an additional item of $5000 to defray the 
expensé of examining the shoals of George’s Bank, for the puxa 
pose of determining the proper site for a lighthouse thereon, 
and also to erect said Light House; which wos disagreed to. 

4 Mr; CAMBRELENG inquired if this amendment was in or- 
er ; 

The CHAIR would not decide that it was out of order. 

_ Mr. CAMBRELENG insisted that it was, on the ground of 
incongruity with the object of the original bill. The latier was 
for the naval service, the amendment of the gentlernan from 
Maine proposed an object exclusively commercial in its cha~ 
racter, 

One or two immaterial amendments moved by Mr. JAR- 
VIS were agreed to. 

Mr. JARVIS then moved to strike from the bill the following 
clause: , 

“For completing and equipping the ship of the line Pennsy! 
vania, $400,000.” 

Mr. JARVIS explained, that if this amendment was agreed to, 
he intended by the direction of the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
to submit an amundment, proposing an equal sum for the pur 
pose of building four sloops of war of the second class. There 
was no division of opinion in the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
jn relation to this subject; they all concurred that it was better 
to allow the ship of the Jine Pennsylvania, to remain in the 
shiphouse, where she would be safe, ard ena small expensa. 
To employ the Pennsylvania in the service, would cost three 
hundred and eighty thousand dollars more annually, than would 
be necessary to keep four sloops of war employed in the service, 
which would be much greater advantage to the country than 
the fitting out this huge vessel, and sending her ‘to the Medi- 
terranean to astonizh the natives. 

Mr. PEARCE of Rhode Island insisted that this ship had 
been long enough on the stocks to have allher timbers weil 
seasoned; and the argument of the genleman went to show 
that she ought to be launched or destroyed. If what was said 
ofthe waters of the Delaware were true, and this ship remain- 
edon the stocks much longer, she could never be got off, but 
would remain instar montis, larger than the Trojan horse, w 
mere matter of curiosity to those who were gratified at the 
exhibition of, or hada taste for, naval architecture. He insisted 
that there was no time better than the present for fitting out 
this ship, as we had ample means in our power; and it was un- 
derstood that this would have been ordered by the Executive 


last year, if hands could have boen procured. He warmly op- 
posed the motion to strike out the clause. ; Au. 
Mr. REED contended thai the Pennsylvania wes ta tic 


most proper place she could be in; andif she was Jaunched to- 
morrow, it would be to the advantage of the Goyerninent to 
give two hundred thousand dollars to have her piace 
again in the ship house. The small sioops of war, he contend- 
ed, were the best calculated for the protection of our commerce. 
The merchants were looking for protection, and these kind of 
vessels were the best calculated for the purpose of giving them 
protection. 

‘After some further remarks by Messrs. JARVIS, McKIM, 
REED, and SUTHERLAND, the motion of Mr. JARVIS was 
agreed to, and the clause was stricken out. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON made some general remarks in rola- 
tion to the increased appropriations in the present bill, over 
those for the same branches of the service for last year, and 
moved a provision that none of the moneys appropriated in this 
biti, should be applied to the surveying and exploring sedi 
tion; which was disagreed to. 

Mr. REED moved an amendment appropria four hun- 
dred thousand dollars, in addition to the meteri lreaily on 
hand, to build. six vessels of war of not less than tèn, nor more 
than sixteen guns. Mr. R. explained, that the object of having 
these vessels in ournavy was to employ them on the West 
India station, and coast of Brazil, where depredations were 
most likely to be committed by pirates.. These smal vessels 
were better calenlatcd to navigate these waters than large ves- 
sela, and they were the very class of vessels necessary for the 

rotection of our commerce. 

Mr. McKIM felt himself under the necessity ef opposing the 
amendment, for he was well convinced that sixteen gun vessel 
or brigs were an indifferent class. He preferred sloups of war, 
and moved to strike out 16 gun vessels, and insert sloops of 


war. 

Mr. DUNLAP said, I do notrise at this late hour to detain the 
committee; my only object in rising, is to let the House and 
country know our true situation, and how we do business. A 
few hours since I offered an amendment to this bill, appro- 
priating only ten thousand dollars to build a hospital at Mem- 

his. This, sir, wasto protect the lives of the poor, hones, 
industrious laboring classesof this Union, and it was rejected. 
Now the gentlemaa from Massachusctts (Mr. Reed) asks you 
to appropriate the moderate sum of four hundred thousand dol- 
lars, to build vessels to protect the commerce of the rich, wealthy 
merchant, and I doubt notit will pass; by the adoption of this 
amendment, you say w the world that you will appropriate 
hundreds of thousands of dollars for the protection ot the pro- 
perty of the wealthy, while you refuse to appropriate any 
thing for the protection of the lives of the poor. Tosuch doctrines 


, Person 


l abit 
i ando 


Tenter my protest. If thisis administering justice, God deliver ` 
us from any more of it. 


Mr. Chairman: since I have had the houor of a seat on this 


floor, I have considered myself a Representative of the 
whole Union, and when any appropriation has been asked for 
Lonly ask myself if my country required it; I never asked if my 
constituents were to he alone interested init; 1 have uniformly 
voted for them when I believed my common country required 
them. But now, siz, Itell this committee that, until justice is 
done my constituents, I will oppose every appropriation for the 
pratection of your merchants’ property afioat on the high seas; 
for your navy yards; for your fortifications, harbors, or for any 
thing but my country and its honor. 

My constituents are not isterested to the amount of one cent 
in your property afloaton the seas, and I say, let it all be de- 
stroyed! yes, all, before I will vote for one cent to protect it, 
while you impose the onerous burden on one town (Memphis) 
in my district, with a population ofless than two thousand, to 
pay annually from two to three thousand dollars for the sup- 
port and protection, not of their own citizens, but of alithe per- 
sons inthe great valley of the Mississippi, who have been so 
the great emporium of the west, and on their return home, are 
left by the steamboats sick and destitute on their wharf. 1 have 
asked. but justice to be done my constituents; you have refused 
it. Andnow, sir, I will mete if out to others as they have done 
tome and mine. When gentlemen from the North and Hast 
have heretotore called onthe South and West to build them 
navy-yards to build their ves: in, to built them forts ta pro- 
tect their cities, to improve their harbors, we never faltered 
in onr support to them; we voted, as patriots, for whatever 
would add to the honor, glory, or protection of our common 
country; but when we ashy only that a house may be built for 
the reception of the poor, sick, and destitute citizen ofthe West, 
we are refused it. 

My D. J. PEARCE also opposed the amendment, and the 
debate was stills further continued by Messrs. REED, WISE, 
CHAMBERS of Pennsy!vania, CAMBRELENG, SUTHER- 
LAND; when it was agrecd to—ayes 80,noes 45. 

Mr. CAVE JOILNSON moved to strike the following clause 
from the bill, “for the purchase of a site and the erection of 
barracks at or near Brooklyn, Leng Island, New York, $50,000: 


lost. 

Mr. GRAYSON moved an item for the survey of May river, 
Tyzer river, dc. South Carolina: lost. 

Mr- DUNLAP moved to s » out the two following clauses: 

1. Towards an extension of the hospital building near Brook- 
lyn, New York, for enclosing the grounds, and for all other 
expenses upon its dependencies, $66,000, 

2. For the completion of the pr bospital building near 
Baston; and for all oxpenses upon iis dependencies, $1350. 

My. D. said he wished to test the sense of the committee upon 
the principle whether hopitals should be confined to one parti- 
cular section of the country alone. 

"She motion was disagre è 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the committee then rose 
ani reported the bil and amendments to the House; and 


On motion of Mr. BEAUMONT, 
The House adjourned. 
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Samuel Hicks and Sons; which was twice read, and referred. 
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This amendment was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE the bill was amended by inserting 
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an appropriation of five hundred dollars to reimburse Eleazer 
Willams for his expenses in comig on from Green Bay. to 
aston, and remaining here on- buginess: connected with 
s tribe. 5 PeR 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
Mr. DAVIS moved to take up the bill to authorize the Pret. 
dent to cause certain of the public vessels, suitable. for the pur- 
pose, to cruise upon the coast in the winter season, to relieve 
distressed navigators, which was agreed to, and the bill: was 
ordered to be engrossed fora third reading. os 
On motion of Mr. DAVIS, the Senate took. up.the bill: tes- 
tablish a port of entry at Jersey City; after which ee 
Mr. DAVIS, with the assent of Mr. WALL, offered an amend- 
ment, as a substitute for the bill, altering its details. 
Mr. WALKER offered an amendment to establish ports: of 
entry at Vicksburg and Grand Gulf, in the State of Mississippi. 
Mr. DAVIS then moved that the bill be laid on the table, and 
that the amendments be printed; which was agreed to. 
The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
_____ Wepnespay, February 22, 1837. ; is 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, fromthe Committee of Claims 
reported a bill for the relief of James Callan: ‘read twice and : 
committed. 

My. WIHTTLESEY, from the same committee, also reported 
abill for the rehefof William Crooks and James Crooks; read 
twice and committed. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the same committee, algo reported 
a bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Nimrod Far- 
row, and Richard Harris: read twice and committed. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the same committee, also reported 
a bill for the relief of John P. Converse, and Henry J. Rees: 
read twice and committed. d 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the same committee, reported 
Senate bil, without amendment, entitled “tAn act to make pay- 
ment and compensation tothe militia and volunteers of Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee, Alabama, and Mississippi, called into service 
and discharged aout marching; which was committed te a 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the same committee, also reported, 
without amendment, Senate bill for the relief of Erastus Fair- 
banks and Thaddeus Fairbanks; which was committed. , 

On motion of ffir. WHITTLESEY, the Commitiee of Claims 
werc discharged from the further consideration of the petition 
ol Marilda Drury; and the petition and papers ordered to lie, on 
the table. 

Mr. WIIITLESEY, from the same committee, to which 
this petition had b-en referred, reported the following resolu. 
tion, which was concurred in: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be discharged 
from the further consideratian of the petition of Geo. Wood, 
and that the same be re erred to the Third Auditor. ` 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the same committee, to which 
the subject had been referred, reported the following resołu- 
tions, which were concurred in: 

Resoived, That the Committee of Claims be discharged 
fromso much of the claim of Daniel Melville, as has arisen. : 
subsequent to the 27th of June, 1834, and that the same be rex; 
ferred to the Secretary of the Treasury. ; aa 

Resolved, That asto the residue of said claim, the petitioner 
is not entitled to relief. g — 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, fromthe same comprplitce, made an‘un- 
favorable report on the petition of John@Addison and others, 
heirs of Samuel Smallwood; also, the petitions of Peter Dick- 
son, Stephen Lasseter, Col. Joseph Brown, Richard Mackall, 
John J. Dixon, Daniel Homans, and Don Juan Madrazo; which 
were severally ordered to jie on the table, 3 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, the same committee 
were discharged frem the further consideration of the memo- 
rial of the in}abitants of St. Augustine, Florida, for repairing 
lines, &c. and the same was ordered to lie on the table. 

On motior of Mr. WHITTLESEY, the Committee of Claims 
were discharged from the further consideration of the petition 
of William Long, praying payment for aloss of horse in the 
late war, and the petitioner granted leave to withdraw hia pa- 
pers. Also, the petition of John Vanetter, for the pay of him- 
selfand for services rendered the country during the laie war} 
which petition was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. PINCKNEY, from the Committee on Commerce, re: 
ported a bill for the relief of John Curran and John P. George: 
read twice and committed. 

NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. | : 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
made the following report: 

The Committee on Foreign Affairs, to whom was referred the 
message of the President of the United States of the Ist of 
February, 1837, transmitting aletter from the Governor of 
the Siate of Maine, with sundry resolutions of the Legislature 
of that State, have had the same under consideration, and 
respectfully report: io 
That the Siate of Maine has paid to two of her citizens, John 

and Phineas R. Harford, the sum of one hundred dollars each, 

asa compensation for losses and expenses incurred by them, in 

1831, and now claims to be reimbursed from the Treasury or 

the United Siates. The losses were sustained in consequence 

ofa conflict of authority between Maine and the adjoining Bri- ; 

tish province of New Brunswick, arising out of the unset- i 

tiled question of boundary between the United States and 

Great Britain. The difficulties which have attended the ad- 

justment of this dispute, and the efforts which have been made 

to arrive ata happy result, constitute an interesting portion of 
our politcal history, and are, therefore, in some degree, fami- $ 

liar to all the branches ef the Federal Government. But the 2 

nature of the question has been such as to bring it¢more imme- 3 

diately within the cognizance of another branch of Congress 

than -e Jfouse of Representatives, and the committee do not 
now teel themselves called upon to enter intoa general review 
of its past or present attitude. The peculiar position of the 

Siate of Maine is eminently calculated to enlist, as it. has 

enlisted, the waimest sympathy on the part ef the Federal Go. 

vernmeni and her sister States. With a large portion of her 
territory claimed by a foreign Power, she is called. upon 
to exercise great discretion and. forbearance, whilst the ne- 
gotiation is pending, which, it is hoped, may terminate in the 
establishment of her just rights. The committee regret not to 
perceive certain evidences that this hope will be immediately 
realized, natwithstanding the earnest desire of the Executive to 
adjust it, as the settlement of this national boundary line is, of 
course, not less an object ef national interest than of local feel- 
ing; but, until such an arrangement as ought to be made, can 
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he efteased respecting it, prudence requires that all parties to 
the controversy should abstain from actions that will provoke 
contention, ‘and. thus endanger the tranquillity of thè bor- 
der. k was with this view that there was an understanding 
between the Governments of the United States and Great 
Britain that each party, should conunue- in thé temporary 
enjoyment of their respective jurisdictions, until the ultimate 
decision of their claims. Over what territory this understand. 
ing extended, and what particular portions of the disputed 
ground were then under the State or British authorities respec- 


tively, the papers before the committee do not show. Respect for _ 


the Legislature of Maine, induces the committee to believe that 
much knowledge was possessed by them, which Sis pot within 
the control of the committee, and they are unable to discern 
the distinct ground upon which the United States are held to be 
responsible. `The uncertainty of the principle upon which 
the claim rests, shows the propriety of having this, like every 
other case, involving an expenditure from tke National 
Treasury, submitted to an examination by a commit- 
tee of Congress, upon a direct claim by the -individuals 
interested. Where a State Legislature interposes its decision, 
and asks that the money paid by it should be reftinded, a com- 
niittee of the House is placed in the embarrassing condition of 
reviewing the facts and principles alleged to be settled by tho 
vote of the Legislature, or to sanction the inadmissible preten- 
sion that the opinion of any one State is a sufficient warrant 
for a charge upon the Federal Treasury. There are cases 
where an expenditure by a State should be promptly and libe- 
rally refunded; such, for example, as those in whieh she steps 
. forward to defend herself from a sudden invasion by an en- 
emy, or to. ward off danger from any quarter. Taking 
upon herself the performance of a duty which the Constite- 
tion has devolved upon the Union, it is highly proper that 
the Union should acknowledge. the service; but, even in 
these cases, the practice of the Government has been to 
subject the claim toa vigorous scrutiny by the officers of the 
Federal Government. Should additional evidence be wanted to 
illustrate a claim undergoing this examination, either by a 
committee of Congress or a Department, this evidence can be 
called for, and easily obtained where individuals are petitioners, 
or States have agents as is often the case, to prosecute their 
claims. Butthe committee have already said that they da not 
see the distinct principle upon which the Government of the 
United States is thought to have made itself liable, and they 
are compelled to form an opinion, solely from the papers be- 
fore them. They, therefore, pray to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the subject. 

Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, 
reported a bill to provide for the repair and improvement of 
the road from Memphis to Fort Gibson, by way of Litle Rock 
in Arkansas; read twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole on the State of the Union. 
© Mr. PEARCE of Rhode Island, from the Committes on Com- 
Merce, reported a bill declaring the assent of Congress to an 
act of the Legislature of North Carolina, for the relief of 
act and disabled American seamen; which was read twice; 
anc 

After some explanatory remarks, on the motion made by Mr. 
P. for ita engrossment, from Messrs. PEARCE, McK AY, REED, 
PARKER and CAMBRELENG, it was ordered to a third read- 
in; yeas 80, nays not counted. 

JUDICIAL SYSTEM OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. THOMAS, from Committe on the Judiciary, report- 
ed Senate bill, without amendment, entitled “An act supple- 
mentary to the act, entitird an act to amend the judicial system 
of the United States; which was committed toa Cummitiee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the same committee, reported Senate 
bill entitled “An act to alter and amend the act for the punish- 
Ment of certain crimes against the United tates, approved 30th 
of April, 1790,” with an amendment, which was committed to 
a Committee of the Whole on the State of the Union. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the same committee, reported. without 
amendment, Senate bill entitled “An act to extend the jurisdic- 
tion of the District Court of the United States for the District 
of Arkansas,” and on Mr. T.’s molion, the bill was read a third 
tine and passed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, reported six Senate bills grantiug commutation pay to 
certain surgeon’s mates, with a recom: ton in each case 
that they do not pass, which were all committed. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from. the Committee of Ways and 


; 
; 


of the Union be discharged frony the further consideration of 
the “bill to credit the Treasurer of the United States with the 
amount of unavailable funds,” &c. and that the said bill be 
recomrnitted to the Committee of Ways and Means, which mo- 
tion was concurred in by the House. 

Mr. MCKEON, from the Committee on Commerce, reported 
g bill for the relicf of George Innes: read twice and committed. 

Mr. HARRISON of Pennsylvania, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to Daniel 
W. Vorbees' read twice end commitied. 

Mr. SCHENCK, from the Coramitice on Invalid Pensions, 
teporteda bili for the relief of Isaiah Parker: read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to which 
had been referred the resolution of the Legislature of New 
Jersey upon this subject, reported the foliowmg resolution: 

Resolved. That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
cause an examination to be made of the various positions not 
heretofore mined within the waters of the New York hay 
and its vicinity, which are adapted to the establishment, and 
construction ofdry docks, and to reporttheir comparative ad- 
vantages and disadvantagesto the House of Representatives at 
the opening of the next session of Congress. ` š 

By general consent, on Mr. J’s motion, the resolution was 
concurred in. - 

Mr. JARVIS, from the same committee, reported Senate bill 
for the relief of certain officers of the United States sloop. of 
a Boston; «ad, on Mr. Ps metion, the same wag laid èn the 
table. 

Mr. PARKER, from the same committee, reported, with 
amendments, Senate bill for the relief of William Hogan, ad- 
minictrator of Michael Hogan, deceased: read twice and com- 


mitted, : $ 

Mr. HAMER, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, re- 
ported a bill for the settlement of the accounts of Richard Har- 
ris, late consular agent of the United States in Spain: read 


twice, and committed to a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, . 


Means, meved that the Commnnitce of the Whole on the state’ 
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Mr. MILLIGAN, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Vincent Lazarett: read twice and 
committed: g 3 

Mr. RUSSEL, from tho Committeeof Claims, reported a bill 
for the relief of Joseph Radcliff. read twice and committed. 

Mr. GILLET, from te Committee on Commerce, reported a 
bill establishing custom and collection districts, and creating 
ports ofentry therein: read twice, and committed to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on thestate ofthe Union. ; ? 

Mr. HARPER, from the Committee on Patents, reported, 
without amendment, Senate bill entitled “An actin addition to 
the act to promote the progress of science and the useful arts, 
passed the dth of July 1836,” which was committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. . 

Mr. GALBRAITH, from the select committee to which a me- 
morial on the subject had been referred, reported a bill provid 
ing for the punishmentof re-issuing the notes of the late Bank of 
the United States, (accompanied by a repott,) which bill was 
read twice, and committed: toa Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. MOSES MASON moved to print 5000 extra coptesof the 
report; which motion, under the rule, lies over one day. 

ir, GRENNELL, from the Committee of Claims, made un 
favorable reports en the petitions of $. B. Anderson and John 


` G. Mackall; which were ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. McKIN, from the Comnsittee of Ways and Means, made 
an unfavorable report on (he memorial of Stephen Morthan, 
J. G. Whitehorn and S. Whitehorn, of Newport, Rhode Island; 
which report was ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. WS. SHEPARD, from the Committee for the District 
of Columbia, made an unfavorahle report on the memorial of 
the Corporation of Alexandria; whieh was ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed, 

Mr. HOAR, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, made 
unfavorable reports on the petitions of Jaceb Holmes and 
Thomas Prettyman, of Baltimore; which reports were ordered 
to lie on the table, 

Mr. CUSHMAN, from the Committee on Commerce, made 
an unfavorable report on the petition of David Melvin; which 
was ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, the Committee on Roads ‘and 
Canals way discharged from she further consideration of the 
subject of ceding unsold lands inthe Huntsville district to the 
State of Alabama, and the same was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DARLINGTON, trom the Committee of Claims, made 
an unfavorable report on the petition of John Broome, praying 
indemnity for property déstroyed by the British 'in the late war; 
which report was ordered to lie on the table and be printed 

On motion of Mr. McKEON, the Committee on Commerce 
were discharged from the further consideration of the memorial 
and resolutions upon the subject of regulating pilots; and the 
rame ordered to lic on the table and be printed. 

Mr. BEAUMONT, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, made unfavorable reports on the petition of Elizabeth 
Broadus and others, the petition of William Olivers heirs, 
Jesse Potts aud Philip Lightfoot; which reports were severally 
ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. FRY, from the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, 
made an unfavorable repert upon the petition of John Van 
D ke, of New York; which was ordered to lie upon the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. FRY, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions be 
discharged from the further consideration of the petition of 
Isaac Webb, and the same be referred to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions. 

Mr. HARRISON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of John Scott: 
which, ordered to lie on the table. ú 

_ On motion of Mr. BEALE, the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions were discharged from the further consideration of the 
petitions of Otis Pierce and Samuel M. Asbury, and the peti- 
tieners permitted to withdraw their papers. 

Mr, SCHENCK, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
made unfavorable reports oa the petitions of Joseph Chambers, 
Catharine Hayward, ang Robert Chambers: which re ports 
were severally ordered tolie on the table, 

_On motion of Mr. HOWELL, the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions Were discharged from the further consideration of the. 
memorial of Daniel McNair, Pigcon-in-the-Water, and J. C 
Martin, Cherokee Indians, praying for pensions; and the same 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

5 On motion of Mr. HOWELL, the Committseon Invalid Pen- 
sions were discharged from we further consideration of the po- 
tition of Jacob Kendrick of Tennessee, and the same referred 
to the Cominittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr, CONNOR, from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, made an unfavorable report on the petition of Na- 
thaniel Pallan, praying the passage of a law authorizing the 
return to him ofasum of money stolen from him at Franklin. 
and for which he accounted to the Post Office Department, , 

Mr. RUSSELT,, from the Committee of Claime, to which had 
been referred the petition of Adam Hall, fer property lost m the 
service of the United Siates, reported the following resolution, 
which was agreed to; 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be discharged from 
the further consideratien of the petition of Adam Ħall, and tha 
it, with the documents accompanying the same, be referred to 
the Third Auditor for examination. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims, to which had 
been referred the perition of Wm. Jones, praying indemnity for 
horses lost in the service of the United States, reported the fol. 
lowing resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be discharged from 
the further censideration of the petition of Wm. Jones, and that 
with the documents accompanying the same, be referred te the 
Third Auditor for examination. 5 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of C'aims, made an wn- 
favorable reporton the petition ef Wiliam Pursell, praying in- 
demnity for two horses taken by the Indians in 181]; also an un- 
favorable report on the petition of James McPherson; which 
were ordered to lie on the table. cd 

On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, the Committee of Claims were 
discharged from the further consideration of Joseph Farrar. 
and Mesane was referred tọ the Committee on Invalid Pen- 

Mr. HARRISON of Pennsylvania, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions made an unfavorable repon on the petition of 
Amos Daniels; which wag ordered to lie on the teble. 

On motion of Mr. REED, the Committee on Naval Affairs 


were discharged from the petition of Capt. John Aulick; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. CHAMBERS, the Committce on Private 
Land Claims, were discharged from the further consideration of 
‘the petitions of Pedro Palao, and Nancy Stewart; and the pe- 
ttions ordered to lie on the tabie. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky, from the Committee on Re- 
volutionory Pensions, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
tien of Emanuel Shreufe; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. x 
On motion of Mr. McCARTY, the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, were discharged from the further consideration of the 

etition of John Phagen; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. HANNEGAN asked the censent of the House to offer a 
resolution for the House to take a recess this day from half past 
one till four o'clock. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio objecting to its reception, 

Mr. HANNEGAN meyed a suspension of the rule, where- 
upon— 

Me WHITTLESEY called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 103, nays 76. i 

So the House refused to suspend the rule, two-thirds not 
voting in the affirmative. at 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication from 
the Postmaster General, in obedience to the act of Congress, 
fixing the salaries of his clerks, transmitting a statement ef the 
number of clerks employed in his office, with their names and 
salaries; which was laid’ on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. : an 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a communication 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, in compliance with a re- | 
solution of the Mouse, calling upon that officer for the number 
of claims to lands in Louisiana confirmed, and for which pa- 
tents were ordered to issue, setting forth the time when these 
patents would probably issue; which was ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed. i 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky, made an ineffectual attempt 
tointroduce a resolution, changing the hour of meeting for 
the House to 10 o’clock, A. M. and providing that it should 
take a recess from two to half past three, when the House 
should again meet, and sit till 9 o’clock, P. M. ; 

Mr. HAYNES moved asuspension of the rules of the House 
for the purpose of submitting a resolution authorizing the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury to direct surveys and examinations to 
be made of the Atlantic coast south of the Chesapeake bay for 
sites for light-houses, buoys, &c. which was disagreed to, 

Mr. HARPER moved a suspension of the rules Sor the pur- 
pose of taking up the bill repealing certain provisions ef the 
tariff act of 1832, which was disagreed to. : 

NAVAL SERVICE, 

The House then on motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG proceed- 
ed to the orders of the day, andtook up the biil making appro- 
priation for the naval service for the year 1837. ; 

The question on the amendment te strike out of the bili the 
appropriation of four hundred thousand dollars, for completing 
and fitting out the ship of the line Pennsylvania, was taken up 
seperate . $ 

Ir. SUTHERLAND called for the yeas and nays on this 
amendment, which were ordered. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND addressed the House at some length in 
opposition to this amendment, going on to point out the supe- 
rior advantages of fitting out this vessel over the erection of a 
number of small vessels, which could only serve to bring eur 
navy into discredit. He contended that this vessel should be 
fitted out and sent abroad, if for no other purpose than to ex- 
hibit her to the world. We now had the name of building the 
finest vessels in the world, and why bring our naval architecture 
into disrepute by the fitting out these small craft, when we had 
so splendid a specimen of the skill of our naval architects almost 
ready to launch. Besides this, the vessel was actually decaying 
on the stocks more than she would ifshe were launched and gent 
tosea. Mr S. said he had the highest authority for making 
this assertion, and read astatement of one of our naval officers, 
who knew the whole history of this vessel, in supportof the as- 
sertlon. 


My, JARVIS replied to the gentleman fron: Pennsylvania, 
and stated that this amendment had been introduced by the 
unanimous consent of the Commitiee on Naval Affairs. The me- 
tion was not his, but it was the motion of the Committee en 
Naval Affairs. My. J. then read extracts from a communica- 
tien transmitted to that House by the President of the United 
States at the last session from the Board of Commissioners who 
had been appointed to examine into this subject, which eom 
missioners reported decidedly in favor of small vessels, as being 
infinitely better calculated to protect our commerce than ships 
ofthe line andlarge vessels, | As to the decay of the Pennsyl- 
vaniaalluded to by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. 
J. had conferred with an officer of the navy on the sub- 
ject, who was acquainted with the vessel, and that ofticer had 
informed him that it was an entire mistake, and that te remove 
every decayed timber in the vessel, and replace it with live oak 
would not cost five thousand dollars. The vessel then being 
safe in the ship houge, he considered it of much greater interest 
to the Government that she sheuld remain there, and that small 
vessels should be constructed which could navigate every sea, 
and which would add greatly to the protection of our com- 
meree, especially on the West India station and coast of Brazil. 

Mr. J. was proceeding with his remarks, when 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky raised a point of order as to 
whether it was competent fer the House to proceed in doing 
business without a quorum of members being present. ` 

The CHAIR counted the House, and announced that there 
were only 106 members in attendance. 

Mr. BRIGGS then moved that the Mouse adjourn. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 44, nays 69. 

So the House refused to adjourn, but there was no quorum 
voting 

The SPEAKER then again counted the House, and reported 
that there were only one hundred and six members present, 

Mr. BOYD moved that the House adjourn, 

Mr. HALL of Maine, called for the yeasand nays. 

Mr. BOYD then withdrew his motion. 
ia CALHOUN of Massachusetts, moved a call of the House. 

st. E 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky, moved thatthe House take a 
recess until 4 o’clock : 

The CITAIR replied, that this might be done by general eon- 


sent 
Mr. HALL of Maine objected. 


—— 
The CHAIR then appointed tellers, who counted the House, 
and yeported that there were one hundred and eleven members 
present——no quorum. À 
‘After various suggestions by Messrs. BOON, ALFORD, 
CAMBRELENG, WISE, MERCER, McKIM, WHITTLE: 
7 of Ohio, UNDERWOOD, and DAWSON, 
+, REYNOLDS of Hinois moved that the House adjourn. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 47, nays 70. 
So the House again refused to adjourn; but. there was no 


YEaS—i 
Buchanan, 
Chambers, 


er 

and ‘Cho 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, 
lev, Bockee, Boon, Borden, Cambreleng 
Coles, Craig, Cramer, Crary, Cushing, 


Dunlap, F 


Carter, Casey, Clark, 
ushman, Doubieday, 
arlin, Fuller, Grantiand, Grennell, Joseph Hall, 
Boward, Huntsman, Ingham, W. Jackson, Jarvis, B. W. Jones, 


sing, Lawrence, Luke Lea, Leonard, Loyal, Me- 
y im, Mercer, Muhlenberg, Owens, Parker, Patton, 
D. 7, Pearce, Phelps, J. Reynolds, Robertson, Sickles, Speight, 
Standefer, Sutherland, John Thomson, Waddy Thompson, 
Navdwel, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Wil- 
Xel, and Young—387. Š 

So the House adjourned at fifteen minutes past three o'clock. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, February 23, 1937. 

Mr. WALL presented the petition of Aaron Camp of New- 
ark, New Jersey, praying fora pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions.. 

Mr. RIVES presented the petition of J. N. C. Stockton; which 
i rerorted to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

oads. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of John Edmonston; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions, 

On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, the Committee on Claims 
was discharged from the further consideration of the petition 
of John H, Pratt, 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on the J udiciary, to which 
had been referred the petition of Elizabeth Newman, reported a 
bill for her relief; which was read, and ordered to a second read- 
ing. 

On motion of Mr. TIPTON, the Committee on Claims was 
discharged from the further consideration of the petition of 
the Springfield Manufacturing company. 2 

The report of the Committee on Naval Affairs on the mes- 
sage of the President transmitting surveys of the ports south of 
the Chesapeake, and the memorial of the citizens of Charleston 
onthe subject of a naval depot, was considered, and the com- 
mittee was discharged from the further consideration of the 
subject. 

Mr. NORVELL gave notice that he would, to-morrow, ask 
ave to bring in a bill to authorize the President to run and de- 
signate the boundary line dividing the State of Michigan from 
the Territory of Wisconsin. 

The bill making appropriations for the current expenses of 
the Indian department, and for fulfilling treaty sup ulations 
with various Indian tribes; and 3 

The bil to authorize the President of the United States to 
cause a suitable nuinber of the public vessels adapted for the 
purpose, to eruize upon the coast during the winter season, to 
relieve distressed navigators; were severally read the third 
time and passed, 

On motion of Mr, KENT, the Senate took up the bill to quiet 
possessions, enrolling conveyances, and for securing the estates 
of purchasers within the District of Columbia; and the same 
having heen read the second time, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and after being amended, on motion of 
Mr. KENT, was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. KENT, the Senate teok up the bill to 
amend the charter of the Franklin Fire Insurance Company; 
and the same having been read the second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole, was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. KENT, the bill to organize the several 
fire com. es of the District of Columbia; and 

‘The bil to incorporate the President and Directors of the 
Fireroen’s Insurance Company of Washington and George- 
town, ia the District of Columbia, were severally taken 
up, and considered as in Com mittee of. the Whole, and ordered 
ed fora third reading 
ITTENDEN, from Committes on Claims, re- 
a biil for the relief of Luigi Persico; which was read, 
tordered io a second reading. 
received from the President of the United 
Jr. his secretary, transmitting 
eeu the Choctaw and Chicka- 


saw tribe of Indians. : 
The following bills were severally read the second time, aad 
considered as iu Cornmittee of the Whole, and ordered ta be 
en ed for a third reading. 
The bill giving effect to the 
Spain. ata 
The dill to authorize the erection of a hospital in the District 
of Columbia. 5 
The bill to continue in farce the act for the final adjustment 
of private land claims in Missouri, approved 9th of July, 1832, 
ag aet supplementary thereto, ‘approved the 2d March, 
333, 


Sth article of the treaty with 


. municate to. the Senate a copy of 


Nir. LYON submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered and adopted, . j i 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to com- 


plan, and estimate, for improving the harbor of Milwaukie, 
Wisconsin Territory. 

Mr. MOORE snbmitted the following resolution, which was 
considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
communicate to the Senate any additional correspondence which 
may have occurred between that department and B. Branden,late 
District Attorney for the United States, for the northern district 
of Alabama,.or any other person, relative to the subject matter, 
embraced by the resolution of the Senate of the 2d May last, 
not included in his report, made 7th of that month, asa response 
to that resolution, mclucing any report made by said district 
atlorney, and copy of any deed executed by Caruthers, Kindle, 
Larner and Co. as indemnity for the public money, and bord 
they may have received from the said district attorney. ` 

The Senate took up, as the special order, the bill to aller and 
amend the several acts imposing duties on imports, the ques- 
tion being on the motion of Mr. Davis to strike out from the 
duty free articles, “common galt.” A debate ensued, in which 
the motion was supported by Messrs. DAVIS. CALHOUN, 
and PRESTON, and opposed by Messrs BENTON, BROWN, 
RIVES, and STRANGE, and, 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, 

The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuunspay, February 23, 1837. 
CURRENCY BILL. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of Ways aad 
Means, reported, with an amendment, Senate bill designating 
and limiting the funds receivable for the public revenue. 

The amendment was as follows: 

Section 4. And be it further enacted, That no part of this 
act shall be construed as repealing any existing law relating to 
the collection of the revenue from customs or public lands, in 
the legal currency, or as substituting bank notes of any descrip- 
tion, asa lawful currency, in lieu of coin, as provided in the Con- 
stitution of the United Slates; nor to deprive the Secretary of the 
Treasury of the power to direct the collectors, or the receivers 
ofthe public revenue, whether cerived from duties, taxes or 
debts, or sales of the public Jands, not to receive in payment of 
any sum due to the United States, the notes ofany bank or banks, 
which the said Secretary may have reason to believe unworthy 
of credit, or which he apprehends may be compelled to suspend 
specie pamens: y : 

Mr. C. moved that the bill and amendment be printed, and 
laid on the Speaker’s table, taking its place on the calendar; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the same committee, reported a 
bil! to authorize the proper officer of the Treasury Department 
to credit the 
the amount of unavailable funds, &c. which wasread twice and 
ordered to he engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the same committee, reported a 
resolution ordering that from and after this day, the daily hour 
of meeting of the House shall be 10 o'clock A. M. and that a re- 
cess be taken on each day from 8 to half past 4 o’clock. 

Objections being made, Mr. MeKIM asked for the yeas and 
nays on the adoption of the resolution, but subsequently with- 
drawing the call, + 

Mr. OWENS renewed it,and they were ordered. 

Mr. BOON said, in an experience of several years he had 
never known a daily recess taken during the short sessions, and 
being Well assured that it would in no way expedite the public 
pusiness, he moved to strike cut from the resolution al that 
part of it having reference tu a recess. Lost—ayes 40, noes not 
counted. 

Mr. PARKER did not think the best time had been selected, 
and he moved that the recess should be from two to half past 
three o’clock. j 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said the subject had been careluliy con- 
sidered in the committee with reference to the convenience of 
members and the expediting of business. 

Mr. PARKER'S amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. LANE was satisfed that, instead o gaining, they would 
lose, by the adoption of this resojutjo: Jf it should be adopted, 
and he therefore moved to insert niue instead of ten o’clock, A. 
M. as the daily hour of meeting. Lost. 

The resolution was then concurred in by the House—yeas 
151, nays 16. i 4 

On motion of Mr. LAWRENCE, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, the “harbor bill? was recommitied to that 
committee. 

Mr. CASEY, frem the Commities on Pobtic Lands, moved 
that the Committee of the Whole be discharged from the 
further consideration of the © bill to authorize tbe Ilinois Cen- 
tral Railroad company to consiruct a yaliroad through the pub- 
lic lands, and for other purposes,” and that the same be recom- 
mitted to the Committee on Public Lands. - 

Mr. BOON made the same motion in reference ic the “bill to 
authorize the Michigan City and Kankakee Railroad company 
to construct a canal through the public lands,” and the same 
was recommitted to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. JANES, from the Commitee on Revolutionary Pen- 
slong, syported a bill granting a pension to Catharine Mosely: 
t commited. 
om the Commitee on the Post. Office and Post 
ported a bill for the relief of Avery, Balimarsh & Co. 
ead twice and committed. X re 

Mr. CHAPIN, from ihe Copimitiee on Revolutionary Claims, 
oved that the committee be discharged from ihe farther 
of the re 
rs have i 


reed to. 
LHOUN 


Judonary 
On mou 
Pensi 
peut 
on the table. 
Mi. HOWEL 


her consideradon of the 
ho petition ordered to he 


also, from the same committee, made an un- 
favorable i the petition of Jacob Hendri k, James Sim- 
mons, E avid MeNair, and ethers: aiso on the petition of Israel 
Ketcham, praying Congress to grant a pension to the orphan 
children of Thomas 


arenam and Platt Ketcham, late officers 
ef une army; also, on the petitions of James Simmons, Francis 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


~- Woods, John Peak, E. Pierce, and Iugh McDonald: 


the report of the surveys. 


account of the ‘freasurer of the United States with ° 


i ji ; Which're-. 
ports were severally ordered ‘to lie on the tables 05 m57 

Mr. ASH, from the Committee on: Naval Affairs, made an un. 
favorable report on the petition of Eleanor Wells. praying tobe 
allowed the amount of pay due teher son, Michael Reedy who 
was lost on board of the IInsurgent frigate in 1802; which was: 
ordered to lie on the table. Also, an unfavorable report on the 
petition of D. T. Farragut; which was ordered to lie on the ta: 
ble, and be printed. $ f J 

On motion of Mr. KLINGENSMITH, the Committee on` i 
Revolutionary Pensions was discharged from the farther con: 
sideration of the petitions of Leonard Corl ef Pennsylvania,» 
James Wilcock, Joseph Walling, E. Thomas, Isaac :Shinn, Jó- 
siah Davidson, John Read, John Goodwin, John Cahart, and 
Elizabeth French; and the petitions severally ordered te Ve on 
the table. a 

On motion of Mr. HARRISON of Pennsylvania, the Cont-°- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petitions of Reuben James, Thomas Har- 
rison, James Getchell, and Levi Johnson, and the petitions 
severally ordered to lie on the table. : 

On motion of Mr. JANES, the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions was discharged from the further consideration of the 
petitions of Theodore Atkinson, John Schull of Pa, Daniel 
Woodward, Benjamin Dupey, and others, and the petitions 
severally ordered to Jie on the table. z 

Mr. CRAIG, from vie Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of the heirs of John 
Wilson: which was ordered to lie on the table, 

Mr. HAYNES moved a suspensien of the rule, {objection 
having been made,] for the purpose of submitting the follow- 
ing resolution; which was agreed to—ayes 92, noes not counted. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed te 
cause the necessary examinations to be made of the sea. coast 
south of the Chesapeake Bay, with regard to the locatinn of 
additional light-houses, beacons, and buoys, and report the re- 
sult to Congress at its next session. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, moved a suspension of the rule, 
for the purpose of taking up, and referring to their appropriate 
standing committees, certain bills from the Senate, with the 
understanding that those which would elicit discussion should be 
passed over. f ` 

Mr. VELJ expressed a wish that the land bill fromthe 
Senate would also be ineluded: and-he moved an amendment to 
that effect. : 

Mr. WHITTLESEY replied, that that bill would certainly 
elicit discussion, * 

Mr. BOON hoped that no friend of the land bill would suffer 
that bill to be given the go-by in this way. : 

Mr. YELL would object to every bill asit came up, till the 
land bilt should be reached. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY then withdrew his proposition, and, on 
motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House then passed to the 


orders of the day. 
NAVAL SERVICE. 

The consideration of the “bill making appropriations for the 
‘naval service for the year 1837” was then resumed. í 

The question pending was on concurring with the Commit- 
tee of the Whole, in their proposed amendment, to strike from 
the bill the clause appropriating the sum of $400,000 for com- 
pleting and equipping the ship of the line Pennsylvania. 

Mr. JARVIS, who was entitled to the floor, addressed the 
House at some length in reply te the remarks of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. Sutherland) made ou yesterday. The 
naval committee had concurred unanimously that this appro- 
priation should be struck out, and the reasons why they had 
come to this determination were, that this vessel was perfectly 
safe where she was, and the cost of keeping her there was very 
trifling, He then entered intoa calculation to show that the coat 
of sailing this vessel would be annually about three hundred'and ` 
forty thousand dollars, whereas’ the cost of sailing a sloop of war 
would not exceed fifty-five thousand dollars annually,so that they 
would be able lo keep six sloops of war in the service for about 
the same amount of money which it would gost tu sail this sin- 
gle vesel; and hy the employment of these smaller vessels you 
put more of your navy officers into active service, instead of 
aliowing them to remain in total inactivity at home. These 
were important considerations, and he hoped the Houge would 
view them in that light. ‘Lhe country had no need for these 
Jarge vessels, except at a time when she was at war with 
some great nation. If this vessel were launched: and fitted out 
for sea, she would never be able to come into any of the ports 
south of the Chesapeake, and would always have jo go into 
Sorthern ports, where the harbors were of sufficient depth of 
water; and this probably might create a jealousy in the minds of 


„southern gentlemen. ‘The gentleman from Pennsylvania had in- 


stanced two smal! vessels of our navy which had been lostat sea, 
the Hornet and Wasp. It was wue the JFornet had feundered,-as 
it was supposed, in a storm at sea: but he would ask the geu- 
tleman if he had never heard of a British fleet going into one of 
the European ports, and the officers of one of the vesseis in. 
that fleet boasting that he hadsunk the “ Constitution;”” and it 
was well known that the Wasp was in that region atthe time 
alluded to, and the probability was that this was tho way in 
which this veasel got to the bottom of the ocean. As to the ca- 
pacity of these sloops of war to ride out storms at sea, he need 
only instance the case of the sloop of war Boston in the Ray of 
Biscay, in one of the most tremendous storms which perhaps 
any vessel came through in safety. 

In reply to the remarks of the gentleman from Po 
charging him and the navy committes with doing nothing, be 
to say, that they had reported many important bills 


which hav od the action of ihe House. One of 
which, ¥ 


e establishinent of the navy. 


anothe which bill 
he much r erations of 
that dep asthoy, should be; he did 
not say this te make any reflections upon the head of that de- 
partment, because he believed he conducted the business et the 


departm ys well as he could under its pres f 
Another bill undisposed of wasthe bill regulating navy pensions 
another one wss the bill regulating privateer pensions, end an- 
other one wes the bill regulating the pay of putsersin the navy; 
ar) this latier bill was of the utmost importance. 
of it was to pay them a specific sum, instead of allowing 1 
to make a foruine of the poor sailors, as they had the opportuni. 
ty ofdoing at present. All these bills had been reported by the 
naval comiiitee, and were in the House wadispused.of; yet the 
gentleman ‘from Pennsylvania had made the grave charge 
against the naval committee of having done nothing. 


Mr. J. continued at some Jength.to point out the superiority 
of small vessels of war in time of peace over those. of- larger 
ships. : 

Mr REED said they then had on the stocks, and launched, 
eleven ships of the line; six out of these had been launched, 
and out of these six, there. was bui one in sailing condition. 
This was an important consideration, and he hoped gentlemen 
would view it ina proper light. He had taken som: pains to 
examine into the subject of the deterioration of our vessels in 
the navy, and he had ascertained that the deterioration of ships, 
after they were launched was aboutten per cent. per annum, and 
at that rate, if thisship of the line Pennsylvania were launched, 
her deterioration would be about $70,000 per annum. Was it 
not better, then, to have her remain on the stocks, where she 
would be on a very trifling expense, and could be -fitted out 
for service, in case of a war, at very short notice? 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania had said a great deal about 
modern improvements in naval archetecture and all that sort of 
thing, but he had entirely forgotten that the keeping of large 
ships of war on land in time of peace was a modern improve- 
Ment, and a very great improvement too.. There they could 
tie, at an expense merely of keeping a roof over them all ready 
to be launched whenever their services were required; but the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania wished to abandon this imprve- 
ment. Mr. R. hoped, however, it would not be abandoned. 
Mr. R. had not proposed the building of small sloops in 
licu of fitting out the Pennsylvania out of any hostility to 
the Keystone State; indeed, the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs had never taken that into consideration at all. There 
was-a large vessel of war on the stocks at Boston, and 
Mr. B. would prefer keeping her there, even if the State ef 
Massachusetts should be some small loser by it. But the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania had said that these small vessels 
Were the graves of our hardy seamen. Well, to confute that, 
Mc. R. would only pomt the gentleman to the Baltimore clip- 
pers, which were admitted by every nation to be the finest 
seaboats in the world, which vessels were much smaller than 
the sloops proposed to be built by this amendment, Besides, 
the most wealthy of our merchants risked their property and 
their lives ia merchantmen much smaller than these sloops, 
Mr. R’s constituents, or the people of Massachusetts, had hun- 
dreds of these vessels which navigated into every sea with per- 
fect safety. If, however, the Heuse thought proper to appro- 
priate this sum. {ot fitting-‘out this vessel, he had no objection; 
but he would still desire to have those small vessels for the pro- 
tection of our commerce in the West Indies and- on the South 
Ymerican coa-t. 

Mr. PEARCE of Rhode Island insisted that the Committee 
on Naval Affairs had stepped aside from their duty in opposing 
this item, Thegentlemen from Maine and Massachusetts had 
predicated their objection to it on the ground of its novelty, and 
that distinguished naval officers were Opposed toit. Now, who 
were these? Why had they not been named? The appro- 
priations had been ealed for by the Navy Department, founded 
on the reports of responsible officers. Nor. was this all: there 
was aspecial report from the Secretary of the Navy on the sub- 
ject, calling for the very item proposed in this bill, to which 
Mr. P. referred. He was not disposed at once to set aside such 
evidence and such authority npon irresponsible recommenda- 
tion, nor to give his assent to the effort making by the Naval 
Conmittee to overrule the special recommendations ot the 
Executive, of the Secretary of the Navy, and of the whole 
Board of Navy Commissioners. Mr. P. then wentinto an ar- 
gument to show that it would be little short of a prodigal waste 
of money to substitute the small vessels proposed by the com- 
mitteo, and adduced the policy of Great Britain in relation to 
this matter, andthat of our own Government for the last few 
years, as sustaining his position, and opposite to the proposed 

an, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG could not but say to those gentleman 
who professed so much regard for the navy, that they exhibited 
very little of it, or for the Interests of the uy, generally, by 
making speeches at this period of the session, He hoped they 
would take his admonition in good part, but veally if they were 
sincere friends to the navy, they would cease making those 
long speeches which it had been Mr. C’s good fortune to hear 
for the tast sixtcen years. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND entered into a‘statement in reference to 
the position of the navy yard at Philadelphia, anà certain con- 
templated improvements ihere, showing that if this ship should 
not be launched soon, she would have to rot on the stocke, 
Mr. 5. also quoted the special report, in favor of completing the 
Pennsylvania, of the Secretary of the Navy, and warmly opposed 
the motion (strike ont. 

Mr. PARKER drew the attention of the Huuse to the fact 
that for several years no such furce as this had been recom- 
mended, and he contended that the launching of this ship was 
not wanted by the present posture ef our affairs, or by any ex- 
igency likely to arise. here were four ships of the line alrea- 

y afloat, which were more than were necessary, and he was 
not disposed to vote away so large a sum of money as $400,000 
to launch a ship into the water when she was not required, and 
where she would be, probably, as liable to decay as on the 
stocks, 

The question was then taken on concurring with the commit- 
tee, and decided ia the affirmative—yeas 125, nays 55. 

So the clause was stricken out. 

The next amendment. of the. Committee of the Whore was 
then taken up, as follows: 

“ And, also, six vessels of war-of not less than ten, nor more 
fan sixteen guns, $400,009, in addition to the materiais on 

and.” 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked for the yeas and nays on con- 
curring with this amendment; which were ordered. 

Mr. MANN of New York moved to amend the amendment, 
xo as to strike out “sixteen” guns, and insert “eighteen,” 

Mr. REED (who moved the amendment in the committee) 
gaid he had no objection whatever to Mr. Mann’s motion; and 
ît was agreed to without a division. mn . 

‘The question was then taken in concurring with the amend- 
ment, as amended, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 118, 
nays 47. ` 

Zo the amendment, as amended, was concurred in. a 

The amendment proposing-an item of $5,000 for the survey 
of May river, d&c. South Carolina was then taken up; and, on 
motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the amount reduced to $1,500, 
and so amended, it was concurred in. ARSS 

The amendment for surveying Beaufort and Wilmington 
harbors was also concurred in. 7 : 

Mr. DUNLAP renewed the amendment offered by himin the 
Commitee of the Whole, proposing an appropriation of $ 10,000, 
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for the purchase of a site, and the construction of a marine 
hospital at Memphis, Tennessee; which, after some remarks 
from Mr. D. in support of it, was agreed to 72 to 53. a 
Mr. JARVIS also renewed the amendment submitted by him 
in committee as follows: “To defray the expense of examining 
the shoals of George’s Bank, for the purpose of determining the 


. practicability of erecting a light-house upon the same, in aid of 


the general appropriation for the navy, $5,000; which, after 
some remarks from Mr. J. in explanation of the object contem- 
plated, was agreed to. 


Mr. PINCKNEY then also renewed his amendment for an . 


apprepriation for a navy yard, depot, dry dock, &c. at Charles- 
ton, South Carolina, and asked for the yeas and nays thereon, 


“which were ordered.$ 


Mr. CAMBRELENG said in the present state of the public 
business, with only six more days of the session to tlansact it, 
he felt compelled to make a metion he very seldom did, and 
he therefore asked for the previous question. 

Mr. PINCKNEY inquired if it wasin order to demand the 
previous question, after the yeas and nays had been ordered on 
the amendment. £ 

The CHATR repliedin the affirmative. y 

The House refused to second the demand for the previous 
question—yeas 63, nays 76. 

The question recurring upon Mr. PINCKNEY’S amendment, 

Mr. DAWSON moved to add also Brunswick, in the State of 
Georgia, and that the same amount be appropriated, and for the 
same objects, as for Charleston. 

The CHAIR said, that motion would be out of order, because 
itinvolvedan increase of the amount of money proposed to be 
appropriated by the Committee of the Whole. E 

Mr. DAWSON then renewed his amendment in the form sub- 
mitted by him in committee, viz: substituting “Brunswick?” for 
“Charleston,” wherever the latter occurred. Mr. D. drew the 
attention of the House to the fact of the report of the naval com- 
mission sent out, under a resolution of last session, tosurvey the 
best site for a southern naval depot, having fixed upon Bruns- 
wick for that purpose. 

After a few further words from Messrs. PINCKN EY, DAW 
SON, HAYNES, GRAYSON, and JARVIS, the amendment of 
Mr. Dawson was disagreed to; and the question recurring 
upon that of Mr. Pinckney, 

Mr. PATTERSON asked for the yeas and nays, but they 
were not ordered;: and after some remarks from Messrs. 
MANN of New York, PINCKNEY, McKAY, JARVIS, and 
DAWSON, 

Mr. MANN of New York reneged the call for the yeas and 
nays, and they were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the negative— 
*yeas 51, nays 95. ` 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr, MoKiM then moved the previous questian. 

Mr. CALITOON of Kentucky appealed to the gentleman to 
withdraw it, as he wished to move a reconsideration of the vote 
by which the item of $10,000 for a marine hospital at Memphis, 
Tennessee, had been agreed to. 

Mr. McKIM said he had withdrawn the motion once, and he 
must decline doing it again. 

The House did not second the demand fur the previous ques- 
tion, only 57 voting in the aff mative. 

Mr. CALUIOON of Kentucky then made the motion indicated 
above, and gave as a reason for doing so, that he thought it 
would come up much more appropriately on what was called 
the new “harbor bill”? when the most eligible points on the 
Western waters might be decided on. 

Mr. McKAY understood that Memphis had been, or was in- 
tended to be, included in the bill reported from the Committee 
on Commerce, : 

The House determined to reconsider the vote—ayes 80, noes 
50, and the amendment was then rejected without a division, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to strike from the dill the 
following clause: 

“ For the purchase of a site and the erection of barracks at or 
near Brooklyn, Long Island, New York, $350,000.” 

Mr. GHOLSON asked for the yeas and nays, but they were 
not ordered, and the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PEARCE of Rhode Island, then rose and said that he had 
intended to move an appropriation for Narragansett Bay, but 
he would demand the previous question. 

The Jouse seconded the call, ayes 69, noes 56. 

Mr. HANNEGAN, referring to the few members present, 
barely a quorum, moved a call of the House. Lost. 

The main question was then ordered withouta division, and 
on the main question being on ordering the billto be engrossed, 

Mr. HANNEGAN asked for the yeas and nays, but the House 
refused to order them. 

Mr. ROBERTSON inquired if a motion to recommit this bill 
would be in order? 

The CHAIR said it would not; the previous question having 
Pi moved and seconded, the main question must be first 

aken. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the affirmative, 
Without a division. 

So the hill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading 
this day, and having heen engrossed, and on its third reading, 

Mr. ROBERTSON then moved to recommit this bill to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, with a view, he said, to reduce 
the aggregate amount of appropriations in it in such a manner 
as that committee, upon considering the bill again, might think 
Proper. He added, that he had no disposition to embarrass the 
appropriations for the expenses of the Government. but he 
coud not omit adverting to the fact. of the enormous increase in 
this branch of the service, and rnaking an effort to resist it. He 
had been given to understand that the amount of monev appro- 
priated in the present biil exceeded that of last year $1,200,000. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG concurred in the views of the gente- 
man from Virginia, in relation to retrenchment. but he did not 
think that this was the appropriate bill to commence retrench- 
ments upon. He was certainly in favor of retrenchment, but, 
in the present state of our relations, he did not think it expe- 
dient to reduce the appropriations for our navy. The Senate 
was responsible for a large part of the $1,200,000 alluded to by 
the gentleman from Virginia. We believed there was much 
lees money spent on this branch of the public service than on 
dthers which were less important, and ke hoped the bill would 
hot be committed. 

Mr. VANDERPOHL, in order, he said, to test the sense of 
the House. on- this question, moved the previous question, 
which. was seconded, ayes 87, noes 44; and the main question 
being ordered,- + : 

Mr. GHOLSON asked for the yeas and nays on the main 


question, the passage of the bill, but they were not ordered, and 
the bill was-passed without a division. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the “dill making appro- 
priations for the current expenses of the Indian department, &e. 
for 1837,” returned from the Senate with amendments, was 
commer to a Commitice of the Whole on the State of the 

nion. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved that the House go into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the State of the Union, on the amendmenta 
of the Senate to the “bill making appropriations for the support 
of the army for the year 1837.” 

Mr. MERCER moved to include the bill providing for the 
erection of marine hospitals on the western waters; which 
Mr. CAMBRELENG accepted asa modification. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky" moved tojinclude certain bills 
extending the pension system to certain western warriors: 
lost. $ 

Mr. McKAY moved to include the bill providing fer the erec- 
tion of mavine hospitals in the differeat sea ports on the Atlan- 
tic frontier: lost. 

Mr. THOMAS moved to include the bill to punish certain 
crimes against the United States in the District of Columbia: 
lost. 

The House then went into Committee of the Whole on the 
State of the Union, Mr. SUTHERLAND in the chair, on the 
first two bills. 

The committee resumed the consideration ‘of the 

bill.” : 
The amendment pending was an amendment to the Senate’g 
amendment appropriating $50.000 to pay for the equiprnents of 
the Kentucky volunteers, who had been called out under the re- 
quisition of Gen, Gaines, 

Mr. GRAVES withdrew his amendment, allowing threo 
months’ full pay as compensation to those troops who had mus- 
tered at Athens, and submitted an amendment directing the Se. 
cretary of War to allow to the volunteers of Kentucky, Tennes- 
see, Alabama, and Mississippi, who had been eailed out under 
the requisition of Gen. Gaines, one month’s pay, with all their 
expenses; and making an appropriation of $11,650 for the pay 
of the rifle corps and Coosa volunteers, who were commanded 
by Major Holt. 

After a few explanations by Messrs. GRAVES and WHIT. 
TLESEY this amendment was agreed to, 

Mr. PEYTON then moved an amendment appropriating 
$135,000 or arrears of pay due to the Tennessee volunteers 
raised on the i€th of December 1812, and discharged on the 
10th December, 1813, : 

Mr. P. ddressed the House at some length in support of 
thisamendmeat, and read various extracts to show the justnesg 
of the claim. 

Mr. PEARCE of Rhode. Island wanted to vote understand- 
ingly on this subject, and he wished to kuow whether the claim 
came before’the House in an authentic form, and whether it 
had been app roved by the Department of War, 

Mr. PEYTON explained that the evidence had been aid be- 
fore the Department, but by accident the paper discharging 
these troops had been lost, and owing to this the Department 
would not make the allowance. 

Mr. PEARCE could rot support this clain unless it came 
through the regular channel through which all others came ; 
and he apprehended that there must be some mystery in this 
caim or it would not have laid.over this long without being 
settled. 

Mr. BELL addressed the House at some length fin support of 
the amendment. A 

Mr MASON of Ohio, did not think they could entertain the 
Claim at this time, and he would move to lay the bih aside for 
the present: so the bill was accordingly laid aside forthe present 
by gencral censent, i 

MARINE HOSPITALS. T 

The committee then took up the bill authorizing the`pur- 
chase of suitable sites for the erection of marine hospitals on 
the western rivers and lakes, i 

Mr. McKAY offered ar amendment making an appropriation 
of $10,000 for the erection of a marine hospital at Wilmington, 
North Carolina, and $10,090 for the erection ofa marine hospi- 
talat Newport, Rhode Island. 

After sorne remarks by Messrs, McK. AY, PEARCE of Rhode 
Island, MERCER, and WAROWELL, 

Mr. OWENS moved to amend the amendment by appro. 
priating $10,000 for the erection of a marine hospital at Savan. 
uah, in Georgia. 

Mr. REYNOLDS of Illinois remarked that he had observed 
a strict and absolute silence on this subject until the present 
time. He considered this course, on ordinary occasions, the 
most wise in order to secure the passage of a measure in which 
he was so much interested for his constituents. Tuere is no 
subject in which a most worthy class of citizens is so mugh 
interested, and which is so congenial to the humanity which, I 
have abundant reason to believe, exists in the heart of each 
member in this House. This measure is not for the wealthy, 
nor is it for that class of people who Jive on the fat of the land 
without. work. Itis for the bone and sinew of the country, the 
class of people that support all, and labor for their living. 

On many occasions during the last session, his friends in the 
House will recollect, that he urged this subject on their consi- 
deration so often, and with so many repeated efforts, that he 
was fearful that he had almost tired the House on the subject. 
On this consideration he deerned it his duty to secure the pass- 
age of the bill, and to observe a perfect respect for the House, 
which he had done on all occasions, not to urge the consideia- 
tion of the measure so often on the Houseas he had done here- 
tofore. We considered theJaw so palpably right, that it needed 
no assistance or explanation whatever to insure its passage, 
But the course pursued by gentlemen had changed his opinion; 
and when he saw a measure that isso just and right within 
itself, and so congenial to his feelings, sinking under a load of 
extraneous matter, he considered silence no longer to be a vir. 
tue, and therefore would appeal to the comman sense and jus- 
lice of the House for the preservation of this desirable measure, 

The gentleman from North Carolina (Mr, McCoy) offered an 
amendment for a hospital at Wilmington, in that State, and te 
this amendment various other propositions for as many other 
hospitals as amendments were offered. One in Rhode Island, 
one in Georgia, one on Lake Ontario or Champlain, and these 
all urged with talents, and some plausibility of reason. 

Mr. R. said he would submit to the sound sense and reflece 
tion of this House for a decision against all these amendmente, 
if they desired the bill for hospitals on the western waters topaas 
into a lew, -If this course were adopted, to namethe sites for 
hospitals in the law, each member would be compelled to urge 
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the location of a hospital in his congressional district. He 
hoped the gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr. Pearce) would 
see the utter impossibility to succeed in such a course, and 
abandon his prospects of establishing his hospital in this bill. 
In fact, that little State, Rhode Island, seemed; from the appro 
priations it had already received from the hands of the Gavern- 
ment, to bea great favorite at the city of Washington. He 
presumed all these appropriations were just and right; but if 
this were cut off, and these streams from the public corn crib 
were diverted into another channel, this litte State would re- 
quire the fostering care of physicians to save her life. 

it is utterly impossible :o locate the sites for hospitals in any 
bil before Congress. Every member would have a town or 
site in his Congressional District, that he and his constituents 
wouldagree were most excellent places for the welfare of the 
sick. fhe gentleman, Mr. Wardwell, of New York would 
say, and in truth too, that on the shores of Ontario were good 
sites for hospitals; so would Mr. Owensof Georgia urge it on 
the consideration of the House, that no place was there more ne- 
ceasity for hospitais than in that State. This principle once es- 
tablished, my sriends all around me, who honor me so much 
with their attention on this occasion, must move for hospitals 
in their respective districts. The gentleman, Mr. Hannegan, 
would bave one at Logansport in Indiana, and Mr. Ingham 
one in the State of Connecticut. 

This course will at once dempnstrate its impracticability, awd 
the inevitable destruction of the billnow before the House. 


abandoned it for ever. He did 
y it because he knew it, thatat or 
nea: the mouth of the Onio river, was the most eligible pointin 
all the cvest, for the location of one hospiul. ‘This site is che 
most centre of auy place in ihe valley of the Mis ppi, m na- 
vigating the rivers ofthat vast region of country. 

All the great rivers of the west, some of whose waters are 
densely populated, and others fast settling and improving, con- 
centrate to this point. It is a point between the upper and lower 
Mississippi, and convenient by water to an immense region of 
country. 

Yet with all these advan 
is and after repeated e Sy 
cation ofe hospital ta the bil t : 

The situation at or near the junction of the Ohio with the Mis- 
B ssippi, will claim the attention of tke persons named in the law 
to make the selections, and no doubt there will Le established 
one at this suitable point, 

He would also state to che Mouse that commissioners, talent- 
ei medical men, would be more capable to make the seiections 
than members of Congress, who, perhaps, bad many of them 
neves sev the “iar West? at all. The commissioners woald 
eximie with care anid attention the various suitable places on 
“the western waters” for hospitals, and thereby make the se- 
Jections with æ view to tie general welfare of the country, aud 
not the particular advantage of any congressional district, as 
members of Congress would be competed to do. 

The gentlemen of the army, mentioned in the bil, he would 
not prefer to citizens, to make the selections of sites; but a ma- 
jority of the Committes of Roads and Canals, of which he was a 
member, preferred them to citizens; aad for the sake of una- 
nimity in the committee, and to secure the passage of the 
bill, he would not propose an amendment to change the 
commissioners. 

One other consideration he would present to the IKouse, and 
then conclude his remarks. Ft was the great expenditures of 
the public money in one section ofthe country, and not much 
in another. This must be done, to a great extent, from the 
necessity of the case. Fortifications, t-houses, aud such 
improvements, must be made on the frontier and on the ot 
Alight-hoiase lu the interior, and off navigable water, would 
be of ao use atall to the public. The i 


to the people for a hospital at 
sy be had abandoned the Ju- 


me inay be said of 
fortifications, and such improvements that must be made in a 
certain part of the Union. It is on this principle we of the 
Westact, We have voted millior r (hese Atlantic improve- 
ments, and fur the support of the navy. i 

Twe vty five millions or dollars, reccived into the Treasury 

from the sales of the public lands of the West, have the most of 
it been expended in State improvements on the sea board. In 
this we are con’ fed to accede; and now, when we of the new 
States aad of “the Far West? want a small pittance, a mere 
drop in the-bucket, only fifteen thousand doilars, to enable cer- 
tain officers of the arny to purchase sites for hospitals on the 
western waters, our proposition 1s amended to death, weighted 
down with other hospitals on the Atlantic shores, and from the 
very section of country where ali the treasure almost of the 
United States is disbursed and expended. This seemed to him 
(Mr. R.) $0 manifestly unjust and wrong, that he su od gen: 
tlemen would abandon the amendments. He hoped talenied 
friead from Rhode Island (Mr. Pearce) would cease bis opera: 
tions for a hospita! in this bill, and use his excellent talents and 
singular voice on other occasions. 
Mr. R., remarked further, that a system of hospitals suitable 
to the inlend navigation of the country would not be adapted to 
thesea board. The mode of navigation was, from the nature 
of the country, different, and the systems could not be alike, 
an) ought not to be in the same law. a, 

We would conclude by saying, that the poor and friendless, 
and the country in general, are under great obligations to his 
friend, the gentleman fiom Virginia, (Mr. Mercer,) for bringing 
this subject before the House, and sustaining it with his influ- 
ence and talents. ~ 

ile hoped the amendments would not be agreed to, and the 
bill passed. - : 7 

After some remarks by Messrs. OWENS, DUNLAP, 
PEARCE of Rhode {sland BOND, REED, DENNY, GRAN- 
GER, GRAVES, PARKER, HARPER McKAY, CALHOUN 
of Kentucky, the amendments of Mr. OWENS, and Mr. Mc 
KAY, were severally disagreed to. i è 

Mr. PARKER moved an amendment increasing the appro- 
priation ia the bill to $30,099, for the parpose of purchasing sites 
or six hospitals at suitable sites 9n the Atlantic coast and wes- 

ern rivers and lakes: which was disagreed to. ae 

Mr. DUNLAP then moved an amendment apprepriating 
$10,000 for the erection of a marine hospital at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee; which was disagreed to. h 

On motion cf Mr. LANE, the committee then rose, 
ported the bil tothe House. ; 

The SPEAKER, having resumed the Chair, the amendments 
to the bill were coñcurred in; when , 

Mr. PATTON moved to sirike out the enacting clause to the 
bill. 


and re- 


tory of Wisconsin; which w 
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__ Mr. P. then proceeded to address the House at some length 
in opposition to the general principles of the bill, and conclud- 
ed by calling for the yeas and nays on his motion. 

Mr HANNEGAN said, for the purpose of testing the sense 
of the House on this bill, he would move the previous ques- 
tion; but withdrew the mution at the request of ` 

Mr. MERCER, who made some remarks in reply to his col- 
league, (Mr. Patton,) and concluded by moving the previous 
question, which was seconded by the House; and the main 
question being ordered, the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time to-morrow. ` 

On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, 

The House adjourned at half past 7 o’clock. 


IN SENATE, 
Fray, February 24. 1837. 

The CHAIR presented a memorial from a meeting of the di- 
rectors of the Bank of the United States, setting forth that they 
have seen a report of the Secretary of the Treasury to Con. 
gress, in which he lamen s that he has not been able to sette 
with the bank, andstating their perfect readiness to settle with 
the Government on terms mentioned in the memorial, and-pay 
over the amount that may be due, reserving to the bank the di- 
vidends due the Government on its stock, untila judicial deci- 
sion is had as to the damages claimed by them on the draft on 
the French Government: referred to the Committee on Finance 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public Lands, to 
which had been referred the biH fer the relief of Catharine 
Myer; reported the same withont. emendment. 

On motion of Mr. TOMLINSON, 

The Committee -ensions was discharged from the fui ther 
Soe erator of the petitions of Peter Gibson and Michael 

uin, 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
made a reporton the petition of Lieutenant Alexander ofthe 
United Siates army, and the committee was discharged trom 
the further consideration thereof : 

Mr. NORVELL, in pursuance of notice given yesterday, 
asked and obtained leave, and introduced a bill to authorize the 
President of the United States to asce and designate th 
boundary line between the State of Michigan and the Terr 
s read, and ordered to a second 


reading. 

On motion of Mr. NORVELL, and by umanimous consent, 
the bill was then read the second time, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. ij 

The bill from the House making appropriations for the na- 
val service for the year 1837, was read twice and referred. 

The following bills were severally read the third time and 
passed * 

‘The bill giving effect to the eighth article of the treaty of 
1819, between the United States and Spain. 

*BVhe bill to organize the several fire companies in the District 
of Columbia, 

The bill to continue in force the act for the final adjust- 
ment of private land claims in the State of Missouri, approved 
19th July, 1832, and the act supplemenizry thereto, approved 
21 March. 1833. 

The bill. to authorize the erection of a hospital in the city of 
Washington, and for other purposes. 

The bill to amend the charter of the Franklin Fire Insurance 
company. : 

The Dill to amend the act for quieting possessions, enrolling 
conveyances, and securing the estates of purehasers in the 
Pistrict of Columbia, passed May, 1632; and 
The billto incorporate the President and Directors of the 
Fireman’s Insurance Company of Washington and Georgetown, 
in the District of Calumhia, 

On motion of Mr. TOMLINSON, the hill to continue the 
office of Commissioner of Pensions was taken up, aud consid- 
er das in Commitice ofthe Whole, and ordered to he engrossed 
for a third reading. 

On motionof WALKER, the Senate took up the bill to con- 
firm certain official acts of John Pope, tate Governor of Ar- 
kansas, and the same having been considered as in Committee 
ofthe Whole, and amended, on motion of WALKER, was order- 
ed to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Senate took up the bill to 
creaie a portof entry at Jersey city. 

Mr. WALKER moved to amend the bill, by creating ports 
of entry at Vicksburg and Grand Gulf, in the State of Missis- 
sinpi, and supported the motion with some remarks, showing 
the importance and necessity of the amendment to the great and 
growing conimercial interesis af these two places. 

After some remarks from Mr. DAVIS, the motian was lost 
withonta division, and the bill was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 

The billto provide for the legal adjudication aml settlement 
of claims to lands derived from the grants to the Marquis Mai- 
son Rouge, Baron Bastross and others, in Louisiana, and Elisha 
Williams and Gabriel Winter, in Arkausas s taken up; and 
after being amended, on motion of Mr, SEVIER, by “inserting 
the heirs and legal representatives of Carlos de Villemont,’* 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The Senate then tock up the bili to alter and amend the seve- 
ral acts imposing dutics on imports—the question being on the 
motion of Mv. DAVIS to strike out from the list of articles to be 
made duty free “common salt.’? 

After some remarks from Messrs DAVIS and BENTON, 
the question was taken, and decided in the negative—yeas 15, 
nays 28, as follows: 

YVEAS—Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Davis. Ewing of Ohie, Kent, Knight, McKean, Nicho- 
jas Robbins. Robinson, Southard and Webster—15. 

NAY¥S—Messts. Bayard, Benton, Brown, Cuthbert, Ewing 
of Riinois, fulton, [iabbard, King of Alahama, King of Geor- 
gia, Linn, Lyon, Moore, Mouton, Niles, Norvell, Pace, Parker, 
Prentiss, Rives, Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, Walker, White and Wright—2é. g 

Mr. BENTON moved to amend the bill, by inserting among 
the duty free articles, Indian blankets [particnlarly described 
in the amendments,] and strou 's, scarlet cloths, moleskins, and 
swanskins, [coarse cloths used in the Indian irade] 

After a brief explanation from Mr. BENTON, this amend- 
ment was adopted. £ A 

Mr. NILES meved to amend the bili, by reducing the duty 
on coal, from the 30th of December next, to one dollar per ten, 
and from ard after the 30th December, 1938, te 60 cents per 


tony and supported-the motion with an-argument: of some. 
ength. A ` e 

Mr. BUCHANAN replied at length in opposition to the me 
tion; and : 

After some remarks from Messrs. BEN'TON, NILES, WEB- ` 
STER, PRESTON, and BUCHANAN, Mr. CLAY moved that 
the Senate adjourn, which metion wasrejected—yeas 10, nays 
33, as follows: i Sei 

YEAS—Messrs. Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing of 
Ohio, Knight, Preston, Southard, Swift, Tipton—10. vs 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hendricks, Hubbard, Kent, King, of 
Alabama, King of Georgia, Linn, Lyon, McKean, Morris, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Page, Parker, Prentiss, Robbins, 
Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, Tallrnadge, Walker, Wall, Webster 
White, and Wright--33. ` 

The question was then taken on Mr. NILES’ S motion, and it 
was rejected—yeas 15, nays 20, as follows: 

(ZAS—Messrs. Brown, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King of 
Alabama, King of Georgia, Lyon, Niles, Page, Rives, Ruggles, 
Sevier, Strange, Tipton, and Walker—I5. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, Crittenden, Pa- 
vis, Hendricks, Kent, Knight, Linn, McKean, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Parker. Prentiss, Robinson, Southard, Tallmadge, Wall, Web. 
ster, White, and Wright—20. i 

Mr. BUCHANAN mov: d to strike out “barley” from the 
ay of free articles; which motion was agreed to—ayes 22, noes 

Ə. 

Mr. KENT moved to strike out “cigars? from the free arti- ~ 
cles; which motion wasagreed to—yeas 21, nays 18, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Calhoun, Crittenden, 
Davis, Hendricks, Kent, Knight. Linn, McKean, Morris, Nicho 
las, NDes, Prentiss, Robinson, Southard, Swift, Tipton, Tom- 
linson, Webster, ani White—21. 

NAYS—Messra. Benton, Brown, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, 
King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Norvell, Page, Parker, 
Rives, Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, Tallmadge, Walker, Wall, 
and Wright--18, 

Mr. NILES moved to strike out “common tin and japanned 
saddery;”? which was lost without a division. 

Mr. KNIGHT moved to strike out palm leaf brooms; which 
was lost without a division, G 

Mr. KNIGHT moved to strikeout “button moulds;” lost— 
ayes 16, noes 19. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to strike out “all spirits made 
from vinous materials.” 

Mr. WRIGHT opposed the motion; and on taking the ques- 
tion, it was decided in the negative—yeus 17, nays 21, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—- 


Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, Crittenden, Hendricks, 
Kent. Knight, Morris, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Rohingen, 
Southard, Swift, Tipton, ‘omlinsen, Webster, and White—17, 

NAYS—Messis. Renton, Brown, Cuthbert, Fulten, Hubbard, 
King of Ala. King of Ga. Linn, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Page, 
Parker, Riv es, Sevier, Strange, Tallmadge, Walker, 


Wall, and Wright--21. : g . 
Mr. KENT moved to strike out “all wines and,” leaving the 
word “spirits? &c. 


Mr. NORVELL asked what the object of the gentleman was 
in making the motion. van ; 

Mr. KENT'S reply was totally indudible.to the reporter, 

Mr. SOUTHARD remarked that the duty.on wines was a 
strong arm to be used against a powerful foreign nation with 
when we had great commercial intercourse, to prevent her 
from imposing unequal restrictions on our commerce. By re- 
pealing the duty, we should render ourselves powerless. 

Mr. NORVELL sud that when it should become necessary 
to use this strong arm against a powerful foreign nation, then 
it would be time enough; but until that necessity arose, he did 
not see the use of doing so. seas i 

The quescon was taken on Mr. KENT'S motion, and it was 


lost — 13, nays 26, as follows: Ka 
YE srs. Buchanar, Crittenden, Hendricks, Kent, 
Knight, tris, Prentiss, Robbins, Robinson, Southard, Swift, 


Tipton, and Tomlinzon— 13. 

NAYS—M Benton, Brown, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, 
Hubbard, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Linn, Lyon, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Page, Parker, Preston, Rives, Ruggies, 
Sevier, Strange, Tallmadge, Walker, Wall, Webs:er, White, and. 
Wright—26. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and the question 
was fist taken on concurring with the amendment made in 
comnnittec, striking our china ware, porcelain, &c, and decided 
in the negative—yeas 18, nays 19, as follows: , 

YEAS —Mes Bayard, Buchanan, Crittenden, Davis, Hen- 
dricks, Kent, Linn, Nicholas, Robbins, Robinson, Southard, 
Tallmadge. Tipton, Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, and Whiie—18, 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, 
King of Alabama, King of Georgia. Knight, Lyon, Morris, 

} Parker, Rives, Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, 


The question came up on concurring with the amendment on 
motion of Mr. BENTON, incerting Indian blankets and Indian 

eods, 

Mr. BENTON and Mr. LINN advocated the adoption of the 
amendment, on the ground that the Indians mus! have what 
was calledthe Mackinaw blanket, manufactured in England, 
cost what is might, for it was stroug and durable, and inpervi- 
ous to the weather, and a much betier article than was manu- 
factured in this country. : j 

Mr. NORVELL remarked that the duties on Mackinaw blan- 
kets had the effect of injuring those who were engaged in that 
trade in hats, caps, &e and those Who wished to encourage 
them should be the tobe m favor of taking of the duty. 
Ie hoped the motion would prevail. 

The amendinent was then concurred in—yeas 23, nays 14, as 


N 
Rug: 


„as fello i 
iasa fessts. Bayard, Buchanan, Crittenden, Davis, 
Hendricks, Kent, Knight, Linn, Nicholas, Norvell, Robbins, 
Robinson, Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, 
Webster, and White—19. i 
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NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, 
Kiog of Alabama, King of Georgia, Lyon, Niles, Page, Parker, 
Rives, Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, Walker, and Wall—17. 

Mr. WEBSTER remarked that the duty on tnis article was 
but smali, and was scareely worth striking out. 

Mr. NORVELL said that the item was small, and he there 
fore heped that the Senator from Massachusetts would be grati 
fied in not having the article stricken out. 

Mr. KENT moved tọ strike oui “calomel, quinine, and Ep- 
som salts; which was rejected. 

The question was then taken on ordering the bill toa third 
reading, and was decided in ‘the affirmative by the following 
vote: 

VEAS—‘essrs. Benton, Brown, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, 
King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Linn, Lyon, Nicholas, 
Niles, Norveil, Page, Parker, Rives, Ruggies, Sevier, Strange, 
Tallmadge, Walker, Webster, White, and Wright—23. 

NAYVR—Messrs. Buchanan, Crittenden, Davis, Hendricks, 
Kent, Robbins, Robinson, Southard, Swift, Tipton, atid Wall—11. 

The Benate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, February 24, 1837. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee on the Public Lands, 
moved to discharge the Committee of the Whole from the fur- 
ther consideration of the “bill granting right of way over the 
public lands to a company incorporated by Alabama to con- 
eiet a railroad from Tennessee river to Mobile bay, and to 
grant a certain quantity of land to said company,” and that the 
sgam be recommitted to the former committee; which was agreed 
to. 


. RELATIONS WITH MEXICO. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Forsign Affairs, to 
which had been referred the message of the President of the 
Unived States of the Sth of February, made the following report 
thereon” 

The Committee on Foreign Affairs, to which was 
referred the message of the President of. the 
United States of the 8th of February, relative 
to Mexico, have had the same under considera- 
tion, and respectfully offer the following report: 
The history of the relations between the United 

States and Mexico exhibits an unbroken succession 

of good feelings, and, as far as the occasion per- 

mitted, of kind offices, on the part of the American 

Government, following out, in this as in other 

respects, the disposition and wishes of the people. 

The first to recognise Mexico as an independent 

Power, the Government of the United States has 

been among the first in the unceasing manifesta- 

tion of friendship to this adjacent North American 

Government. Atan early period of her struggle 

for independence, the ports of the United States 

were open to her flag, even at the hazard of incur- 
ring responsibility for this act of impartial neu- 

trality. f 
But the committee perceive, with profound re- 

gret, that on the part of Mexico there has been a 

long train of injuries to the property of American 

citizens, and insults to the national flag, for which 
redress, though often promised, has seldom been 
obtained. 

This omission has doubtless proceeded, in a great 
measure, from the unsettled condition of the Mex- 
ican Government, the numerous and radical 
changes in which have prevented a fixed policy 
from being pursued in its foreign affairs. But the 
committee believe that it has also sprung, in part, 
from a knowledge of the form of our Govern- 
ment, and, the limited powers of its Executive 
branch. 

Cases might be mentioned in which a demand 
for redress, when made by nations whose Execu- 
tive had the power of declaring war, and conse- 
quently the subordinate power of giving large dis- 
cretionary authority to its naval officers, has been 
promptly met when the consequences of refusal 
were uncertain. But our Constitution has wisely 
placed the war making power in the legislative 
branch of the Government, and no severe: mea- 
sures are likely to be adopted towards any foreign 
Power, unless upon much deliberation and re- 
peated aggression. It would seem to follow from 
this, however, that in proportion to the slowness 
should be the firmness of the voice of the nation, 
when expressed through ali the departments of 
its Government. 

Those nations which permit themselves to disre- 
gard the remonstrances of the President, when con- 
veyed through agents appointed by him, and rely 
for their security upon the limited powers wnich 
our Constitution has entrusted to that officer, must 
be taughtthat his complaints against injury and 


outrage do but speak, in anticipation, the voice of. 


the entire people of the country. 

It may be that, without reference to the limited 
powers of the President, the Government of Mexico 
has been encouraged to persevere in its course of 


aggression by the general absence from its neigh- 
borhood of vessels of war belonging to the United 
States, the interposition of which might have been 
more effectual than a diplomatic note. 

To illusirate this position, the committee will se- 
lect, out of the many cases of serious and flagrant 
injury inflicted upon the commerce and rights of 
the United States, by officers of the Mexican Re- 
public, one of the very few in which that Govern- 
ment listened to our demand for satisfaction. 

On the 3d of May, 1836, the Unitea States 
schooner Jefferson anchored off the port of Tampi- 
co, direct from Pensacola, having been sent out by 
order of Commodore Dallas. Licut. Osborn, and 


his boat’s erew, who went on shore, were seized . 


and imprisoned, and the vessel prohibited from en- 
tering the river. A demand for satisfaction. made 
by the American consul was haughtily refused. 
The Jefferson left the port, but communicated with 
the sloop of war Grampus, of eighteen guns, which 
came to off the bar; and on the following day there 

rrived another American corvette, and both an- 
chored there. 

The commander of the Grampus directed a note 
to the principal of the port, informing him that by 
order of the chief of the division on the West In- 
dia station, he had come to enter into a correspon- 
dence with him relative to the insult which he had 


inflicied on the American flag. A note followed . 


frou: the foreign department of the Mexican Gov- 
ernment to Mr. Ellis, requesting him to interpose 
his authority, and order the vessels to retire. Mr. 
Ellis very properly declined todo so. In afew 
days an official communication apprised Mr. Ellis 
that the Mexican Government had supplanted the 
officer in command at Tampico, “by substituting in 
his stead a chief who, it flatters itself, will know 
how to preserve greater harmony with the agents 
and subjects of foreign nations;” and announced 
that “a summary investigation had been ordered to 
be instituted, which by putting in its true light the 
conduct of Mr. Gomez, would apply to him the 
punishment he deserved, if he should prove culpa- 
ble, as well as to all others who may have taken 
any part in the affair treated upon,” renewing the 
request that Mr. Ellis would then give his orders 
for the withdrawal of the squadron from before 
Tampico, which was done, and the vessels depart- 
ed. The committee would be pleased if they could 
stop here in the narrative, but they are compelled 
to remark that, shortly afterwards, the individual 
whose punishment was thus promised, as an atone- 
ment for the insult to the American flag, was re- 
called into service, and assigned to a command up- 
on the coast, where his. hostile feelings might again 
endanger the seeurity of American citizens or pro- 
perty. i 

The effect of this open withdrawal of the apolo- 
gy yielded to the American Government was, as 
m ght. have been anticipated, soon made to appear 
in fresh outrages upon some American citizens, who 
were entitled to have been treated with peculiar for- 
bearance, not only because they were in the employ- 
ment of the American Government, but because 
they constituted a part of the crew of one of the na- 
tional vessels, whose services on board might have 
been very essential. The arrest and imprisonment 
of eight of the seamen belonging to the sloop of war 
Natchez will not now be made the subject of com- 
ment, further than to remark, that the prevention of 
the American consul from visiting them, whilst sick 
and in prison, from the 4th to the 19th of Novem- 
ber, was an act of unpardonable inhumanity, and 
appears to have proceeded from the same officer 
whose fictitious punishment, but real promotion, 
had been offered as an atonement for a previous in- 
sult to the American flag. 

Looking through the catalogue of complaints 
which the United Stateshave to make against Mexi- 
co, on their own account, as the party whose digni- 
ty and honor are assailed, the committee are un- 
able to perceive any proof of a desire on the part of 
the Mexican Government to repair injury or satisfy 
honor. : 

The merchant vessels of the United States have 
been fired into, her citizens attacked and even put 
to death, and her ships of war treated with. disre- 
spect when paying a friendly visit to a port where 
they had aright to expect hospitality. It was the 
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inattention of the Mexican Government to com- 
plaints of this description, that appears. chiefly to 
have induced the return of the late Charge des Af- 
faires; for in his note of December 7th, he says: “If 
those (the claims) that might be presented should 
be all acknowledged as just, yet so long as the seve- 
ral cases of unprovoked and inexcusable outrage 
inflicted on the officers and flag of his country, 
which have been heretofore submitted to the Mexi- 
can Executive, remained unsatisfactorily answered, 
he would have but one course to pursue.” . 

It is possible that the claims for private property, 
which had recently been presented anew to their 
notice,may have attracted the serious attention of that 
Government; but if a cordial disposition was felt 
to adjust them, it is not easy to imagine why those 
cases, where a decree of the Mexican authorities 
had been for a long-time passed for their payment, 
and a portion actually paid, were not fully satis- 
fied. The committee are willing to hope, however, 
that the manifestation of serious discontent on the 
part of the United States, by the withdrawal of 
their officic! representative, will induce the Mexican 
Government to engage in the active investigation 
of all the grounds of complaint, pressed upon them 
for many years past. They fully concur with the 
President, that ample cause exists for taking re- 
dress into onr own hands, and believe that we 
should be justified, in the opinion of other nations, 
for taking such a step. But they are willing to try 
the experiment of another demand, made in the 
most solemn form, upon the justice of the Mexi- 
can Government, before any further proceedings 
are adopted. It is their opinion that a diplomatic 
functionary of the highest grade should be appoint- 
ed to bear this last appeal, whose rank would indi- 
cate at once the importance of his mission, and 
the respect in which the Government to which he 
is accredited is held; for notwithstanding the cause~ 
less ill feeling which appears to prevail in Mexico 
towards the Government and people of the United 
States, the latter will continue as long as possible, 
to treat with respect their ancient, though now 
estranged friend. In conclusion the committee re- 
spectfully submit to the House the following reso- 
lutions: l 

Resolved, That the indignities offered to the A.me- 
rican flag and injuries committed upon the persons 
and property of American citizens, by officers of 
the Mexican Government, and the refusal or ne- 
glect of that Government to make suitable atone- 
ment, would justify the Congress of the United 
States in taking measures to obtain immediate re- 
dress, by the exercise of its own power. 

Revolved, That, as an evidence of the desire of the 
American Government to preserve peaceful rela- 
tions with the Government of Mexico, as long as the 
same may be compatible with that dignity which it 
is due to the people of the United States to preserve 
unimpaired, the President be, and is hereby, re~ 
spectfully requested, to make another solemn de- 
mand, in the most impressive form, upon the Go- 
vernment of Mexico, for redress’ of the grievances 
which have heretofore been ineffectually presented 


to its notice. 3 

The report having been tread, : 

Mr. HOWARD said it was the desire of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs that the House should have an opportunity of 
voting on the two resolutions with which the above report con- 
elutied, and he wished to move the postponement of their con- 
sideration to a certain day, if that could be done without their 
losing their priority. Tle proposed, therefore, with the con- 
currence of the House, that, in a day or two, by the time the 
report and resolutions could be printed, the subject should be 
taken up, and he hoped it would meet the concurrence of the 
House to make them the special order for some day, for in no 
other way could the House be secure that they would be taken 
ap at all. 

Nt. H. did pot believe, ke added, that much, if any, difference 
of opinion would be found to prevail in the House upon thè ut- 
timate adoption of these resolutions; but whatever the opinion 
of the House might be, it was proper that itshonid be expressed 
far it was a matter pecu y demanding that expression. 
The time of the session being so very shori, he reiterated the 
hope thatthe subject would be made the special order for some 
day close at hand, but yet distant enough to allow time for them 
and the report to be printed. . 

Mr. H. wouid name Tuesday néxt, if by that motion he could 
secure their coming up as the first business in the morning, 
and he inquired of the Chair if that motion would secure his 
object. 

Phe CHATR stated that if it were under the special order for 
Tuesday, it would not come up during the morning hour. The 
gentleman, however, could attain his object by a simple motion 
to postpone the- subject till Tuesday, when itavould come up 
on that day, the first business as soon as the journal was Tead 
unless some other report made in the mean time should inter 
vene. ; 


Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that it must ‘be ovident to 
every gentleman that a debate on the subject of Texas would 
necesserily come upon the civil and diplomatic bill, where an 
ent would be proposed for the salary: and outfit of a 
to that couatry. It was also Mr C’s intention, with 
nt of the Honse, on disposing of two other bills, ta 
nid he therefore hoped gentiemen would post- 
L 1 Let them goon 
with the public business in the meantime, for they all knew that 
on the last day of the session they could do nothing in the way 
ef original action on bills under the orders of the House. 

With regard to the resolutions of the gentleman from Mary- 
land, it was no doubt intended, and it was desirable, to get as 
much unanimity upon them as possible, and he therefore trust- 
ed the deBate would be confined, in the first instante at least, to 
the proposed amendment to the appropriation bill. . These reso- 
Iutions might be lefi to the last day of the session, when they 
would be taken up as a matter of course, 

Mr, HOWARD, iy reply, reminded the gentleman that these 
resolutions had no connection whatever with the aflairs of Texas, 
aud he hoped they would not be drawn into conjunction with 
that subject atall, They had been kept disconnected by the 
committee, nor was even the word Texas once mentioned in the 
report: but our grievances upon Mexico were placed upon 
other and distinct grounds; and whenever the resolutions came 
up, he trusted that the subject or Texas would not be involved 
with that of Mexico. Mr. H. was willing te adopt any course 
that might be deemed most convenient by the House, and he 
would therefore move to make the subject ‘the special order of 
the day for Tuesday next. 

r. CAMBRELUNG rejoined. The House had Friday, (this 
Monday, and Tuesday, which was ail the time 
12 passage of the appropriation bills; and under these 
nees, he thought the gentleman ought not to press his 

to desire its adoption. On Tuesday night at 12 
ey would be precluded from sending any bills from 
the House to the Senate,and they had,consequently, but four days 
yemaining to dispose of the whole of the publie business, includ- 
ing-all the appropriation hills. Even to-day and to-morrow they 
were obliged to set aside all the private business, to consider 
thatofa publie character. He earnestly hoped nothing would 
interpose betweea the necessary and indispensable business of 
the country. A 

Afer some conversation between the CHAIR and Mr. 
HOWARD, onthe effect of his other motion, Mr. H. moved 
that the report be printed, and, with the resolutions, lie on the 


the a of 
callup that-bi e 
pone the discussion of this subject till then. 


Spea 3 table as an unfinished report. 
Mr. ROBERTSON said he would not undertake to say that 


there s any manner of connection between the proposed 
course of the Government of the United Szaics in regard to that 
of Mexico and that which related to our connection with Texas; 
but he ha. the honor, some days ago, tolay on the table a reso- 
lution calling for intormation from the Executive Department 
of any communications that may have passed between the Pre- 
sident of the Uni ed States and General Santa Anna. Now, 
Mr. R. didapprehend that it might be of great importance to 
the Congress of the United States, the war making power, to 
know, ifany thing had transpired, what had transpired between 
the Prosident ef the United States and the constituted authority, 
ashe (Mr. R.) presumed he was, of the Mexican Republic. 
Thoy did not known but that General Santa Anna, if he were 
really at the head of the Mexican Government, and should re- 
main, so in gratitude for his reception by the President of the 
United States, might be disposed to render the most perfect jus- 
tice in regard to the grievances against that country; and if he 
succecJad, as seemed probable, in again attaining the ofice of 
Executive of Mexico, we might indulge the reasonable expecia- 
tion that the friendly relations between the two countries would 
he amicably restored, and our grievances fully redressed. 
With that view, Mr. R. appealed to the chairman of the Com- 
smittee on Porcign Relations, to know from him ifthey might 
hope to receive any communication of what had transpired, if 
any thing had transpired, between General Santa Anna and the 
Presiden of the Untied Siases. Such a communication might 
have a very important bearing upon the subject then before 
the Mouse, and he thought it would. With reference to the ro- 
port and resolutions before the House, he had no objection to 
consider them at as early a day as the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, or the House, might desire, but he 
asked that they might first be put in possossion of the informa- 
ton called for by his resolution, of any communications, i any 
there had been, between the Executive of the United States and 
General Santa Anna. 

Mr. R. would make one other remark. Many of the com- 
plaints against the Mexican Government had originated under 
the administration of General Santa Anna, at least so he appre- 
bended; and there was thence greater reason to hope that our 
relations with Mexico might continue to remain pacific. 

Mr. HOWARD did not wish the Mouse ta engage in a 
lengthy debate, and he therefore moved to postpone the further 

onsideration of the report and resolutions till to-morrow; 
hich was agreed to, 
Mr. INGERSOLL, from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
moved to discharge the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union from the Senate bill, entitled “An act to repeal a 
certain proviso to alter and amend the several acta imposing 
duties on importa, approved Mth July, 1932; which was 
agreed to. 

At a subsequent stage of the proceedings, Mr. INGERSOLL 
reported the bill back with an amendment, “suspending” the 
proviso referred, instead of “repealing it; and the amend- 
ment having been concurred in, the bill was passed. 

HARBOR BILL. G 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee of Ways and Means, re- 
ported back to the House the harbor bill, With sundry amend- 
ments; which was committed to a Committee of the Whole on 
the state-of the Union. k 

Mr. SUTHERLAND, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported a bill to suspend the operation of the second proviso of 
the third section of the act making appropriations for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of the Government for the year 1835; 
which, on his motion, was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading to-merrew. 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported 
Senate bil, without amendment, for the rehef of George W. 
Brant, a Cherokee Indian; which was committed. 

Mr. CRANE, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
reported, without amendment, Senate bill for the reli: f of Cap- 
fain Samuel Warren; which was committed. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on the Judiciary, re- 
Ported, with sundry amendments, a bill frorn the Senate, en 


tilled “An act to amend an act respecting the judicial system of 
the United States; which was committed to a Committee of 
the Whole on the State of the Union. 

Mr. CRAIG, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
made-an unfavorable report on the petiticn of John H. Smith; 
which was ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Committee of Claims, 
made unfavorable reports on the petitions of L. Bissell, Wil- 
Ham Shaw, Conrad House, David Wilkinson, and James Wil- 
kinson; which were severally ordered to lie on the table, and 
be printed. Also, onthe petition of Thomas Beall, fer herse 
lost in the service of the United States; which was ordered to 
lie on the table... 

Mr. STORER, from the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions, reported unfavorably on the jetitions of Edward Kear- 
ney and Andrew Cule; which reports were ordered to lie on 
the table, and be printed. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of. Ohio, from the same committee, to 
which this-subject had been referred, reported the following 
resolutions, which were concurred in. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be discharged from 
the further consideration of so muchof the claim of Meshach 
Hale, aa relates to the loss of a horse, and that the same be re- 
ferred to the Third Auditor for settlement under existing laws. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be discharged from 
the further consideration of so much of the claim as relates to 
the loss of a gun; and that the same. be laid on the table. 

Mr. CHAPIN, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
asked that the committee be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of Nathaniel Bird, and that the same 
do lie on the table; agreed to. 

Mr. CHAPIN offered the following resolution, which was 
real by the Clerk: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to report a bill with suitable provisions to prohibit the in- 
habitants of the District of Columbia, and all others within the 
jurisdiction of the said District, under adequate penalties, 
from carrying about their persons concealed and deadly wea- 

pons. 

s Mr. CAMBRELENG objected to theconsideration of the re- 
solution, because the whole day would be consumed in debate 
upon it, and the House could not now spare the time for the dis- 
cussion * 

Mr. CHAPIN said he did not wish to debate the resolution; 
he merely wanted a distinctexpression of the sense of the House 
upon the subject maiter, without debate. He, therefore, moved 

suspension of the rules in order to consider the resolution. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said debate could not be avoided if the 
resolution came before the Honse, 

Mr. INGITAM called for the yeas and nays upon the motion, 
which were not ordered 

The question being taken, the House refused to suspend the 
rules, it requiring a vote of two thirds; so the resolution was 
not considered. 

Mr. VINTON laid on the table an amendment to the land 
bill, which he gave notice he should move when that bii 
came up for consideration; and the same was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. OWENS, on leave, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 

uested to communicate to this House at the next session of 

ongress, al} papers and doouments, and all and every matter 
conneeted with the frauds alleged to have been committed upon 
the Creek Indians, in the sale and purchase of their lands; and, 
more particularly, the evidence on the subject cullected by the 
commissioners appointed by him to examine and report on the 
same, as, also, the circumstances and facts attending the sale of 
lands hy the Creek Indians to certain individuals in Georgia, Ala- 
bama, and elsewhere, alleged to have been mace by, and under, 
the authority or sanction of General Jesup, of the United States 


nd 
o in relation to reservations allotted to Indian heads of fami- 
lies who have died since their location.” 

Mr. OWENS accepted the amendment as a modification of 
his resolution, and, so modified, the resoiution was considered, 
and agreed to. 

Mr. BOON, on leave, presented certain joint resolutions of 
the Legislature of Indiana, proposing amendments to the Con- 
stitution of the United States; which were laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ADAMS, on leave, presented certain resolutions ef the 
Legislature of the State of Massachnsetts, on the subject of a 
reduction of the revenue. 

Mr. MERCER moved that the House take up the Senate bills 
on the Speaker’s table for commitment; which was agreod to. 

The Senate bill to prohibit the sales of the. public lands ex- 
cept to actual settlers, andin limited quantities, being read the 
first. time, 

Mr. GHOLSON moved that the bill be passed over, so that it 
might remain iu its present situation on the Speakers table. 

After various suggestions by Messrs. MERCER, HARDIN, 
SUTHERLAND, BELL, and LANE, as to the proper course of 
proceeding in relation to this bil], 

Mr. MERCER moved a reconsideration of his motion, which 

was agreed to.and the hill was permitted to remain onthe Speak- 
er’s table, in the’ same situation in which it had been before. 
. On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House went into 
Committee of the Whole, Mr. SMITH in the chair, on the 
amendments of the Senate to “the bill making appropriations 
for the support of the army for the year 1837.” 

The amendment pending was an amendment of Mr. PEY- 
TON, making an appropriation of $150,000 for arrears of pay 
due to the Tennessee volunteers raised on the 10th of Decem- 
ber, 1812, and discharged on the 10th December, 1513. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG expressed the hope that the gentleman 
from Tennessee might not press this amendment at the present 
time, when they had but a few days left te get through with the 
annual appropriation bills, but that he would Jeave it for the 
consideration of Congress when it should have more time to 
make inquiries into the subject 

Mr. WHITTLESIY of Ohio concurred in opinion with the 
gentleman from New York. He thought they ought to have 
more time to consider this claim. The Committee of Claims, 
having had the subject under consideration; had agreed that the 
claim should lie over for some time, so that there might be an 
opportunity of laying before them the necessary evidence in the 
case; the paper discharging the troops might perhaps yet be 
found, and then the claim would come before the house proper- 
ly authenticated. g 

Mr. BELL went inte an explanation of the claim at some 


army. 
Mr. CHAPMAN proposed the following amendment: “a 


a 


length. The treops were tobe sure discharged, but they wore > 
afterwards called into service and served out their full term of 
twelve months, and consequently were entitled to pay 

Mr. MERCER disapproved of this claim entirely, and.cca- 
tended, that if the principle in this claim waa admitted, it would 
open the door to an endless classof claims, which would-be 
pressed upon Congress from year to year. The same principle 
would apply to the regular army, te. volunteers and militia, 
who might be discharged before their term af service expired, 
and by this means there might be a large number of claims of. 
militia called out during the last war, brought before Con- 
gress. 

After a few remarks by Mr. BELL, the amendment was re: 
fected. ‘ 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to amend the Senate's amend- 
ment, by adding a clause appropriating of $100,000 for arming 
and equipping the militia of the United States; which. was 
agreed to. : 

ate STANDEFER then moved an amendment of $15,000 
for one month’s pay to the fifteen companies of Tennessee vo- 
lunteers who had equipped themselves, and rendezvoused. at 
Athens, in the Stat: of Tennessee, for the purpose of going 
against the Seminoles in Florida. | : 

Mr. STANDEFER advocated this claim at somé length, and 
urged upon the Mouse the necessity of granting this claim. | 

My. CAMBRELENG implored of gentlemen not to introduce 
new claims at this late stage of the sesaion, as it would take all 
the time of the session to get through with those claims which 
had come regularly into the House through committees. 

The amendment was then disagreed to. 

Mr. DUNLAP then moved an amendment, allowing to those 
troops of Tennessee, who had turned out under the requisition - 
of Genera! Gaines, the same sum as those troops who had beer 
mustered into the service of the United States, and immediately 
discharged. 

After afew remarks by Mr. DUNLAP, the amendment was 
disagreed to, ` 

Mr. TOUCEY moved an amendment appropriating 3-80.00 
for the payment of the Connecticut militia, called into the ser- 
vice during the last war, in the, following cases: First, those 
called out to repel actual invasion. Secondly, those called out 
under State authority, and afterwards received into the service 
ofthe United States; and thirdly, where they were ¢alled out 
under the requisition of the President of the United States, or 
any other officer of the United States. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. TOUCEY and CAMBRE- 
LENG, the amendment was disagreed to—ayes 52, noes 72. 

Mr. McKAY then offered an amendment, appropriating 
$30,000 for the payment of the North Carolina militia in similar 
cases with the above amendment. — . 

After a few remarks by Messrs. TOUCEY and WHITTLE- 
SEY of Ohio, the amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. LAWLER proposed an amencment appropriatin 
$15.000 for one month’s pay to the Alabama volunteers, called 
out under the requisition of General Scott, but were not mus: 
tered into service owing tothe neglectof the United States of- 

cers. 

After a few remarks by Mr. LAWLER, the amendment was 
rejectegdy ` 

Mr. GWENS then proposed as an amendment: That the 
sum of twenty theusand dollars be appropriated to reim 
burse the State of Georgia for moneys expended, or tobe 
expended, by said State, in payment for the services of volun- 
teers in the Creck and Seminole wars, for losses sustained by 
them, and medical attendance-furnished them, during said ser- 
vice, or in going to or returning from the place of rendezvous, 
the said volunteers not having been regularly mustered into the 
army of the United States, and. under the existing laws, not 
entitled to pay ; but authorized to be paid by an act of the Le- 
gislature of the State of Georgia, passed 26th December, 1636, 
provided that good and sufficient evidence be furnished the 
War Departmem, that the said volunteers, in said act desig- 
nated, have been paid by said State in conformity with its pro- 
Visions. 

Mr. OWENS said he concurred with the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, Mr. CAMBRELENG, that at this 
late period of the session, nothing should be done to prevent ` 
the progress of the bill, Mr. O. did not wish to embarrass its 
passage, or to consume the time ofthe House; he preposed the 
amendment from a sense of duty; and to satisfy the services of 
a mos! meritorious class of citizens who were volunteers, and 
engaged in the service of the country, and who performed ac- 
tual services during the Seminole and Creek wars, but who 
were not mustered into the service of thy United States, and 
consequently, under the existing laws, not entitled to compensa- 
tion. There is no member of the House who will not readily 
agree that volunteers of this description, and who performed 
actual and important services, at a period when the eavagos 
were carrying on their customary barbarous and extermina- 
ting warfare, should not be permitted to sustain the losses incur. 
red, and receive no compensation, Most of the amendments 
which have preceded that offered by him (Mr. O.) are distinet, 
and have not the claims to justice upon which his was 
founded.. The volunteers contemplated by them, are those 
only who marched to the place of rendezvous, or who were 
on their way to the place of rendezvous. and returned home, 
not having heen engaged or been partaking in the strife; but 
the volunteers, who have fought with gallaniry, and d’splayed 
a devution to the interest of their country that notoniy entitles 
them to the poor compensation of seldiers, but the eternal gra- 
titude of the iMhabitants of that portion of the country afficted 
by the savage inroads of the enemy, but that of tke Republic at 
large. The Legislature of Georgia. taking a just and political 
view of the subject, and knowing that these volunteers were 
persons the least able to bear the loss incurred by removal 
from their occupations and homes, and considering. them. fully 
entitled to compensation, have passed an act recognising their 
claims, and made provision for their payment. The sums 59 
paid, or to be paid, by the State, the object ofthe amendment is 
to have reimbursed hy the Goverument. A claim-go just and 
meritorious in its character, he (Mr, O.) cannot-permit himself 
to doubt the House will consider its duty, as wellas its pleasure, 
tosatisfy; to refuse it, would not only be unjustto the State, 
but contrary to the plainest dictates of national policy. It 
would be saying tothe citizen, whenever in acase of alarm, in 
hostile aggression, he rushes to the defence of his country, or to 
the protection of his neighbors, unless he has the authority 
of the Government—unless he is mustered into the ser- 
vice of the United States—no matier what may be the ser- 
vices performed or the public benefit attained—he is toke told 
he acted upon his own responsibility, and is therefore not on- 
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Litled to the consideration of Congress—that he only did his du- 
ty as a citizen. If the House address this language to those gal- 
Jant citizens, who are not only willing, but able, to defend the 
country, the consequence will be that none but those who are 
compelled or forced by law, will be found to march in defence 
of their fellow citizens, when hostile aggressions are made on 
their persons or property. It would seem to him (Mr. O.) to 
be the interest as well as the paramount duty of the House to 
give encouragement to the citizen at.the first warning, at the 
first summons of hostilities, to place himself in an attitude of 
defence, and.to be ready to. repel aggression. Encourage their 
ardor-add fuel to their patriotism—but do not, by a misplaced 
andill judged economy, repress both. a i 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said he had the same objection to this 
amendment which he had to all the others. It had not been 
examined and reported upon by a committee of the House. 

Mr. ALFORD made an earnest appeal to the House in sup- 
port òf this amendment, and drew a glowing picture of the 
sufferings of the citizens on the frontiers of Georgia and 
Alabama. The State of Georgia had, with a noble liberality, 
paid the volunteers who had rallied to the protection of the 
frontier inhabitants, and it was but right and proper she should 
be reimbursed for this expenditure. 

After some further remarks by Mr. WHITTLESEY, the 
amendment was rejected. 

Mr. LOVE submitted an amendment, making it the duty of 
the Secretary of War to cause the pensioners of the United 
States to be paid at such pension agencies as the pensioners 
themseives might designate. : 

M. L.said there would be no necessity for this amendment 
if the officers of the Government would do their duty; but, as 
they would not do this, it was the duty of Congress to make 
them doit. He then went on at some length to point out 
abuses existing in the State of New York in relation to the pay- 
ment of pensioners. The pensioners formerly were paid at the 
city of New York, but it had been removed to Albany, for what 
purpose Mr. L. did not know, unless for the benefit of a bank 

at that place, in which partisans of the administration were 
large stockholders, which put pensioners to considerable ex- 
pense; whereas, at the city of New York, those pensioners. in 
the remote parts of the State, couid receive their pay free ofex- 
ense, through their merchants, who regularly visited New 

York. . 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said ifthey wenton at this rate there 
was no telling where they would end. If hiscolleague had been 
as anxious to get this alleged abuse corrected as he was to make 
a speech, he would have brought this measure before the Corn- 
mittee on Pensions and had 1t. properly brought before the House. 
He considered that they were more accountable for the speeches 
they made at this late hour of the session, than for any thing 
else, and he hoped gentlemen would not now be pressing upon 
the committee their new claims. 

Mr. TURRILL replied to his colleague (Mr. Love,) and vin- 
dicated the Secretary of War, from the imputation cast up- 
on him by the gentleman Every gentleman who knew the 
Secretary of War adinderim, knew that he never could be 
operated upon by any but pure and patriotic motives; and the 
insinuations cast out by the gentleman, that this pension agen- 
cy had been changed for political purposes, was gratuitous. 

After some remarks by Messrs. WARDWELL and LOYE, 
the amendment was rejected—ayes 38, noes $8. 

‘The amendments of the Senate, as amended, was then con- 
curred in, and the bill was laid aside to be reported to the 


House. 
FORTIFICATION BILL. 

‘The committee then, on motion af Mr. CAMBRELING, took 
up the “bill making appropriations for certain fortifications 
of the United States, for the year 1837.” 

Mr.’ CAMBRELENG, after a few words of explanation, 
moved to sirike from the bill the following clause: 

“For incidental expenses attending repairs of fortifications, 
and for the purchase of additional land in their neighborhood, 
$100,000,” which was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then moved two additional items, as 
follows’ 

ta fortifications at New London harbor, Connecticut river, 
$50,000.” 

“Por fortifications at the mouth of Connecticutriver, $40,000.” 

Mr. DUNLAP opposed it, and Mr, INGHAM and Mr, HA- 
LEY supported it, when it was agreed to. 

Me. YELL moved an amendment appropriating 630,000 for 
the completion of new forufications on the frontier of Arkansas, 
in addition to the money already appropriated; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. PARKS moved an amendment, appropriating $50,000 
for a fortification at the mouth of the river Penobscot. 

After some remarks by Messrs. PARKS and HALL of Ver- 

* ment, the amendment was disagreed to—ayes 59, noes 66. 

Ma. PARKS then moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
amendment making appropriations for fortifications at New 
Londen and the mouth of Connecticut river was adopted, as 
above staten, 

Afer a few words by Messrs. PARKS, MERC R, CAM- 
BRELENG, INGHAM, and VANDERPORL, 

The henr: of three o’clock having arrived, the House took a 
renos, in pursuance of tha order of yesterday, until haif past 4 
o'clock. 


EVENING SESSION. 

Pursuant to the order adopted en Thursday, the Mous& re- 
sumed its session at half past 4 o'clock, P. M. and again went 
into Committee of the Whole on the State of the aion, (Mr. 
SMITH in the chair,) and procecded with the consideration of 
the “Fortification bill.” 

The question pending was the motion of Mr, PARKS to re- 
consider the vole by which an item of appropriation for the 
fortifications at New London andat the mouth of the Connecti- 
cut river, in the State of Connecticut, was agreed to. 

Mr. PARKS went on to demonstrate the superior claims of 
the: mouth of the Penobscat to the Connecticut river, recommen- 
ded, as it had been, by the War Department, and by the pe- 
culiar vicinity of the State of Maine toa foreign country, 
pounded. only by a line of 140 miles by the Union, but by 
50) miles on the British frontier. He adverted to several inci- 


dents during the late war, wherein the ex posed situation of that - 


point was made evident, and itsimpartance proved to show that 
there was no spot upon the whole Atlantic coast that more re- 
quired an expenditure than. that did—quoting the opinion of 
Commodore. Morris to that fact and referring to the bili report- 
ed some Sessions since by the Senate of the United States, and 
lost in the House only because it could not be reached. __ 

Mr. PEARCE of R. 1- had voted for the appropriation for 


New London, and gave his reasons fer doing so. He insisted 
that the cases of Portland and New Londen were not analogous. 
The latter was an old work, but not even the ground was broken 
for the former. In reference to New London there ought to be 
no question, nor could any appropriation be made of so much 
importance to so many interests as for that point. 

Mr. TOUCEY adverted to the little that had been hitherto 
done for the State of Connecticut up to this time. There had 
been appropriated for fortifications altogether, up to the year 
1833, upwards of $16,000,000, out of which there been expended 
for fortifications in that State the small sum of only $79,009, from 
the foundatien of the Government to the present time. It was 
in evidence that that State, in the last war, had herself expended 
more in defending the commerce from the British, than the 
whole sum expended in her defence by the General Govern- 
ment, and that money had never yet been returned. The im- 
portance of the points proposed was unquestionable, and been 
again and again recommended by the Committee on Military 
Affars, the engineers of the United States, the War Department 
itself, and now by the Committee of Ways and Means. He had 
no objection to the proposed amendment of the gentleman from 
Maine, but surely the failure of his success presented no good 
reason for defeating an ebject against which nothing could be 
said. 

Mr. GRENNELL went into an expose of the importance 
this place had always been held in from its earliest foundation, 
as far back asthe year 1635, down to the revolution. It was the 
second pori built by the British settlers on this continent, and 
had always been cherished by them as the key almost to New 
England. What had been suffered duriag the late war in con- 
soquence of the neglect at the mouth of the Connecticut river? 
Twenty vessels destroyed at one time, with an immense amount 
of property, all for want.of proper fortifications. 

Mr. McKAY was opposed to the appropriation for the mouth 
of Connecticut river, because no survey had been mace for that 
purpose. He suggested that when the bill came into the House, 
that part of the amendment be disagreed to. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG agreed with the gentleman from N, Caro- 
lina hoping the whole amendment would not be reconsidered, 
but stiike out the later branch of the amendment in the House. 
The first branch, being for an old werk, came properly within 
the jurisdiction ofthe Committee of Ways ard Means, but this 
did not apply to the iter for the mouth of Connecticut river, 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to without a division. 

My. JARVIS moved a reconsideration of the note by which 
the amendment of Mr. PARKS, appropriating $50,000 for for- 
tifications at the mouth of Penobscot river was rejected, but 
the motion did not prevail—67 to 76. 

Mr. BELL then said that he had no wish to delay any of the 
other appropriation bilis the chairman of the Committee of 
Waysand Means might desire to pass through the committee 
this evening; but he thonght this the most proper bill, under all 
circumstances, to submit a motion which might, or might not, 
cause some discussion. He had hoped this bill would have 
bean the Jast taken up, as he considered it the one of the least 
importance of all the others. 

Mr. B. would, in the outset, call the attention ofthe committee 
to some few facts which appeared to have been overlooked. 
He then went into a statement showing the large increase ofap- 
propriations for this branch of the service over those of former 
years, and that the amount on hand was seven or eight hundred 
thousand, or a million of dollars, besides what was appropriat- 
ed in this bill, for the identical objecte embraced in is. After 
ee further remarks, Mr. B. submitted his amendment, as fol- 
ows: 

Be it enacted, That the monsy which shall be in the Trea- 
sury of the United States on the first day of January, 1938, 
reserving a sum of five millions of dollars, shall be deposited 
with the several States, on the terms of the 13th, 14th, and 15th 
provistons of thejact regulating the deposites of the public mo- 
ney, approved the 23d of June, 1836, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, in answer to the remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessec, (Mr. Bell,) in relation to excess of ap- 
propriations in the Treasury, said he had only to remark, 
that there was a great deal of deception in relation to those 
appropriations; because, although the money wasin the Trea- 
sury, in most cases the works for which it was appropriated 
were already under contract. The Committee of Ways and 
Means were at one time of opinion with the gentleman from 
Tonnessee. They knowing that there were large amounts of 
money m hand in the Treasury, they made inquiries at the 
proper departments, and ascertained that, although there was 
asurpiins on hand at present, yet the probability was that the 
appropriations would, in all probability, fall short during the 
ensuing year. 

Mr. C. then sent to the clerk’s table a report from the Engi- 
neer Department, showing the objects for which the appro- 
priations were required, which showed that all the appropri- 
ations proposed in the till would be needed during the ensuing 
year. 


. WILLIAMS of North Carolina advocated the amendment 

of the gentteman from Tennessee, on the ground of its recog- 
nising a system of permanent distribution, from which he (Mr. 
W.) couldsee no possible evil that contd result, 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia said, that having voted for the 
deposite act of the last session, and intending to vote against the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from Tennessee, he felt 
it due to himself briefly to state the reasons which induced him 
to vote ashe now intended to. do. He said that he felt no regret 
for the vete which he gave for the deposite act of the last ses- 
sion; he not only felt no regret, but was well satisfied that the 
vote was rightand proper; such aone as, under like circum- 
stances, he would give again. When the deposite act passed 
there was 2 large actually existing surplus in the Treasury, 
which, upon every reasonable data of calculation would, by 
the close of the year, amount to about forty millions of dollars, 
and which had since been ascertained to be $42,000,009. Upon 
every reasonable basis of estimate, the accruing revenue, down 
to the year of 1342, would be equal to, and perhaps more, than 
what ought to be the actual wants and expenditures of the 
Government. In this state of things, this immense amount of 
revenue would, without some disposition of it, remain unem- 
ployed'in the hands of the Federal Goveynment, or be em- 
ployed by the deposite banks for their individual profit. He 
said he need notsay that he thought it too dangerotis to permit 
such an immense amount of unappropriated money to remain 
for so long a time in tae hands of the Government unemployed 
for any public purpose; that he would not trust this Govern- 
ment with such immense means of patronage and corruption, 
-be it: administered by whom it might. There is nothing so 
dangerous in its employment, or corrupting in its use, as 


money; and he didnot regard any Government so inflexible. 
in its Virtue, or so far above the reach of temptation, as to-trust 
it unnecessarily with means of so extraerdinary and dangerous 
temptation. 

He said that he was clearly convinced of the propriety of this 
sentiment, from the fact that this Government, not the executive 
administration, but the Government, was daily making rapid 
advances in the exercise of powers, and the increase of expen- 
diture and patronage, not warranted by the Constitution, and 
dangerous to the rights of the States, and the liberties of the’ 
people. In appropriations, which were daily sought, for bays, 
harbors, reads, canals, and other like subjects, many of them of 
a trivial and unimportant character, were indicated acontinued 
increase of the expenditures of this Government, and conse- 
quently the enlargement of its sphere of patronage, of a most 
fearful character; indications which, he candidly acknowledged, 
were al war with those principles of economy and simplicity 
which should never be lost sight of in the administration of 
this Government. He begged every gentleman to look at the 
progress of expenditure, and the indications of the future, 
from bills now pending, and be admonished of the necessity of 
a more vigilant watchfulness over the taxing and appropriat- 
ing power of this Government. 

Ee said he was unwilling to leave this immense amount of 
money, improperly and unnecessarily collected from the tax 
paying part ef the community, in the possession of the Deposite 
banks, to strengthen theiy means of speculation, always of a 
demoralizing tendency, and improve their profits at the expense 
of the people; profits which would annually exceed two million 
of dollars. Between these two alternatives and that of a depo- 
site in the State treasuries a choice wasto be made: either choice 
was an evil, and the choice was between evils. He voted to 
place the funds in the State treasuries, because, in doing so, he 
voted to take this immense means of temptation to prodigal 
and extravagant expenditures of corrupting tendency, from this 
Government, and took from the banks the means’ offextended 
speculations and enormous profits on money not belonging to 
them but properly belonging to the people, and placed the sur- 
plus revenue where its profiis could be employed by the State 
Governments for the benefit of the people, from whom it had 
been unconstitutionally drawn. The surplus was then an ac- 
twal existing evil, tangible in form and shape, produced by ac: 
cidental, uncontrollable, circumstances, For thie evil a remedy 
was necessary; the remedy which was applied, although an ad- 
mitted evil, was the least which could be applied to such a dan- 
gerous disease. 

He said he would remark one thing, that among all the objec- 
tions which had been urged to that measure, from whatever 
sources they came, xone had recommended a betler remedy 
for the existing evil. Mr. G. said that the reasons which had 
induced him to vote for the bill of the last session did not now 
exist; shen there was an actual existing surplus, now there was 
none; the amendment proposed was in anticipation of a sur- 
plus. He would not take so important and dangerous a step 
uutil the evil actually existed to render it necessary; he wou'd 
notanticipate it, for he hoped and believed it would not exist, and 
the adoption of this amendment might prevent the reduction of 
the tariff, the proper remedy for a surplus. He said that, ac- 
cording to the estimates of the ‘Treasury Depariment, the reve- 
nue of the current year would be about $25,000,000. 

Of the appropriations for the last year $14,000,000 would be 
chargeable upon the revenue of the current year, on account of 
the Operation of the deposite act; the estimate of appro- 
priations for the service of the current year is $25,000,000. He 


did notdoubt that, although it should not, it will be more, which 
will, taking these estimates to be true, leave a deficite to be 
drawn from the deposites with the States; but admitting the es- 
timate to be too low, as to the receipts from the public lands, 
and that they willequal the last year’s sales, then underany 
circumstances, the surplus will not exceed $8,000,000, In addi- 
tion to this, he said it was proper to remark, that large appro- 
priations might yet be required to suppress Indian hostilities, 
and if he did not mistake the signs of the times, large appro» 
priations might be necessary to mecta conflict of a far more 
formidable and expensive character than any which we have 
had with the Indian tribes. Eor these reasons, if he had no 
other, he said he should vote against this amendment. 

Mr. G. said, that when he vored for the deposite act of the 
last’session, he voted for it as being what it professed to be, a 
mere deposiie act, and not a distribution act in disguise, as 
it had been frequently characterized ; nor did he intend to adopt 
the principles of that bill as a system, for if the deposite 
principle is to be adopted as a system, he would prefer the 
constitutional principle proposed bya distinguished Senator 
from South Carolina, as more just and more equal in its opera- 
tion. {e said that he was utterly and entirely opposed to the 
distribution’ principle: it was corrupting in its operations and 
dangerous in its tendencies. 

if the system be adopted, there can be no doubt that, under 
our indirect and insidious system of texation, the State Go. 
vernments would ultimately look to this Govertiment for the 
means of conducting their domestic works. and snstaining their 
domestic institutions; that they would make diligent and active 
search for every possible subject of expenditure, until, finally, 
the people and the State Governments would cease to watch 
the pecuniary operations of the Federal Government with their 
accustomed vigilance, and make no effort to arrest its march to 
consolidation; and, finally, be engulfed in its corrupting in- 
finence. The demands of the States would be met by corre. 
sponding taxation here, and a surplus produced for the pur- 
pose of distribution. He regarded this system as many distin- 
guished gentlemen had heretofore regarded it—the most dan- 
gerous and corrupting which could be incorporated inte our 
legislation. 

Mr, G. said that the true remedy was to reduce the taxa 
tion of the people to the wants of the Government, and the 
wants of the Government tthe most economical expenditure; 
economy and simplicity being essential to purity, and purity to 
the maintenance of republican institutions. Te said, Mr. Chair 
man, we must come to it; we must reduce the expenditures oj 
this Government andthe taxes of the people; this they will 
compel you to do, if they properly regard their rights an their 
liberties. , x 

Sir, this Government has no right to burthen the tax paying 
community to raise a surplus for any purpose of distribution 
whatever. The money beyond the demands of the Government 
is most secure, and most equally distributed, by remaining in 
the pockets «fits rightful owners, the people, from whence, by 
the Constitution, it ought not to be drawn except for consi 
tional objects. fle said he could not anticipate but with the 
most fearful apprehension, any system which should preveni 


the States from relying upon their own resources for their do- 
mestic purposes, and cause them to rely upon this Government. 
He could not, under any circumstances, sanction sucha princi- 
plo He thonght there was a salutary lesson afforded in the 
scramble which had been produced in some of the State Legis- 


laturea for the disposition of their portions of the surplus given | 


to themunder the first experiment. $ 

Mr. G. said he had another strong objection to the adoption 
of the amendment proposed by the gentleman from Tennessee 
(Mr. Bell.) It was in effect a deposite law, sought to be engratt- 
ed upon a simple appropriation bill, embracing subjects totally 
distinct and_dissimilar in their characters; upon the same prin- 
ciple a tariff or any other incongruous law might be engrafled 
upon an appropriation bill, and produce the greatest confusion 
npon thestatutebook. He thought that there ought to be the 
greatest possible system and congruity attainable in the framing 
ofour laws. If he were otherwise favorable to the amendment, 
he would not vote for its adoption as an amendment to this bill. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD was in favor of the amendment of the 
gentleman from Tennessee, because the object of it was to 
send the money back to the people, instead of keeping it in the 
vaults of the depasite banks, to enrich their stockholders, and 
add tothe salary of their agent at Washington. He wenton to 
point out the large increase in the number of deposite banks, 
especially in the State of New York, within the last year, and 
contended those banks were selected, and favored, with a view 
to aid the administration in carzying out its political views. He 
then contrasted the amount of public money on ceposite in 

the banks ingNew York, Philadelphia, Baitimore, Cincinnati, 
and Michigan, and attributed this difference more to the fact 
that some of those banks paid a contribution to an agent at 
Washington, and some did not, than, to any thing else, and in- 
variably, said he, those banks who pay a good suin to an agent, 
get the largest amoyntof deposite. He feared there wassome 
improper influence at work in the selection of these banks, and 
therefore he wished the source ef corruption to be removed, 
and he considered this proposition as the best means of re- 
moving it. 

Mr. G. then asked the permission of his friend from Kentucky 

. to explain; which being granted, he said, that the selected banks 
for the deposites of the public money, were not restricted as to 
the amount of deposises which they might receive by the amount 
of their capital previous to the deposite act of the last session, 
and thatsevera! of them had an amount on deposite equal to, if 
not beyond, their capital; that by the deposite act of the lasi ses- 
sion, the Secretary of the Treasury was bound to withdraw from 
any bank the excess of public deposites beyond three-tourths of 
their capital, and io place the excess in some other bank. ‘Ths 
act rendered it necessary, during the last summer and autumn, 
to make many selections of new banks. This wes particularly 
necessary in New York, because more than half the revenue 
from imports is collected in the city of New York. 

The transfers which were made necessary in the execution of 
the deposite act, did not necessarily take effect immediately, 
but in the usual periods of all transfers, having reference to the 
amount, and the distance the money was tobe sent. Mr. G. 
said, if his friend from Kentucky would put himself to the trou- 
ble of going to the department and examining the proceedings of 
the department, he would be perfectly satisfied that this matter 
was all right and proper, and that the law had been executed 
without any reference to electioneering purposes whatever, but 
in perfect good faith. 

r. Unperwoop having inquired what were Mr. GARLANDS 
Views aa to the proceeds of the public lands— 

Mr. G. said he would, without hesitation, answer the ques- 
tion, as he had no wish to conceal any opinion which he enter- 
tained. We said thatin all the acts of cession of the public 
lands from the States, he regarded the intention of the cessions 
to beto create a common fund, for the common benefit of the 
States, to be applied te the general benefit of all the States in 
their federative character, and not for the individual nse of any 
single State, or for distribution among tbem in equal portions 
Tor their separate, unconnected individual use. He regarded 
the proceeds of the salas of the public lands as constituting a 
part of the revenue of the country, to be disposed of in the 
same way, and under the same constitutional restrictions, as 
revenue derived from any other source; that to the principal tax 
paying States, this appropriation of it was most beneficial, as 
to that amount, it wonld diminish the onerous effect of the pre- 
sent oppressive tariff. He said that he was opposed, upon con- 
stitutional grounds, to giving away a single acre of the public 
lands, or one dollar of its proceeds; that he was opposed to any 
pre-emption bill upoa principle, and that he preferred selling 
the public lands, restricting inordinate speculations, bringing 
into the Treasury the proceeds, and to their amount, reducing 
the revenue from imports. 

Mr. MANN submitted an amendment to the amendment, 
providing that the deposite should be in proportion to the ratio 
a representation in the House of Representatives of the United 

tates. 

Mr, M. asked, where was the necessity of the proposition of 
the gentleman from Tennessee? or bad the gentleman any 
data upon which to estimate the amount of money to be ap- 
propriated under that proposition? And could they adopt it 
without that? The gentleman should have done what was 
done by an honorable Senator—introduced ji atan early period 
of the session; for this amendment and that bill were identical, 
If, however, it should be adopted, Mr. M. had prepared his 
amendment to prevent the repetition of one of the greatest 
constitutional outrages that had ever taken place since the 
formation of this Government—indirectly done, to ke sure, but 
not the lesg grievous. By the distribution law—for he would 
call it by its right name, it was “distribution,” though a mental 
reservation ‘had been made by the use of the word “depo- 
site’’—-the people of the large States had heen sacrificed to the 
interest of those of the small States. He was opposed to 
distribution in any way whatever; and even if bis amendment 
should be incorporated in the provision under consideration, it 
would still be open to all his objections, though it would ren- 
der it Jess unjust in its operation. He expressed his surprise 
at such a measure coming from the quarter it did, What had 
become of the once cherished State rizht doctrines? Where 
the doctrine of a strict construction of the Constitution? Was 
it the design to continue the present oppressive system of 
taxation, for the purpose of collecting large amounts of money 
from the people to distribute it back in an unequal ratio, with 
the loss to the whole people of the enormous expenses of collec- 
tion? He entered his solemn protest against the whole prin- 


ciple, 
Me. GIDEON LEE said he rose first to correct the error of 
the gentleman from Kentucky. He charges that the distriby-- 
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tion of the public money, under the law of Jone last, has been 
made with political views, with partv_ purposes and motives, 
and cites the history of the removal in the city of New York. 

He informs us that, immediately prior to the election, the 
funds which long been depositedin but three banks, on the 
eve of the election were distributed among eleven banks; and 
he asks what motive but party motives could have induced the 
removal, when three banks, or one bank, could have kept the 
money quite as safely. 

Mr. Chairman, the facts are briefly these: you collect seven- 
teen millions of revenue in that city; twelve millions lay in the 
three deposite banks on the date of the passage of the distribu- 
tion bill in Junelast. Ideem it most improper and improvi- 
dent to Icave such large sums in any bank, amounting to the 
double of their aggregate capital—so this Congress. held; and 
one of the material essential provisions of the deposite bill was 
that no bank shoud hold an amount of public money exceeding 
three-fourths of the capital of such bank. The whole amount 
of the bank capital of that city, is nominally eighteen millions 
and a half of doliars; several of those banks would not take it. 
I myself advised one, in which | have some interest, not to ac- 
cept the trust; it must soon be repaid; it was soon to be distri- 
buted; the receiving bank would eertainly loan it; it would get 
invested in westernjlands orjcity Jots, or India voyages, andjcould 
not be reeched in time. 

Well, sir, seven millions and a half must be removed, besides 
the large daily accruing revenue: the law was imperative; 
the coercion ef the law was the motive, and not party politics, 
as the gentleman alleges, which distributed the moncy from 
three toeleven banks. I know the facts as tothe city, party 
have no view or influence; the Jaw made the distribution, and 
so far as I have made myself acquainted with the distribution in 
all the State, and Ihave spent much time 2nd pains to. inform 
myself, no equal sum of money was ever removed with so 
much skill, care, and pruden x 

No financier, perhaps, was ever employed in a task so deli- 
cate or difficult: compelled by law to remove nearly forty mil- 
lions of money, in direct violation of all the laws of trade, 
against all the usual currents of money. Every financial man 
anticipated deep injury, perhaps ruin. call onevery financial 
man in this House to show me how Mr. Woodbury coukl have 
performed this unprecedented duty with less injury to the pe- 
cuniary concerns of the ration. 

Mr. Chairman, it was not my purpose to say a word on this 
or any other question. We have but g few remaining days, and 
{ feel deeply the obligation to waste no time in mere words; but 
being on the floor, I must briefly notice the merits of the ques- 
tion, It is precisely another cistvibuiion bill, I shadder at a 
second distribution; though I feel too deeply the scenes we have 
just passed, or now passing. 

Mr. Chairman, I rarely give reasons for my vote. I shail, 
however, vote against this amendment, on the ground I voted 
against the distribution law of June: it is the same thing; my 
views are unchanged. I vote against ir, because tt leads to the 
collection of money Which the owners had better Keep than the 
Government; because it levies money for a purpose which the 
Constitution doesnot warrant; because it corrupts our etec- 
tion; because members of Congress will be chosen in reference 
to the amount of money they will pledge themselves to draw 
from the federa! coffers, and plant in their several districts. I 
know the fact, that electioneering on this principle is now in 
process, because 1 believe that, sooner on later, the inevitable 
effect will be to vote as little as possible for federal purposes; to 
withhold from the army, the navy, the fortifications, the proper 
necessary appropriations, and, finally, render the Federal Go- 
yernmenta mere rope of sand. 

Mr. Chairman, Ido regret that the time will not admit—I 
feel sulemnty the obligation to proceed to action,—or I would go 
intoa detailed argument on this occasion—on no occasion did 
lever desire itso strongly. $ 

Mr. THOMPSON of S. C. designated the idea of the States 
beive corrupted, by the distribution of their money among them, 
as one of the “inumuggerics” of the age. How could they be 
corrupted? Could they, by expending their money in works of 
internal improvement, and to purposes of education, corrupt 
the citizens of the Siates? ‘The notion was absurd. But what 
was to be done with it? Was itto be left in the hands of the 
executive officers of the Federal Government, to he distributed 
over the country as might best subserve their views anc designs? 
Tae evil had been brought upon them, not by the aid or co- 
operation of the party te which Mr. 'T. belonged, but in spite of 
all they could do to prevent it. He was anxious that the Gene- 
ral Government should be brought back to its pristine condi- 
tion, with the power to collect only as much revenue as wo uid 
be necessary for its economical expenditure; and in cases of ex- 
traordinary emergency each State might be called upon to fur- 
nish its quota, to be levied by herself, upon her own citizens, 
with reference to their own peculiar interests, instead of pursu- 
ing a general system of taxation which, while it professed to 
bear equally upon all, was necessarily unjust upon a very large 
portion. ‘Ibis would even be better than under the old confede- 
ration, hecause now the power to collect existed. : 

Mr. CRARY rose and said, that he Gid not know why Michi- 
gan and the bonks of Michigan should so ofien be made the sub- 
ject of attack in that House. At the Jas! session of Cor z 
honorable gentleman from Kentucky Qir. Allan) had thought 
proper to pronounce the deposit banks of Michigan rickety 
concerns; but no evidence was produced in support of the 
charge. On the present occasion they had again been brought 
ta the notice of the House and the country by another honora- 
ble gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Underwood.) He said he 
thought the attack unnecessary and unealled for. He was 
free to say, and prepared to demonstrate, that there were 
no banks in the country established upon a more perma- 
nent basis. ‘They were able, at any moment, to discharge 
all their liabilities to the Government, without in the üt- 
est degree atiecting their credit. If their specie on 
be taken as a standard by whick to judge them, this wouid 
be found to compare well with the banks of aay of the States, 
even those on the Atlanticborder. This, however, showed only 
a smali part of their ability. Almost every bank’ at the 
east had its paper in their vaults. Ag an evidence of their 
ability, and also of their fidelity, he would state that, within 
the past twenty months, they had paid over to the Govern- 
ment almost $9.009,000, ‘and they had paid this sum with a 
promptitude which commended them to the confidence of the 
whole country. He hesitated not to say that there were no 
better banks in the country. He defied the whole power of 
the Government to affect them. The gentleman from, Ken- 
tucky (Mx, Underwood) had insinuated that the deposites in 
those banks were su fered to be larger than in other banks, for 


the purpose of having an influence upon the Presidential-elaction 
inthat quarter. He need state buta few factsto convince'the 
gentleman ofhiserror. It is well known in Michigan that the offi- 
cers of one of those banks call themselves the friends of this ad- 
ministration, and yet in that bank there was on deposite on the” 
first of December only $265,541; while.in the other bank, whose 
officers are of the party of the gentleman himself, there: was on 
deposite, at the same period, $1,190,513. If this is- the way in 
which the money of the Government is used for political pur- 
poses, it certainly was not calculated to produce any very fa- 
vorable results to the present administration. It had not been 
thus used in his State. He said that he had tried to have the 
deposites distributed go as to benefit some of his own political 
friends, but had not succeeded. ` With this evidence before him, . 
he was bound to defend the Secretary of the Treasury from the 
insinuations of the gentleman from Kentucky. 

Mr. C. said he embraced the occasion fo say that he was op: 
posed to the proposition of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
(AIr. Bell,) and to the amendment of the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Mann.) On no account could he be induced 
to vote for a distribution of the surplus on the basis advo- 
cated by either of those gentlemen. The bill of: the last 
session, called_a deposite dill, but in fact a` bill of. dig- 
tribution, was Ta bif} of Zabominations. It distributed the 
public money unequally, unjustly. That money had. been, 
collected from the people of every section of the Union. It was 
paid into the Treasury by them, not in the proportion to their 
respective representatives in the Senate and House of Repre- 
seniatives, nor inthe proportion to their respective representa - 
tionsin the House alone; but ina proportion altogether at vari- 
ance with either. It had been drawn irom the people of the old 
States and the new, and not of the States only, but also ofthe Ter- 
ritories,and in proportion to their population at the present time. 
To distribute it, you went back to the census, taken: six years 
azo, thus giving money te the people of the old States, which 
you had taken from the people of the new States. By that act 
the people whom he had the honor to represent, were deprived 
ofa large sum of money which had been pillaged from them 
when they were unrepresented upon that floor; when, they 
were denicd a voice in the national councils. © You: pro- 
pose now to re-enact the same scene of. ininstice. He 
could vot consent to it. If there was to be another 
distribution, there should be another census, and. that cen- 
sus should form the basis of the distribution. In that way alone 
the surplus ju your Treasury would be returned to those who 
had paid it there. In that way alone could justice be done to 
the people of his own State, to the people of the whole western 
country. : 

_He siooi there not to arouse sectional prejudices, He had no 
disposition to make appeals to any particular section of the 
country. It wag the duty of that House to legislate for the whole 
country: and he was ready to carry out such asystem of legisla- 
tion. Ifthe Atiantic coast needed fortifications, he was dis- 
posed to vote for them; and after voting to expend some 
twenty milliens dollars on that border, he wouid vote 
for all legitimate objects of appropriation in the west- 
ern section of the country. He had voted for the amendment 
of the gentleman, (Mr, Ingham,) from Connecticut. He thought 
it ought to prevail, Hoe could subscribe to ali that had been 
saidin favor of it. He would also vote for the amendment of 
the gentleman, (Mr. Parks,) from Maine, for he considered that 
appropriation necessary also, He was disposed to vote for 
other appropriations for works along the ‘coast of that State. 
He beheved itought to be fortified. We bad a question ‘of 
boundary to settle there, and it might have to be settled by aresort 
to arms. We ought to prepare for such an event. He would 
vote the fifty thousand dollars, and if that was not sufficient. 
he was disposed to vote a still greater amount—for five hundred 
thousand doliars, if the gentleman from Maine calles for it, Te 
believed it would he needed before the question of boundary 
was adjusted to the satisfaction of the American people. 

ROBERTSON was prepared to vote for the amendment 
of the gentleman from Tennessee and the amendment of the 
gentleman from New. York, and in so doing be should not con- 
sider that he was prejudicing the interests ofany body. This 
proposition was not a new one, as had been asserted by some 
gentlemen on that floor, but it was an old proposition, which 
had been before the House and before the country, aud had 
been discussed and considered, and found to be a salutary pro- 
He could see no danger to be apprehended in adopt- 
ing this measure, because it was enly getting back from the 
General Government that which she had forced from the pock- 
ets of the people, in collection of revenues under the high tariff 
system, 

Mr. BOULDIN addressed the House at some length on the 
subject, generally, of te present mode of disposing of the pub- 
lie domain. 

Mr. LANE said, that as soon as the committee should become 
composed, so that be could be heard, he would proceed to ad- 
dress thom with that brevity suited to the close of a protracted 
sitting of ten hours. He was not ambitious to addressa wea- 
ried and impatient audience. That his apology must be found 
in the injustice of the proposition upon which he is called upon 
to vote. A proposition sa manifestly oppressive to that portion 
of the people he had the honor to represent that, ia give a si- 
Jent vote, would be reckless to his own duty, and regardless of 
their interests, 

The proposition now to be determined, and the only one in 
order for debate, is to distribute the surplus revenue among the 
several States agreeably to the representation in this branch of 
To distribute, (said M1. L.) because no one believed 
a cent of it will ever be called for, or returned by the States. 

he money proposed to be divided, has been collected, not 
from the old States, not agreeably to the representation in this 
he whole people; and whether regarded as 
ales of the public lands, or upon duties upon 

thandise, it has been paid according to. population, not re- 
presentation. in direct proportion to the amount paid for land, 
and the consumption of imported articles. That if any dis- 
proportion in the collection of the amount preposed to be re- 
turned to the people exists, it is because the people of the new 
States have purchased more of the public lands than those of 
the old. 

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Robertson) has informed 
the committee that he will. sustain the proposition, in order that 
his constituents may participate in the benefits arising from 
the sales of the public Jands, and prevent them from being 
taken. by force or fraud. x 

Sir (said Mr. L.) the people of the new States ask for nothing 
unequal or unjust; nor would they take from the people of the 
old States that te which they are not entitled, either by force or 
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fraud, nor will they silently submit to be plundered by the old 
States upon this floor. ois 

Sir, while the honorable gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Ro- 
berison)is co liberal in attributing force and fraud to the new 
States, is he aware that he is advocating a proposition that 
would. take the money from the pockets of the people of the 
new States, and place it in the pockets of his own constituents? 
That would place millions of dollars in the hands of the people 
of the old States, which had been drawn from the pockets of the 
people of the new. Not by force, not by fraud, but by votes 
upon this floor, by unjust, unequal, and unconstitutional legis- 
ation: : 

The white poptlation of Indiana is greater than that of Virginia 
or Kentucky. As proof of this fact, it is only necessary to refer 
the committee to the votes polled at the late Presidential elec- 
tion. Indiana gave severa! thousand more than Kentucky; 
ang the State of Ohio many thousand more than Pennsylvania; 
yet; sir, this proposition would give to Virginia three times as 
much as to Indiana, the former having twenty-one members on 
this floor, the latter but seven. The State of Kentucky would 
receive double the amount paid to Indiana; the one having 
fourteen, the other seven members, in this House. At thesame 
time no gentleman would risk his reputation for veracity, by 
saying the population of Indiana did hot exceed Kentucky, or 
that the people of Indiana had not contributed more to the sum 
to be divided than the people of Kentueky. So with Ohio; she 
would receive one-third Jess than Pennsylvania. This dispro- 
portion, in a greater or less degree, would hold good with al) 
the new States, compared with the old, 

Sir, the injustice of the proposition is palpable at first blush, 
and ought not to receive the countenance of any honorable man 
on this floor. Mr. L. said, he put it to honorable gentlemen 
fiom the old States tosay, ifsuch a proceeding would be gene- 
rous, er magnanimous, Whatisthe principle proposedand urged 
upean the committee? no more or less unjustand oppressive 
than to impose taxes upon the people ofthe new States, accord- 
ing to their numbers, per capita, beyond the wants of the Go- 
vernment, and then return to the peopleof the old States, not 
only what had been taken from them, bur one half of the amount 
taken fromthe new. In other words, to return to the people of 
the new States one half the sum to which they were entitled, 
and the other half to the old States, over and above the amount 
to which they are in justice entitled. 

To call this force, to call it fraud, would be terms too mild; it 
would be oppression in the exaction, and plunder in the divi- 
sion. (Here Mr. Robertson explained.) -` 

Mr. J. said, he wasaware that, by the provisions of the Con- 
stitution, all direct taxation for the wants of the Government 
had to be made acy ording to the representation upon this floor; 
and that ifthe money had been drawn from the Statesin that 
manner, such a division, such a return, would be just, because 
equal. That, however, is not the case; the money to be divided 
has not been drawn from the States,in that proportion, but ac- 
cording to population, regardless of representation, hereor else- 
where. 

Sir, what has produced such an extraordinary change in the 
opinions of honcrable members. A few years since, it was pro- 

. posed to divide among theStates the money arising from the sales 
of the public lands, by the the land bill, originating with a distin- 
guishog Senator in another part of this House. It passed the 

enate and this House by an overwhelming majority; by the 

rovisions of this bill, each of the new States in which the pub- 
i¢ lands were located, received large donationsof land and twelve 
and a half per cent. out ofthe proceeds of the sales within the 
State, and the valance divided equal among alt the States, based 
upon the census of 1830, which is the basis of the present propo- 
sition. This was intended to make vp in some degree for the 
increased and increasing population of the new over the old 

tates, 

In this, there was something generous, magnanimous, on the 
par ofthe advocates of the bill, towards the pecple of the new 

tates, compared with the present proposition, ‘The same gen- 
tlemen in this House who were the advocates of that bill, are 
now the advocates of this proposition. Axe honorable gentle- 
men prepared to give the reason, and the cause, for such a sud- 
den change having passed over the Vision of their political 
dreams? Is it to be found in the action of the people of the 
new States, in relation to recent and former elections of an im- 
portant character? Surely not: no gentleman will admit this; 
though any one would be ata loss to find any other reason for 
such change. 

Mr. L. said the gentieman trom Kentucky (Mr. Underwood) 
had, with an air of confidence, given the committee his roasons 
for supporting the proposition. That the money in the hands of 
the deposite banks increased the Mixecutive influence of the 
General Government; that it was not onty only improperly de- 
pesited, but used for political purposes to inflnence public opi- 
níon; that his honorable friend desired its removal from the 
pet banks, as he is pleased to cali thein, because these banks, 
or those who manage them, are the friends of the administra- 
tion, and use the money for their own benefit. 

Mr. L. said he was equally desirous of the removal ofthe mo- 
pey ofthe people from the possession and control of the banks, 
because they are, so far as his part of the country is concerned, 
most decidedly opposed to the administration and all those who 
sustain it. That they use the power which the public depo- 
sites give them for political purposes, and not for the public 
good; not- to accommodate the people, whose money it is, but to 
advance the interest of the favored few; to oppress, not tore- 
heve; in short, to shave and oppress the people with the mo- 
ney of the people. 

One word in reply to the honorable gentleman from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Thompson.) He urges, with his wonted zeal and 
eloquence, the adoption of the amendment, because it will take 
the possession of the money from the Federal, and place it in 
the hands ofthe State Governments That if left in the power 
of the Executive it will be used to corrupt the people. That in 
the hands of the State authorities. it cannot he employed for any 
such purpose; the people of the States are incorruptible, Sir, 
(said Mr. L.) if the people of the States of this Union are incor- 

© ruptible, ke would like to have the gentleman inform the com- 
mittee who. it is he apprehends would be corrupted by the Exe- 
eutive of the Federal Government. To conclude (Mr. L. said) 
he had too much confidence in the justice ef the members of the 

committes to suppose they would for a moment entertain such a 

proposition. He would, therefore, not detain the committee at 

99 late an nour. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG obtained tha floor, and said he would 
‘willingly. waive all opportunity to speak, but made made an 
earnest appeal to the committee to take the question, 
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- The amendment of Mr. MANN was then rejected without . 


a division. a 

The question on the amendment of Mr. BELL was taken by 
tellers, and aizo disagreed to—ayes 7 1, noes 75. ae 

Mr. CUSHMAN intimated his intention of submitting an 
amendment. - g 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the eommittee then rose 
and reported the army and fortification bilis, as amended, to the 
House. ; ? g 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved an adjournment, which prevail- 
ed—ayes 70, noes 51; and so 

The House adjourned at 9 o’clock, P.M. 


IN SENATE, 
Satunpay, February 25, 1837. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the credentials of the honora- 
ple Sras Wricut, re-elected by the Legislature of New York a 
Senator from that State, to serve for six years from the 4th of 
March next. We BY 

Mr. McKEAN presented numerous petitions and memorials 
from females of Philadelphia, ladies of Pittsburg. and other 
citizens of Pennsylvania, amounting in all to six thousand sig- 
natures, praying Congress to abolish slavery in the District of 
Columbia and Territories of the United States. 

Mr. NORVELL objected to their reception. f ŝ 

Mr. WHITE moved ‘to lay the motion of reception_on the 
table. 

On which motion Mr. McKEAN asked for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered—yeas 21, nays 12. 

So the motion of reception was laid on the table. 

Mr. SWIFT and Mr. EWING of Ohio also presented memo- 
rials on the same subject; which were similarly disposed of. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
the State of New York, praying that small notes may be abol- 
ished, and a hard money cwrency substituted in their stead; 
which was Jaid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom 
had been referred the petition of Jonathan-Crow, reported a bill 
for hisrelief; which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. TALLMADGR, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
reported a joint resolution for the relief of Horatio N. Crabbe ; 
which was read twice and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. This resolution was, by unanimous consent, subse- 
quently read the third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, the Committee on Commerce 
were discharged from the further consideration of the memorial 
of the weighers of New York, praying an increase of com- 
pensation; also, from a memorial of the mayor and city 
council of Baltimere, praying that a depot may be made there 
for revenue cruisers; also, from a petition relative to the esta- 
blishment of aline of telegraphs. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Pensions, asked to 
discharge it from the further censideration of the petition of 
Alexander Es'epp; also, fror the petition of Lewis Newrisha; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on Pensions, to 
which was referred the petition of John Edwards, asked to 
discharge it from the further consideration of the same; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. WEBSTER offered the following resolutions; which 
were considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury cause to be 
prepared a collection ef the instructions which have been is- 
sued, from time to time, either by the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry or the Commissioner of the Land Office; excepting only 
such as refer exclusively, both in principle and application, to 
particular or individual cases; together with the official opt 
nions ofthe Attorney General on questions arising under the land 
aws. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate cause the general 
publicacts of Congress respecting the sale and disposition of 
the public lands, together with the instructions and opinions 
mentioned in the foregoing resolutions, to be printed for the use 
of the Senate. 

The following bills were severally reada third time and 
passed: . E 

A bili to authorize the President of the United States to aster- 
tain and designate the boundary line between the State of Michi- 
gan and the Territory of Wisconsin; 

A bill to establish a port of entry at Jersey city, and for other 

urpoces; 
P ‘A bill to provide for the legal adjudication and settlement of 
claims to land derved under the grants to the Marquis de Mai- 
son Rouge, Baron Bastrop, and others, in Louisiana; and Elisha 
Williams and Gabriel Winter, and others. in Arkansas; 

ane bill to continue the office of commissioner of pensions; 
anc 

The bill to ratify and confirm certain official acts of John 
Pope, late Gevernor of Arkansas. 


REDUCTIGN OF DUTIES. 

The bill to alter and amend the several acts imposing duties 
on imports was taken up, and read the third time, and, on the 
question. shall the bill pass]— 

Mr, SOUTHARD rose and addressed the Senate for some 
time in epposition to the bill. 

Mr. CLAY followed, and gave his objections at some con- 
siderable length; dwelling principally on what he contended 
was the interference of some of the provisions of the bill with 
the compromise act of 1833; and concluded with a motion to 
recommit the bill te the Committee on Finance, with instruc- 
tions to strike out all those articles comprised in the bill which 
now pay a duty of 20 per cent. and upwards, and enbraced in 
the act of 1833, commonly called the compromise act. 

Mr. WRIGHT called for the yeas and nays on the question, 
which weve ordered: and it was decided in the negative— 
yeas 24, nays 25, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, Cri- 
ttenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Hendricks, Kent, Knight, Mc- 
Kean, Moore, Morris, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Southard 
Spence, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, Wall, and Webster—24. i 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Cuthbert, Ewing of Hlinois, 


Fulton. Hubbard, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Linn, - 


Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Page, Parker, Rives, 
Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, Tallmadge, Walker, White, 
and Wright-—25. 9 

After some remarks from Messrs. CALHOUN, PRESTON. 
BLACK. and TIPTON, : 

Mr; KNIGHT moved to reeommit the bill to the Committee 
on Finance, with instructions to strike out “commen sal,” 
“garthern and stone ware,” “shina wars and poreelain,” “puts 


ton moulds and palm broems;’? which motion was lost--yeas 
20, nays 27, as follows: y 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Calhoun, Clay, Clayton 
Crittenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Hendricks, Knight, McKean, 
Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Southard, Spence, Swift, Tipton) 
Tomlinson, and Webster—20. 3 

Messrs. Benton, Brown, Cuthbert, Ewing of Hlineis, Ful- 
ton, Grundy, Hubhard, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, 
Linn, Lyon, Moore, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Parker, 
Rives, Robinsen, Ruggles, Sevier, Strange; Tallmadge, Wal- 
ker, White, and Wright—27. 

The question was then taken on the passage of the bill, and it 
was passed by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Cuthbert, Ewing of 
Ilinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King of Alabama, King of 
Georgia, Linn, Lyon, Moore, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell), 

age, Parker, Rives, Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, Tallmadge, 
Walker, White, and Wright—27. 

NaAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, 
Ewing, Hendricks, Knight, McKean, Morris, Prentiss, Preston, 
Robbins, Robinson, Southard, Spence, Tipton, Fomlinson—18, 

The following bills were severally read the second time, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading: 

The bill to establish a surveyor’s office in the Territory of 
Wisconsin; j 

The bill to amend the act for laying off the towns of Du- 
buque, Fort Madison, and others, in the Territory of Wiscon- 
sin; 

The hill te establish two additional land offices in that port 
of the Territory of Wisconsin west of the Mississippi river; 

The bill giving the assent of Congress to three several acis of 
the Territorial Legislature of Wisconsin incorporating banks; 

The bill making appropriations for surveying and construct- 
ing certain roads in the Territory of Wisconsin; and 

The bill, supplementary to the act, granting halfpay to wi- 
dows and orphans whose husbands and fathers have died of 
wounds received in the military service of the United Ststes, 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, 

The Senate went into the consideration of Executive busi. 
ness, after which 
It adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SATURDAY, February 25, 1837. 

Mr. HUNTSMAN moved a reconsideration of the vate of the 
House, by which a map of the harbor of White Hall had been 
ordered to be printed, but subsequently withdrew the motion, 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELIENG, the further consideration 
of the report and resolutions on the subject of one relations with 
Mexico, was ordered to lje over ul) Tuesday, 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIO BILE. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, fror the Committee of Ways and 
Means, moved te discharge the Committee ofthe Whole onthe 
state of the Union from the further consideration of the eivil 
list bil], and that the same be recommnitted to the former com- 
mittee; which wasagreed to. 

Subsequently Mr, C. reported back the same bill with sundry 
amendments, which wos committed. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on the Judiciary, report- 
ed a bill for the relief of James P. Carlton: read twice end 
committed. 

Mr, CASEY, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to 
which had been referred the bill to authorize the Hlinois Cen- 
tral Railroad Company io locate and construct. a railroad 
through the public lands, and for other purposes, reported the 
bill with the following amendments. Add to the 5th section the 
following proviso: - `. 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be sc con. 
strued, as to authorize said company to include within the se- 
lections to be made by them, the improvement of any actual 
settler upon the public lands: à 

Add the following section to the bili: . 

Sec. . And he it further enacted, That the sam 
rights, privileges, and immunities that are made and s 
the preceding sections of this act to the Hinois Central Railroad 
Company, be, and the same are hereby, granted and secured to 
the Mount Carmel and Alton Railroad Company, to aid them in 
the construction ofthe Mount Carmel and Alton Railroad, tin- 
der the same responsibilities ang instructions in all respecte 
whatever. 

The amendments having been read, 

Mr. CASEY moved the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. McKAY moved its commitment to a Committee of the 
Whole; which motion prevailed. i 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, the Committee on Publio 
Lands was discharged from the further consideration of the me- 
morial of the inhabitants of Chenango county, New York, pray- 
ing Congress to pass a law limiting the sales of the public lands 
to actual settlers and cultivators; also, the petition of the Rev. 
Mr. Chase for a pre-emption right, and donation of nubtic 
lands; also, the memorial of the trustees of the Manual Labor 
School of Illinois; which memoriais and petition were ordered 
to lie on the table. : 

On motion of Mr. HOWELL. the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions was discharged from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion of Col, Caries Larrabee; and tte same ordered to He on 
the table. 

SILK. 


Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Manufactures, made a 
report on the culture and manufacture ef silk. 

The report having been read was laid on the table; and on Mr. 
A’smotion, 5,000 extra copies ordered to be priuted. 

Mr. HARD, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, ro- 
ported the following resolution, which, under the rule, lies over 
one day: y 

Resolved, That five thousand copies of Senate document, 
No. 333, entitled “Report of a Geological Reconnoisance, made 
in 1635, from the seat of Government, by the way of Green 
Bay and the Wisconsin Terri‘ory, to the Coteau de Prairie, by 
G. W. Featherstonhaugh,” United States Geologist, for the use 
of the members of this House; the same to he printed under the 
direction of Mr. Featherstonhaugh. 

Mr. H. asked that the resolution be considered at this time. 

Mr. MERCER said, as he should vote against it, he would 
then objec to its consideration 

The resolution, under the rule, accordingly les over one day 
for consideration. 5 

Mr, CONNOR, from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, reported a resolution proposing that on. Monday 
next, at eleven o’elock, the House should resolve itself into a 
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Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, for the space 
of ene hourand a half, for the purpose. ef considering two bills 
n relation to the Post Office Department, viz: that providing 
for the ereetion of a building fer the Post Office Department, 
and the other providing additional clerks to the same depart- 
ment, in the Auditor’s office thereof, and for other purposes. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the gentleman wouid not. move 
for the adoption of any special order, till the appropriation pills 
had been got through. 

Mr. SLORER moved to amend the resolution, by including 
in its operation all the bills reported from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. CONNOR would barely remark, that those were two 
bills of very great importance, indeed of indispensable neces- 
sity to the department with which they were eonnected, 
and were the only two bills reported from the Pest Office Com- 
mittee, 

Mr. SUTHERLAND suggested whether it would not be 
better to wait till the House went into Committee of the Whole 
generally. 

Mr. CONNOR, in reply to Mr. CAMBRELENG, said he 
thought these twe bills were of an importance litle, if any, 
short ef that of some of the appropriation bills. 

Mr. STORER S amendment was then disagreed to. z 

Mr. JARVIS suggested that the resolution be so amended as 
to make ìt read on Monday next, “immediately after reading 
the journal.” 

Mr. CONNOR, in accordance with that suggestion, moved it 
as an amendment to the resolution. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped some other day than Monday would be 
selected. 

The amendment having been agreed ta, 

Mr. JARVIS .moved furthor-to amend the resolution by 
adding “and such other bills as the Committee of the Whele 
may think fit to take up for consideration.” 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina expresecd a hope that 
this amendment would not be adopted. 

The House disagreed to it. 

My. JOHNSON, of Virginia, moved to include the “bill to 
extend the provisions of an act entitled ‘An act supplementary 
to the aet for the relief of certain surviving officers and soldiers 
of the revolution,’ approved 7th June, 1832. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table: lost—ayes 61, noes 72. 

The amendment of Mr. JOHNSON of Va. was also disagreed 


to. 

Mr. LANE moved to include the “bill to authorize the Mau- 
mee Branch Railroad Company to construct a railroad throught 
the public lands in Michigan.” Lost. 

Mr. ADAMS then asked for the yeas and nays on concurring 
with the resolution es amended, but the House refused to order 
hem, and refused also to concur with the resolution—ayes 88, 
noes 7, two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, 

Mr. GALBRAITH, from the select committee on the subject 
of banks, reported the following joint resolution; which was 


read. 
JOIN? RESOLUTION relative to the notes of the Bank of 
the United States. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of Americain Congress assembled, That 
until the notes of the late Bank ofthe United States which may 
have been returned since the third day. of March last, and re- 
deemed out of the funds of the said bank, shall have ceased to 
be reissued by its officers, directors, trustee,jor trustees, and until 
the amount due to the Government from said bank shall be set- 
tled to the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Treasury ofthe 
United States, the notes of said bank, and the notes of any bank 
to which its funds and estate may have heen transferred in trust 
for the payment of its debts, and the discharge of its duties and 
obligations, shall not be received in payment of any debts due 
to the Government of the United States, or taken in exchange, 
or on deposite in any of banks selected as depositories of the 
public money; and the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby di- 
rected to adopt such measures ashe may deem necessary to 
carry this provision into effect. 

The question being on its second reading, 

Mr. LINCOLN at once denounced it as one of the most ex- 
traordinary propositions that had ever been brought before this 
House, and was proceeding to comment upon its character; 
when ` 

Mr. VINTON rose to.a question of order,on the ground, as 
was understood, that the committee had already reported. 

The CHAIR replied that the commiitee before had only 
reported in part. 

Mr. LINCOLN proceeded, and complained that he had net 
peen consulted, nor present at the adoption of the resolution in 
the committee, though he had made every effort to find the 
committee when he received a notificaden of a meamg, 
searching almost every committee room in the Capitol, and 

‘almost every other supposable place. 

Mr. GALBRAITH. said it was true ther 
three ineffectual attempts io get the comm 
Capitol, but fe was not aware that ; 
any neglect on his part. ife c 
toall the members of the commities who we ity, 
it was no fault of his that they did notattend., At the second 
meeting of the committee, it was suggested that it wouid be 
proper to address a communication to officers of the United 
States Bank, and the gentleman from Massachusetts was pre- 
sent at that time, and he himself objected to this communication 
being sent. Nothing was then done in this matter, but it was 
decided that he (Mr. G.) should call another meeting of the 
committee, for the purpose oi having a more full attendance, 
before they proceeded to the adoption of any measure, and 
he again notified the members of the committee to attend 
on a particular day at the room of the District Committee in the 
Capitol, and at that meeting there were but four present, and it 
was then mentioned that the gentleman from Massachusetis 
(Mr. Lincoln) and the gentlemsa from New York (Mr. Mann) 
were members of a selectcammittee,and conld notattend in 
the morning hour, their engagements on the other select com- 
mittee preventing them from so doing. It was then proposed 
to calla meeting in the evening; andas there might be some 
difficulty in getting into the Capitelat night, they agreed the 
meeting should be at the rooms of ene of the members of the 
committee. Henotifiedthe members of the committee to at 
tend this meeting, and there were five members present at that 
meeting, who, being a quorum, considered the zeperG bill, and 
joint resolution, and unanimously concurred in the same, and 
directed him to report it to the House, Fn reply to the inquiry 
why be had not reported the joint resolution to the Housa at the 


same time he made the report, he had only to say, that when he 
rose to make the report, he held in his hand the report, bill, 
and resolution, and intended then to report them to the House; 
but immediately after the reportand bill were disposed of, the 
hour for reports having expired, and a motion being made to 
proceed to the orders of the day, he was thereby exciuded from 
reporting the joint resolution at that time. Mr. G. then, for the 
life of him, could net see why the gentemen complained of 
this proceeding. He had given all the members notice, and if 
they did not choose to attend the meetings of the committee, it 
was their own fault. 

Mr. LINCOLN said this resolution involved grave conside- 
rations, and shonld have had the most serious attention of a 
committee, instead of being broughi thus hastily and secretly 
belo the House. Mr. L. was proceeding in his remarks, 
when 

Mr. CAMBRELENG called for the orders of the day. 

Mr. INGERSOLL rose to ask the general consent of the 
House to allow a memorial, on the Speaker’s table, from the 
Bank of the United States, in connection with this subject, to 
be presented to the House. If this memorial was brought be- 
fore the House it would supersede the necessity of the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. -He would only add 
that the bank proposed to adopt the precise terms proposed by 
the Secretary of the Treasury in his report. 

The CHAIR then, by general consent, presented a memorial 
from the Directors of the Bank of the United States, stating that 
the intimation in the report of the Secretary of the Treasury of 
their unwillingness to settle their accounts with the United 
States was not correct; that they were now ready and willing to 
accept the terms set forth in the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and to pay ever the amount remaining due to the 
United States, reserving only enough of the dividends due by 


_the bank to pay the expenses on the protested draft on France 


purchased by the bank from the Government. 

This memorial was referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House then pro- 
ceeded to the ardors of the day. 


ARMY BILL. 

The Touse then took up the amendments of the Senate to the 
“bill making appropriations for the support of the army for the 
year 1837,” which had been reported to the House from the 
Committee of the Who'e, with sundry amendments made there- 
to. 

The first amendment of the committee to the Senate’s amend- 
ment making an appropriation for equipping the militia, was 
concurzed in. 

Mr. TOUCEY then renewed the amendment made by him in 
Committee of the Whole, as follows: 

“Anpropriating $100,000 for the payment of the Connecticut 
militia called into tlie service during the last war, in the follow- 
ing cases: First, those calied out to repel actual invasion. Se- 
condly, those called out under State authority, and afterwards 
received into the service of the United States; and thirdiy, 
where they were called out under the requisition ef the Presi 
cont of the United States, er any- other officer of the United 
States.” 

Mr. TOUCHY explained that this amendment was in con- 
formity with the law paying the Massachusetts militia in like 
cases, The principle was well established. and he could not 
see on what grounds gentlemen could objectto this amendment, 
The Government had admitted this principle in the case of the 
Massachusetts militia as much as seven years ago, and he ap- 
pealed to gentlemen to grant the same justice to the militia of 
Connecticut, 

Mr. LINCOLN said, atthe last session of Congress a com- 
mittee of the House had reported in favor of this claim, and 
hoped it might be adopted. He then intimated an intention of 
moving an amendment to this amendment when it should bein 
order to do so, 

Mr HARDIN opposed this claim, on the ground that Con- 
necticut had received larger amounts of the money of the Go- 
veinment for fortifications and internal improvements, in pro- 

ortion to her population, than perhaps any other State in the 

Jnion. 

Mr. INGHAM said that, at the last session, Congress had 
given about 850,006 for improvements in Connecticut; but, 
prior lo that, from the foundation of the Government, she had 
not received over twenty thousand dollars from the Govern- 
ment for improvements; and of this $50,000, in all probability 
one halfof it would net he expended. He did not consider that 
a just claim should be rejected on such frivolous grounds as 
these, and hoped the House would not act on such narrow 
grounds as these. He went into a vindication of the conduct of 
the Connecticut militia during the last war, pointing out the 
important services rendered by them, and urged upon the House 
the justice of the claims of those troops, 

Mr. MANN, of New York, remarked that the State of Connec- 
ticut was noteskin 
ment, but a me 
so ihe clains shen 
tofare paid. Th we. i 
general character at icasi had been paid to the 
due from the dme of the revolution, amounting to betwee 
and three hundred thousand dollars. seus, however, 
had been paid her claims under pre 
and based on the identical principles, to that of Connecticut. 
He was at aloss to perceive thejustice of refusing this appro- 
priation. A j 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Connecticut, gave a history of the 
claim, and referred to the action of the Legislature of the State 
asan evidence of the feeling among the people on the subject. 
He also insisted that there was no incongruity in engrafting it 
upon the present bill, for the separate bill would not be reached 
this session. It ha:-tbeen demonstrated by his colleague that 
Connecticut had received a very small pittance compared with 
others, and in reference to her geographical position on the fea- 
board, of the appropriations cf the General Government, and all 
he would then add was that the history of the country showed 
thai Connecticut had pou y, during the 
hour of peril, as any other 

Mr. UNDERWOOD inquired if the proposed payment was 
intended to include those who fought. and those who refused to 
muster under the authority of the United States, because he 
wished a distinction to be drawn. i j 

Mr. TOUCEY replied, and showed the precise analogy be- 
tween the cases of Connecticut and Massachusetts, 

Mr. McKAY would vote for it, not because he believed 
tha claim to be p well founded ene, and just in itself, but because 


hands of the General Govern- 
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it was identical with the precedent set in the case of Massacha 
setts. Rae rae Ths 

The amendment of Mr, TOUCHY was then agteed to. without 
a division. ? 

Mr. McKAY then renewed his amendment to pay. the claims 
of North Carolina for the services of her militia during 
the late war with Great Britain, in the cases enumerated in 
the act approved the 3lst of May, 1830, entitled “An act to au- 
thorize the payment of the claims of the State of Massachusetts, 


- for the services of her militia during the late war, and also the 


claims of said State for disbursements, &c. on account. of the 
war,” the sum of $30,000. Sa 

Mr. McKAY briefly advocated the claim, on the ground: of 
its being strictly analogous to that of Massachusetts, 

Mr. MERCER was not satisfied that the anajegy had been 
clearly made out. 

Mr. OWENS inquired if it had undergone investigation by 
any committee of the House? ‘ 

Mr. McKAY replied that it had been submitted to the Com- 
mittee of Claims during the last session, but no report had been 
made. 

Mr. PARKER objected to this mode, which had too much 
prevailed in the Senate, of engrafting amendments upon 
bilis with which they had no necessary connection. It was a 
practice he had always disapproved of, and which he woul 
never sanction. 

The amendment of Mr, McKAY¥ was then agreed to—ayes 
86, noes not counted. 

Mr. DUNLAP offered the following amendment, originally 
submitted by him in Committee of the Whole, “And be it 
further enacted, That the volunteers in the State of Tennessee, 
who equipped themselves, and marched to the place of rendez- 
vous, and tendered their services, according to the proclamation 
of the Governer of said State in the year: 1826, and were not 
received into the service of the United States, be paid the same 
by the Paymaster General that is allowed by this act to be paid 
to those .volunteers who were received into the service of the 
United States, and immediately diecharged, on the commandants 
of the companies thus refused, returning, on oath, to the Secre. 
tary of War, complete returns of the number of ctlicers and 
men in their respective companies, to be paid out of any moneys 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated.” 

Mr. DUNLAP said ifthe members of the House would but 
examine the claims of those intended to be provided for by the 
amendment he had just offered, he had no doubt they would 
with equal liberality vote for his amendment, The facts arc 
these. The Govemor of Tennessee was called on hy General 
Gaines and the Secretary of War, during the year eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-six, for volunteers at different periods, and the 
Governor issued a proclamation, calling on the citizens of Ten- 
nessec to volunteer their services, and rendezvous at Fayette- 
ville, in West Tennessee, and Athens, in East Tennessee, 
mounted and equipped, to perform a six or twelve months’ 
campaign, There rendezvoused at those places of rendezvous 
more volunteers than were called for by the Secretary of War, 
and ently a portion ef them were received and mustered 
into service: the remainder of them, that had marched 
from one to two hundred miles at their ewn expense, who 
were at all the expense of purchasing horses and clething, 
for a campaign of six and twelve months, had to retorn 
home at their own expense, without ever having received 
one cent for their expenses or services. Now, sir, the class 
provided for in the dill are those who marched to the place of 
rendezvons under the call of General Gaines, and were mus- 
tered into the service of the United States, and immediately 
discharged. They receive by this bill pay for six months’ 
clothing, amounting to about thirty four dollars each. There 
has not been the first voice heard on this floor against paying 
this last class of volunteers; and I would like any gen- 
tleman to show why one of those class of volunteers 
should be paid, and the others not: they were alike meri- 
torious and patriotic, and they were at the like ‘expense 
of purchasing horses and clothing. The expenses of those who 
were received into service were paid, and those wha were not 
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dezvous, and were not receive 
vice of the United States. These troops promy 
I; they incurred considera? 
procuring such horses, rifles, Cloning, ¢ 
tial for the Florida campaicn, and ma 
wards of two hundred mi 


ved, some of them, up- 
to the place of rendezvous at Fay. 
etteville, in Tennessee, with an intent to do battle against the 
enemies of their country. They had so Constiutione! serie 
ples in record to passing boundary lines: all they desired to 
know was, where were the enemies of their country; for with 

seule; they were same of the 


Fever want 
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ouik, heit by land or water, they are, and a’ways 
ady to march, at a moment’s warning, to. meet the 
enemy. Thiais a spirit of chivalry that ought to. be encouraged 
instead of being repressed. What is the case before us? these 
troops, with the most patriotic. motives, repaired to the place 
assigned; but some arrived in the morning, some ot mid-day, 
and some at night. . 

“The patriotism which burns in the bosom of every Temmeaccean 
branght more to the place of rendezvous, than the pumber 
required by the Government, and those who happened to arrive 
at the ground first in the morning, were recejved into the 
service, and discharged; those who arrived in the evening were 


have been, r 


| ot received. I will ask the members of this House, and every 
` ‘man inthe. United States, wnat difference is there in the merit 


` dismissed provisionally in Apri 


of these vwo: classes? They both volunteered for their coun- 
ury’s service; they: both. incurred considerable expense; left 


< their homes, their families, to the injury of their private affairs, 


cwith the same object; travelled to the same point, One class 
‘was immediately received mustered into service,and discharged, 
fed.at the public expense. .The other class, although at the 


game spot, for the game purpose, and at the same time; after 


marching upwards of two hundred miles, are not only reject- 
ed, but disallowed even one day’s provision for themselves, er 
forage for their horses; those who-were received and discharged 
performed not one jot or tittle more service than those who 
Were rejected; they deserved as much precisely as they who. 
Were accepted. I invoke the justice and the magnanimity of 
Congress to allow the second class the same compensation you 
do the “first, for their losses willbe great enough thenin buy- 
ing horses, clothes, arms, and equipage they would not have 
“purchased but for the prospect of serving their country; many 
of them, in addition to this, lost the business or employment in 
which they were engaged, and suffered serious injury thereby. 
Neither the justice of the country, nor the policy of the Go- 
vernment, requires at our hanils that we should refuse payment 
te these meritorious men. 

After some remarks by Mc. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, in op- 
position to the amendment, it was disagreed te without a divi- 
sion. 

Mr. BELL (in the. unavoidable absence of his colleague, Mr. 
Peyton, whose attendance was required, by order of the House, 


“on one of the'select committees,) renewed the amendment offer- 


ed by Mr. Peyron in Committee of the Whole, as follows: 

‘Por the pay of the Tennessee volunteers who were called 

out and mustered into the service the 10ih of December, 1812, 

, 1813, called again into the ser- 
vice in September, 1813, and discharged finally on the 10th of 
December, 1813, five months’ full pay, which they have never 
heretofore received.” 

‘The amendment was disagreed to without a division, 

Mr. LAWLER then renewed the following amendment: “Ap- 
prepriating $15,000 for one month’s pay to the Alabama volnn- 
tears, called out under the requisition of General Scott, bnt were 
not mustered into the service owing to the neglect ofthe United 
tates officer.” 

Mt. DENNY objected to iton the ground that the terms of the 
amendment involved an indirect and gratuitous censure upon 
an officer of the army, when no facts had heen elicited to sub- 
siantiate the charge, nor the individual apprized of it. Tf the 
gentleman would modify his amendment in that particular, Mr. 
D. would vote for it, but not otherwise. 

_ Mr. LAWLER then modified his amendmend by omitting the 
Porus rece to, “owing to the neglect èf the United States of- 
cer, ` 

My. CRAIG was not opposed to the claim: itself, but he ope 
‘posed it on the ground of its never having undergone the inves- 
tigation of a committee, and beiug based on nothing more than 
the statement of the honorable mover, He should oppose every 
claim pre oged under the same circumstances. : 

Mr, LAWLER insisted that the paners and documents, and 
all the ovidence necessary to establish the validity of the claim, 
were before the Committee on Military Affairs, who had not had 
time to report upon it, 

Mr. CAMBRISLENG said, that that reason alone was suffi- 
cient to rule the proposed amendment to be ont of order, and he 
appealed to the Chair to enforce the rute. 

The CHAIR so ruled, and cited a precedent of Mr. Speaker 
Vainum, who decided an amendment to be out of order on the 
ground that the same subject was before a committee of the 


Touse. 

My. CHAPMAN said that this spseitie propesition was not 
before the Committee on Military Affairs; which Mr. MARTIN 
confirmed. 

The CHAIR reptied, that.if that was the case the amendment 
wasin order. : 

Mr; CAVE JOHNSON adverted to the analogy of the case 
of the Tennessee voluntvers, which had heen rejected by the 
House. 3 

Mr. MARTIN insisted that the cases were not identicai. 

The amendment of Mr. LAWLER was rejected. 

Mr. PARKER asked for the yeas and nays on the question of 
concurring with the amendment of the Benate, as amended; but 
they were refiised. j 

Mr. OWENS then renewed the following amendment, snb- 
mitted by himin committee, whieh was disagreed to: “Phat the 
sum of twenty thousand dollars be appropriated rein 
burge the State of Georgia for moneys exj 
expended, by sail State, in paviment fort 
teers in the Creek and Seminole wars, fbr Josses 
them, and matical atrentance furnished them, during 
vice, or in going to ar retuming from the place of rendezvous 
the said volunteers not having been regui: mustered jnte t 
army of the United States, and, urn ing laws, not 
entitled to pay; but anthorized to be pail by an g “of the Le- 
gislature of the State of Georgia, passed 20ih December, 1°36, 
provided’ that good and sufficient evidence he furnished the 
War Department, that the said volunteers, in said act 
nated, ‘have been paid hy said State in conformity with its pro- 
visions.” 

. The question then recurred ‘on concurring with the Senate’s 
amendment as: amended by the House: and after some re- 
marke from Messrs. MASON of Ohio, LINCOLN, CRAIG, 
sega WHITTLESEY of Ohio, and WILLIAMS of Ken- 


ta 


ended, or to he 
services of volen- 


ucky, 
Mr. HARDIN asked for the yeas and nays thereon, which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 123, nays 56, : 
So the amendment, as amended, was concurred in. 
The other amendments were then concurred in, and the bill 
as amended, was ordered to be sent to the Senate for its eon- 


currence, : 
FORTIFICATION BILL. 
The House then took up the “bill making appropriations for 
certain fortifications of the United States for the year 1837,” 
reported from the Committee of the Whole with amend- 
ments. 
"The amendments of the Committee of the Whole having been 
concurred in, 
Mr. BRUNCH then moved an amendment to the Senate’s 
amendment, to. insert after the word “Mississippi,” the words 
+ ineluding the companies in Mississippi mustered into the ser- 
vice,” which was agreed to, 
“Mr. CLAIBORNE of Mississippi said that on two previous 
“occasions he had expressed his views a! length upon the propo- 


sition under consideration. He now merely rose to state that 
he could not be induced tò acquiesce in the amendment, but for 
the fact that no returns or muster rolis had been sent on from 
Mississippi, except for two companies. He made this state- 
ment for himself and colleague. If the muster rolls could be 
found at the War Office, he would insist, and he knew this 
House would allow, a full and fair cs apensation to every Mis. 
sissippi volunteer. Under present circumstances, (there being, 
no muster rolls, no papers upon which the Committee ei 
Claims could make an estimate or report,) he could only regret 
that those who had sacrificed so much to ubey the summons of 
their country, must remain unpaid until the next session. 

The amendment makingan appropriation of $50,000 for for- 
tifications at New London having been read, ; 

Mr. McKAY moved a proviso that this sum should he ex- 
pended on Fort Griswold, or a new. fortification to take its 
plece; which was agreed to. Ae 

Mr. PARKS then renewed his amendment appropriating 
$80,000 for fortifications at the mouth of Penobscot river; which 
was agreed to. ja e . 

Mr. BELL then renewed his amendment offered last evening 


to the bill, as follows: That the money which should be in the < 


Treasury of the United States, on the first of January, 1838, re- 
serving thesum of five millions of dollars, shouid he deposited 
with the several States according to the 13th, 14th, and 15th sec- 
tions of the “act to regulate the deposite of the public moneys,” 
approved the 23d of June, 1836. 

After some remarks from Messrs. BELL, GRAVES, and 
REYNOLDS of Ulinois~— 

At thisstage of the preceedings, the House took a recess from 
Still half past 4 o’clock, and when it again assembled. 

Mr. McCARTY asked the general consent to take yp and re- 
fer the bill from the Senate for the continuation of the Cum- 
peviand road in the States of Ohio, Indiana and Minois. 

Mr. YELL should oppose the taking up ofthat orany ether 
bill and setting aside the land bill. 

Mr. McCARTY intimated to the gentleman from Arkansts 
that the bill he (Mr. M.) referred to was an appropriation bill. 

Mr. YELL replied that the bill he had reference to was of as 
much importance to the west, if not tothe whole country, as 
even the appropriation bills. 

Mr. HARDIN, remarking that the House was thin, moved a 
call; which was ordered, and, after proceeding for some tirne, 
a norum having appeared, it was suspended. 

The question then recurred, as before, on the amendment or 
Mr. BELL. 

a Mi HARDIN asked for the yeasand nays; which were or- 
ered. 

Mr. ©. ALLAN said, as there was but aà thin Tlouse, and this 
was an important question, be moved a call of the House; and, 
upon that motion, called for the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered, and were, yeas 71, nays 115. 

So the House determined that there he no call. 

_ The question was then taken on the amendment, an:t decided 


° 


in the at¥rmative—yeas 112, nays 92, as follows: 
YRAS&-~Messrs. Adams, Alford, Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, 


Anthony, Bailey. Bell, Bond, Boon, Bouldin, Briggs, Bu- 
chanan. Bunch, John Calhoon, William B. Calhoun, Camp- 
beli, Carter, Casey, George Chambers, John Chambers, 
Chetwood, Childs, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Clark, Connor, 
Corwin, Crane, Cushing. Darlington, Dawson, Deherry, Den- 
ny, Dunlap, Everett, Forester, Fowler, French, Graham, 
Granger, Graves, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Wiland Ten, 
Iard, Wardin, Harlan, Harper, Samuel S. Harrison, Haw- 
kins, Jazeltine, Henderson, Ieister, Herod, Proar, Finnt, 
Huntsman, Ingersoll, Wiliam Jackson, Janes, Jenifer, Henry 
Johnson, Kermon, Kilgore, Lane, Laporte, Lawrence, Tay, 
Luke Lea, Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Lyon, Job Mann, Sampson 
Mason, Maury, May, MeCarty, McComas, McKennan, Mercer, 
Montgomery, Mortis, Parker, James A. Pearce, Pearson, 
Pettigrew, Phillips, Pickens, Potts, Reed, Rencher, John 
Reynolds, Robertcon, Wm. B. Shepard. Augustine TT. Shepperd, 
Shields, Slade, Spangler. Sprague, Standefer, Steele, Storer, 
Sutherland, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Underwood, Vin- 
ton, Washington, White, Elisha Whitilesey, Lewis Williams, 
Sherrod Williams, and Young—113, 

NAYf—-Messrs. Ash, Barton, Beale. Bean, Beaumont, Black 
Roekee, Borden, Bovee, Boyd, Brown, Burns, Cambreleng, C 
ney, Chapman, Chapin, J. F. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, Coles, 
Craig, Cramer, Crary, Cushman, Dou Fairfield, Fariin, 
Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, James G , Gholson, Gillet, 
Grantland, Haley, Joseph Fai, Albers G. Harrison, Waynes, 
Holt, Hubley, Huntington, nghan, Jarvis, Joseph Jobneon, 
Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Benjamin fones, Klingen- 

n. Jansing, Lawler. G. Lee, J. Lee, Leonard, Logan, 
Loyaill, Lucas, Abijah Mann, Martin, W. Mason, M. Mason 
Mckay. MeKeon, McKim, MecLene. Miller, Muhtienberz, Owens, 
Parks, Patterson, Patton, Franklin Pierce, Dutee J. Pearce, 


Phelps, Pinckney, Joseph Reynolds, Rogers, Schenck, Sey- 
mour, es, Smith, Tavlor; Thomas, John Thomsen, 


Poue 


wri. Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, 
Thomas T. Whitilesey, and Yel!—92. 

Mr. I N of New York moved to amend the amendment, 
by inserting after the word ‘Sta the folowing: 

“in proportion to the ratio of the representation of such 
States in the House of Representatives of the Congress of the 
United S ates.” 

Mr. M. wished merely to say’that, in offering this amend- 
ment, he asked for nothing more than the vote of the House 
besides the principle contained in it, which presented the ques 
tion whether the principles of the Constitution of the United 
States were to be adhered to or not. 

Mr. YELL followed warmly in opposition to thisamendment, 
remarking upon the great injustice its adoption would inflict 
upon the new States If the amendment should be adopted. 
he should prefer that Arkansas be stricken out, or excluded 
from its operation. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, said. though he himself was 
in favor of the amendment of the gentleman from New York, 
yet he submitted the question of order to the Chair, whether an 
amendment coul be moved to one already adopted, which 
went to change its primciple. = 

The CHAM ruled the amendment to be in order, because it 
might come in as a second branch of the proposition. It would 
not he inorder to move to strike out any part of the adopted 
amendment, but it would be in order to add a paragraph or pro- 
viso to it. 

The subject was further discussed by Messrs. HARDIN, 
BOON. MERCER. BOULDIN, and McKEON; when i 

P. modified his amendment so as to put itin ti 
form of a proviso, : Pus anne 


Mr. TURRILL then demanded the previous question,’but the 
House refused to second it—ayes 75, nues 110. 

The subject was further discussed by Messrs. VANDER- 
POEL, McCOMAS, PICKENS, PEARCE of Rhode Island 
DENNY, ROBERTSON, and HOAR; when g 

Mr. MANN of New York asked fot the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 73, nays 121. . 

So the amendment to the amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then submitted the following proposi- 
tion, which he said he would do without one word of debate. 

-Be it further enacted, That from andafier the 3lst Decem- 
ber next, in all cases where duties are imposed on foreign im- 
perts by the act of the fourteenth of July, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-two, entitled "An act to alter and amend the several acts 
imposing duties on imports,” or by any other act, which shall 
exceed 20 per ceutum on the value thereof, one-third part of 
such excess shall be deducted; from and after the 30ih June, 
1838, one-half of the residue of such excess shall be deducted; 
and on the 30th December, 1838, the other half shall be deduct- 
ed; any thing in the act of the 2d of March, 1833, to the contrary 
notwithstanding., 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after the 
20th September next, the duties on salt shall be, and the same is 
hereby repealed. 

Mr. HARDIN said it was certainly too late in the session to 
take up the subject of regulating the whole ofthe tariff. 

Mr. BELL raised the point of order whether such a propasi- 
tion, being of a distinct and substantive character, in no way 
analogous either with the bill or the amendment, could be mof- 
oa and alzo that it was the same as a bill already before the 

ouge. 

The CHAIR (temporarily occupied by Mr. Brices) decided 
against the point, on the ground that the amendment was not 
he same as the bill in question. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG asked for the yeas and nays on the 
adoption of his proposition. 

Mr. MERCER then took an appeal from the decision of the 
Chair’s decision that the amendment was in order 

The CHAIR, (Mr. Brices,) having stated the grounds of bis 
decision, that the amendment was not the same, in many ma- 
terial points, as the billon the subject of the tariff before the 
Bouse. 

Mr. MERCER Insisted upon his point; and 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky, asked for the yeas and nays 
on the appeal, but the House refused to order them; and after 
some remarks from Mr. REED, 

Mr. CAMBRELIENG drew the attention ef gentlemen to tha 
fact that they had themselves called for this proposition. With 
regard to the point of order, he would only remark, in the first 
place, thatthe proposition of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
was itself actually a part of a proposition before the Committee 
of Ways and Means. There werea number of memorials sent 
to that House on the subject. of a distribution of the surplus re- 
venue, and referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. Re- 
solutions of State Legislatures and other propositions also on the 
same snbject had heen referred to that commities. Nor was 
thavall. That committec had reported on the subject, and the 
pronosition of the gentleman from Teunessee was only one half 
of that reported on by that committee, | : j 

In the second place, the one proposition was just as much in 
order as the other, for the subject of both was the same. Mr, C, 
did not pretend that both were nota violation of the spirit of the 
rules, bnt inasmuch as the House had admitied the proposition 
of the gentleman from Tennessee, it could not, consistently with 
itself, but admit the converse of that. proposition. If they voted 
contrary to the decision of the Chair, they would be virtually 
yoling down their own proposition, at least against the proprie- 
ty ofengratting it upon this bill. ; 

“MU. WARD said he always felt disposed tosustain the Chair, 

where he could do so consistently, but he regretted to say that, 
in the present instance, he felt compelled to differ from its deci- 
sion: not, however, on the ground taken by the honorable gen- 
tleman from Virginia, (Mr. Mercer,) who had taken the appeal, 
but on the ground that, by the 41st rule of the House, it is ex- 
pressly laid down that no motion or proposition on a -subject 
different from that under consideration shail be admitted “un- 
der color of amendment.” Now it was clear to Mr. W’s mind, 
and he must confess that he felt no little surprice that there 
should be a diference of opinion on the subject, that the 
proposition now ght to ke engrafied on this bil had not 
even the most remote analogy hit. Each was of iicelfa 
distinct and substantive proposition, having no identity with. 
nor even bearing upon, the other, Would gentlemen point out 
what possible affinity there was between the plan for distri- 
buting asurplus, er supposed surplus, of the public revenue, 
and the appropriations for the ordinary expenditures in fortifi- 
cations. 

But, asked the gentleman from Virginia before him, (Mr. 
Patton,) if the original amendment wes admissible, wherein 
consisted the inadmissibility of this amendment? Mr. W. for 
himself, would give the gentlemun a response. He “held the 
one to be justas inadmissible as the other, and who would con- 
tend that “two wrongs make a yight?”?? He thought the deci- - 
sion of the Chair, in admitting the original amendment of the 
gentleman from ‘Tennessee, an unsound one, and the present 
embarrassment demonstrated it, ‘fo that amendment he had 
the same objection as to the present, and nothing but his known 


disinclination to raise a question of order, and the unparateled 
secumulation of public business to 
space of four days, prevented his then 


be acted on in the short 
taking an appeal from 
Thus much as to the 


the decision of their presiding officer. 
apnlicability of the rues, 

Mr. W. had, however, other 
poth to the original proposition and ; € 3 
objections which, though they had no immediate. connection 
with the point of order, yet they grew out of it. Without arro- 
gating to himself the power of prescience as to what the Chief 
Magistrate. might do. should this proposition be adopted by 
the two houses of Congress, or without pretending to be an 
exponent of the opinions of that venerable patriot, yet his 
principles and sentiments were So well known that every 
gentleman must acknowledge that the whole bil would be 
jeoparded by engrafting upon it this scheme of distribution. 
Let him ask, then, were gentlemen prepared to assume 
the responsibility of defeating this bill altogether? Were 
they willing, for the sake of adopting a favorite scheme, 
the policy of which was at least questioned, to hazerd 
the loss of a bill, the expediency and necessity of whic fa 
was felt by all? Had gentlemen so soon forgotten the laboved 
and untiring efforts of members of the last Congress to yelieva 


end strong objections applying 
the proposed amendment: 


` themselves from any participation in the oss ofthe fortification 
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bill two yearsago? He-repeated that he did apprehend the loss 
of the bill if this measure should be engrafted on-it, and. he ap- 
pealed to honorable-gentlemen not to do that by an indirect vete 
which they would spurs to do directly; for an affirmation of the 
decision of the Chair, and the subsequent adoption ofthe amend. 
ment would, he insisted, be virtvally a vote. against’: the biil 
itself. 

One. word as to the principles involved’. in. the. measure 
itself, and Mr. W. would take his seat, for the opportunity had 
gone by when long speeches could. be made. He was opposed 
to the scheme of distribution as provided for by the amend- 
ment. He had opposed it at the last séssion, and recorded his 
vote against it; and he never had, nor-did he believe he ever 
should have, cause to. regret that vote. A majority of that 
House was ofa différent opinion, and Mr. W. was compelled 
to yield, after doing all that tfe Constitution empowered him 
to do, to arrest its passage—that of recording his vote in the ne- 
gative. In conclusion, he again made an earnest appeal. to the 
House to reverse the decision of the Chair, for by that alone 
could they insure the Pesan of the appropriation -bills for 
the necessary. wants of the Government. Should the House 
affirm the decision of the Chair, and then vote down the amend- 
ment, its. friends, under that. decision, would renew. it- on 
the other. appropriation bills, and one or all. of them would. be 
inevitably lost. Mr. W. here emimerated some of the more 
important bills, among which were, besides the fortification 
bill, the harbor bill, the civil and diplomatic bill, the-Cumber- 
land: road bill, &c.. For. these reasons, thus hastily expressed, 
Mr. W, should vote to reverse that decision; and he sincerely 
hoped that, in that vote, he would meet with the support of a 
majority of the House. 5 

After some remarks from Messrs. PATTON, JOHNSON 
of La. and HAYNES, 

Mr, VANDERPOSL renewed the call for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

The point was then further discussed by Messrs. MERCER, 
PARKER, and REED. 

The question was taken on the appeal, and decided in the af- 
firrnative—yeas 94, nays 97. 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Ash, Barton, Beale, Bean, Black, 
Bockee, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, Brown, Burns, Cambreleng, 
Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, John F. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, 
Coles, Connor, Cramer, Crary, Cushman, Dawson, Double- 
day, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Fairfield, Fry, Muller, James Gar- 
land, Gholson, Gillet, Graham, Grantland, Grayson, Haley, 
Joseph Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, Albert G., Harrison, Iaw- 
kins, Haynes, Hazeltine, Molt, Huntington, Huntsman, Jarvis, 
Cave Johnson, John W.. Jones, Benjamin Jones, Klingen- 
smith, Lane, Lansing, Lawler, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, 
Leonard, Lewis, Logan, Loyal, Lucas, . Lyon, Abijah Mann, 
Martin; Wiliam Mason, McKay, McKeon, McKim, Mont- 
gomery, Moore, Morgan, Owens, Parks,” Patterson, Patton, 
Franklin Pierce, Phelps, Pinckney, Joseph Reynolds, Rogers, 
Seymour, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Thomas, John Thomson, 
Toucey, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Wardwell, Thomas T. 
Whittlesey, and Yell,—04. 

NAYS~-Messrs Adams, Chilton Allan, THeman Allen 
Anthony, Bailey, Beaumont, Bell, Bond. Borden, Buchanan 
Bunch, John Cathoon, Campbell, Carter, Casey, George Cham 
bers, John Chambers, Chetwood, Childs, Nath. H. Claiborne 
Clark, Corwin, Crane; Cushing, Dartiogton, Deberry, Denny 
Elmore, Evans, Everett, Forester, French, Granger, Graves 
Hiland Hall, Hard, Hardin, Hartan, Harper, Samuei S, Harri 
son, Henderson, Heister, Yerod, Hoar, Hubley, Hunt, Ingersoll 
Ingham, Wiliam Jackson, Janes, Henry Johnsen, Kilgore, 
Lawrence, Lay, Luke Lea, Lincoln, Love, Joh Mann, Sampson 
Mason, Maury, McCarty, McComas, McKennan, Mercer, 
ris, Muhlenberg, Parker, Darce J. Pearce, James A. ey 
Pearson, Pettigrew, Phillips Pickens, Potts, Reed, Rencher, 


John Reynolds, Schenck, Wiliam B. Shepard, Augustine 
HW. Shepperd, Slade, Sloane, Spri Bander, ele. Si 


Rg 
Sutherland, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Und 
Ward, Washington, White, Elisha Whit 
liams, and. Sherrod Witiams— 
So ihe House reversed the decision of the ©! 
The question then r Toon the amend 
rd the follow. 


iv. 
ent ag amended. 
g amendment to 


t 


the amendmen’: . 

“ Phat the sales of the publie lands shall cease from andaf 
ter the passage of this bill, except to act settlers upon the 
public land, upon such rules and rogulations as shal! be pre- 
sented by the Secretary of the Treasury, withthe approbation 
ofthe President of the United States, and which shall not be in- 
consistent with the following instructions: 

“ist. Thatno one setier shall purchase a larger quantity 
than two-sections. 

“2d. That two years’ residence upon the land, after the pur- 
chase, għali be necessary, and shail be satisfactorily proven to 
the Secretary of the Treasury before-the patent issues. 

“3q.. That the price of the public tands to the settler shall be 
regulated ag follewa: To the purchaser of a quantity of land 
not exceeding one quarter section, fifty cente per acre; not ex- 
ceeding one half section, seventy-five cents per acre; and to the 
purchaser of a section or more, one dollar and twenty-five cents 
per acre.” ` 

The CHAR decided this amendinent to be out of order. 

Mr. MARTIN appealed from the decision of the Chair, and 
caled for the yeas and nays, which were ordered, and were— 
yeas 112, nays 70, as tollows: 

YHAS—WMessrs. Adams, Alford, Chilton Allan, Heman 
Allen, Anthony, Bailey, Barton, Beale, Bell, Boekee, Bond, 
Borden, Bouldin, Buchanan, Ranch. Jobn Calhoon, Camp- 
bell, Carter, George Chambers, John Chambers, Chaney, 
Chetwood, Childs, N. H. Claiborne, Clark, Connor, Corwin, 
Crane, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, Deberry, Denny, Elmore, 
Evans, Everett, Forester, French, Graham, Granger, Gray 


3 


Grayson, Grennell, Haley, H. Heti, Hard, Jardin, Harlan, Har 
GHA &. Harrison, Hawkins, Wazeltinc, enderson, Heister, 


Jerod, Hoat, Wubley, Hunt, Ruitsman, Ingersoll, Ingham, 
William Jackson, Joseph, Johnson, John W. Jones, Kennon, 
Kilgore, Laporte, Lawrence, Lay, L. Lea, Lincoln, L 
Mann, Sampson “Mason, Maury, McCarty, MeComas, MceKen- 
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nan, Mercer, Montgomery, Morris, “Muhlenberg, Parker, Ð. J. 
Pearce, J. A. Pearce, Pearson,Pettigrew, Phillips Pickens, Potts, 
Reed, Rencher, Rogers, Schenck, William B. Shepard, Augus- 


Une H Shepperd, Siade, Sloane, Sprague, Standefer, Steele,- 


Storer, ‘Sutherland, - Taliaferro, Underwood, Vinton, Ward, 
Wardwell,” Washington, Webster, White, Elisha - Whittlesey, 
Thomas T. Whittlesey, Lewis Wiliams, Sherrod Williams, 


-and Young-—-112. 


NAYS—Messrs. Ash, Bean, Beaumont, Black, Bovee, Boyd, 
Burns, Cambreleng, Casey, Chapman, Chapin, John FE. H. 
Claiborne, Cleveland; Coles, Cramer, Cushman, Doubleday, 
Dromgoole, Dunlap; Fairfield, Fry, Fuller, James Garland, 
Ghoison, Gillet, Grantland, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, 
Albert.G. Harrison, Haynes, Holt, Huntington, Jarvis, Cave 
Johnson, H. Johnson, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Lawler, G. 
Lee, Leonard, Lewis, Logan, Loyail, Lyon, A. Manv,-Martin, 
W. Mason, McKay, McKim, Moore, Morgan, Patiersen, Patton, 
Franklin Pierce, Phelps, Pinckney, John Reynolds, Joseph 
Reynolds, Seymour, Shinn, Sickles, John Thomson, Toucey, 
Turrill, Vanderpeel, and Ye}!—70, 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed by the House. 

Thequestion was then taken on the amendment of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, as amended by Mr. BELL, and de- 
cided in the affirmative—yens 112, nays 84, 

So the amendment as amended, was concurred in, 

‘The question then recurred on the amendment of the com- 
mittee for fortifications at the mouth of Connecticut river. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. McKAY and INGHAM, the 
amendment was non-soncurred in. p 
nee question. then recurred on the engrossement of the 

iil, 

Mr. VANDERPORL called forthe yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. s 

After some remarks hy Mr. PATTON, the question was 
taken and decided in the afirmative—-yeas 111; nays 70. 

_ So the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time. 

Mr MANN of New York moved an adjonrnment: lost. 

The bili was then read a third time and passed. 

The SPEAKER then laid before the House the 
message from the President of the United States: 

To the House of Representatives: 

I transmit a letter from the Secretary ef War ad interim, 
accompanied by various documents, in relation to a survey, 
recently made of the mouths of the Mississippi river, under a 
law of the last session of Congress. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

Fesrvary 24, 1837. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, the message was 


following 


` referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 


be printed. f 

The SPEAKER lJaid before the Mouse a communication 
from the Secretary of State, transmitting a list of the names of 
inventors of useful improvernents who had had their improve- 
ments patented during the year 1836; which was laid upon the 
table, and ordered to be printed. : 

The SPEAKER also laid before the Wouse a communication 
from the Secretary of State, transmitting a list of the patents 
which have expired during the year 1836; which was laid on 
the table; and erdered to be printed. 

On motion, - ` 

The Youse thon adjourned at ten o’clotk, P, M: 


IN SENATE. 
Moxpay, February 27, 1837. 
Yhe CHAIR presented a communication from the State De- 
tment, transmitting a lst of the patents which expired 
n the year 1836; which, on mouon of Mr. KNIGHT, was 
ordered to be printed. 

Aise, a communication from the War Departmentin relation 
to the harbor at waukie; which, on motion of Mr. HEN. 
DRICKS, was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of. the Treasury, 
in compliance with a resoiution of the 23d tastant, wansmiiting 
a communication from the Solicitor of the Treasury, with the 
accompanying documents and correspondence called fe 

m motion of Mr. MOORE, the documents and correspon- 
dence were ordered to be printed. 
. FULTON presented the credentials of the Hon. Anprew 
vien apnoinied a Senator, by the Governor of Arkansas, 
the vacancy that will oecar on the 4th of March next, for 
the term of six years. 
Mr. WEBSTER expressed his doubts as to the constitution- 
ality of making an appointment, no vacancy having occurred. 

Mr. FULTON remarked that he. and his colleague we 
ware of this difficulty; but he (Mr. F.) supposing that it would 
ea matter for the next Senate to act upon, presented the cre- 
entals under that Impression. 

The CHAIR said that it was not for the Senate to consider 

he quatifications of Senators elected to the next Congress. 
“hat Congress must act on this subject. 
Tr. SEVIER eaid that he had very great doubt of the legality 
of the appointment, and did not at all doubt the patriotic mo- 
tives which influenced the Senator from Massachusetts in ex- 
pressing himself as he bad done. Mr. S.. cared not how the 
ragtier should be decided, one way or.the other. 

Mr. WEBSTER was sure that the honorable Senator was 
very indifferent as to how the question. might be decided, and 
would give him credit as to. iig motives in intimating that there 
might be some irregularity in the proceeding. k 

Mr. SEVIER expressed himself quite satistied with the course 

persued by the honorable Senator from Massachusetts. 
Mr. WALKER presented the memorial of a number of mer- 
chante of Apalachicola, praying Congress te confirm an act 
passed by the Legislature of Florida, incorporating the Marine 
Insurance Company Bank; which was referred. 

Mr, KENT presented the credentials of the Hon JOHN 8. 
Spange, re elected by the Legislature of Maryland, a Senator 
from that State, for the term of six years from the 4th of March 
REXEL 
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MORRIS presented the memorial of the General Assam- 


bly of Ohio, praying that Congres’ may cede to the State a 
strip of jand on the: south side of the same; whieh w. ferred, 
and ordered to be printed, Pe ra EES oS 
< Mr. BUCHANAN presented a number ‘of memorials from’ 
citizens of Pennsylvania, praying the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia. z O Ss ce 

Mr. B. moved to- dispense with the reading of the same, dnd 
that they be laid on the table. yin A Reet gies 

Mr. LINN objected to-their reception. A 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the motión of reception waslaid 


on the table. 


Mr. SWIFT and Mii: MORRIS. presented petitions on the 
same subject, which were similarly disposed of: 3 

Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Finance, to which 
Was referred the memorial ofthe President and Directors of the 
Bank of the United States, relative to the disposition’ of the 
stock, reported a joint resolution directing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to accept the terms proposed by the ‘Président and 

vectors of the bank, under the Pennsylvania charter, in réla> 
uon to the purchase of the capital stock, and final adjustment 
of claims of the Government, which was read a first and second 
lime, and ordered te be. engrossed for a third reading; ‘and the 
correspondence. between the Secretary of the Treasury and the 
chairman of the committee on the same subject, wag ordered to 
be printed. ae 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, reported 


» bill to establish a collection district in the State of Mississippi; 


which was read and ordered to a second reading, 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on’ Military Affairs, re- 
ported.a joint resolution, authorizing the purchase of 30,000 co- 
pies of General Macomb’s work on Military tactics; which was 
rcail a firstand second time, and ordered to.be engrossed for a 
third reading. h : $a 

Mr. RUGGLES, from the Committee on Comimerce,reported 
a bill making appropriations for the building of light houses, life 
boats, the erection of buoys, beacons, &c.; Which was read and 
ordered to a second reading. ` s 

The resolution submitted by Mr. WEBSTER, for printing 
certain opinions of the Attorney General, and ‘circulars ‘of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, on the subject of the 
public lands, was read the second time, and ordered toa third 
reading. i 

Phe bill from the House, making appropriations for the for- 
tifications of the United States for che year 1937, was read twice, 
and referred to the Commitice on Finante, i 

The following bills were severally read the third ime and 

assed, ee 
p The bill making an appropriation for certain roads in the 
Territory of Wisconsin. PE k 

The bill to creaie two additional land offices in that part of 
the Territory of Wisconsin wast of the Missigsippiriver. ~ 

The dill to create the. office of surveyor of ihe public lands 
for the Territory of Wisconsin, 8 coo dosso d 

The bill for the relief of Catharine Myer. <>. 

The bill supplementary to the act granting half pay 
widows and orphans whose husbands and fathers have died of 
wounds received in the military service of the United States; 

The bill to authorize and saction the rales of readrves provid- 
ed for Creek Indians by the treaty of March, 1832, in certain 
cases; and for other. purposes. 3 : i 

The bill to ameng: the act: for laying off the towns of Fort 
Madisonand Burlington, and others in the Territory of W is- 
consin, and for other purposes. ee 

fae bili giving the approval and confirmation of Congress to 
three geveral acts of he Territorial Legislature of Wisconsin 
incorporating banks, : 

Mr, BUCHANAN moved to take up the report of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations on the subject of our relations 
with Mexico; and ; $ ` 

Mr. WALKER hoped that the resolution submitted by him 
for the acknowledgement of the independence of. Taxas, Tors 
than two months aro, and which had been so “often postponed 
to make way for other matters, wotild have ihe precedente. 

After some remarks irom Messrs, PRESTON, CALHOUN, 
BUCHANAN, end WALKER, ee 

- The CHAIR said that the report of the Committee on` Ro- 
réign Relations had come up in its regular order, and must be 
first considered, unless postponed by a vote of the Souate. 

Mr. PRESTON moved tu postpone the resoludan, for the 
purpose of taking up the resolunon on the subject of the ac- 
knowledgment of the independence of Texas; which möten 
was negatived—yeas 9, noes not counted. he 

Mr. CLAY rose and said, that fie supposed. the only question 
which would be presented to the Senate, would be upon the 
resoludion. He had risen merely to'say, that he concucred with 
the other gentlemen who composed the committee upon the 
subject under consideration. He agreed with the tof his 
colleagues that the controversy with Mexico had v 
case justitying a resort to- war, or for the lesuing of v 
and he thought that renewed efforts should be i 
redress, before it should become necessary 
against: Mexico to vindicate the bonor and inier 
country. 

He jeit himse 


risals 5 
19 obtain 
eciare war 
ests of the 


bound to say that whilst he concurred with 
the committee, which he believed was unanimous in adopting 
the resolution, he did not agree entirely. with the body oi the re. 
port. Je thovght the e was mads out rather. stronger 
against Mexico than the correspondence of the Government 
with that couniry justified. And he must say, iy allcando 
and truth, ihat the departure of our represe: tative frony Maxi 
co, under the Gircumstances, Was harsh, abr and unnecos- 
sary. A jong letter'had been addressed, in pursuance of in- 
structions from the: Depariment.of State, by tbe Americ 
Charge @ Affaires, 10 the Secretary for Foreign Affairs in M 
co, and which bore date some ume in December lash, and oar 
braced a great variety of claims in respect Lo which informa- 
tion waa to be procuri aad procured, (60, from remote paria 
mice, Some del p eonseguence, i place, on the 


ter, in sendiùg his reply to our Charge 


When we caine to examine the reply, with candor ant fair- 
nese, in respect te which some of our clabns were admitted, 
and- concerning others, more information was required,gthe 


Bondie wou! 
precy 
Well, 


Yan was. neces on ithe part. of our Minister: 
w this state-of. things.that-he shortly. after. de= 


vis, and ‘came home: 


shat our Charge: might have: walted further-in- 
nd, if he- had delayed his depariure, the Mexican 
ould. probably have been’ able to furnish: him: 
nformauion. He “would have. heard what: they. 
Q tetter fro 
spostiim <of our Government: in regard tothe occupa. 
Mexi territory: near the Sabine, and which had 
$0 much unpleasantndsa.» > T. : 

0. 3, woud take-the opportunity of saying that 


we ocur incall the reasonings of the.cemmitee as: to. 


cation. of-a pamphlet py Mr: Gorostiza, the: Mexican 
extraordinary... E a 4 
‘great diplomatic: irregularity; but he did. not’ think ft 
‘Out a Case for war, or forany serious disturbance. “It was 
tan aausual case. “He recollected an Instance which occur- 
vad while the American Commissioners were at Ghent, in 1814, 
ata most critical state of the negotialion—when it hung, as ite 
wete on a balavice, and when it-was extremly doubtful whether 
tHere would: not bea rupture. -- i h 
“Mi Chere related, that while he wasiat Ghent, treating with 
Lord Gambier and the other British commissioners, a publica- 
don from the United States, containing the correspondence be- 
tween the Goveroment of the United States and Great Britain, 
found itaway there. ‘Lord Gambier having seen it, expressed 
“his anrprise to Me, C:.thatyhis Government should have given 
“publicity to ‘this correspondence, and said he could not see how 
coahey coukl justify the act he other commissioners were 
equally displeased at the occurrence. Mr. C, then explained to 
there thar the: occurrence which had been adopted, was one 
a ving. out of the peculiar structure of this Government, and 
whic the people tiere demanded of their servants. : 
“<He-€Mr, Clay) mentioned this to show that what Mr. Goros- 
‘tiga had done wasa thing not unexampled. It would be re- 
“daliected that but the other day, Mr. Pageot, just before eni- 
“harking for France froin New York, published the. letter of the 
Due de Broglie: Mr: Pageot had since returned to: this country 
“and boeh received fragkly, and without aay intimation: of dis- 
` watisfaction on the’ part of our Government... And: he (Mr. O.Y 
had. no more doubt of the fact than of his standing on -that floor 
at that moment, thas there- had been. information conveyed 
“through some channel, official, .or unofficial, to France that 
“May Pageot’s return to the United, States would: be. welcomed, 
kour any displeasure being shown towards him: in regard to 
: having published the letter.of the Duc de Broglie; otherwise 
“the French Goverhment would not have sent him to. this coun- 
: ‘fad Mr, Gorostiza nou known the fact ofthis publication, 
oly wouldior bave pursued thè example set him. 
woe Mi Co admitted thar Mr.: Gorostiza’s conduct in publishing 
“dhe pamphlet he did, was decidedly wrong; and highly reprehen- 
` aible;. but, ashe: bad before said; it. was not, in his opinion, an 
` (fence justifying war. The pamphlet had produced no im. 


“pression, and had done no mischief; and he thought the Secre- 
tary of state had acted highly wrong to make it a subject of 
communicator to the Mexican Government, Whilst, however, 
Me C. disagreed. with the committee as to some parts of the re- 

i port ho concurred entirely with them in regard to the resolu- 

s ponani hoped it woukl obtain the unanimous consent of the 


EnA Gy i 
LAME BUCHANAN suid he had but a few remarks to make 
Kupan hi eubiect, in addition to thoee contained in the report 
ofthe Committee on Foreign Relations, 
Pte tele gratified that the Senator from Kentucky had son- 
eriervedL with the other members of the committee in a large por- 
tlonofthei? report, and that he would sustain the resolution 
2 with whieh dit’conshuded.: . : 
The jastion of. the Senator's remarks in: regard to the with- 
drawal’ of Mey Es fron: Mexico: would be palpable, if no de- 
mät iaterer bee nade pon the Mexican Governmont. for 
othe rodret Sour grievances previous to his letter of September, 
$886, to My. Monasterio. = But.the case was far different. This 
PWemand Ais not then nade tor tiie trst time. Qn the contrary, 
yoar after year, time after time, whenever we sustained inju- 
vies, We had asked for redress; but our reclamations, in almost 
avery inaiance, had been evaded, and redress had been with- 
Held, Mir. Enis’s lener of the 26th September was, therefore, 
but å mere summing up of onr causes of complaint--an enume: 
ration of demanda which had been previously made against the 
: Maxican Government, That Government ought to have been 
prepared to yield us prompt redress, or at least to have express: 
ad their wiltineniess to do so, as soon as they possibly could. He 
thought Mare Bilsin withdrawing from Mexico, had obeyed his 
fosteuctions, hethinthe spirit and in the letter, His opinion 
upan this paint was very decide. 

He should not have said another word upon the subject, but 
fort a commentary on the report of the Committee of Foreign 
Relations, which had appeared in a morning paper. This ar- 

iclo:proceedad from a source which seemed to render a pess- 


Ssary, 
he Prosident, in his message, after expressing his opinion 
He agztavated-wrongs which we had suffered from Mexico, 
the committee entirely concurred, recommended that 
ctshanld be passed authorizing reprisals, if, after making 
ber: demand, the Mexican. Government should refuse to 
come to-anamicable adjustinentof the matters in controversy. 
Re expressed ia entire willingness, however, to co-operate 
with Co: ie any other course which should be deemed 
iemoral Operei” & 3 i; 
cumslances it wasa matter of extreme delica- 
tocom'er upon: the Executive: the- power of 
$, upon a füture contingency: He would not 
€ ht not occur which would justify such apro- 
gentog: se, If they should ever happen, would establish a 
voje for themscives. Unless as inimediate and ovorruling ne: 
eessity existed, which could brook no delay, it was always safer 
arid more coustitational, to take the opiaion of Congress: upon 
events a had happened, than to entrust a. power soim- 
portent ent alone: š isg y 
ler all the circumstances, di not believe 


oy for Conga 
making y 
gay ihat e 


y knew ihat Gi na Anna, whose life had baen justly 
feited, bax had been restored to him by the magnanimity of 
Government of Texas, had recently arrived at Washingten; 
che had ‘heen sent.hoine Ina Government vessel of the Unit- 
and that there was every reason to believe hie arrival 

thy the Mexicans with joy, and that he would 
iy be iestorad tothe Presidency ef the Republic. “Under 


whisk, he pyesumed, that there had beea more j 


Yythought that-such were the. circumstances | 


our Secretary of State-relative tothe} 


6; (ir; C.) however, would say: that. - 


lations with Mexico. presented such a case.. 


auch circumstances, it was but teas Í a 

-feel disposed to renderte this country the justice which was.our 

“dier and that, therefore, it was neither expedient nor necessary, 
atthe present moment, to authorize-any decisive measure. of a 
hostile character. “PRR hag? Be a à 

bo Again: The committee were. unanimously. of opinion that. the 

“Bath article of our treaty with Mexicorequired that a demand 

should be made, underits provisions, before resorting éither to’ 

war.or to reprisals. This article was one ofa pecullaruature, 

It might have been*impolitic.to-agree -to itar fray butit was 


cred: . Here Mr. B. read-from the article, as follows: “Vhirdly. 
If (what Indeed cannot: be expected,) any. of the articles con» 
“tained in the present treaty -shall be ‘violated or imfracted “in 
any mariner whatever, itis stipulated: that. neither- of the con- 
tracting parties will order or authorize any acts of reprisal, nor 
declare war against the other, on complaints of injuries or dama- 
23, until the said parry considering itself offenéed, shail first 
have’ presented: to the other a statement of such injuries. or 
damages, verified by competent proofs, aad demanded justice 
-and satisfaction, and the same shall have been either refused or 
unreasonably delayed.” : . 

This language was too plain to be misunderstood. It-was 
true that it did notextend to direct insulte to the national honor; 
such as violations. of our. flag, or opprobious and injurious con- 
duct towards our consuls. But the committee were very clear 
and unanimous in. their opinion, that when pecuniary damages 
iwere sought by our citizens, for pecuniary Injuries sustained, in 
violation of any article of the treaty, before we could redress 
those injuries by reprisals, a previous demand must be made in 

ursuance of its-provisions. On this point, there could scarcely 
e two opinions. 


tion of the complaints of individuals to the Mexican Govern- 
ment through the agency of our Minister to. Mexico. Our Go- 
vernment must be the judge, in the first mmstance, ef the inju- 
ries requiring redress. We must decide this question ourselves. 
We are then bound w present a statement of such injurics 
and damages to the Mexican Government, verified by compe-. 
tent proofs. ‘That sucha demand under the treaty had never 
been made: hitherto, must be apparent to all those whe have 
Tead the correspondence. -Throughout the whole of ir, this 
article does not seem to have attracted any attention. That it 
“was not within the contemplation of Mr. Worsyth, when be ad- 
dressed the letter of, instructions to Mr. Ellis of the 20th of July 
last, will appear conclusively from that letter iteelf, After enu- 
merating our causes of complaint against the Mexican Govern- 
ment, he’says, * though the department is. not in possession of 
proof of all-the circumstances of the wrongs done in the above 
cases, as- represented by the aggrieved. partics, yet the com- 
plaints are such as to entitlethem to be listened to, and to justify 
a demand on. the Mexican Government that they shali be 
prompuly and. properly examined, and that suitable redress 
shall be afforded.” 

The comitee believed that it would require several months 
to enable the. Department of State to collect the necessary 
provota for the purpose of verifying each of the private claims 
of our citizens, and to make the demand according to the trea- 
ty. All the necessary forms can probably not be complied 
with unti! within two or three months of the meeting of the 
next Congrese.. They, therefore, thought. it much better to 
wait this brief space, and refer the whole quesiion to Congress, 
than to authorize the President immediately to issue letters of 
marque and reprisal, in case the answer of the Mexican Go- 
yernment should uot prove satisfactory, 

After this demand shall have been made, and the answer of 
the Mexican Government received, the whoie case will then be 
beiore Congress in a clear and Gistinct jorm Jf that Govern 
ment should refuse to do us justice; he could not doubt but that 
Congress would adopt prompt. measures for vindicating the 
honor of the American flag, and asserting the just rights of our 
injured fellow-citizens. $ 5 

He should have heen willing to use stronger language in the 
resolution appended to the report, but he believed it. was now 

‘presented in the best form. Whilst-negotiation continued, it 

was hot politic to use the language of menace. Siill he thought, 
from the report and the resolution taken together.:the Mexican 
Government could not fai} to perceive the deterinination of that 
ofthe United States to enforce, in the most prompt and energetic 
manner, tho redress of ali our grievances. i 

qhe report of the committee was concurred in unanimously— 
Yeas +6, 

Mr. WALKER then moved to take up thy resolution submit- 
ted by him for the acknowledgment of the independence of 
Texas; which motion was supported by Mr. PRESTON, and 
opposed by Mr, HUBBARD; afier which: the.vesolution was 
taken up: and 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to postpone it till Wednesday next; 

which was agreed to—yeas 25, nays 21, as follows: - 
* YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, Clayton, Davis, 
Hubbard, Kent. King-of Alabama, King of Georgia, Knight, 
Lyon, Morris, Niles. Page, Prentiss, Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, and 
Wright—25. i 

NAYS—Mesers. Benton, Black, Calhoun, Clay, Crittenden, 
„Cuthbert, Ewing of. Minois, Fulton, Hendricks, Linn, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Parker, Preston, Rives, Robinson, Spence, 
Strange, Walker, and White—21 
| _ The following bills were severally read the second time, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be 
engrossed fora third reading: 

The bill supplementary to the act to revive, and continue in 
force, the act to provide for persons disabled by known wounds 
received in the military service of the United States. 

The bil to purchase the right to use in the navy and army 
of the Unned Brues, the apparatus of Dr. Boyd Reilly for the 
application of steam to the hernan body. 

The bill to provide for the repair and erettion of custom- 
houses, and for other purposes. 4 

The bill to extend, for a longer period, the several acts now 
in-force fer the relief of the insolvent debtors oi the United 
States. $ : 

On motion of Mr. EWING of Ohio, ; 

Ordered, That the Senate, for the remainder of the session, 
take a recese from three to half past four o’clock. 

The. Benate then took a recess, : ca 


EVENING SESSION. ; 
The following bills were severally read the second tirne, and 
considered asin- Committee of the Whole, and: ordered ta be 


engroseed fora third reading: ~- ee, 


utreasonable to hopethat he wouid 


-nowa partof our treaty, and its requisitions must'-be~held sa- ` 


This treaty required something more than amere'presenta-. 


`- wick, New Jersey. 


The bill to extend the time for issuing scrip certificates on 
United States military bounty land warrants. X 
x The bili-tó provide jor the erection and repair of custom- 

ouses. : 

The bill to advance to each of the States of Alakama and 
Mississippi, one million of dollars, to be chargeable on the two 
per cert. fund reserved: from the sales.of the public lands in 
these Siates, to be expended ena railread from Brandon, Mia- 


-sissippi, to Cahabe, Alabama: laid on the: table—yeas 27, 


nays 16. 


the table. . _ $ 
The bill for the relief of John McCarty. z rhe 
The bill to remunerate’the captors of the privateer Lydia. 
The bill to amend the act of 2d July, 1833, for the relief of 

Samuel Smith, Linn Magee and Semoioe, Creek Indians; and 

also an act passed at the same session for the relief of Sussa 

Marlow. i 3 7 

The bill to authorize the Becretary of the Treasury. to: invest 

the amount reserved for making roads Jeading ‘to the State of 

Alabama, under the direction of Congress. Rejecied—yeas 12, 

nays 18. 
: The bill for the relief of Captain Charles G. Ridgely, of the 

United States Navy.. Laid on the table. | 
The bill for the relief of George J. Knight. 

The bill to provide for the payment of the services of Captala 
Allen, for bringing General La Fayette and family from France 
to. the United States in 1834. : 

The bill authorizing certain surveys in Florida, and for other 

urpozes. : = 

The bill for the payment of John H. Hall. Laid on the table. 

The bill for the relief of Colonel Matthew Arbuckle. Net 
ordered to be engrossed. 

Pies bill for the relief of the legal repreeentattves of Francie 
azoo, oe 
‘The following bills were taken up as in Committee of 

the Whole, read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a 

third reading. °° i 
A bill for the relief of Walter Loomisand Abel Gay. 

A bill for the relief of David Stone. : 

A bill to provide for the transportation of the mail upon rad. 
roada, : 

A bill for the confirmation of the claim of the heirs of Mi. 
chael Dragon, to certain tracts of land therein mentioned. 

A billto incorporate the Howard Institution ef the city of 
Washington, S 

A bill for the more equitable administration of the Navy Pen- 
sion Fund. : 

The joint resolution to authorize the purchase of 500 sets of 
maps.compiled by David H. Burr; and ; 

The joint resolution to enable the Postmaster General moro 
readily ta change the commencement “of the time, for maki 
contracts for carrying the mail; were read a second time and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. : 

The bili making appropriations for light-houses, life-hoats, 
buoys, beacons, &c. was taken up and reada second tims. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, February 27, 1837. 
This being the day for presenting petitions and memeriats, 
Mr. CAMBRELENG, adverting to that fact, remarked that 
two days only remained of the session m which bills cotild be 
gent to the Senate, and as to memorials it had been heretofore 
the custem, by a general order, to permit members to lay theri 
on the table. ` Every one knew that'it was unnecessary to prë 


. sent petitions at this time, fer no action could be hadon ‘them. 


Mr. C. therefore moved a suspension of the. rules, for the pur- 
tegen proceeding with. the. consideration of the. appropria. 
tion bills. i : 3 ‘ 

Mr LINCOLN asked for the yeas and nays, but they wers 
yelused. `. 8 

Mr. ADAMS moved a call of the House: lost, 

Tho rules -were suspended—ayées 112, noes 21. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House then resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
Mr. PIERCE of New Hampshire in the Chair. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND moved that the committee take up the 
“harbor bill”? 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the committee would firat take 
up the “civil list bill; but the first motion prevailed—ayes 76, 
noes 65. 2 

N HARBOR BILL. . 

The committee accordingly took up, the “bill to provide for 
ceriain harbere, and for the removal of obstructions in and at 
the inouths of certainrivers, and for other purposes; during 
the year 1837.”? ‘a s 

The bill, having been read, was taken up by sections, 

Mr. CHAPIN proposed an item of §7.500 for the comple 
tion of the works atthe harber of Buffalo, New York. 

„After sume remarks in its ‘support by Mr. C. {which will be 
given herea(ter} against it by Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, 
(on the ground of its not having been recommended by the 
Committee of Ways and Means,) and by Messrs, SMITH, 


MERCER, SUTHERLAND and GIDEON LEE, the amend: 


fnent was disagreed to without a division. 

Mr. HARD fnoved toincrease the clause for continuing the 
improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Oak Orchard creek, 
New York, from #5000 to $10,000, and briefly supported the 
amendment on the ground that the smaller amount, being. in- 
sufficient, would be less economical than the larger amount. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. PARKER submited an amendment propesing an appro- 
priation of 6.966 in addition to the unexpended balance of last 
year, for continuing he improvement of the harbor. of Bruns 

OBL AS p 

Mr. McKAY moved to increase the item for continuing thé 
remavol of obs'ructions at Oeracock inlet. North Carolina, from 
$12,050 to $13.850, and read the letter of the engineer asking fer 
the x Lost . 

R HTE of Kentucky 


et 


After some remarks 
E. WHITELESEY, 5. WILLIAMS, MERCER, SMITH ant 

CHAMBERS of Kentucky, the amendment waa disagreed W: 
ayes 67; noes §9. $ ` 
Mr. CARTER moved an amenément appropriating 950,000 


-to continue. the improvements herévofere commenced at Mure’. 


Shoals, avd to declare Kingsport a port of entry. 


6. 
The bill for the relief of Commodore Isaac Hull: also laid oun 


A fter some remarks by Messr 
and BELL, 
gion. 

Mr. CASEY moved an amendment, making an appropria 
tion for the improvement of the Iliinois and Great Wabash 
river, $40,009; and for-the esiablishment of a port of entry at 
some point thereon: fost. 

Mr YELL moved an amendment appropriating $20,000 for 
the removal of obstructions in the Arkansas never, from Litle 
Rock to Fort Smith. 

After a few remarks by Mr. YELL, the amendment was disa- 
greed to without division. 

Mr. YELL then moved'a further amendment, appropriating 
$30,000 tor the removal of obstructions in White and Black 
river, and $10 000 for improvements in St. Francis river: lost 

Mr. DAWSON then moved an amendment, eppropriatng 
$26,000 for the improvement of the harbor of Brunswick, Geor- 
gia, and declaring that place a portofentry. 

After some remarks by Messrs. DAWSON, SUTHERLAND 
PINCKNEY, MAN of New York, PEARCE, of Rhode 
Island, Mr. DAWSON with irew his amendment. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, proposed au additional clause, 
appropriating £210,000 for continuing the works of the removal 
ofobstructions to the navigation of the Mississippi river and ita 
mouth, which, afier some remarks from the honorable mover, 
and Messrs. PEARCE. of R. I GARLAND, of La. VANDER: 
POEL, SMITH, REED, LAWRENCE, the amendment was 
agreed to. 

Mr. HANNEGAN moved an amendment appropriating 
$50,000 for the improvement of tha Gieat Wabash river, and 
declaring Delphi a port of entry. 

Atter some remarka, by Messrs. HANNEGAN and MER. 
CLR, the amendmentavas disagreed to. 

Mr. GRAYSON moved an amendment, 
$10,000 for the surveys of certain rivers and c 
Charleston, Beuth Carolina, and Savannah, Georgia. 

After some remarks by Messrs. GRAYSON, OWENS, 
SUTHERLAND, and PINCKNEY the amendment was disa 
read to. 

E Mr. SMITH submitted an amendment explanatory ofan ap- 
propriation for works at New Bedford, Massachusetts, Jast 
year, which was agreed ta, 

Mr. DENNY proposed an item of $3,0 
the Ohio above Louisy lost. 

Mr. HARRISON of Missouri moved an item of $2,009 fer cen- 
s, Black, anit White rivers 
uri, which, atier a few 
words from the mover and Mr, YELL was rejected, 

Mr. REED submited an item of $5,000 for the improvement 
of the harbor of Provincetown, Massachusetts, which after a 
few words in its support by the mover, by Mr. SMITH against 
ft, and by Mr. R. in rejoinder, was disagreed to, 

Mr. MILLIGAN moved to increase the item for 
the improvement of the harbor 
§8,000 10. 815,000. Lost. 

Mtr, INGERSOLL moved to increase the item for continuing 
the repairs at the harbor of Chester, Pennsylvania, from $5 
to $2,000: agreed to. 

Mr. MARTIN moved an appropriation of 100.600. for con- 
tnuing the improvement of the Muscle an? Coibert Shoals, to 
ba expended under the direction of commissioners appointed 
by the State of Alabama; which, afer some remarks from 
Messrs. MARTIN and CHAPMAN, was disagreed to 

Mr. GHOLSON moved ax appropriation of $100 000, to re- 
move obstructions on the Tombighee river; and also on the 
Yallabousha, &e; which. afer rime remarks from Messrs. 
GHOLSON and DAWSON, wes disagreed to, 

Me. WISE moved two items of €509 each, for placing buoys 
on ome polits therein named, upon the Atlantic coasi of Wir- 
ginia, and Eastern shore of the Cheaare 
remarka from Messrs. WISE. E. WHITT 
SUTHERLAND, BELT, aod HARPER, was 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved tas 


CARTER, CAMBRELENG 
the amendment Was disagreed to, without a divi. 
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© For opening a passare of fifty yards wide ani 
deep, at low water, between the town of Beaufort a 
sound, North Carolina, and ior improving 
tion to two sums of $5,000 each, appropriated at the | 
of Covgress for the harbor of Beaufort, and for 
829,000.” 
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he (ŭi oward) waa, to proceed from a narrow jealousy, 
which he was sure neither the gentleman nor his constituents 
felt. Bat unkind persons. would so construe it, and he begged 
leave to say tiat, upon this subject, the colleague of the gente- 
man. (My. Sutherland) who had introdueed this bil at the last 
session, and ought to be consiiered a more appropriate repre- 
sentative of the feelings of Philadelphia than the author of the 
pending motion. 

H the gentleman would exchange his mogcificent river and 
flowing tiges, which swept so nobly along in front of-his 
wharves, for the land-locked harbor of Baltimore, he might be 
welcome to this appropriation. But che peenbhar position of 
Baltiniore had attracted the attention of Congress sooner than 
any other harbor in the United States; for in 1791, an act of 
Congress was passed asenting to the imposition of a small tax 
upon tonnage, for the express purpose of keepirg the harbor 
clear, Butits product was so inconsiderabie that the State had 
permitted the city ro apply a valuable fundin aid of it, amount. 
Ing to 20, 25, or $30,009 a’year. This fund had beer tempora- 
rily withdrawn, under circumstances which had no sort of 
connection with the question before the House. It wag sufi. 
cient to know that. it was withdraw. ang whilst harbors. great 
and small, were receiving the care of Government, it was not to 
be supposed that a port of such nature as Baltimore could be 
overiosked. There were mony other coasiderations con- 
nected with the subject, but the time of the House oughtto be 
now counted by minutes, and he would therefore consume ne 


Mr, LYON moved (o strike oat “twenty thousand,” and in- 
gert fifty thousand, so as to increase the appropriation for im- 
proving the navigation of the Mobile bay, by deepening the 
channel across Dog river bar and Mantaw pass. 

Mr. L. said he did not intend to consume the time of the House 
by a apeech at the present stage of the session, but he hegeed 
to makea brief statement of facts in support of the motion he 
had submitted. He requested that the clerk micht read a me- 
morial from the Chamber of Commerce of Mobile, asking an 
eppropriation forthe improvement of the Mobiie bay: [whieh 
was done.] 

Tt would be seen, continued Mr. Ie fromthe document just 
read, that the value o E exports of couon alone, from Mobile, 


wës estimated, for th 
lars, and the number of 


y miilions of dob 
essels that discharge and receive car- 
goes, at not less than five hundred. AN ls drawmg over 
ten feet of water were obliged to remain below Dos river bar 
or anchor in the bay, a distance of 15 or 20 miles from the cit 
of Mobile, and had to discharge their carg and receive the 
return freights, with the aid of lighters. The obstruction w the 
navigation, interposed by Dog river bar, subjected persons, en- 
gaged in commercial pursuits, and in the navigation ofthe bay, 
to much inconvenience, delay, and expense. A very inteli- 
gent officer of the Engineer Corps, Capt. Chase, had, in 
his report, eetimated the cost of deepening the channel 


Col year, at twer 


more of it. 7 , D 
The mation was then rejected without a division. 
$ 


across the bar, so as to admit vesscis drawing 12 feet 
of water, at $150,000. and had pressod the opinion 


that the improvement when completed would be permanent. 
Mr. L. begged that the report from the Engineer Department 
might be read by the Clerk. He said he teaved the small sum 
of 820,036 proposed in the bill, would not be sufficient to make 
ali the necessary preparations fer the commencement of the 
wall, and Jeave on hand a sum sufficient to enable much pro- 
gress to be made in deepening the channel acrossthe bar. The 
improvement contemplated was one of much consequence to 
the teop of alatama, and paris of Mississippi and Georgia; 
and he hoped he was not asking too much in proposing to ap- 
propriate at the present time one-third ef the estimaied cost of 
the work. With an appropriation of $50,000 every necessary 
preparation could be at once. made, and the work commenced 
witha prospect ofits early completion. Ithad heretofore been 
commenced, bri the amount apprapriated had been so small 
that little or no progress, he b ed, had h 


no doubt, (said Mr. L.) the intention of Cong 
in provement aly 


GHOLSON and Mr. SUTHERLAND made a few re- 
marks in support o: the amendment, when it was agreed to—- 
ayes 64, noes 61 
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Mr, C. said that he would not detain. thé committed at this 
late hour, when the time of the House was as valuable as it 
was limited. -A survey of this interesting seaboard had ab 
ready beenordered upon his motion, and he now moved an ad- 
ditional appropriation m the event of the former proving in- 
adequate. Iis sole object in brief, was to direct public aten- 
tion to that part of the State of Mississippi; a sectiun heretofore 
unknown, and little appreciated; bet which in every point of 
view deserved the attention of Goverument. He had ona for- 
mer occasion, when the House had ordered a, reconnoisance of 
the coast, expressed his views at length, and he would now 
merely express a Hope that the report of the officer detail@d for 
the service would, at the next session of Congress, be followed 
up by liberal appropriations to Improve the fine harbors be- 
tween the Rigoleis and Mobile Poin 

The bifl was then laid aside, to be reported to the Heuse. 

Mr, CAMBRELENG moved that the committee cake up 
the civil and diplomatic biil, including the appropriation to pay 
the members themselves. 

Mr, MERCER moved to take up the Cumberland road bill, 

The former motion taking precedence, was put and agreed 
to—ayes 89, noes 59, 

CIVEL LIST BILE. 


Bo the committee took up the “bii making appropriations 
for the civil and dipiemaiuc expenses of Government for the 
year 1837.” 

‘Phe bill havfag been read through, was then taken up by 
sections. 

The enacting clause having been read; 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina moved the following 
amendment. 

“For the outfit and salary ofa d’plomatic agent to be sent to 
the independent republic of Texas, thousand dollars.” 

“For the expenses of running the boundary line between the 
United Sates and the independent Government of Texas —— 
thousand dollars; the line to be run by commissioners to be ap. 
pointed by the United States and the republic of Texas.” 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON inquired if it was in order to submis 
the amendment at that part ofthe bill. j 

Mr. THOMPSON said it was as much in order there as any 
were, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that it wag clearly in 
order, ` 


The CBAIR (Mr. F. Perce) reptied that it was strictly in 
order 

Mr. THOMPSON then addressed the committee at somo 
length in support of his amendment, and Mr, MASON of Ohio 
and HOAR. in reply, 

Mr. BYNUAi addressed the House atlength in support of the 
amendment: and without concladme, gave way to 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina, who moved that the 
committee rise; aud the question being taken by tellers, the 
vote was. ayes 26, noes $6, no quorum, . 

Mr. THOMPSON chea moved thai the committee rise and re. 
port that fact to the House; which was agreed to, 

The SPEAKER having reseed the chair, and the chairman 
having reported the fact thatthe committees had found iself 
without @ quorum, 

My. THOMPSON moved thatthe House adjourn, , 

Mr. VANDERPOEL called for the yoas and nays, which 
wore ordered, and were yeas £0, nays 105. 

The House again went into committee at 10 o'clock, P, M, 


F concluded his remarks. 
SMAN then took the floor, and addressed the 
Tiouse at some length in support of the ame: niment, and 

The question was then takei thereon and disagreed to, eyes 
40, noes 52. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. INGERSOLL moved that the committee rise. end the 
vote bemg ayes 7. noca 101, no quorum í 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said thers was douliless a quorum in 
the hail, frows the preceding vote, and he Roped the commi 
would, eneral conse ee io report the bill to the Ii 
He had ndments to ofer and any reducions o 
appropriati might bo made in the House. 

The CHAIR then directed the House to be counted, and 
ove hundred and twenty-five members (a quorum) were found 
io be within the halt, i : 

Mr. BYNUM moved thai the committee tise, and the vote 
being—ayes 10, noes 105, stil no quorum. 

A £ he would assert that the s n who 
that the co ttee rice, and i ed upou 
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The copu 
sumed the € 


KER having re- 
repote tho 


ieee then ro 


E 
P 
a 


m 


tvoniei 


Mair la 
be better, he thou 
hour, bui to adjourn. [Ht was 
Mr. PARKS. Would the g 
observaticn? He would 
knowle 
motie 


owa 


in ihat 


beep gone through, and 


idi 


vigion, 
ar ja rendering exquaey 


Mi PARKS moved the execution of the Bist Tule ‘of the 
Mouse, which ordera, at this stage, the ‘absent. members “for 
whom no. excuse, or insufficient excusés are- made, may, : by 
order of those present, if fifteen innwmber, be taken into cus- 
rody, wherever to be found, by special messengers to bejap- 
‘pointed jor that purpose.” 

Mr. UNDERWOOD suggested that if that rule sheuld ‘be 
enforced, a great deal of time must necessarily be wasted in 
waking up the members, and bringing them to the House; and 
though: he was-as anxious to expedite the public business as 
any. one; he really thought nothing would be gained by enfore- 
in ahis rule. He, therefore, moved an adjournment: lost; ayes 


es 61. 

The motion of Mr. PARKS to enforce the rule was then 
agreed to without a division. $ 

The SPEAKER then directed the Sergeant-at-arms to pro- 
‘eeed to the execution of the duty above, and to employ as many 
aagistants as might be necessary. f 

Mr, WISS moved to dispense with the further proceedings 
in the call; lost. 

Mr. McKAY said, understanding that there was a quorum 
within the hall, 124 members having answered to their names, 
he moved to reconsider the vote by which the Sergeant-at-arms 
had been directed to exeecute the order. 

Mr, LEWIS hoped the motion would not prevail; for those 
who could come there ought to be compelled to come, when 
others were willing to stay to transact the ublic. business. 

The motion fo reconsider was disagreed to. [It was then 2 
o'clock, A. M.] 

After waiting for some time— 

Mr. GIDEON LEE moved to dispense with the furnher pro- 
ceedings ofthecall, and the yeas and nays having been ordered, 

he ee waa so taken. and decided in the negative; yeas 29, 
nays 88. 

On calling over the roll this time, notwithstanding that 123 (one 
gemleman having been excused from indisposition) members 
Were recorded as being presest, and the dvors being locked—- 

Mr. CAMBRELRNG said there were à number of gentlemen 
who had answered on the first call, but who had left be‘ore the 
doors were closed, and he therefore moved that the roll be again 
called io see who were the absentees, as those gentlemen had not 
been since gent for under the Sist rule. 

(It was then a quarter to 3 o’clock.] ` 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana protested against being detain: 
ed in that House asa prisoner; and also insisted thatthe motion 
of the gentleman from New York was out of order, since it 
would be making a second call pending the first,andone cal could 
not be made to ride over another, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG insisted that the call was indispensable 
forthe reasons before stated; and made some further remarks 
on the propriety and necessity of the call, 

Messrs. UNDERWOOD, WISE, VANDERPOEL, WIHT- 
VLESEY of Ohio, and PARKS, made some remarks on the 
subject generally, which may be given hereafter. 

Mr. WISE moved to dispense with the further proeeedings 
in the call, which was disagreed to, as was also a mot ion to ad. 
journ, . 

Pending the foregoing proceedings, (from half past three to 
quarter past fou lock,) several gentlemen came in, and 
wore excused on paying their fees. 

Mr. WANNEGAN then renewed the motion indicated above 
by Mr. CAMBRELENG ; but after some remarks from Messrs. 
GARLAND of Lonisiana, HAYNES, and MANNEGAN, the 
motion Was superseded by another of 

Me. PATTON, to suspend all further proceedings in the call, 
which, after a few remarks from Messrs. McKAY, GRANGER, 
and ELMORE, was itelt superseded by the motion of 

Mi. EVAN, who movailan adjournment, which was lost; 
andthe question recurring upou Mr, PATTON?’S motion, after 
several suggestions by Messrs, BRIGGS, LANE, and TIO. 


MAS A 

ME TAYLOR demandad the previous question, but subso- 
quently withdrew it. 

Mr. ADAMS moved that the fines be remitted: lost. 

A number of suggesdons and some desultory conversation 
ensued, which occupied another hour; and at length, at about 
half past five o'clock, the further proceedings were dispensed 
with, and the House again weot inte committee, and resumed 
the consideration of the civil and diplomatic bill, 

Mr, CAVE JOUNSON submitted an amendment proposing 
an increase of the salaries of the clerks in the differeat Depart- 
ments, of from Pto 20 per cent, 

Mr. CONNOR submiitedan amendment to the amendment, 
proposing an incr of clerks in the Post Office Deparunent 
and Auditors off Lost, ayes 30, noes 96. 

The amendment of Mr. JOLNSON was alsa greed to. 

Mr LLOWAR from the Committee on Foreign Attairs, 
moved appropriations for salaries and outfits of Ministers to 
Prussia and Russia, and also for a plenipotentiary, when neces- 
gary, to Mexico. 

hr. EVANS moved another tor surveying the North Bast 
boundary dine, establishing monuments thereon, &e. 

Bath amendments were severally agreed to. 

Mr INGUAM submited a proviso, that celiectara of cus 
toms should receive certain tees in cases where their annual 
salaries didnot exceed-#1,000: lost. 

Mr. JARVIS moved an iem of $5,000 for four historical 
paintings for the panels in the rotundo of the Capitol, which 
was agreed to, 

Several other amendments were introduced pro Jerma, to be 
renewed in the House, by Messrs. PHILLIPS, JOHNSON of 
virginia, PATTON, UNDERWOOD, and CONNOR, when, 

Oa motion of Me. CAMBRELENG, the committee rose, and 
reported the “harbor bill,” and the above bill, to the House, as 
amended, 

Je being now six o'clock in the morning, - 

Mr, CAVE JOHNSON moved that when the House adjourn 
this day, it adjourn to meet at twelve-v’clock. : ` 
stion being made, Mr. J. moved a suspension of the 
rale; lost. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, 

The Tous then adjourned, having been in session about 
twenly hou A : 

[The proceedings throughout were marked with the usual 
eourtesy of the body, and the best feelings generally prevailed 
among the members. J 


X IN SENATE, 
k 'Frespay, February 28, 1837. 
The CHAIR communicated a letter from the President elect, 
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informing the Senate that hë will be ready to take the oath on 
Saturday, the 4th of. March instant, at 12 o’elock. x 

Mr. GRUNDY offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That there be appointed a committee of the Se- 
nate to make the neeessary arrangements for the reception and 
inauguration of the President elect, on the dth of Mareh, and 
toapprise him ofthe same. > 

Mr. CLAY wished to learn from the Senator from Tennesee 
by what right,or rather, what had given rise to the practice 
of the Senale only, regulating the. ceremonial in regard to the 
President elect, tothe exclusion ofany participation on the part 
of the House? : 

Mr. C related the fact, that whilst he was the presiding officer 
of the House of Representatives, a difficulty occurred petween 
himself and a committee of the Senate, in respect to the House, 
in which they desired to perform the ceremony of swearing in 
Mr, Monroe as President of the United States. The Senate had 
adopted aresolution similar to the preseat, and had applied for 
the use of the Lall, which Mr. C. granted, but the committee 
having insisted on bringing in their réd morrocco chairs, and 
thus, in appearance, doing away with the character ofthe body, 
he (Mr. ©.) objected to their introduction, and the committee, 
in consequense retired somewhat huffed, and the ceremony 
took’ place inthe open air. Mr. C.. mentioned this circum- 
stance, to show the unpleasantness which might arise from not 
having a proper understanding on the subject. 

Mr. GRUNDY had not examined into the matter with a 
view of aacertaiuing whence the authority was derived to 
meet and perform the ceremony in the Hou: Rut he had ex- 
amined the precedents, and found them to be instrictaccurdar 
with the order now made. Ile had found three cases to ju 
the course now proposed. If, however, the committee ¢ 
not get the House, why they would have to go out of door: 

Mr. CLAY said (hat it was not his purpose to make any for- 
mal or serious objection to the resolution. To be sure, the 
fact of the House not being in session on the day when the in- 
auguration was to take place w ited to some weight. He 
was inclined to think it would be found tha! in the time of 
General Washington, and after that, the usage was not ag at 
present. 

The resolution was then considered and adepted. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the Chair was requested to ap- 
point the committee, to consist of i 


y 
ould 


The CHAIR then appointed the wing gentlemen as the 
committee: Messrs, GRUNDY. TALMADGE, and PARKER, 

Mr. CLAY presented a number of potinons from citizens of 
Kentucky, principally slaveholders, setting forth their appro- 
bation of the Colonization Society, and the objects it has in 
view, declaring that itis by a large majority of the 
people of Kentucky wit at satisfaction; and the petitionars 
call upon Congress to extend their encouragement and aig to 
further the patriotic aud laudable efforts o1 the society. 
petitions wore then ked on the table. . 

Mr. CLAY presented a memorial from certain hair-cloth 
manufacturers of the city of New York, protosilag against any 
legislation by Congress, which shail interfere witht the compro- 
mise act; which waslaid on the table, and o d to be printed. 

Mr, RIVES, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported 
the bill making appropriations fer the naval service, with 
amendments. i 

The bill for the relief of George Frazer and others was taken 
upas in Committee of the Whole, considered, read twice, and 
ordered to be engrossed fer A third reading. , 
| Mr. WALL reported trom the Commitee on the Library a 
joint resolution, tor supplying the committees of the Senate 
With a great variety ‘ 
complete si 


Mr. PRE 


By Mr. SPENCE; 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War be directed te cow- 
muneate to the Senate the report of the officer charged with 
the survey of the Baste Shore railread. ~ 

By Mr. LINN: 

Resolved, Vhat the Secretary of War he requested to send 
to the Senate the report of the Engineer detailed to make surveys 
of the St. Francis, Black and White ivers, in the States of 
Arkansas and Missouri. ii 

The bili authorizing cortain surveys in Movida, and for other 
purposes, was taken up, as in Committe of the Whole, read a 
seeond time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading f 

The bill fron the House, making appropriations for ¢ rt 
harbors, and for the removal of obstructions iu various rivers 
&c, was also taken up, as in Committee of the Whole, read a 
first and second time, and referred. a 

Mr. WALL, in pursuance of notice given, introduced a “bill 
concerning pilots;? which was read a first and second (ime, and 
ordered to be engrossed fora third reading. K 

On motion of Mr, WRIGHT, the bill making appropriations 
for the fortifications of the United States, aken up. 


Mr. W. then moved to strike out the second section, adopted 
asan amendinent by the House, which provides for a distribu- 
rion of the eurplus, ifthere shouid be any, on the lst of January, 


1833. 3 

A long debate ensued on this moticn, in which Messrs. CAL- 
HOUN, CLAY, CRITTENDEN, PRESTON, and EWING 
of Ohio, spoke in favor of retaining the section, an} Messrs. 
WRIGHT, BUCHANAN RIVES, NILES, BROWN, BEN 


> BEN- 
s adeption. 


g take: 3 and nays, the section was 
olowing vote: 


fenton, f 


stricken o 


t by t 
YEAS—M 


AACSSTS. 


, Linn, Lyon, D 
Parker, Rives, Ruggles, Sevi 
Wail, and Wright—25. 

_NAYS—3iessrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Crittenden, Clayton, Da- 
vis, Ewing of Ohio, Hendricks, Kent, Knight, Moor | Pren 
Preston, Robbins, Southard, Spence, Swit, Tom.inson, W 
ster, and White—19. f A 

The Senate then tosk a recess. 

“EVENING SESSION. 

The bill for anticipating the indemnity accruing to citi 
of the United States under the French treaty ee laken up. 
and read a second time, and, va the question of its engrossment 
fora third reading, x i 

Mr. WALL asked for the yeasand nays; y 
ed, apd the bill was ordered to be engrossed— 


icholas, es, Norvell, P: 
ieor, Strange, Tallmadge, Walker, 


ich wereorder- 
as 20, nays 9. 
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"The Dill from the House making appropriations for: the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of the Government for 1887, was kén 
up, read twice, and referred. ao 

The bili fom the House making appropriations for the-sup- 
port ofthe military aeademy at West Point; : 

The bill, in addition to an act, making additional appropria 
tions for the suppression of Indian hostilities; and Ste: 

The bill to provide for.the continuation of certain roads, and 
for other purposes, were read twice and referred. 

The following bills were ordered to be engrossed for a third 
roading: 

The bill, from the House, making appropriations. for. light 
houses, buoys, beacons, &c. was taken up, as In committee of 
the whole, and after sundry amendtwents had been made thereto, 
it was ordered to be engrossed fora third reading. 3 

Phe act in addition to the act for the relief of sickand disabled 
seamen. i 

‘The bill to give greater security to the correspondence be- 
tweea the United States and foreign nations. ' 

The bill to provide for the adjustment and final disposition o 
the four reserved sections allotted to certain persons tor the cul. 
tivation of the vine and olive. 

"The bill for the relief ofthe heirs of Capt. Peter Craig, de- 
ceased. 

The bill for the relief of the citizens of Alexandria. 

The bill to establish. a collection district in the State of Mis- 
sissippi, anil for making New Castle and Wilmington, in the 
State of Delaware, ports of entry: 

The bill authorizing the President of the United States te run 
and mark the line between the State of Missouri and tke- Ter’ 
ritory of Wisconsin. . 

Phe bill for the relief of George Underwood. 

+ The bill for the relief of George U. Johnson. 

The bill for the relief of James Dutton. ; 

The joint resolution for the purchase of a certain number of 
copies of Gales and Seaion’s State Papers for the use of the 
Sonate. i 

The bill for the relief of certain persons therein named. 

The bill for the relief of David Gilmore. 

The bill for the relief of Michae! Thornton. 
mann bill for the relief-of the legal representatives of Henry 

afitt. 

The bill to authorize the transmission by mail, free of: post- 
age, certain documents, and for other purposes. . ° 

‘The act from the House making appropriations for thearmy, 
and for other purpoxes. ` 

‘An actto amend and explain an act for the better organiza- 
tion of the marine corps. ‘ 

The bill in addition to the act for the relief of Lucy Bard and 
Hannah Pougiass. 

‘The bill (or the retiefof P. Persico. 

‘The bill for the relief of Jean J. Vallet. 

The bill for the relief of John H. Mackintosh. 

The following bills wore read a third time and passed: 

‘An act to continue longer in force the act concerning United 
States insolvent debtors. 

‘Anactto extend the time for issuing scrip certificates on 
United States Military Land Warranis. i 

A joint resolution for the purchase of 500 of D. H. Burra 
maps. : 

An ‘act for the erection and repair of custom-houses. 

‘An act to revive and continue in force an act to provide for 
the widows and orphans of those who died of known wounds, . 

An act for the retief of John Cass. i 

An act for the more equitable administration of the : navy 
pension fund. í $ 

Ajomt resolution to, enable the Postmaster General to change 
the time for the commencement and letting of contracts, for the 
transportation of the mail. S 

A joint resolution authorizing the publication of certain in- 
structions of the Secretary of the Treasury to the commissioners 


of the land office, and of the public acts relating to the public 


lands. ” « 
A joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of the Treausury 
to receive payment from the Bank of the United States, 
acting under the charter of Pennsylvania, for the Government 
Lack. : 
A joint resolution authorizing the purchase of 20,000 copies 
of Macomb's Tactics. 
The bill to purchase the right to use the aparatus of Dr. 
Boyd Riley, for applying gas or vapor to the human body, in 
the army aad navy of the United States. 
The act in addition to an act for the relief of Walter Loomis 
and Abel Gay. 
The act for the relief of David Stone. - 
The act to provide for the transportation of the mail upon 
railroads, 
The bill confirming the claim of Michael Dragon: to certain 
reservations of land therein mentioned. 
The biit for the reliefof George Frazer and others. 
The bill for the relief of the captors of the privateer Lydia. 
The bill authorizing certain sucveys ir Florida, and for other 
yürp 
: The act to amend an act for the relief of Samuel Smith and 
Magee, Creek Indians; and alsoan aet for the relief of 
Susan Marlow. t 
The act forthe rehef of George J. Knight, 
An act for the relief ef Francis Allen, 
Whe act for the relief of Francis Cazon. 
"The act to Incorporate the Howard Ynstitntion in the city of 
hington. 
ie act concerning pilots. 
The act in addition to an act for the reliefof sick and disabled 
seamen. F 
The act for the adjustment of titles, and the final adjustment 
of the four reserved sections granted to certain persons for the 
cultivation of the vine and olive. 
The act for the relief of the heirs and Jegal representatives of 
Capt. Peter Craig of Arkansas, deceased. 
The bill making appropriations for light-houses, buoys, bea. 
al. 
niita estat 


ich a collection district in Mississippi, and 


of the citizens of Alexandria. 

f George C. Jobnson. 

i ity accruing to citizens 
h convention of July, 


The bil 
of the Ur 
1831-2. 

An act granting a pension to Winiam Wood. 

An act to rebuilt the Ge Post Office, in the city of 
Washington, and for other purposes ; tg a 


S. 


RR A OT AO: DEPOA E AE TS TRIS SE eS 
An-act for the relief of James Dutton. f 
An act for the relief of the widow of Samuel Gibbs. > 
‘An act for the relief of certain persons therein named. 
An act for the relief of Michael Thompson. 

Àn act forthe relief of James Witherali. : 


-An act authorizing the President of the United States. to run” 


and mark the line to the north dividing the State of Missouri 
from the: Territory of Wisconsin.” 

Tne act for the relief of Henry Moffitt. 

The act for the relief of David Gumore. : 

-The bill, in addition to the act, for the relief of Lucy Bond 
and Hannah Douglas. 

The dill for the relief of Jean É. Vallet. 

The bill authorizing the transmission by mail free.of postage 
ofcertain documents, and for other purposes. 

The billto amend and explain an act for the’ better organiza- 
tion of the marine corps. 

The act authorizing the necessary examination and surveys 
for the purpose of making a southern rendezvous near Florida. 

The bill for the relief of Joha H. Mackintosh. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of John Jordon, deceased. 

The bill for the relief of Samuel White. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF RERESENTATIVES, . 
Tvrspay, February 23, 1837. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the following Execu- 
tive communications: 

_ 1. Aletter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a 
list of the names of the Clerks. employed in the Auditors Office 
ofthe Treasury, for the Post Office Department, for the year 
1836; which was accidently omitted in the statement prepared 
by the Register of the. Treasury, in a former communication 
laid before the. House; which, ou motion of Mr. SUTHER- 
LAND, was ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

2. Also, a letter from the Secretary of the 'Freasury, trans- 
mitting abstracts of the oficial emoluments and expenditures 
for the year 1836, of the officers of the customs; which, on 
motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Obio, was sinvilarly dis- 
posed of. 

Mr WHITTLESEY of Ohio made an ineffectual effort to 
induce the House to take np sunury bills from the Senate on 
their first and second reading, and reference. 

A RELATIONS WITH MEXICO. 

The report and resolutions on the subject of our relations with 
Mexico, reported from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, was, 
on motion of Mr. THOMAS, postponed nntil to-morrow. 

The resolution of Mr. HARD, proposing to print 5,000 copies 
ofthe Geological Survey of the United Siates, was also, on mo- 
tion of Mr. THOMAS, postponed till to-morrow. 

BANK OF THE UNITED STATES 

The joint resolution reportedby Mr. GALBRAITH, from the 
select committee on the subject of the conduct of the Bank of 
the United States at Philadelphia reissuing the notes of the old 
institution; was, on motion of Mr. THOMAS, postponed until 
Thursday next. p 

A motion made by Mr. GALBRAITH at a subsequent stage 
of the proceedings, to print 5,000 extra copies of the report ac- 
companying the above resolution, was entered, and ordered to 
lie over one day for consideration. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on the IJndiciary, ro- 
ported Senate bill, without amerfdment, for the reliof of Robert- 
son Garrow, and another; which was committed to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the State of the Union. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the same committee, reported a bill for 
the relief of Thomas M’Clellanand James Smith: read twice 
and committed, 

: TOBACCO, 


_On motion of Mr. JENIFER, the House took up and con- 
sidered the following resolution, reported by Mr. J. seme days 
aizice from the select committee, on the subject of the memorial 
of eertain tobacco planters of Maryland and Virginia: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, ‘That the Pr 
dent be requested to instruct the ministers and other represe 
tives of this country in France, England. Russia, Prussia, Uo! 
land,’and Germany, to negotiate with the respective Govern. 
ments to which they are accredited, for a mouification of the 
duties and restrictions upon tobacco imported from the United 
States; and that he be also requested to appoint special agents 
to negotiate in like manner with the Governments of those 
eountries into which tobacco is imported under similar restric- 
ae have no accredited representatives from the United 

tates, 

Mr. EVERETT thought this resolution had come too sud- 
denly upon the House to be adopted without more considera- 
ton: He certainly did not feel himself then prepared to vote 
for it, Š 

The resolution was concurred in, without a division. 

Mr. SMITH moyed to discharge the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union from the further consideration of the 
‘bill directing the Secretary of War to report, annually, cer- 
tain. information relating to works.of internal improvement.” 
Mr. 8. remarked, that he presumed there would be no ovjec- 
tion. 

Mr. CONNOR objected, and the motion was not pressed. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
reported a bill for the relief of Cornelius Manning : read twice 
and committed. ` a 

Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported 
-Senate bill fər the relief of Charles D. Hunter, witha recom- 
mendation that it do not pass: committed. 

Mr. SCHENCK, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
teported a bill for the relief of Daniel Robb: read twice and 
committed. 

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE, from the select committee to which 
was referred so much of the President’s message as relates te 
amending the Constitution of the United States, together with 
all. propasitions and resolutions submitied at the last and pro- 
sent. session of Congress, proposing amendments to the Con- 
stitution, made a report, accompanied hy the following resolu- 
tisn: 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to propose any of the afore- 
said-amendments to the Legislatures, or tó conventions, of the 
several States. 

Which, on Mr. D’s motion, was ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. JENIFER, the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions was-discharged from the further consideration gf the pe- 
titions Of Jehn F. Wiley, Thomas McMarromy, John Steers, 
Elam Higbee, David Hodge, Charles Larrabee, Brevet Major 


‘United States Army, Jacob M. Follansbee, Richard Gorvell, 


Nei! Shannon, Abraham Stafford, David Hodge, Elijah Blod 
gët, James Corbin, William Hanceck, Jonathan: Been, John 
Morrell: and the same were ordered to Hie on the table. 

Mr. CRANE, from. the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions, made unfavorable reports on the petitions of Samuel 
Bisby, heirs of James Craig, deceased, and the heirs of Colonel 
William Hasslett, deceased; which reports were severally or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Committee of Claims, 
made unfavorable reports on the petition of John Kelly, for 
certain services rendered the United\States; and the petition of 
Lewis Marchand; which reports were ordered to Hie on the 
table. ‘ 

Mr. SCHENCK, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
made unfavorable reporis en the petitions of David Shoema- 
ker, Benjamin Southard, McDowell Jackson, Ephraim Thabers, 
and John Taylor, severally praying pensions; which reports 
were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. MCKEON, from the select committee, to which was re 
ferred the resolution of the House of the 23d June, 1836, to 
contract with American artists fer the execution of four 
paintings for the rotundo, made a report thereon; which was 
ordered to lie on the table, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved that the House proceed to the 
orders of the day, for the parpose of proceeding with the cow- 
sideration of the appropriation pills. 

Mr. RENCHER obdjecting--- , 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved a suspensionof the rule. 

Mr. RENCHER called for a division of the House. 

‘the motion to suspend was agreed to—ayes 10], noes not 


counted., 
HARBOR BILL. 

The House then took up the bill to provide før certain har- 
bors, and theremovat of obstructions in and at the mouth of 
certain rivers, and for other purposes, for the year 1837. 

The amendments of the Connittee of the Whole were all 
severally concurred in, excepting the appropriation for the irn- 
provement of Cumberland river. ; À g 

The amendment for the improvement of Cumberland river 
being taken up, was, aitera few remarks by Messrs. CAM- 
BRILENG and WI AMS of Kentucky, also agreed to. 

Mr, PARR ER ther Bowed his amendment for the improve- 
ment of New Brunswick harbor; which was disagreed to. 

My. CRANE moved an amendment for the improvement of 
the Miami of Lake Brie, wnen 

Mr. SUTHERLAND meved the previous question, which 
wasseconded by the Louse; ayes 72, noes 51; and the main ques- 
tion being- ordered, 

Mr. CARTER called for the yeas and nays on the engross- 
ment of the bill, which were ordered, and were yeas 108, nays 
4l 


So the bill being ordered to ke ongrossed, was read a third 
timeand passed, s 
GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILI.-- . 

‘She House then took up the bill reaking appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatie expenses of the Government tor the 
year 1837, A . ee 
` The amendment providing ouuits and salaries for Ministers 
vo Russia and Austria, beiug taken up separately. j: 

Mr. MERCER inquired of the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways aid Means if the President had: recommended a mission 
to Austria—that to Prussia he (Mr. M.) had no objection to. 

Mr. HOWARD (chairman of the Commitiee on Foreign Af 
fairs) said that he could answer the question probably better 
than the chairman of ine Committee of Ways and Means, and 
would do so, The proposition emanated from the Committee 
on Foreign A s, and was adopted by them, to aid, as far as 
they couid, the views of a select committee of the House, who 
had made a report as to the best mode of increasing the con- 
sumpiion of tobacco in foreign countries, and particularly Ger- 
many. Jle believed thatthe geneman trom Virginia repre- 
sented in part a tobacco interest, or at jeast he must feel anxious 
for its prosperity. After the Commi Y 2 ad 
decided on the propriety of : 

i at the Department of Ri: re existed auy reasons 
d vot be carried out; and was informed 
that, on the contrary, our Goverment was, at the preseat time, 
engaged in the discussion of a detieate question with boih Aus- 
and Prussia, arising eut of treaties which we had with 
those Powers. What this question was, itis not naw necessary 
tostate, Mr. H’senly object was to sey, that aithough the pro- 
posed measure met with the concurrence of the Executive, he 
(Mr, H.) wisbed the responsibility of itto rest upon the com- 
mittee on Foreian Affairs. ` 


why the } 


TERA 
Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina then moved to amend 
the amendment, by providing for the outfit and salary of a di- 
plomatic agent, fo be sent to the independent Republic of Texas. 
Mr. GRIFFIN called for the yeas and nays on this amend- 
ment; which were ordered 
Mr, CUSHING said thi 
a putshe! 
the right of 
ed that the time oi 


question lay within the compass of 
c question. He admitted and asserted 
jon, on our part, in ail eases; but he insist- 
covnition was a question of disereuon, to 
be exercised ac ing to our own convictions of our own inte- 
rest. Inthe present case, in Mr. Cs judgment, that ame had 
not arrived, and therefore he should vote against the amend- 
mA ADAMS objected to the proposition of the gentleman 
from South Carcina, the further reason that the President 
had not recommended the recognition of the independence of 
Texas to Congress, and M as rot disposed to set the ex- 
sponsibility from the hands of the Ex- 


PICKE ees 

‘the lasi kentieman suggasted the following modification: _ 

“ Whenever the President of the United States may receive 
satisfactory evidence that Texas is an independent power, and 
shall deem it expedient to appoint such minister.” 

Mr. THOMPSON accepted this as a modification. 

‘After some remarks by Mr. WHITH of Keaiuc 
Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked, that the ph 
amendment involved an incongruity, as It was 
jmasmuch as the first branch set forth that “Ye Was an 
independent republic,” and the second left the “evidence” of 
that facto the “satisfaction” of the President; and Hmiting his 

sending the agent to that faci. 


modified, 


Mr. MERCER movedto strike out the words. “she: indepen- 
‘dent repnblie of,- E PEL PES Sad aa 

The CHAIR rated the mation to be-out of order. =s : 
. Mr. THOMPSON ‘would compromise the difference; between 
gentlemen, and modify the amendment by striking out the word 
“independent.”’ $ raae : 

After some conversation between Messrs, HOAR, THOMP-.: 
SON, and CAMBRELENG, the question was takên op the 
amendment of Mr. THOMPSON. as: modified, and decided In 
the affirmative—yeas 121, nays 76. ° : 

Se theamendment to ihe amendment of the Committee. of 
the Whole was agreed to. he 3 

The amendment of the Committee of the Whole, as amend- 
ed, was concurred in, and the whole appropriation was in- 
creased to meet the Charge involved in the amendment. 

The next amendment taken up, was an item. appropriating, 
in the aggregate, the sum of $14,000, to defray the: expénses of 
surveying the southwest boundary line of the United States. 

Mr. HARDIN opposed it, on the ground that the treaty un- 
der which this boundary line was. to be run, had become a dead 
letter, in consequence of the independence of Texas. It would 
be impracticable now to carry out its provisions on that 
account. He moved to strike out that part of the amendment in 
relation to running the line, untila treaty had been made with 


‘exas. 

Mr. HOWARD briefly replied, explaining the provisions of 
the treaty, and urging the necessity for the items proposed, 

Mr. HARDIN’'S motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. McKAY moveda proviso to the clause, that the com- 
missioners should be appointed by the President, by and with 
the advice and consent ofthe Senate. Agreed to, ~~ 

The original amendment, as amended, was concurred in. 

The amendment moved in Committee of the Whole. by Mr. 
STORER, for a medal to Morgan Neville, was agreed to; and 
the amendment moved therein by Mr. JARVIS, for filling. the 
four panels in the rotundo of the Capitol with historical paint. 
ings, was concurred in. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia, also -renewed his amendment 
setting apart 400,000 acres of the unsold public lands to satisfy ` 
certain military boundary land warranis issued by the Stateof 
Virginia, and made an urgent appeat to the House to agree to it, 
ama gave a condensed statement of the justice of the claims; 
when, 

Mr. CHAPIN moved the previous question. ¢ 

Mr. STORER inquired it the effect of the previous question 
would cut eff all his amendments. 

The CHAIR replied that it would cut off all amendments ex: 
cept those which had been engrafied on the bil by the House. 

The demand for the previous question was seconded by the 
House, ayes 60, noes 65, - 

i The question recurring upon ordering the main question to 

c put-—- 

Mr. VINTON inquired of the Chuir the efeet of this motioa 
being decided in the negative. : f 

The CHAIR replied, that ifthe Louse refused to order thé 
main question to be put, it would put the subject from before 
the House for this day. : 

Mr, STORER and Mr. HAWES severally asked for. teh 
yeas and nays, but the House refused to order them, and. the 
question was carried without a division; aad the: bill was then 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading this day, 

ROAD BILLS, i ey 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the. House then resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
Mr. PHILLIPS in the chair, and took nythe “bill to provide 
for continuing the construction, and for the repair, of certain 


roads, and for other purposes, during the year 1837,” 
The bill having been read, s 
Mr. CORWIN preposed a substitute, which was agreed to, 
Mr. CRARY submitted an additional section to the bill provid. 

ing, that there be paid to the proper authorities of the State of 

Michigan the sum of5 per cent out of the nett proceeds uf the 

sales of the public lands in said States, frora the first ot Novem 

y, 1625, to the first of July 1836, to be appropriated by ihe 

Pizisiature of said State for completing such roads as the Legis- 
lature may direct, and as may have been heretofore improved 

hy the United States. À 
After some remarks from Messrs. CRARY and VINTON, 

the proposhion was rejected. 

Mr. CRANE proposed further toamand the bill, by comrait- 
ting the charge and superintendence of so much of the road as 
passes through Ohio to the Board of Works of that State, 

After some remarks by Messrs. CRANE and LANE, the 
proposition was rejected. 

Mr. KENNON moved to insert a clause authorizing the Se- 
cretary of War to cause a bridge to be built across the Ohio, at 
Wheeling, forming a junction with the Cumberland voad on 
both sides of the river, appropriating $150,000 for that object. 

Mr. HARDIN raised the point oforder, that this amendment 
was substantially the same as a separate bill providing for the 
erection ofa bridge at the same point, and therefore that the 
gentleman from Ohio could not move it. . 

The CHAIR decidedthe amendment to be in order, on the 
ground that it was not identical, in all its provisions, with the 
bill referred to. 

After some remarks from Messrs. KENNON, HARDEN, 
MERCER and DENNY, the hour of three having arrived, the 
committee rose, and “he Jouse took a receaa Ull half past 4 
o'clock., 


[EVENING SESSION. ] 

The House, pursuant tè order, resumed its session at half 
past4 o’clock, P. M. 

The “bill making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of Government, for the year 1837,” being on its third 
YEA 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to recommit the-biltl to the 
Commnitiee of the Whole, with instructions to swike out the 
proviso at the end of the biH ernpowering the collectors of cus- 
toms, in certain cases, to appropriate the surplus fees among 
theirs Clerks, - 

Mr. AH. SHEPHERD adverted to somealleged inconsistencies 
in the items for contingent expenditures in some of the departe 
ments. 

Mr- HAY NES said there wasa time when voting was more 
necessary than speaking, and believing that time had arrived, 
he must demand the previous question. 

The House seconded the demand—yeas 82, nays 49, and 

emain question being ordered, was put, and carried without 

-division. FA 

So the bill was passed, 


214 


Mr. CUSHING moved to reconsider the vole, by which the 
modon made at an eariy hour that: morning, to excuse the 
absentees from the House: uncondronally. was- disagreed toj- 
which was.entered. cee . 
popo pini CUMBERLAND ROAD. 
The House then again weat-into Cominittes of the Whole, 


fund of the States through which it passes: agreed to. 


eI 


Mr. GRAV. 
tion of $220,090 for the purchase of the Louisville and Port 
land canal, and addreszed the Ifouge at some length in support 
of the amendment; when it was disagreed to. 

Mr. MARTIN moved an amendment providing that the two 

ercent. fund out ofthe process of the sales of the public 
Jands in Alabama, shal] be hereaficr expended under the di 
rection.of the Legislature of said State. 

After some remarks by Messre. MARTIN and CHAPMAN 
in its support, the amendment was disagreed to. 

The bill wag then laid avid to be reported to the House. 

WEST POINT ACADEMY. | 

The commitee next took up the “bill making appropria- 

tions for the supporé of the West Polut Academy, for the year 


1837,” 


3 moved an amendment, making an apprepria- 


Ater some re sa by Messrs? INGERSOLL, CAMBREL- 
ENG, HAWES. and DUNLAP, the amendment was agreed to. 

Mi. McKAY mnoved to sirike out the appropriation of 880,000 
for a building for exercises: agreed to, 

Mp GRANGE moved a reconsideration of the abeve vote. 


ayes 3, Noes 
ofthe avm q veny 
jaw WUNLAP moved an amendment; providing that the 
building should not cost more than the sum appropriated in this 
bil in addition to for 
A fier seme rema; 
BAMBR, and INGE 
Was disagreed ca, 
Afier some remarks by Messra, GUOLSON, RUNTSMAN, 
and @, CEN, the yuession way taken on the motion to strike 
out, made by Mr. SICKAY, and the motion was Cisagreed to-— 
ayes 58, noes 73. 
Mr. BOND moved to strike out the approp 
fort seton of publie stables at West Pain 
Me. MeKAY moved to str:k 
duce m fog fuel, &e, to $8000; agreed to. 

Mr. PATTON moved an amendment appropriating $1000 
for porehaing law books for the library of Congress. 
Mr. DUNLAP moved 
from tha clause for the ere 

Mr, MeKAY moved tag 
visiters to Weal Poir 
wos ihe taida 


2; and the question again being on the adoption 


er Ap Proprraons. . 
by Messa. VANDERPOEL, HAWES, 
SOLL, the amendment of Mr, DUNLAP 


agreer 
out the word “forage” and ye- 


OSL 
y sirike ont the worda “as per plan,’ 
ion ofa building for exerci es. Lost. 


wnal 


motion to AMET 

Qa motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the committee rose 
andreporisd the above three bills to the House. 

The SPEAKER having resumed the Chair, the House took 
up the bil to provide forthe condnuaticn of the Cumberland 
road, A 

The amendments of the Commitee of the Whole were then 
concurred in; when : 


Mr. WEBSTER renewed his amendment, proposed in the 
Committee of the Whole, in relation lo the location.of the 
road from Springfield, Ohio, to Richmond, Indians. 

After some remarks by Mr. WEBSTER, 


Mr. HANNEGAN moved the previous question, which was 
seconded by the {fouse—~ayes 74, noes 51, and the main ques- 
tion being ordered, the bill wag ordered to be engrossed, and 
read-a third time to-day, 

The question being on the passage of the bill, 

Mr. BOND of Ohio. said his attention had been called to the 
journal of the House in relation to the bill for the continuation 
ef the Cumberland road, passed at the last session. He said 
his name their appeared recorded in the negative, but he had 
pot xo voted, 

Mr. B. suid he did not attach any blame tothe Clerk, as the 
error was po doubt accidental, bur he felt himself bound to 
notice the mistake, and thia he thought the appropriate mo. 
ment to do it. 

Having done so, Mc. B. expressed the hope that the Louse 
would now indulge him with the yeas and nays on the present 
bill; and they were ordered accordingly, and were—yeas 89, 
nays 69. 

So the bill was read a third time and passed. 3 
ne Honse then took up the biil for the suppression of In- 
n hostilities; which being ordered to be engrossed, was read 

d time and passed. 

e ilouse then took up the bill making appropriation for 

the support of the West Point Academy. 

Th: amendments ofthe committee being concurred fn, 

Myr. DUNLAP renewed his amendment, providing that the 
building for exercises should not exceed the sum appropriated 
inthe bil, in addition to former appropriations. : 


di 
R 


` conded; and the main question heing ordered, 


1 
4 
Y to. 
4 
3 
L 
vike out the item forthe expenses 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


After-gorme remarks by Messrs. DUNLAP and INGER- 


SOLL; a : 5 
Mr. CHAPIN moved the previous question, which wae ss: 
the bili was read 

a third time. ` g 

Mr. YELL called for the yeas and nays on its passage, 
wbich were not ordered, and tke bill was passed without a 

ivision. . . 

The bill to provide a more uniform rule of computing the 
r.ileage and per diem compensation of members of Congress, 
being taken up on its third reading, 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana moved to lay iton the table. 

Mr. RENCHER calied for the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, : $ 

Mr. VINTON then moved that the House adjourn. 

Me REED called for the yeas andnays; which were ordered, 
and wete, yeas 55, nays 60. 

Be the House refused to adjourn. 

On motion of Mr. SLADE, 

The House then adjourned at haif past ten o'clock, P. M. 


IN SENATE, 
Wenoxuspay, March 1, 1897. aie 

The CHAIR laid veiore the Senate a communication from 
the Mayor aud City Council of Washington, in relation to pro- 
missary notes and hills, which the corporations of Washington 
and Georgetown are prohibited from issuing byan act of Con- 

ress. 
$ On motion of Mr. SOUTHARD, it was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. : i 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented a memorial, signed by 2,800 
Cherokee Indiaus, residing on both sides of the Mississippi, ¢ 6t- 
ting forh thar the treaty which was ratified fast session, Was 
made noder fraudulent circumstances; and without their as- 
gent Mr. S, moved that the memorial be laid on the tabie, and 
printed. 

On motion of Mr. TIPTO? 
the table. 

Mr. WRIGHT offered a resolution to rescind the rule pro- 
hibiting, beyond this day, the sending of bills from the body in 
which they originated, to the other House; which was agreed 
S, and a message was acvordingly sent to the House. F 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Commniluee gage Finance, to which 
had been referred the act of the Legistal 
ritory of Florida, incorporating the Matine Insurance Compa- 
ny, made an unfavorable report thereon. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee, to whom had been 
referred the act in addition to an act for the suppression ef 
Indian hostilities, reported the same with an amendment. 

The bill was then, ou motion of Mr. WRIGHT, taken up and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole, and the amendment 
agreed to; and it was chen read a third time and passed. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee, to whom wae re- 
ferred the bill making appropriations for the support of the 
Military Academy at West Point, reperied the same without 
amendment. - k 

The bill was taken up and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and it was read a third time and passed. 

The bill making appropriations for fortifications, was taken 
up as in Commitice ofthe Whole, and considered; and it was 
reada third time and passed. 

Tho resohuion yesierday reported by Mr. WALL, from the 
Committee on the Library, for supplying the committees of the 
Senate with sundry booka, was taken up fora second reading; 
and after a few remarks from Mesa.s. WALL, WALKER, 
JIUBRARD, and BENTON, it was, on motion ofthe 1a n 
laid upon the table—yeas 16, nays 12, 3 

The resolution to procure a certain number of copiesty oi 
Gales and Sexton's State Papers for Senators entitled to them, 
was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. WALL, from the Commitee on Military Affairs, report- 
eda bill, amendatory ofa bill toincraase the pay of brevet offi- 
cers of the army; which was read a first time, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

The resoiution lying on the table relative to recognising the 
independence of Texas was, on motion ef Mr. WALKER, 
taken up; anl a debate ensued, in which Messrs. WALKER, 
PRESTON, CALIOUN, CLAY, BUCHANAN, and NOR- 
VELL, participated. 

[Tbe Senate here took a recess. ] 


he motion to print was laid on 


EVENING SESSION, 

The debate was resumed on the question of acknowlesging 
the independence of Texas, by Messrs. PRESTON and BU: 
CHANAN. 

Mr. NORVELL moved to amend Mr. WALKERS resolu- 
tion by striking out of it ail after the word “Resolved,” and in- 
serting the foifowing: 

“That whenever information, satisfactory to the President of 
the United States, shall be received that Texas has in success- 
ful operation a civil Government, cupable of performing the 
duties and fulfilling the duties of an independent power, it will 
he expedient to acknowledge the independence of that Repub- 
ne? 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved tolay the resolution on the table. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, was cecided in 
the negative: i 

YKEAS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Clayton, Davis, Hub- 
bard, King of Alabama, Knight, Morris, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Page, Prentiss, Ruggles, Swiit, Tellmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, 
Wall, aud Wright—19 

NAYS-—Measrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, Cathoun, Cuthbert, 
Ewiug of Ilinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Linn, Moore, 
Mouton, Niles, Parker, Preston, Rives, Robinson, Sevier, 
Spence, Strange, Walker, and White—22. 
+The quession then recurred on the proposition te amend the 
resolution, and the motion was negatived by the following 
vote: 


Brown, Buchanan, Clayton, Davis, Hub- 
g orris, Norvell, Page. Prentiss, Ruggles, Swiit, 
Tallmadge, Tomlinson, Wall. and Wright—i6. 

NAYS—Mesers. Bayard, Benton. Black, Calhoun, Cuthbert, 
Ewing ef Hlinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, King of Alabama, 
Linn, Moore, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Parker, Preston, Rives, 
Robinson, Sevier, Spence, Strange, Tipton, Walker, and 
White—26. 

The question then recurring on the adoption of M. WAL. 
KERB resolution: 

Mr. WALKER asked for the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered, and she resolution wag adopted-—yeas 23, naya 19, 


FCouncil ofthe Ter- 


YEAS—Mesers,. Bayard, Bentoa, Black, Outhbe i 
of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Linn, Mone teas 
Niles, Parker, Preston. Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Spence, Strange, Walker, and White 23, i 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Ciayten, Davis, Hub- 
bard, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Knight, Morris, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Page, Prentiss, Swift, Tallmadge, Tiptong 
Tomlinson, Wal, and Wright—19, 

The foliowing biils were acted on, and. disposed of as follews: 

The bill making additional appropriations for the suppres. 
sion of Indian hostilities, was read a third time and passed. 

The amendmeut maxing an aopropriation for the relief of 
Alexandria, was agreed to by the following vote: 

»YEAS—Messrs, Bayard, Black, Bachanan, Clayton, Davis, 
Ewing of Ilinois, Fulton, Hendricks, Kent, King of Alabama, 
King of Georgia, Knight, Linn, Morre,. Nicholas, . Norvell 
Parker, Preston, Rives, Robbins, Sevier, Spence, Walker, an 
White—24, 

-- NAYS —Messrs, Benton, Brown, Hubbard, Lyon, Morris, 
Mouton, Niles, Page, Prentice, Ruggles, Strange, Swift, Tall. 
madge, Tipton, ‘Tomlinson, Wall, and Wright—17. 

Mr. RIVES, from the Committce on Naval Affairs, to which 
had been referred the bill from tke Hiouse, making appropria. 
tions for the naval service of the United States for the year 
1937, reported the same with various emendments, which wera 
concurred in, and it was read a third time and passed, and sent 
to the House for concurrence. 

Mr. DaVIs, from the Committee on Commerce, to which 
had been referred the bill from the House, making appropria- 
tions for the improvementand repair of certain harbors, rivers, 
&c. reported the same with seme amendments, which were 
agreed to. 

Mr. HENDRICKS moved to amend the bill by creating a 
port of delivery on the Upper Wabash river at the town:o 
Delphi, and appropriating tifty thousand dollars for improving 
the nevigation of the Wabash below that point. 

Afier some remarks from Messrs LUNN and MOGRE, Mr. 
HENDRICKS moditied his motion, by withdrawing ali that 
portion of it which relates to establishing a port of delivery, 
leaving the amendment of appropriating $60,000: for the im. 
provement of the Wabash river, 

Mr. MOORE offered an amendment to the amendment for 
an appropriation of $100,000 for the improvement of the Ten: 
nessee river below the Muscle shoals; which was rejected, and on . 
taking the question on Mr. HENDRICKS S amendment it was 
also rej ered. : 

Mr. SEVIER offered an amendment, making an appropria 
tion of $25,000 in addition tothe unexpended balance, for con: 
tinuing the work for the removal of the obstructions in the 
Arkansas river; which was agreed to. 

Mr. WALL moved to amend the bill by the insertion of an 
appropriation, in addition to what has been already appropriat- 
ed, of $50.963, for improving ihe harbor at New Brunswick, in 
the State of New Jersey; which wag rejected-—yeas 16, nays 16, 

Mr. WALKER offered an amendment, making on ap- 
propriation of five thousand dollars for improving (he harber. 
at the mouth of Pascagoula river, and one thousand dollars for 
a survey atthe mouth of Pearl river: lost. 

Mc. LYON moved to amend the bill. by striking out the sum 
of fifteen thousand dollars, and inserting thirty thousand dol- 
lars, for continuing the work already commenced at the month 
of the river St. Joseph: tost. 

Ail the amendmente having been concurred in ag in Commit: 
tee of the Whole, the bill was reported to the Senate. i 

Mr. WALL again offered the amendment which he had pro. 
posed in committee, in referetice to the harbor of New Brung- 
wick ; and it was agreed to—yeas 21, naya 14. Shas 

Mr. WALKER also renewed his motion to amend the bill in 
respect to introducing an appropriation therein for improving 
the harbor at the mouth of the Pascagoula river, &c. 

The amendment was rejected. , 

Mr. EWING of Ohio offored an amendment, making an apa 
propriatioa of twenty thousand dollars for improving the 
Maumee river below the rapids : lost. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved t lay the bill on tig tablo; lost. 

Mr. LYON moved an amendment making an appropriation 
for constructing a pier and breakwater at the mouth of 
river, in the Stare of Michigan; ich was rejected, 

Mr, PRESTON moved an adjournment, which was negar 
tiveđ, 

Alithe amendments to the bill having been concurred in, it 
wasordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

My. WRIGHT, fram the Committee on Finance, to which 
had been referred the bill from the House making appropria- 
tions for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government 
for the year 1837, reported the same with sundry amendments; 
which were read, and the till being subsequently taken up and 
considered as in Commiuse of the While, ihe amendments 
were mostly concurred in. 

Mr. WEBSTER then offered an amendment making an ape. 
propriation of $5000 for the purchase of law books for the Li- 
brary of Congress; which wasagreed to. — 

Mr. WALKER moved an amendment, increasing the galary | 
of the Recorder of the General Land Office, and of Charlee 
Gordon. emplaved in the same office; which was agieed to, 

Mr. WRIGHT moved to amend the bill, so as to provide 
fora Secretary of Legation 1o Texas: agreed to. 

Mr, PARKER moved an amendment of $30,000, for the 
purchase of the manuscripts of the iate Mr. Madison. . 

On which motion Mr. HUBBARD asked for the yeas and © 
nays; which were ordered, and the amendment was agreed to: 

YEAS—Mersrs. Bayard. Black, Brown, Buchanan, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Ewing of Ohio, Fulton, Hendricks, Kent, Linn, 
Lyon. Mouton, Norvell, Parker, Preston, Rives, Robinson, 
Southard, Tallmadge, Walker, Wall, Webster, White, end 
Wright—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, Davis, Hubbard, King of Alabama, 
g of Georgia, Moore, Nicholas, Niles, Prentiss, Ruggles, 
Swift, and Tipton—1 5 . 

Mr. BUCHANAN offered an amendment enabling the Presi- 
dent of the United States to contract for two groups of statues 

tobe placed on the blockings on the eastern portico.of the 
Capitol, and making an. appropriation for the same of $8,000: 
agreed to 

Mr. WALKER moved an amendment, praviding that a mik 
nister shall be sent to Texas so-soan as the President may re» 
ceive satisfactory evidence that that country is, independent;:: 
which was rejected—yeas 16, nays 21. 3 

Two or three other amendments were offered and rejecte 
when the. bill was finally ordered to be engrossed for a shira 
reading, ii 


Mr. DAVIS offered. the following resolution, which lies on 
the table one diy: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate have printed 
such of the reporis and drafis referred to ia the communication 
of Secretary of War of the 23d January last, as the Secretary 
of the Senate, on consultation with the Chief of the Topographi- 
çal Bureau, may deem proper to be printed, together. with 
such other reports on the same subject, as may be on the files 
af the two Houses, to be selected as aforesaid, ‘ 

Mr. EWING of Ohio offered the following resolution; which 
Hes on the table one day: 

Resolved, Tnat the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
publish, during the recess of Congress, monthly statements of 
jae amount of moneys received. tor customs and for public 


ds. 
The Senate adjourned at quarter before 11 o’clock,P. M. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wenpnespay, March 1, 1837. - 

On leare, Mr. CRAIG presented certain joint resolutions of 
the Legislature of Virginia, on the subj. ct of the franking 
privilege; which were ordered to lie on the table and be 

rinted. ` ‘ 

P The SPEAKER, on leave, laid before the House a report 
from the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives, on the progress made in printing certain docu- 
ments; which, on motion of Mr. CHAPIN, wasordered to lie on 
the table and be printed. 

The SPEAKER at the same time laid before the House a 
communication from the corporate authorities of the city of 
Washington, in compliance with. the provisions of the act of 
1834 on the subject, in relation to the issue of small notes; which 
was similarly disposed of. A 

The report and resolutions on the subject of our relations 
wnh Mexico, waa again, on motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, 


pogpoiied til to-morrow. , 

The resolution to print 5000 extra copies of Mr. Feather- 
stonhugh’s geological survey, was also posiponed till to-morrow; 
on motion of Mr. SUTHERLAND, z 

Mr. CHAPIN, from the Committee on Revolutionary Pen. 
sions, reported a bill for the relief af the legal representatives 
of Captain James Jarvis, deceased: read twice, and committed- 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Commites of 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of Robert 
Fulton: read twice, and commitied. 

Mr, HUNTSMAN, from the Commitee on Private Land 
Claims, moved that that committee be discharged from the 
further consideration of the bill from the Senate for the relief 
of Bartholomew Butcher, Peter Verome and another, and that 
the same be laid on the table; which was agreed to. 

Mr. BEAUMONT, from the Commitee on Revolutionary 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of ~— Van Tromp: read 
twice and committed. 

Qn motion of Mr. BOON, the Committee on the Public 
Lands was discharged from the further consideration of the se- 
veral subjects that had been committed to that committee and 
that they be laid om the table; which was agreed to. 

MILITARY ACADEMY. : 

Mr. SMITH, from the select commiticee on the subject of the 
Mi.itary Academy at West Point, made a report on the subject, 
aecompanied by a bill entitled “a bill for modi'ying the system 
of military instruction at West Point, and for other puarposes;” 
which, together with the report, was laid on the table, and er- 
dered to be printed. . 

The provistons of this bill are substantially as follows: 

Section 1 repeals all former acts authorizing the enlistment 
and appointment of Cadets; and from and after the 30th day of 
June next to disband and dismiss all Cadets now in the ser- 
vice. 

Section 2 rnakesg it the duty of the Secretary of War, under 
the direction of the President of the United States, to organize 
a military school of appiicailon and practice at West Point, tor 
the impiovement of the officers of the army of the United 
States in the application and practice for military purposes 
of the several branches of elementary and theoretic sciences 
jnvolvedin the art of war. Competent officers to be appointed 
as instructors doc. by the Secretary of War. 

Section 3 makes it the duty of the officers of the army to re- 
pair to West Point in rotation, under the direetion of the Se- 
cretary of War and the President, not exceeding at any ore 
time one-third of the company officers in service, to remain 
there notexceeding ons year m three successive years; duty of 
the President to erder such detachments of artillery and in- 
fantry to be stationed at West-Point, as may be deemed ubeful 
for the advancement of the practical iastruction aad illustra- 
tiona in ths art of war, not inconsistent with the welfare of the 
army. 

Section 4 fixes the compensation of superintendent at $2,500, 
and assistant instructors graduated according to rank. 

fection 6 makes it the duty of the Secretary of War to report 
to Congress annually ail proceedings under the provisions of 
this act, ac also the condition of the institution. 

Section 7 constitutes the superintendent and assistant and 
instructors, a board to examine publicly all applicants for ap- 
pointment to office inthearmy. All applicants found qualified in 
the several branches of elementary and theoretic knowledge. in- 
volved in the art of war, to enter upon ths course of application 
aud practice ef the same as taught at the scliool, and ehall be so 
reported and arranged according to proficiency to the Secretary 
of War, whoahall recommend, from time to time, the members 
for appointment. Said appointments not to interfere with the 
existing rules of the army for promotion. 

Section 8 provides that all vacancies in the corps of engineers 
shall be filled from officers who shall have passed through a 
course of instruction at said academy. 

Section 9 confers on the President the power to remove from 
office the instructor and assistant teachers; such removal, howe 
ever, not to deprive either of the rank held in the army. 

INDIAN DEPREDATIONS. . 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, from the Committea of Claims, to 
which waa referred so much of the message of the Presijent of 
the United States as relates to the impressment of property by 
‘he Tadiane, made a report, accompanied by the following reso- 

ution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ciaims be discharged from 
the further consideration of s0 much of the President’s message 
as relates to the taking of the property of individuals for public 
use, and the relief of sufferers by Indien depredations, or by 
the operation ofour own troops in Florida, Alabame, and Geor. 
gia, and that the same do le on the table. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. E. WIITTLESEY, from the same commiites, made an 
unfavorable report on the petidon of Philip Rykers; which Was 
ordered to Haon the table .- -7 

Mr. CUSHING, from the Committee on Foreign Afairs, 
madoa report on the memorial of W. C. Park, praying allow- 
ance of prize money due him as an officer of the frigate Alli- 
ance, on account of a prize alleged to have been given up by 
the United States to Denmark; which report was ordered to lie 
on the table. ` - 

Mr. CUSHING, from the eame committee, to which was re- 
ferred (by resolution of the House of December 26,) the memo 
rial of Robert Gilmore and others, owners and underwriters of 
the ship Aurora, of Baltinrore, made a report; which was or- 
dered to He on the table. 

On motion of Mr. BNALE, the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions were discharged from the further consideration of the pe- 
titions of William Keller and Isaac Webb; and the petitions 
ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. GEO. CHAMBERS, the Committee on 
Private Land Claims were discharged from the farther conside- 
ration of the petitions of James Caller, assignee of Isabella 


Troullett, and James Caller, assignee of Joseph Anderson; and 


the petitions ordered to iie on the table. 
NVESTIGATING COMMITTEE. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, from the select investigating 
committee, appointed under the order of the Sth of January 
last, made a report on the subject, accompanied by the follow- 
jug resolutions: 

1. Resolved, As the cpinion of this committee, that the seve- 
ral banks employed for the deposite of the public money, have 
notail, or any of them by joint, or several contract, employed 
an agent to resitle at the seat of Government, to transact their 
business with the Treasury Department. 

2. Resolved, As the opinion of this committee, that no agent 
for the transaction of business between the depusite banks and 
the Treasury Department, has been employed at the request, 
or through the procurement of said Department. 

3. Resolved, As the opinion of this committee, that the busi- 
ness of the deposite banks with the Treasury Department, is 
not conducted through any agent, but is transacted directly 
with the Secretary of the Treasury, or some officer of the De- 
partment. 

4. Resolved, Asthe opinion of this committee, that noagent, 
in any way connected with the public deposites, since the re- 
moval of said depasites from the Bank of the United States, has 
received any compensation from the Treasury Department. 

5: Resolved, Asthe opinion of this committee, that several 
of the deposites banks have employed au agent to reside at the 
seat of Government, for the purpose of receiving and transmit- 
ting information affecting the interests of said banks, both from 
the Treasury Department and other sources, and wansinuting 
public documenis. That agent is R, M. Whitney, who receives 
such salary frorn said banks, as they annually deem hisser- 


1 vices worth. 


The resolutions having been read, were, on Mr. GAR- 
LAND’S motion, ordered, with the report, to be laid on the 
table, and be printed, together with the journal of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. PEYTON, from the minority of the same committee 
maile a counter report, and moved that the same be committe 
to a Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, with 
instructions to said committee to report a “bill prohibiting in 
future, under sufficient penalties, the communication of secret 
intelligence, by the Secretary of the Treasury, for the benefit of 
the deposite banks er any other banks which concerns all the 
banks alike.” 

Mr. P. addressed the. Louse at some length in support of the 
views taken by the minority, and the course recommended by 
them inthe motionhehadsubmitted. Before he had cencluded, 
his remarks were arrested by 

Mr. BOON, on whose motion the House preceeded to the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. WHITTLES 
saspend the 16: 
eur, Which pro 


EY asked leave to submit a resolution fto 
rule of the two Flouses, if the Senate con- 
iat no bill shall be sent from one House 
to ihe other on ehh he last three days of the session, for 
this day—obiection being made, 

Mr. WHITTLESEY moved a suspension of the rule for thie 
purpose. À 

Mr. LEWIS called for the yeas and nays, whieh were not 
ordered, and tke motion to suspend was disagreed to—ayes 5% 
noes nat counted. 

Mr. PATTON moved a suepension of the rules for the pur- 
pose of taking up the Senate’s bill designating and limiting the 
funds receivable for the revenue of the United States; which 
was agreed to—ayes 116, noes 23. 

Thia biil had been reported back tothe House with the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

“find be it further enacted, That no pa his actshali be 
construed as repea'ing any existing law rel to the cotlection 
of the revenue from customs or public lands in the legal cur- 
rency, or es enbetituting bank notes of any description as a law- 
tm currency for coin, es provided in the Conaiitution of the 
United Siates; nor to deprive the Secretary of the Treasury of 
the power to direct the collectors or receivers of the pudlic re- 
venue, whether derived from duties, taxes, debis, or sales of 
the public lands, noi to receive in payment, for any gum due 
to the United States, the nores of any bank er banks which the 
said Secretary may have reason to believe unworthy of credit, 
or which he apprehends may be compelled to suspend specie 
payments.” . k 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said, that at any other period of the 
session than the present, he might have addressed some re- 
marks to the House on this subject, but he would now forbear. 
The Committee of Ways and Means, for the purpose of pre- 
venting a miscons ruction of the act, aed securing the publie 
revenue from serous frauds, had brought forward this amend- 
ment. k was, however, for the House to adopt or reject it as 
they thought propt; but he hoped those gentleman who were 
go solicitous about this bid. would grant him the privilege of 
recording his vote upon. the amendment, Mr. C. then cailed 
for the yeas and nays, which were ordered. f 

Mr. LAWRENCE said he would not occupy the attention of 
the House more than a moment. The amendment, he appre- 
hended. was new to most of the members upon this floor. He 
had examined itcarefully, and he believed that the effect of it, 
if it passed, would be to legalise powers that were claimed and 
exercised by the Secretary of the Treasury which were before, 
to say the least, very doubtful. ks effect would be to destroy 
the bill; to neutralize and to nullify every valuable provision in 
it. He stated this to the gentlemen of the west; for, if he uns 
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eRe 
ë or was ithe best 
billthat could have been presented and matured. He took this 
occasion to say, that he deemed the whole system of banking, 
the whole financial operations of the Government, s0 fèras the 
currency was concerned, as in a distracted condition, and such. 
as did not meet his concurrence. He believes it wasa system 
which, sooner or later, would inflict, must inflict, on the cono- 
uy a calamity which now was probably liue anticipated... He 
believed that the currency of this wide extended cauntry never 
could be properly reguiated without some great central con- 
trolling power over the State banks. But he would not now 
go further into the subject, because he knew thu the fime of 
the House was too valuable, at this period of the session, to be 
occupied by him. i 

Mr. MANN of New York said genilemen looked upon this 
billas a repeal of the Treasury order. This was not soz. ber 
cause at last it left the matter with the Secretary ofthe ‘Treasu- 
TY; and he ventured to say, if the bill was now passed, the spe- 
cie order would not be repealed. It did not require the Secre- 
tary. of the Treasury to receive the notes of specie paying 
banks for the public revenue, but left it discretionary with him 
to do so or not. The amendment proposed by the Committee 
of Ways and Means merely declare: the effect of the provisions 
of the Constitution, which were paramount to all the Jaws 
which could be passed on the subject. If the bill went to tegal- 
ize the notes of any banksin payment for the public revenue, 
he ventured to assert that it wouid receive but tew votes in that 

ouse. 

Mr. MERCER made some remarks in opposition to the gen- 
tleman from New York, (Mr. Mana,) and in opposition to the 
amendment. 

Mr. BOULDIN briefly addresse.) the House in support of 
the bill, as a remedy for, or a choice"bf, evils. * 

Mr. PATTON supported the bill, and opposed the amend 
ment, which he insisted went to nullity the biti. 3 

Mr. SUTHERLAND remarking, that the House and the ha- 
tion well understood the whole subject. demanded the previous 
question. 

Mr. GALBRAITH inquired if the previous question would 
cut off the amendment of the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

The CHAIR replied that such would be the efect of the sue- 
cess of that motion. 

The House seconded the demand for the previous question- 
ayes 82, noes 66, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then said as this previsus question was 
one of the most important ever taken in that House, he must 
ask for the yeas and nays on the quesiion “Shall the main 
question be now put?” which were ordered, 

Mr. ELMORE said as he had voted under a misapprehension 
for the second to the previous question, he would muve a recon- 
sideration of that vote. : 7 < 

The CHAIR. The motion was a novel one, but be had no 
doubt of ite not being in order. Ani 

The question was then taken, and decided in the ofirmative— 
yeas 126, nays 71,as follows: poe g 

YEAS —Mesrs. Adama, Chilton Alan, Peman Allen, An 
thony, Bailey. Bond, Boon, Borden, Bouldin, Boveo. Buchanan, 
Bunch, John Calhoon, Catnpbeli, Carter, Casey, George Cham- 
hers, John Chambers, Chapman, Chetwood, Childs, (Nath. FF. 
Claiborne, John F. H Claiborne, Clark, Connor, Cory 
Crane, Cusbing, Darlington, Dawson, Denr i 
tt, Fowler, James Garland, Rice Ga 

3 Graves, Grayson, Grenn 
. Har 
F 


La 


wove, Lu 


McKennan, Milligan, Montgomery, Morgan, ris, A l 
berg, Owens, Parker, Patton, Dutee J, Peurce, James A. 
Pearson, Pettigrew, Pheips, Phillips. Pickens, Pinck- 
John Reyasotds, Richardson, Robertson, 


126. 


NAYS—Messrs. Barion, Beale, Bean, Beaumont, Black, 


liam B. Calhoun, 
Cushman, Double- 
Fry, Fuller, Gal 
ran, Hardin, Albert 
on, Inghan, Ca 
r ; 


Bockee, Boyd, Brigge, Brown, Burns, 
Cambtelenz, Chapin, Coles, Cramer, Crary, 
day, Dromgoole, Efner, Farlin, French, 
braith, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hamer, H: 
G. Harrison, Hawes, Haynes, Holt, Hw 
Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Lansing. 
Logan, Loyall, Abijah Mann, Job Ri 
Moses Mason, McKay, McKean, MeB®im, J T 
Page, Parks, Franklin Pierce. Rencher, Joseph Reynoids, 
Rozers, Seymour, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shinn, Sickles, 
Smith, Taylor, John Thomson, Turvill, Underwood, Vander: 
poel, Vinton, Ward, and Warcwell--71. . - 
Fo the House ordered the main question to be now put. ee: 
Mr. McCARTY asked for the yeas and nays on the main ` 
question; which were ordered, and were, yeas 143, nays. 59, as 
follows: : 
YEAS—Mossrs. Adams, Chilton Allan. Heman Allen, An: 
thony. Bailey, Beale, Bel, Bond, Boon, Borden, Bouldin, Bo 
vee, Briggs. Buchanan, Bunch, John Calkoen, WiRiam B. . 
Calhoun, Campbell, Carter, Casey, Georze Chambers, sohn 
Chambers, Chapman, Chetwood, Childs. Nath. H. Claiborne, 
John F. H. Claiborne, Clark, Connor. Corwin. Craig. Crane, 
Crary, Cushing, Dawson, Denny. Elmore. Everett, Fowler, 
French, James: Garlnd, Rice Garland. Gholso.;. Graham, 
Granger, Graver, Grayson, Grenfell, Griffin, Hiang Hal, 
Hannegan, Harlan, Harper, 8. 5. Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes 
Hazeltine, Henderson, Heister, Herod, Hoar, Hopkios, How- 
ard. Howell, Hubley, Bunt.. Hunisman, Ingersoll, Ingham, 
William Jackeon, Janes, JenHer, John W. Jones, Kilgore, 
Lane. Lawier, Lawrence, Lay, Gideon Lee, Luke Lea, Lewis, 
Lincoln. Love, Locas Lyon, Job Mann, Martin, Sampson 
Mason, Maury, May, McCarty, McComas, McKennan. McKim, 


‘Morcory o Milligan; Montgomery, . Morgan, Morris, Muhlen- 
berg,» Owen: Parker, Paiton, Dutee J.. Pearce, James. A. 
Pearce, PearaonPettigrew,. Phelps; Phillips, Pickens, Pinck- 
ney; (Potts, Reed, Rencher, Jobn -Reynolds,. Richardson, 
Robertson, Schenck, Willam -B.- Shepard, Augustine IH 
Shepperd, Shields, Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Sprague, Stan- 
defer, Steele, Storer, Sutherland, Taliaferro, Waddy Thomp- 
son, Turner, Underwood, Vinton, Wagener, Washington, 
Webster, White, Etisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod 
Witliams, and Yell—-143.: -< 

NAYS---Messrs: Ash, Barton, Bean, Beaumont, Black: 
Rockee, Boyd, Brown; Burns, Cambreleng, Chaney, @hapin, 
Coles, Cushman, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Efner, Fairfield, 
Fanin, Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, Joseph Hall; Hamer, Hardin, 
Albert G@. Harrison, Hawes, Hol, Huntingion, Jarvis, Cave 
Johnson; Benjamm. Jones, Lansing, Joshua Lee, Lecnard, 
Logan, Loyal; Abijah Mann, William Mason, Moses Mason, 
McKay,. McKeon, McLene, Page, Parks, Frankiin Pierce, 

Joseph Reynolds, Rogers, Seymour, Shinn, Sickles, Smith, 
Taylor, Thomas, Jowi Thomsen, Turrill, Vanderpeel, Ward, 
and Wardweli—59. ; 

So the bill was ordered to a third reading, and was then read a 
third (ime and passed, (after some remarks from Mr. HARDIN, 
explanatory of the reasons of his voting against the bill.) 

The joint resolution {vom the Senate, proposing a suspension 
of the 16th joint rule of the two Houses, presertbing that “no 
billthat shall have passed one House shall be sent for concur- 
rence to the other on either of the three last days of the session,” 
was then taken up. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG should oppose the resolution, unless it 
designated the bills intended to be acted upon, and he moved te 
postpone it til ta-morrow; but, after some conversation with 
My. GARLAND of Louisiana, he substituted a motion that it He 
over till the evening recess; which, after a few words from 
Messrs, ADAMS, CAVE JOHNSON, MERCER, and SUTH; 
ERLAND, was agreed to. 

LAND BILL 
The Senate dill to prohibit the sales of the public lands ex- 


cept to actual seiders, and in limicsed quantities, Leing read a 


first time, 
Mr. HARDIN objected to the 


il, and went on to give the 
reasons why be objected at sun igth., Mr. IH. withdrew the 
mation made by him on a former day to rejeet the bill. 

Mr. BOON then obtained the floor, but the hour of 3 having 
arrived, he gave way, without proceeding, for the House to 
take its usual recess ON half past 4 o’clock. 


_ Ersarom.—tio the report of the remarks made by Mr. Lyon 
insupport of his proposition to increase the appropriation for 
the improvement of the navigation of the Mobile bay, at Dog 
river bar and Chaklaw pass, from uvonty te titty thousand dof- 
larg, a mistake was committed in printing the word rail instead 
of work, “Mr. Lyon said he feared the small sum of twenty 
thousand dollara proposed in the bill wonid not ba eufticient to 
make all the necessary preparation for the commencement of 
the zear, grut eave an hant asum sulficient to enable much 
pages two be mads in deepening the channel across the bar,” 
We It is not contemplated to constructa wall of any descrip. 
on. 


en 
{UYENING SESSION, ] 

The Toure resumed the consideration of the bill from the 
Henare, calided San zet to probibit the saies of public lands, ex- 
cept to actual soiders, in limited quantities, and for other pur- 

noses”? i, 

Mr, BOON was entitled to the fluor, but after same conver- 
sation gave way to 

Mv, ENDERWOOD, who renewed the motion, made by his 
arue (Mr. Warpen,) aud withdrawn, to reject the bill 
hen made an argument of considerable length against 
ms ofthe bilt 
n AOTLNBON, of Lonisiana, then obtained the floor, and 
We 


Lost, 

+ yeas and nays on the motion 
ordered. 

da calor the House, and, on that 
ucul nays, which were ordered, and 


d to order the eall. 

The question wi then taken on the motion to lay the hill on 
the table, and decided in the affirmative, yeas 107, nays 9l—ays 
follows: 


Peéarco, Pearson, Pettigrew, Phillips, Pickens, Potts, Reed, 
Rancher, Richardson, Robertson, Rogers, Schenck, Wm. B 
3 : ir ri Smith, Spangler, 
Steele, Storer, Sutherland, Taliaferro, Waddy “Thompson 


Whitesey, Lewis 


fexsra. Anthony, Ash, Barton, Bean, F 
Back, Bockee, Boon, Boren, Bovee, Boyd, ona anoni, 
Jambreteng, Casey, Chapman, Chapin, J. E H. Claihorne, 
C iamen, Crary, Cushman, Doubleday, Duniap, Fair. 
avlio, Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, Gholson,: Rice Garland 
asaph Hall, Hamer, Albert @. Harrison, Haynes, 
d Hubley, Hunt, Huntington, Tfantsman, Jarvis. 
Cave Jobnsoa, Henry Johnson, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, 
Lawler, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Leonard, Lewis, Logan, 
Loyal. Lueas, Lyon, Abijah Mana, Job Mann, Martin, Wil: 
liam Mason Moses Mason, May, McCarty, McKay, McKeen 
BE Mitler, Muhlenberg, Parks, Patterson, Franklin Pierce, 
Pinckney, John Reynolds, Seymour, Shields, Shinn, 
i i ee Sees Tarlon, T sete John Thomson, 

andexpoel, Wagener, War vardwe. ebste 3 

Williams, aud Yall—S1, à i paps 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


So the bill was laid on the table. — oe — 

‘The. House then took up bills from the Senate on their first 
and second reading, most of which were. committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole. - d 4 ee 

The bijl for. the settlement of the claim of the executrix of 
Richard: W; Meade was, on motion of Mr. MANN of N. Y. laid 
on the table—ayes 82, noes 61. : 

The bill to remit the. duties on certain goods destroyed by 
fire in the city of New York being twice read, 

Mr. HAWES moved to lay it on the table. : 

Mr. MANN of New York called for the yeas and nays, which 
were not ordered, and the motion to lay on the table waa de- 
cided in the negative~ayes72, noes 79. 
* The bill was then committed to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. ak 

"The Senate: bill te organize the several fire companies in the 
District of Columbia was, on motion of Mr. W. B. SHEPARD, 


- read a third time and passed, 


An act to incorporate the President and Directers of the Fire 
Insurance Company of Washington and Georgetown, in the 
Diswict of Columbia, having been read twice, 

Mr. W. B. SHEPARD moved its engrossment. 

Mr, MANN of New York moved a proviso, that itshoukd be 
lawtdl for Congress, at any time hereafter, to alter, amend, or 
repeal the act. 

Mr. WARDWELL moved the postponement of the bill till 
to-morrow, but it was subsequently withdrawn, and the amend- 
ment of Mr, MANN haying been agreed to, the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. ~ . 

A bill for the yelief of Catharine Myer was, on motion of 
Mr. CASEY, read a third time and passed. 

An act to extend for a tonger period, the several acts now in 
force for the retief of certain insolvent debtors of the United 
States, having been read twice, 

Mr. SMITI moved its engrossment. 

Mr. HUN'T moved to amend it, by adding a proviso to ex- 
tend its operation, so as to embrace the same class of cases, 
which occurred up to the first of January last. f 

Mr: SMITH seid there would be no objection to that amend- 
meut, and it was agreed te; whereupon the bill was then read a 
third time and passed. 

"Phe joint resolution toenable the Postmaster General more 
readily to change the commencement of the contract i 
the Post Office Department, was, on motion of Mr, CO} 
read the third time and passed. 

The joint resolution to authorize the Secretary of the Treasu- 
y to receive from the Bank of the United States, under the 

ennsylvania charter, payment of the stock of the United 
States, in the tate Bank of the United States, was, on motion 
of Mr. CAMBRELENG, read three several times, and passed. 

The joint resolution to authorize the purchase and distribu- 
tion of a mmber of copies of Macomb’s Tactics, was, on mo- 
tion of Mr. HAWES, laid on the table, 

Subsequently Mr. HOWARD moved a reconsideration of 
this vote. 

y HAWES moved to Ilay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. A 

# Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina asked the gentleman to 
allow him only two minutes by the watch to prove that this 
resolution onght to. pass, ‘ 

Mr. HAWES said it was too late in the session to spend even 
two minutes upon such a subject as this. 

+ The resolution was then laid on the table without a division. 

An aet amendatory of the act for the relief of Samuel Smith, 
William Magee, and others, having been read twice, 

Mr. LYON moved its engrossment, which, alter a few words 
from Messrs. E, WIHTTLESEY, McKAY, LYON, and VIN- 
TON, was agreed to, and the bill was passed. 

The act to incorporate the Howard Institution of the city of 
Washington, in the District of Columbia, having been read 
twice-— 

Mr. MERCER moved its engrossment, which was agreed to; 
and the bill was read a third time, and passed. 

The act concerning pilots being twice read, 

Mr. McKEON moved its engrcssment. 

Mr. PHILLIPS moved to strike out the second section of the 
bill; which wasagreed te. 

"The bill was then read a third time and passed. 

The dill to provide for the adjustment of title to the four re- 
served sections of land granted to the Tombigbee association for 
the cultivation of the vine and olive, was reada third time and 
passed. 

The House then, on motion of Mr. HOWARD, took up and 
concurred in the amendments of the Senate to (he bill repealing 
the discriminating duties on Dutch and Belgian vessels and their 
cargoes. 

On motion of Mr. RENCHER, 


The Ifouse k at 9 o'clock, 
IN SENATE, 


Trorspay, March 2, 1837. 

Mr. MORRIS presented a number of memorials from citizens 
of New York and Ohio, praying for the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia, 

_ Mr, ROBINSON also presented a memorial on the same sub- 
ject; : 
The reception of which being objected to, the motion of re- 
ception was aid on the table. 

Mr. EWING of O. offered a resolution, which, by a unanimous 
consent, was considered and adopted, requesting the President 
of the United States to canse Inquiry to be made respecting 
the alleged raising of the southern waters of Lake Erie, by the 
public worksat Black Rock. E 

Mr. McKEAN offered a resolution giving the usual extra 
compensation to the messengers of the Senate and police ef the 
Capitol; which, by coisent, was read three times and passed. 

The following resoiutions, which were offered yesterday, were 
considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate have printed 
such of the reports and drafts referred to in the communication 
of the Secretary of War of the 234 January last, asthe Secretary 
of the Senate, on consultation with the Chiefof the Topographi- 
cal Bureau, may deem proper to be printed, together with 
such ether reports on the same subject, as may he on the files 
of the two Houses, to be selected as aforesaid. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
publish, curing the recess of Congress, monthly statements of 
the amount of moneys received for customs and for public 


lands. 


oles ei bilis were severally read the third time and 


The bill making appropriations for the. civil and diplomatic 
ie say of the Government for the year 1837.: 

The bill making appropriations for the construction: ef cer- 
tain harbors, and for the remeval of obstrnetions at the mouthe 
of certain rivers, for the year 1837—which was passed by the 
following vote: E 

YEAS-—Messrs. Benton; Buchanan, Clayton; Davis, Ew- 
ing of {linois, Ewing of Ohio, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, 
Kent, Knight, Lisu, McKean, Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Niles, Norvell, Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, Southard, Tal- 
madge, Tipton, Wall, Webster, and Wright—26. 

NAYS— Messrs. Calhoun, Clay, Hubbard, King of Alabama, 
Moore, Parker, Preston, Rives, Strange, Walker, and White 
12. 

The bill making appropriations for the .repair and construc- 
tion of certain roads, (including the Cumberland road,) having 
been taken up, i 

Mr. NORYELL, after making a few remarks, moved to strike 
out the fourth section, which provides for the repayment of the 
appropriation for the road out of the two per cent, fuad. 

The questiomon the amendment being taken by yeas and 
nays, it was rejected, and the bill was ordered te a third read: 
ing, by the following vote: 7 

YEAS—Messrs. Black, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, Clayten, 
Crittenden, Davis, Hubbard, King of Alabama, King of Geor- 
gia, Knight, Lyon, McKean, Moore, Norvell, Preston, Ruggles, 
Southard, Spence, Webster, and White—321, 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Cuthbert, Dana, Ewing of Nlimois, 
Ewing of Ohie, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Kent, Linn, Mor 
ris, Nicholas, Niles, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, and Wright—22. 

Mr. RUGGLES moved a reconsideration of the vote by 
whieh the resolation relative to recognising the independence 
of Texas was adopted, in order that he might. change his vate, 
which was given, under misapprehension, in the affirmative. 

Mr. WALKER was opposed to the motion, because he re- 
garded it as a violation of the spiritof the rule, atleast. If the 
vote were reconsidered, the result as to the resolution would 
not be disturbed. Being satisfied that this would he the case, 
and as Lime was now s0 precious, he felt it his duty to move to 
lay the motion of reconsideration on the table. Mr. W. with- 
drew the motion at the request of 

My. CALHOUN, who said he conctrred with the. Senator 
from Mississippi in what he had said as to the rule. And Mr. 
C. did not regard the metion of the Senator from Maine as go- 
ing the length of reconsideration; all that he wanted was to cov: 
rect his vote.. Mr. C. renewed the motion to lay the motien of 
reconsideration on the table. 

Mr. HUBBARD asked for the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered, and the question was determined in the negative— 
yeas 23, nays 25, as follow 

YEAS-—Messre. Bayard, Benton, Bleck, Calhoun, Clay, 
Cuthbert, Ewing of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Kent, 
Linn, Lyon, Moore, Mouton, Nicholas, Parker, Preston, Robin- 

vier, Strange, Walker and White—23, 
NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Clayton, €rittencen 
Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Hubbard, King of Alabama, King of 
Georgia, Knight, McKean, Morris, Norvell, Page, Prentias, 
Robbins, Ruggles, Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tom- 
linson, Wall, Webser, and Wright—-25. 

The question then recurred on the motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted, which was decided 
in the negative, as follows—the votes being equal: 

YEAS—Mesars. Brown, Buchanan, Clayton, Davis, Ewing 
of Ohio, Hubbard, Kent, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, 
Knight, McKean, Morris, Norvell, Page, Prentiss, Ruggles, 
Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipten, Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, 
and Wright—24. < 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, Calhoun, Clay 
Crittenden, Cuthbert, Ewing of Hlinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hen-. 
dricks, Linn, Lyon, Moere, Mouton, Nicholas, Parker, Pres- 
ton, Rives, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, Walker and White—24. 

The joint resolution passed, relative to rescinding the rule, so 
as to allow an extension of time for sending billy to each House, 
and which was sent to the Neuse, was returned, with amend- 
ments, which were concurred in hy the Senate. 

The Senate concurred in the amendment of the House to the 
bill concerning pilots. X 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on tke Ju- 
diciary, the Senate concurred in the amendmen of the House to 
the bill continuing the acts for the relief of insolvent debtors of 
the United States. s 

A number of bills were read and ordered to a third 
reading. : 

The bill to amend an act to incorporate the Alexandria and 
Falmouth Railroad company was taken up, and, after some 
amendments had been offered thereto, 

Mr. WEBSTER. asked for the yeas and nays, which wer e 
ordered; and the question being iakes, was decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Benton, Black, Brown, Buchanan, Cuthbert, 
Dana, Ewing of Illinois, Fulten, Grundy, Hubbard, King of 
Alabama, King of Georgia, Linn, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Niles, Norvell, Page, Parker, Rives, Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, 
Tallmadge, Walker, Wall, and Wright—28, 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, Critten- 
den, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Hendricks, Kent, Knight, McKean, 
Moore, Morris, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Southard, Spence, 
Swift, Tomlinson, Webster, and White—22, 

The Senate took a recess. 


: EVENING SESSION. 
ane following bills were severally read the third time and 
passed : 
l The joint resolution to authorize the settlement of the ac- 
counts of Orange H. Dibvie, 
The bill for the relief of Peter Tlarmony of New York. 
The bill for the relief of James Brown and John Brown, half 
breeds of the Cherokee nation of Indians. 
The bill for the relief of W. and D. Cotheal of New York. 
The bill for the relief of Jerah Fenner. . 
The bill to amend the charter of the Potemac Fire Insurance 
Company of Georgetown, D.C. 
The bill for the relief of James Heitz. s 
The bill for the. relief of the legal representatives ef Isaac 
Williains, deceased. 
The bill for the relief of John B. Becker. 
The vill for the relief of Alexander Gibson. 
The bill to authorize the the President of the United States. te 
furnish certain ordnance to the several Btatay. 
The bill for the relief of Neary Lee. 


D 


se 3 x 


The bill før the relief of Wealthy: Parker, widow of Isaac f] 


Parker—indefinitely postponed. ~ 

The bill for the relief of Charlies W, Pickering. : 

The bill granting a pension to Wiliam ©. Beard, late-a cap- 
tain in the. United States army, : 

The bill for the relief of John Jeffers. 

The bill further to amend the act incorporating the Chesa- 
peake and Ohio canal company. 

The joint resolution authorizing the Secretary to correct a 
clerical error in the award of the commissioners. under the 
treaty with Franch of 1831. 

The bill for the relief of Captain F. A. Parker ofthe U. S. 


navy... ` 
p The bill for the reliefof Green Pryor and the heirs of Peter 
ry or. 

The bill for the celeif of David Kilburn. 

The bill for the relief of Ebenezer Reed. 

The resointion granting a pension to Susan Decatur, widow 
of the late Commodore Decatur. 

The bill tor the relief of Abigail Appleton. 

The bill for the relief of Findley Kellog. 

-The bil for the reiief ef John Jeffers. 

The bill granting the assent of Congress to an act passed by 
the General Assembly of the State af Virginia, entitled an act to 
amend an act to incorporate the Mexandria and Falmouth Rail- 
read Company, passed February 2, 1836, being taken up, 

Mr. KENT moved to amend the second section, so as to pro- 
vide for the construction of the road through the cities of Wash- 
ington, Alexandria, or Georgetown, with the concurrence of the 
corporate authorities of said cities; which was agreed to, and 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill making appropriations ior the Indian Department 
amd. for carrying into effect Indian treaties, was reported by 
Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, with sun- 
dry amendments, one of which made an appropriation for de- 
fraying wavelting expenses of ceram Tadinns to examine the 
country southwest of the Missouri river, witha view to the re- 
movalof Indian tribes to it. 

All the amendments were concurred in, and the bill ordered 
toa third reading. 

The Senate then wert into the consideration ef Executive 
business, and, alter snending some time therein, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, March 2, 1837. 

The SPEAKER, on leave, laid before the ifouse a commu- 
nication from the Postmaster General, in compliance with the 
act of Zlst of April, 1808, transmitting a statement of all the 
contracts made in that department from the first of January to 
the first ‘of July 1836; which, cn motion of Mr. CONNOR, was 
ordered to lie on the table, and be.printed. 

The SPEAKER, at the same time, laid before the House a 
communication in answer to two resolutions of the House, the 
one calling for information respecting the officers of the army 
who had resigned during the year 1836; and the ether, on the 
number and companies of the different corpsof ‘the army ope- 
rating in the Seminole campaign, which, on motion of Mr. 
McKay, was similarly disposed of . 

Mr. HALLof Maine, from the Commitee on Accounts, re- 
ported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the clerk of the House of Representatives, 
under the general order to print, be directed not to have any 
map accompanying documents. printed without the special di- 
rection of the House, ; 

The resolution having been read, wag, on motion of Mr. 
HALL, concurred in nem. diss. 

A number of bilis from the Senate, which had been referred 
to their appropriate standing committees, were reported back 
this morning and committed. They will be noticed in detail as 
they come up for ultimate action. 

Mr. GRENNELL, from the Committee of Claims, reported.a 
hill for the relief of Thomas Villebsown, jr. read twice and 


committed: 
NAVAL APPRENTICES. 

Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported 
Senate bill, without amendment, to provide for the enlistment 
of boys in the naval service of the United Staies, and to extend 
the term of the enlistment of seamen; which being put upon its 
third reading, 

Ms. McKIM moved an amendment, requiring masters of 
merchant vessels to take apprentices on board of their vessels; 
which. 

After some remarks by Messrs. McKIM, CAMBRELENG, 
HOWARD, JARVIS, and HAYNES, was rejected. 

Mr. GRENNELL then moved an amendment providing that 
the boys received into the navy should have three months in- 
struction in the rudiments of a common English education in 
each of the three first years of their enlistment. 

After some remarks by Messrs. JARVIS and GRENNELL, 
the amendment was rejected. 33 

The bill was then reada third time and passed. 

NAVY PENSION FUND. 

Mr. JARVIS from the Committee on Naval 
Senate bill to provide for the more equitable distribution of the 
navy pension fund, with an amendment The amendment was 
concurred in, and the bill ordered to a third reading this day. 


Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, from the Committee on Pri 
vate Land Claims, reported Senate bill with an amendment 
for the final adjustment of certain land claims in the State of 
Tonigiana and Missouri; which was cemmitted to a Committee 
of the Whole. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
made the following report; which was laid on the table and or- 
dered to þe printed. 

Mr. PHILLIPS, from the Committce.on Commerce, reported 
without amendment, the Senate bil] for the relief of George 
Frazer and others: which was reada third time, and passed. 

Mr. WASHINGTON, from the Committee for the District of 
Columbia, reported, without amendment, the Senate bill to 
amend the charter of the Franklin Insurance Company of the 
District of Columbia. 

\ Mr WARDWELI moved a proviso, that Congress have 
power atany time to: alter, amend, or repeal, this taw. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to lay the biil on the table: 
agreed to. K 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, re- 
ported. the following resolution, which was considered and 
adopted: * : 


irs, reported 


| LAND. 


Mr. MERCER, from the Cominiuee on Roads and Canals, 


-reported the following resdlution:** i 


After some remarks -by Messrs. HAWES, MERCER, and ` 
HAMER, Mr. HAWES moved to lay the resolution on the ta- 


ble: Jost. : H 


The resolution was then disagreed to. - 


Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee of Claims, reported i 


a bill for the benefis of the Levy court of Calvert county, Ma- 
ryland: read twice and commuted. 


-Mr. STANDEFER, from the Committee on Revolutionary | 


Richards, ex- 


Claims, reported a bill for the relief of re 
E Philadelphia: f! 


ectitor of Samucl Smith, deceased, of the city’ 
read twice and committed. 

Mr. CHAMBERS of Pennsytvania, from the Co mmittee on 
Private Land Claims, reported without amendment Senate bill 
to confirra the claims to certain tracts of jand therein men- 
tioned to Michael Cryder; which was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading to-morrow. 

On motion of Me. GARLAND of Virginia, the report of the 
minority of the Investigating Committee appointed under the 
order of the 5th of January, was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, on leave, submitted a motion 
to print 5000 extra copies of the two reports of the majority 
and minority, without the journal of the committee. 

Mr. HAWES moved to amend the motion, by ordering 5006 
extra copies of the report of the Select Committee on the West 
Point Academy; which was agreed to—ayes 64, noes 58, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved further to amend, by meluding 
the printing of 5,000 copies of the report of the select commit- 
tee upon the subject of amendmendments to the Constitution 
of the United States; which was lost, 

The original motion of Mr. GARLAND was agreed to. 

Mr. PEYTON then sent a paper to the table explanatory of 
the views of the minority, and containing certain tabular state- 
ments; which was ordered to be printed with the reports, 

Mr. CHAPIN, from the Commie on Revolutionary 
Claims, moved that the committee be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the following petitions: namely, the peti- 
tion of the legal representatives of JIugh Means, deceased, an 
ensign in the army of che revolution, asking commuiniion; the 
petition of Henry Northub, asking the value of land scrip sold 
by the Treasury, on account of John McFadon, a debtor wo the 
United States; the peution of Thomas Sniifin, asking remune- 
vation for extraordinary services; the petition of John Shell, 
for losses sustained in the revolutionary war; the petition of 
Dennis Pursel, praying compensation jor a boat taken for the 
use of the American army; the petition of the heirs of Col. Holt 
Richardson, asking commutation; the petition of the heirs of 
Col. J. T. Woodford, asking pay for military services; the peti- 
tion of Susannah Barday, for the renewal of a lost certificate 
for bounty lang; the petition of the heirs of Capt. Chartes Tomp- 
kins; the petition of Maria Duval and others; the petition of the 
heirs of Abraham Tipton; the petition of George W., Cole and 
others; the petition of the heirs of Lieut. Col. John Cropper, for 
commutation; the petition of the executor of William C. Webb; 
the motion was agreed to, and these several petitions were or- 
dered to Tie on the table, x 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee of Ciaims, made 
unfavorable reports on the petition of Henry F. Lamb, heir 
of John Lamb, and the petition of the Miami Exporting Com- 
pany; which reports were ordered to lie o9 the table, and the 
former be printed. 

Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee en Naval Affairs, made 
an unfavorable report on the petition of Wiliam Vaughan; 
which was ordered to lié on the table, and be printed. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House then took up 
the joint resolution from the Senate, proposing a suspension 
of the 16th joint rule of the two Mouses, prescribing that “no 
bill that shall have passed one House shail be sent for concur- 
rence to the other on either of the three last days of the ses- 
sion.” K 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to amend. by suspending the 
17th joint rule of the two Houses, which provides that no bill 
shall be sent to the President on the last day of the m. 

Mr. PARKER movedto amend the amendmennt by confining 
the suspension to to-morrow at 12 o'clock. 

Afier some conversation by Messrs. PICKENS and MER- 
CER, the amendment to the amendment was disagreed to. 

After some few remarks by Me: CAMBREL 
CRAIG, C. JOHNSON, MERCER, VINTON, and McKE 
NON, the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. R. GARLAND moved an amendment to add to the Se- 
nate’s resolution a clause that the 16th juint rule of the two 
Houses be suspended for the purpose of sending to the Senate 
certain bills therein named. 

After some conversation between the CHAIR, Mr. PICK- 
ENS, and Mr. GHOLSON, the amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. PATTON moved to Jay the resolutigg, as amended, on 
the table: -lost. 

Mr. WARDWELL moved to ald to the Séhate’s resolution, 
by inserting after the word “bills,” the words, “and joint re- 
solutions:” agreed to, 

Mr. PICKENS raised a qui 


ion of order, whether the joint 
resolution of the Senate, g in fact a suspension of the rules 
of the fTouse, would not require a vote of two-thirds to adopt it? 
The CHAIR decided that it would not require a vote of two- 
thirds ta adept the Senate’s resolution. 
Mr. PICKENS appealed fror this d 
Alter some remarks by Mr. PICKE 


n ofthe Chair. 
nd Mr. SUTHER- 


Mr. WARDWELL moved the previous question, which was i 
seconded by the House; and the main question being ordered, 

Mr. TAWES called for the yeas and nays on the main ques- 
tion; which were ordered, and were, yeas 134, nays 43. 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. : 

Mr. TURRILE then demanded the previous question on the 
Senate’s resolution; whick was seconded, and the main ques- 
tion ordered, : : 

Mr. GRAVES called for the yeas and nays on the main ques- 
tion; which were not ordercd, and the Senate’s resolution, as 
amended, was then concurred in. s 

APPROPRIATION BILLS. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the amendments to the 
navai service bill, the harbor bill, and the civil and diploma 
bill, were committed to a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union; and the same gentleman made a motion to go into 
committee, but withdrew it at the request of 

Mr: BELL, on whose motion the House took up the 

‘i FCRTIFICATION BILL, 
returned from the Senate with an amendment striking eut the 


second ‘section, viz: that providing 
surplus revenue, (as before given at lengih. y’ 

Mr. BELL moved that the House “adhere? con 

"The CHAIR remarked that the section stricken ont py hese” 
nate was a part ofthe original bill of the House, and: the parlia® 
mentary motions’ would be. either’ to “concur? or “disagree.” 
The rejection of the latter motion, if made, by. the House; would 
be an attirming of the former. = ee ee at 

Mr. BELL then varied his motion to disagtée with the” Se- 
nate in their amendment. $ ` 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the question Would be decided 
without debate. È A TOREA 

Mr. MERCER adilressel the House for some time on the 
subject of the deposite banks, but the line of argument. taken 
by him was inaudible. 5 

Mr. VANDERPOEL, said, believing that every gentleman 
had made up his mind on this subject, he demanded the previ- 


Mr. CHILDS moved a call of the House, and ; 

Mr. GRAVES asked for thé yeas and nays, which were. or- 
dered, and were-yeas 71, nays 1138. 

So the House refused the call, and the question recurring on 
the demand for the previous question, it was secondéd*by the! 
House withouta division. á ; 

Mr. HOWELL askéd for the yeas and nays on ordering: the 
main questich to be pit, but they were refused, and the main 
question was ordered without a division. nm ` 

The main dnestion heing, that the House do disagree with the 
Senate's amendment was then propounded, and y ; 

Mr. BELL asked forthe yeasand nays; which were ordered,” 
and were yeas 111, nays %, as follows: LOE 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, Bai 
ley, Bell, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Buchanan, Bunch, John Cale 
hoon, Wiiliam B. Calhoun, Campbell, Carter, Casey; George 
Chambers, John Chambers, Chetwood, Childs, Nathaniel W, 
Claiborne, Clark, Connor, Corwin, Crane, Cushing,’ Darling- 
ton, Dawson, Deberry, Denny, Elmore, Evans, Everett, French,’ 
Rice Garland, Graham, Granger, Graves, Grayson, Grennell, 
Griffin, Biland Mal, Hard, Hardin, Harlan, Harper, Hawes.. 
Hazeltine, Henderson, Heister, Herod, Hoar, Hopkins, Howell, 
Hant, Tngersall, Wiiliam Jackson, Janés, Jenifer, Henry Johns 
son, Kennon, Kilgore, Lane, Lawrence, Lay, Luke: Lea, Lewis, 
Lincoln, Love, Lyon, Job Mann, Sampson Mason, Maury, May,’ 
McCarty, McComas, McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Montgome- 
ry, Move Parker, James A. Pearce, Pearson, Petti- 
prew, j Pick 
Reyno 

erd, Slade, Spangler, Standefer, Steele, Storer, Sutherland, 
Jaddy Thompson. Turner, Underwood, Vinton, Washington, 
mte misha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, and Sherrod Wil- 
iams—l11. s ` 


NAYS—Messrs, Anthony, Ash, Rarton, Beale, Bean, Beau- 
mont, Back, Beckee, Bovee,. Boyd, Brown, Burns, Bynum, 


Cambreteng, Chaney, Chapin, John P. H, Claiborne,” Cotes, 
Craig, Cramer, Crary, Cushman, Doubleday, Dromgoole, 
Dunlap, Fairfield, Parlin, Fry, Fuller, James Garland, Gholson, 
Glascock, Grantland, Haley, Tamer, Hanne san, Albert G, Har- 
rison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Howard, Hubley, Huntington, 
Huntsman, Ingham, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, Richard M. John- 
son, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Beujamin Jones, Lansing, 
Lawler, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Leonard, Lo. 
gan, Loya)!, Tacas: William Mason, Moses Mason, McKay,’ Me- 
Keon. McKim, McLere, Milter, Muhlenberg, Patterson, Patton, 
Franklin, Pierce, Dutec J. Pearce, Phelps, Pinckney, Joeeph 
Reynolds, Rogers, Schenck, Seymour, Shields, Shinn, Sicktes, 
Smith, Taylor, Thomas, John Thomson, Turrill, Vanderpnel, 
Wagner, Ward, Wardwell, Webster, Thomas T. Whittlesey, © 


Wise, and Yell—ot. s 
So the amendment of the Senate was disagreed to by the 
House. : eae 
Mr. CHAPIN said when the name of his colleague, Mr, 
Moore was called some one answered” for bim, and he inquired 
of the Chair whether his colleague’s name was recorded. 
The SPEAKBR said it was recorded im the affirmative, 
Mr: CHAPIN said it was clearly a mistake, for his colleague 
wassiek, and had not been in the House to-day. 
Jis name was erased by the unanimous consent of the 
Jfouse i 
On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House then resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
Mr. PIERCE of New Hampshire in the chair; and on motion of 
ame gentleman, 100k the amendments of the Senate to the 
an annuity bills” which, having been concurred in-—~ i 
i CAMBRELENG submitted several additional items, 
which he said had undergone the revision oth of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, and the chairman of the Commiites on 
Indian Affairs. 
The principal of these were as follows; 
` For carrying into effect the treaty wilh the Menorninces, of 
September, 1836, $288. j 
For carrying into effect the treaty with the Pottawattomies, of 
Auguet. 1996, $73,423, Š 
For the same with the Ioways, of September, 1836, $65,590, 
For the same with the Sacs and Foxes of September, 1838, 
$138,240. oe 
For the same with the Missourias, $3.00, 
For the same with the Omahas, $2,470. . 
Several other additional items were also proposed, together 
with a proposition far an inquiry into the deprecationa commit 
ted by ihe hostile Indians ef the south; (he latier slightly mo- 
dified on motion of Mr. E. WHITTLESEY,) all of which were 
agraed to. 
ythe C 


lems 


ommittec on Indian Affairs, submitted 
si amendments; which were agreed.to, 
irgihja submitted an amendment, pro- 


ayy 


posing ppropriation of $17,009 to defray. the expenses of 
holding treatics withail the Indian tribes east of the Missisippi, 


the country to be assigned (0° them, de, 


and of è 
which ¥ 
The bill 


10, 

was then Jaid aside, to be reported to the House. 
NAVAL SERVICE. 

The Committee: thén, on motion of Mr, CAMBRELENG, 


took up the amendments of the Senate to the “bill making ap- 
propriations-for the naval service for the year 1837.7? 


All the amendments of the Senate, with one exception, were 
concurred in. - z 

The amendmentapproniiating thesum of $100,000 for launth- 
ing the ship of-thedine Pennsylvania, was taken up. 

Mr, FRENCH movedto amend it by inserting a provision 
authorizing the President to select and cause to be purchased, 
fer the usefand benefit of sick seamen and boatmen 9u the wes 


r JOHNSON of Louisiana proposed an item of 670 G00 
forthe erection ofa marine hospital at New. Orleans; which af- 
tersome remarks from Messrs. JOHNSON, HUNT, SMITH, | 
and WILLIAMS of North Carolina, was rejected. 

‘Mc. HARPER of Peunsylvania then addueed a. letter from 
an officer of the navy, in suppor: of the propriety of erdering 
the: Pennsylvanian tobe launched forthwith; and said a few 
words himselfin support. of the amendment w the Snuate, and 
after some further remarks from Messrs. INGERSOLL, REED, 
and WILLIMS of North Carolina, K ! 

Mr. INGERSOLL moved to insert $400,000 in place of 


$100,000, : 

Mr. CAMBRELENG resisted this increase, and said the ape | 
propriations in this biil were already large enough for the pre 
nent year—larger, by far, than mei bis approbation. 

The amendment of Mr. INGERSOLL was tien disagreed to, 
enty 45 voting for it, and the question recurring on the agreeing 
to the amendment of the Senate as amended by the committee, 

Mr. MERCER moved to reconsider the vote by which Mr. | 
Frency’s amendmen: had been adopted, but subsequently 
withdrew it, > 

Mr. PEARCE of Rhode Island moved further to amend the 
Benate’a amendment by appropriating the sum of 915,000 for 
the erection of a maring hoapital at Portland, Maine, $10,000 
for one at Wilmington, North Carolina, and alike for a similar ; 
object at Newport, Rhode Island; which, after some remarks 
from Messars. PEARCE JARVIS and SUTHERLAND, the 
amendment of Mr. PEARCE was disagreed to, and the amend 
ment of the Senate, as amended, was agreed to~ayes 77, 
noes 57. 

Mr. LYON moved an amendment making an appropriation 
of $15,000 for a marine hospital at Mobile: lost. 

The commities then rose and reported, and theamendments 
of the. Committee of tha Whole to the Indian annuity bili 
having been agreed to by the House, the amendments of the 
Senate, as amended, were severally concurred jn. 

The House then took up the arrendment of the Committee of 
the Whole (Mr. Frenche’s above) to the amendment of the Xe- 
nate to the naval service bill, but before any action was had 
thereon the hvar of three having arrived, it took the usual 
recess till half past four. | 


EVENING SESSION. 

The “bill making appropriations for the naval service for the 
year 1937,” returned from the Senate with amendments, being 
Under consideration; the question pending was on concurring 
with. the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union in 
the following: 

The Senate bad amended tbe bill by inserting a clause ap- 
propriating “$100,000 fer launching and securing the ship of 
the line Pennsytvania;” and the Committee of the Whole had 
amended the same by inserting au additional item, authorizing 
the President to select and cause to be parchased, for the use 
and benefit of sick seamen and boatmen on the western waters, 
surtable sites for marine hospitals, &t. not exceeding three upon 
the Ohio, three upon the Mississippi, aad one upon Lake Erie. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for a division of the question 
on the ameadinent, s0 as to take it separately on that of the 
Sonate and thatof the Commitee of the Whole. 

The CHAIR ruled that such a division was out of order, but 
suggested to the gentleman from Tennessee that he might st- 
aain his object by a motion to recunnnil the bill to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and, if that motion should prevail, there 
moving a reconsideration ofthe vote by which the amendment 
w the amendment had been agreed to, 

Mr. JOUNSON accordingly made that motion. 

Nr. WARDWELL. moved the previous question, but the 
House refused to second it; and the motion tu recommit was 
disagreed to: without a division. 

My. JOHNSON of Lonisiana moved an amendment making 
appropriations for marine hospitals at New Oxteans, Mobile, 
Pordand, Newport, and Wilnungion, North Carolina, amount 
ing in all to $115,000. 

After some remarks by {Mex JOHNSON of Louisiana, 
SMITI! REYNOLDS of Minois, PRARCE of Rhode Is 
and PARKER, the amendment of Mr. JOHNSON was agree 
tom~ayes 79, noes 59. 

The question then recurred on the amendment of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole as amended. j 

ae RENCHER called for the yess and nays, which were or 
dered. 


Mr. BOND opposed the amendmenton the ground that it had 
been introduced with the expectation of eerrying itthroughiby a 
bargain. He was opposed lo all bargains of this kind, and would 
take the responsibility of voting against this amendment. 

Mr. LANE would say tothe gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Bond) 
tha he made no bargaing, thache dii t belong to the bargain 
and gale party, that he was not surprized to hear that gentle. 
man denounce the amendment in such unmexsured terme; it j 
was an appropriation for the west, and connecied with western | 
interests so uniformly opposed by that gentle 

After some remarks by Mr, BUTITERLAND in support of | 
the amendment, 

Mr, JARVIS moved an amendment providing il 
sums should be expended on said hospitale dian 
herein appropriated: agreed to, 

The question was then taken on the amendment of the Com- 
mitiee of the Whole, as amended, and decided in the negativa— 
yeas 72, nays 110. 

So. the House non-concurred in the amendment of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

The question then recurred on the amendment of the Senate, 
making an appropriation of $100,000 for launching and re- 
pairing the ship of the line Pennsylvania. 

Mr, JARVIS called for the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. : 

After some remarks by Messrs GRAVES and SUTHER- 
LAND. the question was taken anddecided in the afirmative- 
year 89, naya 86. : 

Fo the amendinent of the Senate wag concurred in. 

All the other amendments of ihe Senate were then concur. 
redin without a division. 

Mr, WISE moved a suspension of the rule, for the purpose 
of allowing him, at tis time, to make a report froma select 
germmitiog: lost. 


t no greater 
le amounts 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House went into 
Committee of the Whole, Mr. PIERCE of New Hampshire in 
the Chair, and took up the “vill. making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of the Gevernment for the year 
1837,” which had been returned from the Senate with various 
amendments. 

The first amendment of the Senate was, that the annual sala- 
ry of the Recorder of the General Land Office shall. be $2,000, 
and that the sum of $100 shall be paid to’ Charles Gordon for 
ee rendered under the resolutton of the Senate of July 2, 
1936. 

Br. BRIGGS@Hoved an amendment to this amendment, mak- 
ing the salaries ofthe three assistant postmasters general the 
same as the Auditors of the Treasury, and Commissioner of 
Patents. 

Mr. BOND addressed the House at some length in opposition 
10 the amendment. 

After some few remarks by Mr. CAMBRELENG, Mr. 
BRIGGS withdrew his amendment. 

The amendment of the Senate to increase the salary of the 
Surveyor Genera} of Arkansas from $1.500 to $2,000 being taken 
up separately, was ¢iscusse! by Meesrs. YELL, LOVE, CAVE 
JOHNSON, and JOUINSON of La. alter which the committee 
non-concurred in the amendment. 

Dhe amendment of the Sen:te making an appropriation of 
$80,000 for the purchase of certain manuscripts of the late 
James Madison, Being taken up separately was, after some re 
marke by Bfessrs. DAWSON, DUNTSMAN, and CAMBRE- 
LENG, concurred in. 

The amendmentof the Senate to increase the fund for the con- 
tingent expenses of foreign intercourss being taken up sepa- 
rately. was, after some explanations between Messrs, CAM- 
BRELENG, A. H. SHEPHERD, IOWARD, CAVE JOHN. 
SON, non-concurred in. 

Mr. CUSHING moved an amendment appropriating $15,600 
for the purchase of Gales and Seaton’s Debates, for the use of 
members; which was agreed to. 

The amendment of the Senate increasing the salaries of the 
clerks in the Executive Department being taken. up separately. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee, moved an amendment, also 
increasing the galaries of the messengers and assistant messen- 
gers; which wasagreed to. 

Mr. G. LEE moved an amendment increasing the salaries 
of the collectors, namely; officers and surveyors, é&c. twenty- 
five per cent.: lost, 

Aftersome remarks hy Messrs. JOITNSON, THOMPSON 
of South Carolina, R. GARLAND, and LAWRENCE, 

Mr. VINTON moved an amendment providing that said in- 
crease shail not be allowed to any clerk who now receives mors 
than $1,200. 

After some remarks by Messrs VINTON, ANTHONY 
CAMBRELENG, and HAWES, the amendment of Mr. VIN- 
TON was disagreed to--ayes 21, noes 103. 


Mr. PEYTON moved an amendment excepting the clerke in 
the Quartermaster General’s Office: lost. 


Mr. GRENNELL moved an amendment, including the first 
clerks to commandants in the navy yards at New York, Boston, 
and Norfolk. 

Atter some remarks by Mr. GRENNELL the amendment 
was disagreed to. Z 


Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina moved an amendment, 
to dneranee the poy of the officers of the army twenty five per 
cent: lost. 

The amendment of the Senate, ag amended, was then concur- 
red in. 

Mr. CAMBRELEN‘? moved an amenément appropriating 
$5,200 as compensation for commissioner, secretary, and con- 
tingent expenses of the commissioners under the convention 
with Spain: agreed to. ‘ee 

Mr. LEWIS moved a reconsideration of the vote by which 
the amendment of the Senate, increasing the salaries of clerks, 
wes concurred in; which motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. PEYTON then moved the following amendment: 

Sac. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate. shall appoint an 
officer to be called the Superintendent of the Public De postier, 
whose duty it shall beto manage and superintend all the cor- 
respandence, bnsiness, and inte onnected with the deposite 
hanks, under the direction of the Secretary of the F ary 
and whose correspondence and all other proceedings shal! be 
deemed official, and regularly filed and kept, with other papers 
of the Treasury Department. 

fue 4. And be it further enacted, That said superintendent 
shall receive an annual compensation of $3,508, 


Bro. 5. And be, 7 further enacted, That no bank shall be 


continued or her selected asa depository of the public 
money, unless su ank shall expressly stipulate that all cor- 
respond ence or proceadings between sald banks and the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, or between said backs and the said super- 
intendent, and any other person or persons, touching said de- 
posite and disbursements, shall be open atall times to the ine 
spection or examination of either Honse af Congress. 


Mr. PEYTON addressed the House at great iength in suport 
ofhisamendment, and in the course of his remarks he called 
upon Mr. ApAMs to maks a statement in relanon to a reportof 
the minority of the Bank Investigating Committee in 1932. 

Mr. THOMAS made soma remarks in reply to Mr. PEY- 
TON, 

Mr. ADAMS rose, and was proceeding with his remarks, 
when 

Mr. ANTHONY raised a point of order, that it was not in 
order to go into an examination of the Investigating Commit. 
tees report in 1832. 4 

Mr, CHAMBERS of Kentucky moved that Mr. Apams have 
leave to proceed in his remarks; and the question being taken 
by tellers. there was no quorum found voting. 

Mr. GHOLSON moved that the committee rise and report 
the fact to the House, which was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER having resumed the Chair, the chair- 
nian reported the fact that the Cornminee of the Whole had 
found itself without a quorum, 

Mr. HANNEGAN moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and were—~yras 36. nays 93. i 

So the House refused to adjourn. 
fe ee being a quorum in attendance, the Chairman resumed 

e chair. 


The question pending when the committee rose, was on - 


OEEO meneame 


A PRES 5 AREA hes NET 


granting leave-to Mr, ADAMS to proceed, which motion was 
agreed to. . ` 

one. ADAMS then ‘procesied and concluded hie statement, 
ani was :aplied to by Mr. THOMAS. 

Mr. PEYTON then coociuded bie remarks; when ~ 

Mr. HAMER obtained the floor, and addressed the commit. 
teeat some length in reply to the gentleman from Tennesses, 

Mr. WISE next addressed the committee at some lergth in 
reply to the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. MARTIN made some remarks in reply to the gentleman 
from Tennessee, (Mr. Peyton) and the gentleman from Virgie 
nia (Mr. Wise.) ` 

Mr. FAIRFIELD made a few remarks in reply to the gem 
tleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Peyton.) 

Mr. MARTIN then made some few remarks in reply to the 
remarks of the gentleman from Tennessee. 

The amendmeet of Mr. PEYTON was then disagreed to. 

Mr. GARLAND of Lonisiana moved an-amendment, pro- 
viding that the money which shall be in the Treasury on the 
1st January; 1838, shall be deposited with the several States: 

Ort, 

Mr. LAWRENCE moved an amendment, raising the salaries 
of the clerks in the office of the Clerk of the House of Repre» 
sentatives: agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the committee rose and 
reported to the House. 

The SPEAKER having resumed the Chair, and the ehair- 
man reported, 


On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, 
The House adjourned at 5 o'clock, A. M. 


IN SENATE, 
Frenay, March 3, 1837. 

The CHAIR laid before the Senate some communieations 
from the War Department, in answer toa resolution of the 28th 
inst, transmitting a number of documents relative to the Topo- 
graphical Bureau; which were laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. g 

The standing committees of the Senate were discharged from 
the further consideration of all subjects which had been refer. 
red to them. 

Mr. HENDRICKS offered a resolution (which wasconsiderad 
and agreed to) to allow Mr, Haight, the assistant door deeper, 
$300 extra for hia services as postmaster of the Senate. 

Mr. WALKER offered a resolution (which was adopted) that 
'he Senate should proceed to the election of a printer at two 
o'clock. : 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, on leave, introduced a bill for the relief 
of William Park; which was read a firat time, and ordered to a’ 
second reading. i 

The following bills were read the third time and passed: 

The act giving the assent of Congress to the act of the Legis- 
lature of Virginia, entitled an act to amend the act to incorpo- 
rate the Falmouth and Alexandria rail road company. 

The bill granting an increase of pension to W, C. Hamilton. 

The bill authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to place the 
name of J. C. Swift on the navy pension list. 

The bill for the relief of Philip F. Boree. 

The bill to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury te com- 
promise the claims of the United States on the Alleghany Bank 
was returned from the House with an amendment; which was 
concurred in by the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Senate went into the con. 
sideration of Executive business, and, after some time was 
spent therein, the doors were re-opened. 

‘The following resolution was offered by Mr. PRESTON: . 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 
quested, as soon as heshallhaveacted finally on the proceedings 
of the Military Court of Inquiry, lately held at Frederick, in 
Maryland, to transinit a copy thereof to the Senate, or to tha 
Secretary of the Senate, ifthe Senate be not in session, and that 
the Secretary canse (he same to he printed, without delay, and 
transmitted ta the Senators respectively. 

Mr. BENTON remarked that he had some doubt ag to 
whether the President, possessed the power to have published 
the proceedings of a Court of Inquiry; and he thought there 
were cases m which a Chief Magistrate had refused to do it. 
In Cases of Courts Martial, he believed the President had exer- 
cised the power. Mr. B. thought the whole of the proceedings 
of the Court af inquiry should be published in aw euthentle 


form. He, however, had no objection to the consideration of 


with sundry amendmente: after a few words from Mr. CAL. 

HOUN and Mr. WRIGHT, relative to the amendment allowing 

an additional compensation to clerks in some of the Depart- 

ments—the first contending against it, and the latter for it—ahie 

and aJlthe other amendments were concuyredin by the 8e- 
» 


nate. > 

Mr. WRIGHT said that the Mouse had insisted upon their 
non-concurrence in the amendment, made by the Senate to the 
biil fmaking appropriations for fortifications, and they had re- 
turned the papers to this body. J¥e, therefore, moved thatthe 
Senate ask a conference with the House, and tbat the Chair ap- 
poiat a committee. A 

The CHAIR accordingiy appointed tha following gentlemen: 
Messrs. WRIGHT, WEBSTER. and PARKER. 

Mr. WRIGHT offered the following resolution; which was 
considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the resolution of the Senate of the Sth day 
of January. 1930, be, and the same is- hereby rescinde? and 
that the Secretary of the Senate be, and he hereby is authorized 
to appointthres clerks, in addition to those now authorized by 
law. to be amploved in his office, whose respective salaries 
shall not exceed $1 500 each perannum, to continue until the 
erndof the next seasion of Congress, and no longer. 

Rs + USTER offered the following order, which was 
adonted: 

Ordered, That when the annual statement of the commerce. 
and navigation af the United States shall be prepared and com- 
pleted at the Treasury, the Secretary of the Senate shall cause 
the usual number to be printed, and sent by mail te the meme 
bers of the Senate,. unless sorne joint resolution respecting the 
printing thereof be passed at the present session of Congress. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER the Senate in pursuance of the 
resolution adopted this morning preceeded to the. election ofa 
printer and the first ballot resulted as follows: Fifty votes were 
given of which twenty-six were necessary to a cholee; of 


Blair and Rives had - k 
Galea and Seaton . . Sie š . ‘ 

- Thomas Allen + Ei a ee ee a 
Blank + Ber we, ee y a #2 


_ So that Blair and Rives were declared to be duly elected. - 

The fenate then at 3’o’clock took a recess until half past four, 

EVENING SESSION. > 
„The CHAIR communicated a report from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, on the subjectof the annual statement of com- 
merce and navigation of the United States for the year ending 
Desember 31, 1836; stating that it could not be completed” in 
time to be sent is before the adjournment of. Congress, but that 
jt would be ready within a few days thereafter, and suggesting 
the propriety of having it printed under the direction of the 

Secretary, and transmitted by him to the members. 

The resolution suemitted by Mr. WEBSTER on this subject, 
and given above, was then adopted. 

Mr. WALL woved to take up the resolution submitted by him 
some days ago, and laid on the table, authorizing the purchase 
of. certain books for the several commitiee rooms of the 
Senate. 

Alr. HUBBARD called for the yeas and nays on the question; 
which were accordingly ordered, and the motion was rejected 
py the following voie: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Davis, Ewing of Ilinois, Ewing of 
Ohio. Kent, Linm Lyon, McKean, Moore, Niles, Norvell, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Robbins, Sevier, Southard, Spence, and Wall—IS. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Cathoun, Clay- 
ton, Cuthberi, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard. King of 
Alabama, King of Georgia, Morris, Mouton, Nicholas. Page, 
Rives, Robinzon Ruggles, Suange, Swift, Talimadge, Walker, 
ant White—24, 

On motion of Mr..BENTON, the Senate then went into the 
consideration of Execuúve business; and when the decors were 
opened, i 

The pill Incorporating the Fire Insurance Company of 
Georgetown was returned from the House with various amend- 
meats, in which the Senate concurred. 

The bil! for the more equitable administration of the navy 
pension fund, revurned from the House with an amendment, 
was, on motion of Mr, SOUTHARD, referred to the Commit 
tee on Commerce for their examination. {t was afterwards 
reporiel from the comunittee, with their recommendation 
that the Senate disagree to the amendment of the House, and 
the Senate did accordingly disagree, 

Mr. DAVIS, irom the Commi tee on Commerce, to which 
had been referred the amenirment of the House to the bili mak- 
ing appropriations for certain harbors for the yearl837, report- 
ed that the committee had examined the same, and recommend- 
ed the concurrence of the Senate in them, and the Senaie ac- 
cordingly concurred. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, the forty-serenth rule of the Senate 
was # far rescinded as to allow Senators to introduce ladies on 
t he foor without the bar of the Senate. 

Mr.. WRIGHT rose and said that the House of Representa- 
tives had determined in adhering to their disagreement to the 
amendmentof tha Senate to the. fortification bill, He would 
not at this late hour take up the time of the session with any 
unnecessary remarks, as every thing connected with the subject 
was perfectly understood by every member of the body. He 
‘would content himself with simply moving that the Senate on 
their hak adhere to their disagreement; and on this question he 
asked for the yeas 


of Illinois, Fulton, 
of Georgia, Linn, 
Page, Parker, Rives, Robi 
Tallmadge, Walker, Wall, 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, C 
Davis, Ewing of Onto, Hent 
Moore, Morris, Prentiss, Preston, Robbin 
Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, Webster, and White—23. : 

A message was received from the House, that they insist on 
their amendment, to which the Senate had disagreed, to the bill 
for the more equitable administration of the navy pensiog 
fund; which was, on motion of Mr. RIVES, referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, who recommended that the Sen- 
ate recede from their disagreement, and the Senate receded ac- 
tordingly. > 

Mr. PRESTON offered a resolution; which was ag reed to, to 


y, Clayton, Crittenden, 
night, McKean, 


- give Jobn Jamieson $200 out of the contingent fund, on ac- 


count of an injury received by him, whilst in the disc.arge of 
kis public duties. 

Mr, HUBBARD snbmitied a joint resolution, providing for 
the appointment of acommittee, to join such committee as may 
be appointed on the part of the House of Representatives, to 
wait onthe President of the United States, and inform him that 
the two Houses having fini hedithe business before them, were 
ready to adjourn the'present session of Congress. This resolu- 
tion was agreed to, and sent to the House for concurrence, 

Mr. KING of Alabama, the President pro tem. having tem- 
poracily left the Chair, . 

Mr. DAVIS submitted the following resolution, which was 
unanimonsly adopted: 

Resolved That the thanks ofthe Senate be tendered to the 
honorable Wintiam R. Kine, President pro tempore, for his 
late impartial and dignified services as presiding officer. 

My. SOUTHARD maved to take up the memorial presented 
by him some days since from the Cherokee Indians, for the 
purpose of printing the memorial. Loot. i 

Mr KING of Georgia objected to the printing, on the ground 
of there being no object in printing, but to keep upan unne- 
cessary excitement. 

My. SOUTHARD warmly advocated the 
for the yeas and naya, 

‘After some remarks from Messrs. KING of Georgia, BU- 
CHANAN, WALKER, and WEBSTER, thesquesiion was 
taken, and the Senate re‘used tò take up the mem . 

On motion of Mr. SOUTHARD, leave was granted to the 
memiorialists to withdraw their memoriat, i 

Mr: FUBBARD, from the Juint Committee appointed to wait 
onthe President, and inform him thatthe two Houses of Con- 
gress, having finished the business before them, were now ready 
tọ adjourn, unless he had some further communication to make, 


motion, and asked 


reported that. they had performed the duty assigned them. and 
were answered by the President that he had no other official 
eommunication to make, but that he had charged -him to say 
that it was the wish of-hisheayt that each member of Congress 
might enjoy health and prosperity in this world, and happiness 
in the next. 5 
On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, 


The Senate then adjourned sine die. : 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, March 3, 1837. - 
Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Comidtee of Claims, 


reported a bill for the relief óf Hugh MeDonnald: tead twice 
and committed. 

Mr. W. a'so made a great number of unfavorable reports. 

Mr. DARLINGTON, from the Committee of Claims, report- 
ed a bill for the relief of Charles Beli: read twice and com- 
mitted. 

FRENCH SPOLIATIONS PRIOR TO 1600. 

Mr, HOWARD gaid that he was instructed by the Committee 
on Foreign Afairs, to which were referred numerous memo- 
rials from claimants for French spoliations prior to 1800, to move 
that a jist of those claimanis, which he held in his hand, be 
printed for the use of the House. Tt had been asserted by those 
| opposed to the claims, that ihey were chiefly in the hands of 

speculators, Who had purchased them ata small price, avd 

were therefore not entitled to as much justice as the original 
sufferers would have been. The coramittee had endeavored to 
| elaseify the petitioners, and the reault would show that there 


was hite or no foundation for this opinion. When the names 
should be printed, he hoped the members of the House would 
test its accuracy by examining the namesof the claimants in 
the several Siates. v 

Mr. IL sad he would add upon his individual responsibility, 
as a member of ihia House, that, from a laborious investii 
tion, he was satisfied of the intringic justice of ‘hese claima, and 
believed that they must, end would, he paid ai some time or 
other. As far as his voice could reach, he encouraged the 
claimants to persevere, and not suffer their energy to he over- 
come by the long delay which had been heretofore painfully, 
and, he would add, unjustly experienced. 

The following is an abstract of the list: 
Aperract of petitioners on account of French Spoliations prior 

to 1800, and whose memorials are now before Congress, viz: 


from the State of Maine, 69 
“ New Hampshire, 58: 
“ Vermont, 2 
“ Massachusetts, ROR 
« Rhode Island, 5 
“ Connecticut, 66 
“ New York, 101 
“ New Jersey, 4 
n Pennsylvania, 106 
“ Delawnre, 5 
x Maryiand, 124 
« District of Culumbia, 2 
“ Virginia, 49 
tt North Carolina, ya) 
i South Carolina, 27 
« Gaorgia, 3 
§ Kentucky, 3 
“ Ohio, 6 
“ Alabama, 2 
as Mississippi, 1 
« Lonisiana, 2 
7 Missouri, > j 
“ Indiana, 1 

Total, 956 x 


And the following appears to be a proper classification ef the 
above stated petitioners, viz: 


Petitions of ovigival claimants in their own right, 445 
fe of adminis’ rators, 107% 3 
“of executors, 13} au 
“for heirs, 37 z 
t for estates, 45 | g 
& assurviving parmers, 79% 
n as guardians, 2 7p S 
“ widows for estates, 4j Bes 
s as assignees of bankrupts 3 
and as trustees of ! 
soivents, 52} 
— 439 
“u of insursnce companies, as assignees of 
original claimants, for losses covered 
by insurance, 18 
af of original claimants, 
others,” 13 
t do do “ by attorney,” 23 
n de do thy agent,” 18 
Total . : * s 


The motion of Mr. H. was agreed to without a division. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Commi onthe Judiciary, made 
a report of the testimony taken by that committee in the case of 
Judge Thruston, and moved that it be laid on the table and 
printed; which was ordered. 

Mr. LAWRENCE asked leave ta offer a resolution allowin, 
members to lay such petitions as were in their possession, an 
they desired to present, on the table, and entered on the jour- 
nal; but i: was objected to, 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union were discharged from the 
farther congideratinn of the bill from the Senate, entitied “ An 
act to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to compromise 
the elaim of the United States on tre Allegany Bank of Penn 
zylvania;” and the same having been brought Into the House, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG proposed a substitute, which was 
agreed to, and the bill haring been engrossed was read a thiid 
time and passed. 

(The tide of the subsitute was as follows “ An act authoriz- 
ing the proper officer of the Treasury Department to credit the 
account of the Treasurer of the United States, with the ameunt 
of utivailable funds, &c.”} ‘ p 

Mr. HUNTSMAN. from the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Marthy Kingsbury: read 
twice and committed. Pe yas F 

Mr. WISE, fromthe select committee appointed to inquire 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


l 


, made a final report thereon; 
on the table and be printed. ita 
_ Mr. BRIGGS, on leave, submutted_a resolution to pay the 

little boys an.extra compensation (of $250 for: the sesgion) in 
addition to their pay of $t 50 a day; which, after being amend: 
ed so as to mrlude messengers, and others, on motions of 
Messrs. WARDWELL, GRENNELL, and BELL, and after 
same remarks from Messrs. McLENE, CONNOR, HARPER. : 
RENCUER, and A. H. SHEPHERD, ? 

Mr. RENCHER moved that the Clerk be directed to pa 
them #100 extra; and, after some remarks from Mr. McKEN. 
NAN, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved the previous question; but.eub- 
sequenily withdrew n, and the subject being 1urther discussed, : 
Mr. HOWELL moved to lay the resolution as.modified and 
amended on the table, and asked for the yeas and nayd on that 
motion, burthe House refused to order them, and algo refused 

tolay the subject on the table, 

My. McKENNAN then demanded the previous question, 
which was seconded; ayes 8, noes 42, and the main question 
oriered. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina asked for the-yeas and 
nays on the sdupuon of the resolutione but they were refused, 
and the resolutions were agreed to., 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to proceedto the orders of the 
day, being the consideration of the appropriation bids. : 

Mr. MERCER moved a suspension of the rales, for the pur- 
pose ofsubmiuing aresolution reported from the Committee 
on Roads and Canals, to rescind ihe Léth.joint resolution ofthe 
two Houses, so as to send to the Senate the bill to provide for . 
the election and purchase of sites for marine hospitals on the 
western waters, butthe motion was rejected without a count, 

The Tiouse then passed to. the ‘ 

ORDERS OF THE DaY. - 

Gn motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House took up the 
“bih making appropriations fi the civil and diplomatic expen» 
ses of the Government for the yeur 1837,” which bad been re- 
ported from the Commitee of the Whole with sundry arende 
ments, at half past 5 o'clock this morning. 

The amendment making an appropriation of $16,000 for E 
Galesand Seaton’s Debates, for the uss of members, was taken ` 
up separately, è 

Mr. UNDERWOOD calied fur ihe yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. RENCHER then moved to amend the amendment b 
providing that these books be deposited in the library, whic! 
was disagreed to, and the amendment of the Committee ofthe | 
Whole was concurred in. 

The amendment increasing the salaries of the clerks of the 
two houses of Congress, was taken up separaiely, and, after 
same remarks by Mr. RENCHER, was concurred m. 

The amendment of the Commitee of the Whole proposing to: 
reduce the-salary of ihe Surveyor General of Arkansas from 
$2000 to $1500, was disagreed to--syes 638, nots 34, : ae 

The amendment of the Senate, increasing the item for contin» - 
gent expenses of foreign intercourse from $12,000 to $30,008, 
was disagreed to by the Commitce of the Whole, and after 


some remarks by Messrs. HOWARD, JENIFER, and A. H. 
SHEPHERD), the amendment of the Committee of the Whole 
was disagreed to, ; 

The other various amendments of the Committee of the 
Whole were concurred in. and the question recurring on the 
amendmen 


concurrence Jn the Senate’. 
The amendment ince 
various Execmtive De 
Mr. RENCHER 
of concurrence in ih 
ordered. 


were 
= 


. HAMER, THOMPSON, C. 
OR, HARDIN, MANN of N. 


concurring inthe amendment of the Senate, increasing the sala- 
ries of the clerks in the Executive Departments, and decided in 
the afirmative—yeas 100, nays 83. k 
So the amendment of the Sentate was concurred in, 

Ati the other amendments of ihe Senate were then concurred 
in by the onse. 

FORTIFICATION BILL--DISTRIBUTION OF THE 

REVENUE. 

The House then, on motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, took up 
the “bill making appropriations for certain fortifications of the 
United Sta ar the year 1637.” ` 

‘his bill had been passed by the House with an additional 

section providing for the distribstion of the surpius revenue, 
{as before given,} the Senate had ck out this section, and 
yeturned ic to the House, The House then greed to the 
amendment of the Senais si ent the G, returned the 
bill tothe Senate with th greement, and the Senate had 
again sent it back. “jus g on their amendment. 

Mr. BELL moved that this House do insist upon thelr disa- 
greement. i 

Mr. HAW NES said he 
i of the ion pì 
oper 


regrette ingly that the lata; pee 
ofhia power, with due regard 
House. to express the ‘views he | 
ix momentous subject. Bui, uncer the cireum- 
rounded bim, he would confine himself to a 
observations of the honorable gentleman from 
\ That gentleman had adveried to the 
f revenue fail peculiarly within the pro- 
3. But what is the question we are now call- 
ce? Itdoes not rejate either ta the creation or 
ordivary expenditure of the revenue. It is, whether this Bouse 
shall insi i 


ist upon retaining their proposition to distribute to, or 
deposite with, the States, a large portion of the public revenue. 
Upon such a question the Senate was peculiarly qualified te 
decide, as they represent the very rates with which the proe 
position of the House provides to deposite the public money. 
If there is any body on the face of the earth peculiarly qualified 
to decide such a question, it isthe Senate. Andif that body 


E ma 
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éver made a:decision- especially entitled ta. respect, it isthe de- 
cision now in‘queation. i 
. HUNTSMAN then demanded the previous. question, 
which was seconded by the House—ayes 122, noes not counted, 
and the main question ordered without à division. N 

Mr. McKIM asked for the yeas and nays on the main question, 
which were ordered. 


Mr. RENCIIER moved a call of the House and asked for the | 


yeas and nays, but they were refused, and the motion for a call 
of the House was rejected. 

The main question being “that this House do insist on its 
disagreement: with ‘the amendment of the Senate, was then 
propounded, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 104, nays 88, 
as follows: ‘ è i 

YEAS—Messrg. Adams, Chilton Atlan, Heman Allen, Bailey, 
Beli Bond, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, Bunch, Jolm Cathoon, 
Wiliam B. Calhoun, Campbell, Carter, Casey, George Cham- 
bera, John Chambers, Childs, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Clark, 
Connor, Corwin, Crane, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, Deber- 
ry, Denny, Elmore, Evans, Everett, Fowler, French, Rice Gar- 
land, Graham, Granger, Grayson, Griffis, Hiland Hail, Hard, 
Tardin, Harlan, Harper, Hawes, Hazeltine, Heister, Herod, 
Hoar, Hopkins, Howell, Hunt, Ingersoll, William Jacksun, 
Janes, Henry Johnson, Kennon, Kilgore, Lane, Lawrence, Lay, 
Thomas Lee, Luke Lea, Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Lyon, Job 

` Mann; Sampson Mason, Maury, May, McCarty, McComas, Me- 
Kennan, Mercer, Milligan, Montgomery, Morris, Parker, Pear- 
gun, Pettigrew, Phillips, Pickens, Potts, Reed, Rencher, Jebn 
Reynolds, Richardson, Robertson, Russell, Wilham B. She- 
pard, Augustine H; Shepperd, Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Stan- 
heier, Storer, Sutherland, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Uun- 
derwood, Vinton, Washington, White, Blisha Whittlesey, Lew- 
is Williams, and Sherrod Williama—106. 

NAY S—Messrs, Anthony, Asb, Barton, Beale, Bean, Black, 
Bovee, Boyd, Burns, Cambreleng, Chapman, Chapin, John X. 
TL Claiborne, Craig, Cramer, Cushman, Doubleday, Drom- 

dole, Dunlap, Fairfield, Fanin, Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, James 
Garland, Gholson, Glascock, Haley, Hamer, Hannegan, Albert 
G, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Howard, MWubley, Jun- 
tington, Huntsman, Ingham, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Ktingensmith, Lansing, Lawler, Gi- 
deon Lee, Joshua Lee, Leonard, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Abijah 
Mann, Martin, William Mason, Moses Mason, McKay, McKeon, 
McKim, MeLene, Miller, Mullenberg, Tage, Parks, Patterson, 
Patton, Franklin Pierce, Dutee J. Pearce, Phelps, Pinckney, 
Joseph Reynolds, Rogers, Schenck, Seymour, Shields, Shinn, 
Rickles, Smith, Sprague. Taylor, Thomas, John Thomson, Tur 
rill, Vanderpoel, Ward, Wardwell, Thomas T, Whittlesey, and 

ell—88, 

Bo the Totise insisted on itits disagreement. 

bay HARBOR BILL. 

On motion of Mr. SOUTHERLAND, the Monse then resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
Mr. SMITH in the Chair, and on motion of the former gen- 
aoe took up the amendments of the Senate to the harbor 


The amendment of the Senate in relation to the Delaware 
breakwater being taken up, 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana renewed the amendment oflered 
by him on yesterday to another dill, proposing to appropriate 
$70,000 for the erection of a marine hoapi(al in the city of New 
Orleans, and 

Mr. FRENCH renewed his amendment to the amendment, ap 
proprialing $15,009 for the selection and purchase of suitable 
sitea for marine hospitals on, the western waters, not exceeding 
three on the Mississippi, three on the Okio, and one on Lake 
Erie, for the use and benefit of such seamen and boatmen; 
which was agreed to-—ayes 80, noes 45, 

Me. LYON moved further to amend the proposed amend- 
ment by appropriating ten thousand dollars for a marine hospi- 
tal in the city of Mobile. 

Mr. L. insistedthat the same reasons which had been urged 
by the gentleman from Louisiana, (Mr. Johnson) in support of 
his amendment, applied with equal force to. Mobile, Phat city 
was known to be increasing in popaladon, wealth and business 
with great rapidity. tt was situated ina climate regarded as 
somewhat unhealthy at certain seasons, but its immense trade 
required the employment of seamen and beatmen al. all seasons 
of the year, and if hospitals were to be provided for sick sea 
mun and boatmen at the expense of the Government at any 
poiats, he regarded the southern cities as the places 
entitled to notice. ‘Khe amount he had proposed wa 
and he hoped his amendment would not be 
amendment prevailed without a division. 

Mr. PIILLIPS moved a general appropriation of $150,000, 
to cover a suspension of the twenty per cent. hospital mo- 
ney for one year; which, after some remarks from Messrs, 
PHILLIPS, CRAIG, PINCKNEY, aad PARKER, was agreed 
to -ayes 75, noes 52. 

Mr. McKAY moved a further amendracnt, appropriating 
$15,000 for the erection of a marine hospital at Pordand, 
Maine, $11,000 for one at Wilminagion, North Carolina, and a 
like sum for one at Newport, Rhode Island: lost, 

Mr, LOVE proposed a sum of $50,050 for the purchase of a 
site, and the erecilea of a marme hospital at Bufule, New 
York: “Lost without'a division. 

Mr. JARVIS then moveda proviso that the expenditures for 
the purchase ofsites and the erection of marine hospitals at 
New Orleans and Mobile, should uot excesd the sums appro- 
priated; which was agreed to. 

‘The amendment of Mr, JOHNSON, as amended, was then 
concurred in, 

Mr. DUNLAP moved a proviso’ that one of the hospitals to 
be erected on the Mississippi should be at Memphis, Tennes- 
see, and that $20,000 be appropriated for that purpose. Lost. 

The gnestion recurring on the amendment of the Senate, ag 
amended, aftey son marks from M . CHILDS, HUNTS. 
MAN, JOHNSON of Louisiana, and CRAIG, it was concurred 


an, 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky moved a verbal amendment to 
the clause appropriating 55,000 for continuing the improvement 
ef Cumberland river in Kentucky and Tennessee; which was 
agreed to. 7 

The next amendment of the Senate considersd was the one 
appropriating the snm of $300,000 jor the benefit of the citizens 
of Alexendria, D. C. te ald thom in completing their public 
works, and for debts already incurred thereon 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved an amendment, providing for 
the protection of the harbor of Georgetown, by prohibiting ob- 
stiuctions being throwa therein. * 

Mr. BOULDIN said he knew there were but few hours left 


to'transact business this session. He knew that we. are the 
uatdians of the. people of this District. He knew that of all 
the hours devoted to etheis during the session, or thrown away, 
not one had fallen te the lot of the District. As a member of 
the committee, he felt that the people of Alexandria had a right 
to expect him'to do and to say what he could for them, But 
what could he do. or what time did he have to say any thing, in 
their behalf? None. He would only say that he had examined 
inte the matter. He knew nothing ef such work of his own 
knowledge; but he had _inquited into their grievances, and re- 
viewed the legjglation of Congressin relation to Alexandria. He 
would be hel sponsible for the correctness of the opinion, 
that Alexandria had suffered not only neglectin the litle atten- 
tion the District had ever got from Congress when compared 
with the balance of the District, but actual injustice. i 

After some remarks from Messrs. CAVE JOHNSON, W. 
B, SHEPARD, VINTON, and MERCER, the amendment was 
agreed to. X 

She amen:Imentof the Senate, so amended, was then concur- 
red in—ayes 81, noes 49. . 

Mr. HANNEGAN meved an amendment declaring Logans- 
por, in the State of Indiana, a pert ofentry, and appropriating 
a sum of $50,008: for the removal of obstructions in the naviga- 
tion of the Great Wabash river: lost. ~ 

TheWas then laid aside to be reported to the House. j 

JUDICIAL SYSTEM OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Z On motion of Mr, THOMAS, the committee then took up the 
"Senate bill, entitled “an act supplementary te the act, entitled 
an act to amend the judicial system of the United States.’ 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved a substitute for the whole bill, 
being the House bill, and went on, at some length, to explain its 
provisions. 

Mr. POLK followed in support of the original bill, when 
Mr. THOMAS obtained the floor. 


The bour of three having arrived, the committee rose, and © 


the House took the usual recess till half past 4 o'clock, 


(EVENING SESSION. ] 

On the re-assembling of the Fouse it went into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole, as a matter of course, on the bill to amend 
the judiciary system of the United States. 

The question pending was onthe substitute offered by Mr 
ROBERTSON, 

The debate was continued by Messrs. THOMAS, ROBERT- 
SON, TIOAR, BELL and LINCOLN, when the amendment of 
Mr. ROBERTSON was disagrees to. 

Mr. ANTHONY moved an amendment, to change the time 
of meeting at Williamsport, Pennsylvania, which was dis- 
agreed to. 

“Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, afier some remarks, moved 
ai amendment making a change in the sixth judical district: 
ost, 

Mr. GARLAND them moved an amendment providing for 
the appointment ofa judge for the western district of Louisiana. 

On motion of Mr. WARDWELL, the committee rose and 
reported the two bilis to the House. 

The SPEAKER having resumed the Chair, and the chair- 
man of the committee haying reported the harbor and judiciary 
bills to the House, 

The “harbor vill? was taken up, and the chairman prepound- 
ed the question on concurring with the Committee of the 
Whole in their amendments thereto, 

ð Mr. MANN of New York demanded the previous question, 
‘st! but subsequently withdrew it. 

The amendments of the Committee of the Whole were then 
agreed to, and the amendments of the Senate, as so amended, 
were also concurred in. 

JUDICIARY BILL. 
r The House then took up the bill to amend the judiciary sys. 
tem of the United States, on which 

Mr. HAWES moved the previous question, which was se- 
conded, ayes 111, noes not counted, and the main question was 
ordered without a division. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana asked for the yeas and nays on 

the main question, but the House refused them, and the bill was 
ordered to a third reading without a count, and was then read 
«a third time and passet s 
On motion of Mr. McKENNAN, the House took up the 
amendments of the Committee of the Whole to the amendment 
of the Senate to the bill to continue the Cumberland road; whieh 
was concurred in, 

‘The House then taok up the amendment of the Senate to the 

bill making appropriations for fortifications, which the Senate 
had returned to the House, iusisting on their amendment, and 
asking a conference, 
_ On motion of Mr. BELL, a committee of conference, consist- 
ing of five (amended to three) members were appointed on the 
part of the Hougg, and Mr. Bett, Mr. LAWRENCE, and Mr. 
CAMBRELENG, ab appointed said committee. 

The bill for the’¥elief of George F. Strother was read a third 
ume and passed. 

‘Che bill to incorporate the President and the Directors of the 
Washington and Georgetown Fire Insurance company, was 
read a third time, and passed. 7 

The bil for the more equitable ndininistration of the Navy 
Pension Fund, was read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. MUHLENBERG, [Mr. PIERCE of New 
Hampsbire then temporarily occupying the Chair,} 

RESOLVED, UNANIMOUSLY, That the thanks of this House be 
presented to the honorabie James K. Polk, for the able, dig. 
nified, and important manner with which he has presided over 
its deliberations, and performed the arduous and important 
dunes of the Chair. 

LIGHT-HOUSES. 

On motion of My. SUTHERLAND, the House went into a 
Commiitee of the Whole, Mr. SMITH in the Chair, and took 
up the bill from the Senate, making appropriations for light- 
houses, light boats, beacon lights, buoys, and dolphins, for the 
year 1837.” 

The bill having been gane through, a- variety of amendments 
were submitted, most of which were agreed to. 

Mr. DUNLAP then moved to sirike out the enacting clause 
of the bill, on the ground, he said, of the incongruity of the body 
orthe bil with the second section thereof. The second section 
wasin the following words: > 

“Sge. 2. And be it further enacted, That none of the 
light-houses, beacon-lights, or buoys, the erection or construc- 
“on of which is provided for in the pieceding section, shall te 
commeuced untan examination shall have been made, under 
the authority of the Secretary of the Treasury, for the purpose 
„Of ascertaining whether the proper site has been “selected, and 


whether public convenience demands the erection or construc- 
tion thereof. Andin every case in which. such censtruction 
shall not, after due examination, appear to him to te demand- 
ed by public convenience, it shall be his duty to report the 
facis appearing in every such case to the next Congress.” 

Mr. D. then commented, with considerable warmth, upon 
the inconsistency of this clause with the body of the bill, which 
positively located the works in question: . 

After some futher remarks from Messrs. PEARCE of Rhode 
Island and UNDERWOOD, the motion of Mr. DUNLAP: 
was rejected, and the bill was Jaid aside to be reported to the 
mouse, 

Mr. WARD then moved that the committee take up the Se- 
nate bill to increase the military establishment of the United 
Sta wa and for other purposes; which was agreed to—ayes 74, 
noes 65. 

The bill was then read, (its provisions and details have been 
heretofore sufficiently given in the proceedings of the Senate,) 
and taken up by sections, 

Mr. HAWES offered a proviso, that no officer should be ap- 
pointed from the graduates of the West Point Academy. 

Mr. HAWES was proceeding to address the committee on 
his amendment, when he gave way to enable the SPEAKER 
to resume the Chair, and sign some enrolled bills. ~ 
FORTIFICATION MUDRI RIBUMON OF THE SUR- 

PLUS. 

Mr. BELL then asked the general consent of the House te 
make a report from the Committee of Conference. 

Leave being gramed— 

Mr. BELL rose and said: Mr. Speaker, the Committee of Con- 
ference, appointed on the part of this House to meet a similar 
committee appointed by the Senate on their motion, upon the 
subject of the disagreeing votes of the two Houses in relation to 
the amendment ofthe Senate which proposed to strike fromthe 
“bill making appropriations for certain fortifications of the Uni- 
ted States for the year 1837, and for other purposes,” that clause 
proposing to distribute the surplus revenue on the first day of 
January next, report that they have performed the duty as- 
signed them, and have come to no agreement. Mr. B. therefore 
felt it his duty to repart this fact to the House, that it might, if it 
chose, at this period of the setting, proceed to take such other 
ateps as it should think proper, and he now moved that thi 
House do adhere to iheir disagreement. : 

Mr. HAWES asked for the yeas and nayson this motion; 
which were ordered, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved that the House recede {which 
motion took precedence of thé other}  _ 

Mr, FRENCH asked for the, yeas and nays on this motion, 
which were ordered, and were~yeas 82, nays 97, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Ash, Barton, Beale, Beaumont, 
Bockee, Bovee, Royd, Cambreleng, Chapin, Craig, Cramer, 
Crary, Cushman, Doubleday, Dromgoole,» Dunlap, Farlin, 
Fowler, Fuller, Galbraith, James Garland, Gholson, Grantland, 
Haley, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Ilannegan, Albert G. Harrison, 
Hawkins, Holt, Howard, Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, Jar- 
vis, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, Lansing, 
Lawler, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Leonard, Loyal Lucas, 
Abijah Mann, William Mason, Moses Mason, McKay, McKeon, 
McKim, McLene, Miller, Muhlenberg, Page, Parks, Patterson, 
Patton, Franklin Pierce, Dutee J. Pearce, Phelps, Pinckney, 
Joseph Reynolds, Rogers, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Smith, 
Sprague, Taylor, Thomas, John Thomson, Turrill, Wander- 
[oeh went Wardwell, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Wise, and 

Telg. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, Bel, 
Bond, Borden, Beuldin, Bunch, John Calhoon, Campbell, Gar. 
ter, “Casey, John Chambers, Childs, Nath, H. Claiborne, Clark, 
Connor, Corwin, Crane, Cushing, Dawson, Deberry, Denny, 
Elmore, Everett, Forester, French, Rice Garland, Graham, 
Granger, Graves, Grayson, Griftin, Hiland Hall, Ward, Hardin, 
Harlan, Harper, Samuel S. Harrison, Hawes, Hazeltiae, Heis- 
ter, Merod, Hopkins, Howell, Hunt, Ingersoll, Janes, Jenifer, 
Henry Johnson, Kilgore, Lane, Lawrence, Lay, Luke Lea, 
Lewis. Lincoln, Love, Lyon, Job Mann, Sampson Mason, Man. 
ty, May, McCarty, McComas, McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, 
Montgomery, Parker, James A. Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, 
Peyton, Phillips, Pickens, Potts, Reed, Renchor, John Rey- 
nolds, Richardson, Robertson, William B. Shepard, Augustine 
H. Shepperd, Slade, Standefer, Storer, Sutherland, Taliaferro, 
Wady Thompson, Turner, Underwood, Vinton, Washington, 
White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, and Sherrod Wil 
liams—97, 

So the Efonse refused to recede. 

The question then recwring upon the motion of Mr. Bent, 
that the House do adhere to ther'disagreement to the Senate’s 
amendment, i 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said, as this was the last vote that could 
be taken on this subject, he had merely to state that if the House 
adhered the bill was lost. [Loud cries of order! order! from 
several parts of the hall; and if Mr. C. did make any addition- 
al remark his voice was entirely drowned by the noise. ] 

Mr. GRANGER, Thechairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means had announced that this bill was lost if the Houge 
adhered: how did he know that? 

Mr. CAMBRELENG [have theassurance from the com- 
mittee on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. BELL remarked that the gentleman’s declaration was a 
most extraordinary one. The committce of three parsons on 
the part of the Senate, or any number of gentlemen of that 
House, might think that, because that committee could come. to 
no agreement, the body it represented might not. But nothing 
could be more true, than that the committee of the Senate could 
not vote for or speak for the whole body of the Senate, or even 
for a majority of it. They spoke, and spoke only, their own 
sentiments; the same as the committee on the partof the House 
spoke their sentiments asa committee. Neither could speak 
or vote for the whole body or a majority.of it, clse why the rie- 
censily, of approving; disapproving, adopting or rejecting their 
report? a 

Whatever conversations might have passed when the two com- 
mittees met, among the members, was, and could he, of course, 
only conjectural, and was, to say the least of it; in character 
rather gratuiicus. ‘They could not pledge themselves for the 
vote of the majority they represented. If, however, we were to 
go into reasoning on probabilities of what might be the result, 
Mr. B. would say there was possibility, nay strong probability, 
for arriving at the conclusion that a sufficient number of Bena- 
tors would change their votes, so as to recede, as he trusted 
they would; nevertheless, he did not feel himself authorized to 
make a response of this dezeription, ‘except in answer. to the 
very extraordinary declaration of the gentleman from New 


York. Mr. B. thought it due to the louse thatitshould sus- | 


tain its its vote, and he hoped they would do se. It. was.true 
that they had no discourtesy to complain of on the part of the 
Senate, but still it was that body which ought now to recede. 
The House was the representatives, the immediate. representa- 
tives, of the great body of the American people; and its. solemn 
opinion, three times expressed, at such a period as the present 
rao, by an overwhelming majority, demanded that it should be 
treated with the utmost de‘erence. Heagain expressed hisear- 
nest hope that it would adhere, 

_ Mr. ADAMS inquired if the gentleman from New York was 
in order in referring to what had taken place before the Com- 
mittee of Conference? ` ere: 
The CHAIR (temporarily occupied by Mr. PIERCE of N. 
H.ysgaid the point ought to have been raised.at-the time. 

Mr. ADAMS had understood the pointof order was made, for 
the gentleman was loudly called to order; and Mr. A. held it to 
be the duty of the Speaker at once to have arrested the remarks. 

The CHAIR had heard no gentleman rise in his place and 
raise the pointof order, or he should have at once entertained it. 

Mr. ADAMS. Was it in order for the gentleman from New 
York to intimidate, or to make remarks for the purpose of in- 
timidating, the members of this House in the vetes.they might 
be about to give? 

The CHAIR had not heard any “intimidation” thrown out by 
the member from New York. 

Mr. ADAMS expressed a hope that no member would be in- 
fluenced by what fell from the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said, gentlemen might take the respon- 
sibility oflosing the fortification bill ifthey pleased.. Upon him 
at feast it would not rest, and he should vote to recede. ` 

Mr. PEYTON would merely call the attention of those mem- 
bers of the present body who were members of the Jast Con- 
gress, to the change taken place in the gentleman’s doctrines 
since.then... On the night of the third of March, when the me- 
morable three million appropriation was lost, the doctrine of 
the gentleman then was very different from what he now inti- 
mated, and which he wished to impress upon the House, with 
¥egard to the course taken by the Senate. What language did 
the gentlemanthen hold? What was then his doctrine? Itwas 
that this House should adhere, even if the bill should be lost, and 
the country left defenceless against the apprehended invasion 
of a foreign foe... Then it was that this House should do its 
duty, and let the odious Senate take the responsibility, and the 
measure was lost. Yee,sir, repeated Mr. P. such was his len- 
guage—lost at the perit of all the dreadful consequences of 
war, and every thing that might be expected from a conflict 
witha foreign enemy, according to the gentleman’s estimate 
of the then perilous conditionof the country, “Let the House 
adhere,” the gentleman then vociferated, “and let the Senate 
assume the responsibility of the Joss of the fortification bill.” 
But now, the majority of that body having changed, the gen- 

tleman’s doctrine has changed with it. Then, ifthe Senate ad- 
hered, the responsibility was to rest upon them; now, if they 
adhered, the responsibility wag to rest upon the House. 

Mr. P. concluded by an earnest hope that the House would 
not recede, for what was the effect of its proposition? Why, 
that millions upon millions of money would be taken from the 
Treasury, or rather from the pet banks, or rather from the 
grasp of the dictator and controller of the pet hanks, and dis- 
tributed among the people to whom it belonged. The effect of 
the Senate’s amendment, was to prevent this from being done. 
That. was the real issue, and the country. would decide, on that 

- issue, Where the responsibility should rest. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL thought it entirely useless to be m- 
dulging in recrimination on this subject. He believed every 
man had made up his mind, and was willing ta assume the re- 
sponsibility, if any there was or would be, in this matter. 

“or his own part he was perfectly ready and willing to take 
hisshare of it. Ie had voted against the proposition engrafted 
on this bill in the first instance, because it contained what he 
believed to be a most obnoxious principle, that of distribution, 
and which, in his opinion, counterbalanced aud overbalanced 

„all the benefits of the fortification bill. He was also willing to 

vote against it again, on the same ground, and to assume his 
share of the responsibility ; but believing that speeches would 
make no converts, he-huped the question would be taken 
without further debate. 

Mr. LANE said it was not his intention to detain the House 
by an examination of the principles of the amendment; he had 
voted too often upon the subject involved not to be understood. 
Be had net only voted for the deposiie bill of the last session, 
but had taken the lead in procuring its timely consideration. 
He had voted, in every instance, in favor of the amendment 

upon. which we are now called to vote for the last time. 

The bill called the deposite bill of the last session, sprang 
from a legitimate source, from one of the standing committees, 
was a bill connected with but a single other provision near of 
kin. It was known, officially known, that a large surplus had 
and would accumulate in the Treasury, beyond the wants of 
the. Government, and there was time for the action of 

Congress, and an apparent. necessity for it. Otherwise, 
.in-the present case, it has been introduced as an amendment to 
the fortification bill; a bill upon which the safety of our 
commerce, our cities, our people, and the national honor de- 
pend—at the close of the session: not a bill of this House, but 
ofthe Senate. The Senate have refused to concur. This House 
hasadhered. The Senate again refuse to concur, and, in all 
due courtesy, have asked a committee of conference. That 
committee fail to agree; andit now remains to be determined, 
whether this House will recede; if itdoes not, the fortification 
bil, so important to the defence of the country, must fall. 

Ifa pertinacious adherenee to the amendment would save the 
amendment, even at the loss of the fortification bill, there 

; would exist some reason for firmness, but the disagreement has 
arrived at that point of legislation when, by the vote now to 
be.taken on the motion to recede, is to decide the fate of both: 
to recede is to pass the fortification bill—to refuse is the loss of 
both. This House must reece, or they sle ‘ther, 

Mr. L. he called upen honorable n pause and 
reflect before they gave such a vote; a vo l pot enly 


puta stop to all the public works now in ad permit 
them to fall into decay, but bight the nalis tand honor 
h of national faith Fix : musi be 


he want.of mouey in the har centive to 


fulfil them. i 
Pin Gid Mr. L3 when does the z 


site. the-sarplus revenue? Notun 
Mr L. said he would call apon honoraire. me 
any necessity existed for such premature acilon t 
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ject ofthe surplus revenue: . The. amendment proposed to-dis- 
tribute in January, 1838, before it can be known whether there 
will be any to distribute. - A- war with Mexico, or a protracted 
one with the Indian tribes, andit-would all be swallowed up for 
national defence. Suppose a large surplus should accumulate, 
there will be ample time for the next Congress to act upon the 
subject before the amendment, ifadopted, could take effect. Sir, 
this House has but a few hours to act; the next Congress 
will havea month. From estimates laid befure them, they will 
be able to act advisedly upon the. subject. ae 

Sir, it has beensaid by honorable members, (and is this the 
only argument put forth for this obstinate adhesion to the amend- 
ment?) that unless it shall be adopted, the money will be Jeftin 
the hands of the Executive, and the pet banks, to corrupt, and 
purchase the banks and the peuple? are gentlemen prepared to 
rest their honor and integrity upon such an argumentan ar- 
gument contradicted by the very amendment it is urged to 
sustain. Suppose the amendment should be adopted, will it, 
can it, have the slightest influence upon the money in the 
Treasury, before the first of Jannary, 1838? will there be one 
dollar mere or less in the hands of the Executive? Will it 
change the suyplusone single farthing? Surely hot: there is 
nosuch provision inthe amendment: to contend for such a pro- 
position would be more than folly; Jt would be madness itself. 
Ys there an honorable geutleman upon this floor who will rise 
and say thatit would produce the slightest change in the amount 
of money in the Treasury; the place to be deposited; the use 
which may be made of it; that would leave it less in the power 
or control of the Executive branch of the Government whose 
duty it is to take charge of it? If any such gentleman has a 
seat upon this floor, (Mr. L, said,) he called upon him “to rise 
and state in what particular such change would take place—no 
one has been found to respond, the preposition is then conceded 
by all. Is it then not our duty to recede, and permit the fortifi- 
cation bill to become a law, and leave the surplus revenue, if 
any, in the hands of the next Congress, to dispose of in such 
manner as in their judgment shall be best calculated to promote 
the publie interest? they will have time and estimates before 
them, and act knowingly upon the subject. 

For these reasons, (Said Mr L.) he should vote to recede, and 
called upon the friends of the fortification bill te follow his ex- 
ample. 

Mr. L. said, before he took his seat, he desired to be dis 
tinctly understood as not having changed his opinion upon the 
subject of a surplus revenue. That while he was fuliy per- 
suaded in his own mind that to pass a law for the purpose of 
collecting a greater revenue from the people than was necessa. 
ry for the reasonable and just expenditures of the Government, 
would be unjust, oppressive, and unconstitutional, he was 
free to state, he had no doubt of the propriety, nay, the 
duty of Congress, when by existing laws there shall be thrown 
into the Treasury more than is required for the purposes 
aforesaid, to return it back to the people in such manner as 
is best calculated to promote the interests of all. To conclude, 
said Mr. L. should he be honored with a seat in the next Con- 
gress, and a surplus revenue found in the Treasury beyond the 
wants of the Government, so far as it depended upon his vote, 
it should be acted upon to meet the just expectations of his 
constituents, 

Mr. MANN of New York expressed a hope that this ques- 
tion was not to be debated again at this late hour, and he there- 
fore demanded the previous question. 

Mr. GLASCOCK. I sccend the motion, for I do hope that 
it will not be debated any more. 

Mr. WISE having called for a 


lers, - 

The demand for the previous question was then-seconded by 
the House—ayes 135, and the main question ordered without a 
division. : 

Mr. BRIGGS asked for the yeas and nays on the main ques- 
tion, Which were ordered, and were yeas 108, nays 87—as fol- 
lows: 

YBAS—Messre. Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, Bailey, 
Bell, Bond, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, Bunch, John Calheon, 
William B. Calhoun, Campbell, Carter, Casey, George Cham- 
bers, John Chambers, Childs, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Clark, 
Connor, Corwin, Crane, Cushing, Dawson, Deberry, Denny, 
Elmore, Evans, Everett, Forester, Fowler, French, Rice Gar- 
land, Graham. Granger, Graves, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, 
Hiland Hall, Hard, Hardin, Harian, Harper, Hawes, Uazeltine, 
Heister, Herod, Hear, Hopkins, Howell, Hunt, Ingersoll, Wil- 
liam Jackson, Janes, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, Kilgore, Law- 
rence, Lay, Thomas Lee, Luke Lea, Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Ly- 
on, Job Mann, Sampson Mason, Maury, May, McCarty, Me- 
Comas, McKennan; McLene, Mercer, Milligan, Montgomery, 
Parker, James A. Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, Peyton, Phil- 
lips, Pickens, Potts, Reed, Rencher, John Reynolds, Richard- 
son, Robertson, William B. Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, 
Slade, Standefer, Storer, Sutherland, Taliaferro, Waddy 
Thompson, Turner, Underwood, Vinton, Washington, White, 
Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, and Sherrod Williams— 


ny 


‘division ef the House by tel- 


NAY¥S—Messrs. Anthony, Ash, Barton, Beaumont, Black, 
Bockee, Lovee, Boyd, Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Chapman, 
Chapin, Craig, Cramer, Crary, Cushman, Doubleday, Drom- 
goole, Dunlap, Fairfield, Farm, Fuller, James Garland, Ghol- 
son, Glascock, Grantland, Haley, Hamer, Hannegan, Albert G. 

Yarrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Howard, Hubley, Hunting- 
ton, Huntsman, Ingham, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, John 
W. Jones; Kennon, Lane, Lansing, Lawler, Gideon Lee, Joshua 
Lee, Leonard, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Abijah Mann, | Martin, 
William Mason, Moses Maton, McKay, McKeon, McKim, Mil- 
lex, Muhlenberg. Page, Parks, Patterson, Patton, Franklin 
Pierce, Dutee J. Pearce, Phelps, Pinckney, Joseph Reynolds, 
Rogers, Shinn, Sickles, Smith, Sprague, Taylor, F homas, 
John Thomsen, Tarrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, wW ard, W ard- 
wet}, Webster, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Wise, and Yell—87. 

So the House determined to adhere to its disagreement to the 
Senate’s amendment, and a message wae sent to that body by 
its Clerk, notifying them of the fact. f 

Mr. MANN of New York then asked leave to submit a mo- 
tion to discharge the Committee of the W hole from the further 
consideration of the bill for the increase of the army. 
he was in favor, be said, of.the biil; yet, being well assnred 
would occupy the whole residue of this session, he would, for 
the purpose of proceeding to other business, move to disch: 
the Committee of the Whole from the further consideratie 
that biil, for the purpose of laying it on the table, 

Bir, CALHOON of Kentucky objected, and consequently t 
Tfouse went into Committee of the Whole again, and Mr. 
HAWES being entitled to the floor, gave way to 


e 


` third time and passed. 


Mr. MANN of New York, on:whdse mẹ 
yas laid aside, not to he veported to the Ho 
On motion of Mr. MANN of New York, the ‘cu 
up: the bill for the appointment of commissioners. te" ad) 
ae to land under the weaty of 1832, with the Choctaw 
ians: : : 
There being no motion to amend, the bill was laid aside te be 
reported to the Ifouse. Aaa à 

The committee then took up the. bill authorizing tha yélin- 
quishment of the 16th section for the use of schools, and thë ern- 
try of other lands in lieu. ` Petaia 

Mr. SHIELDS moved an amendment, providing that. certain 
public lands in the State of Tennessee shall be ceded -tothe 
State, n conoditions therein prescribed. Ta 

After some remarks by Messrs. SHIELDS, GHOLSON 
HARDIN, DUNLAP, and WILLIAMS of North Carojina;: 

_ Mr. MANN of New York moved to lay the bill aside. ~~ 

Mr. GHOLSON inquired if this motion, was in érder? 

The CITAIRMAN decided that it was in order. 

Mr. GHOLSON appealed from that decision, and after some 
remarks by Messrs. GHOLSON, SHIELDS, LOVE, » and 
CRAIG, the appeal was withdrawn; and the motion to- lay ihe 
bill aside, was decided in the affirmative—ayes 92, noes 40. 

On motion of Mr. SUTHERLAND, the committee rose, and 
reported the bill making appropriations for light-houses, light 
boats, &c. and the bill for the appointment of commissioners 
w adjust the claims to land under the treaty with the Choctaw 

ndians. È 

The SPEAKER having resumed the Chair, the bill in réla- 
tion to the Choctaw Indians was read a third. time and passed. 

The House then took up and concurred in the amendments of 
the Committee of the Whole to the light-house bill. x3 

Mr. SUTHERLAND moved the previous question; which 
was seconded by the House, and the main question ordered. 

Mr. STORER called for the yeas.and nays on the passage of 
the bill; which were ordered, aud were—~yeas 108, nays 60. 

So the bill was passed. 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, the House took up the bill from 
the Senate, entitled “an act to continue in force for a limited 
time, the act entitled an act to carry into effect a convention be- 
tween the United States and Spain,” and the same was read a 
third ume and passed. 

Tho bill from the Senate to provide for amoye equitable al. 
ministration of the navy pension find, having been returned to 
the Senate withan amendment, that, body had sent it back dia- 
agreeing with the amendment with the House. 

Mr, JARVIS moved that the House insist upon its amend- 
ment, ms k 
. WISE opposed the motion, Messrs. PARKER and JAR- 
VIS sustained it. 3 

Mr. WISS moved that the House recece from ite amendment, 
which motion was disagreed to; and the metion to ingist waa 
agreed to. j 

“On motion of Mr. JONES of Wisconsin, the Committee of the 
Whole was discharged from the further consideration of ihe 
biil leying off certain towns in the Territory of, Wisconsin, 
which was read a third time and passed. ae 

The bill to give the approval of Congress to certain acte: of 
the Legislature of Wisconsin incorporating banks, was ‘thea 
reada third time and passed. S ; : 

On motion, the House went into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Uniod, Mr. CALHOUN of Mass. inthe chair, on 
certain bills. j 

The committee took up and considered the bill in addition to 
the act to promote the progress of science and the useful arts, 
which ws reported to the House without amendment, and then 
read a third time and passed. i 

The House then went again into committee on the bill to con- 
tinue the office of Commissioner of Pensions, and : 

The bill to grant half-pay to widows and orphans whose hus- 
bands and fathers have died of wounds received in the military 
service of the United States; which were considered and. laid 
aside, to be reported to the House. 

The “biil to authorize and sanction sales of Creek reserva- 
tions under the treaty of 1832,7 was then taken up, 

Mr. VINTON opposed the bill, and moved to lay it aside; 
which motion was warmly opposed by : 

Mr. LEWIS, whe made a brief explanation ofits provisions, 
and showed the justice and necessity of its passage, both for the 
benefit of the Indians themeclves, as well as the whites, 
when E 

Mr. 
vision. 

Mr. HARDIN moved to strike out the words “widows and 
adininistrators,” in the section authorizing the President of the 
United States to confirm such sales as were made by them. but 
subsequently modified his motion go as to strike cut the whole 
of the second section applying to the sales by widows, children, 
heirs, &c. 2 ae g 

Mr. BELL gave an explanation of the reason whick-had in- 
duced the Commitee ou Indian Affairs to insert that section, 
atid said it was a most complicated question, so as to steer. be- 
tween the apparently or obviously conflicting — provisions 
of the Creek treaty and the laws of Alabama. 

Mr. LEWIS explained that the object of this bil was to 
harmonise the conflicting provisions referred to, and the very 
section proposed to be stricken out, had been inserted for the 
express purpose of protecting the rights of the Indians. 

‘fhe motion to siske out the section was disegreed to. 

Mr. YINTO rhmitted a viso that the Jands should net! 
be sold for less i re: Jost--ayes 48 noes 82. 

On motion of PIN, the committee then rose.and 
reporied the foregoing bills to the House. ion 

The bill to et ue the office of Commissioner. of Pensions, 
wasread athird time and passed. : 

H to grant half-pay to widows and orphans whose hus- 
3 sd of wounds received in the military 
service of the United Siates being taken up, ; 


Mr. VINTON mered to lay iton the table. Lost without a 


VINTON'S motion was disagreed to: without a di- 


s then read a third time and, passed. : 

thorize and sanction the sale of Creek reserva- 
sing on its third reading, 

TINTON moved to lay it ‘of the teble, and asked for 
sand nays, but the House refused to order them, and 


tion being Gecided in the begative, the bill was reada 


the 


The House then went. into Committee of the Whole on the 
* pili to authorize the President of the United States to cause the 


920. 
pon the coastin 


public vesseleto cruise upon 
to. relieve distressed navigaiore.” ‘ 

The Clerk was: proceeding to read the above dil, ‘when 

Mr. WISE rose and raised thé question thatit was 12 o’clock 
at night, a period when many gentlemen -had dectered itas 
their conscientious opinion that the constitutional exisience of 
that body ceased, though he did not, for he thought their powers 
remained til] 12 o'clock M. of the fourth. 

After some fart er remarks from Mesers. CHAMBERS of 
Ky: WISE, and DROMGOCLE, 

On monon ofMr. UNDERWOOD the committee rose and 
reported, 4 
a motión of Mr. SMITI it was 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed on the part of the 
‘House, in conjunction with such commitee as the Senate may 
appoint, to wait upon the President, and notify him that unless 
hehas some other communication to make thé two Houses are 
teady to adjourn. 

Qu motion of Mr. SMITH, 

Ordered, That à- message be sent to the Senate informing that 
the House was ready to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary. of the Treasury, transmitting a report, by which 
it appears that the statements in relation to commerce end na- 
vigation are about beingfinally closed, but will not be done in 
time enough to transmit to the House hefore its adjournment, 
and suggesting the propriety of authorizing the Clerk. of the 
House of Representatives to have them printed. 

“On motion of Mr. PHILLIPS, this report was laid on the ta- 
die, and 10,000 extra copies of the aunual report on commerce 
and navigation was ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a communica- 
tion from tho Postmaster General, transmitting a report from 
the Auditor of the Treasury for the Post Office Department, of 
the balances due from late postmaster, ag shown by the books 
of that department; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
io be printed. 

The SPEAKER also laid before 
from the Secretary of Waa, trane 
uel of Ordnance, furnishing certain information in re!ation to 
armories: Juid en the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the Housea communication 
frum the Secretary of Wary ir wer to a resolution of the 
House ofthe 13th ultimo, covering a report and detailed state- 
ment prepared by the Adjutant General, in relauon to officers 
of the army, who were employed on duty which separated 
them from their eorps; which was daid on the table, and ordered 
to. be printed. $ 

Mr. VINTON then submitted a resolution, directing the print- 
ing 0f 5,000 copies of Featherstonhaugh’s geological recounvis- 
ance; which wag disagreed to. 

On motion of Mr, CUSHING, the House reconsidered the vote 
by which certain members of body, wha had been brought be- 
fore the House during a call ofthe Mouse, had been excused un 
paying fees; and the vote being again taken, they were excused 
without paying fees. 

Mr. SMITH, from the joint committee, appointea to wait on 
the President, and inform him that the two Houses of Congress, 
having finished the business before them, were now ready to 
adjourn, unless he had some further communication to make, 
reported that they hail! pertormed the duty assigned to them; 
and were answered by the President, that he had no other of- 
cial communication to make, bu. that he had charged him to 
say, that it wae the wish of his heart, that each member of Con- 
gress might enjoy health and prosperity in this world, and hap- 


ie House a communication 
Ung a report of the Colo- 


the winter ‘season, and | 


political excitement, from. which our delibera- 
tions. have not been exempt, to perform my duty, 
not only with faithfulness, but acceptably to. the 
House and to the country, can be known and ap- 
preciated only by him who has ‘filled this Clair. 
Amidst the embarrassments and difficulties which 
have often surrounded me, it has given me 
pleasure, upon all occasions, to court the advice 
and correction of the House if I erred; and it is 
a source of the highest gratification to me to know 
that, upon the numerous occasions when the House 
has been appealed to, to affirm or reverse the offi- 
cial decisions which it was my duty to make, you 
have promptly given me your support. I am 
not vain enough to-believe that I have passed 
through the many trying occasions which have oc- 
curred, in the course of our deliberations, during 
which many difficult, and often novel questions of 
parliamentary law and practice, have been sud- 
genly presented for instantaneous decision, without 
having often fallen into error. If, however, I have 
erred, I trust it has not been ‘on points material; I 
know it has not been intentional; and the appro- 
bation of my official conduct which you have this 
day expressed, affords the highest proof that you 
have generously overlooked my errors, and done 
more than justice to the unwearied efforts I have 
made to merit your good opinion, and, so far as 
depended on my official acts, to promote the inte- 
rests of our constituents. 

If gentlemen, in the course of our deliberations, 
as the representatives of the nation, there has been 
occasional excitement or feeling, growing out 
of political collisions, the natural offspring of 
honest differences of opinion, now that we are 
about to separate, many of us never again to meet 
in this hall, or “this side the grave,” may we 


not hope that all recollection of unpleasant 
incidents that are passed, may be forgot- 
ten, and that each of us, whatever may 


be his future destiny, may devote himself to 
the advancement of the best interests of our coun- 
try. In taking leave of you, gentlemen, I wish you 
a safe return to your families and friends, and my 
prayer is, that the blessings of an overruling Provi- 
dence may rest upon all. 

And now it only remains for me to perform the 
last duty assigned me, by the adjonrnment of this 


Pinese in the world to come. 
© Mr. PATTON moved that this House adjourn sine die. 

The SPEAKER then reee-and addressed the House as fol- 
_ lows; 

SE GENTLEMEN: The Twenty-fourth Congress has 
now closed its deliberations, and being about to be 
dissolved, I seize the moment.of our separation to 
return to this House my profound acknowledg- 
ments for the many evidences I have had of your 
indulgent kindness, and generous confidence and 
support, during the period I have presided over 
your deliberations ; but more especially do I re- 
turn to you my sincere thanks for the.vote you 
have heen pleased this day to pass, approving my 
official conduct in the Chair. No language, gen- 
tlemen, can adequately convey the deep sense of 
gratitude -which this testimonial of your good 
opinion has excited in my breast. ‘The grati- 
fication which it bas afforded is the greater, be- 
cause the resolution which you have passed con- 
veys the voluntary and deliberately expressed opi- 
nions of gentlemen, with many of whom I have 
been long associated here ; all of whom have been 
the eye witnesses of my conduct as the presiding 
officer of this House, and whose friendship, esteem, 
and confidence, E shall cherish to the latest hour of 
my life. : i 

I entered upon the duties of this high station | 
with a full sense of the responsibility which must | 
often devolve upon me, and with the fixed pur- H 
pose, if I know my own heart, so to discharge those 
duties as to merit the respect and good opinion 
of this House, and the approbation of the country, 
TL have had no other desire, than that the rales and | 
parliamentary laws by which our proceedings äre 
regulated, should be properly expounded and cor- 
rectly administered. It is due to candor to say, 
that the steady and unwavering support which you 
have upon all occasions given me, has alone en- 


House; and, accordingly, I announce that this 
House stands adjourned without day. 


R. M. WHITNEY’S CASE, 


DEFERRED PROCEEDINGS. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Frinay, Feb. 17, 1837. 


The House resumed the examination of witnesses in the case 
of R. M. Whitney, foran alleged contempt of the House in not 
appearing before a Selert Committee of the House of which 
H. A. Wiss is chairman. 

The following interregatory was pending when the Houge 
last adjourned. Mr. McKEON had objected te it. and briefiy 
stated the grounds of bis objecuon; and Mr. PEYTON had 
repited at some tengih; and the remarks of both gentemen 
have already appeared in the proceedings in the Globe, 

First question by Mr.PEYTON. Do you understand from 
your knowledge of the sentiments of tbe members of this House 
that their chief object in supporting and bringing Mr. Whimey 
before the House, for an alleged contempt of its authority, was 
to lay the circumstances of the occurrence in the committee 
room before the world; and from all you know on that sub- 
ject, do you believe that such was the object of any portion of 
the members of this Roure? Jf yea, stare all the facts and cir. 
enmstances upon which that understanding and belief reste, 

Mr, PEYTON now. withdrew this interrogatory, and sub- 
stituted the foliowing in ke place: 

First quesiion by Mr. PEYTON. Have yon heard any 
member of this House declare that any proceeding should be 
adopted or prosecuted to bring the occurrences in the commit- 
tea, on the Zach of January, to the notice of the House? and if 
yes, state whether you have heard such an opinion expressed 
by many of the members of the House; and. also, whether any 
of them suggested that proceedings against R. M. Whitney, for 
a coniempt, would bea proper mode of effeciing that object. 

Mr. TURRILE said he was under the necessity of obj 
to this interrogatory, as he considered it a very improper ir 
ry to make. 

Mr. PEYTON rose toa question of order. He desired to 
know whether it was in order to object to an interrogatory af- 
ter the witness had returned his answer 

Ture CHAIR said it was morder tn objectat any time before 
the answer waa received and recorded. 2 

Mr. TURRILL said he was not now prepared to discuss this 
question; and if he was prepared to argue the point, he should 
Consider it would ba tresspassing upon the patience of the 
House to ad luce a singie argument to show that a queation make 


ung 
qui. 


abled me successfully to discharge the di as- 
signed me. The anxiety and solicitude which I 
haye often felt, and especially in seasons of great 


i 


ing añ inquiry into the views and intentions of members of that 
House, was not @ proper one to be put to the wiiness, Every 
Zentleman must see what such questiona as this must Jead id. 


| 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 
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‘It was too plain a 


l proposition to nééd any argument to tuke a 
large majority.of the members of that House vote azainet it. 

Mr. PEYTON said he had not heard the objections made te 
this interrogatory bythe gentleman from. New York. (Mr, 
Terrill.) He considered the interrogatory a proper one, as the 
object. of it was to ascertam. whether this igvestigation was 
brought before the House, because the witness was alarmed; 
and whether from fear and alarm, he dare not make his ap- 
pearance before the committee; or whether this investigation, 
so far as the witness was concerned, had been got up witha 
view to harrass members of that House; and whether such a 
course had not been taken by the- wi.ness in concert, and aided 
and abetted by members of that House. Now, if they es- 
tablish the fact, that the witness was not afraid, and that that was 
not his motive in coming before the House; but that his object 
was a very different onc, and that he and all concerned had 
only got up this farce for the purpose of aperating on ceriain 
members of that House, he asked if it would not add to the 
contempt of this winese. He considered it a proposition too 
plain to be argued, and as he had given his viewa on this sub» 
ject last evening, he did not desire to repeat them. 

Mr. BOND called for the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and were—yeasS9, nays 85, as tolows: t 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Chilton Allan, Ash, Ashley, Bailey, 
Bean, Beaumont, Beli, Bond, Bouldin, Bunch, John Cathoon, 
William B. Calhoun, Campbell, Carter, George Chambers, 
John Chambers, Chetwoo:, Childe, Nathaniel R. Claiborne, 
Corwin, Craig, Crane, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, Deberry 
Danlap, Forester, Granger, Grantland, Graves, Grennell, Nilan: 
Hat, Hard, Harper, Samuel 3, Harrison, Albert G. Harrison, 
Haynes, Hazeltine, Henderson, Herod, Howell, Hunt, Hunte. 
man, Ingersoll, William Jackson, Janes, Jenifer, John W. 
Jones, Luwler, Lawrence, Luke Lea, Lyon. Sampson Mason, 
Maury, McComas, McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Montgomery, 
Morris, Pearson, Pettigrew, Phillips, Pickers, Potts, Reed, 
Robertson, Rogera, Russeil, Wiliam B. Shepard, Auguatina 
H. Shepperd, Shields, Sloane, Spangler, Standefer, Steele, 
Storer, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Turner, Underwood, 
Vinton, White, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Yell, and 
Young—s9. ` g 

NAYS--Messis. Anthony, Barton, Beale, Black, Bockee, 
Boon, Borden, Bovee, Boyd, Boggs, Buchanan, Burns, Cam- 
breleng, Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chapin, John F, H, Claiborne, 
Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Cramer, Crary, Cushman, Double- 
day, Dromgoole, Efier, Faclin, French, Fry, Galbraith, Ghol- 
son, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hawkins, Hoar, Holt, Hopkins, How- 
ard, Hubley, Huntington, Ingham, Joseph Johnson, Benjamin 
Jones, Kennon, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, Lanemg, Gideon 
Lee, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Leonard, Logan, Loyall, Abijah 
Mann, Job Mann, William Mason, Moses Mason, May, 
McKeon, McKim, McLene, Miller, Moore, Morgan, Page, 
Parker, Patterson, Phelps, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, 
Seymour, Shinn, Sprague, Sutherland, Taylor, John Thom: 
son, Toucey, Furrtil, Vanderpoe), Webster, Weeks, and T. T- 
Whiitiesey—85. 

So the House determined the interrogatory should be put. 

Mr. HAMER then sent to the Chair the following 

Answer.—T have heard some members say that the proceed. 
ings alluded to oughtto be brought before the House: that 
opinion has not been expressed to me by many members. I 
have noi heard any one say, so far as I now recollect, that pro- 
ceedings against R. M. Whitney, for a contempt, would be a 
proper mode of eflectmg that abject. 

First interrogatory by Mr. WI3E.—From the facts within 
your knowiedge, or trom remarks mads to pa or in your 
presence, by members of this House, or by R. M. Whitney, 
have you a doubt of the fact, that this Investigation was, and is 
intended, by said members, and said Whitey, to affect Mesere: 
Wise and Peyton? State all the facts and ‘circumstances, the 
conversations and meetings, the remarks of members. or of said 
Whitney, which go to show that such is the object of those con 
cerned in ‘he same. 

Mr. BOON said he objected to this interrogatory, and said 
he would state his reasonsina single sentence. Mr. Whitney 
was not brought before that House by the friends of the admin- 
istration, but he wes brought there by the action of the chair- 
man of the select commiuee (Mr. Wire) himself. 

Mr. WISE said he had the same reason for putting this in- 
quiry that his friend from Tennessee had, for he. felt, equally 
with that gentleman, that he was there on his trial. Yes, alr, 
(said Mr. W.) it is I who am on trial, and not Reuben M. 
Whitney, and [cannot ask you, or this House, to excuse me 
from voting upon any question. And for that very reason, that 
the issue is made, as T understand: it, by this House, whether I 
am so much of an assassin that a peaaceful mandare not come 
into a committee room where fami? Sir, 1 have nota doubtof 
the contrivance, no more than my friend has, to make this issue 
before the county, Bir, I propose this as an inducing inquit- 
ry, first asto the members cf this House; and J intend, by sub- 
sequent questions, to go further, F wish ta know, sir, if there 
are not other officers of this Government who have issued tha 
order that the power of this House, and the Executive power 
of the conny, are both to be brought to bear upon two hums 
ble and inexperienced members of the House of the representa- 
iive bady: Sir, I have felt it. I have felt that I waa to be 
killed off before the country, for being, what has been designat: 
ed “a troublesome fellow” “And these, yee, these very 
parties. who are now defending Whitney with such striet adhe- 
rence to every principle of justice that, while he is arraigned 
and informed of the nature of the accusation against him, and 
hag the privileg examining witmes: there very par- 
ties, I eay, have violated every principle of justice. towards 
us they have contended ‘or ia regard tu this indi val, by 
ying me without accusatien, without a def charge, 
without notice of trial without arvaigning, or without my 
being asked whether I am guilty or not enity. Sir, this 
is of the very essence of the transaction; and T rout confess, 
and I do it boldly, that.at the same time genijemen thus attempt, 
and desire totry mei y, they shall submit tothe same 
ordeal themselves af gtriedindirectly. Is ittrue, that the 
great champions of justice in this House are about to try 2 
man without accusation or notice of it? without the power of 
summoning his witnesses, and confronting his accuser? jeit 
possible that those who are being. tried, are to ba denied.the 
rights of the veriest criminal? Shall not Tand my friend’ be 
pennited to stand upon an equal footing of justice? Sir, E 
wish (6 know who are my accusers. I wish it for various ren- 
sops that are unnecessary now to be named. For onc thing, ia 
particular, Į want to know it: I want to know if there are 
among the representatives of the eople, those who have bee 
come auch abject, superscrviceable slaves ag to okey thu man- 


date of the President I-want to. know, too, whe are the brave = f 


ehampione of justica here, who make accusations, and urge them 
on in this indirect manner, and 10 see if they will wke upon 
themselves the high honor of standing forth openly as accusere. 
This, sir, is my object. Leay then, in conclusion, carry itout, 
Let ua try all. Yee, ifany aro to be tried, let us try all who are 
or may be guilty, and ascertain thelr guilt according to its 
oxtontand magnitude. 

Mr. ANTHONY rose and commenced saying: Mr. Speaker, 
it is evident to my mind—when he was interrupted. by loud 
eries of “order!’?. and the Chair intimated to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, that under the order a:lopted by the House, only 
two speeches could be heard on each interrogatory. 

Mr. TURRILL called for the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered, and were—~yeas 73, nays 99, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, C; Allan, Ashley, Bailey, Bell, Bond, 
Bouldin, Buchanan, Bunch, J. Calhoon, W. B. Calhoun, Camp- 
dell, Carter, John Chambers, N. H. Claiborne, Crane, Cushing, 
Darlington. Dawson, Deberry, Denny, Dunlap, Evans, Ghoigon, 
Glaseock, Graham, Granger, Graves, Griffin, Hard, Harper, 
Bamuel 8. Harrison, Albert G. Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Hazeltine, Henderson, Howell, Huntsman, Janes, Jenifer, Law- 
lor, Lawrence, Lea, Love, Lyen, Maury, McKennan, Milligan, 


- Montgomery, Morria, Pettigrew, Phillips, Pickens, Reed, Rich- 


arden, Rogers, Willian B. Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, 
Shields, Sloane, Spangler, Standefer, Steele, Storer, Taliaferro, 
UnderwooJ, White, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Yell, 
and Young—73, i 
NAYS—-Messrs, H. Allen, Anthony, Ash, Beale, Bean, Beau- 
mont, Black, Bockee, Boon, Borden, Bovee, Boyd, Briggs, 
Brown, Burns, Cambreleng, Carr, Casey, George Chambers, 
Chapman, Chapin, Cretwood, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, 
Cramer, Crary; Cushman, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Ener, Far- 
Yin, French, Fry, Galbraith, Grantland, Haley,J. Hall, Hoar, Holt, 
Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Huntington, Ingham, Juseph John- 
son, John W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, Kennon, Kilgore, Kiin- 
goci, Lane, Lansing, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, 
Leonard, Logan, Loyail, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, Wiliam Ma- 
gon, Moses Mason, Sampson Mason, May, McKeon, McKim, 
McLene, Miller, Moore, Morgan. Page, Parker, Patterson, Pear 
son, Phelps, Potts, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Robert- 
son, Schenck, Seymour, Shinn, Sickles, Sprague, Sutherland, 
Taylor, John Thomson, Toucey, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Vinton, 
Wagener Ward, Wardwell, Webster, Weeks, and T. T. Whit- 
y—- 99, 

Bo the House determined the interrogatory should zot be put. 
Second interrogatory by Mr. WISE. _ Do you know, of your 
own knowledge, or from information derived from the President 
himself, or any member or members with whom he may have 
consulted or advised, or to whom he may have suggested an 
opinion, asto ‘he proceedings upon the repintar the Seleci Com- 
mittee, whether he, the President of the United States, has net 
advised and recommended to members the course which has 
been pursued by the House in this matter of alleged contempt; 
and whether he did or did not, directly or indirectly, aasigg as a 
reagon for that course, that it would try the conduct of Messrs. 
Peyton and Wise in the committee of which Mr. Garland `is 
chairman, urging that it was necessary to condemn that con- 


duct. - j 

Mr. VANDERPOEL objected to this interrogatory, and 
priefiy ee his grounds. He did not know that the President 
of the United States was then on trial there, but believed the 
only person at the bar of the Mouse was Mr. Whitney. In- 
deed, Mr. V. doubted very much whether, ifthey were to go into 
any conversations of the President, they would throw any light 
npon the main point in this case, which was, what were the 
merits or demerits of Reuben M. Whitney, and whether he is 
actually in contempt or not towards the House. Tf, however, 
the gentleman who propounded that question could satisfy 
Mr. p that the answer to it would probabiy throw any light 
upon the point at issue, he might then be prevailed upon to 
withdraw his objection; but unless the gentleman succeeded in 
doing that, Mr. V. must respectfully adhere to it 

Mr. WISE. in reply, said he knew, as well as the gentleman, 
sir, that the President of the United States is not at thé bar of 
this House; nor am I, sir, at the bar of this House. But yet, 
sir, T am, to all intents and purposes, as mach under trial as 
(and for a much more heinous offence, too, than) the accused, 
ashe is called, who aits at the bar ofthe House. He is to be 
tried for a mere petty misdemeanor. Iam to be tried, as 1 un- 
derstand, for the motives of an assassin. i 

Mr, Speaker, I am, sir, under trial now before this House, 
and before the country. I know it, I feel it, and all F ask of 
gentlemen is, to Jet me know who is my accuser. Where is 
he? High or low, base or honored, a mere tool and minion of 

wer, or a tyrant himself, ¥ cail for him; call for my accuser. 
fea land of civil liberty, to those who preach this very doc- 
that an accused shall have an accuser, and an accu: 
sation, and a witness to confront him, U appeal for the pro- 
duetion of my accuser, Where is he? Gentlemen tell me, 
Ah! the President is not on his trial. AII ask of gentlemen is 
that thev let me know, not whether the President be on his 
trial, but whether he has put me upon my iriai? Whether he 
hascalled some young and gallant gentlemen of this House to 
his aid, and shed tears to him, and said he had not a friend to | 
prooi na reputation or his gray hairs? That there are two 
bullies in this Bouse, who are continually tramping upon his 
reputation, and denouncing kis administration, and that 


trine, 


“Phere are noneso poor as do him reverence.” 


He once had friends, but now—now he is about retiring from 
office, itis necessary to kiil off these two men; yes, Mr. Speaker, 
kill off? is the word. 

And how is thisto be done? Why they areto be indirectly 
tried as assassins, and indirecdy condemned as assassina by the 
verdict of this House. 

Bir, I can not speak as I feel I have a right to speak to this 
House as a jury trying me, but I want to, know and fad out 
how. many base born tools of a tyrant wil do his bidding, 
andobey hismandéates. Sir, havel nota right to speak thus? 
Havel nota right to make this demang? pny thus to 
be wielded? Are tho willing slaves to such t Ly tO Set at 

i thi ewe arrived 
Sir, Psudmit 


now aapping the very first principles af Rie uh Ty 


however, Pean merely put the public mind open ir 


quiry, npon | 


CONGRESSION 


search, upon investigation, I shall: be- content. Ishall have | 


done a patriots work, and shall meet a patriow’s reward—~not 
office, sir,not loaves dnd fishes, not the spoils of your Treasury, 
but the spontaneous approval of a free people... Mr. Speaker, 
before this transaction is ended, I expect it willbe your painful 
duty to reprimand the humble individual now addressing you. 
to send me back tomy constituents with a reprimand, but i 
can say for thein, that they will send me back here to speak 
proudly ane independently, freely as I do, and as I feel it is my 

uty to do, 

Mr. VANDERPOEE asked for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and were yeas 67, nays 1il—as follows: 

YEAS--Messrs. Alford, Ashiey, Bailey, Beli, Bond, John 
Calthoon, William B. Calhoun, Campbell, Carter, John Cham- 
bors, Chetwood, Childs, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Ciark, Crane, 
Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, Deberry, Denny, Dunlap, Gholi- 
son, Glascock, Graves, Grennell, Griffin, Hard, Harper, Hazel- 
tine, Henderson, Howell, Hunt, Huntsman, Ingersoll, Janes, 
denifer, Luke Lea, Love, Sampson Mason, Maury, McKennan, 
Mercer, Milligan, “Montgomery, Pearson, Pettigrew, Phillips, 
Pickens, Potts, Reed, Russell, William B. Shepard, Shields, 
Sloane, Spangler, Standefer, Steele, Storer, Taliaferro, Waddy 
Thompson, Underwood, Vinton, White, Lewis Williams, Sher- 


i rod Wiiliaxns, and Young~-t7. 


NAYS—Messrs. Heman Allen, Anthony, Barton; Beale, 
Bean, Black, Bockee, Boon, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, Briggs, 
Brown, Buchanan, Burns, Cambreieng, Carr, Casey, Cuapman; 


i Chapin, Jobn F. H. Clairborne, Cleveland, Colee, Comer, Cor- 


w n, Craig, Cramer, Crary, Cushman, Doubleday, Dromgoole, 
Efner, Fariin, Fowler, French, Fry, Galbraith, Graham, Grant- 
land, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hawkins, Haynes, Herod, Hoar, Holt, 
Hopkins, Howard, Hubiey, Huntington, Ingham, William 
Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Juhnson, John W. Jones, Bén- 
jamin Jones, Kennon, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, 
Laporte, Lawrence, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, 
Leonard, Logan, Loyall, Lueas, Lyon, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, 
William lason, Moses Mason, May, McKay, McKeon, McKim, 
McLene, Miller, Moore, Morgan, Page, Parks, Paterson, Dutec 


| J. Pearce, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Richardson, Rip- 


ley, Robertson, Rogers, Schenck, Seymour, Buinn, Sickles, 
Sprague, Sutherland, Taylor, Thomas, John Thomson, Toucey, 
Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoci, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, 
Webster, Thomas T. Whittlesey, and Yell--111. 

So the House determined that the interrogatory be not pro- 
pounded to the witness. 

Second interrogatory by Mr. PEYTON .—Rave you heard 
any members of this House, and if yea, who, state that they 
hoped or wished Whimey would refuse to appear betore the 
committee so as to give an opportunity to cxamine into the 
transaction before the committee, or any word or expression 
to that effect; and have you known any members of this House, 
and if yea, who, state that they had counseled with Whitney as 
to the course he should pursue; or have you known any mem- 
ber of this House counsel with said Whitney as tothe course to 
be pursued by him either befure the House or the committee? 
Biate fully all you know on this subject. 

Mr. TURRILL objected to this interrogatery. 

Mr. ROBERTSON called for the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered, and were yeas 75, nays 91. 

So the House determined that this interrogatory should not 
be put. 

Third interrogatory by Mr. PEYTON. Have you heard 
any member of this House, and if yea, who, stated that by 
commencing this proceeding against Whitney in the House, 
the whole conduct and declarations of Messrs. Wise and Pey- 
ton would be proven, and thereby bring them, as far as pussi- 
ble, into disgrace before the nation; or any expressions or de-- 
clarations to thateffect; and that they would vote for the inves 
tigation with a view to that object ? 

Mr. ANTHONY objected to this question. He did so, he 
said, because the same objection applied to it as applied to two 
or three other questions of the same character, which the 
House had as frequently sustained, viz: whether the declara- 
tions of a member of the House should be given in evicence 
in this investigation, On this ground he objected to all such 
questions. If any member had made a declaration, his testi- 
mony would be the best in relation to it, but hearsay testimony 
was not evidence; and he should insist upon his objection to 
it. He added, thal, in his opinion, it was unnecessary to go 
into any discussion upon it at that time, and should content 
himself with raising the peint. 

Mr. PEYTON replied, that if the statement of a judge or 
a juror could be proven for the purpese of disqualifying him 
fora seat upon the trial, if any one of the judges or jurors had 
disqualified himself, ha had an undoubted right to prove, and 
then, he hoped, the House at least would silence that juror or 
judge. The gentleman says it is “hearsay testimony.” Sir, 
(said Mr. P.) i ask frora whom? Why, from the very party I 
wish and expect to show has disqualified himself from acting in 
the high capacity of my trier. What, sir! shall members of 
this body sit in judgment, in a high cuurt of impeachment as 
the House of Representatives has now resolved itself, and have 
among it unworthy triers, who have. as triers, disqualified 
themselves? And, if such be the fact, have they not cisgraced 
themselves before the House and the nation frora having acied 
as prosecutarsin the case? Why, sir, was it ever heard of be- 
fore that a prosecutor could be also a witness, a judge. and a 
trier in 2 case? Now, !f I can show that such ie the « ondidon 
of any geatieman in this body, Pciaim the right 10 do it, and 
to move that he at least shail be set aside for want of compe- 
tency to iry the case. . 

Mr. INGERSOLL then asked for the yeas and nays, which 
were ardered, and were—yeas £9, nays 88, as follows. 

YEAS—Mersrs. Alford, C. Allan, Ashley, Bailey, Bel}, Bond, 
Bordeu, Buchanan, Bunch, J. Calhoon, W. B. Calhoun, Camp- 
hell, Carter, George Chambers, Jchn Chambers, Cheiwoad, 
Nath. H. Claiborne, Clark. Crane. Cushing, Dawson, Deberry, 
Denny, Evans, Forester, Gholson, Giascock, Grebam, Grant 
jand, Graves. Griffin, Hard, Harper, Samuel $. Harrison, Al- 
bert G. Harrison, Hazeltine, Henderson, H-ister, Herod, Hop- 
kins; Howell, Buntsman, Ingersoll, Janes, Joseph Johnson, 
Lawler, Luke Lea, Love, Lyon, Mecer, Morgan, James A. 
Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, Pickons. Potts, Reed, Richardson, 
Rcbertson, Russell, William B. Shepard, Augustine B. Shep- 
perd, Shields, Sloane, Bpangler, Siandefer, Steeis, Storer, Talia. 
ferro, Vinton, Washington, Webster, White, Lewis Wiliams, 
Sherrod Williams, and Young—69. 
-NAYVS~—Mesarz. Heman Allen, Anthony, Barton, Beale, 
Bean, Black, Bockee, Boon, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, Briggs, 
Brown, Bums, Cambreleng, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Gha- 
pin, Cleveland, Coles, ‘Connor, Craig, Cramer, Crary, Gash- 


man; Doubleday, Dromgoof Emer: Parlin, 
Galbraith; Haley, Joseph Hall, Hawkinsi I 
Howard, Hubley, Huntington, Ingham, William 
Jopnson, Johu W: Jones, B: Jones, Kennon, Kilgore, Lane, 
sig, Laporte, Lawrence, Gideon Lee; Joshua Lee, Thomas Les; 
Leonerd, Logan, Loyal, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, William Mae 
soñ, Moses Mason, May, McKim, McLene, Miller; Moore, Page, 
Parks, Patterson, Dutee J. Pearce, Phelps, Phillips, John Rey: 
nolds, Joseph Reynolds, Ripley, Seymour, Shin, Sickles, 
Sprague, Sutherland, Taylor, John Thomeon, Toucey, Turrill, 
Vanderpoel, Wagener, Wardwell, Thos. T.: Whittlesey, an 
Yell—S5. r a 

So the House determined that the interrogatory be not put.” 

Fourth interrogatory by Mr. Peyton,—When did you first 
see thë written statement of Mr. Fairfield, which he presented - 
to this House 4a answer to the first interrogatory propounded to 
him, or the substance of the samet 

Answer.~Several. days before he was examined as a witness * 
in this House; butthe exact date Ido not remember. 1 believe 
the one shown to me then to. be substantially ie one preseated 
here when he was examined. 7 

Interrogatory by Mr. GHOLSON.. Suppose-the. majority 
of this House had refused all inquiry into, the matter of R..M. 
Whitney's alleged contempt, or to bring him to the bar onthe 
charge of such contemptin the report of the commiltttee where 
of the Hon. Mr. Wise is chawman, “Do you understand, ‘or 
believe, from. yeur knowledge of. the sentiments of afiy 
of the members of this House,” that the Hon, Messrs. Wise 
and Peyton, and other members of this House, would have 
charged the majority with being “coadjutors of the accused,” 
or with having “assumed the position of avsociates of RM, 
Whitney,” by the direction of the President of the United 
States 

Mr. VANDER POGL objected to this question. 

Mr. STORER said he hoped the gentleman from New York 
wouid withdraw his dbiection. Surely one of the majority of 
this House ought not to object to a question coming from the 
quarter this did. > : i 

Mr. GHOLSON said, in propounding this, interrogatory, ‘he 
begged leave to state. to the House that he had objected to 
bringing the accused before the House, and.he had been op: 
posed to the institution of this inquiry; but as the matier was 
ore the House, and as the gentleman from: Tennesees, 
gentleman from Virgmia, insisted (hat they were on 
al, he considered it was due to them tohave the «whole 
matter investigated. The honorable gentlemen had charged 
that there was a conspiracy formed with the accused, and for 
one he was willing that they should have all the facts so far as 
they related to him; be was willing to take his share of the ro- 
sponsibiltty. He did not believe that the charge which had 
been made could be proven on that floar; but as these honora- 
hle gentleman insisted that they were upon their trial, he was 
willing that they should know who it was that brought them 
into this predicament; whether it was the dominant party or 
the one opposed to it that brought about this state of things. 
He wished to know whether it was the Van Buren or. the anti: 
Van Buren party who had instituted this proceeding against 
Mr. Whitney. If, however, these gentiemen wished to change 
the issue, and to put themselves upon trial, he was unwilling 
that this charge should apply to hin or his friends. He was 
amongst the youngest members on thet floor, and he had beard 
the insidious assertion, made by honorable gentlemen, that the 
President had iseued bis orders to some young and gallant spi- 
rit in that House to defend him from the aspersiona of two 
members, who were bullies, in the House. Now, so far as this 
related to himself, he could truly say that, since his childhood, 
he hadspoke to the President but once. He tral had the sin 
toanswer for of having been the friend of the President from 
his boyhoo!, and he would here say. he was not ashamed of - 
such a leader. an è 

It seemed to him that gentlemen were taking sdvantage of 
their situation on that floor to make assertions of this kind, of 
which they had no proof; assertions that honorable gentlemen 
men to shield themselvestbehind such assertions when they 
should not make, and would not make, in any other situation, 
He repelled such charges, and was unwilling to permit gentle- 
had not a single particle of proof to sustain them; it was some» 
times very convenient for gentlemen, after they,had fully com» 
mitted themselves by a set of broad assertions, io sustain: which 
they had nota single particle of testimony, to shield thernselves 
by offering to prove what they well knew the good sense of the 
House would not permit them to prove, and which they could 
not prove if they were permitted to try. He repelled such 
charges, and challenged gentlemen to an investigation of the 
matter, so far as he was concerned. He denied that he had 
any consultation or combination, either with the President, or 
any other human being, as to the course he should pursuecon 
this subject; neither had he consulted the party in power, 
nor the party who had brought this Investigation into 
the House. Who wag it that placed the honorable gentleman 
from Tornessee and the honorable gentleman from Virginia 
upon their trial, as they would have it they were upon their 
trial? He did not undersiand that they were on their trial; but 
as they were actors in a scene which had occurred in connec 
tien wi h the accused, it was necessary the truth of that occur 
rence shoul] come to light. and an inveRtigation must be made 
into the conduct of the whole of the select committee on that 
id not think these gentlemen could be pre- 
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- DROMGOOLE asked tor the yeas. and nays; Which 
rdered, and: were-~yeas 50, nays 96; as follows". | 
“Messrs.:Alford, Bailey, Bell, Bond, Bunch, Jobn Cal- 
William B. Calhoun, Campbell, Carter, George Cham- 
bers: John Chambers; Chetwood, Childs, Clark, “Grane, Dar- 
lington, Dunlap, Evans, Forester, Gholson, Glascock, Graham, 
Grantland, Grennell, Griffin, Harper, Samuel S: Harrison, Al- 
bert G. Harrison, Haynes, Hazeltine, Henderson, Heister, How- 
ell; Huntsman, Ingersoll, Jenifer, Lawler, Lay, Luke Lea, Love, 
Lyon, Sampson: Mdson, “Maury, Mercer, dameg A. “Pearce, 
Pearson, Pettigrew, Pickens, Potis, Reed, Richardson, Robert- 
eon, Rogers, Russell; Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Sloane; 
“Spangler, Standefer, Steele, Storer, aliaferro, Underwood, 
Minton, Washington, White, Lewis Whilliams, Sherrod: Wil- 


` “lams, and. Koung—50. 


+“ NAY S-—Messrs, “Anthony, Barton, Beale, Bean, Black, 
Bockeé, Boon, Borden, Boyd, Brown, Burns, Cambreleng, Carr, 
Carey, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, 
Craig,Cramer, Crary, Cushman, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Farlan, 
French, Fry, Haley, J. Hall, Hawkins, Hoar, Holt, Hopkins, How- 
ard, Hubley; Huntington, Ingham, Joseph Johnson, Cave John- 
sou, John W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, Kennon, Kilgore, Lane, 
Lansing, Lawrence, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, 
Leonard, Loyall, Abijah Mant, Job Mann, William Mason, 
Moses Mason, May, McKay, McKim, McLene, Miller, 
Moore, Page, Parks, Patterson, Dutec J. Pearce, Phelps, Phil- 
lips, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Ripley, Seymonr, Shinn, 
Sickles, Sutherland, Taylor, John Thomson, Toucey, Turrill, 
yandorpoa, Wardwell, Webster, Thomas T: Whittlesey, and 

T S E 

Rothe House determined that the interrogatory be not put. 

{Cross-examination of the Hon, Tuomas L. HAMER ] 


Inierregatory by Mr; GLASCOCK. Do you or not know of 
any members of this House having formed and expressed an 
opinion in velation to the guilt or innocence of the accused? If 
yea, please state them. D 

Mr.. CRAIG objected to this question, on the ground that it 
fell within the principle which had been decided by the House, 
over and over again, by yeas and nays. 

.Mr. GLASCOCK’ said, whatever ‘might have er had been 
the decision of the House in. relation to a question of this kind, 
so well satisfied was he that it was a proper one, that he feltit 
his duty to make some remarks in support of it, 

Mr. G. looked upon it asa settled principle in this country, 
and before all tribunals that, wherever there is or has been, an 
expression of opinion by any trier. before any. tribunal, that 
trier renders himself incompetent, at least not competent, to de 
cde a question of such importance as would bring an accused 
before any tribunal. | Now, so far as this yucstion is concerned, 
cóntinued he, whatever mav be its fate, whether sustained or 
rejected by the House, he believed that if there had been ex- 
‘pressions, or any ex sion, of opinion on the part of mem- 

jers, or of any membors ofthat House, in relation to the guilt or 
innocence of the accused, it wouid at least be a warning to in- 
dividuals in that body, under such circumstances, to abstain 
from doing go in future. He Jooked upon it as highly impro- 
per for any individual member of the House, from the ver 
moment an investigation 16 ordered- into the conduct ofa citi. 

” zon, to form or express any opinion until the whole of the facts 
were fairly elicited, both sides fairly heard, and the case loft far 
judgment upon the facts brought outin evidence; andeven then 
that opinion should be made up, and made up alone, upon the 
testimony that may have been adduced. Whenever an indi: 
- vidual proceeded to do otherwise than this, Mr. G. himself look- 
ed upon it as highly improper. It might be that, in responding 
to this question, there would be: found some who had expressed 
an opinion, as well of the guilt as of (he irmocence of the ac 
cused, If, however, there were any such persons in that as- 
sembly; the fact should be made known to the touse, in order 
that it might place itself. in a situation to judge fairly in de~ 
elding the case. 3 

In looking waid Mr, @.) to the history of all jadicial proceed. 
ingayandall proceedings of the kind under consideration, it 
would be found that one of the rights secured to the citizen and 
to the prosecatoy, and always guaranteed to him, was the pre- 
liminary queriion, “Have you tormed and expressed any opin- 
‘fon in relation to the guilt or innocence of the acensed.” This 
was a sacred right secured to the prosecutor and to the citizen, 
in order that in all trials of such a character as were cri minal in 
their nature, they might have a fait, unbiassed, and impartial 
trial. Itwas well known by every gentleman familiar with 
these transactions that, in criminal prosecutions, it had heen de- 
cied (hat this question was a proper ore, and either party had 
the right to resortto it. The answer decided always the com- 
petency of the juroror trier. Me. G. then would” espectfully 
ask, if that principle ought not to be carried oui there? Ought 
they not to try the accused with their minds unbiassed and m- 

. prejudiced? Uso, and who could gainsay it, was not the ques- 
tion a proper one? 

Mr. G. would candidly state thet he 
anyone had cither formed or exp L such opinion, whether 
ao’ private conversation-or elsewhere, in relation to the gilt or 
innocence of the accùsed, but if there was any one who hail, he 
wished it made-known; nay, he should be willl ag himself if 
gentlemen thoughr preper, that every member ef the Meuse 
should be called upon the stand-and asked the question as to 
whether he stoot mdifferent between the parties. This was the 
course that ought to be pursued, in order thatthe county mi 
not charge every opinion and every vote siven by the repr 
tatives of the people as being swayed by party feelings or mo. 
tives, This was the course he, for himself, would be glad to 
see adopted before that tribunal, consistent, as it would be, with 
the practice before all other uibtmals. He hoped: however that 
be the fate of the question he had prepounded what it ht. it 
would have the efiect of preventing members thereafter from 
expressing their opinions in relation to cases of this imporiance 
when on iiel, 

Mr. G. wonid also take that occasi 
fange this investigation had taken, had 
numerous questions put by the two 
and Tennessee, (Mr. Wise and } 
ever, be permitted to cay t $ 
froin Tennessee, he hesitated not to declare th 3 
tion was in s! ion to all former practice on suchoe. 
easiois. S elated io the conduct of that gentleman, 
they had nothing whatever to do; thoagh he wag free to admit 
that the conduct of the gentleman from Virginia was preperly 


did not himself know that 


iga. 


-thëy were making wrong issues. ` Instead of trying Mr. Whit- 


ut was onlyso because it furnished part of 
ecused, and because the issue ‘was. whether 
“that gentleman’s conduct was suchas to justify the contents of 
Mr. Whimey’s letier..: The letter makes that ‘issue, and so far 
asthe gentleman from Virginia was connected with. it, this in- 
vestigation, as to him, might. be proper; but he disclaimed the 
right of that House to go into an investigation of the conduct 
of the member from ‘Tennessee, for that gentleman was in no 
way connected with this. transaction. S 
properly observed, that-so far as related to these transactions be- 
fore the select committee they should have been reported, al] the 
facts as they occurred, to the House, yet, instead of dome that, 


ney for contempt, they were, to all intents and purposes, from 
the latitude already taken, wying-the- conduct of Messrs. Wise 
and Peyton. - f 

The CHAIR reminded the gentleman from Georgia that 
members must be designated by their States, j 

Mr: GLASCOCK begged pardon, and would only add a few 
wordsin conclusion. He would simply state that he did believe, 
so far as precedent was concerned, it would be a good precedent 
to establish to decide in favor of putting the question he had pro- 
posed. Good precedents were of great value, both to that 
House and to the country, and they could not do better than 
by establishing one then. It never could be commenced too 
soon. “Whether it would make against or in favor of the ac- 
cused, was a matter of indifference to Mr. G.; all he desired to 
sce, was that they would establish the precedent that no person 
should be compelled to vote, or, if compelled, his decision 
should be taken with great caution, before the whole of the evi- 
dence was heard. He was confident much good would result 
from it, and it would ftirnish another Congress with the neces- 
sity of being cautious in the expression of opinion, before the 
testimony on both sides was heard, if any such had been ex- 
Pressed on the present occasion. It was not for him to say 
there had, and he hoped, for the honor and character of the 


Fouse, it bad not; but, ifit had been done, he, for one, whe- - 


ther it came from one against the administration, or in favor 
ofit, would wish to know it, 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky wished to ask the gentleman 
from Georgia, which of the accused he meant? 

Mr. GLASCOCK. Ofcourse I referred to Mr. Whitney as 
the accused. 

‘The question was then lost without a division, and the House 
accordingly determined that the interrogatory be not put. 

Third mterrogatory by Mr. DAWSON.—Do you not con. 
sider this investigation, from the direction given it by the 
House, entirely irrelevant, and well calculated to bring into dis- 
repute this branch ofthe Congress of the United States? 

Mr. BOON said, T object to that interrogatory, Mr. Speaker, 
on the ground of itseayimg open the whole conduct of the 
House, and has nothing to do with the pending issue. 

Mr. DAWSON said: Mr. Speaker, I-have propounded 
this question to the House, noi out of any disrespect to 
the body generally, or to any gentleman in it; but, sir, 
it is, it must be, apparent to every member who composes 
this branch of the Congress of the United States, that 
this whole proceeding is well calculated to bring this House 
into disrepute. Sir, let me respectfully: ask, where is the 
member upon this floor who does not feel himself lessen- 
ed in his own estimation, by the position heis driven to 
occupy before the American people? If, however, this pro- 
cedure is to be carried out in the way it has been commenced, 
I wish itto be placed on the records of this TIouse, that, if 
it should go forth to the people I have the honor in partto re- 
present, itshould be seen that I have taken the bold, fearless, 
and independent stand, in the presence of the House, to n- 
nounce this my private and individual opinion; Sir, it secs, 
as it were, that by common consent we are led on, from ques- 
tion to question, that never can by possibility Jead to the 
public good, nor to any other result than thatof impugning the 
character of members of this House, and finally to bring the 
body itself into a state of excitement, and feeling that may ead, 
if not in disgrace, at leastina manner to be deplored by all. 

Sir, I beg this House not to misnaderstand me. I intend no 
imputation upon the body to which I belong, but I feel myself 
impelled, by self-respect, to announce to this body that I con- 
sider this whole proceeding well calculated to bring us to the 
consequences and deductions which that question propounds, 
Sir, let me ask, through you, what object have they in going 
into collateral matters affecting the conduct of members of thi 
body? What action is proposed or intended by i? What di- 
rection is designed to be given to it? Sir, T hesitate not to 
aver that, when our proceedings go forth to them, the Ameri- 
can peapie will pronounce us as mere chess-players, striving 
to checkmate particular members of this body, in order to 
place them in an attitude before the country by which they 
may either fall or rise. Sin, when a body like this thus suffers 
itself to be led astray, it-is high time that some one should 
rise and endeavor to arrost or check it. Let me ask, where is 
the man within those galeries, or who is now lounging in your 
lobbies, that wil not proclaim it immediately to our constitu- 
ents, and inquire, in the name of the characier of this Repub- 
lic, what kind ef a farce is this we are now playing?) What 
must. he my reply, sir? Why, thatit isa farce derogating in 
its character, ang almost contemptibley if { may, without disre- 
speet, make use of such an expression. We are looked upon 
here as what? As mere tools or pu pets, I was almost going 
to say, hut as mere individuals, marching backwards and for- 
wards, answering to our namos, and taking directions for 
political effect. hat is the sum total, the plain matter of fact. 

Mr. Speaker, I dislike making these observations: they are 
paiufuly wrung from rae, but they are my true opinions. 1 
have waited, hoping that some ene of the older members with 
whom I have couversed, and who have not only avowed the 
same opir to me, but have assured me they looked upon 
this scene with feelings not only of disgust, but with feelings 
calculaied even to degrade them in their awn estimation, ” Sir, 
it is time this mattershould be arrested, and I sincerely trust it 
may be. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask pardon of the House, ifthey think the 


} 


pguestion I prapound contains an insinuation, for it is far from 


my intention. In due time, if permitted to do so, I shall follow 
it up with another, for (he purpose of endeavoring to bring this 


House from an issue with-two of its worthy members, and ask 
the witness wlrether:he knows of any act or cause caleulated to 
place Mr. Whitney in a condition that he ought not to appear 
before that commitiee. ‘Phat ia the question, and the only 
question before this body. or that ought to be before this body, 
Yet what have you been doing? -Yow have been to the While 
House, you have beon to the comntittee, and for what purpose? 


It had been justly and - 


Why, merely to gain an advantage over.two Worthy gentlemen 
not on theirtrial, spread it before this community, and sthrough 
it tothe country atlarge, thereby bringing the whele Union into 
contempt and disgrace; and we are to Be not only the aiders and 
abettors, but the sole cause of this! We, the selected representa. 
tives of the soyereign people of this: country, taking ‘into our 
own hands this mean, petty, dirty work! Surely, ifthe House 
can be brought to consider the subject seriously. and gravel A 
they cannot fail to become convinced of the unpleasant attitude 
in which we are placed. 

“The people, sir, willsee it, and I will lay it before them, and 
ask them to say. to this body that, if its proceedings continue to 
-be ofa similar character to the present, the time is not far digs- 
tant when to havea > eat on this floor will be but lite gratifica- 
tion. 

For the purposes thus briefly stated, Mr. Speaker, I wish to 
` propound this question; but if any member can give mea good 
reason against it, will withdraw. it. 

Mr. PEYTON. Oh! take a vote on it. 

Mr. DAWSON. Very well; itis in the possession of the 
House; I will take a vote. 

Mr. BOON. I would like to ask the gentleman one ques: 
tion. Did he vote for or against bringing Reuben M. Whitney 
to this House? Because the responsibility of this procesding 
must rest with those whe —— | 

The CHAIR interposed, and said the gentleman from Indiana 
was out of order. ` ~ 

Mr. DAWSON. I will answer the gentleman’s question, sir, 
if I may be permitted to do so, $ 

The CHAIR. Both gentlemen are out oforder. i 

The question was then lost without a division; and accord- 
ingly the House determined that the interrogatory be not pro- 
pounded. 

Interrogatory of Mr. HARRISON of Missouri.—Do you 
know of any arrangement, or understanding, made by any 
member of this House, that R. M. Whitney should be brought 
before the House, in order that the conduct of the. Hon. Mr. 
Wisrand the Hon. Mr. Peyron, as members of the investigat- 
ing committee, should be brought into the investigation, and 
exposed to the country; and, ifso, state what that arrangement 
er understanding was, and who they are that. concerted it? 

Mr. VANDERPOEL must object to this interrogatory, inas- 
much as questions of a similar character had been several times 
decided by the House to be improper. He had no doubt the 
gentleman who propounded this interrogatory, had done ao. for 
good purposes, but he would submit to the Mouse, whether they 
had not better proceed wath the trial of Mr. Whitney, and not 
run off into another question. : nea 

Mr. HARRISON, in reply, and in support of the question he 
had put, remarked: 

Mr. Speaker. I kuow that questions having a similar bear- 
ing, have been propounded by the gentleman from Tennessee, 
(My. Peyton.) I was aware of that when I rose to offer the ques- 
tion I have submitted. But those questions did not directly 
embrace the point which is the object of the one I have offer- 
ed. Tcannot, therefore, withdraw it. 1 am desirous that the 
question should be answered. In every point of view in which 
the subject can bo brought to the mind, it is proper that it 
should be answered. A grave. and serions charge has been 
made, and in my opinion it should be met. Tt has been soundly 
asrerted-—the charge has been broadly made, by two members 
of this body, that Mr. Whitney was to be brought here, not for 
the purpose of trying the. contempt alleged against him, but for 
giv ng to the investigation which was to grow out of it; a parti- 
cular direction that was to involve and expose the conduct of 
certain gentlemen of the investigating committee. Sir, it has 
been charged that æ conspiracy was formed by members of 
this House, to carry on this trial in away that was, in fact, to 
make two gentlemen of this House defendants in the-case. “It hag 
been said, backed by the assertion too, that proof of it could be 
adduced, that a combination for this purpose has been entered 
into by members on this floor... Sir, this is a heavy charge, 
coming from members of this body; it is one that should not 
bè disregarded. Tam for inquiring into it. We owe it to those 
whe make it; for, being members of this House, however ex- 
ceptionable their conduct may appear, 1 assert it is due to 
them that the inquiry should be made. Y maintain that upon 
principles of justice, at ail times applicable, and upon the 
rights which belong to each and every member of this body., 
What is their care to day, may be ours to-morrow. If we fail 
to extend that justice which, as members, they have aright to 
look for. what may we expect, when the case becomes ours? 

Laut, siv, the e involves considerations of still greater 
moment than the have mentioned. It involves the honor 
and character of this House. ` Are gentlemen prepared to set 
here, and listen tamely and quietly to such charges, coming 
from a: portion of theirown body? Is there an honorable man 
on this floor willing to rest under ‘such imputations? ` For ene, 
Tam not. Letthe inquiry be made. - I do not fear the investi- 
gation; my hands are clean. If there be guilt, let the guilty 
suffer; andif the charges are unfounded, those that have made 
them will stand condemned and rebuked in the eyes of every 
candid man for their rash and imprudent course. Sir, we owe 
it to ourselves to have this matter inquired into. We owe it to 
the dignity of this body. What! a conspiracy entered into by 
gentlenicn on this floor against a portion of their fellow mem. 
. bers! A combination formed, by which the ostensible object 

of this trial is converted into an engine to operate on others! 
And all this, too, concocted in secret meetings! Is this nothing? 
If this be nothing, what is it that will rouse the sensibility of 
honorable gentlemen on this foor? As a member of the House, 
I want the inquiry made. T wish to know who, if any, have been 
engaged in not only thus abusing the powers of the House, but 
vining with the business of the country. And if the charge 
be unfounded, let those that have made it suffer the punish: 
ment to which they have justly exposed themselves, 

Sin, itis due to the people of this country that the inquiry 
should be made. They havea right. to know net only those 
who are ready to abnse the powers of this House. and treat its 
authority with contempt, but especially those who, at this pe- 
riod of the session, when all the important business of the coun- 
trv is matured and ripened for action, will sport with the great 
interests of this pation in thus blocking up all its business 
for the unworthy purpose of gratifying their private feelings, 

Isit possible that this body has been made, by any understand- 
ing or arrangment, the instrument of such a purpose? Sir, if 
there be any such understanding, Iagain repeat, let the inquiry. 
be made, that the people of this country may know it, andir- 
fict upon the guilty the sentence of their just indignation: 

Sir, lam now proud that I made.the motion to reconsider 
the vote on the resolution under which we are cenducting this 
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trial. Twas induced to do it to economise time. I thought 
then that I foresaw the difficulties which we have already met 
at every step of the trial, and that we could not progress and 
go through with it, without probably consuming the remain- 

er of the session. Had my motion carried, we might have 
ended this business in ten minutes, and avoided that shameful 
consumption of time, at this late hour of the session, which 
the trial must necessarily take. But, when my motion failed, 
I then entered into the trial with my mind directed to the guilt 


or innocence of Mr. Whitney, and with a determination of car- - 


rying it on, for the purpose of ascertaining that fact. But, sir, 

“js it not an inexcusable perversion. of the ostensible object. of 
this trial, if there has been any arrangement or understanding 
among the members of this House, to give it a direction never 
contemplated by those who regarded it as a question involving 
the highest considerations? Iam unwilling to believe that there 
are any here so totally regardless ofthe public interests, and of 
the dignity of this body, as to be guilty of such an act. But 
the charge has been made, and we should meet it. Itis for this 
purpose that Ihave propounded this question, and I hope the 
House will permit it to be answered. 

Mr. BOND called for the yeas and nays, which the House re- 
fused to order, and it was decided that the interrogatory should 
not be put, without a division. 

Interrogatory of Mr. MeKEON.— Will you examine the 
list of the yeas and nays, taken on the question of issuing a 
warrant against R. M. Witney for an alleged contempt? Will 
you state the number of those friendly to the administration, 
who voted for the arrest, andthe number of those who voted 
against the arrest? : 

Mr. VANDERPOEL objected to this interrogatory. He was 
in hopes, that after deciding eight or nine times that interroga- 
tories of this kind should not be propounded; that they would 
proceed with the trial of Mr. Whitney, and would cease to try 
the judges instead of trying the accused. 

Mr. McKEON said that his colleague (Mr. Vanderpoel) need 
not have any apprehension that he (Mr. McK.) wished, in any 
way, to investigate motives. He wished to get at a few facis 
that might be useful in the inquiry now before the Houze. He 
had heard charges made that there was a conspiracy in this 
matter, and he wanted to know who the conspirators were 
who brought up this investigation. He wished the whole 
story to be told. We believed that the resolution, which was 
the foundation of this proceeding, did act proceed from an 
administration member. It was offered by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, (Mr. Lincoln.) The arrest was not made by 
the mass of the administration members. He had not exa- 
mined the journals of the House, but he had understood that 
but fourteen of the administration members voted for the reso- 
lution, and that, in the. minority on that questien, would be 
found but few opposition members. We have heard intima- 
tions- thrown out that the President has been concerned in 
bringing about this proceeding. Well, sir, if he has been in 
the conspiracy, it must have been with his political opponents; 
and if so, it will be somewhat a matter ef astonishment to the 
country. The motives for voting, by geatlemen on both sides, 
were various. Some voted against it because it would consume 
time; others, because we had no jurisdiction. He would im- 
pugn the motives of no person, either on one side or the other. 
He was anxious to get at the facts, but he would not insist on 
his question if, in any way, it would retard the business kefore 
them, 

Tne question was then taken, and it was decided that the 
interrogatory should not be put to the witness, without a di- 
vision: 

First interrogatory of Me. BOND.—Will you be good 
enough to examine the journal of this House, showing the vote 
onthe motion ofthe member from Missouri, (Mr. Harrison,) to 
reconsider the vote allowing R. M. Whitney to examine wit- 
nesses, and state, if you can, how many members of this House, 
favorable to the present administration, voted for it, and how 
many against? à a 

Mr. CUSHMAN objected to this interrogatory, on the ground 
that it was trifling with the House, 

Mr. BOND said, the gentleman from New Hampshire (Mr. 
Cushman) objected to the question, as trifling with the House. 
It would have been better for that gentleman to have thought of 
the manner in which, and by whom, this whole proceeding had 
been made to trifle away the time of this House. The gentle- 
man from New York (Mr, McKeon) had just offered and advo- 
cated a question hy which he intended to show that the admin- 
istration party were opposed to the proceeding against. Reuben 
M. Whitney. Mr. B. said he did not doubt this; for hesaw, by 
the direction which had been given to this case, that that party 
were not only disinclined to brmg Whitney here, but had lost 
sight of the object for which he wasarrested, This was a pro- 
ceeding for an alleged contempt committed by Whitney, in re- 
fusing to appear and give testimony before a select committee 
ofthis House, when summoned for that purpose under the order 
ofthe House. The party heing brought to the House, offered 
in writing his reasons for refusing to go before the committee. 
Mr. B. appealed to the House, to know if any member of it en- 
tertained any doubt as to the manner in which such a case 
would be disposed of in the courts of the country, whether of 
superior or inferior jurisdiction. All would-agree that the first 
and mostimportant step would be, either to require the accused 
to verify his excuse by his oath, or submit to interrogatories, 
with a view to purge himself of his contempt, if he could. The 
accused knew (and he was the only one who could know) 
whether he meant to commit a contempt; and if he would, un- 
der oath, say he designed none, Mr. B. did not suppose any 
member of the House wished to punish him. If this had been 
done, the cass would, in all probability, have been disposed of 
inten minutes. And whether the precedents in cases of con- 
tempt be regarded, or the time of the House (now more pres 
cious than ever, from the late period of the session) be of any 
value, the case should have been disposed of in the shortest 
possible time consistent with justice. Why was it not done 607 
Upen whom did the responsibility rest for the extraordinary di- 
rection given to this case,and the consequent consumption of 
time?, Gentlemen say they did not vote to bring Whitey here. 
That, My. Speaker, is not the true question. 


Mr. B. maintained that the accused was rightly and preper- 
ly brought. before the House. It had, bya solemn vote been 
determined, that a select committee should inquire into the 


- condition of some of the public departments; and for that pur- 


pose might call witnesses before them. That committce re- 
ported to the House that they believed it necessary, and had 
summoned the accused, but he refusedto appear. Mr. B. said 
he would not detain the House, to prove the propriety of arrest- 
ing the witnegs, in order to inquire into the alleged contempt; 
it was self evident. 

Whatever error had been committed, might be traced to the 
yoteofthe House on the motion of the gentleman from Misseuri, 
(Mr. Harrison,) to reconsider the resolution allowing the exami- 


nation of witnesses. The vote upon these resojutions had been 


hastily given; and it was not at first discovered that they were 
susceptible of the construction which has been put on them. 
The gentleman from Missouri before alluded to, fearing the 
state of things which has followed, moved the reconsideration, 
with a view, as he expressly urged, to follow the uniform pre- 
cedents in such cases, and atthe same time economise the time 
of the House. Mr. B. said that motion had been deliberately 
voted down by that same majority in this House, which pos- 
sesses a resistless power; and on them shouid rest the responsi- 
bility of an utter disregard of all order and precedent in such 
cases, as well asa waste o{time. The question which he pre- 
pounded would show that vote, and was a fair set-off to the in 
terrogatory of the gentleman from New York, (Mr. MeKeon,) 
which Mr. B. said he considered as evading. if not, in fact, 
dodging, the merits of this part of the controversy. 

And as a further evidence of the fixed determination 
of that same majority, to disregard the established usa- 
ges of all courts in cases of contempt. - Mi. BOND 
said he would remind the House that an honorable 
gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Chambers.) had, at the very 
instant when the accused appeared, after the adoption of the 
extraordinary resolution referred to, moved to put him under 
his oath, with a view to his immediate discharge if he disciaim- 
ed al] contempt; and this proposition was voted ‘down! It is 
then, Mr. Speaker, perfectly plain, that the administration party 
of this House have lost sight of the conrempt charged against 
the accused, and have put it into his power noi oniy to evade 
pursuit, butto waste our time. i 

Genuemen may flatter themselves that they can escape all 
obloquy, by alleging that they did not vote to bring Whitney 
before the House. Mr. Bond wished to remind them of a cer- 
tain fable, in which one of the actors did aot take the meat and 
the other had it not. They were equally culpable. And thougli 
gentlemen had been unwilling to bring Whitney here, they 
cannot deny the public necessity of this House using such an- 
thority. He appear.d; they have, by giving his case its new 
and strange direction, committed a greater error than if they 
had voted for his arrest, and will shield him from his examina- 
tion as a witness. 

Mr. B. concluded by expressing a hope that he might beio- 
dulged in putting the question. f 

The question was then taken, and it-was decided tha: the in- 
terrogatory should not be put to the witness, without a divi- 
sion. 

Fifth interrogatory by CounseL.—Please state fparticn- 
tarly whether Mr. Peyton's complaint of Mr. Whimey’s frown 
or scowl, mentioned tn your preceding evidence, was made be- 
fore or after My. Whitney had left tho committee room, by di- 
rection of the chairman, and in the course of Mr. Peyton’s 
apology to the committee for his violence; and whether that 
be not the point of time referred to in that p: 


«f your evidence, 
where yousay “ Mr Peytoo complainedof it at the ime?” 

Answer.—In my preceding &nswer to an interrogatory, where 
I mentioned Mr. Peyton’s complaint “at the time,” Tmean by 
that phrase, to include “the time” occupied with this affair in 
the committee room. q 


1 think the complaint was mace after 
Mr. Whitney left the room, and whilst Mr. Peyton was apolo- 
gising to the committee; but I am confident he referred toa 
scowl or frown which was’ given at the time the witness 
handed his answer tothe chairman. i 

Sizth Interrogatory by CounseL.—Did you eee such 
scowl or frown as you have just mentioned? 

Answer.—Idid, not, and have so stated in myanswer to the 
first interrogatory. i 

Seventh question by CovnseL.—-Pleese state particularly 
whether, ai the time Mr. Peytonfirst broke out in passion against 
Mr. Whitey, or at the time when Mr. Wise first denounced the 
insolence of Mr. Whitney in the terms before stated by you, there 
was any cause apparent in the manner or langnage of either of 
those gentlemen, for their irritation, except Mr. Whitney’s writ- 
ten answer to Mr. Peyton’s question; and whether you did, at 
that time, suspect, or had any reason, and what reason, to aus- 
pect either that Mr. Peyton had then received any provocation 
but that same written answer, or that Mr. Wise was then moved 
te denounce Mr. Whitney’s insolence upon any other ground 
than the same answer? g 

‘Answer. Atthe time when those gentiemen first rose and 
manifested excitement, I knew of no cause for it, except what 
was to be found in the written answer of the witness: neither did 
I suspect, at that time, that any additional cause of provocatic 
had heen given by the manner of Mr. Whitney. __ 

Bighth interrogatory by CounseL —Did Mr. Wise, at any 
time, and when and where, staie what was his purpose in going 
around the table, and placing himself near the accused, as stared 
in your answer tothe firstinterrogatory? If yea, what did he 
say was his purpose? ani was the statement of Mr. Wise, as to 
his purpose in that movement, before or after the accuscd’s 
testimony before the committee had been closed? (i 

Answer.—l have said, in my answer to the first int ; oza- 
tory, that I heard Mr. Wise apeak of this subject in a pubie con- 
versation. It was in the committee room; and took place some 
days after the affair with My. Whitney. His statement was 
similar lo that made in this House. f do not remember the 
exact words; but the tenor of it was—that he would have killed 
the witness, if the later had attempted to draw his hand out of 
his breeches pocket. Mr. Wise expressed @ belief, that the 
witness had a pistol in that hand; and that his object in drawing 
dont, would have been to shoot Mr. Peyton; and under such 


ey 


sand wh 


Circumstances, he, Mr. Wise, would haye killed Mr, Whitney 
o save Mr. Peyton. Iam not ‘certain, whether Mr. Whitney? - 
testimony was then closed; but I know that he waa net presen 
at this conversation. 

Third interrogatory by Mr. WISE—Did you undersiand 
from Mr. Wise, at any time, that he would have shot or killed 
Whitney, unless he (Wise) had thought it necessary: tó protect 
the life ot his friend, Mr. Peyton? and did not Mr. Wise express 
his gratification, at every tiime you have heard him converge on 
the ‘subject, that there was no necessity for any other interponi 
tion on his part than that which was pacific? : 

Answer. ‘Yo the first inquiry, I answer that he didnot. To 
the second, T answer in the affirmative. ' ya 

Fourth interrogatory ty Mr. WISE.—-Did you hear Mr. 
Wise utter or make any threat whatever against the life or pex- 
son of Whitn-y at the time of the oceurrence between him and 
Mr. Peyton; and did Mr. Wise intimate any disposition to take 
any un advantage of Whimey? ` 

Ansicer.—} heard no such thre 
nothing during the affair which in 
part to assault Mr. Whitney, or to u 
wards him of any kind. 

Fifth interrgatory by Mr. WIS 
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Séath inierrogatory by My, WE 
stand in such a position, with his right arm in the left side of 
his waistecat, that his right arm might have been seized by 
Whitvey's left hand, whilst his (Whitrey’s) right arm would 
have been tree to usea ] or dirk, if be had drawn one? 

Mr. GHOLSON objected to this interrogatory, not. so much 
Ajecuon to its being answered, as for the purpose 
ig some rule of proceeding in this investigation, If 
tied the counsel for the accused must 
hey should continue the examina- 
be broush nination. Ie 
eouli see no possible benefit to bed om questions of 
this kind, and forthe bare purpose of establishing some stop- 
ping point. he objected to.this hiterroga! 
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as the gentleman from Mi i 
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jection he had not ex- 
man on that floor, especially 
yi had admitted that the ques- 
Ife wished to cxamine this 
on of the parties at the ime of 
room, m his own vindication for 
u that floor, and which he- would 
the presene of the world, that when he thought 
he saw bis friend in danger he wowd interfere in his behalf. 
This he askel in his own vindication, that be might be permit- 

ted to e ne this witness, as the answer to the question might 

be of importance to him. A 

Mr. GHOLSON then said he would withdraw the objection. 
We had objected to i, becense of the time it might consume 
ifthey wert into an examination of this kissd. 

Mr. WISE believed the answer to this interrogatory would 
prove that the parties were standing very near to cach other, in 
the highest state of excitement... He knew his friend (Mr. 
Peyton) wag in the highest state of excitement, and the other 
in a doubtful state; but whether he was wound up 
is coji or whether he was confounded, Mr. 
rence of opinion as to that. 
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ment of the quarrel. ei i i 
yas sitting near a small table, upon which he wrote hisanswerg 


aries propounded to him, inthe: corer of the 
ý room, on the tight of the fire. place;.Mr. Garland, 
OR t. Hamer, and Mr. Gillet were. sitting at a Jong 
‘which sat in front of the fire; Mr. Harmer at the end neer- 


ton and Mr. Garland in front‘of the fire; Peyton nearest to 
“Mr. Whitney, with his: face’ tured ‘toward. Mr. Garland; Mr. 

Wise, Mr. Fairfield, and myself were sitting upon a sofa on the 
“Opposite side of the fire from Mr, Whitney. The examination 


. of the witness was conducted by. Mr. Peyton, who had pro- - 


podnded tó himi question No,- 15.a copy of which I append 
ereto; to which ‘the. witness returned the answer, a copy of 

Whith Í also append hereto. Mr. Pierce and Mr. Johnson were 

absent.” When Mr. Garland, the chairman, had read aloud the 
<. anawer ef Mr. Whitney, Mr. Peyton addressed the Chair, and 
Seid: “I wish you to inform this witness that he is not to insult 
come in-his anewers; ifhe does, God damn him, I will take his life 
“apeitthe spot.” As he uttered the latter 


hira, said something like this, the. precise words I do. not 
“recollect: “You have eaid that I am shielded. by the Con- 
+ stitution; now, sir, I wish you to understand that I claim no 
"wach protection; and if you imsult* me, you “damned dog, 
{ will take your life”. Mr. Wise at this moment arose, and 
_ advanced to the ‘side of Mr. Peyton,.and in front of Mr. Whit- 
ney, and said “yes, this damned insolence, or your damned 
insolence, is. insufferable.” Mr. Garland, who was. endeavor- 
-dng to keep order, spoke to Mr. Wise, but what he said, is not 
recollected, ifit was heard. Mr. Wise made no other remark, 
‘but stepped a few feet back, or toward the opposite side of the 
Toom from that at which Mr. Whitney. was, and stood. Mr. 
` Peyton turned from Mr. Whitney, and remarked— hitherto I 
have treated him with marked respect; damn him, I have treat- 
ed him asif he had been a gentleman; and to be thus insulted 
by a, damned thief and robber, damn him he shan’t do it.” 
hile uttering the latter part of this sentence, he discovered 
‘more excitement, and turned toward Mr. Whitney, (but if he 
~aaid any thing, I do not recollect what it was,) who rose and ad- 
. dressing himself to the Chair, claimed the protection of the com- 
mittee; when Mr. Peyton said to him, “ God damn you, hush, 
or be silent, you shan’t speak: all your communications ate to 
be made in writing. Youshan’tsay a word, while in this room; 
if you do PI put you to death;” advancing toward him, and put. 
ting his hand into his bosom, and also ordered him to take his 
neat, — à 
Mr. Garland, at this moment, stepped between 
and:Mr, Whitney, remonstrating with the former. Mr, Wise, 
who had remained silent and stationary, looking at the parties, 
suddenly turned, and walked briskly around the table at the 
end opposite to the one at which the parties were, (pausing a 
few seconds,) opposite to the left side of Mr. Whitney, and 
`.. some few feet from “him; and then advanced in front of Mr. 
Peyton, and between him and Mr, Whitney, and putting his 
hand upon his breast, remarked: “don’t Peyton, damn him, he 
ix not worth your notice; or the damned scoundel is not worth 
your notice,” followed by some other remarks which Ido not 
“recollect, but which I thought at the time,’ was intended 
to induce Myr. Peyton te desist. While Mr. Wise was 
passing around the table, I advanced to the side of Mr. Peyton, 
and placed my hand upon his right arm, and atthe game time 
remonstrated against any violence, and endeavored tocalm his 
feelings. 
Mr. Peyton then sat down, but seon turned toward Mr. 
_ Whitney, and said, “damn him, his eyes are on me; God damn 
him he is looking at me; he shan’t do it; damn-hirh, he shan’t 
look at me.” At this time I moved that the examination ef 
Mrt Whitney should be suspended; when Mr. Hamer rose and 
objected, and’said that the witness must understand that he was 
hot to treat any member of the committee with disrespect, Mr. 
Garland, Ithink, remarked that the witness might retire to 
another room, which he did. Mr. Hamor then offered the re- 
solution which has been published, a copy of which I append 
Mereto, which was adopted by the committee without objection. 
At this time a proposition was made that the committeesrise, 
which waa objected to by Mr. Wise, to the members ofthe com- 
mittee, apart from Mr, Peyton, who gave as his reasons that he 
wished to retain Mr. Peyton there in committee until he; should 
become cool; that he apprehended danger if, in the state of 
feelings which he (Mr. P.) then was, the committee should rise. 
Mr. Whitney was recalled, and one or two questions propound- 
ed to him. Tshould have mentioned that when Mr. Whitney 
returned, and was informed of the resolution which the com- 
* mittee had adopted, he remarked, “that if he had dene any 
thing which the committee considered disrespectful, he regret- 
ted it and apologised.” y 
I think it proper that Ishould state here that 
returing his answer to the interrogatory to the 
committeo, had, from their situation, necessarily to pass it by 
Mr. Peyton; that, in doing so, he threw his eyes upon him with 
‘a scowl upon his countenance, which I thoughtat the time was 
intended to indicate that his feelings were excited. My atten- 
tion, was drawn to Mr. Whitney at this time, the more particu- 
larly, from the fact, that I knew the answer to this interrogatory - 
+ involved the truthof the remarks made by Mr. Peyton in the 
House, ‘and contradicted in the card of Mr. Whitney, both of 
which T had read in the newspapers. I heard no remark made 
by Mr. Whitney when the answer was handed in. I thought 
r. Whitney’s countenance indicated some excitement when 
he first read the interrogatory, and while he was writing his 
answer: [heard no expression from him, however, by word. 
This is my best recollection of the unpleasant transaction. I 
have doubtless omitted many circumstances of minor impor- 
` -tance that happened, for I do not -profess to be able to give 
them all I have given all, however, that 1 have a recollection 
ofat this moment. 
(The following is the question and answer referred to in the 
above: : ` 
Question fifteenth.—Did you receive any letter. of recom. 
mendation from R. B. Taney, or did he, in any manner, 
countenance yeu.in applying for the a; ency contemplated ; 
-or.did he positively refuse to recommend, receive; or counte- 
mance: you in that capacity, while he wagat the head of the 
Treasury Department ? S h 
<: Anewer.—] decline answering this interrogatory, 
ticularly-as the individual 


Mr. Peyton 


Mr. Whitney, in 
chairman of the 


inter more par- 
propounding it has asserted, posi- 
tively and- publicly, that the substance of the latter part. of 
it is true, beginning with “or did he,” &c.; therefore, being 
the party accused, I am not a proper witness, T think, in 
justice, that the individual who has made the allegation 
should be called to produce his proof. _¢ i 


Fhe witness yas desired to withdraws 


to Mr. Whitney; Mr. Gillet at the opposite end; Mr. Pey- 
Te 


part of this sentence, 
«he. fose, and turned towards Mr. Whitney, and addressing ` 


}. Mr NAMER moved that the foregoing answer to the fifteenth 


Togatory,-and disrespectful to a. member of the committee: 
The witness being called in, the chairmaninformed him of 
the decision of the Committee, and returned him his answer. 
The.witness assured the chairman that, if he had been in any 
manner disrespectful ae committee, he very muchregretted 
it, and apologised for it- f E eet fan a 
P Second pasion by Counsst.—What was Mr. Whitney’s 
general demeanor ag a witness before the committee ; was any 
indecorum or disrespect on his part tewards the eommitiee, or 
any, member.of it; observed or complained of, or inany manner 
censured by the committee ? yee 
rAnsiter.—I do not feel prepared to say, that, atall times 
during the examination of Mr. Whitney before the committee, 
his demeanor was entirely unexceptionable. 
On the 13th of January last, while the committee had under 
- consideration the application of Mr. Whitney, who had ap- 
peared before them as a witness, for further time to prepare 
for hisexamination, several questions were propounded to him, 
the object of which was w enable the committee to decide upon 
his application. His reply to one of which I thought disre- 
spectful to the committee, in which opinion, at the ume, from 
the expressions of the members present, I thought they unani- 
mously concurred. Instead ef responding to the interrogato- 
ry, Mr. Whitney replied that he declined to answer any fur- 
ther interrogatories, (until his application for further time was 
acted upon by the committee, and this was done, too, after he 
had been informed expressly of the object of the interrogatories.) 
` For a full understanding of this occxrrence, I refer to the printed 
journal of the committee of that day, beginning at page 23, and 
herewith sent. i z 
This course of Mr: Whitney was excepted to in the commit- 
tee. No decision, however, was made, and consequently no 
notice taken of the exception upon the journal of that day. 
The necessity of his answer.was, by the subsequent determina- 
tion of the committee, granting the time asked, obviated. And 
when afterwards the subject of reporting this eonduct to the 


cided to be unnecessary. I recollect of no other conduct of 
Mr. Whitney to which the attention of the committee was 
called, except his reply to the interrogatory out of which the 
difficulty mentioned in my answer to the first interrogatory 
eW. # 

hind question by CoUNSEL.—Please state whether the con- 
ductof Mr, Whitney, throughout the whole of the unhappy 
scene in question, was or was not cool, collected, and forbearing; 
whether he did, or did not, manifest-by word, deed, or gesture, 
or by what word, deed, or gesture, any disposition to assault 
Mr. Peyton. Please describe such’ circ 
ture and manner, as may go to show whether he meditated as- 
sault, or stood on the defensive merely, 

Answer.—1 do not remember to have seen any act upon the 
par: of Mr. Whitney, except his reply to the interrogatory, and 
the scowl of countenance mentioned’ in my answer tothe first 
interregatory, which I thought indicated any-disposltion to pro- 
duce a difficulty upon the occasion alluded to. I saw no effort 
upon his part to do any act of viclence; my view of him, haw- 
ever, during part of the time, was intercepted by individuals, 
in standing and passing between us, so that} cannot say he 
done no actof the sort. 

First question by Mr: CALHOON of. Kentucky.—Did or did 
< not Mr, Wise, endeavor to psevent any collision between Mr. 
Peyton and R. M. Whitney, by stepping in between them, and 

laying his hands upon Mr. Peyton, and pushing him baek 
from his position? 

Answer.—Mr. Wise did interpose, and ¥ thought his inter- 
position very efficient in preventing violence upon the occasion 
alluded to in this interrogatory; and, with the exception of the 
part which he first took upon the excitement of the mo- 
ment, and which I have described in my answer to the first 
interrogatory, and except, too, the act of taking his station on 
the left of Mr, Whitney, he acted the part of a peace maker. 
In taking his station ‘on the left of Mr. Whitney, I thought, at 
the moment, was intended for the sečurity of Mr. Peyton, 
whom, from the sudden manner of Mr. Wise’s movement in 
doing se, he considered in danger. This was the impression 
upon my mind at the moment. I did not, myself, apprehend 
any such danger. I had seen nathing to indicate it, but, as I 
have remarked, I was not in a situation to see every act that 
was done, or might have been done, by Mr. Whitney; for, at 
the instant when Mr. Wise started round the table, Mr. Pey- 
ton and Mr. Wise, and probably some other person, were 
between Mr. Whitney and myself. 

Second question by Mr. CALHOON o Kentucky.—Did, 
or did not, Mr. Wise privately request the membere of the 
committee not to rise until after a sufficient time was allowed 
after the examination of R. M. Whitney was closed, to enable 
him (Whitney) to withdraw from the conimittee room, so as to 
prevent the witness and Mr. Peyton being thrown ‘together, 
without the presence of the committee to restrain them? and 
did net Mr. Wise, at the time, declare that his object was to 
prevent collision between the partiés? 

Answer.—I answer in the affirmative throughout, and refer 
to my answer to the first inverrogatory propounded for a full 
response to this. 

Third question by Mr. CALHOON of Kentucky.—Did Mr. 
Wise do-more than denounce the insolence of R. M. Whitney 
to the committee? And, in attempting to pacify Mr. ‘Peyton, 
did he do more than say to him that R. M. Whitney was not 

worth his notice? 

Ansiwer.—For answer to this interrogatory, I refer to.my an- 
swer to the first interrogatory. ý 

Fourth question of Mr. CALHOON of Kentucky.—Did or 
did not Mr. Wise and Mr. Peyton treat R: M. Whitney with 
perfect respect in his. examination before the committee, both 
before and after the difficulty between him and Mr. Peyton had 

occurred; and did not his examination occupy much time, and 
Were not most of the questions propounded by Mr. Peyton after 
the difficulty occurred? 

Answer.—I thought the course of Mr. Wise and Mr. Peyton, 


ful, Mr. Whitney’s examination occupied some time after the 
difficulty, but how long precisely I do not remember. The 
~ question to the answer to which exception. was taken, and out 

of which this unfortunate occurrence grew, was No. 15; and 
questions to the number of 53 or more were propounded to the 
Witness in his whole examination. 

Fifth question: by Mr- CALHOON of Kentucky —Had 
you, er had you notseen Mr. ‘Whitney’s-card m the Globe of 
the Sth of January last, which is as follows: 


-question be returned to the: witriess, being no reply. tothe inter- . 


House was brought to the notice of the committee, it was de- - 


umstancee of his pos-- 


beth before and after the difficulty mentioned, entirely respect- 


::{This tard has been heretofore published in the'Globe.] 
` -And do you’ not know or believe.that Mr. Peyton had seer 
said card, or was informed of its contents? and. did: not the 
answer to. the question: which preceded the’ difficulty, involve 
the truth of the charges which the card of Mr.’ Whitney pro 
nounced to de false, and for the uttering of which he pronounce: 
Mr. Peyton a calumniator? : 

| — Answer.—-This interrogatory I answer in the affirmative 

throughout. 

First gestion of Mr. INGERSOLL.—What language dic 

R. M- Whitney use immediately before the interposition 0; 
Mr. Peyton? - : i : 

`. Answer.—I do not understand what is meant by the “inter 
position of Mr. Peyton,” in reference to this transaction. ‘I have 
stated, in my answer'to the first interrogatory, all of the lan. 
guage used by Mr. Whitney, that [now remember, and the cir. 
cumstances under which the same wasexpressed. ‘ 

Second question by Mr. INGERSOLL.—What language dić 
Mr. R: M; Whitney, use immediately after the’ witness says, 
“Mr. Peyton rose and addressed the chairman?” ; 

Answer.—I do not recellect that any language was used by 
Mr. Whitney at the time mentioned. Indeed, Y recollect of ne 
other Janguage used by Mr. Whitney during the difficulty, 
than what I have stated in my answer to the first interro. 

atory. 

Š Question by Mr. BELL.—When Mr. Peyton was called tc 
order by the chairman of the committee for the first remarks 
made by him in reference to Mr. Whitney, did he ‘hot take his 
seat, and continue sitting until, Mr. Whitney rose and com: 
menced speaking? 3 

Ansiwer.—For a full answer to this interrogatory, L refer tc 
my answer to the first interrogatory propounded to me, in whick 
I have spoken as particularly on this point as Lrecollect the oc 
currence. Sek ` cael 

Second. question of Mr. BELL.—When Mr. Peyton rose the 
“second time, did he advance across a line drawn from his chair 

towards the fireplace, cutting him off from R. M. Whimey‘ 
Could you, at the instant of time when Mr. Peyton put his hanc 
to his bosom, see the right hand of Mr. Whitney? Ifyes, was ii 
not thrust into his pocket, with his left foot advanced? i 

Answer.—My impression js that hedid. My situation, how. 
ever, was such that I could not correctly determine as to the 
fact. T was at the time siting on the sofa, in the rear of Mr. 
Peyton. I did notseè Mr. Whitney at the moment when Mr 
Peyton put his hand in his bosom, Mr. Peyton himself, and 
others, intercepted my view of Mr. Whitney. N 

Third question of Mr. BELL.—Did you occupy a position 
which enabled you to see the offensive look or scowl of the wit- 
ness, R. M. Whitney, which he cast upon Mr. Peyton, if any, at 
the time of handing his answer to the chairman? `, 

Answer.—I did, and refer to my answer to the first interroga- 
tory for my answer to this. 

Fourth question of Mr. BELL.—Did not Mr. Peyton com- 
Jain that the witness, R. M. Whitney, had ingulted him by 
his look at the time? Fe 

Answer.—He did, during some part of his remarks; but at 
what pointoftime Ido not recollect. : . 

Fifth question of Mr. BELL.—-If it had been Mr. Peyton’s 
intention to draw a weapon upon Mr, Whitney, had he not 
ample time to foso? i j aay 

Answer.—I think he had. es 

Sizth question of Mr. BELL.--What numbet of interroga 
tories were propounded by Mr. Peyton to the witness, R. M. 
Whitney? How many before, and how many after, the quese 
tion and answer which gave rise to the altercation alluded to? 

Did you apprehended danger of insult or personal violence 
to said witness, when he re-appeared before said committee, 
on the part of either Mr. Wise or Mr. Peyton? ` State, whether 

they, and each of them, did not treat him’ with the courtesy due 
a witness, ag well after, as before that occurrence? 

Answer.—For answer 4o the first branch of this interroga. 
tory, I refer to my answer to the 6th interrogatory propounded 
tome by Mr. Calhoun... I did not apprehend danger to Mr. 
Whitney from any quarter, upon his retum to the committee 
room. Thetreatment of Mr. Whitney, by Mr. Wise and Mr. 
Peyton, both before and after this difference, was respectiul 
so far as I observed. 4 

Seventh question of Mr. BELL.—Was there not a rule of 
the committee that all questions should be reduced to writing, 
and propounded through the chairman to witness, if not. ob- 
jected to by a member of the committee; and that-all answers of 
witness should be returned in’writing through the same chan- 
nel? and wasitnot remarked by Mr. Peyton, that the witness 
must answer in writing, and that he should not. address the 
committee in any other way? è i 

Answer.—There issuch a rule as referted to in this. inter- 
rogatory; and for my reply to the balance ofthe question, Lrefer 

to my answer to the first interrogatory. ee, eS 

Eighth question of Mr. BELL.—Tad, or had not. said wit- 
ness refused to arswer several questions put to him by Mr. 
Peyton, before the one above alluded to, characterising them 
as inquisitorial, which questions had been decided by the com- 
mittee as proper to be propounded?’ ! 7 

Answer.—He had refused to answer several questions, chart 
acterising them as inguisitorial, which were permitted to be pus 
by the committee.. The question of compelling an answer wa- 
reserved for the future consideration of the committee, as I un- 
derstood, if the witness should object. to answering it. 

First question by CommitrEe.—Was, owas not, the de? 
portmént of Mr. Peyton that of a man who did. not intend to 
make an attack, but desired to deter another, and make him 
desist from insulting remark and conduct? 5 

Answer—Iam unable to say what the intention‘of Mr. Pey- 
ton was upon the occasion alluded to-in this interrogatory. I 
have. described, as fully as I am able. to dé, the acts of Mr, 
Peyton in my answer to the first. interrogatory propounded. to 
me. : 

Second question by Commirres.—What Was the question 
put to Mr. Whitney, and his answer thereto, to which you re- 
ferin your answer to the first. interrogatory, and what was the 
vote of the cammittee also referred to by youjn your answer 
. to the same interrogatory, and will you now set this forth to'be 

received in connection with, and as part of your answer to said 
interrogatory? i 
” Answer.—T have ap ended to my answer, to the first-inter- 
rogatory, a copy, which I believe to be correct, of the question 
and answer referred to; and, also, a copy from the journal of 
the committee of the motion made and adopted by thë com- 
mittee; and. here: state that there was no objection mate: in 
committee to its adoption. % Piha E ea 

There being no further questions to be propounded. te thig 
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witness, the Hon. Ransom H. Grouzr of New York was called 
on the stand, 


MR. GILLET’S TESTIMONY. 

First question by the Counst. for the accused.—Please 
stateall the circumstances attending the dispute and disorder 
shat occurred before the select committee, whereof Mr. Gar- 
LAND ischairman, on Wednesday. the 25th of January; and 
state particularly all that was sail and done by, and the 
whole demeanor and conduct of, R. M. Whitey, as a wit- 
ness attending the cemmittee, and Messrs. Wise and PEYTON, 
as members of that committee, and all that occurred on that 
oecasion. : 

Answer.—I haye heard the answer of Mr. Fairfield to this 
interrogatory, and recollect the facts stated by him, and think 
they are truly stated, and I adopt his answer thereto, as a part 
of my own. [think other words reflecung upon Mr. Whitney 
were used by both Mr. Wise and Peyton, but I cannot call to 
mind any that lam certain were spoken, before Mr. Whitney 
retired from the committee room. . 

{The remaining portion of the witness's reply was similar to 
that of Mr. Fairfield to the same query, heretofore published 
in the proceedings. ] 

Second question by Counsni.—What was Mr. Whi ney's 
general demeanor as a witness before the committee; was any’ 
indecorum or disrespect on his part towards the committee, or 
any member of it, obsérved or complained of, or in uny manner 
censured by the coinmittee? 5 

Answer.—] never saw any indecorum or disrespect on the 
part of Mr. Whitney towards the committee, or any member 
thereof, unless bis written answer is déemed disrespetful. E 
aevor heard of any complaint by any member of the committee, 
of hie treating the committee, or any of its members, with inde- 
torum or disrespect. I ain not aware of his being censured by 
the committee, unless the reining of the answer. referred to 
ig construed to be eensnring him. 

Third question by CounsEL.— Please state whether the con- 

duet of Mr. Whitney, throughout the whole of the unhapr 
scene in question, was or was not cool, collected and forb 
ing: whether he did, or did not, manifeat by word, deed, oy 
ture, or by what word, deed, or gesture, any disposition - 
sault Mr, Peyton. Please deseribe such circumstances of his 
Posture and manner, as may go to show whether he meditated 
assault, or stood on the defensive merely. 
. Answer.—The conduct of Mr. Whitney was, as far as I 
observed it, cool, collected, and forbearing. I neither saw 
nor heard any thing on his part, by word, deed, or gosiure, 
Marifesting a dixpogition to assault Mr. Peyton. 

Firat question by Mr, CALHOON, of Kentucky.— Did, or did 
not Mr, Wise, endeavor to prevent any collision between Mr, 
Peyton, and R. M. Whitney, by stepping in between them, and 
laying hie hands upon Mr. Peyton, and pushing him back from 
hig position? ; 

Answer,—Mr., Wise did endeavor to pacify Mr. Peyton, and 
stepped between him and Mr. Whitney, asl have heretofore men- 
tioned, and I think put his hand on him while doing so, T cid 
not observe that he oe him baek from his position. 

Second question by Mr. CALHOON of Kentucky.—Did, or 
did not, Mr. Wise privately request the members of the Com-, 
mittee not to rise until after a sufficient time was allowed afier 
the examination of R. M. Whitney was closed to enable him 
(Whitaey) to withdraw from the committee room, so as to pre- 
ventthe witness and Mr. Peyton being thrown together, with- 
out the presence of the committee to restrain them? and did 
not Mr. Wiee, at the time, declare that his ohjent was to prevent 
collision between the parties? 

Ansioer.—T have some indistinetrecotlection of some person 
making the suggestion alluded to, but I cannot state by whom 
it was made, nor its cxact purport. 

Third question by My. CALHOON of Kentucky-—Did Mr. 
Wise do more than denounce the insolence of R. M. Whitney 
to the committee? And, in attempung to pacify Mr, Peyton, 
did he do more than gay to him that R. M. Whitney was not 
worth his notice? 

Answer.—Asto what Mr. Wise did or said, I refer to my 
answer to the first interrogatory. 

Fourth question of Mr. CALHOON of Kentuc 
did not Mr. Wise and Mr. Peyton treat R. M. V 
perfect respect in his examination before the commit 
before and after the difficulty hetween him and Mr. Peyton had 
occured; and did not his examination occupy much time l 
were not most of the questions propounded by Mr. Peyton alter 
the difficulty occurred? 

Answer.—Tam unaware of Mr. Peyton. or Mr. Wise 
ing Mr. Whitney with disrespect white | 
mittee, before or after the difficulty. Fis ex! 
considerable*time, much of which was occupied in writin 
aud settling questions to be put to him. Most of the que: 
were put after the difficulty. 

Fifth question by Mr © IOON of Kenin 
or had you not seen Mr. W ey's card in the G 
of January last, which is as follows: 

{Heretofore published inthe Globe.) 

Answer.—T saw Mr. Whitney’s card in the Globe of t 


treat- 
com 


4 


of January, Ido not know that Mr. Peyton hads or 
answer to the latter part of this i i to the 
card quoted t and to the qt on and ver etto, 


which speak for themselves. 

First question. of Mr. INGERSOLL; 
R.M. Whimey use immediately before the inverp 
Mr. Peyton? ` 

Answer.—-T am not aware that Mr. Whitney used any 
language immediately before the difficulty with Mr. Pey 

Second question by Mr. INGURSOLL.—Wh: 
Mr. R. M. Whimey nse immediately after the wit 
“Mr. Peyton rose and addressed the chairman?” 

Anstwer.—I do not know ofany language used by Mr. Whit- 
ney, after preparing his answer, but whai I havestated in my 
answer to the first interrogatory. wherein he claimed the pro- 
tection of the committee while befo 

First question by Mr, BELL.—W r 
to order by the chairman of the committee for the first remarks 
made by him in reference to Mr. Whitey, did he not take his 
seat, and continue sitting until Mr. Whitey rose and commenc- 
ed speaking? : 

Answer.—I think he did not. 

Second question of Mr. BELL.—When Mr. Peyton rose the 
second time, did he advance across a line drown from bis chair 
towards the fireplace, cutting him of from R. M. Whitney? 
Could you, at the instant of time when Mr, Peyton put his hand 
to his bosom, see the right hand of Mr. Whitney? If, yes, was 
H not thrust into his pocket, with the left foot adyanced? 


age did 
sition of 


ren Mr. Peyton was called 


į 


handto his b 


som, Ithink I could have scen Mr. Whitney, but 
J have no recollection of having seen his hand thrust into his 
pocket, orthat his left foot was advanced. 
Third ques'ion of Mr. BELL.—Diil you occupy a position 
whichenabled youto see the offensive look or scowt of the 
witness, R. M. Whitey, which he cast upon Mr. Peyton, if 
any, at the time of handing his answer to the chairman? =| 
Ansiver.—] did, bnt noticed none. 
Fourth question of Mr, BELU,— Did not Mr. Peyton complain 
that that the witness, R. M. Whitney, bad insulted bim by his 
ook at the time? 

Answer. I did not hear Mr. Peyton, at the time, complain that 
Mr. Whitney hadinsuked him by his jook. 
_ Fifth question of Mr. BELL.=“-If it had been Mr. Peyton’s 
intention to draw a weapon upon Mr. Whitney, had he not am- 
ple time to do sa? 
Answer.—lf the weapon was easily drawn, I should think 
be had. 
Sixth question of Mr. BELL.—What number of interroga- 
tories were propounded by Mr. Peyton to the witness, R. M. 
Whimey? How many before, and how many añer, the ques- 
tion and answer which gave vise to the altercation alluded to? 
Did you apprehend danger of insultor personal violence to said 
witness, when he re appeared before said committee, on the 
part ef either Mr, Wise cr Mr. Peyron? State whether they, 
and each of them, did not treat him with the courtesy due 


witness, as well after, as before that occurrence? 
Ansu: Tthink Mr. Peyton proposed fifty-three or more 
questions in his examination after his protest, and the difficulty 


ocewred-on the answer to the 
difficnity, while befor 
Mr. Wi 
hey remmed hefore 


h. Both before and after the 
g the committee, hoth Mr. Peyton and 
e treated Mr. Whiney respectfully. Afer Mr. Whit- 
e committee, I thought the excited feel- 


ings of Mr. Peyton and Mr. Wise were so much allayed that I 
n: 


violence to him, 
L—Was thère hota rule of 
ould be reduced to writing, 
and propounded throug the chairman to witnes not object- 
edto by a member of the commitee; and that all answers of 
itness should be returned in writing through the sane chan- 

and wag it not remarked by Mr. Peyton that the witness 
must answer in writing, and that he should not address the 


did net rehend d 


ger of insult or pe 
of Mr. B 


committee in any other w 
Answer,—There was such aruleas is referredto, The only 
remark of the kind made by Mr. Peyton, is given in my answer 


to the first interrogatory. 

Eighth question of Mr. BELS..—arl, or had not said wit- 

ness refused to answer several questions put to him by Mr. 
Peyton, before the one above alluded to, characterising them as 
mauisitorial, which questions had heen decided by the commit- 
tec as pr -per to be propounded? 
Answer,—Before the difficulty, I believe Mr. Whitney had 
refused to answer some six or eight of the interrogatories, and a 
portion of them, he alleged, were of an inquisitorial character, 
and therefore deciined to answer them. Previously to the difi- 
culty seven questions had been proposed that evening, three of 
which he answered, three he dectiued to answer, and to the last 
one he gave the response which immediately}preceded the dif- 
ficulty. No questions were propounded except by the consent 
of the committee, 

First question by Commerresr.~-Was, or was not, the de- 
portment of Mr. Peyton, that of a man who did not intend to 
make an attack, butdesired to deter another, and make him de- 
sist from msuldng semark and conduct? 

Answer.—I cannot state any fact not already given, going to 
show what Mr. Peyton desired to accomplish by his acts and 
words. ` 

Second question by Commirtes.—-What was the question 
put to Mr. Whitney and bis answer thereto, to which you refer 
in your answer to the first interrogatory, and what was the vote 
of the committee also referred to hy you in your answer to the 
š interrogator will you now set them forth to be re- 
ceived in conneciion with, endas part of, your answer to saidin- 
terregatory? 

Ansirer.—The quesiion put, was as follows: “Did you re- 
ceive any letter of of recommendation from R. B. Taney, or 
did Le fp any manner countenance or encourage you in apply- 
i or did he positively refuse to 
you ii that capacity, 
y Department. 
errogatery, more par 
s asserted, pos 
of jis 


>. her ng the party 
T think. ia justice, that the 


on, enould be called upon 


ing answer to the ith 
‘cing no reply to the in- 
ji her of ihe committee.” 3 
questions to be proponnded to Mr. 
es evnmmoned having 


esued r 
fur ed with the 
Rei to the ether wit- 


he might D 
2 had beer fu 


thatit would t 
ne would be in attendasg 
SOSEIONS, 


apnecesssry to issue 
upon the House the 


asworn, and furnished with interro- 
ight have his answers prepared by the 


As he un- 
y wimesses to 
nittee for the 


be called and sworn, 


Hous had any, and if they hat ¢ 
raight he called and swor atories given 
to them, sa the epared, 


Mr. GHOLSON sa called the only 
witness they proposed te examine, 

. Mr. THOMAS one rved that the counsel for the accused were 
about making an application for other witnesses to be sum- 
moned. , . 

kaMr. WISE wished to inquire if when the accused had done 
calling his witmesses, and when the witnesses which had heen 
caled by the comittee onthe part ofthe House were examin- 
ed, his friend from Tennessee (Mr. Peyton) and himself would 
be permitted to eall witnesses in their defence. 


Answer,—I think he did. At the time Mr. Peyton put his | 


ecient seca ab pp in tas ee ae 
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Mr. THOMAS said he might have misconstrted the ‘ditties of 
the committee, but he would state what he considered their du- 
ties to be. He looked upon the cominitioe inthe light ofa pre. 
secuting attorney on the part of the House; and afiter the coun- 
“sel for the accused should have closed their testimony, it would 
be the duty of the committee to produce to the House oral or 
written evidence in support of the charge made againat the ac- 
cused; and the committee would take it as a favor if the- two 
honorable gentlemen (Mr. Peyton and Mr. Wise) would aid 
them by furnishing the committee with the names of such wit- 
nasses ag they might desire to have summoned, or bring to.their 
notice such written testimony as might have a bearing upon the 
case. i 
Mr. WISE wished to say, with perfect respect to the com- 
mittee of the House, and he wished fo be distinctly understood 
when he said with perfect respect to the committee, that he had 
had no part or lot in the prosecution of this accused; and he 
would state to the House, that he never would be caught in 
being a prosecutor in any case unless called upon by the laws 
of the land to do so. He should neither assist, aid, abet, or 
counsel in this prosecution; and he only asked, not that he 
might be permitted to call witnesses there to testify against 
any man, but that he might be permitted to call witnesses to tes. 
tify to the truth touching his own conduct. He only desired 
to call witnesses as a defence of himself. He would deapise 
the calling witnesses as a prosecutor; he weuld scorn it. He 
had not voted either in the committee or in the House in the 
case of this man, nor would he testify in the case. All he 
would ask of gentlemen, would be to allow him the poor priv- 
ilege of exam‘ning witnesses in his own defence; and he was 
willing to stand or fall by the testimony which would be 
given, as he knew that he could ve convicted of nothing, 
excepting it was that he had sworn some oaths, and in exten- 
uation of that he had only to say that he was following the 
example of those who were jn the highest situations; he was 
but making use of court language; and if any gentleman 
wished ta hear a specimen of this kind of language, all he had 
to do was to go to the White House and speak of the Florida 
campaign. He repeated that he wished to.call witnesses, to 
justify himself, not to prosecute any man. 

Mr. THOMAS expressed a wish togay a very few words, 

The CHAIR said the whole of this conversation was out of 
order, $ 

Mr. THOMAS had but a word or two to say. Whether the 
gentleman from Virginia, or the gentleman from Tennessee, or 
any other niember of that House, might wish to adduce testi- 
mony in vindication of those two gentlemen, as implieated m 
this investigation, or with whatever other motive they might ~ 
think proper to furnish the commitiee with written testimony 
or oral testimony, it was the duty of the committee to bring 
that evidence in for the consideration of counsel. ‘The House 
had felt itself too numerous and too unwieldy to make ite argu- 
ments in the form of an issue between any parties, and thought 

proper that the duty should devolve on a smaller number. 
Veagain repeated that without inquiry into the motives with 
which the gentlemen bring testimony forward, Mr. T. as a 
member of the committee, would be glad himself to concur. _ 

The CHAIR must interpose again, ‘Theré was no proposi- 
tion betore the House. Is the counsel for the accused prepar- 
ed to proceedfurther? ae À 

Mr. LINCOLN eaid it. was proper for himself that neither he 

„norany other member of the select committee should have an 
thine further to do with this prosecution, He should have avail- 
ed himself, he said ofan earlier opportunity of asking to be ex- 
cused from attending on the committee ofexamination, but that 
he had been almost continually occupied on the select commit 
tee. He had, however, taken no part in the management of 
this examination, and had not voted that day on any one queation 
brought before the House, in relation to the subject. Under 
thesefcircumstances, he asked the House to excuse him from 
serving on the former committee. i ; í 

Mr. SUTHERLAND. Iris not worth while to discharge him 
now, »a their dutjes must be nearly at an end 

Mr. L. was however, excused by the House. 

My, WHITNEY was then conducted from the bar, and, 

On motion of Mr. BOND, 

The House adjourned. 
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TIMONY OF ‘CHE TION, J. L MARTIN OF ALA. 
teenth question by Mr. BELL —Hev 


you, or any other 
person fo your knowledge. hed any conversation with the said 
RM. Wh 


anmittee? Tf so, 
that hia feara 
s dene iw this 


G: 
kad 
matier? ate all he L 
uves which induced his course upon thts occasion, , 
Anser -—] have had no conversiuon whatever with Mr. 
Whimey since the time alluded ta in this inverrogatery, that T 
now ramember of, and ceriamly none upon the subject men. 


Sirih question by Mi, PEYF -When did you first see 
iuen statement of Fairfield, which he presented to 
in answer to t at intefrogatory propounded to 
nbstance of the same, 
-J do not reecilect the day on which T first saw the 
Huded toy it , Lthink, shoruy after Mr. Wise 
and Mr. Peyton made their statements of the occurrences of 
the 25th of mary, before the select committee mentioned ia 
this examination, fo the House, at which time I understood that 
they called upon the members of the committee to make their 
statement ai the cecurreuce. I was not presentat the time. 
Seventh question of the CounsE for the ecoused.—Did Mr. 
Wise, at any time, and when and where, atate what was his 
‘ ving around the table, and placing himself near the 


A 
the v 
thig Hous 
him, or the 

aAnswe: 
statement a 


purpose in going R 
mtel, “seared ni your answer to the first interrogaiory? If 


ye at did he say was his purpose? and was the statement 
HE LE o es his enue in that movement, before or af- 
ter the accused’s testimony betore the committee had been 
i 4 + . X 
sy E heard Mr. Wise- speaking of this subject in the 
committee room; but, as to the day, 1 am unable to specify; 
nor aim Table to say whether it was before or after the exami- 
nation of Mr. Whitney wasclosed. Il understood Mr. Wise to 
say, that his object in going round the table, near ta Mr. Whit 
uey, was to be able, if Mr. Whitney attempted to nse a weapor 
upon Mr. Peyton, to protect him from injury. f understeot 


tempt? Did:yownot think’and:-say, that he had reiterated the 
word ‘Saquisitorial’” offensively, and-had unnecessarily wrung 
every change upon it, as if it was a new word to him, of which 


he‘seemed fond; and ‘di 
night, in the'expression 
no longer sufferable? 

; Answer.—I did not consider Mr. Whitney’s: course. respect- 
fultothë committee at al} times prior to the occurrencealluded 
to, and particularly during the pendency of his application for 

. further time to prepare for his examination, and to make his 
return to the call made upon him by the subpena duces tecum; 
andas a full answer to this part of this interrogatory, Lrefer to 
my answer to question number two, propounded tome. 

did express the opinion that I thought he made too free a 

“age of the word “inquisitorial” in his anewers to the interroga- 
stories. of the committee. 
answers; that his simple statement that he declined to answer 
theinterrogatory, which I believe followed the word “inquisito- 
rial’ in every answer, was sufficient; and that if he desired to 
-giye his. reasons for declining to answer, a less offensive word 


you not concur with Mr. Wise that 
that:his insolence to the committee was 


Might have been used, and his meaning be as well! understood... 


I did think his conducts upon the nightalluded to, was very.ob- 
jectionable, and so expressed myself. 

Question by Mr. ALFORD.—Do you know, or have you 
“any reason to believe, that Renben M. Whitney premeditated 
san insult to the committee, or any member thereof, whenever 

he should be called before them ; and do you know, or have you 
any reason to beiieve, that he armed himself in anticipation of 
that event? 

- Answer.—T do 
‘Inquiry. 

Question by ihe CounseL.—When you speak of Mr. Whit 
ney’s disrespectful conduct, in your answer w a preceding in. 
terrogatory, do you refer to matters appearing on the journal, 
orto any other indications of disrespect in manner or lan- 
guage, except what is there to be found? Ifto any other, please 
specify them. If to matters appearing on the jounal, please 
refer to the pages of the printed journal now in evidence, for 
thd passages evincing such disrespect. or futproprieties. 

Answer--In my answer to the second interrogatory pro- 
pounded to me, Lhave pointed out the page of the journal up- 

on which, and the one following, the objectionable partof his 
conduct is shown, and in that answer particularly referred to ; 
they are pages 23 and 24, To this mainly refer as the ground 
of exception, as siated in oach of my answers to the interrog- 
Gtories upon this subject, except as to my answer to the Inter. 
rogatary propounded this morning, in which F refer to his use 
of the term “inquisitorial,” and his reply to the interrogatory 
outor whieh the difficulty spoken of in this inquiry grew. T 
heard nothing from Mr. Whitney by word to which I took ex- 
ception. I thought his deporument at times somewhat objee- 
tionable, and particularly upon the occasion of returning his 
answer 10 the fifleenth interrogatory, as mentioned in my an- 
giver'to the last interrogatory. j 

Trefer to the statement of the journal of the committee, at 
page 23, eight lines from the bottom, and thence the balanc: of 
the page; and from the top of page 24, down (o the para- 

raph beginning with the words, A letter from John P. 

an Ness ;’? also, to page 64, from the top to.the notice of the 
‘adjournment of the commiuee. 1 also refer to the answers of 
Mr, Whitney, in. his examination before the select committee, 
in which the term.“ inquisitorial” is used. [See pages of the 
journal 51,82, and 83.) 

{The journal being already in print, the reporters scarcely 
deem it neċessery to print these extracts Over again.] 

Mr. MARTIN was then discharged from the stand. - 

Mr. PEYTON rose, he said to subrgit a proposition to the 
House, which he trusted would be assented to. 

The CHAIR remarked that there was another witness, who 
had been summoned, yet to be examined; after which the gen- 
tleman’s proposition might be in order. 

Mr. PEYTON said he had to retive-to the performance of the 
duties of the select committee, of which he wasa member, and 
he wished first to submit his motion, because it was to facilitate 
the labors of that committee, and enable them to make their re- 
port. He then sent to the Chair the question, and the resolution he 
proposed to submit, to be read for the information of the House, 
giving notice that if any objection were made, he should move 
a suspension of the rules. 

The resolution was then read as follows: 

fesolved, That Ruben M. Whitney be directed to answer, 
npon oath, before the House, or before the select committee, of 
which the honorable James Garland is chairman, the following 
lnterrogatory: 

Interrogatory.—Was or was not Amos Kendall, Postmaster 
General, the author of the letter referred to in the following 
eommiunication, made by yourself to the President of the Bank 
at Burlington, Vermont, which is as follows: 

“Wirth this I forward you the copy of a letter written by a per- 
sou residing here, high im'the confidence of the Executive, to 
some friends in New York and Boston. This will explain to you 
more fully the object of the agency, and the duties which. will 
appertain to it. ee s 

“I communicate this with the request that it may be con- 
sidered as especially communicated to you individually, butto 
be read tothe board, andto be treated in the same manner as all 
things should be connected with thetransactions Of the board of 
directors of a bank.” ; 

The letter, which was anonymous, is as follows: 


ened “ WASHINGTON, November 8, 1834, 
«Drag Str: You will recollect that there is a provision jy 
the contracts between the Treasury Department and the depo- 
site banks, by which they undertake to pay éach their due pro- 
portion-of.the compensation of such agent to saperintend 
their operations; as might be appointed by the Secretary, and 
that Ro M. Whitey, Esq. obtained the recommendation of 
the. depesite banks in Boston, New York, and Philadelphia, for 
that agency. a “ 

“The near approach of:the session of Congress at that time 
was thought to render it inexpedient to make.an appointment 


not know any ihing upon the subject of this 


T thought the word unnecessary in his . 


4 


j 


p 


} S, although every one 
with the matter acknowledges its importance. oe 
».*Phis posture of affairs makes it desifable that the banks 
themselves should take steps to secure all the benefits to them- 
-selves, and as-far as practicable tothe public, which were anti- 
cipated from that arrangement: It may be done by each bank 
appointing its own agent, but all of them the same’ person, to 
reside at the seat of Government, and travel when necessary to 
interchange information, make. suggestions, and produce con- 
cert in relation to the currency and domestic exchanges, as well 
as the-fistal operations of the Government. Lam persuaded 
that the State banks, whether depositories ‘for the public funds 
ornot, wouid derive great benefits from such an organ of inter- 
communication, A 
“Phe President. and Secretary of the Treasury, -I know, 
view the subject in the same light that I do, and will be grati- 
fied if the banks will establish such an agency; and from his 
talents, experience, and fidelity, no appointment would be tore 
acceptable to them than that of Mr. Whitney, who has already 
been recommended to the department. is , 
“My object in addressing you is to solicit your ai, particu- 
lariy with the deposite banks in Boston, in first effecting the 
general object’of establishing an agency, which is of primary 
importance, and then in selecting Mr. Whitney as their agent. 
I know of no man in the United States who has the capacity 
and disposition to serve them more effectually.” 
If said Kendall is not the author of said letter, who is? 
TheCHAIR said it wasnot in order ‘to offer this proposi- ` 
tion while a witness was under examination. 
Mr. PEYTON merely wished that the witness, Whitney, 
might answer the interrogatory at the bar of the House or in 
the committee roonn 4 a 
The CHAIR repeated his decision, that the’ proposition could 
not be entertained at that stage of the prov eedings. 
! Mr. PEYTON accordingly moved a suspension of the rule 
* forthe purpose of propounding the inqniry as to who was the 

author of that anqnymaus letter, and onthe mation he asked 
for the yeas and nays, which were ordered, aS 

Mr. WISE remarked that péhaps tea hadnot struck his 
friend from Tennessee. that ‘his individnal was then. under 
arrest, and whilst he was in custody of the Ser -at-arms of 
the House he could not be brought before a committee as a 
witness. 

Mr. PEYTON replied that upon examining the reles of the 
House, be found that the House itself had the power to direct 
the examination, 

The question was then taken and decided in the negative, 
yeas 63, nays 97—~as follows: 

Yeas- Messrs. Alford, Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, Bailey, 
Belt, Bond, Bunch, John Oalhoon, Carter, John Chambers, 
Chetwood, Nath. H. Claiborne, John FP. IY. Claiborne, Clark, 
Dawson, Deberry, Evans, Forester, Granger, Griffin, Hiland 
Hall, Ward, Harper, Nazeitine, Heister, Herod, Howell, Hunt, 
Huntsman, Ingersoll, Janes, Jenifer, Lawler, Lawrence, Lay, 
Luke Lea, Lewis, Love, Lyon, Sampson Mason, Maury, 
McKennan, Milligan, Pearson, Pettigrew, Phillips, Pickens, 
Rencher, Russell, Stoane, Spangler, Standefer, Steele, Storer, 
Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Underwood, Vinton, White, 
Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Wise, and Young—63. 

NAYS—Me Anthony, Baron, Cean, Black, Bockee, 
Borden, Povee, Boyd; Briggs, Buchanan, Burns, Bynum, Cam: 
breleng, Cart, Casey, George Chambers, Chapman, Chapin, 
Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, Cramer, Crary, Cushman, 
Doubleitay, Dromgoole, Efner, Farin, French, Fry, Galbiaith, 
Gholson, Glascock, Grandand. Haley, Joseph Hail, Samuel S. 
Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Henderson, Hoar, Hopkins, How- 
ard, Hubley, Huntington, Ingham, Williany Jackson, Joseph 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, J W. Jones, Kennon, Klingen- 
smith, Lane, Lansing, Gideon Lee, Thomas Lee, Leonard, Lo- 
“gan, Loyall, Lucas, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, William Mason, 

Moses Mason, May, McKim, McLene, Miller, Montgomery, 


under such: circunastanee: acquainted 


pan 


Moore, Morgan, Muhlenberg, Page, Duice J. Pearce, Phelps, | 


John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Richardson, Robertson, 
Rogers, Schenck, Seymour, Shinn, Sickles, Sprague, Suther- 
Jand, Taylor, John Thomson, Toucey, Turrill, Vanderpoel, , 
Wagener, Weeks, ‘Thomas T. Whittlesey, and Yell—97, 
~ So the Hoiise refnsed to suspend the rule. 
MR- GILLET’S CROSS EXAMINATION, 

Question by Mr. BELL.—-When Mr. Peyton was called tó 
order by the chairman of the committee, for the first remark 
made by him in reference to Mr. Whitney, did he not take his 
seat, and continue sitting until Mr. Whitney rose and com- 
menced speaking? 

Answer.—] think he did not. 

"© Question by Mr. BELL:—Did you occupy a position which 
enables ‘you to see the offensive look, or scowl! of the witness 
R. M. Whitney, which he cast upon Mr. Peyton, if any, at the 
time of handing his answer to the chairman. n 

Answer. — did, but did not observe any such scowl or look. 

Question by Mr. BELL.—Did not Mr. Peyton complain that 
the witness, R. M. Whitney, had insulted him by his look atthe 
time? 

Answer.—I heard no such complaint at that time; I do not 
remember ever to have heard him complain of it in the com- 
mittee room. “ i 

Question by Mr. BELI..—Have you, or any other persons to 
your knowledge, had any conversation with the said R. M. 
Whitney since the occurrence in the committee? If so, did he 
inform you then that he was alarme:l, end that his fears had in- 
duced him to take the course which he has done in this matter? 
State all he said in relation to his fears, or the motives which 
induced his course upon this occasion. 

Answer.—I do not know what conversation “other persons” 
may have had with Mr. Whimey, since the occurrence. I 
have avoided conversation with him relative to the occurrence 
in the committee roou. He has never jnforrmed me whether 
he was alarmed vr not, or that his fears had induced him to 
take his course on this subject. I knew nothing of kis motives, 
or fears, which induce his course on this occasion. I have 
never heard him talk of his motives on this subject: I know, 
nothing concerning them. I do not recollect to have heard 
of Mr. Whitney's refusal to appear before the committee, until 
Theard Mr. Wise report the fact to the House. I do notre- 
member to have heard any more concerning it, until I heard 
the House had ordered him to be brought befere it, and had 
settled, as I suppose, its course of, proceeding. I have an in. 
distinct recollection of having heard him say he was not armed 
at the-time, but-when this Was, or to whom addressed, I cannot 
state. Rae 

Question by Mr. BELL. Had, or had not, said witness 
(R. M. Whimey) refused to answer several questions put te 
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. Botes, from which the report in the Globe Was printed. 


' cover any material Yariance 


him by Mr: Peyton, before: the one alluded to, characterizing 

them as inquisitorial; which questions-had been decided-by the 

committee as proper:to. be propeunded? a 

© Answer.—I think I answered this interregatory fully in one- 


- of my previous answers, the number of which Ido not recollect. 


Trefer to that answer as being a ful ose to this question. 

Question by Mr. PEYTON,—W hen did you first see the writ- 
ten statement of MF. Fairfield, which he presented to this House 
in answer to the first interrogatory: propounded to him, or the 
substance of ihe same? i a : 

Answer.—] think some tern og twelve days since. 

Question by the CounseL for the acoused.—Did Mr. Wise, 
at any cime, and when and where, state what was bis purpose 
in going round the table, and placing himself near the. accused, 
as stated in your answer to the first interrogatory? - If yea, what 
did he say was his purpose? And was the statement of Mr. 
Wise as to his purpose in that movement, before or after the 
accused’s testimony before the committee had been closed? 

Answer.—After Mr. Whitney’s testimony was closed, and-I 
think the day that his statement of the occurrence in the com- 
mittee roog appeared in the Globe, I heard Mr. Wise telling in 
the committee roam what his object was in going round the 
table, as mentioned in my first answer. The conversation was 
not addressed to me... I was writing at the time, and didnot pay 
attention to what he wassaying, until he wentto the place wiere 
he had stood, and I think showed the.position he had occupied. 
I presume I heard but a pait of what he had said. I remember 
this: “If he had meved his right arm, or elbow, (I am not cer- 
tain which) 1 would haye shot him on the spot, as I would a 
black snake.” These are the words that I heard, as nearly as I 
can remember. The residue of what he said I learued froma 
conversation with otherg, and therefore do notrepeatit. Ihave 
an impression that I heard Mr Wise on another occasion talk. 
ing on this subject, but of this I am not certain. ee 

The counsel for the accused then called to the stand Wite 
t1am Exywyn Moors, one of the reporters for the Globe, 
who appeared and afficmed. - 

Testimony of Mr. Moors, Reporter for the Globe. 

Quesiion by the Coynsei—Were you present. when Mr. 
Wise and Mr. Peyton, on Saturday, 4th February, made their 
statements in this House, of the occurrences in the select com- 
mittee, bow in question? Did you take notes at the time of 
what Mr. Wise said on the occasion? Was, or was nat the re- 
portof what Mr. Wise said on the occasion, appearing in the 
Globe newspaper of. the 7th instant, now shownyou taken from 
your notes? Please say whether such printed report be a cor: 
rect ar incorrect report of what he said on the occasion-re‘erred 
t0? In particularreier to a paragraph markedin that report, 
beginning with the words “During this ume Whitney stood,” 
&c. and ending with the words “wretch, on thatoccasion,” and 
say Whether these words were orgvere not uttered hy Mr. Wise. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE objected to this interrogatory. -Jt seem 
to him to have vothiag to do with the subject before the House, 
andon tha: ground he objected to it. 

Mr. WISE asked of his colleague to allow the question to ba 

nt i 
j Mr. DROMGOOLE said he could not with 
tions. : 

Mr. Joxzs, counsel for the accused, made a few remarks to 
show the necessity for putting the interrogatory, which could 
not be distinctly heard by the Reporter. : 

The question was then put, asd the interrogatory ordered to 
be propounded—ayes 101, noes not counted. . 

My. Moory then returned the following answer. Pa 

Answer.~-I was present on the occasion referred to, but I 
have never seen the printed report in the Globe; till it wag now 
shown to me, nor could I without referenee to my. notes, wider- 
take to affirm whether that printed report corresponds with 
them or not. ‘Lhe report was taken from my notes, and on 
reading my transcript, | believed at the time that the manuscript 
copy was correct, = x 

The paragraph beginning with “during this time,” &. to the 
words “wretch on that occasion,” I could not affirm to be cor. 
rect, without making a reference to my notes, but the word 
“between” isso obviously an error, that if I had read the para 
graph in the paper, [should at dnce have correcied it. I say it - 
is so obviously an error, because it is inconsistent with my gen- 
eral recollection of the Hon, Mr, Wise’s statement, and at vari- 
ence, if I recoliect the report, with other paris of it. It may 
be an error ofthe press, or of the pen, for the word “with.” My 
notes, if I had them, would show. à k 

Second question by Couxsgst.—Where are your notes— 
please produce them? Where is your manuscript from. your 
Please 


raw his objec- 


produce it. 3 

Answer.—I invariably burn my ñotes, page-after page, as.I 
write them out, when in my own room; when I write out in the 
House, they are thrown on the floor, with the waste paper.” T 
have no knowledge of the transcript—nor do I know what is 
done with the waste paper of the printing office. Itis out of my 
power to produce either. 

Third question by CoussaL.—Do you perceive any other 
error in the said paragraph except the word “beiween,” and 
what word, according to the best of your recollection, should be 
inthe place. of that word? 

“Answer.—I could not answer, at this distance of time, for the 
fidelity ofany one paragraph; probably I wrote, if it be an error 
of the press, or Intended to write, if it bea slip of the pen, the 
word “with.” But I again respectfully refer to my first an- 
swer, and could not affirm, from memory, to the correcttiess of 
a report, after I had considered it finally disposed of by publi. 
cation, andthe absence of complaint for its inaccuracy. “The 
word “between” I know to be an error, 

Fourth question by Counsnt.—-Does the general tenor of the 
remarks, both of Mr. Wise and Mr. Peyton, as giver in said re- 
port, correspond, or not, with the best of your recollection of 
what they said; and can you, upon looking over the same, dis- 
from your recoliection of the 
original remarks of those gentlemen, or from your notes of the 
same? g 

Mr. WISE said he would beg leave to state to the learned 
Counsel that ifthey desired to know what report he sanctioned 
he would refer them to the report of his statement in the Na 
tional Intelligencer. Zhat statement, as it there appeared, he 
had himself written out, from notes furnished himby one of 
the reporters for the Intelligencer, and from. hts own Tecol 
lection of his statement, and there they would find his re- 
marks as he made them, or as he intended to make them. 

. Mr. Jones, counsel for the accused, remarked thathe fwas 
bound in candor to say to the honorable ‘gentleman that ‘there 
was a particular part ofthe report of his statement in the Inter 


Ygencer which did not correspond with the report in the Globe. 
The difference between the two reports was as to the qualifica- 
tion, in the words “if he (Whitney) had drawn a weapon on 
his friend it would never have done its execution,” &c. 

Mr. WISE heped the House would indulge him in the very 
few remarks he. had to make in explanation of his statemeni. 
He understood the learned Counsel to say that they were led 
to doub: whether the words they had read from the Tuteiligen- 
cer were actually uttered by him (Mr. W.) Now he would 
beg leave to state to the House the reasons why these words 
“ Cet me not be misunderstood,’ dc. were used. He had made 
the general statement first, that he had walked reund the 
endof the table, where he could see the elbow of Whimney’s 
tightarm. He (Whitney) was then standing with his left foot 
advanced, his ri hand in his pantaioons pocket, and his 
eyes fixed upon Mr. Peyton. Myr. W. could see the elbow of 
that right arm, and he said if it had’moved an inch he should 
have died upon the spot. Well, the moment he uttered that 
remark, he heard a whisper to his right—and they could hear 
pers somedmes in that hall-—‘chat is enough!” and he un- 

derstood this exclamation, and knew ihat some gentieman was 
watching to catch him in some unguarded expression, Then he 
immediately said, distinctly, “Let me not be misunderstood,” 
&c. and went on to state that he would only have drawn a 
weapon when he saw the life of his friend endangered; and that 
Whitney's weapon should never have done its execution, if 
he haddrawn one. He had taken the notes of the reporter for 
the Intelligencer, and with those notes and his own recollection 
of the statement he had made on the Noor of the House, he had 
mare ow the reportas it appeared in that paper. He would call 
upon every gentleman who heard him make the statement to 
testify whether he had nbt used the words “Let me not be mis- 
understood,” &, and he had done so because of the whisper 
before alluded to, which had made bim feel as thongh there 
were assassins more insidious than those who used the steel to 
lay low their victim—-the assassins of men’s reputation, assas- 
ins of character, who were ready for murder, for any one ex- 
pression which might, at a momeni when he was speaking ex- 
tmporaneousiy and without notes, accidentally fall from his 
lips. He was fully aware that there were those ready, the mo- 
ment such expression had been utered, to trumpet i th 
to the world that he had acknowledged hi f an ass 
the floor of the Fouse. 

He pat itto all honorable gentlemen, was hi 
thatof ana int When he had made his staiement to the 
House, he had divulged every thing, notonly what he had done, 
put how he had felt on that occasion; and he meant to s 
did say, he fels that che accused stood in a 
tion, in the position Of an assassin, and D 
his friend woult have been riddled with a dirk, 
he had said, and he said so still; and when 

_ an occasion, to draw a weapon to protect 
his right arm might forget its cunning; t 
and be cutoff. Ifthe accused had drawn a weapon, if he had 
one, which Mr. W, did believe at the time, it never wonld have 
done iis execution. Mr. W, said he had prevented his friend 
from doing violence if he intended any; but whether he had so 
intended, or whether he merely intended to intimidate the ac- 
cused, to repress his inswlence, Mr, W. conld not say; but it was 
he (Mr. W.) and he alone, who had personally inte d to pre- 
yent collision between his friend and the accused, and this the 
witnesses had proved satisfactorily. Fe then reiterated that he 

did utter on chat floor, at the time he made his statement to the 

House, those very words, and in that connection- let me not 
be misuriterstood, let me not be misrepresented’? —as he was ap- 

prehensive. from what he had before said, that he was ly 

to be wholly and villanously misrepresented 

Mr, DAWSON objected to this inter 
because, as he und ostoa it, there was an making on the 
part ofthe defence to attack what might be considered as the 
testimony beiore the House of an honorable g man from 
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prosecuting an examine use, they 
were prosecuting an inquiry wto the conihict of two honorable 
members of that House; and here a reporter, for one of ihe 
city mapers brought up to disprove the ste 
gentlemen on that floor! Mr. D. knew this gentleman, and 
would as soon beleve him as any gentleman on that floor; and, 
from the renorts in the Globe, and his acquaiutance with the 
witness, who was then on the stand. ho he 
that. he wag es competent a reporter ag any other 
Tiouse; but, at the same time, ke did not think even that gen- 
nemen would say that he could take down every wordand 


ahe printed rema 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


sentiment of the members of that House as they uttered them. 

Mr. WISE here put mto the hands of the gentleman from 
Georgia, a copy of the Globe, pointing out to him the very quali 
fication he had speker of, and which in the Globe report follows 
in the order of time in which it was spoken. In the speech of 
Mr. W. as written out by that gentleman himself, it is made im- 
mediately to follow his declaration of his intentions with re 
gard to the accused. - 

Ti was sent to the Clerk’s table, and read as follows: ‘ Mr. 
W., hal told even his secret Intehtions; that isthey were his own 
private intentions at the time, and he had neither concealed nor 
omitted a single thought, but iet him not be misunderstood as to 
that intention. Heshoukt! only have interposed to protect his 
friend from imminent danger. His (Mr. W’s) actual interposi- 
tion spoke for itself, Tt was peaceful. Ii was to prevent any 
further disorder.” 

Mr. DAWSON contiaued. Then there was the confi 
tion of the statement made by the gentleman from Virg 
and be would take this occasion to say that He would 
as soon depend upon a reportof this gentleman (Mr. Moore) 
as upon any et in the United States; but he did not 
conaider that it was proper to propound a qnestion of this 
kind to him. Honorable gentlemen, member, of that House, 
haq made the assertion that statements published by them 
were as they had made them in the louse, and would the 
Ifouse permit a question of this kind to be propounded with the 
hope of proving those statements false? Did this question cor- 
respond with the feelings of honorable representatives on that 
floor? He appealed to honorable members of that House to 
say whether they would go beyond every thing that was just 
and proper in the persecution of individuals who hano means 
of defending themselves? Hie asked of the Houae of Represen- 
tatives, whether they would permit questions of this kind to be 
iniroduced, toimpuen the conduct of memhers of the body? 
and when they should desire to introduce testimony in their de- 
fence, would you deny them the opportunity? Every gentle- 
man who understood this subject at all, must know that it was 
notan investigation as to a contempt committed by Reuben M. 
itney; but as to the conduct of the honorable gentleman j 
x. Peyton, aud the honorable gentleman from 
sit this, and 


no? for the life of him, see 


agic of the argument of the 
gentlemen from V 


iow a speech written out by him- 
self, after its del 2 prove the trinbor falsehood re- 
specting the speech actually delivered. Reporters not being 
omniscient could not report what the honorabie member 
meent to havesaid, but what he d y. 
Mr. DAWSON then withdrew his obj 
The witness retired the following a 
Answer.—I cannot answer this question. without time being 
given me to read the siatements alluded to in the interragatory 
for the reason that Ihave never seen the report of Mr. W 
remarks, ag printed, until this morning, and have not yet seen 
s of Mr. Peyton at all. 

[This interrogatory was returned to the witness, who, by ton- 
sent, was allowed time to read the speeches referred to, and re- 
tura his wer. Pending this, tho folowing proceedings took 
place. 
p Mr. kvise then asked the general consent of the House 
to call the Reporter for the Inteligenver, from whose notes, nide 

sv his own recollection, Mr. W. had writen out his speech 
i paper, which was agreed 10. 

Teslimeny of Jonn WHITEHEAD, Reporter. i 

Question by Mr. WISti.—-Wiil you please state whether you į 
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The witness was then discharged. 

i id tf gentlemen and the House would per- 
me, aut of those members who sat areund 
ade the siate i several gentlemen who 
confirm the edinthelatellizencer. He 
d call upon the honorable Cambrelens, the honorable 
of Kestucky, and the honorable Mr. Chetwaod, to 
statement in that paper was or was not cor- i 
y that part of it, “Let me not be misunderstood,” 


mit him. he could y 
tthe me h 


Yathoun of 
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Mr. Jones, counsel for the accused, said he certainly could i 
have no objection to thi Those gentlemen might make their, i 
statements in their places as to the accuracy or inaccuracy of | 
that report. f 

Mr. CAMERELENG then said that he wasin the Honsear | 
time the gentleman from Virgina had made his statement, 
a af that statement Was similar to the state. 
n had made a-short ti me Mr. C. had 
not read the pr merit in the Intelligencer; but the re- 
marke of te gentleman on the occasion alluded to were sub- 


te Lin z 
and his recolie 


. stantially the same as those made by him w-day. 


Mr. CALHOON of Kentucky then said that his’ recollection” 
of the statement was precisely similar to that of ‘the gentlenian 
frem New York, (Mr. Cambreleng.) He remembered to have 
heard the observations altuded tó fy the ‘gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, and thought he could not be mistaken. : 

Mr. WISE said he could call upon twenty mombers of the 
House, of different parties, to testify to this same fact, but-he 
hoped the Fouse and the country would now be. satisfied ‘that 
this statement was correct. j BaN, 

Mr. Jongs, the counsel for the accused, then informed the 
House that they had got through. with all the oral testimony 
which they proposed introducing at that time, and said he held ` 
dn his hand certain documentary evidence which they intended 
tointroduce. The evidence alluded to, he said, were extracts 
from the accredited speeches of the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Wise,) and the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Peyton,) 
which extracts went to show the guo animo of the other pro- 
ceedings of those gentlemen against the accused. He consider- 
ed tha proposition as necessary ‘to show the state of feeling 
which existed in the breasts of those gentlemen towards. the 
accused ; but in so doing, it was not their intention to mutilate 
these speeches, and take swall portions ofthem,but to lay them: 
before the House in extenso. To save time, however, they 
only proposed the reading of such portions of them as bore 
upon the point at issue, yet the whole speeches were before thé 
House, so that any gentleman might examine them for him 


self. : 

Mr. BELL thought this a remarkable course in «he learned 
Counsel. Jt was very inconvenjent to encumber the journal by 
this kind of evidence; but if gentlemen insisted upon it, he 
must insist that the whole speeches be inserted on the jour- 
nal. He could not consent that gentlemen should selectpar- 
cular passages from speeches delivered on that floor,’ and 
have them inserted on the journal as evidence, without giving 
the whole. . 

Mr. Jones, the counsel for the accused, said that the speeches 
were very lengthy, and upon other subjects wholly irrelevant 
tothe matter atissue; therefore, he did not deem it necessary 
toencumber thejournal with those parts which had no connec- 
tion with the case of the accused. . 

Mr. BELL would not object if there was an opportunity to lay 
the whole of these speeches on the journal, but he could notsee 
that. it would be proper to select particular extracts, and insert 
them separately. : 

Mv. PICKENS said he must object to this course of pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr. Jones then sent to the clerk’s table, to be read, a propo- 
sition, asking to have inserted on the journal various extracts of 
speeches delivered by Messrs. Peyton and Wise. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG rose and said he meant to object to these 
extracts going upon tke journal, 

The CHAIR (which was temporarily filled by Mr. Briews) 
said that the Counsel at that tirne only asked for the reading of 
the motion which he had submitted, 

Mr. PEYTON hoped gentlemen would not object to this testi- 
mony. : 

T He Clerk then read the proposition, as follows: 

“The accused now offers in evidence Mr. Wise’s speech in 
this House, an the Mth April, 1836, and My. Peyroii’s, on the 
19h April, 1836, Ist July, 1836, and 9th January, 1837, and 
points to certain passages therein, referring to the accuzed by 
name, as containing evidence which he deems material to his 
defence, in showing the vindictive feelings of both gentemen to 
the accused, and the guo animo with which he has been sum- 
moned, at the instance of Mr, Wise, before the select committee, 
whereof he is chairman. The acctsed selects from said 
apeeches the following passages, as having the tendency above 
indicated. but lays the whole of the speeches as eviderice before 
the House, so that the House, or any member, may refer to, 

q read at pleasure, as a part of the evidence, the whole, or 
oher paris of said speeches net comprised in the extracte 
relied on by the accused, 

H Qxtract from Myr. WISE’S speech. on the ith. of April, 
1535, in the pamphlet form, viz: 

Reader M. Whitney, chat he should be the fa- 
men, in fattening upon the spotfs of the pub» 
he should be protected by gentlemen from” 
ation, as if in the sanctuary? -Who is 
ito losult a. representative by hig villanous 
41 organ, for daring to offer a resolution of 
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i d monument” is Reuhen M. Whitney! How 
came kein churge of the forty millions of the treasure of this 
land? Did not Me. Secretary know him? Sir, I believe dt can 
Secretary of the Treasary (Mr. 
sg, š 3 per- 
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ier. How comes he now in pay and employ- 
employs him? Sir, Reuben M. Whimey is 
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almost eñough in itself to give assurance of cor- 
2 person is tne selected and ap- 
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Extract from Mr. PEYTONS speech ef the 19th April, 


1536, in pamphist form. 
why fear this investigation? 
A cloud 


Why should Whitney be 
rests upon his name; the guilt of perjury 
x m; and yet, without any known 
ponsibility, he is employed in an 
ghest possible trust and confidence. 
yowerful party to rally around him; 
lare not sent io a disclosure of 
ployment. But v honorable gentlemen 
rch practices? Why, sir, through meana of 
Van Buren is gathering to himself the most 
iy fluence chacever existed in the person of óne man. 
sus, amd the military power of Pompey 
bear against the people of Rome in their 
ele f ? trate. And what was the consequence? 
Civil war and Bicodshed! The magistrates corrupted, or 
dragged, wounded and bleeding, from the arena! The people 
red down. and slaughtered like wild be 
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artract of Mr. PEYTONS speech of the let of July, 1936, 
Bee shed ‘Nashville Republican of Aug. 30, 1836. 
Fer me cail the inn of the genteman, ardi allude to 


the snbiect for his special consideration, to t^s memorable resd- 
luona of my friend from Virginia, (Mr. Wise.) to investigate 
‘the conduct, the frauds of your pet, Reuben M Whituey, & 
dishonored, disgraced, perjured traitor as be is,” 


‘one Mi: PEYTON’S speech of the: 3d-of. 
BBR ee Se À i 
-during the-present- sessioni of Congress I had occa- 
sion to:go into the Treasury Department, and, on shoving open 
the“front:door;the first-thing that met my ‘eye, full in front, 
was: *R. Mi: Warrer; blazing. in capitals as large-as the 
sign:.of a livery. stablėk Now, sir, if he is a private citizen, 
what:is-he doing with a sign? “If he has quit business stealing, 
why not take down his sign? ‘What is he doing in the Trea- 
sury Department? .How.came he there? You might as. well 
turma Aorse into.a new ground field, arid tell him not to bite 
the puimphins,-as to turn: Reuben M. Whitney into the Trea, 
suryi and-tell him.not to-steal the money. 9." i. > ES 
And, lastly; that: he is suspected, upon evidence strong enoug 
tosenda poor man to-the penitentiary, of plundering the Trea- 
sury;-of being: avsort of general, federal rogue, employed by 
a-company ‘to steal by the year for them. This closes the 
account, And Reéuben-ruly has a claim to greatness—a great 
traitor; a great liar, and a great rogue. MRa 
Mr. PICKENS obieced He said he had heen sitting by long 
enough, looking on this illegal and. monstrous course of pro- 
ceeding. He called upon the House to know whether they were 
prepared to open. up this new field of evidence. He had un- 
derstood. the learned ‘Counsel to.say that this evidence was 
proposed. to be introduced to show the quo animo of these 
entlemen towards the accused. Mr. P. said he should like to 
Gow what gentlemen meant by the quo animo of the speeches 
of: gentiemen on that floor.. Was this to be introduced on a 
question of a contempt or ng contemp If he understood the 
argument of gentlemen aright, this evidence was attempted to 
be introduced to prove that a chairman of a select committee, 
hefore whom Mr. Whitney had been summoned to appear, had 
exercised the right of using violent language towards Mr, Whit- 
ney, and, in consequence of this, Whitney had refused to appear 
“before the committee, Now, illegal as this testimony was, so far 
asit related to the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wise,)and every 
lawyer must know it to beso, yet how much more illegatand fal- 
lacioys was it to intraduce the speeches of the gentleman. from 
‘Tennessee (Mr. Peyton,) who had nothing to do with the subpena 
which had been issued, requiring the attendance of this witness 
before the select committee, and who was not a member of the 
committee at all. Under what principle of justice or law could 
you introduce speeches of thatgentleman to justify a contempt 
of that House, The true question was contempt or no con- 
tempt; a contempt for disobeyimg a summons duly issued and 
servedupgn-him, and which when brought to the bar of the 
House, theaccuced admitted he had disobeyed. The question 
then for the House to settle was the queation of contempt or no 
contempt. This was not an examination of the accused but 
an examination to ascertain whether the ‘course of the gen- 
tieman from Virginia (Mr. Wise) and the gentleman from 
Tennessee,, (Mr. Peyton, had been justifiable or not; 
whether the pretext and cause set up in the defence for not 
obeying the mandate of the committee was a good one or not. 
‘Was there any lawyer on that floor who would pretend 
to say that this was evidence in a case of contempt? But 
instead of confining the testimony to the gentleman from 
Virginia who was chairman of the committee before 
which the accused had refused to appear, they now had 
the monstrous proposition before them, of bringing in as evi- 
dence the speeches ofthe gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr, Pey- 
ton,) who has had nothing to be with that committee. Whit- 
ney had not urged that as a pretext for refusing to appear be- 
fore the committee, and he asked gentlemen if they were to go 
into this monstrous field of testimony. ` If s0, they might go 
back to the United States Bank investigating committee, whose 
. reports had designated the accused ag a perjured man. Mr. P, 
for ond, proteated against this proceeding. He could not longer 
sitsilent under the monstrous. course this trial had assumed, 
when the broad proposition was submitted to the American 
Congress, of going into an. examination, perhaps for years 
back, of the speeches, not only 
(Mr. Wise) but alio of the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, 
(Mr, Peyton.) Now he asked if this was legal, or if it was. ac- 
cording to any rule which governed courts of law in such cases 
He must say that this proceeding began to partake somewhat of 
a political aspect, and if it was intended to have those speeches 
laid before the country for political effect, it was a fraud npon 
(he established usage af the House under the Constitution, and 
a prostration of the dignity and respect of the body; and he, for 
one, Brovesied against this most outrageous proceeding, and de- 
manded the yeas and nays on ordering the testimony to be ip- 
serted on the journal. : 


Mr. PEYTON appealed to the genueman from South Caro- 
lina (Mr. Pickens) to withdraw any objection which he might 
conceive himself bound to make as a representative on that 
floor, to any evidence thought necessary by the Counsel of the 
accused to introduce from the speeches that had been read. Mr. 
P. did not object, and he hoped no friend of his there would ob- 
ject to the widest possible latitude that could be taken. Indeed 

e was willing that every speech of his, there or elsewhere, 
should be used by the accused in ni defence, or in his behalf, 
tov‘any arid every extent that might Ye possible. 


Mr. P. had remarked, when-ap before, that. he could prove 
every word of the charges made by himself in those speeches, 
He would qualify it so far as to say, that he believed they could 
all be substantially proved, and that by witnesses who had been 
already before the.select committee, if the majority had permit- 
ted the questions to be propounded. From private conversa- 
tions with them, he had the strongest belief’. that many of them 
could have testified to the facts of the treason, and of the per- 
jury of Whitey. Sir, said Mr. P. when I propounded the 
question which covered the general character of this man, 
some dear friend of-his would object to it, and it was voted down 
by the majority in every instance. The man shrunk from an 
investigation of this kind before the House and the country, 
though he had himself challenged it through the columns of the 
official organ. Bir, I wished to introduce proef of his character, 
and if I did net establish that he is as infamous and as base a 
traitor and perjurer ae I have ever charged him to ‘be, why, 
then, Lam willing he shall have all the benefit of my failure.” 


* Mr. -GHOLB8ON said he would.call any gentleman to order- 


«who mède remarks out of order, aid he insisted that this. dis: 
caasion was so, i : 

Mr. PICKENS said, aa an individual, he woule, with great 
pleasure, yield to the request of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
hut, aa a representative, he feit compelled to decline; believing, 
as he did, the whole. procesding to be nat only irregular but 
disgraceful, ’ f ae 


{ of the 3a of January, ||- Mr WISE raised 
published in the National Intelligencer of the 9th of, 


of the gentieman from Virginia, , 


Mr. e er; and called for the-de- 
cision of ‘the Chair upon itr the resolution regulating 
the mode: of: proc: eding in the examination of. witnesses, and 
raising objections to them, embrace. documentary aswell as 
oral testimony. -If-it did hot, and he could not himself tell, for 
aes had not read. it, then this motion to object Was clearly out of 
order, nee å : 

Mr. BRIGGS informed the 
referred to applied to both: 
; The CHAIR so ruled, and de 
Which havirig been doneg, -- ; 
Mr. W ISÈ'said, Lam sdlicfied, sir. ae : 

» Mr. Key would simply reply to what he considered tho very 
extraordinary objections‘urged: against this resolution, that if 
his learned friend (Mr. Walter Jones) and himself were un- 
learned in matters of parliamentary law,.and as to what sort of 
evidence was the-law of that House, they should hope to be 
excused. It was cériainly very excusable for them’ to” be 


gentiemap that the order he had 


ired the Clerk to readthe order; : 


ignorant of that of which al! the world was ignorant except ’ 


the honorable mombers of the body itself. My. K. and his 
friend had had but litde experience in parliament, but as the 
argument he could offer in support of this application was the 
authority of the House itself, he should rely upon that authority, 
as well giso as upon the. reason and justice of the application 
itself; and he trusted he should be able to. show that there was 
no sort of validity in the objections, the very warin objec- 
tions, that had been raised againstit. . 

W hy, sir, said Mr. K, has there not been evidence in this case 
produced against the accused? his card, for į stance, which js 
said to have justified the®wroth on the part of certain honora- 
against him?. Haspot thar card been 


ble members of the House 
read before the House? Has it not been read for the purpose 
of showing a Vindication of the insult he had met with? Has 
it not been read for the purpose of justifying and excusing the 
conduct made use aftowardshim? And is this House going to 
stop there? Fs this Ho to stopat that card? Sie, is it 
not plain, simple, man justice to allow thenccused person 
against whom that card is brought, to produce publications 
which gave rise to it, and to putin the declarations made use 
of against him, which very declarations had demanded from 
him a public disvowal in the terms and language of that card? 
Willit be said, sir, that this House proceeds to allow eviderice 
which is to show the accused is without excuse, and yet not suf 
fer him to produce evidence of the malicious, malignant, and 
vioient circumstances and persecutions which drew from him 
that card? Why, sir, it does seem to me too plain a propesition 
to question, and Tam only. surprized that the learned and hon- 
orable member who has ‘objected to the introduction of those 
speeches should have forgotten that that card, or rather the 
Introduction of that card, is the evidence upon which we pre- 
dicate, as regards one of the gentlemen, (Mr. Peyton) the right 
to use his speeches before this House. 

The honorable gentleman who makes the objection, seems to 
admit that there may be some grounds for offering the speeches 
ofthe gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wise,) but denies that there 
are any grounds justifying us in offering the speeches of the 
gentleman trom Tennessee. If, however, the honorable mem- 
ber had remembered the card, he would have seen, by the way 
in which it had been introduced, and the circumstances which 
grew out of it, that we have the right to bring evidence justify- 
ing its publication. ‘ 

As to the gentleman from Virginia, Mr. Speaker, can a; 
thing in the world be plainer than that we have tho Hert shoe 
the state of feeling, the state of hosti lity, subsisting in his breast 
towards the accused before the publication of that card? The 
gentleman is chairman of the committee before whom this ac- 
cused man is called to give testimony; nay, more, sir; it is at 
the gentleman own moticn the accused is summoned; and shall 
we not produce his speeches, to show his state of feeling to- 
wards the individual whom he has thus cailed before him? Sir, 
shall we notshow that he has denounced the accused as a per: 
jured wretch? And is a * perjured wretch” to be called beforea 
committee to give testimony which might charge any body 
else? Or, even if ithe to charge himsél/, is it to be pratended 
that. any gentleman can justify the calling the accused before a 
committee to have interrogatories propounded for the express 
purpose of criminating himself? i 

But, sir, I need not argue upon the propriety and justice of 
the course we have been bound to take in re gard to the accused 
on this occasion. In the case of Houston, he was allowed to 
offer in excuse for his conduet, in having actually assaulted a 
member out of the Ueuse, a publication of that member. Tt 
was discussed and decided that he had (he right to offer the 


he 


allowed to the accuser on that occasion an opportunity of 
proving the truth of the assertions; and so I say here, sir: Let 
the learned and honorable gentlemen, who have made these 
char es against the prisoner, come forward and make them 
good, if they can. If they have got evidence by which: they 
can sustain their allegations, let itcome eut. We, sir, will not 
shrink from it: We have courted inquiry here and every where. 
The accused hasbeen charged with groos and great offences, but 
what opportunity has he had to justify himself? None sir. We 
hear it avowed by the gentleman from Tennessee that he be- 
lieves those charges to be true. I do not doubt it, Mr. Speaker; 
I can only lament that such communications have been 
furnished to him as to have induced him to believe such 
accusations without trial, without investigation, without the 
prisoner having had an opportunity any where to exhibit 
proof of his innocence. How is he to get a.tria!? Can he 
come forward to disprove these accusations? The gentleman 
says he believes them, but upsn what information’? The 
hearsay information of witnesses called before (he select com- 
mittee with whom he has had conversations! The question 
was asked before that committee as to ibe character of Mr. 
Whitney, though he was nat present; and because gentlemen 
objected to the materiality or relevancy of the question to 
the object for which the commitiee was raised, hence the 
honorable member from Tennessee takes all this hearsay in- 
formation as establishing, or going.to establish, the truth of 
is accusations. Sit, I say here, that, acting upon the au- 
thority of Houston’s case, we have an undoubted right to go 
behind that card, and adduce what brought it out. The ad- 
mitted declarations of those gentlemen the House, ought to 
receive. If there was no proof in the bands of those gentle: 
men to show that they believed the accused guilty, let it appear; 
at least let him have atrial, and a fair opportunity of: defence : 
and. T-here pledge myself he will never shrink from it. F 
ai Mr. PICKENS Understood the learned Counsei to make a 
istinct proposition, vizi that the gentleman from. ‘Tennessee - 


speeches of Mr, Stansbury in evidence; aud further, there was | 


hould be.aliowed to prove his-altegations. “With that under 
tanding, Mr- P would withdraw his objection. | Er 
Mr: PEYTON. Lani quite ready to go into it, sit: K 
Mr. CAMBRELENG=: F will’ renew the objection if’ it be 
withdrawn. © C SO Tr : eee Yii; 
Mr. Key. Mr, Speaker, we wish it to be distinctly under- 
stood that we are ready, now or at any time, fo go intoit. We 
shail nol shvink from any investigation that can be made, heré 


| or elsewhere, 


_ In refercuce to the question before the House, he repeatedthat 
it was settled in the case cf Houston, and stood upon the broad 
and immutable’principle of nranifest justice. e es, oe 

Mr. PICKENS. | With the undersianding before réferred to, 

I withdraw my objection. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG. I renew it, Mr: ‘Speaker, and I will 
briefly state my reasons. Mr. O. was proceedińg to do so, when 

Mr. CLAIBORNE of. Mississippi called. the gentleman tó 
order; on the ground that the House could not entertain reasons 
a second time on the same question, $ 

Mr. MERCER. Ithe decision of the chair is that the gen- 
deman from New York has no'right to speak, then 1 appeal 
from that d on. * 

`The SPEAKER. The chair has not uttered one werd! 

Mr. McKAY. Has the gentleman “fram South Carolina un- 
conditionally withdrswn his abjection. N . 

Mr. PICKENS. Ido withdraw it unconditionally. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG. I renew ii, and will proceed to give—- 

Mr. CLAIBORNE. Ical the gentleman to order, Mr. Speak: 
er, and insist upon the decision of the Chair whether, under the 
resosoluticn prescribing the mode of proceeding, more ‘than 
two speeches can be made to one question. F 

The CHAIR remarked ihat there was no difficulty upon the 
question-of order whatever. If one member made’ an objec: < 
tion, and was heard upon it, by withdrawing ‘the objection he 
certainly could not inhibit any other member from making an 
cbjecticn; andif hecould not inhibit ane:her from objecting, 
neither could: he prevent him from stating the ground of his 
objections. The converse of this would give the member obs 
jecting the power of speaking himself, and ef precluding every 
other member of the House from speaking, on any question. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG had butà word or two to say. The 
gentleman trom South. Carolina, (Mr. Pickens,) had, he seid, 
expressed some of the strongest objections to this proposition, 
but Mr. C’s principal objection wasthis. They had but a iew 
days remaining of the session, and if this business was not fin- 
ished that night, he feared the appropriation bills would be lost. 
He really thought every member was tired with this case, and 
had no, desire to go farther into it, nor did he think the House > 
was about to take its business out of its éwa hands, and send it 
to the committees below stairs. . ; 

Mr. PICKENS then withdrew his cail for the yeas and nays, 
and the proposition te introduce this testimony was lost without 
a division, 

Mr. GHOLSON, from the committee appointed to conduct- 
the examination, then arose and announced that the Counsel for’ 
the accused had closed, so far, their oral testimony, but de. 
sired, through him, to submit a proposition to the House. 
They had furnished him with a list or memorandum of certain 

ortions of the journal of the select committee of which the 

Ton: Mr. Garland of Virginia was chairman, with a request 
that a clerk be directed to transcribe them for the use of Coun- 
sel and the members. The reason of the request- was this 
the journal was then in the hands of the printer, and could not, 
without very great inconvenience, be spared from the. printing 
office; because, if it was, it could not be printed in time for the 
report. He therefore moved that a clerk be appointed to make 
such extracts for the purpose above mentioned, shee an 

Mr. PEYTON rose to inquire of the honorable chairman of 
the committee, (Mr. Gholson,) and the learned Counsel of the. 
accused, whether they would be unwilling that the same clerk 
should likewise furnish copies or extracts. from, the journal, 
showing all the questions propounded to, and tho answers re» 
turned thereto by, witnesses upon the same pointa upon which 
questions had been propounded in the House. The learned 
Counsel would understa:.d Mr. P’s meaning. It wasthia, Some 
fow of the withcsses had responded to the inquiry, as to whether 
theaccused was known to them, and that favorably or unfavo- 
rably, for capacity, as well as integrity. These, Mr. P. would 
want, , He also wished extracted, from the same journal, copies 
of all the questions on this subject that were propounded, 
whether responded to or not, either before the: committee or 
elsewhere. He could not.think the Counsel would object to it, 

Mr. GHOLSON explained the extent the committee propored 
fhe call should go, and the gentleman could see ifit would satisfy 

him. : à ; i 

They proposed, then, to have extracts made. of all the an- 
swerk to the 29th interrogatory, which was in the following 
words: $ s 

“ At the time he [i. e. the, accused] was so desitnated, were 
you acquainted with him personally; and was he favorably 
known to you, either for capacity or jntegrity?” y 

Mr. G. supposed that would satisfy the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, ` š 

Mr. PEYTON. IfI understand the gentleman correctly, I 
accede to his proposition, which is, that we have extracts made 
of all questions and ef al answers upon that subject, either be 
fore the committee or elsewhere. - 

Mr. GHOLSON, AN that took place in and before the com. 
mittee. that appears.on the journal. 3 ; 

Mr, PEYTON. ‘To he sure, as well the questions propound- 
ed, as the answers upon that subject. I want all that appears 
upon the journals upon that subject. ; 

Mr. GHOLSON. That is my understanding of’ what the 
Counsel proposes; every thing connected with the 29th interre- 
gatory. r 

Mr. PEYTON. But that interrogatory does net get out one- 
half: one-tenth, one-fiftieth of what ison the journal, 

Mr. THOMAS. J will remind the gentleman from Tennessee 
that yesterday, on motien of Counsel, the whole journal of the 
select committee was made part ef the proceedings of thig 
House: and the entire journal will, therefore, be in Possession 
of the House before probably this investigatien will elore, But 
in any event, any member of the House, it being part of the 
proceedings, can. designate that part of the journal ke mey do 
sire to use in any dischssion that may arise, and ke furnished 
with it without any special order. à $ ce 

Mr. PEYTON.” Iso, then why do Counsel call for any par: 


ticular part of it? $ 
Mr: GĦOLBON. Twill sgain explain tó the ettefeman: ` 

The chairman of the select'commitiee (Mr. Gaffarid;) informs 

me that it is impossible to get that jourua) entre, fiom the fact 


` 


that it will not be out of the hands of the printer before next 
Thursday, andsurely we will get clear of Mr. Whitney before 
that time, ` 

Mr. BELL. It seems to me proper to bring the entire journal. 

Mr. WISE. That journa} or any portion of that journal, 
brought here to prove the general character of the accused for 
truth and veracity, or for common integrity, will be insufficient. 
I wish to know if gentiemen will prove, by witnesses, whe 
were introduced before that committee, the specific facts touch- 
ing the integrity of this man. I will name one instance. There 
was introduced before that committee, a gentleman of this city 
of the highest respectability, to testify to the fact, that this man, 
who is now called “the accused,” was a fraudulent and dis- 
honest man as a debtor. 

Mr. BRIGGS, fcail the gentleman to order, Mr. Speaker. 
I do conceive this is not the time formaking charges. 

Mr. WISE. Iam making a question of the introduction of 
testimony, not a charge;-and 1 think the gentleman will under- 
sand me when he hears me through. Well, questions were 
propounded to that witness, and also the particular question as 
to the specific fact, but the committee objected; and whether he 
could have proved it or not, was to be tested. It can be done, 
now as well as then. If these extracts are taken to bring in 
that witness hefore this House, and simply testify here what that 
committee would not inquire into—~1f that be the object, why 
then I hope, sir. the fullest latitude will be given. : 

Mr. PEYTON. Ithink, sir, I have not been sufficiently un- 
derstood. They wish the positive evidence, I wish the nega- 
tive evidence, I will illustrate my idea, so that, if possible, I 
can notebe misunderstood. One of the witnesses who testified 
favorably of the accused, and whose answer they have required 
to be prodused by the clerk, stated thatthe accused was known 
to him individually favorably, both for integrity and capacity. 
But to thie question, and whichappears on the journal, “Were 
you acquainted with the genera} character of the accused when 
he resided inthe city of Philadelphia, and, if so, what was his 
character for honesty and veracity? Would you believe him 
upon his oath, ina court of justice, from his general character?” 
That question, Mr. Speaker, was not only not answered, but 
was voted down by the committee, a majority of whom sup- 
pesed it was not proper tobe put. E 

Another question was this: “Wasit not uniyersally under- 
stood in Philadelphia that, during the late war, he (Whitney) 
was a British Commissary, and engaged in smuggling gold, and 
driving cattle fromthe United States to pay and feed the British 
soldiers?” That question, sir, stands on the journal, and they 
skulked from that, alse. 

Another question was. “Did he not maintain there the 
character of a common black-leg, as the keéper of a faro bank 
in that chy?” 

Another was. “Is not the accused a notorious bankrupt at 
this time?” 

Mr GHOLSON. Mr. Speaker, I call the gentleman toorder. 
What is his object, sir? ` 

Mr. GLASCOCK. I shall object to the proposition made by 
the gentleman from Tennessee, These are matters with whic! 
this House has nothing to. do. , 

‘Mr. PEYTON. If willstate my objectin a few words, with 
this further remark. What I want from the journal is the 
evidence 1 have already stated, and the entry of the additional 
fact which I offered to prove by a witness, and- which evidence 
was suppressed by the friends of the accused, viz. That he isa 
bankrup! to a large amount, and that ke has been guilty of eve- 
ry dishonest practice to defraud hiscreditors, living at this time 
within the bounds in this city, in a style of princely splend w 
and extravagance, and that he has actually told his creditors 
that if they would not come to his terms he would swear —— 

Mr. VANDERPOEL. Mz. Speaker, lam compelled to call 
the gentleman to order. Here are charges of the most grave 
character, brought against a man now at your bar, who has 
not, cannot have, the opportunity of reply. I put it to the 
gentleman himself whether it is fair. i 

Mr. Key. Mr. Speaker, the counsel for the accused wish te 
submit a proposition to the Houge, which I holdin my hand, 

The CHAIR said he entertained at the commencement of this 
matter— 4 

Mr. PEYTON. I want the whole of the testimony! 

The CHAIR, order! The Cuarr said he had supposed that, 
by general consent, some agreement would have been come to 
between the committee on the part of the House, the Counsel 
for the accused, and the members generally. Entertaining this 
view, the Chair had suffered the debate thus far to progress, 
put the whole of it was irregular on both sides. If the Counsel 
for the accused had not finished thelr testimony, but had any 
further testimony to offer, they would procéed to do so; or if 
they had any request to make, they would submit their motion 
in writing, and then it would be regularly ascertained whether 
any member of the House objected to it. 

Mr. McKAY. Tobject, sir. 

Mr. GLASCOCK. [have objected. 

Mr. THOMAS. J hope gentlemen will not object till they 
hear it! 

The CHAIR stated that the examination was in the hands of 
the accused and his Counsel, and the Chair had only entertain- 
ed suggestions under the idea that some agreement would have 
been arcived at. Finding, however, that difficulties had arisen, 
he must now intimate to the Counsel that they would proceed 
regularly till they had closed their testimony. Any request 
they wished to niake, out of this course, must be reduced to 
wrifing. k ` - 

Mr. RIEROER. Iwishto submit a question of order to the 
Speaker. A question similar to that which I am about to pro- 
pound was suggested to the Chair a short time ago, the answer 
to which was notsatisfactory to me. If the Chair will examine 
the language of the order of the House, in reference to the mode 
of proceeding in this case, and under whieh we are now acting, 
he will perceive that authority given to the respondent, by that 
order, is to “examine witnesses.” The word “testimony” is 
subsequently introduced into the order. I consider, therefore, 
sir, the whole of the last part of our proceedings entirely irreg- 
ular, inasmuch as it ig a departure from that order, We have 
not been examining witnesses for some time, and ifthere be no 
other witness to examine, I have a resolution in my hand which 
I wish to submit. i : 

Mr. GLASCOCK. Mr. Speaker, I make this point of order, 
that accerding to the. rule the House has adopted, and under 
which the proceedings in this case are conducted, no proposi- 
tion whatever can be recognised, other than that growing out ef 
questions to be propounded to witnesses, and such proceedingr 
as may grow out of them, 


Í 
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What he desired to ask was, how the witness had understoad 


‘CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. THOMAS asked leave to read his proposition, witha 
view, he said, that the House might judge of its propriety. 

‘fhere being no objection, the proposition was atcordingly 
read in substance as jollows: Ordering, that the Clerk of the 
House cause extracts to be made from the journal of the select 
committee of certain portions thereof therein indicated. 

The CHAIR said there was a witness (Mr. Moore) then on 
the stand, who had had time to prepare his answer, and the 
Chair was informed that he had been ready for some time to 
give it in. ~ 

_The answer of Mr. Moors, for which time had been given 
him, was then handed in as follows: 

Answer.—I have read the remarks of Mr. Peyton and Mr. 
Wise, as printed in the Glebe, and it is ny opinion that, in their 
general tenor, the remarks of beth these gentlemen, as there 
given, correspond essentially with my recollection of them as 
delivered on the floor of the House. 

Cross examination of Mr. Moore. 

Question by Mr. WISE,—Do you not distinctly recollect that 
Mr. Wise did utter the remarks commencing with the words, 
“Let me not be misunderstood,” &c.? and what did you under- 
stand him in substance to say, and to mean, in explaming his act 
and intention in interposing between Mr. Peyton and Mr. Whit. 
ney? ` 

Mr. Jones, Counsel forthe aceused, objected to this interroga- 
tory, and he did so because the interrogatory called upon the 
witness to give his understanding of the words used by the hon- 
orable gentleman, whereas, as a reporter, he should enly give 
his language, and let every one draw their own inference 
yom it. 5 i 

Mr. WISE believed if the learned Counsel had looked more 
particularly into the interrogatory, he would have found that 
it did not call upon the witness for his construction of the lan- 

uage used on the occasion, but only asked him for his recol- 
fection of the words. Inthe first place, it asks him whether 
he recollects distinctly the words, and in the second place it 
asks him for his understanding, that is his menory and recollec- 
tien of the words which he (Mr. W.).had uttered, and the mean? 
ing which those words imported to him at the time. 

Ile would be glad if the learned Counsel would instruct him 
how to ask the witness this question, as he was inexperienced. 


him on that occasion, He wished to ask him for the words, and 
the meaning of those words, as he comprehended them, and 
what sensations they had created in his breast atthe time. His 
object was not to accuse the accused, but to defend himself. He 
knew, from the course pursued by the learned Counsel in this. 
examination, that an effort was making te convict him ofhaving 
made use of the expressions, and entertained the feelings, of an 
assassin, That it might be made to appear to the world he had 
made declarations of his sentiments and feelings, on that floor, 
which held out the idea that he was a character wholly unsafe 
for this gentleman to appear before as chairman of the cem- 
mittee. Mr. W. should not vote to make this witness appear 
before the committee, nor would he vote at all in his case; but 
as far as he could, he meant to demonstrate, before the investi. 
gation was got through with, that this was not an individual 
matter; and if the House carried on this investigation as it 
should, and called upon the accused to purge himself of this 
contempt, he did not expect the accused himself would say be- 
fore Godand the country that he was afraid to appear before the 
investigating committee, of which he (Mr. W.) was chairman 
on account of any thing he had said on that floor, 

Mr. W. hoped the learned Connsel would withdraw his əb- 
jections to this interrogatory, as he believed questions of a gimi- 
Jar character had been propounded to witnesses without objec- 
tion. This questi-n did notgo to prove the guilt of the accused, 
but it went to prove the innocence of Mr. W. himself, 

The question was then put, andit was decided without a di- 
vision that the interrogatery should be propounded to the 
witness. 

Mr Moors thenreturned the following answer, 

Answer.—\ have a distict recollection that the words refer- 
red to in this question, were uttered by Mr. Wise, certainly in 
substance. The mearing which I attached to them at that 
time was, that Mr. Wise would only have interposed by vio- 
lence to protect the life of his friend, Mr. Peyton, in case he, 
Mr. Wise, had seen a movement, or the indication of a move- 
ment, towards violence on the part oi the accused. In that 
event alone, did I understand that Mr..Wise would have inter- 
fered otherwise than by conciliatory means. 

Question by Mr. WISE.— Was the proof sheet of the report 
in the Globe, within your knowledge or information, submitted 
to by Mr. Wise for correction? 

Answer.—The proof sheet was not submitted to Mr. Wise, 
either for revision or correction. 

The witness was then discharged from thestand. 

The question then recurred on the proposition just read and 
submitted to the House by Mr. THOMAS, and it being 
again read from the Clerk’s table, objection was made to it; 


’ 


when 

Mr. GHOLSON moved a suspension of the rule. and the 
question being taken by tellers, the vote was—ayes 67, noes 52, 
no quoruni. 

My. GHOLSON moved a call of the House: lost without a 
division, as was also the motion to suspend the rule, {it having 
been ascertained, before putting the question, that a queram 
was within the hall.} i ; 

Mr. Key. Mr. Speaker, I wish te say a very few words in ex- 
planation. , N 

Mr. ALFORD. T object to those few words, sir. 

Mr. BRIGGS. Irise, Mr. Speaker, to a question of order. 

Mr. MERCER I call the gentleman to order. 

Mr. BRIGGS. Sir, I rise myself to a question of order. I 
understand that the Counsel for the accused have progressed 
in Veeir case, until they have come sofar, where there is certain 
witten testimony upon the journals of the committee, which 
they can not reach without an order of the House; and the 
Counsel move the Speaker,that the House will accordingly 
order that testimeny, which is on the journals, 10 be produced 
before it. Now. if I am rightin stating the request, I ask if 
the Speaker decides that this isin order, or not in order? 

The CHAIR. Jathat form, the Chair will be compelled to 
say it is in order; but, nevertheless, it would still be in the 

nower of a majority of the House to refuse it. i 

Mr. BRIGGS. Certainly, sir. T now ask the Counsel if that 
be not the state ef the question? s , 

Mr. Key, (one of the counsel.) Certainly, sir. 

TheCHAIR. This proceeding is assimilated toa precast: 

The accused is at the bar, and entided 
He has had the special 


ing in a court of justice. 
to counsel by order. of the House. 


privilege given to him to examine his witnesses ata paiticular: 
time; he is entitled to counsel to conduct ‘his defence; and, of . 
course, he has the right to submit a request to the court orto 
the House. 

Mr. GLASCOCK. Now, Mr. Speaker, I ask how far thia 


B 


House, without the consent of that committee, {vizi the select ~ 


committee of which Mr. Garland of Virginia was chairnian,] 
have the right to control one particle of the testimony taken 
before that committee, until they 1eport to this House? ‘Sir, f 
deny that any of the proceedings in that committee can be con- : 
sidered as testimony before this House in their present inchoate 
state, or that they can be reached by any process of the House, 
or in any other way, except through the committee itself, 

The CHAIR. That wag the point to which the Chair endea- 
vored to arrive before this difficulty arose, viz: to have adis- 
tinct proposition in writing before the House. 

Mr. MERCER. Mr. Speaker, if I had no other rights by 
staying here than my own, T would withdraw my resolution, 
and withdraw myself too, for I should have no business here 
any longer; but I am here as the representative of my consim- 
ents, and T ask that my resolution be read. 

This was acceded to, and the resulution wag read from the 
Clerk’s table, as follows: * 

Be it resolved, That all further testimony in the case of 
Reuben M. Whitney be suspended, and that the committee of 
five members be instructed to prepare suitable interrogatories 
to be submitted to said Whitney, in order to enable him to purge 
himself of the contempt imputed to him. i 

The CHAIR stated to the gentleman from Virginia, that his 
resolution would be in order, but that there waa a pending mo- 
tion before the House at the instance of Counsel, (viz: the ene 
intimated by Mr. Kny,] and whilst that motion was ponding, 
another could not be received until it waa disposed of. Ifthe 
House negative or affirm that proposition, then the gentleman 
might submit his. ; k 

Mr. MERCER. That motion ie withdrawn, sir. g 

The CHAIR inquired if the Counsel had wishérawn their 
Propoaition? 

Mr. Key. Notatallsir. 

The CHAIR so understood. He then inquired if the Counsel 
had suspended their propesition to enable the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. Thomas) te present his? 

Mr. Key. The resolution presented by the gentleman from 
Maryland is our proposition, sir. g 

Mr. MERCER. Thatcannotbe,sir. One proposition cannot 
be two. 

The CHAIR explained that he certainly would not have en- 
tertained the motion to suspend the rule to introduce the proposi- 
tion of the gentleman from Maryland, if he had understood it to 
he the eame motion Counsel intended to submit, He under- 
stood it to be a different one; and hence the Chair ruled it neces: 
sary to suspend the rule, in order to get it in. The Chair con- 
tinued: The Counsel now makes his motion in writing, As 
Counsel, he has the right to move the Court. The Chair rè 
ceives the motion; and itis for the House to determine whother 
hey will grant the request or not. Pending that motion, how- 
ever, nore other can be received. : 

Mr. CALHOON of Ky. Idesireto ask the chairman of the 
committee (viz: of examination,) through the Speaker, whether. 
the questions put by the committee, or which purported to: be 
put by the committee, have been agreed to by the members of 
that committee or not? Or, whether they have been put by è 
member of the committee upon his own responsibility, but as 
coming from the committee? h 

Mr. GHOLSON (chairman of the committee) replied by stat- 
ing that three of the members of the committee agreed to sub- 
mit the questions not only as coming from the committee, but 
with the concurrence of the counsel of the accused. This was 
dene to getround a difficulty that appeared to prevail at the time. 

The CHAIR directed the Clerk to read the proposition, 
which was done: the substance is given above, whem it was 
moved by Mr. Thomas. g g 

Mr. GLASCOCK eaid he should object to the adoption of 
that resolution, and would briefly, as he was aware the time of : 
the House was very precious, state his reasons for deing so. 

He had already intimated to the House that he did not conei- 
der it within the power of that House, or even if-jt were within 
its power, they ought not, to arrest the. proceedings of that ae 
lect committee of investigation, or make use of any evidence 
coniained therein, until that committee had made their report 
and that report had been finally adopted by the House. He ha 
been given to understand that the report of that committee, ag 
it was intended to he reported to the House, had not been finally 
agreed upon, and he held that it would be improper for the 
House to take.any action upon the evidence elicited before that 
committee till the report was brought in and agreed upon by 
the House. They had constituted a committee for the purpose 
of examining into certain matters, as connected with the dif- 
ferent departments of this Government, or a particular depart- 
ment of it, and, as was usual on such occasions, that commit- 
tee had doubtless adopted for therneelves rules and regulations 
by which they were to be governed. Now, among them, it 
was well known that the members of the committee were not 
even permitted to state what testimony had been given in before 
it, and that was one reason why he thought it would be prema- 
ture for the House to adopt this resolution or order, until the 
committee. itself had brought in their report, when the whole 
would be in the possession of the House, and such extracts 
conld be taken aseach member might require, 3 

But, independent of this, let him ask if gentlemen did not 
foresee what this investigation must ineviiably lead to, and 
what an unnecessary consumption of thine would be the conse- 
quence, if this resolution be adopted? He had understood that 
all were disposed to bring this matter to a speedy clese; yet 
there would seem a disposition, on the part of some, to length- 
en out this investigatien for the purpose of bringing out all that 
had transpired before the selectcommittee. Why, by the adop- 
tion of this resolution, be contended, they would be re-assuming 
to themselves, and taking out of the hands of that committee, 
the power they had specially conferred upon it. Jf the ro- 
posed extracts were to be made from their report; Gfitċoul be 
called a report, though no report had yet been made;) ifthey 
could go into the office of the “Globe, and take away those 
incipient and imperfect proceedings, he would ask whether i¢ 
wouldnot neccessarily be attaching 10 the proceedmg before the 
House matters wholly irrelevant to the issue, so far as that js- 
sue involved the question of contempt? And that was the enly 
question before the House. For his own part, Mr. G. was not 

repared to attach to the proceedings in this case, testimony 
wholly unconnected and irrelevant to the present issue. . What 
was the issue before that House andthe country? The ample 


J é repéated,..was, had-or had nota: contempt beer com- 
mitted by- Mr: Whitney? Now he would- ask the: House if 
every question immediately connected with that issue, so far.as 
rala(ed to:the gentleman From Virginia, had. not been extracted, 
had not been-already drawn out, from the withesses alroady ex- 
_ amined} “Had not-every .thing which-could, bear upon the 
alleged contempt been fully attended to and investigated in their 
ptoceedings?:-What had the conduct of Mr Whitney, except 


in relation. tothe particular. question which gave"rise to the 
; 9 g . 


difficulty, ss connected with the investigation. before the- com- 
mittee, to’ do with the- present. investigation? What possible 


Phe CHAIR said the ye accus 
‘the examination of witnesses, as he understood. - 


Mr. WISE submitted it to the Chair and the House, whether 


- this resolution could be in order when there were witnesses on’ 


bearing could such extracts as were now sought tobe produc- | 


ed have upon’ the preSent issue, being, as they.-were, wholly. 


-unéénnected.with i? ; Where the necessity of making these - 


extracts for the purpose of accompanying the other proceed- 
ings’before the House? In. his opinion, he must say, it would 
bea reflection. upen the judgment of that Honse to adopt the 
regotution, except it could be shown that the questions Counsel 
seek to extract were relevant to the issue then pending? What 
would they behold?. Gentlemen would, at their own discretion, 
extract such questions. and such answers as they, in their judg 
ment, would think proper; of course the two gentlemen from 
Virginia ahd Tennessee (Mesas. Wise and Peyton) would ex- 
tract such as were calculated to reflect upon'and expose the 
character of the present accused; the learned Counsel would 
extract.all such matters as were calculated to respond -to the 
others, and the investigation would never end. Mr. G. asked 
if such a latitude was ever allowed before any tribunal? For 
himself, he was disposed to tic down the parties to the proper 
and:legal course of proeeeding, and bring them to the direct 
issue. Adopt this order, and what would be the consequence? 
Why; as-had been told them by: the member from ‘Tennessee, 
certain questions had been answered, some Ìn one way, favor- 
ably. to the accused; others had been‘answered directly the re~ 
verge, totallyand wholly derogatory to his Character; and would 
- the House go into this matter? Why, they would be trying 
Me. Whitney on.an issue not before it; and taking from the 
hands of the committee the power specially delegated to it, 
and substituting thé House itself to re-try the very issue it 
- had submitted to its committee. This was the only construc- 
tian that could be given to the proposition under considera- 
tion, Let notthe House interfere with the proceedings of the 
investigating committee, but suffer them to make their report, 
and Jet the people judge for themselves when that report 
went forthto the country. Gointo tis now, and he hesitated 
not to say, that another week would be consumed in the inves- 
tigation, and. the. whole of the public business: of the country 
be left unacted on.” ‘ x 

Mr. Key, of counsel for the accused,exc-edingly regretted that 
they were under the necessity of troubling the House with this 
Matter, but it certainly was not their fault. Ifthe evidence they 
desired was inthe House, they could easily obtain copies from 
the Clerk, but it was not in possession of the Clerk; it was in the 
hands of the printers of the House, and it was neccssury to have 
an order so that a clerk might be employed. to make a copy of 
the extracts desired, which he conceived would take but a very 
short time. Ifthe extracts could be procured in any other 
„manner than by this order, he had no objectioa to withdraw it; 
butifthere was no other means of procuring them, he must 
reapectfully urge the adoption of the order. 

The motion of the Cougse! was then agreed to, without a di- 
vision, and the Clerk was ordered to furnish the extracts. 

My. PATTON then submitted the following resotntion: 

& Resolved, That it is not expedient further to prosecute ‘the 
triakof Reuben M. Whitney, for the contempt of the House 
llega pi nave been committed by him, and that he be now dis- 
charged. : : 

Mr. PATTON said that he had from the beginning foreseen 
that the trial would: assume the form and character which it 
had put on; that it would be protracted to a most unreasonable 
length, by the introdiction of a vast mass of irrelevant testi- 
mony, and by the raising of an infinite number of questions.of. 
evidence, aul that the prosecution of the inquiry must lead to 
heated debate and probably angry personal collision 

Tthink (said My. P.) it must be sufficiently manitest, if we at- 
temptto goon regularly “throug. this trial, receiving all that 
kind of testimony and pursning that mode of investigation 
which the decisions of the House already have authorized, that 
there can be no nination of the case until ihe whole of the 
reaidue.of the session, now barely sniticient for doing the pub- 
lic business of absolutely indispensale necessity, shail have been 
consumed. If we goon through the eviden & and ave called 
on to pronounce a judgment on the merits, we must hear de- 
bate from the counsel of the accused and from many members 
of the House, which it would be exceedingly difficult to 
restrain by the means provided for arr g debate in an 
ordinary case of legislation. Under these “circumstances 
I have been meditating for some time to propose something 
which would put a stop tothe case withont any decision op 
the merits. Thope I may be permitted to say, and it may 
parhapas, induce geniemen on b ides to receive more favor 
ably the proposition, that 1 bave sutdiousiy aud purposely ab- 
stained from voting upon any of the numerous questions of 
evidence which have arisen in the case, T have kept myself 
aloof from ail the excitement which f was sure the case must 
elicit, in seme measure in the hope that, from a position ofthat 
sort, a conciliatory motion, calculated to puta sion to atrial so 
disastrous to the discharge of the public legislation of 1 ue: 
try, and toavoid the necessity of any decision on the me its of 
the case, might bercceptably received. I do verily believe 
that if one single speech, such as will be made, and perhap 
must be made, from the very nature ‘of the case, shall he a i 
livered on this floor, consequences the most deplorable will 
follow; scenes of violence and personal: collision, such ag 
are mot accustomed even here to witness, aswell as the. v be 
dletime of the Fouse thrown away, so faras necessary fete 
lationis concerned, without the hope of having any im a 
passionate, or useful determination of the case itself whieh. is 
under trial. Before we got involved in this case, I made an ef 
fort to prevent it by laying the report of the committee.on the 
table. Twould now renew that proposition, but the efect of 
that would be to leave the prisoner in custody. FT have there. 
fore proposed the resolution new under consideration for the 
purpose of effecting the same object: that i 
case in theonly practicable way, without coming to 
sion of the House on the merits or demerits of the a 


he coun- 


US 01 ; consed, or 
any body else, whose conduct is directly or indirectly implicat. 


elin the trial 
Mr, WISE inquired whether, before the Counsel 


X for th - 
casethad concluded their mination, it was ino:derto cae 


such a resolution. without.firet moving to suspend tha rales 


the stand, as.it were? ‘The chairman of the committee on the 
part of the House had called a witness, his honorable colleague; 
(Mr. Garland,) who was sworn, aad ‘had ‘interrogatories pro- 
pounded to. him which he had-not yet answered, and the clerk 
‘of the committee had not yet beén examined. “Were these wit- 
nasses to be cut-off in this way? “Was ‘this the spirit of your 
rule? Was this thejustice of the House? And would the 
Speaker make this decision? pena Sanaa i 

The CHAIR said, that while a witness was on thë stand, this 
resolution would not be fh order; bat that it would be in order 
when the witness was off the stand. ‘There was certainly no 
witmess on the stand at the time the resolution was submitted; 
‘therefore, he could not do otherwise than entertain it. He had 
informed the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Mercer) that his 
motion, would be in order so soon’ as the witness should Ke re 
moved from the stand,. At the stage of the proceeding when 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.. Patton) had made. his mmo- 
tion, the Counsel for the accused had informed the Chair that 
they had concluded the examination. of their witnesses, and 
there was no motion before the House.’ Then, certainly, the 
motion was in order. “The Chair then read an extract from the 
order of the House in support ofhis decision. 


Mr. WISE said he felt constrained to ask the reading of the 


whole of the order. 

The Clerk then read the order of the House as follows : 
~ & Resolved, What Reuben M. Whitney be now permitted to 
examine witnesses before this Mouse’ in relation te his alleged 
contempt; and that a committee of five be appointed by the 
Speaker,to examine such witnesses on the part of the House. 
That the questions put shall be reduced to writing before pro- 
posed to the witnesses, and that the answers be also reduced 
to writing. Every question put by any other than a member 
of the committee shall be reduced to writing by such member, 

and be propounded to the witness by the Speaker, if not ob- 
jected to ; but if any question shall be objected to, or any téstl- 
mony offered shall be objected to, by any member, the member 
so objecting, and the accused or his counsel, shall be. heard, 
after which the qnestion shall be decided without further de- 
hate. If parol, evidence is offered, the witnesses shall be sworn 
by the Speakér, and be examined at the bar, unless they are 
members of the House, in which case they may be examined 

-in their places.” 
~Mr. WISE would now appeal to the Honge from the deci. 
sion of the Chair, tosay whether or not this order did not apply 
to the witnesses to be examined on the part of the committee. 
This order proposed an examination, not only on the part of the 
accused, bat on the part of the Housgalso. 

The CHAIR would eall the attention of the House to the 
construction of the first sentence of this order, which was in 
the following words: “That Reuben M. Whitney be now per: 
mitted to examine witnesses before this House in relation to 
his alleged contempt; and thata committee of five be appointed 
by the Speaker to examine such witnesses,” . 

Mr. WISE inquired if it was possible that the House only 
intended to examine such witnesses as the accused might intro- 
duce? Was it possible that the House would sanction this és 
parte proceeding? Would the House confirm this decision of 
the Speaker?, He would beg of his friend from Virginia, (Mr. 
Patton,) whom he knew intended no injustice to him, to with- 
draw this proposition. The defence set up for the accused 
was, that he (Mr. W.) was an unsafe peraan for this individual 
to appear before. The witnesses of the accused had been 
heard oa this subject, and My. W. claimed the privilege of 
calling witnesses, and having them heard. Te -called upon 
the committee, on the part of the House, to have the honorable 
chairman of the select committee (Mr, Garland) called, who 
was, by far, the best witness, and let him testify: . He wit- 
nessed every transaction, and; Mr. W. hesitated not to gay, Wit- 
nessed more than any of the witnesses who had testified, be- 
cause his position was such that he could seë more, and he 
could tel] the facts of that scene better than any other witness. 
Tt waa but justice that the chairman of the committee should 
be heard, and it was bnt justice that the clerk of the committee 
should be called upon to testify in relation.to the transaction, 
and tel] what he knew about the matter. When thig accused, 
jn his defence, became an accuser, and he (Mr. W.) was put 
upon his defence, he would appeal to every honorable gentle- 
man m that floor to aliow him the opportunity of examining 


witnesses in his defence, and not justify the accused, and pro- 


nounce judgment on him (Mr. W.) by his discharge. 

What -will be the effect of your resolution to discharge this 
man? Why it willtbe passing an indirect judgment ona 
chairman of a select committee of the House. There was no 
motion to call this witness before a committee, to testify on oath 
tonching the subject matter of his alleged contethpt, but a 
ipositive unqualified motion to discharge him. The effect of 
twould be saying to him that he was guilty of ne contempt, 
and was perfectly justified in the position he assumed iin not 


appearing before a select com mittee,after being dulysummoned | 


toappear. Would you d:scharge this accused after examining 
hig own witness, without hearing any on the other side? Mr. 
W., had witnesses he wished to examine, and he trusted he 
was not to be cut off in this way. He would suggest another 
thing to the Speaker. This accused, by the order of the House 
was to go through with his testimony—not his witnesses, but 
his testimony. ‘The question in relation to that testimony was 
the subject bef6re the House. The Counsel of the accused 
liad madean application for certain extracts from the journal 
of the committee, and whilst that application was pending, and 
undecided, it ceuid not be in order to entertain a resolution. 
for the unconditiveal discharge of this accused. If the Chair 
decided in favorof entertaining this resolution, he would act 
inconsistently with a former decision. When a member of the 
committee on the partof the House had submitted a motion 

the Speaker decided it to be out of order. oe 

The CHAIR said he had so decided, because there then 
was anohRor question pending before the House, and undis- 

osed of, 
$ Mr. WISE. What question was pending? 

The CHAIR. A motion from the Counsel. 

Mr. WISE had understood that a member of the committee 
had first submitted that proposition, and asked a suspension of 
therule thereon, and the House had refused to suspend. the 
rules. Afterwards, when the Chair understood the: motion to 
come fiom the Counsel, he had entertained it; but until the testi- 
mony of the accused was gone through. with, the Speaker had 
refnsed.to entertäiwany- proposition. Now Mr, W. asked if. 


‘the: honorable “chairman: of the: select committee, 4 

land,) Was- noton the stand, and Mr. W, had interrogatories to 
-propound to:him, Mr: W. would call upon the honorable gén- 
tleman from Maryland, (Mr. Thomas,) to.say -whether this was 
his understanding of. the ‘mode of proceeding under this'rule. 
In all cases of contempt: which he (Mr. W.) had witnessed, the 
, accused was. first called upen. to purge himself of the con- 
tempt; and if he did not choose fo.do that witnesses were called 
upon to establish the charges then after they were-examined wit- 
nesses for the defence were-heard, _ Now, however, all pry- 
ceedings.have been reversed, and you. commence first with the 
witnesses for the defence; and so soon as they are got through 


with, ail testimony is silenced. cae . 

The CHAIR explained the grounds of his decision- The - 
-question of order was one thing, and the question whèther the 
House would agree to the resolution, was quite.a different one, 
There might be very strong reasons for not agreeing to the re- 
solution, but that did not affect the question of order. ` The 
Chair then begged leave to call the attention of the House to 
the proceedings in this case, and the decisions it had become 
his duty to make. When the accused was first brought to the 
bar of the House, and -before any wiiness was.put upon the 
stand, the Chair entertained a motion by the gentleman: from 
Massachusetts (Mr. Briggs) as being ‘in order. At a subse- 
quent stage of the proceeding, whilst a witness’ was on the 
stand, and an interrogatory propounded to him, and the witness 
in. the aet Of answering it, the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
Chambers) moved a proposition, whieh the Chair decided to be 
not then in order, for the ost obvious reason, that while a wit- 


. ness wason the stand, and a question propounded, to hyn, it 


was'the same as a pending motion, and by every. principle of 
parliamentary Jaw, where there is a pending motion it is, not 
in order to entertain another. That evening, in the confusion 
cf the House, he had made a decision without understanding 
the facts of the case, as they were afterwards explained. The 
Chair had understood the Counsel for the accused to have sub- 
mitted a motion, and then.the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
Thomas) submitted his motion, which the’Chair decided not. to 
bo in order without a suspension of the rule, pending the mo- 
tion of the Counsel... When the gentleman, from Virginia, in 
front of the Chair, (Mr, Mercer,) had attempted: to submit;a 
motion; the Chair decided it not thén to be in order, because. of 
the pending motion; bat the Chair had distinctly informed the 
gentleman, that whenever the motion before the House. was dis- 
posed of, his motion would be in order. ‘That question having 
been disposed of, and there being ne motion before the House, 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Patton) rose, and submitted 
his motion. Asa question of order, then, the Chair could not 
refuse to receive it. There might be very good reasons, why , 
the House should reject the motion; but, as a question of or: 
der, the Chair bad not a doubt but that it was in order. : 

Mr. THOMAS said, when the committee on the part of the 
House held their first mecting, there was some discussion as to 
the sourse they were to pursue under the order of the House, 
and they came to the determination that they were to wait.un- 
til after the Counsel for the accused got through with their tes- 
timony. This, however, seemed to,his mind an extraordinary 
proceeding, but it became them to reserve all action until the 
Counsel had got through with their examination. The commitiée 
had pursued this course until yesterday, when they. sum. 
moned the chairman of the select committee, (Mr. Garland,) 
and propounded to him certain interrogatories, which he under- 
stood the. witness. was now ready to answer. . Then, tè the | 
mind of Mr. T. this witness wason the stand, and, with all-due 
deference to the opinion of the Chair, he considered the wit- 
ness now under examination. He putitto the House, W 
it would be proper to interrupt this investigation at th: 
He hoped the investigation might E on, 80: that those, ge 
tlemen. whose conduct had been. reflected on might have. the 
opportunity of examining. witnesses in Jegal form.. If the- com. 
mittee could have foréaeen that an effort of this kind. would- 
have been made, it would have been their solemn duty to 
have moved.a resolution to permit these gentlemen whose ` 
conduct was impugned te examine witnesses. He was bound 
in cander to say, that the committee differed with the Chair as 
to the construction put upon the order of the House, ~ 

Mr. WISE would call upon the gentleman from Maryland 
(Mr. Thomas) expressly to state, whether the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. Lincoln) did not suggest to the committee 
that this resolution might be capable of receiving the construc: 
tion the Speaker had put upon it, and whether it had riot been 
pronounced that it was impossible such a construction should be 
put upon it. Mr. W. called upon the gentleman to state 
whether this was not the case. 3 i 

Mr. THOMAS had: no recollection of such a conversation. ° 
It might possibly have taken place, but if it had ‘he had no re- 
collection of it. Mr. T. had taken occasion to examine the 
proceedings in Houston’s case, and. he had found that the pre- 
sent resolution did not confarm fo the‘rule of proceeding in that 


cage, 
_ Mr. LINCOLN said he had stated in the committee that by 
ossibility this construction might be. placed on the rule, and 
it was insisted by gentlemen on the commit ee that it was im- 
possible such a construction should be put upon its 
Mr. WISE only wished to bring to the notice of the House 

that the committee had consulted on the subject of this reaolu- 
tion, and they considered it was utterly impossible that ‘such 
a construction should be placed upon it. Mr. W. was glad that 
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Thomas) had been candid 
-enough to announce that this construction of the rule did not 
meet his views.. He was glad that the committee could not 
have contemplated such a course as had. been taken. When 
the honorable chairman of the committee (Mr, Garland) was 
left off the. list of witnesses, Mr. W. thought he saw then that 
the very moment a certain point was reached.in this investiga- 
„tion all proceedings would be stopped. _Why was not the ho- 
norable chairman on the list.of witnesses for the accused? Was 
it because he had concurred in the statement which he, (Mr. 
W.) and his friend from Tennessee, (Mr. Peyton,) had made on 
that floor? Was it because his testimony might not be. of the 
tight kind? Was it because his testimony might net be sopa- 
latable to the accused as the other witnesses which he bad’ 
called? If it bad been the original design to bave allowed him, 
(Mr. W.) and hie friefd, (Mr. Peyton) to call witnesses. n their 
own justification, an attempt was now made to. cutit- off; Sue 
could not be the design of bis colleague, (Mr. Patton.) . Mr. 
W. knew he was above any such inteniion;-he would youch for 
him thatit was not-his design to do injustice to any ene. Could 
it be the intention of the Honse to wink at this injustice, -by'sus- 
taining this decision of the Speaker. Mr. W. could Hot, he 
would not, believe it, until the majority of that House sanctioned 
the decision of the Speaker, which was thought to be impossie + 


ble by a member of the committee on the part of the House. 
All Mr. W. could now do was to appeal to the jàstice and mag- 
nanimity of the House, and ask gefitlemen to allow him the 
opportunity of calling witnesses in his own defence. : 

Mr. WISE and Mr. PEYTON then made vory earnest. ap- 
peals to Mr. PATTON to withdraw his preposition, and; among 
other objections urged by them, referred to the fact that Mr. 
GARLAND, chairman of the select committee, had not been 
examined, although all the other members of that committee 
had been examined hy the accused; and they claimed, asian act 
of justice to them, that the trial should not be arrested just when 
the evidence of the accused was closed. Š 

Mr. PATTON said he had always contemplated to postpone 
his motion until opportunity had been afforded to obtain the 
testimony of the’ chairman of the committee, (Mr. Garland,) 
which seemed to be proper, inasmuch es the other members had 
been examined; and although he thought the whole proceeding 
wrong, anil that the journal had already been encumbered with 
a great deal of unconsequential and improper testimony, yet, as 
it had been permitted to examine the other members, he had no 
objection to hearing the testimony of the chairman. He had net 
the slightest feeling of prejudice or passion towards any person 
implicated in the trial, and felt himself incapable of assigning 
any injustice, directly or indirectly, either to the accused or to 
auy other person, in the effort he was making to arrest this un- 
fortunate trial 

He was actuated solely by the overruling force of considera- 
tions impetting him to save the public business from being 
sacrificed, in the prosecution of a trial from which no public 
benefit could result, however the feelings of individuals might 
be involved in its continuance. He was, however, willing, and 
thought it right, that a full account should be given ef the oc- 
currences in the select committee; and as his honorable col- 
lague cMr. Wise) and the honorable gentleman from Tennessee 
(Mr. Peyton) seemed to think the evidence of the chairman 
(Mr. Garland) desirable and important, he would withdraw his 
resolution for the present; but he gave notice that he would re- 
new it as soon as the testimony, going to the facts which took 
place in the select committee, wasclosed. Coming into the 
House a few moments ago,.and finding that there was a pause 
in the examination of witnesses, and that some general proposi- 
tions were making to give a new direction to the trial, and espe- 
cially a proposition to send the case before a committee of ive 
rnembers, he really thought either that Mr. Garland had been 
examined, or that the intention to examine him had been 
ahandoned. For these reasons, (said Mr. P.) I withdraw the 
resolution for the present. : 

Mr. PEYTON. Iwantto make asuggestion. Sir, I merely 
wish to state to the House, that if it will hear the proof we will 
adduce, and which is necoseRiy toshow up all the transactions 
that have taken place—if the Houge will hear the truth, as we 
can prove it by witnesses who saw it, and by those also who 
were engaged in-the after-transactions—if, I say, sir, the House 
will hear the evidence, we will sit down and not open our mouths 
toapeak. We, sir, ask not to speak. All we want is for this 
House to hear the whole of the evidence, and I do hope it will 
not cut off that evidence. I hope gentlemen will not speak, but 
grant es the privilege of meeting the. proof now offered by 
counter testimony, and we will cheerfully submit ourselves to 
the judgment of the House, as men and asmembers, _ 

Mr. MERCER explained that he had offered his resolution 
with a perfect understanding between himself and hie colleague. 
If there were any further testimony to offer he would not then 


ress it. . . 
A p Mr. HOWELL here made a motion that the House adjourn, 

but withdrew it at the solicitation of s 

Mr. THOMAS, for the purpose of enabling that gentleman 
to move that a subpæna be issued for Bamuel Hamilton, clerk 
of the select committee of which Mr. GarLane was chairman; 
which was ordered. 

Mr. WHITE of Kentucky, then asked leave to offer the fol- 
lowing resolution: i 

Resolved, That the Hon. Henry A. Wise, and the Hon. Balie 
Peyton be permitted to summon and examine witnesses, to give 
avidence in their defence in the investigation now pending be- 
fore this House. 


The CHAIR suggested to the gentlenwn, that the regular 


mode would be to call upon the House fer an order to issue a 


subpena for the attendance of witnesses. 

Mr. McK AY asked why it was that the examination of other 
witnesses was not proceeded in. He understood that the gentle- 
man from Virginia, (Mr. Garland,) had been subpenaed at the 
requisition of the chairman of the committee of examination, 
and he hoped that gentleman would becalled upon the stand. 

Mr. GHOLSON. Mr. Speaker, ifthe gentleman had made 
the motion instead of reflecting upon the committee, which had 
had arduous duties to perform, it would have been better. 

Mr. McKAY disclaimed having reflected upon the committee, 
or having had the most distant intention of doing so. 

Mr. HOWELL then renewed his metion for an adjournment. 

Mr. MCKEON and Mr. McKAY severally called for the yeas 
and nays, but the House refused to order them, as italso did to 
adjourn; the vote, by tellers, being—ayes 60, noes 70. 

The question then recurring upon Mr. WHITE'S resolu- 
tion, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL inquired if it wasin order. 

The CHAIR said the proposition was one for the House itself 
tojudge of, though he would again suggest that the regular 

- mode would be to apply to the Speaker for asubpenas, 

Mr. PARKS was not aware that those two gentleinen were on 

trial before the House. 


The CHAIR remarked that he supposed the gentleman from- 


Kentucky meant, though it was not so expressed in the resolu- 
tion, that witnesses be summoned to testify on the pending 


trial, 

Mr. WHITE then slightly modified hie resolution, as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That the Hon. Henry A. Wise and the Hon. Balie 
Peyton be permitied to summon and examine witnesses in the 
trial now pending before the House. 

Mr. WHITE said he did not rise for the purpose of inflicting 
aspeech upon the House at this late hour ofthe evening. He 
knew the patience of the House would not hear a lengthy de- 
bate. Were he convinced the House would tolerate protracted 
discussion, his own sense of duty would not permit hiin to con- 
sume but a very few moments of that time, which every one 
knew was precious. He hid not intended, at the institution of 
this procee:ling, to engage in the debate, enher for or against the 
accused He had allotted to himaelfthe afi te of a silent, and, as 
far as he could control his feelings, an impartial triar. The-ac- 
sused (until the morning he appeared at the bar of this House) 
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‘was to-him personally an entire stranger. He entertained to- 
‘wards him neither prejudice nor enmity. He had heard much 


touching both his private and public character, discreditable, in 


‘a very high degree, to his reputation: yet he was not possessed 


of facts that would authorize bim to enter up ajudgment of 
gukt. He feltmore of sympathy and pity towards the accused 
than of prejudice er anger. 

Being one of those who voted for the resolution directing the 


‘accused to be brought to the bar of this House, for an alleged 


contempt, in perempterily refusing to obey a summons issued 
by a committee of this House, expressly empowered to send for 
persons and papers, owing to the reasons given by the respon- 
dent, as the ground of his refusal to appear and testify, he de- 
termined, from the beginning of the trial, to vote for any and 
every proposition that was at all consistent with the rules and 
principles that should govern trials of the kind. Ja discharge of 
this determination, he voted for the resolution giving the ac- 
cused the privilege to. summon witnesses, and examine evidence 
in -his defence, before he had been sworn to answer interrogato- 
ries, to clear himself of the alleged contempt. He knew at the 
time this was unusual and irregular. He was wel! apprized that 
it was the invariable usage and practice of ai} judicial tribunals 
insimilar caser, to permit and require the witness in contempt 
of the mandate of the court, to be first sworn and examined 
touching the matters of excuse or justification of his disobedi- 
ence; but, for reasons which he will subsequently mention, he 
voted for a departure from) this weil-established rule of prote- 
dure. He went one step turther: he voted for the broad and 
clearly irrelevant interrogatory proposed by the Counsel of the 
respondent, inquiring into the conduct of the Hon, H. A. Wise 
and the Hon. Balie Peyton, in an affair that, transpired before 
another committee of this House, of which the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Garland) was chairman. The reasons that 
prompted him to give these votes he will bricfly state. The 
respondent, the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wise.) and the 
gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Peyton,) had each given their 
statement of the circumstances and facts attending the unfirtu- 
nite occurrence before the committee of which the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Garland) was chairman. 

The statements of the respoundent materially conflicted with 
the statements of the other two gentemen. These differen 
versione ofthe transaction wove before the public: they were 
to be found in every print and journalin the whole country. 
The matter had excited considerable interest in the public 
mind. 

The judgment of approval or disapproval, of acquiual or 
condemnation, was as varient as the different versious. This 
being the case, he considered it due to all the parties concerned, 
due to the character of this House, and due to the country, 
the true history ofthe affair should be disclosed. Another rea- 
son, he said, that had influenced his mind ins voting upon the 
various propositions as he had, was, that the resfiondent had 
addressed a memorial to the House. setting forth his acconnt of 
the affair, complaining ofoutrage and violence towards hisfper- 
son, and an infringment of his constitutional rights asa citizen, 
praying an inquiry into the transaction. i 

Upon the score ofeconomising time, he deemed i: expedient 
to admit the question, inasmuch as by so doing both matters 
could be tried in the same investigation. An additional reason 
that had prompted him to pursue the course he had taken ihe 
desired to give the accused every privilege (either clear or 
doubtful) that could be claimed, under similar circumstances, 
by any American citizen. 

But atthe time he was voting to grant theaccused the widest 
latitude of defence, he had not dreamed he was opening the 
door for him to introduce testimony assailing the reputation, 
and casting the foulest imputations upon theconduct and mo. 
tives, ofthe gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wise,) and the gen- 
tleman from Tennesseee (Mr. Peyton,) charging them with 
crimes Which, 1f true, should reflect lasing infamy upon their 
characters; and that, so soon as he bad closed his evidence, 
the trial shouldterminate, and the H use proceed to pronounce 
judgment of guilt or acquitial, upon a partial hearing of one 
side, ex-party testimony, and that too without permitting the 
gentleman from Virginia and the gentleman from Tennessee 
to examine witnesses in their behalf—he knowing that their 
conduct would necessarily be invglved by the admission of 
the question, he had supposed a like liberality wouid be ex- 
tended to thein so soon as the testimony closed upon the part of 
the respondent; especially asthe House had, by their first move- 
ment in the progress of thetrial permitted the respondent to 
change his position, and become accuser instead of accused. 

He did not conceive it possible there could be two opinious 
upon this subject in an enlightened bedy of men: had he en- 
tertained the remotest doubt upon the subject, he never would 
have voted to admit the interrogatory. touching the conduct ef 
the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wise.) or the gentleman 
trom Tennessee, (Mr. Peyion,) without en express agreement, 
upen the journal, that those gentlemen should be permitted to 
introduce rebutting testimeny. Whilst he was wiling and 
anxious that every privilege that justly belongs ta the citizen, 
under the benign laws of this cc y, shall be enjoyed by the 
respondent, he could not consent that the ægis of the Consti- 
tution should be confined to him exclusively, andthat the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, and the gentleman from Tennessee, 
should be denied the common and universal p ge granted 
to the vilest ‘culprit of the land—the huinbie privilege ofin- 
trodueing testimony in explane onand defence of their conduct 
and motives. A privilege consecrated by the blood of ages, 
and guaerantied as a sacred right to every American citizen, 
rich or poor, high or low, by the charter of rights, the Consutu- 
tion of his country. a . à EP INTA > 

Sir, should this resolution be rejected, peculiar injustice will 
be done the gentleman from Tenne see (Mr, Peyton.) It can- 
not be seriously contended, by the learned counsel of the ac- 
cused, that so much of the evidence as consisis of details of 
speeches, declarations, and conduct of the gent eman from Ten- 
nessea, (and two-thirds of the testimeny received js of this cha- 
raeter,) is relevant to the issue now properly in trial before the 


eommittee. l the answer 
or plea of the respondent, by direct reference, the accused uses 
the following language: 


“ The affair between Mr. Payton and myself, which occurred 


` in the presence of another committee; hax no 


é whatever to 
do with the committes to which this da addr , aed Before 
whom I am summonedtoappear.” ` : e 
And why is this explicit acknowledgment made by. the ac- 
cused, disavowing any connection between bis- refusal to obey __ 
the summons issued from the committee of which the. gentle. 


man from Virginia (Mr. Wise) is chairman, and ‘the affair bo- 


_tween Mr. Peyton and himself before another committee? For 


the most obvious of all reasons—hecause the gentleman’ from 
Tennessee (Mr. Peyton) was not a member of ‘the ‘committée 
before whom the respondent was summoned to appear.” Yet, 
in the face of this clear and express disclainier, set forth in 
the pleadings of the accused, without notice, without informa. 
tion, the very affair between Mr. Peyton and the respondent, 
notwithstanding the direct admission in the pleadings of ‘ite itre- 
levancy and illegality, iz called forin the very first Interrogato- 
ry propounded by the Counsel for the accused, whilst there js 
no rule of evidence better settled than that it is not peces- 
sary to prove that which is agreed upon by: the pleadings: 
the correlative rule is equatly well settled, that you carmot dia- 
prore the admissions of the parties in the pleadings on thé re- 
cord, 

And nowis this House about solemnly to refuse the adoption 
of this resolution, afterit has unjustly antl illegally made: the 
gentleman from Tennessee a party to this trial—after having 
set day after day, and night after night, hearing testimon 
charging him with almost every offence knowa in the blac 
catalogue of crime, shall we deny him the privilege of excul- 
pating himself from the charges?’ Shall we illegally arraign 
the gentleman from Tennessee at the bar of this House, (for dis 
guise it as you will, no one who has been present can with any 
candor deny the fact, that this proceeding, from its very vutset, 
has been a prosecution of the gentleman from Virginia and the 
gentleman from Tenvitssee,) and listen to accusation upon at- 
cusation, charge upon charge, and proof upon proof, against 
them, and the moment the testimony is closed upon the part of 
the nominal criminal, (the true plaintiff in thie trial, as it has 
been conducted,) terminate the investigation? Is this justice? 
Is it fair play? Is it not eppression and tyranny. iv their moet 
odious form—a palpable denial of justice in the very teeth of 
your bill of rights—a mockery of trial before this grand 
inquest of the nation. Anactof injustice that would disgrace 
the pettiest court in the petiiest village in this country.. And 
what adds insult to injustice, every word of this evidence'ls re- 
duced to writing, and is to go out to the people asa fair and. im- 
partial expose of the conduct of the relative parties implicated 
In the pending controversy Andis this one sided, ex parte pros 
ceeding what gen'lemen calla fair investigation? Is this the 
kind of investigation from which we have been told innocence 
has nothing to fear? It is true that before a jury of honest, im- 
partial triors, with liberty of proof, innocence has nothing to 
fear. But he has learned but litte either from observation or 
reading, who has not dicovered that conscious innocence, though | 
a consoling approbation to the accused, is not always a protect- 
ing shield against the unrightecus judgment of the world, nor a 
safe guaranty againslignuominious punishment. Daily occur- 
rences around us furnish abundant testimony of this aseertion, 
History, both modern and ancient, is pregnant with examples. 
Sydney and Emmett perished upon the scaffold as an atonement 
for their.love of liberty and love of country; Phocian and So- 
crates were doomed to drink the poiconous hemlock as anexpi- 
ation fer their superior virtues; all of whom’ were allowed the 
form of trial. But inthis case, if this resolution be rejected, wé 
shal! deny beth the form and substance of trial to the gentle- 
man from Tennessee and the gentleman from Virginia. Butitis 
equally due to the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wise) that he 
shouldbe permitted to introduce proof. His conduct and mo- 
tives have been directly assailed by the teetiniony of the accua- 
ed. The very git of his defence ix based upon the alleged mal- 
conduct of the gentleman from Virginia. It is eesential to the 
fa iy ascertainment of the truth of the plea of the reepondent, 
the validity of his justification, as well as an act of sheer justice 
to the gentleman trom Virginia, that leave should be given him 
to rebut the testimony of the accused. ‘The entire excuce set 
forth by the respondent in his answer, is the alleged apprehen- 
sion of outrage and violence from the gentleman from Virginia, 
and in support of the respondente plea, and as a just and valid 
reason for this apprehension, proof has been received. by: this 
House, detailing the conduct of the gentleman from Virginia 
before the committee of which the gentleman. from Virginia 
(My. Garland) is chairman; in which affair great outrage and 
violence is charged, and assasin-like motives imputed; and is 
he to be denied the privileges of meeting these charges, and of 
vindica'ing hisconduct and his motives before this House and 
the nation, when, too, the testimony would bear directly upen 
the question in issue, would Jead w a fair ascertainment of the 
truth of the defence set up in avoidance of the alleged contempt 
by the accused in his answer? 

This House has, with great patience and unbounded liberality, | 
heard the testimony of the accused, and is it not now due to 
truth, to justice, and the assailed reputation of the gentleman 
from Virginia, that his testimony should- be heard jn rr ply? 
Can we, ag impartial triors in this case, come to a just eanclu. 
clusion, whether or not the answer of the respondent is found- 
ed in truth, unless we hear testimony upon both sides? clearly 
netto my mind. But we are told the gentleman from. Virginia 
is not upon trial—no judgment is asked against him—no pun- 
ishment is proposed to be inflictedupon him. That neither 
histife or liberty is in jeopardy’ true, But is nothis reputation, 
which is infinitely dearer to him than either life or liberty, up- 
onirial? Ts not this nation anxiously looking to this investiga- 
tion, and parting for a publication of the evidence in this tase? 
And wil not public opinion either approve of his conduct from 
the published evidence, or consign his character to infaniy? 
and will this House be guilty of the crying injustice of eonsign- 
ing him to ignominy, withoutthe opportunity of a fa t and irn- 
partial trial? R 

If there be any one man above all others in the nation, who 
oveht to feel indignant sensibility, and rise in his place, and 
with uplifted hands protest against such aconrse of proceeding, 
jt is the individual at the bar of this House, (Mr. Whitney.) A 
blot has been inflicted upen his repuration, by a collateral 
investigation, before a committee of this House, upon a former 
occasion, in which he was-denied the privilege of introducing 
rebutting proof, that neither time nor Zood conduct can ever re- 
move. That investigation has affixed the seal of infamy npon 
his charac’er, whether just or nnjust,that neither the bedewing 
tearsof pitying angels can ever wash ont, nor ean the fiery 
fingers of the fiends af hell ever erase 11, There it will remain, 
so longas his name isheld in remembrance. z 

Sir, ł am rejoiced to hear the respondent, through his Coun 


i pp bate -rejection-of the resolutio 

Lethim be-what he may; this actia creditable to his heart 
Butitis objected by an ‘honorable: gentleman upon: my right, 
that the press’ of public business, and the. short period oftime ` 
from, this until the adjournment, will not premit the investiga- 
tion to go om. "This objection comes too late; we ‘have gone into 
the trial’ hy our own action. -Fhe gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Wise, y did-not refer this matter to the House; he refused in 
committee to vote. uponthe matter; he has not. asked. nor 
voted for.the institution of “this trials. he openly disclaims hav- 
ing any agency in the prosecution:of the accused: All he asks, 
is. the: poor. privilege, since“ he has, by your mode of ‘trial, be. - 
come the defendant, thereat criminal, at the bar of this House, 
Gif there bé any such charactér, in truth; a party to this most 
anomalous‘ proceeding, y of confronting his accusers with proof, 
Of repelling the foul imputations cast upon his conduct and his 
motives, by the testimony of disinterested witnesses. Will you, 
can you, alter what you. have done, deny itto him? Will you, 
after You have arraigned him before 
in ‘mative, itnot in deed, and heard witnesses, day after day, in 


nder considèra- 


this House asan assassin © 


support of the charge, in the presénce of thousands of listening - 


spectators, collected from all quarters of this wide-spread na- 
tion, the very instant the testimony against him. is through, 
close the trial upon him, without the liberty of defence? » Will 
thié House bé guilty of an act so pregnant with injustice, offer- 
ing as an excuse that time could not be spared. for further in- 
vestigation?. A cald excuse to a wounded soul. Fask the mem- 
bers who intendto vote against this. resolution, what apelogy 
they expect to vender, satisfactory to their censtituents, for such 
a flagrantact of injustice? Permit me to suppose a dialogue 
between a member who shall vote in the negative and an honest 
. constituent. “You voted to bring Reuben M, Whitney to the 
bar of the House'to be tried for an alleged contempt??? “Yes.” 
“You voted to give him Jeave to summons and examine wit- 
nesses in his defence, and to be heard by counsel as well as by 
himself?” “Yes.” “You voted to receive the question pro- 
pounded by the Counsel of the accused, inquiring into the con- 
duct of Messrs. Wise and Peyton in the affair which.took place 
in committee of which the gentleman from. Virginia (Mr. Gar- 
land) was chairman?”. “Yes.” “You patiently sat and heard 
testimony charging Messrs. Wise and Peyton with using per- 
sonal outrage and Violence towards the accused, and motives of 
agsassination upon the part of Mr. Wise??? “Yes.” “And 
wher the accused had examined all the witnesses. he desired, 
you. then permitted Messrs. Wise and Peyton the privilege of 
examining witnesses, in explanation, contradiction, and rebut- 
ti of the testimony introduced upon the part of the accused?” 
“Oh! no.” ‘And this you call.a fair and impartial trial by the 
House of Congress, the pedple’s House? ‘Chis is what you 
mean by equal rights and equal privileges under the Constitu- 
tion? This is what you call protecting the just rights of an 
American citizen?” The honest constituent would grow warmer 
and. warmer, untl he would indignantly pronounce the curse, 
t Depart from me thou unworthy servant.” And, in my cool 
and deliberate judgment, if there be any district in any State in 
this Union that would approbate sucha course, it deserves to 
have the vengeance of Heaven invoked upon it, and. the fate of 
Sodom and Gomorrah should await it. f 

He said, before he took his seat, he would ask the yeas and 
nays-upon this resolution? He wished it to appear now, and in 
all future tme, how he and how others voted upen this propo- 
sition, Did he say in all future time? Yes; in all time to 
come, unless some political assassin-of the Constitution should 
rise in his place, (backed by a majority of pliant minions,) and 
obliterate nan Journal by the modern process of expunction. 

Mr. MANN of New York remarked, in repty, that the gen- 
tlemau from Kentucky was again endeavoring to bring betore 
the House another issue, which the House had repeatedly re 
fuser to go into, It was not the first time gentlemen had risen 
there, and, with great solemnity, and doubtless sincerity, tuo, 
insisted that there was_a.clifferent issue than that of whether 
the accused, then standiug_at the bar, had been guilty of a con- 
tempt or.not—a task Mr. M. looked upon as entirely gratuitous 
on their part. “Let him ask those honorable members—let him 
ask the House, too—to say candidly what was the true issue. 
Were those two honorable members referred to in reality upon 
trial there? If they were, what was the accusation? hat 
wis the charge against them? Above all, let him ask thé 
members of that House, the gentleman from Kentucky among 
the number, what woukt it be’ compelled to try? If the 
House ehould be called upon to try those gentlemen, it would 
necessarily be compelled to give a decision of some sort or 
o hey, and what decision could they arrive at? If they should 
be thereafter asked for what those gentlemen had becn arraigned 
and put upon their trial, what answer could be given? None. 
They formed wo part of the pending issue. 

Mr. M, was aware, he said, that in the necessary inquiry 
pending in regard to the contempt alleged against the accused, 
the conduct of those two gentlemen must be more or lers 
brought out, but in order to ascertain what? Why, in order 
to ascertain whether the accused had rendered such an excuse 
as io purge himself of the contempt with which he was 
charged ; but he hoped the House wouid not suffer itself to be 
dragged: iäti anexamination where no one could tell where it 
would terminate... He hoped its good sense would reject this 
oft. renewed proposition. 

‘Mr. GHOLSON wished.to say a word or two on behalf of 
the committee of examination. fe had heard, with regret, 
what he conceived ‘to: be insinvations thrown out against the 
committee, which had done every thing in its power, but had 
not even yet been permitted to carry out their measures. Res- 
olution after “resolution had héen ‘submitted, speech after 
speech had been made, all, indirectly to be sure, refiecting 
upon the commitice. One gentlernan had asked why subpoenas 
had not been issued? The. answer was at hand; it was: be- 
cause genilemen did not give thewan opportunity, Nolonger 
ago than yesterday it was announced on the floor that they were 
ready to issue cr call for subpeenas for any Witnesses ;and now 
the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. White, after an annuncia- 
tion to him, that he (Mr. G.Y would have any ‘witnesses sub- 
pænaed whose names shonid be given to him, either for the 
member from. Virginia, or for the member from Tennessee, to 
prove thetraccusations against the prisoner at the bar, yet still 
this resolution is introduced as if the committee had foiled in 
the discharge of their duty, and- had refused er denied any op- 
portunity for witnesses to be summoned, The committes had 
not failed to do all-in. their power; and he hoped. before 
gentlemen proceeded any further, they would at least give hem $ 
the opportunity of doing their duty, and not step out oftheir way 
to make inquiries why 20 and.-so-had not been done.. -The com- 
mitee-had had, as yet, no opportunity to bring testinoay be- 


X 


~ he Should not delay the : ect. 
But that gentleman. and every other member ‘must perceive, 


. course of the whole trial, 


fore the House, but ý had held themselves at all times; 
as they still did, Willing to bring in any witnesses: who Inight 
be called-for, if permittedto do: so. The will'was with: them 
—the power with the House ; but- he hoped to hear-no:moreof 
those.indirect side- wind censures upon the committee: >- 

Mr. BELL remarked, that after what. had ‘been'said by the 
-gentleman from Mississippi. of the views of:that. committee, 
f ouse one moment-on that subject. 


that there was a disposition among-a large portion of the 
House not to permit the whole of the inquiry to proceed. ` 
They had just heard that the. committee appointed to con: 
duct the examination on the-part of the House were ready to 
go into'it; and although the resolution ef the gentieman from 
Kentucky was not worded in the manner he preferred, yet 
there was no time more proper than that to settle the question. 
definitively; whether it was the-sense of the House that they 
should proceed any further or not. That resolution was best 
adapted to test the sense of the House, and therefore he hoped ` 
the question would be taken onit. Ifni shouldbe voted down, 


it would show’ an indisposition te go further in the inquiry, ` 


and that question had better. be settled at once. 

The gentleman from New York over the way (Mr. Mann) had 
said that there. was no issue formed with the two gentlemen're- 
ferred tọ. Mr. B. replied, that the only issue formed at all, 
had been the issue on the part of the House against those gen- 
tlemen, or rather on the part-of those gentlemen wko conduct- 
edthe examination on the part of the accused, against his 
honorable friend from Virginia, and his honorable colleague. 
ii was evident that this had been the issue. The mere form of 
proceeding,. perhaps, was an issue with the accused, Mr. Whit- 
ney, but it was in form only, the other was the substance. +7 

he gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Patton) had said that he 
proposed to cut short. this examination, as Mr. B. undersood 


-him, and that he had foreseen from the first, when the subject 


was first brought to the notice of the House, that this examina- 
tion or trial, if gone into, would take the direction it had, and 
necessarily involve-the very inquiry that had been gone into. 
Mr. B. said he should like the gentleman to say, if-he saw the 
result before the bringing of Mr. Whimey to the bar of the 
House, and how he arrived at that conclusion? i 

Mr. PATTON explained that, from the nature of. the trial 
itself, he saw it would be extended to an almost interminable 
-length, from its irritating and personal character. 

Mr. BELL did not mean to imply. that the gentleman had 
foreseen any of the results that had occurred upon the motion 
to bring. Whitney to the bar of the House, from any informa- 
tion he had of the determination on the part of the majority in 
relation to the course they: designed to pursue; but it seemed 
the gentleman inferred that what had taken place was probable, 
from the disposition which existed, or which might-havée ex- 
isted, in this particular case, or in any case. Now, Mr. B. 
would ask, why should any gentleman have foreseen this 
would be necessary, or prebable, en an examination of this 
kind? Low had it happened that any gentleman in that House, 
or in the country at large, ‘should have had such apprehen- 
sions? Here was a party arraigned for contempt as a witness. 
Why, it was no great enormity, nor did it amount even to a 
criminal offence of a high denomination, and certainly did not 
require all the array of learned counsel; and who céuld have 
anticipated such a course of proceeding as had ensued? What 
ought to have been the question before that honorable House? 
and what must ever be the similar question -in all cases of the 
same kind? The party was arraigned at the bar, and was so- 
lemnly asked, standing at the bar, whether he had intentionally 
committed a contempt of that House? That was the substance 
of the interrogatory. Why that course had been departed 
from in the present case, was for those to say who had induced 
that departure. . + - 

An argument had been thrown out that, if this resolution 
should be adopted, it would occupy the time of the House from 
then till the 4th.of Marchy the close. ef. their constitutional 
existence, And how?. It: was because the majority, in the 
first instance, did not proceed according to the known forms. 
It was because that House had thought proper, by a majority 
of votes, to sanction a proceeding not only unknown to parlia- 
mentary history, but in notorious disregard to, and in direct 
violation of, it. There was no issue, even with Mr. Whitney; 
there could be none until he was put to answer interrogatories 


to purge himself of the alleged contempt. Mr. B. would again 


„ask how it happeaed that gentlemen get up on that floor, and 


say “this trial must occupy the balance of the session,” when 
they must know the responsibility rests with themselves? when 
they ought to reflect that it was because the majority deter- 
mined to proceed in amode unknown to the law, and a direct 
trampling upon not only presedent, but reason. What, sir, 
(said Mr. B.) have a formal array of the Counsel of a witness 
at first, and suffer them to proceed before’ you form an issue 
with him, or before you ascertain whether he be really in ear- 
nest, or not! Such a thiug was never heard of before. 

Now, sir, (concluded Mr. B.) as T am up, let me say 
tlemen, as suggested to my mind, that justice, reason, common 
sense, propriety, all, all require that, as we have commenced 
thus irregularly, and have implicated other gentlemen whom 
it was not necessary to have implicated, we must go through 
with it, or, at least, with the examination of witnesses. We 
are hound, in common justice and. honor, to give them that 
privilege. 

Mr. WISE could net be considered as a prosecutor in this 
case; all he desired was that he might be permitted to de- 
fend himself. 

Mr. BELL gid not wish to name any gentleman in the sug- 
gestion. he had made, but simply to have an expression of the 
House that this trial should proceed as long as there was a wit- 
ness whom any gentleman might wish to examine. 

Mr. McKEON would suggest that any gentlemen who might 
wish to introduce witnesses in this case, could effect their ob- 
ject their object by sending in their names to the committee on 
the‘part of the House, whose duty it was to summon and exa- 
mine witnesses. ` 

Mr. WISE could not do so; not, however, out of any disre- 
spect to the committee, but because, as he understood, that 
committee was appointed to prosecute in the case; and he 
could not be considered as an alder or abetter in this prosecu- 
tion, He only-asked the privilege of defending himself. The 
individual called the aceused had, through his Counsel], in the 
been bringing accusations against Mr. 
W. and'when you talk of the accused, he could not tell whether 
you meant him(Mi, Wise) or the individual at the bar. 


Mr. McKEON then moved to Jay the. resolution on the 


table, : 


wand wereyeas-73, nays 50, aa fellows: : 


to gen-- 


Mr: WISE called for the yeas and nays; 


YEAS—Messrs. Ash,- Barton, Bean, Beaumont,’ 
Bovee, Brown, Buchanan, Bynum, Casey, Chapman, 
“Cleveland, Coles; Contor, Corwin, Cramer, Crary, Cushman, 
Dromgoole, Dunlap, Emer; Fry, Gholgon, Haley, Joseph Hail, 
“Hawkins, Holt, Huntington, Ingham, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson; 
Cave. Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Kennon, Kilgore, Klingen- 
smith, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Thomas 
Lee, Leonard, Logan, ‘Loyall, Lucas, Abijah Mann, William 
‘Mason, Moses Mason, McKay, McKeon, MeLene, Miller, Mont- 


Boctkee; i 


- gomery, Morgan, Page, Parks, Dutee: J.-Pearce, Phelps, John- 
= Reynolds, Joseph Pa Sen 


Taylor, John 


Shinn, Biek ee Johr 
ebster, Weeks, 


Thomson, Vanderpoel,: Ward,. WardWell, - 
Thomas T. Whittlesey, and Yell—73. y 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Bailey, Bell, Bond, Briggs,-Burich, 
“John Calhoon, William B. Calhoun, Carter, George Chambers, 
Joha.Chambers, Chetwood, Nath. H. Claiborne, Clark; Crane, 
Darlington, .Deberry, Denny, Forester, Glascock, Graham, 
Granger, Graves, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Harper, Albert @. Har- 
rison, Hazeltine, Hoar, Howell, Huntsman, Ingersoll, William 
Jackson, Luke Lea, Lewis, Love, Lyon, Sampson Mason, 
Maury, MeKennan, Milligan, John J. Pearson, Potts, Reed, 
Rencher, Robertson, Shields,Slade, Sloane, Standefer, Tahaferro, 
Underwood, White, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, and 
Young—50. . 5 i : 

So the resolution was laid on the table. i 
BMr. WILLIAMS of North Carohna, then moved that the 
House adjourn: lost-—ayes 50, noes 79. ee 

The honorable JAMES. GARLAND of Virginia, was then ’ 
called on the stand. ` : 


TESTIMONY OF THE HONORABLE JAMES GARLAND 
: OF VIRGINIA. us 

First question by.the Counszn for the accused.—Please i 
state ailthe circumstances attending the dispute and disorder’ 
that occurred before the select committee, whereof Mr. Gar- 
atid is chairman, on Wednesday, the 25th of January, and 
state particularly all that was said and done by, and the whole 
demeanor and conduct of, R.'M. Whitney, as a witness attend-." 
ing: the committee, and Messrs. Wise and Peyton, as members 
of that committee, and all that occurred on that occasion. ` 

Answer.—The ‘transaction now investigating, took place on 
the night of the 25th day of January last. Mr. Peyton had, 
withouf objection by the committee, proposed: to Mr. Whitney 
the following interrogatery: “Did you receive any Jetter of 
recommendation from R.B. Taney, or did he, in any man- 
ner, countenance you in applying for, the. agency contem- 
plated; or did he positively refuse to recommend, receive, for 
countenance you in that capacity, while “he was at the head of 
the Treasury Department?! which, I, as chairman propound- 
ed. To this interrogatory Mr. Whitney returned the following 
answer: 

“I decline answering this interrogatory, more particularly 
as the individual propounding it has asserted, positively and 

ublicly, that the substance of the latter part of it is true, 
eginining with ‘or did he,’ &c.; therefore, being’ the party 
accused, Jam not a proper-witness. I think, in justice, that 
the individual who has made the allegation should be called to 
produce his proof.” > ert 

After I had sent the answer to the committee, Mr. Peyton] 
in a tone ahd manner indicating strong excitement, remarked, 
‘Mr. Chairman: I wish you distinctly to inform this witness, 
that he isnot to insult me in his answers; then rieing from his 
seat, and approaching Mr. Whitney, said, ae well as I can re- 
collect, “I will not’be insulted to my face. by ‘any damned thief,’ , 
and damned robber; and if you dare to insult me here to my’ 
face, God damn you, I will put you to death ow the spot. You 
say in your card that I seek protection under my constitutional 
privileges, but I will let you know that I do not claim any con- 


‘stitutional privilege to protect me against an insult to my face, 


here or elsewhere.” Before Mr. Peyton ‘had finished this sen- 


.tence, Mi: Wise rose from his séat, which waa on the sofa, on 


the side of the room opposite Mr. Whitney, and walked about 
half ‘way ‘across, saying, “yes, the committee had borne the 
‘damned Insolence of that witness long enough; it was insuffera- 
ble.” Mr. Peyton remarked, “ Wise, this is my business, don’t 
yeu interfere.” I immediately rose, and said to Mr. Wise, 
“Wise, don’t do so, you are wrong.” Upon which Mr. Wise’, 
immediately retuined to his seat. When Mr. Wise turned to 
resume his seat, I immediately turned to Mr. Peyton, and re: 
marked: “Mr, Peyton you must observe the erder of the com- 
mittee.” Mr. Peyton: immediately turned. from the wit- 
ness to me, and said, as near as I can. recollect, “Mr. 
Chairman, I appeal‘ to you to say if I have not treated 
this witness, from the beginning, as if he ‘were a’ gentle- 


- man, but Pl be ‘damned. if 1. will be insulted to my face.’ 


He then took “his seat in the chair which I had occupied, as 1 
had taken the chair which he had risen from. After Mr Pey- 
ton and myself were both seated; Mr.. Whitney rose from his. 
seat, and advancing cne or two steps towards me, said, “Mi. 
Chairman,” uttering two or three other words which I did not 
hear.’ Before he had finished his sentence Mr. Peyton rose'up 
and said, as well as I recollect, “He bas no right to speak here; 
Goddamn him, he shan’t speak; he must give his answers in 
Avriting.” Then turning towards Mr. Whitney, said, “You | 
have no right to speak here; sit down, sir.” I remarked to 
Mr. Peyton that the witness hada right to make a question 
touching his examination; but before I finished the remark, 
Mr. Peyton, very much excited, said. “Damn him, 1 have treat- 
ed him asif he were a gentleman.” Iagain remarked.to Mr. 
Peyton that he must observe order. Mr. Whitney, who had 
nottaken his seat, said, “Mr. Chairman, I came here under. the 
summons ofthe committee. Iclaim its protection.” Mr. Pey- 
ton said, “Damn him, he has insulted me te -my face; damn 
him, he looks at me: he shan’t look at me.” . As he made this - 
remark. appearing very angry, -hé put. his right hand either 
to his bosom or the side pocket of ‘his coat, 
as he put his hand to his. besom, Mr. Wise sprang 
forward, seized. Mr. Peyton by the breast, and said, 
“ Peyton, dow’t notice him; dam him, he is net worth 
of. your notice,” and séme other expression, which 1 do 
not remember. Myr.. Peyton remarked, “1 will notice him;. {> 
would notice him if he were a-damned dog, if he insulted me 
tomy face.” As soon of Mr. Wise seized hold of Mr. Peyton, 
I stepped between him aad Mr. Whitney, and Mr. Martin took 
hold of his right arm. Mr. Wise shoved. Mr. Peyton back. 
some twoor three steps towards the sofa, Mr. Peyton enden- 


` yoring somewhat to disengage himself from Mr. Wise and 
. Mr. Martin, but failed. About this timesome member of the 


committee made a motion to suspend thé examination, and- 


: Mr. Hamer.made some remarks, which Tdid not hear, fer my 


Which were ordered, 


Chapin, ` 


As soon ` 


\ 


attention was directed to the parties, with a view, if necessary, 
to prevent collision by. personal interposition. At this time I 
remarked to Mr. Whitney, “that a question would arise as to 
the disposition of his answer, and that he would be pleased to 
retire, which hedid. After My. Whitey retired, Mr. Peyton, 
who had been very much excited, became more wangail; ex- 
pressed his regret Tor the ‘occur ence; urged, ia extenuation, 
the inault which he had received in the answer referred to, and 
the cofitemptuons look. and scowl wich which it was ac- 
companied, as the cause of his great excitement, and 
apologized to the committee, promising that thereafier he 
would try and suppress his feetings, unless grossly and direct- 
‘ly insulted. Mr. Hamer then submitted the following motion: 

“That the answer to the 15th question be returned ta the 
witness, being no reply to the interrogatory, and disrespectful 
toa member of the committee;? which was uni almously 
adopted. Mr. Wise then called me to him near the window, and 
remarked that, “in Mr. Peyion’s present state of. feeling, it 
would not do to permit him and Mr. Whitney to go out of the 
room together; if they did, he would not be responsibie for the 
consequences; thai it would be bes to call back ihe wiiness— 
permit Mr. Peyton. to ask him another question, which would 
greatly tend to tranquillize him, and then discharge the witness 
Without the committee’s adjourning. 1 told him I approved of 
the plan; that there was some unfinished business before the 
committee, which I would call up when Mr. Whitney was dis- 
charged; and thathe must see that Mr. Peyton did not Jeave 
the room; which he promised he woulddo, © The witness was 
then called in, and the resolution of the commutice read to 
him. After it was read, he seid, as well as F recollect, “HI 
have been disrespectful to the committee, I regret it, and apolo- 

ize for it? Mr. Peyton then propounded a question, which 
Mr. Whitney answered in a respectful manner, and was dis- 
charged, As Mr. Whitney left the room, } called some un- 
finished business to the attention of the committee, which de- 
tained it about ten minutes, and then it adjourned. In this nar- 
ritive, [am guided by my memory alone Ihave given the 
circumstances which occurred, and the language which was em- 
ployed, as accurately as & treacherous memory will permit. I 
do nat profess entire accuracy.jor to have stated all that occurred. 

Second question by Counseu.—What was Mr. Whitney’s 
general demeanor as a witness before the committee; was any 
indscorum or disrespect on his part towards the committee, or 
any member of it, observed or complained of, or in any manner 
censured by the committee? ae 

Answer,.—Mr Whitney’s general personal demeanor before 
the committee, so far as it carne under my observation, was 
unexceptionable. The answer referred to by Mr. Martin, taken 
in connection with some preceding answers, I thought not. re- 
spectful to the committee. Tconcur with Mr. Martin’s state 
ment upon that subject, in his answer to the interrogatory. 

Third question by Counsay.—Please state whether the con- 
duet of Mr. Whitney, throughout the whole of the unhappy 
scene in question, was or was not cool, collected, and forbear- 
ing; whether he did, or did not, manifest by word, deed, or ges. 
ture, and by what word, deed, or gesture, any disposition to as- 
sault Mr. Peyton, Please deacribe such circumstances of his 
posture and manner, as may goto show whether he meditated 
assault, or stood on the defensive merely, : 

Anewer.— The conduct of Mr. Whitney, throughout the occur- 
rence, so far as I observed it, was anol, deliberate, and perhaps 
farbearing. » Ido not remember to have seen any word, deed, or 
gesture which indicated a design on the part of Mr. Whitey 
to commit violence on Mr. Peyton. ` As to Mr. Whitmey’s pos- 
ture, I can say no more than that it was erect, and his eyes di- 
rected to Mr, Peyton when Isaw him. My attention was prin- 
cipally directed to Mr, Peyton. 

Firat question by Mr. CALHOON af Keniucky.—Did, or 
did not Mr. Wise endeavor to prevent any collision between 
Mr. Peyton and R. M. Whitey, by slipping in between them, 
and laying hishands upon Mr. Peyton, and pushing hirn back 
trom his position. 

Answer,—lI have stated in my answer to the first interroga- 
tery, that when Mr Peyton put his band to hi Ar, 
Wise immediately seized him by the bosom; in doing so, he 
was placed between Mr. Peyton and Mr. Whitney. , 

Second question by Mr. CALHOON of Kentucky.—Did, or 
did not, Mr. Wise privately request the members of the com- 
mittee not to rise until after a sufficient time was allowed after 
the examination of R. M. Whitey was closed to enable him 
(Whitney) to withdraw from the committee ronm, so as to pre- 
vent the witness and Mr. Peyton being thrown together, without 
the presence of the committee to restrain them? and did not 
Mr, Wise, at the time, declare that his object was to prevent 
collision between the parties? 

Answer, have also stated in the same answer, that Mr. 
Wine did request me toaid in detaining the committee after 
Mr. Whitney was discharged, to prevent him and Mr yton 
being thrown together out of the committee room; he ‘also 
stated to me that he made the same request of Mr. Hamer, and 
perhaps others. 

Third question by Me. CALHOON of Kentucky.—Did Mr. 
Wise do more than denounce the insolence of R. M. Whitney 
tothe committee? And, in attempting io pacify Mr. Peyton, 
did he do more than say to him that R. M. Whitney was not 
worth his notice 2? $ 

Answer.—In the same answer | have also sfated every thing 
1 recollect Mr, Wise to have said. 

Fourth question by Mr. CALHOO 
did not, Mr. Wise and Mr. Peyton treat R. M. Whitney with 
perfect respect in his examination before the commiitee, both 
before and after the difficulty between him and Mr. Peyton had 
occurred; and did not his examination occupy much time; 


lof Kentucky.—Did, or 


and were not mostof the questions propounded by Mr. Peyton ` 


after the difficulty occurred ? 

Ansteer.--The personal demeanor ef Messrs. Wise and Pey- 
ton, towards Mr. Whitney, so far as it came under my ebserva- 
tion daring his whole examination, was entirely respectful, ex- 
tept upon this oc ou, both before anq after thisocecurrence. 


Mr. Whitmey’s examination ocerpied much Hime. 

Fifth question by Mr. CALHOON of Keutuchy.-—Had yor, 
or had you not, seen Mr, Whitney’s card in the Globe of the 
bth of January last: 


wheld's tesuimony.]> 
on had seen 
not the 


1 of is conten? and 
tthe diffien} voive 
n Whitney pro- 
ch he pronounced 


said card, or was informe 
anawer to the question which pre 
the truth of the charges which the card of 
nounced to be false, and for the uttering of w 
Mr. Peyton a ralumniator?. Me , 

Answer.—I had seen Mr. Whitmey’s “card? published in 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE.- 


the Globe of the Sth of January last Lknow Mr. Peyton 


= had seen it, because T had heard” him speak of it before this. 


occurrence. { thought the reference of the answer to that “eard,” 
js what constituted the offensive character of the answer. Apart 
from the card Eshould not have thought the answer of itself 

fensive, i 
First question of Mr. INGERSOLL. —What language did 
R. M. Whimey use immediately before the interposition of Mr. 
Peyton? 

Answer.—thave stated in my answer to the first interrogatory, 
all that I heard Mr. Whimey say. If be said any thing more I do 
net recollect it. 

Second question by Mr. INGERSOLL.—What language did 
My. R. M. WwW hitney use immediately before the witness says, 
“Mr. Peyton rose and addressed the chairman??? 

Anse have already stated allthat I heard Mr. Whitney 
say; if he said any thing more I do nat recollect it. 

Question by Mr. BELL.—When Mr. Peyton was called to 
order by the chairman of the committee for the first remarks 
made by him in reference to Mr. Whitey, did he not take his 
seat, and continue sitting until Mr. Whitney rese and com- 
menced speaking? 

Answer.~When { first called Mr. Peyton to erder, after 
statingthat he appealed to meto say whether he had not through- 
out the examination treated Mr. Whitney as a gendeman, he 
took his seat, 

Second question of Mr. BELL.—When Mr. Peyton rose the 
second time, did he advance across a line drawn from his chair 
towards the fireplace, cutting | uf from R, M. Whitey? 
Could you, at the instant of time when Mr. Peyton put his hand 
to his bosom, see the right hand of Mr. Whimey? Ifyes, was it 
not thrust into bis pocket, with the left foot advanced? 

Answer.—When Mr, Peyton rose the second time, he r 
from the seat whichLhad previously eccupied. He did a2 
vance beyond a line drawn from thatseatto the fireplace, but 
not beyond sucha line from the seat which ke had previously 
occupied. At the instant of time that Mr. Peyton put his 
hand to his bosom, Mr. Wise, in getting to Mr. Peyton, passed 
between me and Mr. Whitney. i also immediately got between 
Mr. Peyton and Mr. Whitney, with my eyes upon My. Peyton, 
so that I had no opportunity to sce whether Mr. Whitey 
had his band in kis pocket, or stood with one footacvanced. 

Third question of Mr. BELL.—Du you occupy a position 
which enabled you to see the offensive lo kor seow! of the 
witness, R. M. Whitney, which he cast upon Mr. Peyton, ifany, 
at the time ofhanding his answer io the chairman? 

Ansiver.—aAt the time Mr. Peyton complained of the offen- 
sive look being given. my back was tuned upon Mr. Whitney, 
and my eyes directed to the clerk. I did nox see the offensive 
look. Lheard Mr. Peyton cowplain of it in a short time ater 
the difficulty arose, but cannot fix the time with certainty, 

Fourth questionof Mr BELL.~ Did not Mr. Peyton com- 
plain that the witness, R. M. Whitney, had insulted him by his 
look at the time? 

Answer.—1 have already stated that I heard Mr. Peyton 
complain that Mr. Whitney had given him an offensive look, 
when the answer which gave rise to the difficuity was handed 
to me. The exact time Mr. Peyton complained I do not 
remember. i 

Fifth question of Mr. BELL,—If it had been Mr. Peyton’s 
intention to draw a weapon upon Mr, Whitney, bad he not am. 
ple time fo do so? | 

Answer.—Mr, Peyton had an opportunity, when he first rose, 
to have drawn a weapon, aud have used it, before he could have 
been arrested, He was about four feet off Mr. Whitney, and 
nearer to him than any member of the committee. 


Sizth question of Mr. BELL.—What number of interrogato- 
ries were propounded by Mr. Peyton to the witness, R. M, 
Whitney? How many before, and how many after the question 
and answer which gave rise to the altercation alluded to? Did, 
you apprehend danger of insult or personal violence to said 
witness, when he reappeared befere said committee, on the 
part of either Mr. Wise or Mr. Peyton? State whether they 
and each of them, did not treat him with the courtesy duca 
witness, as well after, as before that occurrence? 

Answer,—Mr. Fairfield has correctly stated the number of 
questions propounded, both before and after this occurrence; 
turing which time Mr. Wise and Mr. Peyton were evtirely re- 


= 


e 


di 
spectful-in their demeanor to Mr. Whitney. I at no time ap- 
prehended an insult or violence, except en the occasion now 
under Investigation, either before or afier, 

Seventh questionof Mr. BELL.—Woasthere pot a rule of the 
committee that all questions should be reduced to writing,and 
propounded through the chairman to wime Phot objecte 
by a member of the committee; and that all answe 
should be returned in writing through thesame channel? e 
was it not remarked by Mr. Peyton, thatthe witness must an- 
swer In writing, and that he should not addr ihe committee 


Answer.—There was sucha rule, and Mr. Peyton did say 
the win 


esions putto him by Mr. 

Inded to, characteri ng th 
s it shad been decided by the com- 
mittee as proper tu be propounded? 

Answer.—The journal of the cammittee shows that fa 
The questions which 
uey declin ing, are all recorded. 

First qu y Commirres.— Was or was wot, the deport- 
mentof Mr. Peyton, thatofa man whodid not intend to make 
an attack, but desired to deter another, and make him desist 
from insulting remarkand conduct? 

Answer.—thave detailed te the House allof Mr. Peyton’s 
language and deportment upon that occasion, which T recollect; 
I do not know what Mr. Peyton's motives were, aad am, there- 
fore, unwilling (@express an opinion cancerniug them. 

Second question: by Commitrer.-What was the question 
put to Mr. Whitney and his answer thereto, to which you refer 
in your answer to the first interrogatory, and what was the vote 
of the committee alse referred to by you in your answer te the 


t 
were propounded, and which Mr, White 


© Whitney, since the occurrence in the committee. 


Answer.—T have fully an: 
to the interrogatory, d 
Question by Mr. BELL.—Did you occupy a position which 
enabied you to see the offensive look-or scowlof the witness 
(R. M. Whitney, which he cast upon Br. Peyton, if any, at 
the time of his handing his answer to the chairman? x 
Answer] have heretofore stated that I did not; 
Question by Mr. BELL.—Did not Mr. Peyton com plain that 
ss, R.M. Whitney, had insulted hima “by his Jook at 


swered this question in my answer: 


the time. ` í 

Answer.—I have heretofore stated that I heard My, Peyton 
make this complaint, 

Que®Btion by My. BELL.—Have you, or any other persons to 
your knowledge, had any conversation with the said R, M, 
t H sodid 
he inform you then that he was alarmed, and that his fears had 
induced.bim to take the course which he has done in this mat- 
ter? State all he said in relation to his fears, or the motives 
which induced his course unon this occasion. 

Ansiwer.—I hive had no conversation whatever with Mr, 
Whiiney upon this subject, nor does it come within. my know. 
ledge that any other person has. 
estion by My. BELL.—Had, or bad not, said witness, Ro 
M. Whitney, refused to answer several questiens put to him by 
Mr. Peyton, before the one alluded to, characierizing them. as 
inquisitorial, which questions had been decided by the commit. 
tee as proper to he propounded? 

Ansiwer,—t have heretofore referred to the journal of the 
cormniiice, as affirming this fact, Some of the questions which 
the witness refused to answer were decided by the committee to 
be proper; others were propounded without objection’ being 
made, leaving the witness to answer or object, as he might think 
best. - 

Question éy Mr. PEYTON.—When did vou first.see the 
written statement of Mr. Fairfield, which he presented to this 
Ieuse, in answer to the first interrogatory propounded to him, 
or the substance of the same? 

Answer.—in the committee rvom, on the morning after you 
and Mr. Wise made your statements in the House. 

‘Question by the Cownsun.—Did Mr. Wise at any time, and 
when and where, siate what was his purpose in going around 
the table, and placing himself near the accused, as stated in 
your answer to the first interrogatory? Ifyea, what did he sa 
was his purpose? And was the statement of Mr. Wise as to-his 
purpose in that movement, before or after the accused's testi: 
meny before the eommitice had heen closed? 

Answer -=I do not remember secing Mr. Wise go around the 
table to the north end of it. I remember to have seen him 
there a second or two before he seized hold of My.-Peyton, » I 
did not hear him make any declaration of his purpose that 
night; his personal exertions that mght were to prevent vio- 
lence. ‘The declaration of bis purpose, as stated by himself, 
I never heard until after Mr. Whitney’s card, giving an account 
of the transaction, appeared, F heard him siate in the come 
mittee room substanually what he stated in the House, as to 
his pur I do not distinctly recollect his language upon 
either occasion, I understood him to say, upon bot occasions, 
that he had gone around the table, seeing Mr, Whitney with his 
right hand in his pocket; and, believing him to be armed with 
a deadiy weapon, he intended to watch Him, andif he drew, 
or attempted to draw, a weapon, so that the life of his friend 
was endangered, that Mr. Whitney should have died. In the 
House he said he wished not to be misunderstood or to.be mis. 
represented; that if Mr. Whitey had drawn a weapon, it never 
should have done its execuiion. , 

Question by Mr. BELL.—Do the accompanying interrogato- 
ries and answers contain all the evidence given by Chief Juss 
tice Taney, under the authority of the select committee of which 
you are chairman? and is not the copy of a leuer, purporting 
to be from Chief Justice Taney to Reverdy Jobueon, Faq. here- 
with furmished, a copy of a leter given in evidence by said 
Johnson? ` 

Tiuterrogatorics propounded to Chief Justice TANEY. 

1, In the letter of R, W. Whitney to Mr. Wm. J. Duane, 
then secretary of the Treasury, bearing dato 15ih June, 1833, 
applying to be appointed agent of the Department, or of the 
deposite banks, when the public money should be removed 
trom the Bank of the United States, he makes the following 
statement, to wit: “I havenever spoken tothe President upon 
this subject; but circumstances lead me te think that I should 
not be otherwise than perfectly acceptable to him. The only 
perscns to whom Ihave mentioned the subject, connected with 
Government, are Messrs, Taney and Kendall; to the former 
gentcuian a week since, at Baltimore, who replied in these 
words; ‘IT have always naderstood, and taken itfor granted, 
you were to have the situation when itis created? J 
state whether the above extract from said Whit- 
y’sletter is true, so us relates to yourself g 

2. Did you give said R. M. Whitney a letter of recommenda- 
tion; ordid you in any manner countenance or encourage him 
inapplying for the agency referred to; or did you refuse to re- 
commend or countenance him in that capacity while you were 
Department? 
hether you, as Secreiary of the Treasury, approv 
ved the p or scheme, as set forth in letter ex- 

sin Woodbury’s report, What part, if any, did R. M. 
himey take in the success ef that measure? Who originated 
ás you know, and it would be proper for you to state? 
Did or did not Mr. Amos Kendall know of the stence Of that 
project while hy as acting es the agent of the Treasury in 
t ? Did he approve or disapprove of the same, 
ou know? 
ov. or did you not, oppose the application made by 

Nhitney tothe Unien Bank, or deposite bank at 

in otber banks in recommending him tothe Se. 
fog the station referred to ih exhibit 


4i 


ce of nine members be appointee, 
quire whether the several banks em- 
pioyed > deposite ofthe public money have ati, or any of . 
them, by joint or several comract, employed anagent to reside at 
} at of Government, to transact their business with the 
sury Depa 1: what isthe character of the tysiness 
ch he is so employed. to transact, and what compensation 
he receives; whether said: agent, if there be one, has heen èm- 
ploved at the request, or through the procureme Trea- 
sury Depertment: whether the business of De- 
partment with d banks fs conducted through said agent: 
and whether ii the transaction of any business confided 


ed. 
ce 


ny. compensation from the Treasury 


ent, he receives al A ; 
committes have: power-to. send for. 


Department: and thai said 
persofis'and papers: ot oe í 
i B. Taney to the interrogatories propounded ~ 


- Ji To the firstinterrovatory T answer, that the statement in 
relation” to myself, in the-extract given in- this interrogatory, 
from. the letter gf R: M. Whitey to W. J. Duane, of June 16, 
1833,"is not correct: Trecollect very. well that, in the spring of 
that year; while the subjectof removing -the deposites from thè 
Bank of the United States was under consideration, doubts were 
suggested whether the State banks would not be found i acem- 
petent:to discharge the duties of fiscal agents, and to meetlthe 
necessities of commerce in the business of domestic exchange, 
by reason oftheir want of acquaintance with the.ordmary ope: 
rations of the Treasury Department, in the’ transfer ‘and dis- 

„bursements of the -public-money, and’ from the want of ar- 
rangement: with one another, ‘so as to accommodate the Go- . 
vernment avd the public; and ‘that I then “entertained and often 
expressed the Opinion, that the inconveniences would very 
probably be felt by the State banks, especially in the commence. 
ment of the business, but that they would be ‘surmounted jf the 
banks would choose to appoint an agent or agents to reside at 
Washington; to communicate td them, from time to time, such” 
information as they might stand in need of; and that- I thought 
that the banks which might be selected as depositories, where 
large amounts ofrevenne were collected, and which would ha ve 
large transfers and disbursements to make, would probably find 
it for. their interest to have such-an agent. i 

In- conversing with the said Whitney, about the timé above 
stated, upon this subject, he mentioned that he would like to be 
the agent for the banks, and that he thought he could make him. 
seif uséful to them, < ea 
Th reply, I stated, that from his knowledge of banks and ex- 
change, I believed he would be able to render them valnahle 
services, and that front his qualifications he might succeed in 
obtaining the appointment he spoke of, if the banks should find 
jt. Necessary to have’ euch an agent. This, I preaume, is the 
conversation referred to in the letter of the sai Whitney, men- 
tioned in this interrogatory. It was, in substance, what I have 
above stated, and nothing more: and the statement in that letter 
isincorrect, and conveys the idea that I had in some wayi im- 
dèrstrod that such an agency was to be created bv the Govern- 
ment, or required of the banks, and that said Whimey Was to 
have it. 1 never heard or -mderstood any such thing; and 
neither intended or expected that the remarks made by me, m 
this casual conversation, were to be used or’ repeated by ‘said 
Whim y for the purpose of promoting the wishes he had cx: 
presséd, The use of my name, in the letter referred to, was 
without my knowledge or approbation. I was at that time the 
Attorney General of the United’ States, and certainly did not 
mean to advise auch an appointment by the Executive or the 
Treasury Department, as is said in this interrogatory to have 
been suggested in the letter; nor tu interfere, by advice or oth- 
erwise, with the deposite banks which the then Sec ctary might 
select, if he determined on the removal of the deposites. 

2. To the second interrogatury I answer that while I was at 
the head of the Treasury Department I never gave the raid 
Whitney a letter of recommendation, nor in any manner counte- 

` hanced or encouraged him in applying for the agency referred 
tö.. Ido not recvilect that he ever applicd to me to recommend 
him in any such application to the banks, ‘or to any onc else, 
er to countenance him in that capacity, except as contained in 
my answer to the third interrogatory, 

: + To the third interrogatory I answer that the paper marked 
Adin the Secretary’s report, was presented to me by the said 
Whitney, who solicited at the same time the appointment mea- 
tioned. ` F refused the applieation upon the ground that it con- 
templated an appointment by the Department which the Exe- 
cutive had no right to make; and so informed him aa suon asl 
looked atthe paper. Disapproving the plan or scheme on this 
ground, I bestowed no thought on what he called in that paper 
“preliminary observations,” which Tread over very hastily, I 
know ofno part that the said Whimey toak-in the Faid measure 
further than that-he brought the paper to me, agd solicited thè 

adpotntment as above stated, and had, as 1 was informed ap- 

plied‘athe banks or this recommendation, And as to the part 
of the interrogatory which relates to Amos Kendall, I beg leave, 
roapectfully, to refer the committee to the instructions given to 
him while W. J. Duane was Secretary of the Treasury, and to 
the report afterwards made by Amos Kendall to the Department, 
all of which are on the public files, and were, I think. communi- 
cated to. the Senate. and printed when I was in the Department. 

Ihave never seen these papers since I let the Treasury, and it 

is impossible for me to speak of their contents from memory, 

Ifany snch plan as that described in the paper A was then in 

existence, and known to Amos Kendall while acting as agent of 

the Treasury, it will. I presume, appear in thess public papers; 
and T know of no plans on this subject then in existence or 
known tohim beyond what are disclosed in the instructionsgiven 
to him by the Treasury Department, and his official report to 

the Department before referred to, . 
4. To the fourth interrozatory, Tanswer that when the applica- 

tion of the said Whitey to the deposite bank in Baltimore, to join 

in the: recommendation marked A, was pending before the 
bank, and some days. before it was presented to me by said 

Whitney. T received ca private letter from an officer of the 

hank, informing. mé of the application by saul Whitney, and 

requesting to know whether it was done by him with my know- 

Jedge and concurrence, I answered the leter, saving that I 

had no knowledge of the application, and had given it ne coun- 

tenanre or encouragement, and that Thad no intention of ap. 
pointing an agent.’ It is more than three years since this letter 
was written. I kept no copy of it, and speak of its contents 
from memory. But Tbelleve the above was thesubstance of 
its contents: unless such a letter be deemed epposition to the 
recommendation by the bank, T made none... Tt was not isten- 
déd as opposition, but as an answer to inquiry, for it was 
perfectly indifferent to me, whether the bank joined in recom’ 
menda‘ion or not, as that circumstance would not have changed 

‘the decision, nor have produced any difficulty. 

5. To tie last and general interrogatory, I answer, that while 
I was Secvetary of the Treasury, none of the deposite banks 
ever had,to mý knowledge, any agent residing atthe seat of 
Government. [never understood, in any way. or snpposed that 
any af them had any such agent. Ali their business with the 
department was transactad by letters from their own officers, 
dire-ted to the Secretary of the Treasury; or by sending, as 
some of them occasionally did, their own officers to Washing- 
ton, to have persozal interviews with the Secretary. I have 


-no-knowledge, therefore, e te] 


the re- 


solution, but what is derived from hearsay’and-publie rumor. 


- Copy of Mr Tanny’s letter referred : “four 
j ; __Wasutnoton, Oct. 22, 1833. 


Private.) 


tin answer fourth. 


My Dear Six: I have only a moment to say to you that 
Whitey’s: proposition is entirely unaythorized by me, and 


that I have ho concern whatever with it; and,. moreover, if all 


the ‘selected banks were to recommend it, I would net appoint 


such an agent at this time, nor until I have more time toexam- 


inè. into its propriety ; certainly. there will be none until Con- 

ress décide what measures are tò follow the removal of the 
deposites 3 and if one should even be selected, I am not com- 
mitted to appoint Mr. Whitney. Tam perfectly. at large fora 


selegtion. 


‘Very truly yours, 
Addtess private, Tuomas Exzicorz, Esq. 


R. B. TANEY. 


- Baltimore. 


(Copy) 
“(Private.) TAr 
` My Drar Sm: Although 


most.at hand, I hope I have yet time 


friendly letter, and to assure you that I perfectly agree with 
you in the opinions. you express about the reported appoint-, 
My private letter to Mr. Ellicott has, hope, been shown 


ment. 


ASHINGTON, Oct. 24, 1833, 
the time for closing the mail is al- 


to thank you for your 


to you, and will remove any suspicion that 1 could have coun- 


tenanced the plan. 
zing the establishment of such a bureau 


In the first place, there is no law authori 


; and it would be the 


grossest and most indefensible usurpation of power, if I pre- 


sumed to make such an appointment. 


I never for'a moment 


have dreained of committing such a folly. Yet the imposing 


form of the papers given to Mr. Ellicott, 


coupled with the pub- 


lication in the Stand:rd, ws well ca!culated te create the appre- 
hension that I was participating in this wild scheme. But if I 
had authority, even by act of Congress, (and nothing short of an 
act of Congress would authorize it,) to éstablish such a bureau 
in my Department, rest assured _ it would not be given to the 

erson you name. I helieve he has been much wronged; butit 
is one of my fixed theories in politics, thata man. must not only 
be qualified for the office he fills, but the public, who have an 
faterest in it, must be satisfied of his fitness, or at least must not 


have made up their minds against him; 


and whatever may, be 


the qualities of che person in question, his appointment to that 
office wonld, under existing circumstances, be-received, I am 
sure, with one general, universal feeling of disapprobation by 
friends and foes; and rely on it; I will never mortify my friends 
by such an usurpation ef power, nor by such an injudicious ap- 


pointment, where I have a lawful right 


to fill an office. The 


whole proceeding has been the indiscreet act of the party him- 


self, and wholly unauthorized by me. 
/* Again thanking y 
your friend and obedient servant, 


“To Reverpy Jonnson, Esq.” 
Answer by Mr GARLAND.—~—The 


ou for your kind letter, I am very truly, 


R. B. TANEY.” 


paper read, I believe to 


be a trux copy of the evidence of the Hon. R. B. Tancy, recorded 


the journal of the committee. 


Such a letter hasbeen filed to- 


day with the evidence of Mr. Reverdy Johnson, as I am inform- 
ed. The copy read is in the hand-writing of tke clerk of the 
committee, and I presume isa true copy of the letter filed. 


Question by the Couns, Was the accused in an 


prized of the intention of the committee t 


way ap- 


o examine Chief Jus- 


tice Taney, or Mr. Ellicott, or Mr. Johnson, on any matters touch- 


ing his crédit or character; and was he 


present, or notified to 


be present at their examination—or informed of the interroga- 
tories to he submitted to them, or of their answers? 

Answer.—I donot know that Mr. Whitney was apprized of 
the intention of the committee to examine Judge Taney, Mr, 
Ellicou, or Mr. Johnson, or upon which points they were to be 
examined; nor was he present when they were examined, or 


notified to-be present; 


nor was he informed, within my know. 


ledge, of the interrogatories propounded or anawers given. 
Judge Taney was not examined in presence of the committee, 
nor was Mr. Johnson examined until to-day. ` Y 


Question by the Counsen.—Was the 


accused: informed by 


the committee, that they meant to require the production of the 
private letters written. to Mr. Buicott or Mr. Johnson, and now 
produced by the committee; and was he informed of the con- 


tents of the said letters? 


And was a vote of the commi'tee 


taken as to the requisition of the said letters and their produc- 


tion? 4 
were to be required or produced? 


Answer.—Mr. Whitney was not apprized b 
within my knowledge, that the production oi 


letters was required. of My. Ellicott or 


he been infornr of the contents of said letters. 
letters were never required by the committee; 


And wag the writers of these letters apprized that they 


the committee, 
the private tet- 
Mr. Johnson, hor has 
These peculiar 


duced, if Lam not mistaken, under a general requisition of the 
committee Tor all correspondence touching the subjects of in- 


quiry directed by the House. I do not 


never apprized, within my knowledge, 
to be required. I do not recollect that 


; ] recollect any vote of 
the committee as to these identical letters, 


Mr. Whitney was 
that these letters were 
he ever asked any in- 


formation about them, or that the committee ever gave him 


any. x 
letters had been reqnired or produced, 


I do not know that Judge Taney was apprized that these 


A motion was made that the House adjonrn. Prior to its 


being put, Mr. Waitysy was conduet: 
House, as before, by the Sergeant-at-arm: 
The House adjourned, 


~ R. M. WHITNEY’S 


ed from the bar of the 
s; and then, 


CASE. 


Monpay, Feb. 20, 1837. 
Question by Counszi.—Please to state under what order 
or requisition the private letters were called for. by the.com- 
mittee, and give the contents of such order or requisition. And 


when the letters were preseated to the 
nesses, Was any vote or opinion taken 


committee by the wit- 
or expressed by the 


comrbitiee as to the use of the said letters? And was the writer 


of these letters; when under -examination by 


the committee, 


apprized by the committee that his private letters relating to 
the. subject as to which he was under examination, would be, 


or had been, required by the committee; 


or was the accused 


apprized of the order or requisition under. which said private 


letters were called far? 


` Answer.—On the 20:h day of January, a series of interroga- 


$ h 


tories, tobe propounded io diferent w 


finesses at a distance, 


~ whose pereénal attendance it was thought difficult to procure; 


from your journal by your clerk: certified by him? 
they were pro-. |}. 


Was agreed upon by the committes: This series; embracing 
thereby six.interrogatories, will be found. in the journal, a copy 
of which accom paniesihis ariswer, in these words: CO E 

{These interrogatories will. all be found. in the journal-of the 


_ select committee, the first:seven beiag essential to a cerrect-un- 
` derstanding of this part of the Case, were as follows: 


lst. Copies of ali papers, letters, orders, resolutions, or-me- 
moranda, in books or otherwise, going to show that the banks 
of deposite of the public money, of which they, tespectively, 
are officers, have, by contract, joint or several, employed: an 
agent atthe seat of Government to transact their business with 
the Treasury Department. x UET cs 

2d. Copies of all contracts made with any and every such : 
agent; t ono 
X oi Copies of “all the correspondence which may have been 
carried on. between said banks, or any oftheir officers, and said 
agent oragénts, either before or since the formation. of con- 
tracts with the Treasury Department, touching the deposites. of 
the public money; and; also, copies of all accepted or rejected 
contracts, proposed.by said agent or agents, at any time. ; 

, 4th.. Copies of al! correspondence, papers, memoranda, &c. 
tending 10 show “the character of the business which’ said 
agent or agents is (or are) so employed to transact;” whether 
ofa date anterior, or subsequent, to the creation of Such agen- 
cy, or the execution of said contracts. . 

5th. Copies of all correspondence, books, letters, papers, me” 
moranda, &¢. going to show the amount of the compensation 
of said agent or azents; at this, andat all antecedent periods; and 
when, how, and by whom paid, and. for what services, 

Gth. Copies of all papers, correspondence, &c. going to show 
whether said agentor agents has or have. been em ployed atthe 
request, or through the precurement, of the Treasury Depart’ 
‘ment, or any officer thereof.) 

2h. Copies of all correspondence, d&c. calculated tò show 
whether said agent or agente have been employed at the re 
Quest, or through the procurement, advice, or consent of the 
Treasury Department, or any officer thereof, 

A copy af these interrogatories were furnished Mr. Johnson: 
among others, the interrogatories under which } suppose he 
thought it bis dùty to produce the letter in question, are nuin- 
bered in the series from three ta seven inclusive; I find, how. 
ever, on examining the journal ‘of the committee, that, on the 
13th instant, the question, a copy of which was herewith filed, 
was proposed by Mr. Peyton to be propounded to tha.witness 
by the consent of the committee, one member objecting; this 
in'errogatory was also forwarded to Mr. Johnson; he, however, 
did not transmit any answers to the committee; but, on Satur. 
day morning last, appeared in person to give hig testimony. ’ 
Atuthe time he announced himself, the -cominittee was not jn 
session, butthe members were in attendance upon the Honse,and 
where the present examination was going on. Tiold Mr, Johnson 
that the committee was not in session, and could not then take 
his examination; but I would try ta get them together, and take 
his examination in the course of the day. Ile said his atten- 
dance was very inconvenient, and he was anxious to return ag 
speedily as he could. I then conducted him into the commit- 
tee room, placed before him the resolution of the House or- 
ganizing the committee, and directing its inquiries, and told him 
he could do as many other witnesses*had done—write ont his. 
answers to’ the interrogatories which had been propounded, - 
looking to the resolution of the House as his guide. He wrote 
out his testimony, which was left with the clerk of the commit. 
tee, and filed the lettey in question with it. The committee wag 
Rot in session at any time during his examination. Thad no 
knowledge whatever that such a letter was in existence, until I 
was informed that Mr. Johnson had filed it, I have no know- 
ledge that any member informed Mi. Johnson whether. it is 
proper or not to produce said letter. eae . 
Copy of additional question propounded to Mr. Reverpy 

Jounson, on Monday, February 13. - 

“37. Did R. B. Taney give R. M. Whitney a letter'of recom: 


. mendation, or did he in any manner countenance or enceurage 


him in applying for the agency referred to, or did he refuse to 
recommend or countenance him in that capacity, while he was 
at the head of the Treasury Department? Do yon know of 
any correspondence on the subject of-Mr. Taney with any one? 
If Yea, state its contents, or file cepies of the sume. State fully 
all you may know on that subject.” 

Question by the Counsei.—Who moved the resolution and - 
framed the interrogatories mentioned in your preceding answer? 
Among such interrogataries (having reference to R: M. Whit: 
ney) Is noi the 29th in these terms, to witi. “29, At the time ` 
he was so (designated, were you acquainted with him person. 
ally; and was he favorably known to you. either for capacity ` 
of integrity.” Do you know of any other answers keing re- 
turned to said interrogatory, except the following, extracted 


“W. Ð- Lewis’s ‘answer to the 29th interrogatory.— With 
Mr. Whitney, the agent employed by the Girard Ihave 
been personally acquainted for many years; and he has always 
been favorably known to me for. capacity and integrity y 

“Thomas C. Rockhill’s (Girard Rank) answer to tre 29th in. 
terrogators.~ Deponent has known him for about twenty years; 
has transacted a great deal of business of with him for years 
back; always found him a goed merchant, correct and upright 
in his transaciions, and he is favorably known to deponent both 
for capacity and integrity. ` 

CT, M. Bryan’s (Girard Bank) answer to the 29th interrogato- 
ty.—Deponent has known him for many years, and he was 
favorably knewr to deponent beth for capacity and integrity. 

“A. Stevensons (President of Mo yamenaing Bark) answer to 
the 29th interrogatory.—Deponent’ knew him well when- he 
résided in Philadelphia, and was favorably known to deponent 
as a gentleman and a merchant, both for capacity and.integrity, 

“P Reiley’s (Moyamensing Bank) answer to the 28th inter. 
rogatory.—Deponent was acquainted with him some years ago; 
and did net entertain a favorab’e opinion of. hint, either for ca 
pacity or integrity. He would pot then have trusted his pri- 
vate affairs wih him. This opinion was founded on general 
Tumor, which might have been true or false, and fot upon any 
particular knowledge of depouent. 

“R. White's (Manhattan Company) answer to 25:h interro- 
gatory.—I was previously acquainted with Mr, Whitney, and 
considered him well qualified for the office of agent to the bank, 
at Washington. ~ i - E 

“Mechanics’ Bank, New York, (29th interrogatory.)—At the 
time-Mr. Whitney was selected on the part of this bank, J was 
not acquainted with him perso ally; but. from the intpression 
made upon’ us for capacity and qualifieations from respectable 
sources, we Were of course favorable to such: selection. ; 


““ The Mechanics’ Bank also states, in another place (answer 


i4th.)}--Mr. Reuhen M. Whitney kaving been repreeented tous 


as a person of gredt experience and practical knowledge of 
financial matters, was selected by the Mechanics’ Bank as its 
agent or correspondent at the seat of Government, to furnish 
us with such general information in regard to-the deposite 
banka, domestic exchanges, &c. as might be deemed official. 


; “ Committe Room, Feb. 20th, 1837. 

“ In answer to the eellof Mr. Whitney’s Counsel, I have ex- 
amined the depositions sent by the different bunks, and extract- 
ed every thing I can find relating to Mr. Whimey’s character 
which will be found above. 3 

SAMUEL HAMILTON, 
Clerk to Mr. Garland’s Committee. 

Mr. GARLAND’S answer.—The series of resolutions from 
which the printed interrogatories referred to in my last answer 
‘were produced, were proposed by Mr. Peyton; the amend- 
ch reduced them to their ukimaté form, were prin- 
y offvred by Mr. Hamer.. The interregatory of the 13ih 
ef the present month, was proposed by Mr. Peyton also. The 
ZOU interroga:ory of the series referred to is correctly quoted 
in the question now before me. Ido not know that any auswer 
to the said interrogatory has been returned besides those refer- 
m toin the quesiion; if there have been, I do notrecoliect 

hen. 

Question by Counsen (in substance.)—Please look at the 
examination of David Henshaw, and say what member or 
members of the committee proposed the interrogatory to which 
said Henshaw returned the fellowing answer, to be found in 
the journal of the committee; 3 

Mr. iisxsuaw s answer.—“] can not answer for the offi- 
cers of the banks who recommended Mr. Whimey. F was not 
anoficerin any bank atthat time, Thad myself known Mr. 
Whitney for some time previously; and Ehad heard bim fa- 
vorably spoken of by those who had known him. lenger, both 
for capacity and integrity. So far as my own personal know- 
ledge of Mr, Whitney ex ends, it isfayorable to his character 

è 


fox capacity and integriiy, 
. [Iumight be as well here to state 
journal 


that on reference to the 
i appears that the question was put by Mr. Peyton, 
inthe tohowing words: Was, or was not, Mr, R. M 
yat che time the letter of recommendation before 
ned by you was laid before the board, favorably known 
and the officers of that bank, as a gentleman of capaci- 
welas did the board take the evidence fur- 


i $ 
Mr. LOY 


Fouse? What had this interrogatory to do with the question 
whether Whitney had or had not committed a contempt of the 
Louse? Was there a member in that House who did not see 
that during the preceding part of to-day’s siring, and a great 
pay af Saturday, the question whether Whitney had cominitted 
a contempt had been uuterly and in toto Jost sight of, and they 
were proceeding in an investigation which, ifnot arrested by 
the House, would consunic the whole of the remainder of the 
xewsion. Inquiries were now making, not only as to what had oc- 
curred hefore the committee to which the alleged sontempt had 
been offered, butas to what had occurred before an entirely diffe- 
rontcomminee; and not only this, but the learned Counsel were 
now going iato an entirely new field ofinguiry. They were not 
content with D 03 to light all the important occurrences which 
ore the committee, but they were now pro- 
5 to ascertain from what members of the com- 
mineg rrogatories had been propounded to witnesses 
before that commitise. Now was this to be acquiescedin by 
ihe M He would inquire whether questious ef this sort 
had any thing todo with the only subject before the House, 
namely; Wueiher Whitney bad or had nt committed a contempt 
ofthe House. Me would call upon the learned Counsel to state 
ta the House the object of making inquires of this kind; ‘andif 
thera was not good and sufficient reasons for propounding: the 
iiterrogatory, Mr. L. must protest against it. 

When they were within ten days of the end of the session, and 
in fact amy six days left them to conclude sH the important 
Doginess of the nation yet unacted on, he trusted this case would 
nat be epunout by introducing testimony of this kind. He 
was unwilling to sit there any Ic listening to an examina- 
tion of ascertaining from the officers ofcertain banks the 
vs to the character of Reuben M. Whitney; and last 
I, to hearthe Counsel propound int rrogatories to ascer- 
tain what particular member of the committee propounded 
this question to a witness, and what one propounded that ques- 
tion, He called upon all gentlemen who were desirous of dis- 
posing of the great and important measures yet before the 
House, to come forward and arrest this new and irrelevant 
course of proceeding. 
Joses, of counsel for the accused, (but who, from his 
tion, and the stirvin the Hall, was almost inaudible at the 
37 was understood to remark that he had all 
course intended to econcmise the time of the 
that this interregatory misht have. been responded 
atieth ofthe time it took the gentleman from New 
make his objections to it; andif he (Mr. J.) were to 
argue over and over again to that House every time a question 

ced to, he should have, on each occasion, to reargue 
he whole case, 


Ali that he should then say was, 
very extraotdinary that, after a witness under ex- 
had been mitted, without the whisperof an ob- 
jecdon from any quarter of the Mouse, without any reflections 
or strictures on the part of the honorable gentleman who made 
so vehement an objection now, to answer the very question that 
showed or attempted to show. the accused in an unfavorable 
light, by producing the letters of Mr. Taney and My. Duane, to- 
gether wth all the questions propounded to the gentleman 
from Virginia, (Mr. Garland.) on Saturday, Mr. J. thoughtit 
indeed aordinary, that when the Counsel followed the exam- 
ple set them by the membeys of the House, and sanctioned by 
the authority of the House, by merely briaging into view other 
parts of the same record, it should be objected to. Was the 
course of examination which had been so long tolerated by the 
House, tostep at the very point where the prisoner could take 
advantage of it? Ho. trusted the common sense of justice and 
equity oj the part of the House, would at least aljow the same 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


latitude, on the same points of testimony, which bad been sanc- 
tioned for the other side.” “ : 

On taking the question by tellers, the ayes being 42, noes 49, 
no quoram— 7 
_ Mr. Key, by leave, withdrew the interrogatory, and sent a re- 
quest to the Chair, to be submitted to the House, explaining that 
the request would probably supersede the necessity of the inter- 
rogatory. + i ` 

The CHAIR said it would not be in order while a witness was 
onthe stand. - i 

Mr. MERCER. I think it ought to be read, and then the 
House might judge of it. $ 

The CHAIR then directed it to'be read, as follows: - 

“The Counsel for the accused respectfully ask that that part 
of the journal of the committce showing the evidence of David 
Henshaw, be'now read; the whole journal being decided by the 
House to be evidence ia this case.” 

Noaction wastaken on this request; itnot being then m or- 

* der to considerit. 

Mr. Key then proposed the following interrogatory te the 
witness: (Mr. Garland:) 

Question by Counsgex.—A fter the signature of Mr. R. John- 
son, to his deposition, there appears anot!-er answer to another 
interrogatory; please state who propounded that interrogatory, 
anl when and where? State your knowledge fully; also 
whether such interrogatory, so propounded, was authorized by 
the committee, or by you, as chairman? and produce said in- 
terrogatory; state, also, whether the said deposition, ef said wit- 
ness, is sworn to. ata 

Mr. LOVE said, if he understood that interrogatory, it was, 
in substance, the same as the other of the same character 
precisely. He therefore ebjecied to it, and stated his rea- 
sons. 
` Mr. Speaker, said he, the subject of the inquiry, as T under- 
stand the interrogatory, is this: What member of the commit 
tee, of which the honorable gentleman from Virginia, now up 
on the staud, is chairman, propounded certain questions? 
Now, sir, I ask whatis that to this accused, or to his Counsel, 
or to this House? Whose business-is itif improper questions 
have been put by that committee, or questions so improper by 
any members of it as that the member or members so putting 
them, have or has been guilty of corruption, or deemed to be 
a0, and their or his conduct in so doing a fair subject et in- 
guiry? Lf this be so, then let complaints be preferred here. 
Let there be a complaint preferred against that eommittee, or 
the members or member of it who have or has been guilty of 
any such offence, and then go into poof that he or they put the 
question. But what, I again ask, have we now te do with the 
fact as to What member of that committee propounded certain 
interrogatories to any witness that had been examined by it? 
I say, Mr. Speaker, what has that fact todo with the question 
of contempt of Reuben M. Whitney? What has it todo with 
it? How does it touch it? Under what pretext can it be 
bronght to bear upon the case of Whitney for a contempt ef 
this House? Admitall that has been said or done in regard to 
the character of Whimey, and that it is fairly putin issue, yet 
what, after all that, under Heaven, havecertain questions, and 
which member ofthe committee put those questions, (odo with 
the issue made, or sought to be made, before this House? 1 
say, nothing under Heaven; and, notwithstanding Counsel say 
it takes longer to oppose these questions than it would for the 
witness to answer them, that is no reason forinvalsdating an ob- 
jection to an improper question. They may pursue these 
questions, in one form or other, till the Jast hour of the session; 
and are we never to stop it, because the objections made occupy 
more of the time of the House than the witness would in an- 
swering the question? Ttruet, Mr. Speaker, this House has 
more regard for its own reputation. Why, sir, I say it vn- 
hesitatingly, that if any course taken by this House has the 
effect of protracting this matter, it is the proceedings already 
had, and which, I would say, were itin order, would disgrace 
every justice’s court ia any district of the country. Sir, f will 
not sit here guietly, withow: raising my voice in protesting 
against it. 5 

Mr. Kry was proceeding to reply, when 

Mr WISE rose, and asked leave to report some matters 
before the other select commiuee, of which he himself was 
chairman, 

The CHAIR said it was not in order. 

Mr. WISE merely wished, he said, to hand in some extracts 
from the journal of his committee. 

The CHAIR repeated that it was not in order. 

Mr. WISE. {tris only extracts sir. 

The CHAIR. It can only be done by the unanimous con- 
sent of the House. 

The CHAIR again reminded the gentleman from Virginia 
that he was interposing between the right of the Counsel for 
the accused to reply to the objection made to hle interro- 
gatory. 3 x : y 

Mr. WISE again pressed his motion, but it was object- 
ed to. 

Mr. Kry (one of the counsel) then proceeded to reply to Nr. 
Love. It appeared him, he said, thet the gentleman from 
New York did not recollect what had been already done by the 
House, bat, he supposed, a simple siatementof it would re- 
move the genrieman’s objection. J 

It had, then, been already cecided by the House, that the whole 
journal of the select committes, to which the genileman had 
referred, was in evidence in this cause. Every deposition taken 
wasin evidence, and every part of it. Now, if that be the 
case—and that it was, he need only appeal to the proceedings of 
the House, its votes,and the facts, showing that on Saturday 
last, under that authority, under that decision of the House, the 
whole journal was put in as evidence, and various paris of it 
ealled for, and read by the clerk; for instance, that portion con- 
taining the evidence, and the paper produced by Mr. Reverdy 
Johnson. Mr. K. presumed, therefore, that it was undeniable 
that the whale of Mr. Johnson’s deposition, taken by that com- 
mittee, was then in evidence before that House. Now, if that 
be the case, and he had shown that it was the case, on what 
possible grounds of law or justice could the objection to the 
Interrogatory then made be sustained? T p 

Mr. B. said they wanted to know if that deposition was. in 
whole or in part, properly taken, and proper testimony before 
the House; if that letter had been duly sworn to. They 
wanted to know if the interrogatories were all put by the au- 

„thority of the committee, and if the answers were all properly 
delivered; or, whether interrogatories had not been put to Mr, 
Johnsen which ought never to have been puttohim. That 
was the object of the inquiry, and he insisted upon their right 


| to propetind it. 
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Mr. PEYTON here interposed, aiid: said -he wished {0 s4 
learned Counsel right.in regard to the facts of that cage, © Mrs” 
Johneon (he said) appeared before the committee, but there 
was net, and could net be got tegether, a quorum of itat the 
time the chairman called a meeting. Mr. P. was directed: to~ 
go down and see Mr. Johnson, in reference to his evidence, 
At that time, the Counsel for the accused had already pro- 
pounded interrogatories in relation to it, and had made an effort 
to obtain ‘rom the journal every answer given to the twenty- | 
ninth interrogatery. Mr. Johnson had answered all the imer- 
rogatories (as the commitiee supposed) fully, and put his name 
to the paper containing them. Mr. P. saidi F then’ frst told 
him that I would ask him another question, but, after a few 
words, I then suggested to him what he himselfhad told me—that 
he could consistently tell the whole truth, and could append a 
further answer to the twenty-ninth interrogatory, already pro. 

ounded to, and answered by, him. Upoa that suggestion, 

aving be}ieved that he had not fully answered all he knew; he 
made a further answer, striking out his name, putting the 
further answer thereafter, and afierwards resigning his name, 
as an answer to that whole interrogatory. 

Now, (continued Mr, P.) the gentleman would at once see 
the importance of that interrogatory. It was, whether. the ae- 
cused was known to him favorably for integrity as well as 
capacity, Mr. Johnson knew, from information, a great. deal 
mere upon the subject of this man’s integrity and character 
than what he had already stated, viz: he had understood. 
enough to enable him to make the statement which he did in 
regard to that individual’s associations with blacklegs. and 
gamblers in the eny ef Philadelphia. IGaid Mr. P.Y consi- 
dered it important; Mr. Reverdy Johnson considered it im- 
portant; but F asked no new quesiion, because the committee 
were not present. This answer of Mr. Johnson, he repeated, 
was given to the twenty-ninth interrogatory. 

Mr. Key had no sort of objection to the explanation 
made by the gentleman; but still (said Mr. Key) we are 
brought back again to the question, whether or not an interro. 
gatory proposed to this wimess be a competent one or not? 
Now I want to know, sir, if, when a part of a deposition 
that was read before the House on Saturday, by the other 
side, as evidence, was admitted, whether t cannot make anin- 
quiry in relation to it, for the purpose ofshowing whether that 
very deposition was proper or not, properly takea or not; 
showing, sy, that the deposition which has heen thus read 
before the House has never deen swarn to at all? 1 want te 
know whether I shall be precluded from showing, as I shall 
be able to show, that that part of the deposition which fallows 
the deponent’s name on the paper, is an answer to no interro. 
gatory; or at least an answer to an inadmissible interrogatory, 
put to him by no authority whatever; nay, more, sir: that when 
similar questions were attempted to be put to other witnesses, 
they were objected to by the committee. How can the House 
object te this? The whole journal is in evidence, and this is part 
of the journal; and, sir, the deposition being already in evidence, 
am I not to inquire who put that second or additional interrd- 
gatery: under what circumstances the answer to it was taken; or, 
in the language of the interrogatory, whether any part ef that 
deposition, which bas been read to this House as testimony, is 
testimony at all? . 

The CHAIR was about to propound the question, the Counsel 
for the ac sused having finished his reply, when à ` 

Mr. PEYTON again interposed, and desired to make a fur. 
ther statement. ` i 

The CUAIR said he would ascertain whether iv was the 
gencral sense of the House or not that the gentleman should 
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Mr, PEYTON. Ey permiesion of the House, I will give. the 
facts, which will satisfy the Counsel that he is laboring un. 
der misapprehension. : 

Mr. GHOLSON.- Mr. Speaker, J must object to any farther 
interruption. The Counsel has replied to the objections raised 
against his interregatery: and, under the order of the House,it ie 
nor competent for any gentleman to speak afterwards. I insist, 
sir. upon the question being put. 

The CHAN then putthe question, whether the interrogatary 
should be propounded; when there being, ayes 63, noes 36, no 
quorum 

Nr. GHOTSON moved a call of the House; which was lost 
without a fivision. h { 

Mr. THOMSON of Ohio asked for the yeas and nays on the 
question of putting the interrogatory;. but there was egain no 
quorum? nors 95, p 4 

Mr. © \G requested the Chair to ascertain if 
there wasa cuore ithin the hall. . 

The CHAIR had no doubt of it, if gentlemen would come 
within the har and vote, ` 

Mr. GHOLSON moved an adjournment, and asked for the 
yeas and nays on the motion, stating that he made both motions 
in order that, by calling over the roll, it might bring a quorum. 

The House refused to order the yeas and nays, Mr. GHOL- 
SON withdrew the motion to adjourn, and the yeas and. nays 
having heen orered on the question, “Shall this Interroratory 
be put?” the question was so taken, and deciced in the afficma- 
tive— yeas 112, nays 48, as follows: 

YEAS— Mess Heman Allen, Beale, Bean, Beaumont, 
Bell, Black, Bockee, Borden. Briggs. Brown, Buchanan, Bunch, 
Burns, Jehn Caihoon, William B. Calhoun, Carter, Casey, 
George Chambers, John Chambers, Chetweod, Nathaniel Ñ 
Claiborne, John F. H. Clairborne, Coles, Corwin, Cushman, 
Darlington, Dawson. Denny, Boubleday, Dunlap, Evans, Farlin, 
Forester. Fowler, Frer Gholson, Granger, Graves, Gren- 
nell, Griffin, Joseph Hall, Hitand Tall, Harlan, Harper, 8. S. 
Harrison, Havacs. Henderson, Hepbkins, Howard, Hubley, 
Huntington, Tuntsman, Ingersoll. Jarvis, Jenifer, Josep: 
Jabnson, Richard M. Jobneon, John W. Jones, Benjamin 
Jones, Lane. Lawler, Lawrence, Lay, Joshua Lee, Luke Lea, 
Leonard, Lucas, Lyen, Ahijah Mann, Joh Mann, Moses Mason, 
Sampson Mason, Maury, McCarty, MeKennan, McKim, Mer. 
cer. Milligan, Morgan, Page, Parks, Dutee J. Pearce, Phelps, 
Phillips, Potts, Reed, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Rich. 
ardeon, Robertson, Rogers, Russell. Seymour; Shinn, Sickles, 
Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Sprague, Standefor, Steele, Storer, 
Sutherland, Taliaferro, Taylor, John Thomson, Toneey, Wash- 
ington, White, Thomas T. Whituesey, Sheirod Williams, and 

feli—112, 

i NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bailey, Barton, Bond, Boon, Cam- 
prefeng. Chapman, Chapin, Clark, Cramer, Deberry, Drom- 
goole, Efner, Granvand, Grayson, Haley, Hawkins, Herod, 
Foar, Holt, Howell, Hunt, Wiliam Jackson, Cave Johnson, 
Kennon, Love, Loyal, William Mason, McKay, McLene, 
Montgomery, Parker, Pearson, Pettigrew, Rencher, Scheuck, 


together, owing to “the examination 


the propriety” of -calting: the 


galory should be put. 
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donor know who p 


ag chai 


stimony. hg 
EXAMINATION OF MR. GARLAND. ir 
Question by Mr: BELL.—Did not Mr. Peyton suggest to-you 
committee together before: Mt. 


lohnson sheuld be discharged? 
msioer I think he did, bat it 


was: difficult to gët them 
0 t now going on; nor did I 
ink it necessary, unless new interrogatories were. to be pro- 


“pounded. s 


Question by Mr. BELL—Do you consider, «upon: examina- 
Gion of the testimony of Mr: Juhnson, herewith furnished for 
your: Jaspection, that there was any additional interrogatory 
propounded to.-him; and it isnot the fact that his attention was 
calledto the 29th: interrogatory, by being askéd if-he had any 


J Information.to give under that interrogatory? s 


answer.—Opon reading Mr. Johnson’s statement referred. to 
inthe question, I find the following passage: “Deponent being 


“asked whether: he has any: knowledge or information of Mr 


‘Edo not know: Ifitwere, I did not hear it. 


Whitney’s ‘general character | for capacity. and integrity, as 
asked for iù the twenty-ninth interrogatory, at any time sub- 
Requent to the. date: to which such interragatory applies,” d&c. 
whether such interregatory as he states was propounded to him, 
Tt was his,duty to 
the twenty-ninth interrogatory, and wau- 


have.answered full 


; Mhorize him to do that, no new interrogatory was necessary. 


How- fara néw interrogatory was necessary to authorize the 
Witness to answer the twenty-ninth interrogatory, embracing a 
period of time subsequent to the period embraced in that inter- 
rogatery, is matter of construction which: the House can as 
well determine as I can. Ido not recollect whether his atten- 
tion was called to the twenty-ninth interrogatory-or not, for I 
wasbut a few minutes in the committee room wiih ‘him, while 


he was stating his evidence. è 


Question by Mr. BELI. —Were not numerous interrogato; 
ries propounded to Mr. Whitney himself, and te. other persons 
with his knawledge, which from there nature, were well calcu- 
lated to inorm him" that the committee were preceeding to 
take testimony ‘in relation to ‘the matter alluded to in the evi- 
‘dence given*by Chief Justice Taney, and by Mr. Johnson; and 
had-not the committee come to an understanding themeelves, 
informally, that it would ve proper to hear any witnesses, or 
other testimony furnished, either by the Secretary of the Trea- 
suty or Mr. Whitney, touching any matter which might be in 


evidence against them, or either of them?. 


Answer,—-The journal of the committeecontains all the in- 
terrogatories proposed, whether Propounded or not, and a re- 
ference te them will best answer this question. 1 think many 
of them were well calculated to apprize Mr. Whitney that tes- 
timony of the character given by Judge Taney and Mr, John- 
son, was expected to be taken, My recollection is, that every 
member of the commitice expressed their willingness to re 
ceive any explanatory or exculpatory evidence frorn any per- 
son. who might be implicated ja the course of the investigation 

MR. FAIRFIELD’S RE-EXAMINATION, See 
Mr. PEYTON hero asked leave to submit a question to ano- 
ther witness, > ¢ 

The CHAIR said it was not in order, 

Mr, PEYTON. I suppose it may by general consent. 

The CHAIR cannot putit. 

Mr. PEYTON. But if the House is 
object?” Does the Chair object? 

The CHAIR does not object; Wut-he cannot put it without the 
general assent of the Hause.. ` $a 

Mr, THOMAS suggested that the. best course, and to obviate 
all difficulty, would be for the gentleman trom "Tennessee to pass 
his interrogatory to the committee and the Counsel, 

Mr. PEYTON said he understood that one of the Counsel of 
the accused, having looked .at the question, was perfectly wil 
ling that Mr, Fairfield should take it and answer it, and Mr. P. 
honed the House would indulge him. 

The CHAIR inquired if it was intended to supersede the wit- 
ness dpon the stand? 

Mr. PEYTON replied in the negative, and stated that tho in- 
terrogatory and answer could lie over till the other witness was 
disposed of, 

The interrogatory was then read, as follows: 

Question by Mr. PEYTON. —Iu one of your former answers 
you alluded toa conversation between R. M. Whitney and oth- 
ers in your presence, after the 25th January; F wish you to 
state, in explanation of said answer, who were present at that 
time, to.whom said Whitney made the remarks ag stated in 
your answers; where it was, whether in the night or day time, 
and state fully all that was said by said Whitey, or ‘others, 
upoathe same subject; upon that occasion. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD took the question, and was destre:l ta an- 
swer it. after the examination of the witness then on the stand 
was clozed. : ie 

MR. GARLANDS EXAMINATION RESUMED. 

Question. by CounsEL.—And was the accused or his Counsel 
informed that Mr. Johnson was here, and that he was abont to 
give evidence to be used in the present caset 

Anstver,—He was not, within my knowledge. 

Question by Coursrt.—Was there, at any time, any com- 
munication madeto the accused, notifying him that he might be 
present at the taking of, or in anyother way informed of, the 
testimony that had been taken, or might be taken, affecting him 
er hisevidence? Was not a resolution (o that effect offered, and 
was it not laid on the table, and never afterwards calted up? Is 
not that the resolution at page 127-8, in these wards, to wit? 

“Resolved, That if any of the evidence that now is, or here- 
after shall be, before this committee, shall be deemed, by any 
member thereof, to criminate the official conduct of any officer 
of the Government, or the private character of any such officer, 
or other person, the same shall not be published or considered 
as evidence, until such officer or person shall have an opportu: 
nity to rebut or explain the same; and, to enable him.to do 80, 
he shall be notified of-the matter objected to, and furnished with 
the evidence upon which the objection rests.” 

Answer, The resolytion referred tospeaks for itself, The 


willing, will the Chair 


]}e-ovigirial: resol 


before--the Houte not- heen -cailed“up. 
. Mv. Whitney nev eived,: within my--knowledge, any such 
notification as sta‘ed in the question; nor do. Frecolléct that he 
sever requested the committee to give him any such. ~- >- 
-Question by Mr. PEYTON.—In the proposition submitted 
by Mr.Gillet, to which reference has just been made, was. the 
Objection.. to the-sam ' Made to receiving any explanatoty. evi- 
“dence, either oral ors itten, from “said: Whitney, or any other. 
Persons; or was the objection. confined tò; and excluding ‘all eyi- 
‘dence.so taken, until. any: person’ supposed tọ: be affected.was 


| heard; as tending to exclude-a large portion of “the evidence 


already taken? sear at So Bien ets 

~_«Answer.—l have heretofore stated that I understood every 
Member of the committee. willing te: ‘Teceive excwipatory or. ex- 
planatory evidence from.any person implicated... The difficulty, 
with some menibers in adopting the resolution proposed by Mr, 
Gillet was, that it excluded all evidence of that character; until 
the person implicated was notified that it was to be. introduced. 
1 remember‘ a discussion among the members of. the committee 
upon this ag a legal. proposition, so far as it prevailed in. the 
courts of fudicature. 

The witness 
stand. i ; i 
RE-EXAMINATION OF MR. FAIRFIELD RESUMED. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD then returned an answer (embodied in the 


following below) to the above interregatory, put by Mr. PEY- Y 


TON, pending the examination cf Mr. GARLAND, which, hav- 
ing been read— 

Mr. PEYTON said, Mr. 
the time and place. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD. It was on the evening; the answer, I be- 
lieve, states when the gentleman made his statement in the 
House; and it was at Mr. Gillets ‘room. 

The answer was then read again, and‘ the witness asked to 
have it returned to him, which was ordered. 

The witness then returned the following answer in full: 

Answer.—As I` have before stated,- I was not present in 
the House at the time Mr: Wise and Mr. Peyton called up 

‘the case of the occurrence of the 25th of January, : and made 
theif statements respecting it; but on the adjournment of 
the House, 1 was informed that they had so done, and that Mr. 
Wise had called upon all the members of the committee to make 
statements also, 
to reduce to writing the facts as they rested in my recollection; 
and I accordingly retired to my chamber, and wrote out the 
statement, which is in substance. niy answer to the firat inter: 
rogatory, without cousultation with any member of the com- 
mittee, and before I had read the statements of Messrs. Wise and 
Peyton. “afterhaving done this, I felt a natural anxiety to see 
how far it corresponded with the recollection of other members 
of the committee; and accordingly the same evening or the next 
Tealled on Mesers. Hamer,Gillet and Martin.and exhibited tothem 
my statement. F was pleased to find that they substantially 
agreed with me, though their recollection embraced a few facis 
not distinctly wi hin mine. " 

When I called upon Mr. Gillet it was early in the evening, 
and, finding Mr, Whitney there, I did not take a seat, and 
stopped only a few minutes. In reply to My. Gillets invitation 
to take a chair, I told him I had drawn up a statement of the 
facts in relation:to the occurrence of the 25th of January, and 
that T would call again in the course ofthe evening, and exhibit 

ı itto him. This led to teme remark of Mr. Whitney about the 
statement of Mr. Wise, but I de not recollect distinctly what it 
was, which was followed by the remarks, the substance of 
which was given in my answer to the fifteenth question pro- 
posed by the Hon. Mi, Bell. I think Mr. Gillet made sone” 
remark, but I have no recollection as to what it wa, 

, lime while T was there, I think I remarked to Mr. Gillet that 
Mr. Wise had made a worse case for himeelf than, Mr. Whit- 
ney’s statement had made, having heard so much cf Mr. 
Wise’s remarks repeated as related to his intention in case Mr. 
Whitney had moved his elbow. 8n inch. This did not occur to 
me When I answered the previous question upon this subject, 
1 then. retired, called upon Mr, Martin; and, in the course of 
perhaps half an hour, returned; and, finding Mr. Gillet alone, I 
exhibited my statement to him, and was pleased to find that it 
accorded substantially with his recollection, No others were 
prenent nor can Irecollect distincily any thing further that was. 
Sala. 

Question by Mr. BELL —Did you furnish a copy of your 
statement to Mr. Whitney, or any other Person, hefore you gave 
your answer to the first interrogatory? Or did you put the 
original statement into the possession of any other person be- 
fore that time; and, if yes, into whose? 

Mr. BOON objected to this interrogatory, as being wholly 
irrelevant to the subject matter which the House had to decide 
upon. The whole of Saturday and four. hours of this day’s sit- 
ting had been taken up in asking questions, and debating points 
arising therefrom, which had no connection with the. main 
question before the House, namely, whether or not Whitney 
had offered a contempt to the ITouse;and if thoy were to goon, 
calling upon the stenographers for their opinions in relation to 
one point, and upon other gentlemen for their opinions in rela- 
tion to another point, this question would not be disposed ef 
when the evening of the 3d of March would put a period to. the 
existence of the twenty-fourth Congress. 

Mr. BELL concurred, he said, most heartily with the gentle- 
man, uot only thatall the time of that day, Saturday, and the 
preveding days, had been wasted, but that, from the very mo- 
ment the accused had been placed at the bay, nething lezal or 
parliamentary: connected with his case of contempt, had taken 
place, nor, to Mr. B’s undersianding, any thing what the House 

‘ought to have done in the case. Upon no other ground had he 
himself voted as he had done upon repeated accasions, and up- 
onthe propositions of Connsel: and upon.re other ground 
would he have asked, or, asa member of the House, could he 
have asked, a number of the interrogateries he had propounded. 
He would candidly admit his own interrogatories to be irregu- 
lar, so far as as the abstract case was concerned; but then. he 
contended, they stood upon the same ground of propriety, jus- 
tice, and equal Fights, as others that had heen Prapounded by 
Counsel. ‘There was, however, no need for Yurther recrimina- 
tion. “He would only advert to ‘what had been said at the very 
ouiset of this.question, not only by himeelf, but, upon a subse- 
Quent occasion, by. the gentleman from Kentucky. (Mr. Cham- 
bers.)'that thiz proceeding was not the trial o° Mr. Whitney 
for Pontempt ox alleged contempt: Mr. B. remembered also, 
and it might not: be improper then to réfer-to it, that the very 
first day wher the Proposition came up, he appealed, in terms 
„28 strong as be could; to the. sound judgment, the-sound and 


Speaker, he has not answered as to 


` practical expevienice, ofthat House, to terminate this question © 


ed:-ia the printed journal. now | 


(Mr. Garland) was then discharged from. the | 


It then occurred tome that it would be well- 


At some ` 


or through personal féar. -"- ta ; eA etl Oe 
~Mr. B; bad furthermore stated, that if Mr. Whitney “would 
< answer in the affirmative, there was an end of the question; 
for it was not forthe Heuse to-inquire; whether the grounds of 
his fears were smaltor weighty; ox whether the conduct ofthe 
gentlemen referred to- had been: Outrageous, and such.’as. to 
cause any man to fear, not only personal violence, but pergon- 
,aloutrage. “His answer in the affirmative, and the cace was at 
tanend, They (the House). were bóùnd to dischatge.: him from 
“the-contempt, and it. was within -his own breast, and’ not-for 
them to inquire, whether the outrage was a gros#or.a'trivial-one. . 
MrB. had stated, moreover, what ought to have ‘been done, 
viz: that if the accused did anewer in’ the affirmative; they 
must be- decisive; or, if they wanted his testimony before.the 
-select committee, it was their bounden duty to proteet the 
witness; and Mr. B. did not consider this would have implicat- 
edthe character‘of the gentleman from Virginia, or any other 
gentleman. Had the accused any apprehensions?. If go,Jet 
him state them, and there was an end to the inquiry, anug all 
that had-taken place was outof the inquiry. Ti x 

But ihe question had taken an extraordinary course—~a course 
implieating two honorable gentlemen as members of the com- 
mittee, and members of that House. ‘The consequence of this 
singular and anomalous course of Proceeding had been to bying 
those gentlemen before the House and the. eountry, while Me 
Whitney had heen lost sight of—notoriously so; and, moreover, 
while learned gentiemen had been Permitted to. defend “Mr. 
Whitney: with ‘their own interrogatories in the face of that 
House and the country, they had themselves carefully and pos- 
itively disproved the alleged gronnd of. the disobedisnce..of 
this witness. ‘Phe gentleman from Maine, (Mr. Fairfiéld,) the 
first witness called on` the stand, who had answered with can- 
dor, and tothe hest.of his knowledge and belief on the subject, 
expressly stated, in his answer on. his first examination, that 
Mr. Whitey admitted to him that he had:no fear of Mr. Poy. 
ton, although he expected Ke had arms in his bosom, and that 
he -stood: erect, cool, and collected; that he ‘did not fear 
Mr. Peyton’s threatening, though that gentleman ‘had hia hand 
in his bosom, because he (Whimey) intended to spring forward, 
and with his own ann have thrown him into the fre. 

But it was alleged that the witness founded his new ideag 
of fear from what. the gentleman from Virginia had: raid. 
Why the learned gentlemen themselveshad proved this to be an 
unfounded assertion. Here was Mr. Peyton within four or. six 
feet of Mr. Whitney, threatening him with personal Violence at 
the time, and haying arms. in his bosom, which he could ins 
stantly have drawn upon.him; yet there heatooc—erect, cool, col- 
lected, undaunted, and they had been Particular in proving Mr. 
Whitney to be a man of courage; and Mr. B, would put it to the 
gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Boone) whether it was not clearly 
part of the business and duty, or what he conceived to be the 
duty, of Counsel after that, to disprove the ground upon which 
was based the alleged excuse for disobedience to the summons? 
They had come betore that House, an] asked it to undergo cere- 
monies, Mr. B. ought not, perhaps, to say. of additional con- 
tempt to the known authority of this House, to hear witnesses 
interrogated, and after all they have proved they committed a 
contempt within the authority stated in*the paper, for their 
client has no fears, : ‘ 

Now, lethim ask, what'would all this result in? What would 
it be made to result in? Implications upon honorable : mem- 
hers of that: body. The journals of the country “had: been 
already “polluted with the. statements that. had gone forth, and 
there. was not an‘ honorable: member, of that House ‘but’ was 
willing to bury it all-in. oblivion, and that it should have. been 
withheld from the: public joumals: of the country, “The only 
consequence had been. to arraign his friend fromrVirginia,. and 
his colleague, and to spread. upon the journals language offen- 
sive to all persons, 

Itwas upon these grounds that Mr, B. wished the gentleman 
from Indiana to understand that he, (Mr. Bell,) as an indivi- 
dual, had felt himselfauthorized to propound the numerous in- 
terrogatories he had done. He affirmed that they wore at least 
as pertinent as other interrogatories put by learned Counsel, and 
as important in their character; arranged, as theirs had ob» 
viously been, to arraign those two gentlemen before the country, 

Mr. B. asked, were gentlemen willing to withhold their ald 
and assistance to have this matter fully ferreted out? If the 
proceeding was irregular, was not. the presumption -irresisti+ 
ble that the motive was irregular? © The inquiry he was secking 
Would at least bring out gentlemen to say what other motive 
could have existed. The single and only ‘question: was, had 

Mr. Whitney heen guilty.or not guilty of a contempt of that 
House, upon the ground that-he feared personal ill usage or 
outrage? Whether his grounds were just or not, was of no con 
sequence with the House; hecanse, if he answered in the affi:- 
mative, there was an end of the case, Tf, however, they wanted 
his testimony, they must protect: him by the Sergeant-at-arms, 
or by the messengers. . . 

In conclusion, Mr. B. felt, he said, that the course he had him- 
self taken was not altogether what, as a judge, it ought to have 
been; but he rested his excuse on the ground of the extraordi- 
nary course of the whole proceeding. Hecconseseed he had not 
considered-himself in the light of a judge, but free to actin vin. 
dicating the character of gentemen on that floor who had been 


| indirectly attacked and implicated in a manner the most extra- 


ordinary and unprecedented. He trusted, upon these grounds, 
atali events for a few hours longer, that he should be permitted 
` to goon with this investigation in the. manner he proposed, and 
that the gentleman from Indiana, in exercising his own feelings, 
wonld not, however, insist upon his objection, 
On taking the question on this interrogatory, the ayes were 
37. the noes 49, and there heing no quornm—— `, 
Mr. MANN of New. York moved a call of the House. 2 
Mr. VANDERPOEL asked for the yeas and Nays; giving ag 
his reason for doing so, that the call of the roll would anewer the 
purpose of a call ofthe Housein producing a quorum; but the 
House refused to order them; and, by tellers, amnaiority of those 
present ordered a call of the Nouse—being ayes £6, noas 83. 
The roll having been called through, and the absentées twice 
called, and 118-membets only having answered to their names, 
sul no querum— -> J i y atcha Aaa? 
Mr. HEISTER moved to dispense with all furth er proceed-- 
ings in -the call: fost. sie Sie aus heats 
At different stages the same motion was renewed by. Messrs. 
HARDIN and BRIGGS, with the. same result; when; after be- 
ing oceupied nearly two hours, t€ farther proceedings were 


dispensed with, on motion of Mr. BELL, aad, on the doors be- 

ing opened, a quorum appeared. 5 4 ; 
he question, on putting the above interragatory, was then 

taken by tellers, and decided in the negative—ayes 72, noes 73. 

So the House determined that the interrogatory be. nòt put to 
the witness. — ~ 

Question by Mr. BELL.—Iave you had ‘any’ conversation 
with the President upon the subject. of the course of Messrs. 
Wise and Peyton as members of Congress, during thé past and 
present sessions of Congress? or have you been. present, at 
any time, when he expressed any opinion in relatior to it? and, 
if go, did you hear him state that they ought to be “ Hanstan- 
ized;”? meaning thereby that they ought tobe chastised in the 
atréets, or express himself to that. effect? and, if yes, did you 
hear‘him thus express himself in speaking of their course or 
conduct towards Mr. Whitney? , 

Mr. MANN of New York said, that was certainly a most 
extraordinary inquiry, and he must object to it. Be would 
not, however, consume. the time of the House by showing its 
impropriety, since he believed it must be perfectly obvious to 
everyone. 

Mr. BELL begged the indulgence of the House for a few mo- 
ments to give the réasons why he had thought proper to pro- 
pound such an interrogatury. 

He would state, in the first place, that he would not have 
done so had he not considered 1. material, under the course of 
examination pursued on the trial of Mr. Whitney towards his 
(Mr. B’s) colleague, and towards his honorahle friend from 
Virginia, (Messrs. Peyton and Wise.) The House well knew 
that those gentleman had been, m fact, the parties against 
whom charges had been brought. It had been alleged that 

-theix conduct had been exceptionable, on the ground that they 
carried fire arms about ‘their persona; and Mr. B. had pro. 
pounded this interrogatory to show that there existed extraordi. 
nary grounds for their doing so; that there were extraordinary 
reasons for thelr wearing arms about their persons constantly, 
every day, in coming to and going from that House, in coming 
to and going from their committees, and that they could not 
conceive they could safely walk the streets, in justice to them- 
selves and their families, without. bearing arms upon their per- 
sons. They had had the evidence of this course of denunci- 
ation for some time past, and this interregatory was propound- 
ed with the expectation, that either from the gentleman then 
under examination, or from some other honorable member of 
that House, and, perhaps, from other witnesses, this fact could 
ba proven, 

The interrogatory proposed to inquire whether the President, 
upon more than one occasion, had not said, in relation to those 
gentemen, mensbers of the House; that they should be, or ought 

to be, chastised in the public streets for their conduct towards 

Mr, Whimey; and that he particularly used the word “Hous- 
tonised,” ag expressed in that interrogatory. Now, if that be 
true, if it be wue that the Executive head of these United States 
was in the habit of denouncing members of that House in such 

terms, and pending the transactions which have been the founda- 
tion of the present proceedinga, was itnot important to these gen- 
tlemen, as a justification of their course on thatoccasion, and on 
any other occasion, that they should bear fire arms about their 
persons? Besides,.it should be borne in mind, that this was Gene- 
ral Jackson who made this declaration, if what is alleged be 
true. It was nota private individual, but the President of the 
United States, the dispenser of all the patronage of the Govern- 
ment, who had more influence, more power, than belonged te 
most’ Growned heads. Mr. B. appealed to members whether 
that. was not a material nani inreference to the transaction ia 
thecommittee, and the alleged ground of defence of the gentle- 

-demen from Virginia and Tennesse in carrying fire arms. Mr, 

B. concluded by calling for the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered, and were yeas 54, nays 100, as fellows: 

YEAS—Messrs. C. Allan, Bell, Bond, Buchanan, Bunch, J 
Calhoon, W. B. Calhoun, Campbell, Carter, G, Chambers, J. 
Chambers, Childs, N, H. Claiborne, Clark, Corwin, Crane, 
Cushing, Darlington, Deberry, Denny, Elmore, Everett, Fores- 
ter, Granger, Grennell, Griffin, H. Wail, Hard, Harlan, Harper, 
Hazeltine, Herod, Hoar, Howel!, Hunt, Ingersoll, Janes. Lewis, 
S. Mason, McCarty, McKennan, Mercer, Phillipe, Pickens, 
Reed, Rencher, Russell, Spangler, Siandeter, Steele, Storer, 
Waddy Thompson, Vinton, White, Sherrod Williams, and 
Yell—i4. j 

NAYS—Messrs. H. Allen, Ash, Bailey, Beale, Bean, Beau- 
mont, Black, Bockce, Buon, Borden, Bovee, Boyd, Briggs, 
Brown, Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Casey, Chapman, Chapin, 
J. £. H. Claiborne, Coles, Connor, Craig, Cramer, Crary, Cush- 
man, Dawson, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Einer, Fartin, 
Fowler, French, Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, Grantland, J. Hall, Al- 
bert G. Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Henderson, Holt, Hub- 
Jey, Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, Wim. Jackson, Jarvis, 
Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Jolin W. Jones, Benjamin 
Janes, Kennon, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, La- 
porte, Lawrence, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Leonard, Logan, 
Loyall, Lucas, Lyoa, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, William Mason, 
May, McKay, McKeon, McKim, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, 
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Morgan. Muhlenberg, Page, Patterson, Dutee J. Pears, Joseph 


Reynolds, Richardson, Schenck, Seymour, Shields, Shinn, ° 


Sickles, Smith, Sprague, Taylor, John Thomson, Turrill, Van- 
derpoel, Wagener, Ward, and Wardwell— 100... 

So the House determined that the interrogatory be not pro- 
pounded to the witness. g : 

_ Question by Mr. BELL.— Was not. the accompanying inter- 
rogatory and others, embracing every material point in the 
character of Mr. Whitey, propounded in the select committee, 
of whichthe honorable Mr. Garland of Virginia, is chairman, to 
the honorable Leyi Woadbury, and Richard 3. Coxe, Esq. 
and William D, Lewis, and others, overruled by a majority of 
the committee? - ~ 

“32. Do you know R. M. Whitney’s general charaeter? If, 
yea, what is his character, as an honest trustworthy man? 
Would you, from his general character, believe him on_ his 
oath, or trust- him, when he was subject to great pecuniary 
temptation to err. 

‘This question was objected to by Mr. GILLET, and re- 
jected.” ` 

Mr. BOON objectedto this interrogatory; and whilst up, he 
would take occasion to say, that he would object to all ques- 
tions of this kind. He would say, however, to the gentleman 
from Tennessee, thathis objection was not ou: of any disre- 
spect to him, orto the gentleman from Virginia, for towards 
either of those gentlemen, he entertained no other feelings than 
those ofthe highest respect. But from a solemn and high 
duty to his constituents, and from the many important questions 
now before the House—net only important to the people of the 
Weert, but important to the whole nation, he felt impelled to in- 
terpose, to endeavor toarrest this wide range of inquiry, and 
confine it within proper limits. If this question was suffered to 
be put, gentlemen on the other side must bè permitted to put 
similar interrogatories, and there would be no end to the inves- 
tigation. He hoped, therefore, that the House would decide 
against all questions of this description. 

Mr. BELL observed that the Counsel for the accused had in- 
traduced testimony paying tribute to the hizh character of 
Whitney, to which no objection had been interposed; therefore 
they desired to have the opportunity of bringing in testimony 
the reverse ofthis. He wonldsay no more, but leave the matter 
to the good sense of the Mouse, hoping they would see the im- 
portance of allowing this question to be put to come te a cor- 
rect conclusion. 

The question was then taken, and it was decided that the jn- 
terrogatory should not be put, 

The witness, Mr. Fairfield, was then discharged from the 
stand. 

Mr. BELL said he wished to propound an inquiry or two, to 
the clerk of the select ‘committee. [He did not appear. ] 

Mr. LANE asked leave to submit a resolution. 

Mr. GHOLSON said he wished to call up another witness, 
who had heen summoned by the committee of examination. 
{Mr. Hasmilton. the clerk of the selec: committee, of which Mr. 
Garland was chairman.} 

Mr. LANE. There being no question before the House, then 
submitted his resolution as follows: 

Resolved, That is inexpedient to prosecute further the 


alleged contempt of Renben M. Whitney, against the authori- 
ty of this House, and that said Whitney be now discharged 
from custody. 

“Mr. GHOLSON wished to know whether the investigation 
on the part of the committee could be stopped in this way. 

The CHATR replied that that was a question: for the Touse,. 
not toe Chait, to determine. ‘The witness was off the stand, and 
the same question arose the other day. 

My. LANE then said: Mr. Speaker, the only speech Ihave to 
make on this resolution, isto move the previous question. 

Mr. DAWSON. Mr. Speaker, can a gentleman take the 
floor, presenta resolution. and call for the previous question, 
without the power of the House to amend it? 

The CHAIR, Certainty. 

Mr. STORER. Mr, Speaker, the point of order] inquire 
about, is this: Whether it is competent for any member of this 
House, while this House is organized asa judicial tribunal, to 
cut off, by this guillotine sort af process, the right of the accus- 
ed to be heard by his Counsel? A 

The CHAIR. Thatis a matter for the consideration of the 
House. The House may vote according to its discretion, or 
according to its judgment. 

Mr. Jones (of counsel for the accused.) Can not this pro- 
position be amended, sir? 

The CHAIR. No proposition can be amended after the de- 
mand for the previous question. 

Mr. WISF. Is there.not a witness upon the stand? 

The CHAIR. There is not. 

Mr. WISE. Has not the clerk of the select committee been 
summoned? . 

The CHAIR has issued a subpena for him, but he was not 
called on the stand. 

Mr. WISE. Mave there not been questions propounded 
which have not been answered? 


Mr. GHOLSON. I gave the clerk seventeen int 
which he has not answered. =~ eae 

The CHAIR, as the presiding ‘officer. of the House, knows 
nothing of it. — s i moe 

Tellers having been appointed, the. préviong question ‘was 
then seconded by the House-ayes 78, noes 64; and on the ques- 
tion, “Shall the mais question be now paip? = e200 

Mr. CRAIG asked for the yeas and nays, which ‘were ordered, 
and were—yeas 92; nays 71, as follows: Beet 

/EAS—Messrs. Ash, Barton, Beale, Bean, Beaumont, BI ck, 
Bockee, Boon; Borden, Bovee, Boyd, Brown. Burns Bynum, 
Sambreleng, Casey, Chapman, Chapin, Cleveland, “Coles, 
Craig, Cramer, Crary, Cushman, Doubleday, Dunlap, Efner, 
Farlin, Fowler, Fry, Galbraith, Haley, Joseph Halt; F awkins, 
Haynes, Henderson, Holt, Howard, Huntington, “Ingham, 
William Jackson, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, Cave. Johnson, 
Benjamin Jones, Kennon, Kilgere, Klingensmith, Lane, Lan- 
sing, Laporte, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lec, Leonard, Logan, Loyall, 
Lucas, Abijah Mann, William Mason, May, McKeon, McKim, 
McLene, Miller, Momgomery, Morgan, Page, Patterson, Patton, 
Duiee J. Pearce, John Reynolds, Joseph Reygolds, Richardson, 
Rogers, Schenck, Seymour, Shinn, Si¢kles, Smithy Sprague, 
Sutherland, Taylor, Johu Thomson, Toucey, Turrill; Vander- 


- poel, Wagener, Ward, Wardweil, Thomas T. Whitdesey, and 


Yei}-—92. 5 

NAYS-—Messrs. Chikton Allan, Heman ‘Allen, ‘Bailey, Bell, 
Bond, B Bunch, William B, Caihoun, Campbell, Car- 
ter, Chetwood, Childs, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Clark; Con- 
nor, Corwin, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, Deberry, Denny, 
Dromgoole, Elmore, Evans, Forester, French, Gholson, Gran- 


‘ger, Grantland, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hard, Harlan, Harper, 


Albert G. Harrison, Hazeline, Noar, Howel, Bunt, Hunts- 
man, Ingersoll, Janes, John W. Janes, Lawler, av yence, 
Luke Lea, Lewis, Love, Lyon, McCarty, McComas, Milligan, 
Parker, Pearson, Philips, Pickens, Reed, Rencher, Russell, 
Shielda, Standefer, Steele, Storer, Taliaferro, Thomas, Waddy 
Thompson, Vinton, Washington, White, Sherrod Williams, 
and Yeung—71. i 

So the main question was ordered tobe put; and on the main 
question, being on the adoption of the resolution—- 

Mr. CHAPIN asked for the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 99, nays 72, as. follows: i y 

YEA*—Messrs. Anthony, Ash, Barton, Beale, Bean, Beau. 
mont, Black, Bockee, Boon, Borden, Bovee, Boyd, Briggs, 
Brown, Buchanan, Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Casey, Chap- 
man, Chapin, Cleveland, Coles, Craig, Cramer, Crary, Cush- 
man, Doubleday, Dremgoole, Dunlap, Emer, Farlin, Fowler; 
French, Fry, Galbraith, Haley, Joseph Tall, Hawkins, Haynes, 
TXenderson, Holt, Howard, Wuntingion, Samuel Ingham, 
William Jackson, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, Cave Jol neony 
John W. Jones, Benjamin Jonest Kernen, Kilgore, Klingen- 
smith, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Leo- 
nard, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Abijah Mann, William Mason, 
May, McKay, McKeon, McKim, McLene, Miller, Montgomery, 
Morgan, Owens, Page, Patterson, Patton, Dutee J. Pearce, 
Phelps, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Rogers, Schenck, 
Seymonr, Shinn, Sickles. Smith, Sprague, Sutherland, Taylor, 
John Thomsen, Toucey, Turvill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward, 
Wardwell, Thomas T. Whittlesey, and Yell—-99, ’ 

NAYS—Messrs. Chilton Allan, H. Allen, Bailey, Bell, Bond, 
Bunch, Wiliam: B. Calhoun, Campbell, Carter, Chetwood, 
Chtids, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Clark, Connor, Corwin, Cush- 
ing, Darlington, Dawson, Debsrry, Denby, Elmore, Evans, 
Forester, Graham, Granger, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Nard, Har- 
lan, Harper, Albert G. Harrison, Hazeltine, Hero’, Hoar, How- 
ell, Hunt, Huntsman, Ingersoll, Janes, Jenifer, Lawler, Lawe 
yence, Luke Tea, Lewis, Love, Lyon, Maury, MeCarty, 
McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Parker, Pearson, P Nips, Pick 
ens, Potts, Reed, Rencher, Ruseell, Shields, - Standefer, 
Steele, Storer, Taliaferro, Thomas, Waddy Thompson, Vin» 
ton, Washington, White, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, 
and Young-~72, 

So the resolution was adopted; and Mr. Witney was there- 
upon ordered to be diseharged from custody. ‘ 

Just as the CHAIR was announclig the order for the discharge 
of the accused— $ 

Mr. PEYTON interposed, and said. before the accused wag 
dismissed, he wished to propound a question to him, and thathe 
be detained for that purpese. [Cries orno! no! from all parts of 
the hall.} 

Mr. PEYTON thereupon moved a suspension of the rule, 
and asked for the yeas and nays on the-motion, saying, “Then 
gentlemen will have an opportunity of recording their no! no}? 
” Mr. MANN of New York, moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr WILLIAMS of North Carolina, asked for the yeas en 
nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 94, bays 68. i 

When the name of Mr. WISE was cated, that gentleman 
rose in his place, and, addressing the Chair, said: Mr. Speaker, I 


‘shall not vote until I ascertain whether I am discharged from 


prasecniion or not. 
The Neuse then adjourned. 
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REPORT OF: THE SECRETARY OF WAR 


AD INTERIM, 

DeranrMent ‘cr WAR, 

E December 3, 1856. 

_ Six: In compliance with your directions, I have 
‘the honor to lay before you the usual annual re- 
Dp f the'several divisions of this department, 
x brit, for your consideration, a summary 
‘Of tHe Eontents of those documents, together with 
sh“’additional statements and suggestions as 
to mè to be required by the preseat con- 
dition ‘and necessities of the public service. 

cal rate I, THE ARMI. 

1, Organization and foree.—It appears, : from 
eport of M jor General Macomb, ani the ta- 
bles anucxed to it, that the regular. army. of the 
‘United States, consists of 648, commissioned offi- 
gers, and.7,310 nov-commisioned officers, musi- 


n 


"cians, artificers, and. privates; making an aggre- 
Aa A S gs 


gaje. of. 7,958—organized as follows: General 
‘Staf, 14, viz: one major general commanding; 
two brigaiier generals, each commanding one of the 
two military districts iuto, which the United States 
are divided; one adjutant general; two inspec- 
‘tors general; one quartermaster generat, and four 
‘quartermasters; and one commissary general of 
subsistence, and two commissaries; Pay Depart- 


nts of artillery, exch containing nine com- 
r f forty-two-priyates each: and seven regi- 
me s of infa«try, each containing ten companies 
of forty-two privates each. 
he present actual force of the regular army, 
ing. to,the last general return, is 6 283; but 
so appears from that return, that after making 
necessary deductions for sickness and other 
umstances, ‘the available force for service in the 
d, at the Jatest dates, was 4,282. The difer- 
se between the actual. force (6,283) and the 
allowed by law (7,958) is 1675, and is oc- 
td by the fact, that only 360 recruits have 
en obtained for the new regiment of dra- 
thorized by the act of the last session, and 


4 


¢ 
fie 


y the vacancies’ caused by expiration of service, | 


and other casualties, in the other regiments. 

ood: Distribution and present positions of the troops, 
~~ The eastern dep irtment, under the command of 
Major.General Scott, includes. thirty posts, from 
twenty of which the troops have been mostly with- 
drawn.for.service in the Creek country and in 
Blorida....Thewhole number. of officers. of the 
line snd. men, at the several stations in the eastern 
department, including absentees, is therefore 
now only 1,124.. Qfthat number, 113 are at Fort 
Winnelhago; 114.at Fort Brady; 105 at Fort Mack- 
inacy 149: at Fort. Howard; 67 at Fort: Dearborn; 
122 at Fort Gratiot: all which posts are on the 
northwestern, frontier, or in that vicinity; and the 
remainder at posts in the Atlantic States. 

-> The:western department, under the command 
ef. Major’. General. Gaines, now includes twenty 
posts; and. four temporary stations. Several: of 
thésé posts: have also’ been evacuated, and the 
troeps erdered ta Florida; so that the whole num- 
berofcofiicers: of the line and men now stationed at 
them; ‘including absentees, amounts only to 2.458. 
Of that number, 233. are at. Fort Sneilmg; 185 at 
Fort Crawford; 321 at Fort. Leavenworth; 132 at 
Fort Gibson; -158: at. Fort Towson: : 44 at Fort 
Coffee; 360sat.. Fort Jesup, and . 124 at astatien 
severity miles from-that place;:147.at Camp Sabine, 
apd:439at Gamp--Nacogdochés; all which posts 
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and stationsare in the northwest. or an or near the: 
western frontier: 1°6 at Fort Mitchell, Alabama;. 
and 53 at Fort Cass, Tennessee. 7 ; f 
The regular force serving in Florida consists of: 
the four regiments of artillery, five companies ex- 


cepted; ‘eight companies of the fourth regiment of:. 
infantry, one company of dragoons, and a battalion `; 
of 320 marines; making in the aggregate about.: 


2,000, according to the latest returns received at 
the Adjutant General’s office. 
the number reported sick, and absentees, the effi-: 
cient regular force for field service in Florida will- 
not exceed 1,500. i 

For want of the necessary returns of the volun- 
teers serving in that quarter, the estimate of that: 
auxiliary force at this time is less accurate;. but, : 
fiom the best data in the Adjutant General's of-: 
fice, it may be thus computed: Tennessee volun- 
teers shout 1,200; Alabama volunteers 300; Flo : 
rida volunteers 250; and Washington City volun- 
teers 59; amounting in all to about 1,800, besides: 
730 volunteer Creek Ind ans, who have been mus- ' 
tered into the service of the United States, and are 
now employed with the army. The whole active 
force, then, regular, volunteer, and Indisns, now | 
in Florida, is probably somewhat less than 4,000, 

Resides the volunteers above mentioned, there ` 
are also employed of that description of force, 361 
in Tennessee, under the command of Brigadier: 
General Wool; 537 in Arkansas, under the com- 
mand of Brigadier Gen-ral Arbuckle; and 38 in’ 
Alabama; making, when added ‘to those serving 
in Florida, an aggregate of near 2,800. 

3 Movements during the last year, and now in 
pregress.—At the date of the last annual report 
from this departm-nt, several companies had been : 
p'aced in Florida under the command of Br ga- 
dier General Clinch, for the purpose of restraining | 
any hostile intentions on the part of the Seminole 
Indians, and of enforcing the execution of the 
treaty providing for their removal. It was then 
hoped that an open rupture would be prevented; 
and it was confidently believed that the eleven 
companies actually in Florida, amounting to 536 
officers and men, would be amply sufficient, with 
the reinforcements then under orders, and with 
such aid as might be derived from the local militia 
and volunteers, to put down any hostile attempt 
which might be mace by the disaffected portion 
of the tribe. Both these expectations were disap- 
pointed, and a protracted warfare ensued which 
has not yet been terminated. 

‘The most important military operations grow- 
ing out of this state of things are mentioned in 
the accompanying report of Major General Ma- 
comh, which brings down the narrative of events 
in Florida to the retirement of the forces under 
Governor Call from the Withlacoochie in Octo- 
ber last. Authentic intelligence of that event 
reached the department.on the Ist ultimo, through 
tha medium of letters receive] by some of the 
bureaus, and of officers direct from Florida. By 
the same channels of information, it was also as- 
certained that the lealth of Governor Call had 
been so much impaired by sickness and fatigue, 
as to make it doubtful whether he could renew 
the campaign with the promptitude and energy 
demanded by the crisis, On the 4th ultimo, no 
report having been received from that officer, did 
it being necessary that the department should act, 
without further delay, on the information then in 
its possession, despatches were sent by express to 
Governor Call and to Major General Jesup, ex- 
pressing to the former th- surprise and disappoint- 
ment of the President at the failure of his. move- 
ment, and calling for an explanation, and direct- 
ing the latter to assume the command. General 
Jesüp was also. instructed to establish posts at or 
near the mouth of the Withlacoochie, at Fort 
i x taking the. pro- 
gh them the safety 
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i forces, and to proceed, without delay to, possess 
. himself of the positions occupied by the Indians, 


and of the whole! country. between the Withia- 
coochie and Tampa bay... Should the war thare- 
_after be continued, he;was then drected to take 
such advanced positions.to the. south of Volusia, 


Call and General Jesup have, both been very ace 
tively engaged. in preparing for offensive. move 
ments: and the latest ntelligence elves reason, te 


hope that the objects cf he campaign will soon be 


accomplished. But as thse expectations m-y `= 
disappointed, and as the term of service of the Tei- 
nessee volunteers, who compose a very imporiaat 
p at ofthe force serving in Florida, will expire on 
the ist of January, it has been deemed important 
to make provision for supplying their places, in 
part at least, fromthe regular army. , With this 
view, the commanding officer of the second regi- 
ment of dragoons. was directed, on. the 26:h ulti- 
mo, to organize the recruits enlisted fer that corps 
into companies, and to hold them in readiness to 
be moved to. Florida on the shortest nutica. ‘It. is 
also expected that two additional companies of 
artillery may be prepared for the like purpose, 
during the present month. After maturing these 
arrangements, information was received at the Dee 
partment, that General Jesup had recently called 
on the Governor of Alabama for a battalion, and 
on the Governor of Georgia for a regiment. of yo- 
‘lunteers, to meet the contingency of a. want. of 
force on the discharge of the Tennessee., brigade. 
This call has been approved as a. proper precaus 
tionary measure; but it ia believed that the, other 
troops now in Florida willbe, sufficient, especially 
when reinforced as above suggested, for all availa. 
ble purposes, even should the war be continued; 
and that the services of the volunteers last called 
for may therefore very gvon be dispensed with.. 

‘J beg leave, tu refer to the report of the Genge 
ral-in-chief for a succinct account of the operatione 
rendered. necessary by the hostile movements of 
the Creek Indians. ‘To that account, however, it 
is but just to add, that the marine corps, at ave 
alarming jungture, , generously volunteered their 


services to aid in suppressing those hostilities, and 


were accordingly employed for that purpose. 
Since the termination of their tour of duty in the 
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ecgdoches, giving.. an.unfavorable account of tie 
health of the troops at-that post, and stating that 
their continuance- there during the winter would 
make it necessary to construct barracks and quar- 
‘ters “for their, comfortable accommodation. In 
consequence of this communication, Brigadier 
General Arbuckle” was instructed, under date of 
“the 12th _ultirno, to take all necessary measures to 
[restore the health of the troops, and iùn the event 


of his deciding to ‘retain possession of Camp Na- | 


~cogdoches, to provide at that place all needful ac- 
“gommodations. He was also informed, that it was 
“Hot inthe power of the Department, with the limit- 
‘ed information then in its possession, to give any 
positive order in regard to the further occupation 
of the post. The opinion was, hqwever, express- 
ed, that there seemed to be no adequate cause fur 
any longer maintaining a position so unbealthful 
and inconvenient; and he was instructed, in case 
he had not already withdrawn the troops, to give 
the requisite orders for that purpose immediately 
on the receipt of that communication, unless he 
should then have in his possession information sa- 
tsfying him, that the maintenance of the nost is 
essential to the protection of our frontiers, and to 
the due execution of our treaty stipulations, as 
explained in the previous ins:ructions to General 
Gaines and to himself. | i 

In the month of June Hist, it became necessary 

to call onthe Governor of Tennessée, under the 

_ ‘tat of the last session, fora volunteer force suff- 
cient to put down ai y hostile attempt on the part 
of the diaffected Cherokees, and to insure the 
peaveful execution ofthe treaty then lately con- 
eluded with that tmbe. The command of the 
troops to be raised for this purpose was committed 
to Brigadier General’ Wool, who immediately re- 
paired to the Cherokee country, and is yet in’ 
command there. ‘he force under him amounted, 
atone time, to about 2,450, but has lately been 
reduced to 361—a number sufficient, from present 
appearances, to prevent any difficulty in that quar- 
ter. Much praise is due to General Wool, for the 
‘promptitude and zeal with which he has devoted 
himself to the execution of his duties. 

The whoie number ef militia and volunteers 
mustered into the service of the United States, in 
the, various movements and operations above men- 
tioned, appears, from the rolls received in the ob 
‘fice ef the Adjutant General, to have been about 
24,500 In the case of the Tennessee volunteers 
mustered by General Wool, a larger number ap- 
peared than had been catled for; but as they acted 
in good faith, and under patriotic impulses, and as 
the commanding general deeméd it best to receive 

them, it seems proper that provision should be 
made for their pay. Legal provision will aso be 
required for the just settlement of many of the ac- 
counts growing cut of the employment of militia 
and volunteers; and for the Satisfaction of claims 
which, though equitable, cannot be allowed by 
‘the accounting cflicers. 

In executing the first section of the act of the 
28:h of May last, “to provide for the payment of 
expenses incurred aad supplies furnished on ac- 
count of the militia or volunteers received into the 
‘service of the United States for the defence of 
Florida,” it has been decided that this section does 
not authorize any allowance for horses or other 
property impressed into the service of the United 
States, nor for any special damage done to indivi- 
dua's or their property by the troops of the 
United States or the en my. Some of these cases 
ought undoubtedly to be. provided for by Con- 
gress; and perhaps, under the peculiar circum- 
stances which attended them, provision should be 
made for embracing the whole. 

In adsiuon to the movements now in progress, 
already mentioned, the troops stationed at Fort 
Dearborn, Chiczgo, have been ordered to proceed 
to Fort Howard, and to join the garrison at that 
post, and 73 recruits are on their way to join the 
first regiment of dragoons at Fort Gibson. The 
public property at Fort Dearborn will remain in 
charge of the late commandant of the post. 

4. General Staff —The reports of the chiefs of 
the different statt departments exhibit a perspi- 
cuous view of their operations during the past 
year. 

t keg leave to call your attention to the commù- 


perty belonged. 


nication-of the Adjutant General, setung forth the 1i 


difficulties which Nave-becn, and are yet.expert- 
enced in various branches of the pubie service, 
for want of additional staff officers. 

“Whe fiscal operations of the Quartermaster’s and 
Subsistence Departments have bern unusually 
heavy, in consequence of the hostilities in which 


_the army has been employed. It is due to these 


two important arms of the service, that I should 
state that from the time when adequate means 
were placed at their disposal by Congress, nothing 
has been omitted on tneir part to provide the ne- 
cessary supplies for the troops in the field. 

The report of the.acting Quartermaster General 
states the progress: mde, or rather the inability to 
make progress, in the construction of the roads, 
and other works with which the department is 
charged, It also exposes, in lucid and convin- 
cing manner, the utter insufficiency of th s branch 
of the service, as now organ‘zed by law, to the ex- 
ecution of the duties committed to it. 

‘The expenditures incurred dw'i-g the past year 
in the emigration and subsistence of Indians, will 
appear in the report of the Commissioner of In- 
dian Affairs, to wh se office that business was 
trausferred by aregulation made on the 1st ultimo. 
This change was made from a conviction that the 
interests of the service would be promoted by 
bringing all matters belonging to ary one branch 
under the care of the bureau to which they pro- 
The clerks and messengers al- 

owed by. law, have been transferred with the 
business. 

The complaints made in the accompanying pa- 
pers, as to the want of sufficient streagth in the 
staff departments, appear to me to be well 
founded. f 

The present system seems to have been framed 
upon the principle of concen'rating the business 
of those departments st the seat of Government, 
and of employing therein a very small number of 
officers commissioned in the staff; the deficien- 
cies being supplied by sel. ctions from the lines. 
This arrangement is very well adapted to a time 
of profound peace, when officers can be spared 
frem the line without injury to the service; when 
the positions of the troops are chiefly permanent; 
and when the changes which occur, are made with 
so much deliberation as to afford ample time for 
preparing adequate means of transportation and 
supply; but when large bodies of troops, whose 
numbers and movements may be varied by unfore- 
seen contingencies, are to be supplied in the field, 
and ata great dis'ance from the seat of Govern 
ment, the system is worse than insufficient; it is 
the parent of. expense, confusion, and delay. Du- 
ring the time necessarily occupied in the transmis- 
sion of despatches. to, and of instructions from, 
the War Department, the state of things may be 
so entirely changed as to render the instructions 
inapplicable; and even if it remain unaltered, the 
loss of time in military operations is always great 
evil, and sometimes a fatal one. To prevent in- 
conveniences of this sort, it is evidently necessary 
that staff officers of experience and rank should 
be associated with the commande’; and to supply 
such associates, the staff departments must be en- 
larged. On the other hand, to make the line of 
the army truly effi ctive, officers should not be ta- 
ken for staff service, or other detached duties, 
in large numbers, nor for long periods, from their 
companies. And when, to relieve the weakness 
of the staff, on a pressing emergency, officers are 
selected from the lne, the difficulty, instead of be- 
ing remedied, is only exchanged for a new, and 
possibly a greater one. The embarrassments oc- 
casioned by these causes, during the operations of 
the year, have been of constant recurrence, and of 
the most s: rions charact«r. 

5. Pay Department.—Se far as the regular ar- 
my is concerned, there is nothing in the report of 
the Paymaster General demanding particular re- 
mark. His suggestions, in regard to tle services 
and responsibiiities of the paymasters who bave 
been, or who may be, employed in making: pay- 
ments to militia and volunteers, undoubtediy de- 
mand the attention of Congress. In-order toa 
clear understanding of this subject, it should be 
observed, that after the reduction of the army on 
the conclusion of the late war, and until the act 


of July L4th, 1832, the Secretary of War appears, 
in several instances, to. have exercised the power 
of making discret onary allowances to paymasters 
of the army of. the United States, for the rbks 
and losses sustained by. them in making payments 
to militia and volunteers. These allowanees 


_ were made in the shape of commissions on the mo» 


ney prid, and were usually fixed at two and a half 
per cent. The only. ground on which sucha 
power could have been. exercised, was the ab- 
sence of any legislative provision making it a part 
of the regular duty of the army paymasters to 
meke payments to militia and vulun-eers. But 
by the third section of the act of the 14th July, 
1832, -it was made the, duty of the district pay- 
masters of the army of the United States, “in 
aldition to the payments required to be made by 
them to the regular troops, to make payment to 
all other froops in the service of the United States 
whenever required thereto by order of the Presi- 
deat.” The discretionary power before possessed 
by the Secretary of War to make an extra allows 
ance for payments to the militia and voluntéers, 
was, as [ suppose, taken away by this provision; 
and it was dubiless in consequence of- this 
change, that the second section of the act of the 
2d of March, 1833, expressly provided, “ that the 
Secretary of War be authorized, at his discretion, 
out of the moneys appropria'ed by this or any 
former act, for the payment of the militia ordered 
into the service of the United States according to 
law, during the last year, to allow and pay to the 
district puymasters of the army of the United 
S'ates, employed in making such payments, a 
commission on the sums respectively, paid by 
them, not exceeding one per centum upon the 
amounts.” soe ; 

he act of the 14th of January, 1836, making 
appropriations for the suppression of hostilities 
commenced by the Seminole Indians, provides 
“that the sum of one hundred and twenty thou. 
sand dollars be, and the same hereby is, appropri- 
ated, out of any money in the Treasury not other. 
wise appropriated, to defray the expense attend- 
ing the suppression of hostilities with the Seminole 
Indians in Florida; to be expended under the di- 
rection of the Secretary of War, conformably to 
the provisions of the act of April 5th, 1832, 
‘making appropriations for the support of the 
army;’”? and the same reference is in effect mide 
in the subsequent acts. When the act of the Sth of 
April, 1832, thus referred to, was passed, the dis- 
cretionary power-spoken of above, was possessed 
by the Secretary of War, and was exercised in the 
settlement of the paymiasters’ accounts under that 
act, by the allowance of a commission of two and 
ahalf percent. In a case of peculiar hardship, 
and of just merit ‘also, whic 1 occurred before the 
resignat on of the late Secretary of War, the 
Paymaster Gene'a , under the impression that the 
general reference to the act of the Sth of April, 
1832, contained in the acts of the last session, in- 
cluded authority to allow a per centage, recom- 
m-nded such an allowance to the extent of one 
per cent. The Secretary of War referred the 
case tome as Attorney General, and called for 
my opinion as to the power of the department to 
allow the proposed commission. My opinion was, 
thatthe discretionary power was taken away by the 
actof 1832, above quoted, and also by the act of 
the 3d of March, 1835, making additional appro- 
priations for the Delaware breakwater and. other 
works, and that the intent to confer such a power 
was not sufficiently apparent in the general refer- 
ence to the act of 1832, to authorize the allow- 
ance applied for. But as it would seem, from the 
report of the Paymaster General, that justice re- 
quires that additional compensation should be al- 
lowed, 1 concur in recommending a special provi- 
sion, similar to that inserted in the act of the 2d of 
March, 1833. 

6. Medical Department.—The number of cases 
treated by the officers of the medical department, 
during the year ending the 30th of September 
last, was 14,356; of which numb.r only 139 died. 
This result may weil be taken as evidence.of the 
professional skill of the surgeons and assistant sur- 
geons, and of the care with which. their: duties 
are performed. — For other matters respecting 
this department, I beg leave to refer to the report 
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of the Surgeon General ad interim, His sugges- 
tions in regard to the pay of hospital stewards, 
and the repairing and erection of hospitals at the 
different military posts, appear to me to be worthy 
the attention of Congress. 


7. Purchasing Department.--The report of the 
Gommissary General of Purchases exhibits the 
several amounts drawn and disbursed for clothing, 
_ camp equipage, &c. during the present year, with 


estimates for the like service for the year 1837. 
8, Engineers, and Topographicul Engineers.— 
The reports of the Chief Engineer, and of the 
head of the Topographical Bureau, exhibit the 
progress made during the last year upon the for- 
tifications and other works under their care, 

The failure, during the session of 1834-5, of 
the bill containing the usual appropriations for for- 
tifications, occasione? a suspension of those works 
during the year 1835; and though liberal appro- 
priations for resuming them were made at the last 
session of Congress, yet it unfortunately happen- 
ed, tiat the season for active Operations was too 
far advanced at the time of the passing of the ap- 

_-propriation laws, to allow of much progress dur- 
ing the present year. Operations have been also 
retarded by the difficulty of procuring laborers, 
aand still more by the insufficiency ef the Engi- 
heer Department to furnish an adequate number 
of engineers to supe-intend th- constructions. 


‘Several important works, authorized at the last | 


session, have not even been commenced, and but 
little has been done towards the completion of 
those previously undertaken. ‘The like remarks 
are applicable to the various improvements in hare 
‘bors on the seaboard and lekes, and at the 
‘mouths and in the channels of navigable rivers. 


From the causes above stated, but a small por- 
tion of the sums appropriated by the present Con- 
gress for the engineer and topographical service 
has yet been expended. The balances of those 
‘appropriations may, however, be expended with- 
-out any further law; and measures will be taken 
for resuming operations at an. early day, and! with 
all practicable vigor. i 
` In the last annual report of the Secretary of 
“War, he stated the insufficiency of the corps of 
- engineers, and of the topographical corps, to the 
expeditious and economical performance of the 
duties committed to them, and recommended their 
‘increase. His suggestions on this subject were 
approved by you, and the attention of Congress 
was invited to them in your message. The pro- 
' priety of such a measure is greatly strengthened 
by the present condition of those branches of the 
service, and by the delays and embarrassments oc- 
casioned by a want of the necessary force. In 
connection with the proposed reorganization of 
the topographical corps, it may well be questioned, 
whether the existing arrangement as to the civil 
“engineers attached to that corps, and the practice 

of lending the topographical engineers to the 
States, and to incorporated companies, ought 
onger to be continued, In my judgment, it would 
be better that all the engineers in the service of 
the United States should belong to one or other 
of the organized military corps, And the intor- 
mation derived from the services of engineers 
when employed by the States, or by companies, 
though useful in a military point of view, does 
not seem to me sufficiently important to counter- 
balance the inconveniences and objections incident 
to the practice, 

9, Ordnance Department.—lt appears from the 
repurt of the Colonel of Ordnance, that $857, 
570 45 have been expended and accounted for 
during the first three quarters of the present year, 
being about $207,000 more than was expended in 
the same service during the corresponding quar- 
ters of the year 1855. Vhese moneys have been 
expended in the manufacture, repair, and pur- 
chase of ordnance, ordnance stores, small arms; 
and accoutrements, and in building materials; the 
details of all which will appear by the statements 
annexed to Colonel Bumford’s report. 

During the year ending on the 30th of Septem- 
ber, 1836, the zum of $220,813 38 was expended 
in procuring and distributing artillery, smail arms, 
accoutrements, &c. under the act of 1808 for arm- 


| 


Report of the Serretary of War. 


ing and equipping the militia of the States and 
Territories. 

The munitions of war, issued during the year 
ending on the] 30th of September, 1836, have 
been very large, in consequence of the actual 
hostilities in which the army has been engaged. 

No returns of lead made at the United 
States lead mines have been delivered to the su- 
perintendent during the last year; and there yet 
remains due to the United States, on account of 
rent lead which accrued prior to the 30th Septem- 
ber, 1835, an aggregate of 495,313 pounds. It 
appears, that the refusal to account for, and to 
pay over, the rent reserved in the leases, mention- 
ed in the last annual report, has become general— 
the lessees denying the validity of the laws under 
which the leases were made; and that suits have 
been commenced against several of the delin- 
quents, but are not yet determined. Colonel 
Bomford recommends the selling of the mineral 
lands, as the most effectual mode of terminating 
the difficulties now existing between the Govern- 
ment and the inhabitants, and of securing to the 
United States the value of the mines. 

Of the works authorized by acts passed at the 
last session of Congress, and belonging to the Ord- 
nance Department, all have been greatly delayed, 
and some en‘irely suspended, by the want of the 
necessary officers to conduct them. The interests 
of the service, as well as the just claims of con- 
tractors, whose payments are frequently delayed 
from inability to make the proper inspections, call 
loudly for an increase of this corps. 

10. Proposed increase in rank and file of artillery 
and infantry,—In compliance with the suggestion 
of General Macomb, and with my own convictions 
of daty, I beg leave to invite your attention to a 
proposal for the increase of the rank and file of 
the artillery and infantry. 

The insufficiency, in several respects, of our 
present military establishment, has already been 
noticed. Itis greatest in the general staff and 
the rank and file; those arms of the service being 
much less numerous, in proportion, then the offi- 
cers retained in the line oF the army, The object 
of Congress in this arrangement evidently was, on 
the one hand, to reduce the rank and file and the 
general staff to the lowest allowab’e point; and 
on the other, to retain in the line officers enough 
to preserve an amount of military knowledge and 
experience competent to the direction of a larger 
flective force, whenever such a force might be 
required by special emergencies, or by the perma- 
nent interests of the country. 
recommended, at the time of its adoption, (1821,) 
by the existence of other and more pressing claims 
on the Treasury, and by the comparatively few 
calls then made for active military operations. In 
both these respects, our condition is now widely 
different. ‘The extinction of the public debt, 
whilst it gives us the ability to attend to other sub- 
jects of national importance, lays us under new 
obligations to do so. We have a much larger 
number of fortifications and other posts to be gar- 
risoned; and our Indian relations have now reach- 
ed a point which demands an effective military 
provision There are thirty-two forts on the 
‘Atlantic seaboard and the Gulf of Mexico, each 
of which ought to be garrisoned by a force ade- 
quate, at least, to the preservation of the public 
property, and. to the retaining of some knowledge 
of artillery practice. This will require, as I un- 
derstand, an average of about ninety-six men to 
each post, or about three theusand in the whole. 
The rank and file of the present regular army,. 
supposing the : 
filled, amounts, in the total, to seven thousand and 
sixteen: from which number a large deduction 
must always be made for sickness, arrests, occa- 
sional absence, and time lost in recruiting and, 
marching. The effective force, exclusive of offi- 
cers, which may be relied on under the present 
arrangement, Can, therefore, scarcely ever exceed 
six thousand men; a force utterly inadequate to the 
necessities of the public service, inasmuch as it 
affords, after the scanty provision for the sea- 
poard above suggested, only about three thou- 
sand for the interior. 

in that part of this report which relates to, 
Indian affairs, I shall have occasion to specify some 
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of the weighty reasons which make it necessary 

that we. should establish additional posts on ‘our 
western borders and in the Indian country; and 
that each should be permanently garrisoned by a 
respectable force. We have now in that region 
sixteen posts, including three temporary stations, 
the whele of which are now occupied by about 
three thousand men, including a regiment of At- 
kansas volunteers recently called into the service. 
All, probably, will agree, that the present force at 
several of the existing posts is inadequate; and a 
deliberate survey of the immense field of opera- 
tions, and of the various interests involved, will, T 
think, lead to the, conclusion, that this branch of 
the service cannot safely be left, forthe next five 
or ten years, with a force at any time less than 
from five to seven thousand men. : E 

The seaboard may be provided for in the man- 
ner above suggested, and adequate protection 
may be given to the interior, and to the Indian 
country, by augmenting the number of men in each 
company of artillery and infantry to one hundred. 
This would increase the Irgal force, independently 
of commissioned officers and non-commissioned of- 
ficars of artillery and infartry, to twelve thousand 
and thirty; from which we might at all times expect 
to command an available force of not more.than 
about ten thousand effective men. Two plans for 
a similar increase in the rank and file of the army 
were submitted to Congress in the report of the 
Secretary of War of the 8th of March, 1836, and 
the accompanying communication of Gen. Macomb, 
of the 7th of that month; both of which commani- 
cations were laid befure the Senate of the United 
States, in compliance with a resolution of that body. 
I refer to these documents for the details of those 
plans, and for an estimate of the expense, which, ac- 
cording to the statements then made, would be, for 
the increase above proposed, about $850,000 per 
annum. Such an addition to the heavy expenses of 
our present establishment should undoubtedly be 
well weighed before it is incurred; but if we may 
judge from the experience of the last few'years, 
the measure is as plainly called for on the score of 
economy, as it is by other ‘and more impressive 
considerations. The expenses occasioned by the 
hostile aggressions of the Sac and Fox Indians in 
1832 amounted to more than three millions of dol- 
lars; and the several appropriations for suppress- 
ing Indian hostilities, made by Congress at the last 
session, and amounting to five millions of dollars, 
have already been drawn from the Treasury; and 
though a considerable amount is: yet in the hands 
of disbursing officers, the whole will be required 
tomeet expenses already incurred. 

If it be one of the first objects of legislation to 
guard against the evils of war, then must it be ad- 
mitted, that the prevention of Indian hostilities, so 
far as human foresight is competent to that end, 
should be the great care of the Congress of the 
United States. For whilst our exposure to such 
hostilities is imminent, the evils which attend them 
are so peculiar and unmitigated, as to bring on 
those public agents who may neglect to guard 
against them the most fearful responsibiity. The 
presence of an adequate military force at or near 
eaeh of the points where the Indians are.numer- 
ous, is the most effectual, if not the only effectual, 
means of security and defence. In my judgmext, 
such a force cannot be furnished by our present 
establishment; and as neither militia nor volun- 
teers can be employed for permanent garrisons, 
the object can only be effected by the increase of 
the regular army. trust it will be provided for 
without delay. fon 

11. Proposed revision of the pay of certain ofi- 
cers.—My attention having been called, by repeat- 
ed resignations and other cireumtances,,.to the 
pay of the subordinate gades, 1 have looked into 
the subject with some care, and. the, result is, a 
decided conviction that the pay of. the. several 
grades above that of second. lieutenant, and be- 
Tow that of colonel, ought to. be increased; and 
that a new principle of periodical increase in each 
grade ought also to be introduced... |. 

By the law as it now stands, there is no increase 
of ‘the fixed pay and emoluments, except’ when 
the officer is promoted; and as promotion in time 
of peace is generally very slow, officers. may serve 
over ten yers in 


-a single grade; and, -after -a ser 
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.twenty,.or thivty. years, may, stil risen 
highernthen a majority, or even w captaincy. On 
„heather bandy.at will ccessionally shappen..that 
n pesignadons of ethor casualties may produce -nu+ 
23. withinera comparclively. short 
icles. reiaents, which may. lead to 
sp satuata second lieutenant mty; 
Weee-or. fuux: years after entering the. site 
vanced ta.a-captaincy. -To remedy thy 
; Wade uthe pres ent system (when. pron » 
3. slop) and toprevent its inequality whenats 


eae t 
> aecurred, iv, abe, that it would be expedient and 
vad introduse the.additional feature. of increas- 
ay efter five years’ sesvice in, any one 
bly ta, the precedents established. by 
gin relation to surgeons audas- 
of..the army, and by the act of 
the-pay of surgeons inthe navy. 
h,the -introduction.of this princi 
yevive the seale of. pay and emo- 
kanes „ta á moderate increase of. the 
diffe e: thot, of second Jieutenant 
and under that of colonel oc 

hed. dhink would be just to ailow.to second. heu- 
.. tenants, forthe frst Ave years from: the. dates. of 
. their,gammissions, the present. pay. and emolu- 
ents athe? grade; and io those. who have. been 
incorso overdive years, the present pay and 
moiutuents of the frst Heutenant;.to first. heuten- 
8, for thefirst five years, the. present. psy and 
Laamamononts <a captains sad to.those who have 


boen commissioned. over dive years, a. correspond- 
ning fasvease; ang dn ike manner. to. provide foran 


erease ithe pay of those captains, majors, and 
_ dienignand.colayels, who shall have been in com- 
i Ave years;.teking care, however, in 
at the iserease by tucana oF five years? 
pe wlbnot be navn than. one 


joeded, aud waiid not take place. : 
coop AB abe pay, emolumens, aud: allowances now 
giyen by daw, depend op tre grade of the officer, 
corps to which he belangs, and his panticulsr 
tion, aed. circumstances, the attempt to state 


opot 


ixityz and should yon think proper to. submit the 
bject to, Cangiess, the proper information ean 
aid nefore the committees oft at body: tis, 

3 deserving of consideration, whether the 
le mtopter} inthe. sect of 1835, regulating 
y of the navy, by which ail sHowsnces (ex: 
or travelling: expenses when under orders) 
prohibi 


g4 to the pay, may not, to some.cxtent at. least, 
e advantagsously fellowed. The whole subject 
undoybtedly demands revision, especially witha 
yiew to felin dn the departments, of engineering, 
and other kránghes requiring scientific. attain- 
ments Of a hush. order, experienced and. valuable 
eficers. Several of Wat class have.retired from 
‘the army du „g the yeas, induced, as F have. rea- 
son to suppose, by. the inadequacy ofthe exi 


? ) ag 
compensation, and the great demand. for their sere. 


ices bo civili ` M Fees 
2 AR. Prop euse in the pay uf privetes—land 
bounty on re Hils —l think it highly expe. 
dient that tee pay of privates should alo be. in. 
creased, They age. now allowed,. when Serving 
_ 88 cavalry. in the, Siments of dragoons, eight dol- 
lars per months. iñ all other. cases, i 
month, No bounty is giv sce 
enlistment, which is encouraged. by. a pratuity of 
two months’ pay., In. consequence -ofthe reat 
ipcresse in the price of labor, it has been bond 
ditey during the last year, to procure #ble-bödi-. 
„Samen fo supply the places of thoss soldiers: 
-Whote,term of service had expired, and the re. 


)-very'slowly.” Voubmit wh: ther it 


+ -an-experiencedand diser 


entin particular regiments is. rapid, it has -} 


H major of infantry, tobe appointed to ea-h brigade, 


hein in this place would lead to inconvenient pro-. 


d, snd a gross sum. in lieu theres f 


six dollars. per. 
eny except onra second ` 


l Report of the Secretary of War. 


eruting of the secénd- regiment of dr: i 
to fill up vacancies in the other reguinents, goes oa 
benot advisable 
; the servicers of 


s 


i: 


! 
valuable Uanctiese of a fea recruits 
-doubt the prepriely-ef increasing. the bounty « 
Téschiistmient. ‘It-might bewranted in dead at pe 
inconvenience te the Goverament, th 5 
woney, and woulkl-probubly be equally a 
oto the soker. Andas the service of ths 
sonte years torsi 5 i 
frontiers, most of the: mem: wien discharged- in 
that region, would probobly findatfor thei 
rosti to become sotual-settiers. The policy 


9 


oP the 


pudlic] 


frontiers. would. be found, from theie. mititary 
knowledge, among. the most useful of their class, 
These objects might be still farther promoted; by 
giving an increased quantity-of Jand on the condi- 
‘tion of actual setilement, a eee 
13. Proposal for ihe employment of Chaplains — 
Some provision, as it appears to me, -should be 
made for securing to the army the- services of 
. chaplains. ‘The act of Apri! 12, 1808; required 
ong chaplain, with the pay and emolumens- of a 


i 
t 


i 
| 
This. provision. was continued i force until ‘super | 
seded by the. act of the 3d- of March, 1815, fixing 
the miliary peace, establishment; and there is vow 
no authority foremploymg such:an offiter in-the 
army at the public «xpense, except atilic Military 
Academy... ee i jaca ‘ | 
|. The constitution of the United States has wisely | 
proyiged, tual Congress. shall make no law-re- | 
.. Specting an.establishment of religion, or prohibit. | 


t 


lessen thg obligation.of Congress to-furnish'to the | 
officers and men employed inthe military service, 
such opportunities of religious wars! ip and of | 
moral culture, as may-be compatible with tke ap- 
-propriate duties. of the army. And- when it: ig | 
considered that even the commioa soldier resumes, 
sogner or hater, the character of a citizen; how im- 
portant does it become,.that he should be shielded, 
as much as possible, from- tho pernicious influences 
to which @ military life is-tsually exposed? The 
enlightening and tranquiizing fecis ofa regular 
attendance oa public w othip, and the-akbwhich 
a judicious and devoted chaplain may give in the 
premotion.of discipling..and suborci ati 
not to bs overluoaed..in the org 
army. , : ae 3 s 
Singe-1815,theservicesof chapkinsat the fixed | 
posts have frequently b.en secured by voluntary 
scontribunoas, caikieted and: app'ied, as T under- | 
stand, hy the. council ef- administration, ` As the 
officers composing: that..eaunci: avi l be. enabled | 
oto. consult the wishes of ‘the tgarrison, and are in | 
other respects. better. qualified to.make jwticious | 
Selections for services of this nature than the au. 
{horities at the seat of Gevernment, I recomend 
the passe of a law, authorizing: them tosel- ct 
- and employ chaplains from time to time, ang giv- 
. Ing. to the. persons-so employed the pay and-emolu- 
ments. of ssuch grade.as Congress may think’ pro- 
perto prescribe... “fo. each regiment, when em- 
ployed in the.field, the like arrangemént might be 
extended... ti nonon ioo ot ar hoes a 
. 14... Generalcondition of the army, Ee. 


Gi ~The va- | 
ceancies. in, the rank and ‘file ‘being numerous, and 
many officers. of the line being engaged on de. 
tached - service, -or absent: with leave, oron fur- 
| lough, the army, though in a high state of disci- | 
Pline, hes not been found in the fittest condition for | 
active field service, And notwithstanding the suc- | 
cessive orders which have ‘been: issued, | 
officers to join their regiments, f 
officers, has not yet beer 
_Fesigned, and: others being so. situated, by reason 
: of sickness or. other caus 
, sion of,the.orderg in- respect to-them unavoidable, 
These. circumstances, however, only enhance the 
merits.of.. the officers. and men, whether regulars, ; 
marines, militiay.or, 
tered the difficukies, privatioss;and perils ‘of field | 
Seryive..on:the western: fronticnand: 


an, ought 
ation ‘of an 


JIE s 


tinte- jl 


; SR Ju 
Government in regard to the disposvion “of the jj 

sy would thus be promoted; und the | 
settlers whom this arrangement weuld planton the |] 


it has rendered to his country, 


z a . ji H 
ing the free exercise thereof” but this-cannet | 
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everal instances have ocurred ‘during “the war 
‘wit the Sémino’es, in which onr troops have ‘hee 
biy sustained te honor ‘of the Atierican’ name; 
and those who will dispacsionately consider the 
events of the past yew, will find, in the services of 
the. army,: many strony claims onthe confidence 
and gratitude of the mation, Yes? 

‘ in-chief hag. noticed in-his report, 
te terms, the-gailantry and-good 


Lin Florida on the breaking out of hostili- 
nthet quarter. | The merits of that. officer 
i vied by this department, 
resignation was not accepted untilLic.had 
eriained-to have been. rendered . neces- 
a t private aifairs. In consequence, 


bren as 
sary by. imp 
“dotbtiess, of pending inquiries, General Macomb’s 
Yeporti timates no opinion as-to, the conduet or 
operations of any other general officer in Florida, 


or in the Creek country. . This forbearance was 
_manitestly proper, and will be imitated by the.de- 
| patient. -Butit is not inconsistent with the-rule 
thus adopted, to express the hope, that it may.nl- 
_Umately appear that nothing has occurred.to jus. 
tify perm:nent estrangement between. soldiers 
whe tred together the path of renown, nor to.dim 
the lustre of those honorable services, which each 


A 


_ Uke MILITIA AND VOLUNTEERS oo > 
Jt has already been stated, that within the Jast 
year no less than about 24,500 militia -and-volun- 
"teers Have been mustercd into the service of the 
United States.. As these: forces, . when.ia.actual 
Service, form a part.of. the army, of the United 


il Stites, such particulars concerning. those. employ- 


ed during the year, as seemed proper. to-be.no- 
ticed in this report, have been presented under 
the preceding head. 0 000 00 la n 
_ Phe'defecteve organization.of the mil 
notée at longilin the last annual: repo 
Secretary of Wat; and the outlines were st 
ed of a plan for its improvement, which receive 
your sanction, anl was submitted to Congress. in 
the opening message of the last session Nole- 
gislative action having been hail upon the subject, 
I deem it my duty to invite it to yout rénewed, at- 
tention, If any aiguments, in addition to those, 
‘heretofore urged, were needed on this point, they 
would be foun: in the experience of the hast year. 
Whilst the calls ‘on the 'milina have’ been Answer- 
ed in a mannet highly honorable to their patrio- 
tism, they have leg to new ilästrations ‘of their 
deficiencies and organization and discipline. The 
matter has very often béen présénted to th 
sileration of Congress: and until the constitution: 
al power of organizing, arming, and’ disciplining 
thisarm of national defence shall Have been more 
adequately. exercised, it will continue to be a duty 
‘to invoke their enlightened interposition. 
III, FORTIFICATIONS, ARSENALS, ROADS, ETC. 
The present condition of our fortifications, ar- 
senals; and othir works ‘of public defence, will 
sufficiently appear by'reference to the accompa- 
| nying documents from the Engineer and Ordnance 
| Departments; and theelaborate and very able re- 
port of the late Secretary of War, ef the 7th ‘of 
April last, transmitted to the Senate with your 
message of the following day, contains so ‘full a 
view of the measures proper to be taken for their 
completion and armament, as to make any further 
observations on that point ‘superfluous in this 
place. I-would, however, particularly invite your 
attention, and also that of Congress, to the propo. 
„Sals contained in that paper,and in the Jast annual 
report, for the establishment of a national foundry 
for cannon, and to the suggestions onthe ‘subject 
of depts for arms, then also submitted, j 
The reports. of the Chief Engineer, and ‘of the 
head of the Topographical Bureau, must- also’be 
referred to, for a succinct account of the present 
condition of the Cumberland, and-other roads, and 
of the harbors, and other improvements authorize 
ed by law, ; i Sgn 
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remoye some of thse mica) prelensions which 
have occas onally prevailed to the pr judice of 
that establishment, 


By the existing law, each cadet, on his appoint- 
Ment, is required to sign articles’ by which he en- 
gages to serve five years uni ss sooner discharged 
As foaryars of this term, by the regulations in 
force since 1819, are to be spent at the scademy 
the engagement secures tothe United States only 
one year’s service aft)r graduation. It appears, 
hows ver, from the report of the Visiters, that out 
of 841 graduates, the total rumiber from the com 
Mencement of the institution, only 65 had resi 
atthe end of their termof enlistment. ‘The 
ersalfovascertaincd, thit out of the seme number, 
403 still remained in the army; aid that of the 
others, 15had been killed in’ battle, and 106 had 
otierwise died im the s-rvies, ‘Vhese facts illus 
trate te value of the instititionas one of the ef 
fective means of proviiing for the national dèe- 
fence. 


Whilst it thus appears that the public service 
has not been mu'crially prejudiced by the exrly 
resignation of the graduates, Lam yet inclined to 
think that its int s shuld be more effeeruaily 
secured. In my judgment, the engagement for 
service after graduation stiould be considerab'y 
prolonged; wndthe graduate should he made lis- 
ble’by law, in case of bis eischarge shoit of the 
prescribed term, for neglect of duty or other mst 
condu: t, to pay to the Government an + quival n 
for the expens sincurrcd in hi- e 'ucatioi and sup 
port. Sucha prov sion woul! nt only be just in 
itself, but st ems due to other considerations. As 
there is no consti utional awhority to maintain the 
institution, except 08 a part of the military estab- 
lishmen’s necessary to the deere of the country, 
it should be so regulated as to contribute dir 
to that end Such, bo, sto bave been U 
design of the act of 1812, in proscribi g th 
cles above referred to, “Phere was at 
prescrived term ot study; and as positio 
of the cadet on his entr nce was regulated by the 
extent of his attanments, he muplit, and os tun 
derstand, usualy did, complete his course m 
about two yeurs, It wax ‘herefore intended by 
the framers of the act of 1812, that» term ot amy 
service should be s cured, equivalent, m some 
Measure, to the expense incurred by the G 
ernment. l recommend the re-assertion of tiis 
principle in a new enactment, adapted to the 
changes since made inthe term of s uty. 

The Board of Visi ers having sudmitt d various 
propositions for the enlargement of the puble 
buildings, and of the courses of instruction, Lysve 
deenjeu at due to the subject, as weil as to the 
high character of the board, to present ther sug- 
gestious to your consideration and to that of Cour 

ress. ‘They are accordingly embraced in the 
estimates made by the Chie? Engineer, with a 
single exception, which cou d not be submited in 
twat forn, ‘The recommendation thus excepted, 
relates. to the duties of the’chyplain, Hy the se- 
cond section of the act of the Lath of April, 1818, 
it is provided, that there shall be one chaplain sta- 
tioned at the Military Academy at West Point, 
“ who shall also be professor of geozraphy, history, 
and ethics.” ‘To ss-ist the chaplain in the duties 
of his professorship, an officer of the army has 
been.assuceated with him, and the twe instruct in 
the brawches above named, and also in grammar 
and rhetonc, and in the elements of politic: 
ence, including the law of nations snd the co 
tional law of the United States. It has been 
physicatly impossible for th. chaplain to give ade- 
quaie attention to his clerical duties, and, with the 
aid of one assistant, to istructina suitable manner 
in the various studies above named. © conses 
quence is, that the religious. ii tion: of the 
cadets. receives Jess attention than is commensu- 
rate. with its importance, and with the probable 
intent of the act of Congress. The Visiters there~ 
fore recommend, and the suggestion strikes me 
as important, either that the functions of the 
chaplain be separated ir. m, those of the professor, 
or thal another assistant be provided ty aid him in 
the professorship. The latter mode of relief may 
be extended by Executive regulation; but the 


u 
that time no 
1 


former is We: med mest appropriate, and for that 
reason the interposi ion of Congress is solicited, 
Vo INDIAN APPAINS. 

The report f the Commissioner of Indian Af 
Fsirs, herewith laid belore you, embraces a d tail- 
ed acccunt of the operations of bis office during 
the past year: 

It appears from that docum-nt, that within this 
period more than. eighteen. thousand Indians, of 
whom four hundred w Seminoles, sixteen 
thousand nine hundred Creeks, and the remander 
Potawatamies, have reached the west bank of the 
Mississippi, on their way totheir new homes; and 


ribes 
Ti 


cum 


and as htileiof suffering and 
idians, as» in former year; but 
the opposition made by the h stile pontions of the 
Seminol:s. and Creeks, already. noticed undera 
former head, has subjected the Gaverhment, in 
those cases, 10 the pan'ul necessity of resorting 
to coerce measures, which, in respect to the Semi 
noles, ares et continued. 

Tie same report also exhibits the progress 
mide by the c>mmissioners appointed in pur- 
stance of the resolution of the: House of Repros 
sen/atives, ot the Ist of Jay, 1836, requestirg the 
President of the Unitet States ‘to cause mea 
sures to be taken for invest, aung certain alleged 
frauds the purchase of the reservations of the 
Creek Inii ns, and he cames of their hestilities ¥ 
Th nvest gai ns, thus directed, have necessarily 
suspended ihe acton of the Executive on many 
contracts for the sale of Creek reservations; ant 
t re alo oiher d ficulties in respct tothem, 
which will probsbly requie the imervëntion of 
Congress. 

commissioner 


privatio 


has recent'y been spoointedito 
Ceri y eontracts and lotake prov! of r si'ence, 


undertbe y wish the Choctiws o= the 27th oF 
Se ptemmer, 1830, and bas provably entered on the 
duti s a ned him. 


the prowsions in the treaties of 1832 and 1834 
withthe Chickauws, which are to be carried into 
eflest hefore their removal, have been new ly.come 
pleted; ank rangement, i is hoped, will soon 
be conclud d en- thea and the Choetays 
west of the M ss ssipp!, for a portion of thé terre 
tory assigned to the aitor 
casures have been taken for fulfilliig the ens 
agements of the United States contained in the 
treaties with the © ni Ottew s, the 
Swawm Creek and Black “ids of the Ghip= 
pe aud the Wya dots, ratified at the last ses- 
son ol the Senate: 
short time which hy 
ments have been 
Inmediately, at fication of the treaty 
fa the Chere ast of the Mississippi, the ini- 
pry Measures tor carrying it into effect were 
tiken by the Deparment; and thongh much res 
tarded by various unforesven occu 


the care is susceptible. i Ehetr y movements 
deemed necessary to the maintenance of peace, 
and to the enforcement of the treaty, have alredds 
been nouced: Eff ven made 
by Mr. dobn, Ross, and people of 


those: of hi 


whom he is understood to be the leader, tovexe 
Opposition to, the t 
ti 


aty, gud to prevent its execu- 
but it is believed that the steps taken by the 
ernment will ke suflicientto counteract these 

forts. The more inteligent part of the Che- 
rokees sre well satisfied: with the! treaty; “and 
the prompt and faith ful- execution, on our part, of 
its very, liberal provisions, will doubtless secure 
the good will of the great mass of the nation, and 
issue in. their, peaceful establishment with their 
brethren in the avest. 


‘Treaties have been mace with the Indians who 
have. emigrated“ from New York to Green Bay, 
fir Jands én: Both sides of Fox river; and with 
four, bandssof Potiwatami® tingin the State 
of Indiana, for the extinguistiment oF their title to 
the s«ctions of “lands re: a fir them “in the 
treaties of Oc'ober, 1832. > Negotiations have also 
been:commenced with the tadians of New York 
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j| for the extinguishment of their title to lands in 
that State, and for their removal to. the west of 
the Mississippi. With a view to the extinguish- 
ment of the Indian title to the country between 
the State of Missouri and the Missouri river, nego- 
tiations were opened with the tribes interested 
therein for the relinquishment of their rights; and 
treaties to that eflect have already been concluded 
with the Toways and Sacs of Missouri, Omahas, 
Yancton and Santie Sioux, and Ottoes and Missoue 
rias. Measures have also been taken for opening 
negotiations with the united nation of Ottowas, 
Chippewas, and Potawatamies, foran exchange of 
the Iands nerth of the Missouri river assigned to 
them by the treaty of Chicago of 1833, for lands 
south of that river; and. with the Miamies, fora 
crssion of their lands in Indiana, 

The Commissioner points out several defects in 
the laws relative to Indian »ffairs; and, for the 
| purpose of remedying those defects, submits vari- 
ous propositions, to which I beg leave to call your 
attention, as worthy of being presented to the con- 
sideration of Congress. He also recommends the 
removal of the seat. of the superintendency of In- 
dian affairs from St. Louis, where it is now fixed 
by law, to Fort Leavenvorth, or some other point 
on the Missouri river, and the substitution of full 


tes now pressng on the incumbents of those 
offices, a d by the great accessions recently made, 
and hereafter to be made, to the tribes west of the 
M ssissippi. 

From the facts stated by the Commissioner, it 
would seem that the proviso to the act. of the 3d 
f March, 1835, muxking appropria ions for the 
Delaware breakwater, &e operates harshly on the 
miliary ¢fficers in the Indian Department. I cone 
cu ihe propriety of asking from Congress, as. 
an act of justice to those officers, the allowance of 
a commission on disbursements, as recommended 
by the Commissioner. 
innected with the general subject of our Ine 
ion’, are two Measures proposed by the 
Commissioner, which L deem of great moment. 
They are the organization of an efficient system 
for the protwction and government of the Indian 
country west of the Mississippi, and the establish- 
ment of mibtary posts for the protection of that 
country and of our own frontiers, in addition to 
those now xutharized by law. 

‘Those measures are due to the numerous tribes 
whom we have planted in this extensive territory, 
and to the pledges and encouragements by which 
they were induced ta consent toa change.of resi- 
dence. We may now be said to have consumma- 
ted the policy of emigration, and to have entered 
on an era full of interest to both parties. It ins 
| volves the last hopes of humanity in respect to the 
Indian tribes; snd though, to the United States, iis. 
issues: cannot be equally momentous, they jyet 
deeply. concern our prosperity and tignor, Jt 
therefore behooves us, at this junctorgs seniously 
to examine the relat ons w the 
| United S:ates and the inl 


fi 
just and constant execution, 

la almost every treaty provid 
tion of an Indian tribe, the imps tility val wry. 
serving it from extinction, if Jeft aithin the nats 
of sny of the States or organized Territoriesof, 
the United States, and thus. expored to the af 
va-ces of the white popu'atiyn,, À 

Toe advantages.which 


agencies for the present, sub-agencies ofthe 
Creeks, Cherokees, aid Orages, as measures rene- 
dered necessary by the onerous nature of the dus. 


aita TORY 1930 
ing fosithe emiguys, 
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gate in the: House of Representatives, whenever 
Congress. shall make provision for the same.” It 
is’ not te be doubted, that the hopes thus held out 
to these tribes had an important influence in deter- 
mining them to consent to emigrate to their new 
homés in the west. ; 

Although some of the Indians have made con- 
siderable advances in civilization, they all need 
‘the guardianship of the United States. To leave 
them to the barbarism of their own institutions, 
with the inadequate assistance of an agent, and 


the slight control of the general superintendent, - 


would be imprudent as it regards ourselves, and un- 
just towards them, Under such a system, hostili. 
ties will frequently break out befween the differ- 
ent tribes, and sometimes. betWéen tiem and the 
inhabitants of our froitiers, ‘attended ih both cases 
by the usual conseguetices*of savage warfare. _To 
fulfil, ia their trué spirit, the engagements into 
which we have entered, we’ must institute a com- 
prehensive system of guardianship, adapted to 
the circumstance, and wants of the people, and 
calculated to Ivad them, gradually and safely, to 


the exercise of self-government; and at as carly ` 


a day as circumstances will allow, the expecta- 
tions authorized by the passages above quoted 
from the treaties with the Choctaws and Chero- 
kees, should be fulfilled. Indeed, from the facts 
stated hy the Commissioner, it is scarccly to be 
doubted that the Choctaws are already in a con- 
dition to justify the measure. The daily presence 
of a.native delegate on the floor of the House 
of Representatives of the. United States, present. 
ing, as occasion may require, to that dignified as- 
sembly, the interests of his people, would, more 
than any other single act, attest to the world and 
to the Indian tribes the sincerity of our endeavors 
for their preservation and happiness. In the suc- 
cessful issue of those endeavors, we shall find a 
more precious and durable accession to the glory 
of our country, than by any triumph we can 
achieve in arts or in arms; 

The duty of planting a line of posts near the 
borders of the Indian country, and of opening 
along ita free communication for the passage of 
troops, has aulrrady becn recognised by the pre- 
sent Congrese, by the act of the 2d of July, 1836, 
tt to provide for the better protection of the wes- 
tern frontier”? This law authorizes the President 
to cause to be opened a military road, from some 
point upon the right bank of the Mississippi, be- 

‘tween the mouth of the St. Peters anl the 
mouth uf the Des Moines, to Red river, and it 
contemplates the estab ishment of military posts ut 
such places along said toad, as the President may 
deem most. proper for the protection of the fron- 
tier; and for the preservation uf the necessary 
communication: But this line of posts, though 
it will probably be sufficient, if well garrisoned, 
to protect our own frontier, will. not be all that 
caution and good faith will require. To exercise 
the necessary supervision over the emigrated In- 
dians, to preserve peace among the different 
tribes, and to protect them from their savage 
neighbors, we must also establish posts at conye- 
nient positions in the interior of their country. 

The establishment and maintenance cf these 
various posts is due to the emigrat d tribes for 
other reasons. By the most sacred pledges, the 
territory in which we have planted them is to be 
perpetually theirs; the white man, with certain 
tpecified exceptions, is not to reside among them, 
These pledges have been given in he utmost sin- 
cerity; and the American people cannot but de- 
sire that they should be honors. iy redeemed. 
Without a strong military foree—x force ade quate 
to repress the encroachments of the civilized and 
more powerfol race—how can we hope for their 
fulfilment? In the history of the Indian tr bes 
from the Atlantic to the Mississippi, and, indeed 
in the history of barbarians in every quarter ot 
the globe, when pressed upon by a civilized pop. 
ulation, we may read the ‘issue of ‘thes: pledges 
unless we take early and efficient Measures for 
their tulfilment. These measures must be such 
as will arrest the causes which in ali other cases 
have ended in the extinction’ of the Weaker race, 
The-operation of those causes cannot be con- 
trolled by parchment guarantees or mere moral 

sonsiderations; to resist and, counteract them, “a, 
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physical force must be employed, sufficiently 


_ powerful and vigilant to keep them constantly in 


: the act of June 7, 1832; but it would seem to 


check. To my view, nothing is clearer than the 
ultimate failure of the great experiment we have 
commenced with the emigrated Indians, unless we 
secure to them, by military protection, the place 
and the time for the fair trial of that experiment. 
Hf we leave them unprotected, they will fade away 
as other tribes have faded; and the process, as in 
their cases, will be diversified by the same san- 
guirary events. The only difference will be, that 
as the Indians on our western. frontiers are con- 
centrated in greater force than has ever before 
been known in the history of the race, their in- 
roads, if not more frequent, will probably be more 
terrible and disastrous than any which have yet 
occurred. 

When it is considered that the emigration of the 
present year includes great numbers recently en- 
gaged in open hostilities, and that, besides these, 
there are probably many others who cherish un- 
friendly feclings, though never manifested in overt 
acts, is it unreasonable to suppose that they will 
seize the first favorable opportunity to gratify the 
strongest of savage passions, and to re-enact the 
scenes which have so recently been exhibited in 
the south? From them, and trom the events yet 
passing b: fore us, we may learn how much of in- 
dividual suffering and of national calamity may be 
occasioned by. even a small Indian force, organ- 
ized by stealth, and acting with characteristic 
quickness and ferocity. If those events shall only 
teach us to provide, by wise forecast, against the 
repetition of similar disasters, they will not have 
been without their use. It is to guard against the 
recurrence of any such event, as well as to fulfil 
our plighted faith to the tribes now settled in the 
west, that I have felt it my duty toenforce at 
such length, the views presented by the Commis- 
sioncr, 

VI. PENSIONS, ETC. 

The sums paid to pension agents for disburse- 
ments during the current year, amaunt to $2,699,- 
430 66, viz: 

For paying invalid pensioners $276,450 00 
For paying revolutionary pension- 

ers under the act of March 18, 

1818 - - - 
For paying pensioners under the 

act of June 7, 1832, including 

payments made in 135 casesal- > 

lowed under the act of July 4, 

1836 - 3 
Fer paying pensioners under the 

act of May 15, 1828 .- - 
For paying claims under the act of 

July 5, 1832, granting half pay 

to the officers of the Virginia 

State troops - - m 


675,112 66 


1,563,376 00 
137,320 00 


47,172 00 


i $2,699,430 66 
the particulars of which will appear by the re- 
port of the Conznissioner of Pensions, and the ac- 
eompanying tables. 

Under the act of ihe 4th of July last, granting 
hait pay to widows and orphans in certain cases, 
436 claims have been presented, of which 135 
have been adm'tted, and 22 rejected. ‘The re. 
mainder have not yet received official decision. 
The payments already made under this act, have 
been from the standing appropriation made by 
be 
more appropriate that they should be specially 
provided for, and an estimate for that purpose 
will accordingly be submitted. 

It is observed by General Macomb, 
the Commissioner of Pensions, in their reports, 
that the existing pension laws do not extend to 
the widows and orphans of officers and soldiers of 
the regular army all the benefits now enjoyed by 
the widows cf officers and soldiers in’ other 
branches of the service. This arises fem the 
circumstance that the first section of the act of 
the 4th of July last is expressly confined to the 
widows arid orphans of persons who served as mi- 


and also by 


litia or volunteers. 1 concur in the suggestion 
that this difference ought. to be removed: The 
third section of this law has been construed to ap- 
ply to those widows only whose husbands died 
before its passage, As thig construction, though 
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demanded by the words employed, makes a dix 
tinction in the operation of the law which may not 
have been designed, it is perhaps worthy of be. 


: ing submitted to the attention of Congress. 


it appears from the secompanying report of the 
operations of the Bounty Land Office, that 876 
claims for services rendered in the. revolutionary: 
war, and 692 for services rendered during the 
last war, were presented during the year ending 
the 30th of September last; and that of the former, 
40, and of the latter and similar claims, previously 
presented and suspended, 128, were allowed. 

VII. FISCAL CONCERNS OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

To exhibit at one view asummary of the various 
fiscal operations of this department, during the 
year 1886, I have caused to be prepared the tabu- | 
lar statement, marked A, hereunto annexed, to 
which I beg leave respectfully to refer. : 

It appears from that document, that on the first 
day of January, 1836, the various sums then under 
the control of the department, as unexpended 
balances of former appropriations, or by virtue 
of the standing appropriations made by the revo- 
lutionary pension and claimsacts of May 15, 1828‘ 
June 7, 1832, and July 5, 1832, and the acts of - 
Agril 23, 1808, and April 29, 1816, for arming . 
and equipping tbe militia, amounted in the aggre- 
gate to $5,675,746 12. : 

The estimates made by this department for the 
service of 1836, and transmitted to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, and by him laid before Congress 
at the commencement of the last session, amounted 
to $8,393,282 49, making, when added to the 
above sum of $5,675,746 12, an aggregate of 
$14,069,028 61, which was all then supposed by 
the department to be required for the service of 
1836, on account of the objects then authorized 
by law. But in consequence of the military ope- 
artions which became necessary during the session, 
the conclusion of the treaty with the Cherokees 
and other Indian tribes, and the varicus increased 
or new expenditares directed by Congress, there 
was appropriated at the last session, for the ser. 
vice of this department, an aggregdte of $23,- 
242,531 28; being an excess of appropriations 
over the estimates of $14,849,048 79, and making, 
when added to the unexpended balances and 
standing appropriations above mentioned, the sum. 
of $28,918,077 40, applicable to the service of | 
1836, and liable to be drawn out of the Treasury 
during the year, if needed for disbursement—al- 
though it was doubtless known, when the appro- 
priations were made, that in many cases only por- 
tions thereof would be so needed during the 
year. 

During the first three quarters of the year 1836, 
there wasdrawn from the Treasury, and placed in 
the hands of disbursing ‘officers, the aggregate 
amount, of $13,514,456 27; the expenditure of 
which, so far as the accounts have been rendered : 
and settled, wi-l appear by the reports of the seve- 
ral bureaus, and of the accounting officers, here- 
unto annexed. i 

It is estimated that the expenditures which will 
be made during the fourth quarter of 1836 will - 
amount to $6,807,626 92, In this sum is included 
all that remained at the end of the third quarter 
of the different appropriations, amounting to 
$5,000,000, made during the last session for the 
suppression, or prevention, of ‘Indian hostilities. 
Indeed, those appropriations have already been 
expended, or drawn from the Treasury and placed 
in the hands of disbursing officers for expenditure. 

Should the expenditures of the fourth quarter 
of 1836 conform to the preceding estimate,‘ the 
expenditures of the year will have amounted. to 
$20,322,083 19; and the unexpended balance 
which will remain in the Treasury on the 31st day 
of December, 1836, applicable to the service of 
1837, will be $8,595,994 21; but under the stand- 
ing appropriations for pensions, &c, and for arm- 
ing the militia, above mentioned, there will also be 
under the control of the Department for the year 
1837, so much as may be required for those’ ob. 
jects. ` . : ; 

The aggregate of the estimates made by -this 
Depariment for the service of the year 1837, and 
transmitted to the Secretsry of the Treasury, to` 
be included in his general estimate to be laidbe 
fore Congress, is $10,758,431 33; which, if con 
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firmed by the requisite appropriations, will make, 


when added to the balance of $8,595,994 21, es- į 
timated to remain in the Treasury on the 31st day | 
of December, 1836, an aggregate of $19,354 425 | 
54 cts. applicable to the service of 1857; besides | 
the amount which may be required from the | 


standing appropriations above mentioned. 


The various bureaus and offices of the Depart- | 


ment to which the sums making the above men- 


tioned aggregates are respectively referrible, w ih | 


appear by the table annexed, marked A; and the 
details of each aggregate, except those of the es- 
timates, will appear in the documents from those 
bureaus, and from the accounting offices, accom- 
panying this report. ‘The details of the estimates 


for 1937 are included in the statement transmit- | 


ted to the Secretary of the Treasu.y, as above 
mentioned: 

The estimates for the year 1837 include only 
those objects which are authorized by existing 
laws. ‘The estimates for the Engineer Office, the 
Topographical Bureau, and the Ordnance Depart- 


ment, embrace, in accordance with the usual | 


course oflegislation, various amounts which, ~ hen 
added to the present unexpended balances, wili 
constitute, in the case of each of those bureaus, an 
aggregate amount much larger, in all probability, 
than can be actually expended in the year 1857. 
On the oiher hand, the estimat.s above men- 


tioned include noti ing for the suppression of In- | 


dian hostilities, nor for new worksor any oth-r ob- 
jects not already authorized bylaw. A farther 
appropriation is immediately needed for the sup- 


ression and prevention of Indian hostilities, in- | 
f > 


cluding the maintenance of the volunteers on the 
southwestern frontier. The subject does not ad- 


mit of specific estimates; but there is danger that | 
jf cause he could not also have the contract for the 


at least one million of dollars will be required for 
this purpose. 
In concluding, I desire to express my obliga- 


tions to the experienced and able heads of the | 


several branches of the department, for the aid 
they have given mein the preparation of this re- 
port. Having very recently undertaken the tem- 
porary care of the department, and many of its af- 
fairs being very foreign to my ordinary studies 


and pursuits, I have had, in this matter, as well as | 


in others, constant occasion for their assistance. 


They cannot be held responsible for all the sug- | 
gestions contained in this paper; but from me, at | 


least, are justly entitled to this tribute. 
T have the honor to be, sir, 
With high respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
B. F. BUTLER, 
Seoretary of War ad interim, 
Tothe PRESIDENT or THR UNITED Staves. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, 
December 3d, 1836. $ 
Yo the President of the United States: 


Sin: In presenting for your consideration at this | 
time the condition of our Navy for the passed year, | 
l am enabled to assure you that since my report | 
of the 5th of December last, there bas been an in- | 
creased activity in the construction and equipment | 


of vesssels at our navy yards, and in the move- 


ments of our ships and squadrons at sea and on | 


foreign stations. 


The Columbia, a frigate of the first class, has | 
been finished, launched, and nearly completed for | 


sea, 


‘The brigs Dolphin and Porpoise have been | 


built, launched, and fitted for sea. 


The frigate Macedonian, of the second class, has | 
been finished, launched, and equipped for ses; | 
and she is now receiving her crew, as the ship of | 
the commanding officer of the South Sea exploring | 


expedition. 

The two barks, Pioneer and Consort, 
achooner Pilot, have been built, launched, end so 
far equipped, as to be ready for receiving their 
erews. 


The store-ship Relief, has been finished, launch- 
ed, snd equipped, and is. now. receiving her 


stores, 


and | 
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‘The repairs of the ship of the line North Caroli- 
na have been completed, and she is equipped and 
fitted for sea, and is now under sailing orders for 
the Pacific station. 

The repairs of the razee Independence have 
been cempleted, and she is now nearly equipped 
for sea, 

The ship of the line Delaware has been placed 
in dry dock, and her repairs commenced. 

The ship of the lise Columbus, has also been 
put into dry dock, and her repairs commenced. 

The repairs of the ship of the line Ohio, have 
been commenced and considerably advanced. 

The repairs of the sloops of war Falmouth and 
Fairfield, have been completed. 

The sloop of war Natchez, and schooner Gram- 
pus, have been repaired and + quipped for sea, 

The labor upon the-ship of the line Pennsylva- 
nia, hag heen resumed, with a view to her comple- 
tion; and she will pro‘ably be ready for launch- 
ing inthe early part of next summer. 

Phe steam v ssel building at New York, is go far 
completed as to be ready for the reception of her 
engines and machinery; in procuring which, there 
has been same snavoilable delay. It was desira- 
bie tu secure the services of the most able engineer 
in the United States, to superintend the construc- 
tion of the engines and machinery of this, as well 
as other steam vessels proposed to be built for the 
service of the United States. Efforts have been 
made to secure the scrvices of such an cagineer, 
but without success. The first attempt to procure 
the requisite engines and machinery, by contract, 
by udvertiing for proposals, proved abortive ; as 
the lowest offers for the boilers and fur the engines, 
were made by diff rent persons; and the person 
offering for the engines, declined the contract, be- 


bowlers. Arrangements, however, have been since 
made for procuring the ergines and boilers wants 
ed; and the vessel will provably be ready for ser- 
vice in the course of next summer. 

For a detailed statement of the condition of our 
vessels on the stocks, «3 well as those afloat at cur 
navy yards, and the means of completion, as well 
as repair, I beg leave to refer to the reports of the 
Commissioners of the Navy Boar), herewith sub- 
mitted, marked H and 1; and for the amount of 
tiraber, iron and other materials, procured for the 
gradual improvement of the navy, I refer to their 
report, marked L. 

Much has been done in advancing the works 
and iraprovements hitherto authoriz d at the dif- 
ferent navy yards, except at that of Pensacola. 
The worl d provements for which appropria- 
tions have been made at that yard, have been de- 
layed until a permanent plan for the same, after a 
dne examinetion of a board appointed for that 
purpose, could be adopted. 

Since my last annual report, the following ves- 
have been employed in the Mediterranean: 
the irigates Constitution, United States and Poto- 
mse; the sioop of war John Adams, and the 
schooner Shark; the ship of the line Delaware 
having been withdrawn irom that squsdron, and 
the frigate United States added to it, within the 
present yar. 

The frigate Potomac having been employed on 
that station fur pwards of two yesrs, has been 
ordered home, wilh instructions to run down the 
coast of Africs, and visit the settlements at Cape 
Mesurado, Cape Palmas, and Bassa Cove; thence, 
to proce d to Rio de Janeiro, and after communi- 
cating with the commander of our squadron there, 
to return to Norfolk. 

In the West Indies, the frigate Constellation, 
the sloops of war Vandalia, St. Louis Concord, 
Warren, Boston, and Natchez, andthe schooner 
Grampus, have been actively employed. The 
Warren § 
December last, and hasreturned within a few days 
to Norfulk for repairs; and when these shail be 
completed, ste will rejoin the squadron, 

The Concord sailed from Portsmouth, N. H. the 
27th of February last. “fhe Boston on the 10th of 
July last, from Boston, The Natchez from New 
York on the 4th of Augtst, and the schooner 
Grampus on the 10th of April last. AND these 
yessels, except the Warren, are new on tbat sta- 


| tion. 


ed for that station the latter part of 
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The brig Porpoise has. been employed in can 
veying the Commissioners appointed under a re~ 
soluvion cf the Senate, directing an examination 
of the harbors south of the Chesapeske bay, with 
a view to their fitness for the purposes of a navy 
yard. She is daily expected at Norfolk, after 
which it is intended that she shall sail as soon: as 
conveniently may be, to join the West Indie 
squadron. 

On the coast of Brazil, the sloops of war Erie 
and Ontario have been employed: The Ontario 
returned to the United States in June last, has 
been undergoing repairs at Norfolk, and she is 
reported to be in readiness for a crew. ` 

The brig Dolphin sailed in September last from 
New York, with instructions to proceed to, the 
coast of Africa, and visit the settlements at Gam- 
bia, Bissau, Nunez, Cape Mesurado, Bassa Cove, 
and Cape Palmas; thence to proceed to Rio de 
Janeiro, to form a part of the Brazilian squadron, 

in the Pacific, the frigate Brandywine, the sloop 
Vincennes, and the scluoner Boxer, have been 
employed. The shop Vincennes, which pre- 
viously to my last report was ordered to return to 
the United States, by way of the East Indies, ar- 
rived at Norfolk on the 6th of June last. “The 
frigate Brandywine has been ordered home, and 
she is probably on her way at this time: her place 
will be supplied by the ship of the tine North Ca- 
rolina, now under sailing orders. f 

In the East Indies, the sloop Peacock and 
schooner Enterprise have been engaged in. pro- 
tecting as well as extending our commerce. They 
are now on their return to the United States, with 
orders to visit the settlements of the American Co- 
lonization Society on the coast of Africa, near Cape 
Palmas, Bassa Cove, and Monrovia. 

Our squadrons at sea and on foreign stations, 
have afforded to our commerce all the aid and pro- 
tection that their means would permit. 

It was believed that our commerce in the Guif 
of Mexico, and inthe West Indies, would be more 
exposed than in any other quarter. To mect the 
apprehended danger, an wnusua ly large force bas 
been placed at the disposal of Commodore Dallas, 
the commander of the West India station, In ad- 
dition to the vessels already stated as forming his 
squadren, three revenue cutters and three steam. 
boats have been placed under his command: and 
he has bean charged with the complicated duties 
of protecting our commerce, of preventing the im- 
portation of slaves into Texas or the United States, 
and of co-operating with the officers of the Army 
and militia, in prosecuting the war against the 
Creek and Seminole Indians; in tue performance 
of all which daties, his squadren has rendered ihe 
most essential services to the country. 

In maintaining so large a force on the West In- 
dia station, which ought to be sua increased, it has 
not been in the power of this Department to send te 
other stations the number of vessels which the safe- 
ty of our commerce required, and serious apprehen- 
sions have been justly entertained, that our mer- 
chants might sustain heavy losses from the want of 
an adequate force on the Pacific and Brazilian sta- 
tion, especially on the latter, Although these ap- 
prehensions have not been realized, yet a due re- 
gard to the interests of commerce, and the honor 
of our country, requires that a more respectable 
force should be sent to those stations, as, Soon 48 
practicable. There is no serious difficulty in 
sending out sucha force, but that arising from the 
want of seamen; and this d fficulty will be in some 
degree obviated on the arrival ¿f the vessels now 
on their return to the United States. 

When, «i the commencement of the last and 
preceding sessions of Congress, it was-recommend- 
ea that a considerable addition shouid be made 
to the number of our ships jn commission, to meet 
the exigencies of the rapidly increasing commerce 
of our country, it was perceived that, should the 
mesure be adopted, as it has been, by the liberal 
eppropriations of Congress, it would be necessary 
to adopt, at the same time, Measures for increasing 
the number of our seamen. The most ebvious 

means of accomplishing this object, was the one 
recommended, o enlisting into the service of our 
Navy boys over the age of thirteen, and under the 
age of eighteen, until they shall arrive at the age 
of twenty-one years. A bill for this purpose has 
~ 


& 
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beén before the Senate forthe Be 
which, it is: confidently hoped, will: bétoine 
during the approaching sessiotzof Congress? In 
the meantime, as a'largeriumbet ot seanien is re: 
quired for the merehaut'sérvice'than usualy ind as’ 
there-isat’present‘actualiy inithe tiaval-sérvicecof + 
the United Statés, oné-fifth more seamen thin were- 
- employed three'yearg'aro; asd a- greater ‘number ` 
than: Tag! -beén employed ’/at “any: time within the” 
last fifteen years, sume difficulty must necessarily: = 
exist in rectuiting:deamln dequired for immediate 
services” eg hee sey ie Hapdi sagt EE Berea 
‘Thelteims of service of the seamen on the Pai? 
cific and! -Brazilian stations, ate aboutito‘expire.’ 
Those on the Pacific ‘station’ have’ been ordered: : 
home, but will:net probably- arrivé, before: the 
middle’ of January next: “Inthe mean time, the ` 
North Carolina: is‘ordered tothat- station,” requir: 
ing, immediately; a‘largé number of seamen? ane 
Captain John B: Nicolson has! been ‘selected ‘to 
saibin the razee hidépendence, ta relieve the com>’ 
` mander on the coast'of Brazil, who; wher relieved, 
will return with the seamen belonging to his’ stas- 
tion. THe: Independence Wili require a large nume 
ber‘of'seumen to ‘complete ‘her crew, ~ Besides, 
it iximportant-that each of ‘these ships should be” 
attended: by one- or two smaller vessels; but this is 
impracticable in tlie present state ofthe service. - 
Ie--will -be easily perceived, thérefore, that: the 
force’ wanted for thé proteétion ‘of comimercey ex- 
ceeds the means of supply which this Department: 
can immediately. bring ‘into: operation? When! 
therefore, on the 18: of mayi last; ‘it: was provid 
ed by an amendment to the generat naval ‘appro. ` 
priation. bill,’ that the’ President ‘of the United 


ef she tae 


(States should: be authorized to’ send out a surveys | 


ing and exploring ‘expedition to ‘the’ Pacific: ocesn 
und South Seas, I considefe:'it impracticable to fit: 
out : this expedition in a manner to meet the views 
of Congress, : under eight or nine months, With- 
out a serious injury to other branches of the naval 
service, - 3 : Spania 
The ‘only insurmountable’ difficulty, however, ° 
in my opinion, was the recruiting the réquisite 
number of seamen in three or four: months, with- 
out interfering with arrangements already made 
for sending ships to the’ Pacific and Brazilian sta- 
tions; and for'sending-an additional force’ to the 
West Indies. : -e 
As; however, it was your earnest wish that the 
intentions of Congress, in'autlior zing this measure, 
should be carried: into ‘effect with the beast possi- 
ble delay,’and that the expedition should be-fitted: 
out upon the extensive ard tiberal scale which the 
indications of: public opinion-seemed to require; 
and as the: officer, Captain Thomas ap Catesby 
Jones, selected for the éommand of the expedi- > 
tion, gave assurances that the difficulty of obtain. 
ing seamen could be obviated, by giving him pow- 
er to-have them recruited under his immediate su- 
perinfendenes, and furthis particular service, it 
adetermined to Make an extraordinary effurt to 
eccompliah these objects. =- i 
Every facility consisient with the. rules and res- 
gulations of ihe Navy, was afforded Capt: Jones 
jor recruiting seamen intha ménner he proposed: 
and messurce were immediately ‘adopted to have 
one frigate of the second class, one store shi ps two 
barks, ahd one achvoner; ail which he ' consider- 
ed as indispensably necessary to the success of 
the enterprise, prepared without delay. The’ fri- 
gate and store ship; whitch were on the stocks when 
this measure was ‘adopted, have Been finished and 
equipped, and are now ‘reciting their crews; 
and the other: three vessels have: been’ ehtirely.- 
built and equipped for séa,’:-The'whdle have been « 
finished in the most substantial mannet; and adapts 
ed to the particular service fur’ which they‘are-: 
destined. These vessels will-‘sail-‘to“Nomotk to z 
comp-ete their crews, take in their atores}-aid-to - 
await further orders o Goes: ooi oe u 
‘Fo! prevent any delay that: might arise from ‘the - 
want of mathematical, -astrononiical, ‘and i philos 
sophical: instruments; ‘books, ‘taps, charts, &eni 
required for the expedition, Lieut: Wilkes- of the - 
Navy was sent:to Europe, -and-sailed fomi New- 
York on the 8th of ‘August last;ito Make the nes: 
cessary purchases, in-which he has beer success- 
tul asto the greater part: of the: articles: wanted,- 
Fer some instruments however,’ he has ibeén une 
Sloane pom be del fod a eas e Ge nc cogadh ad 


a2: His-returh 
‘ dle-of thissmenth: = (= 


withondt= the’ anticipated success; no more than 


eived, being as yei recruited; and as Captain 
Ones: requires: five ‘hundsdd: and eighteen’ petty 


rines; together: with eighty-five ‘commis-ioned and 


_warrdnt-officers; for bis ‘squadron, il is ‘evident 


expedition can be ready for sea, ; 
i Recruiting‘ seamen for-particular service, may 


ibe attended with great ‘inconvenience, and should ` 


|Aot-be: adopted bat upon the most urgent occasion, 


ceived tobe. -If the exigencies of the Govern- 
‘ment should require of ‘such recruits service dif- 
‘ferent: from that for which they. were enlisted, dis- 


content, and even: mutiny, may be apprehended. ` 


‘Besides, this mode. of recruiting cannot but inter. 
fere with -the recruiting for the general service; 
‘and, ir the present-case, the order to recruit for 
the: exploring ‘expedition, has made it necessary 
‘to adopt the sdme mode of recruiting for the crews 
‘Brazilian: stations. + be i i 
Recruiting for three: distinct objects of service 


at the ‘same: time; while: the ‘usual: recruiting for > 


the -generatservice is’continued; cannot but retard 
the whule,and-compel:us to keep-in receiving 
vessels: much. larger ‘number of recruits, cone 
atantly disposed to desert, than: would be required 
if recruited for the' general service alone. 

: Although’ ‘the number of recruits is small for 
‘any one ofthese objects, yet, in tie aggregate, the 
Humber is quite as great as should be expected, 
when we consider the unusually great: number of 
seamen now inthe naval service of the United 
States, and the great demand for thein in: the 
merchant service, ` 

; Although the return'of the public vessels now 
ordered to the Un ted States, will, to` a considers- 
ble: extent, furnish men for service, yet, sending 
out so large a force as that required for the ex- 
ploring expedition, to be detained for the term of 
three years, ‘cannot but be feit as a serious incon- 
venience; ‘in fitting out ‘the number of vessels 
wanted for the immed:ate pro'ection of commerce. 
i: As it has been evident, for the last three months, 
that ithis exploring -squsdron could ‘notbe ready 
for “sea‘before. the commencement of the: ap- 
proaching session of Congress, nor: indeed until a 
late period: of the’session, -L-have not yet attempt. 
êd to! organize a scientific corps for the expedition. 
But from inquiries: made, Iam happy to say, that 
in most of the departments of science, we have 
gentlemen ready and willing to embark in vhis en- 
terprise,. whose Jabors will reflect honor upon 
themeel. es.and npon the country. . 


From several learned ‘and philosophical societies, 


as well as from. distinguished individuals, L have - 


received the mast ample and satisfactéry-communi- 
Cations; embracing: all the-various subjects which 
it will be necessary toigive in charge to the gentle: 
men who are to conduct the scientific researches, 
which form-the most important objects of the-ex- 
pedition. ; 

` These communications, so prompt'y and liberally 
furn shed, are. in the highest degree creditable to 
their authors. : 


The scientific corps may be organized as soon 


as accommodations can be afforded them in the 
vessels of the exploring squadron, and those ves- 


sels-may leave their place of rendezvous at any 


season of the year when prepared for ses, 
i: Under the acts concerning. naval pensions and 
the Navy Pension Fund, there are, of : 


t! Wilow: Pensioners - + 158 
;. Inva id Pensioners oe >. 308 
i Teta. . ; -> 466 
The afmusl- amount to pay wi- 
L dowa, ie ce. ioa Lot Be. $94,185 
os oito- pay-invali 23,824: 
Pot gee Eig SAP A NEP PEA 
= *<B58,009. -- 
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‘is expected about the mid- 

dit is: believed that’ every proper exertion has“ 
been made to recruit men for this service, but 
bout two hundred; according'‘to” the rétuins re~ 


rofficers, seamen, ordinary’ seamen, boys and ma- 


itbat -a ‘considerable timè must yet elapse before the 


‘such as-that of the exploring expedition was'con. - 


‘of the vessels'about to sail for the Pacific! and” 


~The nominal value of stocks of evry descrip 
tion belonging tothe fund iš $4,143,638 BAP of? 
which ‘$641,600 is, ‘by’ direction ‘of '@hngreas, 
vested’ in the stuck’ of the United States Batik 
and until the law which directssuch investment sha 
be repesled of altered, “this Department: will have* 
_no authority to:-withdraw the money, or make: any?! 
‘diferent investment’ of it df permitted to? edrith’> 
nue in United States Bank stock, itisivery prota- 
ble that many months will ‘eiapse befarerany Mri: 
come caw be derived from this ‘part of the eapitak? 
iaid; in the meantime, the pension fund inaysusd* 
‘tana lossby‘the necessity of selling other’ stdee 
to meet the necessary disbursements: © 
Of widows on the pension list, eig'ity-nine hav 
been paid fromthe ‘day of their husbunds deathy, 
respectively;-and sixty-nine have b- en: paid ‘ohlj 
from the’ 30th day'of June, 1834,'as requited 
the act of Congress of that date, _ Leena 
‘Under the Privateer Pension Fund, the number 
‘of pensioners is 33. ye Pee Hi te 
The annual amount to be paid 
The amount of stock (Marylani 
belonging to the fund, is #4,667°05, ' 
: ‘From this statement it is evident that legislatiy 
provision must be made for the payment of these: 
„pensioners: when’ the fand shail ‘beexhausted, : 
‘which will probably occur before’ the: first‘of 
Muary, F838; ae Reet ay mal etae neg 
__ Iwould, therefore, respectfully suggest thé přò- 
ipriety of making a permanent’ provision for the’ 
‘payment `of these’ pensions,’ which: by law“are ` 
granted “ during disability, or daring tife «e s 
Of the Navy Hospital Fund, the balance on‘ the 
Ist of October, 1835, wus soa iy $52; 878° 79% 
Payments to the fund from the Lat’: H i 
6f October, 1855, to the Ist of: ` 
tober, 1836, E a a SS 


ETEA 


F 


O meee ee 


$78, 219-62" 
Disbursements during the same pee" 0°} 
riod ea 9,509 16° 


Balance on the lat of October, 1836" $75,717 36 


at ee 


1 must beg l-ave to repeat, what I have kereto- 
fore stated, that, urider the act of June 30th, 1834; * 
the widows of officers, seamen, and marines who 
have died in the naval service since the Ist of Ja- 
nuary, 1824; or who. may die-in othe said service 
by reason of disease contracted, or by casualties, 
by drowning, -or otherwise; or of injuries received 
while in. the line of. duty;-are entitled to pensions 
‘equal to half the amount ofthe: pay to.which their : 
husbands respectively were entitled at the time 
‘of ther desths, ey E E N 

‘The act of the 3d:of March,, 1855, “to, reggs ‘ 
late the pay of the Navy. of the United States,” ' 
and which increased the pay of-many of the, ofhi- 
cers, is silent as to pensions. A difficulty aris 
asc-rtaining the proper amount of pensio 
aliowed to the’ widows of naval officers, . 
pay has been increased by this act. oy | 

The pay of a captain in command of a squadron, . 
on a foreign station, was increased to’ four thous.. 
sand dollars a year; when on other duty, to three ~ 
thousand five hundred dollars; and when off duty, , 
to two thousand five hundred dollars. A corres 
ponding increase of puy is made to other officer 

In the case, for instance, ofa captain dying when 

in command of aforeign.stationj‘a question.arises 
whether his widow shali receive a pension to: ‘the: 
amount of six hundred dollars a “year, to which 
she would be entitled: if. the act increasing: the. pay: 
hed not passed; or: whether she shall. recejye ithe i: 
half of the amount to which her husband wasene:5 
titled as.commander.on a foreign station, as a cap- 
tain on other duty, or as:a captain-off duty, i Lik: 


diffiaises ctur with: respect to the widows of- 


‘officers, © 

“The necessity of an’explanatory act, to obviate 
thesé difficulties, was respectfully suggest d. . The 

stibject reccived the‘attention of both. Houses cf 
Congress, but ‘no final action was had upon: it. 
The question remaining unsettled, creates’ much 
embarrassment inthis Department. 


That the widow of a: captain who’ for years has f 


cothininded on feréign-s'ations, but has-returned'to 
his ‘ciuntry, and not ‘on‘duty at the time of his 
death; shall receive but ttle more than half the 
pensioirshe would be ‘entitled to had her husband 


died‘a few: weeks or. days sooner, is evidently un- 


just. Nor is it just thatthe widows of capita ns 
who died of wounds received in battle or other- 
wise inthe late war, shauld receive pensions of but 
a tittle more than half what might be awarded to 
the widows “öf captains dying” since the third of 
Ma'ch,°1835. 

The tank of the officer, it is respectfully sug- 
gested, ‘should regulate the amount of pension to 
the’ widow, rather than the accidental circiumstan ze 
of Sétvice‘at the time’ of his death, 

‘my Jast annual report, I stated that previous- 
ly to the “passing of the act of the 30th of June, 
1834; forthe better organization of the United 
States Marine’ Corps, doub e rations had been al- 
lowed to the commandant of the corps, and to the 
officers of the same, commanding at the navy yards 
at Portsmouth, Boston, New York, Philadelphie, 
Washington, Norfolk, and Pensacola; and. to the 
semor marine officers in the squadrons in the Me- 
diterranean; the West Indies, the Brazilan coast, 
and the Pacific ocean, all receiving the sanction of 
Congress by their appropriations, By this act, 
the'sfficers of the Marine Corps are to receive the 
sara pay, emoluments, and allowances as are given 
to officers of similar grad tes in the infantry of the 
Army: 

‘The act of ‘the 16th of March. 1809, fixing the 
military peace establishment of the United states, 
authoriz- s allowances to the commanding -« fficers 
of each separate post of such zdidijonal number of 
rations as the President of the United States shail 
from timé to'time direct. 

These ‘provisions of this last act were continved 
byan act of the 3. of March, 1815, fixing the 
military pesce establishment. 

‘Whe paymaster of the Marine Corps made pay- 
ments ‘for double rations to officers heretofore re- 
ceiving the same, from the first of July, to the 
30th of September, 1834; but the accountiny ofi- 
cers of the Treasury did not think proper to allow 
thè ‘same, inasmuch as ‘the commands of these 
Officers had never been designated as separate 
stations, agreeably to ‘the rule prescribed. for the 
army. 

This is a case of f difficulty, which, it is reapectfule 
ly* suggested, requires legislative interposition 
Thissubdject received the favorable consideration, 
but not final action, of Congress +t their last session. 
It. is: confidently hoped, that the claims of this 
corps Wil receive the early attention which their 
necessities reqaire, and to which they are entitled 
by*their merits—merits which are much strength- 
engd by.their ‘patriotic conduct, in volunteering 
their services in a campaign aga:nst the Creek In- 
diaiis, in which they have distguished themselves 
by ther zealand perseverance in the duties assign- 
etto them. As, however, they have been attached 
tothe Army, while on this campaign, their merits 
will more appropriately receive the notice of he 
War, than of the Navy Department. 


Tn obedience to the reso'ntion of the House of 
Representatives of the 34 of M-rch ‘last, requiring 
a course of experiments to be instituted, for the 
purpose” of acertaining the efficiency, and testing” 
the safety, of the medium or hghte guns o 
the Navy, ‘and’ of comparing their effets with 
for which they were proposed to 
tuted,” a Board of Commissioners has 


Gorhmodore Daniel T. Patterson, Com- 
modore Thomas ap” Catesby Jones, " Captain 
William’ B.” Shubrick, ‘and Captain’ ‘Lawrence 
Kearhey, to make the course of experiments re- 
quired. ‘Several officers have beén detailed to co- 
opérat with them, and very extensive prepara- 


ointed, consisting of Commodore Charles | 


pose, the memorial of Jolin C. F. 


; ments were made upon these boilers in February 


i but permitted shim to have the use of the boilers 


! improvement in steam-boilers, as stated-‘in my List 
i report}. which, added to the sum expended on 


tions have been mde near Old Pont Comfort, 


plete and satis‘actory manner. As soon asthe 
proper experiments can be made, the results will 
be reported to the House „of Representatives,” 

By your directions, given under a resolution of 

the Senate of the United States of the 24th of } May 
last, that the Executive be requested to cause to 
be made the necessary examinations and surveys 
of the several harbors south ‘of the mouth of the 
Chesapeake bay; and a report of the comparative 
facilities and advantages ‘of the same; for. the es- 
tablshment ofa navy yard, a board has been con- 
stituted, consisting of Commodore M: T. Woolsey, 
Canta Aléx: Claxton, and Master Commandant 
E. R. Shubrick, ‘who were sent*out in the brig’ 
Porpoise, under the command of Lieut. William 
Ramsay, to'make the required examinations ahd 
surveys. Atter‘having made those examinations 
and surveys, the commissioners ‘have. returned to 
New York. Their report will, as soon as receiv- 
ed, be communicated, as required by the resolu- 
ton. 

By your directions, also, a board has been con- 
stituted, consisting’ of Commodore Charles Stew- 
art, Commodore Alex. J: Dallas, and Captain W. 
G. Bolon, aided by a competent engineer, to ex- 
amine the navy yard at Pensacola, and to prepare 
plans for the improvement ‘of ‘the same, ‘These 
commissioners h«ve completed their examinations 
and plans, the result of which will be submitted to 
you ïn a separate report for your consideration and 
approval}. 

Under the act of the 30th of June, 1874, autho- 
rizing the Secretary ‘of the Navy to make experi- 
ments for the safı ty of the steam- pala and 
approp lating five thonsand dollars for that pur- 
Salomon, pre- 
senting a plan of a steam-boiler, composed of 
inverted arches, wh'ch he has invented, «nd which 
he considers as superior to the common cylindrical 
boiler, ‘was referred to me by the House of Re- 
presentatives 

On the assurance of Mr Salomon, that the sum 
of four hundred collars would be amply sufficient 
for making all the experiments ‘necessary for test- 
ing the value of his alleged improvement, t di- 
rected thet sum to be expended in mak'ng and 
preparing two boil:rs, under his inmediate super- 
iutendence, One a common cylindrica! boiler, the 
other upon his plan of inverted arches, Experi- 


last, near the eastern front of the Capitol, in the pre- 
sence of a large number of the members of Con- 
gress and others, but withont any satisfactory 
result. 

Mr Salomon requested me to make further ex- 
periments upon ‘these boilers, which 1 declined, 


for making such experiments'as he mht think 
proper; so that, i! there is any value in his alleged 
improvement, he- has the means ofshowing it at the 
public expense. 

The sum of $519 75 was heretofore expended 
under this act in testing Mr. Phillips’s Supposed 


Mr. Salomon’s supposed improvement, amounts 
to $919 75, leaving an nperpenisd balance of the 
appropriation of $4,080 2 

By the statement matkad W, hereto annexed, 
it will appear that of the appropriations heretofore 
made for the suppression of the slave trade, there 
reinains in the Tressury a balance of $11,413 58. 

The necessary references to papers and docu- 
“ments connected with this report, wil! be found in 
a scheduie hersunto annexed. 

AML which is respectfully submiited. 

; 'MAHLON DICKERSON, 
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REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER GENERAL. 
Post OFFICER. DEPARTMENT, 
_ . December 5, 1836. ? | 
To the President of the United States: 
Str: fn his report of .Jast year, the undersiened.. 
stated the post: roads of ihe United States to be 
about 112,774 miles ‘in, extent, and the. annual. 


to have.the experiments. made in . the. most. coms | 


: ioe for bad 


Hee 


. Sen.. and H Hof Rope 


transportation of the.: mails upor: eA paus 
about 25,869, 486 miles... , : ni o? Sid 
:-On:the first July last, the Post road were-abgut 
118,264 miles in ¢xtent;:and, the -annual franapars 
tation of the mails -was, at the. rate of 27,578,420 
miles; Viz: 


On bors s and in gulkies, ..... . 8, 91,504, ; 
In stages, 17,408,820 
In-sieagmboats and railroad, cars... 1,87 8. 296 


Within the quarter ending 30th: September lagty 
improvements were ordered, on old, mail routes, 
increasing the rate of annual transportation 375,924 
miles, 306,592 miles of which WASI stages, Of the 
routes established at the last session.of.Congreas, 
912 miles have been. put under contract, adding 
140,000 miles of annual transportation.) si: 

An express. Mail has been started within the, last 
month, from. Phdadelphia to Mobile, a distance of 
1,230 miles, adding to the rate of annual transpor- 
tation 895,440 miles. ‘The rate of annual trans- 
portation at this time is little short of 29,000, 000 
miles. 

Of the new routes, 30,557 miles r remijn ‘to be 
put in operation, which wall add. to the aunualser- 
vice 3,487,788 miles, — 

The accompanying report of the First: Assi stant 
Postmaster General, mirked 1, will give this infor- 
mation more in detail. ; 

The number of post, offices i in the Un’ ted. 
onthe ist July, 1835, was 10,770; onoth 
ly, 1836, it was 11,U91;-and on the lst inst 
12,120. 

During the year ending the 30th Tune Jast; 


666 
post offices were established, 345. d:scontinwed; 
and there were 1844 changes of postmasters. 

The number of post offices will be greaily ins 
creased in the com ng yeur, in consequence of the 
great «xtension of maji rout: s. ~ 


The accruing revenue of the department, for, 


the year ending the 30th of June fast, acco 
to statements irom the Auditor’s office, 
told ws, viz: 


Fron letter postages — -~ 


$3,010.49 A 


newspapers and pamphlets i, $76,217.13: 
fines - - 3,054 63 
Estimated for deficient returns - 8,954.00 


Total + $3 398,455 19 

The engagements and liabilities of the depart 
ment for tee same year, were as Foi owa, Via: 

For transportation ef the maiis $1,633,051 76 


Gampensation of postmaste rs « 812,802 67 
slip, steamboat, and way let- wo 
ters - ° -. 26,470.76 
wrapping paper - os 15,013 .82 
office furniture . . 3,508 35 
advertising. - . : 22,596, 43 
mail bags +. . 24, 83T. 44 
blanks. + > 27,029 .06, 
mail locks and k: ys, and si 
stamps - - - 5,877.07 
mait deprëdations;and special : Bae 
_ agents - - 5,113 12, 
clerks for offices - < 122,933 35 
miscellaneous * . 31,389 93 
Estimated for claims not presented 20,060 00 


Total -= $2,735,623 76 
Excess of revenue. over engage- 
“ments and Habilities -~ . $642, 831 43. 


In the the report of last year the excess was es- 
timate’ at $476,227 00; but the revenue. was 
$105,765 19 more than the estimate, and the.ex, 
penditure $60,841 24 less, which accounts for the. 
difference. : 

The revenue of the. ‘Jast exceeds that of. ‘the 
preceding year $404,878 53, equal to thirteen and 
a half per cent. increase. . 

The general condition of, the department on the 

yt of July last, is shown, by statements from the, 
Auditor” s office to: have beenias Diop, iz: 
Due tothe Depapte: o p . i 

ment prior lst Ju- 
, 1835, - e 


_ dgubiful debts. =. T E 
ak , $471,154.04, 


ry 


Oo 
-@4th Cone....2d Sess. 


Due to to the department for the 


year ending 50th June, 1836 -- © 590,111 51 
Cash in bank, 1st July, 1836 - 192,005 46 
Due from the Treasury for extra 

clerk-hire - > - 22,419 81 
Estimated for deficient returns - 8,934 00 


enero. 


_ “Total available means 
Due from the depart- 
Ment accruing prior 
to Ist July, 1835 - 
Accruing within the 
year ending 30th 


$76,542 93 


. June last - 546,240 88 
Estimate of claims not 
presented, say 


- 20,000 00 


- $641,842 01 


Balance in favor of department 


The suspended claims, a part of which has been 
paid, are not included in these statements. 

- Of the old debts, there was paid out of the re- 
venue of the year ending 30th June last, the sum 
of $466,376. 

As anticipated in the last report, the bank debt 
was paidoffin April lust. The cash in bank hassince 
rapidly »ccumulated, and on the Ist November last 
wis $550,000. Deducting all cutstanding war- 
rante, it was $503,721 11. The sum of $83,278 
‘has been paid to Messrs. Stockton and Stokes cn 
the award of the Solicitor of the Treasury, but 
notwithstanding this payment, and a great exten- 
sion of mail service, it is estimated that the cash 
in bank wili exceed $600,000 before the first day of 
May next. 

The accounts of postmasters are rendered, an] 
the quarterly balances paid by them, with admira- 
ble promptitude. ‘There are 1,010 post offices, 
yielding about $382,000, after deducting the com- 
pensation of postmasters and other charges paid 
by them, which deposite their net inceme in bauk 
week:y or monthly during each quarter, or within 
filteen days after its close. ‘here are 9.388 offi- 
ces, yieiding a net revenue of about $222,000 quar- 
terly, which are directed to pay their proceeds to 
contractors immed-ately atter the close of each 
quarter, ‘The number of offices directed to retain 
their funds until drawn upon, is 141, yieldi-g about 
$8,600 quarterly. The balance of the offices are 
special, and pay directly to those who carry the 
mails to them for the proceeds, except a few new 
offices, and others, which are not yet arranged 
under either denomination. 
of actual results, the undersigned 1s warranted in 
asying that more than ninety-five pr ent. of the 
revenue of this department is coilected within 
thirty days after the close of the quarters in which 
it accrues, without any expense therefor whatsv- 
ever, 


| 
$1,284,625 82 


$642,783 81 


From an examination j 


By an examination of a portion of the quarterly | 


accounts, it appears that the increase of revenue 
for the quarter ending 30th September last, over 
the corresponding quarter of last year, was about 
sixteen per cent. «The ratio will probably be as 
large during the whole year, especially as the im- 
provements, the express mal, and the new routes, 
will produce a considerable augmentation. For 
safety, however, it may be estimated at fifiecn 
per cents yielding a revenue for the year endivg 
30th June, 1837, amounting to $3,908,222, 

During the year ending the 30:h June, 1838, the 
new routes and other improvements in the mail ser- 
vice will doubtless prouuce a decided effect on the 
income of the department; and it may be reasona- 
bly anticipated that there will be an advance of at 
least fifteen per cent. over that of the current year. 
1f this anticipation be realized, the revenue of that 
year, at the present raies of postage, will be about 
$4,494,000, exceeding the estimated current rate 
of expenditure at its commencement about $688,- 
000. And it is expected that the department will 
have a surplus of cash in bank before the Ist of 
August next, exceeding $700,000. 

In view of these facts and estimates, the under- 
signed does not hesitate to recommend a revision 
of the present rates of postage, to take effect on 
the ist July next, with a view toa reduction of 
about twenty per cent. To this end, he suggests 
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Report of the Postmaster General. 


the fo:lowing scale ef letter postages in lieu of the 
present, viz: ie 


. 75 miles and under oN 5 cents. 
150 miles andover 75 ~- - 10 
800 miles and over 150 - . 15 
600 miles and over 300 - - 20 
Over 600 miles ` - - - 25 


No better plan than the present suggests itself 
in relation to charges of double, treble, and qua- 
druple postage, and postage by weight. : 

From its simplicity, this scale will be easily re- 
membered. . It proposes to introduce the federal 
currency, renders copper coins unnecessary In 
making change, and saves the Joss to the people 
arising from fractions. It will reduce the Jabor 
now required in making up and examining post- 
masters’ accounts, about one fourth. ` 

If the proposed scale of letter postages shall be 
adopted, it will be necessary to raise the lowest 
rate of commissions to enable the postmasters at 
the large offices to carry on their business. The 
propriety of placing gold coins sent by mail on 
the same footing as bank notes, is suggested, 

Great changes have taken place in the newspa- 
per business of the country since the present rates 
of postage were established. “Newspapers have 
not only increased in number, but many of them 
have grown to an inordinate size. Postage, how- 
ever, is the same, whether the newspaper be great 
orsmall, If not carried over 100 miles and out of 
the State where printed, it is 1 cent; if out of the 
State and over 100 miles, 13 cents, The policy 
of reducing the rates of postage on newspapers 
generally, is doubted. They constitute, in weight, 
probably two-thirds of the mails, arein many parts 
of the country difficult of transportation, and pro- 
duce numberless failures. These considerations 
would be of no moment if it were really neces- 
sary that large quantities of newspapers should be 
transported from one end of the Union tu the 
other, as means of instructing and enlightening the 
public mind; but that office can be as well per- 
formed by the local presses as hy newspapers 
from a distance. To reduce the postage on news- 
papers below the actual cost of Ging them, 
would be to tax the correspondence of the coun- 
try generally for the benefit of the large newspaper 
estabhshments in the principal cities, to the injury 
of all the distant and country presses. Such a 
measure is not believed to be consistent with 
sound principle or good policy. Itis not sound 
principle to tax the business of one portion of the 
people for the benefit of another portion; it is not 
good policy to aid the large city establishments in 
monopolizing the newspaper circulation, to the 
exclusion of the local and country presses. But 
there is justice and good policy in graduating the 
postage on newspapers according to the size and 
weight of the matter to be conveyed The fol- 
lowi: g sca'e of newspaper postages is therefore 
suggested in lieu of the present, viz: 


RATES OF POSTAGE. 


SIZE OF NEWSPAPERS. Carried not over|Cartied over 200 
200. miles, nor| miles, and out 


eut ofthe State. tof the State. 


Containing 550 square inches, 
or under, ~. $ cent. } cent. 
920 square inches, 
and over 550, l} 
over 920 pa | 
inches, 2 


If these rates were reduced one half, it would 
not materially diminish the means of the Depart- 
ment, provided the entire n: wspaper postage were 


` paid ia advance. So greatan innovation would 


probably be inexpedient; but where editors will 
pay in advance the postege of their whole impres- 
sion sent by mail, the Postmaster General might 
be safely authorized to accept one-half of the fore- 
going rates. 

Single newspapers are now 
through various devices and conventional signs, 
to answer the purpose of Ietters, and evade the 
payment of postage. It would check. this abuse 


¿if they were in all cases subjected to double 


postage, to be paidin advance. 

The rates of postage on periodical pamphlets 
may be advantageously regulated upon the same 
principles as those suggested for newspapers, and 


pE 
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|. reduced to the lowest rate which wilt pay for thoir. 


transportation... If a. preference be given to any 
thing, it should be to works on agriculture, 
science, and the mechanic arts; but the principle — 


| is believed to be a good one in relation to the 


mails, that every thing shall pay its own way. 

Fugitive pamphlets may with propriety be sub- 
jected to double postage, always paid in. advance. 

The proposed revision of postages, if taken as a 
whole, would reduce the income of the Depart- 
ment from two to three hundred thousand dollars 
below its estimated expenditures; but the surplus 
on hand will sustain it until the regular increase 
of revenue will cover the difference. 

The frank ing privilege has been so far extended, 
and is by many so unscrupulously used, as to con- 
stitute an abuse which requires correction. Some 
who possess it do not hesitate to cover the cor- 
respondence of their friends and neighbors with 
their franks, in direct contravention of the law. 
A wilful violation by postmasters, when made. 
known to the department, is punished by instant 
removal from office; but public officers of higher 
dignity, though more criminal, eannct be reached 
by the same authority. Violations of law in this 
respect, by those who are under pre-eminent obli- 
gations to set examples of obedience to its pre- 
cepts, are believed to be dimmishing, and there 
is ground to hope that they will soon measurably 
cease, 

An amendment.of the law is necessary in refe- 
rence to the mode of making contracts with rail- 
road companies. The law prescriting the manner 
of making mail contracts generally, presupposes 
the exstence of compeiition in bidding, and is 
adapted to the existing state of things on all routes 
where the mails are carried on horseback or in 
stages. But the reason of the law is not applica- 
ble to most cases where railroad service i$ re- 
quired, because there is no competition, To ad- 
vertise for service on such lines is a mockery. 
Either the department must give When the compa- 
nies choose to demand, or the compensation must 
be adjusted by negotiation before advertisement or 
af erwards. Practically, the power of the. Post- 
master General as to the amount to be paid is un- 
limited, because he is authorized to accept the low- 
est offer, however enormous.., It is desirable that 
this power shail be limited by & law; prescribing 
some fixed basis upon which allsuch contracts shail 
be made. None presents itself so equitable as the 
weight of the mails tobe conveyed. An act fixing 
a reasonable rate per pound for carrying the mails 
a given distance, wouid operate as a resiriction upon 
the power «cf the Postmaster General; whilst it 
would undoubtediy facilitate the making of ar- 
rangements with the railroad companies. At pre» 
sent, the views of the department and those of 
most of the companies{differ so widely as to the 
amount which ought to- be paid, as to render hope- 
less any present prospect of an adjustment. If 
the price were limited by law, the companies would 
expect no more, and the department would not re- 
fuse to pay it, To secure the advantages of com- 
petition where it exists, the practice of advertising: 
might be con'inucd, and the contracts assigned, as 
in other cses, to the lowest bidder. A few of 
the railroad companies have exhibited a disposi- 
tion to carry the mails at prices deemed reasonae 
ble. The most important of these is the Camden 
and Amboy company. ‘The managers of that road, 
justly considering their interests as best secured by 
accommodating the puble and the Government 
on liberal terms, have undertaken to convey the 
mails ina manner, and at a price, which are highly 


‘satisfactory. The Petersburg and Roanvke com. 


pany have evinced a like disposition, as have some 
others. f f 

To render the department measurably indepen- 
pendent of the railroads, and accomplish other 
important results, an express mail has been started 
on the great mail line between New York and 
New Orleans. From New York to Philadelphia, 
and from Mobile to New Orleans, it is merged in 
the great mail carried in railroad cars and steani. 
boats. The great mail is twelve days and seven- 
teen hours, according to contract, in going from ` 
New York to Mobile, and. twelve. days twelve 
hours returning. The express ‘mail is five days- 
seventeen hours going fram New York to Mobile, 
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and five days twenty-three hours returning. One 
day is occupied in transporting the mails between 
Mobile and New Orleans. 

The success of this experiment is not doubted; 
and thesize of the mail already affords an assur- 
ance: that it will produce an income more than suf- 
ficient to support it. 

This mail leaves far behind all news conveyed 
upon railroads, or by any other means, 

lt will give unprecedented activity to commer- 
cial transactions between the north and the south. 
New York communicates with New Orleans in 
half the usual time; all enterprises are expedited; 
the whole intervening country and the Valley of 
the Mississippi will feel the impulse. 

The editors and people of New Orleans will 
receive the news from New York in less than half 
the time it has heretofore occupied in the transit. 
The editors will have the advantage of being the 
original dispensers of the news to their subscri- 
bers; and the people will o>tain it through 
their own papers, without postage, five or six days 
sooner than it can reach them in the New York 
papers, with postage. The editors and the peo- 
ple along the whole route, and to the right and 
left, will participate in the same advantages in a 
greater or less degree. On the other hand, the 
circulation in the south of newspapers from the 
principal cities of the north will undoubtedly be 
diminished. This injury is more than counter- 
balanced by the benefits secured to the local 
establishments; and if were not, it is not to be 
brought into competition with the advantages of 
an earlier transmission and dissemination of com- 
mercial and other intelligence. No measure should 
be taken with a view toinjure the grest city 
establishments; but it would be unreasonable and 
unjust in the Department to withhold information 
from the people of the south, because it cannot 
carry, with equal expedition, the cumbrous sheets 
from the northern newspaper presses, It is, and 
doubtless will continue to be, the policy of the 
Department not to send the news with less expe- 
dition; but to bring the whole mail to the speed of 
the express as fast as it can secure continuous ruil- 
road or steambuat transportation. 

The undersigned confidently believes it will be 
found expedient, within the coming year, to start 
express mails from Washington city along the route 
of the national road to St. Louis, from New Or- 
leans, through Nashville, Lovisville, and Cin 
nati, to connect above with the grest castern anc 
western. route; and from Boston, through albany, 
to Buffalo, New York, Such mails on these routes, 
he believes, would immediately support them- 
selves, and give an activity to business and corres- 
pondence in every direction, which would much 
enhance the general revenues of the department, 
end promote pubiic intelligence, and prosperity. 
Bat sheuld experience or reflection lead to the 
conviction that these enterprises will not produce 
an increase of revenue sufficient to support them, 
they will not be undertaken. 

The attention of the undersigned has been urgently 
called by. the deputy postmaster general of the Brit- 
ish North American provinces to the insecurity of 
correspondence carried on through the packet ships 
between Canada and the United States on the one 
side, and the British isles on the other. Valuable 
Jetters and packets sent from Canada through: the 
port of New York, and from various parts of the 
United States, never reach their destination. The 
only effectual remedy which suggests itself isa 
regular mail across the ocean, and a direct connec- 
tion between the post offices of the two countries. 
By areciprocal arrangement, mails might be inter- 
changed between the post offices in New York and 
Liverpool, or any other forciga port, to be convey- 
ed by the packets, or other vessels, under con- 
tract. The number of letters now crossing the 
ocean is so great, that a moderate postage on them 
would pay the cost of their transportation. There 
is scarcely a doubt that such an arrangement may 
be effeeted, if Congress shall think it expedient to 
grant the necessary power. 

- The object of authorizing printers’ exchange 
papers to pass in the mails free of postage, would 
be further promoted by extending the privilege 
to exchanges with printers in foreign countries: an 


extension which is desired by the printers in the 
foreign provinces bordering on the United States, 
and will be the more useful if the proposed inter- 
change of mails with post offices in Europe shall 
be authorized. 

The building in which the General Post Office 
is kept is not fire-proof, and its valuable books 
and papers are daily exposed to destruction. 
With such ample means as the Government now 
has at command, the undersigned perceives no 
good reason why the greatest possible security 
should not be given to its archives. The other 
Executive departments suffer inconvenience from 
the distance of the General and City Post Office; 
and since the passage of the Iste Jaw which con- 
nects the Post Office with the Treasury, and 
makes frequent references to the President neces- 
sary, that inconvenience is seriously felt by the 
department itself. 

Annexed will be found an outline of the organi- 
gation of the department under the late act of 
Congress, marke: 2 

The Contract Office is overwhelmed with the 
increased business brought upon it by extensions 
of mail service and the new routes. Fts force is 
found to be inadequate to the performance of its 
duties; and it requires two additional clerks, one 
of the first, und the other of the second grade. 

The Appointment Office has a sufficient force 
for the performance of its duties with accuracy and 
promptitude, 

The duties of the Inspection Office are rapidly 
extending, and its present force will not long be 
equal to their performance. Its chief object is a 
rigid supervision over the rendition of postmasters’ 
accounts, and the performance of contractors. 
Conducted with system and energy, it will soon be 
felt on our thousands of mail routes, whenever a 
delinquency occurs. Most of the contractors per- 
form their service with great fidelity and preci- 
sion; but there are afew, some of them on impor- 
tant routes, who evade their contract obligations 
whenever they have a temptation to do so, relying 
for impunity on their adroitness in making ex- 
cuses, and the indulgence of the department. 
They will find it their interest to fulfil their en- 
zagements, or quit the service, In some parts of 
the country where complaints of irregular mails 
are loudest, the fault is not inthe department, nor 
the contractors, but in the rosds. The depart- 
ment is obliged to use such roads as it finds, and it 
is unreasunuble in the people to expect regular 
mails unless they will make good roads. 

My three assistants are assiduousin thelr duties, 
often by night as wellas by day; and in relation 
to their com. ensition, deserve the favorable con- 
sideration of Gongress. 

The Auditors Office is proceeding with vigor 
to accomplish the objects of its creation. ‘The 
disbursement of the Post fiice funds through the 
Treasury, formerly deemed impracticable, is ef- 
feeted with the utmost facility. Post Office war- 
rants are reduced to the size of ordinary bank 
checks, and, with the check of the Treasurer en- 
dorsed, are remitted with the same ease, and an- 
swer the same purpose. Without the inconve- 
nience of specific appropriations, the accounts of 
the department are more specific, more easily un- 
derstood, and more readily examined, than those 
of any other department of the Government, It 
is the desire of the undersigned, which the Audi- 
tor has shown every disposition to promote, to 
render them intelligible to any one who may exa- 
mine the books. 

Difficul y has in some cases been experienced in 
renewing, for six months, the mail contracts which 
will expire on the 3ist instant, under the authority 
vested inthe Postmaster General, by resolution, at 
the last session of Congress, The object of the 
resolution was to facilitate a change in the com- 
mencement of the contract year. To promote 
ihe same object and avoid a like difficulty ia rela- 
tion to the remaining contracts, power is asked to 
let them in the usual mode for four years and a- 
half, which wiil lead to the same result. 

I have the honor to be, 
` Your obedient servant, 
AMOS KENDALL.. 


SPEECH OF MR. EWING, 

Or Ono, ee ey eS 

In Senate, Monday, December 14, 1836-—~on the’ 
Rescission of the Treasury Order. S 

Mr. EWING’S resolutions having been read, he 
spoke as follows: ; 

Mr. Puesipxwr: When I presented these reso- 
lutions a few days since, it was suggested by the 
Senator from Missouri, over the way, (Mr. Ben- 
ton,) that he would oppose them at their second 
reading, for the purpose of being early heard in 
support of the order which it is their principal 
office to rescind. With this I sm entirely satis- 
fied. [also wish to be heard on a subject which is 
of vital interest to the State which I represent, and 
to the whole wesi; and T concur with him most 
heartily in this expedient to avoid delay in bring- 
ing befure the Senate, and sending abroad to the 
nation, the opinions of members of this body- on 
this important subject. I therefore, in accordince 
with that suggestion, which seemed to meet the 
sanction of the Senate, will now proceed to give 
my views upon the order which these resolutions 
propose to rescind, ' ; 

This extraordinary paper was issued by the Se- 
cretary of the Tressury on the 11th of July last, in 
the form ofa circular to the Receivers of Public 
Money in the several land offices in the United 
States, directing them, after the 15th of August, 
then next, toreceive in payment for public lands 
nothing but gold and silver, and cert ficates of de- 
posites, signed by the Treasurer of the United 
States, with a saving in favor of actual settlers, and 
bona fide residents in the State in which the land 
happened to lie. ‘This saving was for a hmited 
time, and expires, [ think, to-morrow. The pro- 
fessed objecr of this order was to check the specu- 
lations in public lands; to check excessive issues of 
bank paper in the west, anù to increase the specie 
currency of the country; and the necessiry of the - 
measure was supported, or pretended to be sup- 
ported, by the opinions of members of this bodys.. 
and the other branch of Congress. But before 
I proezed to examine in detail this paper, its 
character and its consequences, I will priefly ad- 
vert to the state of things out of which it grew. 

I am confident, and I beiieve I can make the 
thing maniicst, that the avowed objects were not 
the only, nor even the bading objects for which 
this order was framed. They may bave influenced 
the minds of some who 4 it, but those who 
planned, and those who ai last virtually executed 
it, were governed by other and different motives, 
which } shall proceed to explain. 

It was foreseen, prior to the commencementof 
the last session of Congress, that there would bea 
very large surplus of mony in the public Tres- 
sury beyond the wants of the country for all rea- 
sonable expenditures. Tt was also well understood 
that the land bill, or some other measure for the 
distribution of this fund, woud be again presented 
to Congress; and, if the true condition of the 
public Treasury were known and understood, that 
iis distribution, in some form or other, would be 
demanded by the country. On the other hand, it 
seems to hve been determined by the party, and 
some of those who zct with it thoroughly, that the 
money should remain where it was, in the deposite 
banks, so that it could be wie’ ded at pleasure by 
the Executive. Hence the report of the Secretar 
ry of the ‘Treasury, made to the two Houses of 
Congress on the 8h day of December, 1835, 
(Doc. 2, page 2,) makis the aggre gate balance in 
the Treasuy, on the Ist day of January, 1836, no 
more than $19,147,C00 ; but now the controversy 
is ended, he shows, in his report of the 6th of 
December, 1834, that the true amount of that 
balance was $26,749,803, making an error of 
$7,602,803. There enters into this, and thence 
arises the egregious error, an estimate of the re- 
ceipts for the last quarter of the then current 
year. After three quarters of that quarter had 
elapsed; after this was in the hands of inferior offi- 
cers, and, in the ordinary course of business, with- 
in the knowledge of his several bureaus at Wash- 
ing’on, receipts within that quarter of about seven 
milions, he estimates the aggregate receipts for 
the whole quarter at $4,950,000, whereas the true 
amount, as new reported, was $11,950,000, making 
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edasurpiug buthe’ proceeds tò calculate it away’ 
in: the year “1836, He’ conj:cturs' thit the ré 
ceps ofthat: year wiil amount to $19;750,000, an 
of shis:he 'abows the public laids 10° produce’ 


$4,000,009: Tne whole receipt being less, by avout ||’ 


$4,000 :000, than sufficient to sustain the estimated 
expenses! of the year. | But in hs report of De- 
cember’6, 1836, he gives the receipts'of the same 
year at $47 691,898; more, by about $28, 000;000, 
than’ his’ estima, and “of this the public lands 
yield /$24,000,000, six times the amount of that 
estimater no ost ae Ot 

= These facts are striking; and ifthe errors origi- 
natein’ mere'mistake, which I am willing to be- 
lieve, they indicate a most extraordinary degree 
of'ignorance as to the business or the country, and 
the diriction of ta capital; or a mind easily biassed: 
and led into error by priconcen éd opinions 

‘But Senators, in the course of the debate which 
afterwards sprang Up ofthe tand bill, went much 
faither than the Secretary of the Tr asury. They 
deticd,” and” most uriequivocilly, that thee was 
any earp'us, ‘or that there: would be’ ‘aby; and; 
When? some’ of us offered an’ estimate ò! what 
Would-be the receipts into the Treasury in the 
current year, we were tld that it would be very 
difficult to fasten that estiinat- üpon ns at this ses 
sion of Congras. T, however, for one, deter: 
mined to reheve gentlemen from all trouble on 
that-scorej-as far as re garded myself, Ca the 15th 
of March, 1836, I sumited my estimate of the 
revenues and expenditure. of the carren year, in 
a.apeech Which 1 caused to be printed ina pam- 
phiet form; In this 1 estimated the receipts from 
customs fir the year at “$19 000,000 


The public lands at more than 20,000, 0u0 
And F make the whole amount on 

shane, and received and receivable, 

tin thet year; in round numbers, 

“without ceducting expendstures, 77,090,000 


n The customs, it seems, have produced ¥23,000,- 
000, which is #4,G00.0U0 more than my estimate. 
The ‘public ‘hinds $24 000,0900—about the sam 
which That supposed. And the footing cf the 
column in the report of the Sreretary of the 
Tressury, which arswers to my estimate of $77,- 
000,000, is $74,441,702, being two and a half mil- 
lions less than 1 conjectured. More than this de- 
ficit, however; is accounted for by the fact that the 
bauk: stock which f shad supposed will fill in, 
within the current year, has not yet been sold, or 
the avails of-it received into the Treasury. 

When the true ‘state of things becamé too ob- 
vious to be any longer successfully contested ; 
when it became apparent to every one here and ` 
to‘the public that there was a lage amount of 
public. money lying in the deposite banks, and 
likely 0 remain there for years, arvinjuey to «he 
pulrlic,and: beneficial to nobody, ‘except bankers 
and brokers; and when no other means seemed to 
offer vf yesieting a distribucion ‘of this fund, the 
country became suddenly: threatened witha for- 
eign Wwar—ind, at ‘one time, thé walls of our capi- 
tol were actually threatened: with ‘demolition by 
the-great guns of ‘the French navy; we-were in 
imminent danger of invasion, and ‘appropriations - 
to the amount of more than $80,000,000 were 
called for by gentlemen who are in favorof econ: 
omy and refurm, to enable the Executive to pre- 
pare. for’ defence. But this “spectre -vanislieds * 
Then. we were threatened with ‘Indian invasion and: 
Indian:magsacre on our whole northwestern fron: 
tier. “Lhe squabble with a miserable horde of: 
naked savages in -the swamps-of Florida, which- 
has engaged the attention oP this warlike adminis- 
tration for the last‘ year, was:magmfied mto-a gen- | 
eraland formidable rising of alf fe tribes east of- 
the Hocky -mountaing,: and military preparations 
were calied for that we might be in armor to do 
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At last a-report-of the Seere- 
y of Was, sanctioned: by: the: Presidents put an 
| end.te all. this abgurdity;:t he: dé posite-bilk passed) 
I aften, a.-desperate‘strupgleys andothei came: this 


stroy its effect. teeta od 
| = Fhis orderigrew . put! ofi the.contest! to which 1 
| have. referred. . It :waseistued,; neti bythe advice 
of. Congress or under the, sanction of any daw. bit 
| was.delayed untib Congress:was: tairly-out-of ‘the 
| city, anst all. possibility -of interference by. legislad 
| tion was removed, and “then: cameé.fomh-this new: 
| and- last expedient: -It was known. that:these fundg;: 
received. for. public kinds, had- become +a: chief 
J goutce of -revenue;.and. it.may have- orcurrdd to 
some .thalthe passage iof:a ‘Treasury order of this. 
: kind would havea tendency ta:embarrass :he coun. 
; try; and. ag the b Hl itor.the-regulation of the depos: 
j. sites had just passed,.the public: might be brought 
to belicve that all the mischief o¢tasioned:by..the 
: order was the effect. of: the.-distribution. bill. It 
has, indeed, bappened: that this sebeme-has. failed; 
, the public uncders'and it rightly, but-that, was not: 
: by: any means; certain at: the;itime the: measure 
_ was devised.: Lt was not then foreseen that. the 
people would as generally see through the contri- 
: vance as it-has.since been: found. that-they da... 


‘Phere may have been various ether:motives which: 
‘led to the mensure: » Many-minds wer e-prohably:to: 


be consulted for -itis not to be- presumed that a 
step like:this: was .tak-n without consultation,iand: 


That is rot the way in which these. th ngs.are done. 
No doubt one effect hoped for by some was, that 
a check wauld be given to the salgs, of the Public 
lands. ‘The. operation oF the order would natural. 
y be, to raise, the price of Lnd hy ra'sing the 
price of the currency in, which jt wasto be pid 
for. But, white this would:be the effect on small 
buvers, those who, purchased on a large. scale 
wou'd be enabled. to sell at an advance of ten, or. 
fifteen per cent, over what would hive been given 
if the United States lanus. had been open.to pur- 
chasers in the ordinary way.. Those who had bor- 
row d money of the depasite banks and paid it 
ou: for L.nds, would thus be enabled to make sales 
to advantage, and by metans of such sales make 
payment to the banks who found. it necessary to 
cali in their Jarge loans, in order to meet th- pro- 
visions of the deposits bill, The arder, there fore, 
was .ikely to operate to the common benefit of the. 
deposite banks and the great land dealers, while it, 
counteracied the effords of the obnoxious, depo- 
site bill. z A . 

There rnay have been yet another motive actu: 
ating some of those who devised this order. There 
was danger that the deposite ‘banks, when called 
upon to refund the public treasure, would be un- 
able to do it; indeed, it was said on this floor that 
the immediate effect of the distribution bill would 
be to break those-banks. Now this Treasury or- 
der would. operate to callect the’ specie of the 
country into the land offices; whence it‘would-im- 
metiiatcly go into the deposite banks, and would 


' prove an acceptable aid to them while making the 


| adoption of thatorder,! > . 

But one of ‘the good effects which ‘it was said 
this order wouk! produce was, that it would pre- 
vent over-issues of the ‘barks, - especially’ inthe 
West. Such an opinion, however, if sincerely held, 
must have grown out of :a very narrow view of our 
commerce and currency. There were no over- 

| issues, save by the deposite banks only, and with 
respect to them the order would have no such ef- 
i: fect, They had made vety.. great loans toJand 


|: Speculators; but that business was all. cut off by- 


| the distribution . bill. : Phat -bill stvaitened. those 
|: banks, and forced them, to draw.ie their loans: and. 
lit was;strongly resisted on. that very ground; so. 
strongly, indeed, that it was not until within two 
ays.before the passage.of-the bill that the. oppo- 
sition could be-brought.to believe that they-could 
‘succeed in passing, it... Same of the deposite banks 
; hadvin their-vaults publis.money.to the amount. of- 
three times their, nominal: capital: : ‘The regula 
commerce and business of the. country did not em- 
ploy much-beyond that capital; the residue conid 
‘only be applied] tocextraordinary purposes. The 


measure-vihe (PRESTR Y ORDER; datendedto:dé i 


guided by the will of a single individual. alone... 


| transfers required by law.’ These seem: to me- to 
| have been among the real motives which led.to the: 


progre:s of trade is steady. ~ Tne commerce’of the 
| colftry-advantes hea reg lar ‘manheri- hte wWoeld 
not-absorbth’s sidden increase of banke-ng resonts 
| ces, but the extra capital -fuuid art otiletiti ideas 
i, forthe parpose of purchasing pablic land? Latge 
|| amountsof! spécie were bérrowed fromthetcpos 
i Sitebanks ancpaid into-the land offices, wHencw It 
was soon after returned to the baike zañd ‘lowed 
gain for the samé: purpose «The discribytiod Bill 
}; put en end to this: itwent:at once'te! cut lap this 
| business by: the: rootsi: ‘The -harharwerestquitled 
| tofpay:ba¢k all thé: money deposited with themober 
; and “above ‘three'f arths: of the sarnount ‘of’ thei 
: Capitdl-actually: paid in; of course; their loans wire! 
i at-once'eut short.: © The Treasury ord ér; therefore; 
| could not be required:to' di ‘what was already done 
y. anvact of? Corgress,cThe patietit-hid alreådy. 
béen depleted: no -sooner Was die: regular physt: 
_ Cian gone, but then in comes'the quack’ doctor} and! 
| at-once. cuts an.artery, to: make the: remedy “peri 
fected < i ee EA si 
._ ‘It has been said in the. President’s: message, and? 
‘in the report of his: Secretary, that alt the:banks of 
the: country: were ‘in-the habit-of making tover: 
‘issues of paper, “atid: thatithis ‘Treasury order was 
i needed as a-check upon such issues." “It is a'mere: 
assumption; ai entire mistake. Whereis ‘the ewit 
idence to prove: it? bspeak: now, of: courses 70, 
ithat part’ of the: Union!where [-résidesandiwith 
i which tam bést acquaitited, aad where this order; 
i has had its. chief effect; and Ii say that the assur) 
‘tion: is wholly unfounded. t1: know)! indeéd,-tHat! 
i the amount of banking: capitul has: been-inéredséd: 
‘of late years: iti may; -sometimesy. -and:iad some: 
: places, have:been: too extensive, but it:hevdr:was: 
so theres | There never has been in that: part of 
tle Union.too much banking capital: The banks: 
have increased their issues, but they- have! not: 
made excessive: issues. The course :of budinésa: 
-with us has changed of late. Four:or fivelyeursi 
ago we sent our stock alive on, foot to. market: “our: 
flour went. to. New Orleans—little or none? of ith 
went to the North. . It them took us from 60 to Q0. 
days to get our. returns: But now, “since «thei 
iepening of -our canal,-we have a: Northern-‘ag-well; 
jas a Southern market; and, according ::o: -the-preai 
‘sent course of trade, it takes:-the merchant from: 
(31x to ten: months.to; make: his returns: «i He must 
purchase, his: produce; let: it: die .by Bim still the: 
‘canals open, :then ship to New-York, and: thuscin= 
|:about ten months realize the proceeds: -One thous 
‘sand dollars turned three times: is the same inthe: 
business of the country as three thousand turned 
‘but once. Of course, as the time is-three times: 
longer, we want three times the amount of money: : 
to do the same business... This has. rightly: ine 
creased three-fold the amount of- bank issues.: 
Besides, banks do- not issue their. notes, upon 
. the specie in their vaults—the notion is utterlyfat: 
lacious: it is the staple: produce: of the country... 
‘which those bank notes purchase; itsis ‘the. pork: 
‘and flour of the West, and the cotton: and: sugar.of:, 
_the South; that is the true capital.on.which the banks. 
:make these issues. The business of the ‘country 
could not be transacted.if:the issues of: bank pst 
‘per.were bassd on the amount -of gold and: silver. 
alone. . Our. banks. at the: west are:solely commer- 
‘cial. They. make loans for no other purpose-thaa » 
purposes of trade; at least if they. knew:the-pur-.: 
pase to. which it is to be-applied, :...They:.do not: 
: knowingly loan their money for: the -purpose of.: 
purchasing public land, not even for the. purpose, 
„of building or other imptovements.,, A- man, toba: 
sure, May obtain a loar, and go and-buy. land with. 
ithe money, but that is not the-course ef gur bank. 
i{ business. - A merchant bays:..$400;000. worth of : 
if pork or flour on acceptances in: New. York; she: 
borrows the money -to:buy-it; but itis the produce - 
which. is. the. capital that the. bank paper repres : 
‚sents; it. is that: which -pays the debt... None of 
| onr banks except that «gold: and silver are to:be:-. 
|: demanded for.their notes. . Drafts are demanded}. 
‘these: drafts meet the bills of exchange; and ‘thus: 
| the whole transaction is setiled. ~ And .who-caks.: 
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yn in. to check or o 
flow of the current., 
n.my speech of the 15th of March last, *to 
çh l have adverted, I explained the manner id 
which the public funds were made to pay for the 
public lands—perferming a circuit from the depo- 
anksto the spsculator; from him to the Land 
fice, and from the Land Office to the deposice 
banks again—thus operating the exchange of the 
‘Public lands by miilioùs of acres to large pur- 
for mére credit, I was denounced for this 
3 but the President has adopted (an 
nop. which I duly appreciate) the very senti- 
ment, and almost the language which I then used, 
in his recent message; ard he tslls us that the 
Treasufy order was intended to remedy this evil 
san évil which Congress had, in fact, remedied 
effectially before the issuing. of that ordeér. | It 
‘would have been a fortunate thing if the mischief 
‘been discovered sooner by the Executive offi- 
eers, and the abuse correcteil before it became a 
‘subject of investigation before the Congress. 
Another object to be effected by ths order is 
the putting dowha paper, and putting up a gold 
‘and silver currency. , This is.its purpose, ‘while 
¿t has been to banish almost ‘entirely gold 
from among us. |, No such thing is now 
ou cannot, in the West, ‘unless 
get a five dolar bil changed into 
Specie in 3 ride uf thirty miles; not that the banks 
do: net pay specie for their notes, but the eff. ct on 
the‘community is the same as if they did vot. In 
go uence of this order, all purchasers of land 
exchange their notes for gold and silver, In the 
town in which T reside, there is a bank well pro- 
vided with resources, and, within a circuit of thir 
ty tor forty miles, there are six or seven more 
equally strong. . Before the issuing of this Trea- 

„order, the paper of thes- banks constituted 
trency of that region ofcountry; but, as it 
dby the wand ¢f an enchanter, that whole 
amuunt of paper has vanished from circulation: not 
a dollar of itis to be-seen, The men who hal it 
earried it to these banks to get gold and silver, 
and the banks, baving redee-.ed it, shut t up in 
‘their vailts, where it remains to gird their pold. 
There are stili soms nous in circulation, but they 
are notes on remote and inconvenient; oints—on 
distant banks in Ohio, on Western Pennsylvania, 
“Western New York, Michigan and Vargmia. Our 
local banks used to. receive th: ir bills as cash, and, 
ag the course of “business permi ted, seud them 
home for.exchange;. but now. they husband their 
own totes, and pay them out, so that paper of this 
kind constitut:s nearly. a'l our circulation, and 
they are so mixed in small parcels on each bank 
that.it would cost nea:ly haf their value to send 
«them -bume and cash them. This is our. gold and 
‘silver currency. The amount of our produce 
lagt yrar was unusually great, and our supply of 
pork. this year, couse qrent upon it, is very large. 
There is now a great demand im the Eastern ci-- 
Hes forall we bave to dispose of: our merchants 
are. well inclined te purchase, but. they cannot do 
‘ity they deal more or less in borrowed capital; and 
nks dare-not lend them. They have tried 
oney‘at.the East, but the Eastern basgs - 
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r , some extent succeeded. [have 
myself seen bundles o: tes issued in Michigan, 
and payable somé State of New York, 
making their way as welcome strangers. among 
us; and such is the sort. of currency with which 
we are obliged to do ‘business; such has been the 
effect of tampering with the currency by individ- 
uals who know nothing: of the matter. Currency is 
a thing which admirably regulates itself, which 
our merchants admirably regulate; but the hand of 
ignorance must nottouch it. The interference of 
such regulators is like the effort of some rude 
giant to move the wheels of a machine which he 
does not understand:.the only. effect.is to ruin the 
engine, or give it a motion directly the contrary of 
that which wa’ intended, 

Another alleged-object aimed at by the order is 
to check speculation. And bere we find.a saving 
provision in favor of residents within the State, 
and of actual. settlers. Thus a discrimination. is 
made by the Executive between different classes 
of American citizens, entitled to equal rights 
under our Constitution and laws. Anattempt was 
made last winter to urge this same measure, or a 
part of it, upon Congress, but Congress refused its 
assent, and now it is forced upon the people by 
Executive authority. No doubt it was supposed 
that the order would be unpopular without this ex- 
ception, and would have an especial bad effect 
just before a Presidential election. ‘Che sale was 
therefore so limited in point of time, as to con- 
tinue just beyond the time of election, and then 
to cease. Can any other reason be assigned for 
the particular date fixed upon? There is.a pro- 
vision ‘in the Constitution d:reetly in the face of 
this order. ‘Those who drew up the order seemed 
to have be n aware of it, ‘and to have avoided em- 
ploy ing the seme words-as: ure usel in the’article 


| of the Constitution” But it is not, therefore; any 


the fess in violation of its provisions. The Con- 
stitution declares that the citizens of each of the 
Unit-d States ssall enjoy ail'the privileges and 
immunities of the citizens of the several Sates; 
even the States themse'ves cannot ‘discriminate. 
But this order gives to the citizens of one State a 
privileg + which the citizens of no other State are 
alowed: to enjoy—that of: paying for public land 
in the ordinary currency of the country, “With 
sume, this argument will have but little effect, 
especialiy as itis directed against an` Executive 
act; but itis not, thercfure, the les§sonnd. But 
there is another which will find more favor when 
that will fal. The measure is uxporezan; asfar 
it has been felt and understood. it 1s decidedly un- 
popular, It‘ is universally condemned through- 
out the “west, aticrast as far «s my acquaintance 
The very discrimination between citi- 
zens of different States is unpopular, as itis un- 
constiutional and ucjust. It is easy, by a fa- 
miliar ex:mple, to show the effect of this branch 
of the order, how it works in practice, and how it 
will strike the minds of plain common men. Two 
ne ghbors, farmers, whose lands are separated by 
the boundary line between Ohio and Indiana, each 
have sons, for whom they wish to purchase land, 
and they set out togetier on a journey into the 
northwest of Indiana to mike their purchases, 
They buy side by side, and enter the land in the 
same office, they are both citizens of the United 
States, and it is the United States that sels the 
land. Yet one of them, he who lives on the In- 
diana side, is allowed to pay in the ordinary eur- 


| rency of the country, while the other must pay in 


gold and silver, Yetthete fences join; they can 
see the smoke of each:other’s chimneys, and noth- 
ing separates them but an imaginary line. Our 
Western people. cannot’ perceive the! justice of 
this. They do not understand it, ani they do not 
lika it; the thing. is generally unpopular. 


Rut now, sir, there is an’ expedient for getting i 
| rid of the effect of this order, which ordinary plaia 


pesple do not think of. Itis the easiest thing in 
-the world for gentlemen ‘who understand how to 
manage it. © There never was any thing more’ hap- 
pily contrived io enable those who are snared sna- 
experienced in business; to get. a selection of the 
Suppose - one of 


urchase” 16,000 seres: 


The. plan has been tried, and I 
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| The Treasury order is the very thing “for hith, 


Ho 
inself with no catt to Tag || 


‘grain ‘region. Yot wbare sebiom “inthe hati 


about gold and silver to make the p 
deed, scorns that cuinbrous kind of mac 
lakes sn easicr-road. He just goes to 

as many of the neighbors as he wants th 
acres of land, and he promises to thea 
the meré use of their‘ names. . That, you 
costs them nothing, and so’ A, B, and C, 
residents of the State in which the land 
he wishes to enter, authdrize him, unde the 
hand, to enter land in their names.” He makeés'hi 
entry, pays for it in paper, and then gets’ 
whole transferred to himself. This gent! 
c«rried no specie; he did nothing to’ help the cir 
culation of pold and silver, and yet very, sitigly . 
gets possession, himself, of all the land he wants, 


while it keeps down the plain\dull man that woutd 
otherwise be his competitor. Thus genius is pa 


of 


tronized, anda gold currency intioduced,“ 
But this is not all. There is yet another way 
evading the order; and it is provided for in the ( 
dər itself. Any man may make'a deposit 
money in the Treasury of the United ‘States, a 
certificate of such deposite is receivable “at the 
land office as so much casti.: It is said; indeed, 
that this is according to a law of Congress. Bit 
what is the provision of that law? "Itis, thafno 
man shalt obtain a certificate for land till he pays 
the price of it into the cffice ofa receiver, or into 
the Treasury of the United States, “My construc- 
tion of this lew is, that the individual must have 
paid for that particular section of land, and not 
merely have made a general deposite of money: 
This, however, has been overlooked, ind the 
dinary course is to depovite a sim of money iti i 
ot the deposite backs; the certificate of whith is 
tent tothe Treasury, and thena Treéasi-y certifi- 
cate is issued for tne same amount: and Tam told 
that’ individuals have" shaved honest’ purchaseta 
ov these cerificates to the amount Of Afen ni 
twenty per cent. ` It took them about a month io 
get this thing well into operation. ` But within 
the lust two montns there has bten about $200,000 
of this kind of specie capital credited! for tti ocea. 
sion. This is nothing but a fair sample of ‘the | 
practical effect of all attempts io juggle with'th 
public mouey. The result always is the injury uf 
ordinary industrious cit:zens, and the enriching aiid 
aggrandizing of those who dre already rich, an: 
whoare keen-sighted and gagacious. ` Ho 
lt has been said, and it is a familiar answer t 
objections such as I have now urged, that, notă 
withstanding all these difficulties, the price of pro- 
duce is high, and that, therefore, what has been 
done to the currency has been for the benefit of 
the country. It is true produce is high, and that 
is the reason, We know inthis coun'ry, from’ the 
papers, the wants of all parts of our extended 
community, and it his happened partly owing toa 
failure of crops, and party from there uses, that 
guun is so scarce ant in very great demand east 
of the mountains, It is nominally high with us in 
the West, but not as high as it should be in pro» 
portion to other things, because our traders cannot 
get funds ty buy with, and competition in the pur- 
chase is put down. As the causes of these high 
prices are not generally understood, I wilt/bniefly 
sketch an outhse of my views on that subject. 
There ig an impression gone abroad thst the Peo- 


i ple of the United States ought, of course, to be 


exporters of grain. But never was there a more 
incorrectid- a. {tis against the ordinances of Na. 
ture, and the whole course of human things, “We 
never can be export rs of grin unless there be 
war or famine in Europe, A great part of Eu- 
rope, the north part of Asia, the north coast ‘of 
Air ca, Egypt, and the islands in the Mediterranean, 
are all grain growing countries. Grain i8-their 
great commodity. England, tuo, is a rich’ grain 
country. Ail these regions of the earth will sup- 
ply their own demands for bread, and até deetined 
ta do so, while a large part of their clothing” will 
be drawn from «ur great Souths: "0 7 oe 
We have at the North populous cities; exten. 
sive manufictories; in ‘add-tion to whch ‘there is 
our immense’ marine, ‘our navy, our merchan men, 
our fishing vessels alf tc be supplied fiom ou H 
6 
reflecting’ that itis but a belt of ‘about four ox Hive 
degrees of latitude: which? id ‘thie couritfy, pro- 
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ducts wileat advantageously. This comparatively 


~ Binal portion of our country is relied on to supply © 


our whole northern continent, the West India 
‘islands, and South America; all of which are, in 
: this. point of view, entirely dependedt upon 
us. Is it then ‘astonishing that the price of 
wheat should be high? It is. no Governmen- 
tal arrangement. It is not the skill of any 
administration which has given to our farmers the 
existing přices. Nor is it owing to any deranged 
or diseased state of the currency, oc of commerce; 
» these prices, in the general, will be maintained; 
for the price, in this country must at last be re- 
gulated by.the price at which grain can be im- 
ported from the Bultic and the Blick Sea. . Acd, 
indeed, we at the west have reason to complain of 
. the prices we get in comparison with those which 
our staples command in the eastern cities. T have 
lately seen it stated that pork is selling at Montreal 
vat $30 per-barrel, and at about the same rate in 
Boston; while inthe West we get what is equiva- 
lent to about ten or twelve doilars per barrel. 
(Mr. Kise of Alabama, here stated that the 
price was $30 in Mobile.) 
~ < The price, am sure, is decidedly too low with 
. Bs. 
And now, sir, believing as Ido that the Treasu- 
. Fy order in question has been productive of all the 
effects I have stated, {1 hold that it ought to be re- 
scinded, were it asa mere matter of policy. Tam 
persuaced that its recission would soon restore 
the confidence of the penple of the West, now so 
extensively impaired. We ought to prevent the 
improper discrimination between specie and notes 
payable inspecie. It would enable our banksto make 
loans to the amount of our produce, and no more, 
"Those institutions withus are skilful and cautious; 
they make no loans for the purchase of public 
lands, nor for any object which will prevent its 
speedy return. In a word, they refuse permanent 
Joans of every kind. Sir, I would prevent the 
Secretary of the Treasury, or any other Fxecu- 
tive officer, from making aa uawarrantable discri- 
mination between different chasses of the citizens 
of the United States. There should be no such 
discrimination. We have no right to set up the 
public property to sale,and thea say to A orB 
this is the price if your business is so and s9, or if 
your poiitics are cf this complexion; but if not, 
you must pay a higher price. It is against the 
letter as wel! as the spirit of the Constitution. I 
would abolish it. It ought tobe abolished. It is 
peculiarly oppressive on the people of the West. 

If there is to bea specie currency, why not try 
the experiment in our Eastern citis? Surely it 
would be more convenient there. A min in our 
western region, if be selects a tract of land from 
the public domain, but is obliged to go away to 
get the woncy to pay fer his purchase, loses his 
opporiunity. His footsteps are tracked by the 
speculator or his agent, and the land is gone. If he 
would secure his section, he must carry his specie 
in hs saddle-bags, and take a pistol in his hand to 
defend himself trom robbers. Is itin this way 
you would compel your citizens to seek out their 
home upon the public doman? As soon as he 
finds a spot to su't him, he must carry away the 
specie to a land offices; and whenever a large 
quantity accumulates there, an ox-cart, with a 
guard, must be employed to tring it back to the 
spot whence he got it. This, sir, has been all the 
specie currency of which we have heard so mach. 
This is the active circulation of the precious metais. 
This is the way in which the Secretary makes up 
his statements on that subject. The money is 
carried one way in saddie-bags, and the other way 
inacart. I would put anend to this state of 
things. ï would try the hard money experiment, 
if it must be tried, on the seaboard, where it is 
easier totry it. Aslong as your land is cffered at 
sale, it is lawful for alf your citizens to buy it. You 
have no right to disfranchise any of them, under 
the plea of compelling them to get up a specie 

circulation, 

It is said by the Secretary that he does not pos. 
sess the same power over the deposite banks since 
the distributing act whicn he did before. He suc- 
ceéded, he teils us, in keeping down the rate of 
the exchanges until the passage of that law. Now, 
sir, there is one species of control, which, if the 


Recission of thé Treastiry Order—Mr. 


Secretary do not possess, Congress does, snd ought 
to exercise it. Itis said that there are several of 
the deposite banks who have millions of the public 
treasure in their vaults, and who ‘use it, by their 
officers or agents, in shaving upon notes or ex- 
changes.. They take’advantage of the difficulty 
of the times, and virtually act as brokers, thus 
keeping up the pressure; and embarrassing the 
public, while they ‘make enormous pfofits out of 
the publc, money. I would institute an inquiry 
into this matter, and if hanks are guilty of practi- 
ces of this kind, I would-at least leave them to do 


„it with their own money, and. not with the money 


of the people of the United States, 


fi 


SPEECH OF MR. BENTON, 
Or MISSOURI, 


In Sendte, Monday, Dec. 19, 1836—on the Rescis- 
sion of the Treasury order. 

The followirg resolutions, introduced by Mr. 
Ew1ne, of Ohio, being at their second reading, viz: 

“ Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives, 

c. That the Treasury order of the eleventh dey of July, anno 

omini one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, designating 
the funds which should be receivable in payment for public 
lands, be, and the same is hereby, rescinded. 

« Resolved, also, That it shallnot be lawful for the Secretary 
of the Treasury to delegate to any person, or to any corpora- 
tion, the power of directing what funds shall be receivable 
for customa, or for the, public lands; nor shall be make any 
discrimination in the funds so receivable, between different 
individuals, or between the different branches of the public 
revenue:” 

Mr. BENTON said it was unnsual to oppose 
joint resolutions at their second reading; but he 
had given notice of his intention to oppose this 
resolution, not for the purpose of attempting to 
arrest its course, but to excite attention and discus- 
sion, and to lay the foundation for a motion which 
he intended to make, namely: to send the subject 
to a committee, and to make i: thé duty of that 
committee to inguire into the operation and effects 


of the Treasury order propos: d to be rescinded, 


and into the conduct of the banks which affected 
to be crippled by it. This motion, and the 
scope and details of the inquiry, will be brought 
forward in due time. : 

The resolution consists of two clauses, the first 
clear, the second ambiguous.: The rescission of 
the Treasury order, excluding paper meney from 
the land offices, was the object of the first clause; 
but the second was without specification; and 
moking no allusion to the constitutional currency, 
and imposing no obligation on the Secretary of 
the Treasury to use or employ it, it seemed to him 
that the whole revenues of the Government might 
be made receivable in paper money. Funds is 
the word used in the resolution; a word which has 
no place in our Constitution, nor in our legislation 
previous to the imposition ofthe paper system 
upon us, and which has no definite or legal mean- 
ing. Itis a paper system phrase; and, in the jar- 
gon of that system, is understood to comprehend 
all sorts of paper credits and securities, and all 
sorts of currencies, :which can be made available 
in the payment of debts, or in the support of 
credite It is a wretched phrase to come into legis- 
lation, and ought to be substituted by something: 
of clear and precise import. Gold and silver is 
the language of our Constitution; and to supersede 
them by tne word “ funds,” is to banish them 
from our financial system, ‘and to open the Frea- 
sury to the inundation of paper money- 

In the observations which he should make upon 
these resolutions, Mr. B. said, he should not confine 
himself to a reply merely to the remarks of the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, (Mr. Ewing.) but looking further 
back, and all around, and having due regard to 
what had preceded this motion, and which was in- 
dissolubly connected with it, he should treat 
the whole subject as it appeared before him, 
and as it had been exhibited te the public. He 
had especially in his eye a certain speech, deliver- 
edin Kentucky, in September last; anda certain let- 
ter, written in Philadelphia, in November last. 
Passages from each of these would be referred to 
at proper places; and, paying due attention to 
these givings.out, and to all the signs which had 
been visible for some months past in the political 
zodiac, he could see, distinctly that two great ob- 


jects. were -proposed to be accomplished by the ‘ 


Senate. 


| {astrumentality of this joint resolution :, first, ‘the 


condemnation of President Jackson for a violation 
of the lawa and constitution, and the destruction 
of the prosperity of the country; and, secondly, 
the overthrow of the Federal constitutional cir- 
rency, and the imposition of the paper money sys 
tem of the States upon the Government and peo- 
ple of the Union. Inthe first of these objects, 
the present movement is twin’ brother to the fa- 


_mous resolution of 1833, but wishout its boldness; 


for that resolution declared its object upon its 
face, while this one eschews specification, and in- 
sidiously seeks a judgment ef condemiationby 
inference and argument. In the second:of these 
objects, every body will recognise the great de 
sign of the second branch of the same famous re- 
solutions of 1833, which, in the restoration of the 
deposites to the. Bank of the United States, clear- 
ly went to the establishment of the papet system, 
and its supremacy over the Federal Government. 
The present movement, therefore, is a second edi- 
tion of the old one, but a lame and impotent affair 
compared to that. Then, we had a magnificent 
panic; now, nothing but a miserable starveling! 
For though the letter of the President of the 
Bank of the United States announced, early in 
November, that the meeting of Congress was the 
time for the new distress to become intense, yet 
we are two weeks deep in the session, and no dige 
tress memorial—no distress deputation—no dis- 
tress commitiecs, to this hour! Nothing, in fact, 
in that line, but the distress speech of the gentle- 
man from Obio (Mr. Ewing); so that the new 
panic of 1836, hag all the signs of being a lean 
and slender affair—a mere church-mouse concern 
—a sort of dwarfish, impish imitation of the gi- 
pantic spectre which stalked through the land in 

nrn $ = 

That every thing might appear in its proper 
order, and every actor in this drama have his 
proper place, Mr. B. would now introduce pas- 
sages from the speech and letter to which he had 
referred, reserving other passages for iitrodac- 
tion iu other stages of the proceedings. And first 


from the speech: 

“Mr. Clay proceeded to speak of the constant TAMPERING 
WiTH THE CURRENCY, which marked the conduct of this ad- 
ministration, One rash, lawless, and crude experiment suc- 
ceeds another. He considered the late Treasury order, by 
which all payments for public lands were to be made in spe- 
cie, with one exception, for a short duration, a most ill advised, 
ilegal, and. pernicious measure, In principle it was wrong; 
in practice it will favor the very speculation which it professes 
to endeavor to suppress. The officer who issued it, as if con- 
scious of its obnoxtous character, shelters himself behind the 
name of the President. 

“ But the President and Seeretary had no right to promul- 
gate any such order. The law admits of no such discrimina- 
tion, If the resolution of the 30th April, 1816, continues in 
operation (and the administration on the occasion of the remo- 
val of the deposites, and on the present occasion, relies upon it 
as in full force,) it gave the Secretary no such discretion ay he 
has exercised. That resolution regutred and directed the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury to adopt such measures as he might 
deem necessary, ‘to cause, as soon as may be, all duties, taxes, 
debts, or sums of money, accruing or becoming payable to the 
United States, to be collected and paid in the legal currency of 
the United States, or Treasury notes, or notes of the Bank of the 
United States, as by law provided and declared, or in notes of 
banks which are payable and puid.on demand, in said legal 
currency of the United States.’ This resolution was restric- 
tive and prohibitory upon the Secretary only as to the notes of 
banks not redeemable in specie on demand. As to all such 
notes, he was forbidden to receive them from and after the 20th 
day of February, 1817. As to the notes of hanks which were 
payable and paid on demand in specie, the resolution was not 
merely permissive; it was compulsory and mandatory. He 
was bound, and is yet bound, to receive them, until Congress 
interferes.” 


From the letter of Mr. Biddle to Mr. J. Q. 


Adams, Mr. B. read as follows: : ; 
PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 11, 1836. 

“My Dear Sir: I proceed to the second subject of our con- 
versation—the present state of fhe eurrency—which I shall 
treat dispassionately, as an abstra ;t question of mere finance, 

“Our pecuniary Condition seeras to bë a strange anomaly.. 
When Congress adjourned, it le the country with abundant 
erops, and high prices for them—with. every branch of 
industry flourishing—with more specie than we ever pos- 
sessed before—with all the elements of ‘universal prosperity. 
Not one of these has undergone: the slightest change; yet, after 
afew months, Congress will reassemble, and find the whole 
country suffering intense pecuniary distress. The occasion of 
this, and the remedy for it, may well occupy our thoughts. 

“In my judgment, the main cause of it is the mismanagement 
of the revenue-——mismanagement in two respécis: the mode of 
executing the distribution law, and the order requiring 
specie for the public lands. i 

“Such a meastire was of itself sufficient to disorganize the 
currency. But it was accompanied by another, which armed 
it with a tenfold power of mischief. This was the Treasury or- 
der prohibiting the receipt at the land offices of any thing but 
specie—an act which seems to me a most. wanion abuse of 

ower, if not a flagrant usurpation. E E ah 

“The whole pecuniary system of thiscountry, that to which, 
next: to its freedom, it owes ite prosperity, is the system of ere 
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dit, Our antéstors caine itero with no money, but with far bet- 
ter things—with courage and industry; and the want óf capital 
‘was supplied by their mutual confidence. This is the basis of 
eur whole commereial and internal industry. The Government 
received its duties on credit and sele its iands on credit. Wien 
the seles df land on credit became ince- venient, fom the com 

Bliéation of accounts, the Jands were suld tor what is termed 
cash. But this was only another form of credit; for the banks, 
by lending to those who purchased tar fs, took the place of the 
Government as creditors, and the Government received their 
notes as equivalent to specie, because always convertible into 
specie. This was the usage .,\ismay be regarded as the law 
ef the country. By the resolv'ico of Congress passed on the 
30th of April, 1816, it was d slaved that “no duties, taxes, 
debts, or sums of money aceru.ng or becoming payable ta the 
United States as aforesaid, ought to be collected or received 
otherwise than in the legal currency of the United States. or 
Troasury notes, or noles of the Bank of the United States, or in 
étes of banks which are payable and “aid on demand in the 
said legal currency of the United States. 

“This resolution presents various allernatives—the legal cur 
rency, or Treasury notes, or notes of ithe Bank of the United states, 
or notes of specie paying banks. A citizen had a right to chéose 
any one of (hese modes of paymeut. He hadas much right to pay 
for land with the nore ofa specie paying bank, as to pay it for du- 
thes at the custam-Rotise. this he denied, certainly any one of 
them might be accepted by the Treasury; but to proscrihe all 
but one—to refuse every thing but the most difficult thing—to 
do this without notice of the approaching change in the funda- 
Taental system of our dealings—is an act of gratuitous oppres- 

on. 

“If he prohibits the receipt of any thing bui specie to correct 
land speculations, he may make the same pra’ ibicion as to thé 
duties on hardware, or broadcloth, or wines, whenever his pa- 
ternal Wisdom shall see us buying too many shovels, or too 
many coats, or too much champagne—and thus bring the en- 
tre industry of the country under his control. 

“ft remains to speak of the remedy of these evils. They fol- 
low obviously the causes of them. The causes are the injudi- 
‘cious transfers of the public moneys, and the Treasury order 
abdut specie, 

“The first measure of relief, therefore, should be the instant 
repeal of the Treasury order requiring specie for lands; the se 
cond, the adoption of a proper system to execute the distribu- 

tion law. 

“These measures would restore confidence in twenty-four 
hours, and repose in at least as many days. If the Treasury 
will not adopt them voluntarily, Congress should immediately 
eommand it.” 

From these documents, said Mr. B. and from 
the speech of the gentletnan from Ohio, (Mr. 
Ewing, ) the charges which are made against Pre- 
sident Jackson, and on which this resolution is 
supported, and for which: the rescission of the 
Treasury order is demanded, are, first, a violation 
of the laws; secondly, a violation of the constitution; 
thirdly, a destruction of the prosperity of the coun- 
try. Mr. B. would join issue upon each of these 
charges, and take each by itseif, and all in their 
turn: and first of the illegality. This charge was 
bottomed upon the alleged contravention of the 
joint resolution of April, 1816, for the better col- 
lection of the public revenue, and although partly 
set out both in the Kentucky speech, and in the 
Philadelphia letter, he preferred to read it entire, 
as the first part, though merely directory, yet was 
directory in ihe essential particular ef showing 
who was to be the active agentin carrying the 
resolution into effect. 


The joint resolution of 1816. 

“That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he hereby is, re- 
quirzd and directed to adopt such measures as he may deen 
necessary, to cause, as soon as may be, all duties, tax s, debts 
or sums of money, accruing or becoming payable to the United 
States, to be collected and paid in the legaj cuirency of the 
United States, or Treasury notes, or rotes of the Bauk of the 
United States, as by law provided and declared, or in notes of 
banks which are payable and paid on demand, in the said legal 
currency of the United States; and that, from and after the 20ta 
day of February next, no such duties, taxes, debts, or sums of 
money, accruing or becoming payable to the United States as 
aforesaid, ough: to be collected or_received otherwise than in 
the legal currency of the United States, or Treasury notes, or 
notes of the Bank of the United States, or in notes of banks 
which are payable and paid, on demand, In the said legal cur- 
rency of the United States ” 

This is the law, continued Mr. B. and nothing 
can be p’ainer than the right of selection which it 
gives to the Secretary of the Treasury. Four 
different media are mentioned in which the reve- 
nue may be collected, and the Secretary is made 
the actor, the agent, and the power, by which the 
eellection is to be effected. He is to do itin one, 
orin another. He may choose several, or all, or 
two, or one, All are in the disjunctive, No two 
are joined together, but ali are disjoined, and 
presentel to him individually and sepaately. It 
is clearly the right of the Secretary to order the 
collections to be made in either of the four media 
mentioned. “That the resolution is not mandatory 
in favor of any one of the four, ia obvious from the 
manner in which the notes of. the Bank of the 
United Stetes are mentioned. They were to be 
received as zhen provided for by law; for the bank 
charter had then just passed; and the 14th section 
had provided for the reception of the notes of this 


institu'ion until Congress, by law, should drect 
otherwise, The right of thie institution të deliver 
its notes in payment of the revenue, was anterio; 
to this reselution, and always held under that 
14th section, never under this joint resolution: 
and when that section was repealed at the las: 
session of this Congress, that right was admitted to 
be gone; and has néver beeh claimed since, 

The words of the law are clear; the practice 
under it hag been uniform and uninterrupted from 
the date of its passage to the present day. For 
twenty years, and under three Presidents, all the 
Secretaries of the Treasury have acted alike. 


-Each has made selections, permitting the notes of 


some specie paying banks to be received, and 


forbilding others. Mr. Crawford did it in nume- ` 


reus instances; and fierce and universal as were 
the attacks upon that eminent patriot, during the 
Presi:'ential canvass of 1824, no human being ever 
thought of charging him with illegality in this 
respect. Mr. Rush twice made similar selections 
during the administration of Mr, Adams; and no 
öne, either in the same cabinet with him, or out of 
the cabinet against him, ever complained of it. 
For twenty years the practice has been uniform; 
and every citizen of the west knows that that 
practice was the general, though not universal 
exclusion of the western specie paying bank pa- 
per from the western land offices. ‘his every 
man in the west knows, and knows that that genc- 
ral exclusion continued down to the day that. the 
Bank of the United States ceased to be tie de- 
pository of the public moneys. It was that event 
which opened the door to the receivability of 
State bank paper, which has since been enjoyed. 

Mr. B. then approached an argument which be 
deemed authoritative in this case: it was the 24th 
article of the Rules and Regulations of the Bank 
of the United States for the government of their 
branches It was made since the passage of the 
joint resolution of 1816, and related to the cel- 
lection of the revenue of the United States. It 
made short work with the notes of the specie 
paying banks of the States, excluding the notes 
of the whole of them from ali branches of the 
revenue, except of such banks as might be situat- 


ed in the same place where the branch bank was 


situated. The notes of these branches alone were 
to be received in payment; if the Secretary of the 
Treasury required others to be ree ived, they 
would not be taken in payment, but merely noted 
asa special deposite at the instance of the Go- 
vernment. This is the article: 


“ ARTICLE xx1V.—The offices of discount and deposite shall 
receive in payment ofthe revenne of the United States, the notes 
of such State banks as redeemed their engagements with specie, 
ant provided they are the notes of banks located in_ the city, or 
place, where the office receiving them isestablished. And alsa 


the notes of such other banks as a special deposite on behalf of 


the Government, as the Secretary of the Treasury may re- 
quire.” 

Here, said Mr. B. is selection, a selection by 
which a few State banks, in no event exceeding 
those in twenty-five places, for there were never 
more than twenty five branches—would have their 
notes received, while the mass of the State banks, 
amounting to many hundreds, were entirely cut 
off. The legality of this selection and exclusion 
has never been questioned; yet there are persons 
who deny to President Jackson the right of msk- 
ing the same selection; and who must stand be- 
fore the public as denying to the President of the 
United States the power over the execution of the 
laws which they concede to the President of the 
Bank of the United States, 

Mr. B. said, that it might well be supposed that 
he had now sufficiently repelled this charge of il- 
legality. He certainly deemed the charge suth- 
ciently answered; but he had other arguments yet 
to use; arguments belonging to that authoritative 
class to which he had alluded, and from which 
the gentlemen making the charge cannot be al- 
lowed to appeal. It would be recollected, he 
said, that about a dozen years ago a committee of 
the House of Representatives had been raised to 
investigate certain charges against the then Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, that hunted down and per- 
secuted citizen, William H. Crawford. These 
charges happened to involve the point now in dis- 
cussion, not as a charge, but incidentally and hig 
torieally: and among the members of that com- 
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mittee thete happened to be-a gentleman who 
the author of the joint resolution of 1816, who 18 
now a member of this body, (Mr. Webster,) and, 
who has signified an intention to speak in this de- 
vate. That committeé made a report, purpuitiig, 
to be the unanimous opinion of the body; aad 
from that report, an extract will now be read: `., 


“ At the time of the-adoption of this resolution, (joint of 1816.) 
debts accruing to the United, States, whether on account of thé 
sales of publie lands, or at the.custom house, or from any othèy 
source of revenue, were in faci teckived in some parts df thë 
country, but evidently in disregard of the iaw, in’ the notes of 
the State banka which did not redeem their paper by cash pay- 
ments. By this resolution it was obviously. ma le the duty of 
the Secretary ofthe Treasury to correct that departure. ftom 
law as soon as practicable; and it was, as is equally obvions, 
imperative en the Department, after the 20th af February, 1817, 
to allow nothing to be received in payihent of debts dus: te, the 
United States, but the legal money of the United States, Trea< 
sury notes, notes of the Bank of the United States, or thoge of 
Sate banks, the notes of which were payable and paid on da- 
mand in specie. The Bank of the United States was incorpora- 
ted in April, 1816, &e. In the early part of the year 1817, it is 
represented by the Secretary, and appears to be true, than an 
arrangement was made wits the Bank of the United States, bY. 
which the public funds were to be deposited in the branches of 
that institution in all places where such branches existed, and 
where’there were no such branches, that bank was to designate 
certain State banks for which it would be responsible, and in 
which such public moneys would be deposited; and notes of all 
banks which the Bunk of the United States would receive in 
depositeus cash, AND NONE OTHER, were to be received 
on sales of public lands. (ig further represented that, in tHé 
execution of iiiséngagement, dificulttes and controveréles atogd. 
between the United States Bank and the State banks thus em- 
ployed in receiving the deposites of the public moneys; andere 
long. the Bank of the United States signified to the Deparument 
of the Treasury, that it could nét continue such arrangement; 
and thal thenceforward it could receive nothing in deposite, 
as cash, but the LEGAL CURRENCY OF THE COUNTRY, 
or its own notes. The agreement with the Bank of the United 
States terminated, for these reasons, on the 30th of June, 1818. 
About this period alsa, the Bank of the United States issued or- 
ders prohibiting its WESTERN branches from issuing any of 
their own nates for circulation. even in exchange fot, or on de: 
posite of eypiecie.” : E ea de “That inst 
tution (the Bank of the United States,) is indeed bound to givè 
the necessary facilines for transferring ths public funds from 
place to place; but this can only mean cash funds; and it is 
bound also to receive money on deporite for the United States: 
but il is not bound to receive in deposite as cash, the bills of 
any bank whatever but its own, ALTHOUGH they may come 


within the provisions of the act of 1816." 


Sid 

This, Mr. President, continued Mr. B. was in 
1824. [t was eight years after the joint resolution 
of 1816 had passed, and two years after the author 
of the letter to Mr, Adams, which has been read, 
came to the presidency of that institution, It is 
therefore, the report of transactions to which he 
was privy and party. The report speaks histori- 
cally, in reciting an agrecment between the Secre- 
tary of the Treasurv and the Directors of the 
Bank of the United States, by which, arnong other 
things, the selection of the State bank notes re- 
ceivable in payment of the public lands, was to be 
left to the Bank of the United States, and NONE 
should be so'received except such as that bank 
would agree to credit as specie; that afterwards 
the bank receded from that agreement, and re- 
fused to receive ANY STATE BANK NOTES 
WHATEVER, taking nothing but gold and silver 
coin, ard its own notes; and fina'ly refused to is- 
sue its own notes in the WEST, even in exchange 
for specie! and thus left nothing but specie to be 
received; and after making these recitals, the 
committee conclude with the expression of their 
own opinion of the Jaw, that the Bank of the 
United S:ates was rot bound to receive in deposite 
as cash, the bilis of any S:ate bank whatever, 
ALTHOUGH THEY COME UNDER THE 
PROVISIONS OF THE ACT OF 1816. 

These are the recitals, and this the opinion of 
that committee; and cerainly they are correct, 
both in the narration and in the judgment, What 
then becomes of this charge of illegality in the 
Woodford speech, and this letter to Mr. Adams, 
thus confuted and invalidated by the conduct. of 
the bank itself? And what becomes of the pre- 
tended injury of all those western banks in having 
their notes excluded under an order from Pres- 
dent Jackson, when they had been previously ex- 
cluded for nearly twenty years under the orders of 
the President of the Bank of the United States? 
Why net complain before? Why not apply to 
Congress to rescind the order of the bank presi- 
dent, as they now apply for ‘the rescission of the 
order of the President of the Union; and the 
politicians and presses which have lavished.dénun- 
ciations upon President Jackson, and: wept salt 
tears over the wrongs. of these banks, and the 
oppressions of the people, on account of the 
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exclusive. privilege which had been given to that 

“institution was taken away. The resolation, if it 
does notin terms repeal the fourteenth section of 
the bank charter, practically renders that section 
to the bank itself unimportant, and imposed upon 
the bank new obligations under the charter ex- 
tremely onerous, and of great hazard to the inte- 
rests of that institution. This never was, it never 
could have been, intended. The law was-not, in 
terms, changed by the resolution; and if the reso- 

‘lation, having the effect of law, is imperative and 
mandatory in this particular, then, mst clearly, it 
follows that it must be general in its operations; it 
cannot be in force in Boston, and of no effect in 
Raltimore; and yet ithas been admitted that the 
collector at New Orleans would not be bound to 
receive a bill of a specie paying bank issued in 
New Hainpshire. ‘This admission, correct in point 
of fact, gives to this measure its true character. It 
Clearly shows that the framer of this resolation 
himself did not regard it as an absolute provision 
of law, but rather as a matter of practice, which 
was to be. confided to the sound discretion of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

The Bank of the United States was to receive 
in deposite the money of the Government; and 
it was bound to transfer, from place to place, 
without charge, the public funds; and yet, as I 
have before said, immediately after the passage 
of the joint resolution of 1816, the bank itself re- 
fused to receive or deposite the biils of specie- 
paying banks, and pass them to the generalcre- 
dit of the Government, and to transfer them, 
without charge, asa part and portion of the pub- 
Tic fands. The Senator from Mussachusatts, in 
his report’in the case of Mr. Crawford, says: 

“That institution (the United States Bark) is 
indeed bound to give necessary facilities for trans- 
ferring the public funds froin place to place; but 
this can only mean cash funds; and it is bound also 
to receive money in deposite for the United States; 
but it is not bound to receive in deposite, as cash, 
the bills of any banks whatever but is own, Ql 
though they may come wilhin the provisions of 
the resolution of 1816” Ard thus the course 
of the bank was justified, and its proceeding 
never called forth any action of Congress ex- 
preszive of its dsapprobation. But how could 
such a course of procecding be justified if the 
bilis uf State banks paid in specie on demand 
were by law added to the currency of the country? 
If the receivers were bound at ail events to take 
the bills cf specie-paying banks in payment for 
public lands and for customs, the United States 
Bank were also bound to receive them in depo- 
posite. ‘They went to make up a part of the 
public funds of the Governmen; and yet receiy- 
ers were justified ia not taking: the bills Of spc 
paying beaks in payment for (he public dues, and 
the Bank was justified in ising to receive 
them in deposite, and of transferring them asa 
part of the funds of the Government without 
charge. This is wholly irreconcileable with the 
idea, and with the fact, that such bills had been 
legalized, absolutely and unqualifiedly, as cur- 
rency. 

The resolution could notin any wav affect the 
power of the President over the su ject. He 
was bound to see the laws faithfully executed. 
The laws remained unaltered, the same af- 
ter as before the resolution. The power and the 


duty of the President was the same after us before | 


the resolution. 

The consiruction which I have now given to 
the resolution of 1816, has been given to it not 
only by public officers, but that construction has 
been sustained by Congress, with reference to 
this subject, from that time to the present, and not 
until this period has th: correctness of this con- 
struction, and of the corr sponding practice of the 
Government, been questioned. 

_ In a report tọ the Senate, made by the present 
Secretary of the Treasury at the Jast session of 
Congress, he remarked, that, according to a 
construction adopted by Mr. Hamilton, “the 
Treasury into which the money was to be eventu- 
ally paid, as the ehief pecuniary agent of the 
Government, could. waive its right to specie, 
and.could consent to receive the notes of State 
panke, when deemed by it in all respects egiya- 


lent to specie; and by the joint resolution of Con- 
gress in 1816, which impliedly gave some sanc- 
tion to this original practice, by prohibiting the 
Treasvry Department Jonger to receive the notes 


of State banks not paying specie, and which it. 


had in the great emergencies of the war allowed 
to be taken for public duss. The clause in the 
joint resolution of 1816, not forbidding the re- 
ceipt of notes of State banks paying specie, has not 
bren understood as amounting to an express grant 
of power, making those State notes a tender for 
public dues; else the explicit favor granted to the 
United States bank notes alene would have been 
nugatory.” 

Mr. Crawford, in 1817, after the establishment 
of the United States Bank, issued circulars pro- 
hibiting United States officers from receiving any 
bills which will not be received hy them and credited 
as cash—and why was this? It will be recollected 
that by the 16th section of the charter, the money 
of the United States was to be deposited in the 
bank and its branches, Thischarter had been ac- 
cepted,and the corporation had gone into operation 
under it, and was bound to receive in depesite the 
money, the legal curreney, of the country; but 
among its first acts, as I have before said, was an 
unconditional refusal to receive on general deposite 


the bills of State Banks, even the bills of those 


State Banks payable and paid on demand in spe- 
cie. It results from this fact, that the Bank of 
the United States considered that the bills of local 
banks, be their character ever so rood, were not 
money, were not legal currency which they were 
bound to take in deposite, and hence this circular 
of Mr. Crawford became necessary. 

¥n-1826 Mr. Rush extended this indulgence to 
certain enumerated State banks—not to all the 
specie paying banks of the country, but to certain 
specified banks; but enjoined that “as the receipt 
of any of ihe local or Stats tank notes may be dis- 
continued at any time without previous notice, it 
will be well for those who have payments to make, 


| to provide themselves with spezic, or notes of the 


United States Bank or its branches, to guard 
against change that may be found proper in re- 
gard t» the notes of the local or State banks.” 

If that joint resolution of 1816 was imperative 
and obligatory, it is somewhat eurprising that it 
should have received such a commentary from the 
head of the Treasury Department. 

Mr. Taney, the late Secretary of the Treasury, 
issned a circular dated March 26, 1834, in which 
he says: 

‘Reports occasionally reacii Washington, unfa- 
vorable to the credit of particular State banks. 
Many of these rumors are, no doubt, without foun- 
dation; butit isthe duty of public officers to be 
continually watchful of the public interests, and 
it therefore is expected that you will be carefal to 
receive the notes of no banks except such as are 
in good credit, and pay specie promptly for their 
notes when presented; and you areto receive none 
except such asthe bank in which you deposite will 
agree to pass to the credit of the United States as 
eas’: and, in order to remove all possible grounds 
of controversy or complaint, yeu will immediately, 
on the receipt of this letter, obtain from the bank 
in which you deposite, a list of the State banks 
whose notes they will consent to receive and pass 
to the credit of the United States as above men- 
tioned.” 

Keepudisting the idea that receivers were bound 
atall events, to take the notes of sil specie-paying 
banks in payment, but that the United States Bank 
formerly, and the deposite banks since, should 
have the selection “of those whose nates should 
be received on account of the revenue.” 

If this joint resolution was absolutely binding, it 
is difficalt to account for the fact, that it has neve» 
been observed, but has been disregarded univer- 
sally, by the fiscal agents of the Government, with- 
out calling forth any action of Congress, If it 
was a right secured to specie paying banks, it is 
wonderful that not one of those numerous institu- 
tions has ever presumed to. lay its grievances be- 
fore Congress, thet the agents of the Government 
had refused to receive its paper in payment of cus- 
foms, or of lands, which they were bound to do 
under ihe joint resolution of 1816, j 

I cannot then gonsider the order of the Lith J uly 
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last as illegai—as against the material binding pro- 
Visions of the resolution of the 30th April, 1816. 
I cannot regard the issuing of that order as any 
assumpticn of power on the part of the President, 
And foraught I see, the order must stand, unless 
the President shall see fit himself to withdraw ‘it; 
or unless Congress, by its own legislation, shall 
take away the foundation upon which that order 
rests—shall pass some law that shail render the order 
itself incperative. 

In reference to the policy and expediency of 
that measure, I am free to admit, that a great di- 
versity of opinion is entertained by different por- 
tions of the business community. Tbe President 
says that he direeted the issuing ef the order 
with a- view to the safety of ihe public funds, and 
to the-interests of the people generally. No man, 
unless familiarly acquainted with the state and con- 
dition of the baoks which had in deposite the 
public funds, the practices of those institutions 
with reference to the facilities furnished io the 
purchasers of the public domain, the amount of 
the actual sales of the public lands, and the means 
used in making tùese acquisitions from time to 
time, could determine the policy, expediency, ot 
necessity, of such an order as that which was 
i:sued on the Lith of July last. 

The reasons which induced the President to 
direct the issuing of the specie circular, are given 
in the circular, and in the messsage, and in the res 
port of the Secretary of the Treasury. {t seems 
tome they were reasons.in no way conflicting 
with the constitution or the law. Certainly some 
of the very ressons had been urged by gen- 
temen on the other side during the last session of 
Congress. Th save the publie domain from passa 
ing into the hands of speculators; to preveni an 
improper use of the public funds in deposite; to 
check the issues of over-trading banks, and to save 
the property of the nation, were among the rea- 
sons which induced the Executive to send forth 
the specie circular, And these very considerations 
were reiterated time and again on this floor in the 
course of the Jast sesssion, in relation to the secu- 
rily and safety of the money of the nation then de- 
posited in the State banks. f 

The President, then, was bound, if the ressons 
stated were founded in fact, to issue this order, 
which was to effect the very objects so much de- 
sired at the last ‘session—ihe safety of the publie 
funds, ond ihe preservation of the public domain. 

The order could never have been issued from 
any political considerations—from any desire for 
individual popularity; every man must have known 
that its politicel effect would have been precisely 
that which has been produced. Higher conside- 
rations thara thirst for personal popularity, or for 
political distinction, must have prompted the 
President to have issued this order. It wag no- 
thing Jess than a settled conviction that the public 
interest demanded the measure. He designed it 
as a mere temporary expedient; and it remains 
now for Congress to decide whether any thing, 
and if any thing, what, shall be done in relation to 
this matier. 

I am net, Mr. President, however, so much in 
favor of an exclusive metallic currency, that I am 
prepared, atthe present time, toagree to any propo- 
sition, which shall in effect legislate bank paper 
out of cireulation. I do not believe that it would be 
wise to estab'ish an exclusive metallic currency as 
the settled, fixed, and determined policy of this Go- 
vernment. The country is not prepared for such 
areyolution in its circulating medium. The true 
interests of the community, require that all such 
changes should be gradual and progressive. Any 
violent and extraordinary alteration in the cur- 
rency of a country, will invariably bring embar- 
rassmeni, confusion, distress, and inin. Lam not, 
therefore, for any great alterations at the present 
time, slthough I am for adopting such an arrange- 
ment as will bring into circulation more specie, 
and put out of circulation all bank paper of a 
small denomination. 1 shall with great readiness, 
Mr. President, come in aid of any proposition 
which shali have for its object the introduction of 
more specie, and of less paper, amongus. But to 
my mind, the time has not arrived when the cur- 
rency shouid be exclusively metallic. The whole 
amount of specie in our country is inadequate for 
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western lands, while it may have due regard to the last, shouid 
be calculated to obtain all the advantages which may be de- 
rived from the two first classes,” 

Thus, said Mr. B. the discrimination between ' 
seitlers and speculaiors, and between residents 
and non-residents, is as old as the first plan for thé 
sale of the public lands; and with these distinc- 


tions the legislation of Congress has corresponded 


from that day down to the time when propositions 
were made for dividing the proseeds of the lands. 
Up to that day, pre-emptions were granted to 
settlers; since that day there bas been a strenuous 
opposition to such grants. The new policy is, 
not to.settle the country with meritcrious farmers, 
but to fill the ‘Treasury with paper money for dis- 
tribution, Formerly settlers were favored; and 
hence the settled legislation of the country for 
above forty years. The statute book contains 
near fifty laws in favor of pre-emptions. ‘fhey 
begin in 1792, and continue down to about 1830, 
Six or eight of these laws were applicable to the 
State of Ohio, and may easily be found under the 
head of “pre-emptions,”-in the volume of laws 
relating to the public lands: he pre-emption 
system, thus founded in a distinction resting on 
the. nature ul things, recognised in General Hani- 
ilton’s report, and practised upon fur above for- 
ty years by Congress, makes two discrimina- 
tions, one.as to classes of purchasers; the other 
as to price. The pra-emptioner wasa resident, he 
paid the minimum price, without competition at 
auction sales. Now, if these distinctions are un- 
constitutional, Congress could not make them; if 
they were unjust or-unwise, forty years’ legislation 
would not have recognised them. Sir, said Mr. 
B. the ‘Treasury circular, in making this dis- 
crimination, only conforms to General Hamil- 


_ton’s. report, to forty. years’ legislation, and to 


: tions which are me 


so twenty-four per cent; merehants nye struggling to preserve 


the common sense and common justice of all 
mankind. It has the sanction of reason, law, time, 
and precedent; and the only reason why it is at- 
tacked, is because we live in times when nothing 
that resident Jackson can do, or not do, can es- 
cape attack! 

Mr. B. having now fully answered, and, as he 
believed, entirely refuted the legal and constitu- 
tional objection to the ‘Treasury order, would take 
up the other branch of the general charge, name- 
ly, the ruinous and pernicious effect of the order 
upon the banks, business, prosperity, confidence, 
and industry of the countrys The news jor all 
this. approaching calamity was given out in ad- 
vance in the Kentucky speech, and the Philadel- 
phia letter, already referred to; and the fact of is j 
positive advent and actual presence was vouched 
by the Senator from Ohio (Mr. Ewing) on the 
last day that the Senate was in session, I da not 
permit myseif (said Mr. B.) to bandy contradictory 
asseverations, and Cebatable assertions, across this 
floor, Ichoose rather to make.an issue, and to 
test assertion by the application of evidence. In 
this way I will proceed at present. 
the letter of the President of the Bank of the 
United States as being officialin this case, and 
most authoritative in the distress department of 
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iog of the national calamity in December; and af- 
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mode of execiting what he astentatiousiy styles 
the distribution law, when there is no such law in 
on to charge the remaincer, 
being ten-fold more than the former, upon the 
‘Treasury order which excludes paper moucy from | 
lere is his picture ci distress: 


ise. 


cammuuity were thus takes 
ne loans, and convert At 
debtors in the rior coubl make j 
Ps, Who are 


lantic fy 
no remitte 


s of thdse cites 
ief on account of the 
cje to the u The 
bat money is 
cum, can i 


By this 
e oher 
—nut circui 
the Treasury; and while the 
rithe wantof it. The 
e between ihe wost and 
n aud the lew .opera- 
are burdened with che most exravagont | 

in November, 1886, the interest of money has risen | 
i 


is -piled 
used, but held as 
wesi cannot use it, tie east iss 
yesultis, that the cos A 
the Atlande is ahus 


expense. 


3 


i wil take |i 


“APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE = = 1 


Recission of the Treasury Order— Mr. Benton. Do 


| their credit by ruinous sxcrifices; and it costs five or six times 


as much to transmit funds from the west and southwest, as it 
did in November, 1835, or 734, or ’32.. Thus while the ex- 
changes with all the world are in our favor, while Europe is 
alarmed, and the Bank of England itself uneasy at the quan- 
tity of specie we possess, we are suffering, because, from mere 
mismanagement, the whole ballast of the currency is. shifted 
froin one side of the vessel to the oher.” ` 


~- = - > * . . i 


“Tn the absence of good reasons for these measures, and as 
a pretext for them, it is said that the country has overtraded, 
that the banks have overissued, and that the purchasers of 
public lands have been very extravagant. I am not struck by 
the tenth or the propriety of these complaints.” ~ 


« 


* Now the factis, that at this.:moment, the exchanges are all 
in favor of this country—that is, you can buy a bill of exchange 
on a foreign country cheaper than you can send specie to that 
country. Accordingly, much specie has come in-—none goes 
out this, too, ata moment when the exchange for the last crop 
is exhausted, and that of the new crop has not yet come into 
the market—and when we areon the point of sending to Europe 
he produce of the country, to the amount of eighty or one hun- 
dred millions of dollars. How, then, has the country overtrad- 
ed? Exchange with all the world is in favor of New York.” 


“The People of the United States, through their representa- 
tives, rechaviered that institution, But the. Executive, discon- 
tented withits independence, rejected the act of Congress, and 
the favorite topic of declamation was, that the States would 
make banks, and that these banks could create a better system 
of currency and exchanges. The States accordingly . made 
banks; and then followed idle parades about the loans of these 
banks, and their large dealings in exchinge. And what is the 
consequence? The Bank of the United States has not ceased to 
exist more than seven months, and already the whole currency 
and exchanges are running into inextricable confusion, and the 
industry ov the country is burdened with extravagant charges 
on all the commercial intercourse of the Union.” 

fe 

yy Inthe mean üm all forbearance and calmness should be 
maintained. There is great reason for anxicty—none whatever 
for alarm; and wiih mutual confidence an| courage, the coun- 
try may yet be able to defend itself against the Government. In 
that struggle my ewn poor efforts shall not be wanting. I go 
for the country, whoever rules it—-1 go for the country, best 
loved when worst governcd—and it will afford me far more gra- 
tification to assist in repairing its wrongs, than to triumph over 
those who inflict them.” 


Here (said Mr. B.) is a woful picture of dis- 
tress, drawn in the same colors in which the same 
pictures were drawn in 1833. But is ita true pic- 
ture? and if itis true, what has caused it? To 
these questions the answers are plain; frst, that 


the picture is not true, except in places where the | 


Bark of the United States, and its affiliated banks, 
have power to make it so; and secondly, that what- 
ever real distress is felt in some places, is occa- 
sioned by the deposite act of the last session, and 
the conduct of the banks acting with politicians 
and with the Bank of the United States. ‘he 
general prosperity of the country is great; but 
there are places, Philadelphia, New York, and 
some others, where the withdrawal of money under 
the deposite act has occasioned a pressure, and 
where the policy to create distress, ant to throw 
it upon the Treasury order, is seconded by the 


ability to accomplish what is desired. This is: 


about the true state of the question; and evidence 
will be at hand to show it. Mr. B. said it would 
be remembered that when this resolution was 
called up a few days ago, he had specified his inten- 
tion to obtain from the Treasury Department the 
comparative returns of many banks, boti in the 
new States, where there were publie lands, and in 
the Atlantic Slates, where there were none; and 
by looking into their condition before the Frea- 
sury order was issued, and since that crder had 
gone into fall operation, he would be able to see 
Fn what manner the banks had been effected by 
it. Ue had now obtained those returns, They, 
of course, were limited to the deposite banks; bul 
being scattered over every State in the west, from 
the lakes io the Gulf of Mexico, end throughout the 
Ailantic States from, Maine to Georgia, the result 
which they would present coald not be otherwise 
than a fairindex to the general condition of the 
whole country. He hed looked carefully over 
these returns, covering, as they did, eight large | 
folio pages, and the result indicated, not only a 
good conditicn, but an improved condition; not 
only an ability to aid the community, bat aid ac- 
tuaily given. Me. B. then went over the returns 
one by one, taking, for his’ pomis of comparison, 
the months of July and November; that is to say, 
the month before the order went into operation, 
and the latest month at which the bauks nad been 
heard from since. He examined them under the 
ihree heads of 1. Leans; 2. Specie on hand, and 
S. Circulation; and the general results were, 
that the loans in November were larger than 
in July; the specie greater in November than 


July; the circulation in many instances, not 


. diminished, in some incfeased; and in most in- 


stances. the specie on hand and the circula- 
tion brought to a nearer proportion to ech, other; 
insomuch that banks which had eight, ten, -or 
twelve dolars of paper out for one dollar of, silver 
in their vaults, in July, were: now brought to the 
safer proportion of three or four ‘to one in No- 
vember, This was proof that the banks were not 
crippled. It was proof that they were not geny- 
ing accommodations. _ The proof was complete 
as far as it went, and it went all. over the Union, 
that these banks were ‘not injured. by the Trea- 
sary order, but were benefitted by it: it was proof 
that they were not only able and willing to assist 
the community, but actually had assisted’ them. 
On the other hand there might be banks which 
were not assisting the community, and which were 
accomplishing a pecuniary and a political ob- 
ject at the same time, by shutting their doors up- 
ov borrowers, and throwing them. into the hands 
of money dealers at three per cent. discount 
per monta, © This was said to be the case 
in Philadelphia; that Philadelphia which was 
the seat of the new United States Bank, with 
her capital of thirty-Gve millions, which ene 
short year ago was to make money so plenty, in 
that State, and to reduce interest to five per cent. 
per annum. Three per cent. discount, equal to 
four per cent. interest, is now the. rate of usury 
which prevails around her! And she can make it 
six or twelve percent. per month whenever, she 
pleases. Where banks have monopolized. the 
currency, and become the dispensers of money, 
they can make interest, or usury, what they 
please. They have enly to stop discounts, and 
throw the borrowers into the hands cf usurers. 
Pretexts will never be wanting. Any thing that 
happens, or does not happen, will do, The re- 
moval of the deposites—the issuance of the Trea- 
sury order—or, the last year’s snow.. One thing 
is as good as another; for the banks themselves 
are the sole judges of their own reasons, decide 
without argument, and without appeal, and act 
upon the decision without mercy and without re- 
morse, f 

This is now going onin some of the principal 
cities, where the deposite act, creating a real pres- 
sure, gives to the Bank of the United States and 
its affiliated institutions the power to do great 
mischief. Of this power they avail themselves; 
but their sphere of action is limited, not general. 
Their victims are individuals, and not the Onion. 
They destroy individuals, or, at most, isolated 
communities. Atthe most, they only doa Goliad 
busincss—kill the prisoners; that is to sayy the 
debtors —a pen-fall, or a pailefull, sta time.. The 
debtor part of the community, where the powers 
of the Bank of the United States and its associ- 
ates predominate, suffer severely and cruelly, but 
the remoter parts of the Union are safe. The 
Brizrian arms of the monster no longer reach to 
the extremities of the Union. It can no: longer 
sirike Gown exchanges, sink the price cf produce 
and property, and demolish merchants and traders, 
in the towns and cities of the south and west. 
The tragedy of 1833, now performing on the 
local thestres of some of the Atlantic cies, can- 
not be again extended to the country towns and 
remote States. 

Mr. B. remarked, upon the statements in Mr. Bid- 
dle’s letter; he chose to yefer to that leiter as be. 
ing the reveuled source of tis proceeding against 
President Jackson, and the fountain from which 
al. the arguments of the op jon arc drawn; he 
non the statements in it, that it was the 
gr i of specie to the west, which occa- 
sioned distress ia (he east; that much specie had 
gene to the west, and that NONE bad been ex- 
ported. Mr. B. said he had prepared himself with 
facts to reply to these two assertions, : fn the first 
place, a ‘Treasury return. which ‘be beld in bis 
hand, showed that py more. than $1,463,656 in 
specie had. been received at an the land offices 
under the Treasury orcer, anda ike ieturs shaw- 
èd that $312,8:hin gold, anc 94,123 004 in s 
had been exported from the Unied States this 
year. Here then was an export of specia. t 
foreign countries of three lires the suvent of | 
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which ‘went into the Jand offices; yet the public 
are to be told by the president. of the. bank 
bearing the name of the United States, that 
nio specie had been exported! i 
Itisinthis way that the public is deceived, and 
“that the Treasury order is made the pack-horse, 
to be loaded with évery thing-that can be heaped 
upon it The export of four and a half mill.ons 
‘Of specie to foreign countries is called nothing— 
is said to be none-—while one and a half millions, 
“gone into our land offices, has ove rset the national 
ship, and-deranged the business of a continent! 
_ One million and a half out of seventy-five millions 
_ has gone into the land offices. Who would feel 
it? How could it disturb the business of the 
country? And, especially, how could one million 
and a half, by going into the interior of our own 
country, do all this mischief, when four and a half 
millions, by. going to foreign countries, is not felt? 
or’ known? But there was another operation in 
specie of: which Mr. B. had been informed, and 
which he shou'd bring under the inquiries of a 
committee, if he should be so fortunate as to be 
allowéd one, and which he mentioned now, not as 
évidence to convince the Senate, but as a ground 
~ for demanding a committee. His information was 
this: that in the month of September last, the 
merchants and bankers of New Orleans became 
_ suddenly surprised at the mysterious scarcity of 
specie. ` It had vanished asif by magic. A meet- 
ing was held to know what had become of it; and 
it ‘was ascertained that the Bank of the United 
States had collected and boxed up $1,800,000 in 
that.city, and refused a dollar of it to her creditors 
there! and that a bank holding $300,000 of her 
notes, had'to send them, and did send them, to 
` Philadelphia to.be cashed, at great expense; and, 
‘what was more material, at great loss of time, 
when the city was otherwise pressed for specie by 
the double cause of demands to supply the west- 
_ ern Jand purchasers, and failure to receive the se. 
customed supplies from Mexico, on account of the 
Texan war. Here, then, was $300,000 more 
» taken out of circulation by the Bank of the United 
States in one month, than all the land offices re- 
ceived in four months; and if the fact was true, as 
related to him, the evidence was clear and incon. 
testable, that this bank was itself making the 
scarcity and pressure which it has been falsely 
. throwing upon the Treasury order, and upon Pre- 
sident Jackson Mr. B. asked no one to condemn 
the bank unheard upon this statement; but he also 
asked that no one would refuse to have it inquired 
into. by a committee, 

The real cause ‘of the pecuniary pressure, and 
derangement of the exchanges, experienced in 
some of the large cities, exclusive of that created 
by some of the banks, was the deposite act of the 
last session. ‘That act causes thirty odd millions 
of dollars, about fifteen millions of which is mo- 
ney appropriated to useful and essential objects, 
to be suddenly withdrawn from the vortex of bu. 
siness, and transferred to places where it must 
stagnate for some time before it can come again 
into active empleyment. Aware of this, and sen- 
sible that the public eye was fixed upon this act 
asthe real source of a bona fide distress, the at- 
tempt is made to tarn off the effect from the act 
itself, tothe mode of its. execation. It is not the 
transfer_of these thirty odd’ millions, they say, 
which has done the mischief; but the manner of 
making- the transfer! : This (said Mr. B.) is a re- 
petition of the old song: about the removal of the 
deposites, ‘It was: not the removal, but the man- 
ner of the remoyal, which had done all the mis- 
chief in 1833. And when. pressed to ex. 
plain what was this mystical manner- of astipg, 
which was so magically calamitous, the solution 
was in the destruction of confidence. © This was the 

solution then; it is thé Solution now; for the Presi- 
dent of the Bank of the United States expressly 
declares, that the instant recission of the Treasury 
order would restore confidence in twenty-four hours, 
and relief in as many days. This was the dech- 
ration during the whole panic of 1833; and its 
meaning then, and now, is the same; that the Bank 
of the United States and its affiliated institat ons 
would cease écourging the country the instant the. 
Congress would grant its president the victory 


and triumph which he demands over President 
Jackson! The-six months’ ery cf session 1833-4, 
was, that the restoration of the deposites, or the 
recharter of the bank, would relieve the distress 
in twenty-four hours, and that nothing else ever 
could relieve it... Now it happens, that the test ol 
time, and the letter of the President of- the Bank 
of the United States, has shown that this cry of six 


| months’ duration was entirely erroneous; for the 


distress did cease, and unbounded prosperity has 
ensued; while the.only condition on which this 
was to take place has never happened; the depo- 
sites are not.restored; the bank is not recharter- 
ed; the distress did cease; unexampled prosperity 
has ensued; which is attempted to be interrupted 
again by those who interrupted it then. ; ; 
Mr. B. said, the deposite act was the offspring 
of the land bill, and. became the substitute: for i, 
That bill had passed the Senate before the depo- 
site bill was brought in, and, so far ag the Senate 
was concerned, had made a previous cisposition of 
the same money. That bill was carried through 
the Senate by the votes of thoze who are consi- 
dered as the tutelary deities of the merchants and 
bankers on this fluor; yet the dispas'tion which it 


proposed to make of what was called the proceeds , 


of the sales of the public lands, was ruinous to the 
banks and the merchants of the great Atlantic ci- 
ties. It made a call for money, and a distribution 
of money, which must have driven every debtor to 
these bauks to the immediate. payment of every. 
shilling which he owed in any deposite b nk; «nd 


| would have produced a pressure and consternation 


which would have pervaded the whole moneyed 
system, and the whole business community of the 
places where they were. This's the provision of 
the bill. itis the third section, in the form jn 
which it passed the Senate, and wi nt to the House 
of Representatives. 

“See. 3. And be it further enacied, "Chat the 
several sums of money received in the Treasury as 
the nett proceeds of the siles of the publie lands 
for ihe years eighteen hundred and thirty-three, 
eighteen hundred: and thirty-four, and eighteen 
bundred and thirty-five, shali be paid and distribu- 
ted. as aforesaid, at the Treasury of the United 
States, one fourth part on the first day of July, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-six, and one fourth 
part at the end of each ninety days thereafter, 
until the whole is paid, and those which shal be 
received for the years cizhteen bundred and thir- 
ty-six and eighteen hundred and thirty seven, sha'l 
also be paid at the Treasury half-yearly, on the 
first day of July and January, in each of those 
years, to such person or persons as the respective 
Legislatures of the said States shall authorize and 
direct to receive the same,” 

Now, (said Mr. B.) letany banker or merchant 
of the great commercial cites, count up the sums 
which would have been payable in the short 
period of nine months under this act. they 
would have been these: eighteeu. millions and 
three quarters of a million of dollars, on the Ist 


day of July last; six millions on the Ist day of Oc- ` 


tober last; eighteen millions and three quarters on 
the Ist day of January next; and six millions oa 
the Ist day of April next; amounting inthe whole to 
forty-nine and one-half million of dollars; for such 
was the amount of the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands fur the years mentione! up tó 1836, 
But the section also included the proceeds of the 
sales for 1837, which were to be divided out an the 
first days of July 1857 and January 1838, Their 
amount cannot be known so as tobe ad ied. The 
Secretary of the Treasury, on the basis of hard mo- 
ney payments estimates them at five millions of dol. 
lars; but if these resolation pass, and the notes of al] 
the banks in the Union become receivable for pub. 
lic lands, the whole national domain may be swept. 
Every acre may be changed into paper, and that 
paper be added to the mass of the unavailable 
funds now in-the Treasury. 

Mr. B. deemed it right to bring these facts to 
the recollection of the Senate, and to place them 
before the eyes of those who looked upon tug 
authors of such measures as their peculiar protec- 
tors. That third section of the land bill would 
have béen. desolation to the great cities; it was op. 
posed as-such on. this floor; yet it passed this 
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chamber, but huag in the touse of Representa- 
tives until the deposite bill was passed here and 
sent down to supersete it. That deposite bill, 
which proposes only thirty odd millions for ab- 
straction from the great channels of commerce, is, 
in reality, crippling banks and merchants and dis- 
tressing the great cities, What, then, would it 
have been, if forty nine and a half millions had 
been taken from them in the short space of nine 
months? And what would have been its effect upon 
the Treasury of the United States? Bankruptcy! 
For it is now seen that there will be in the 
Treasury onthe first of Jinuary next, but about 
forty-one million of dollars, and that inclusive of 
fifteen millions of unexpended balances, applica- 
ble to objects of great necessity, and not com- 
Let these facts and these views be kept 
in mind, whenever the land bill and the depésite 
act are mentioned. 

Mr. B. hada question to put to the defenders of 
the banks which affected te be crippled and half 
killed, and unable to lend a dollar, on account of 
this Treasury order. It was this: How comes it 
that the:e banks never felt a wound, nor uttered a 
camaplaint, during the many years in which their 
paper was excluded from both branches of the’re- 
venue of the Fed ral Government, by the by-laws 
of the Bank of the United States? Mr. B. had 
read, for another purpose, the 24th article of the 
by-laws of this corporation, .by which the notes 
-of all the local banks of the Union were excluded 
from receivahility in any revenue payment what- 
ever, except the notes of the specie-paying banks 
in the same city or place where the branch bank 
was situated. Hewould now read the 25th arti- 
eld of the sume bank code, which would show that 
this exception in favor o! the local banks in the 
sanie plice with the branch, was of no advantage 
to them, bat the contrary, as it merely amounted 
to a collection of their notes for immediate conver- 
tibility into eoin. ‘Whe article is in these words: - 
xxv. The ofiices of discount and deposite shall, at 
very week, settle with the State banks for their notes, 
{ wyment of the revenue, or for the engagements of 
individuals to the bank, soas to prevent the balances due to the 
ofice from swelling toan inconvenient amount.” 

Here said (Mr. B.) is the condition of the whole 
catalogue of State banks, during the days of the 
reign of the Bank of the United States. All ex- 
cluded from revenue payments, both land and 
customs, except those in the twenty-five places 
where branch banks were situated, und the few 
thus excepted called upon for the weekly redemp- 
tion of their notes. This, in fact, was an exclu- 
sion of their paper, and a receipt of their specie 
alone, and worse to them than a total exclusion; 
for the nominal reception would cease then to be 
taken out of the channels of circulation, brought 
to the branch to meet revenue payments, and 
thence sent back to their own counters for re. 
demption in coin, And this continued to be 
the case down to the day of the removal of 
the deposites. Yet these banks néver affected to 
be unable to do business in this long sta e of- total 
exclusion from all revenue payments’ by the 
power of the Bank of the United States. It ig 
only when one halt of the same thing is done hy 
President Jackson that they pretend to be ruined. 
Mr. B. said it was time for the public to mark the 
conduct of banks and to discriminate between 
those which maintained their course as moneyed 
institutions, and those which were nothing but 
shaving shops and political engines. Many banks 
had so acted as to prove that they were at the 
beck and nod of politicians, and sdbservient to 
the mischievous designs of the Bank of the United 
States, They were ready to close their doors 
upon borrowers, at the approach of the elections, 
and to storm Congress with petitions in favor of 
any movement of the Bank of the United States. 
Who can forget their petitions at the veto session, 
and at the panic session, in which they stooped so. 
low as to pray to have the Bank of the United 
States kept in existence to rule over them, and 
prevent them from issuini more notes than they 
could pay? Who can forget their refusal to receive 
the public deposites, when that refusal was neces- 


Sary to help ouf the Bank of the United States in 


its attempts to embarrass the Government, and to 
injure the country? These things, and many - 


| 


Dec. 1836. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


24th Cona....2d Sess. 


Recission of the Treasury Order —Mr. Bent 


others, must be remembered, and marked; and 
the community and the Governement must learn to 
discriminate between institutions which conduct 
themselves on business p-inciples, and those which 
are at the service of politicians, whenever a politi- 
cal effect is to be produced, and at the service of 
a revengeful institution, whenever it suits her po- 
licy to have a panic in the country. : 

Mr. B, ref:rred to the general state of the 
country, to prove its general prosperity; he refer- 
red to the high prices paid for every thing, to 
prove that money was not scarce except to those 
whose engagements compelled them to repair to 
the banks; he referred to tie ratés of exchange 
in the south and west, to prove that the exchanges 
of the country were good wherever they were 
beyond the reach of the Bank of the United States; 
and he stated the contents of letters in his posses- 
sioa from presidents and cashiers of banks in Ohio, 
Mississippi and Louisiana, to show that there was 
but one objection to the Vreasury order, and that 
was, that it had not been issued early enough! 

Having vindicated the Treasury order from the 
charges of ILLEGALYTY and UNCONSTITU- 
TIONALITY, aad shown that it had not been 
RUINOUS to the country, Mr. B. said he would 
proceed to show the REASONS for which it had 
issued, and the BENEFITS which had resulted 
from it. President JACKSON, it was known, in 
the exercise of his high constitutional duty to see 
the laws of the country faithfully executed, had 
directed the issuing of this order, He stond be- 
fore the country as its respor author. As 
such he had been denounced. As such he was 
charged with violating the laws, and constitution, 
and destroying the prosperity ofthe country. As 
such he is calumniate:l in the Philadeiphia letter, 
which cailis this order, “the revenge of the Presi- 
dent upon Congress for passing the distribution 
bill?’ As such, another condemnation, for the 
gratification of discomfited pohticians and a de- 
throned national bank president—another victory 
in the Senate Chamber for those who Lave been 
defeated at the polis——is now soughtagalust him in 
this attempt (orescind tbat order. Under such cir- 
cumstances it is not only right that he should find 
defenders, but that te should be heard also in his 
own defence. Mr. R. would, therctore, refer to 
the annual message, delivered at the opening of 
this session of Congress, and point the sttention of 
the Senate, and the country, tothe whole of that 
profoundly wise, transcendantly patriotic, and pa- 
terniliy beneficent, part of the message which 
relates to the general currency, and to the national 
domain. 


, Extract from the Presio 
“I beg leave to call your a 
ly associated with the pe 


lents Messsaze 
another subs 
he currency of i 


o ono 
g one: 


ous metais, Ti 
iered them the s 
adopted in thi 
lard. in ret C 
# rule, as to excl 
e, such as o: certain agricultural comunodiiles, re- 

y the siatutes of sume States as a tender for debts, or 
tie [gill more peraicious expedient of a paper currency. Tue 
last, from the experience of the evils of the issues of paper dur- 
ing the revoiuuon, had become so justly obnoxious as not only 
fo suugesi the clause in the constiaution forbidding the emission 
of bills of credit hy the States, but also to produce that vote 
in the Convention which negatived the proposition te grant 
power to Congress to charter corporations; a proposition well 
Undersiood at the ume as intended to authorize the establisb- 
menr ofa national bank, which was to issue a currency of bank 
noies, on a cupttal to le created to some exieni vut of Govern- 
ment stocks. Although this preposition was refused by a Gi- 
tect voto of the Convention, 
obtained by its i 


Sy 
t CoU- 
3 com- 


advocates, through a siveimed con- 
struction of the Constitution. The debis of the Revulution 
were funded, at prices which formed no equivalent compared 
With the nominal amount of th ck, and under circumstan- 
ces which exposed the motives ome of those whe parucipa 
ted in the passage of the act to d 

“The facts that the value of th 


measure’were largely benefited by it, belong to the history of 


ment of a national bank,it became thein- 


goon at 


perofthe bank asa general ou 
ne geld coins, which mi p 
s à mercaniiie commodity, more profitable the 


to Wa: 


countries 


Tetention and use at home as money. Tt folluwed as a maier of 


tourse, if not designed by those who established the bank, that 


the bank became, in effect, a substituta for the mint ofthe Ysi- li 


1ed States, 


the object was afterwards in effect | 


s that gold should be superseded by the pa- 


on. 


___ Senate. 


“Such was the origin of a national bank currency, and such 
the beginning of those difficulties which now appear in the ex- 
cessive issues of the banks incorporated by the various States.” 

“ The effects of an extension of tank credits and over-issues 
of bank paper have been strikingly illustrated in the sales of the 
pubiic lands. From the returns made by the various registers 
and receivers in the early pert of fast summer, it was perceiv- 
ed that the receipts arising from the sales of the public lands 
were increasing to an unprecedented amount. In effect, hi 
ever, these receiptsamounted to nothing more than credi 
banks. The banks Jent out their notes to speculators; they 
were paid to the receivers, and immediately returned to the 
banks, to be Jent out again and again, being mere instruments to 
transfer to speculators the most valuable public land, and pay 
the Government by a credit on the books of the banks. Those 
credits on the books of some ofthe wesiern banks, usually call- 
ed deposites, were already greatly beyond their immediate 
means of payment. and were rapidly increasing. Indeed, each 
speculation furnished means furanother: for no sooner had one 
individual or company paid in their notes, than they were im- 
mediately lent to another fora like purposo; and the banks 
were extending their business and their issues so largely, as ta 

larm. crnsiderate men, and render it doubtful whether bank 
credits, if permitted to accumulate. would ultimately be of the 
least value to the Government. The spirit of expansion and 
speculation was not confined to the deposite banks, but pervad- 
the whole multitude of tanks throughout the Union, and was 
giving rise to new institutions to aggravatethe evil. 

“The safety of the public funds, and the interests of the 
people, generally, required that there operations should be 
checked, and it became the duty of every branch of the Gene- 
ral and State Governments to adopt alj legitimate and proper 
means to produce thatsalutary effect. Under this view of my 
duty, I direcied ihe issuing of the order which will be laid be- 
fore you by the Sec. of the Treasnry, requiring payment 
for the public lands soid to be made in specie, with an excep- 
tion until the fifteenth of the present month in favor of actua! 
settle This axe has produced many salutary conse- 
It checked the ‘career of the western banks, aml 
gave them aiduional strength in anticipation of the pressure 
which has si r eastern as wellas the European 
commer enting the extension af the credit 
pecuiation, and 
valuable of the 
from a non- 
one of the greatest obstacles to the ad. 
vancement of anew country, aud the prosperity of an old one. 
K has tended to keep open the public lands for entry by emi- 
granis, at Government prices, instead of their being compelled 
to purchase of speculators at double or triple prices. And it 
is conveying into the interior la sums in silver and goid, 
there to enter permanently into the currency of the country, 
and place it ona firmer foundation. It isconfidently believed 
that the country w in the motiv h induced that 
order. and the happy consequences which will have ensue! 
much to commend, and nathing to condemn. 

Mr. B, said it would be observed by the Senate 
that the reisons for isening the Treasury order are 
introduced by the President under the head of 
currency, and not under the head of public lands; 
and that in his whole manner of treating it, the 
currency is the object, and the land the incident. 
The regulation of the currency isthe great object; 
and as tie lands, and not the custom house, was 
the exciting cause of the swollen, bloated, and dis- 
eased state of the currency, the remedy was di- 
rected to the lands, and not to the customs, All 
ing is visible inthe passeges read. It is also visi- 
in the original Treasury corder itself, where the 
ouravement of the ruinous extension of bank 
es, the preservation of the soundness of the 
ey, and the safety of the federal revenge, 


tinctly and prominently set forth among the 
inducements to its issue. Very righty, then, 
did the Seuater from Massachusetts (Mr. Web- 
ster) express bbnself cn Thursday last, in the 
few remarks which he then made: very rightly 
did he declare this to be a currency ques- 
tion, and not a land question! a financtal mea- 
sure of ihe greatest moment and extent, affecting 
every mterest and the whole Union! and rightly 
did he claim for it that bhigh consideration whieh 
is due to a measure, not of sectional, but of na- 
tionsl concern. The gentl:man is right. The 
Treasury order is a regutation of the national 
currency, issued under the constitutional obliga- 
tion of the President to preserve and protect the 
currency of the Federal Government, and exer- 
eised according to the manner pointed out by the 
author of the juint resolution of 1816, and accord- 
ing to the manner, though not to the same de- 
that the regulation of the currency was 


resident proprieto” 


er 


effected by the Bank of the United States during 
the whole period of its existence. The constitu 
tion recognises nothing for money but gold and 


silver. The President is the sworn protector, de- 
fencer, and preserver of that constitution, ‘To 
permit any part of its guaranties to be subverted 

d destroyed, is a dereliction of duty or a defect 
ance in him. The joint resolution of 1816 


he preser- 


Phe author 
resolution, in the speech from which f 


sion of the constitutional currency. 


a 
of that 


have read extracts—a speech abounding with just- 
sentiments, recognises all this authority, and pro- 
claims all this duty, of the President, as attributes 
of the Executive Government, existing anteriorly 
to his resolution; a measure only rendered neces- 
sary because these powers and duties had: been 
neglected. Listen to him: ‘*There are some. po- 
litical evils which are seen as soon as they are. 
dangerous, dnd which alarm at once, as weil the 
people as the Government. Wars and _ invasions, 
therefore, are not always the most cértain destroy- 
ers of national prosperity. They come in no 
questionabie shape. ‘They announce their own 
approach, andthe general safety is preserved by 
the general alarm. Not so with the evils of a 
debased coin, a depreciated paper currency, 
and a depressed and. falling public credit. | Not 
so with the plausible and insidious mischicfs of a 
paper money system, These insinuate them- 
selves in the shape of facilities, accomodation 
and relief. They hold out the most fallacious 
hope of an easier payment of debts, snd, a Nght- 
er burden of taxation. It is easy for a portion 
of the people to imagine that G.vernment may 
properly continue to receive depreciated pa- 
per, becauce they have received it, and because it 
is More convenient to obtain than to obtain other 
paper or specie. But on these subjects it is that 
Government ought to exercise its own peculiar 
wisdom and caution. Jt is sappossd to possess, 
on subjects of this nature, somewhat more of fore- 
sight, than has fallen to the lot of individuals.” It 
is bound to foresee the evil before every man feels 
it, and to take all necessary measures to guard: 
against it, aithough they may be measures attend- 
ed with some difficulty, and not without some 
temporary inconvenience. ‘The only power which 
the Governinent possesses of restraining the issues 
of the State hanks, is to refuse their notes in the 
receipts of the Treasury. + b's power it can ex- 
ercise now, Cr, at least, can provide now for exer. 
cising it in reasonable time, because the currency 
of some part ef the country is yet sound,and the evil 
is{not yet universal. But J have expressed my belief 
on more than one occasion; and I now repeat the 
opinion, that it was the duty of the Seeretary of 
the Treasury, on the return of peace, to have re- 
turned to the legal and proper mod: of collecting 
the revenue. his Government has a right, in 
all cases, to protect its own revenues, and to guard 
them against bad and depreciated paper. As to 
the opinion advanced by some, that the object of 
the resolution cannot in any way be answered; 
that the revenues cannot be collected otherwise 
than they now are, m the paper of any and every 
banking association ihat chooses to issue paper, it 
cannot, for a moment, be admitted. The thi 
then is to be done; at any rate, it is to be attempt- 
ed. That it will be accomplished by the Treasury 
Department, without the interference of Congress, 
[have no belief. If, from that source, no refor- 
mation came when reformation was easy, it is not 
now to be expected. The great object is that 
our legal currency is to be preserved, and that we 
are not to embark cn the ocean of paper moneys 
I cannot say, indeed, that this resolution will cer- 
tainly effect the desired end, It may fail. Its 
success, as is obvious, must essentiaily depend on 
the course pursued by the Treasury Department.” 
Mr. B. would add nothing by commentary to 
the power or appositeness of these quotations 
They were up to the exigencies of the pres: nt oc- 
casion, fitted itas if mede to order, and supersed- 
ed the necessity of argument or illustration. One 
thiag ought to be well onserved: that this speech, 
going the whole length, not only of justifying the 
present Preasury order, but blaming the Treasu- 
ry Department in 1816 for not having done the 
like, and expressing the fear that it might not do 
it in time to come, was delivered on the 26th day 
of April, 1816, four days before the passage of the 
joint resolution of that year! consequently, and as 
the whole speech proves, all the powers and du- 
ties claimed in that speech for the Treasury De. 
partment, and the Executive Government, over 
the regulation of the currency, the restoration of 
the constitutional money, and the exclusion of 
State bank paper from revenne payments, were 
independent of that resolution! were founded, 1: 
upon the constitution; 2, the act of 1789, that the 
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customs should be paid in gold and silver coin only; 
3.,the act of May 10th, 1800—the fundamental act 
for the general sale of the public lands—and di- 
recting that, all purchasers should make payment 
for the same in SPECIE, or in. evidences of 
the public debt of the United States!. These were 
the foundations of the gentleman’s argument, these 
the laws, the violation of which he bad in his eye; 
these the ground of his complaint against the ex- 
isting. administration; these the future ark of his 
financial hope. Theseare the laws, faithful expo- 
sitors of. the constitution, in aid of which, and to 
compel the speedy execution of which, the joint re- 
solution of 1816 was conceived and passed.. The au- 
thor of the resolution said at the time that the suc- 
cess of the resolution depended upon the Treasury 
Department, and expressed his fear that it might 
fail of its object through tbe fault of that depart- 
ment; a fearin which the gentleman’s misgivings 
were prophetic, until the splendid and benefi- 
cent administration of President Jackson ‘rose 
upon the political horizon, to bless and exalt his 
country; to command the admiration of the world, 
` civilized and barbarian, -and to realize the gentle- 
man’s own cherished and adored vision of 1816— 
the constitutional currency restored, and the 
bloated and pestilential carcass of the paper sys- 
tem expelled from the doors of the Federal 
Treasury. 

Mr. BENTON repeated the date of the speech 
from which he had read an extract; it was the 26th 
of April, 1816, four days before the passage of the 
joint resolution of that year... He now had another 
extract from another speech of the same gentle- 
man, also delivered before that joint resolution 
was passed, and clearly indicative of his intention 
in bringing forward that measure, to compel, as 
goon as possible, the complete re-establishment of | 
the currency of the constitution as the sole and 
exclusive currency of the Federal Government, 
It wasa speech delivered in February, on the 
passage of the charter of the Bank of the United 
States, and in which the speaker took the great 
and true ground, that the law and Treasury Depart- 
ment, and not the Bank, ought to be the true regu- 
lator of currency. Mr. B. only read the parts 
which were applicable to the point in debate, 

namely, the legal currency of the United States, 

and the speedy and compulsory payment of the 

whole revenue in that currency. 

Extract from Mr. Websters spreci on the Bank of- the 
United States Charter Bill, February, V6. 

“No ‘nation had a better currency than the United States. 
There was no nation which had guarded its currency with 
more care; forthe framers of the constitution, and those who 
enacted the early statutes on this subject; were HARD MONEY 
MEN; they had felt, and therefore duly appreciated, the evils 
of a paper medium; they, therefore, sedulously guarded the 
currency of the United tates trom debasement. The. legal 
currency of the United States was gold and silver coin; this 
was a subject, in regard to which Congress had run into no 
folly. * * * Mr. W. declined occupying the time of the 
House, to prove that there was a depreciation of the paper in 

. circulation; the legal standard of value was gold and silver; the 
elation gale to it proved its state, and the rate of its depre- 
ciation. Gold and silver currency, he said, was the law of the 
land at home, and the law of the world abroad; there could, in 
the present state of the world, be no other currency incon- 
consequence of the immense paper issues having banished spe- 
cie from circulation, the Government had been obliged, in gi- 
rect violation of existing statutes, to receive, the amount of 
their taxes in something which was not xecogitised by law as 
the money of the country, and which was, in fact, greatly de- 
preciated.. : d s b k Ba . 
- fA to. the evils of the present state of things, Mr. W. admit- 
ted it in ite fullest extent.” If he was not mistaken, there were 
some: millions in the Treasury. of paper which were nearly 
worthless, and were now: wholly useless to the Government, by 
which an actual loss of considerable amount must certainly be 
sustained by the Treasury: This was an evil which ought to 
be metat once, - because. it would grow greater by indulgence. 


In the end, the tages must be paid-in the legal moncy of the 
country, and the sooner that toas brought about the better, 


If Congress were to pass: forty statutes on the subject, he said 
they would not make the law more conclusive than itnow was, 
that nothing should be received in payment of duties to the 
Government but specie; and yet no regard was paid tothe im» 
perative injunctions of the Jaw. in this respect. The whole 
strength of the Government, he was of. opinion, ouzht to be 
put forth to compel the payment of the duties andtaxes to the 
Government in the legal currency of the county. 


Now (said Mr. B.) the Senate will doubtless be 


‘versal depreciation of paper money. 


willing to hear what was said by the friends:of the. 
administration in 1816, to those powerful appeals, 


from the gentleman, who so strenuously plead the | 


cause of the laws, the constitution and hard mo- 
ney. He had looked over the speeches of that day, 
and. found the whole of their answers compressed 
mtoa short paragranh by Mr. Sharpe of. Kentucky, 
s gentleman of genius and ability, and whose tia- 


the Treasury order’s existence! a fact which, of 
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gical death had since attracted so much. public 
notice and commiseration. 

“Tnreply to the argument of Mr. Webster, that the remedy 
for the evil. was in the power of the Secretary of the Treasury, 


-by requiring payment of the dues to the Government in specie, 


Mr. S. said the gentleman had not demonstrated that there was 
specie enough in the country for the purposes of the payment 
of the revenue to the Treasury, vor that the banks have not tbe 
means ultimately to force the Government to take their paper 
in payments to the Treasury. The disposition was not want- 
ing in the officer at the head of that department to apply the 
remedy, if it was in his power? ; : 
Viis was the answer! a deplorable confession 
of the condition to which the Federal Treasury 
had been réduced by receiving State bank paper 
in payment of the federal revenues! That policy 
had began under General Hamilton, and followed 
up by other secretaries, in violation of the laws 
and Constitution, until nothing but uncenvertible 
paper remained in the Treasury, and htt'e else in 
the country. Al their fine phrases about specie 
paying banks, and paper equivalent to specie, and 
no paper but what the collectors and depositorics 
of the revenue would receive as cash; all these 
holiday phrases had ended as such schemes must 
for ever end, in the eventual general use of paper, 
the eventual general banishment of specie, sud 
the eventuai general stoppage of banks, and uni- 
This was the 
only answer which could be given in 1816, and 
the only: one that could be given until President 
Jackson’s measures for restoring the constitutional 
currency have. raised that currency to. seventy five 
milliozs of dollars. - There is now specie enough 
in the country to make all revenue payments in 
gold and silver; and the parchasers of the public 
land, speculators and bank borrowers excepted, 
have found no difficulty in getting specie to make 
theirpxyments, Land office retu: ns prove this. ‘The 
sum of $1,462,656 was paid into the land offic s, 
in gold and silver, from the 15th of Angust, when 
the order took effect, down tothe middle of No- 
vember, to-which the returns were made up. 
This was a million and a haf for three months, 
being at the rate of about six millions per annum. 
This would buy near five millions of acres of land 
at the present minimum price; and fiye milions 
of acres of public lands, in addition to othe 
sources of supply, is double as much as the i 
gressive settlement of the country has ever re- 
quired. Does the demand for this small eum—a 
sum which does not go out of the country, buten- 
ters immediately into general circulation through 


the Government payments—cannot such a demand. 
be supplied out of the seventy-five millions in the 
country, especially when four and a half millions 
were exported to foreign parts this very year, not 
to return again? Of the seventy-five millions of 
specie in the country, the banks alone were com- 
puted by the Secretary of the Treasury to have 
forty five millions in their vaults. Can they not 
spare a few millions for the service of the coun- 
try, especially when the measures of President 

ackson’s administration has increase! their sup- 
plies of the precious metals from twenty-five to 
forty-five millions in three years? Mr. B. would 
subjoin from the Treasury report, the state- 
ment of specie in all the banks in the United 
States, as far as obtained at the Treasury 
Department, first premising that the report was 
not complete. The number of hanks in the 
United States and their branches, are near 1,000! 
Their names occupy twelve columns in Bickne? 
Counterfeit Detector, with nearly eighty names in 
exch column! The Treasury report does not 
include them ail, but the main pert, and their 
specie is reported thus: 


Ociober, 1833, - - $25,000,000 
January, 1834, - - 27,000,000 
January, 1835, - - 43,000,000 
January, 1836, - - 40,020,000 
December, 1836, - 45,000,000 


Here is an increase of specie in their vaults, 
said Mr. B. of twenty millions in three years, and 
of five millions of dollars during the very year of 


itself, exposes, and puts to shame, the whole story 
of their distress and ruin, and inability to aid the 
community on account of ‘this. order, or to furnish 
the specie which it requires. The fact is con. 
clusive! it stamps the whole contrivance on the part 
of the banks which have engaged init,asa shameful 
end fraudulent imposition upon the publie, ptis fi 


awe 


} enough of itself but the custom house books show 


that these banks would in reality have increased 
their specie to ten millions this year, had it not been 
for the sums exported to foreiga countries. The 
exports of specie, up to near the end of November, 
were $4,435,815; of which $312,811 was in gold, 
But this is nothing, according to the Philadelphia 
letter. It is nothing; while the one-third of that 
sum going into our land offices, and thence 
through Government payments to the people, is 
to create intense distress, derange the exchanges, 
deprive the banks which affect to be injured. by 
the Treasury order of all capacity to make loans 
to business men, and justify them in throwing 
borrowers into the hands of usurers to be fined at 
the rate of three per cent. per month discount— 
equal to four per cent, interest—for the use of 
money. > 
But Mr. B. had another test to apply to the capa- 
city of those banks to furnish the small amount of 
five milions of dollars per annum for the purchase 
of public lan is. It was in the contrast exhibited by 
ihe one thousand banks of the United States with 
what is done by a single banker in the English 
ccusty—he might almost sa’ kingdom instead of 
county, for Lancashire, in point of wealth, is 
egual to the second rate kingdoms of Burope—in 
the English county of Lancashire, and where 
there are no local paper-issuing banks or bank- 
ers. He would give the sworn words of Samuel 
Jones Lloyd, Esq. a banker examined before the 
committee of thirty-one members of the House of 
Commons in 1832; a committee of which Lord 
Althorpe was chairman, and such men as Sir Ro- 
bert Peel, Lord John Russell, Mr. Goulborn, Sir 
Heary Parnell, Mr. Banng, and more than two 
dozen scarcely their inferiors, were members, 
and in which such men as the Governor of the 
Penik oF Engiaad, Mr. N. M: Rothschild, and an 
hundred distinguished . bankers and merchants 
were witnesses. Mr. Lioyd, among other things, 
testid to the quantity of gold paid weekly by. 
single banking establishment, his own, for wages 
t: working peoole in the city ef Manchester, one 
out of the many great cities which Lancashire 
contains, This is the part of his evidence relat- 
ing to this point: í : 
“A great amount in gold is paid at Manchester in wages, 
Witness’s house issues about 25,000 sovereigns weekly. Tha ¢ 
issue was formerly in one pound notes. There is no local issue 
in Lancashire.” 


Here are three statements, (said Mr. B ) which 
ought tə be stereotyped on the head and heart of 
friend to the constitutional currency of our Ame- 
rica. 1. Twenty-five thousand sovereigns paid 
weekly by one banking house, for wages to 
working people, 2, This amount formerly paid in 
one pound notes, 3. No local bank issuing paper 
now in Lancashire. . 

Confining his remarks to one only of these state- 
ments—the amount of weekly payments in gold, 
Mr. B, said the annual amount was.one million 
three hundred ‘thousand sovereigns, equal to six 
millions and a half of dollars! ‘This was paid, by 
a single banking house; and are we to believe that 
the 1,000 banks in the United States cannot fure 
vish the same amoun: for the purchase of the 
public lands? And are we, after attempting to 
make them do it, to be clamored down by a com- 
bined cry from speculations, a part of the banks, 
and politicians, thet the country was paralyzed and 
desolated by the experiment, and that all farther 
attempt must instantly cease? : 

Mr. B. would make a short issue with all these 
complaining banks; they either have, or have 
not, their proportion of the forty-five millions of 
Specie which they report is in their vaults. If 
they have it, there is no difficulty in furnishing: 
specie for the land offices; if they have it not, 
then their returns are deceptive—their periodical 
exhibitions of specie are nothing but show money; 
and the sooner the people find out their hollow- 
ness and emptiness, the better for the whole com- 
maniy. 

But (continued Mr. B.) let the amount of specie 
be what it may in the banks, the fact is that there 
is about seventy-five millions in the country, and 
a roodly part of that is in the hands of the commu- 
nity. In October, 1833, when the deposites' were 
removed, the whole amount of specie in the bank, 
was returned at about twenty-five millions, and 
that in the hands of the community was computed 
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at only four milions. community is pow 
computed to have twenty-eight millions, end the 
annual increase is thus repored by the Secretary 


of the Treasury: 


Dates, 


Year. ace 
October, 1833, 
Ist January, 1834, 
1st January, 1835, 
1st January, 1836, 23,000,000 
1st December, 1836, 28,000,000 


ee E a E E a 
Here then is a sum in the hands of the coma- | 
nity, sufficient to supply the public lind demand, | 
on account of actual setilers, four times over. Phe i 
rapidity with which gold and silver has increased | 
since the commencement of the operations te ré- 
store the constitutional currency, should banish | 
all doubt on the practicability of doing it. See | 
what has been done in four years against the pow- 
erful opposition, the systematic resistance, and the 
scoffiings and jeerings of a great political and 
moneyed party. Four years more may be equally 
successful, if these resolutions can be cefcated; 
and instead of seventy-five millions, one hundred 
and twenty millions, and nearly forty miilions of 
it gold, may be in the country, But nobody ex- 
pects this amount to come into the county, or 
what is in it now to remain, unless the Federal 
Government can continue its onward course in the 
reformation of the currence y. IF it relapses into a i 
paper money currency, the whoe community | 
must relapse into it also; and the result must be, 
what it has been heretofore, universa! banishment 
of the precious metals, the eventual stoppage uf 
all the State banks, and a cali for the re-es.ablish- | 
ment of the Bank of the United States as the only | 
safe regulator o! the State currencies. i 


$4,000,000 
12,006.000 
18,¢00,000 f 


The increase of banks and paper money, and |} 


the necessity of restraining the issues of these 
corporations, as alleged in the President’s me 
was next adverted to by Mr. B. He refe 
the report of the Secretary of the Tre sury, 

which showed these results: 


i 
; : lp Paper in active cir- || 
Dates, | culation, | 
S 
Near 1 October 1833 - $80,000. 609 | 
1 January 1834 - 76, 0u0, 609 } 
1 January 1835 - 82,000,000 | 
1 January: 1836 -~ 103,009,000 
1 December 1836 120,009,099 


i : 


Here is an increase of avout forty milions of 
paper money in two years. But it is not the 
whole increase in that time. ‘The computation is 
principally made from the returns of the old banks; 
while one hundred and six new onde, with capitals | 


the old banks, had bec n aea during t tbe past 
winter; so that fifty milions of increase of p 
was probably the amount when the T 
order was issues, and the increase going on 
a deplorable rapidity. The na tions al domain was 
the object that was attracting it. ‘Phe tempt: 
was irresistible. A quire of paper, 


over with figures, would fransmute int 
100,000 acres of land; a ream of paper into 
a million of acres. Gane thousand engine 


were at work, striking this paper; hosis of specu- 
lators, loaded with bales cf it, were on their way 


i 
i 
t 
| 
$ 
i 
i 
i 
to all the new States. Tt was evident the national i 
| 
I 
H 
i 
t 
i 
i 
t 
4 
i 
i 


was 


domain was becoming a fund aor th 
of all this paper. It was all receivable exe 
for Jands; and the holders of these bills see: 
consider them-as essignais, like thos 
French National Convention, cony ert 


paper, 
place. The P: resident, acting id r the 


i 
| 
| Specie in active circulation, E 
í 
| 


i which the cri 


tion'and laws of the country, applied the 


remedy 


laws 
He saved the na- 


and which the 
authorized. 


sis required, 


and constitut 


tional domain; he che cked the expansion of the 
paper sys ; he saved the Treasury from a fright. 
fol sccumulati: m of “unavailable funds; and 
1 
n 


e prevented that catastrophe i in the State banks 
ta winch the Bank of the. United States is anxious. 
ly looking, systematically promoting, and impa- 
tiently awaitiug! that catastrophe in the local 

anks which would again disgrace and discredit 
hee and bring forth the whole United States 
Bank party to exclaim, we told you sof we told 
you this would be the consequence of not renew- 
ing our charter! and now you all see it! and we 
demand the tadlishment of the national bank, 
as the only means of regulating the State banks! 
President Ja s prevented all this; and has 
shown that the constitutional currency can regu- 
late the State 3; end for this he has drawn 
upon hisiself the denunciations of disappointed 
speculators, disappointed politicians, and disap- 
pointed bankers. He has preveated many and 
great evils, and among cthers the further 
depreciation of the currency. Fifty milions 
of additional peper, put out in tivo years 
has enabled the banks ío imprison 45 millions 
of specie, and the whole 130 ‘millions of pa- 
per money afloat during the summer has depre- 
ciated i ncy; which is seen by the 
importa 


ror wheat from Germany and the Black 
by the importation of beef and pork from 
ir 1, hay trom Scotland, snd many other ne- 
cesssries of life from Europe; which is seenin the 
rise of price in every article which Cepends for its 
sale on our depreciated currency; for ‘articles 
whose price depends npon. foreign markets, where 
the notes of our 1,000 b: inks are not taken for mo- 
ney, as tohacco and cotton have not risen. The 
progress and the evils of this depreciation, which 
commenced before the ‘Preasury order—which 
that orter has checked, but which must recom- 
mence with its recission, js powerfully sketched in 
that part of President Jeckson’s message which 
relates tothe currency. He 

“Phe prog ofan expansion, or 
the currency, cessive bank issues, is always attended by a 
loss to fhe jaboring classes. This portion of the communtiy 
ither time nor opparcaunity to walch the e&bs and flows 
money mar ket i 
, they do not perce 
y the same, or even some 

in fact, by the ra apid increase 


se 


ea, 


her a depreciation of 


aned pate to thar of the 
y the depret lation, in 
jin cirenlation, wagi es as 
soon found that the whole 
on our home industry for 
ld and silver cireuiate and 


price of land and labor, 
se in tho pr } 


an faceured nd agri- 
expor tation from the coun- 
use iney cannot be sold for 


culinr 
try of 
Lobl, < 


] to pay 
of specie 
ACy— unu 


rreney. re impiudéncs 
issue, are equally 


xd the camai 


England that a sud- 
ion steriing, by Bank 
will, in many states of the 
produce a depreciation in the 
nich wi i be sensibly felt in the 
kingdom; i, then is to he the effectRof an in- 
of fifty milions ef paper do? Hars, ig two 


years, in this conntry? Ii raustbe what every 


2 
a 


bas 


person sees, and tts ber a depreciation of 
at least one third of vaine o paper money! so 


€ ery person living on salaries, fixed income, 
„are in the coniitien of having suffered 
2 of one-third of their income. 

ag as dear in our young and 
aS In the aged aad crc ded ac 
„et no one delude himself with the belief. 


muniries of 


that there is no depreciation while bank notes conti- 
nue to be cunvertible into gold and silver;this would 
be a great error; for it is of the very nature of de- 
preciating paper to carry down gold and silver 
with it, until things reach that point, when pru- 
dent men begin to exact payments in hard money, 
or, which is the same thing, to carry home in silver 
at ‘night the amount of every note received during 
the day. When things have reached that point, and 
about the time when all prudent men have taken 
care of themselves, the public mind begins to get 
uneasy. Some cause, no matter what, starts an 
alarm; and, and ina few weeks the explosion is 
universal. Such was the point to which we wete 
rapidly tending in July last. President Jackson 
has arrested this depreciation, and eaved the coun- 
try from a dire calamity. His Treasury order 
has saved jt. It bas stopped the issues of a host 
of banks, and bonnd up the elements of desolation in 
their own caverns. The raging winds are now im- 
prisoned; Boreas, Eurus, and Auster, are now oon- 
fined. The fabulous conception of the father of poets 
is realized, not upon the ocean of waters, but upon 
the ocean “of paper money. Tie elements of de- 
struction ‘are tied up; and wo to those who, imi- 
tating the rash conduct of the companions of Ulys- 
ses, shall untie the fated bag, and turn loose tem- 
pests, storms, and desolating fury upon the land. 

Mr. B. said it would be unjust, after saying so 
much of the expansion of the paper currency, 
and the over-issues of the local banks, not to add, 
that the picture was not intended to be applicable 
to the whole of these banks; that he knew of 
many honorable exceptions, and there might be 
many more that he did not know of. His means 
of information were limited to the official returns 
of the deposite banks, now about ninety in num- 
ber; and while, of these, he saw many whose paper 
dollars in circulation, to say nothing of their depo- 
sites, were five, ten, fifteen tu one for their specie 
dollars in their vaults, yet there were others where 
the proportion was he other way. The Mer- 
chants? Bank, Boston, had $284,000 specie, and 
$256,000 in circulation; the Bank of America, New 
York, had $1,490, 000 in specie, and $572,000 
notes out; the Manhattan, in the same place, had 
$690,000 specie, and $566,000 paper out; the 
Planters Bank, Georgia, had $497,000 specie, 
$361,000 paper; and many others whose issues but 
slightly exceeded their specie in hand, It was due 
to these banks, and doubtless to many more, 
whose returns were not accessible to him, to ex- 
cp st them from the censure and the complaint 
which lies against those whose unjustifiable issues 
ey e produs “ed the expansion an} depreciation of 

urrency which is now visible to all. 

Adverting to President Jack.on’s great design. 
of increasing the specie in the country, Mr. B. 
saih, there was an indissoluble connection between 
the state of the specie in a country, and its pros- 
perity or distress. They were cause and effect, 
and rose and fell together. On this point he had 
a table to produce which must carry conviction to 
every mind which was open to the influence of 
facts and reasons. It wasa table which covered 
the most disastrous, and the most prosperous pe- 
riod of our own time; and which required but the 
application of every one %3 own knowledge of 
events to lead to just and inevitable conclusions., 


Tuble of import and export of gold and silver coin 
ana bullion, from 1821 to 1836. 


Years Imported. Exported. 

EZ 1821 | $8,064,890 $10,478,059. 
ESS (192 3,369,846 10,810,180 
Z 5,097,896 6,372,987 
2 8,379,835 7,014,552 
= | 6,150,765 8,797,055 
j 6,880,960 4,704,533 
£ 8,151,130 8,014,880 
= 7,489,741 8,243,476 
7,403,612 4,924,020 
£ 1839 8,155,964 2,178,773 
Rž% (183 7,305,945 9,014,931 
ZES j 1932 5,907,504 5,656,340 
g2 91833 7,070,368 2,614,952 
SZE (1834 | 17,911,632 1,676 258 
288 Pigs | 13,131,447 5,748,174 
325) 1836 i 12,166,372 4,435,815 


= 
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~: Here (said Mr. B.) isa period of sixteen years, 
divided into portions of four years-each, by the ad- 
ministrations of different Presidents. The first 
showed a heavy export of specie, and thé loss of 
near twelve millions of dollars; the second, a loss 
of about. a million and a half; the third, a gain of 
about six, millions; the fourth, a gain of near forty 
milions, and- upwards of that amount. when.the 
produce. of our native’ gold mines were add: d. 
These were the results; and without embarrassing 
‘his remarks with complicated details, he would 
take the periods of strongest contrast, the first and 
the last feur years of the sixteen. Every person 
would recoilect the period of 1821, °2, 73, °4. It 
was the season of bank stoppages; of depreciated 
paper. money; of stop laws, relief laws, tender 
laws, loan laws, property laws—the season of de- 
. pressed. ‘prices .of property and produce, of 
ruin to debtors, and harvests to money holders 
and cautious capitalists, It was the time when 
a creditor who should receive from his debtor 
ten dollars in Kentucky paper and give five 
silver dollars in change, would have received 
nothing, and the debtor would have paid nothing. 
‘It was the time when two bills for the same article 
wasmade outin the west; one for silver, and one for 
paper, the latter being the former multipled by 
two. Now look to the table. This disastrous sea- 
son wil be seen to have been the period of kast 
importation, snd greatest exportation of specie. 
Search the memory, and it will inform you that 
the Bank of the United States, then just recover- 
ed from its own crisis of 1819, and just strong 
enough to. do mischief, was employed in evi-ce- 
rating the whole interior country of its gold and 
silver, and collecting it on the sea board, where it 
was exported to counti ies unafilicte! with the pes- 
Vlence ofpaper money. Look to the last period, 
the present time; and, it willbe seen that, dating 
from that era which should become national, and 
receive perennial honors in anniversary celebra- 
tions—the most glorious cra of the removal of the 
deposites!—dating from that era, sad it will be 
seen that we have pained near forty milhons 
of specie by importations, and that’ the gain 
exceeds forty millions. when the dom istic 
supplies are added. The present period, 
then, is the season of the greatest inersase of 
- specie ever known; and such also is the national 
prosperity. Never before dit tie prosperity of 
the country equal the present time; never was 
there such exuberance of prosperity; and that, 
after tnaling-due allowance for what is fictitious, 
from the excesso? paper, and the effect of a de- 
pre ciated entrrency. “Chis excess and deprecia- 
tien would be fatal, wore it not far the scventy- 
five millions of specie in the country. But these 
three score and fifteen millions are the safety of 
the land. They make the people independent of 
the banks; they make them independent of panics; 
they prepare them for the present panic, this 
starveling concern, now in a course of prepara- 
tion by the authors of the cld one Thar ks to the 
wisdom, the foresight, the energy of President Jack- 
son; he has preparcd the country for this second 
panic; he has for ified it, and armedit for the contest. 
Seventy-five millions of specie puts paper at de- 
fiance, and enables the country to stand th> shock 
of the encounter. No longer can banks set them- 
sėlves:up above law, and above Government. No 
longer can they stop payment, and force their dis- 
honored paper ‘upon the country. The bank that 
would now attempt it would. instantly be put to 
the test of insolvency, and subjected to the iaws 
of the land as well as to the law of public opinion. 
Her dishonored paper would-be driven in upon 
her, and the last hard dollar extracted from her 
vaults. These being the fruits of Presidènt Jack- 
son’s great measures for restoring a specie cur- 
rency, who can justify the opposite course which. 
is now proposed; a course by which specie is to 
be dispensed with by the Federal Government, 
paper to take its place, specie again to become an 
‘article. of merchandise for exportation to foreign 
countries; and the disastrous scenes of 1821, 
72, °3,"4, again realized. The crisis hail approached 
in July; paper was pouring into the ‘Lreasury; 
specie was departing for foreign climes; President 
: Jackson checked the inundation of paper, and he 


nthe coustitution itself; and has been the 
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compelled the departing specie to countermarch; 
to face west instead of east; to our land offices | 
instead of foreign ports; and in doing this, he has 
benefitted his country, and drawa upon himself 

the denunciation of those who now attack him. 
Mr. B would conclude his observations on this 
part of the subject, with calling the attention of 
the Senate to the public imputation of wicked mo- 
tives, attributed to President Jackson, in the Ken- 
tucky sp-ech and Philadelphia letter, from which 
extracis had been read. Christian charity for- 
bids, and gentlemanly breeding avoids, the gra- 
tuitous imputation cf malignant motives. There 
are cases in which delicacy recoils from a public 
and insulting reference. from ene man to another. 
But where was Christian charity, gentlemanly breed- 
ing, or delicacy of feeling, when such wordsas these 
were used in reference to President Jackson? “J 
have little doubt that the specie order was the RE- 
VENGE of the President upon CONGRESS for 
passing the DISTRIBUTION LAW.” Bere, said 
Mr. B is not only a personal outrage to the Presi- 
dent, but an atiempt to excite the resentment of 
Congress against him. and to merk him for the ven- 
geance of ali who are disposed to pervert the depo- 
site act into a distribution law; and ail this, too, upon | 
the gratuitous imputation of a wicked motive for a 
measure, just, wise, legal, and indispensably 
necessary within itself! Motives, coptinued- Me. 
B_ are within the cognizance cf the Searcher of sll 
Hearts. He can see them as they are; the mor- 
tal eye may mistake them. [tis good, tien, for 
frail humanity to be slow in ying a bad mo- | 
| 


tive for even a questionable actio had, there- 
fore, refrained from all reference to motives for 
the design of those coincident asd twia produc.. 
tions from which he had made quotat $ Kone 
tucky speech and the Philadelphi 
had not said thst they were the re 


ions, t 
letier! 


Me | 
uve of disap- 
pointed ambition, for a lost Presidential chair, nov 
of disappointed avarice for a national bunk | 
charter. He had not even intimated that the 
marble palace in Chestnat strect, and the shady 
groves of Ashlind, might uscious to the 
embraces from which this inding resolation 
has sprung; or, that ihe imperative requisition 
upon this Congress to command the initant re- | 
peal of the Treasury order, was founded in any ji 
scheme to obtain, from the representatives of the i 
people, a triumph over that MAN to whom the | 


1 


people themselves have granted so many 
umphs over the same parsuers, 
he bad omitied all such intimations; and should 
drop all further notice of them now.  Leavi r 
then the actors and accessories to this proceeding, 
its origin and thei 


For himself | 


ne 


f otives, to the phasis undor 
which they themselves hive exbibited it, kes? 
join President Jas aia tbe confident be is 
pressed by him io the concleding päragraph of 
that part of nis message which reiates to the issu. 
ance of the Treasury order, “Zhe his counter 
would find, in the MOTIVES which had induced it, 
and in the HAPPY consequences which have ensued, 
much to commend, and nothing ty condemn? | 
Mr. BEN FON said, he had stated in the com- 
mencement of his speech that two great objects 
were to be accomplished by this rescinding reso- 


lution; first, the condemnation of President Jack- 
son for a violation of the laws and constitution: and 
the destruction of the public prosperity; and, se- | 
condly, the overthrow of the. constitutional cur- 
rency, aad the imposition of the paper money of 
all the State Governments upon the Federal Go- 
vernment. He had spoken to the first of these 
objects, and, as he hoped, successfully vindicated 
the President from aH the charges on which: it 
rested; the second object was now to be attended 
to, and wou'd be discussed with all the br. vit 
and despatch which the magnitude of the subject 
permitted, 

This design (said Mr. B.) to overthrow the hard 
money system ef the censtitution, and to exthrane 
the paper money system in its place, is as old as 


es uy deading | 
po'icy ofa great political party, from tre founda. 
tion of thst party, near fifty years ago, and under | 
all its mutations of name, down to the present 
hour... Gold and silver, though not without a 
struggle fora national bank and a national paper | 


Ei 


currency, were made the currency of the Federal 
Government by the convention which created this 
Government. So fixed and j-a'ous was the miad 
of the convention on this point, that even the 
power of coining gold and silver, which had been 
left to the States, under the articles of the confe- 
deration, was taken away from them by the new 
constitution, The members of that great conven- 
tion were not only fixed upon having gold and sil- 
ver for the currency of the new Government, but 
also determined upon iis uniformity, so that the 
same piece should be the same thing, in: form, 
name, device, and value, throughout the 
Union, The exclusion of paper money was as 
carefully enforced by the constitution as the adop- 
tion of gold and silver was sedulously guarded. 
The words of the constitution and the history of 
the times, and especially the 44th No. of the 
Federalist, written by Mr. Madison, all prove this. 
The early legislation of Congress conformed to 
the words and spirit of the constitution, and 
adopted the plainest and strongest language to 
guard the currency which it bad adopted, The 
two acts, fundamental for the collection of the 
two great branches of the revenue—lands and 
customs: that of 1789 for the fatter, and 1800 for 
the former, were express that gold and silver 
coin only should be received for the customs, and 
specie and evidences of the public debt only, for 
the public lands. Those two great acts, being 
faithful interpreters of the constitution, have never 
been openly ked in either House of Congress, 
in all the changes which subsequent legislation 
has made in the laws, of which tae hard money 
enactments are pact, these clises have been re- 
tained in the same, or equivalent expressions; so 
that a hard money currency still remains the con- 
stititional and the statntory currency of the Fed- 
eral Goverament, ‘temporary ensctments in fa- 
vor of Treasury notes, and United States Banke 
notes, have ceased; and the joint resolution of 1816 
neither does, nor can, repeata law. Resolutions, 
whether joint or several, ave not the mode of nation- 
allegislation, They are oniy declaratory of facts or 
principies, or expiessive of the opinionsand pur- 
poses of the House or Houses, from which they ema- 
nate, ‘Che joint resolution ditfers from the single ijn 
nothing but in being the deciaration, the opinion, ov 
the purpose of bota Houses, instead of one. This 
being the case, and the two fundamental enact- 
ments of 1789 and 1800 being still in force, as 
retained in subsequent alterations of the laws to 
which they bz long, the question is, how comesit that 
they nave been treated as dead rs onthe sta ute 
book, and paper money received in place of the 
hard money which wey imperstively require? 
‘The answer to this question (s dd Mr. B ) carries 
usup to the time of General Hamilton, to the first 
year of his acininis.ration of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, and to the foundaticn of the political school 
of which he was the head. As Secretary of the 
‘Treasury, it became his duty to carry into effect 
the act of 1789, for the collection of the custom. 
house duties in gold and silver coin only. Instead 
of carrying the Jaw into ellect, he nullified it by 
construction, He interpreted “gold and silver coin 
only,” to be the notes of specie-paying banks; and 
a deposite of bank notes, as cash, to be a deposite 
of specie, ‘This was his construction, and the 
order which he issued to the collectors of the re- 
venue corresponded with it. At the ensuing ses. 
sion of Congress he justified this construction in 
an argumentative report; an l a few extracts from 
this report will show how the plain meaning of a 
law can be turned upside down by construction, 
and will reveal the source of the first imposition of 
peper money upon the Federal Government, and 
the reasons fur tnat imposition. 7 

“This section [30th of the revenue act of 1789] provides for 
the receipt of the duties in gold ani silver coin only. "T'he 
Secretary has considered this provision as having for its object 
the exciusion of payments in the paner is of the parti- 
cuiar States, and the securing the im ie or ultimate col- 
lection of the duties in specie, as intende prohibit to indivi- 
dwus the right of p 2pt gold ar silver 
coin; hut not to hinder the Treasury irom making such arrange- 
ments as its exigencies, the speedy command of the public re- 
sources, and the convenience of ihe community, might dictate; 
these arrangemenis being compatible with the eventual receipt 
ofthe duties in specie. * =" © Such were the reflectioas 
of the Secretary with regard to the authority to permit. bank- 


nores to be taken in payment of the duties. The expediency of 
doing it appeared to him to be still less questioaable. The ex. 
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tension of their circulation by.the measure, is calculated to in- 
Grease both the ability and inclination of the banks fo aid the 
Government. * * * Banknotes beinga convenicn 
cies of money, whatever increases their circulation iuc 
the quantity ef current money. 7” * Bat, convinced 
as the Secretary is of the usetuiness of the regulation, yet, con- 
sidering the nature of the clause upon which these remarks 
anise, he thought it his duty to bring the subject under the eye 
of the House. The measure is understood by ail concerned, to 
be temporary. Indeed, whenever a na:ionaf bank shal! be in- 
stituted, some new disposition of the thing will be a mauer of 
course.” 


-Such was the argument, and such the object 
for departing from the act of 1789, and from the 
constitution, of which it was the. faithful exposi- 
tor. The effect was the gradual and general dif 
fusion of a paper currency over the c 3 
a correspondiag general and gradual disappearance 
and banishment of gold and silver; so that whe 
the first national bank charter cxpired, in 1811, 
the Federal Government was beit without a na- 
tional currency, baving neither United States 
Bank notes nor gold, and but little silver in the 
country. Mr. Madison’s administration was then 
driven to the deplorable necessity of using State 
bank paper for a national currency; and ihe re-ult 
is teo well known in the ten years’ convulsions of 
the paper system which ensued. 
the whole was the speedy resort tu another nation- 
al bank, Tiis bank came to its conclusion under 
the administration of President Jackson; and he, 
avoiding the error Into which President Madison’ 
administration bad failen in 1811, resoived io re-¢ 
tablish the constitutional currency, and es 
to revive the circulation of gold, which had cessed 
for more than twenty yers. The succe:s of tis 
great plan was truly flatering., “ihe gold curen- 
cy, in three years, had risen srom nothing to about 
fifteen millions of dolars; and tne silver currency 
had increased in the same brief space fier de 
than thirty m-lions to «bout sixty minions, a 
both against the determined opposition of a pow- 
erful pulitical and moneyed purty, ‘Phe success of 
the experiment was established; and it was char 
that the party opposed to gold and silver 
could no longer effect any thuig by direct 
opposition, A new mode of making head against 
it was then fallen upon; and that new mode 
was to expand the paper system until it burst- 
ed, and thus to ruin the party in power by 
ruining the finances and the currency. e gene- 
ral receivability of local paper for public lands, 
made it easy to inundate the Treasury, through 
the land offices, witn local bank pape ud e 
spirit of speculation co-operating wid ; polt- 
cal desiga, turned an iumense flood of paper up- 
on the national domain. It was easy to sce that 
this mass of paper, though credited to the Govern 
ment on the books of the deposite banks as spect 
was not cash, but only promises to pay cast; and 
that, in fact, it was destined to become 2 new and 
second accumulation of unavailable funds. A 
crisis in the federal finances was evidently ap- 
proaching; and there wes every reason to believe 
—the fluors of the two Houses of Congress daily 
attested the fact—ihat swarms of specula 
loaded with paper money, were to alight upont 
pablic lands immediately after the rise of Con- 
gress. it was probable that many tens of milic 


S 


u 


of paper would thus have been converted into | 


land, and that the banks which issued it, be 
unable to redeem it, and tie deposite banks wh 


afe 


ik 


had improvidently credited it as cash, being unable : 


to cash it, the whole would have sunk upon the 
hands of the Federal Government. 
such a state of things is tvo obvious to be depicted. 
Not only the Federal Government would have just 
its land, and lost its revenues, but tie whole com- 
munity would have suffered. But here the energy 
and foresight of Presideut Jackson was again vic- 
torious over the designs of en.mies and theim- 
prudence of friends, He determined to arrest the 
floods of paper which were ready to intudate the 
Treasury. ‘the specie erder was issued, and the 
country wassaved. ‘Phe wrath which 
riage of so many fine schemes occasioned, burst 
forth upon the Prasident’s head; the specalator 
forthe loss of his myriad of acres; the polit 


for the escape of the Government from the dan- | 


ger that menaced it; the local banks ior 
loss of the national domain to bank upon; 


the Bank of the United States for the lois of 
its anticipated opportunity of proving that a na- 


The effect of | 


‘The evil of | 


tional bank was ind spensable to the safe collec- 
tion of the federal revenues. ‘To make distress in 
the country, and charge it upon the Treasury or- 
der, was now the resort of all the disappointed 
parties. The Kentucky speech, and the Philadel- 
phia letter, were the signal guns for a new panic; 
and the old drama of 1833 was immediately put 
in rehearsal for performance on the Washington 
boards as scon as Congress met. In. every re- 
spect this second pan.c was a servile copy of the 
former; the same plot, the same scenes, the same 
incidents, the sam + perform No fertility of in- 
j| veation characterized any part of it; no touch of 
genius enlivened the dult copy with the novel y 
even of a single new conception, er new phrase. 
|| Here we have it now, more ike a starved wolf at 
| the deor, than a rearing Kon; and lending its 
fecble aid tothe cause of this rescinding resolution. 
sto open the deors of the Trea- 


{i 


ihat resolution i 
sury again ta the mandation cf paper money, 
that the catastrophe averted list summer, may be 


produced neat spring; and the question now is, 
i) shall Co: gress gve up the public hinds to spoil, 


i| andthe pubie Treasury to unconvertible paper, 
i| after President Jackson has saved the country 
| frora both estis? Pihis is the point we are now 
at; and if any one wishes proof of the design to 
throw the constitutional currency and tu im- 
se Pap: r money upon the Government, let him 
fuok atibe usi ity of the abuse now lavished 
old a ver, and the applause bestowed 
money by all thal great party now 
nated by the distinctive features 
school, Here isa specimen, ta- 
hiladelphia igiter, the force and 
v of which wil be file comprehended by the 
mən ofte Mississippi river. 
Yt bout an exclusive metallic 
rd the steamboats, and 


nd si 


the F 


teken 
i] beauty 


jj errency ts guile as G 
H go back to poling up the M 


Thus isthe manrer m which this great party 
speak of the currency of the constitution,  Mise- 


rasle folery,?—as much bebied paper money a 
| akrel j- behind asteambont. But why lose time 
to prove their hatred of goll, and their adoration 
of paper? They would be ashamed to have it 
thought otherwise. They take care that nobody 
she't think otherwise by their ostentatious abuses, 
| in Sexson and cute’ season, of the gold currency; 
jj snd praise, without rhyme 


i| or ve y. it is inecontestiole, 

| then ton of the paper syatem upon 
ii the F vent, isthe second prest ob- 
i 


that for the avowed rea- 


il ject of this roschition; and 


i sons mo ntioned by Gen, Hamilton in his argument 
of 1799, in favor of substituting paper for goid and 


silver, 

Mr. B. envied not the vocation of any man, or 
of any party, woo employed themselves in the 
habitual vitaperaten of any part of the constitution 
of the counts i seially that part of it which 
was consid s framers as among the most 
important able. Gold and silver is the 
currency o! t Thore who attack 
that cur 
one oF Rs 
which most univer 
ery citizen is cone 
avtack that money 
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constitution guaran- 
hts and the sacred 
it, Br B. had 
inst gold; 
the great 
political paties which, under whatsoever names, 
have existed forn fifty years in this country; 
andi edy clear that, from the time of 
Genera sent day, a preference 
of paper te go been the distinctive 
tenet ofc s the essential and 
radical d 
Bir. i 
tion must hive an 
ush a current 
nothing can ansy 
which combines twa p 


value all oyer the cou 
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tible that every na- 
It must haye 
ame, but infact; and 
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diy, convenient 


ayy 
RUK 


cy. 


in 


ntry; secor 
ses hoth; 
guarane 
al na- 


Star 
constitu 


RUGA 


Gold is then the 


tional currency of the United States; and Mr. B. 
held all attempts to substitute paper in its place to 
be unconstitutional, and pernicious. Two national 
banks had been chartered to furnish a national pa- 
per currency; they have both been put down, after 
twenty years trial of each, by the power of the peo- 
ple. When the first was put down, a fatal error er- 
ror was committed by those who did it in not restor- 
ing gold; and that error was doubled by falling 
back upon local State paper, and adopting it for 
the currency of the Federal Government. Pro- 
fiting by that great error, those who put down the 
second national bank, made it a part of their plan, 
and the part upon the success of which. every 
thing was to depend, that gold, and not local 
bank paper, should become the national currency 
of the Union, This was the plan; and in pure 
stance cf it, many steps have been taken towards 
excluding local bank paper from the receipts and 
expenditures of the Federal Government, and in- 
troducing gold in its place. The largest and most 
essential of these steps was the Treasury order of 
July last; and now, the present movement for the 
rescission of-that order, and for the continuation 
of local paper in the receipts, and consequently in 
the expenditures, of the Federal Government, 

brings up the question, whether gold, or local 
paper, is to be made the national currency. It 

brings up the question; for, what the Government 

receives as cash, it must pay out as cash; and, 

what the Government thus receives and pays out, 

becomes the currency of the country also; for peo- 

ple single-handed cannot make head against the 

action of the Government, The effect of the pre- 

sent movement, then, is, to overtura the plan of 

those who put down the Bank of the United 

States; and to substitute for the national gold cur- 

rency, which they promised the country, the ac- 

tual paper currencies of all the States and Terri- 

tories of the Union. This is the effect of the 

movement; and the question now is, will the Se- 

nate put down gold? for gold can never live in 
such company, and adopt all these currencies? 

Passing by the constitutional objection, as too ob- 
vions to need enforcement, and too often invoked 

without effect, Me. B. would endeavor to address 
himself practicably to the sense of the Senate, by 
showing them the mass of the evil which it was 
proposed to assume. Here it is, said he, (holding 
up acopy of Bicknell’s Counterfeit Detector.) Here 
it is;a little volume of 32 pages, the first six con- 
taining twelve columns of the names of banks, 
alphabetical'y arranged by States and Territories, 

(Missouri and Arkansas the only names not in the 

list,) and each column containing about eighty 

names. The remaining twenty-six pages are filled 
with the description of the illegitimate progeny 
of these banks; that is to say, with a frightful and 

sickening exhibition of forgeries. Here then is 

near one thousand banks—prob-bly upwards of a 

thousand by this time—whose promissory notes 
are to be put onan equal footing with gold and silver 
at the land offices, custom-houses, and post offices 

of the United States; and which, being on an equal 

footing, will soon have the upper hand, and have all 
he custom-houses, land offices, an¢ post offices to 
themselves; for gold and silver will never go 
where they go, and will never abide where they 

sojourn. 

“We ure called upon (said Mr. B.Y to adopt this 
wilderness of banks as furnishers of currency to the 
Federal Government; to accept their paper pro- 
mises to pay gold and silver, in lieu of gold and 
silvers and thus to make them the coiners, not of 
money, but of paper for the Federal Government; 
and to enable them to supersede the constitutional 
coinage of the United States. He did not enter 
into the question how far the States, each for itself, 
might authorize paper currency; that is not the 
question now, but whether the Federal Govern- 
ment shall adopt as its own, all the paper cur- 
rences of all the States and Territories? This is 
what we are called upon to do; and by 
whom? Certainly there may be some very 
disinterested and very: patriotic men so cal- 
ling; but, more certainly, there are four deep- 
ly interested classes so calling, and visibly seen. 
at the head of the movement. These classes 
were, 1. The speculators, who want bank loans 
and bank facilities to enable them to out-bid the 
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settlers, and to` monopolize the choicest lands; 2. 
The local banks, who want the national comain 
ag a cipital to bank upon, and to give credit and 
ireülauon to their notes in all the new States; 
3. Politeians out of power, who foresec, in the 
reception of this local’ paper, the ruin of the 
finances; gnd in that ruin, foresee, also, the down- 
_ fall of those how in puwer, and the clevation of 
themselyes; 4 -The Bank of the United States, 
which foresees likewise, in the same ruin, its own 
resd 
goneinto abeyance wider a 
ready for the occasion. 
whose clan 5 


“State charter, to be 
These were the classes 
i ' against the Tressary order had 
stunned the pubhe ear; these were the classes 
who denounced the President; these the classes who 
demand uis instant rescision of that order, AS 
one of these who had contributed to put down the 
Bark of the United States, and who had promised 
a restoration of the gold currency, Mr. B. must be 
permitted to make head against this movement, 
which goes to re-establish that bank, and to sup- 
press that golden currency, 

Having stated the number of the banks in the 
United States, he would say a word as to theirre- 
puted capitals and circulation. The chartered ca- 
pital was computed at near cne thousond milliogs 
of dollars; the psid up capital was stated at three 
hundred and twenty five millions; the chartered 
right to issue paper money, exceeded one thou- 
sand millions; and the ectus! circulation was com- 
puted at one hundred and thirty millions. Now 
all the specie in the country is computed st seven- 
ty-five raillions, and allin the banks at forty-five 
millions; so that the reputed’ paid-up capital is 
four Limes greater than all the speciein the country, 
and seven Umes greater than all the specie the 
banks posiess, Mr. B did not pretend thatthe banks 
shouldalways have ail their capital in their hands; 
but he did insist that it must be in the country! so 
tbat, when needed, itcould behad. The reputed 
paid-up capital is not in the country, by a differ- 
ence of four to one; so that the fact stands re- 
vealed that a great proportion of these banks are 
banking on stock notes, and. on each others notes; 
and the stockholders not being liable, the founda- 
tions of a great number of these banks must be 
uusolid and delusive; entirely unsafe for the com- 
munity to rely upou; and that it would be a cruel 


thing for the Federal Government, by increasing: ; 


their cr dit, to extend the sphere of their circuta- 
tion, and to enlarge the voriex of their mischief 
when the day comes to which all unsolid banks 
are daily liable. 

Mr. U.sadthat we had borrowed the paper 
system from England, and fromthe Adam Smith 
school, whose work on politicaleconomy had ap- 
peared about the close of the American revolution, 
and created! that passion for banking which has 
since prevailed in Great Britain end our America. 
He would show that the English representatives 
of that school are nouw convinced of their error, 
and are endeavoring to extricate the counti y from 
al banks of issue except that of the Bank of Eag- 
land, for the solvency of which the Goverament of 
Great Britain stands securi:y to the whole amount 
of its capital, Repeating that we had borrowed 
the paper system from Great Britain, Mr. B. had 
two remarks to make upon i‘; first, that banki 
with us was on.a far more unsafe footing t 
Great Britain, secondly, that banks of i 
found to be too unsafe to be longer tolerated there. 


tauon; and which, pending that event, has, 
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He proceeded to show the foundations ca which | 


he made these assertions; and aft 
make a practical application of his remar 
question before the Senate. 

First, that banking in the United Siates wes on 
a more unsafe footing than in Great Britain, “There 
was a fundamental difference (he said) between 
classes of banks. In Great Britain there were 


„two. classes; one of discount, deposite, and ex | 


change;. another, of circulation. This latter cliss 
wes the only one existing in the United Ststes, 


and it wasfrom it that ALL the public ev ls of | 


banking flowed. Here, then, was a rad'cal dit- 
ference between the systems of banking in the two 
countries; the British system haviog the two spe- 
„cies of banks, and the American system having but 
one, and thatthe dangerous. one. Confining: his 
Fewarks, then, to the class commen to the twy 


rwards to | 
sto the | 


show that this 


countries, (banks of issue,} he would st d 
g in the United 


class'is on a far more unsafe foot 


States than in Great Britain. The Bank of 
England (he said) . was backed by the 
the Government of Great Br for its 


debts and capital. The notes ef the institution 
were a legal tender tothe Government; and in a 
Government whose annual taxes are two hundred 
and fifty milions of dollars, the legal receivabil.ty 
of notes to this amount is a fund for the redemp- 


tion of more notes then the Bank of England ever 


the 


had in circulation. | 


pression of eng and two-peund notes, has in a 
period of six years, anterior te 1832, ranged from 
18 to 23,099,000 sterl being about 190,- 
000,000 of dolars, Phe, taxes te the Go- 
vernment, then would absorb them, though at a 
loss to all holders wko did tot owe to the Govern 
ment the amount of whatthey held. ‘Chis was 
some security for the notes of the bank; but 
there was- nother, and a greater security, 
and this Jay im the direct responsibility of 
the Government for the whole amount of the 
capital of the bank. The capital of that 
bank consisted of successive loans to the Govern- 
ment, commencing in 1694, ina loan of £1,200,000 
sterling, and continued by additional leans, at df- 
ferent periods, until it amounts to £14,686, 000, 
and bearing an interest all the time at 3 per cent. 
per annum, ‘This is now the cepital of the 
bank, and the debt of the Goversment to the 
bank, asd the amount of the Government’s 
direct securitysh p for the Dabiities of the institu. 
tion, No suc Govern nent security as this jas 
exisied, or can exist in our country; and even 
with it, the Bank of Engiand has twice suspended 
specie payments, and once for twenty years; be- 
sides inflicting the ordinary evils of banking upon 
the Government andthe conntry,  Froceeding to 
what are called the country basks in England, 
Mr. B. showed that they were on a safer footing 
than the local banks of the United States, Ta 
the first place, the partners and stockholders 
were each liable in his person and property for 
the whole amount of the debts of the insti- 
tution; and this liabilty continued in the case 
of joint stock partnerships until three years 
after a partner had eeased to belong to the insti- 
tution, for every thing done while he was x men- 
ber of it. In the hex: place, the English banks 
issue no note under £5, which is both a check up- 
on their circulation and a diminution of the danger 
of losses to the community. In Eagland, every 
note bore a government stamp, and paid a tax, 
which was also some rest:aint on issues. The 
mode of piyment was another, as silver was only 
a tenler to the amount of forty shillings; so that 
country bank notes could only be paid ie gold, or 
Bank of England notes, and these latter could 
only be paid in gold; so that, directly of indirectly, 
goid was the fund of redemption for the whole 
Eogtsh circulation, which wasa far greater check 
upon bank isiues than silver. In the last place, 
forgeries coud be punished and resteaimed ia 
England, and can hardly be punished or re- 
strained in the United Ststes. The extent of 
cur counter, and the endence of the 
Siates, and their jadici , interpose effectual 
barriers against the punishment of forgeries ju one 
State upon the paper of other and distant States. 
These differences, continued Mr Ba, show that 
banking ig on a less dangerous focting in Great 
Britain than in the United States; and now what is 
the result of experience there? It is Ally years 
since the Adim Smith school esta’ lished their per- 

acfa paper system, and brought into gene- 
iks of issue on which they lavished 
all the holiday phrases still in vogue in the United 
States: “Weil regulated. specie-paying banks— 
properly constructed specie paying banks—duly 
restricted specie paying-hanks—safe and solid 
Specie. paying banks.” Itis fifty years sines these 
phisses ruled the legislation of Great. Britain; and 
whatis the lesson which 50 years experience has 
taught? Mr. B. would not answer this question from 
the writings of the anti-paper school, nor even from 
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the bullion school of England; he would answer it 
froma the Adam Smith school itself; from the wri- 
tings of Mr. M’Guloch, Professor of Political 
Economy in the University ef London, and: the 
present head of the Adam Smith school, whose 
work he has recevtly edited with a volume of 
nofes to show what has happened since the time 
of Dr. Smith, and. what improvements the paper 
system required in Engiaud. Mr. B. read the 
title of one of his chapters, and some passages 
from the chapter itself. fhis is the title, orin- 
dex, io the contents of the chapter: 

ry of Bank of England paper afloat at different pe 
ects produced ou contraction 
of the issues of the Bank of Eng'and ection of country 
bank paper in 1793-—Crisis of 1797—De ction of country 
poper in 1814, 1815, 1818; also in 1825 and 1825—Mea- 
proposed in 1826 for impreving the state of the currency 
marks on those measures—Proposal for taking security 
from country basks—Advantages tbat would result from car 
rying this proposal into effect-~Objections to it examined and 
answered.” 

Mr. Be then read some passages from the chapa 
ter itself) regretting the necessity which hmited 
him to few and brief exiracts: 

l Panic of 1793.— The extended transactions of the coun- 
try required fresh facilities for carrying them on; and, in conse- 
quence, a bank was erected in every mw own, anilin almost 
every village. ‘Yo torce their paper into circulation was the 
object of all. The catastrophe which followed was such as 
might have been foreseen. The currency having become re- 
dundant, Ihe exchanges took an unfavorable turn in the early 
part of 1792; and the Bank of England having been, m conse- 
quence. obliged to narrow her issues, amost violent revulsion 
took place in the end of that year and beginning of 1793. "Lhe 
failure of one or two great houses excited a panic, which proved 
fatal to myriads more. When this revulsion began, there were, 
itis sed, about 350 country banks in England and Wales, 
of wh bout 109 were compelled wo step payment, ard up- 
wards of 50 more were totally destroyed, producing by their fall 
anextent ofmisery and bankruptcy that liad been, until then, 
unknown in England.” 

2 Pantie of l 
all paris of } 
enurmons exp 
toan extraordi 
1814. This fali 
among the conntry bankers and their customers; and such a 
destruction of country paper took place as has not been par- 
ralleled, except only by the revulsion m 1825. By. 1816 no 
fewer than 240 country banks had stopped payments, and 92 
commissinns of bankruptey were issued by these establish- 
ments. The failures tha: then occurred were the more dis- 
tressing, as they chiefly affected the industrious and poorer 
classes, and frequently swallowed up, in an instant, the fruits 
of a long life of laborious exertion. Thousands upon thousands, 
who had considered themselves afluent, found they were deati- 
tute of ali real property; and sunk, as if by enchantment, and 
without any fanit of their own, into the abyss of poverty. The 
universality of the wretchedness and misery had never been 
equalled, perhaps, except by the breaking up of the Mississip- 
pischeme in Frances? F 

3. Panic o 5.—“ Nations are slow and reluctant learn- 
ers. and it seems as as if additional experience had been neces- 
sary to convince the Parliiment and people of England that 
there was anything defective Inasystem which had, in two 
previous instances, deluged the country with bankruptey; and 
which enablesevery individual, however poor and unpiineipled, 
who chonses to open a mene p, ta issue notes to serve as 
currency inthe ordi transactions of society! A rise of 
prices anda rage fo ea ion took place in 1824, 73, Many 
of the country bankers seemed to have no other object than to 
ge: themselves ini ed_to the public; and such was the vigor 
and success of their efforts to get their paper into circulation, 
that the amount ofitafloat in 1825 was estimated to be near fifty 
per cent. greater than the amount of it afloat in 1823. The 
consequences of this extravagant and unprincipled conduct is 
The currency became redundant—exchange be- 
gan to decline, and a heavy drain for bullion compelled the 
Bank of England to lessen her issues. This was the signal for 
the repetition of the tragedy of 1793, but on a much larger and 
mere magiificient scale, and with more des ive conse- 


quences. Sauve qui peut! Save himself who can! was the 
unive ery; and the destruction of couniry paper was so sud- 


Gee excessive, that s3 than six weeks above seventy 
badking estabiishments were swept off.” 


This (said Mr. R.) is MeCuiloch’s acconnt of 
the three paper system earthquakes which have 
taken plece since the time of Adam Smith, mau- 
gre all his fine phrases shout specie-paying banks, 
and bank nates equivalent to gold, and converti- 
ble into gold st the will of the holder. Three 
times in twenty-five years has the whole blown up! 
to sav nothing of the crisis of 1797, and the nu- 
merous small panics and individual explosions 
which have filled up the intervals between the 
large ones. The resultis a conviction that banks 
of issue must be suppressed, directly or indirectly, 
allover England. The mode proposed, is to re- 
quire security frem them, in addition to their indi- 
vidual liability, and that not the personal security 
of men, but the real security of lands mortgaged, 
or government stock pledged. Here is an extract 
from McCulloch on this point: - 


“Whatever banknotesmay be in law, they are practically, 
and in fact, a legal tender. The great mass of the people aro 
totally without tne power to refaso them, ‘The currency of 
many extensive districts consists almost entirely of county 
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England votes, a guarantee is taken by the Government far the 
notes which the bank issues; and the whole capital of the bank 
must be lost belore the holders of the notes can be suiferers. 
Why is nat the same principle followed with respect to coun- 
try banks? What objection can there be against rea 
those who take upon themseives the office of furnishing 
country with a circulating medium, to deposite with Bevern 
men. an adequate security for the pertormance of their en ` 
ments? In the use of money every one isa trader; those wh 
habits and pursuits ave litde suited to explore the mechanism 
af trade, are obliged to make use of money, and are no way 
qualified to asver i ent banks whose 
paper isin cire ap 
lim tect 


; and mechanics of all de- 
by the failure of conntry 
nent beyond all example. 
ould be protected by requir- 
ing of every co g y ak except the 
Bank of Er rnment jes rity to ihe 
whole amount of its capital) to deposite with Government, or 
with Commissioners appointed for that purpose, funded pro- 
perty, or other Government security, in some proportion to the 
amount of their issues. No establishment for the e of notes 
could then exist, unless it had been set on foot by ivi 
possessed ofadequate capital. And adventurers. 
on the funds of others, audsharpers, anxious 
indebted to the public, would fi 
field on which they could advant 
Mr. B. would economise time and words, and 
procesd ta the pract application of these ex- 
tracts from the present bead of the paper sys- 
tem school in England ftis a surrender and pro- 
posed suppression of all banks of issue excerpt the 
Bask of England, for which the British Govern- 
ment is the sseurtty and the responsible backer. 
This is what the original of our paper system, 
and a far safer system than ours, has come to in 
Engiand! Given up, and proscribed by the 
school that founded it, and that school more 
serivusly engaged now in putting down their sys- 
tem than they were fifty years ago in founding 
it And what is the stete of things with us? 
Not only an appalling extension of the pa- 
per. system through the annual bank incor- 
porations of nearly thirty Legislatures, State 
and territorial, but this attempt now made in the 
Senate of the United States to compel the adop- 
tion ofall the State and ‘Territorial paper systems, 
existing or to exist, by the Federal Government; 
and thus to make out of this multifarious mass, a 
national paper currency, This is the cect; and, 
without disturbing the States in the use of this 
paper themselves, Mr B. confined himself to the 
question betore the Senate, namely, the adoption 
ofthe whole of it forthe currency of the Federal 
Government, To this he had insuperable snd inexo- 
able objections, founded, firs’, upon the constitution 
of the United States; and, wea’, upon the unspeaka- 
ble mischiefs of the scheme. On the constitutional 
oint he would be brief, Imiting himself to the 
words of the instrument, and to Mr. Madison's 
Commentary. 


The constitution says: 


Against tt public 


Congress shall heve power: 

&To coin money, regulate the value there 
coin, and fix the standard of weights and measur : 

“Po provide for the pu nent of counterfeiting the zecuri- 
jes and current coin of the 

“No Stute shall coin me 
thing but gold and silver 


and of foreign 


y; emit bilis of credit; make any 
rain a tender in payment of debts.” 
Mr. Madisen, in No. 44 of the Federalist, says: 
America has sustained since the peacs, from 

y confidence 
and man; on the necessary confidence in the public 
on the industry and mo ofthe people, and on the 
of republi 


unadvised meas- 
j or rather an accumu- 
no otherwise than by a 
ive of the power which 
has been th i idition to these persuasive 
considerations, it may be observed that tha same ri ons which 
show the necessity ai denying tothe States the power of regula. 
ting coin, prove, with equal force, that they ought not to be at 
Jiberty to substitute a paper mecdnun in the place of coin. , 
The prwer to make any thi tut gold and silver a tender in 
payment of debts is withdrawn from the State , on the same 
principle with that of issuing a paper currency.” 


iation of 
volantary 


Resting the constitutional o tion to this adop- 
tion of the State paper currencies for the curren- 
ey of the Federal Government where the constitu- 
tion and dir. Madison bad put it, and merely refer- 
ring to the great revenue acts of 1789 and 1800, 


a 


for the correct exposition of the constitution, in 
limiting the :eceints for the custems and the lands 
to ‘* geld and silver coin only,’ and “ to specie or 
evidences of the public debt,” Mr. B, would state 
the heads, and the heads only, of the objections to 
the expediency of the measure. Prem'sing that 
what the Government received, es cash, would 
have to be paid out as cash, and that if local paper 
was received at a!l, it would soon be received to-. 
ta'ly and tothe exclusion of specie, and that lo- 
cal paper would thus become the actual currency 
of the Government and the country, until relieved 
from it by a general explosion, Mr. B. went on 
to enumerat: the practical evils of such an uncon- 
stitutional currency. 


1. The destruction of the standard, or measure 
of value. Paper money, neither is, ever was, or 
ever can be, a standard of vaiue. Its quantity vs- 
ries at the will of man, or rather at the will of 
each of the thousand Neptunes who preside over 


the acean of paser; and not only at their will, but 


without their will, in ihe mere imprudence or folly 
of those who direct paper issues, and the thousand 
causes which operate upon the expansion and 
contract‘on of banks, The standard, or measure 
of valuc, is at this moment materially altered in 
the Uniied States.. ‘Phis is scen in the increased 
price of every article which depends for its price 
upon the domestic market; and it is proved by the 
stationary or reduced price of every article which 
depended. for its price on foreign markets. Cet- 
ton and tobacco were in this latter class, and 
had not risen, but rather fallen; all articles of 
home use and consumption were in the former, 
and all had risen, some one half, some dou- 
ble. Tbe precious metals, from their uniformity of 
production, difficulty of suddenly and violently 
changing the quantify and intrinsic value all over 
the world, can alone make a standard or measure 
of value. Our constitution has guarantied that 
standard to us; and itis our sacred duty to pre- 
serveit. Mr. B. finished his remarks on this point 
with a quotation from Mr. McCulloch, preferring 
his authority to others because he was of the paper 
system school, though now limiting his system to 
the Bank of England only: , 

“No dowat hasever been insinuated with’ respect to the ex- 
pediency of the regulations by which all weights and measures 
of the same denomination are rendered equal. Runt money is 
not a _commadity merely; it is also the STANDARD or MEA- 
SURE, adopted by the sc y by which to estimate and com- 
pare the vaine of every thing else that is bought and said: and 
if ithe, as i s, the duty of Government to 
adopt every pract s for remedying all foot-rules af 
the same length, and al! shels of the same capacity, it must 
be still more incun on itto omit nothing to render mo- 
ney, or the MEASURE of VALUE, a measure which is beyond 
all questicn the most imporlant of any used in society, uniform 
or steady in its valne.” 

2. Usury. This, he said, was a direct effect of 
paper money, The more hanks of issue, the 
higher the rate of interest. Common hank inte- 
rest in the United States is seven per cent. or more, 
which is double the rate of interest in Holland, 
where there is no paper. But common interest is 
nothing compared to the usury which ensues great 
banking, end which becomes enormeus when 
banks, from necessity or mischief, stop discounts 
and throw borrowers upon money dealers. Three 
percent discount per month is thea the order of 
things; and this may now be seen in Philadelphia, 
where the United States Bank, with its thirty-five 
millions capital, on becoming a State institation, 
was to fill the State with money and reduce inte- 
t to ive per cert. But that bank does lend to 
e borrowers at five per cent. or less. The cor- 
respondence of the commissioners employed in 
examining the state of the bank, preparatory to 
the setilement of the value of the United States 
stock, shows i mass cf loans to the amount of 
20,337,156 00 of dollars, on extended or in- 
definite time, and at rates from 44, 5, 54, to 6 
per cent. per annum. No doubt many of the 
three per cent. per month borrowers get their sup- 
plies from a part of those loans. 

3. Panics, convulsions, and stoppages. These 
(said Mr. B.) are inherent in the paper system. 
They take place in England in defiance of ali pow- 
er in the Government and the banks thems:lves 
to keep them down, There, no panics are perpe- 
trated to scourge the country, or to overset the 
Government, saye and except the two political 
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ones listely seen, Mr. O’Connor’s, and the one 
during the interregnum of Lord Grey’s administras. 
tion. But here, panics are the regular work of 
hanks and politicians, and are now looked for 
whenever an important election is dependifg, or 
Congress is to be excited. i 

4. The expenses of the paper system. This was 
probably greater at present than the expenses of 
the Federal Government, and the whole a tax 
upon the praductive classes. The number of 
banks was about one thousand; each bank had ite 
officers, and they their salaries; each had its stock- 
holders, and they their profits. Then came losses 
for broken banks, counterfeits and depreciated 
paper; and changes in thy value of property from 
expansions and contractions of the currency. 
These oxpenses and losses were the price psid by 
the people for a paper currency; when they can 
get constitutional currency from the mints, without 
paying salaries, furnishing profits, or sustaining 
losses, if paper was checked and confined to 
large notes, 

5. Steck gambling, forgeries, banishment of all 
gold and silver, were all great evils inherent in 
the paper system, and too obvious to need, or even 
to endure, commentary. Mr.B therefore, barely 
named them, and left every one’s knowledge and 
memory to do the rest, i 

Mr. B. approached the conclusion of his res 
marks on this great subject. It was indeed a 
great subject, involving that momentous question, 
the national currency. © The Treasury order was 
a measure of regulation upon the State banks, in- 
tended to save the finances, and the currency, as 
well asthe public linds. The Ba:ksf the Uni 
ted States regulated the State banks by the simple 
process of excluding their paper from the federal 
receipts and expenditures; and this was effected 
by the 24th and 25th articlhs of the by-laws of 
thecorporation already read. She excluded them 
to make room for her own notes; and this was the 
extént of her skill, and of her merit, in all this 
boasted regulation of local currencies of which we 
hear so much. The Federal Government has only 
to do the same, andthe State bank issues are ` re- 
pelled upon their sources, and become compata- 
tively harmless, It is receivability for federal dues; 
itis receivab lity at the land offices, custom-houses, 
and post offices, which gives them wings to fly 
over the continent, «nd enables them to pass with- 
out regard to the credit or solvency of the bank 
from which they come. Itis the Federal Govern- 
ment endorsement which does the mischief; and 
this endorsement, for all the purposes of false 
credit, and want of responsibility, is given to the 
whole issue of every bank whose paper is made 
receivable for public dues. ‘The experiment has 
been tried, and local paper has failed as a national 
currency, and out.of that failure arose the second 
United States Bank. Tt will fail again! and again! 
and forever! There is no safety for the federal 
revenues, but in the total exclusion of local paper, 
and that from every branch of the revenue—cus- 
toms, lands, and post office. There is no safety 
for the national finances, but in the consti- 
tutional medium of gold and silver. After 
forty years of wandering in the wilderness 
of paper money, we have approached the 
confines of the constitutional medium. Seven- 
ty-five millions of specie inthe country, with the 
prospect of annual increase of ten or twelve mil- 
liens for the next four years, three branch mints to 
commenc: next spring, and the complete restora. 
tion of the gold currency, announce the success of 
President Jackson’s preat measures for the reform 
of the currency, and vindicate the Constitution 
from the Kbel of having preseribed an impractica- 
bie currency. The success is complete; aid there 
is no way to thwart it, but to put down the Trea- 
sury order, and te reopen the public lands to the 
inundation of paper money. Of this, it is net 
to be dissembled, there is great danger, 
Four deeply interested classes are at work 
to de it; speculators, local banks, United 
States Bank, end politicians out of power. They 
may succeed, but he, Mr. B. would not despair. 
The darkest hour of the night is just before the 
tresk of day; ard, through the gloom ahead, he 
saw the bright vision of the constitutional currens 
cy, erect, radiant, and victorious, Through re 
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gulation, or, explosion, success must eventually 
come, Ifreform measures go on, gold and silver 
will be gradually and temperately restored; if re- 
form measures are stopped, then the paper system 
runs riot, and explodes from its own expansion. 
Then the Bank of the United States will exult 
in the catastrophe, and claim its own re-establish- 
ment, as the only adequate regulator of the local 
banks. Then it will be said the specie experi- 
ment has failed. But no. The contrary will be 
known; that the specie experiment has not failed, 
but it was put down by the voice and power of 
the interested classes, and must be put up again by 
the voice and power of the disinterested commu- 
nity. ; 


APPENDIX TO MR. BENTON’S SPEECH. 

J. That the banks themselves, by contractions 
and expansions of the currency, lead to fluctuations 
which affect the prices of produce and property, 
and beget panics. 

1. Extract from the testimony of Joseph C. 
Dyer, Esq. Director of the Bank cf Manchester, 
taken before Lord Althorpe’s committee: 

“ The Bank of England, the cause of fluctuations and 
panics.”—“ The bank has been the cause of the panics. Their 
manner of issuing and withdrawing the Bank of England pa- 
per, produces those continued fluctuations, at -short periods, 
which affect the prices in the market, and thereby affect trade. 
Those issues, sometimes in a single week, vary three or four 
millions. The bink may be necessitated to do so, but such a 
necessity is that of inflictinga great evil on the country. . The 
returns of the weekly issues from the 28th of December, 1819 
to February 4th, 1326, prove witness’s statement.’ 

t The reason why it ia necessary to make an alteration in the 
banking system of Lancashire, is, that the circulation by the 
Bank of England subjects the trade to fluctuations, and exercises 
a pernicious influence over the destinies of commerce. This 
expansion and contraction of the circulation induce similar ef 
fects to a ruinousextent. AN the periods of panic may he attri» 
buted to that power exercised in secret, and of which the public 
can have no knowledge, until it has accomplished its results It 
stimulates over-igsues in the country, raises and lowers the value 
of money capriciously, aud erects its own security on the inse- 
curity of country bankers. Such a company, possessing such 
influence so exercised, isa dangerous company; and plans can 
be devised to procure a better circulation than the present, in 
whic hthere is neither stability nor steadiness.” , 

2. Extract from the preface to the digest of 
evidence taken beiord Lerd Althorpe’s committee 
in 1832: 

“The records of past history have invariably designated a 
time of peace as one of prosperity and happiness. But ever 
since the last war, the different great interests of this country 
have been in a continued state of fluctuation between the ex- 
tremes of prosperity and adversity; though the tater has unfor- 
tunately predominated. " * * " Inthe beginning of that 
year, (1825,) every class of the community was doing well, if 
not ina state of great prosperity. Buta change took place in 
the currency, by the Bank of England contracting their issues. 
The general prosperity, without any other visible cause, imme- 
diately received a check; and as the Bank contmued to contract 
their issues, matters became worse, until they ended in the 
panic, By thisa total derangement of the menetary system was 
occasioned, and every class of the community was thrown into a 
state of embarrassment; the injurious and depressing effects of 
which continued for some years, and this without any other ap- 
parent cause than the monetary derangement which had oceur- 
red.” * K “ An undue issue of four or tive millions by 
the Bank, (of England,) would eventually make an exaaordinary 
derangement in the value of all the property in the kingdom, 
and be productive of infinite mischief m a variety of ways.” 

3. Further extraet from the tesumony of J. C. 
Dyer, Esq. 

“Tthink the banks, so far from having saved the country 
from che effects of those panics, have been the cause of those 
panics; and that they have been the cause of a constant succes- 
sion of little panics, continually annoying the commerce ef the 
country, by monthly and weekly fluctuations.’? 


4. Extract from the testimony of Benjamin J. 

Smith, Esq. a director of the Bank of Manches- 
ter, before Lord Althorpe’s committee: 
_ © Phe supply of the circulation by the Bank of England sub- 
jects our trade to great and injurious fluctuations, owing to 
what is called a scarcity of money, arising from causes of which 
the public, who are deeply interested in that question, can have 
no knowledge. The objections to the existing system are, that 
the Bank of England has a secret and despotic influence and 
control over the destinies of our commerce, which we feel to be 
a most pernicious one.” 


H. No local banks of issue in the great county 
of Lancashire, including Liverpool and Manches- 
ter. Inland bills of exchange used in large deal- 
ings; gold in the common transactions, 

1. Extract from the evidence of J. C. Dyer, 


Esq. a director of the Bank of Manchester, before. 


Lord Altiorpe’s committee: 

“The bankers in Manchester who can, do not, issue notes 
in consequence of the strong fe-ling that prevails in Lancashire 
agaiust local paper. There were two occasions when that 
feeling was publicly expressed; first, in 1834, and next when 
the Bank of Manchester was formed. Bankers who intended to 
issue notes abandoned their intention, from a conviction 
that they could’ not, under any such-circumstances, derive any 
prost from the issue,” 


2. Extract from Mr. McCulloch’s Noteson Adam 
j Smith’s work: 

“The principal distinction between notes and bills of ex- 
change is, that every individual passing a bill of exchange has 
to endorse it, and by so doing makes himself responsible for its 
contents. Nothingcan be more inaccurate than to represent 
bank notes and bills of exchange under the same point of view. 
The note is payable on the instant, with ut de:luction—the bill 
not until some future period. The note may be passed to ano- 
ther, without incurring any risk or responsibility, while every 
endorser of the bill makes himself liable for the value of it. 
Bank notes form the currency of all classes, ef those who are 
not engaged in business, of women, children, laborers, &c. who 
are all, as we have secn, without the power to refuse them, and 
without the means of forming any correct conolusion as to the 
solvency of the issuers. Bills of exchange, on the other hand, 
pass only, with very few exceptions, between persons engaged 
in business, and who are fully aware ofthe risk they run in 
taking them.’? j 

3. Further extract from McCulloch’s notes: 

©The effect produced by the employment of interna} bills of 
exchange, have not certainly excited that attention on the part 
of most of those who have speculated on the subject ofcurrency, 
that might reasonably have been expected; but thisseems to have 
arisen chiefy from their having been but very imperfectly aware 
of the vast magnitude of the transactions settled by their interven- 
tion, and of the extent to which they areemployed. In the great 
mannfacturing county of Lancashire, and in part of Yorkshire, 
a bill on London at three months is reckoned a money payment; 
and by far the largest proportion of the currency consists either 
of the bills of bankers drawn on their correspondents, or of those 
of the merchants and dealers scattered up and down the coun- 
try. The following extracts from the evidence given before the 
committee ef the House of Lords on Scotch and Irish currency, 
in the session of 1826, show the great extent to which internal 
bills are now employed. Mr. Gladstone, an eminent merchant 
of Liverpool, informed the committee that, ‘We sell our goods, 
not for payments incash, such as are usual in other places, but 
generally at credits from ten days to three months date; these 
bills we pay to our bakers, and receive from them bills 
ov cash. We have a considerable portion of large Bank 
of England notes in circulation; these are generally used for 
the pament of duties, and also for the purpose of remit- 
tance; but the great mass of our circulation is in bills of ex- 
change. Sovereigns and smaller bank notes are only required 
for such objects as charges of merchandise, with duties, 
freights, and other items.’ Lewis Lloyd, Esq. ‘The wages 
of workmen are paid in gold or Bank of England notes; the 
manufacturer is chiefly paid in bills of exchange. When a bill 
is drawn in favor of a mannfacturer, he endorses it to the per- 
son to whom he pays it, and the person to whom he pays it 
pays it again to another; and it goes on often till itis covered 
with endorsements. Mr. Henry Burgess, a manufacturer at 
Leeds: “The great mass of the circulating medium of Tan- 
cashire, as in all the manufacturing districtsin the north, is 
bills of exchange: a part of the circulation is in gold and silver, 
and Bank of England notes. 


TIL Suppression of all banks of issue in Eng- 
land, except the Bank of England, directly by 
law, or indirectly, by compelling them to give se- 
curity for their issues. 


1. Extract from Mr. Culloch’s notes on Adam 
Smith: i 


“It seems, therefore, to be indispensable, either that the 
country banks should be eompelled. as has been previously 
proposed, to give full security for their issues, or that their pa- 
per should be suppressed altogether, and the paper of the Bank 
of England, substituted in its place. 7 * * * * Now, itis 
obvious, and is indeed universally admitted, that the only mea- 
sure that can be adopted for guarding completely against the 
misconduct, as well as the bad faith of the country bankers, is 
to compel them to give full security for the payment of their 
notes. ‘This, and this alone, can afford a sufficient guarantee 
to the public that the country paper in circulation will be re- 
turned when presented for payment, and thar it is really equiva- 
lent to gold. 

“Every country banker,on applying for stamps, should be re- 
quired, and obliged, previously to obtaining them, to lodge in 
the hands of Gevernment, securities in stocks of in landed es- 
talen, fully equivalent to the amount of the stamps issued to 

im.” 


2. Extract from the testimony of Henry Bur- 

gess, Esq. Secretary of the Committee of Country 
Banks, representing seven-eighths of the bankers in 
England, who bave resolved to relinqnish their cir- 
culation, rather than give security for it: 
__ “fheonly strong opinion to which the committee have come, 
is, that of sec urittes for their issues were demanded, they would 
relinquish their issues altogether. That reso!ution was embo- 
died in a petition te Parliament. * * * * The chiefreason 
why country bankers would cease to issue notes, if called upon 
for securities, 1s, that it would be giving a preference to one 
class of creditors over another; besides, giving securities weuld 
be lecking up their money in the funds, which money would 
thus be unavailable, and be also placed at risk. * “ * So 
they would prefer to give up their circulation.” 

IV. Extract from the report of the commission- 
ers appointed on the part ef the United States to 
examine into the debts and affairsof the Bank of 
the United States, to ascertain the value of the 
stock, showing above twenty millions of loans at 
low interest for long terms, or indefinite terms, 
and explaining the reason why borrowers in Phila- 
delphia are thrown upon brokers at two and three 


‘per cent, discount per month. 


1. Statement of the debts of the Bank of the 
United States, &c. on the 3d March, 1836: 


< -o |. NOTES DISCOUNTED. 
A. On bank'stock 


at6 pr. ct. 1 p 5 
B. On various.stocks and other se- j baa Ta 
curitics do. 4,061,658 71 


f LOANS DRAWING INTEREST. 
C. On bank stock 


con na : aaa ct.  1,294.800 00 
. On do. - do, 466, 
E. On various stocks and other 1300.00 
securities - 4 do. 250,000 00 
F. do. 4} do. 652.818 63 
G. do. - 5 do 4,551,865 65 
H do. - 5 do. 1,324,100 00 
I. do. - 5 do. 1,000,000 00 
K. do. - 5 do. 355,500 00 
L. do. - ‘5 do. 474,6C0 00 
M do. - 6 do. 1,296,678 UO 
N do. - 6 do 3,317,605 09 
Total as above, 20,337,336 80 


> The length of time for which some of these 
loans are made, is thus stated in the report: 

5 percent. C, due 24th August, 1887. 

6 per cent. D, “when due immaterial," 

4 per cent. E, due 2lst November, 1540. 

43 per cent. F, duc Ist April, 1838. 

5 per cent. G, due 15th March, 1838. 

5 per cent. H, due &h October, 1838. 

5 percent. I, due Ist December, 1855. 

5 percent. K. “time of payment indefinite.’* 

5} per cent. L, due 12th January, 1838. 

6 per cent. M, “when due immaterial.” 

6 per cent. N, “when due immaterial.” 

2. Statement of loans from the Bank of the 
United Stat: s to Thomas Biddle & Co,in the years 
1830, 731, ’32, taken from the report of Mr. Clay- 
ton’s committee of 1832, and now to be referred, 
as illustrative of some of the above loans on stocks 
or personal security: 


ert 
Year. Month. Paper. Discounter. | Rate, 
{ 

1830 Sept. 17| $144,950) $220,00015 percent 
Oct, 15} 1,131,672 1,123,190 § do 
Nov, 16! 737,112! 730,000 5 do 
Dec. 14) 737,0!2| 730,000 5 do 

1831 Jan. 1 722 $00] 720,000 5 do 
Feb. 15| 530.400 540,400 § do 
March 15! 400 600 400,000 5 do 
April 15| 480 000) 489,000 5 do 
May 17) 443,098] 443,138 44 & 5 
June 14) 571,178) 557,968: “do 
July 15) 501,152) 504,912 5 do 
Aug. 16! 573,912] 579,912 5 do 
Sept. 16) 573.9121 683.995 5&6 
Oct, 14) 580 000) 6987927; do 
Nov, 15, 580,000) 752,647; do 
Dec. 16 580,009] 689,125: do 

1832 |Jan. 17| $80,000] 652,388! do’ 
Feb. 17: 467,766! 488,328 5 do 


3. Further extract from Mr. Glayton’sreport of 
1832, to illustrate the conduct of the Bank of the 
United S ates in loaning much to the few, and lit. 
tle to the many, and explanatory of the present 
condition of the money market in Philadelphia, 
where small borrowers for short terms pay 3 per 
cent. per month discount for money, which may 
have come irom the Bank of the United States toa 
large borrower on a term of years, or indefinitely, 
or on immateriality of time: 

April, 1832, loans to 72 persons, $2,404,278 
a 


do 19 do 1,274,882 
t do 3 do. ` 341,729 
do 4 do 995,456 
$ do 1-person, 417,766 


Totals, 99 persens, $5,434, 141 
Whole amount of loans ciscounted at the same 


time a - - - $5,964,085 
OF which to 99 persons - 5,434,111 
To all other persons, "$529,974 


OPThese are the loans of the National Bank at 
Philadelphia, April, 1832. 


*Theso are the words of the Bank state. 
ment. 


ORES TATE TEA EAO ESERE 


REMARKS OF MR. RIVES, 


Or VIRGINIA, 

In Senate, Wednesday, Dec. 21, 1836—0On the re- 
ference of Mr. Calhoun’s bill for continuing the 
provisions of the Deposite bill. 

Mr. RIVES said he was in favor of referring 
the proposition of the Senator from. South Caro- 
lina (Mr. Calhoun) to the Committee on Finance; 
and as the honorable gentleman seemed to think 
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there would be a want of courtesy in giving it that 
direction, he would state briefly why it seemed to 
him that, on the very principles on which the 
Senator from South Carolina placed his proposi- 
tion, it ought to go to that committee, and to‘none 
other. The proposition itself assurned that there 
would be a surplus during the coming year, in 
making provision for its deposite with the States. 
The first inquiry, therefore, was: is there likely 
to be such a surplus under the existing rates of 
duties, combined with the land sales? 
tor from South Carolina had entered into calcula- 
tions, to show that there would be a surplus of 
some eight or ten millions the next year. But 
this was matter for a difference of opinion. ‘The 
Secretary of the Treasury thought otherwise. 
The Committee on Finance, ‘being specialty 
charged with the estimates of the public revenue 
and expenditure, was the proper tribunal to take 
cognisance of this question, and report ils opinion 
on the subject to the Senate. But, again. The 
gentleman from South Carolina had distinctly 
said, that if a surplus can be prevented by altering 
the existing rates of duties, without serious injury 
to any of the great interests of the country, he 
would prefer such a reduction of the revenue to 


recisely a question for the 
Committ: The gentlomen’s propo- 
siticn, th ing, in his own view of it, 
on that question, ought clearly to take the seme 
destination, 

For my own pert, said 


us 


Mr. R. Edo not hesilate 
to say, that if there be any dangerfcf another sur- 
plus accruing during the coming year, timely and 
effectual messures should he taken to prevent it 
by an adequate reduction of the revenue. Tle had 
given his hearty support to the deposite bill of the 
last session. He considered it, under the peculiar 
circumstinces of the case, n wise, useful, and ne- 
cessary measure, ard everv day’s observation and 
reflection since had convinced him more and more 
of its importance end happy consequences. He 
was sure he should never vegret the yote be had 
given on that occasion, But our situation now is 
essentially diferent. Then, a large surptus had 
already accumulated on our hands, and the pro- 
blem was, not how to prevent, hut how to dispose 
of it in the manner lea: and hazardous 
tothe country, But now we are at the beginning 
ofa new s ssion of Congress, and with the lig 
derived feom the past, may look ahead, and form 
some ressonsble estimate of the financial pros- 
pects of the year. if we can foresee a surplus be- 
yond the just and constitutional wants cf the Go. 
vernment ss at all probable, we are bound, on 
every principle of legislative duty, to anticipate 
and prevent it by suitable measures of reduction. 
The first duty of the representatives of the people 
is to releve them from unnecessary taxation, and 
to adjust the public income to a prudent and eco- 
nomical expenditure. 

There was one other observation of the Senator 
from South Carolina, which he begged leave to ro- 
tice. ‘the honorable getticman said if a majority 
of the Senate should determine to refer bis propo- 
sition to the Committee on Finance, he would un- 
dertake to be a prophet, and pronounce that the 
policy of that majority, and the result of the action 
of the committee, would be nothing but a deceitful 
demonstration upon the subject of a reduction of 
duties, [Mr. Canuous shook his head atthe word 
deceitful.} Mr. R. did not profess to give the pre- 
cise words of the gentleman. He spoke, at all 
events, of the policy of the administration and its 
friends terminating in a mere demonstration on this 
subject; ani that all that the President and the 
Secrctary of the Treasury had said in regard to it 
would turn out tobe a delusive feint, if his propo- 
sition should be committed to the Committee of 
Finance. [Mr. C. assented] How did the honora- 
ble gentleman arrive at this conclusion? Wa 


peri 


Was it 
not on his motion, earnestly persisted in, no longer 
ago than yesterday, that so much ofthe President’s 
message as related to the reduction of duties was 
referred to this very committee? The honorable 
gentleman seemed then perfectly satisfied with the 
Finance Committee; and was even profuse in his 
well-bestowed compliments on the distinguished 


The Sena- 


gentlemen who composed it. Did he mean 
nothing mere than a demonstration? Had he not 
been in earnest? He hoped the gentleman had 
‘no such policy, nor could he suppose him to have 
been influenced by any such motive. : 

[Mr. Carnoun, in some subsequent remarks, 
‘said he opposed the reference of his bill to the 
Finance Committee as contrary to parliamentary 
rule, because a majority of that committee were 
known to be adverse to its object. He also said 
he*would not’be the man to disturb the compro- 


misé of 1833, unless it could be done by general | 


consent. ] . 

Mr. RIVES briefly rejoined: As the Senator 
from South Carolina was only conditionally in favor 
ofthe proposition in bis bill, (that is, in the event 
that there would a surplus, and that the revenue 
could not be reduced,) and asthe question whether 
it could be reduced belonged confessedly to the 
Committee on Finance, it involved no violation of 
the parliamentary principle, to which the Senator 
had alluded, to send his bill to that committee. 
Mr. R. hoped he would not be understood as wish- 
ing, wantonly, to disturb the compromise act. 
He thought it entitled to respect, as having ef- 
fected a great national good in restoring peace to 


` the country ata critical moment, full of peril both 


to the Union and our republican institutions, It 
was an arrangement, too, cn the faith of which 
large interesis, now forming an integral and im- 
portant part of the national presperity, had grown 
up. Walle, therefore, he saw nothing in thet 
act of the character of a pledge. which could, by 
any binding force, tie up the hands of future le- 
gislation, he was not disposed turb its opera- 
tion for any light or trivia! cause, far less from any 
vindictive feeling of party prejudice. Butif the 
great object of abolishing unnecessary or oppres- 
sive taxation, and of bringing down the revenue of 
the country to the legi 
ment, cannot otherwise be accomplished, then, 
and to that extent, he, for one, should feel himself 
obliged, as in every otber case of a sound legisla- 


tive discretion, to look to the paramount interest 
of the general good. ; 


MARKS OF MR. SMITH, 
Or Marx 
Inthe House of Representativ 
Sommitiee of the Whole 
Mr. Artex of Vermont to strike from House bill 
152, in favor of the heirs of Colonel A. W. 
White, the provision allowing interest from 
July 4, 1789, to the present time, on a claim 
for advances alleged to have been miade to 
troops during the Revolutionary war. 


Mr. SMITH sa‘d it could not be otherwise than 
highly disagreeable to the mind of any gentleman 
upon this floor, to feel himself under the nec ssity 
of opposing any claim that has its origin in, or 
that has grown out of, services rendered to the 
couniry daring the revohitionary struggle for its 
independence. A claim of that denomination 
comments itself at once to our patriotic feelings; 
and we all are predisposed, and should be pre- 
disposed, to regard it with favor. But, Mr. Chair- 
man, in the payment of public money to sat’sfy 
the demands of private individuals upon the Go- 
vernment, it is absolutely indispensable that some 
general principle be adopted and adhered to, and 

iat all claimants be treated in the same mannerd 
{t would be great injustice not to do this, an. 
would, moreover, leave our legislation very much 
at loose ends.. Sir, there must be something 
strikingly peculiar in the character of that claim, 
which can be regarded by Government or by 
Congress as elevated above the high merit of ba- 
ing just and equitable in itself. And, sir, there 
must be something no less singularly striking and 
peculiar in the character of that claim, which shall 
be understandingly paid by the Government, or 
allowet by Congress, without its being just and 
equitable in itself. For one, sir, I am disposed to 
have the Government pay promptly every claim 
that shall come up to the character of being just 
or equitable in itself, and Iam unwilling to have 
any paid that fall below fis standard; and all that 
fare paid, I would have paid upon one and the 
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same principle, and by une and the same general 
rule, be thatas it may, unless a positive agreement 
between the claimant and the Government shall 
constitute any particular claim or exception from 
the generality of private claims. That ‘different 
degrees of hardship and misfortune, as well as of 
benefits and advantages, to individual claimants, 
will enter into the constitution of their different 
claims, is to be expected from the very nature of 
human affairs. But that the Government should 
undertike to deal out justice more nicely or 
equally among claimants, by am attempt to pur- 
sue their claims through all the incidental shades 
of merit that may be thought to distinguish some 
that are allowed, from others that are also allowed, 
and to favor some over others, appears to my mind 
entirely impolitic, and impracticable to be accom- 
plished, and would be more. productive of ine- 
quality and complaint than of equality and satis- 
faction, in the distribution of the Government's 
allowances. Sir, I um constrained to oppose such” 
a system, and to know but one rule of payment; 
and that is, to pay all demands alike that are found 
to be just against the Government, aud to reject 
all alike that are not found to be of this character. 
In relation to the principal or substaniive part 
of the claim now pending before the committee, I 
have nothing to say. Ihave not myself had an 
opportanity of investigating its merits in this par- 
ticular; but it seems to be conceded dx all sides as 
just in itsel’; at least f om no quarter have I heard 
it objectedto n this floor, But, sir, itis to the. 
allowance of interest for some forty or fifty years 
back, that I do make a question, and am constrain- 
ed to oppose my vote; and Task the committee to 


i look well tø the effect of such allowance upon 


both the past, present, and future operations of 
this Government. Are gentlemen prepared to 
adopt a principle so momentous in its extent, re- 
traspective and prospective, which has never yet 
been adopted by Congress, untess in some very 
few cases where it was unobserved, probably, and. 
a principle which has been repeatedly, and 1 may 
say uniforraly, repudiated by Congress, in the ad- 
justment of claims? Where will it lead us, or 
where will it end? If, because this claim is just, 
interest is to be allowed upon that claim from its 
origin, then, to be just and consistent in our 
practice, interest should be allowed on every other 
claim found to be just; for justices can know no 
medium at which to stop in this particular. And 
sir, itis not only all present claims; but all future 
claim, whicn shail be adjudged just against the 
Gov nent, that showd snd must be so settled 
with interest; snd this claim will be an undeniable 
preced: nt and authority for ite Nor shall we be 
permiited to stop here, if we would be consistent, 
and alike justto all. But all claims that have at 
any time heretofore been recognised and paid by 
the Government, without the allowance of interest 
upon them, will be as fairly and equitably entitled 
respectively to this same allowance of interest by 
the Government, as if the principal had never been 
paid, or as if they were yet to be adjusted. Are 
gentlemen prepared to go this extent, or to involve 
the Government in these burthensome but inevita- 
ble consequences of the rule proposed to be 
adopted by this bil? Sir, consider the enormous 
claims stil pending, denominated the French 
claims prior to 1800, and some of which, to say 
the least, are as just, perhaps, as even the claim 
now pending, or are alleged to be so; and are gen- 
tlemen prepared to carry out this principle of al- 
lowing interest in reference to those claims, and 
will they do it? Why should a different rule apply 
to one just claim, and not be conceded to another? 
Ifa ruie of adjastment be adopted and applied to 
a present claim, admitted to be just, why not say 
it shall apply to all future and alf past clains also, 
admitted also to be jusi? Because a claim has been 
once settled by the Government, if the settlement 
did not embrace all that the claimant, upon fair 
principle, such as the Government is now about to 
be-made to recognise, was entitled to) the Governa- 
ment surely cannotrefuse to goback and do the in- 
jured party that justice now. How many thousand 
claims will thus be revived, and upon the basis about 
tobeestabiished inthisbill? Will gentlemen but re- 
fect upon the strong equitable character of claims 
heretofore adjusted by Goyernment, but denied 
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the allowance of interest? When a revenue or 
custom house officer, or-any officer of the Treasu- 
ry Department, under a misconstruction of a pro- 
vision of law, has exacted of a merchant an excess 
of duty upon articles imported by him, and abso- 
lately brought inte the Treasury money that such 
merchant was not bound to pay, Congress has in- 
variably repaid the amount wrongfully exacted, 
but ‘never a cent of interest upon it. When the 
property ofa citizen has been seized and sold by 


the Government for the supposed violation of some 


law, perhaps of a revenue law, and upon adjudi- 
cation by the proper tribunals, the seizure and 
sale have been disallowed ‘and demonstrated to 
have been wrongful, the property of such citizen, 
or the proceeds of it, have been invariably re- 
stored, upon a claim therefor, but not with inte- 
rest, even though years may have been exhausted 
in the proceedings. Could more equitable cases 
be conceived for the application of the rule of in- 
terest than wete such cases? But, sir, it has not 
been adopted, because the whole proceeding and 
delay incident thereto have in all cases been view- 
ed as a misfortune, and not a wrong, and for which 
the Government ought not, and cannot upon prin- 
ciples of sound policy, be considered as the re- 
sponsible party. The Government, in such cages, 
los-s the property for which it was contending and 
Was supposed to be entitled to, while the other 
party recoyers it, but with a Joss of the use of it 
while in d'spute, In case ofá claim in the nature 
of a debt, long delays are often incident to an al- 
lowance. This is a misfortune for which the Go- 
vernment is not, and ought not to be, considered 
as particularly responsible. It is unavoidable from 
the nature of government. The claimant him. 
self is» constituent part of the same Government, 
and shares, in common with his fellow citizens un- 
der it, of the advantages and disadvantages flow- 
ing from it. Ifthe rule of the Government is to 
pay the demands justly made upon it, as soon as 
they are respectively established and passed. 
through the requisite forms instituted for the secu- 
rity of the Treasury of the Government, it is all 
that can be rightly demanded of it, and the clays 
incident to their adjustment is a misfortune that 
each-clairhant must bear for himself, and consti- 
tutes no foundation for an additional claim against 
the Government. This, sir, I repeat, has been, 
and must continue to be, I think, the established 
and only politic rule to be observed by Congress. 
Any other will lead to confusion, partialities, and 
injustice, Any other rule would be unjust to the 
Government itself. 


Mr. Chairman, the claim now before us is an olẹ 
clim, and ils advocates allege that it is of the 
same denomination with those that were provided 
for by the funding system, of the revolutionary 
debts, adopted under President Washington’s ad- 
ministration, upon which interest was allowed, If 
this be so, sir, it goes to establish the justice of 
the debt, but not the justice of the claim now set 
up for interest upon it. For the question arises 
at once, if provision was made by Gevernment for 
the adjustment of this claim at that early period, 
why was not it adjusted, and the benefit of 
interest secured to it? The honorable gentle- 
man from Virginia (Mr, Craig,) has attempted an 
explanation of this delay; and if his explanation be 
taken, it constitutes, to my mind, the most con- 
clusive argument against, instead of in favor of, 
this claim for interest; forit demonstrates that, so far 
from involving the Government in fault, the whole 
fault to have been witb the claimant. That ger- 
tleman says, the claimant probably omitted to 
avail himself of the funding act, by which his debt 
might have been adjusted and ‘interest secured 
upon it, if well founded, from aconviction that the 
promises or securities of the Government under 
the act would never be redeemed and paid. He 
despaired of ever being paid. Sir, are we then 
to pay interest for the delay of forty years in the 
settlement of this claim, beoause the claimant un- 
derrated the worth of the Government’s promises, 
or misconceived the capacity of the Government 
to pay? With this explanation of the case, the 
claim for interest most certainly ceases to have 
any merit whatever, and ‘should not be allowed. 

It is said in another quarter, that this case forms 
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an exception tothe generality of cases, because 
the Government agreed to pay interest on this de- 
nomination of claims, by the terms of the funding 
act. ` But the terms of that act embraced only such 
claimants as saw proper to, or could avail them- 
selves of it, and beyond this the act neither offer- 


ed, or agreed,.on the part of the Government, to | 
` pay interest. This claimant did not avail himself 


of that agreement ; and the very fact that he did 
not, is calculated to impress the miad with the con- 
viction that something peculiar attached to the 
claim then, and which does not now appear, to 
debar it from allowance under the funding act- 
At allevents, Mr. Chairman, there is no evidence 
of any laches on the part of the Government re- 
specting this claim, to entitle it to peculiar favor. 
There is no proof of an unwillingness or omission 
on the part of the Government to pay it, after it 
has once been established by a compliance with 
the requisite formativies of legislation. And I do 
meintain, that the same rule should be applied to 


it as has been applied to all other claims, which is,- 


to pay it when established satisfactorily, and to 
pay nothing more on account of any delays that 
have been incident to its establishment. This has 
been the uniform rule of Government in all tike 
cases, with perhaps an exception or two that can- 
not have weight, and it is the only rale that will 
be just or politic in practice. All hardships arising 
under this rule must be regarded as misfortunes, 
and not as wrongs, for the Government will al- 
ways be just towards individuals, when its neces- 
sary requirements are complied with by them, I 
am constrained to vote in support of the motion ot 
the gentleman from Vermont (Mr., Allen,) and 
trust it will prevail. It invoives a great principle 
that should not be lost sight of, or relaxed, under 
any circumstances that fall short of a positive 
agreement on the part of the Government to relax 
it, entered into at the origin of the claim that seeks 
to evade it. 


SPEECH OF MR. UNDERWOOD, 
OF KENTUCKY, 

In the House of Representatives, Dec. 15, 1836— 
upon the resolution of Mr. Wise, proposing a 
select committee of investigation, and Mr, 
Pearce’s motion to amend the same. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD, of Kentucky, said that 
the remarks first made by the gentleman from 
New York (Mi. Mann,) had afforded hima great 
deal of pleasure, for it seemed from them that the 
gentleman was in fayor of the fullest and most 
thorough examination of the Departments which 
could be made; and it also seemed that the heads 
of the Departments, conscious of having djs- 
charged their duty, courted investigation, because 
they knew it would result to their credit, and 
confirin their claim to public confidence, But, sir, 
(said Mr. U.) the concluding remarks of the gen- 
tleman from New York, ia which he preferred the 
amendment offered by ‘the member from Rhode 
Island to the original resolution, appeared to me 
inconsistent. with those declarations, favorable to 
that fulland latitudinous investigation, which were 
made in the first part of bis speech. Wi hat, I 
ask, is the difference between the original resolu- 
lion, adopted by the Committee of the Whole, and 
the proposed amendment? The original allows 
an unrestricted examination; the amendment 
would confine it to specified charges, to be made 
before the examination is commenced. The com- 
mittee will net be tied down to any particular 
charge, or to any narrow course of inquiry, by the 
original resolution. This would he to permit that 
fuiland untramme'led examination which could 
not fail to expose the hidden things of darkness 
and corruption, if the Departments are guilty, 
and to which 1 th-ught the member from New 
York had fully assented. [Here Mr. Mann asked 


` leave to explain, and said that he was in favor of 


a full and thorough examination, but his objection 
consisted in the generality of the investigation 
without specifications, a course which seemed to 
him too.much like a general search warrant, aad 
therefore inconsistent with sound. constitutional 
principles, and he hoped the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky would take tis idea.) I think (said Mr. U.) 
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I compreiend the gentleman from New York, and 
will not pervert his meaning, If we were in pur- 
suit of stolen goods, and desired to search for 
them, the gentieman’s ideais correct. We should 
then be bound tə specify the article lost, and the 
place where we expected to find it; and, before 
subjecting a citizen to the humiliating process of 
having his private apartments searched, the Con- 
stitutions of the United States and State of Ken- 
tucky, and probably of every other State in this 


- Union, would require an oath or affirmation in 


support of the facts before the magistrate issues 
the warrant, and then the warrant should specify 
the place to be searched, and the thing to be 
taken. But sir, who ever heard these well set- 
tled constitutional principles, until now, applied 
to political investigations, to the examination of 
the Departments of this or any other Govern- 
ment? Has it come to this, that, when we ask 
forthe appointment of a committee to ascertain 
whether our affcirs have been properly managed 
and conducted by the servants of the People, 
gentlemen consider the proceeding analogous to 
the pursuit of thieves and stolen property, and 
contend that we ought to proceed with the same 
caution and formality? Sir, such a suggestion can 
result from nothing less than inconsiderate zeal in 
support of men who may be pure, and who ought 
to court, rather than shun, investigation, if their 
conduct fears no scrutiny. The idea that there 
is something wrong in a general commission or 
warrant to search and examine the political move- 
ments anu official conduct of the Departments of 
this Government, seems to me totally at variance 
with the genius of all cur institutions, What are 
the Departments of this Government? Nothing 
but executive trusts, confided to agents, to be ex- 
ercised according to the will and for the bens fit 
of the People. The trustee or agent is amenable 
and responsible to the People; and how can that 
responsibility be enforced unless the People, 
whenever they choose, and at all times, can look 
into, and examine as they please, the records and 
official acts of every public functionary? And 
how, sir, can the people do this, unless it be 
through their representatives upon this floor? I 
demand it as a right, in tie name of my constitu- 
ents, and in their bchalf I call for the practical 
exercise of that right, which will enable a commit- - 
tee of this House to lay before them the official 
correspondence of every Secretary, the condition 
of their offices, and the whole evidences of their 
official conduct, whether it be good or whether it 
be evil. 


acter of the offence, and had exhibited charges 
totally variant from those sustained by the proof. 
Sir, Lam not disposed te commence the investiga. 
tion by guessing; but 1 am truly anxious to have 
an inspection ef all the records of the several De- 
partments, for the purpose of ascertaining whe- 
ther there hus been any misfeasance or malfeasance 
committed. If any can be found, then it is time 
to bring forward the accusation. 1f none exist, 
then en honest committee should proclaim to the 
nation, that allis well; and those who, from iH- 
founded suspicions, have insisted upon the inves- 
tigation, would feel the blush of shame for having 
done injustice, in their thoughts, to the virtuous 
patriots who, uninfluenced by selfish and corrupt 
motives, have only labored to promote the great 
interests of the country, 
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The true question is, whether we have aright | 
to make the examination before chargins any of- 
fence; or, must we specify offences at random, 
and then call fora committee to ascertain their 
truth? If it was a mere copartnership between 
the heads of the departments and the representa- 
tives of the people, we should have the right to 
inspect their books and papers, and a refusal on 
their part to let us do it would be just cause for 
dissolving the concern. But, sir, it is not a co- 
partnership in political trade, where each member 
of the firm shares the profits, according to the ca- 
pital of intrigue and management he contributes. 
Such a doctrine is only current with those whose 
motto is “to the victors belong the spoils.” The 
people of this nation, in whose place we stand, do 
not admit the existence of any partnership with 
their rulers, Itisnojvintstock company. Those 
who rule in the Executive Departmen's are the 
mere agents of the people, the trustees for their 
use; and we, temporarily clothed with the power 
of the people, as their representatives, have the 
same right to call upon those agents and trustees 
to exhibit all their books, records, and accounts, 
touching the affairs of the Government, that the 
-merchant has to call upon his factor, or the land- 
lord upon his steward. Sir, this right is the true 
basis of American liberty; it is the essence of re- 
sponsibility; and if it be not practically exercised, 
the people can never settle their accounts, or 
know how they stand with their rulers; and when 
the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. Ripley) seemed 
to deny the very existence of such aright, I felt 
that he was uttering sentiments and opinions more 
congenial to the monarchical atmosphere of Eu- 
rupe, than the republican expanse which encircles 
the States of this Union, If there is no such right, 
liberty is dead, and despotism reigns. 

But, sir, the abstracted right has not been posi- 
tively denied, although it has been treated as if it 
did not exist; and the manner proposed for its ex- 
ercise by the amendment of the gentleman from 
Rhode Island, rather implies a want of rigt or 
authority to send out a committee to make a ge- 
neral examination. The gentleman from Rhode 
Island is an astute lawyer, and, if he will reflect 
a moment, he must be sensible that the course in: 
dicated by bis amendment, is a departure from 
the settled practice in courts of justice, designed 
to bring the violators of the penal cede to punish- 
ment. By their practice the grand jury is first 
impannelled and sworn to inquire; and, sir, the 
grand jury is unrestricted in its inquiries. It has 
no limits, but may take a range of investigation 
coextensive with the penal laws of the land. The 
grand jury indicts and presents, and gives shape 
and form to the charge. After the grand jury 
has specified the time, place, circumstances, and 
‘manner of the crime, then comes the venire, and 
the accused is put upon his trial, The gentle- 
man’s amendment reverses the order of things. 
He would have the prasecutor to state the charge 
by guessing, and without the examination of any 
witness before the grand jury, or a court of in- 
quiry, and then he would forthwith enter upon 
the trial. Only indulge the gentleman in sucha 
eourse—a course which sabverts the settled wis- 
dom of the country, growing out of the experience 
of ages—-and I will venture to say that no culprit 
ever could be convicted, with the gentleman’s ta- 
lents employed in the defence. This House is the 
grant inquest of this nation, and I, for one, Mr. 
Speaker, will never consent to trammel its inves- 
tigations by adopting a limited rule, such as the 
amendment proposes, . 

The gentleman from Louisiana, (Mr. Ripley,) 
seems to consider the original resolution, which 
contemplates an examination of the Departments 
in all their ramifications, as an insinuation against 
the integrity ofthe President. He, (Mr. R ) will 
not look into the condition of the Departments, 
because the President has certified that all is well, 
and to Jook for himse‘f and his constituents after 
that, would be to suspect the truth and honesty of 
the President. 

I was astonished to heat such sentiments avowed 
on this floor. They are, in my opinion, exotic 
plants which should never be permitted to take 
root in American soil, Itis the doctrine of pas- 


sive obedience, of quiet acquiescence in the will | 


of a master. Sir, the gentleman forgets that 
eternal vigilance is the condition upon which pub- 
lic liberty depends. We stould receive nothing 
without examination, without sifting it thorough- 
ly, and ascertaining for ourselves and our constitu- 
ents all its properties and qualities. If we arè to 
take things on trust, our presence here might as 
wellbe dispensed with, and we had better surrender 
at once all the powers of Government into the hands 
of a truthful and honest President. Sir, T have no- 
thing to do with the truth or honesty of the Presi- 
dent, I shall neither concede nor deny him these 
qualities upon fhis occasion. 
know him. Bnt ashe is soon to retire from his 
station, and as it does not affect the principles for 
which I am contending, whether he is truthful and 
honest or otherwise, 1 shall not stop to inquire into 
such perscnal qualities. But suppose it were con- 
ceded that his character for truth and honesty 
stands as high as his warmest admirers would 
place it,are we toabstain from an examination in- 
to the conduct of our public functionaries, and the 
situation of their offices, merely because the Pre- 
sident is of opinion they have done their duty? 
‘Fhe President’s certificate in their behalf is no- 
thing more than his opinion; he does not inform us 
thathe has made a minute and personel examina- 
tion into the condition of the Departments, and that 
his opinion is the result of such examination. We 
know that the President’s official duties have re- 
quired a great deal of his time.” His absence last 
summer, and his recent illness, tonnected with 


his official engagements, have allowed him very 


little time to devote to the examination of the De- 
partments; and hence, sir, this House and this pa- 
tion may*form a very different opinion in regard 
to the heads of the Departments and their con- 
duct, form that expressed by the President; and 
all this may be done without assaulting his person- 
al character. 

The gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr. Pearce) 
seemed to oppose the proposed investigation, be- 
cause he apprehended there was a lurking pur- 
pose to depreciate, if not slander, the charact: rs 
of those who are at the head of the Executive De- 
partments. I am equally sensible, with that gen- 
tleman, of the value to this nation of the reputa- 
tion of our public men, and I have had cause to 
regret the unmerited reproaches and vile calumnies 
which are often cast upon them by a corrupt par- 
tisan press; bu: I cannot perceive any good rea- 
son for opposing the original resolution, lest the 
characters of those high in office might suffer by 
its adoption. We must take it for granted that 
the committee will report nothing but facts. If 
the facts are of such a nature as to produce cen- 
sure, degradation of character, and expulsion from 
office, it will be much more creditable to the na- 
tion and its institutions to expose. the base mo- 
tives and bad acts of exalted functionaries, than to 
leave them unmolested in their high places, pre- 
senting a fair exterior to dupe the world, while all 
is disgusting filth and rottenness within. I admit 
there is a diminution of national character when- 
ever any of our high officers are shown to be un- 
worthy of their stations; but we had better lose in 
this respect tban to wink at corruption ior the 
sake of appearances, By detecting, exposing, 
and punishing, political criminals, those who of. 
fend against the statutes and principles of liberty, 
there is a national gain of reputation, which more 
than connterbalances the loss I have mentioned. 
The gain consists in the manifestation of a sound 
state of moral and political sentiment, which will 
not allow offenders to escape with impunity; and 
the assurance we find in the stern political virtue 
which condemns the official knave, that our free 
institutions are destined to lastforever. Now, sir, 
let us test those principles of loss and gain, by in- 
stituting the fullest and most unlimited inquiry; 
and if the result is, as some predict, that the cha- 
racters of our Cabinet Ministers. will shine the 
brighter from having passed the ordeal, the nation 
wili gain much by the conviction that existing sus- 
picions are not well founded, and by the increase 
of the reputations of those high functionaries. 

It has been said that the original resoluticn pro- 
posesa new thing, for which there is no prece- 
dent in the history of this Government. 
end what ef thet’ Is not the President’s laudae 
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tory certificate in behalf of all the Executive De- 
partments and their officers a new thing in the - 
history of this Government? What former. Presi- 
dent ever, did the like? If the President introdu- 
ces a new practice, may we not meet it by an ap- 

propriate novelty? If the original resolution is 

amended, it. sheuld be done by providing for the 

appointment of a separate committee to examine 

each department. One committee, I fear, cannot 
go through the whole. If such a practice had 

prevailed, as I think it ought to have done, from 

the commencement.of the Government, Ihave no 

doubt that many things which have been impro- 

perly done would not have taken place. Early 
impressions, Mr. Speaker, are never. forgotten. 
The first lesson taught me as a member of the 

Kentucky Legislature, many years since, was the 

propriety of appointing annually a committee to 

examine each department of the Government of 
that State, and to report upon its condition. The 

offices of our State—Auditor, Treastirer, Register, 

&c. &c. are annually examined by a separate com- 

mittee, and reported on. We.do not take the 

Governor’s word that all things are going on well; 

but the representatives of the People investigate 

for themselves and their constituents, and the same 

practice should prevail in this Government, hence- 

forth and forever, SP 

If, Mr. Speaker, I have satisfied the House that 
we possess the power to makea genera! examina- 
tion in the condition of the Departments, wilhout 
stating beforehand any specific abuse. or malfea- 
sance as the object of inquiry; if such power ne- 
cessarily results from the legislative powers vested 
inus by the Constitution, and from the power of 
impeachment, then there is nothing left to be con- 
sidered but the propriety of exercising the power 
at this time. It is nothing more nor less than an 
exercise of the right to examine a Department 

when this House calls fora report. We have as 
much right to appoint a commitee to ascertain a 
fact by inspecting the records of a Department, as 
to require the hea of the same Deparment, or 
the chief of any bureau, to report as to the par- 
ticular fact, upon fis inspection. Suppose a qués- 
tion should arise whether the fact is truly re- 
ported, how can you decide unless you have the 
power to examine? I dismiss the argument in re- 
gard to the right of a general examination, and 
will proceed to show the propriety of its ex- 
ercise. 

Will it interest the people of this country, and 
of the whole civilized world, to know whether 
there are corrupt combinations existing among the 
officers of this Government, to aid and assist each 
other in procuring and retaining .tor themselves 
and their relatives offices and the emoluments 
thereof? Is it advisable to ascertain, in this the 
freest Government en earth, how far the spirit of 
despotism can or has obtained power to proseribe 
and punish those who dare to assert with bold- 
ness, and to maintain with independence, their 
principles of policy and their opinions in re- 
gard to men? Wili it have.a salutary influence 
among the lovers of justice and votaries of free- 
dom, to expose the wicked schemes of self- 
aggrandizement, which sometimes corrupt the 
wholesome administration of the laws, and infuse 
a deadly poison into the legislation of a country? 
If these questions are affirmatively answer, then, 
sir, we ought now to raise a committee and re- 
quire an examination according to the originai re- 
solution, Whether the committee would find, by 
their investigation, fuefs to alarm a nation, or 
to cheer it on its forward march to greatness 
in population, in wealth, in resources, need 
not be anticipated. ‘Fhe esmmittee would cer- 
tainly find facts of thes one kind or the other; 
and the investigation would necessarily result in 
pointing out dangers which threaten our destruc- 
tion, erin confirming our hopes of the durabiity 
of our institutions. Either result is desirable, and 
hence we should not hesilate to adopt the original 
resolution, 

I will suggest some things which could be done, 
and which could not fail to be deeply interesting 
to the publie. Shortly after the election of Gene- 
ral Jackson as Presid:nt, the postmaster at Glas. . 
gow, Kentucky, was removed from office. He 
did net vote for General Jackson. A political 


30 
24th Cone....2d Sess, 


pastisan was appointed in his place. "The removed- 
postmaster had the business of the effice conduct- 
ed to the satisfaction of the people, so far ay Lam 
informed. During the last session, charges of 
malfeasance were forwarded to me against the 
then incumbent, so satisfactorily. sustained by 
proof, that the Postmaster General removed the 
incumbent,-and appointed another in his place. 
Now, sir, the documents by which the removal of 
the postinaster last session was accomplished, are 
no doubt on file in the Post Office Department. 
The documents and charges upon which the first 


reméval took place cught also to be there, and > 


doubtless are. E would have an examining com- 
mittee inspect these documents, and collect from 
them the principle cf action with the department, 
which, in the first instance, caused the removal of 
a competent and faithful officer, without any com- 
plaint aga'nst him, and the appointment of an 


individual, a- political partisan, afterwards remov- 


ed for malfeasance. A similar inguiry should be 
had in all other like cases. In the progress of the 
examination, I would also examine the correspon- 
dence and documents relative to the removal of 
the postmaster at Stanford, Kentucky, and the ap- 
pointment of Alfred Hocker in his place! I pre. 
sume the House are not ignorant of one act, atleast, 
performed by this notorious personage; and every 
gentleman, no doubt, has heard that when he de- 
manded possession of the books, papers, &c. of the 
office to which he bad been appointed, the young 
man having charge of them refused to surrender 
upon the first summons; and upon a passionate in- 
quiry. from Hocker, as to his authority for with- 
holding ihe papers, the youth calmly replied, 
“Just the same which you had to withhold the 
Lincoln poll-book.”? Sir, P should like to know, 1 
think it would be beneficial to this nation to ascer- 
tain the motives and principles of one of the De- 
partments of this Guvernment, which led to the 
appointment of a man to hold a highly important 
office, who, bat for the constitutional provision 
against ex post facto laws, would, in all human pro- 
bability, have been a penitentiary convict at the 
date of his appointment, I would have the com- 
mittee examine and re-examine the recommenda- 
tions and correspondence relative to the appoint- 
‘ment of Mr. Hocker, [Here a gentleman near 
Mr. U. suggested, in an under tone, “that they 
were probably burnt up by the fire last night.” 
Mr. U. continued:] I hope not, sir, When I 
reached the conflagration, that part of the building 
appropriated to the use of the General Post Office 
Was so far uninjured as to admit free access tothe 
interior of it withont danger, and there was amp'e 
time to have secured all important papers. T trust, 
sir, there has been no destruction of any whichre. 
late to removals from, and appointments to office. 
These papers, if thoroughly Serutinized, will, lap- 
prehend, exhibit combinations af depravity which 
would startle a confiding, unsuspecting people, 
and call into active operation that vigilance, that 
perpetual vigilance, without which knavery is des- 
tined to triumph over honesty, and liberty to fall 
under the machinations of tyrants, Sir, I desire 
that the committee should examine all the corres- 
pondence in each of the Departments relative to 
removals and appointments, I want to know whe- 
ther tbe Jeffersonian rule, “Is he honest, is he 
capable, is he faithful to the Constitution,” governs 
the Departments in making appointments; or whe- 
ther this be the rule now practised on, “Is he a 
voter, how did ‘he vote, and how many votes can 
he control in all fature contests for power?” You 
may suppress this inquiry if you dare; but, sir, un- 
less the American people have utterly lost that 
character which brought their fathers through the 
storms of the revolution, th ey will ultimately brin 
to light the hidden secrets of ali yonr Depart- 
ments. ‘ 
There are other objects to which a committee of 
investigation could and should turn their attention, 
During the last ses.jon, a member from New York 
(Mr. Hunt) was placed at the head of a committee, 
raised by the. order of this House, for the pur- 
pose of inquiring into the speculations made in 
the public lands by members of Congress, and the 
facilities afforded them for that purpose by the de- 
posite banks, He was unable to go through with 
the Investigation, and : asked further time, which 


was refused. Now, sir, the committee appointed, 
if the original resolution is adopted, can ascertain 
a great many facts in regard to the public lands, 
and the speculations carried on in them, whch 
may havea very important-influence upon the de- 
liberations and legislation of this House. They can 
ascertain at the Lan J Office the quantity of acres 
sold to each individual and company for the last 
two years, and when each salewas made. They 
can ascertain the names of the purchasers, and 
then they can ascertain what sums of money have 
been loaned to these purchasers by the deposite 
banks, and when the loans were made, provided 
the officers of these banks do not say to them 
“that is` none of your business.” Thus, sir, a 
committee, by going properly to work, can obtain 
from the records of one Department and the 
books of the deposite banks all the information 
necessary to elucidate the subject of inqu‘ry con- 
fided to the committee of which the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. Hunt) was chairman, and, by 
so doing, avoid wounding the delicate sensibility 
and fastidious honor of. certain. witnesses, who 
might refuse to answer certain questions, if called 
to testify. 

From the Land Office the committee might pass 
over to the Treasury, and ascertsin how much 
gold and silver had been there deposited to pay 
for lands, and “in whose favor Treasury. certifi- 
cates of deposite were issued, and the amount. of 
each. Thus, sir, the whole operations of our land 
system, for the last two years, might be develop- 
ed in areport, pregnant with useful facts, and 
leading to important consequences in our legisla- 
tion. 

I shall say nothing more, believing, as T do, that 
if the suggestions made are not sufficient to satis- 
fy this House of the propriety of raising a com- 
mittee, and vesting it with unrestricted powers to 
eximine the Departments, all else will fail to have 
the desired effect. 


SPEECH OF MR. RIPLEY, 
Or Loursiana, 


YN REPLY TO MR. PEYTON, OF TENNESSER, 

in the House of Representa ives, Dec. 

Upon the resolution of Mr. Wise, proposing a 

select committee of investigation, and Mr. 
Pearce’s motion to amend the same. - 


Mr. Srgaxen:- Had this been a Propesiticn to 
inquire into the condition of the Department of 
State, of the Treasury, of the Navy and War De- 
partments, and the General Post Office, with a 
view to investigate abuses, if they exist, no per- 
son would be more willing to join in the inquiry 
than myself. No individual would be more anx- 
ions to enforce the responsibility of subordinate 
officers, There are none who will go farther to 
ferret out any malpractices: and, if they rea'ly ex- 
ist, to punish them with the high constitutional 
power of this House. Had the resolution for in- 
quiry had these objects solely and honestly in 
view, I should have beem: the last to oppose it. 
Bat, sir, the President is constitutionally responsi- 
ble for the whole of the Executive Department; 
the various radii of its powers concentrate, as well 
its responsibilities as its honors; upon him; and 
when I take these circumstances into view, and 
consider also the spirit in which this debate bas 
been conducted, the position of the President can- 
not be observed without exciting our share of 
sympathy. Shall we, at a moment when his con- 
nection with the people of the United States is 
about to terminate for ever, and all the aspirations 
ofambition are to be dissolved by age, infirmities, 
and sickness; when the consciousness of his 
high and devoted services, which we all know 
he must possess, and the enthusiastic affection 
of the American. people were about to cheer 
the evening of his life, and. to gild his expi-ing 


lamp, is it right or proper for the representatives — 


of the people whom he has succored and saved, 
to cut-off this departing: solace, and to embitter 
his last: days, by adopting a resolution, which, if 
adopted, will sanction an opinion of this House, 
that corruption and Andrew Jackson- have. been 
coupled together? Will they-do this without 
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some specific charge—without some definite alle- 
gation, sustained at least by the endorsement of 
one individual in the House who will be willing to 
give his name tto posterity as the auihor of the al- 
legation? In the speech of the honorable mem- 
ber from Tennessee, marked with so much wit 
and pungency of satire, the allegations are made 
against Andrew Juckson as the object who is to be 
convicted of the corruption which is so broadly 
insinuated in the resolution to exist in the Execu- 
tive Department. Lam not willing to exercise the 
high cotstitutional powers of this House in the 
least degree in sanctioning such an allegation. 
General Jackson, after a life spent in the ser- 
vice of his country, is about retiring from the ele- 
vated position be holds as presiding Executive of. 
ficer of these Sta es, at an advanced age, and worn 
down by the labors spent in that service. He fis 
now, sir, on the bed of- sickness, which may 
prove his bed of death. God grant that it may 
not; but that he may live many, many years 
amongst that people whose rights he has so 
bravely and honestly defended, and whose pros- 
peri-y, under his successful administration, has 
excited the astonishment of the whole civilized 
world. : f 
What, sir, is the relation that Andrew Jackson 
bears to the representatives of the people of the 
United States? From the period of your Revolu- 
tionary war to the present moment, he has been 
the lofty, indefatigable defender of his country, 
In war and ia peace, on the battle field and in 
yeur councils, his exertions, his toils, and un- 
ceasing energy and integrity, have done as much 
as any other man, not excepting your Washington 
in the field, and yoer Jefferson and ‘Madison 
in the cabinct, to elevale the character of this 
Republic, to advance its prosperity, and to pre- 
serve its peace. His name has been a tower of 
strength, and under his administration the cha- 
racter of an American citizen, as was that former- 
ly of a Roman citizen, a passport throughout the 
world. Ay. sir, in foreign lands, wherever your 
Star-spangied banner displays from the high and 
giddy mast, thecharscter of our Republic, under 
the ægis of the lofty virtues of the President, has 
that wall of strength that feels ever conscious of 
the protection of a great and powerfal nation. 
And would you, sir, would this House, after a life 
thus spent, and which impartial History is about 
totake charge of for the benefit of his country; 
would they at the eve of his long life, so worthily 
spent in all thatis patriotic and virtuousin the pob- 
Ec service; would they pursue him with insinua- 
tions that corruption, with its blighting mildew, 
had found estrasce into the bosom of Jackson’s 
morethan Roman virtue? If this House institutes 
the inquiry, it sanctions the charge, and will they, 
without any specific allegations, just at the close of 
General Jackson’s career, hold the fatal chalice to 
his jips, which should poison and embitter with 
the stings of ingratitude the evening. of his life? 
We have had no precedent to justify such a mea- 
sure. Party pirit has raged and misrepresented 
all your Presidents during their term of office, but 
they have passed and. are passing off the stave, all 
with the award of officiel and personal integrity, 
Some have not Leen re-elected by the people, but 
against them no charge of corruption is found em- 
bodied in the annals of the country. Nor does 
any Ametican citizen, at cven this lapse of time, 
impeach their integrity: no one charges them with 
wiltal or wanton corruption, while administering - 
the affairs of the Commonwealth. The only allega- 
tions made against them, as they quitthce scene of 
their labors, of their glories and their services, were 
thata distinguished member, formerly from Vir- 
ginia, accused Mr. Jefferson of retiring witha poli- 
tical falsehood in his mouth; and an equally distin. 
guished member from Massachusetts moved his so- 
htary vote to impeach Mr. Madison. I have no 
doubt, sir, after the excitement of party was over, 
both of these gentlemen regretted these allega- 
tions, The charges never have, and never will 
affect the great patriarch of liberty, the author of 
the Declaration of Independence, or his equally 
illustrious friend, the founder and champion of our 
Constitution. ‘The one unfurled to the worl] the 
principles of popular government; the other, more 
then any man, connected liberty with law—se- 
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cured an equality of political rights, by securing 
to society the fruits of labor. Wherever oppressed 
man rises to resist the oppressor, the Declaration 
drawn up by Thomas Jefferson is invoked. Wher- 
ever constitutional law is appealed to, to secure 
those rights, the political writings of James Madi- 
son form the pure fountains of living water, which 
diffuse liberty and tranquillity amongst the na- 
tions. Together, locked handin hand, they are 
working their silent way, and they have planted 
that school of political liberty, of which this Re- 
public may arrogate to itself, through their exer- 
tions, the being thé founder. - 

Republics have been accused of being ungrate- 
ful. Aristides was ostracised for being called the 
Just, and Themistocles banished, after saving his 
country from desolation. The authors of these 
acts have not transmitted their names to posterity. 
How keen would be the reproaches of the history 
of the last two thousand years, how withering their 
infamy, if they had not escaped by this silesce of 
history. Gen. Jackson has been doomed to mect 
the same ingratitude, after preventing the dismem- 
berment of our Republic, after rescuing the fair 
and fertile fields of the State which I have the ho- 
nor to represent. There, sir, helpless are and 
tender youth, and all the charms of refinement 
and beauty, were protected by his hand. There, 
sir, was effected one of those signal deliverances 
of a people which has already caused the 
plains of New Orleans to rank with Mara- 
thon and Platea, reflecting all its bright 
lustre upon the army «f liberty that fought 
under him, and sending all its glowing light 
throughout the world to elevate the character of 
this Republic, Sir, almostat the moment this was ef- 
fecting, and while painting, history, poetry, music, 
and sculpture were giving greenness to his immor- 
tality, the Senate of the United States were de- 
nouncing him in the Seminole war. Sickening 
with the same feelings that were pained at hear- 
ing Aristides called the Just, the detractors of An- 
drew Jackson loathed the beau ideal of his charac- 
ter. Again, during the panic, that same body have 
impeached and condemned him without a trial, for 
an alleged violation of the Constitution of the 
United States. How, sir, have the people met 
these charges? They have almost by acclamation 
elected him President on each occasion. They 
have rallied to defend him. Where, sir, are his 
accusers? J ask again, where are they? And, sir, 
permit me to predict that ifthe present resolution 
passes, it will only reflect disgrace upon the pre- 
sent House of Representatives. The people will 
come to the rescue, and expunge the resolution 
feom this House, as I trust they are about expung- 
ing a former one from the Senate. The whole 
future history of the country wiil hold up in proud 
relief their old chief sans peur and sans reproche, 
and the ingratitude of this House in. pursuing him 
with the odious charge of corruption, even upon 
the bed of sickness and of death, when I do not 
believe there can bea member here who conscien- 
tiously believes that Andrew Jackson ever was, in 
thought, word, or deed, unfaithfal or inimical to 
the interests of this country. 


j regret that the honorable member from Ten- 
nessee should have been so excited by a warm 
election contest, as to urge, upon such trivial 
grounds as he has alleged, so grave an inquiry into 
the corrupt conduct ofthe Executive departments. 
The State of Tennessee has been reared under the 
fostering and paternal care of Andrew Jackson, He 
has done more than any other man to elevate and 
form itscharacter. Intelligent, chivalric, patriotic, 
and virtuous, they will be the last portion of the pe o- 
ple of the United Srates to sanction allegations, 
either personal or as the constitutional head of 
the Government, against their veteran chief. 
Those brave men who followed his banner through 
the Creek nation and on the plains of New Or- 
leans, with the citizen soldiers of Kentucky, Mis- 
sissippi, and Louisiana, are notto prove so recre- 
ant 10 Andrew Jackson, and so unfaithful to them- 
selves, as to embitter the remnant of his days with 
go unjust an accusation, And what are all the alle- 
gations that the honorable member adduces to justi- 
fy the exercise of the high constitutional power of 
this House? That the President, in a conversation 


with a friend, had remarked that Mr. BELL 
another member from Tennessee, had stated lies 
about him, and that ‘* Peyton could tell twenty 
hes to Bell’s ore”? Now, sir, what were the 
facts in the case? The honorable members from 
Tennessee at the last session had indulged in 
pretty severe censures. upon the Prerident’s ad- 
ministration. In conversation with his neighbors, 
according to this statement, in naturally vindicat- 
ing himself, he had pretty warmly recriminated. I 
think the Janguage that he made use of, as is usual 
on such occasions, must have undergone, in the 
course of its gossip, some version before it reach- 
ed the ears of the honorable member; for itis not 
the language of that, delicate and manly bearing 
which all know mark the character ef Andrew 
Jackson, At any rate, is a mere controversy in 
an election, where the President and the honora- 


ble members from Tennessee, in the exercise of 


their constitutional rights, supported different 
candidates, to be the basis of an inquisitorial eya- 
mination on the part of this House into the con- 
duct of the Executive Departments? 

Again, the honorable member alleges that his 
House refused to institute an nquiry into frauds 
that were pernetrated upon the Indians of Ala- 
bama by the citizens of that State in the sales of 
their lands to individuals. When that resolution 
was introduced into the House, I had the honor of 
proposing an amendment to it, referring the snb- 
ject to the President of the United States. The 
motive for this amendment was, that this House 
had no constitutional power to order the investi- 
gation by their authority; and, if it had been done, 
it would have been one of the most fatal precedents 
to the rights of the States. It was alleged that the 
Indians had been swindled out of their reserved 
lands, in many cases, by residents of Georgia and 
Alabama. Of course, if offences had been com- 
mitted, as I know of no law of the United States 
providing for such cases, they were common law 
or statute law offences against those States, not 
cognizable by the United States tribunal. In a 
case where the State of Alabama secures a speedy 
trial by jury, and the cross-examination of wit- 
nesses, would any person arrogate to this House 
the power to:send its committee to make an ex 
parte investigation, to hold up its citizens as male- 
factors without being heard, without the privilege 
of counsel, and the cross-examining of witnesses? 
Suppose, sir, that, in obtaining the charter of a 
bank in a neighboring State, respeotable citizens 
should be accused of fraud and bribery, an offence 
that is punishable by the common law of that State, 
does this House, sir, possess the power to trample 
upon State rights, and send its committee of inqui- 
sition into the halls of the State Legislature, to 
hunt.up ex parte testimony asits basis, and to hunt 
down all that is respectab'e and venerable in the 
character of its citizens, to condemn them unheard 
without grand. jurors or petit jurors, and draw up 
a withering report that would blast them as far as 
our language extended before they had-an oppor. 
tanity of defending themselves? If this power 
had been exercised by the original resolutions of 
last session, like the Council of Ten at Venice, or 
the Holy Inquisition of Spain, it would have sung 
the requiem of public liberty, and broken down 
the whole penal jurisdiction of the indepen- 
dent States. And 1 feel peculiar personai con- 
solation in being the means of arresting the 
progress of a measure so fraught with disas- 
trous consequences. The- subject was referred 
to the President, who was directed to investigate 
into the cases of fraud. From the character of 
the agent employed by the President, (General 
Hogan,) I feel confident, from my knowledge of 
the man, that the duty has been faithfully attended 
to; and if, as the honorable member suggests, he 
has received the collectorship of Mobile, it cannot 
have been conferred upon a more deserving or 
more intelligent citizen, or one who has more gal- 
Jantly defended his country during the gloomiest 
period of the late war.* 


The honorable niember has also referred to the 

* General Hooaw served with great distinction 
in the staff at Chippewa, Bridgewater, and Fort 
Ene. ; R 
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Secretary of the Treasury as being embraced in 
the general allegation of corraption. Sir, the 
lofty character of Levi Woodbury is too well 
known to this House and to this nation, to require 
any comment from me. Born, reared, and edu- 
cated amidst the granite mountains of my native 
State, his stern and sterling virtues had already 
carried him to the highest honors of New Hamp- 
shire, when in the midst of the panic battle, he 
was called to the arduous duties of the Treasury 
of the United States, New England may justly 
feel proud of the high character which he 
has reflected back upon his native land. And 
let me ask, what inducement to -corruption 
can there be en the part of Levi Woodbury? 
There has been no speuific charge against him; 
not a whisper of prejudice that he has done any 
thing to forfeit his exalted character. He is af- 
fluent in his personal situation, with every thing 
to make him happy in domestic life; and, above 
all, principles of the most stern and unbending in- 
tegrity are interwoven with his nature. ‘The only 
allegation insinuated against him is, that, in the 
exercise of his duty imposed by a law passed by 
this House, he is compelled to transact official bu- 
siness with the agent of the deposite banks. Tiat 
agent is no officer of this Government; we have 
no constitutional power over him. He has been 
assailed by the severest epithets of party, He has 
been employed by the deposite banks, many of 
them in opposition to the administration, fo attend 
to their business with the Treasury, For my own 
part, I do not learn any specific charges with 
which he is accused. And {have no doubt that 
the President, when he gave him the character 
which the honorable member states that he did at 
Jonesborough, came to the honest and consciene 
tious conviction that such a torrent of anathemas 
from the opposition in this House, assailing the 
character of this man for more than four years, 
would have annihilated him had not his reputation 
been founded upon the rock of integrity. High- 
sounding epithets and bold denunciations cannot, 
thank God, blast the character of any American 
citizen, unless they are accompanied with spécific 
allegations and specific proofs. On the contrary, 
they raise in the generous minds of the American 
people that spirit of sympathy for unmerited per- 
secution which is sure to protect its intended. yic- 
tim, and roll back the. current upon the author. 

I feel, sir, that I should have but unworthily dis- 
charged my duty as a representative of Louisiana, 
bad I not raised my voice in opposition to this re- 
solution, Whatever may be the personal or poli- 
tical predilections of my constituents, gratitude to 
Andrew Jackson for the inestimable benefits he 
has conferred upon the citizens of our State is an 
almost pervading sentiment. It is, like the vestal 
flame, guarded with intense -care, and faithfully 
transmitted from one generation to another. As 
the 8ih of January revoives its annual rounds, so 
often does the hoary veteran who shared in the 
memorable campaign repair to the grass-worn. hil- 
lock which marks ‘he battle field, and recite the 
eventful story to his children. Often are time and 
space annibilated, and the years of his pilgrimage 
recalled to the desperate conflict; und in those ru- 
ral fetes, which none knows better how to grace 
with refinement and beauty than the gallant Frank 
of our sunny clime, the revered name of Andrew 
Jackson is never forgotten, aud the choicest of 
Heaven’s blessings are invoked upon the patriot’s 
head, 
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SEEECH OF MR. NILES, 
Or CONNECTICUT, 
dn Senate, December 22, 1836—On the resolution 
of Mr. Ewrxe of Ohio, for rescinding the Trea. 

sury erder of the 11th July, 1836. 

Mr. President: Ihad intended to submit some 
remarks on the resolution before the Senate, and 
may as well do it at this timeas any other. In the 
course of the debate, there has been several topics 
drawn into consideration, not necessarily embraced 
in the question to be decided, yet somewhat con- 
nected with the general subject. Some of these I 
shall have occasion te allude to as 1 proceed; but 
will here netice one preliminary observation of the 
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Senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. Webster.) That 
Senator took-occasion to say that the vote on this 


resolution would form a test question; that thse ` 


who vote against the resolution will be ander- 
stood:as being favorable to the ultra, and, as he re- 
garded them, extreme opinions of the Senator 
from Missouri, (Mr. Benton,) regarding the currén- 
cy and the public revenue, and observed that 
it might be fortunate the public is to be thus 
early apprized of what is to be the policy of the 
majority, and of the coming administration, on those 
“important subjects- He had ‘heard the remark 
with some surprise, not thinking it called for or 
justified by the occasion. Without stopping to 
inquire, what are the opinions of the Senator from 
Missouri, or what they ate considered to be by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, he must be permit- 
ted to say that nò such conclusions could justly fol- 
low the decision of the question before the Senate. 

There were reasons, he thought weighty reasons, 
which would justify Senators in voting against 
this resolution, without committing themselves in 
any sense, or in any degree, in regard to the great 
questions of currency: and revenue, to which the 
Senator had referred. Without reference to what 

` might be his opinion as to the true policy of the 
Government in the’ collection of the revenue, 
whether from the public lands or the customs, he 
was, prepared to vote against this resolution. To 
pass this resolution, would be to censure and con- 
demn an act of the Executive as being wrong, ab 
initio, or at the time. of its adoption. Whether the 
rule prescribed in the Treasury order be a wise and 
just one, for the settled action of the Government, 
isa questicn entirely distinct from that, whether it 
may have been expedient and proper at the time 
it was adopted. He was satisfied that the Treasu- 
ry order could be justified, viewed asa temporary 
measure only, intended to remedy evils of great 
magnitude, arising from the extraordinary circum- 
stances connected with the sales of the public 
lands; and he was not sure that this was not the 
true light in which it ought to be consider. 
ed. It was the duty of the Executive to 
watch over the public revenue, and see that 
it was secure. Was there no hazard from 
the extensive and. gambling speculations in the 
public lands paid for only in bank bills, which 
were handed over by the Receivers to the 
depo-ite banks, and placed to the credit of the 
United States? A large portion of the purchases 
were paid for in bills of the deposite banks, which, 
after going into the hands of ‘the Receivers, were 
“returned and loaned out again, to go through the 
same operation. This was virtually reviving the 
old credit system, as the United States received 
nothing but credit for the lands. If there was no 
hazard to the revenue from these practices, and 
from the magnitude and extent of the sales, made 
upon this kind of credit, then gentlemen over the 
way had altered their opinions very much within 
the last six months. During the last session of Con- 
gress, we were repeatedly, and almost daily 
told by those who now oppose the Treasury order, 
that the funds of the Government in the western 
deposite banks were insecuré, and that nothing 
but credit was received forthe public lands. Can 
‘gentlemen have forgotten their often-repeated de- 
clarations on this subject? If se, they must be 
blessed with short memories. Again and again 
did Senators refer to the small amount of specie 
in those banku, and an impression was attempted 
to be made, that their specie funds were the only 
solid security for the large sums due the United 
States. é ; 

The order was calculated, and, to a considera- 
ble extent, no doubt, has corrected this evil, it 
insured something valuable for the lands, and that 
something valuable was transferred to the depo- 
site banks, and formed a more solid. basis for the 
Government credits, : 

The order was also calculated to check speula- 


tion in the public lands, which, in itself, was an- 


evil of no small magnitude, transferring the best 
part of the national domain into the hands of 
hear'leas speculators, to the great injury of actual 
settlers, and the detriment of the whole country, 
Public opinion was rising up against it, and re- 
quired that something should be done to arrest an 
evilgof so catensive and serious a nature, What 
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other or better measure could have been adopted, 
until’ Congress. should convene, which might 
adopt such further legislation in regard to the 
sal-s of the lands, as the public interests may re- 
quire? f 

Sir, (said Mr. N.) there is another reason why I 

cannot vote for the resolution before the Senate. 
A new rule has been adopted in regard to the 
sale of the public lands, that has been in operation 
fora timè, and which has a tendency to check 
speculation. J weuld not repeal that rule, and open 
again the floodgates of speculation—certainly not 
until } know whether Congress will pass any act 
regulating the sale cf the public lands. It is, I 
think, the duty of Congress to do this; the interest 
of the country requires it; public sentiment de- 
mands it; aad it is strongly recommended by the 
President. If Congress suffer the session to pass 
off, without attempting to regulate the sale of the 
public lands, so as to check speculation, they will 
neglect their duty to the country. Believing that 
there will be additional legislation on the subject, 
which may supersede the Treasury order, he was 
not, at this tire, prepared to disturb it. Changes 
in any extensive business are always attended with 
some inconvenience, and should be avoided as 
much as possible. When it shall be settled that 
Congress will not alter the system, it may be- 
come necessary to decide’ whether the rule pre- 
scribed in the order shall be maintained, or the 
old practice restered; and if we do any thing on 
this subject, our action should be more compre 
hensive; it should embrace the whole subject, and 
be settled by law, what currency shall be received 
for the payment of the revenues; not only from the 
lands, but from customs and all other dues. The 
doubt and uncertainty which hangs over this sub- 
ject ought to be removed. 
a For these reasons, therefore, he should vote 
against reciading the Treasury order, even if he 
was satisfied that the rule it prescribes was not 
one which it would be expedient and just to es- 
tablish as a settled policy. 

In this view of the subject, he had thrown out 
of the case the legal objection which has been 
raised against the Treasury order. 

Mr. President, there are two general grounds 
of objection that have been urged against the 
order, which the resolution on your table pro- 
poses to rescind, which I will proceed to con- 
sider. The first vbjection is, that it is illegal; the 
second, that its operation. is partial, unjust, and: 
injurious to-the country, and has been the princi- 
pal cause of the embarrassments and pressure 
for money, which have been so extensively ex- 
perienced. 

It has aiso been claimed by the Senator from 
Ohio, (Mr. &wing,) that the order is unconstitu- 
tional, that it cunflicts with that provision of the 
constitudion, which declares that ‘the citizens of 
each State shall be ent'Ued to all the rights and 
immunities of the citizens of the several States.” 
This, however, is a very small point, so small that 
the Senator seemed . to find it difficult to stand 
upon it; it was quite too small for him to waste 
thetime of the Senate about, and he should there- 
fore pass it over. 

Is the Treasury order contrary to law? If it ig; it 
ought to be rescinded without regard to other 
considerations? 

Congress is empowered to lay taxes, and to au- 
thorize and regulate the sale of the public lands; 
and in doieg this, it can no doubt d'rect the kind 
of money or currency which shali be received in 
payment. But if it neglect do this, it becomes 
the duty of the Exectitive, who is charged with 


-executing the law, to receive payment for taxes 


and lands in the Isgal currency of the United 
States. What that legal currency is, there can be 
no dispute, so that the cnly question which can 
arise, is, whether there is any law which autho- 
rizes the payment of the revenue and debts due 
the United States, in any other currency, or in any 
other way? it isclaimed that the joint resolution 


-of 1816, requires the Secretary of the Treasury 


to collect the taxes and debts cue the United 
States, in a currency different from the legal cur- 


rency of the country. That resolution provides, - 


“that the Secretary of the Treasury be required 
and directed to adopt euch measures ag -he 


may deem necessary, to cause, as soon as may 
be, ail duties, taxes, debts, or sums of money 
accruing or becoming payable to the United 
States, to be collected and paid in the. legal 
currency of the United Stat:s, or Treasury notes, 
or notes of the Bank of the United States, as by 
law provided and declared, or in notes of banks 
which are payable and paid on demand in the said 
legal currency of the United States; and that from 
and after the twentieth day of February next, no 
such duties, taxes, debts, or sums of money ac- 
cruing or becoming payable to the United States 
as aforesaid, ought to be collected or received 
otherwise than in the legal currency of the Uni- 
ted States, or Treasury notes, or notes of the 
Bank of the United States, or in notes of banks 
which are payable and paid, on demand, in the 
said legal currency of the United States?” 

The Senator from Massachusetts, in a labored 
legal argument, has attempted to prove that this 
resolution createsa peculiar currency, in regard 
to all branches of the public revenue, and all 
debts due the United States, He not only main- 
tains that the resolution imposes an obligation on 
the Secretary to receive the notes of all banks 
that redeem their bills in specie at their counters, 
but also that it enlarges the rights of payors; 
that it confers on the debtors of the United States 
the legal right to pay their debts in paper curren- 
cy; that is, in the notes of specie-paying banks. 
He went so far asto assert, and stake his reputa- 
tion as a Jawyer on the question, that a Receiver, 
who should refuse to receive the notes of spe- 
cie-paying banks, and which were known to him 
to be such, would render himself Hable to an ac- 
tion by the party injured. He admits that the 
fact that the notes are issued by banks which pay 
their billsin specie, must he made known to the 
Receiver; so that upon this construction of the re- 
solution, the receivability of paper is to depend 
on a fact, and that fact is to be decided by a sub- 
ordinate officer ef the Government. The argument 
of the gentleman, however able, was too elaborate, 
too refined, to receive his assent. He had ne- 
ver believed that profound legal science was very 
necessary in construing a plain statute law; nor 
did he consider that men of eminent professional 
skill were always the safest expounders of written 
laws, whether statutes or constitutional provisions. 
Cicero said, in his day, that the lawyers hed spoil- 
ed many excellent institutions by their refinements; 
and we all know, that in our own times, by their 
forced and strained constructions, they have mys- 
tified and. perverted many plain and goot laws, 
and bewildered the clearest minds. Whether we 
look to the language or the manifest object and 
purpose of the resolution of 1816, he thought 
there could be no difficulty in understanding it. 
We are told by legai writers, that in giving a 
construction to statutes, it is necessary to ascer- 
tain the general object of the law, the evils and 
mischiefs that existed, and which the act was de- 


‘signed to remove; and more especially is this said 


to be necessary, when the language of an act: is 
doubtful or ambiguous: : 

What was the object of the resolution of 1816, 
and what were the evils it was intended to reme- 
dy? Itis said that its object was to enlarge the 
rights of the debtors of the United States, and to 
enable them to pay their debts in a more conve- 
nient anc easy manner. But does this appear on 
the face of the resolution? Is it inferable from 
its tile? And if we look to the state of the 
Treasury, und the condition of the revenue at-the 
time the resolution was adopted, we cannot fail. to 
discover the evils which this resolution was intend- 
edto remedy. . Instead of its object being to en- 
large the rights of the debtors’ of the Govern- 
ment, it wss designed to restrict them, and did 
restrict them, What was the condition of your 
Treasury at that period, and how was the reve- 
nue collected? There was then in the Treasury 
more than one million of dollars in the bills of 
broke banks; and the public revenue had been 
collected in the notes of banks which did not re- 
deem them in specie; a large portion of the banks 
in the Union, which had suspended specie. pay- 
ments during the war, had not resumed=them. 
This- resolution expressly limited:the Secretary so 
for ag not to permit him to receive any bills of 
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banks which did net redeem them with specie. 
He is expressly prohibited from receiving the 
notes of non-specie paying barks; and it was deft 
optional with him t. cellect the public revenue, 
either in the lawful currency of the United States, 
or in Treasury notes, or in the ‘notes of specie- 
paying banks. So far, a discretion was still left 
with the Secretary; but the discretion he had ex- 
ercised of taking bil's cf banks which did not pay 
their ‘notes in specie, was taken from him. These 


bills were received by the Bank of the United | 


States only, as special deposites, and the loss was 
thrown upon the Treasury. 

This resolution was only an. instruction to the 
Secretary of the Treasury; it has neither the ferm 
nor the language of a public act. ‘The title shows 
clearly thatthe object of Congress wss solely to 
secure the Treasury, and guard it against a Jors 
from bad money. Jt is entitled, “A resolation, 
relative to the more effectual collection of the pub- 
lic revenue’? Cana were instruction tothe Se- 
eretary of the Treasury, asthe. fiscal sgent of the 
Government, change the rights or obligations of 
the ‘debtors of the United States? Suppose n cre- 
ditor should instruct his agent to receive payment 


for a debt in some cther than the legal curveney, | 


or to‘take less than the sum dus, or to receive 
payment in some kind of proper:y—would this 
confer on the debtor the kegel right to pay his 
debt, and discharge Lis fiability in either of the 
ways specified? Gna suii‘by the erediter could 
he avail himself of such instructions to vary the 
nature of his liability? 

The construction here contended for; had al 
ways been given to the resolwion of 1816; and 
the Senator from Masszcluseus had, on former 
occasions, regarded it in the same ght, as hed 
been shown by the extracts read from his speech and 


report by the Senator from Missouri, (Mr. Benton.) | 


It was a very extraordinary position attempted to 
be maintaioed, that fer twenty ye-rs there had been 
a public law in force in the United States, confer- 
ring on paper money, or bank bills, the legal cha- 


racter of gold and siiver, so far as regards the | 


payment of the revenue and all debts due the 
United States, and that the country has been 
unapprized of the existence of such Jaw. An act 
to, legalize psper money, and make it a lawful 
tender for all debts to the United States, 
one of great importance, and would have been 


likely to haye excited general interest and attene | 


uon, 

The sixteenth section of the act chartering 
Bank of the United States, provides that the de- 
posites of the moneys of the United States suali 
be made in that bank and its branches. Bat the 
bank had. refused to receieve the bills of certain 
bavks, notwithstandisg they were rede med. in 
specie, and had been justified by Congress in so 
doing, in a report to that effect, drawn up by 
the Senator himself But if the resclyicn of 


1816 gave to the bills of State banks ali the cha- | 


racter of gold and silver, so far as regards dues to 
the. Government, then such bills w the “raeney 


of the United States,” and the benk was bound | 


by its charter to receive them on deposite. 

The. Senator from Massachusetts referred to 
the fact, that the President last cession sent a mes- 
sage to Congress, recommending the repeal of the 
fourteenth section of the charter of the Benk of 
the United States, which required that the notes 
of that bank should be received in all payments to 
the United States. He could not perce:ve what 
inference could be drawn frora this fact, favorable 
to the genticman’s purpose; but it appeared to 


him that the necessary inference was direcily the | 


contrary. The bilis of the Bank of the United 
States were made receivable by the Government, 
by -s distinet provision in its charter; and the 
President wished that section re 


bank biils, Bat if the Senator is correct in his 
argument, it would have been of no use to tepeal 
the fourteenth section of the bank churter, as the 
United States would stil have been obliged io re- 
ceive the bills of that. bank, nnder the resolution 
of 1816. Moveover, the fourteenth section war 
never ofany importance to..the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States, if, as is contended, the resolution of 


3 


+ 


is | 


ealed, whieh | 
would place them en the same footing as other | 
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Juviously to the interests of the country? 


EIG wave to the Lila ofat 
the character cf receivabil spy 
the United States. The bills of the State banks, 
so far es regirded the Government, stood on the 
same footing as thoseof the Bank of the Un'ted 
States; although it has always been clawed that 
the privilere conferred by the fi 
formed a part of the consideration, for which-the 
corporation had paida bonus of a million anda 
half of dollars i i 
Mr. President: if there is any doubt in rega 

to the Jegal inport end effect of the resolution of 
1816, stiil there can be no question as to the kind 
of curreney which is receivable for the sales of the 
publie Jands.. The fourth section of the act of 
1820, which superseded the credit system, and 
required: that sates should be made for cash pay- 
ments, settles that question. The proviso to the 
fourth section i, “that no such lands shall be sold 
at apy pubic sate hereby authorized, for a less 
price than one do'larand twenty-five cents, nar on 
eny other terms then cash payments,’ Thig section, 
it is true, is confined to lands forfeited to the 
United States; but its spirit and language are in 
perfect accordance with the other sections of the 
act. ‘The clause “cash payments,” must be under- 
stood in is ordinary ace: plation, in which sense it 
Joes pot mean Treasury notes, ner the notes of 
hanks, but mon ch is a legal tender by the 
Jaws of the United Staes, In the ordinary accep- 
tation, cash”? stenifl 
which is alawfal tender fe debts. Any other 
construction would he to trifle with language, and 
an insult to common sv ase. ` 


isp ce 


whi 


Br, N. said, that wichont consuming more time 
on that point, he was satisfied that the objec- 
tion to the Treasnry order on the ground of its 
illegality, was entirely unfounded. 

Mr. N. said ke would pow proceed to submit. a 
few remarks on the other division of the subject. 
Has the Treasnry onler operated unjustly and in- 
Hes it 
caused the emberrassments and pressure for money 
which have prevailed so extensively and disastrous- 
ly throughout the country, and particulary in the 
large commercial cities? All these evils have been 
charged upon it, 2s the results of the derangement 


| thas occasioned in the business and moxetary enn- 


cerns of the country. In regard to the ciserimi- 
nation rr exception from its operation in behalf of 
actual cctilors, and the citizens of the States in 
ch lands were sold, ag that exception hal now 
ceased, he woui leny time upan it 

The Sen-tey fram Kentucky (Me. Crittenden) 
asked, with an sir of Ginmpb, what had heen the 
good if cts of the order? Whilst its evila have 
been so manifast, and of such great magnitude, we 
have aneh!, 


point cut Hs henefts. Me. 
liminary remarks, he referred to what appeared to 
have besp soma of the beneficial cfects of the op- 
der, and he wovld net repeat them They were 

ved, ax were contemplated by 


ent or 
HOw Sf 


N. said that in his pre- 


such foo he b 
the Executive «t the time the order was adopt- 
ed. But as Ciose who supported the resolution 
before the Senate tock the affirmutive of the 
i he mi perhaps, with more propriety, 
aint cut the evil consequences 


of the erd 
bathe ti 
has heen ! 


hod der: he currency, and ceca h 
existi and pressure in regard to mo- 
y, w tted to be very severe. This, 


is no new complaint against the 


i 


that Hs auth be present eccasion 
; na claims to 4 y- On his way to 

ine a short detention in New York, 
en with a merchant, who com- 
plained not only of the iimes, but of the Goverse 
ment. It wes, however, only a repetition of the 
oid storys of tampering with the currency!—wer 
upon ihe currency) TP ken will the Government 
ease tampering with the currency? These com- 
plaints come with an ill grace from bankers, bro- 


kers, and merchants, who are strenuous support." 


ers of that inflated system of paper money and 


urteenth section, 


s money, or that currency | 


aid he, to dal! on i's advocates to | 
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| that when he heard complaints tiké the 


, whos» inherent défects are the Bou 
iy evils which they denounce. M3 N 


forcibly reminded of an anecdote ¢f-Dr, Franklin, 
who, when in Europe, was a member of a learnéé 

society, which had a regtlation,. that on certain’ 
oecasions each member was to suggest ‘some. pro- 
blem in physical science, and each one present: 
was to give an explanstion zmprompiu. . The Doc- 
tor, who was fond of starting game for: philoso- 
phers, as he’ called. it, proposed: this question: 
“How it was to be accounted for, that a barrel of. 
fish would. contain more salt that the barrel with- 
out the fish??? The explanations given by the 
learned savans, although extremely ingenious; did: 
net appear to be entirely satisfactory. Atlast alt’ 
eyes were turned towards the Doctor, who, iti was 
suppos d, could give-a satisfactory: solution’ of ® 
problem he had suggested. “Gentlemen,” said ‘he, 
“in the first place the fact is not so.” Soin regardto - 
the compla'nts of merchants and politicians, so often 

repeated, of tampering with the currency, it is’ 
a sufficient answer to sy, ‘he fuct is not so. These 


‘charges are without: foundation, even if wé cone: 


sider catrency in the very’ comprehensive. sense 
in which it appears to be regarded by the Senator 


from Massachusetts, (Mr. Webster,) who, if he’. - 


correctly understood ‘him, ‘appears. to. ‘consider 
currency as comprehending -not only Bank: billy, 
but bills of exchange, and every’ description of 
paper which was used to facilitate the transactio 
of commerce. ‘This appeared to him to ‘be. ale 
together too comprehensive a view-of the subject 
of currency, even in a commercial sense. It ap- 
peared to be confounding currency and credit, 
which he had supposed were essentially distinct, 
In the small book which every Senator has, on. his 
table; (containing the constitution of the United 
States,) is a much better definition: he there 
found, that “Congress shall have power to coin 
money, regulate the value thereof, snd of foreign 
con.” . Here we find what is the legal and con- 
stitutiona! currency of the United! States, Gold 
and silver, either the coinage of the United States, > 
or foreigw coin, the value of which has beeti fixed '’ 
and regulated by alaw of Congress, constitute the 
only currency known tothe constitution.’ - : 
But in a commercial sense, or in the common 

acceptation, whatever circulates as money, and is 
received as such, in the ordinary transactions of 
society, may be considered as a part of the cur- 
icy of thé country; and in this view of the sube 

t, bank bills form a part of our currency. But 
if we admit the bills of our banks to be a com. 
ponent part of the currency of the country, atill 
the complaints, of which we have heard so much 
for some years past, are without any just founda: 
tion. What are the acts of this administration, 
which have been denounced as tampeting ‘with 
the corrency, and making war on the currency? 
The first of them is the veto of the President, of 
the bill for rechartering the Bank of the United 
States, Fhis may have been a bold measure, but 
great, evils require powerful remedies; and it was ` 


` confirmed and fully sustained by:the people, and 


afterwards by Congress, which refused to give the 

bank another charter, If this measure had suce 

ceeded in destroying the Bank of ‘the United 

States, it might be considered, in some’ measure, 

as interfering with the curtency of the country, if 
it can be made out that the bills of that bank pos- 

sessed any essential qualitics as money, or curren- 

cy, which do not appertain to the bills of the State? 
banks. But he did not consider that-the bills‘ of 
that bank possessed any material-advantages, 
money, over those of the State banks; fors 
were its regulations, that the different brancties, 30 
fay as respects the redemption of their-bills, were 
so many independent banks. “It: was not netessa- 
owes: r, to consider this question, Because the 
had not ceased to- exist “Ne, unfortunately 
for the country, the “monster” still lives; and, ac- 
cording to the-deélarations of its‘president, at the 
very time of its resuscitation, under acharter obtain. 
ed from ona “of the States, ` inherits a circulation 
of twenty-two millions, and a credit throughout. 
the world, -We have “the word of its president.” 
that the bank still possesses its essential ability t 
“do: good, and, in the opinion of many, it has tost 
none of its powers of mischief. Whether for 
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good or for evil, then, the bank still exists, and the 


country has the benefit, if such it is, of that paper 
currency which it.can supply. ie 


The next act which has been condemned as an. 


act of war upon the currency, is the Treasury or- 
der for removing the public deposites in 1833. 
This, as is well known, occasioned great excite- 
ment; the measure was denounced in this Hall and 
elsewhere, as illegal, unconstituticnal, and analarm- 
ing usurpation, calculated to derange the currency, 
destroy public and private credit, and prostrate the 
entire business of the country. Now the excite- 
ment-has gone by, and the angry waves subsided, 
ab ] the measure already becume, in some sense, 
a matter of history, we can look back upon it dis- 
passionately and calmly. And what was thisalarm- 
ing act of usurpation, this war upon the currency 
and credit. cf ihe eountry, which was to paralyze 
all the great interests of the nation? He did not 
speak with any reference tu its legaliiy or consti- 
tutionality, but solely with regard to its-effect on 
the currency and credit. Why, sir, said Mr. X. 
this measure consisted simply o? an order from the 
Secretary of the Treasury changing the place of 
deposite of the public revenue, at a time when the 
money in the Treasury amounted to but about nine 
millions of dollars. The measure related only to 
the money of the United States; it had no apphea- 
tion whatever to the currency of the country, 
whether metallic or paper; it had no operation 
upon commerce, or duties, or importations. This 
act, which was said to derange the currency and 
destroy credit, was nothing more than the control 
and management of the funds belonging to the 
people of the United States, in no way interfering 
with the transactions of commerce, or currency, or 
credit. Cannot the Government take cure of 
their. own funds, and manage them us they think 
best, without being charged w th making war on 
the currency? without an outcry from bankers, 
brokvys, and merchsnts, that their business is in- 
jured, andthe whole country exposed to m ia? 
Must the Secretary of the Treasury consult the 
bankers before he can decide on any measure in 
relation to the public funds? Uf an act, having no 
bearing on commerce, in no way directly affecting 
any of the interests of the country, and which 
merely changed the places of deposite of the pub- 
lic revenues, could have occasioned the serious 
consequences which were charged upon it—the 
derangement of the currency, prostration of cre- 
dit, the wide spread embarrassments and distress 
which prevailed—the case would afford the 
strongest, the most. irresistible argument. against 
the whole paper credit system. If these conse- 
quences did follow from so small a cause, it proves 
the miserable, wretched condition of your paper 
currency, which the Senstor from Massachusetts 
seems to consider us preferable to gold and silver. 
Unstable and bud as he considered the paper 
currency of the country, he would mike no such 
charge against its he did not believe it could be 
deranged, and the. whole ccuntry involv: d in difi- 
culty and distress by so trifling 2 cause. No, sir, 
there was at that p: riod a war upon the currency; 
but it did not come from the Executive, or th.s Go- 
yernment, but from the Bank of the United States, 
and other banks which from fear or favor co ope- 
rated with it in its measures intended to dis- 
tress the country, and create a panic. That war 
on the currency and on the country came from 
the greit mammoth of the paper system, which 
possessed more power over the currency than this 
Government—-which could make paper money 
Plenty or scarce, at its pleasure, At thig day, he 
elieved no one could. be found. who would main ` 
tain that the embarrassments ami distress which 
prevailed during almost the entire year of 1834, 
were occasioned by the change which was made in 
the mandgement of the public revenue. 
Mr, N. said he now’ came to consider the last 
measure, which had been condemned as a tamper- 
ing with the currency—the Treasury order of the 


lith July—requiring cash payments for the public” 


lands. Jt is claimed that the money pressure 
which has prevailed for months past, and which 
still continues, has been occasioned by-this new re- 
gulation as to the sales of the public lands. -The 
Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. Webster) did not 
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secm to advance this opinion with confidence; he 
said there was a complication of causes; that this 
order, with other causes, had occasioned the exist- 
ing difficulties; but when he came to point out the 


- other causes, they did not appear to be very nu- 


merous or complicated, and all of them centered 
ia the Executive Department of the Government. 


- The complication of causes appeared to consist of 


but two; the Treasury order, and the execution of. 
the deposite act, or the apprehension of the man- 
ner ian which that act was to be executed. ‘That 
the deposite act had contributed to increase the 
money pressure, Mr, N. did not doubt; but what 
properly belonged to the act, ought not to be 
charged to the execution, or the apprehended ex- 
ecution, He reluctantly gave his support to that 
act, although sensible at the time that it would in- 
crease, rather than relieve, the pressure for money, 
which prevailed. Butit had not been shown that 
any censure was justly chargeable upon the Secre- 
tary for the execution ofthe law. It was impossi- 
ble but that the act should occasion some tempora- 
ty inconvenience in the monetary concerns of the 
country, It disposes of a large sum of money, 
nearly forty millions, upon principles altogether 
foreign to the commercial princip'es which con- 
trol and regulate the moneyed capital of the coun- 
try. Population is not the principle upon which 
commerce distributes money, 

Mr. N<said that in rélation to the ‘Treasury order, 
he would not deny that in some small degree it 
may have increased the difficulties which exist, It 
had increased the demand for specie, and that was 
the principal object of the measure, to obtain 
something of real value for the public lands. Its 
operation has been to replenish the de posite banks 
in the west with specie funds, and to draw them 
from the banks at the east, which has, to some 
extent, diminished the ability of the latter to 
make loans. Buta contruction of the Paper cur- 
rency had long before commenced; and that con. 
traction must necessarily produce a curiailment in 
the loans and discounts cf banks. ‘The Treasury 
order only co-operated with other causes in pro. 
ducing results, which were evitabie. To regard 
the Treasury order as the cfiicient cause of the pre- 
sent crisis, would be like an attempt to find one’s 
way by a taper, and close his eyes to the sun, which 
was enlightening the world.” The real cause of 
the existing pressure is much brnader and deeper 


than the Treasury order; it isa cause which is” 


inherent inthe banking system, ard in that paper 
currency which we have just heard commended 
as preferable to gold and silver. There are laws 
which act upon and control the paper system of 
currency, supplied by banks, which are as immu- 
lable as those that govern the pliysical universe. 
One of these laws is, that a sudden expansion of 
the currenzy, even to an inconsiderable amount, 
gives an undue stimulus to enterprise, that o-ca- 
sions overtrading and speculation, which will cone 
tinue to increase, until they are checked by a re- 
action in the money market, when a contraction 
ofthe currency ensues, by the banks being oblig- 
ed to curtail their discounts, This occasions a 
scarcity of money. 

But it seems to be denied that there has been 
any dangerous or essential e:larrement of. the 
paper currency. The Senator from Massachu- 
setts admits that there has been a great augmenta- 
tion of banking capital within the last two or 
three years, but attributes it to the rapid and nn- 
paralleled advance in the value of real estate and 
other property. It appeared to him this was taking 
the effect for the cause. What has occasioned the 
rapid rise in the price of re estate and other pro- 
perty? Is it not the flood of paper money with which 
the country has been inundated for the last few 
years, and the wide spread and extravagant specu- 
lations to which it has given rise? If that is not 
the cause, he would like to keow what it was. 
Has there not been an alarming increase of bank 
capital, and of course of bank circulation, the last 
ew years? The bank capital of the State banks 
was estimated by Mr. Gallatin, in 1830, at ninety- 
five millions of dollars, and the bank circulation at 
thirty-nine millions. . The annual report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, a year ago, contained 
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| to which, the capital of the State banks, on the Ist 


of January, 1835, amounted to about ninety-six 

millions, and their circulation to about eighty-six 

millions. Since that period, the increase of bank 

capital has been astonishingly rapid. It is thought 

to have exceeded one hundred millions, and the 

circulation to have been increased fifty millions, 

But in addition to this, the Bank of the United 

States has been rechartered the year past, with a 

capital of thirty-five millions, and has the posses- 

sion of seven millions belonging to the United 

States; making a capital of forty-two millions. 

During the past year, there has also been a sum of 
from thirty to ferty millions of dollars of the pub- 

lic revenue in the deposite banks, which has been 

used for banking purposes, and constituted a part- 
of their capital. The whole addition to the bank- 

ing capital of the country, since January, 1835, 

must considerably exceed one hundred ‘and fifty 

millions of dollars, and the addition to the circula- 

tion fifty millions. ° 

In his report, the present session, the Seeretary 
estimates the circulation of bank Paper, on the 
first of the present month, at one hundred and 
twenty millions; but thinks that in July it consi- 
derably exceeded that sum. Mr. N, thought this 
estimate below the truth, because it was found that 
the issues of banks, would bear a certain propor- 
tion to their capitals. If it was true, as was sup- 
posed by Adam Smith, who wrote at a time when 
the subject ‘of. banking was very imperfectly un- 
derstood, that no more paper money could be cir- 
culated thin would supply the specie which it forc- 
ed out of circulation, the creation of banking capi- 
tal would not add to the paper currency. Butthat 
principle is incorrect; the paper issues of banks 
are found to depend mainly on the capital which 
shall be employed in banking operations. What 
proportion the circulation will bear to the bank- 
ing capital was not clearly established, but it 
would not vary far from thirty per cent. If gen- 
tlemen will look into the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, just laid on our tables, they will 
find that the deposite banks, with a capital of se. 
venty-seven millions, have ə. circulation of forty- 
one millions, or more than fifty per cent. These 
banks, il is trne, possess large sums in deposite, 
so that their circulation is, no doubt, considerably 
larger, in proportion to. their capital, than the 
general average, 

Sir, (said Mr. N.) are. we to be toldin the face 
of these strong facts, that there has been no undue 
enlargement of the paper currency and the credit 
system the last two years? Are we to believe that 
rhis increase has been occasioned by the general 
tise iu the value of property? Has property ad- 
vanced nearly fifty per cent. in two years? And 
if such was the fact, what reason can be assigned 
forsuch an unprecedented advance in the value 
of property in so short a period, except the su. 


j peradundance of the paper currency? 


‘That the flood of paper money, and the great 


| extensicn of bank credits, were the original and 


efficient cause of the embarrassments and dif- 
culties which had prevailed for nearly one-year, 
was Clear beyond any reasonable doubt, Even a 
very small addition to the currency excites to over 
trading and speculation, and an advance of prices, 
This has been found to be invariably the case in 
England and in this country since the establish- 
ment cf-the Bank of the United States. All pe- 
riods of excitement and speculation, in both coun- 
tries, have been preceded by an increase of mo- 
ney or credit, or both. "The year 1835 and the 
first half of the year 1836, have been distinguish. 
ed for speculation in stocks, real estate and eve- 
ry kind of property, and fer the unprecedented 
multiplication of joint stock companies, for almost 
every conceivable object. A reaction: has en- 
sued, and there is now great distress in that coun 
try for money, as well as in this. ‘This spirit of 
speculation and gambling is there attributed to an 
expansion of the paper currency, although the in- 
crease of paper appears to be trifling, compared 
to what has taken place in this country, In 1833, 
there were but thirty-four joint stock banks in 
England, and in July, 1836, they had inéreased to: 
seventy-seven. Their issues in 1834 were £1,783,- 


returns fram nesrly all the State banks; according || 600; and in 1836, £3,094,025, being an increage of 
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less than a million and a half. 
the privete banks had not increased, but to a small 
amount had contracted their issues. So small an 
addition to the paper currency as this is consider- 
ed as the cause of the rage of speculation and 
gambling which ‘has prevaiied, and of the distress 
that has followed. Í i 

Mr. N, said that in support and corroboration 
of these views, he would ask the Secretary to 
read some short extracts from two recent writers 
in that country, which he had copied: 

Extract from Mushet. 

_ In1819, the Bank of England and the coun- 
try banks curtailed their issues about 15 per cent. 
and consols fell about 14 per cent; in 
1820, the county banks curtailed 32 per cent. 
in 1821, 28 per cent. A fali of prices, and scarcity 
of money followed; and 1819, °20, and °21, were 
years of great distress in England. One-cf the 
great evils from the great fluctuation in the amount 
of the currency, is the spirit of gambling which it 
engenders. It isthe sudden abundance of money, 
which is the main spring of all gambling transac- 
tions in our funds, and in articies of general con- 
sumption; and the rise in-prices is forced by 
speculative buying and selling, considerably be- 
yond the actual increase of the currency. His to 
this cause alone, and under every circumstance, 
which, asa nation, we can be placed, that L attri- 
bute the whole of the speculations, now and here- 
tofore, that have appeared to begin in prosperity, 
and to end in the distress and ruin of thousands. 

The speculative rise probably exceeds the 
addition to the squares added. If 2 per cent. is 
added, prices will rise 8; if 8, thirty-two per cent. 
If, on the other hand, there is a contraction of 8 
per cent. it will be attended with a fall of public 
credit and confidence in buying and selling. These 
are the evils, and they are evils of great magni- 
tude, that attend the use of the paper currency, 
There is a range of contraction and expansion in 
the use of paper, that does not belong to a metallic 
currency, and which perhaps does more than 
counterbalance all the advantages to a nation from 
the use of paper.” 

Extract from the Edinburg Review, Pol. 4, No. 2. 

In a country so opulent as this, and so rapid- 
ly increasing in wealth and population, the two 
great ardor of speculation, and the miscalculation 
of producers, must necessarily sometimes occa- 


sion overtrading, and consequently gluts and de- | 


pressesof the market. But were the currency 
în a perfectly sound state, the excitement arising 
from such causes would almost necessarily 
be confined to one or a very few businesses, 
and would be very far indeed from be- 
ing either general or universal. In point of 
fact, all periods of general excitement, or periods 
marked by a generai tendency to speculation, and 
by a general rise of prices, have both in this and 
other countrizs, been uniformly distinguished by 
some extraordinary fuciliiies in obtaining supplies 
of money or of credit, or of both. We are bold to 
to'say, that no single instance lo the contrary can be 
pointed'cut in the history of industry in modern 
times.” f 

Mr, N. said, that the opinions of these two en- 
lightened writers in pointing out the evils of a paper 
currency, contained a satisfactory explanation of 
the true origin of the pecuniary difficulties which 
now exist in this country, There was no Treasury 
order in England, no tampering with the currency, 
so far as the Government was concerned, yet the 
same evils had been experienced there. 

A paper currency was, from the very nature of 
it, unstable, and subject to constant fluctua- 
tions. Such had been its character in England, 
and in this country particularly. Since the estab- 
lishment of the late Bank of the United States, it 
hand been still more unstable. Those who sup- 
pose that reactions and periods of distress were 
only occasional, and the result of extraordinary 
causes, were entirely mistaken. They are evils 
inherent in the system, and inseparsble from it. 
Whoever willlook back to the period of the es- 
tablishment of the Bank of the United States, will 
find that such has been the case in this country. 
the severe and universal distress which prevailed 
throughout the Union in 1819 and 20, will long 


In the meantime, » 


be remembered. In 1822, money again became 
scarce, and in 1825 there was great distress in the 
United States, as well as in England, where the 
pressure was universal and desolating in its conse- 
quences. So great was the calamity, that it was 
found necessary to take away, in part, th2 monopo- 
ly of the Bank of England, and authorize the es- 
tablishment of joint stock banks,as- a means of 
relief. In 1826, money was scarce in New York; 
and in the winter of 1827, ’8, in the middle and 
eastern States. In 1829, many banks failed, and 
there was great distress among the manufacturers 
in the eastern States. In the latter part of 1832, 
money again became scarce; and nearly the entire 
year of 1834 was distinguished, not only fora pres- 
sure, but for a panic, unexampled in this country. 
The evils of this period are too fresh in the memo- 
ry of every one, to render it necessary to enlarge 
upon them. 

Inconfirmation of these facts and views, he would 
beg leave to read a letter which has been publish- 
ed; itis from no visionary theorist, or anti-bank 
man, but from a responsible officer, the cashier 
of the Branch of the United States Bank in Bal- 
timore, in 1830, and was addressed to the Secreta- 
ry of the treasury. It bears date, February 15, 
1830. 

“Looking back to the peace, a short period, fresh 
in the memory of every man, the wretched state 
of the currency for the two succeeding years can- 
not be overlooked. ‘The disasters of 1819, which 
seriously affected the circumstances, property and 
industry of every district in the United States, will 
long be recollected. Asudden and pressing scarci- 
ty of money prevailed in 1822; numerous and very 
extensive failures took place in New York, Savan- 
nah, Charles‘ on, and New Orleans, in 1825. There 
was a great convulsion among banks and other 
moneyed institutions, in 1826. The sercity of mo- 
ney among traders in that State and eastward, in 
the winter of 1827-8, was distressing and alarm- 
ing. Failures of banks in North Carolina and 
Rhode {sland, and amongst the manufacturers of 
New England and this State (Maryland,) charac- 
terized the last year, (1829) ; and intelligence is 
just received of the refusal of some of the prin- 
cipal banks of Georgia to redeem their notes with 
specie—a lamentable and rapid succession of evil 
and untoward events, prejudicial to the progress 
of productive industry, and causing a baleful ex- 
tension of embarrassment, insolvency, litigation 
and dishonesty, alike subversive of social happiness 
and morals. Every inteligent mind must express 
regret and astonishment, at the recurrence of these 
disasters in tranquil times and bountiful seasons, 
amongst an enlightened, industrious and enterpris- 
ing people, comparatively free from taxation, un- 
restrained in their pursuits, possessing abundance 
of fertile lands and valuable minerals, with capital 
and capacity to improve, and an ardent disposition 
to avail ourselves of, these great bounties. 

‘Calamities of an injurious and demoralizing na- 
ture, occurring with singular frequency amidst a 
profusion of the elements of wealth, are well cal- 
culated to inspire and enforce the conviction, that 
there i> something radically erroneous in our 
monetary system, were it not that the judgment 
hesitates to yield assent, when grave, enlightened 
and patriotic Senators have deliberately announ- 
ced to the public, in a recent report, that our sys- 
tem of money is in the main- excellent, and that in 
most of its great principles no innovation can be 
made to advantage.” 

Mr. N. said that the letter which he had just 
read contained more truth and honesty than. all 
the communications which had- ever appeared 
from the head of that banking institution, of which 
the writer of this letter was an officer. It pre- 
sented a faithful, but melancholy picture, of the 
operations of our banking and credit system. 

With such facts as these, and the experience of 
the last twenty years before us, he thought it was 
trifling with common sense to talk about the Trea- 
sury order being the cause of the existing difficul- 
ties. Sir, (said Mr. N.) the cause of these evils 
lies deeper and broader; it exists in your paper 
currency and banking system: The order has, 
no doubt, in some small degree, contributed to in- 
crease the pressure; and this is also trae of the 


deposite act. They have served to bring on the 
crisis a little sooner than it might otherwise have 
come, but the disease was upon us, and must have 
its course. : . 

If we were to look to any secondary causes, that 
of a wild spirit of speculation’ stands pre-eminent; 
and particularly speculation in public lands, But 
speculation is stimulated by our system of cur- 
rency and credit. The immense purchases of the 
public lands during the last two years have filled 
your Treasury to overflowing; more than forty 
millions had been received from the sales of the 
public domain. This immense capital had been 
withdrawn from its accustomed employment. 
This, of itself, was sufficient to derange the whole 
business of the country. 

The period of distress to which he had partéen- 
larly referred, was also distinguished by specula- 
lions in the public lands. They commenced in 
1818; the sales that year exceeded seven millions 
of dollars; in 1819, they were more than seventeen 
millions, and the first two quarters of 1820 
amounted to the enormous sum of twenty-seven 
millions. In July the law went into operation, 
requiring cash payments; and so entirely did the 
sales depend on credit, that they were almost 
entirely suspended, ‘and the last half of that year 
amounted to only about four hundred thousand 
dollars; and for the fonr succeeding, did. not ave- 
rage one million a year. Speculations in the pub- 
lic lands again commenced in 1834, when the sales 
amounted to about eight millions; in 1835, to fif- 
‘teen millions, and the present year to more than 
twenty-four millions, including the sales of the 
Chickasaw lands, which do not go into the Trea- 
sury. That a reaction should follow this reckless 
spirit of speculation, was inevitable. 

Mr. N. said he thought that the attempt to 
charge the embarrasments and pressure for mo- 
ney upon the Treasury order, had entirely failed. 
He believed the order to be legal, and was 
satisfied that it had had but little agency in 
causing the existing crisis. Still it was, in his 
mind, a question whether the principle of that 
order ought tobe maintained. He considered itas 
a temporary measure, well calculated to remedy 
existing evils of the most alarming magnitude. 
But he was not prepared to say that it- would 
do as a permanent regulation. The strongest- rèa- 
son for its adoption wasto guard against the flood 
of paper money which was flowing with a swelling 
tide into the deposite banks from the sales of the 
public lands, This evil he hoped would be ‘cor- 
rected by legislation before Congress adjourned, 
which, so far as that object was concerned, would 
supersede the Treasury order. But still the ques- 
tion is before us, and may have to be decided, in 
what currency shall the publie revenue be collect- 
ed? This was a question of great delicacy and 
magnitude. Great as he considered the evils of 
our paper system of money and credit, be did not 
see how this Government could provide a remedy. 
It certainly could not do it by any direct legisla- 
tion; it had no power over the State banks, or 
their issues. The only power it could exercise 
upon the paper currency of the. State banks was 
indirectly in the collection and disbursement of the 
ravenue, and this was no small power, especially 
at a time like the present, when the revenues 
amounted to more than forty millions. A large 
portion of the whole currency of the country pas. 
ses through your Treasury annually. 

Mr. N. said he was not prepared to say to what 
extent this power could safely be exercised. He 
was satisfied, however, that it would not do atthe 
time to coliect the revenue in specie exclusively. 
Congress had no doubt a right to do this; but im 
the collection of so large an amount of revenue, we 
must have some regard to the business of the coun- 
try, and to the ordinary currency used in commer- 
cial and other transactions, It is evident that we 
might adopt a rule which woald oecasion great 
inconvenience, and perhaps injustice, because the 
large sums of money received into the Treasury 
cannot well be collected ina curreney notin genee 
ral use. Whatever prineiple is adopted as a per 
manent regulation, ought to be uniform and appli- 
cable to the eustomsas well asthe lands. Thatin 
the colleetion and disbursement of the publie reve- 
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nue, it wiil bẹ proper toaitempt to remedy some 
of the evils ofthe paper system, he had:no doubt. 
We may by our regulations do something to ine, 
crease the use and circul: 
evuntenance bils of small derominations. Wit 
regard to this important object, Concress had, per- 
haps, doneali:that it could by direct legislation. It 
has superseded the act òf 1819, and legalized. for- 
eige.coiny thas raised the standard: of goid co'n; 
it has established. additional mints: and greatly in- 
creased. the annual coinage, and particularly that of 
goli, which hag already become a new and import- 
ant part ofour metalic currency. The amount of 
specie in the ceuntry is greatly increased the last 
three years, for which this administration is entitled 
to great erc 

Mra N. said that he could nat essent tothe pro- 
pesition of the Seratar from Massachusetts, who, 
if he urderstond him, con'ended that it was the 
right and the duty of Congress to regulate the 
whole currency of the countey.. By this, he 


understood, the Senator to mean, that Con- 


press hd the power to regulete the paper 
issues of the State banks. If he did net 
-refer to this description of currency, it was dif- 
ficult forchim ts cenccive to what his remarks 
were intended ta apply. But whilst we were so 
emphaticaliy informed that this was the duty. of 
Congress, we were not told how it was to be done. 
In what way can Congress regulate the paper cur- 
réucy supplied by the State banks? The gentle- 
man did not inform us: he seemed to have a stu- 
died caution and reserve on this point, and thereby 
hangs a tale... Mv. Ne thought, however, there 
waz nosecret in the case. The views ef the Sena- 
tor have been heretofore disclosed. Sir, suid Mr. 
N, the Senator would regulate the paper currency 
of the States by a paper currency of the Federal 
Government; he would regulste: the banking in- 
stitutions of the States by the agency of a bank «f 
the United Statea This was the secret. A national 
bank is to be the regulating power. But the 
country thought the remciy worse than the dis. 
ease; Uy bad twice tried it, and knew what 
sert of a regulation it was. He was epcaking of 
‘anational bank ina mere financial point of view, 
without any reference to constitutional or political 
objections; and in this aspect of the question, he 
did not hesitate to say that the proposition of es- 
tablishi: g a national bank, asa mesns of restraining 
and regulating the State banks, was the most pre- 
_posterous one ever submitted to a deliberative body 
and the boldest attempt ever yet'male to practis:, 
on tie gullabitily cfihe people. That such-an insti 
tution possessed, and would necessarily ex-reise, 
grest power over the State banka, he was not dis- 
posed to dery; but the question was, whether that 
power woud be exercived for good or far evil. 
The question is not whether itis «regulator, but 
whether it is a safe regulators whether it tends to 
keep the paper currency cf the count-y more 
_ Stable, or to render. it more fluctusting, He ap- 
pealed tothe experience of the country in the last 
twenty yeris to settle that question. When the 
reat national bank throws out. its money plenti- 
Bly, the State banks slo the same; they ave in- 
yited to this course, and it's their ititerest to por- 
sue toit. . When it curtaiis its disenurti and its 
issues, the State Danks ars compelled to do the 
same; so that the result of this mode of regulating 
the: paper currency of the countey, throngh the 
agency of a national bank, is, fo. plece in the bands 
of a few individuals the power to make minean plenty 
or scarce ut their pleasure. ‘Tire currency of the 
country is made to.depend onthe interest, the ca- 
price, or the passions, of one or more-individuals. 
This is a power greater tban, thst possessed by 
your Executive; and its terrible 


Heets were ex- 


perienced during the memaiable. year. of the: 


panics 


visions.and the necessaries of Ife. were supposed 
tu beinconsistent with the exist og scarcity ofmo. 
ney. There was nothing, however, extisordinary 
in this state of things; it was the csse 


kinds of property which had a more iat 
nection with the meney market; whilst 


he pro- 


ducts of lahor were Jess easily. or immediately afe’ 
fected, When the prices of the necessaries of |} 


on of specie, and dis- | 


Mr. N. said that the present high prices of pro- f 


is sta f in IIO. 
The reaction. was felt first upon stocks, anc these! 
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“Recission of the Treasury Order —Mr. Niles. 


He are once raised, by an undue expansion of 
currency, and credit, and consequent specuiation, 
it takes a long time, cften years, to bring them 
down. Laboris the last thing that is rcised in 
price; but when it is, allthe products of labor will 
of conrse be edvanced, and may rems 
years; but the reaction which is going oa must 
bring thein down to their proper valne. 

‘The Senator fom Ohio (Mr. Ewing) has given 
a very novel explanation of the present hi i 
of breadstuffy 
longer expert wheat or flour, that there is but a 
small bel: of three or four deg 
cable for grain, and that from th 


manufactures, the demand at home is 


supply the domestic demand. 
that Europe is a great grain country. 
Sens 


two contine ts. The whofe ponnist 


ed the entire 
ation. At the 


which for several years have su 
breads‘ off for. their whole pe 
ime of the union, in 1750, Eng 


hed been imported. The’ production, by the im 
provement of agriculture, had increased cons! 


extent it might be Increased, ve 
known. Comparing this country to England, he 
did not doubt that its resources for praim, 


the wiele Unien. 
Mr. N. said he would cane} 


from Ohio, (Mr. Ewing.) That Se 
not seem to be satisfied 
the Treasury order as unconstitutional an: 


ilegal, and as the cause of the distress which hs 


prevailed; but he scemed to think it necessary to | 
He more than in- | 


assaii the motives of its authors. 
sinuated thet the measure did not originate with 


the President or the Secretary of the Treasury. | 
He seemed to allude toa power behind the throne, | 


greater-than the throne itself, but with whem that 
power existed, we were not informed. 
pected every moment to besr thst it was. the 
E Kiteken Cabinet bat th 
pressly alluded to that s h which 
once exerc'sed such potent influence over pubiic 
affairs. ADV 

He thought tbat common justice required 
that the motives ofthe President should have been 
spared. 
Senstor appeared to think that th 
wicked moive 


at the 


was to creste embarrassment and distress through. 


out the country, and to charge the same to the || 


op: ration of the deposite uct of last session, and 
thercby renier thet measnre nepopular witt 


people, This was the deen laid plot which the 
Senator bas d ro Me N. se would 


only say, in such parpese had 


of the Press: 


the falaity of man 
not be suppored that the act of | 
was io be repealed, and, of cew 
cowd he no oiher object but tò render the 
principle of distribution unneoulir. r said 
Me. N. the opponents of that principle do not 
sire the of say stratsgem or artifice; t! eyy 
not even take advantage of the embsrra 


from 


fEessgn 


there 


de- 


aments 


and diicnities which the execution ofthat law | 


hasor 


ned. These were temporary erl 
wer aguen at the time. He was one. 
haps the-Jas', who had come into thes 
that measdre; but he didit with the full bel: 
its Immediate-effect would be to increase tha ex- 
isting difficulties. In supporting the act, he did 


in high for i 


é gh price | 
He says that this country will no | 


es ef latitude, suit- | 
establishment of i 
greatly it | 
creased; so that hereafter we cas do no more than | 
We are told, alse, ; 
Bat the | 
or seems fo overlook the great and important i! 
fast of the difference in the ponulation of the | 
ion of the | 
United States is less than that of the British Isles, | 


d and Sentiand i 
had a population ofsever millions an! a half and | 
the egriculiure of the country produced barely a | 
supply-of grain equal to the consumption; and | 
since that time the population hed more than dou- | 
bled, yet the last two or three years no wheat i 


de- | 
rably above one hundred per cent. and to what !| 
ained to be | 


when: 
preperly developed. would be famd sufficient to ; 
sustain a population of two hundred millions The | 
Senator's own State and one adioisias, could pro. : 
duce grain sufticiest for the present v-onulstion of 


Je what he had to! 
say, by noticing one observation of the Senator | 


with condemuing | 


He ex- | 


this, however, bad not been done? The il 
g some | 


atit imported. or i 
the real object | 


the | 


: ITY ote i 
scheme that ever origi | 
It escal : 


| the diversity of t 
H: 


beliefthat | 


Dee. 1836. 


Senate. 


had row, by the Senator frora South Carolina, 
(Mr. Calketn,) that in passing that act, they would 
establish the principle of distributing surpluses 
fom yesr to year, the bil could net have 
passed the Senate Deeply and forcibly; as 
many of us felt the cendition of your Trea- 
sury; unwilling as we were that forty millions 
of the public money should remain, for seve- 
ral years at least, in the deposite banks, to be used 
as a capital, melkiplying all the evils of our is- 
flated paper sy iousiy and deeply 3s we 
were impressed s $ , we should no 
have entertained even a thought of relieving the 
country from them, by sanctioning the principle 
of distribution, No, (ssid Mir. N.) that princinje 
has not yet received the sancticn of this body; but, 
it is to be pressed upon us the pre- 
sent f on, and, he tru the opponents 
of the measure would be prepared to meet it, 
here and elsewhere, before the tribunal of 
public sentime where all questions affect- 
ing the great interests of the country and the 
safety of our institutions must ultimately come, 
and where the decision is not only final, but al- 
ways safe, and usually correct, ‘rhe opponents of 
this scheme want no extrinsic circumstances, or 
even temporary considerations, to bear on the 
question; all th kis, to meet the principle in 
free, open, and fair discussion, upon its own intrin- 
sic merits. If itis s sound andeafe principle, in 
accordance with the constitution, consistent with 
the rights of the States, and conducive to the ge- 
neral prosperity, it will doubtless he sustained; 
but if it ehall appear te be in econfict with the 
spirit of the constitution, fraught with mischief, 
tending to corruption, and dangerous to the rights 
it could not stand, 


KA 


; either here or before the popular tribunal of the 


country. 7 

Mr. N said he had concluded what he had to 
say, and had detained the Senate much longer 
than he intended, 


eee 


REMARKS OF MR. RIVES, 
Or Vincinta: 

In Senate, Dec. 22, 1836-—on intredauciag his sub- 

. . y . g Q 
giitute for Mr. Ewxye’s resolution te rescind the 
Treasury order. 
Mn REY ES sai? 
jest made by his 
) conclusively 


ùt the observations 


the resohe 
Senator from 
Ohio, (3 i; g > Treasury 
erdev of Lith duly keste Tn the first place, the 
form of the procceduig was ‘altogether «unusual 
and inappropriate, It proposed to reseend an Ex- 
ecutive acte But the business of Congress was 
not to ivetidate or to confiem Executive acts, but 
to pass lawa, or, in oiher words, establish rules 
operating m futuro, to whiel ecutive action 
would theresfier conform. on of the le- 


uon prope 


The a 
authority ought to be original, indepen- 
and prospective, and ty bear on its face no 


ofany other & 
to eopeciy 
there can be for giving the pa 
posed to the actioo cf Congress in this case, unless 
it be to imply a censure on the ect to be rescind- 
ed. Dat however unprepared I imay be, at pre- 
rent, (said Mr. R.) to make the proy w of the 
the permanent 


rene 
reason 
? form pro- 


reference to the act 
fadecd i 


nsere on ibe 
ver may 
al ope 


be, i 

on among 
I have anv 
onder any judg 
m of but litle weight) 
; ng suaded, thatihe motives 
which induced tae C 2 to direct it ta 
be issued, were of the me and patriotic 
character, i must say, aiso, thet notwithstanding 
the ability aad taiest displayed.on this, 2s, on all 
other occasions, by the learned Senator from Mag- 


these far 
sof being 
at be ab} 
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sachusetts, (Mr: Webster, he has not, in my hum- 
ble judgment, succeeded in establishing any want 
of legality in the measure adanted by the Exeen-- 
tive. Whatever rule, therefore, Congress ma 
deem it necessary and expedient to establish for 
the future collection of the public revenue, Ish: I, 
for one, be opposed to any mode of sction on the 
sübject, which shail imply a censure for the past. 

‘The konorable Senator from Connecticut (Mr. 
Niles) has. in my judgment, presented the Execu- 
tive order of July last jn its true light, as a tempo- 
rary and occasional act, growing out of an extra- 
ordinary state of things then exiscing. It was de- 
signed to meet that state of things, and may have 
been wise and salatety as a temporary «ct, to epe» 
rate until the mecting of Congress, while its con- 
tinuanse a: a permanent legislative rale would be 
inexpedient. The President himself evidently re- 
gards it in this light. 
mencement of the 


In his message at the com- 


session, he submits ‘the 


whole subject for the consideration of Con- 
gress, and while he recommends to them 
-earnestly the adoption of some measure for 


limiting the. sales of the public lands, he attaches 
but little importance to the future requisition of 
specie in payments forthea. Now, sr, [ber 
leave to say in advance, that any ptacticable and 
equal measure, which shal be digested by 
Hemen of the west, to prevent the great evil of a 
monopoly of the public domain in the bands of 
speculators, thall meet with my hearty concur- 
rence. A Dili for that purpose is already before 
us, and without faving examined, or being pre- 
pared to express an opinion of, its details, L hope 
twill receive the prompt consideration and action 
of Congress, 
But to returnto the Treasury order. The Fre- 
sident has done what he deemed his duty, under 
the ‘peculiar and extraordinary circumstances of 
the emergency. We are now calied upon to per- 
form ours, in establishing some definite and per- 
manent rule for the future codection of the re- 
venue, An indispensable characteristic of any 
permanent systern must bo its uniformity. Phe 
genius of our institutions demanes equality in the 
laws, ard especially in the fiscal operations of the 
«Government. It does not allow, as a permanent 
regulation, that specie shall be required in pay- 
ment of one branch cf the revenue, while bank 
notes are received for another—that one rule of 
collection shali prevail i s west, and another is 
the east. Whatever medium of payment, there- 
fore, Congress shall prescribe for one portion o 
the public dues, ought ts be extended to every 
other. 

’ Shall that medium in public rec-ip 
ments be specie exclusively?) Even if this shou'd 
be the uitimate policy of the Government, the 
country is, in my Opinion, not yet ite for ifs adop- 
tion, Specie must first difuse itself more gene- 
rally through the ordinary | 
the common ch Farculation must be bette: 
filled with tue ic currency, —before the Go- 
vernment can, with justice to the public debtor, 
sternly demand payment of its dues in gold anc 
silver exclusively. only etfe 
which a larger cire 
the 


t 


y the ren- 


can be he suppression of { 
of the smaller nations, Tris is t 


of the enreency, which bas been 


v by the p 


ortant stens 
‘kof the United States, 
rvaination of the gold 

coins, in th ed coinage and impor 
tation of beth g ind silver, in the salutary in- 
. fluence exerted by the Treasury, through the col- 

lection and disbursement of the publie revenue, 

over the leading Siete bs andin the enlightened 
ry adopted bya mefoctiy of the S , 1D e- 
r fon of tae sma n H ecan 
becarried faliy into execution only by a continued 
co-operation of the General and £ 
ad and practical vios 
arya, it must ba gradua 


aircady been acct 
of putting ș 
correcting b 


iar 
iar 


£ 


| 


_ to the best manner of disposing of it. 
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ofthe great body of the community, whose ma- 
terial interests sre always Hable to be brutséd-and 
shocked by sudden and violent changes, the reme 
dy might unfortunately come to- be looked upon 
as worse than the disease, — 7 

While, therefore, Z would steadily persevere in 
the wise policy of enlarging the specie elreula- 
tion of the country, (the first efficient commence- 
ment of which has been made under the present 
administration.) T would carefully abstain from 
compromising the suecess of so important areform 
by any premature or precipitate experiment, 
which might endanger reaction. The present 
cecasion may, with great propriety. he «embraced, 
to make ancther safe advance in the prosecution 
of that reform, hy laying a restriction on the re- 
ceipt, in public collec ions, of the notes of all banks 
issuing bills under certain denominations Tha 
joint resoluticn of 1816 ought to be remodelled, 
and adanted to the present condition of things. 
Some of itse provisions have become obsn- 
lete, Of the four media of payment, in the 
collection of the public dues, recognised by 
it, two no longer exist, fo wit: Treasyry no‘es, 
and notes of the Bank of the United States, asa 
national currency. Of the remaining two, specie, 
and the notes of specie-paying ‘benks, the latter 
ought, in my opinion, to be subjected to additienal 
restrictions, especially such as may have a tenden- 
cy to promote the great practical refurm of a sup- 
pression ofthe small notes. Bat, wh'le the notes 
of specie-paving banks are treated by all the 
world, in private transactions, as equivalent to spe- 
cie, ito not ‘hink the Government would be jus- 
tied in refusing them in public collections alto- 
gether, until go'd and silver shall, by the previous 
suppression of small notes, have taken the place 
more generally of a paper currency. 

What has appeared to me best to be done, un- 
dev existing cirenmstances, is a revision and medi- 
fication of the joint resolution of 1816, adapting it 
to the present condition of things, and provid- 
ing that all sums of money accruing to the Uni- 
ted Sintes, whether for customs, publie lands, 
or othersise, shall be received only in gold 
and silver, or in the notes of banks paid on 
demand in gaod and silver, but with the fol. 


lowing restriciton as to such notes, with a view 
fo encourage the disuse and suppression of the 


smaller banis ics, anl thereby enlarge the 
specie circulation; that is, from the passage of 
the Jew, no notes to be received in public ccliec- 
Gens cf anv bank, though a specie paying bark, 
which shali icsne bills or notes of a less denomina- 
tion than five dollars, and the like prohibition to 
be gradually extended, (allowing due time for the 
change.) first to the peper of banks issuing bills 
s denomination than ten dollars; and finally, 
hat of banks issuing bills or notes of a less 
denomination than twenty dollars. {would add 
farther imitation; that not even the notes 

pecie paying banks of the above descriptions 
shenld be received, unless they were such as the 
banks in which they were to be deposited, shonld 
:to tbe credit of the United States 


sprte ti 
gs cash ntzining thus a double guarantee for the 


css and safety of the pubEceollectione, ard 


t fo a payment 
> is kind weuld, in my opinion, 
fy the exigencies of all the public interests 
whether of the revenus, the currency, 


Ihave drawn up, Mré President, a reso- 
lution, founded upon and embodying. these views; 
bst tac embarrassed by a question of order, in 
placing it regularly before the Senate at the pre- 


large. 


! 


sent moment. I will, however, take the Tiberty 
of reading it to the Senate, and will cheerfully 
conform to ary suggestion which may be made as 


[rhe call of the ayes and noes on the second 
reading of Mr. Liwrye’s resolution was then with- 
drawn, and it was pessed to a third reading by 
eral consent, in order to admit a motion to 
meug; acd it being then ellowable to offer.an 
amendmeat, Mr. Rivzs moved to amend -it by 


striking out all after the word. ‘* Resoleed,”? and 4 


. the said legal curcency, under the follow 


inserting in Hea of it his own resol en, as fol- 


lows:? a NRA 


‘age 


` Resolved, That hereafter all. sums of mon 


` cruing or becoming payable to the United States, 


whether for customs, public lands, taxes, débte,.cr 
otherwise, shal! be collected and paid only i the 


‘legal currency of the United States, or in the notes 


of banks which are payable and paid on demand in 
’ i regtric- 
tions and conditions in regard to such notes; that is, 


` from and after the passage of this resslation, the 


notes of no bank which shall issue bills or notes of a 
less denomination than five dollars, shall be received 
in payment of the publio duas; from and after the 
first day of July, 1839, the notes of no bank which 
shall isene bills ar notes of a leas denomination than 
ten dollars, shall be receivable; and from and sfter. 
the Ist of nly, 1841, the ke prohibition shail be 
extended to the notes of all banks issuing bills or 
notes of a less denomination than twenty dollar; 
tut the public debtors shall have the option of pay- 


| ing either in the said legal currency, or in the notes 


of banks of the description above mentioned, in 
good. credit; provided, bowever, that no notes 
shall be taken in payment by the collectors or re- 
evivers, which the banks in which they are to. be 
deposited shall not be willing to pass to. the credit 
of the United States as cash, ae 


REMARKS OF MR REYNOLDS, 
Or Ixcrvors, ; 


ihe Fouse of Representatives, 22d uf December, 
1836.—On his presenta'ion of the following pre- 
ambie and resolutiens on the subject of the Na- 
tional road, he addresied the Mouse as fol- 
lows: : 

Mr. Sreaxen: Tam sorry that I am compelled, 
by asense of duty, to address the House on this 
subject, which, I. fear, is not very interesting 
to my friends, the members of tbis, Mouxe; 
and I can not. promise them in my remarks, 
any thing like eloquence or oratory, that will be 
entertaining to them, i ; 

This is a subject of great interest and import- 
ance tothe whole State of Mimnois, and particuiar- 
ly to the district which Y have the honor to repre- 
sent on this floor.  Jts interest to the people, is 
the reason l new address you. 

The preamble and resolution now under con- 
silersatisn, were adopted by the General Assem- 
bly of the State by a unanimous vote, ; 

The State has assumed the principles and docs 
trines of State rights, which, f c mnsier, are cone 
stittitional and correct, and suchas can be mains 
tained and demonstrated on a proper expdsifion 
of the constitution of our Government, 

Without further comment or preface, I will read 
the preamble and resolutions which p i the 
Legislature of the State of Elinois by a unaaimonus 
vo 

“Whereas, it 
TWinais, now in s 
should pursue, if extended so as to cross 
at the town of Alton, would be ine 
mate desination, the capital of i 
more advantageous ta the commer 
of th a and afford to her it 
sister Stites, a More direct and convenicr 
munication than any ether ronte; ard whoy 
il road across the Miseissipp! river at 

i detrimental to the prosperi 


of bez just pretensigas and of her rights of gove- 
Gen Govem- 


ary tothe avowed poti 
of even-handed 


In 


Inet 


justice and im 
with other 3 
The 
State of Lilina’s, 
hereby given 
i T 


hie mater: 


neta 


bly of the 
the Mate of Rhnais is 
nity to exter the Na- 
rid State, go dz to cross the 
1 State, and at no 


az 


to procnre the p. t 
route from Vandala to Jefferson city, by 7 
for the continuation ofthe National. road upon said route.” 


It will be perceived, by every member of this 
House, thet this reo'niien presents a subject of 
tance, sod tne on which various ont 
a heen entertained. i 


38 
24th Cone,...2d Sess.” 


lebrated personage of antiquity had in de- 
fending himself before King Agrippa. St. Paul 
said, that he was “happy to have the privilege to 
address a judge who was learned in all the laws 
and customs of the Jews.’ Sodo “I think my- 
self happy” to have the honor to present this sub- 
ject before ‘an. assembly that are intelligent, and 
earned in the laws and constitution of their coun- 
try. : i 
-It iş a principle, acknowledged.by all constitu- 
tional lawyers and constitutional writers, that the 
Congress of the United States possess no power 
of action further than is expressly given them by 
the constitution; and on an attentive and careful 
examination of that instrument, it will be found 
that there exists no power in Congress to force on 
a State such improvements as are contemplated by 
this National road. : 

I would ask any gentleman in this House, if he 
would vote for an improvement of the coun- 
try, such as the National road is, contrary to 
the express will and consent of the State in 
which the road was to be located? I do not believe 
there can be acase found in the history of this 

` Government, where the General Government has 
forced on a State, contrary to the will and consent 
ofthe State, a road, or any such improvement. 

The United States possess the power to make all 
necessary roads for her military operations. This 
power arises from her exclusive and constitutional 
authority over the subject of war and all its conse- 
quences. : 

The National road which is now under conside- 
ration is not pretended to be a military road, or 
in any manner connected with the military opera- 
tions of the Government. ‘The Constitution of the 
United States expressly authorizes Congress 
“to establish post offices and post roads,” 
Congress, having the constitutional ‘authority 
and jurisdiction over this subject, must, as 
a necessary consequence, have the power to 
“establish” post routes or post roads. The Con- 
gress, at their Jast session, established a great 
many post roads all over the Union. This is the 
establishment which, in my opinion, is contem- 
plated by the Constitutign, and net the making of 
aroad, such as the National road is. 

It would not be seriously contended by any one, 
that, under the provisions of the constitution on 
this subject, Congress would be bound, or 
would ‘have the constitutional competency, to 
muke and eul out a road wherever they establish 

post route. 

The National road is, in fact, no more a post 
road than it isa military road; and, consequently, 
the General Government under the provisions of 
the constitution have no power to force it on the 
States. 

If Congress possess the power, without the 
consent of the States through which this road 
passes, to make and open it in the States, then it 
must follow, as a matter of necessity, that Con- 
gress also possess the power to keep these roads 

` ın repair; and, in order to do this, they must esta 
blish toll-gates and toll-collectors on them. They 

. must also possess the jurisdiction and control over 
‘them; and, consequently, must establish courts, 
and. appoint officers, to enforce the acts of Con- 
gress, in the exercise of their jurisdiction over 
them. ' If Congress have the power, without the 
consent of the States, to make these roads, they 
must exercise all the jurisdiction and power above 
enumerated, in exclusion of the State authorities. 
This must be the necessary consequence, if they 
have the power, in the first instance, to make the 
roads. ; 

I believe that there is no American citizen who 
would be willing tu see the United States assume 
and exercise the exclusive jurisdiction and con- 
trol over these national improvements, and. de- 
prive the States of their constitutional sovereignty 
_nd rights within the limits of their own territory, 

I have heard intelligent gentlemen contend, that 
if the United States had the power to make the 
National road.at. all, they would have it as well 


without, as with, the consentofthe States through | 


which the read may pass. Lk consider this posi 
Sion to be without foundation and untenable. 

SZA State has the power and right to admit any 
individual, or set.of men, to expend their money 
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in the State in such way or manner as the State 
may think proper and right. We see companies 
frequently incorporated by State authority to 
make roads, canals, and such improvements. They 
act under the authority of the State. . They may 
be considered the agents or servants of the State, 
as they act under the control and laws of the 
State, and not by their own authority. ar 

In the same manner, when the State gives her 
consent to the General Government to make a 
road: within the limits of the State, the United 
States acts not. by its own authority, but by the 
power ard authority delegated to it by the 
State Government. The General Government act 
under the authority of the State, and like all | 
other agents can not transcend the power given. 

_ This view of the subject is demonstrated by an 
an act of the General Assembly of the State of 
Maryland, passed in November, 1802, which is in 
the following words, to wit: 

‘© That this State do hereby give and grant their 
full approbation and consent, that the Congress of | 
the United States may appropriate, towards re- 
pairing, and keeping in repair, the post roads, or 
any one or more of thein, within this State, such | 
sum or sums of money as they in their wisdom 
may deem right, and to lay out and apply the 
same to said purpose in any msnner they, by law, 
direct: Provided, That nothing herem cen- 
tained shall extend, or may be construed to ex- 
tend, to authorize Congress to pass any law for | 
the changing the direction of the roads, or any of 
them, as now established, or to authorize them to 
pass a law for the opening of a new road.” 

The above recited act gives a construction to | 
She constitutional power of Congress, and demon- 
itrates the position, that Congress is governed in 
ts action on this subject by the authority of the 
State Government. 

This view of the subject is also fortified by Con- 
gres, transferring the National road to the States 
east of the Ohio, through which the road passes, 
Congress, by this act, disclaims the jurisdiction 
and exclusive control over this road, and transfers 
all her claim to it to the respective States in which 
it is located. i 

This is an acknowledgment that the General 
Government had not the power or jurisdiction 
over this improvement to the exclusion of the 
State Governments. 

It is a principle, acknowledged by all, that the 
construction and exposition given to alaw, or to a 
constitution, at or near the time the law or con- 
stitution was made, is of grea‘er force and validity 
than a construction given at any other time. 

In eighteen hundred and six, which is not a 
greatlength oftime after the Constitution of the 
United States was adopted, an act of Congress 
passed on this very subject, and gave a construc- 
tion to that instrument. This is the first act which 
was passed on the subject, and it isthe act that 
established the Cumberland or National road. 

I wil] read to you, Mr. Speaker, a part of the 
act of Congress which requires the President of 
the United States to obtain the consent of the States 
through which this road was to be located. 

Commissioners were to be appointed by this 
act; and on their report, the duty of the Presi- 
dent is prescribed in the following act of Congress, 
to wit: 

** Which report the President is hereby author- 
ized to accept or reject, in the whole or in part. 
If he accepts, he is hereby further authorized and 
requested to pursue such measures, as in his opin- 
ion shall be proper, to obtain consent, for making 
the road, of the State or States through which the 
same has been laid out; which consent being ob- 
tained, he is further authorized to take prompt 
and effectual measures to cause said road to be | 
made through the whole distance, or in any part 
or parts of the same he shall judge most conducive 
to the public good, having reference to the sum 
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; Congress, entitled “An act to regulate the laying 
out and making a road from Cumberland, in the 
State of Maryland, to the State of Ohio,” I ap- 
pointed Thomas Moore, of Maryland, Jo seh 
Kerr, of Ohio, and Eli Williams, of Maryland, com- 
missioners to lay out the said road, and to perform 
the other duties assigned to them by theact. The 
progress- which they madé in the execution of the 
work, during the last session, will appear in their 
report now communicated to Congress. On the 
receipt of it, I took measures to obtain consent for 
making the road, of the States of Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, and Virginia, through which the com- 
missioners proposed tu lay it out. Ihave received 
acts of the Legislatures of Maryland and Virginia, 
giving the consent desired; that of Pennsyivania 
has the subject still under consideration, as is sup- 
posed. Until I receive full consent to a free 
choice of route through the whole distance, I 
have thought it safest neither to accept, nor re- 
ject, finally, the partial report of the commission- 
ers. Some matters suggested in the report belong 
exclusively to the Legislature. 
TH. JEFFERSON. 


‘January 31st, 1807.” 

It is almost useless to observe, that no person 
ever stood higher for sp'endid talents, and for a 
complete and perfect knowledge of our constitu- 
tion, and the nature of our Government, than Pre- 
sident Jefferson did; and he deemed it necessary 
to have the “full consent” of the States “to a free 
choice of the route, through” ‘the whole dis- 
tance,” before he could cause the road to be made. 

Mr. Speaker: I will trouble the House with 
only a few of the acts of the State Governments in 
which this road was located. 

The following is an act of the General Assem- 
bly of Maryland, which passed 4th January, 1807, 
and fully recognises the principle, that the Gene- 
ral Government has no power to make the im- 
provement without the “consent” of the State. 

‘* Whereas, a law passed the Congress of the 
United States on the twenty-ninth of March, 1806, 
directing the laying out of a road from Crmber.- 
land, on the Potomac river, to the Ohio; and the 
consent of this State being necessary to the open- 
ing of the same so far as it may run within her 
limits, therefore, : 

“Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Mary- 
lind, That it shall be lawful, and the full and en- 
tire consent of the State of Maryland is hereby 
given to the opening and improving the same; and 
the President of the United States is hereby autho- 
rized to cause the said road to be laid out, opened, 
and improved in such way and manner as by the 
before recited act of Congress is required and di- 
rected.” 

An act passed the General Assembly of the 
State of Pennsylvania on the 9th April, 1807, on 
this subject, and is as follows, to wit: 

“That the President of the United States be, 
and he is hereby authorized, to cause so much ot 
the said road as will be in this State, to be opened 
so far as it may be necessary the sameshould pass 
through this State, and to cause the said road to 
be made, regulated, and completed within the 
limits, and according to the intent and meaning of 
the before recited act of Congress in relation 
thereto.” 

Mr. Speaker: I will not trouble the House by 
eading any of the acts or resolutions of the Ge- 
neral Assemblies of the States of Virginia, Ohio, 
or Indiana, through which this road passes. It 
will be found, on examination, that the consent of 
all the States, from one end of this road to the 
other, has been given to the General Government 
to construct the road, before the - United States 
commenced it. 

. It seems to me there cannot cxist a doubt in | 
the mind of any one that will examine the subject 
attentively, and see the course of the General Go- 
vernment and of the States also on this subject, 


appropriated for the purpose.” 
‘Jn the execution of the above recited act of 


Congress, and in the performance of his duty un- | 


der it, President Jefferson addressed the following | 


sTo the Senate and f . 
House of Representatives of the United States: 
“In execution of the act of the last session of 


that Congress has not the constitutional power to 
force an improvement of this character'on any 
State. Se 

lf Congress assume this power and exercise it, 
State rights and State sovereigaty might. be pro- 
strated. If Congress can force a road on a State 
four rods wide, it can force into a State one of forty 
miles wide, andjmust of necessity exercise excl 
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-sive jurisdiction over it. This would be unrea- 
sonable, and destructive to our system of Govern- 
ments, It would have a tendency~to the formation 
of a consolidated Government, which would de- 
‘stroy State rights and State Governments. 

-The President, in his late message of Decem- 
ber, 1836, recognises this principle where he says 
that “The great struggle was began against that 
latitudinarian construction of the constitution, 
which authorises the unlimited appropriation of 
the revenue of the Union to internal improvement 
within the States; tending to invest in the hands, 
and place under the control, of the General Go- 
vernment, all the principal roads and canals of the 
country, in violation of State rights, and in dero- 
gation of State authority.” 

This principle being demonstrated, that Con- 
gress has no power to make these works without 
the “consent” of the State in which they are lo- 
cated, the necessary consequence is—growing out 
of the above resclution—that the National road 
must cross the Mississippi river at Alton, in the 
State of Illinois. Ifthe road does not cross the 
river at Alton, the consent of the State is given to 
locate it “at no other point.” 

It is proper and right to mention, that there is 
a contest between the States of Ulinois and Mis- 
souri about the location of this road. ‘Fhe State 
of Ilinois, as 1 have before remarked, is unani- 
mous in her resolution to locate it at Alton; and 
the representatives of the people of Missouri wish 
it located so as to cross the Ptississippi at St. Louis, 
in that State. 

The people of Illinois entertain no unfriendly 
feelings towards the State of Missouri or the city 
of St. Louis. We are proud of the growth and 
prosperity of the State and of their city, but we 
are not so friendly to them as to advance their in- 
terests to the disparagement and destruction of 
our own rights and interests. We do “not love 
Cæsar less, but Rome more.” : 

We, the people of Illinois, consider it our duty 
to advance our own happiness and interest, when 
it is not to do an injury or wrong to the State of 
Missouri or to the United States. We do not 
wish to injure St. Louis, but we are anxious to 
advance our own State and Alton. 

At arecent election, under a statute law of the 
State of Illinois, a vote was taken fcr the loeation 
of the seat of Government of the State, and Alton 
feceived inore votes than any other place; by 
which proceeding, itis almost certain, that Alton 
will becuue the seat of Government for the States 
and as the policy of the States through which the 
national road passes, and that also of the General 
Government, is to locate it, so as to pass the seats 
of the State Governments, this policy will, I 
hope, be extended to Illinois, as well as to other 
States, 

Alton is one of the most flourishing and com- 
mercial towns in the State of Mlinois. I am in- 
formed that it ard its environs contain a population 
of feur or five thousand souls; and F know it is ra- 
pidly increasing in population, business, and im- 
portance. ae 

Andalthough Alton may not contain as great a 
population as St. Louis, yet there is in the State 
of IMinois an immense number of people more 
than in the State of Missouri, which ought to be a 
strong argument in favor of the State of Ilinois. 


` Mr. Speaker, it is almost unnecessary for me to 
state to this House at this time, that the Nation«l 
road. has been located no farther west than te 
Vandalia, the seat of Government of the State of 
Ilinois; and the resolution before us gives the con- 
sent of the State to continue it in that State to 
Alton, towards its ultimate destination, Jefferson 
city, in the State of Missouri; and, judging from 
the best information I ean obtain, the route by 
Alton from Vandalia to Jefferson city, will be found 
on actual survey, to be the best and shortest, for 
the continuation of the read. 


If this resolution gave the consent of the State 
to cross the Mississippi river at a point entirely out 
of the direction from Vandalia to Jefferson city, 
then I would say it was unreasonable, and ought 
not to be urged on the consideration of this House 
On such occasion, I should regret to find myself 
advoeating a course of policy so absurd and un- 
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just. But when I am clearly satisfied that the 
route by Alton isthe nearest and hest from Vanda- 
Fa'to Jefferson city, and that the General Govern- 
ment will take into consideration the will, interest 
and “consent” of the State, in the location of this 
road, I feel a conscious rectitude in my course, and 
will pursue it, ‘uncaring of consequences.” 

I consider it my duty to pursue this course st 
this session of Congress, in conformity to the re- 
solution of the General Assembly, and in accord- 
ance to the voice of the people, expressed ina 
meeting had on the occasion. The proceedings 
of this meeting were printed and laid on the table 
of each member. 

Having finished my remarks on this resolution, 
I move to refer it to the Committee on Reads and 
Canals. 


Cpe cerca mannan sunt aeaaea 


DEFERRED DEBATE ON THE SUBJECT OF THE UN- 
EXPENDED BALANCES OF APPROPRIATIONS. 


In SENATE, Decemper 28. 


Mr. BENTON rose to move the printing of the 
document from the Treasury Department, which 
had been called for-on his motion, and had come 
in a few days ago, It was a document showing 
the unexpended balances of appropriations which 
would remain in the Treasury on the first day of 
January next, the amount of exch balance, the ob- 
ject to which it was applicable, and the date of 
the law by which the apprepriation was made. It 
was the amplification and substantiation of that 
part of the President’s message at the commence- 
ment of the session, in which he said that these un- 
expended balances were estimated at $14,636,062, 
exceeding by $9,636,062 the amount which will 
be left in the deposite banks, and which are 
outstanding appropriations, to be met by re- 
imbursements from the States, if the revenue 
fell short of meeting them; and that this large 
amount usexpended was the effect of the late- 
ness of the period at which the appropria- 
tions had been made. This fourteen and a half 
millions has been called a surplus, for which the 
Government has no use; and it would seem that 
some States, acting on this idea, were for treating 
the deposite act as a distribution law, and using 
the money deposited with them, as if the Govern- 
ment in reality had no use for it. Nothing (he 
said) could be more erroneous than thisidea This 
fourteen and a half millions were not a surplus, 
but appropriated money—appropriated too lute to 
be used this year, but remaining applicable to its 
objects, under the act of 1795, for two full years 
after the year in which the appropriation was 
made. The document contains a detailed sta‘e- 
ment of each object, and in the list would be found 
objects belonging to every branch of the public 
service; and every State would find some objectis 
nesr and dear to itself, and for which the State 
had been long soliciting. Among these objects, 
were the branch mints in the south and in 
New Orleans, the custom-houses in Boston and 
New York, the Treasury and Patent offices 
in this city, many fortifications, roads and block 
houses west of Missouri and Arkansas, half 
a dozen Indian tribes, and among them the 
Cherckee treaty, on which alone, the balance 
was $4,245,000. Thislatter was a good specimen 
of the whole of these delayed appropriations, and 
illustrated the manner practised at the last session 
to create an unavoidable surplus. First, the rati- 
fication of the treaty was kept off to the last pos- 
sible moment, and then all possible exertions made 
to defeat it; then the appropriation law under the 
treaty wes kept off to the last possible moment, 
and then all possible efforts made to defeat it. Fi- 
naily, on the 2d day of July, the appropriation 
passed; and then Mr. Jobn Ross, a true coadjutor 
of the surplus party, went home to prevent the In- 
dians from receiving the money; and succeeded; 
and so saved this four millions and a quarter for 
distribution, as a part of that unavoidable surplus 
for which the States are told, and even Georgia 
hersclf is told, the Federal Government has no 
use for! Now there was some use for this four 
and a guarter millions, The United States would 
have to raise it otherwise, if she did not get 
it back from the States; for the compact with 


Georgia, made thirty-four years ego, and “by 
whch the United States obtained Alabama 
and Mississippi, will have to be carried into 
effect. And so of every object mentioned in 
the documente There were above two hundred 
of these objects, and money would have ‘to ‘be 
prov:ded for carrying each of them into effect; 
for they were not of a nature to be abandoned; 
ani this head of mine, (said Mr. B. putting his 
finger to hig forehead,) this head of mine, as bė- 
longing to a member of the Finauce Committee, 
was now occupied with this subject, and was-con- 
sidering how far duties could be reduced, and 
how far they would have to be kept up, and 
what tax otherwise unnecessary must be retained 
to supply the place of these fourteen and a half . 
millions, if the deposite act is perverted by any of 
the S‘ates into a distribution law. Now, he wanted 
his fact carried home to the people of the States 
in such form that it could not be disputed. He 
would, therefore, move to have this document 
printed, and five copies sent to the Governor of 
each State, ten copies sent to each branch of the 
State Legis'atures, and 1000 ex‘ra copies be 
supplied to the Senate for its distribution. 

Mr. CALHOUN rose tomakea very few remarks 
on the very extraordinary motion ofthe Senator from 
Missour’, and to ask for the yeas and nays on the 
question. The sending ont this paper in the man- 
ner proposed, would make an erroneous impres- 
sion on the minds of those to whom it’ would be 
sent, and would be an unusual departure fom 
the ordinary practice of the Senate. Did not 
every Senator know that there was a large 
amcunt left in the Treasury, say five milions cf 
dollars, by the deposite law of the last session, 
for the purpose of meeting these balances? Did not 
every Senator know that by the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, there were three millions 
of dollars of these appropriations that would not - 
be wanted, and were therefore transferred to the 
surplus fund in pursuance of a standing law? And 
was there not hesides, a large sum in the hands of 
the disbursing officers of the Government? He 
knew (Mr. C. said) that every exertion would be 
made in order to defeat the deposite bill at this 
session. He knew well that the battle was yet to 
bz fought—a battle in which the people would be 
on one side, and the office holders and office steke 
ers on the other. While up, he would refer to 
the Committee on Finance, and make one remark 
in reference to the report of that committee 
on the bill introduced by him a few days 
since, and much against hia wishes referred to 
them. They had reported against the bill, and it: 
was not strange that they should do so, because a 
majority of that committee were three out of the 
six who voted against the deposite bill at the last 
session. But what he complained of was, that 
they had reported it without one single word of 
explanation; the chairman simply saying that he 
was instructed by the committee to move for its 
indefinite postponement. He would now ask the 
chairman on what grounds he had reported aguinst 
this bill? Was it because the committee were'sat- 
iefied that there would not be asurplus? Iso, (sail 
Mr. C.) let us know it. [shall be glad to hear that 
such was their reason, because it is a debateable 
proposition. Wasit because they would not Lave the 
surplus deposited with the States? If this was the 
case, it was directly contrary to the known sense 
of that body expressed almost unanimously at the 
last session. Ue could scarcely believe that the 
commi tee reported against the bill on such 
ground». With the denunciations of the President 
himee f against the corrupting influence of a large 
surplus in the Treasury, and his declarations that 
the worst disposition that could be made of it was 
to let it remain in the deposite banks, he did sup- 
pose that the committee could ‘not eontempiate 
either result. He could not believe bat that, from 
courtesy, the chairman would make such a report 
as wouid put the Senate’ in possession of the 
grounds on which the. committee objected to the 
bill. o - 
Me. WRIGHT replied, that this ves nota more 
disuse: call than he had had on different occasiuns 
from the gentleman from South Carolina, for ex- 
planation’ in regard to subjects which had come 
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ynder the consideration of the committee of which 
e- (Mr. Wright) was an humble member. It 
would save the Senate some time, if subjects were 
debated when they were under. consideration be- 


fore the Senate, and not. incidentally and coliate- | 


rally. . For his own part, he should be willing to 


answer any questions, after a subject should have | 


been before the committee, and come. up for de- 
bate, in. the best manner he was able. But, he 
should not hold himself bound, at the call-of any 
Senator, to enter upon a debate on the merits 
ofany proposition not before the body, although 
it may have been reported upon by the committee. 
When the honorable Senator’s bill should come be- 
fore the Senate, then he would hold himself bound, 
as a member of the committee, to state the rca- 
sons which governed their acts, but not now, upon 
a question of printing a document that had no re- 


lation to the subject; and he hoped that he should | 


not be considered by the Senator, and the Senate, 
as wanting in courtesy in not complying with the 
request made of him, for he had made it a rule of 


action to treat questions, independent ia their | 


character, at separate and distinct periods. This 
practice he had: endeavored to carry out as far as 
possible, and he shouid do so now; and whether 
the course of the committee should be spproved 
or disapproved, he hoped it might be decided 
when the bill came up, and not in an incidental 
manner. . : 

Mr, CALHOUN said, that although he very 
much regretted that they were not to have a de- 
tailed report, yet he must be permitted to say that 
he thought the course of the committee a very 
unusual one. A bill of acknowledged impor- 
tance, if he might judge from the President's 
message and report of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, together wiih the course of the Senate last 
session, was, after a full debate, referred to the 
Committee on Finance, bedause that committee 
was particularly constituted to advise on the sub- 


jects to which it related; yet that committee treated | 


it as one of the most insignificant questions, and 
despatched it without a written report. This all 
might be very right, butit certainly was very ex- 
traordinary and unusual. « 
» He had becn there several years, both as pre- 
siding officer and as a member of the body, and 
he must say, that this was the first time he had 
ever known a question to be put to the chairman 
of a committee which he refiised to answer. As 
a representative of one of the States uf this Union, 
he must say that he had a right to an answer, 
The bill had gone to the committee, had received 
.. its disapprobation, and the committee ou glt to let 
them know the grounds on which tbey objected 
toit. lf there was no surpius, let us (sad Mr. 
C.) hear the committee say so. Jf there was one, 
then, said he, let us hear what objections tke com- 
mittee have to depositing it with the States. He 
made nocomplaints, bui he must say the course of 
the committee was very extraordinary. 

Mr. HUBBARD remarked, that he was at all 
times in favor of giving to the people all the infor- 
mation which could be communicated to them, 
either through their Governors or the Legislatures 
of the several States, in relation to every subject 
connected with the legislation of Congress; ‘and 
he was the last man who would withhold informa. 
tion from. his constituents, which could, by any 
possibility, give them any light upon th 
their representatives, 


He would request the Secretary of the Senate to | 
read the resolution offered by the Senator from | 


Missouri. After it was réad, Mr. H. remarked 


ë acts of | 


that the resolution was as he supposed, and he was | 


entirely at a loss to know what was.ti 
lar object of hia friend from Missouri 
of his resolution which required that 


he particu- 
sin Chat part 
five copies of 


the document referred te, should be s: at to the | 


Governors, and that twenty copies of Ue same 
document should be sent to the Legisiztures of 
the several States. From the remarks of the 
Senator from Missouri, it seemed to him that this 
document was in some way or other fo ha e some 
‘effect upou the deposite biil ofthe | 
and he could not seg inf what way tho esumua! 
tion of these documents to the Legislatures could 
-have any effect whatever upon their action on that 
bill, Congress has‘ passed that bill-it was to take 
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effect within a very. few days—on the frst day of 
January next.. The money then ia the Treas 


rection of the Secretary of the Treasury fro 
deposite banks, and transferred to the State 
treasuries for deposite and for safe keeping, 
pursuance of the particular provisions of the bik 
itself. ; p y i 
The printing of the document may be us: ful to 
the Senate—it may be importent to them for their 
information and guidance with refercuce to the 
bill presente] by the Senator from South Caro- 
lina, to continue in force the cepesite bill. Bat 
it could not be of any practical benefit to the Le- 
gislatures of the States, in relation to the bi} of 
the last session. Whether wisely or not, Con- 
gress had passed that bill, andthe S 3 ¥ 
soon to receive the benefit of it. Ard he wonid 
suggest to the Senator the propriety of so ament- 
ing his resolutions, as to confine the printing for 
the use of the Senate, and not to requires that 
printed copies ofthis document should be sint to 
the Governers ard Legislatures of the sovernt 
States. -< With a knewledge cf what p:obably 
would be in the Tressury on the first dav of Sasus 
ary, as the unexpenied batasces of former appro 
priations are very great, ont a decided majority of 
the Senate gave th. stes in favor of the deposite 
biil of the last session, it certainly would not 
be difficult to show that this document faiis to vive 
correct information. The gentleman from Mis- 
souri.. he presumed, could not desire to have this 
dueument communicated to the Siate Legi latutecs, 
unless he believed it would impart useful informa- 
tion to them. And fer cue, be cawg net but be- 
lieve that was calcalate? to make an erroneous i 
pression upoa the public mind; to mis 
mistead the action of these Legis'atu relation 
to that bill, Without saying more at this time, he 
did hope that the Senstor frou: Missouri would 
amend his motion, as ha! been sugested, 

Mr. BENFON asked the Secretary to read 
the caption of he document. Vhe Sreretary resd 
it; and Mr. B. inviting the attesłton o the Semte 
to the words of the caption, and that the first day 
of Janusry next was the ume to which the uneg- 
pended balances were computed, pointed oot ihat 
this was exclusive of sems which might. be inthe 
hands of disbursing officers, and which, thouzh stiil 
charged to them, might be all expended, and 
would be by the end of the quarter. 
the hands of disbursing officers was no fund to 
meet these fourteen and a half millions, bat were 


$ 
t 


` intended to be expended by. the last day of the 


present quarter. The five millions left in the 
‘Treasury will be a fund, a far as it goes, tojncet 
the fourteen anda half milions; but nine avda 
half millions will stil remais to be reimbursed by 
the States, er to be levied by taxes off the people. 
The objec’s are not of anature to be dispensed 
with, and the money to complete them iust be 
got somewhere, This is material information to 
give to the States, and to give to them now, while 
their Legislatures are occupied with the question 
ot our deposite act, and some for treating it asa 
deposite, and some as a distribuon. With 
this documen t before them, no State can treat itas 
a distribution; no one can look upon the deposite 
as money for which the Government has no use; 
but every one will see that there is indispensable 
need for itj and by looking at the date of each ap- 
propriation, they will see that this unavoidshie 
surph.s was forciuly created by keeping off appro- 
priationg until it was too late to expend th m 
Every body knew that the struggle of the last s-s- 
sion wasto keep off appropriations, and that the 
organization of committees gave the epposition 
the power to keep them off. In this. war, the 
unavoidable surplus was vieleatly and forcibly pro- 
duced. Several millions were defeated ogether; 
namely, the anticipation of the foreign indemni- 
ties, by which the United States would have 
bought four millions of gold, besring an interest 
of 4-and 5 per cent; the army inersase bill 


| was, defeated; the new fortification. bill de- 


Teated; the. New Orleans ènstem-he se; the 
bil for the purchase- of the Lou sville and 
Portland canal; and others, tothe amoent of six 
or seven millions. -From the beginning te the end 


of the session, he stood upon the ground, that if £ 


The sums in 


the proper appropriations were made, and made 
in timeto be used, there would be no more sur- 
pius than hed often been in the Bank of the United 
Statcs, without exciting the least alarm in the bo- 
soms of those who could now see nothing but cor- 
ruption, danger, snd ruin, from the lke sums in the 
ninety different banks which now hold the publie 
deposites. The United States Bank often held four- 
teen, sixteen, or eighteen miitions of public money, 
and neta word is said about corruption; not more 
than that amount would have remained ia ail the 
d-posite banks, if the necessary appropriations had 
been made, and made in time to be used. He 
wished this ducumest to go to the people of the 
States, that they might see these facts. He knew 
it was somewhat ungracious to ask this Senate, so 
many of whom had voted for the deposite act, to 
furaish this, evidence of the crror under which 
they legislated; but certain it ia, that many of them 
voted for it asa deposite law, in fact, as well asin 
nana and not asa distributioa law, woder a false 
ion of the constitution, Such Sena- 
ction to sending this docu- 
laiures, to Iet them see the 
h a re-hubursermrat of this money 
or tuimecessiry taxes kept up to 
aupoly itsabstimction. But of ove thing he was 
certain, whether the Senate sent the document to 
the States or not, it would wo the States. After 
this attempt to suppress it, all must desire to 
see it. ` ; 

Mr. CALHOUN remarked, that he found the 
infirmation which the gentleman from: Missouri 
was s9 anxious to give the country, was already 
before the Senate in a very authentic form, It 
vasto be found in the table of estimates accom» 
panying the repurt of the Secretary of the Trea- 
wy. ie arzued that, ascording to the assertion 
of the Seeretary of the Treasury, who estimated 
the unexpended balances of appropriation at $14,- 
636,062, the sum of $3,013,389 would not be 
wanted, The Senator, therefore, in sending out 
a cocument, setting forth that $14,509,000 were 
required for outstanding appropriations, would 
mislead the puulie, and make a false impression, 
Mr. ©. contended that, taking the five millions 
which musi be left in the Treasury, on account of 
the lepos'te act, from the eleven and odd remaining 
ofthe fourteen millions, tagether with the money at 
presentin the hands of the disbursing officers, there 
would be funds enough on hand, within a small 
amount to. meet the outstanding appropriations. 
Now, when it was admitted by every one that the 
surp'us which would be on hand at the end of the 
next year would amount to ct least twenty-five 
milons of dollars, (and for himself he entertained 
no doubt that it would be thirty, unless the coun- 
try should be disturbed by a war, or some other 
unforeseen extastrophe,) he would seriously ask, 
was there a Senatoron, that floor, of any party, 
who would say, in atime of profound peace, (for 
he would not call the Seminole war interrupting 
the peace of the Union,) and recollecting the fact 
that this administration came in as a reform ad- 
ministration, that a tax should be raised, or that 
the money distributed under the deposte bill, 
should be refunded in order to make extravagant 
appropriations? He (Mr. Calhoun) could not be- 
Neve it. He knew that atiempts would be made 
to prevant the renewal of the deposite act, though 
he could notsay that this was one of them, But 
let him tell geatlemes that these attempts would 
only produce a reacion, and end in their defeat. 

Mr. C. in conclusion, adverted to the subject of 
a reduction of the revenue, and the necessity of 
bringing it down to the legitimate wants of the 
Hovernment. He insisted that tie Committee on 
Finance, to whora was referred the consideration 
of this matter, were bound to show, ina sati,factoe 
ry manner, either that there would be ny surplus 
next yea, or to admit the necessity of making an 
adequate reduction of the revenue, ? 

Mr. BENTON sa'dthe document which had 
been read, to wits. the estimate of appropriations 
for 1837, was noturkrown to him. . He wasto 
stranger to the document itself, or to the Jaws 
under which it was annually framed. One part of. 
it, thatof the estimate: forthe service of the ensuing 
year, was framed underan act as old as the: Gos: 
vernment; the otherpart of it, that which related: 


G 


Dec. 1836. 
“24th Corae....2d Sess. 


tu the unexpended balances, was more ipcdurn, and 
was. framed under an act of 1820, to carry into 
effect more completely an act of 1795, relative to 
unexpenvied balances. This act of 1795 contains 
all appropriations in force for two fuli years after 
the year in which they are made; and at the end 
of those two years, Cirects any. balance that 
may remain, to be carried to the surplus 
fand. The aci of 1820 was to facilitate the 
understanding and use of these ‘balances; and 
for that purpose it directed the Secreta'y of the 
Treasury to annex to themtohisannual estimate of 
appropriations, divided into three heads, according 
tothe act of 1795; one head was to show what 
part of the unexpended balances of the expired 
year would be wanted, in the first of te two next 
years, and what part in the secord of them, and 
what part would not be wanted at all; and so would 
go to the surplus fund. Thus the unexpended 
balances are now, and ever since 1890, have been 
shownin three columns, headed as directed by 
the eighth section of that act. Thus they stand in 
this estimate; and ihe amouct under cach head is, 
first, for the service of 1837, there will be wanted 
of these unexpended balances the sum of 
$11,427,480; for 1838, there will be wanted 
$3,013,389; and there will remain the sum of 
$195,183, which will not be wanted at ali in either 
of the two years, and therefore wll go to the sur- 
plus fund. The ugeregate of these three sums 
makes the $:4,636,062 mentioned in the Presi- 
der:t’s mesgsaze, and also in the document of the 
éstimates; and the aggregate of the two first suns 
will make the smount in this second document 
which is now asked to be printed. In this Cocu- 
ment the third head or column is dropped, be- 
eause the amount in it is no longer wanted; and 
the two heads in the first and second columns are 
united, and made into one, because the object was 
to know bow much of the appropriations were un- 
expended, and would be wanting in the next two 
years. This document shows that near fourteen 
and a half millions will be wanting, of which five 
millions remain. in the Treasury, and about nine 
and a half go tothe States. It is certainly desi- 
rable to the States to know at once that these nine 
and a half millions will be wanted in two years, 
and part of it the first year. This is the intima- 
tion in the President’s message. Mr, B. read the 
passage: 

“The unexpended balances of appropriation on 
the first day of January next, are estimated at 
$14,636,062, exceeding by $9,636,062 the amount 
which will be left in the deposite banks, subject 
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after the contemplated transfers to the several 
Staies are made. Hf, therefore, the future re- 
ceipts should not Be sufficient to meet these out- 
standing and future appropriations, there may be 
soon a necessity to use a portion of the funds de- 
posited with the States.” 

Mr. B. said, here was a clean deciaration that 
these unexpended balances were to meet these 
outstanding appropriations; and if the future re- 
ceiptsinto the Treasury did not meet them, the 
States might soon be called upon for a part of their 
deposites. Now, here was a question, first for 
the Finance Committee, and afterwards for Con- 
grees. Would they keep up unnecessary taxes to 
meet these balances, or call upon the States to re- 
fund? He, for one, should be against Keeping up 
the taxcs for this object, and showd be for calling 
on the States, and therefore would show them at 
once the specific objects for which the money was 
wanted. 

Mr. B. read another passage from the Presi- 
dent’s message to show that these moneys must 

| be refunded by the States, or taxes, otherwise un- 
necessary, must be kept uv to supply their place; 
so that, in no event, could they be caled and 
treated as an unavoidable surplus for which the 
Government has ne use: 

“ No time was lost, after.the making of the re- 
quisite appropriations, in resuming the great na- 
tional work of completing the unfinished for fics- 
tions'on carsesboard, and of placing them ina 
proper siste of defince. fn consequence, how- 
ever, of the very late day at when those bills 
were passed, but little progress could be made 
duning the season which bsa just closed. A very 
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large amount of the moneys granted at your last 
session accordingly remains unexpended; but as 
the work will be again resumed at the earliest mo- 
ment in the coming spring, the balance of the ex- 
ising appropriations, and in seversl cases which 
will be lai? before you with the proper estimates, 
further sums for the like objects, may be usefully 
expended during. the next year.” 

Mr. B. repeated, the Government has a use for 
this money, anda use so urgent, that she must 
raise it by taxation, if any of the States violate the 
deposite act, and hold on to the moneys as their 
portion of a distributive fund. 

To make this matter too plain for mistake, tro 
obvious for commentary, and too imperative to be 
disputed, Mr. B. would refer to the letter of tha 
Secretary of the Treasury, accompanying the an- 
nual estimates, and showing these unexpended 
balances, and expressly including them in his esti- 
mate for the service of 1837 and °38. This is the 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 


letter referred to: 
- December 6, 1836. ¢ 


Sir: I have the honor totransmit, for the infor- 
mation oi the House of Representatives, an esti- 
mate of the appropriations proposed to be made for 
the service cf the year 1857, amounting to 

$20,554,442 57 


Viz: 

Civil list, foreign interccurse, and 
m'sccllancous, 

Military service, including fortifi- 
cations, armories, ersenels, ord- 
nance, Indian affairs, revolu- 
tionary and military pensions, 
and internal improvements, 

Naval service, including the ma- 
rine corps, 


10,758,431 33 
6.670.340 62 


To the estimates are added state- 
ments, showing, 

1. The appropriations for the ser- 
vice of the year 1837, made by 
former acts, including arming 
and equipping the militia, civili- 
zation of Indians, revolutionary 
claims, revolutionary pensions 
under the act of 7th June, 1832, 
claims of the State of Virginia, 
gradual improvement of the na- 
vy, and public debt, 

The existing appropriations 
which will not be required for 
the service of the year 1856, 
and which it is proposed to ap- 
ply in aid of the service of the 
year 1837, amounting to 
. The existing ‘appropriations 

which will be required to com- 
plete the service of the year 

1836, and former years, but 
which will be expended in 1837, 
amounting to - - - 11,427,489 87 

There is also added to the estimates a state- 
ment of the several appropriations, which will 
probably be carried to the surplus fund at the 
close of the present year; either because the ob- 
jects for which they were made are completed, 
or because these sums will not be required for, or 
will no longer be applicable to them, amounting 
amounting to $195,183 64. 

Thave the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Yor obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Seeretary of the Treasury, 


2,347,000 00 


3,013,389 34 


o3 


Hon, James K. POLK, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

With these views of the subject, and these re 
ferences to the President’s messag<:, and the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury’s letter, Mr. B. beid it to 
be well proved that the decument which he pro- 
posed to have printed and sent to the States, was 
not a false or deceptive paper, to mislead a 
confnse the public mind, but a l 
perspicuous, Calculated to insiruct and inform the 
public mind, and to save all good citizens from the 
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danger of falling into the error of considering the. 


2,925,670 62 | 


document true and į 
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moneys deposited with the States as. an unavoida- 
ble surpius, for which the Government has ne 
uss, and which they may consequently: treat as 
their own, This document, if printed, will save 
all good citizens from that error, and show them 
that the Government has actually appropriated: a 
large part of the money deposited with them, aad 
must get it back, or raise it again by taxes: 

Mr, CALHOUN said he had certainly vade no 
complaint of inaccuracy on the part of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, He presumed that his: cal- 
culations were perfectly accurate; but what he 
complained of was, that the Senator from Missouri 
proposed to send out a document which was not 
correst, with a view to show the eulstanding appro- 
iations remaining unsatisficd. He maintained 
that ihe document. was entirely pernicious, forit 
set forth what was not really the truth of the casey 
and all that he desired was that the pubiic should 
not be deseived on the subject. : 

Mr. DAVIS had but one word to say in regard 
tothis matter. If he understood this proposition, 
it was to give information to the States, to regulate 
their conduct in. some legislation it was supposed 
they were sbout to be engaged in. It was infor- 
mation, therefore, of'some imnortauce, if it was to 
revulite the conduct of the States m-that partie 
cwar. But then, it it be important, and is. to be 
of service, it ought to go in a correct form. Now, 
how did the Senator from Missouri propose to send 
out this information? ft was, that there wad now 
an anexpended balance of appropriations of foure 
teen millicas of dollars, aud the inference was, 
that the money must be called back from the 
Stites to meet these balances when. wanted, 

Now, if this was a fact, the information had 
betier be sent oul, but if the tendency of it was to 
mislead every body, it ought not to be given. 
The President said that there was a balance of 
unexpended appropriations of fourteen millions of 
dollars, and wien the five millions left in the 
Treasury by the provisions of the depose law 
was deducted from this sum, then there would re- 
main nine millions; and the Presideut procceds to 
say, thatif there should bene money in the Freasu- 
ry to meet tais bslance, then Congress must make 
some arrangement for that purpose. Now he cailed 
upon the Senator fron Missouri to show, and 
it was incumbenton him to do so, that there would 
beno money in the Treasury to meet these ba- 
lances. Now, cid the Senator from Missouri pro- 
pose ta snow any such thing? No, he did not pre- 
tend to say that the receipts into tae Treasury 
would not be sifficient to meet all demands, What 
w:s to be the consequence of sendiog avroid this 
document? Was it to create an alarm, and pres 
vent the States from making use of the money 
plsced in their hands? Was there any, resson to 
sunpose that there would be a deficiency of the 
revenue? Hus your Secretary of the Preasury, 
asked Mr. D. said that there will be any deficien- 
cy of the revenue? No, sir; no such thing; he 
suggests the bare, naked fact, that there will be 
fourteen miliions of dollars of unexpended appro- 
iations of the lustyear. Well, what did the Se- 
crirom Missouri say in regard to the revenues 
of the country? Why, be chided and revuked 
them all (and he took it very kindly, tor he was 
subhjictto such rebukes) for staving cff appropria- 
tions ut the last session, ani in the end withhold- 
ing appropriations. Well, sir, said Sir. D. Lpiead 
guilty to the c.arge, E was one of those who res . 
sisted ‘he double and tripie eppropriations on the 
fortification bill, (and L see those around me-who 
did the same,) and sleeping or waking [have never 
had oceasion to regret the course [ tben took. 
Why, did the Senator know what were the actual 
expenditures of the list year? If he did not, he 
could ksow it by looking atthe President's meg- 
sare and sccomparying documents, and he would 
find that they amounted to thirty-two avd some 
odd m ilions of doflars; and; if be understcod mat. 

ers, this fourteen millions was io be udJed to it~ 
making forty edd. millions appropriated tast ses- 
sion. Si aid Mr, D.) compare this with toe spe 
propriwions of any other admini loa, and sem 
whati ceg apprepelaicd by tuis very reluctant 
Congre:s,: who bave been chided fo“ staving off 
appropriations and for withhoidirg appropriations. 
Find, if you ean, (said Mr, D.) a parallel to thie 
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Senate. 


_sortof extravagance. He was astonished. that any 
Senator could rise in his place and indulge in such 
rebukes as the Senator from Missouri had, afterthe 
extravagant appropriations of the last session. . 

-The Senator seemed to consider this a question, 
whether this money should lie in the Treasury, to 
be. disposed cf by. the -officers of the Govern- 
ment on their ‘responsibility, or go to the peo- 
ple of ‘the States, from whom it came. This 
was the question that was made there last 
winter, and he, for one, never could hesitate 
how to vote on it. After some further remarks, 
Mr. D. said he thought some misapprehension 
existed as to the information sent out from the two 
houses of Congress. Did all these documents thet 
were daily printed, go to the poor and uninformed? 
They who stood there knew better, If it was all 
a miserable farce; for long before they were sent 
out from there, they were printed and reprinted, 
and circulated all over the country. 

As it had been customary to accede to the pro- 
position to print an extra number of copies of any 
document asked for by.an honorable Senator, he 
would not deny the Senator from Missouri the 
printing of the extra number of copies of this do- 
cument; but he requested that the question as to 
printing, and as to the distribution of the copies 
when printed, might be taken separately. 

Mr. BENTON replied to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, (Mr. Davis,) who had spoken of 
the large appropriations of the last year; but the 
gentleman had forgotten to mention two things, 
which would: have spoiled the face-of the large sun 
which he presented; first, that fourteen or fifteen 
millions of this sum were extra ordinaries growing 
out of Indian wars and Indian treaties; and next, that 
fourteen and a half millions more were appropriat- 
ed at so late a day that they could not be expend- 
ed, Mr. B. knew that these large appropriations 
were to figure in speeches out of Congress, as 
well as in it, and, therefore, took care before the 


rise of the lust session of Congress to have a docu- i 


ment prepared at the Treasury to show each object 
of appropriation, so that the extraordinaries might 
be seen, and no one deceived by the exhibition 
of the large amount appropriated. ‘That docu. 
ment nullified the cry of extravagance so inconti- 
hently set up just before the Presidential election; 
and this document that he now asked for would 
nullify, in‘like manner, the idea of the unavoidable 
surplus for which Government had no use, if he 
should be so fortunate as to get it printed and dis- 
tributed through the States. The great error of 
the party to which the gentleman belonged, was 
in acting upon a certain notion which possessed all 
their heads, namely, that the said party possessed 
all the learning, all the talents, all the wit, ail 
. the genius, all the religion, morality, civility, de- 
cency, and politeness, naw extantin our America $ 
for, in acting on this notion, they necessarily con- 
sidered the people «s having none of those valua- 
‘ble qualities, as they themselves possessed all; and, 
‘therefore, they could pass off any thing they 
pleased upo the Baotian multitude. This error, 
though comfortable in itself, and so well calcu- 
lated to keep a man on the best of terms with him- 
self, had been the source of innumerable migcar- 
riages to the geitleman’s party, and would be the 
source of several more. ‘This surplus conception 
would be one of them, Al the work of the last 
session to create the surplus, was distinctly seen 
by the country; every body knew that every 
branch of the public service was suffering for mo- 
ney, and clerks: raising money at usurious inte- 
rest to live on, aml- officers raising: money 
on their own credit, while the two Houses of 
Congress resounded with the cry of surplus mil- 
lions, and so may labored to stave off, cut down, 
und defeat appropriations, in order to create sur- 
pluses for distribution. Another great error was 
to. suppose that immense popularity” was to be 
gained now by pushing the system of annual dis. 
tributions, and endeavoring to out-run, out-leap, 
and out-jump one another in the glorious race of 
Making and dividing surpluses. But the people 
saw through it all, and despised it all, and went 
for a reduction of: taxes, and no surplus. They 
knew that the whole business was unconstitutional, 
corrupt and demoralizing; and had no idea of 
secing it kept up; and a-regular attempt made to 


pension the States as paupers upon the Federal 
Government. They Enew the absurdity and in- 
sanity of raising money.one year to be paid back 
the next; they knew, without having read it in a 
book, that the famous phrase put into the mouth 
of Queen Elizabeth-by the Lord Treasurer Bur- 
leigh, and. which he himself took from Demos- 
thenes, centains all the wisdom which can be 
taught on this head; namely, that the “pockets 
of the people are the cheapest and safest 
treasuries for keeping surplus moneys which 
the Government can have.” They know this; 
and the squabbles, intrigues, cullusions, and bar- 
gains which they will soon see for enabling the 
few to handle these surpluses, and the doubtful 
or politic:l objectsto which they will be applied, 
will soon disgust them with the whole scheme; and 
if this document can be printed, they will see in 
it, the people of each: State wi!l see init, objects 
as meritorious, andas near and as dear to them, 
as any that can be devised for the application of 
the’moneys in their own Legislatures. 

Mr. KING of Alabama said, of the extraordi- 
nary discussions he had ever heard in that body, 
that of this morning was the most extraordinary. 
He would ask the Senator from Missouri what 
object, what aim, and what end, he proposed to 
accomplish by the motion he had made, and the 
speech he had delivered? If, said Mr. K. it is de- 
signed to operate on the deposite bill of the last 
session, it is a matter that has gone by, and is now 
before the country for good or for evil. For him. 
self, he felt no reluctance in submitting to tLe judg- 
ment the country will pass onthe measure. Ifit be 
to victimize those who at the last session took a 
view of that subject different from that taken by the 
honorable Senator, then his motion was properly 
accompanied by the remarks we have just heard; 
for, said Mr. K. the Senator from Missouri and 
myself differed as widely at the last session as we 
appear to do now. He entertained the opinion 
then, that there would be a large, very large amount 
of money in the Treasury, which could not be 
appropriated without resorting to such extrava- 
gant expenditures, as no zdministration could even 
approach and retain the confidence of the country. 
He believed in common with many others that the 
saw around him, and with whom he felt proud to 
act, that it was their duty to devise some plan by 
which the Treasury could be relieved from the 
excess of revenue, and those who administered the 
Government freed from the suspicion that it would 
be used to effect improper Purposes. Well, sir, 
said Mr. K. we believed that the best mode to 
effect those objects would be to deposite it with 
the people of the States, from whom it had been 
unnecessarily drawn. We believed that by this 
course, the friends of the administration were not 
only subserving the great interests of the country, 
but freeing it from the possibility of censure, 
Who will venture to assert, said Mr. K. that the 
placing this money in the treasuries of the 
several States, to be used as in the discretion of 
the State Governments, was best calculated to 
advance their interests, and subject to be returned 
whenever wanted for aational purposes, was not a 
better and safer deposite for it, than to Jeave it 
with the deposite, banks? Sir, (said Mr. K.) the 
bill passed, and passed with the strenuous opposi- 
tion of the Senator from Missouri, who no. doubt 
acted from the purest motives, and honestly be- 
lieved that the money would be wanted to meet 
the expenditures of the General Government, 
Whether the Senator was right or wrong, I leave 
to the country to determine; but (said Mr. K.) 
while I am ready to give him credit for the purest 
motives in opposing the deposite bill, I will not con. 
sent to beheld up tothe American people asso un- 
wise, so impolitic, and so unjust, as to lend myself to 
a system of distribution. Nor, sir, can it be charged 
upon me, or the political friends with whom 1 act. 
ed on that occasion, with the slightest semblance 
of correctness, that we endeavored to create a 


; surplus for distribution, by delaying or withhold- 


ing the necessary appropriations. Far from it; 
far from it. Sir, our appropriations nearly dou- 
bied the- estimates from the various Departments 
at the commencement of the session, We knew 
that there’ was an overflowing Treasury, and we 
gave liberally; in most instances, more than could 
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be expended; but the Senator complains loudly 
that this was produced by delaying the appropria- 
tioss. He would not stop to inquire whe- 
ther such delay, if it did take place, resulted 
from the course pursued by the opponents of 
the administration, or from the various schemes 
(some of them certainly of a most extravagant 
character) which were pressed upon the attention 
of Congress. When was it everknown that all 
the appropriation bills were passed through both 
Houses at an early period of the session? But 
we are told that not having passed bills in time to 
meet the expenditures of West Point, Harper’s 
Ferry, and to pay the salaries of the clerks in the 
public offices, was evidence of a determination to 
create a surplus. Delays of this kind have fre- 
quently occurred since he had been a member of 
the Senate, and have no doubt always produced se. 
rious inconvenienceto those whose pittance was thus 
withheld; but did any one ever before hear it 
gravely charged upon Congress, that the object 
of this delay was to create a surplus? He (Mr. 
K.) would repeat, that he had given his support 
to the most liberal appropriations, but at the same 
time had withheld bis assent to propositions for 
squandering the revenue, based upon repeated 
calls to ascertain the maximum of expenditure, 
What was necessary to meet the proper and eco- 
nomical expenditures of the Government, he would 
never withhold; more he would not give, even at 
the risk of being charged with a design to create 
a surplus. Sir, (said Mr. K.) the republican doc- 
trine, as he enderstood it, was to draw no 
more money from the pockets of | the 
people than was required to meet the jucicious 
expenditures of the Government; and if the reves 
nue proved too great, reduce the taxes. Upon 
what principle, by what constitutional right do 
you tax the people, and draw money into athe 
Tr asury not required to carry en the operations 
of the Government?’ He held there was no such 
legitimate power, and the exercise of it was a gross 
usurpation. But we may be told thatthe compro- 
mise bill, as it has been termed, stands in the way 
ofreduction. He, Mr. K., had voted for that bill, 
but imposed upon himself no obligation to hold 
sacred its provisions. He had-sv declared in his 
place., He had votedf for it under a species of du- 
ress, arising from the peculiar situation in which a 
portion of our country was then placed. He had 
believe:l that it did not do justice to the extent we 
had a right to demand, but it was all which could 
then be obtained, and he had accepted it; nor 
would he now lightly disturb it. He believed 
that, by a reasonable reduction on such articles 
as would not affect the mazufacturing industry of 
the country, and by confining the sales of your 
public lands to those who purchase for actual set- 
tement, you will go far to reduce the receipts of 
the Treasury to an amount, liitle, if any, exceeding 
the wants of the Government. Let us try these 
reductions, and if even then a surplus ‘should be 
found, we may cast about for some. useful and 
constitutional mode for its disposition, But: un- 
der no circumstances could he ever consent to 
the prospective legislation proposed by the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina; a resort to sucha system 
of distribution or deposite, call it which you’ will, 
would, in his judgment, be'one of the greatest mis- 
fortunes. which could befall the States; and all 
who regarded their rights should array themselves 
against such a project. : 
We are told by the Senator from Massachusetts: 
(Mr. Davis) that the appropriations of the last ses- 
sion had been extravagant beyond measure. They 
were liberal, sir, not extrave gant. There was an 
overflowing ‘Treasury, and the state @f the coun- 
try rendered them proper. The-Indian appropri- 
ations had been great, but for them he gave his 
most cordial support, from policy, from justice, 
from humanity. . The policy of their removal wag 
the only sure policy, the only earthly mode by 
which that unfortunate race can be preserved as 
apeople. Sir, my constituents felt this, and were 
prepared to justify expenditures which otherwise: 
might appear extravagant, to effect objects so de- 
sirable. i ae 
Mr, B. said he was extremely sorry that it was 
necessary to enter into a diseussion as to the ef: 


fect of the deposite law of the last session. That 
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effect was yet to be seen, and the States them- 
selves had the responsibility of making a proper 
disposition of the money entrusted with them. 
Whether we, (said Mr. K.) in our ignorance, have 
deposited more money with them than we can 
spare, so that a portion of it will have to be 
called back for the necessary expenses of the Go- 
vernment, was another question. But such he 
did not understand would be the case. The argu- 
ment of the Senator from Missouri, did not put it 
on that footing. ‘There was no Senator, he be- 
lieved, who was not satisfied that the five millions 
leftgin the Treasury by the provisions of the de- 
posite act, with the receipts of the year, would be 
amply sufficient to meet all the appropriations as 
they were wanted. If, however, it should, by a 
bare possibility, turn out otherwise, there was not 
a State in the Union that would hesitate for a mo- 
ment in answering any call on it that might be 
made by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

He was not disposed (Mr. K. said) to complain 
of the course taken by the Senator from Missouri. 
If the object of the gentleman was to oppose a 
prospective distribution, it appeared to him that it 
would have been as well to have waited until the 
bill for such an object came before them. With 
regard to the manner in which that bill had been 
treated by the Committee on Finance, he be- 
lieved, that as a reduction of the revenue was con- 
templated by them, they preferred to let it lie 
until it was found what could pe done on that 
subject, without making a formal report. I go 
(said Mr. K.) for a reduction of the revenue down 
to the wants of the Government, and then we 
shall hear no more about deposite acts. [held 
that you have no right to create a surplus and 
then distribute it, and that, onthe contrary, you 
ought to reduce the taxes, I hold it my duty to 
oppese, as far as my little influence extends, any 
prospective plan for a distribution of the surplus, 
and will be unwilling to act on any such bill uatli 
it shall be found that it is impossible to reduce the 
revenue by either of the two modes proposed. 

Mr. K. said he felt himself bound to make this 
explanation in consequence of the course the de- 
bate had taken, as he had voted fur the deposite 
law of the last session, believing that in doing so 
he was making the safest and least objectionable 
disposition of the vast sum accumulating in the 
Treasury. He should vote against the mode pro- 
posed by the Senator from Missouri, of distribut- 
ing the extra copies of the document before them, 
because such distribution would be unusual, was 
calculated to give erroneous information, could do 
no good, and, by attaching an unnecessary impor- 
tance to it, mislead those to whom it should be 
sent. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that ifthe document 
was to be printed, it had better be done in the 
form in which it already was, for that was by far 
the most accurate. But he did not see the slight- 
est necessity for printing it, and hoped it would 
not be printed. 


Mr. NILES said, that he would make a single 
remark. He had, in the course of the debate, 
heard but one reason assigned for sending this docu- 
ment to the States, which appeared to him to be 
entitled to any consideration: this was, that the in- 
formation it contained might be useful to the Le- 
gislatures of the States, in giving a wise and pru- 
dent direction to their legislation in regard to the 
money they were about to receive under the pro- 
visions of the deposite act. This, he considered, 
was a legitimate, fair, and he would add, important 
object. Fhere was too much reason to fear, he 
thought, that the States, or many of them, might 
make an unwise disposition of this fund, and per- 
haps such a disposition as would not be altogether 
consistent with the principles and spirit of the 
deposite law. Did he believe that this document 
contained information calculated to enlighten their 
course, and that it embraced all the information 
necessary and proper for that purpose, he might 
be willing to vote for so unusual and extraordinary 
a measure as that proposed by the Senator from 
Missouri, (Mr. Benton.) He doubted, however, 
whether this document would answer any useful 
purpose. It did not contain all the information 
necessary, and he learned it would be more likely 


to mislead than to enlighten the action of the 
States. If any document could set public opinion 
right on this subject, he thought the message of 
the President was best adapted to do it. But he 
despaired of attaining this object: public opinion 
had taken its course, and settled down under pe- 
culiar circumstances, and cannot be changed by 
any document we can send tothe States, or among 
the people. So far as it is wrong, it must work 
its own course. 

Sir, said Mr. N. perhaps no law ever enacted 
by Congress has had so strange a destiny as the 
deposite act of last session. Its true character 
had been misrepresented, grossly misrepresented, 
both by friends and foes, by all parties throughout 
the whole Union. During its long and arduous 
struggle in this Hall, it was treated, by all who 
supported it at least, simply as a deposite bill. 
But the moment the questiun was fiually decided, 
and before the bill had got really out of the Se- 
nate, what did we hear? Why, one voice was 
raised, a voice of triumph, calculated to give to 
the law a false character, And what did we wit- 
ness afterwards? The friends of the measure, he 
meant the original friends, those who claimed its 
paternity, all united in every way and form, through 
their organs, the press, and in every other way, in 
giving a false character to the act. It was de- 
clared to bea distribution bill—a law for dividing 
the surplus revenue among the States. But this 
was not all, nor the worst. The opponents 
of the measure, united and made common c:use 
with its friends, its originsl friends, in miste.ding 
the public and giving a false character to this 
law. Among them, his distinguished friend from 
Missouri, (Mr. Benton,) bad lent the influence of 
his great name and fame, the extent of which no 
one knew better than himself, to give a character 
to this act. He hai no doubt the gentleman sup- 
pos-d he gave it its true characters; yet some of 
us, (said Mr. N.) who had felt it a duty to sup 
port it, although as much opposed to the princi- 
ple of distributionas th:t Senator himsel!, thought 
he gave it a false character, He declared it to bea 
distribution act, and the triumph of the scheme of 
dividing surpluses among States. 

Under such circumstances, it had been found of 
nouse to attempt to present to the public the 
true character of this measure. If we held up the 
act, and pointed the public mind to its plain let- 
ter and distinct provisions, which declare that the 
money is tobe deposited with the States in trust 
for safe-keeping, and to be returned when de- 
manded, we were told. “It is ofno use, every body 
knows that this isa distribution of the surplus, 
and that the money will never be called for.” Such 
were the circumstances under which public opi- 
nion had been formed, and it was in vain to think 
to change it by sending documents to the State 
Legislatures at this time. Nothing short ofa 
voice from heaven could satisfy a latge portion of 
the people that this money does not belong to the 
States, and it will be received and disposed of un- 
der these false and erroneous views. 

In regard to the benefits or the evils of handing 
this surplus over to the States, they yet remained 
to be known. Of the dangers and difficulties 
which it will be likely to occasion, he was as sen- 
sible asany one. We have removed the burden 
from our own shoulders, and thrown it on tot e 
States; we have sent the golden apple of discord 
among them, and it remainsto be known whether 
it will be used for good or for evil—whether it 
will be a blessing or acurse. 


The Legislature of his own State was now in 
session, and he was informed were distracted with 
the disposition of their share of the surplus. 
There were many schemes for disposing of it,a d 
which would prevail he could not say; but pre- 
sumed that the erroneous impressions to which he 
had alluded, would have their effect, and that the 
distribution principle would triumph, and that the 
fund would be divided and subdivided, he could 
not say to what extent. It was proposed to divide 
it up among the towns; and whether the distribu- 
tion principle would stop there, or be followed out, 
might be doubtful; fer sostrong had this principle 
taken hold of public sentiment every where, that 
he should hardly be surprised to hear thata more 
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thorough distribution had been made, and that the 
whole fund had been divided up per capita, among 
every man, woman, and child in the State, for safe- 
keeping. ‘He hoped the fund would prove benefi» 
cent to the State, although for a time it may dis- 
tract its councils. Phere were those however, 
who regarded the evilas greater than the benefit. 
A letter he Had this day received from a friend on 
the spot, says, ‘‘For Godsake send no more money 
among us.” 

The conduct of many in regard to the deposite 
act had been very strange; they condemn the 
principle of distribution, they condemn the depo- 
site bill, they condemn those who voted for it, yet 
they are willing to receive the money; nay, they 
seize upon it with the keenest avidity, and seem 
determined to follow out the principle of distribu- 
tion, which they condemn, and determine to dis- 
tribute, divile, and re-divide the fund until they 
can get a share of itinto their own pockets, These 
are some of the first fruits of dividing up sur- 
pluses among the people. : 

But great us he considerdd the danger from 
sending this money among the States, he regarded 
the evils of its remaining in your Treasury, and 
the deposite banks, as still greater. Our act did 
not create the evils from this surplus, although it 
may have transferred them from this Government 
tothe States. But the danger and the evil exist- 
ed: it was here, it was upon Congress, tempting 
us to extravagant expenditures; it was upon -the 
deposite banks, inflating and blowing. up our 
whole paper system Whatever else might fel- 
low, one thing was certain: we had removed the 
evil from Congress; we had thrown offa burden 
which rested heavily upon us, and which he con- 
sidered was more than we could bear; he felt re- 
lieved and rejoiced to get clear of the difficulties 
which surrounded Congress the last session. 

The only I gitimate object of sending this docu- 
ment to the States, could not be .ccomplished; 
they had already taken their course, and must be 
permitted to goon. 1f the Senator from Missouri 
wished—which he presumed he did not—to. send 
this paper to the States, to persuade them or the 
people that Congress had done wrong at the last 
session; thatthe meney they were about to re- 
ceive was wanted for the legitimate purposes of 
this Government; he could not aid him in that 
course; he could see no good that was to result 
from it, and it did not appear to be exactly just 
towards those who had veted for the deposite act,- 
although disapproving of the principle of distribu- 
tion. 

It would be presumption in him to attempt to 
advise so distinguished and experienced a Senator 
as the gentleman from Missouri. But he might 
be permitted to say what would be his own 
course, and what appeared to him the couse dic- 
tated by wisdom ana policy. He would not re- 
vive the contentions of the last session; he would 
not unnecessarily fight our battles over again, 
Sufficient for the year are the evils thereof. 
Instead of attempting to use this unexpended 
balance of fourteen and a half millions, as 
an argument against the act of last session, he 
would make use of it to oppose the extension 
of the distribution principle; to resist the 
distribution scheme of the present session 
the war is not over; all the projects of last session 
are revived; we have the land bill, and the bill for 
distributing surpluses to the States, already before 
us, Let us now make a stand, fortify our camp, 
and not uselessly waste our ammunition, We shall 
want the unexpended balance of last year’s ap- 
propriations, and all other facts and arguments, 
which we can bring to our aid, successfully to resist 
powerful efforts which are to be made, to follow 
up the distribution of surpluses annually, until the 
system shall be fixed upon us as the settled policy 
of the Government. This appeared te him th 
wiser and better course; he could not therefore 
yote for the gentleman’s motion. 

Mr. HUBBARD said that when he was up be- 
fore he bad expressed a wish that the Senator 
from Missouri would so emend his motion as to 
confine the printing of the document for the use 
of the Senate; and after the discussion which had 
taken place, he felt confirmed inthe propriety ‘o 
that suggestion. The Senator had stated, a3 a rege 
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son for wishin g'to send this document tó the State 
Legisiature, that the question as to the manner of 
disposing of the deputite fund was vow pending 
béfore them, and that the document wss in- 
tended to inferm thera; that Congress had been 
apporiicning money tothe States for deposite; the 
sum of fotirteen millions of dollars, which was an 
usiexpenced balance of appropriations which had 
aetua'ly been made, intending thereby to make 
the impression that this balance of appropria- 
tions must be hed; and in order to supply 
the Treasury with the necessary moneys, a part 
of the money which would be depssited 
with the States after the first of January, in pur- 
suance of the deposite bill of ‘the last session 
would. necessarily have to be returned to the 
Treasury, anid intending also to produce an influ- 
ence upon the action. of the Legislature upon this 
subject, and moreover to hold ud these who were 


the avowed friends of this bill to the odium of 


their consttuents, for sending among them 
money, requred for the use of the Government. 
He was so unfortunate as to have differed from 
the Senator from Missouri, as to the propriety 
and policy of passing that deposite bill. He gave it 
his support. ke had seen no cause to regret that 
vote. Hethen believed it right and proper, and 
‘demanded from a just regard to the public inte- 
rest. He still believed the sam», and under the 
same circumstances, he should not hesitate to give 
a similar vote upon the same subjecte THe had 
voted for till, and he had also voted for the appro- 
priation bills, which are enumerated in the docu- 
ment. proposed to be printed. He well under- 
stood the eff ct of his vete: and he, for one, wss 
then entirely satisfied that tLe whole amount 
of those appropriations could not be expended 
before the first day of January next, and yet 
that part of itself had no influence upon his mind, 
to deter him from giving his support to the de- 
posite bill. ‘The whole bisiory of our legisiation, 
since the foundation of the Government, will 
Show an unexpended balance ef former appropri- 
tions remaining in the r. asury at the commence- 
ment of each succeeding year, The unexpended 
balance on the ecmming first day of January, will 
undoubtedly be larger than usia; Cut after de- 
dacting the five millions left in the Treasury, re- 
cording to the provisions of the deposite bill, the 
sum wil be reduced to about the usual unexpend- 
ed amount of appropriations. But the document, 
unaccompanied with any other fiscul statement, as 
he bad before remarked, would certainly give 
wrong impressions, and tend to darken, rather 
than calighten, the public mind as to the true con- 
dition of the Treasury. A reference to the Se- 
eretary’s repcet upon the fizances, would show 
what would be the prebable condition of the 
public Treasury at the clogs of the sear 1837, 
There could be no mistake sbout this matter; 
making the ordinary appropriations,and calculating 
only upon a receiptof five millions ‘rom the sele of 
the pubic lands, inste:d of their being deficit in 
the sum of fuurtcea millions, there would not be a 
deficit of over two or three millions upon the show- 
ing of the Secretary hims Af. The document, he 
again repested, was calsulated to mislead, and 
uiless it could be accompanied with an official 
statement of what would be the means ofthe Trea- 
sary on the Ist day of October, 1837, when ihe 
deposite bii wili have been executed, to tent all 
claims upon the Treasury, he should be opposed 
tu senting if to the: State Legislatures. Ne was 
entirely willing to give all desiratle information; 
he wou'd withbold nothing from them which ccuid 
be useful; but the document, printed as itis pro- 
posed to print it, independsutof the other official 
reports epen the state of the finances, would, it 
seemed to him, affo fi He 


no usefil information: 
would venture to predict, that during the next 
fiscal year, there would not be any period when 
the Treasury would feel embarrassed fi 
having deposited with the States the sum zctually 
fourd inthe “Eressury en the first of 
January. So fr from it, in his belief, the 
woud be found, at the elose the year, 
means suficient to meet sli claims upon 
the Treasury. He would, licwever, exoress the 
the ‘hope, that the Committee on Finance would 
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be able to bring forward some measure, which in 
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effect would leave hereafter, in the pockets of the 
people,“ the best depositories of the’public mo- 
ney,” what will not absolutely be required for the 
use of the Government. Such a measure he should 
support. He would again, in conclusion, repeat 
his former request, that the Senator from Missouri 
woukl so amend bis motion as to have the docu- 
ment printed for the use of the Sénate.- He had 
no objections to priating an extra number, but he i 
ha:l objections to sending this document, under 
the authority of the Senate, to the State, Legisla- 
tures as a document designed to aid them in their 
action, which, he believsd, was calculated to pro- 
duce a contrary effect. 

Mr. STRANGE rose and suid, that he was but 
young in the Senate, and therefore it would be 
rash in him to Jay down any rule fer its action. 
But he might venture to say that on this, as every 
future occasion, he would vote in favor of print. | 
ing any paper which was calculated to give in- 
formation to the people. He understood there 
were very few ventlemen in this body who objected 
tothe propos.tion of the Senator from Missouri 
to have the document in question printed; | 
but the objection was to its being sent to the 
Governors and Legislatures of the several 
States, and he (Mr. Strange) concurred in that ob- | 
jection. He confessed that he was somewhat sur- 
prised to see the Senate thrown into a tumult from | 
a mere proposition to print a document; but when 
he recollected how Senators were situated with 
regard to a measure, adopted at the last session, 
his wonder ceased, He could not vote to send a 
document out upon the grounds urged by the 
honorable Senator from Missouri. He was op- 
posed to sending copies to the Legislatures 
and Governors of the States. And he was op- 
posed to the preposition on another ground, 
the effect which it might svem it was intended to 
prodace on the Governors and Legislatures. Oa 
the document reachirg them, the ratural ingnivy 
would be: What was the objeet to be accom- 
plished by sending us this document? Tt certainly 
was designed to have some effect: it is to operate 
on the Legislature What right has Congress, or 
any portion of Covgress, to dictate to us or ta 
either branch of our Legislature? Upon this mat- 
ter (conclude Mr 3.) we are supreme and'have 
no superior. We judge for ourselves, an1 think 
no man or body of men have a rizht to interfere, 
I thereiore unite. with the Senator from New 
Hampshire, (Mr. Hubbard, ) in praying the Sena- 
tor frem Missouri to call to his recollection the 
fable of the boy and the filberts, and strike out 
thet part of his proposition relative to sending 
copies of the dozument to the Governoisard Le- | 
gislatures of the several States. 

Mc. BENTON accepted the suggestion of the 
Senator irem North Carolino, and modified his mo- 
tion accordingly, so that ene thousand extra copies 
were ordered to be printed for the use of the 
Senais. ; 
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DEBATE 
IN THE HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 
Yuursvax, December 29, 1836, 

The House proceeded to the consideration of 
the following memorial, present d at the last ses- 
sion of Congress, and laid on the table, and again 
brought to Ihe attention of the House yesterday, 
by Mr. Garprarra of Pennsylvania : 
Zb the honorable the Senate cnd House of Repre- i 

sentatives of the United Siates of America in Cun- 

gress assembled : | 

The memorial of the undersigned, citizens of | 
Pennsylvaniv, respectfully represents: That we, in 
common with a Jarge portion of our fellow-ciii 
zens, have, tor some time past, viewed with seme 
degree of alarm the rapid encroachment of incor: 
porated companies upon the liberties and righis 
of the. people, particularly these established for 
the purpose of banking. As the systein now es- 
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ists ia the siveral States incorporating companies 
for that purpose it destroys, as we concéive, the 
design of the’ constitution ‘of ihe United States, 
which prohibits the’ Staies from coining money, 
emitting bills of-éredit;-&e, The notes or billaof 


| 
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those basking companies,- incorporated by the 
States, are rapidly taking ihe place of the consti- 
tutional currency of the country—goldand silver— 
and a continued fluctuation and uncertainty pro: 
duced in the circulating medium, which the consti- 
tution Intended should be steady and perreanent. 
Under these circumstances, we beg leave, respect- 
fully, to suggest to the consideration of Congress, 
the propriety of proposing an amendment to the 
constitution of the United States, for the adeption 
of the several States, restric‘ing the incorporation 
of banking companies, and limiting thera in their 
issues Of bank notes. We wish rot tobe con- 
sidered as asking for any powers beins given to 
Congress to incorporate companies of this descrip- 
tion, butsimply the restricting of the States. We 
are opposed to the increase of power in the Na- 
tional Government, or a consolidated Government; 
but if the system before mentioned be permitted 
to progress as it has for the last few years, we sp- 
prehend the consequences to the community may 
be sericus, and davgerous to the stability of cur 
republican institutions, | 

Your memoriaiists beg leave farther to repre- 
sent, thst they have understood that the new Bank 
of the United States, chartered by the Legislature 
of Pennsylvania, is now re-issuing the notes of the 
old Bank of the United States, in which the Uni- 
ted States was a stockholder to the amount of 
one-fifth of the stock; wus unwarrantably and 
fraudulently, as we believe, involving the fith and 
credit of the United States, bringing this State in- 
to collision with the other cisters of the Confederas 
cy, and catculeted to produce confusion and dise 
order in the circulating medium o” the country, 
Your memorialista, therefore, beg leave to cail the 
attention of Congress to the subject, to inquire 
whether the fact be ss has been reported; and if 
so, if there are any means in the power of Con- 
gress to prevent such gross and improper prac- 
tices upon the Government. And your memo- 
vialists, £8 in duty bound, wil ever pray, &e. 
George Kribbs, Wiliam M Walker, John Hare 

no, jr. Daniel Brown, A. Webber, Jas. Adams, 

Jacot Dubbs, jr. Jonathyn Ayres, Juhn Single- 

ton, B. A. Plumer, James Adsms, James R. 

Snowden, James Thompson, Samuel C. Small, 

Wiliim Parker, Geo. R. Espy, Wm. M. Smi- 

ley, A. Plumer, Chas. W. Mackey, James Kin- 

near, John Rynd, Wm. Neill, Joba Martin, 

Thomas S McDowell, Robert J. Neill, John 

Neill, Harrison Wilkins, George Sutley. 

This memorial Me. GALMWRALTH having mov- 
ed to refer to a select committee, and the question 
uvon that disposition of it having been stated from 
the Chair-— 

Mr. GALBRAITH said: It is with great reluc- 
tance that Crise on the present occassion to ade 
Gress the House on presenting this memorial from 
a portion of my constituents, and asking for it that 
reference which I have moved. Lam aware thatthe 
time of this House, at the present period, is pre~ 
the object and purpose of 
the memorialists seem to be strenuously re 
by som°, and by others rot exactly comprehend- 
ed, I feel myself called upon by a sense of duty 
and respect which [ owe to them, io submit a few 
remarks in e nation ofthe views entertained by 
the memor s, as F understand them, 

Eshal, in the first place, endeavor toshow that 
this memorial, from the sosree from whieh it comes, 
and the subject on whch it asks the inquiry of this 
body. is entile4 to a respectful consideration, snd 
a reference to some committee; and, in the next 
place, F think Is! be able to satisfy the mem. 
bers of th's House that the appropriate direction ts 
that which I have proposed, in moving that it be 
referred to a select committee. 

Mr. Spes the memorial’ comes from a pore 
tion ef the respectable and intelligent citizens of 
this Union, residing in the State which I have the 
honor, in part, to represent. Jt is clothed in re- 
spectful and appropriate language, and suggests 
considerations of deep and vital importence, not 
only to themselves and those of the State af Penn- 
sylvania, but to the whole people of this. wide- 
spread confederacy. l f 

The. memorial embraces two distines subjècts 
inquiry;: either of which, I apprehend, is of 
ient magnitude and imporiance ‘te demand 
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the grave and deliberate investigation of this 
body. The first is thet of an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, to be proposed 
to the Legislatures of the several States, restrict- 
ing the incorporation of banking companies by 
the States, and limiting such as may hereafter be 
incorporated in the issues of bank “paper money. 
This proposition necessarily involves the inquiry, 
how far the constitution, as it now stands, in those 
clauses which provide that “the Congress shall 
have power to coin money, regulate the value 
thereof, and of foreign com, and fix the standard 
of weigh's and measures;” “to provide for the 
punishment of counterfeiting the securities and 
current coin of the United States,” and that ‘no 
State shall coin money; emit bills of credit; make 
any thing but gold or- silver coin a tender in pay- 
ment of debts,” cuntains a prohibition to the States 
to incorporate companics with authority to issue 
bank notes, or, in other words, billy of credit, and 
forms an agreement or compact already made on 
the part ofall the States not to incorporate such 
companies, Without expressing, at present, any 
opinion of my own, or any indication on the part 
of the memorialists, on this branch of the inquiry, 
L will barely remark that the constitution has been 
construed, by some of the best political writers 
and ecorom’sts this country has produce, as cone 
taining such prohibition or compact, (a constitu- 
tien being neither more nor less than » compact 
or agreement.) Among these are names isti- 
mately connected with the constitution itself. 
Is there not strong reason to conclude thet 
such was the intention of those who framed the 
constitution? Phey bad expericneed the evils of 
an uncertain currency; they had witnessed the de- 
rargements and contusion of bills of credit issued 
under the Provincial Governments, each province 
issuing bills of credit, accord'ny to its own circum- 
stanses, without regard to those of the others, 
and often very ciffirent in quantity and valve. 
And they had also witnessed the no less fluctua- 
tion and evilresalis from the enormous isses ard 
ruinous. depreciation of the Continental paper. 
The same clause ia the Constitution which yields,to 
Congress, the general legislature for the whole of 
the Stetes unitad, the power of fixing the s:andard 
of “weights and measure,” surrenders to it the 
power “io cain money, regulate the velue thereof, 
and of foreign ccia? Is there net the same rea- 
son that the standard of vale ov price should be uni- 
form, andthe same throughout all the States, as the 
standard of weight or that of measure? neither of 
which would probably beso, or, in the nature of 
things, could beso, withont giving the po» er of re. 
gulaicn to the National Lenisiatare. Fhe pro- 
vision was framed and adapted to a state of cireum- 
stances as they then existed; the States had, indivi- 
dually,on their own reeponsibility,aad cach accord- 
ing to its wents or the caprices OF its Provincial Le- 
gisiature, emittet “bills ef eredt,” which circulated 
as mony; became the circulating metam of 
sthe pr 


price, sid what w ice in one provirce was 
not the same in another. Against this, the flamers 
of that instrument provided that ‘no state shail 
coin money, emit bils ofcredit,” ke t did not, 
perhaps, occur fo tiem that ul wates wuld se. 
paratei neorporated 
com}: i j 
own creation, to. de indirectly what t 
hibtied fron doing directly, by the so 

eed to by all. 


e pro- 
emn com- 
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panies incurp 
latures have 


authori f 
ney; Vi ating melum 
throughor aml usavoida- 


iiag to the 


bly varying the 
in some 


amount and dero: 
of the States they t ae bills of 
the denominsticn of one, iwe, and three dollars; 
in Gthera limited to five dollars, as the lowest de- 
pom! ; and in others progresa is making to 
fix ten dcllars as the low denomination. - In 
some 8.ven, ighi orten paper dollars ai times 
represent one of specie; in others, two o? three, 
and in all different, ct different Gmes, and secord~ 
jng as circumstances may operate upon them—ihe 


ors 
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same evils; the same fluctuation and unce?tsinty in 
the standard of price, ov rather the same want of 
standard of velse, against which the constitution 
was intended to provide. What is worth. nomi- 
naliy $3,000-thiz year, may, through tbe opera- 
tions of those companies alone, be worth but 
$1,000 next.. The price of labor and every 
product or commodity is controlied and govern- 


-ed according to the interests or the caprices of 


those. incorporated companies, and the whole 
Sovereignty, so far as regards the regulation of 
the currency, is, to all intents and purposes, sur- 
endered to them; and every individual in the com- 
munity, whether farmer, mechanic, merchant, or 
Manufacturer, placed at their mercy, How far 
this state of things has been effected by the active 
vigilance and constant attention of the speculating 
few, always awake to their own particular inte- 
rests, gradually framing and fitting. up this compli- 
cated and delusive machinery while the indestri- 
ous many we:e better employed, ne-d not now be 
particularly inquired into; itis sufficient that it 
exists, and thatit does, will not be denied by sny 
one acquainted with the affairs of this commu- 
nity. If it be granted, therefore, that the consti- 
tufion does not prohibit the incorporation of com. 
panies by the States to “emit bills of credit,” it is 
only on the assumption that circumstances, as they 
then existed, did not require it. Ts it not as im- 
portant 2c to inquire and provide for a state of 
circumstanees as they now exist as it was then? 
The evil js the same, asd is it not subject to the 
same or similar remedy? The memorialists. do 
not ask that any power should be vested in the 
General Government to incorporate banking com- 
panies, nor do they suggest an absolute prohibi- 
tion of such power in the States; the former they 
expressly repudiate, and do : ot indicate the latter. 
AN they seek is an inquiry how far good policy 
ant, the safety and permanency of the currency 


` and its uniformity throughout the Union require 


that this powerin the States should be restrained 
and limited, to cffect the general good of the 
whole. The importance, the vital importance of 
every consideration touching the circulating me- 
dium of the country, affecting mere or less the 
interests of every man, cannot be doubted. 

If the importance of the subject, sir, is suffi- 
cient to entitle it to the deliberation of this House, 
the next inquiry is, to what committee can this 
branch of it be most appropriately referred? It 
looks to a constitutional remedy, a prov'sien in 
the fundamental fostrument itself. None other 
can be provided. This may and can, as well and 
as effectually now, to mest the circumstances 
now, as the consti ution already formed provided 
against the cireumstances then. . A preposiiicn to 
amend the constitu ion is beyond the appropriate 
and peculiar inquiry of any of the standing com- 
mittees. It igas broad and general in its chaiacter 
as the Government i's: If, an:leppropriate only for 
a select committee rated fr the rurpese; and 
such has been the invaciable practce here for 
years on a'lsuch propositions, ‘Why then should 
noi this proposition receive a similar direction 
with ali others of a similar character? 

‘rhe second subject of inquiry, sir. Speaker, 
to which ycur attention js cailed by the memorial, 
ta that ef the r res of the notes of the Bank 
of the United States since the expiration of its 
charter for all purposes except that of continu- 
g its corporate name, to sue and be sued in 
order to close up the concerns of the instituiion. 
Notes issued by that bank while this Government 
was a stockhelder te the amount of seven millions 
of the steek, previous to the 4th of March, re- 
turned for refemoion, and redeemed, itis said, 
have been again issued and thrown into ciseus- 
tien. It is perlaps known to the members of this 
House that, in the month of February inst,’ 
before the expiration of the charter under the 
Congress of the 10th of A pril,1816. by w 


which it wes 
incorporatediuntil the $d March,1836, enact of the 
Legislature of the State of Pennsylvania was passed 
incorporating the same stockholders, except the 
United States, under the seme nsme, and with the 
same amount of capitel, thirty-five milions, for thirty 
years. One set of officers were clected fer the 
old bank, in which the United States is a stock- 
helder of seven millions; and a set of officers; ber 
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ing many of thé same, for the new Stste parkih. 
which the United States is nota slockholdet.. The 
new President of the oid bank, (Matthew I> Bea 
van,) E believe, is a dircetor of the new bank, and 
the former president of the old bank, now ‘prési- 
dent of the new one under. the State, (Nicholas 
Biddle, ) I believé is one of the directors of the 
old bank.. Several of the directors of the old are 
alsa directors of the new one, so ‘that they may 
for ail practical purposes be considered as the 
same men, although constituting two. different 
boards of direction, Their legitimate duties are 
distinctly different. The proper business of the 
officers of the old bank is to Wind up. its affairs; 
to call in the notes of that bank, redeem from the 
proper sourecs, the funds of the old bank, and can- 
cei the paper as hayirg been ‘returned and. rë- 
d-emed. The business of the new bank is tods- 
sue its own notes on the responsibility of its own 
officers and. its own stockholders, unconnected 
with the old bank ia which this Government was 
a large stockholder, Now, if the officers of the 
old bank, many of them being the same. indivi- 
duals as the officers of the new one, instead of 
cancelling the old notes when redeemed, re-issue 
the same-threugh the new bank, as the. President 
of the United States justly observes in his last an- 
nual message, itis. either ‘a: fraud oupon. the 
Governmens, or. upon the people, if the: notes 
are to be redeemed a second, third, or fourth time, ` 
out of the funds of the old bank, what can itsbe 
but a down-ight fraud upon the G vernment, be- 
ing a stockhp!der and a sharer in those funds, and 
not in those of the new one? The funds of the old 
bank must, of course, 8con become exhausted, and 
the Government, instead of receiving her just pro. 
portion of the stock and profits, suffer the loss of 
having them. eppiicd to the redemption of the 
same notes which had been over and over again 
red:emed before. If the re-issued notes are to bé 
redeemcd out of the funds of the new bank, the 
holder has not the sceurity for their redemption 
which the notes purport to give, or rather, he has 
nos: curity at sil; they are a gross end palpable 
deception apo» him. The old ‘bank, with: the 
Government as a partner, bound in good faith and 
honor, whose notes they purport to be, and whose 
credit ‘hey bear, hes once redeemed them, and 
therefore ought not to be bound again. The new 
hank is not bound ‘for. their redemption, because 
they are not its proper issues, and its obligation is 
vot given, aud it couid not be made legally Hable. 
It is true that, as long as itis the interest of the 
new bank to red-om such reissues, they would 
most prabably be re bat should an honest 
holder of such notes ł bject to the mere will of 
sach an ins itution to ceeide whether he should re- 
ceive his just debt or not, and be made to depend 
upon its interest, whether he had er had not a 
good security for pa:ment? Such a conclusion 
weuld be cruelty, Uf sich reissues consist of notes 
of the denomination of five dollara, they are a glare 
ing evasion of the provisions of its State charter, 
hiuisits issuing notes of less denomi- 


which prot 
nation than ten dollars. 

Sir, shall we, the representatives of the people, 
so far as this Goyerament is concerned, sleep and 
aber af our posts, and loak calmly with indif- 
Ace up na practice such ss this, both upon 
1 upon the community? shall 


fe 


the Government 


it be said tsat thore is bo remedy in the power of 
Congress? ‘That we pave nothing to do with the 
State institaticn: of mevivania? I admit that, 


so far as regards 
notes, Whom HS ex 
thing io do eth 1G 
over K; but 
such is the 
chartered hy Congress, and its officers. Although 
it has cessed for some purposes, that of discount- 
ing notes and issuing its paper, &e: it stl exists 
for other purposes, that of winding up its affairs, 
sectie with its debtors, creditors, and stockbold. 
ers, and redeeming iis fleating paper, and still 
under the regulation of the power which gave it 
bith. Were the act of 1816 granting the charter 
even silent on this subject, it would follow, as a 
matter: cf course, that the mole and manner of 
winding up its concerns should be placed under 
the direction of Congress; but that act contains an 


State bank suing its owa 


ponsEniity, we have no- 
and have no control wh:tever 
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express provision, in its 17th section, “that Con- 
gress may, at any time hereafter, enact such laws 
enforcing and regulating. the recovery of the 
amount of the notes, bills, obligations, or other 
debts,” €c. and this power exists as well after 
the expiration of its charter, for the purpose ofa 
fina] settlement and liquidation of its affairs, as be- 
fore- 1s it not, then, competent for Congress to le- 
gislate so as to regulateand control, and even punish 
the conduct of the officers of the oll bank? And if 
they-so far mismanage its affairs as to authorize or 
permit. its notes to be re-issued and put again 
into. circulation, after they have been once 
‘redeemed, I ask if it is not a fair and legitimate 
subject for the legislation of Congress, and one 
which demands our serious and grave deliberation? 
Again: at the last session of Congress, an act was 
passed authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury, 
as the agent of the Government, to settle the 
claim of the United States as a stockholder with 
the bank. By his report, which has been laid 
- Upon your. tables, it appears that duty has been 
: discharged, as far as it could be on his part; but 
:. no satisfactory information has been given by the 
4, Officers of the bank how much is due to the Go- 
vernment, or when or in what manner it shall be 
paid. Instead of settling up the affairs of the in- 
stitution with the Government, its largest stock- 
holder, now. no longer a stockholder, according to 
the provisions of the act of Oungress of last ses- 
sion, we find its officers, if what is said be true, 
and it has not been denied, being also officers of 
the new bank, practising a gross fraud upon this 
Government and this nation, treating with neglect 
and contempt your agent authorized to settle 
with them; and its president, at the head of 
the great broker fraternity, commencing an un- 
provoked affack and making war upon the mea- 
sures of your administration. 1 do not desire that 
the proposition I have made should be drawn into 
& partisan discussion, or assume a political charac- 
ter; it is one which affects the great interests 
of the country, and in that light only do I wish 
it to be considered; and in that point of view, 
it must be apparent to every one, as demanding 
mature and grave consideration, as well as prompt 
and decisive action, Iam aware that it opens a 
field for discussion, upon which much might be 
said, to show the extent and depth of the evil, the 
various remedies which might be proposed, either 
those operating by mere inducement, or those by 
direct provision or legislative sanction, But 1 
think F have said enough on this mre question of 
-Teference; itis time enough to go into more de- 
tail when the subject is referred, and brought 
back again on some distinct proposition, 

Then to what committee should this branch of 
the subj ct embraced in the memorial be referred? 
lt may be said that ull subjects relaung to the 
Bank of the United States have already been com- 
mitted to the Committee of Ways and Means, in 
the disposition of the President's message. But, 
sir, it is well known that the appropriate and le- 
gi'imate duties of that committee are of a financial 
rather than a judicial ur general character—to 
take into consideration propositions relating to the 
revenues of the country, and appropriationa of 
Money. This part of the memorial seeks for le- 
gislative remedy against a supposed evil ofa gene- 
ral nature, not peculiarly affecting the revenue, 
but the community at latge; rather of a judicial 
than financial character, but partaking partly of 


both, and therefore not exclusively appropriate to | 


either, but the proper subject for a select com- 
mittee, more broad and general in its inquiries, 

Ihave said thus much by way of explaining the 
views and objects of the memorialists, I have en- 
deavored to discharge my duty to them, as well as 
to the nation whose interests I am bound, as far as 
my feeble abilities will enable me, to serve, and 
whose constitution I am sworn to support. fT have 
sought to give to the memorial the direction to 
which I thought it, from its importance ani pecu- 
Tar character entitled. If its purpose be compre- 
hended, I am satisfied. It remains for the House 
to give to it that disposition to which it may be 
thought entitled. 

Mr. LINCOLN of Massachusetts said that he 
hoped no such reference as had been proposed 
would be given to the memorial, His attention 
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had been casually drawn to its character, and he 
trasted that, before any disposition was made of it, 
it would be better understood by the House. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr, Gal- 
braith) has said that the memorial was of a various 
character. He (Mr. L.) believed that, when ana- 
lyzed, it would be found to be of a very extraordi- 
nary character. Such an-appeal, he would ven- 
ture to say, had never before been made to the 
Consideration of Congress. It was altogether pe- 
culiar and anomalous. It had been brought up 
from the files of a former session, and from an ab- 
stract of the cortents of the paper, as given ia the 
Globe of this morning, the. House might learn 
something of its objeet. 


Tt was his (Mr. L.’s) intention, before he sat 
down, to propose so to amend the motion of the 
gentleman from Perinsylvania as to send the me- 
morial to the committee already appointed on the 
subject of amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States, for it seemed to him to belong more 
properly to one of those pigeen holes kept in re- 
serve for matters of this description, than to the 
custody of such a committee as the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania had in view. From the man- 
ner in which the subject is now brought forward, 
as well as from the place of its origin, he feared 
there was something concealed and sinister to be 
accomplished. He asked the attention of the 
House to the character of the paper, as given 
in the abstract to which he had referred It 
commenced with a-lamentation on the en- 
croachments of incorporate.i companies upon 
the rights and liberties of the people, and especi- 
ally insists upon the danger to personal rights and 
civil liberty from the practice of the State Govern- 
ments to create banking institutions. This is no 
less than an arraignment of State legislation. The 
wisdom, if not the purity of the State Governments 
is impeached at the bar of this House, and that 
authority and discretion which have been exer. 
cised for nearly half a century in the constitution 
of incorporated companies, comes now to be de- 
nounced as an abuse of power, dangerous to the 
liberties af the people. By whom (asked Mr. L.) 
is the power which is thus complained of exer- 
cised, and from whom is it derived? By the imme- 
diate representatives of the people, deriving alt 
their authority directly, by delegation, from the 
people themselves. The comptaint is a libel upon 
the good sense, the virtue, and the patriotism of 
the country. And was it true that there existed 
in every part of the Union incorporated compa- 
nies, which were continually encroaching on popu- 
lar rights, while only some twenty individuals in 
the State of Pennsylvania were heedful of the dan- 
ger, and all the rest of the community unconscious- 
ly slumbering over their injuries? Tre suggestion 
was unworthy of serious notice, 


But, (proceeded Mr. L.) these pure minded and 
patriotic memorialists do not rest their allegations 
upen mere generalities. They point out to the 
attention of this House the spec fic violations of 
the constitution which State legislation his com- 
mitted. The creation of banking corporations, 
say they, contravenes that provision of the consti- 
tution which prohibits the States from coining mo- 
ney, and emitting bills of credit. National sover- 
eignty is thus invaded, and the safeguards of the 
people violated! Surely the objection is presented 
here for the first time, at rather too late a day for 
the intervention of tbe power of Congress to a 
prevention of the evil, if the application of that 
power could even have been so directed. Sin- 
gular, however, as was the ‘objectioa when ad- 
dressed to the consideration of this House, it had 
not altogether the merit of novelty. The gentle- 
man from Pennsylvyaiia in his speech has seemed, 
indeed, to give to it the sanction of his counte. 
nance. He (Mr. L.) remembered to have read, 
in the early. history of banking institutions in his 
own State, something of a newspaper argument 


to the same point, but it had been overruled and- 


repudiated by the judgment of wise and intelli- 
gent men, and by the uniform legislation of the 
States on the subject. Its serious repetition as a 
practical rule of action would row be scouted by 
every considerate politician in the country, He 
could not believe that any gentleman Worthy of a 
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seat on this floor would attempt to sustain for a 
moment an argument upon the objection, 
But the memorialists complain of the abuses and 


“perversions of the powers of chartered corpora 


tions; of the exclusive privileges and monopolies 
which they confer, and of their encroachment up- 
on the just and equal rights of all the citizens. 
And what is the measure of remedy which the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania would propose by 
his select committee? Most certainly not the ex- 
ercise of a supervisory authority by Congress over 
State legislation. This would more directly coh- 
flict with the constitution, which guaranties to the 
States the exercise of all the powers not granted 
tothe Federal Government. If these powers are 
indiscreetly exercised by the States, redress jg 
with the people; but ifthe ground of complaint be 
in the abuse of a limited and delegated authority 
conferred by acts of incorporation, the appeal is to 
the source of that authority, the Legislature itself, 
or to the judiciary. In either case, the remedy is 
notto be found here. Itis at home with the me- 
morialists themselves, and th- ccnstituents of those 
who administer their government; with the peo- 
ple, and those who are accountable to the peo. 
ple. Congress has no power over the subject. 
Did the gentleman from Pennsylvania pretend 
that Congress had such. power? And was this 
the argument upon which this select committee 
was to be raised. 

But he (Mr. L.) was desirous of calling the at- 
tention of the House more particularly to another 
part of the m-morial As if aware ‘that neitber 
the measure of prevention nor redress for existing 
grievances rested with Congress, these twenty or 
more memorialists gravely request that the as- 
sembled wisdom of the nation would propose to 
the States an amendment. to the Constitution of 
the United States, by which they may be restrain- 
ed in the exercise of their own jurisdiction and 
sovereignty. The States were to be called upon 
to surrender the right which they had enjoyed for 
a period of time coeval with their existence, and 
under the authority of which isstitutions had been 
created in all the departments of business, and in 
aid of every important interest in the community. 
An amendment of the constitution, prohibiting the 
States from granting acts of incorporation! - Is 
there a min weak enough to believe that such a 
Proposition would find favor with a single Legis- 
lature in the Union? or mad enough, in the pre- 
sent state of the business concerns uf the country, 
to desire its success? What! ask a State Legisla- 
ture to surrender a portion of its State sovereignty; 
to deny to itseif a salutary power lest it may be 
unwisely and unprofitably used; a power now be. 
come essential to the prosperity of the people, and 
without which there could be no security for pre- 
sent possessions, or hope of improvement in the 
future. f 

But it may be said that the restriction proposed 
is of banking incorporations oniy, and the amend- 
ment wouid operate but a partial abridgment of 
a questionable authority. It is sufficient to reply, 
that the the authority has been claimed and exer. 
cised by the oldest States, from the earliest petiod, 
and by the youngest almost as the first act of their 
sovereignty. Both its existence and its exercise 
have become indispensable to the welfare of the 
country, As well might the power of enactin 
municipal regulations be denied to the State Le- 
gislatures, as, in the present state of things, the 
right of granting to the operations of business the 
facilities of banking institutions be withdrawn, 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania himself, upon 
his own responsibility, will not venture to propose 
it. He adroitly and somewhat cautiously advo. 
cates sending the subject to an inquiry only, with- 
out suggesting an opinion of what should be the 
definite result, 

But he (Mr. L.) woald put it to the House to 
consider the effect of the proposition, An amend- 
ment to the constitution could have no retrospec- 
tive operation. It could not impair the existence 
or the powers of banks already created, In re- 
straining the States from further grants, it would 
but increase the influence and augment the power 
for mischief, if that was their tendency, as the me- 
Morialists assume, of such as were already in be- 
ing, It would, indeed, be to create exelusiye 
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privileges, and constitute, during the continuance 
of pre-existing charters, odious moneyed monopo- 
lies. And was this the purpose the memorialists 
had in view? He would submit to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania to answer, i 

Mr. L. contended that it was most obvious noth- 
ing of legitimate legislation could come of the re- 
ference of the memorial to a select committee of 
this House. The alleged abuses by the State 
banks, and the supposed danger to public liberty 
from the existence of such institutions, were sub- 
jects not within the cognizance of Congress. 
They belonged to, and might properly be address- 
ed to the consideration of, the people, The pro- 
position to amend the Constitution in the particu- 
lar pointed out in the memorial was too preposte- 
rous to be entertained for a moment. The gen- 
tleman who asks the reference will not do himself 
the discredit to advocate the measure. There 
must be something, then, in the motive for the 
presentation of the memorial, at this time, beyond 
that which meets the eye. A further reference 
to the document may explain the object; I would 
not be misunderstood, (said Mr. L ) not the ob- 
ject of the gentleman, but of the memorialists, of 
persons not here but elsewhere. If he recollected 
rightly the contents of the paper, it conveys a 
complaint of a violation of law by the bunk of the 
United States, and hence, probably, the induce- 
ment for an appeal to Congress. The Bank of 
the United States, say the memorialists, has reis- 
sued bills before redeemed, and which, by law, should 
thereafter have been excluded from circulation, What 
bank has committed this outrage upon public law, 
and what bills have been thus reissued? The Bank 
of the United States, chartered by the authority of 
the State of Pennsylvania, has reissued the bille of 
the Bank of the United States, chartered by the 
authority of the Federal Government. Admitting 
the truth of the accusation, he (Mr. L.) upon his 
responsibility as a lawyer, would tell the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania that Congress had no 
power over the matter. He would plead to the 
jurisdiction. He denied the right of Congress to 
institute an investigation into the conduct of a 
bank deriving its existence and holding its powers 
from State authority, or of inquiring into any of 
its measures. The Bank of the United States in- 
corporated by the State of Pennsylvania, is such 
an institution. Jt owes no accountability to the 
Federal Government, and is amenable to no an- 
imadversion from this source. Whether it has 
issued sts own bills, or reissued the bills of 
other banks, lawfully or unlaufuily, it may well 
deride the authority of this body to take cogni- 
zance of the matier. it belongs to the Govern. 
ment of the State, and to that only, in its Je- 
gislative or judicial depariment, to punish any 
infraction of ils charter. If an offence cons‘sts 
in the facts charged by the memorialists, it is 
not. for this House to apply the corrective. 
Nor can it be urged that the aspect of the 
case is changed by considering the Federal 
Bank of the Uniled States privy to the reéissue 
of its bills by the State institution; for what rule 
of law does this violate? Is any gentleman here 
(inquired Mr. L.) so little conversant with the bu- 
siness of banks as not to know that these institu- 
tions are daily receiving the bills of each ether, 
and as freely paying them out as their own origi- 
nal issues? The memorial alleges no agency of 
the Federal Bank.in the act complained of; im- 
putes no refusal to redeem its papers charges no 
neglect of duty, or violation of obligation. What, 
then, is to be inquired into? That which, if ad- 
mitted, coastitutes no wrong in the corporation 
subject to your jurisdicticn, and, if any crime in 
another, is entirely beyond your control, 

Mr. L. proceeded, at some lergth, to show that 
the memorial contained nothing to which the in- 
quiry of a committee could properly be directed, 
and that its presentation, at this time, was delusive 
apd colorable; intended to cover other and una- 
vowed objects. It is not (said Mr. L.) in my 
nature unworthily to distrust the motives and 
suspect the honest purposes of others, and I beg 
again the gentleman from Pennsylvania to under- 
stand that I ascribe to him no improper views in 
this matter. But there may be those who, it 


may not be uncharitable to suspect, in. the ab- 
sence of ali other discoverable motive, may intend 
more than the gentleman himself is aware of. It 
is possible, even, that this memorial is brought up, 
at this time, not for the purpose of correcting 
existing abuses, but for party political effect— 
not here, in this House, but elsewhere—at home, 
in the county, with the people of Pennsylvania. 

This House (continued Mr. L.) need not be in- 
formed that it had been doubted by some gentle- 
men whether the power of the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania had been wisely exercised in tihe re- 
charter, as it was termed, of the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States as a State institution. This wasa ques- 
tion with which he conceived the House had to- 
thing to do. For himself, he had felt no personal 


interest in the fate of the old bank, and had no 


especial sympathy with those who mourned over 
its destruction; neither did he take any concern, 
such as the memorialists of Pennsylvania might in- 
dulge, in the new institution, which, like a Phe- 
nix, had arisen from itsashes. He had understood, 
however, that a proposition was before the Legis- 
lature of Pennsylvania to ascertain under what in- 
fluences the new charter was obtained, It might 
aid the purpuses of those who instigated that in- 
vestigation, that a clamor should be raised in the 
House against the institution, It might be, that, 
by getting up a report by a select committee, dis- 
trust was to be thrown upon all similar institutions 
in the country, It might be thatthe report of such 
a committee, properly constituted, would promote 
essentially the purposes of the inquiry is Peansyl- 
vania. The banks might be discredited, the cur- 
rency discredited, paper money refused, and the 
golden age, so authoritatively predicted and pro- 
mised, confided in. He (Mr. L.) would not say 
that this was the end intended to be accomplished: 
but this he would say, there were those who would 
derive a weight of influence in favor of their opin- 
ions from the appointment of the committee, more 
especially in the event ofa certain issue to their de- 
liberations, which it would be most difficult to with- 
stand. Ele, in short, greatly feared that the mere ap- 
pointment ofa committee, upon such vague sugges 
tions as the memorial contained, would throw dis- 
trust over all banking institutions, and take away 
that little remaining confidence which was still 
cherished in the soundness of the circulating me- 
dium of the country. In this point of view, the 
subject was certainly deserving of the most se- 
rieus Consideration; and, if the object proposed 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania was only 
as he has avowed, he would respectfully suggest 
that it might well be effected without giving to the 
Most suspicious oce: sien for alarm. Let the gen- 
tieman accede to his (Mr. L.’s proposed amend- 
ment to his motion, and send the memorial to the 
committee appointed to revise the constitution, 
without particular reference to the objects of 
these memorialists, £f be will not consent to this, 
let him boldly assume the responsibility of the 
whole ‘proposition, and offer a resolution de- 
claring the expediency of restricting the States in 
the power of creating banking corporations, and 
be himself among the first to ask the consent of 
his own enlightened Commonwealth to its adop- 
tion, and the surrender of its own discretion to 
the dictation of Federal power. If the dangers 
from banks and other corporations be such as the 
memorial represents, this will be laying the axe to 
the root of the mischief, for, by the wholesome re- 
form of denying power to the States, there wi'l be 
found the most effectual protection from its abuse. 
The gentleman himself might. be hardly yet pre- 
pared for the application of so thorough a cor- 
rective. of 

Mr. L. concluded by moving to amend the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, by 
striking ont the words ‘a select committee,” and 
inserting ‘the select committee to whom was re- 
ferred that part of the President’s message which 
relates to a proposed amendment to the constitu- 
tion of the United States, and also pet tions and 
resolutions presented at the lastand present ses- 
sior, on the subject of amendments to the consti- 
tution.” 


_Mr. HARPER of Pennsylvania said his colleague 
had closed his remarks by saying that this was not 
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Hoof Rops 
a party measure, nor intended to operate on the | 
present parties.of the country. I wish: (said: Mr: 
H. ) I could believe this as far as respects all who 
are concerned in getting up this memorial and 
bringing it before this House. It is -now,:as. it 
originally was, I have no doubt, indended to: bring: 


_ the character and influence of this House: 10: beat 


upon this question in another body now.engaged, 
or expected to be engaged, in an inquiry-into the 
affairs of the United States Bank. E DPN 
I shall not attempt to follow my. colleague 
through the various ramifications and views that he 
has thought proper to take of. this subject, but 
shall confine myself to the. petition and such mat« 
ters as necessarily grow out of it.’ This: petition, 
which now seriously engages the deliberations and 
time of this House, is signed by twenty-eight 
names, not five, perhaps, of whom have the least 
knowledge of the operations of banking; and what 
do they ask? That. Congress shall. take into its 
hands and remodel the whole banking:system. of 
the United States. But, as this is not a subject 
which has heretofore been considered to be legi- 
timately within the province of the official duties 
of Congress, I should not have adverted to it-but 
for the purpose of showing how well those petitions 
ers are acquainted with the subject to which they 
have thought proper to call -the attention of this. 
House. Sas: wnk 
Sir, my colleague has thought proper, in the 
course of his remarks, to comment on the depre» 
ciated state of the currency of the country. With» 
out stopping to inquire how far he or the pe- 
titioners are correct in that respect, let us sup- 
pose that it is so, that there has a depreciation 
in the currency taken place. To whom, F 
ask, are we indebted for that depreciation? 
To the present administration. and its supe 
porters, among whom -my colleague has. been 
one of the most zealous. When they assumed > 
the reins. of government we had a sound, if not the 
very soundest, currency inthe world, when it was ` 
of a mixed characier.of specie and paper combin- 
ed. Well, sir, they set about to mend it, and. how 
have they done it? They declared it to be their 
intention to give us a specie currency; instead’ o 
which, they have doubled the paper circulation, 
and now exclaim against and endeavor to transfer 


| to their opponents the blame and responsibility for 


the evils they have brought upon the country. 
But it may be asked, how have the measures of 
the administration brought those evils upon the 
couniry? T answer by the prostration of the Uni- 
ted States Bank, an institution which they still 
continue to pursue with unabated rancor because 
they have not been able entirely to destroy it. I 
may be asked in what measure were we indebted 
to the United States Bank for the sounds 
ness of our currency at the time the Governs 
ment passed into the hands of the present ad- 
ministration ? I answer, that that bank, con- 
sidering itself a national institution, felt it to be 
a part of its duty, as well as its interest, to pre- 
serve a sound currency in the ceuntry as far asit 
possibly could, to. accomplish which it volun- 
tarily subjected itself to considerable expense and 
the liability of sustaining heavy losses. This de- 
sirable object it secomplished in tbe following 
manner: Whenever it fourd, by the quantity of 
paper in circuration belonging to any bank, city, 
or State, that an overissuc had taken place, the bank 
collected these overissnes whenever they were to 
be found in the poss«ssion of its debiors, returned 
them on the institutions which had put them inte 
circulation, and demanded pay ment, If the banks 
thus brought in debt were unable to pay, which 
was often the cast, the United Stetes Bank, in- 
stead of oppressing or straitening them unneces- 
sarily, made arrangements with them, and, by re- 
ceiving a reasonable interest, gave them time to 
redeem their notes by gradual curtailments, Thus, 
sir, they were restrained within: proper limits, and 
a wholesome currency preserved in the country, 
while the United States Bank ran the risk, in case 
a failure should take place of any bank whose 
notes they held, of sustaining the whole loss of 
the notes then in its possession. This wholesome 
check has been removed by the present adminis- 
tration and its friends, and the consequence pre. 


iy 


d'cted by the opposition has followed: - The coun- 
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try has become flooded with State bank paper un- 
til the authors of the evil have themselves become 
alarmed, and now endeavor, by cvery evil and 
stratagem which they. can invent, to transfer the 
odium to their opponents, who labored from the 
first to avert the evil, zi 

But. there is another. subject which my honora- 
ble collkague and the petitioners have thought 
proper to bring before this House, with which, in 
my humble opinion, we have nothing todo. The 
United States Bank which was chartered by the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania during the last ses. 
sion of. that body, is gravely charged with resis- 
suing the notes of the United States Hank, the 
charter cf which expired last March. Well, sir, 
suppose they have. Had they not aright so to do? 
Must the present United States Bank be deprived 
ofa privilege that belongs to every other bank 
and ‘individual of the United States? Suppose 
the bankin possession of a quantity of the notes 
of the old bank, which have been received in pay- 
ment of debts due to the present bank, (and Tam 
unacquainted with any other means by which it 
became. possessed of them,) and an individual 
should be not only willing, but desirons to receive 
these notes fora debt due from the bank to him, 
why should the United States Bank be deprived of 
the privilege of paying them out any more than 
any other bank or individual in the country? I 
know of no mason except that the bank happens 
to be in bad odor with the present admiristration 
of the Uvion and its supporters. f 
«Sir, the paper ofthis wantonly and unjustly abused 
and vilified bank is at this moment the best paper 
eurrencycin the country. There is nota gentieman 
within the sound of my voice, from the South or 
West, that does not know that this Paper is anx- 
fously sought and purchased in their sections of 
the country at from three to five per cent, pre- 
mium. Itis found to be the emy psper with 
which they can travel through all parts of the 
country without being subjected to insanyc nience 
or loss by the payment of discounts durin; their 
journey. 

But another idea is thrown out, Mr. Speaker: 
that the circulation of these notes by the present 
Bank of the United States will prevent the oid 
bank from winding up its affairs, and subject the 
United States, in commen with the other stock. 
holders, to the liability of losses which they would 
not otherwise incur, ` 1s this the fact? Tf it be, 1 
should like to be told in what manner it ean ha 
pen. The notes are liable to be lost or destre yed; 
will that be a loss to. the stockholders? { appre- 
hend not, as they wil never have to pry them if 
they are not presented. Ths will be a ‘gain in- 
stead of a loss to the bank, and cans: quently an 
advantage to the stockhol!ers. 

But will it prevent the bank from winding up 
its affairs? Lapprchead not,sir, Hiis well known 
that every bank keepsa r: cord of all the notes it 
issues, and that it must atalltimes hold itself pre- 
pared to receem them, Now, let us suppose 
that this bank js desirous to wind up its affairs 
and pay over the amount of stock and dividends 
duc to the stockholders, and upon exsminstion it 
‘finds that there is stila hundred thousand dollars 
of its notes in cireulaticn, What, then, becomes 
its“duty?. Why, simply to set aside a hundr 
thousand dollare for the purpese of pay 
notes as they shall he presented, and paying over 
‘to the stockholders the balance of asiets which it 
may then possess, which is all to which they cas 
lay any legal ciaim. Need I pursue this argu- 
ment any further to prove that the stockholders 
cannot possibly lose any thing by this operation, 
or that the winding up of the bank need Rot be 
delayed in consequence of some of its notes being 
in circulation? YT have never been the advocate 
of batiks of any description; but if we must have 
them, 8nd Lbelieve such is the general sentiment 


of the country, then let us net carry on a war! 


against these that are best managed, and are calèn- 
lated to do most gocd, and nuriure those from 
whom we-have mosteyil to apprehend. 

Sir, the objects sought to be accomplished by 
the petitioners cannot be effected by this House 
without an alteration of the constitution of the 
Vnited States, or the unsettling of tle whole prin- 
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ministered ever since the adoption of the Federal 
Constitution. They ask ycu to take away a 
power which the States have always posse de 
that of granting bavk charters. Have you a right 
to deprive the States of that power without an 
alteration of the Constitution of the United States? 
A negative to this question would, 1 believe, be 
almost unanimous throughout the-Union. "To what 
committee, then, should the petition go? 1 an- 
swer, to the committee already appointed, which 


ciples upon which your Government has been ad- | 


-hás in charge the various amendments proposed 


to the Constitution of the United States. If 
you send it-to a select committee, what will be 
the object, and what'have we tu expect? A re- 
port that will contradict the assertion of my col- 
league, “that this is nota par ty measure, or intended 
for party purposes.’ You, sir, I predict, if you 
get a report at all, will get one of a-most decided 
partisan character.. Sir, T had no intention when 
I came in, of saying a word on this subject, and 
regret that I have detained the House so long. 

Mr. MANN of New York said he had no idea, 
when he stated on yesterday that he wished to 
have his friend from Pennsylvania gratified in his 
request, that this subject would create a debate 
taking so wide.a range as that which the House 
had witnessed; and it was no part of his purpose 
now to extend it much further. He ‘had per- 
ceived, however, a @spes'tidn in the House to | 
become early possessed of some subject worthy of i 
debate in that body, on which to hang speeches | 
for the edification of the public. Mr. M, said be 
had not deemed this of such general interest, al- 
though he would admit its intrinsic importance; 
and he expressed the hope that the standing $ 
committees of the House. would very soon be $ 
able to present to its consideration, and for is i 
action, the important measures of the session. | 
These he deemed were, the reduction of the re- 


venue to the wants of the Government—the re. i 


striction of the sales of the publie lands to setual 
setilers—the maintenance of our neutrality to. i 
wards belligerezt nations, more especially towards 
Mexico and Texas, and the annual necessary ap- 
propriations for the suppart of Government, 
When these subjects are lx fore the House, hono. 
rable gentiemen will have a field wide enough to 
exercise their highest powers. The House would 
recollect (said Mr. M.) that his friend from Penn- 
sylvania (Mr. Galbraith) had’ heretofcre mace 
some efforts- to bring the subject of this petition 
before it and before the country, in which he had 
not been as successful us he (Mr ML) thought 
he deserved. That gentleman had not often 
asked the House for favors of any kind; he had 
been as modest in that respect as most gentlemen 


representing the peop'e on that floor. Mr. M, 


this petition, felt a deep interest in the subject, 
hecause the Bank of the United States ofthe h 
State of Pennsylvania liad established, or were 
about establishing, a branch of that institution in 
the district which he represented; and Mr. M. 
thought it but right tbat the gentleman should 
have an opportunity, ag chairman ofa select com- 


; mittes, to res'st what he deemed an er croachment 
s 


upon the rights of his constituents, by a gres 
moneyed power. He desired, also, at the same 
time, to resist the extension of the paper system ~. 
of paper money, whether under the Federal or 
Siste authorities, by an examination of the subject 
in reference te the spirit of our institutions, To 
this Mr. M. saw no well founded objection, bz- 
cause il was not proposed by the petitioners, or 
gentleman frem Pennsylvania, to apply the powers 
of this Government to remedy the present evis‘ 


at 


‘but to strike at the root, by considering the expe- 


diency of amending the constitution, 30 as to pro 
hibit the States, by their own consent, from grant- 
irg banking privileges and profits by their legis. 
lation to one class of their citizens, (under the 
pretence of the public good,) which, in the nature 
ofthings, must be denied to all others. ir, (seid 
Mr. M.) has not the paper system cf this country | 
extended itself far enough, identifying itself with 
all the interests of society in every department of 
trade, devou: ing‘the-productive labor of those who 
submit to the laws of Heaven, ang procure their 
bread by the aweat of their brows? Why is it, | 
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said he understood that his friend who presented for 


pred ior 
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sir, that for the lest ten or fifteen years the 
community hes been: kept almost constantly in 
a feverish condition respecting the currency, 
rendering ther property and their productive la. 
bor insecure by changing the standard of value, 
or rather destroying i? Has it not been princi- 
pelly owing to the fluctuations in our peper sys. 
tem, sometimes swelling itself like the full tides of 
the ocean, and then suddenly receding, carrying 
its thoughtless and careless yotaries to the dark 
abedes of devouring avarice? i 

What isa proper remedy for this? asked Mr. Mi 
Why tbe gentleman from Feansyivania, who has 
just resuraed his seat, (Mr. Harper,) finds ìt in a 
Bank of the United States to regulate the issues 
of the subordinate factories, hy driving their pro- 
ducts home, and substituting their own, which, he 
believes, is the very best currency in the world, 
This remedy, sir, has usually increased the disease. 
Instead of régulating,. restraining, or controlling 
the paper issues by the State banks, it hag ine 
creased them by the addition of its own issues 
falling into their vanita a3 copital. The gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. Lincoln) supposes thatit is 
a hbel upon the peeple, to even entertain the bea 
of restraining the paper system in its operation, 
and does not seeia willing’ to treat this petition 
with common respect, There are, sir, (said Mr, 
M.) those in ihe State which in part he had the 


‘honor to represent, as well as’ in Massachusetts, 


who maintain that the greater part of the bless- 
ings vouchsafed from God to man, come through 
a bank under their contròl It has, however, 
been doubted there, by some, whether those bless. 
ings are not shaved and diminished before they 
effect the purposes designed by the Great Giver, 
This is no’ the case, (Mr, M. presumed) with the 
the constituency of the honorable gentleman from 
Massachusetts, and therefore he is clear that 
things are blessings to them, which are esteemed 
evils by most ali others. Mr. M. said he could 
here make answer to the several positions as- 
sumed by the honorable gentleman from Massa. 
chusetta, which he trusted wouid be satisfactory, 
but he had alres!y occupied the House much 
longer then be intended when he arose, ang he 
could not deer it necessary or useful to detain it 
longer for such purpose. He hoped the p: tition 
would receive the same respect which was usually 
accorded to those which were in respectful terms. 

Mr, PEARCE of Rhode Island was under the 
impression that, al the last session, this memorial 
was referred to ote of the standing committees of 
the House, “Phe gontieman from Pennsylyan,a 
(Mr. Gatbraith). takes it from the files in the 
clerk's office, and again presents it to our consi- 
deration, because, for want of time, or from some 
reanse, if was no! finally disposed of at a 
er sion. Why (said Me, P.) should it now 
direction?. What has trans- 
? Because it didnot receive 
nittee ata former session, it 
did not follow that it would net receive such action 
at the present sesion. To reférit now to x select 
committee, would nst, perhaps, be a direct cen- 
sure.upon ore ofthe standing committees of the 
House; but ke wouid submit to gentie nen, whethe 
ey it would be paying that ‘deference and 
respect to A standing committee it was en- 
titled to. To euch a cemmittee it legitimately 
belonged, ard I (said Mr, P.) am not disposed to 
gratify my friend from Pennsylvania, or any other 
man, fo take from cosimittees what belongs to 
them, I have taken my stand upon this subject, 
and my friend from Pennsylvania’ will understand 
that it is not to oppose him that I object to: his 
motion, but to maintain a consistency iñ my own 
courve of iegislation. Heretofore select commit- 
tees wer ordered as a matter of course, never 
withont good cause: and ‘not always when, in 
the opinion of many gentlemen, there has been 
geod cause. Such has been the temper of the 
House in regard to them, and’ such has been the 
tenacity with which those who composed” the 
standing committees uf the Honse clung to what 
belonged to thems I regret to say, that, at’ this. 
session, there have been already. appointed: more 
elect commitices than I had ever before known 
during a whole session of the House. se ee 

will for a moment examine the effect which 


the action r 
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wil be produced by, and the consequences-which | 
will follow, the too frequent appointment of these 
select committees. One member wants a subject 
referred toa select committee, which is- proper 
for the consideration of one of the standing com- | 
mittees of the House, because he, as the chair- 
man of that committee, can have it under his spe- 
cial care, will be able to present it to the 
House in a fair light, end more speedily, for its 
action thereon. Weil, sir, this, in the estimation 
of some gentlemen, may be all well enough; but, 
are they prepared to say that one member shall 
have, by concession and the indulgence of the 
House, what shall be denied to another? If not, | 
sir, then where, and in what situation do we find 
ourselves? Every thing which any member has 
incharge must go, or cer ily may go, toa select 
committee. Your standing committees may be 
ousted of their iction, and might as well be 
abolished at one time as at another. 

There is withal a little right, and a little jus- 
tice, involved in ihis consideration. Is it right, is 
it just, that an interest should be committed 
to those whuare known, in advance, to be in fa- 
vor of it? Ithivk not; as you may not, in such a 
case have that full investigation, and that fair and 
impartial representation, which may be had of one 
of the standing committees of the House. 

For an illustration of my views I will (said Mr. 
P.) recur to what has taken place at this session, 
not to arraign the presiding officer of the House, 
who has, Tkuow, done no more than conform to 
usage and the course of those who have preceded 
him, but to show the consequences of an order 
for a select committee. An honorable member 
from Kextucky, (Mr. Hawes,) with an avowed 
hostility and opposition to the military school at 
West Point, honest and sincere, I have no doubt, 
in his convictions of the inutility of that institution, 
submits a proposition. and inquiry which involve, 
or may involve, the further continuance of that in- 
stitution, and prays for a select committee. Such a 
committee is ordered, consisting of nine members, 
and il is found that of the nine, seven are friendly 
to the proposition submitted by the honorable 
gentleman from Kentucky, and unfriendly to the 
institution, and but two are the friends of the 
same. 

I complain not of this, as the select committee 
was ordered, because it was organized according 
to the usages of the House, existing in the organi- 
zation of such committeżs; but I do, ir, Speaker, 
derive from it an argument, and I hope the House | 
wili see the full force of it, against the too 
frequent appointment of select committees. 

Ihave often witnessed a spirit which well be- 
come them, evinced by those who are the heads of 
standing committees in this House, to claim all 
that belonged to them. Lhope I shall see further 
manifestations of this spirit. We made at the 
commencement of the session a very good begin- 
ning. An honorable member from Alabama (Mr. 
Lewis) moved a reference to a select committee of 
a subject which the veteran chairman of the Com- 
miitee of Ciaims clearly showed belonged to that 
committee; aud by a very large vote of the House, 
the select committee was denied, and the subject 
was referred to the standing committee, of which 
the honorable gentleman irom Obio (Mr. Whittle- 
sey) is chairman, Why was this done? There 
was a general disposition on the part o! the House, 
I have no doubt, to gratify the gentleman from 
Alabama; but it could not be done, without a vio- 
lation of our own rules, and encroaching upon the 
rights ofa standing committee of the House. 

But what, Mr. Speaker, are we called upan to 
do by thase gentiemen memorislists, twenty at i 
in number, comprising, I hope not, ail the virtue 
and intelligence, parity of purpose, and integrity 
of cheracter, yet remaining in the State of Penn- 
sylvasia?. . They conplain of the increasing issues of 
bank paper moncy by incorporated companies in the 


differ:at States; they wish Congress to inquire into i] 


the expediency of preposing an amendment to the | 
constitution, restricting the incorporation uf banks 
by the several States; they say that the notes of the 
Bonk of the United States, which hal béen returned 


H is p 
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charier of the Bank of the United States expired; 
and they pray, generally, for relief in the premises. 


so deep, that they cannot, in their opinions, ex- 
tricate themselves without calling on their friends, 
it has been generally thought to be necessary for 
them to show, before they receive the required aid, 
that the proper effort on their part has been made. 
Sir, can we confer upon these honest men any aid 
which they may not have and enjoy, independent- 
ly of any action on our part? What says the con- 
stitution of the United States upon one of the sub. 
jects referred to us for our consideration by these 
twenty-eightmen? “Congress, whenever two-thirds 
of both Houses shall deem it necessary, Shall pto- 
pose amendments to this constiiuiion; or, on the 
application of tie Legislatures of two-thirds of the 
several States, shall calla convention for proposing 
amendments,” &c. I would say, sir, to those 
honorable men, why is not this good work begun 
at home? De not yet culi on Hercules, for you have 
not yet shown that you have done all you were 
able to do. 

I msy be toid that the Legislature of Pennsyl- 
vania is corrupt, and an appeal tothat bedy would 
be an ineffewiual one. Then I would say, appeal 
to the ballot box; and if, ‘perchance, } should be 
told that even there the proper relief could not 
be had, I would say to the people of Pennsylva- 
nia, adopt and carry into operation the suggestions 
of at least two ofher Governors, Wolfe and Ritner: 
establish free schools, and extend the diffusion of 
light and science ; apply all that will to you belong, 
under our lats distribution act, for the purpose of 
enlightening the rising generation. 1 repeat, sir, 
let the men of Pennsy!vania begin their good work 
at home, for, in my opinion, it dees not become 
them to put upon record their own infamy, their 
bribery, and their coruption, and the influence cf 
Mr. Biddle and his bank over them, 


Sir, I am sorry that the corrupting influences of 
the man or his bank are brought to our view: 
let every man have his due. Mr. R. says that he 
was quite indifferent about a recharter, by the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania, of the Bark of the 
United States. Je made no application for a re- 
charter; he neither corrupted nor seduced any 
one; that if any rapacious act was committed, it 
was by the Legislature upon him, and not by him 
upon them; and one would suppose from his first 
letter addressed to my venerable friend from Mas- 
sachusetis, that there would not have been any 
violence of any kind, but jor the proceedings of 
| the Pennsylvania Legislature. Surely, sir, these 
twenty-cight men do not wish us to save them 
from their own werst enemies, themselves. 

ft is, has long been, a mooted point, and [ think 
it will long remain so, whether Congress, under 
the constitution, can inany way restrain or restrict 
the issues of bank paper by local banks. Depo- 
site banks ean be compelled to perform what they 
are bound by contract with the Treasury Depart- 
ment to do, and the matter must end. 
Pam not osred to sav that Congress can, 
as the constitution now is. ssy to any Siste in this 
Unio., lincorporate so many end no more 
i banking Ou, and the issues of those incor- 
porate: Shall be to such an extent 
i may press ibe, and not beyond. Sir, I am net 
very great stckler fer State rights: at any 
| rate I have not seid so much in favor of them 
as many others haye said, but this I do say, 
that 4 am ready, and as well Prepared as 
| any man can be, to resist all encroachments upon 
| State sovercigntics, let themcome from whatever 
| quarter they may, and act, when there shall be 
; an attempt here to restrain the Legislature of the 
Stnie from which I come, in what we deem to be 


i corporating banking institutions, or any other 
| inssitutions, that attempt will be fairly met, not 
| by me alone, and will be properly resisted. We 
are not yet driven to the necessity of declaring 


i, to the world our own infamy, and begging Con- 


gress, because we are corrupt, to take us under 
‘tection, to act for us and pass laws to re- 
sirain usin our infamous and corrupt course, 


to the bank for redemption, and redeemed, had been 
re-issued since the fourth of March last, when the 


4 


Sir, iet it not be inferred from what I have said 
| that Zam in favor of the moneyed incorporations 


When (said My. P.) menare in mad and mire | 
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as we | 


the lawful exercise of its powers, whether in in- | 


of the country. No, sir; I am oppose to them, 
and all other incorporations; and as f now am, I 
always have been, and I verily beliave I shall cons 
tinue to be. What are they but additional facili. 
‘ties fer the rich to oppress the poor, and, in their, 
march to do it,to travel with steam power? foran 
irresponsible body, without soul, to do what no 
man, as an individual, wita heart ov soul, ever did, 
‘or ever will do—to steal power from the many, to 
whom it belongs, and confer it upon the few, wha 
never ought to have it, and clothe that few with 
the-full possession and exercise of it? Sir, upon 
this subject 1 have nothing to disguise. I here 
avow my sentiments as 1 have avowed them. elses 
where, and I stand or fall by them here and every 
where. 

Sir, it may be very questionable whether power 
can be met by, or resisted by, any thing but power; 
and whether there is strength enough, if there be 
virtue and integrity sufficient, in the people of 
this country to meet or put down what may be 
called the major vis—the money power, and the 
corporation power—except by meeting it with ite 
own weapons, and opposing to it a force not un- 
like that which it wields. The people of my own 
State, (said Mr. F.) one would suppose, have 
gone upon this principle; that is to say; to meet 
power of a certain kind, by the exercise aginst 
it of a power of the like kind.. Finding 
themselves in the incorporation of bank insti- 
tutions, ‘stepped in so far, that returning 
would be as bad as to go o'er,” they sre now, from 
necessity, to keep ina sound, healthy, state, in- 
stitutions created; obliged to croate al! that are 
asked for, that one may operate as u cheek to, and 
counteract the evil tendencies and effect of ths 
other. 

Mr. Speaker, the Bank of the United States 
recently chartered by the Legislature of Penn- 
sylvania, is a creature of Pennsylvania, As we all 
take wur wives, let them take that, for better and 
for worse, and not trouble us about bribery and 
corruption. Ifthey have been bribed. or felt the 
corrupting influence of money, the sooner 
they are in a state which will enable them 
to resist the one or the other, the better 
for them. [thought at the last session, when 
we with great unanimity repealed one of tha 
sections in the charter of the lite Bank of the 
United States, which, in the opinions of some 
men, was operative, notwithstanding the expir:tion 
of the charter itself; operative so far as to compel 
receiving officers te receive the bills of that sank, 
in the payment of Government dacs, we should 
not hear in the form of direct commun cations, any 
thing more of the monster, ani nothing move 
would be said of it, and nothing mere woul! be 
done in regard to it, until we took the proper 
steps to make it disgorge what it had belonging to 
us. Ihave been mistaken. 

In conclusion, said Mr. P. when tn onder to 
make that motion, I wil move; avd if now in ors 
der, will now move that thi iL be referred 
to ibe Cominittee of Ways sr 5 
i Mr. DENNY of Pepuylvanii ssid he reve to 
troubic the Howe with a remak or iwo, in conic- 
quence of the extraordinary ground taken by whe 
gentleman from New York, (Me. Mann ) t bad 
supposed, from the motion made by that sentie- 
man on yesterday, that his object was to submit at 
large some cogent and satisfactory argumenta for. 
indulging “my colleague (Mr. Galbrai } 
select committee. He has not done this, however, - 
and the only reason he has ur amounts to ihis: 
that it is apprehended soma ge may fake 
place in the opinions of the constituents of my 
colleague; therefore, the power of this Howe 
must be exercised to connteract it. f 

He sa; s there is a special reason for gram 


colleague, and this select comm!!tee is desire), in 
order “to resist this encroachment on the priasie 
ples of his (Mr. Galbraith’s) constituents, by this 
moneyed power’? TI presume it is known to most f 
geniemen on this floor that the bank chartered ^ 
by. Pennsylvania has established a branch at the 
town of Erie, in the county of Erie, and within 
the district represented by my colleague, 
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But, sir, this branch was authorized by the Le- 
gislature of Pennsylvania, and 1 believe at the 
special instance and request of the ‘constituents of 
my colleague. It was on the motion of the gen- 
tleman who represented the people of Erie coun- 
ty in the Legislature that the authority was given 
to establish this branch. It did not proceed from 
any spontaneous movement of the bank itself, 
This is termed an encroachment on “the princi- 
ples of the constituents of my colleague.” And 
because the gentleman imagines this measure may 
produce a change in the opinions of many of the 
constituents of my colleague, and cause them to 
differ from him, therefore we must interpose the 

“power of this House to prevent it.. We are call- 
ed on to interfere with the opinions of the people, 
where it is supposed they may differ from those 
entertained by their representative here. Carry 
out the argument, the same reason would justify 
our interfering with the press, And gentlemen 
might with equal propriety call for the power of 
this House to be exercised to put down a press es- 
tablished. in his district, because it might produce 
a change in the opinions or principles of his con- 
stituents. The doctrine is alarming, ani} claims 
for this~House a power which 1 cannot concede 
to it. 

If my colleague has views peculiar to himself on 
the subjects mentioned in the memorial, and which 
he thinks important, and worthy of being made 
public, the press is open to him; he can freely 
communicate them through that channel. Butt 
cannot agree that this. House should lend its sanc- 
tion to the doctrine contended for by the gentle- 
man from New York. | 

If any disposition is to be madc of the memorial, 
I have no great objection to sending the first 
branch of it to the committee indicated by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, Yet I think tie 
whole bad better be laid on the table. 

This memorial was gotten up Isst ycar at a pe- 
riod of political eXcitement. ‘Tne Presidential 
election was approaching, and something was to 
effected. ‘That contest is now over, and this me- 
worial might well have been left on the files of the 
House, So much of it as relates to an amendment 
of the constitution, I am willing should be referred 
to the committee alreacy having charge of propo- 
sitions for that purpose, 

With regard to the second part of the memorial, 
Tam opposed w any reference whatever. In this 
part of the memorial we are called upon to intix- 
fere with & State institution. And for what rea- 
son? Because the bank chartered by Pennsyl- 
vania has received and paid out noies formerly 

, put into circulation by the Bank of the United 
States, chartered by Congress. Has not every 
bank a right to do this? The Pennsylvania Bank 
of the United States is distinct from the otd Bank 
of the United States; they have different indivi- 
viduals as their presiding officers. Your power 
extends to the bank chartered by Congress; but 
you have no right to go into an examination of the 
affairs of the institution established by Pennsyl- 
vania; it is a State institution, not amenable to you, 
and over which you have no control- Large as 
ate the powers of this House, they can extend 
only to those institutions connected with this Go- 
vernment. That established by Pem snia is 
beyond your jurisdiction, and exclus vely within 

the jurisdiction of that State, and we cannot: inter- 
ere with it. 

Mr. CHAMBERS, of Pennsylvania, remarked 
that the memorial offered by his-colleagie (Mo 
Galbraith) presented for the consideration of the 
House subjects of general as wellas loca} interest 
—subjects that have elicited discussion, and will 
elicit more. In this memorial is asked an amend- 
ment of the Constitution of the United States, 
in matters not affecting a portion of the people, 
or cne part of the country, but an amendthent 
that is to control the action and legislation of the 
State Legislature and State authorities of all the 
States composing the Government, in relation to 
banking institutions and other corporaticns. 

Another branch of this memorial proposes an 
investigation of the acts and proceediigs of a 
Pennsyivania State institution, created and main- 
tained. by State authority; and the question now 


feces 
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before the House, and which is the su>ject of i 
discussion, is the reference. or disposition ‘o be i 
made of this memorisl, for whieh the mover asks į 
a seiect commi'tce to be raised. 

It is to be considered whether it is deserving of 
a reference to any committee, from the character 


of the memorial, and ihe circumstances’ under |i- 


which it is got up and presented. This memorial, | 
signed by twenty-eight citizens of Pennsylvania, 
was presented at the last session of Congress, and, 
by a vote of this House, was laid ca the takie, 
where it was allowed to rest. It has, however, 
been raised from the tomb of the Capulets, to 
whieh it was supposed to be consigne], and again 
brought before the House by my colle 

It has already performed its cffice: it was pre- 
sented to the last Congress by him, with such ps- 
marks as he choss tw make, and be has been al- 
lowed the opportunity of again presenting it, and 
making his remarks. This is enough, and as much 
probably as was expected, or ought to have been 
expected, for such a memorial. 

It is, however, now asked and pressed that a se 
lect commitiee shall be raised fer the speci 
purpose cf considering this memorial. It isunrea- 
sonedle that a scisct committee shou'd be formed 
and charged under the direction of this House 
with consisering certain proposed amendments to 
the Constitution, limiting State authority and State 
legislation in all the States, and abridging tlie rights 
of the people from one end of the Union to the 
other, on the application of 28 petitioners from 
one State, whose memerial hed beon presented to 
the last Congress, and bya vote of the House laid 
on the table, withont a refere 


rest, this House is asked to give my collearue, on 
this sleeping memorial, a select committes, te con- 
sider and report amendinents of the Constitution 
that shail restrain and limit State jurisdiction and 
legislation. It will tead to no amendment, nor 
wiil it lead to any legislation by this House, and it 
ought not to receive the attention that wouid 
seem to he given to it by raising u select enm- 
mittee. The most proper disposition of this me- 
morial would be such as was given it ai ihe last 
session—by laying it on the table. 

But, sit, if it i: .o have a reference toa commit- 
tee, that portion of it which relates to the amend- 
ment of the constitution should bz referred othe 
select committee some time since appoinied, and 
to which the various propositions in relation to the 
amendment cf the constitution have already been 
referred. 1t weuld be appivgriate fur that com- 
mittee to consider this. or other amendments that 
may be proposed. Is this Mouse going te set the 
precedent ofindulging every vet of petitioners, ke 
their numbers great ar smail, with a select cours. 
mittee to consider their projects? If this be es- 
tablished as the rule and practice of this House, 
these memorisis will multiply on our hands muci, 
with varicus schemes of amendment, and we shal! 
have as many projected amendments; and as many 
select cummittces, as there are ariicles in the 
constitution. Let us set no such precedent; but, 


re 
vet 
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i State rights, and usurping 


i power, as one of the 


| House has no jurisdicti 


if the House wiil give it a reference, let it be 
made to a committee already selected having 
charge ofthe subicct. = 

But another part of this memorial relates tc the 
acts and preseedings of a State bank in Pennsvl- 
vania. Ut is complained that the Pennsylvania 
United States Bask, in its business transations, 
uses, to a certain extent, some of the bank notes 
of the late United ates Bank. Whether i 
does or does aot, whether it is right or wrong 
in this, and whether it be anth d or pro- 
hibited, are questions and maiters with which 
this House has noihing to do; they belong to the 
people of Pernsylvania. It is a State institution, 
created by State authority, and smenable to our 
‘State judiciary and State Legis'ature for the 
abuses of its powers. if they be abused, 

“Our State tribunals are fully competent to take 
care of our State institutions and protect our citjj- 
zens, without the interference of this House, ina 


& 


£ + 


t 


matter of which it has no cogniż:nce or jurisdic- 
tion; and if it does interfere, it is by encroaching on 


H. of Reps. 


power and authority 
which dues not belong to it,- ` 

By whom is it that this House is asked to inquire 
into a subject belonging te the courts and Legisla- 
ture of Penraylvanii? Itison the memorial of 28 
peiitioners from Pennsylvania, out of a population 
of one million end ahalf; a memorial not now ema- 
nating from the people, complaining of any exist- 
ing or recent grievance or abuse, but raised up 
fram the old files of the House, where it was sup- 
posed to be buried. Is this afl that is required to 
induse the House to take Pennsylvania under its 
charge, and assume to do what belongs to the peo- 
pie of Pennsylvania and her State authorities? 
Against any such interference or assumption of 
representatives of Pennsyl- 


vania 1 protest. 

Bat, sir, we are told by the honorable member 
from New York, (Mr. Mann,) in more than a 
whisper, that there is a special reason and proprie- 
ty in indseiging my colleague with a select com- 
mitee, as he understood that this State bank was 
bout to locate a branch in the district of my col- 
Jeague; and as my honorable colleague (Mr. Gal- 


| brath) was sitting near the member from New 


Yor’, he may take tkis as his suggestion. It was 
further alleged as a reason for ths interference of 


, the House to make the inquiry, that the proposed 


branch of the State bank might, it was-apprehend- 
ed, corrupt the peaple o/ that district. 

Fhe location ef a branch of this State bank in 
that district is a question of pclicy, expediency, 
and power, for the consideration of the People 
and L ature of Pennsylvania. It belongs ex- 
clusivels to them and the bank, and they can and 
wi: settle the question for themselves. This 
on or power over it. ’ 
if the location of the branch in the district of 
H è isa grievance, tending to corrupt 
> ie, and they are opposed to it, how is it, 
out of a population of fifly thousand and more in 
that districi, it should be left to these twenty- 
cigne petitioners to take care of the interests of 
the people of that district, and to manifest their 


x 


egisi 


j oppesidon? 


Such cousiderations, thus supported, ought not 
to intiuence this House in assuming to legislate on 
a subject out of theis power and jurisdiction, and 
wiünan the power and cognizance alone of State 


|; authority. 


Kt es 
there w 


ot, E think, be seriously expected that 
be any legislation by this House ow this 


| memorial; and as the whole subject ig one calcu- 


lated to produce discussion, create excitement, 
rouse party feciings, and consume time, without 
leading ‘o any practical legislation, I move to lay 
the memorial, &c. on the table. 

Mr. Vi NDERPOEL said he was surprised that 
so much sensibility nad been discovered by gen- 
tlemen on account of the introduction of the peti- 
tion now under consideration. It stated no new, 
ro unknown grievances it proposed no ery 
strange or unreasonable remedy. I: proceeded on 
the essumpticn that gold and silver was the legal 
and constitutional currency of this country; and 
that in the place of gold and silver the coun ry 
was now inundated with a miserable paper cr- 
rency, continually expanding and expanding until 
we were threatened with an explosion, most terri- 
ble ånd overwhelming. And was there not much 
force i: the views which the petitioners took? Was 
it not true that the expansion of the paper system 
had, within the last three years, been most alarm- 
ing and unprecedented? Was it not true that by 
{his means a false and pernicious value had been 
given tu every tring, so that the poor man’s dol- 
lac now would not buy more than fifty cents would 
secure for him four years ago? From the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury the House would 
see that since the first day of January, 1834, the 
paper mo ey of the country had increased from 
seventy-six millions to more than one hundred and 
twenty millions of dollars, while iwithin the last 
two years one hundred and six new banks had 
been created, with capitals amounting to more 
than S1X¥¥ MILLIONS OF DOLLARS, and about: thire 
teen millions of dcllars had been added to the ca- 
pitals o: old banks, Many millions of banking 
capital have been added since the report of the 
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Secretary was made; and yet was it-not true that 
“the appetite of bank applicants seemed to in- 
crease with what it fed on??? Was there any 
prospect of satialing or gorging them? Did not 
this state of things give cause for alarm to the calm 
sober thinker and the patriot? He was not pre- 
pared to say that he was disposed altogether, or all 
at once, to dispense with, or put down, the paper 
sysiem. Such a scheme, with the hope of carry- 
ing it immediately into execution, would, perhaps, 
be as utopian as the rapid ‘and. continuing expan- 
sion of your paper system was alarming. Jt was 
necessary to deal with this subject with the, spirit 
of practical statesmen, not with the degmatical 
temper cf stiff and stera theorists, whe, after 
brooding over their favorite theory for years, until 
it becomes a sort of monomania, would bazard the 
most sudden and convulsing remedies, to carry 
it into practical execution. Ji was not al- 
ways wise to lose at once all respect for 
things that are, in order to bria about things 
that ought to be. Gradual alteratives were oft- 
times better thon violent remedies, which racked 
the system to death. Ie had within the fast three 
years (he spoke with much deference) heard the 
constitutional currency of the country too often 
stigmatized with vs dignified sppellation of gold 
humbug.” Vet it had often occurred to him that 
the feeling which dictated such opprobrious ebul- 
litions, found some extenuation in the imprzstica- 
ble schemes which scme of us entertained; in the 
belief that we could, and should, with one dold dash, 
rid the country of your one hundred and twenty 
or thirty millions of paper currency, and supply its 


place with a sufficiency of gold and silver fur the | 


various ramifications of the business of this vast 
and enterprising country. Yes, while there 
seemed to be those who believed that a paper cur- 
rency, however expanded, was harmless, there 
were others who seemed to suppose that we could 
at once repudiate the whole paper system, and 
usher ina “golden age,” without producing a re- 
vulsion, too serious to contemplate. It behouved 
us, if we were indeed intent upon doing something 
that was salutary, to avoid such extremes. The 
crisis called for a remedy from some quarter 
against a too expanded and continually expanding 
paper currency; and if kere was the place where 
the cure was to originate, a responsibility had in- 
deed devolved upon the wise doctors here assem- 
bled, that should put in requisition all their skill 
and all their wisdom. 

He had remarked that the petition represented 
to usan evil, as to the existence of which all gen- 
tlemen concurred, viz: the alarming multiplica- 
tion of banks by the States, and the danger which 
your expanded and expanding paper system por- 
tended; but while all concurred in the existence 
of the evil, there was much diversity of opinion in 
regard to the remedy. Many gentlemon iere sup- 
posed that a natural and an excellent remedy was 
already within our constitutional reach—that a na- 
tional vank was the best regulator of the curren- 
cy, the grand panacea by which the whole feverish 
monetary system was at once to be restored to sta- 
bility and health. There was another class of gen- 
tlemen, who believe that the power to ereate this 
alleged remedy was not conferred on us by the 
constitution; and if it hai been delegated to us, it 
was, at best, one of-those desperate remedies, that 
was worse than the disease. Another class of gen- 
tlemen believed that the remedy was to be found 
in a section of the Federal Constitution, which pro- 
hibits the States © from coining money, emiting 
bills of credit, or making any thing but gold and sil- 
ver a lawful tender” ‘The petitioners seemed to 
assume this position, and evidently desired a de- 
claratory ameudment of the constitution, indicating 
unequivocal, that this section of the const.tation 
inclides a preh bition against the States to make 
or emit paper money through the medium of in- 
corporated banks. The gentleman from Maseachu- 
setts (Mr. Lincoln) had denounced this position 
as preposterous. It was not necessiy for the pur- 
poze of the subject immediately under discussion, 
that he (Mr. V.) should contend that the bonora- 
bie gentieman from Massachuset s wrong in 
the view whieh he took of this point, xu] that the 
petitioners were ‘* righ,” but afier their sense of 

he true measing of the constitution had beea go 
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emphatically deuouncéd, if not ridiculed by the 
honorable gentleman, it was at least due to the 
petitioners to say, that they had very high author- 
ity for the construction which they seemed to 
give that clause of the constitution which prohi- 
bits the States from emitting hills of credit, or 
from making any thing but_gold and silver a law- 
fal tender! an authority which the gentleman from 
Massachusetts himself would be disposed to re- 
spect. Myr. Madison, in the forty-fourth number 
of the Federal-st, in commenting upon that sec- 
tion of the constiiztion which prohibits the States 
from coining money, emitting bills of credit, or 
Making any thing but gold and silver a lawful ten- 
der, remarks as follow:: 

“¥he extension of the prohibition to bills of 
credit must give pleasure to every citizen, in pro- 
portion to his love of justice, and his knowledge 
of the true springs of public prosperity. The 
loss which America has sustained since the peace, 
from the pestilential effeets of paper money on the 
necessary confidence between man and man, on 
the necessary confidence in the public councils, 
on the industry and morals of the people, and on 
tae character of republican government, consti- 
tutes an enormous debt against the States, charge- 
able with this unadvise} measure, which must 
long remain unsatisfied; or rather, an accumula- 
tion of guilt which can be expiated no oth: rwise 
than by a voluntary sacrifice on the altar of justice 
of the power which has been the insirument of it. 
In addition to these persuasive considerations, it 
may be observed, that the same reasons which 
show the necessity of denying to the States the 
power of regulating coin, prove with equal force 
that they cught not to be at liberty to substitute a 
paper medium in the place of coin. Had every 
Siate a right to regulate the value of its coin, 
there might be as many different currencies as 
States, and thus the intercourse betweeen them 
would be impeded; retrospective alterations in its 
value might be made, and thus the citizens of 
oth-r States be injured, and animesities be kin- 
died among the States themselves. ‘The subjects 
of foreign powers might suffer from the same 
course, and hence the Union be discredited and 
embro.led by the indiscretion of a single member. 
No one of these mischiefs is less incident to a 
power inthe States to emit. paper money than 
to cvin gold and silver. The power to make any 
thing but gold and silver a tender in payment of 
debts, is witodrawn from the States on the same 
principle with that of issuing a paper currency.” 

Sir, (said Mr. V,) here is a cotemporaneous ex- 
position of one section of the constitution, from 
the pen of one who bad well been denominated 
“the author and finisher of the constitution ” 
This was enough, at all events, to have saved the 
petitioners from the denunciations which their 
view of ths sense and meaning of one clanse of 
the constitucion had here encountered; and should, 
perhaps, have commanded a little more respect 
for tie. remedy they propose for the evils upon 
which they dwell. He was free to say, that if this 
clause of the constitution, prohibiting the Stuies 
from issuing bills of credit, included a prohibition 
on the authority of the States to make paper 
money, through the medium of incorporated 
banks, it might at this day, for any such purpose, 
be regarded as æ dead letter. The States had, for 
more than forty years, exercised the power of 
incorporating banks with power to issue notes; 
and if the original exercise of this power was 
founded in usurpation and error, (which he would 
not here fully discuss,) it was, at all events, an 
error so okl and so general as to have acquired 
the authority of right and law. Accozding to one 
of the max-ms cf the commen law, “Communis 
error facil jus,” and it would be expecting, if not 
asking too much, to suppose that, after the long 
exercise of this power by the States and the gene- 
ral acquiescence of the peopie therein, the ju- 
dicial tribunais of the country would now give 
a practical interpretation te the above clause of the 
constitution, in aceurdance with the view of Mr 
Madison. If it were right and proper then, dist 
there shouid be some regulating means by which 
shis power of the States could be restricted within 
reasonable limits, was not the prayer of the peti- 
tioners a reasonable one, proposing a feasible ob- 


ject? and did not their petition deserve. from us 
most respeefful, if not most sericus, consideration! 
Mr. V. said, he would repeat his surprise at the 
fact, that some gentlemen had discussed this peti- 
tion, as if it were so monstrous as not to be enti: 
tled even to common courtesy at our hands; but 
his surprise was somewhat diminished, when he 
reflected, that this petition proposed a meang of 
regulating the currency, other than thst which wag 
to be found in the fiat of a board of bank direeiora 
convened in Philadelphia, 

Having deemed it pertingnt to say what he had 
said, as to the nature, scope and object of the pe- 
tition, he would add a word asto the disposition 
that should be made of it, Ithad been remavked 
by one gentleman, that it ought to be referred ta 
one of the standing committecs of this House, and 
particularly to that committee which was appuinted 
upon that portion of the Presi ent’s message that 
related to amendments to the constitution, It sure. 
ly did not fairly come within the jurisdiction of 
that committee, because that was a select com. 
mittee appointed to take cognizance of a partica- 
lar subject; an amendment of tae constitution, 3¢ 
far as it regards the election.of President and Vice 
President. [Here Mr. Lincoln interrupted. Mr. 
V. and said that he thought the resolution ap- 
pointing that select committee was broad enough 
to include all amendments to the ‘constitution that 
might be proposed, and called for the reading uf 
the resolution.] Me. V. said, that the resolution 
was obviously retrospective, not prospective; it 
related merely to propositions pending before the 
louse at the time of tts passuge, and could not be 
construed to comprehend future propositions, ree 
lating to subjects other than the election of Pree 
sident and Vice President; and while he was up, 
he would take occasion to say a word about this 
select committee, annually, and for many. years 
past, appointed to consider the proposed am2nd- 
ments tothe constitution; and, in what he was 
about to say, he certainly cou’d mean no personal 
disrespect to that committee; for it had been his 
good or ill fortune last year, and now again, to be 
an humble member of it, and to be associated with 
pure and most enlightened gentlemen. It might, 
nevertheless, be called a ‘humbug committee,” 
year after year deliberating over the crude propo- 
sitions of gentlemen to amend the constitution; year 
after year reporting to the House some sage plan, 
but never yet, to his knowledge, (no doubt from 
the nature of the subject,) coming to any cynclu- 
sion that obtained the sarction of this House; 
whatever the cause, it seemed to be a body that 
produced no availabie fruit. i 

Another gentleman had remarked that this sub- 
ject properly belonged to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. For his part, he could not see there- 
motest connection between a proposition to amend 
the constitution in a particular of this description, 
and the duty of raisiag ways and means for the 
support of the Government; vor could he imagine 
any good reason for referring the petition to the 
Judiciary Committee, for it embraced an object 
that rose far above the ordinary range of the du- 
ties of your Committee on the Judiciery. He was 
for referring it to a select committee, who, appre- 
ciating its importance, woukl feel all becoming 
responsibility, and give us the result of calm, pas 
twit, and eniigitened deliberation. Me had felt 
it due to the petitioners, andto the subjset oi cbeir 
petition, to submit these remarks, and, iore espes 
cially, since, from the tenor of the remarks of some 
gentlemea, they seemed to consider the presenta- 
tion of this putition to us very extraordinary, if not 
insolent. : 

Mr. EVERETT of Vermont, said he had voted 
against laying the petition on the (able, and should 
vote for its reference to a select committee; and 
he desired, in a few words, to give the reason fox 
this course. The question derived ali its impor- 
tance from the motion of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, (Mr. Galbraith ) The petition, in 
itself, was deserving of but little consideration; it 

was got up during the list session, under partica- 
ler crcumstances, and fer a particular object, not 
now r-quiring the action of the House; nor was 
there any evidence that the petitioners desized its 
consideiation; but it had been adopted by the 
gentleman feom Pennsylvania as the occasion of 
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his motion for a special committee. - It was there- 
fore entitled to the same consideration as a résold: 
tion asking for an inquiry would be. He did not 
consider this motion as having been made merely 
on the responsibility of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, but as having been made on consuitation 
in concert: with the friends of the present, ‘or, 
rather, coming ‘administration. For a long time 
the public’ hadbeen entertained with general and 
vague propositions in relatiow tethe currency. For 
one, he was desirous that the administration should 


have an’ opportunity, and one that could not be, 


evaded, of Jaying before the country its specific 
view. ard plans on this subject. ae est 
"He hoped ‘a committee entirely favorable to its 
views should be raised, that its distinct plans might 

be laid before the country. 

* tiled plan, he wished to know it. He wished for 
something more then non-committal. - If it was 
intended to make war on the power of the States 
te incorporate. banks, the sooner it was known 
the better. If the plan of a specie currency was 
to be adopted, he wished to he informed how it 
was tobe effected; he wished to see some prác- 
tical plan proposed; he wished to give the admin- 
istration an opportunity to show their head. The 
gentleman from New York (Mr. Vanderpoel) had 
assigned, unintentiunally probably, a reason why 
it should be referred to the committee raised on 
amendments to the constitution. He had styled 
that committee a numBue committee, and it would 
seem to follow that this subject might, with great 
propriety, be referred to that committee; but he has 
assigned a sufficient reason why it should not be 
referred to that committee. He said, that I agree 
with him, that that committee was not appointed 
with a'view to this particular subject. Let acom- 
mittee, ‘then, be appointed with a view to this 
subject—a committee that. will /ully expose the 
views of the administration; let us have their de- 
finite plans; something responsible. It is of im- 
mense importance, not only to the commercial 
interest, but to the country at large, that the 
questions in relation to the currency should be 
settled. 

_ Mr. EVERETT having concluded his remarks, 
Mr. HANNEGAN called for the previous ques. 
tion, which the House seconded—yeas 85, nays 735, 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina called for 
the yeas and nays on the question of taking the 
main question; which were ordered, and were as 
follows: oe 


YEAS—-Messrs. Anthony, Barton, Beale, 
Black, Bockee, Boan, Borden, Bouldin, Bovee, 
Boyd, Brown, Bunch, Cambreleng,. Carr, Casey, 
Chaney, Chapin, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, 
Craig, Cramer, Davis, Doubleday, Dunlap, Efner, 
Fairfield, Fowler, French, Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, 
James Garland, Gillet, Glascock, Haley, J. Hall, 
Hamer, Hannegan, A. G, Harrison, Tlenderson, 
Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Hun. 
tington, Huntsman; Ingham, Jarvis, Joseph John- 
son, Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Benjamin 
Jones, Kennon, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, La 
porte, Joshua Lec, Thomas Lee, Leonard, Lo- 
gan, Loyall, Lucas, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, 
Martin, William Mason, Moses Mason, McCarty, 
McKim, McLene, Miller, Montgomery,. Moore, 
Morgan, Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, Parker, 
Parks, Patterson, Franklin Pierce, Dutee J, 
Pearce, Phelps, John Reynolds, Joseph Rey- 
nalds, Ripley, Schenck, Seymour, Shields, Shinn, 
Sickles, Smith, Speight, Taylor, Thomas, Jobn 
Thomson, Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener 
Wardwell, Webster, Weeks, Thomas T. White. 
sey, and Yell—108. ; 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Ash 
Ashley, Bailey, Bell, Bond, Briggs, Wiiliam 3. 
Calhoun, Campbell, Carter, George Chambers 
John Chambers, Chetwood, Childs, Nathaniel i. 
Claiborne, Clark, Corwin, Crane, Cushing, Dar. 


lington, Dawson, Deberry, Denny, Elmore, By:. 


ans, Everett, Forester, Graham, Granger, Graves, 
Grayson, Griffin, Harlan, Harper, S. 8. Harrison, 
Hazeltine, Heister, Hoar, Howell, Janes, J enifer, 
Henry Johnson, Lawler, Lawrence, Lav, Luke 
Lea, Lewis, Lincoln, Sampson Mason, Maury, 
McComas, MeKay,. McKennan, Mercer, Pearson, 
Pettigrew, : Peyton, 


If there was any set- ` 


Philips, Pickens, Pinckney, {j 


Potts, Reed, Rencher, Richardson, Robertson, 
Rogers, Russell, Augustine H: Shepperd, Slade, 
Sloane, Spangler, Standefer, Steele, Storer, Talta- 
ferro, Waddy Thompson, Underwood, Vinton, 
Washington, White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis 
Williams, and Yonng—84. ~ 

So the Heuse determined that the main question 
be now put, being the reference to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

Mr. EVERETT asked that the question might 
be taken first on that portion of the memorial 
which related to the proposed amendment to the 
constitution; and, secondly, on that portion rela 
tive to the issue by the Bank of Pennsylvania o- 
the old notes of the United States Bank, and the 
division was ordered. 

And the main question being on the commit- 
ment of the first portion of the memorial to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, was taken, and 
decided in the negative. : 

And the second portion of the main question 
being on the commitment of the second part of 
the memerial to the Committce of Ways and 
Means, was then taken, and decided in the nega- 
tive. 

Sọ the Heise refused to commit the memorial 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The questicn then recurred on committing the 
first portion of the memorial to a select commiitee, 
as moved by Mr. Garnnarru; which motion pre- 
vailed. i 5 

And the questicn was then taken on committing 
the second portion of the memorial to the said 
select committee; and was decided inthe afirma- 
tive. 

So the memorial was referred to a select commit- 


; tee, toconsisi of nine members, 


[The committee consists of the following gentle- 
men: Messrs. GALBRAITH of Pennsylvania; Srnreut 
of North Carolins; EVERETT, of Vermont; Mason, 
of Maine; Lincotn of Massachusetts; Manx of 
New York; Jewe of Maryland; Horsey of 
Georgia; and Craie of Virginia. 
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REMARKS OF MR. DUNLAP, 
Or Tennegses, 

In the House of Representatives, Jan. 3, 1837—0n 
the resolutivua proposing an inguiry into the 
condition of the Executive Departments. 

Mr. DUNLAP said he regretted the necessité 
there was for him to cccupy the time of the 
House on this question, but from the remarks tha 
had just fallen from the honorable gentleinan from 
South Carolina, (Mr. Pickens,) he felt it a duty 
he owed to the Executive, as one of the Represen- 
tatives from Tennessee, to answer some of the re 
marks of the honorable gentleman, and io corrert 
him asto some of the facts he had stated, Phe 
gentieman from South Carolina has charged Gen. 
dackson with dictating to the American pecple 
who should be his successor, and by bargain, in- 
trigue, and corruption, to have actually made the 
American people vote for and elect his successor. 
To prove these premises to be true, the gentleman 


has referred to a public speech made by an hon- ! 


orable Senator from Tennessee, (Judge White,) 
in which the President is charged of having pro- 
posed to make the honvrable Senator Vice Presi- 
dent, if he would not run for the Presidency 
Mr. D. said the honorable gentleman has sko re- 
ferred to the speech of his honorable colleague, 
(Mr. Peyton.) made a few days since in this 
House, in which the President is charged with in- 
terfering with the elections in Tennessee, and 
abusing a portion of the Repr atives from 
that Stete. Mr. D. said he had it irom the mouth 
of the President, that he never made such a propo- 
sition as the one mentioned in Judge White’s 
speech; and that he never said that one of his col- 


‘leagues, (Mr. Shields,) was of no account, and that 
“his constituents ought to send some one that was 
: of some account; nor did he ever say that another 
- of his colleagues (Mr. Huntsman) was oa the fence, 


and no one Knows which side he will fall. These 
charges the President pronounces to he fake. 
Now, sir, said Mr. D. if the premises of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina are erroneous, his con- 
ciusions must necessarily be so. oes 
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Mr. D. said the administration of President 
Jackson had been more violently attacked than 
that of any other President. The opposition to it | 
“had made charge after charge against it; and no 
doubt often without knowing whether they were 
true or false; and they had misrepresented what 
the President had said about persons who had 
always supported his administration, to make them 
his enemies, and thus get them to give publicity 
to those charges. Mr. D. said he regretted very 
much that either of his colleagues should have 
thought it necessary for them to make the charges 
they did against the Executive. He was. the 
adopted son of Tennessee; he had spent a life 
from boyhood to where he now lies, on a bed of 


| sickness, in the service of his country; he has often 


led the sons of Tennessee to victory and glory, 
and has gained for himself and his favorite Tennes- 
ses imperishable renown Mr. D. said he should 


! have felt that he had done injustice to the Presi- 


dent, to his constituents, to his State, and to his, 
country, if ke had kept his seat, and had not given 
the House the information he had. 

Be said he was a native Tennessean, and proud 
of the name; that he was at all times ready to de- 
fend the character of his State ur her sons; for it 
is the character of the public servant that gives 
character to the States. In detracting from the 
character of General Jackson, you detract from 
the character of the State. Sir, (said Mr. D.) 
General Jackson has given to the State of Tennes- 
see more tharacter than any of her other citizens. 
Mr. D. said he knew full well that great efforts. 
had been made to get Tennessee in opposition to 
the President, but that could never be done. 
Tennesseans were governed by principle. Al- 
though a majority of them differed with the Pre- 
sident as to who should be the successor, they 
were net cpposed to him or to his administration. 
Mr. D. said he was opposed to the election of 
Mr. Van Buren, and in favor of his colleague, 
(judge White.) He was fer him for his worth 
and merit, bet he was not prepared to take the 
course of the gentleman from South Carolina, 
who bad declared open and uncompromising war 
against the next administration. Sir, (said Mr. 
D.) how does that gentieman know what will be 
the principles upon which the next President will 
administer this Government? Mr. Van Buren has 
been clected by a majority of the States and a 
majority of the people; and it is to be presumed 
that he will administer it on the good old republi- 
can principles; and if so, he should most unques- 
tiopably support his administration. He would 
not oppose or support any administration, but 
upon principle. 

Mr, D. said he would now say a few 
words to the friends of the administration, 
The gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wise,) had 
preferred a general charge against the Execu- 
tive officers of this administration, and asked that 
a committee might be appointed to examine all of 
them. Mr, D. said, he hoped no friend of thead 
ministration would shrink from this general inves” 
tigation. ‘We now had it in our power to si- 
lence the siang of the enemies of the administra- 
tion ror ever, by letting them go and examine all 
the offices, and if there has been any frauds or 
corruptions in any of them, let the brand of in- 
famy be fixed on them, and let the country and all 
future administrations know they are unworth 
to be trusted. We know, (said Mr. D.) and the 
American people know. that it is impossible for 
the President to know all the persons he has to ap- 
point to office, and that he has to depend on his 
friends for information, and, in some instances, he 
may have been imposed on, and unworthy men re- 
commended to him. If there are any ‘such, let 
them be nunted out, and their crimes made known 
to this House and the whole American people, 

Mr. D. said, if any amendment should be adept- 
ed, it wou'd give the enemies of the administra- 
tion an opportanity of saying they were limitedin 
their inquiries, and that the adm‘ni:tration was 
afraid of a general investigation. As one of the. 
jriencs of the administration (Mr. D. said) he 
was for the broadest inquiry, and he would. vote 
for the inquiry in the way they, desired. it, that 
thee should be no excuse that they were limited, , 


Inreply to Mr. Peyton, 
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Recission of the Treasury Order—Mr. Webster. 


Mr. DUNLAP said he had but performed 5 


; R : Y 
-in saying what he had, a:.d if he had not done it, 


he would have been unworthy to be the represen- 
tative of the thirteenth Congressional district 
Tennessee; that he performed his duty witho: 
regard of consequences to himself. He did not 
conceive that bis colleague had any right to corn- 
plain of his course, as he was but answering 
charges that had been made against the President, 
and if they were untrue, his colleague should bave 
been gratified to learn that the Preside: was not 
guilty of the charges that had beea imputed to 
him, Mr. D. said that his colleague (Mr. Pey- 
ton) had not given his statement of what the Pre- 
sident should have said as being made to him, but 
to others, and by them communicated tohim. r. 
D. said it was but due to his two colleagues 
(Messrs, Sareros end Huxrsmax) that he should 
have made the statement he did. Mr. D. said he 
had called to seo the President in his sick room, 
and the President spoke to him of the charges hi 
ememies had made against him, and the efforts 
they were making to alienate his friends from him, 
and then mentioned that my colleague had charged 
him with saying about my other tro collengucs, 
and the President said he never had made use of 
any such expressions about either of them: that the 
statement was false. Mr. D. said the gentleman 
from South Carolina had taken the facts stated by 
my colleague as undeniably true; and if he had 
remained silent and let the speech of the gentle- 
man gone to the country as true, he would have 
been guilty of a dereliction of duty, not only to 
the Executive, but to his conntry, for which his 
constituents would never have forgiven him. Mr. 
D. said he had done his duty, and would doit! 
again under similar circumstances, disregarding 
the consequences to himself. 


SPEECH OF MR WEBSTER, 
Or MASSACHUSETTS, 
‘In Senate, Dee. 21, 1836---on the Specie Circular. 

The Senate having again proceeded to the or- 
der of the day, which wes the cousideration of the 
following resclutions, heretofore moved by Mr, 
Ewing of Ohio: 

Aicsolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, &¢c, That the Treasury order of the 11th 
day of July, anno Domini one thousand cight hun- 
dred and thirty-six, designating the funds which 
should be receivable in payment for public lands, 
be, and the same is hereby, rescinded. 

` Resolved, also, That it shall not be lawful for the 
Secretary of the Treasury to d:legaie to any per- 
son, or to any corporation, the power of directing 


what fands shall be receivable for customs, or- for 
the public lands; nor shall he make any discrimi. 
nation in the funds so receivable, between differ- 
ent individuals or between the different branches 
of the public revenue. 

Mr. WEBSTER addressed the Senate as fol- 
lows: i 

Mr. Prestpunt: The power of disposing of this 
important subject is in the hands of gentlemen, 
both here and elsewhere, who are not likely to be 
influenced by any opinions of mine. I have no 
mutive, therefore, for addressing the Senate, but 
to discharge a public duty, and io fuifil the ex- 
pectations of these who look to me for opposition, 
whether availing or unavailing, to whatever I be- 
lieve to be illegal or injurious to the public inte- 
rests, In both these respects, the Treasury order 
of the 11th of July appears to me objectionable. 


I think it not warranted by law, and 1 think italso 
practically prejudicial, I think it has contributed 
not a little to the pecuniary difficuities under 
which the whole country has been, and still is, la- 
boring; and that its direst effect on one particular 
part of the country is still more decidedly and 
severely unfavorable. 

The Treasury order, cr Yreasury circular, of 
the 11th of July last, is addressed by the Secretary 
to the receivers of public money, and to tae de- 
posite banks. It instructs these receivers and 
these banks, after the 15th day of August then 
neat, to receive in payment of the public lands 
nothing except whei is directed by existing laws, viz: 
gold and silver, and, in the proper eases, Virginia 


| 
| 


_ The excepiioa in favor of Virginia scrip is 
founded on a particular act of Congress, and 
Takes no part of the gerarat question, Et is not 
necessary, therefore, to refer farther to that ex- 
ception. The substance of the general instruc- 
tion is, that muting but gold and silver shail bere- 
esived in payment for public lands; provided, how- 
cver, thatactnal setilers and Zona fde residents in 
the States where the sales are made may purchase 
In quantities not execeding 320 acres each, and 
be allowed to pay as heretofore. But this provi- 
sion was limited to the 15h day of December, 
which has nuw passed; so that, by virtue of this 
order, gold and siiver are now required of al? pur- 
chasers, and for all quaatitics. 

fam very glad that a resolution to rescind this 
order has been thus early introduced; ‘and T ara 
giad, tao, since the resolntion is to be opposed, 
t cpposition comes early, in a bold, unequivo- 
cal, ant decid:d form, The order, it seems, is to 
be defended as being both legal and useful. Let 
ifs dcfenee, then, be made. 

The bonerable member from Missouri (Mr. Ben- 
ten) objects eyen io giving the resolution to re- 
scind a second reading. Ha avails himself of his 
right, though it be not ascording to general prac- 
tice, to arrest the progress of the measure at its 
first stage. "Fhis, at least, is open, bold, and man- 
ly warfare. 

The honorable member, in his claborate speech, 
founds his opposition to this resolation, and his 
support of the Treasury order, on those general 
principles respecting currency, which he is known 
to entertain, and wich he hes maintained for 
many years. His opinions same of us regard as 
altogether ultra and impracticable; looking to 4 
state of things nut desirable in itself, even if it 
were practicable, and, if it were desirable, as be- 
ing far beyond the power of this Government to 
bring about. 

The honorable member has manifested much 
perseverance, and abundant labor, most undoubt- 
edly, in support of his opinions; he is understood, 
also, to have had countenance from high plices; 
and what new hopes of success the present mo- 
ment holds ont out fo him, I am not able te judge, 
but we shall probably soon sce. [tis precisely on 
vn opinions that he 
f sury order. A qnes- 
tion, therefore, is at once raised between the gen- 
tleman’s principles and opinions, en the subject 
of the currency, and the principles and opinions 
which have generally prevailed in the country, 
I which are, and have been, entirely opposite to 

That question is now about to be put to the 
vole of the Senate In the progress, and by the 
termiaation of this discussion, we shall learn 
whether the gentieman’s sentiments are, or are 
not, to prevail far, st least, as the Senate is 
coacerned. The country will rejoice, F am sure, 
to see some declaration of the opinions of Con- 
gress on asuhject about which so much has been 
said, and which is so well calculated, by its per- 
petual agitation, to disquiet and disturb th: confi- 
dence of society. 

We are now fast approaching the day when 
one administration goes out of office, and another 
is te come in. The country has an interest in 
learning ss soon as possible whether the new ad- 
ministration, while it receives the power and pa- 
tronage, is to inherit, alse, the topics, and the pro- 
jects, of the past; whether it is to keep up the 
‘avawal of the e objects and the same schemes, 
especially in regard to the currency. The order 
of the Secretary is prospective, and, on the fice 
of it, perpetual. Nothing in or about it gives it the 
least appearance of a temporary measure, On the 
contrary, iis terms imply no limitation in point of 
duration, and the gradual manner in which it is 
to come into operation shows plainly an intention 
of making it the setiled and permanent pelicy cf 
Government. Indeed, it is but new beginning its 
complete existence. It is only five or six days 
since its fall operation has commenced. Ts it to 
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stand, as the law of the land and the rule’ of the 
Treasury, under the administration which is “to 


ensue? And are those notions of an exclusive 
specie currency, and opposition to ai banks, on 


which it is defended, to be espoused and thain- 
tained by the new administration,. as. they have 
been by its predecessor? These are questidns, 
not of mere curiosity, but of the highest interest 
to the whole country. : 7 ae 

In considering this order, the first thing natu- 
rally is to look for the causes which led to it, or are 
assigned for its promulgation. And these, on the 
face of the order itself, are declared to be “come 
plaints which have been made of frauds, specula- 
lions, and monopolies in the purchase of the pub- 
lic lands, and the aid which is said to be given. to 
effect these objects by excessive bank credits, 
and dangerous, if not partial, facilities through 
bank drafts and bank deposites, and the general 
evil influence likely to result to the public inte- 
rest, and especially the safety of the great amount 
of maney in the Treasury, and the sound condi- 
tion of the currency of the country, from the 
further exchange of the national domain in this 
manner, and chicfly for bank credits and paper 
money.” 

This is the catalogue of evils to be cured by 
this order. In what these frauds consist, whet 
are the monopolies complained of, or what is pre- 
cisely intended by these injurious speculations, we 
are not informe. Allis left on the general súr- 
mise of fraud, speculation, and menopoly. Itis 
not avowed, or intimated, that the Government 
has sustained any loss, either by the receipt of 
bank notes, which proved not to be equivalent to 
specie, or in any other way. And it is not a lit- 
tle remarkable, that these evils of fraud, specula- 
tion, and monopoly, should have become so énor- 
mous, and so notorious, cn the Lith of July, as to 
require this Executive interference for their sup- 
pression, and yet that they should not have reach- 
ed such a height as to make it. proper to lay the 
subject before Congress, although Congress re- 
mained in session until within seven days of the 
date of the order: “And what makes this circum- 
stance still more remarkable, is the fact that in 
his annual message at the commencement of the 
same session, the President had spoken of the 
rapid sales of the public lands as one of the moat 
gratifying proofs of the general prosperity of the 
country, without suggesting that any danger what- 
ever was to be apprehended from fraud, specula- 
tion, cr monopoly. His words were: ‘Among 
the evidences of the increasing prosperity of the 
country, not the least gratifying is that afforded 
by the receipts for the sales of the public lands, 
which amount, in the present year, to the unex- 
pected sum of $11,000,000.” From the time of 
the delivery of that message down to the date of 
the Treasury order, there had not been the least 
change, so far as I know, or so far as we are in- 
formed. ‘in the manner of receiving payment for 
the public lands. Every thing stood on,the 11th 
of July, 1836, as it had stood at the opening of the 
session, in December, 1835. How so different a 
view of things happened to be taken at the two 
periods, we may be able to learn, perhaps, in the 
further progress of this debate. ) 

The order speaks of the “evil influence” likely 
to result from the further exchange of the publie 
lands into “paper money.” Now, this is the very 
language of the gentleman from Missouri. - He 
habitually speaks of the notes of all banks, how- 
ever solvent, and howsv:r promptly their “notes 
may be redeemed in gold and silver, as “paper 
money? The Secretary has adopted the honora- 
ble member’s phrases, and he speaks, too, of all 
the bank notes received at the land offices, al- 
though every one of them is redeemable ih Specie, 
on demand, but as so much “paper money. : 

ia this respect, also, sir, I hope We may know 
more a3 we grew older, and be able to leara wheth- 
in times to come, as in times recently passed, 
ly obnoxious and odious character of **pa- 
per money” is to be applied to the issues of all the 
banks in all the States, with whatever punctuality 
ihey redeem their bills. This is quite new, as 
financial language. By paper money, inits obnox- 
ious sense, I understand paper, issued on credit 
alone, without capital, without funds assigned for 
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Recission of the Treasury Order—Mr. Webster. 


Dee. 1836: 


Senate. 


But if the constitution knows only gold and | 


its payment, resting only on the gocd faith and the 
future ability of those who issue it. Such was the 


paper money of our revolutionary times; and such, 


. perhaps, may have been the true character of the 


„Paper of particular institutions since Bat the 
notes of banks of competent capita’s, limited in 
amount to.a due proportion to such capitals, made 
‘payabie on demand in gold and silver, and ulweys 
so paid on demand, are paper money in. no sense 
but one; that Is to say, they are made of paper, and 
they circulate as money. And it may be proper 
enough for those who maintain that nothing should 


| 80 circulate but gold and silver, to denominate such 


bank notes “paper money,” since they regard them 


. but as paper intrude:s into channels which should 


flow only with gold and silver. 1f this language 
of the order is authentic, and ia to be so hereafter, 
and all bank notes are to be regarded and stigma- 
tized as mere ‘paper money,” the sooner the coun- 
try knows it the better. 

The member from Missouri charges those who 
wish te rescind the Treasury oider. with two ob- 
jects—first to degrade and disgrace the President, 
and, n: xt, to overthrow the constitutional curren- 
cy of the country. 

For my own part, sir, I denounce nobody; I 
seek to degrade or Cisgrace nobody. Holding the 
order iNega! and unwise, I shall certainly vote to 
rescind it; and, in the discharge of this duty, I 
hope I am not expected. to shrink back, lest Į 
should do something which might call in question 
the wisdom of the Secretary, or even of the Presi- 


= dent. And I bope that so much of independence 


as may be manifested by free discussion and an 
honest vote is not to cause denunciation frum any 
quarter — If jt should, let it come, 
Aa to an attempt to overthrow the conatitution- 
_alcurrency of the country, if I were now to enter 
into such a dosign, [should be beginning, at rather 
a late dey, to wage war against the efforts of my 
whole political hfe. From my very first concern 
_ with public affiire, F have looked at the public 
currency as a matter of the highest interest, and 
hope I have given sufficient proofs of a disposi- 
tion at all. times to maintain it sound and secur s 
against all attacks and all dangers. When I first 
entered the other House of Congress the currency 
was exceedingly deranged. Most of the banks 
had stopped payment, and the circulating mediam 
had then become, indeel, paper money. So soon 
-as R state, of piace enabled us, I took some part 
in. an effort, with others, to restore the currency 
toa better state; and stecess: followed that effort. 
But what is meant by the “ constitutional curren- 
cy,” about which so much is said? What species, 
or furms of cwrency, does the Constitution allow, 
abd what does it forbid? It is pain enough that 
this depends on what we understand by currency. 


> Currency, ina large, and perhaps in a just sense, 


includes: not on'y goid and silver and bank nites, 
. bat bills of exchange also, 1t may include all that 
adjusts cxchanger, and settles calanses, in the 
Operations of tade and business Bat if we ane 


. derstand by currency the /egal money of the coun- 
try, that which constitutes a lawful tender for 


debts, and is the statute messury of value, then, 
undoubtediy, nothing is included but gold and sil- 
ver. Most unquestionably there is no legal tender, 
and there can be ro Segal tender, in ths country, 
under the awhority of this Government or any 
other, but. goid and silv.-r, either the coinage of 
our own mints, or foreign coins, at rates regulated 
by Congress. . This is a constitutional privciple, 
perfectly plain, and of the very highest impor- 
tance. The Staies are expressly prohibited from 
making any thing but gold and silver a tender in 
payment of debts; and, although no such express 
prohibition is applied to Congress, yet, as Con- 


` gress has no power granted toit, in this re spect, but 


to coin money, and to regulate the value of for- 


_ €ign coins, it clearly has no power to substitute 


paper, cr any thing else, for coin, as a tender in 


payment of debts, and in discharge of contracts. i 
Congress has exercised this power, fully, in both’ 


its branches. Ithas coined mosey, and still coins 
‘it; it ha’ regulated the value of foreign coins, and 
stil regulates their value. The legal . tender, 
‘Aberetore, the constitutional standard of value, is 
established, and cannot be overthrown. — To oyer« 
throw it, would shake the whole system, 


‘ater the legal means of paying for lands, with any 


silver as a legal tender, does it follow that the con- | 
stitution cannot tolerate the voluntary circulation | 
of bank notes, convertible inio gold and silver at | 
the will of the holder, as part of the actual mo- } 
ney of the country? Is a man not only to be en- | 
titled to demand gold and silver for every debt, 
but is he, or should he be, obliged to demand it | 
in all cases? Is it, opr- should. Governmest make | 
it, unlawful to receive pay in any thing e'ss? Such ] 
a notion is too absurd to be seriously treated. | 
‘The constitutional zender is the thing to be pre: | 
served, and it ought to be preserved, sacredly, 

under all circumstances. The rest remains for ju- 

dictous legislation by those who have competent ! 
authority. | 

I have already said that Congress has never sup- | 
posed itself authorized to make any thing but | 
coin a tender, in the payment of debts, between | 
individual and individual; but it by no means fol- | 
lows from this, that it may not authorize there- | 
ceipt cf any thing but coin in payment of debis 
due to the United States, 

These powers are distinct, and flow from diffe- 
rent sources. The power of coinage is » general 
power; a portion of sovereignty, taken from the 
States and conferred on Congress, for the sake 
both of uniformity and of greater security. It is 
to be exercised for the benefit of al! the people, 
by establishing a legal tender and standard of va- 
lue in all transactions. 

But when Congress lays duties and taxes, or dis- 
poses of the public lands, it may direct payment 
to be made in whatever medium it pleases. The 
autority to lay taxes includes the power of deciding 
how they shali be paid; and the power granted 
by the constitution to dispose of the te:ritory be- 
longing to the United States, carries with it, of 
course, the power of fixing not enly the price, 
and the couditions, and time of payment, but also 
the medium of payment. Both in respect to du- 
ties and taxes, and payments for lands, it has 
been, accord'ngly, the constant practice of Con- 
gress in its discretion, to provid: for the receipt 
of sundry things, besides gold and silver. As 
early as seventeen hundred and ninety-seven, the 
public stocks of the Government were made re- 
ceivable for lands sold; the six per cents. at par, 
and other descriptions of stock in proportion. 
This policy had, probably, a double purpose in 
view—the one to sustain the price of the public 
stocks, and the other to hasten the sale and settle- 
ment cf the lands. Other statutes have given the 
Vike receivable character to Mississippi stock, and 
to Virginia land scrip. So Treasury notes were 
made receivable for duties and taxes; and, indeed, 
if any such should now be found entstan ‘ing, I 
believe they constitute a lawful mode of payment, | 
at the present moment, whether for duties and 
taxes, or for lands. 

But, in regard both to taxes and psyments for | 
linds, Congress has not left the subject without 
complete legal regulation, It hasexercised its fail j 
power. The statutes hive declared what should : 
be received, from debtors and from purchasers, 
and have left no ground whatever for the inter- 
ference of Executive discretion, cr Executive 
control, So faras I know, there has been no pe- 
riod when this subject was not subject to express 
legal provision. When the duty act and the ten- 
nage act were passed, at the first session of the first 
Congress, an act was passed also, at the same ses- 
sion, containing a section which prescribed the 
coins, and fixed their values, in which thost du- 
ties were ta be paid. From that time to this, the 
medium for the payment of public debts and ducs 
has been a matter of fixed legal right, and not a 
matter of Executive discretion at all. The Secre- 
tary of the Treasury has had no more power over 
these laws than over other laws. He can no more 
change the legal mode of paying the duty than he 
can change the amount ofthe duty to he paid; or 


more propriety than he can alter the price of the 
Jands themselyes, It would be strange, indeed, if 
this were not so, ‘It would be ridiculons to say 
that we Hye: under a Government of laws, if an | 
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Executive officer may say say in what currency, op 
medium, a man a! pay his faxes and debts to | 
Government, and may make one rule for ong Man, 


and another rule for another. We might as well 
admit that the Secretary had authority to remit or 
give in the debt of one, while he enforced pay- 
ment on the oiher. i 

I desire, sir, evenat the expense of some repe- 
tition, to fix the attention of the Senate to this 
proposition, that Congress, having by the consti- 
tution authority to dispose of the public territory, 
has passed laws for the complete exercise of that 
power; laws which not only have fixed the price 
ofthe public lands, the manner of sales, and the 
time of payment, hut which have fixed also, with 
equal precision, the medium, or kinds of money, or 
of other things, which shail be received in pay- 
ment. It has neglected no part of this important 
trast; it has delegited no part of it; it has left no 
ground, not an inch, for executive interposition. 

The only question, therefore, is, what is the 
law, or what was the law, when the Secretary 
issued his order? 

The Secretary considers that that which has 
been uniformly done for twenty years, that is to 
say, the receiving of payment for the public lands 
in the bills of specie paying banks, is against law. 
He callsit an “indulgence;” and this “indu'gence” 
the order proposes to continue for a limited time, 
and in favor ef a particular class of purchasers, 
If this were an indulgence, and against law, one 
might well ask, how has it happened that it should 
have continued so long, especiaily through recent 
years, marked by such a spirit of therough and 
searching reform? [t might bè asked, too, if this 
be ilegal, and an indulgence only, why continue 
it longer, and especially why continue it as to 
some, and refuse to continue it as to others? 

But, sir, it is time to turn to the statute, and to 
see what the legal provision is. On the 30th of 
April, 1816, a resokition passed both Houses of 
Congress It was in the common forn of a joint 
resolution, and was approved hy the President; 
and no one doubts, 1 suppose, that, for the pur- 
pose intended by it, it was as- authentic and valid 
as a law in any other form. It provides, that 
“from and after the 20th day of February next 
[1817] no duties, taxes, debts, or sums of money, 
accruing or becoming payable to the- United 
States, ought to be collected or received other- 
wise than in the legal currency of the United 
States, or Treasury notes, or nutes of the Bank of 
the United States, or in notes of banks which are 
payable in speci ou demand in the said legal cur- 
rency of the United States,” 

This joint resolution authoritatively fixed the 
rights of parties paying, and the duties of officers 
receiving. So far as respects the notes of the 
Bank of the United States, it was altered by a 
law of the last session; but, in all other particu- 
lors, itis, as I suppers, in fuiltorce at the present 
moment; and as it expr-ssly authorizes the receipt 
of such bank notes as are payable and paid on de- 
mand, I cannot understand how the receipt of 
such notes is a matter of “indulgence.” We 
may as well say that to be allowed to pay in 
Treasury notes, or in forcign coins, or, indeed, in 
our own gold and silver, is an indulgence, since 
the act places ali on the same ground, 

The honorable member from Missouri hag, in- 
deed, himself furnished a complete answer to the 
Secretary’s idea; that is to say, he defends the 
orderon grounds not only differing from, butto- 
tally inconsistent with, those assumed by the 
Secretary. He does not consider the receipt-of 
hank notes hitherto, or up to the time of issuing 
the order, as an indulgence, but as a lawful right 
while it lasted. How he proves this right to be 
now terminated, and terminated by force of 
the order, [shail consider presentiy. I only say 
now, that his argument entirely deprives the Se. 
erctary of the only ground assigned by him for 
the Treasury order. 3 

The Secrataty direcis the receivers “to receive 
in payment of the public lands nothing exeept 
what is directed by the existing laws, viz: gold and 
silver, aud, in the proper cases, Virginia land 
scrip.” Gold and silver, thes, and, in the proper 
cases, Virginia land scrip, are, in the opinion of 
the Secretary, all that is directed to. be received 
by the existing laws. The receipt of bank notes 
he considers, therefore, but an indulgence, a thing 
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against law, to be tolerated a little longer, as to 
some cases, and then to be finaily suppressed. 

Apparently not at all satisfied witb this view of 
the Secretary, of the ground upon which bis own 
order must stand, the member irom Missouri not 
only abandons it ehogether, but sets up another, 
wholly inconsistent with it, He admits the legal- 
ity of payment ia such bank notes up to the date 
of the order itself, but insists that (he Secretary 
of the ‘Treasury had a right of selection, and a 
right of rejection also; and that, although the va- 
rious modes of payment provided by the resok 

tion of 1816 were all guod and lawiul, till the £ 
cretary should make some of them otherwise, yet 
that, by virtue of his power of seicction or rejec- 
tion, he might at any time strike one or more cf 
them out of the tist. Ard this power of selection 
or rejection he thinks he finds in the resol.‘ 3 
1816 itself. 
lincline to think, sir, that the Secretary will be 
as little satisfied with the footing ca which his 
friend, ihe honorable member from Missouri, thus 
p'aces his order, as that friend is with the Secre- 
tary’s own ground. For my part, I think them 
both just half right; that is to say, both, in my 
humbie judgment, are just so iar right as they 
distrust and disclaim the reasoning of each other. 
Let me state, sir, as I understand it, the henorable 
member's argument, It is, that the law of 1816 
gives the Secretary a selection, that i¢ provides 
four different modes, or media, of paynients; that 
the Secretary is to collect the revenue in cae, or 
several, ov all these modes, or media, at his disere- 
tion; that all sre in the disjunctive, as t think he 
expressed it; and thai the resolution, or law, is 
not mandatory or conclusive in fever of any one. 
According to the honorable member, therclore, if 
the Secretary had chosed to say that our own ea- 
gles and our own dollars should no longer he re- 
ceivable, whether fur customs, taxes, or public 
lands, he had a clear right to say so, and to stop 
their reception. 

Before a construction of so extraord 
racter bco fixed on the law of 1816, st 
the appearance of argument, I think, m 
pected in its favor, But what is there u 
to found such an implied power in the Secretary 
of the Treasury? Is there a syllable in the whole 
law which countemances any such idea for a singie 
moment? There clearly isnot. ‘Phe law was ie- 
tended to provide, and does provide, in what sorts 
of money or other means of payment those who 
owe debts to the Goyer:ment shall pay these 
debts, 

It enumerates four kinds of money cr other 
means of payment; and can any thing be plainer 
than that he who ias to pay may have bis cheice 
out of all four? All being equaliy lawful, the 
choice is with the payer, znd not with the receiv- 
er. This would seem to be too plain either to 
be argued or to be denied. Other ievs of the 
United States have made both gold and silver 
coins a tender in the payme:t. of private dents. 
Did any man ever imagine that in that case the 
choice between the coins to be tendersd was to 
lie with the party receiving? No one could ever 
be guilty of such an absurdity, And unless there 
be something in the law of 1816 itself, which eiher 
expressly, or by reasonable infercnce, confers 
similar power on the Secretary of the Treasury in 
regard to public payments, is there, in the nature 
of things, any. difference between the cares? Now, 
there is nothing, either in the law of 1816, or any 
other law, which confers any such power on tae 
Secretary of the Treasury, either directly or indi- 
rectly, or which sugges‘s, or in‘imates, any ground 
upon which such power might be imphed. In- 
deed, the statement of the argument seems to me 
enough to confute it, It makes the law of 1816 
not a rule, but the dissolation of all rule; not a 
law, but the abrogation of all ex sting laws. ÀC- 
cording to the argument, the Secretary of the 
Treasury had authority, not only to refuse the re- 
ceipt of Treasury notes, which had be i= 
ed upon the faith of statutes expressly making 
them receivable for debts a:t duties, 2nd notes 
of the Bank of the United States, which were alse 
made receivable by the law creating the bank, but 
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_to refuse also foreign coins, and the coinage of 


our own Mint; putting thus the legislation of Con- 


gress for five-and-twenty years at the unrestrained 
and absoluto discretion of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. It aprears to me quite impossible that 


any gendeman, cn reflection, can uadertake to | 


support suci a consttuction, 

But the gentiomaa relies on a supposed pracdc« 
aid his retatioa of the law. What 
practi Has any Secretary eve: refused to re- 
ecive the nutes or specis-p Ẹ 
the custom bouse or the lan? offices, fora single 
nour? Never. F caretary presumed to 
ke foreign coin, or F ry notes, or our Own 
of the list of receivables? Sach aa ides 
never entered into the head of any Be- 


nire 


8. 
: that, a 
party payi 
the colle cts 

boung to :eccive nores of distant banks of which 
they knew nothing, aad cvuid not judge, thore- 
fore, whether their netes came within the law. 
Those collectors snd receivers were bound te re- 
ceive ihe bills of specie-paying banks; but as that 
daty arose from the fact that the notes tendered 
were the notes ef ie-paying banks, that fact, 
if not notorious ur already known to ‘hem, must 
be made known, with reasonable certainty, before 
the daty to :cvelve them became imperative. I 
suppose there may have been T ury orders, 
regulating the conduct cf coliccto receivers 
in Wiis particular. Avy orders which went further 
than this would go Loyond the law. 

"The honorable member quotes one of the by- 
jaws of the Back of the United States; but what 
(nat to do wth the subject? Dees the ho- 
norable member think that the by-laws of the tate 
bank were Iaws to the People of the United 
States? The bank was under no obligation to re- 
ceive : iy notes on deposite except its own, It 
mgit, therefore, make just such an arrangement 
with the Treasury as it sas fit, if it saw fit to make 
aay. But. neither the Treasury, bor the bank, 
nov both tesether, could do away with the written 
letter of an ac of Congress; nox did either under- 
take so to do. 

But, sir, whai have bern the genileman’s own 
opinius on this subject beretetcre? Has he al- 
ways been of opinion that the Secretary enjoyed 
this power of as be now calls it, under 
the law of 1616 re looked upon 
the varios provisions q hw only as so many 
moveable and shiftig parts, te be thrown inte 
gear and cut of gear by the mere iuuch of the Se- 
cretary’s hand? Crrtiinly, sir, be bas not thought 
so; certainly he has ivuked upon that law as fixed, 
definite, ani beyuad Executive power, as slearly 
as other laws; as a statute, to be repealed or modi- 
fied only by another statute. No longer ago than 
the 23d day of last April, the honorable member 
i tacega resolution into the Senate in the fol- 
ing words: 

« Pesofved, That, from and after the — day of 
——, in the the year 1856. nothing but gold and 
jiver coin ought to be received in payment for 
public lands; and that the Committee ov Public. 
Landsbe instructed to report a bill aecordingty,” 

And now, sir, Task why the honorable member 
moved bere for a bill and a law, ifthe whole mat- 
ter was, in his opinion, withia the power of the 
Secretary of ihe Treasury? f 

The Senate did not adopt this resolution. A 
day or two after its introduction, and when some 
Hille discussion had been had upon it, a motion to 
iton the table prevailed, hardly opposed, I 
„except by the gentleman’s own vote. A 

is disposition had been made of 

the session caine toa close, and, 

- the close of the session, the Trea- 
: a appearance. 

But thisisnot al ‘here is higher authority 
than even that of the honorable member. Loock- 
ing tu the expiration of the charter of the Bank 
of the United States, the President, in his annual 
message in December last; suid it was incumbent 
on Congress to discontinue, by law, the receipt 
of the bills of that bank in payment of the public 
revenug, Now, as the charter was to expire on 


c right of the 
specie-paying banks, 


i 


this resolution, 
seven day 
sury order 


aks, either at ! 


=ceiyers have not been held | 
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| authority, the authority of the 


the Sd of March, there was nothing to make ils 
bills receivable after that period except the law of 
1826. To strike the provision respecting notes of 
the bank out of that law, another law was indeed ne- 
cessary, according to my understanding; but I do not 
conceive how it should be thought necessary, upon 
the construction of the honorable member. Both 
Houses being of opinion, however, that the thing 
could not be done without law, an act was passed 
for that purpose, and was approved by the Presi- 
dent. Here, then, sir, is the gentieman’s own 

he President, and the 
authority of both- Houses of Congress, for saying 
that nothing contained in the iaw of 1816.can be 
thrust out of it by any other power than the power 
of a subsequent statute. I am therefore of opin- 
ion that the Treasury order cf the 11th of Jaly is 
agaist the plain words and meaning of the law of 
£816; saiast the whole practice of the Govern- 
went under that law; against the honorable gen- 
tieman’s own opinion, 28 expressed in his resolu- 
tion of the 23d of April; and not reconcileable 
with the necessity which was supposed to exist for 
the passage of the act of last session, 

On this occasion { have heard of no attempt to 
justify the order on the ground of ‘any other law, 
or act, but the act of 1816. When the order 
was published, however, it was acccompanied 
with an exposition, apparently half official, which 
looked to the land laws as the Secretary’s source 
of power, and which took no notice at all of, the 
iaw of 1816. ‘The land law referred to was the 
act of 1820; but it turns out, upon examination, 
that there is nothing at all in that law to support 
the order, er give it any countenance whatever. 
The only chanse in it which could be supposed 
to have the slightest reference to the subject 
is the proviso in the fourth section. That sec- 
tion provides for the sale of such lands as, having 
been once sold on credit, shouid revert or be~ 
come forfeited to the United States tbrough failure 
of payment, and the proviso declares that no such 
lands shai) be again sold on any other terms than 
those of “cash payaient.? These words, “cash 
payment,” have been seized upon, as if- they 
had wrouget av entire change in the important 
provisions of ihz law of 1816, and already establish. 
ed an exclusive specie payment for lands. The idea 
is too futje for scrious refutation, In the first place, 
tse whole section applies only to forfeited lands; 
but the truth is, the term “cash payment” means 
oniy payment down, in contradist nection to credit, 
which had formerly been aliowed; justas the same 
words in the tariff ast of July, 1832, mean payment 
down, instead of payment secured by bonds, when 
it says that the duties on certain articles shall be 
paid in “cash.” As to the second section of the 
land law of 1820, which was set forth with great 
formality in the exposition to which I have referred 
as furnishing authority for the Secretary's order, 
there is not a word in it having any such tenden- 
cy; nota syllable which has any application to the 
jaatter. That section simply declares, that after 
the first day of July, in that year, every purchaser 
of land at public saie still, on the day of purchase, 
make a complete payment therefor; and the pur- 
chaser at private sale shall produce a receipt for the 
amount of the purchase money Cn any tract, before 
he shall enter the same at the land office. This is 
all. It does not say how the purchaser shall make 
complete payment, nor in what currency the pur- 
chase money shall be received. It is quite evi- 
dent, therefore, that that section lends the order 
no support whatever. : 

The defence of the order, then, stands thus: 

“he Secretary founds it upon the idea that nothing 
but gold and silver was ever lawfully receivable, 
and that the receipt of bank bills has been all 
along an “indulgence,” against law. For this opi- 
nion he gives no reasons. ; KAN 

"he honorable member from Mis ourt rejects 
this Goctrine; he admits.the receipt of bank notes 
to have been lawful until made unlawful by the or- 
der itself; and insists that the Secretary’s. power 
of stopping their further receipt, arises under the 
law of 1816, and is an authority derived from it. 
But then, the long and half official. exposition 
which accompanied the publication of the order 
has no faith in the law of 1816 as a source of pow» 


* 
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er, but makes a parade of a totally and perfectly 
inappticabie section, out of the dand law of 1820. 
Grounds of defence, so totally inconsistent, cannot 
all: be sound, but they may be all unsound; and 
whether they be so or not, isa question which I 
wouid willingly leave to the decisien of “any man 
of good sense-and tionest judgment. 1 take leave 
of this par. of the case for the present. I may 
pause at least, T hope, until these who defend the 
order shall be better agreed on what ‘ground to 
plice it. l 

Mr, President, the subject of the currency is so 
important, so delieste, and, in my j:dgment sur- 
rounded, at the present moment, with so much 
beth of dificu'ty and of danger, that [ am desir- 
cus, befo the few observations which I 
intend, on ti sting condition of things and its 
causes, to svo'd all misepprehension, by a gene- 
ral statement of my opinions respecting that snb- 
ject. 

Lam certa’nly of opinion, then, that gold and sil- 
ver, at rates fixed by Congress, constitute the le- 
gal Pmi of vilue in this country; and that 
‘neither Congr ss vor any State has authority to es- 
tablish any o tandard, or to displace this. But 
‘Tam also of opinion that an exclisive circulation of 
gold and silver is a thing absolutely impracticable; 
and if practicable, not at all to be desired, inas- 
much as is effect would be to abolish credit, to 
repress the enterprise, and diminish the earnings 
of the industrious classes, and to produce, faster 
and sonner than sey thing else in this country can 
produce, a moneyed aristocracy. 

Tam of opision: that a mixed currency, partly 
coin and partly bank notea, the notes not issued in 
excess, and always convertible into’ specie at the 
will ofthe holder, is, in the present state of society, 
the best practical currency —slays remembering, 
however, that bills of exchanze perform a great 
part of the duty of currency, and, therefore, that 
the state of domestic exchanges is always a matter 
of high importance, and great actual bearing on 
commercial business. 

Ladm't that a currency partly composed of bank 
notes has always a liability, and often a tendency, 
to excess, and that it requires the constant care 
and oversizt: of Governnient. 

Tam of opinion, even, that the convertibility of 
bank notes into gold and silver, although it be a 
necessary guard, is not an absolute security, agaist 
occasional excess of paper issues, i 

believe even that the confining of discounts to 
such notes and bills as represent real transactions 

` of parchase and sale, or to real business paper, as 
itis called, though generally a sufficient check, is 
not always so; because I believe that there is 
sometimes such a thing as over-trading, or over- 
roduction. 3 
What then, it will be asked, is a sufficient 
check? Lean only repeat what I have before said, 
that it is a subject which requires the constant 
eare, watchfuiiess, and superintendence ef Govern. 
ment. But our misfortune is, that we have with- 
drawn all cave and ail superintendence from the 
Whole subject. We have surrendered the whole 
matter to eight-and-twenty States and Territories, 
With the power of coinage, and the power and 
duty of regulating commerce, n 
internal, this Government has little mər- con- 
troPover ‘the mass of money which circulates in 
the country, than a foreign Government. Upen 
the ‘expiration of the charter of the Bank of the 
United States, new banks. were created by the 
States. “Sixty or eighty milfions of banking capi- 
tal have thus been added to-the Mass, since 1832. 
All this it was easy to foreses—it was all foreseen, 
and all foretold. The wonder only is, that the 
evil has not already become greater thin it is; 
aud it would have been greater, and we shouid 
have had such an excess as wouhi perhaps have 
depreciated the currency, had it not been for. the 
extraordinary prosperity of the country.” No 


very: great excess, I believe, has as yet in fact: 


happened, cr rather no very great excess does 
now exist. ‘There are sufficient evidences, ! think, 
of this, ` 

In the first place, the amount of specie in the 
country is far greater than was ever known be- 
fore, and it is not ëxpofted, Ts the next place, 
ag all the banks, as yet, maintain their credit, and al} 


both external-and - 
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pay specie on demand, the whole circulation is, in 
effect, equivalent to a specie circulation; and the 
state of the foreign exchanges shows that the value 
of our money, in the mass, is not depreciated; since 
it may be transferred without any loss into the cur- 
rency of other countries, Our money, therefore, 
is as good as the money of other countries. If it 
had fallen below the value of money abroad, the 
rates of exchange would instantly show that fact. 
There has been, therefore, as yet, ovat Jeast there 
exists at present, no considerable depreciation of 
money. If, then, it be asked, what keens up the 
value of money, in this vast and sudden expansion 
and increase of it, I Have already given the answer 
which appears to me to be the true one. Itis 
kept up by an equally vast and sudden iner-ase in 
the property of the country, and in the valne of 
that property, intrinsic as well as marketable, 
Nene of ys, I think, have estimated thic 
high enough, and for that reason we have been 
looking for an earlier fall in prises. Tt seems ob- 
vicus to me, that an augmentation in the valne of 
property, far exceeding all former experience in 
any country, even our own, has taken place in the 
United States withia the last few yeara. The 
public lards may furnish on instance of this rapid 
increise. Iz was estimated last session, by my 
honorable friend from Obio, (Mr. Ewing,) that 
the demands of actual settlers for lands for settle- 
ment were cight millions of acres per annum, on 
an average of some years, These eight millions, 
iftaken up at Government prices, at private entry, 
would cost ten milions of dollars. Now, partly by 
cultivation, but more by the continued rush of emi- 
gration, both from Europe and the Atlantic coast, 
the value of these ten millions in a very few years 
springs up to forty millions; that is to say, lands 
taken up at on^ dollar anda quarter an sere soon 
become worth five dollars sn acre for actual elii- 
vation, an:lin intrinsic value. And itis to be re- 
membered that these lands are alienable, and sale- 
able, withas little of form and ceremony, almost, 
asif they were goods and chattels. Now, if we 
make an estimate, not merely on the eight miliions 
of acres required for actual settlement, but on the 
whole quantity selected and taken np annually, 
we shall see something of the addition to the whole 
amount of property which accrues annually from 
the public Jands. A rise has taken place, tao, 
though less striking, ia the value of ether fands 
in the countey; and property, in goods, merchan- 
dise, products, and other forms, is rapidiy aug- 
mented, also, both in quantity and value, by the 
industry and skill ofthe people, and the extension 
and most successful use of machinery. 

Another most important element in the general 
estimate of the progress of wealth ia the country is 
the wonderful annual increase of the estton crops, 
and the prices which the article bears, Dast 
year’s crop reached, probably, to eighty millions 
of dollars. z, Most of the cotton nraduced in 
the United States is sold, once, at least, in’ the 
country, and miuch of it many times. The bills 
drawn against it when shipped, either for Europe 
or te Atlantic ports, are usually cashed at the 
place of drawing, commonly, no doubt, by means 
of bank notes, or bank credits, 

I put all these cases but as instances showing 
the inereased value of property and amount of 
business in the country, and accounting therefore 
for an expansion of the circulation, without sup- 
posing great excess; since it is obvions that the 
cirenlating money of a country naturally bears a 
proportion to the whole mass of property, and to 
the number and amount of business transactions, 

But there is another esuse of a less favorable 
character, which may have had its effect s ready; 
or, if not, is very likely to have it herea rar, in 
augmenting the cireulalion of hank notes: I mean 
the obstraction and embaraassment of the domes- 
tic exchanges. In a proper and natural 
of affairs, the place of currency, or mons 
filed to a great extent hy hills of exchange; 
and this ‘continues to be the case, so long as the 
rates of exchange remain low and steady, 
Nobody, for. example, will send bank notes ov 
specie from New York to New Orleans, if he can 
buya gosd bill at par, or near par. Bat when ey- 
change becomes disturbed, when rates rise and 
fluctuate, bills cease to be able to perform -this 


ase 


junction, and then bank notes begin fo be sent 
łbóut from place to place, in quantities, to sup- 
ply the place of bills of exchange, in payment of 
debts end balances. AH such, and all other, de- 
rangements and distractions in the free course of 
domestic exchanges, necessarily produce.an unna- 
tural and considerable increase of the circu/ation. 
So fiw as our circulation hes been, or may be, 
augmented by this cause, so far both the -cause 
and the effect are tobe deplored. In my opinion, 
we have certainly reason to fear this excess here- 
after, What is to prevent it? Is it possble that 
so many State banks, so far apart, so unknown to 
each other, with no common objects, no commen 
principles of discount, and no general regulation 
whatever, should act so much in concert, and upon 
system, as to maintain the currency of the coun- 
try steady, without either unjust expansion or un- 
necessary contraction? I believe it is not possible. 
I believe many of those who insist so much on 
hard money circulation believe this also; and that 
they press their impracticable hard money notions, 
from a consciousness that the discontinuance of a 
national institution has brought the country into a 
condition in which it is threatened with issues of 
irredeemable paper. : 

Our present evil, however, is of a different 

kind. It is, indecd, somewhat novel and anoma- 
lous. With high general prosperity, good crops, 
generally speaking, an abundance of the precious 
metals, and a favorable state of foreign exchanges, 
men of business have yet felt, for some months, an 
unprecedented scarcity of money. That is the 
state of things; its cause, in my opinion, is ex- 
pressed ina few words: it is the derangement of 
internal intercourse, and internal exchange, Our 
d-fficulty is not exhaustion but obstruction. Every 
body has means enough, but nobody can use his 
mesns, All the usual channels of commercial 
dealing are blocked up. The menufacturers of 
the North cannot obtain from the South the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of their articles; the South finds 
money scarce, too, in the midst of its abundant 
exports. < 

Ina country so extensive and eo busy, every 
merchant’s means become more or less dispersed, 
and exist in various places in the shape of debts, 
Exchange is the instrument, the wand, by'which 
he reaches forth to these means wherever they 
are, and uses them for his immediate and daily 
purposes. But this instrument is broken. He 
can no longer touch with it his distant debt, and 
make that debt present money. He seeks, there- 
fore, for expedients; borrows money, if he can, 
ull times change; pays enormons rates of interest 
to m n credit; thinks things, when at the 
worst, must soon change; looks for reaction, 
and sacrifices to capitalists, brokers, and mo- 
ney-lendera, the hard earnings of years, rather 
than fill to fulfil his commercial engagements, 
ltis a bappy and bl-ssed hoar this, for preedy 
capital and grasping brokerage; an excruciating 
one for honest industry. The very rich grow 
every day richer; the laborious and industrious, 
every day poorer. Meantime, the highways of 
commercial dealing and exchanges grow more and 
more founderous, or are all breaking up. Specie, 
always most useful as the basis of a circulation 
when most in repose, gets upon the move. Any 
time the last four months it migh! have happened, 
and many times doubtless it has happened, that 
steamboats from New York, carrying. specie to 
Boston, have passed in the sound steamboats from 
Boston carrying specie to New York. Boating 
and carting money, backward and forward, b'e- 
comes the order of the day; and there are those 
who, the more they hear of specie hailed and 
transported about from place to place, in masses, 
the mors they fatter themselves with the idea 
that the country is returning rapidly to a safe and 
happy specie circulation! 

‘There may be other mincr causes. They are 
nat worth enumerating. The great and imme- 
diate origin of evil is disturbance in the exchange; 
and, in my opinien, this disturbance has been 
caused by the agenev of the Government itself, The 
fifty’millions in the Treasury has been’ agitated by 
unnecessary transfers. As a large portion ‘of this 
sum was to be deposited with the States at the be- 
ginning of next year, the Secretary: seems to have 
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thonght it necessary to cut up, divide, and remove 
assigned portions of it before the time came: It 
is this idea of removal that has wrought the mis- 
chief. In consequence of this, money has been 
taken from places of active commercial business, 
where it was much needed, and all used, and car- 
ried to places where it was not needed, and could 
not be used. 

The agricultural State of Indiana, for example, 


is full of specie; the highly commercial and manu- | 


facturing State of Massachusetts is severely drain- 
ed. In the mean time, the money in Indiana can- 
not be used. Itis waiting for the new year. The 
moment the Treasury grasp is let Joose from it, it 
will tend again to the great marts of business; that 
is to say, the restoration of the natural state of 
things will begin to coercet the evil of arbitrary 
and artificial financial arrangements. The money 


will go back to the places where it is wanted. Ht | 


will seek its level, and its plac= of usefulness. In 


mp opinion, the proper execution of the deposite | 


law did not make it all necessary for the Treasnry 


to order these previous local changes. The law 
itself is not answerable for the inconvenience 


which has resulted. When the time came, the 
States, of all of them, would have been very glad 
to receive the money where it was. They wanted 
but an order for it. They desired no carting. 
Can any thing be more preposterous than to transfer 
specie from New York to Nashville, when toa mar 
in Nashville specie in New York is two per eent, 
more valuable than if be had it in his own 
house? Thereis always a tendency in specie, not 
actually in the pockets of the people, towards the 
great marts and places cf exchange. Those who 
wantit, want it there. There the great transac- 
tions of commerce are performed, and there the 
means of those transactions naturally exist, simply 
because there they arerequired. Now, what rea- 
son was there for disturbing the revenue, thus 
lying where it had been collected, and thus min- 
gied with the commerce cf the conniry? Why 


laboriously drag it off, far from its piace of useful, | 


action, to places where it wes not wanted, and 
could do no good, and there hold it under the 
key of the Treasury? 

‘This anticipation of the operation cf the deposite 
law—this attempt at local distribution—this arbi- 
trary system of transfer, which scems to forget, at 
once, the necessities of commerce, and the real 
uses of money, I regard as the direct and prime 
cause of the pressure felt by the community. But 
the Treasury order eame powerfully in aid of this. 
This.order checked the use of bank notes in the 
West, and made another loud cail for specie. The 
specie, therefore, is transferred to the West, to pay 
for lands; being received for heds, it becomes pub- 
lic revenue, is brought to the Hast fer expenditure, 
and passes, on its way, other quantiles gong West, 
to buy lands also, and in the same way to return 
again to the Kast, Now, sir, how does all this im- 
prove the currency? What fraud dees it prevent, 
what speculation does it a-rest, what monopoly 
does it suppress? Tam very much mistaken if all 
this dees not embarrass the small purchaser of land 
much more than the iarge one. He who has fifiy 
or a hundred thousand dollars to lay out, may col- 
lect his speciz, not without some charge it is 
true, but without a very heavy charge Pat. 
if there be aman, with a hundred or two dol- 
lars, waiting to take up asmail parcel for actual 
settlement, and his money be in bank notes, and 
the bank, perhaps, at a great distance, what has 
he to ds? He must send far to exchange a littl 


tie 
money; or eise he must submit to any brokerage 
which he may find established in the neighborhood 
of the land office. Upon the local operation of 
this order, however, I say the less, as on that point 
Western gentlemen are better informed and hetter 
judges. ; A 

{ am willing to hope, sir, and indeed E do hope 
and believe, that when the first payment or depo- 
site under the. aet of hst ion shalt have been 
made, and the States shall žave found some use 
and emnloyment for the money, and when this un- 
natural transfer system shall crase, money will 
seek its natural channels, and commercial business 
resume, in some measure, its accustomed habits. 
But this Treasury order will be a disturbing agent 
every hour it is suffered to exist. Indeed, it can- 
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not be allowed to`exist long. It is not possible 
that the west can submit to a measure at once so 
injurious and so partial. Hard money at the land 
office and bank notes at the custom house, must 
make men open their eyes after a while, whatever 
degree of political confidence weighs down their 
lids. I look upon it, therefore, as certain, that 
the order will not be permitted loag to remain in 
forze. 

if { am now asked, sir, whether, supposing this 
order to be rescinded, and the deposite law exe- 
cuted, and the transfers discontinued, affairs will 
return to their former state, I answer, with all can- 
dor, that though I look in those events for a great 
improvemen!, I do not expect to see the do- 
mestic exchanges and the currency return en- 
lirely to their former state. I do not believe 
there is any agency at work at present, com- 
petent to bring about this desirable end. In other 
words, [do not believe thatthe deposite banks, bow- 
ever wal] administered, can fal'y supply the place 
ofa national institution; and Lam very much mis- 
taken if intelligent mea connected with those in- 
stitutions themselves beleve any such thing, I 
find, that in 1828, 1829, 1830, 1831, and 1832, ex- 
change at New York, in the Southern and South- 
western cities, averaged three-fourths of one per 
cent. discount, or thereabouts. Now, I doubt 
whether the most sanguine of those connected 
with the deposite banks expect to he able, through 
their means, to brink back exchanges to that state, 
orany thing like it. 

The deposite banks are separate and distinct in- 
stitutions, many of them strangers to each other, 
without full confidence in each other, and ali act- 
ing without uniformity of purpose. Their objects 
are distinct, their capitals distinct, their interests 
distinct. If one of them has connection with some 
others, it yet has nounbroken chain of connection, 
‘They have nothing which ravs through the whole 
circle of the exchanges, as that circle is drawn 
through the grgat commercial cities vf the Union. 
They can only in the business of exchange to 
the extent of funds pornot much beyond if, actu- 
ally existing. A national institution, with branches 
or agencies, at different points, may deal in ex- 
changes between these points in amounts to meet 
the convenience of the public, without reference 
to the fact of the existence of local funds. One 
institution, therefore, with branches, has facilities 
which never can he posxessed by different institu- 
tions, however honorably or ably conducted. 

For myself, I am of the same opinion as former- 
ly, that for the administration of the finances of 
the country, for the factiity of internal exchanges, 
and for the due control and regulation of the actu- 
al currency, a national institution, under proper 
guards and limits, is by far the best means within 
our reach. And Iam, asi always have heen, cf 
opinion, that Congress, having ‘he power of regu- 
lating commerce, and the power over the coinage, 
has nower, also, which it is bound to exercise, by 
lawful means, over that currency in which the re- 
venue is to be callected, and which is to 
carry on that commerce, external anq inter- 
nal, which is thus committed to its regulation and 
pretection AH the duties of this Government 
are, in my judgment. sot fulfilled, while it leaves 
these great interests, thus confided to its own care, 
to the discretion of others, orto the resalts of 
chance. 


Mr. President, E am indifferent to the form in 
which the Treasury order may ba done away. Gen- 
temen may please themselves in the mode. I 
shail be satisfied with the substance Beljeving it 
to be both illegal and injurious, 1 shall vote to re- 
scind, to revoke, to abolish, to supersede, to do 
any thing which may have the effect of terminat- 
ing its existence. 
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In Senate, Dec. 27, i836—On the resolution of 


Me. Ewrne of Ohio, for rescinding the Treasury 

erder of the Lith July, 1836. 

Ma. Presivenr: Although it was on my motion 
that the Senate adjourned on Thursday last, yet in 


But I will not go further into these sub- | 
ji jects at the present time. 


moving for the adjouramest, if was not thes my 
intention to address the Senate this motning upén 
the subject’ now under consideration. But'as I 
shall have no better opportunity to express ‘niy 
own views with reference to the deposite bill of the 
last session, which seems to be involved in this dis- 
cussion, and as J have been, in connection with my 
colleague, most grossly misrepresented in relation 
to our vote upon that bill, and as the principles of 
that bill have been most strangely misunderstood— 
certainly most falsely and perversely stated in the 
public journals—I will avail myself of the oppor- 
tunity now presented, briefly to express the con- 
siderations which induced me to give my support 
to that measure. Before, however, I procéed to 
netice that bill, I shall advert zo dhe resolutions of 
the Senator from Ohio—shall endeavor to explain 
their object, and, in my apprehension, the imprac- 
ticability of accomplishing the object intended in 
the way and manner proposed. . The resolutions 
offered by the Senator fiom Ohio, are as follows: 

“Resolycd by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, Ese. That the Treasury order of the eleventh 
day of July, anno Domini one thousand eight hur- 
dred and thirty-six, designating the funds which 
should be receivable in payment for public lands, 
be, and the same is hereby, rescinded. 

“Resolved, also, That it shall not be lawful for 
he Sceretary of the Treasury to delegate to any 
person, or to any corporation, the power of direct- 
ing what funds shall be receivable for customs, or 
for the public lands; nor shall he make any dis- 
crimination in the funds so receivable, between 
different individuais, or between the different 
branches of the public revenue.” 

The first resolution seeks to repeal the Treasu- 
ry order—‘the specie cirenlar,” as itis called, of 
the 11th of July, 1836, ‘The second is intended | 
to prohibit the Secretary of the Treasury, by his au- 
thorized uvents, from directing what funds shall be 
received for customs, or for the public lands, and 
prohibiting him from making any discrimination in 
the funds so receivable between different individ- 
uels, or between the different branches of the pub- 
liċ revenue. The main purpose of the resolution 
is to rescind the order of the Executive, bearing 
date on the 11th of July, 1836, directed to “Re- 
ceivers of publie money and to the deposite banks,” 

Can this be accomplished? Is this matter with- 
in our power? It seems to me that if these reso- 
lutions should pass both Houses of Congress, the 
object which the Senator from Ohio hasin view, 
would not thereby be effected. if the order of 
the 11th of July, 1836, was issued by authority 
of law, the resolution of the Senator from Ohio 
should seek to repeal the law upon which the 
order is based, and which gave authority for is- 
suing the order. If the order of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury has not been issued in 
pursuance of law, the order itself is of no èf- 
fect; and any resolution whieh* we could pass, 
rescinding such an order, would be alike ineffec- 
tual, i 

If the Secretary had the legal power to send 
forth the order, it is beyond the legislative con- 
trol of Congress. If the Secretary, or the Presi- 
dent, through the Secretary, had the right to pro- 
mulgste the circular, he may be answerable for 
the manner in which he exercises that right; but 
the act ifscif cannot be repealed by any legisla- 
tion of Congress. 

If the Secretary had not tne authority, the 


power, the right to isse the order, then the order 


itself is perfectly nugatory. 

The Executive is an independent branch of 
the Gover.sment, The Senate can have no more 
noawer syer the rightful acts of tha: branch of the 
Goverament, than it has over an order of the 
House cf R: presentatives, or an order of the Judi. 
ciary. ni 

One branch of the Government exercising its 
powers and its duties within the constitution and, 
the law, cannot have its acts rescinded snd set at 
nought by the action of any other branch of the 
Government. ; 

if the order, then, has been issued by the Se- 


| cretary of tbe Treasury in pursuance of law, the 


mode proposed to get rid of it is objectionable, 
and, in my view, unwarrantable. If not issued in 
pursuance of law, the adoption of the resolution 
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would sem to me equally objectionable and un- 
warrantable, In such a case, the officer should 
be, and ought to be, held amcnable, for such an as- 
sumption of power.. It, therefore, occurs to me, 
that the object the Senator from Ohio has in 
view, cannot be attained in the way proposed, 
and if the last resolution of the Senator from 
Ohio should be adopted, it seems to me that the 
. direct effect would be to prohibit receivers from 
accepting the pacer of local ba: ks under any cir- 
cumstances in payment. of the public dues. Ft 
.ptoposes, in terms, to take the power from the 
Secretary of the Treasury to designate the kind of 
. money receivable; and should it be adopted, if any 
effect shall be produced whatever, it will be to 
exclude from the offices of our receivers all local 
bank paper. They would be bound to take no- 
thing but gold and silver, unless the joint resolu- 
` tion oe! April, 1816, is imperative and obligatory; 
andifthat be so, the Executive had no authority 


to restrain the legal operation of that reso'ution, ` 


for if binding it gives to the debtor rights which 

. cannot be infringed or taken away by Executive 
power. Ifthe order of July 11, 1836, was unau- 
thorized, the resolution to rescind it would be unte- 
cessary. Its adoption could not prevent the im- 
mediate promulgation of a similar order, in case 
the Executive, charged with the execution of the 
laws, should consider it to be his duty to do sọ. 
To accomplish the object the Senator from Ohio 
has in view, we must go beyond the order itself; 
we must go to the law on which that order was 
based; and in the execution of which it is pre- 
sumed that the order in question was issued. To 
render the order of no effect, we must amend the 
law. 

I propose, Mr. President, first to examine the 
question, whether the Executive had a legal au- 
thority to issue the order of the 11th of July, 1836; 
and if he had the power, whether it was a matter 
of policy. for him to exercise it at the time, and un- 

_ der the circumstances, he did. 

Had the President, through the Secretary of the 
Treasury, (ie power to issue the order of the Lith 
of July last? 

On this puint Y can entertain no doubt. ttszems 
to my miad to be clear and free from difficulty; 
and so far from its being a wanton assumption of 
power, so far from its being ilieza], it is a power 
in strict accordance with the requisitions of exist- 

_ ing laws, and which the President, charged with 
their execution, was bound to issue if he consider- 
ed the public interest demanded it. 

The public lends were the property of our com- 
mon country; they’ had been obtained by the sa- 
crifices and services, the blood and the treasure, 
of the whole Republic, during the war of the re- 
volution; and they were early pledge! for the 
payment of the public debt, necessarily incurred 
in the establishment of our national independence. 

An act of Congress which has reference to 
the vale of the public lands, was nasser May 13, 
1796, aid makes no particular designation as te 
the kiod of money receivable. Jt fixes the mini- 
mum price at two dollars peracre, and dircete that 

‘upon payment of a moiety of the purchase money, 
the purchaser shall have a year’s credit for the 
residue,” 

The act of March, 1797, declares “that the evi- 
dences of the public debt of the United States 
shall be veecivable in payment of any oi the lands 
which may be heresfter sold in couformity to the 
act”? of 1795, 

Phe fih section of the act of May 10, 1899, 
provices “That no lands shall be sold by virtue of 
this act, at either public or private sale, for. less 
than two dollars per acre, and. payment may be 
made for the same by all purchasers, either in spe- 
cie, or tis eatdenecs of the public debt of the United 
States,” at cectain rates, which are prescribed in 
the ect. And thus the law stood until 1820, when 

the credit system was abolished. From a view of 
these several acts it results, that under the act of 
1796, there was no particular designation of the 
kind of currency receivable for the public lands; 
but the paymerts were to be made ‘in money,” 
that is, in the legal currency of tie country. Under 
the act of 1797, evidences of the pubiic debt were 
- nade receivable for the public lands: and under 
“the aet of 1890, specie, or evidences of the public 
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debt were required in payment. Such was the 
law, and such was the practice under the law, with 
reference to the public lands, until the act of 
April, 1820, except it was provided, by the par- 
ticular provisions of the. act of 1812, that Treasury 
notes were made receivable for all public lands 
sold by the authority of the United States. 

The fourth section of the act of the 24th of 
April, 1820, making further provision for the sale 
of the public lands, seems to my mind to settle the 
questicn as to the legality of the specie circular 
conclusively. It declares “That no Jands shall be 
sold atany public sales thereby authorized for a 
less price than one dollar and twenty-five cents an 
acre, nor on any other terms than that of cash pay- 
ment,” 

The requisition is, that the sales of the public 
lands shall not be made on any other terms 
than that of “cash payment’? There cannot be 
two opinions here or elsewhere as to the import 
of the terms “cash payment.” It means pay- 
ments in the constitutional or in the legal currency 
of the country; in goid or silver, or in the paper 
currency which had been previously established 
by law. By acts of Corgress, Treasury notes 
were at one tima receivable for the public lands; 
and bills of the Bank of the United States were 
made receivable by the provisions of the charter 
itself. But at the date of the specie circular no 
such legislative provisions were in force. ‘There 
was then no legal obligation at the date of that 
order to receive any thing for the public lands, ov 
for the customs, but gold or silver; unless that 
obligation is imposed by the joint resolution of the 
30th of April, 1816, 

It is perfectly true, that in practice the legal ob- 
ligation had been relaxed ; but itis not believed 
to have been done at the risk of the Government. 
Paper money, beside the bils of the Bank cf the 
United States, had been received; and our collectors 
were in the habit of recciving the paper of some 
State banks, at particular times and places, and un- 
der peculiar circumstances, for the debts due to the 
Government; but such collections were upon the 
responsibility of the receivers. The relaxation 
of the rule of law had been fur individual accom- 
modation. 

J have stated, that by the express terms of the 
charter, the bills of the Bank of the United States 
were made receivable for customs and for public 
lands.. But the Bank ef the United States, which 
was made the depository of ihe money of the 
United States, would not receive in deposite all 
State bank paper as cash, although of the descrip- 
tion as stated in the resolution ef 1816. That 
charter expired on the 3d of March last, and the 
President of the United States, in his annuel 
message to Congress, December, 1835, remarks 
thar, “Tt is incumbent on Congress, in guarding 
the pecuniary interests of the country, to discon- 
tinue, by such a law as wos passed in 1819, the 
receipt of thes bills of the Bank of the United 
S'aics in psyment of the public revenuc;’? and 
in pursuance of this recommendation of the 

2rcsident, Congress did, at the last session, repea’, 

in express terms, the 14th section of the act char- 
terine the Bank of the United States, It will be 
found, by that section that the bills of that bank 
were made receivable for the public dues. I will 
read the act of the last session in relation to this 
matter, as it has been urged in argument that the 
mexsage of the President, and the consequent 
action of Cengress thereon, had reference to a 
different matter. That zct declares: 

“That the 14th section of the act entitled ‘An 
act to incorporate the subseribers to the Bank of 


the United States, approved April 10th, 1816,’ 


shall be, and the same is hereby, repealed.” 

This was but an answer to the message; it had 
no sort of reference to the resoiution of 1816, nor 
had the message any such reference. 

Onthe 11th of Joly, 1836, there was nothing 
then in the wav of this circular, but the joint re- 


refer tc the history of our own legisl:tion, as afford- 
ing us some light upon this interesting subject of 
the currency. It will be found that as early as 
the 3lst of-July, 1789, Congress passed an act 
‘*to regulate the cojlection of duties,” and the 
30th section of that act requires; 


I propose to` 


“That the duties and fees to be collected by 
virtue of this act shall be received in gold and 
ilver cg! oniy,” and goes un to establish the rates 
at which rur-ign gold and silver should be taken 
and received. ‘This act was repealed by the act 
of August 4th, 1790; but it will be found that, 
by the 56th section of the act of Congress passed 
in August, 1790, a provisioa precisely similar is 
introduced, which was contained in the act of 
1789. 

The Mint was established on the 12th of April, 
1792; and by the 16th section of that act of Con- 
gress, it is provided ‘‘thac all the gold and silver 
coins which shsil have been struck at, and issued 


_ from the said nint, shail be a lawful tender in all 


payments whatsoever; those of fall weight accord- 

ing to the respective values herein before declared, 
nd those of less than full weight at values pro- 

portionate to their respective weights.” 

Thus ‘t eppears, that by the acts of Congress, 
not.only foreign gold and silver coins at certain 
rates were made receivable, but also the gold and 
siver colis struck at cur Mint were also made a 
lawful tender. 

The first United States Bank was chartered on 
the 21st of February, 1791; and it will be seen, by 
areference to the 10th section of that act of Con- 
gress, “that the bills or notes of the said corpora- 
tion originally made payable, or which shall have 
become, payabic on demand, in gold and silver 
coin, shall be receivable in ail payments to the 
United States.” And ttus, by the express enact- 
ment of Congress, were the bills of. the United 
States Bank made receivable for all debts due to 
the Government; and by a reference to the 74th 
section of the act of the 2d of March, 1799, which 
repeals the act of August, i790, and which *“ re- 
gulates the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage,” it will be found “thai all duties and 
fees to be collected shall be payable in the money of 
the United States, or in foreign gold and silver 
coins,” at fixed rates, 

By the act cf Congress of June 39, 1812, it is 
provided “that Treasury notes, wherever made 
payable, shali be every where received in payment 
of ali duties and taxes laid by the authority of the 
United States, and of ail pubiic lands sold by the 
said authority.” 

On the 19th of March, 1812, Congress passed 
an act expressly repealing the 10ih section of the 
act incorporating the subscribers to the first 
Bank of the United States, 

Between ther, the 19ih of March, 1812, and 


| the 10th of April, 1816, when the second United 


States Bank was chartered, American and fo- 
reign gold and silver, and Treasury notes on- 
ly, were receivable for the public dues; and, 
as I have before said, it is provided by the 
fourteenth section of the act establishing the late 
Bank ofthe United States, ‘© That the bils or 
notes of the said corporation originally made paya- 
ble,,or which shall have become payable on de- 
mand, shall be receivable in all payments to the 
Cnited Siates, unless otherwise dirccted by act of 
Congress.” 

And the section next following assigns a 


! good reason why this preference was so duvided! 
> } y 


given to the bils of the Bank of the United 
States; for no one can doubt that this fourteenth 
section gave to the piper of that bank a currency 
and a circulation which it never could have had, if 
that section had not have been incorporated in the 
charter. Tie 13th scetion provides “that during 
the continuance of the act, and whenever required 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, the said corpo- 
ration shall give the necessary ficilities for trans- 
ferring the putre funds from place to place within 
the United States, and for distributing the same in 
payment cf the public crecitcrs, without charge.” 

And the next following section provides that 
the depssites of 14e money of the United States in 
places in which the said bank and branches thereof 
mey be esiablished, shall be made in said bank or 
branches thercof, unless the Secretary shall other- 
wise direct,” &c.. It was clearly intended, by the 
introduction of the fourteenth section. into. the 
charter, to grant an important and exclusive privi- 
lege to the bank; and it is just as clear to my mind 


_ that the bank was bound to. receive in deposite 


“the money of the United States,” and to transfer, 
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without charge, that money, which constituted the 
publie funds, from place to place, as required. 

The currency which the bank sas bound to re- 
ceive in deposite, and which constituted the “pud- 
lic funds,” was foreign coin at fixed rates, the coin- 
age of our own mint, and tressury notes. The 
Bank could not have refused to have ree ived 
either of these descriptions of currency, and it never 
did refuse soto do, Thus matters stood, when 
in just twenty days after the Bank was cstablished, 
comes the resolution of the thirtieth of April, 1816, 
and it certuinly cannot be unimportant to inquire 
how this resolution happened to be offered, and 
how it happened to be adopted. A character is 
now given to it which I never supposed it was en- 
titled to;and hence it may be useful to trace its 
origin in orderto determine its trae character and 
object. : 

It is now not only matter of publie history, but 
must be within the particular recollection of 
the members of the Senate, that during the 
lust war, the banks in New York, and wet 
and south of New York, had stopped pay- 
ment. The banks of New England did ‘not 
during that period suspend specie payments. But 
the banks first referred to, had issued a flood of 
paper on individual security, and on a pledge of 
‘Treasury notes, an amount, which, at tie time, 
the banks themselves were wholly unabie to re- 
deem, Much of this depreciated uncurrent paper 
had found its way inte the public Treasury for 
customs and for lands, No man can say tha: the 
receipt of this morey was not an entire depar- 
ture from the requisidons of existing lw. But 
still its receipt seemed to be unavoidable; it was 
the only money in circulation in New York and 
west of New York; and although the acts of Con- 
gress expressly required that the customs sheuld 
be received ouly in gold end silver, and Treasury 
notes, yet, consicering the particular crisis, and 
the peculiar circumstances of the country, it was 
next to an impossibiiity for the public receivers 
and collectors to observe expressly axi literally 
the law; and hence an immense amount of this 
depreciated paper had accumulated in the pushe 
Treasury. ‘the banks themselves were receiving 
enormous profits upon their issues; anc the funds 
of the Government were in most imminent jeo- 
pardy. The Seeretary of the Treasury could not 
at the time, if he would, upon his own motion, 
without the order and direcuon of Congress, have 
checked this growing evil; fe could not have 
changed the course. 

The author of the resolution himself, in a mest 
able speech which he made in the House of 
Representatives, with reference to this subject, 
much better expressed than L can the character 
and extent of the then existing evil, and the re- 
requisite remedy thereror, He remarked: 

“What was the present e Having a per- 
fecily sound national currency, and tie Gover 
ment haying no power in taet ta make asy thin; 
else current bat gold and suver, there i rown 
up, in dfferent States, a currency efpape: issued 
by banks, setting cut with the promise to pay goki 
and silver, which they had been wholly unabie to 
redeem; the consequence was, that there was a 
mass of paper afloat, of perhaps fifty milions, 
which sustained no immediate relation to the legal 
currency of the country—a paper which will not 
enable any man to pay money he owes to his 

` neighbor, or his debts to the Government. The 
banks had issued moro money than they could 
redeem, and the evil was severely felt, &c. He 
declived cecupyivg the time of the Hense to 
prove that there was a depreciation of the paper 
in circulation; the legal standard ef value was god 
and silver; the relation of paper to it proved its 
_ state, and the rate of its depreciation. Goid and 
siiver currency, he seid, was the law of the lend 
at home, and the law of the worki abroad; there 
could, in the present state of the worle, be no 
other currency. In consequence of ibe immense 
paper issu aving banished specie from civeula- 
tion, the Government bad been obliged, in direct 
violation cf existing statues, to receive the amount 
of their taxes in something which was not recog- 
- nised by law as the money of the country, and 
which was, in fact, greatly depreciated, &c. This 
was the evil. : 


ey 


“These banks, not emanating from Congress, 
what engine was Congress to use for remedying 
the existing evil? Their only legitimate pover, he 
said, was to interdict the paper of such banks a: do 


not pay specie from being received at the custom- | 


house. With a receipt of forty millions a year, he 
said, if the Government was faithful to itself and 
to the interests of the people, they could contre! 
the evil; and it was their duty to make the effort. 


They should have made it lorg ago, and they | 


ought now to make it. The evil grows every day 
worse by indulgence. if Congress did not now 
make a stand, and stop the current whilst they 
wight, would they, when the current grew strong- 
er and stronger, hereafter doit? Lf this Congress 
should adjourn without attempting a remedy, he 
sid, it would desert its duty.” 

It became the bounden duty ef Congress to in- 
terpose, anil by some decisive act, to stop all further 
receipts of this depreciated paper money; to im- 
prove the currency of the country; to recder safe 
the funds ofthe nation, and to inspire public con- 
fidence in the resonices of the Government. It 
was ata time like this, and under circumstances 
like these, that the resolution of the 30th of April, 
1816, was presented; and the last clause of. thet 
resolution speaks to the then Secretary of the 
Treasury, and through him, to all the receivers of 
the public money, and more especially to the 
banks themseives, which had flooded the nation 


with their over-issues of uncurrent and deprecia- | 


ted paper, a langusge which no mortal can mis- 
understand. It declsres: 

“That from and sfter the 20th day of February 
next, no dutics, taxes, debts, or swis of mcney 
accrning or becoming payable to the Unit. States, 
ought to be collected or receive! otherwise than 
in the kgal currency cf the United States, or 
Treasury notes, or notes o the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States, or in notes of banks which are puyable 
and paid cn demand, inthe said legal currency of 


the United States,” most clearly indicating that j 
the resoiution, in thispait, was merely advisory. Te | 


expressed the sense of Congress in relation to its 
subject-matter, M said to the Sreretary, that he 
should not thereaft:r receive any uneturrent piper, 
andit had the whole <ffe.t intended. It checked 
at onee the issues of these banks; it produced, as 


if by magic, an entire revolution in the currency; | 
ves fo resume specie | 


it indaced the banks them 
payments; it performed faithfully its whe'e o 
fice, and thus the matter ended. No buman 5e- 
ing then supposed that the resolution was intend- 
ed to be absolutely imperative upon the Secretary; 
that it went to adi the local paper of specie- 
paying banks to the legal currency. 

“ At the time of the zdontien oi this resoluticen, 
debts accruing to the United States, whether on 
account of the sales of the public lands, or at the 
custom-house, or from othe? scurces of revenue, 
were in fact received in parts of the coun- 
try, but evidently in disregard of the law, in the 
votes of the Stats banks, which did net redeem 
their paper, ‘by cash payments” By this reso- 
lution it was obvicucly made the duty of the Trea: 
sury to correct that departure from law as soen as 
practicable; and it was, as is cqually ob viens, imi- 
perative on the Department, after the 20ch Febru- 
ary, 1817, to allow nothing to he received in pay- 
ment of debts due tothe United States but the I 
iconey of the United Sates, Treasury notes, rotes 
of ihe Bank of the United States, or ef those State 
banks the notes of which were payable and psid 
on demand is cash.” 

This constraction, given to the joint resolution 
of 1816, by its author himself, when its partientar 
obligations, and the duties of our public officers 
under that resulution, were among the subjects 
then under consideration, appears to ine lo be 
correct, 
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The resolution manifestly was intended | 


to express the sense of Congress upon what had | 


been the practice of the Treasury Departme:tic 
relation to the kind of money in which the debts 
the Government had been collected; and, in 
terms mest obvious, to restrain the Treasury De- 
partment from every such departure from the re- 
quirements of existing law, after the 2Gth of Fe- 
bruary, 1817. But tae resolution mikes no change 
in the law; it does noi, ia terms, nor by faie im- 


plication, establish the notes of all specie-paying 


Senate. _ 


banks as legai currency, and make them, as such, 
receivable for the customs and for the public 
lands. 

Letus examine the whole resolution. 
Vides: 

“ That the Secretary of the Treasury ‘be, and 
he hereby is, required and directed to adopt such 
measures as he may dzem recessary to cause, as 
soon as may be, ‘all duties, taxes, debts, or sums 
of money, accruing or becoming payab!e to the Uni- 
ted States, to be collected and paid in the legal 
currency of the United States, or Treasury nates, 
or notes of the Bank of the United States, as by 
law provided and declared, or in notes of banks 
which are payable, and paid on demand, in the 
said legal currency of the United States; and that 
from and aiter the twentieth day of February next, 
no such duties, taxes, debts, or sums of money, 
accruing ov becoming pay ble tothe United States, 
as aforesaid, ought to be collected or received 
otherwise than in the legal currency of the Uni- 
ted States, 9o” Treasury notes, or notes of the 
Bank of the United States, or in notes of banks 
which a:e payable, and paid on demand, in the said 
legal currency ofthe United States.” 

TI would ask, what obligation was imposed upon 
the Secretary of the Treasury by. this joint reso- 
lution? Nothing more, and nothing less, than to 
forbear henceforward from receiving uncurrent 

tate bank paper in payment of duties and of debts 
of every description; and tu adopt such measures 
as he may deem necessury to cause all the public 
dues to be collected, as the law requires, viz; in 
the legal curreacy ofthe United States, in gold or 
si ver, in Freasary votes, or in the bilsof the Bank 
of the Unite! States. The vets of Congress lad 
established each and all as legal currency, and 
given direction to public officers to receive them 
as such. This resouution established no new 
currency; it did not repes! nor add to ary act of 
Congress which designated the kind of money re- 
ceivatle, . 

Irth resolution is imperative, if it be obliga- 
tory, then the Secretary had no diseretion. He 
was-bound fo take the bills of all seecie-paying 
banks, as well es the notes of the Bank of the United 
States, in payment for duties. But, according to. 
my apprehension, the plain, sensible, common» 
sense meaning to be given to the resolution is, 
that ihe Secretary should, after its passsge, adopt 
such meuns as ke might deem necessary to have 
the rovanuie of the Government receivable in the 
‘acy—~‘he currency then established by 
Tengress; and if, for matter of individual 
eecommerlation, it should be found necessary to 
relax at all, i» such case the Secretary of the 
Preasury shouid no konger receive the paper of 
non-specie-paying barks; that he should; in no 
event, be justified in taking the bills of any bank 
which are not pevabie, and paid on demad, in 
the said tegal currency of the United Stat s 
The rescluson, in this respect, is merciy advisory 
to the Beeretary. TF wes intunded to resirain him 
from eoilecting the revenne in the way and man- 
ner it had been coll. cted for years before; and it 
wes alse clearly inter give auihority, to give 
counlenaner, to the Seeretary of the Treasury for 
atime, in relaxing the colo of law—in departing 
from the requisitions of existing statutes—so far 
as he might receive the paper of specie-paying 
banks for the pube dues. Put it cannot, it 
seems to me, be contended fur a moment that 
here was an ton male to the legal currency 
ef the coun t. henoef ard, the collectors | 
woud be boucd to take in pay- 


‘It pro- 


a 


and receive 
mert for end iands the bills of State 


banks paying specie » hen demanded. 

The reseinton was inten led to operat: for a 
time asa waiver on the part cf the Government of 
its 3 could not be regarded as a posi- 
ralified, and obtigatory statutory provi- 
a hw could never have been literally 
ied into effect The receiver at New Orieans 
ould net be presacd to know the tiue character 
of the bank paper my own State; and yet he would 
be bound so to de, if the resolution was imperative 
and obligatory. That resolution was offered, as 1 
have before stated, immediately after the act was 
passed establishing the United States Bank; and. 
according te the construction now given toit, the 
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exclusive privilege which had been given to that 

' institution was taken away. The resolution, if it 

` does not in terms repeal the fourteenth section of 
the bank charter, practically renders that section 
to the bank itself unimportant, and imposed upon 
the bank new obligations under the charter ex- 
tremely onerous, and of great hazard to the inte- 
rests of that institution. This never was, it never 
could have been, intended. The law was-not, in 
terms, changed by the resolution; and if the reso- 

‘lution, having the effect of law, is imperative and 
mandatory in this particular, then, mst clearly, it 

` follows that it must be general in its operations; it 
cannot be in force in Boston, and of no effect in 
Baltimore; and yet it has been admitted that the 
collector at New Orleans would not be bound to 
receive a bill of a specie paying bank issued in 
New Hampshire. ‘This admission, correct in point 
of fact, gives to this measure its true character. It 
clearly shows that the framer of this resolution 
himself did not regard it as an absolute provision 
of law, but rather as a matter of practice, which 
was to be. confided to the sound discretion of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

The Bank of the United States was to receive 
in deposite the money of the Government; and 
it was bound to transfer, from place to place, 
without charge, the public funds; and yet, as I 
have before said, immediately after the passage 
of the joint resolution of 1816, the bank itself re- 
fused to receive ov deposite the biils of specie- 
. paying banks, and pass them to the general cre- 
dit of the Government, and to transfer them, 
without charge, as a part and portion of the pub- 
Tic funds. The Senator from Massachusetts, in 
his report-in the case of Mr. Crawford, says: 

“That institution (the United States Baik) is 
indeed bound to give necessary facilities for trans- 
ferring the public funds from place to place; but 
this can only mean cash funds; and it is bound also 
_to receive money in deposite for the United States; 
but it is not bound to receive in deposite, as cash, 

_ the bills of any banks whatever but its own, al- 
though they may come within the provisions of 
the resolution of 1816” Apr:1 thus the course 
of the bank was justified, and its proceeding 
never called forth any action of Congress ex- 
preszive of its disapprobation. But how could 
sucli a course of proceeding be justified if the 
bills of State banks paid in specie on demand 
were by law added to the currency of the country ? 
If the receivers were bound at all events to take 
the bills of specie-payizg banks in payment for 
public lands and for customs, the United States 
Bank were also bound to receive them in depo- 
posite. They wert to make up a part of the 
public funds cf the Governmens; and yet receiv- 
ers were justified in not taking the bilis of specie- 
paying bunks in payment for ihe public dues, and 
the Bank was justified in using to receive 
them in deposite, and of transferring thera asa 
part of the fuads of the Government without 
charge. This is wholly irreconcileable with the 
idea, and with the fact, that such bills had been 
legalized, absolutely and unqualifiedly, as cur- 
renty. 

The resolution could notin any way affect the 
power of the President over the sniject. He 
was bound to see the laws faithfully executed. 
The laws remained unaltered, the same af- 
ter as before the resolution. The power and the 
duty of the President was the same after as before 
the resolution. 

The construction which I have now given to 
the resolution of 1816, has been given to jt not 
only by public officers, but that construction has 
been sustained by Congress, with reference to 
this subject, from that time to the present, and not 
until this period has thc correctness of this con- 
struction, and of the corresponding practice cf the 
Government, been questioned, 

_ In areport to the Senate, made by the present 
Secretary of the Treasury at the last session of 
Congress, he. remarked, that, according to a 
construction adopted by Mr. Hamilton, “the 
Treasury into which the money was to be eventu- 
ally paid, as the ehief pecuniary agent of the 
Government, could: waive its right to specie, 
-and.could consent. to receive .the ‘notes of State 
- panks, when, deemed by itinali respects egiya- 
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_ceipt of notes of State banks paying specie, has not 


lent to specie; and by the joint resolution of Con- 
gress in 1816, which impliedly gave some sanc- 
tion to this original practice, by prehibiting the 
Treasvry Department longer to receive the notes 
of State banks not.paying specie, and which. it 
had in the great emergencies of the war allowed 
to be taken for public dues. The clause in the 
joint resolution of 1816, not forbidding the re- 


bren understood as amounting te an express grant 
of power, making those State notes a tender for 
public dues; else the explicit favor granted to the 
United States bank notes alone would have been 
nugatory.” 

Mr. Crawford, in 1817, after the establishment 
of the United States Bank, issued circulars pro- 
hibiting United States officers from receiving any 
bills which will not be received hy them and credited 
as cash—and why was this? It will be recollected 
that by the 16th section of the charter, the money 
of the United States was to be deposited in the 
bank and tts branches, Thischarter had been ac- 
cepted,and the corporation had gone into operation 
under it, and was bound to receive in depcsite the 
money, the legal currency, of the country; but 
among its first acts, as I have before said, was an 
unconditional refusal to receive on general deposite 
the bills of State Banks, even the bilis of those 
State Banks payable and paid on demand in spe- 
cie. It results from this fact, that the Bank of 
the United States. considered that the bills of local 
banks, be their character ever so rood, were not 
money, were not legal currency which they were 
bound to take in deposite, and hence this circular 
of Mr. Crawford became necessary. 

Fn*1826 Mr. Rush extended this indulgence to 
certain enumerated State banks—not to all the 
specie paying banks.of the country, but to certaia 
specified banks; but enjoined that “as the receipt 
of any of the local or State hank notes may be dis- 
continued at anv time witiout previous notice, it 
will be well for those who have payments to make, 
to provide themselves with specic, or notes of the 
United States Bank or its branches, to guard 
against change that maybe found proper in re- 
gard to the notes of the local or State banks.” 

if that joint resolution of 1816 was imperative 
and obligatory, it is somewhat surprising that it 
should have received such a commentary from the 
head of the Treasury Department. 

Mr. Taney, the late Secretary of the Treasury, 
issued a circular dated March 26, 1834, in which 
he says: : 

“Reports occasionally reacii Washington, unfa- 
vorable to the credit of particular State banks. 
Many of these rumors are, no doubt, without foun- 
dation; but itis the duty of public officers to be 
continually watchful of the public interests, and 
it therefore is expected that you will be careful to 
receive the notes of no banks except such as are 
in good credit, and pay specie promptly for their 
notes when presented; and you are to receive nme 
except such asthe bank in which you deposite will 
agree to pass to the credit of the United States as 
cash: and, in order to remove all possible grounds 
of controversy or complaint, you will immediately, 
on the receipt of this letter, obtain from the bank 


| in which you deposite, a list of the State banks 


whose notes they will consent to receive and pass 
to the credit of the United Statesas above men- 
tioned.” i 

KRepudisting the idea that receivers were bound 
atali events, to take the notes of ail specie-paying 
banks in psyment, but that the United States Bank 
formeriy, and the deposite banks since, should 
have the selection “of those whose notes should 
be received on account of the revenue.” 

If this joint resolution was absolutely binding, it 
is difficult to account for the fact, that it has never 
been observed, but has been disregarded univer- 
sally, by the fiscal agents of the Government, with- 
out calling forth any action of Congress, If it 
was a right secured to specie paying banks, it is 
wonderful that not one of those numerous institu- 


-tions has ever presumed to. lay its grievances be- 


fore Congress, that the agents of the Government 
had refused to receive its paper in payment of cus- 
toms, or of lands, which they were bound to do 
under the joint resolution of 1816, a 

I cannotthen consider the order of the 11th Ji nly 
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last as illegal—as against the material binding pro- 
visions of the resolution of the 30th April, 1816. 
I cannot regard the issuing of that order as any 


| assampticn of power on the part of the President. 


And foraught I see, the order must stand, unless 
the President shall see fit himself. to withdraw ‘it; 
or unless Congress, by its own legislation, shall 
take away the foundation upon which that order 
rests—shall pass some law that shall render the order 
itself incperative. 

In reference to the policy and expediency of 
that measure, I am free to admit, that a great di- 
versity of opinion is entertained by different por- 
tions of the business community. Tbe President 
says that he directed the issuing of the order 
with a view to the safety of ihe public funds, and 


| to the:interests of the people generaliy. No man, 


unless familiarly acquainted with the state and con- 
dition of the baoks which had in deposite the 
public funds, the practices of those institutions 
with reference to the facilities furnished to the 
purchasers of the public domain, the amount of 
the actual sales of the public lands, and the means 
used in making these acquisitions from time to 
time, could determine the policy, expediency, or 
necessity, of such an order as that which was 
issued on the 1ith of July last. 

Ybe reasons which induced the President to 
direct the issuing of the specie circular, are given 
in the circular, and in the messsage, and in the re- 
port of the Secretary of the Treasury. {t seems 


| tame they were reasons.in no way conflicting 


with the constitution or the law. Certainly some 


| of the very reasons had been urged by gen- 


ismen on the other side during the last session of 

Congress. To save the public domain from pesse 
ing into the hands of speculators; to preveni en 
iraproper use of the public funds in deposite; to 
check the issues of over-trading banks, and to save 
the property of the nation, were among the rea- 
sons which induced the Executive to send forth 
the specie circular, And these very considerations 
were reiterated time and again on this floor in the 
course of the last sesssion, in relation to the secu- 
rity and safety of the money of the uation then de- 
posited in the State banks. i 

The President, then, was bound, if the reasons 
stated were founded in fact, fo issue this order, 
which was to effect the very objects so much de- ` 
sired at the last ‘session—ihe safety of the publie 
funds, and the preservation of lke public domain. 

The order could never have been issued from 
any political considerations—from any desire for 
individual popularity; every man must have known 
that its political effect would have been precisely 
that which has been produced. Higher conside- 
rations than-a thirst for personal popularity, or for 
political distinction, must have prompted the 
President to have issued this order. It was no- 
thing less than a settled conviction that the public 
interest demanded the measure. He designed it 
as a mere temporary expedient; and it remains 
now for Congress to decide whether any thing, 
and if any thing, what, shall be done in relation to 
this matier. 

I am not, Mr. President, however,so much in 
favor of aa exclusive metailic currency, that I am 
prepared, atthe present time, toagree to any propo- 
sition, which shall in effect legislate bank paper 
out of circulation. Ido not believe that it would be 
wise to estäb'ish an exclusive metallic currency as 
the settled, fixed, and determined policy of this Go- 
vernment. ‘The country is not prepared for such 
a revolution in its circulating medium. The true 
interests of the community, require that all such 
changes should be gradual and. progressive, Any 
violent and extraordinary alteration in the cur- 
rency of a country, will invariably bring embar- 
rassmeni, confusion, distress, and inia. Tam not, 
therefore, for any great alterations at the present 
time, slthough I am for adopting such an arrange- 
ment as will bring into circulation more specie, 
and put out of circulation all bank paper of a 
small. denomination. I shall with great readiness, 
Mr. President, come in aid of any proposition 
which shall have for its object the introduction of 
more specie, and of jess paper, among us. But to 
my mind, thetime has not arrived when the cur- 
rency should be exclusively metallic. The whole 
amount of specie in our country is inadequate for 


| 
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the transaction of its necessary business. Even 
the three hundred millions of banking capital, ia 
addition thereto, is regarded as insufficient. 

The amendment proposed by the Senator of 


- Virginia must produce some good effect; it will, 


in a measure, exclude from circulation bank paper 
of a Jess denomination than five dollars. As far 
as it goes it has my approbation, and will receive 
my support, in case the mover will so modify his 
proposition as to prehibit the deposite banks from 
exercising a- power over the currency, which 
should be reposed in the Treasury Department. 
The principle set forth in the amendment I ap- 
prove; and that is, to improve the currency by 
bringing into circulation more specie. But it 
would be altogether ineffectual, so long as the 
States shall exercise the power of incorporating 
local banks, for Congress to attempt to prohibit 
the issues of such banks. All that we can do we 
will do, and that is, to attempt to improve the 
character of such a paper currency, by refusing 
to receive in payment billa of a small denomina- 
tion. But, Mr. President, if | have a correct un- 
derstanding of the positions of the Senator from 
Ohio, upon the subject of banking operations in 
the West, there certainly was at least one good 
reason for the issue of the specie circular—to chick 
the excessive issues of their local bank paper. 

The Senator says ‘that the benks do not issue 
their notes upon the specie in their vaults. The 
notion is utterly fallacious; it is the staple pro- 
duce of the country which those bank notes pur- 
chase; if is the pork and flour of the West, the 
cotton and sugar of the Souih, that is the true 
capital on which the banks make their issues,” 

“The business of the country could not be trans- 
acted if the issues of bank paper were based on 
gold and silver alone.” 

I live in a wool growing country; and that arti- 


_ cle, for some years paat, has constituted one of tic 


principal sources of business operations. It an- 
nually adds to the substance of our farmers, and it 
furnishes to the merchant the means of making his 
remittances; but I never supposed or believed that 
this staple of my country wasthe basis upon which 
our local banks make their issues. I live in the 
immediate vicinity of banks whose capital exceeds 
half a million of dollars; and I entertain no doubt 
that, in the places where those institutions are 
situated, there is annually disbursed more than 
one half of the capital of those banks in the pur- 
chase of wool; and the paper of those banks is is- 
sued within a period of 90 days, to purchase and 
to pay for this amount of that article; but no hu» 
mah being connected with the banks ever calcu- 
lated on the value of the material itself for the re- 
demption of their paper, or did the banks ever is- 
sue their paper upon such a capital. No, sir, 
their reliance was on the gold and siiver in their 
vaults, on their specie funds; but mere than all 
on the intrinsic value of the discounted paper; 
and whenever banks undertake to issue paper te 
pass current as money, equivalent to specie, based 
on no metallic capital, but upon the produce of 
the country—upon the pork and flour of the West 
-~and to rely, for the redemption of their paper, 
upon the sales of such produce, sooner or later, 
by the fluctuations of trade, the sudden depres- 
sions of the staples of our country, such banks 
must experience severe losses, if not an entire 
prostration. . 

I repeat it, sit, and I appeal to every man con- 
versant with banking for the correctness of my 
position, that the solvency and security of banks 
must depend essentialiy upon the intrinsic value 
of its discounted paper, in connection with its spe- 
cie funds, which ordinarily amounts te one-third of 
its whole circulation. Some bank, peculiarly cir- 
camstanced, and possessing great facilities and ex- 
traordinary privileges, may have within its control 
specie equal to its whole circulation, but not equal 
to its whole liabilities, The banks of New Eng- 
land, on an average, do not possess a specie capi- 
tal within their control, or specie funds, exceeding 
one-third of the whole amount of their paper circu- 
lation, and actual liabilities; but they rely for their 
entire solvency on the worth of the debts due to 
them, on the intrinsic value of their discounted 
paper; and. every man conversant with banking 
must know that it is a safe reliance, and thata 
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bank doing business upon the principles I have 
stated can never be sn embarrassed as to put 
in jeopardy its own bank notes. i 

The Seerctary of the Treasury has, as usual, re- 
ceived his full snare of abuse for his supposed con- 
nection with, and participation in, the order'of the 
lith of July. It remains yet to be ascertained 
whether that act shall receive the approbation or 
disapprobation cf the American people. I leave 


the matter with them: the issue is made up—the™ 


reasons for and against the measure have been set 
forth—-et judgment be renilered. In the decision of 
that tribunal to which the Executive has so suc- 
cessfully and so triumphantly appealed on former 
occasions, he will most cheerfully acquiesce. 

_ But the attacks which have been made upon the 
Secretary of the Treasury pending this debate, 
have not been confined to the specie circular. His 
wait of judgment, of financial skill, of tact, and of 
talent, has been made most clearly to appear (as 
has been said) in bis estimate of the receipts and 
expenditures for the year 1836, as presented in his 
official report at the commencement of the last 
session of Congress. This charge has become 
somewhat stale, worn out by its long-continued use, 
These reiterated attacks upon that officer establish 
one fact beyond all possibility of dgubt—that the 
gentlemen who make these charges consider that 
they are contending with no ordinary enemy, but 
with an enemy talented, powerful, and if not in- 
vulnerable, certainty not easily vunquished. 

At the last session I attempted to show how 
these extraordinary receipts had found their way 
into the Treasury. I then stated, and I now be- 
lieve, that the fact itself of there being a most ex- 
traordinary amount received during the curgent 
year, is no evidence of want of sagacity or judg- 
ment in making and presenting the estimates as 
they were made and presested in 1835. If the 
Secretary had then presumed to have estimated 
24 millions as the probable amount which would 
be received in the course of the coming year from 
the sales ofthe public lands—-if he had estimated that 
twenty millions would be received from customs, 
and Congress relying on that estimate, had pro- 
ceeded to make appropriations accordingly, and 
it had turned out that no greater sum than usual 
had been received from the sales of lands, or from 
the duties on imports, what would the gentlemen 
then have said? They would have denounced him 
indeed as a visionary statesman, and in whom no 
confidence shonld be reposed. Such estimates, 
founded on no facts, but the result of mere con- 
jecture, would have justly exposed him to the 
charge of rashness and of folly. 

What is the course to be pursued by a prudent, 
calculating, sensible, and discreet officer at the 
bead of the Treasury Department, in present- 
ing his estimates of receipts and. expenditure:? 

He is fo ascertain what had been the actual re- 
ceipts in former years; whether they had increas. 
ed beyond the natural increase, which would re- 
sult from an increase of the population of the coun- 
try; and, if so, to study the causes of such an in- 
crease, and to make up his estimates of receipts 
with reference to the population and condition of 
the country. It is, after all, but an estimate; it 
cannot be regarded as fact; it is ina measure con- 
jectural, and the Secretary is greatly abused for 
guessing so badly. But the honorable Senator 
from South Carolina, in his report upon Executive 
patronage, fellinto the same error. He under es- 
timated the receipts from the sales of the public 
lands as well as from customs. If I am not mis- 
teken, it will be found that the extraordinary 
amount received from the sales of the public 
lands was received from mere private entries, and 
were not the proceeds of public sales. How was 
it possible for the Secretary to know, or even to 
conjecture, who would purchase, and what amount 
would be purchased, of the public land at private 
sale, within agiven period? Things, I believe, 
had gone on in the usual mode up to July or Au 
gust, 1835, and then speculation began to break 
forth. It will be found that there was no very 
unusual increase until August of that year. The 
Secretary is now obliged to make up his estimate 
a month. sooner that was formerly practised, 
and at a time when he could not have received 
the whole returns of October; and although he 


does estimate the proceeds at a half of a million. ~ 
more than usual, yet, Lam free to admit, that. the 
estimate falls far Aa of the reality; but, in mak. 
ing this admission, I cannot see that thereby any. 
fauit, any want of discerament, any want. of. forè- 
sight, of calculation, or of judgment, is chargeable 
upon the Secretary of the Treasury. It will ap- 
pear that the actual receipts of the fourth quarter, 
ending with December, in 1834, from lands and 
customs, were but five and one-third millions; 
while those for the last quarter of 1835 were 
above eleven and one-third millions; and not so 
much land was advertised within the last as with- 
in the first period. ‘The sales of lands in that ` 
quarter ran up to five anda half millions, a sum 
exceeding the whole sales of any oné year since 
1820. łn December alone the sales amounted to 
two and one-third millions, when usually not over > 
half a million sold in that month. And, in relation to 
the receipts from customs, I might add, that the 
destruction by fire in New York, of some seven- ` 
teen millions of merchandise, rendered fresh ime: 
portations necessary, which greatly increased the 
receipts from that source of revenue, and which 
could not have been considered by the Secretary. 

I cannot believe. that in November, 1835, with all 
the lights then cast upon this subject, that the 
gentleman from South Carolina himself could or 
would have anticipsted such an extraordinary 
amount of revenue, Gut it is enough for me to say, - 
hat the Secretary ofthe Treasury, in making. his 
estimates of receipts for the yerr 1836, was go- 
verned, in a measure, by the actual receipts of 
former years from the same sources. But who- 
ever calculates the receipts of any subsequent 
year by the actual receipts of the year 1836, will 
find that he has committed a greater and a more 
hazardous error than has been committed by the 
present Secretary. ; 

The manner of executing the deposite bill of 
the last session is also made a matter of grave 
charge against the Secretary; and the pecuniary 
distress which now exists in our commercial cities, 
(and F am most willing to agree that it is most se- 
vere,) has been here and elsewhere charged ` 
upon the Secretary, as the unavoidable effect of 
the manner of his executing that bill, Now, Mr. 
President, I think I shall find little difficulty in 
showing that the Secretary could not have done 
less, without a violation’ of the law, and without 
wholly disregarding the state of public opinion 
and the just expectations of the community. It 
was the forbearance of the Secretary which has 
saved, if not the banks themselves, certainly the 
commercial and mercantile community, from se- 
verer trials, embarrassments, and sacrifices. The 
Secretary could not have done less; he might have 
done more; and the few failures which have oc- 
curred in our commercial cities, in carrying into 
effect the provisions of the deposite bill, are evi- 
dence of the high character, resources, and re- 
sponsibilities, of our mercantile community, 

It was early alleged that the Treasury Depart- 
ment would not execute the deposite bill; that 
under some pretence or other the Secretary 
would deiay carrying into effect its provisions, and 
thereby frustrate the just expectations of the peo- 
ple. These allegations were made and reiterated 
after the adjournment of Congress, because the 
money was not immediately rem ved from those 
places where too much had accumulated, to points 
where there was litle or none of the public 
funds. 

The act to regulate the deposites of the public 
money was approved on the 23d of June last, and 
it is a tact well known, that on the following day 
the Secretary of the Treasury commenced a cor- 
respondence, haying for its object the selection of 
additional banks for the deposite and keeping of 
the public money. It was manifestly the duty of 
the Secretary of the Treasury ‘‘to selectas soon 
as may he practicable, and employ as the deposi-. 
tories of the money of the United. States,” such 
new banks as may. be located at, adjacent or cone 
venient to the points or places at which the reye- 
nues may be collected or disbursed, requiring 
him at all events to select at least one bank in 
each State and. Territory, if one can be found: 
willing to be employed as a depository of the 
‘HE public money; and the act requires that the Se. 
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cretary of the Treasury shali not suffer to remain | 
in any deposite bank an amount of the public mo- 
neys more than three-fourths of the amount of its 
capital stock actually paid, for a longer time than 
may be necessary to make the transfers, for pur- 
poses of equalization ; and in the event of too 
great an accumulation of deposites in any bank, 


such transfers: shall be made to the nearest de. 
posite banks which fare considered safe and sa- 
cure.” . ’ 

Such were some of the provisions of the bill | 
regulating merely the denosites of the public mo- 
ney ia the deposite banks, 

The Secretary was then obliged, as soon as 
practicable, to select in the diffrent States the 
additional deposite banks made necessary. He 
was not at liberty to postpone or to delay this ser- 
vice. The act was imperative ; for tne great and 
leading argment urged in favor of this biil wus, 
that such an accumulation of the public money at 
particular points, and in particular banks, was ex- 
Posing to hazard the publie funds; and he was, 
therefore, in the most explicit manner, required 
“not to suffer a greater amount of the public money 
than a sum equal to three-fourthe of the eapitai of |} 
any deposite bank to remain in such deposite 
bank, but at once to remove auch excess to other | 
places of deposite, for the purpose cf equaliza- | 
tion.” 

The duty enjoined upon the Secretary under 
these provisions of the deposite bill, was clear and 
promptly met and 
faithfully performed. The banks were selected | 
with as little deluy as possible; and the document 
now on the table, will show how early thess trans- i 
fers were msde for the purpose of eg ion, jl 
and to prevent any bank retaining in deposite of : 


the public money an amount beyond three- 
fourths of its capital, ‘for any tonger time than 
was necessary,” So much for the charge nnde 
against the Secretary at the time for neglecting io | 
execute the deposite bill, ! 


But w en the money began to bem ved, after | 
the additional deposite banks had been selected, | 
and after due notice had been given to those | 
banks which then beld in deposite of the pub- | 
lic money, an amount beyond three fourths of 
their c+ pital, that they must prepare to make the 
requisite transfers, then forsooth, an universal 
hue and cry was raised against the Secretary, for | 
making any removal of any portion of the public 
Money, until the first of January; alleging that 
it was arbitrary and oppressive on the part of the 
Secretary, not required by the letter or by the 
spirt of the act; and that snch an unrcasonable 
proceeding would produce unnecessary distress 
among the banks, and the unavoidable ruin of 
thousands of our mercantile community. Thusblow- | 
ing both hot and cold, bla: te the Secretary for his 
pretended acts of emission, and for his real acts of 
commission. Under the provisions of the set to 
which 1 have referred, the Secretary deubted 
whether-he should have the power before the first 
day of Jannary, 1857, to remore from particular 

f 
of the Treasury ` from making transfers from 
banks in one State ‘op Territory, to banks in 
another State or Territory, whenever such trans- | 
fers may be required, in order to prevent large 
and inconvenient accumulations in particular | 
places, or ia order to produce a due equality and 
Just proportion, according to the provisions ‘of 
said act.” j 
The Secretary was bound, then, ascordinge to 
the plain English of these two acts, without felay, ~ 
to set: himself about removing from one set of | 
banks, which: then keld of the public money 
an amount beyond three-fourths of their 
about 1834 mikions of dollars, 
“this in various other banks in 


points in any one State where there should be 
accumulated a great excess of the public money to 
any place beyond the limits of stich State; and so 
settled was the public mind as to the conrse to be 
pursued in such a case, and so decided was the 
public sentiment, that no sooner were those doubts 
known to éxist, than Congress passed the act 
‘supplementary to the act to regulate the depa- 
sites of the public money,” which provides “that 
nothiag in the act to which this is a supplement, 
shall be so construed as to Prevent the Seorctary 


capital, | 
and to deposite 
the different States; 


{| States, in- proportion to their 


and to this may be added twerity-two millions, col. 
leeted since the passage of the bill. All this was to 
be done independent of those provisions of the act 
‘which required that the surplus in the Treasury, 
on the first of Januzry, above five millions, should 
be deposited with the several States. _ The money 
on the passage of the deposite bill, which 
was cn deposite in banks in the city of New 
York, could not be left in that city, because 
the money then there, and what was there collect 
ing monthly from imports, would make en aggre- 
gate excesding three-fourths of their whole bank- 
ing capital, There was in deposite in that city, on 
the 23d of June last, about thirteen millions; there 
is collected ordinarily from custéms, about one and 
a quarter million esch month. Their whole 


banking capital does not, it is believed, exceed. 


eghtzeu millions. The Secretary then could not, 
witheut a direct violation of his duty, have suffered 
this amount of Money there to remain, even if ‘every 
barking company in that city had been willing to 
have been employed as a depository. [have stated 
that the Secretary found it necessary, in the d's- 
charze of bis duty, to remove about eighteen and 
one-third millions of dollars. This very operation 
is cause enough for the pressure which exists in 
our great commercial cities. No one at all ac- 
quainted with business, but must admit, that every 
dollar of this meney had been loaned by one set 
of banks-to their customers; and the process of 
transferring, made it necessary te collect from 
those customers, for those banks, in order that it 
miglit be removed to another set of banks. This 
was areal aad an importast money transaction. 
Tt was not an affair which could have ordi- 
uarily been done without an actual collection of 
the meney from the debtors of the deposite banks. 
By the deposite bill itself, the banks which held 
the public money were required to pay interest on 
all over one-fourth of the money in deposite; and 
it mnst, then, have been fairy presumed that the 
money of the Government which had been placed 
in the deposite banks was ont on loan. The fuet 
was sc; and, as £ have before said, the very process 
of collecting from one set of customers at one set 
ov banks, and paying cver to another, furnishes 
cause enough for the prevailing pressure. 

Who does not recollect the complaint made by 
the B-nk of the United States in 1833, for the re- 
moval of the deposites from that institution, less by 
one-balf in amount than coanged places under the 
late act of Congress? Who does not recollect the 
pretended cistress and rnin which was alleged to 
be the consequence of that act of removal, when 
even the actual amount then taken from the Bank of 
the United States was not removed at once, but 
only as needed to pay warrants, Where there 
were great exccsses of the public money in any 
State, as in New York, Louisiana, and Mis:issippi, 
it was expected that the Secretary would at once 
remove such excesses to other States having little 
o! none of the pubiic money, While those States 
had millions upon millions, New Jersey and De- 
laware had none; and beyond all question it was 
this sentiment which produced the supplemental 
act, It was tien the bounden duty of the Secreta. 
ry to take from those points where it had accumu- 
lated too mnch, and to put the money were there 
was a deficiency. He would have been false to 
his duty, he would have failed to have answered 
pulic expectation, if he had not done this, We 
was bound to make these transfers and these 
changes as gradual and as easy, and in a way to 
preduce as little sudden fluctuation, as possible, 
Yo make them, he was under an imperious ebliga- 
tion. But the deposite bill has other important 
provisions, imposing ciher and different duties 
and obligations upon the Secretary of the Treasu 
ry. He wes required to make en equalization of 
the public money among the States, and to collect 
and to pay over te the States (with the exception 
of five millions) what should be in the Treasury 
on the first of January, 1837. He was-in truth to 
prepare to apportion among the States near! y forty 
millions of dollars; arid on the first of January, he 


‘was'to deposite one-fourth of the sum wih the 


both Houses of Congress; and the whole surplus 
then ‘in the Treasury was to be transferred on or 
‘before the first day of October from the deposite 


representation in- 


banks, and placed with the several Statcs; and ihis 
part of the duty of the Secretary has been com. 
menced and prosecuted with as lithe embarrass 
ment as possible to the commercial and mercantile 
community. The distribution has not yet ail taken 
place; far diffarent. From what has been said here 
and elsewhere, one would naturaliy infer that the 
‘Secretary of the Treasury had actually removed 
to the several States their respective proportions of 
tie surplus wh:ch would be inthe Treasury on the 
first of January next. Let us for a moment see 
how this matteris. There is now in New York an 
excess of six millions; and when Congress adjourn- 
ed, New York had in deposite nearly thirteen mil- 
lions. Upon the basis of dividing among the 
States thirty-seven millions, she would be entitled 
to retain only a little over five millions. She bas 
now in deposite, as appears from the last returns, 
eleven milions and six hundred thousend dollars. 
New York, then, has not been depieted. The col- 
fections there made for customs have very nearly 
kept pace with the transfers which kave been or- 


` dered from that city. 


There is now an excess in Massachusetts of 
over a million; she has rescived $300,000 more 


‘than she had when the bil passed, and she then 


had $309,000 more vhan her share of thirty-seven 
millions. In Louisiana there is an excess of over 
three millions; in Mississippi one and a half; in 
Missouri over a milien; in Alabama, Obio, India- 
na, and Michigan, there are now excesses of the 
public money, as will appear by an examination of 
the table appended to the annual report of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury. On the 23d of June last, 
eighteen, out of the then twenty-four States, had ` 
less of the public money in deposite within their 
limits, than they would be entitled to have under 
the provisions of the deposite act. While New 
York, Massachusetts, Louisiana, Mississippi, Mis- 
souri, ard Alabama, then had and now have ex- 
vesses; and nota single one of the eighteen, by 
transfers, lias yet received its proportion of the 
thirty-seven millions. The Secretary clearly had 
the power to fiilup and equalize the whole; his 
forbearance alone has saved, as ‘I have remarked, - 
if not the hanks themselves, certainly many of the 
commercial coma.unity, from entire ruin. For I 


| am most free to admit that the present distress and 


pecuniary pressure ig most severe. What would 
have been the consequences if the Secretary had 
cansed to be transferred the whole thirty-seven 
millions, can better be imagined than described. 

I have said thet Ohio and Indiana have now an 
excess, The fact is so; and it arises from the 
sales of the public lands in Indiana. The nearest 
d: posite banks to Indiana are thosein Ohio. The 
bauks in Indiana, and they are ali employed, have 
now an excess beyond the proportion of that State 
of nearly a million, The Secretzry was bound to 
make transf-rs, from time to time, from those 
banks, and hence it accounts for some of the trans- 
fers to, and deposite in Ohio. 

Upon the basis of depositing thirty-seven mil- 
lions with the States, from the fast returns, it will 
appear that Maine is deficient in the smn of 

$700,000 


New Hampshire - - - 250,000 
Vermont « - - - 709, 000 
Connecticut ~ - - 250,000 
New Jersey - - - 460,000 
Pennsylvania - - - 1,080,000 
Virginia - - - - 1,609,000 
North Carolina - - - 1,200,000 
South Carolina ~ - - 400,000 
Georgi - - > - 800,000 

- : - 1,580,000 


that Rhode Island, Delaware, Winsis, Ar- 
kansas, M-rylan}, Kentucky, are also deficient; 
which deficiencies make an aggregate of more 
than ten millions; and at the same time, ofthe five 
millions jeit in the Treasury, not jess than three 
anda half would ordinarily be required in the 
States above named. 

The Secretary has begun gradually, proceeded 
gradually, and will accomplish gradually, the de. 
posites among the States. The whole cannot be 
completed unti the first of October, 1837; more 
than half will have tə be done after the first of 
January. : ; ; 

It has been said, by} way of objection to: the 
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course Sours of the Secretary ör the Trewsary, hal ait I. director, t beg e the Secretary of the Treasury, that ail 
this should have been done by keeping the whole 
money in the great commercial cities until wanted, 

That officer would have been faithless in the 
performance of his public duty had he so done. 

The deposite bill was passed to remove such 
great accumulations of the public money to 
places of greater security, 

"Chis was an argument repeatedly urged in fa- 
vor of the bill, lt was alleged that so great had 
been the accumulation at particula poimts, -that 
the public money in some of the deposite banks 
was insecure. 

lt was matter of constant complairt, that im- 
mense amounts were in New York and Boston, 
giving to them great and exclusive privileges in the 
use of the Government funds. It was contended 
that the money should be carried home to the re- 
spective States in just proportions, and there de- 
posited, for the use of the people ‘from whom it 
was collected and to whem it belorged. And] 
again repeat that the Secretary was bound to make 
the transfers with all reasonable daspatch, He 
has done it; and in doing this he has done but his 
duty, And when the prevent excitement shall 
have passed away, and men shall consuit their 
reason more, and their passion less, hazard no- 
thing in saying that the deliberate judgment of the 
community will be, that in the execution of the de- 
posite bill, the Secretary has done no more than 
his duty. 

These transfers from the great. depots, f from our 
commercial cities, could not fail te produce disor- 
der and embarrassment in exc! hanges, and pres- 
sure in the money market, among business men. 
It was anticipated. I well recollect, on my way 
home in July last, that the very consequences 
which have taken "place, were then represented 
as effects which must result from the execution of 
the deposite bill. It was said that it could not 
be otherwise; that the commercial cities which had 
received the money, and which had loaned the 
money, would be obliged to collect the money 
for other places, and thusa sensible embarrassment 
would be thereby unavoidabie. But is thet of it- 
self any reason why Delaware and Tennessee, 
Kentucky and New Jersey, New Hampshire and 
Vermont, should not Lave chei~ portion of the pub- 
lic money, as well as New York, Louisiana, Mas- 
sachusetts asd Mississippi? 

It was far better for the merchants themselves 
to part with the money by degr rees, to commence 
before January. It has been Paid (witi: a view of 
showing that an unnecessary pressure has arisen 
from the manner of executing the deposite bil) 
that the United States Bank paid the naticnal debt 
without any distress, That is by no means a ps- 
rallel case: but even that was not dene without 


| 


some time, and indulgence being extended io that - 


institution. That debt was paid as it was due, in 
the great cities, and not in the interior. But por- 
tions of it has been just «s well paid by the depo- 
site banks since 1833, us by the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States prior to 1833. But the two cascssre 
unlike. Deposites with the States are not to be 
paid to creditors in our great cities, but to States 
at a distance, and in the interior, and hence the 
cause of the existing pressure and derangement. 
But the main, the moving, the original cause of 
all the pecuniary distress which hes occurree, 
may be traced to the excessive surpius in the 
Treasury. It was the fact that our Government 
had thirty or forty millions of dollars unemployed 
inthe deposite banks, not required to meet the 
necessary wants of the Government—it was this 
great accumulation of money—this enormous 
amount of wnappropriated funcs, that induced spe- 
culation and over-trading. The national debt bad 
been fully discharged. The compromise act led 
to the belief that the tariff would remain undis- 
tarbed; that of course the receipts from cus- 
toms and from lands would greatly exceed the 
public expenditures. This state of uncxampled 
and unprecedented national prosperity, these ex- 
traordivary resources of the country, have produced 
one of the most extraordinary revolutions in the 
business of the country which has tazen place 
since the close of the revolution. 

. Within the last eighteen months the capital of 

e -country has, to a certain extent, taken a new 
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| and even four per cent. per month, let no one 
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direction. 
under the controi of our commercial and mercan- 
tile community, a community which is now more 
severely and intensely suffering from the pressure 
than any otherclass. I say that it was the surplus 
in the Treasury—it was the amount of unem- 
ployed public money, which bas brought this vvil 
upon us; which has induced every species of 
spec ulations 33 which has quickened the zeal, ani- 
mated the spirit, and put in requisition all the ac 
tive energies of the adventurer. The history of 
the times shows that there have been most unpre. 
cedented speculations and over- trading, Specu- 
lations not in the public lands only, but in stocks, 
in banks, in railroads, in canals, in lots, in every 
| thing that the wit of man could devise. This ma- 
nia for speculation has pervaded our whole coun: 
try; it has reached the villages of New England, 
and but few individuals have entirely escaped 
from its influence. 

In addition to this, the course pursued by some 
of the banks themselves has contributed to bring 
about the present state of things. The means ef 
those institutions have been employed, not as 
usual, in the transaction of the regular business of 
our mercantile community, but in the shaving of 
notes, exchanges, and stocks. The seve n cr 
eight millions of the money of the Government 
now in the Bank of the United States, it may be 
presumed, has been in active use in that way. 
To these may be added the great pressure now 
existing in the money market of England, which 
has produced its effects here. In my ju dgment, 
these have been among the causes which have 
aided in producing the present state of things. 
It is to be hoped that it will only be temporary— 
itis to he hoped that the crisis has already passed; 
that the good sense, the high intelligence, the 
pure patriotism of our commercial and mercantile 
community, will be able to bring to a speedy 
end this unexampled, this most extraordinary, this 
violent pecuniary pressure in our cities. It has 
been said that the pressure is not as great as is 
represented. I know it to be most severe, When 
the best notes in our cities are sold at a discount, 
and seld so as to yield an interest of two, three, 
sey 
that the pressure is mere pretence. Ti is an aw- 
ful and cruel reality. It is but the effect of our 
if we had left in the pockets of the 
people the money not wanted for the ordinary 
uses of the Government—if we had prevented 
the accumulation of such an ensrmcus surplas—if 
we had been compeiled annually to contract 
loans to meet current expenditures, business 
would not have been diverted from its accus- 
tomed channels, wild speculation would not have 
stalked through our land, and the present pres- 
sure and distress would nut have been felt. We 
should, Mr. President, now unite in preventirg 
the repetition of the evil, by removing its cause. 
The surplus found in your Treasury was the ori- 
ginal cause of the present pressure. It was our 
acts of the last session which were auxiliary in 
bringing about the present state of things. I 
know that it is very convenient to make the orgazis 
of Congress (while faithfully, but forbearingly, 
executing the laws) scapegoats, not only for the 
effect of those laws, but for all the improvidence, 
rashness, over-trading, and speculation of Europe, 
as wellas of America. 

I have nothing further to add, in answer to the 
charge made againat the Secretary, for the course 
pursued by him in the execution of the deposite 
bill, I should net have troubled the Senate with 
any Caos had I not wished to avail myself of 


| this opportunity to speak ofthat measure. I gave 


my vote in favor of that bill, and, I have reason to 
believe, that that vote has received the decided 
sanction of the yeomamry of New Hampshire. 
The bill passed both houses of Congress by un- 
exampled majorities, and yet the minority in the 
Senate, aswell as in the House of Represerta- 
tives, comprise some of our most distinguishe d 
statesmen and purest patriots. The bill as it 
passed, was? most emphaticaily and mosi t aly no- 
thing more nor less than a bill for the reguladon, 
deposite, and safe keeping of the common trea- 

sure cf the whole country. There is no room for 
doubt, with respect to the character of that mea- 


a 


It- has changed hands; it is no longer - 
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sure. The thirteenth section of that bill, ‘among . 
other things, provides that thè States receiving. ` 
their proportion of the surplus, shall pledge their 
faith ‘to pay the said moneys, and every part ` 
thereof, from time to time, whenever the same 
shali be required by the Secretary of the Trea- ' 
sury, for the purpose of defriying any wants of- 
the public Treasury.” Whatever may be thé” 
practical operation of this measure, it was regard- 
ed at the time in no other light than a bill to res ` 
gulate the local banks, having the public money 
in deposite, and to transfer from those banks por- 
tions of the common fund to places of greater 
security, the respective treasuries of the several States, 
T cannot believe that among those then belonging 
to the Senaie, who gave to this bill their support, 
there was a single individual of the mimber, 
wan woul.) fora moment countenance the idea of 
taxing, directly or indirectly, the people far the 
purpose of distributing meney to the people. T 
never could have yielded my assent to any suck 
principle; and in voting for the deposite bill, no _ 
Senator could believe that he was thereby. yielding 
his assent to any such doctrine. f hold it to be 
subversive of the very foundation upon which rests — 
our representative Government. Such a principle 
is opposed to the best and purest feelings of patriot- 
ism, to the letter, the spirit, the genius of our free 
jvstitutions. I never could have given my vote `, 
ior this bill as a distribution bill, This character 
has been most unjustly given to this measure’ here’ 
and el:ewhere. The Senator from Mississippi is 
mistaken if he supposes that it is so understood by 
the great body of the peuple of the States. “The 


i legislitive act of New Hampshire shows most 


clearly the sentinent of that State with reference 
to this messure, She has voted to receive her 
portion of the money; but the legislation of that 
State has most sacrediy guarded the principal as 
righifully belonging to the United States; that 
while she consiters herself justly entitled to the 
beneficial use of her portion of the surplus, so long 
as it shall zemain uncalled for, she holds the prin- 


i “pal tobe of right the property of the General 


Goverment. Mis true that New Hampshire by 
her act-will deposite her share of the fund among 
the several towns of that State for safe keeping, 
But the State possesses the power, by her dis- 
tress warrants, to enfurce collection at any time, ` 
against any town which should neglect or refuse 
to pay whei: demanded,and the pending act subjects 
the town to indictment, in case any part of the ~ 
principal of the money therein deposited, should 
be used for any purpose; and the court are re- - 
quired to impose on such a town, a fine equal to 
the part of the principal thus appropriated, and to 


' issue executien against any such town, to be levied ` 


and collected in the usual mode.’ Thus had his 
own state managed in relation to this matter; and 
gentlem:n may ce assured that whenever occasion 
shal demand that any portion of this money should 
be returned to the National Treasury, for the use 
of the General Government, that State will prompt- 
ly avd properly comply with such a demand, 

I did not consider, that when I gave my vote in 
fae of that bil! that I was in effect making a 
don-tion to the several States. My purpose was 
merely to add to the places of deposite. To give 
to the States žhe use of a portion of the public 
money, insteed of confining the use exclusively to 
the banks. li wasncet my purpose loner to leave 
all the public funds in the deposite banks, which 
were under the exclusive control of the Govern- 
ment. E knew full well that ir was the earnest 
wish of the head of the Treasury Department to 
be relieved from the responsibility, the care and 
control of the public treasure; whatever migtit-be 
said of ihe desire of this Administration to exercise 
an unlimited domivion over the public puree, the ~ 
Secretary of tie Treasury himself was extremely 

solicitous to be delivered from that particular 
charge. 

In voting for this bill, I gave in no assent to the 
policy of a systematic distribution—nothing sould 
have been further from: my mind. The money 
was on-hand, and no regulation of the tariff could 
have any eff-ct upon- the accumul-tion then in the 
Treasury; no public or private appropriations, ne- 
cessarily ea'led for, could exhaust the fund. The - 
question was, what shall be done wiih it? how can. 
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it be disposed of until the. same shall be required? 
The question was answered; wisely, judiciously, 
and properly answered, by the passage of the de- 
posite bill, The question now is, what can be 
done to prevent any further surplus? It is an im- 
portant question—it should be well considered. 
For. one, I. would desire, in some way or other, 
to bring down the revenue toa point below the 
ordinary wants of. the Government Iam one of 
those who believe that an econdmical expenditure 
of the public money can only be attained by being 
absolutely required, year following year, to devise 
ways and means to meet current expenses. Ït 
would be far better, for the peace and prosperity 
of the nation, to be obliged to borrow annually 
rather than be obliged to tax our ingenuity how 
to dispose of surplusses. Our expenditure should 
never be forced to absorb our means. But means 
should be forced to meet our expenditures, 

Ihave said, Mr. President, all that I wish to 
say upon the deposite bili of the lust session, and 
upon the manner ofitsexecution. And if the ef- 
fects of this measure, and of the specie circular, 
shall be to check the spirit of speculation which 
is abroad in the land, to confine trade, commercial, 
and mercantile enterprise within thei» proper | 
limits; if the effects shail be to render secure 
the. public funds, and to preserve the public do- 
main, for the legitimate benefit of the Genera! Go- 
vernment, then we shall not fail te rejoice at 
their adoption.. 

Seeon anna 

REMARKS OF MR. HARRISON, 

_ Or Missouri, 

Jn the House of Representatives, Jan. Sth, 1837— 
On the resolutions of Mr. ALLAN of Kentucky to 
distribute the public lands among the several 
States of the Union.’ 
Mr. HARRISON said, that when the gentleman 

from Kentucky introduced his resolutions on yes- 

terday, he was at first inclined to think that it 
would be improper then to go into a discussion of 
the merits of the question, and felt willing that the 
resolutions should be referred without debate: but 
maturer reflection had convinced him that he was 
in an error, and that it was proper that a full dis- 
cussion should be had, and the subject theroughly 
understood, in order that the House might indi- 
cate, by its present movements, its future disposi- 
tion of the subject. Sir, said Mr. H. the subject 
ofthe public lands, their future dispesition by Con- 
gress, is one vitally interesting to the people I re- 
present; and the change contemplated by the reso. 

„lutions under consideration is of so extraordinary a 

character, that I feel constrained, however unpre- 

pared, to submit a few remarks before the ques- 
tion is taken, - 

Sir, the statement of the gentleman in his pre- 
amble, in relation to the amount of the public 
lands that had been given to the new States, in the 
way of grants, is wholly deceptive. Tt assumes 
the position, and is anxious to produce the impres- 
sion, that these grants, on the part ofthe General 
Government, were a gratuity, that ihe new States 
had rendered no equivalent, and that no valuable 
consideration had passed, Never, sir, was there 
any thing more untrue. Sir, we paid a high price 
—the highest possible price which freemen can 
pay-—for the grants that were made to us, and for 
the privilege of coming into this Union. We gave 
up a. portion of our sacred tights as a free and 
aovereign people—of those rights, Mr. Speaker, 
which you and your State enjoys—which all of the 
old States of this Union possess, but which are pro- 
hibited to us. We gave up. the right of taxing 
lands lying within our own limits; one of the high- 
est attrioutes of sovereignty. Sir, it is:the living 
principle of sovereignty—the self-existing spring 
ofall free Governments. It was this, sit, that we 
gave up: this is the price that we paid forthe 
lands that we got from the General Government 
by. express: stipulation, and which the gentle- 
manis pleased to denominate donations. 
are these donations? and how came the Gene- 
ral Government to: give, and the States te receive, 
them? . F willexplain it. Upon the admission of 
the new States into the Union, 
stipulations submitted by the: General Government 


What | 


there were always | 


to the State wishing to enter into the Union, to | 


which. they were obliged to agree before coming 
in. . Examine all the various ordinances that were 
passed by Congress upon the several new States 
coming into the Union, and it will be invariably 
found that the lands which the gentleman has pa- 
raded before the world as donations, were given to 
the States for specified purposes, as an equivalent for 


that part of sovengrenty which they had surren- i 
dered not to tax the public lands, nor the lands. sold | 


at private sale, for fiv: years after the sale. In the 


admission of Ohio into the Union, the General Go- | 


vernment submits three propositions to her, which 
she was to have upon her complying with the con- 
ditions imposed; and these propositions were, 
Ist, That Ohio should have every sixteenth _Sec- 
tion for school purposes; 24, That the salt springs, 
with the sections of land which include them, 
should be given to her; and 3d, That one-twen- 


tieth part of the nett proceeds of the lands lying | 


within the said State, after deducting all expenses, 
should be applied to the laying out and making 
public roads, &c. on ras conprrrons that the con- 
vention of said State shall provide by an ordinance, 
irrevocable without the consent of the United 
States, that every and each tract of land, sold af- 
tera certain day, shall be, and remain, exemrr 
FROM any Tax laid by order, or under the authori- 
ty, of the State, for the space of five years, ke. 
Such, sir, were the conditions imposed by the 
General Government upon all of the new States, 
and such is the price, with the additional imposi- 
tion that we should not tax the public lands, which 
we have paid for the Jands that were given to us 
for the purpose, dictated tous, of erecting common 
schools and seminaries of learning. ‘These were 
the conditions required of us, and which we had 
quietly to submit to, and take as an equivalent for 
the birthright we gave up; and they were im- 
posed upon us at a time when we could not refuse, 
and exacted hy one whose power we could not 
control, nor whose injustice we could neither es- 
cape nor avert. r 

l deny, sir, that my State has received one acre 
more than she was entitied to under the bond. It 
is true the gentleman has brought an account 
against her of 1,181,248 acres, when, in fact, it is 
but the mess of pottage. Over and above that 
which became our own according to and under the 
stipulations offered us, and which we agreed to, 
because we had no other alternative but to submit, 
we have never received any thing; no, not an 
acre. And, sir, shall we permit the charge to 
go cut to the world, that we have received 
this amount as gratuitous donations, when it is 
altogether false? Never, i 

I willingly admit that donations of land have 
heen made to several of the States. But for these 
they have paid you, more than doubly paid you, 
by their fabor and the improvement of the coun- 
try. Their roads and their canals, their industry 
and enterprise, have more than paid you in the 
enhancement of the value of the public jands. As 
was justly and unanswerably said on yesterday by 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Vinton) the roads 
that have been made by the people of the new 
States, under the greatest disadvantages; under 
the disadvantages of a sparse population, and of 
nine-tenths of the country being owned by foreign- 
ers or by the Government; and the ficlds that 
have been cleared, and the improvements. that 
have been made, have given to your lands almost 
all the value which they possess. Sir, it is the 
fearless enterprise, the boldness aad the daring of 
the western man, in rescuing your lands from the 
savage and the beasts of the forest that has 
given them value. In this they have paid you, 
and more than paid you, for all the donations you 
have made them. ‘The difficulties incident to the 


settling of a new country, the western man has ! 


metand surmounted; and after he has converted 
the. haunts.of wild beasts into abodes for-civi- 


: hzed men, and the untamed forests into peaceful 


habitations, and made the country desirable and 


valuable by his labor, he is now’ ts be taunted : 


withthe. charge of having received exclusive be- 


nefits- from his Government in the way of dona-i 


ponte whieh, if-ever made, he has long since paid 
or S a ey ae 
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i and sovereign people, 


H. of Reps. 


But, sir, in the consideration of this question, I 
take another and a higher ground. I deny the 
power of this Government to make the grants con- 
templated by the resolutions. The gentleman, in 
framing his resolutions, saw. this difficulty before 


-bim, end hes endeavored to escape it by the sub- 


terfuge of making the General Government the 
go-between between the States who were to re- 
ceive, and the power that was to make the grants. 
The resoiution reads, “but, to avoid the objection 
of one State holding land in another, the commit- 
tee. is directed to imsert a clause in the bill which 
they may report, providing that the grants to be 
made thereby, shall be subject to sale under the 
laws of the General Government now in force, and 


j that the proceeds arising therefrom shall be paid 


over to the States entitled to the same.” Here- he 
attempts to make the General Government a trus- 
tee for the benefit of the States, and in doing this, 
runs into the difficuliy of the old question, long 
since settied, of dividing among the States the pro- 
ceeds arising from the sales of the public lands, 
The gentleman in his resolutions, endeavors to cc. 
cupy ground from which he can shift at pleasure, 
whenever it may suit his purpose. If you 
charge him with a proposition to give to 
one. State lands which lie in another, he 
will attempt to escape from this difficulty by 
replying, “but the General Government is to 
sell the lands and pay over the proceeds.” If 
you then ci:arge him witb a proposition, under dis- 
guise, to divide the proceeds arising from the sales 
of the public lands, he again replies that his reso- 
lutions were to give to the old States “such grants 
of the public lands for the purposes of education, 
as will correspond, in a just proportion, with those 
heretofore made in favor of the new States.” 
Sir, the object, the moving cause, of these resolu- 
tions, is to grant away the public lands to the dife 
ferent States of this Union, and I shall in that way 
consider them. : 
During the revolutionary war, and immediately. 
subsequent to it, Congress, owing to growing 
jealcusies, and open complaints, of those States 
which had no public domain, appealed to those. 
which had, and besought them, for the purposes of. 
harmony and the general good, to cede their Jands 
to the Federal Government, and, as an inducement 
towards this end, Congress solemniy promised that 
new States should be formed out of the territory 
that might be ceded, and that these new States, in 
coming into the Union, should be as free, sove- 
reign, and independent as the old States, Here, 
sir,is a resolution on this subject, passed in Octo- 
ber, 1780: ot oy ; 
“Resolved, That the unappropriated lands that 
may be ceded or relinquished to the United States, 
by any particular State, pursuant’ to the recom- 
mendation of Congress of the 6th day of Septem-. 
ber last, shall be disposed of for the common be- 
nefit of the United States, and be settled and form- 
ed into distinct republican States, which shall be- 
come members of the Federal Union, and have 
“the same rights of sovereignty, freedom, and inde. 
pendence, as the other States? Now, sir, if these 
States, in coming into the Union, have “the same 
rights of sovereignty, ireedom, and independence, 
as the other States,” what earthly power is 
there that can grant away to another lands lying 
within their limits? Sach a graat would not only 
be against this express promise of Congress, and 
against the Constitution of the United States, but 
it would be against the terms of the bond which 
you exacted from us. It was never contemplated 
in the agreements made by the States, that you 
should have this power; it did not enter into the 
understanding, it formed no part, of the contract. 
And even had any convention been wild enough 
to give away this high attribute of sovereignty, the: 
grant would have been void, because it is a power 
which they, about to assume the station of a free 
could not have parted 
with, It would have destroyed the object 
in view, and been against not only the- prin 
ciples of the Government, but the constitu- 
tion of the country. The agréement, ‘therefore, 
between the States and the Federal Government, 
extended only to sn acknowledgment of tiie right 
of the General Goverament to the public domain 
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lying wrhin the limus of the new States, and 
their right to dispose of the same. The. General 
Government, therefore, has no more right to grant 
awsy these lands te snother State, than they-have 
to a foreign power beyond the Atlantic; for, if we 
are free, sovereign, and independent at all, we are 
so lo every intent and purpose, except so far asa 
portion of our power has been vested in the 
General Government for specified purpoggs. It 
was not the object of the States, in ceding these 
lands, that such a. power should be conferred 
upon the General Government, noe did the 
General Goverrment ever ask for these cessions 
upon any other considerations than those of pro- 
ducing harmony among the States, and of paying 
the debt which we had incurred by the Revolu- 
tion. Thisis shown beyond contradiction by the 
resolatica of Congress passed in April, 1784, T 
will read it: 

“ Resolved, That the same subject [hat of ceding 
the pubiic lands} be again presented to the atten- 
tion of said States; that they be urged to consider 
that the war being now brought to a happy termina- 
tion by the personal services of our soldiers, the sup- 
plies of property by our citizens, and loans of mo- 
ney from them as well as from foreiga 
several creditors have a right te expict that 
finds shall be previded, on which they may rely 
fur indemnification; that Congress still think vacant 
territory as an taprtand reavuree, and that, there- 
fore, the suid States be earnestly pressed, by imme- 
diate aud ad cessiens, 10 FORWARD THESE NE- 
CESSANY ENDS, AND TO PROMOTE THE HARMONY OF 
THE Union ” 

Here, sir, ave the objects for which these lands 
were ceded, and these alone are the objects, which 
led to the cessions. Such a monstrous and over- 
whelwing power as that claimed by the resolutions, 
was neither asked for nor given. The holy pur- 
poses of procucing harmony in the Union, and 
paying the debt incurred by the Revolution, were 
the only considerations which prompted the States 
to cede their lands; and no where else, since the 
cessions were made, huis this power been given; 
and no where can it be found, neither in the sta- 
tute book, nor in the constitution, nor in the prjn- 
ciples of the Governament. 

These resolutions, should they pass, would en- 
tirely revolitiovize the whole land system. ‘They 
would projace a new state of things, the effects 
of which, their bearing upon the prosperity and 
growth of the new States, no man can tell. Noone 
can tell how far they would seur and irritate the 
feelings of the people of the new States, and impair 
that harmony which is the life aud vigor of the 
Union. Already do the new States look unon your 
measores in relation to the public lauds, as rigorous 
and severe. beyond eny argument of necessity or 
propriety. They feel that they have been op- 
pressed, and } would say, sir, let them not learn 
from ycur acis-that this ts your settled determina- 
tion. itis not wise to ag ate and bear down 
upon the chafed and worried epirit. We are 
weak, and we know it; you are strong, and we 
feel it. The balance of political power is against 
us, and you can exercise it for cur advancement or 
destruction, Lei me beseech you to listen to our 
voice, and not to disregurd onr warnings. We know 
what we bave done for the General Govergmont. 
We know what seryices we have rendered you— 
what price we have paid for all the supposed or 
real benefits you have conferred upon us. We 
know that it is the axe and the rifle of the western 
man that have been the means of filling your Trea- 
sury with our gold—thst itis the réads we have 
worked, the farms we have cleered, the improve- 
Tents we have mide, the millsand the bridges 
we have erected, that have rendered your lands 
valuable, and made thim a source of national 
wealth; and we claim to be heard when the 
subject of disposing of the public hinds is agi- 
tated. Weexpect that our opinions and withes 
shall he respected, when we, of all others, are the 
most deeply interested, and must be supposed to 
be the best acquainted with the subject. What 
will be the consequences, if these resolutions, ad- 
dréssed to the worst passions of the human heart, 
should be passed? Avarice, that has no sympathy, 
and cupidity, that knows no satiety, will rale the 
destinies of the new States, Instesd of ons, ss 
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nasters, who, governed by a spirit of selfishness, | 
will overlook our most sacred rights, and check 
our onward march to wealih and. greatness, by 
finding an argument for the general good in every 
measure which will redound zo their own individual 
interest. What can we hope for, sir, in’ the way 
of internal. improvements—in the way of: liberal 
neasures, calculated to advance us in wealth and 
population, when we should have to convince the 
judgment, ard obtain the consent. of seve ntcen 


rs, these j| 
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or cighteen masters, in relation to all measures 
which we know would not only promote our own 
prosperity, but would enhance that of the whole 
country? : i 


Now, sir, at this time, we that are called free 
and sovereign States, and by your statute books 
are said to bave “the same rights of sovereignty, 
freedom and independence, as the other States,” can- 
not make 2 road in our country without being 


| trespassers, snd subject to the penalties of your 


hws. Yes, Missouri, the free und sovereign State of 
Missouri, cannot make a road without violating 
the Jaws of this Union, for it is scarely possible 
for herto make one, without running it over the 
pable lands. Her Legislature, if desirous of en- 
gaging in the system of internal improvements, 
and about to construct great and important werks, 
before she dare embark in it, although sovereign 
and free—yes, sir, sovereign and free, for so your 
statute book pand which is responded to by 
the letter rit of the constitulion—she must 
come here, and humbly supplicate this body to 
permit her to run her read over the public Lnds! 
There is not a county tribunal in my State that 
does not, every time it sits, commit a trespass in 
the roads which they order to be laid out, and sub- 
ject themselves to damages. And yet we are 
Sreeand sucerergn! What mockery! what insult! 
This isbad caough, But what could we expect, 
if the States of this Union were to have a direct 
juterest in your public lands? We shculd-be as 
lambs under the hands of the shearer. Our fate 
would be that of unbappy Poland, parcelled out 
and distributed, without sympathy or mercy, 
among tha:e with whom powrr end right: are 
convertible terres, ard whose only spting of ac 
tion, whose only views of justice, and whose on- 
iy principle of right, is the cold and merciless 
principie of selfishness, which looks to no other 
beacon for its guide but the one which lights the 
pathway to ils own awgranuizersent. ; 


Bat the 


vileman who introduced these reso- 
Jutions s his object is that justice, equal 12s- 
tice, shai] be done to all the other States in relation 
io these laws. Scr, these things come with a bad 
grace frem thatgentleman.. What right hes Ken- 
tucky to make this demand? What right has she 


| to talk ofeqial justice in. distributing the public 
; nds, wi 
| quired from the lands that she claimed and 
! soid 
i by these lands? © W 

lands within her limits more than the ofher States? 
i Sir, she came into this Union untrammeilled; we 
te came, in bound Rand and foot, 
: was exacted from us under duress. 


a she is swollen with the wealth ac- 


3 


within her own Jimi Iiow came she 
hat just right had she to the 


The band we gave 
Bat, T ask 
ntucky to appear here with 
“SSusties’ in her mou shen she is gorged with 
teous wealth acquired from lands she has 
She has had and sold her milions of acres, 
and to whom did she ever propose a division? 
When did she ever offer to be “Just?” Sir, unless 
the rentleman’s igess? stice are altogether one- - 
ited, í hope he wlacceptas a modfication the 
solution which I shall cifer as such. But if he 


again, whatright hos f 
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: will not accept it, I give notice that I will offer it 


i as scap as an opportunity occurs, fn offering it, 
sir, Lara prompted by a sense of strict justice, and 
iple which we ast upon in the west, 
to Beht fire w the fire has seized upon 
d is consuming our large and exiensive prairies 
When its devastating flames, in rolling volumes of 
- terrific grandeur, are rushing upon us ant about 
to consume all that we are worth-—all that we prize 
as sacred and ho!d dear—the family hearth and the 
cherished home—tis then that self-preservation 
| teaches us to burn against the raging clement. 
| The yesolution whieh Dhol in my hend is offered 
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Michigan into the Urion=Mr. Gruady—Calhoua, 


at present, we shall have seventeen or eighteen | 


_in their own limits or ‘not, and: sold the: 
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upon the same: principle: I. ask that- 
may read it. - K a : 

The resolution is.a3:follows: pe 
Resolved, That: such States. as have her 
appropriated lands. to their own use, whethe 


their own ‘benefit, shall, before being entitled 
receive any thing contemplated. by these r : 
tions, account to the other States for the amount: 
of money which they have se received for the sale: 
of such lands; and: also, for such tands: as stil res 
main unsold at the prices for. which they are re- 
spectively sold in said States. = >. : 


DEBATE IN THES SENATE > 

ƏN ADMITTING MICHIGAN INTO ‘THE UNION, © 
Janvany 2 and 3, 1837. : 
Mr. GRUNDY moved to postpone the previous 
orders, and take up the bill for the admission of 

Michigan into the Unicon. aoe 
Mr. CALHOUN rose, and said that he had fiot 
bid'time to look into the facts, and he therefore 
hoped chat’ the subject might be: postponed until 
to-morrow. He was exceedingly anxious that Mi- 


chigan should be ‘admitted, and-he would not des 


lay one hour, so. far. as: concerned himself, in ad- 
mitting her into the Unión; but it. was impossible, 
so voluminous was the document put on: his table: 
this morning, that he could read it now, and be 
prepared to go intoa debate on the. subject, to- 
day, He would then. repeat his wish that the 
gentleman would consent to let the matter go over 
tH to-merrow. ee 

Me. GUNDY replied that the reason which ine 
duced him to press the consideration of the sub. 
ject at this particular time was, that having bestow- 
ed full reflection upoa it; he had become perf ott 
ly satisfied that Michigan had a right to be admit- 
ted into the Union. ‘The Senate were not about 
to dispute that point, so, much. as the mode and 
manner of admitting her. ee ee 

It was, in fact, tne preamble which, would give 
rise to more discussion than the. bill itself... Now 
this body and the other were daily passing laws» . 
affecting Michigon as much as. any other State in. 
the Union, and. it seemed to him, thatof all. the 
questions that were to.come before them, the 
present one ought to meet their immediate con- 
sideration And with regard to the document, 
he thought that if the Senator from South Caro- 
lina would run his eye over it, (and that ceuld be 
donc in a few minates,) he might then be ready to 
discuss the question. All the main and principal 
facts were csiablished beyond doubt.. Now there 
were several gentlemen besides the Senator from 
South Carolina, who manifested their anxiety to 
address the Senate, and he would submit whether it 
would net be better to gò on with the discussion. 
at once, than to delay itany longer. There. was 
one thing certain in relation. to this matter, and that: 
was, that there were more people voted at the last 
convention than at the first, and all who did 
yate were in favor of complying with the couditions 
of the act of Congress upon which Michigan 
should be admitted into the Union. Now the fac 
as to how many mere did vote, was not a matter op 
so much importance. “The question was, “f Wha 
is the will of the people of Michigan?’ that was, of 
the voting part of the population. Well, that fact 
being established, another question arose, whether 
Congress should take notice of the proceedings of 
the Zest convention? Mr. G. concluded with saying 
that he was authorized ty the Judiciary Commit- 
tee to press the disposition of this bill without de- 
lay. ; EENE 
Mr. CALHOUN asked the-Senator from Ten. 
nessee whether he was prepared to abandon the 
preamble; and whether he was also prepared to 
yield the proceedings of the convëntion held in 
December last? 0 ao aoe 

Me, GRUNDY replied, that, as: chairman, 
committee, he didnot feel himself authori ta 
abandon aby thing; bat, as a Senator, he could say 
thatthe preamble with him was “a matter of: no 
-eonsequence. ~ He was satisfied that the State 
honki be admitted wth or without it, for all the 
“onsequeoces would follow one way as from the 
ather; Hedis ngt plage any particular velge en 
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the preamble; except in so far as to the jegal 
effect it_was to have; therefore he wouid con- 
sent to the withdrawal cf it. He told the Se 
nate when he first introduced the subject, that 
in his opinion Congress does possess the power. 
to fix the boundary. of any portion of territory, 
when it converts a Territorial into a Siats Go- 
vernment. . .It-has done so in the third section 
of the bil, and in his opinion the section was 
unnecessary. If he recollected rightly; a bill 
passid the Senate: at the last session to estab= 
liek the northern, boundary of the State of Ghio. 
That settled the question; and Michigan, without 
the-aid.of the preamble, could not come to the 
south of it. 

Mr. CALHOUN reiterated the questions which 
he had previously propounded to the gentleman 
from Tennessee, and then added that he had 
looked into the. question, and that his mind was 
made’ up -that Michigan. could not be admitted 
by the convention of December, 


Mr, GRUNDY rejoined, then there could be 
no reason fot postponing the debate. “Phe gen- 
tleman had. said that he was satisfied; well, it re- 
mained for him to ‘try whethet he could satisfy 
the Senate. He (Mr. Grundy) had already stated 
his opinion as to the preamble, yet he was desirous 
to hear what Senators had to say against its being 
vedisined. 

Mr. CALHOUN had bestowed all the attention 
on this subject that it was possible for him to do, 
and he must say, that with the most serious de- 
sire on his part for the admission of Michigan 
into the Union, it was impossible for him to give 
his sanction to this bill, He was compelled to 
the belief that the Judiciary Committee had not 
bestowed that attention on this subject which its 
magnitude deserved. The subject had been too 
short a time before: the committee fur them to 
have sufficiently considered it, and he could ex- 
plain in no other way how they could have given 
their sanction to the principles contained in that 
Bil ‘The Senator behind him from Ohiv, (Mr. 
Morris) bad well characterized these principles 
as dangerous and revolutionary, and he might have 
gone further, and characterized them as utterly 
repugnant to our constitution, He had net, Mr. 
C. said, ventured this assertion without due refec- 
tion, and weighing well what he said; and he 
purposed, with the attention of the Senate, “to 
make it good. In order to understand this ques- 
lion property, it would be necessary to take all the 
facts.of he casa, from the beginning down to the 
present time, 


{ ; 

Previous to their application ta Congress for ad- 
mission into the Union, the Legislature of the 
Territory of Michigan, passed an act to authorize 
the people to held a convention for the purpose of 
forming a constitution and State Government. 
Accordingly the convention met, formed a consti- 
tation, aod sent it here jor the approval of Con- 
press. This constitution, however objectionable, 
w.s, fier a full discussion, finally accepted, and 
“Michigan was declared to be one of the States of 
this Union, upon the simple condition that she 
would conform to the boundaries prescribed. in 
the. act. of Congress for her admission, and that 
this assent should be given by a convention, called 
for the scle purpose of giving it. Shortly after the 
Legislature of the State m-t, for by'the act of Con- 
gress she had been raised from the condition ofa Ter- 
ritory to that of a State, and called the convention 
referred toin the set. This conyention met at Ann 
Arbor in September last; and: after full refec- 
tion and discussion, dissented trom the conditions 
requived by Congress, This was the first part of 
the proceedings, and he would sow go oa to 
nitice the recond, in December last, a self-con- 
eiuted assembhr, elected immediately un the 
act of Congress, laying aside the authority of 
the Stat cullisg themselves a conven- 
: g no sct of the State defining 
ET and who should not be voters at 
constituted convention, voted the as 
eribed in the act of Congress, and 
F transmitted it to the Chief Manstrate 
s Union, who transmitted it te Congress; 
and tie Dormmittee on the Judiciary had reported 
2 bul in. conformity with the assent thas informally 


P 
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given. This brief state of facts presented the 
question now. givente the Senate, Has this sel& 
constituted convention the right of giviag the as- 
sent of the State te the’ conditions prescribed in 
the act of Congress? Had they any authority to 
do what what was implied in that assent of admis. 
sion? Now, what was implied in that assent, and 
what is the act of admission? It was an act which 
brought the State of Michigan into this Union, 
and pledged her to our constitutional compact. 
Had this assembly the right to speak for Michigan 
on any question, cr in any way whatever? But, 
further, this convention exercised the right to 
supersede the constitution of Michigan in part. 
Michigan, in her constitution, which had received 
the sanction of Congress, fixes her boundary, and 
this convention changes that boundary. Again, 
in consequence of the act o Congress, the State of 
Michigan was already a State; and as a State, 
tbrough her constitutional Legislature, authorized 
a convention of the people, who met and de- 
cided on the conditions required by Congress. 
Now, he would submit to the Senate whether this 
informal asscrably—this caucus, as he might call 
it—had the right to supersede the soleran expres: 
sion of the wiil of the peuple of. Michigan given 
in this formal and constitutional way. These 
were grave questions, and demanded the most 
serious consideration of the Senate. If we 
pronounce that this assembly had no authority, 
that it could not supersede the constitution of 
Michigan, and that it could not unde what had 
been done by the regularly constituted convention 
of the people, then we must pronounce this bill to 
be unconstitutional, dangerous, and revolutionary 
in the extreme. The chairman of the Juticiary 
Committee (Mr. Grundy} said that they had the 
right to express the will of the people of the 
State, because elected by a gres 
voters than those who elected the 
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the onc.a question of jact, and the next, unfoptu- 


the first? This, however, involved two questions; 
nately, a question of more importance; 
of principie. He would not, Mr. €. s 
the question of fact, but would i 
never was 4 question of fact so loosely supporte 
Letters and paris of Jetters, w extracts from 
newspapers, were the oniy evidence; and they 
were not even informed of the number of votes 
that had been given. Sir, suid Mr. C. no Wan 
knows better than the chairman of the Judiciary 
Committee that such test mony would not be re- 
ceived eyen in the lowest magistrate’s court in the 
country. But Mr. C. woukd not discuss the ques- 
tion of facts further, but g0 on to the question of 
principle. What, then, was that gut 
sented to them by the chairman ofthe co 
tee? Why, that mero numbers gaye the su 
and that numbers alone might, v 

law, supersede what had beeni 
stitutional suthority of the Siate, 


id, discuss 


Need 


to be identical with the late anarchical sn 
in Maryland, mavements which had done m 


shake the foundations of our instiuț 
thing that had happened since the : 
Coustitution—a movement which, thenk God, had 
beet frowned down by the good sense and patrict- 
ism of the people-—in order to demonstr: 
dangersus tendenc z 
seme principle re 
that: in Maryland it 
meut did not repre 


ple; but here it wa 


than 


atthe Govern- 
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Hy of the 


= D 
the 
tnfional way. 
nesses brovghtforward in behalf. 
that it was elected by buta barep 
Taking the pepuision of Michigan, th 
not be less than 25 or 30,000 voters i 
Yet on the fact of a mere plurality of 
were to as. 


He had she 


te 


ve that this seifconsti 
expressed the will of a sovereign a 
Stafe. But ihe Senator from Pennsy! 
that it was not a selfconstituted assembly 
act of Congress did not require that the assent of 
the people of Michigan shouid be given Dy a con- 
vention galled by the authority of the Legislature; 
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Senate. 


that it required only the mectiag of the people in 


convention, and that this was such a meeting, It 


was not his intention to enter into an argu- 
ment whether the Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia had given the true construction to the term a 
meeting of the people in convention; but he might | 
how that the interpretation of the Senator was 
erroneous, and that if such had been the intention 
of Congress, they would have said who should vote 
for the Members of this convention, and prescrib- 
ed the time and place for the meeting, and not 
leave it to irresponsible individuals to determine 
these important points. The meaning of a con- 
vention, as used in our constitution and laws, was 
„not such a convention as is used in daily conversa- 
tion; but he would waive all this, and take higher 
ground. if, then, this was such a convention as 
the Senator from Pennsylvania said it was, it was 
repugnant to the constitution; for Congress had 
no tight to calla convention of the people of a 
State, Ithad the right to calla convention in only 
one sense, for the purpose of amending the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and this must be 
done jn the mede prescribed by that instrument: 
This was the only power Congress possessed to 
call a convention, and it was repugnant to the con- 
stitution to say that it could call one in a State. 
Michigan was a State, and as much so as any in 
this Union, and was in a course of passage inte 
the Union. She was made so by act of Cougress, 
and can come in only as a State acting under a 
constitution and laws. For this Government to 
undertake to admita State on the mere applica- 
tion of certain irresponsible individuals, would be 
a most monstrous perversion of the. constitution, 
and in direct opposition to the letter as well as to the 
spirit of cur institutions, It would establish a rela- 
tlon--that between the General Government and the 
people of the State, witheut the intervention of 
the State itself{—that would be fatal to our liberties. 
it was through the State oniy that there was any 
connection between the people of a State and this 
Government; and it was in that way only that they 
were bound by the constitution and laws of the 
United States. Did not the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania see (he force of this argument? If Con- 
gress could authorize a convention in Michigan, it 
conid call it in any other State; for she was ag 
much a State as any other. Are we willing, asked 
Mr. ©. to admit such a principle? Was there a 
Sensor on that Moor willing to admit that Con- 
gress possessed the right to call a convention in 
his State? Tf ence admitted, the existence of the 
States would cease, the Government would be sub- 
and, instead of our glorious confederacy, 
one of the most odious and most 
rninents that ever existed. Who 
s in the mutations of party, it would 
pat the power into the hands of this Govertiment 
io State Governments? He called 
upon the Senate to puta stop to this dangerous 
principle. Hecollect, said be, that bad precedents 
and that the good ones only perish. He 
ked, what would be doto admit Michigan 
te the Unios? He would say that, provided the 
tors from Ohio and Indiana, who were more 
ed to speak on the question of boundary, did 
not object, he would be willing to admit Mehi- 
gan precisely as she stood here last session; set- 
ing aside the whole ef this preamble which re- 
ferred to boundary, ond re; ‘aling the conditions 
ovibed in the act for her admission. But if 
ve done, they were told thata de- 
of the people of Michigan were 
the Union on the terms 
+ Legislature met this month, 
assed by them to csilla conven- 
nnd thus legally and con- 
act of the first convention, 
Hitle loss of time by following 
would be far better to lose 
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act was pot spee 
a small matter to put in competition with the 
esiablishment of a dangerous principle, and he 
hoped that no difficulty would be made about it. 
Let, said he, an act be passed at once directing 
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wan be reteined until she 

came into the Union, or given to her at once. 
Mr. GRUNDY confessed ibat he could not 
see any thing in the whole proceedings calculat- 
ed to excite alarm. ‘The Senator Calhoun) 
had told the Senate that a proceeding in Maryland 
had excited more apprehension in regard to our 
institutions than any thing that had occurred 
since the establishment of our Government. 
Now, that was the gentleman’s opinion; but he 
(Sir. Grundy) had seen the time when there was 
felt more solicitude w 


the share of Michira 
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stab 


Stas 


e the 


well 


and circum- 


In order to “de 
he Senate, if migi 
a short review of the facts 
stances connected with it. 
By the ordinance of 1787 it 
this territory, and all portions of the territery ceded 
by the State of Virginia north of the Qhio, 
should he admitted asa State, not by cenveniions 
called for the purpose of ratifying a proposal 
made by Corgress; but npon the faie condi 
that when their population shouid have amounte 
toa certain number. Michigan, at the time she 
first applied to be admitted into the Union, pos- 
sessed a population of one-third more than was 
required by the ordinance of 1787. Put he should 
state, that be’ore asking for asking for admission, 
as she had aright to do, she called a convention, 
and framed a constitution, The General Go- 
vernment had, at that time, a right (without pre- 
scribing the terms to be found in the act of 
the 2d March, 1836) to reesive ber into the 
Union, But what did Congress de? Did they 
comply with ber request? or wih the terms of 
the ordinance? No: Congress pressribed diffe 
rent provisions from any to be found in the ordi- 
Rance. Now, accordi œ to the view he took of 
the subject, this sovereign and independent State, 
having the same right to be represented on the 
fluor as South Carolina or Tennessee, has been 
for a long time kept Enccking at the doors of 
Congress, and still they w shut against ther 
He would, having uch, say nothi 
ther on this part ¢ abject. 
At the last session, and for some : ] 
vious to that, avery svrisus controversy had ar sen 
between the State of Ohio and the Territory of 
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Michigan, What, aid Congress do jn 
: , 
ils groat desire to s 


stored between 
Lad vet the Son: 
wanted to seeno such p 
in the act of 1836, 
believed to have béen placed ther 
mittee in the proper discharge of th 
which he thought commendebte in them, 
Mr. EWING exp 
third s mn. 
nor do Eno 
Mr, GE 
the Senator’ 
or other b 


stended for the 


portance the 
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they put in tł 
* That, aga e 
Tition of adm n 
tion of this act 


conta: 


declared, and e 


of a conven by the peo- 
ple of said $S ose of miyi 


the asgeni herein re 
Now, that wes the 
ample bas ar 
the Legislative Assembly 
a convention to decido on t? 
l did it contain to th 
E Michigan r ge 
convention on the part of the Legislature? Nota 
word did the constitution contain on the subject? 
But the Legislature did call a conyention, and 
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assent to the conditions contained 
vongress did not intend put- 
ting a legel construction on the. section, that 
the intervention of the Legislature should be 
necessary, let him suppese that the Legisla- 
ture should refase to act, and consequently call 
no convention, and the people of Michigan’ had 
risen up une vote, and given their assent to the 
meeting in- convention, would gentlemen have 
said “the convention must be called by tke Le- 
gislature??? Mow, this was the consent of the 
peeple of Michiran—of the population entitled to 
vote. residing there. 
of that State have the power to refuse, or grant, 
that which fhe peopls mey demand on so impor. 
tenta subjectas ihis? Tt seemed to him it ought 
not to be required, and therefore the conclusion 
he drew from the qnestion was, that the people 
have a right to convoke their assemblies, the dele- 
gates from which have a right to meet in conven- 
tion, and there, if they deem proper, ratify the 
conditions prescribed by Congress. If he were 
right in that conclusion, then the preamble was 
orrect; ani if wrong, it ought te be struck out. 


He felt ne concern ip regard to this branch of | 


of the subject at all. He was free to admit, that 
without the preamble, he was. ready to vote for 
the bili, But for the third section of thea tof 
1886, let him tell the Senate, Michigan would have 
basn represented here,and in the other House, 
longago. Well, now, the people have been call. 
ed upon in their primary capacity, and have given 
i ent to the conditions of Congress, why 
dthe Senate canse further deley in admit- 
ting her? The Senator from South Carolina had 
said it wart! not take Jong to have another con- 
vention. He (Mr. Grundy) admitted it; but every 
moment did herinjury. Senators were, by delay, 
Violating a greater principle than that ‘of which 
the gentleman had spoken. Tt was a greater in- 
fraction of principle than any known to free Go- 
yernment, 

We admitted, with the Senator from South 


Carolins, that the testimony establishing the 
fact of the assent of the people of Michigan, was 


of great importance, and sn this case notace ording 
to the sirist rules of legality; yet the testimony 
was of sich a ¢ aoter, that Legislatures would 
not refuse to uct upon it, altheugh courts of justice 
would r ject M, beeause not duly accredited by 
the oaths of But dul not S 

yomanv ac imony net ocn 
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What, he asked, was the amount of the test}. 
mony prodnced? Why, that between five and six 
thousand votes were given at the election of 


rise thansand were ç 
who formed t 


nealing vpon the 
t was to know whe ther they 
2 info the Union on the terms 
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about 1,700 


ion, 1,900 votes were given 


ties. At the last ele y 
in favor of the assenti alone, The whole 
thi az changed, and must have been changed 


of op 


pinion, 


m 
wante 

the Ser 
le of Mich 
the bil wast 


possere of 
m. Would 
The delay 3 
be made of a s 


struck out? . Wh: 

For his (Mr. G’s) part s 
contended that there was nothing of a political 
character inthis matter, either en one side or the 
other; therefore, it was fairly on principle that a dif- 


And shall the Legislature j 


in | 


arther into the subject, he? 
South Carolina to infom | 
a peg- | 


| ference of opinion could be said to exis 
to the Inguiry of the Senator froma South. Carolina, 


“Can Congress call a convention in a Stat 
answered, “no!” nor did it in this instance; 


does the preamble or bill give such a power, nor 


imply it He would conclude his remarks by 


merely declaring, that whether the preamble. 
should be stricken frem the bill or not, hetwould 


vote for ite i 
Mr. MORRIS, on his first motion to strike out 
the preamble to the bill providing for ‘the admis- 


sion of Michigan into the Union, said: The gentle: . 
man from South Carolina had correctly understood 
his object, which was to bring the principle cons 


tained in the preamble to the bill in'a, direct “form: 


before the Senate for its decision. Although he. 


entertained for the talents and ability of the Séena- 
ter from ‘Tenness 
subject he had entirely different views from those 
expressed by that gentleman; still he ‘would say 
thation this question, particularly on the doctrine 


mai 


contained in the preamble, the gentleman was uns © 
He however agreed with | 


questionably in error. 
the Senator that Michigan, ought to be admitted 
inte the Union; his mind had undergone no change 
on (his point, for he was cf the same opinion atthe 
last session of Congress; he was epposed to the 
principle contained in the third section of the act 
for her admission atthe time of ils pastage, though 


ee the highest respet, yet on this | 


he said nothing on the floor of the Senaton the 
subject; he at that time considered this third.sees | 


tion nutonly as unn cessary as it respected: the 
y y 


rights of Ohio, but as unconstitutional and danger- 
ous, ard as requiring of the peop'e of Michigan an 
act nugatory in itself, and lumihating in its conse» 
quences; he was anxious then, he was anxious now, 
that Michigan should be, admitted without having 
any restriction or condition whatever imposed on 
her, he thought then, as be found the fast now, 


that the people of Michigan would view this pros 


vision, requiring their assent to the law of Cons 
gress, as 2n act of supererogation, and one which the 


authority of the constitution did nol warrant, anddid 
‘notreach, and he bad found both conventions which 


had lately been held in Michigan concur off this. 
head, for both had dented the power of Congress to 
require the assent which had been required in the 


third section of the act for their admission; nor did . 


they submit or agree to give itas matter of right,” 
but as matter of obedience ‘only, and to -prove to. 
the country their love and attachroent to the Union, 
Whenever Michigan shall be admitted, it ought to 
be on that bigh and elevated ground on which she 
desires to stund, a repeal of the third section of 
the ect of last session. On this ground, Mri M, 
sall, he wishe? most ardently to place her citizens; 
and the passage of the bill without thé preamble 
woukl accompl.sh that object, for he believed that: 
it was a well settled principle, that if the provisions 
of an ret passed by- the Legislature be repups 
nant to the provisions of a former act, the fore 
mer ac 
being used fur that purpose. This then wes 
his first, though most inconsiderable, reason, 
for wishing to strike out the preamble: for if 
his doctrine was true, as he verily believed it war, 
the passage of the act itself, without tbe lumber 
and incumbrance of the preamble, would fairly and 
honorably admit the State of Michigan at once, 
He had understood the Senator from South Caro. 
lina (Mr. Cathoun) to say thatif both the Sena- 
tors irem Ohio were satisfied as to the northern 
line of that State, he would have no ob« 
juction to ssent to the bill, provided the: 
preamble was stricken oat, after this declaration. 1E 
that were done, ashe (Mr. M.) hoped it would be, 
ibut little doubt of the unanimous vote of 
ein favor of the admission; he could not. 


would be made to it. Gentlemen had argued as if 

asa pariy here who wished to'keep Michi- 
gan out of the: Union; he was. not one of those; 
sud whatever gentiemen might “say in argument, 
he did not- Suppose a singie member harbored 
such a wish, but all were anxious for heradmis- 
vibe first moment it could be done without a 
visiation of constitutional duty, of principle, or of 
law. Although it hss been attempted to be im. 
pressed upon the Senate’ that the controversy 
whieh had gzisted between Ohio and Michigan, 


there was s 
p 


t, 


is repealed without any express worde 


any quarter from which objections 7 
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with r gard to boundary, was “one reason why-the 


delegation from that State were opposed. to. the 
bill, he begged leave toundéceive gentlemerion this 
point, by assuring them that. was not the case; (he 


-eourse which Ohio had-marked. out for- herself in’ 
that controversy. had. proved itself to be the: correct 


one. Congress by their act of the last session had 
“given. consent to the constitutional boundary. of that 
State, and it-had- now. bécame: satisfactory, as well 


- as obligatory. on all parties, and. thus the incum- - 


brance which for somany years ‘had been thrown 


over the title of Ohio by the act of Congress of 


1805, establishing the Territory of Michigan, had 
been withdrawn, and the moment this was done the 
jurisdiction of Ohio over the disputed territory 


was complete. It is then by virtue of the consti- ` 


tution of the State that Ohio has taken jurisdic- 
_ tion over that portion of country; we cannot for a 
moment admit the idea that Congress has given us 
any power todo so, Congress has only recognised 
the validity of our claim, and removed the dificul- 
ty the act of 1805 had created. He,therefore, as one 
of the Senators from Ohio, was perfectly satisfied 
that the State of Michigan should be admitted 
without any reference to the Ohie boundary what- 
ever, ‘On this question doubts no longer remain as 
- it respects Ohio, and he felt strongly disposed to 
remove from the people of Michigan, the now 
unnecessary and humiliating condition which had 
been imposed on them, which condition he 
thought in point of sound policy was never re- 


quired, nor did he belieye that Congressrightfully. 


possessed the power to impose it. 

But, sir, said Mr. M. the view which I have so 
far taken of this subject isa very important one 
indeed, when compared with the broad and dan- 
gerous prificiple conteined in the preamble before 
us. He bad for many years occupied some hum- 
ble station in public life; had been somewhat ac- 
quainted with the legislation of the country; that 
branch, more than any other, bad occupied his at- 
tention, and he could say, in the most perfect sin- 
cerity, and with a clear conscience, that he never 
had heard, nor had he ever expected to hear, doc- 
trines such as were recognised in the preamble to 
the bill, and such as had been openly and glearly 
avowed in the Senate on the present occasion, and 
in support of the preamble now under discussion. 
The facts, as stated by the Senator from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Calhoun,) with regard to the pro- 
ceedings in Michigan, have often been repeated on 
this floor; they are well known and need not be 
again detailed. Congress has recognised, even 
by the act of the 15th June, 1836, Michigan as 
a Stars; in the third section of that act she is no 
less than four times spoken of asaSrare. Tt is 
the State of Michigan, and not the people of 
the country, as abstract from the sovercignty of 
the State, that can rightfully respond to the Iaw 
of Congress; and it is only the voice of the peo- 
ple of the State, collected and expressed as a 
State, that ought to be received as creating any 
obligation on the part of Congress, or indeed any 
obligation upon the State herself. 

But, sir, what are we to understand by this word 
Stare? Do we mean an organized, or do we 
mean an unorganized, community? Do we mean a 
country governed by known and established laws, 
or do we meau one where the law shall never be 
known but when expressed by the public voice, 
through the medium of county conventions, or by 

= an assemblage of the people fat one particular 
place? Ifto the word State, or the expression, 
people of the State, we mean, as I contend is the 
only correct meaning, an organized community, a 
people who have associated together and provided, 
Yor the safety and security of aux, written constitu. 
tions and laws, and also provided for. the exercise 
of its sovereignty through the instrumentality of 
constituted tribunals, or a Government of any oth- 
er known and established character, if this be the 
case, then, he contended that a State had but one 
mode, an l one medium, through which it could 
express its opinions, or exercise its power; ard 
that in. pursuance of its own constitution and 
lawa, a State can be known or recognised under 
no other character, and to use a figurative ex- 
pression, it can neither think, gpeak, Or act, in 


any other way. Well, air, ssid Mr. M, what are 


“the few facts to which this doctrine can be ap- 


plied in the present case?) The sovereign, but. it 
would probably-be more appropriate to say: the 


physical or numerical, power of the “people of | 


Michigan, exercised: in. their primary assem- 
blies, without the authority. of “any law of 
the State, and not, only. without the- sanction, 
of any constitutional provision; -bet in direct con- 
travention of constitution and law, “and by mere 
numerical strength, eyidenced by a plurality of 
‘votes, have understood. her to give the assent of 
the-State to an’ act of Congress, which is to. re- 
main obligatory upon the State in all time to 
come, and which the regular constituted authori- 
ties of the State have no power to control, and 
which the people themselves, according to the 
provisions of their own constitution, can. never 
alter, abridge, or amend; -and it is the assent thus 
given, that we aré now so emphatically called 
upon to reerive as the constitutions] and legiti- 
mate will of the State, Sir, said Mr. M, T cannot 
consent thus thus to humble any one of the sove- 
reign States of this. Union. Let jt be constantly 
borne in mind, that there has been two ronven- 
tions assembled in Michigan, for the purpose of 
considering, or assenting to, the act of Congress. 


The convention which first m t was in pursuance: 


of a law of the State specially passed for that pur- 
pose; that it was elected and organized according 
to the provisions of that law; that this convention 
dissented from the proposition of Congress, or 
rather did not consent thereto; that subsequent to 
this decision it was that the peop!e.met in their 
primary assemblies, and the result was, that anos 
ther convertion wes had. The documents fur- 
nished the Senate inform us that in two counties 
no elections were held, and, of course, those coun- 
lies were not represented in this letter conven. 
tion, the President of which, in a communication to 
the President of the United States, says: that 
“the convention originated through primary meet- 
ings of the citizens of the severa! couniies, in am- 
ple time to afford notice to the whole State; pur- 
suant thereto elections, kept open for two days, 
on the Sth and 6th instant, (December,) have 
been held in all the counties except Monroe and 
Macomb. This, Mr. M. said, was the relation of 
facts and circumstances to him entirely inexptica- 
cable; no time is mentioned as to the notice given, 
nor what kind of notice was thought necessary, 
ov how the same was promulgated, This, as it 
appears to us, was mere mattor of opinion, and 
might, in Michigan, depend very much on party 
views and party purposes.. But the great princi- 
ple, and indeed the ergument, does not depend 
on these minor considerations. The question is, 
will Congress recognise as valid, constitutional, 
and obligatory, without the color of a law of 
Michigan to sustain it, an act done by the people 
of that State in their primary assemblies, and 
knowledge that act as obligatory on the consti- 
tuted authorities and Legislature of the State. 

Are we prepared to subject all State power and 
State authority to the test of this principle? Our 
answer not only concerns Michigan, but ought, 
and, T trust, will be examined into by every State in 
the Union; and, although Michigan at this moment 
may be the scapegoat to bear off this power into the 
western wilderness, yet it may, and can be found 
convenient to apply it to other States. Are we pre- 
pared for this application? is the great question now 
aboutto he decided. T would most scriously call 
upon ali States rights men to look well to this mat- 
ter? Do you love and venerate your own constitu- 
tion and laws, the only guaranty you have for all 
your personal, social, and political rights? Are 
you willing to subject them all to this tremendous 
power? Congress may have a favorite measure to 
accomp'ish, which may come in collision with 
State power. How casy to overcame this power 

by doing what is now claimed to be right In Michi- 
Ban; puss an act requiring the peeple of the State- 
to give their assent to it, or permitting them, if 
you please, fo do so; send amoagst. them your 
agents and emissaries, to induce calls for primary 
assemblies; to hold a convention to suit your views; 
cbisin the act of assent by. such. convention, and 
your whole purpose is answered. The State is 
under your feet; you are the magter spirit that. 
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‘directs. its: movements; and you would have ‘the: 


right. to call upon the: Executive power. as 
the country -to see that your laws were faith. 


‘fully executed... Why, sim but yesterday, “and 
‘we might have looked on- this -picture ‘of 


fancy. only;: but. it is now- fast assuming the 
character of fact, and we may awake.to there- 
ality. before we are aware. | AH that has been 


“suggested, and much moré, may teke place under: 


the sanction of the broad principle now contended- 
for... Let it not be said that we are unnecessarily: 
alarmed, and.that the argument is carried to: ex-: 
tremes, We always test principles by the extent'to: 
which they can, consistent with themselves, be. 
carried into effect. Suppose Congress should 
have a favorite. project to carry through a State, 


say the State of South Curolina, for instance, a 


road or canal, which all would agree could not be 
done without the consent of the State, and Con- 
gress should pass an act in terms precisely those 
used in the act for the admission of Michigan, 
and. the Legislature of the State should be con- 
venel to consider the proposition, or should. pro- 
vide for the. election of a convention, who should 
meet and reject the same. If, after all this, some’ 
personshould be found possessing influence suffi- ° 
cient, either with’or without the patronage of this 
Government, to obtain a.majority of the qualified 
electors of the State, or even. of the whole bady- 
of the people, both male and female, no matter 
how expresssed, whether by convention or other- 
wise, would any man say that this.was sufficient. 
authority for Congress to proceed. with the con- 
templated work? No! none would be found: to 
avow this at once; yet to this length will the doc-" 
trine lead. : A 

Sir, the matter can be brought home to our 
doors in Ohio; we bave had a controversy partaking 
of this character with the Bank cf the United 
States: the Legislature of the State denied the 
power of Congress to authorize the bank to send: 
a branch in the State without its consent. Sup- 
pose the charter had contained a prov'sion that a 
branch might be seat into any State by the “ as- 
sent of a convention of delegates, elected by the 
said State, for the sole purpose of giving such 
assent?” Suppose, sir, this had been the original 
charter of the bank, sud a convention of delegates 
had been gotten up, and have forced upon the: 
State the power of the bank, contrary to her own: 
constitution and laws, and against the express will 
of the Legislature? -I ask every citizen of Ohio - 
what would lave been his opinion and feelings oa 
a state of things of thiskind? For my own part, as 
a citizen of that State, I had rather see Ohio 
struck st once from the Union, than. thata doctrine 
of this kind should bs considered orthodox and 
prevail in practice, We might wander for a 
while at large and find a resting place; but 
when once swallowed up by this Government, 
our powsr of action would entirely cease, 
Then, indeed. would we have no Government ‘of’ 
our own; we would be but mere automata in the 
hands of those who administer this Government. 
They would be the judges both as to the time and 
manner of our acting, and of the validity of the 
records of those acts. Would not this be the 
condition of the States if we adopt and maintain 
this dangerous principle? a principle which ad- 
mits a State into the Union without law and with: 
out record, so far as the State has any action in 
the case. It is true, as was observed by the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina, (Mr. Calhoun,) that good 
precedents are soon forgotten, while bad ones live’ 
for ever. He (Mr. M.) contended that the princi- 
ple contained in the preamble to the bill was vi- 
cious in the extreme. Shall we then countenance 
it? shall we maintain it? He trusted not, 

He said he was somewhat surprised, he con- 


the Senator from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Bucha- 
ran.) That gentleman, if he understood him cor.” 
rectly, not only sustained the proceedings of the- 
last convention in Michigan, but contended that if f 
it had pot assented, the peopie would have gone ~ 
on, even ‘ed infinitum, to cleet conventions, watil 
they obtained: one which wou'd give ‘thé assent. 
A doctrine so ‘latitudinarien’ ‘as this, he seid, he 
gould by no means admit, It was a doctrine that 
acca E E y 
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unloosed all the obligations of society, and dis- 
solved Government into ifs original elements. 

In a controversy of this kind he would not fear 
to meet the gentleman, even in his own State, in 
which, as far as he knew, this doctrine had been 
first promulgated to ihe country. He would call 
the attention of the Senator to a public letter from 
the pen of a very distinguished citizen of that 
State; that le'ter had been made public, and of 
course was public property, and Hable to public 
examination. The doctrine, he contended, con- 
tained in it, was revolutionary in its natare; it 
wentto prove, aa he understocd it, that the right 
of revolution was a right inherent inthe very na- 
ture of our institutions; a doctrine which he rould 
not admit as correct, and one which went to prove 
that we had no stability whatever in our Govern- 
ment. This doctrine was broached in a Stute 
whose citizens had always proved themselyes 
sound republicans: democratic sons of democratic 
fathers; and he felt highly gratified in finding ths. 
in that State this doctrine had faljen still-born 
from the press; it was at orce rebuked by the good 
sound democratic sense of the people, and he 
thought had gone to the tomb of the Capulets; 
but he feared it was but the precursor of more ex- 
tensive operations ofa system, which, while it fat- 
tered the pride and vanity of the peopl , was steal- 
ing from them every vestige of liberty, and ucder- 
mining the foundation of ali their secial instita- 
tions. The case of Maryland had been men- 
tioned; the plea in that case was, if be under- 
stood it correctly, that the L ature of the 
State having, as some thovght, neglected to 
adopt such messures as the wants of the peop e 
required, that the people, or rather a majority of 
the people, had the right by a convention, elect- 
ed without the authority of any law, to put down 
the whole frame of Government, and establish a 
new Government, with new powers and new agents, 
in its stead; that in fact the majority of the pec- 
ple of a State had the right to forms Govern- 
ment to suit their own convenience, without any 
regard to the rights of the minority as secured 
under the existing Government; this he considered 
the first act in the grand drama, by which. he 
feared that pubiic institutions, made for the safety, 
of all, were to be abolished for the special bene- 
fit of a part; it was the mere precursor of more 
energetic and extensive operations. Suppose a 
few of the large States should be disposed to think 
that the Senatorial representation in Congress was 
unequal; that it was absurd, and derogatory to the 
rights of the people, that New York should have 
no more power in this bedy than 7 
and should wish to change the present order of 
things. True it is that the-constitution of the 
United States has provided that no State, withaut 
jts consent, shali be deprived of its equal suffrage 
in the Senate; but what of that? This, accord- 
ing to the argument we have heard, is but a 
subordinate right, always subject to the con- 
atitutional power ofthe people; let cenven'ions 
be holden, elected by the people in their primary 
assemblies according to mere numbers, and less 
than half a dozen of the most populous States 
would swallow up the twenty smaller ones, who 
now, by givi-g their assent to this doctrine, do 
homage to the larger Staves for their Hberties, sad 
appear willing to rely on them, and not on the con- 
stitution, as the security fortheirrights. it would 
be well that we shouid always remember that our 
fathers did not expend their bicod and treasure to 
establisi: a Government resting alone upon p 
breath, but one founded on written constitution 
and laws for the security of all, and in the forma- 
tion of which all had an equal right to participate. 

But, sir, suppose sil that has been urged ag 
the facts as they appear in this case shouid be 
deemed insufficient to show that the principle upon 
which the admission of Mi j je i 
is founded in miataken an l erronee 
contended that there was no certain or con 
evidence to show that the consent of the peop 
Michigan had ever been given, as required by h 
act of Congress. Who are the people of Michi- 

an within the meaning of that act? Surely th 
qualified voters cf that State, and none other; 
one will contend for an opposite construction; what 


evidence then have we that the convention which 
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gave the assen, was elected by the proper persons? 
None at all, for aught we know, or for aught that 
appears in any part of the documents furnished 


the Senate, there is no conclusive evidence that 
the people of Mich'gin ever did give their assent 
to the act of Congress 


That the people of that 
State de desirous of being admitted into the 
Union he had littl doubt; but insisted that cer- 
tain forms were necessary before that admission 
could take place, The evklence furnished to 
preve acompliance with those forms, he consi- 
dered entirely incomplete and unsatisfactory. 
True, as the Senator from Tennessee has said, 
we have evidence founded on publications in 
newspapers, the statements of individuals, and 
copies of the proceedings of the convention itself, 
but none of there come to us under oath, cr under 
the forms of official proceedings. The gentie- 
man’s opinion is, that evidence thus furnished 
ought to be considered sufficient to found an act 
islation upon: to this he said he agreed; but 
was the presenta mere question of general or local 

y ; ture? He thought not. H was 
a question of a l character. Deciding upon 
the proper construction of an existing Jaw, and 
ihe facts thet were to determine the rights of citi- 
zens uncer that law, we assumed here the character 
of judges, rather than laters; and he theught 
it indispensably necessary, that at least the shadow 
ef judicial evidence should be preserved; and 
he contended, that in th's cate even that shadow 
did not eppear, In measures of naked policy, 
tbe argument of the gentleman might safely be 
admitted, but he repudisted its application in 
the present case, If evidence cfa higher nature 
exists, it issemewhat extraor ry that it has not 
been furnished the Senate. If weareto rely ex- 
clusively on the popular vote of the people of the 
State, we ouohi to} some evidence of the votes 
given, ard by whom. i}oes as rentleman 
here know, by any evidence fur whether 
the persons who voted on the Sih and 6th days of 
December for members to a convention, were 
qualified electors or noi? No: not one of us has 
anv evidence on that paiste. How, then, are we 
to judge of the validity of the vote, or the rights of 
the convention? None of the proceedings were 
authorized by a State law, and thus stamping them 
with the solemnity of State anthori{y; nor have we 
any parol evidence, even without oath, at all sa 
nctory on this pent. Tt is most extraordinary 
re not furnished with any evidence as to 
e yoters were that cast their votes for the 
election of mem to the convention by whom 
the assent was given; may ask, and rot 
without reason, who were they, or by what rule 
or authority their votes were collected and count- 
ed? Noone here knows any thing on the subject. 
Sir, the history of the day informs us that 
the tide of emigration, into the State of Michi- 
gan bas for a year or two past been im- 
mense; not orly citizens of the United States, 
but foreigners, who have reached our shores 
in shoals, have fornd ir way into that part 
ur country. Have we eny evidence that this 
of men were net the persons, in a good degres, 
ve thns undertaken to remodel the consti- 
EM m and with it the very principles 
Wasit this class of men, or 
hat have undertaken te give 
igan to her boundaries, as pre- 
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10 elected the second convention? We 
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or counting of heads? All these facts, he contënd-“ 
ed, were entirely unk nown to: the Senate; and yet 
we were called to declare, by the solemn enact- 
ment of a law, that the people of Michigan, in pro- 
per form,had given their assent to the condition im- 
posed on. them by the act of Congress. He cone 
tended that the Senate was about to establish the 


truth of a fact about which they had heard ¢ 


but little, except from publie rumor, para- ` 
graphs in party newspapers, or from the statements 
and assertions of individuals not under the obliga- 
tions ofan oath. This, he thought, would bea most 
dangerous decision, pronounced: at a very inau- 
spicious time. The condition of the country is at 
this time peculiar, if not alarming. He said he 
felt it his duty to express his opinions honestly, 
as he entertained them; and he regretted mueh 
that duty seemed to require him to comment on 
the existing state of things. Almost every news- 
paper oa which he laid his hands contained 
the history of crimes almost without number, and 
strongly impressed. upon his mind the idea that 
men began to think it right to take the adminis- 
tration of justice into their own hands, and dis- 
pense what they believed it to be, entirely without 
any of the forms of law. He had read of punishe 
ments of the highest nature being inflicted by the 
order of assemblies of the people, in some of the 
States, who had conducted their proceedings with 
the “ormality and gravity, no doubt, that 
the convention of Michigan had conducted theirs. 
He had read, with some surprise as well ag res 
gret, advertisements in newspapers in different 
cities, ofieripg for sale fine duelling pistols, and ` 
pistols for the belt and the pocket, bowie-knives, 
and like ‘instruments well calculated for the 
tuking of human hfe, offered as convenient arti« 
cles, necessary for the convenience or. com- 
fort cf man, He had no recollection of seeing, 
until very Jately, advertisements of this kind; and 
the question very naturally pressed itself upon ` 
his mind, what does all this mean? does it 
not prove to us that men are endeavoring to place 
themselves entirely above the power of the hw, ` 
and do that which they think to be right in their 
own eyes. He thought that it was high time for 
the whole constituted authorities of the country to. 
use all proper means to circumscribe the entire 
action of the people within the strict limits of the 
law, before the restraint of Jaw was lost sight of 
aliogether. Recognise (said Mr. M.) that the 
people of Michigan may, in this informal manner, 
dispense with the constitution and jaws of their 
own State, and you at the same time recognise the 
doctrine that numerical. strength alone shall have 
precedence in point of obligation to the most sos 
lern legal enactments. It seemed to him there 
was at that momenta powerful responsibility rest- 
ing on Congress, and that they ought to proceed 
with the most serious deliberation. He had heard 
for a year or two past much said about the abuse 
of Executive power; but, said he, we are about to 
change the question, and to establish here danger- 
ous assumptions of legislative power. By the act 
ofthe 15th of June, the fact of Michigan having 
assented to the conditions of that act, is to be as- 
certained by the President of the United States 
alone; he is made the sole judge when the assent 
as given, and is to make the same known by pra- 
clamation. Has he found the fact to exist? or has 
he issued his proclamation? No: he has done 
neither. He informs us that one convention, electe 
ed and convened in pursuance of a Jaw of the 
State, had not given its assent. He ` also- 
informs us that another convention had met, 
and cid assent; and he further says that if 
the proceedings of this latter convention had 
come to him in the recess of Congress, he would 
have issued his proclamation in conformity with 
the provision of the act of Congress, if he was 
satisfied that this convention, in all respects, had 
accorded with the will of the people of Michigan. 
The President was not satisfied that such facts 
existed upon which his proclamation ought te 
issue, and he referred the whole proceedings to 
Congress; andthis very reference ought to prove 
to us that the fact did not exist, and that Michigan 
had not complied with the conditions required of 
her; and he referred it in order that the restric- 


tions might be removed, but, instead of removing’ 
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the-restrictions,. we are about-to &nd-the fact of 
assent. He was anxious that this question should 
come toan issue, and that Michigan should:come 
into the Union, but was not. willing: to sacrifice 
“any principle. to attain ever this desirable cnd. 
-He thought. it would be better for the people of 
Michigan themselves, and more satisfactory, if they. 
were kepta little longer out of the Union, rather 


than have a principle adopted which both: of her 
conventions had declared to be unconstitutional. | 
He trusted, however, thatthe difficulties might be ` 


remediedin the way suggested by the chairman 
of the committee, for he understood the gentie- 
man-to say that he viewed the preamble. as. of 
little consequence, and would vote for the bill if 
it was Stricken out; yet be would feel hims-if 
bound to retain it, although he considered it per- 
fectly harmless and nugatory. 

Now, if this was the case, he hoped tbe gentle- 
man, in courtesy, would at once agree to let it be 
stricken out by the Senate, without his vote, as 
he believed it to be entirely unimportant, while 
uther gentlemén believed it involved a dangerous 
principle, and would compel them to vote against 
the bill if it was retained; and he fully beiteved 
that if the gentleman would thus give his as- 
sent, and the obnoxious preambie was stricken 
out, there would not be a dissenting voice to 
the admission of the new State into the Union. 
He could see no prejudice that would result in 
pursuing this course, to the boundaries of cither 
Ohio or Indiana; thcir boundaries were already 
settled, and could not be disturbed, whether the 
preamble wasretained or not. A great'deal, said 
Mr. M. has been said here about Michigan having 
extended her jurisdiction over part of the territory 
belonging to Obio and Indiana; but if he under- 
stood the constitution of Michigan, no definite 
boundary was established by that instrument. It 
was in the preamble to the constitution it was to 
be found, and in hatalone. It was there provided 
that the people inhabiting the Terri ory, as estab- 
lished by the act of Congress of 1805, formed. for 
themselves a State Government; this he consider- 
ed as creating no difficulty as it respected the 
question of boundary, cither with Ohio or Ludiuna. 
He therefore most sincerely hoped the honorable 
chairman would give his assent to thus striking 
out the preamble, for with it he thought it impos- 
sible to vote for the bill. 

The honorable Chairman, he said, had told us 
that ihis was not a party or political question, He 
agreed wiih him that it was not. He fi lt that he 
ought to approach if as a judge, and so far as he 
wes advised of the important princip'e involved in 

, the case, he would endeavor to decide upon it ac- 
ccording to the dictates of his bust judgment. He 
trusted that no Senator would give bis vote on 
this question under the influence of party or politi- 
cal feelings. However, said Mr, M, we may be at- 
tached to party for the purpose of favoring po- 
litical views as to future policy, yet when we came 
toa question of the magnitude of the on: before 
us, we must decide it upon higher grounds, and 
suffer ourselves to be influenced by the sound prin- 
ciples ofjustice only. If Michigan was not a State 
when would her existence as a §tate commence? 
If she was a State at the time the act of the 15th of 
June last was passed, she could only speak or rather 
make known her willas such State, and therefore 
the assent of this latter convention was not her set, 
If, said he, we recognise her asa State, we must 
date her existence from the time sbe adopted her 
constitution; and if her Senators and Representa- 
tives, who have been elected to Congress, are en- 
title} to seats, then indeed. was she a State to 
all intents and purposes from that time; and 
the convention which afterwards met without 
authority was in derogation of all h: r State rights, 

No gentlemen, he presumed, would deny this; 
and yet we are about to set up theacts f certain 
unauthorized individuals as above the constituted 
authorities of the State. There was one circum- 
stance, which he deemed somewhat material, 
which he wishe! to notice. ‘The number of dele. 
gates which composed the first convention was 
forty-nine, and he took it for granted that the law 
of Mehigan preseribed this number. “But the 
convention which gave its assent to the act of 
Congress, was composed of seventy two members; 
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how happened: this? Was this a movernent by ; 


which certain gentlemen in the. State were to be 
put up, and. others put down? . Who apportioned. 
toone county twelve delegates, the siasth part of 
the whole number, while an adjoining county 
sent but two? Where was the power in Michi- 
gan to make this discrimination, except the legis- 
lative power? Sir, said Mr. M, admit the trath of © 
this preambie, and then the legitimate lengths to 
which it may. be carried, and we dissolve the very 
elements of Government, and reduce its power to 
physical or numerical force. It is through anarchy 
that we arrive at despotism, Submit this to any 


State, even to Michigan hersclf, freed from du- 


ress, and no one would agree to it. He was sure 
it never would be assented to in bis own State; 
her people had no authority to change her political 
condition, even by the consent or advice of Con- 
gress, but only through their own Legislature, 
and in the manner and form in whick they had 
bound themselyes to each other in their own con- 
stitution. It has been said that the first step from 
correct principles was taken with more difficulty 
than others which followed; as in merals so in pow 
litics. If we once let go our hold on the consti- 
tution, for any purpose whatever, we may soon 
find it convenient to dispense with iton most if not 
every occssion. These, Mr. M. said, were his 
views on this important. question, delivered, to 
be sure, in a desultory and unconnected manner; 
and he returned his. thanks to the Senzte for their 
patient attention. ` 

Mr. STRANGE said he should detain the Sen- 
ate but a moment or two, for, in h's judgment, 
there was not space for much pertinent argumen- 
tation on the subject under consideration. "We 
did not perceive the alarming consequences from 
the adoption of the preambie, which presented 
themeelves to the minds of other gentlemen; ner, 
indeed, did he much cwe, except so far as it 
mizht be gratifying to others to retain it, whether 
the preamble accompanied the biil or not The 
retention of it struck him as being an exceedingly 
simple matter, involving no assertion either dan- 
gerous or untrue. Congress, at the jast session, 
passed a law constituting Michigan ose cf the 
States of this Union upon a particular condition 
therein prescribed, and the preamble merely as- 
serted the performance of that condition. And 
what was that condition? Why, that the: people 
of Michigan shoul] bold a convention, and agree 
therein to be bound by the territorial limits pro- 
seribed by Congress to that State. Have 
people of Michigan complied with that condition? 
Has she held her convention, and given the assent 
required? It was not denied, as he urelerstodd, 
that a convention had been holden, bat the 
manner of holding it was objected to. Me was 
not aware that either the common law, or 
any statute, prescribed any mode of assem- 
bling conventions; and no mode was prescribed 
in the act of Congress imposing upon Michigan the 
condition of holding this convention; and it was 
rather hard now, afier she had holden her conven- 
tion, to tell her that she could take nothing by it, 
because it had not been properly helden, although 
no landmarks forh-r guidance were laid down 
by the commen law or statute, and Congress her- 
self had neglected to indicate any mode in which 
a convention might be constituted satisfactory to 
herself. Michigan was left, as we are still lef, to 
the plain dictates of common sens ata convèn- 
tion was an assemblage of the people of a commu- 
nity, in person or by their agents or representa- 
tives, no matter how assembled; and by that pi 
principle of common sense, she basa right to ask 
that she shall be tried. How was the Govern- 
ment under which we live put in operation, but 
through the action of the primary essemblegrs of 
the people? and who bas ever dared to question 
the propriety of that resuli? and is Michigan now 
to be told, in the absence of all law, and in the 
face of such examples, that there was a particnler 
mode of action, the only legitimate and proper 
one? The report of the Chairman ef the Judiciary 
Committee, shows that Michigan has holden a con. 
vention and given her asseat, and it is not denied 
that a convention. has been holden anl the assent 
thereby given, bat gentlemen say it is nota Tegiti- 
mate convention, bat do not show us what is 
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necessary to consitite a legitimate convention. 
it. has been: assumed, in the argument of this 
matter, that Michigan is a State. H so, theré ‘is 
nothing left, it seemed to hin, either to dispute or 


| legisiite about. - The. Senators and Representa- 


tives from that State were entitled to their seats 
He was not prepared to 
admit that she was a State.’ She was unquéstion- 
ably once a Territory, the pfoperty of this Union, — 
and could only rise to the dignity of a sovereign 
Stato by the consent of Congress, properly given. 
Congress had given this. consent, but it was accom- 
panicd-with certain conditions, which conditions 
must be performed ere the consent could take ef- 
fect; and whether these conditions bad been per- 
formed was the very matter under consideration. 
He denied that there was any chrysaiis state in 
which she ecased to be a Territory, and yet was 
not a member of this Union. The tra on must 
necessarily be instantaneous from Territorial existe 
ence to that of membership in the Union. Until 
she became a State she continued to be a Territo- 
‘ry, and only ceased to be a Territery when she be- 
came’a State inthe Union. Her existence as a 
State, and ber membership in the Union, were 
the cotemporaneous effects of one action. 

If he rightly understood the reason why Con- 
gress had nnposed this condition upon Michigan, 
it was that there might be no future difficulty be- 
tween her and the States of Ohio and Indiana rela- 
tive to boundary. Congress could never decide 
the jadici«! question, as to what-effect any or all 
the circumstances should have upon the rights of 
the several parties, Asa matter cf prudence, she 
might ask conditions which might, in her judg- 
ment, tend to peace, but it remained to the judi. 
cial tibunais of the country only to decide ulti- 
mately upon their regularity and effect. A rigid 
technical course was therefore unbefitting Con- 
gress, and nothing remained for her at present, but 
to ascertain, upon broad and hberal principles, 
wheiber the condition required of Michigan had 
been performed. : 

Some reference had becn made to the State of 
Maryland in the course of the argument, which, 
by the by, he did not think at «ll parallel to the 
case of Michigan; but as it had been mentioned, 
he would say, that if the people of Matyland, or 
any other Slate, thought proper at ony time, by a 
convention, however originated or organized, to 
change her constitution, Congress would have no 
right to interfere, unless she departed from 
a republican form of Government. It was 
an affair entirely domestic; and the authority 
of Congress to intermeddle in the matter, 
under any circumstances, could only be by force 
of ihe fourth section of the fourth article of the 
eonstitut of the United States, by which are- 
publican form of Government is guarantied by 
the United States to the States respectively. The 
evil of sucha course, if any, would be confined 
tothe citizens of the State itself, and neither thè ` 
eral Government, nor thet of any other State; 
d have a right to interfere, as Jong as the res 
publican form of Government was preserved. 
But the case of Michigan fell far short of thik, and 
in his judgment involved no question which could 
alarm the most apprehensive, Itwas a case which 
could only occur on tho formation asd admission 
of States, and could be drawn into precedent 
uncer no other circuinstucces. The simple quese 
tion, he repeated, was, h whigan complied. with 
the conditions required of her?) The preamble” 
affirmed that she had, and belleving it to be tr 
he should vote for retaining i i : 

Mr. DANA said: | have listened with attention 
of the gentlemen epposed to the: 
Michigan into the Union, and have 
perceived no sound reason- for- rejecting her sp-: 
She has, as is ed@te those gen-' 
s required’ 
ion; she. has’ 
bhcan constitution; and Congress,’ 
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of her. 
formed a rep d 
by its act of last session, has approved of that eon: - 


sittution. And does. not an imperious düty rest 
on us to receive that State into the. Union? She 
asks it, and. I arn satistied that we are ‘botind to 
graut her.request. And why: not-.d5 it now, sit? 


-Weare toid by the honorable gentleman: from: 
“South Carolina, (Mr. Calhoun, )* that we. cannot 
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do it without a violation of the censtitution; and 
by the honorable memLer from Ghio, (Mr, Mur- 
ria) that it cannot be done without dissolving the 
elements of our Union! But how stands the case? 
Let us.advert to the principies and facts on which 
this question rests. Sir, a long and severe con- 
test had existed between Michigan and Obio in 
»relation to their boundary line, each claiming the 
same territory, and each ready to defend it with 
their lives. Michigan claimed an admission int: 

the Union; but Congress couid not admit her, 
standing as she did in a hostile attitude towards 
one of the States of the Union, until the exciting 
question of boundary was settled. And the wis- 
dom of this measure is apparent to everyone. To 
have admitted her with her quarrel into the Union, 
would have been dangerous and ruinous. Con- 
gress, therefore, in the first place proceeded to 
settle the boundary line between these contend- 
ing parties, upon principles conceived to be 
and then to limit and prescribe the boundari 
point out the territory, over which Michigan 
should have jurisdiction; and then, in the same 
act of June, it approved of her constitution, and 
provided for her admission into the Union by the 
proclamation of the President, if a majority of de- 
legates, chosen by the people for that sole pur- 
pose, should give their assent to the terms of ad- 
mission prescribed by said act. And to me it ap- 
pears that the only question for us to consider is, 
have a majority of a convention, thus chosen, 
given their assent to the terms of al if 


imission? 
they have, we are bound, sir, to sdmit ilem, 
It is understood, sir, that a convention of the 
people of Michigan was held in September lust, 
who did no! give their assent to the terms of ad- 
mission prescribed by this act, and of course the 
President did not admit that State inte the Union 
by proclamation. His further understood, that a 
second convention was held on the 15th Decem- 
ber last, who did give their assent to the terias 
prescribed by the act before mentioned; but the 
evidence of this assent was not communicated to 
the President until after the present session of 
Congress. He did not admit the State by procla- 
mation, but said he should have done so bad he 
received evidence of the fact of the assent of the 
convention during the recess. As he did uot, he 
bas submitted the subject to the present Congress. 
These, sir, are the facts, 
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And now what are 
the principles by which we are to be governed in 
‘the case? If, sir, | understand any thing of sta- 
tutes, or their construction, the act of Congress of 
last June, defining the limits and regulaticg the 
jurisdiction of Michigan, accepting her coastitu- 
tion, and providing for her admission into the 
Union as an independent State, stands, as if ever 
has stosd, an act of Congress. ‘That section of ti, 
however, which authorized the President to admit 
this State by proclamation, not havicg been acted 
upon by him, is inoperative, a dead letter. “The 
power delegated by Congress to him, now reverts 
to them, and we can admit upon the same terms 
on which we authorized the President to admit 
this State, or we can admit upon such cther terms 
as Congress shall deem wise and expedient. But, 
sir, we are told by grave and learned Senators 
that Congress having authorized the President to 
perform this service, on a certain contingency, 
that Ae, and Ae alone, can receive this State into 
the Union. Is this sound doctrine? Can it be 
so? Let us examine this positi pee 
ceiving evidence cf the assent of 
ty of the convention, the President was authorized 
to admit this State into the Union. He dees net 
receive this evidence, or not in season, and t 
subject is submitted to Congress. Now, sit, my 
apprehension is, that the President’s power con 
ferred by the act has ended; thetit h 
to Congress, and ¿key alona ca 
a delegated power for a specif ot, 8 
limited time, alwayscontinue? Cannot those s 
constitute an agent, also revoke his pow 
can they not exercise that power, wh 
ly surrendered by the agent? if not, F have yet 
to learn, the first principles of statutes and their 
construction. Yes, sir, in my humble opinion, 
we have a right to exercise the powers we 
delegated to (he President, and that section of the 


cised by us in the admission of this Slate. 

But, siz, we are met with another objection, 
viz: That a majority of the convention have not 
assented to the terms prescribed in the act of 
Jane last. We are told, sir, that one convention 

| assembled for the purpose of giving their assent, 
but withheld it, and that their doings ought 
to he conclusive. Again, the honerable Senator 
from Ohio, (Mr. Ew? 


cording to act of Congress; that it originated with 
the people, and that they assembled in their pri- 


mary meetings and chose their delegates to the 
convention. And then be triumphantly asks, who 
ided at those meetings? How were they orga- 
nized, and whe swore their officers? My reply 
to these positions and inquiries is, first, that the 
act of Congress requiring the assent of the con- 
vention, does not point out how the delegates 
shall be chosen. It requires the assent of a 
mejority of. a convention chosen Ay the people for 
that purpose. Here, sir, the lawi has left it, 
and wisely left it, to the people to select their dele- 
gates in their own way. If a particular mode 
had been pointed out, that mode must have been 
pursued; butas there was none, the people w 


most judicious, 
have not exercised 
to the views of gen- 
tlemen, but in perfect accordance with the act of 
Congress, shall we set aside their doings, and 
compel them to wait year afer year for the enjoy- 
ment of those rights and privileges to which they 
have long been entitied? “Who presided at these 
‘meetings? How were ihey organized, and who 
swore their officers?” Claiming the privilege 
of a Yaukee, } will answer these questions by 


power: 
And now, sir, b< 
| them in a manner ag 
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proposing thers, Who prsided over the 
mectings when the former delegates were 


chosen; and how were those meetings organ- 
ized? Who swore their officers? 1 have no doubt 
but that the town meetings were properly organ- 
ized, governed, and the officers duly qualified. 
But, sis is that a question before this honorable 
body? Has this Sena 


e looked into the organiza- 
tion of towns, and tothe qualification of their 
officers? Suchan instance I have never known, 
nor dees it, in my op xist. What, sir! shail 
this grave Senate convert itself into an inquisi orial 
body over primary assemblies? And where shall 
| we begin, where end? Suppose we look into 
their organization for the year 1836. Thatinquiry 
must necessarily carry us to their organization, 
and the qualification of their officers for 1835; and 
so we should goon to the first precedent under 
the constitution. The idea is too absurd to dwell 
| upon. And why should we doubt a correct proci- 
Qurein the primary xssemblies of the people of 
Michigan any more than in those of Ohio, orany 


other State? No, sir; the people of Michigan had 
sold their primary meetings and choose 
ates, and they have done it; and who 
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together by such 
of cur Union so 
solved upon false 
will not indulge in 
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issues, and for trivial causes 


any such anticipations, especially not as the conse: 
quence of this measure. ee 

Much, sir, has been objected to the passing. of 
this bill, because the first coavention.of delegates 
withheld their assent to the requisitions of the act, 
I am not at all surprised that they did; nor ought 
this to operate in sny way against their subsequent... 
assent. Consider for a moment the situation’ of 
the people of Michigan, when they chose. iheir 
delegates to the first convention. They were then 
agitated by the question of boundary; they were 
disappointed at the decision of Congress; they 
were smarting under the wounds they had receiv- 
ed from Chic; and, not having time, sor being. in 
a condition to reflect upon the advanta,es.and dis- 
advantages of a union with the States, they did 
not cons nt tothe terms proposed by the Nation- 
al Legislature. Is this, then, strange? Would it 
not have been more strange if, under the circum- 
stances, they had given their assent? But, sir, 
when passion had subsided, and opportunity, had 
heen given for reflecting upon the situation of a 
State ouf of the Union, they discovered that they 
were depriving themselves of great and inestima- 
ble advantages; that their present state was one 
of weakness and exposure, and strength and pro- 
tection could only be found in the Unicn. Was 
it, then, wonderful that a change of sentiments 
should have taken place? No, sir: it would have 
been much more wonderful if a change in this re- 
spect had nut taken place. And isit trae, that, 
because one convention did not consent to the 
terms pr. scribed, that another could not? No, sir: 
if one or two, or even a dozen conventions, had re- 
fuse: theirassent to the conditions, and afterwards, 
upon reflection, the people changed their minds, 
and chose a convention, a majority of whom st 
last gave their assent, they would even then beve 
had an incontesiible right of admission into. the 
Union, Besides, this last-convention was chosva 
by about three thousand votes more than the for- 
mer one. ; 

Sir, actuated by these. principles, applied t 
these facta, I can entertain no doubt of the rights 
of Michigan in tbis case, and the path of our duty is 
equally cie But Tam not for admitting them 
without retaining the preamble in the bill. That 
connects their admission with the terms prescrib- 
ed in the act of June, and that settles the boundary 
line between Michigan and Ohio, and puts an ent 
to the long and bitter, if not bloody, contest in 
which those two States have been involved. Noth- 
ing can be more abhorrent to the feelings of every 
friend of iiberty and humanity, than a fratricidal 
war between twoof the States of this Union. T 
would never admit Michigan and her quarrel, but 
it shoul be fully and permanently settled before 
she becomes one of the United States.. 

I concur, sir, in the views of the honoreble Sena- 
tor from North Carolina, (Mr. Strange,) that if 
this question should be brought up hereafter, it 
must be settled by a judicial tribunal. But the 
act of Congress prescribing and making known 
the terms of admission, and the assent of the con- 
vention {o those terms, together with the pream- 
ble of the present bill, would, I apprehend, 
throw an insuperable barrier in the way of a re- 
covery by Michigan. Iam therefore for retaining 

he preamble. 

A single thought more, and I have done. It is 
not denied that Michigan embraces a population 
which entitles her to a rank among her sister 
States; that she has formed a republican constitu- 
nt under it, and 
She hus also 


ate 


r legitimate rank as an independent so- 
ate. Her claim is not without prece- 


D 


rights and privileges to which she is entitled, and 
wich she demands at our hands? Sir, a solemn 
duty devolves upon us, and, I trust, that we shall 
best discharge it, by immediately admitting this 
State into the Union. 

Mr. WALKER said that the Senator from South 


~ Gath Conc...2d Sires. 


lina, (Mr: Calhoun) seemed. fo: con the 
‘question of the admission of Michigan as a State of 
the Usion atthe present ‘session of Congress: as 
fraaght with alarming consequences. The pream- 
‘ble of the bill now under consideration; the -Sena- 
tor fells us, embodies principles anarchical, revolu: 
tionary, and subversive of the constitution of the 


other. convention than one. to amend the Constitu- 
tien.of the Union. Yet, said Mr. W. they. have 
repeatedly called conventions to enabl: the people 
within. certain, territorial limits to Torm State Gov- 
yeniviénts. And Mr. W. read extracts from. vari. 
ous acts of Congress to this effect. i 
Mr. CALHOUN here said he intended to say 
that Congress could call no convention in a State, 
and that Michigan was a State when this conven- 
tion. was calied, - : ete 
If then, said Mi W. Michigan is a State, or was 
so when this convention was called or assembled, 
why does the gentleman refuse. to.consider her as 
a State, and deny het, not only now, but til next 
year, any representation in the Senate of the 
Union. Ifshe, Michigan, isa State, as the gentle- 
man asserts, she must be eniitied to all the rights 
` of a State, and especially to the most important of 
all those rights, that of representation in the Cons 
gress of the Union. Sir, said Mr. W. this con- 
vention in Michigan has been assembled, us in for- 
mer cases, by a people passing from ‘rerritorial 
pupilage to State sovereignty, and is called by 
Congress in the same manner as similar conven- 
tions have been heretofore called by Congress, for 
the same purpose. But if Michigan be a State, 
& it be a violation of State sovereigntyty to authorize 
the people to call a convention, is it not equally a 
violation of State sovereignty fer Congress to au- 
thorize the Legislature to calla convention in Mich- 
igan, and especially to call such a convention in a 
manner repugnant to the provisions of the provi- 
sions of the constitution of Michigin. Yet the Se- 
nator from South Carolina adopts the proc-edings 
of the first convention, and disowns the proceed- 
ings of the second convention. Was the first con- 
vention called in pursuance of the act c f Congres? 
‘If so, that convention, according to the Senators 
argument, is a gross violation of the constitution 
of the Union; and yet if that convention was 
not called in pursuance of the act of Congress, 
the dissent of the convention to the terms 
propesed by Congress, can have no effect. Now, 
one of the express grounds upon which the 
first convention refused ils assent to the terms 
proposed by Congress, was, that the convention 
then assembled had no control over the boundary 
question; the Legislature not having pursued the 
mode designated by the constitution of Michigan, 
in calling the convention. And yet the Senator 
from South Carolina would give efficacy to the 
proceedings of this convention, which disclaims 
its own authority and constitutional existence 
whilst he denies the authority of the last conven- 
tion, assembled in pursuance of the act of Con- 
ress, The act providing for the admission of 
Michigan as a State of the Union, demands, as a 
prercquisite of admission, the assent of a conven- 
tion of delegates elected by the penple of Michigan, 
for the sole purpose of giving such assent. ‘The 
intervention of the Legislature was not required, 
nay, it was previous'y dispensed with, for the 
bill, as proposed at the last session, did first 
require legislative action; but that clause of 
the bill was stricken out, as Mr. Walker 
ceived, to sitisfy those who contended that 
the Legislature could not, bat by the as- 
sent cf two-thirds of that body, assemble a 
convention for any purpose whatever, and that 
the assent of a majority of the people was all 
that Congress required. But, now the utmost 
authority is given to legislative action by those 
who denied its authority at the last session of 
Congress. A conven.ion of delegates, elected by 
the people, was ali that Congress required. That 
convention has ass-mbled, and there is satisfactory 


con- 


evidence that it did troly represent the wishes of- 


a majority of the people of Michigan. It was a 
convention called, not by Congress, but in pursu- 
ance of the act of Congress, and the act required 
nocther authority, The President declares that 


*. 


dion.” the Senator says, Congress can. call no’ 


this. convention bas so assembled, in- pursuance of 
„the act of Congress, and that if Congress were 
not in session, he would have issued his proclama- 
“tion. for the admission of Michigan. Now, said: 
Mrs. W. the “act. of Congress authorized. the 

President. to form an opinion ‘as to the validity 
lof the convention, and admit. Michigan. 
has formed, and. communicated to us, 


the effect even of prima. facie evidence to the Pre- 
‘sident’s opinion, as now officially communicated to 
. this body. If the President was satis$ed with the 
validity. of the .assenting convention, he might, 
under the Jaw, have proclaimed Michigan a mem- 
ber of the Union. He. tells us he is satistied; and 


er. Allihat Congress desired was the assent of a 
- convention of the people, not of the Legislature of 
Michigan; and ‘if the convention be revolutionary, 
the act of Congress is revolutionary; for it requires 
no assent or sanction of the Legislature of Michi- 
gan. But ifthe second convention be revolution- 
ary, because not called in pursuance of any law of 
Michigan, why is not tbe first convention still 
„more clearly revolutionary, because called in ce- 
fiance of the provisions of the constitution of Mi- 
chigan. But, said Mr. W. if Michigan became 
a State by the.adoption by her people of their State 
constitution before the last session of Cougress, 
why when the Senator from Ohio, (Mr, Ewing,) at 
the last session introduced his bill to annul all that 
had passed, and calling, by the mere act of Con- 
gress, a new convention in Michigan, did not the 


fy 


Senator from South Carolina (Mr. Calhoun) then 
oppose that act of Congress for calling that con- 
vention-in whet, it appears, the `S. nator considers 
the State of Michigan. Yet all the Senator's 
friends who voted on that bill, voted for it; and, of 
course, if tie Senator’s present position be correct, 
violated the constitution of the Union. Itis some- 
what remarkable that Michigan is regarded by 
many as a ‘Territory when that view of the 
question will exclude her from the Union, and 
that again she is heid up as a State when that 
‘position, it is supposed, will delay her admission, 
Mr. W. concluded by observing that, in kis 
opinion, to delay longer the admission of Michi- 
gan, would be an act of the clearest injustice, and 
a violation f the spirit cf the constitution, and cf 
the ordinance of 1785. 
My. TIPTON addressed the Senate in favor of the bill. 
Again, said he, we have before us the question of admit 


Michigan inta the Union as a member of this coulede š 
This subject is an old acquaintance. Four years ago it cane 


before us in the. form of a memoriat from her Territoriaj Le- 
gislature, praying Congress to authorize the election of deie- 
gates to a convention, forthe purpose of framing a constitution, 
and to provide for her admission inte the U 
footing with the existing Stat Toe subj 
select committer, and a bill was reported a 
however, did nai find favor witha m 


that day. Every effort made by its friends was met by motions 
to postpone, fay on the table, or adjourn: lhe opposition having 
the power ja the te to give the bill the go-by, che session 
closeé without passing the bil}, and as he thought at the ume, in 
denial of justice te the people of Michigan. 

‘Khe people of the Terri thus left to seek justice, under 
the ordinance of Congres: uly, 1757, in tb own way, 
appointed delegates to a convention, te form a constioution and 
Siate Government for themsel But, unfortunately, by their 
titution, they imed jarisdiction over a partion of the 
territory of the neighboring States. They ciaimed to include 
within the jurisdictionat limils of Michigan, more than a thou- 
sand square miles of the State of Indiana. This terriy 
2 Indiana by an avi of Cougress of the 10k of A 
ing the neople of Indiana to form a cousthutio 


on 


rmment. The territory was aceepted by fadiana, 


act of Congress of ihe 1of June, 1636, Michigan 
nitted into the Union on cert tions, one of whi 
prescribed the linita within which she was io exe e juris- 
diction; confining her southern boundary to a Jine drawn 
through a point ter miles north of the southern extreme of 
Take Michigan, which line is the northern boundary of the 
State of Indiana. To the bonndaries thus prescribed, Michigan 
was required to give her assent by a convention of delegates 
elected by the people for that sole purpose. The President of 
the United States, an being notified that the assent of Mic 
Was given to the terms prescribed by Congress, was authorized 
and required to issue his proclamation announcing the fact; 
npon which she was to be admitted into the Union without 
further legislation on the part of Congress. 

It appsars by the documents communicated to the Senate by 
the President, that there have beet two conventions heid in 
Michigan since the adjournment of Congress in July last, The 
| delegates composing the first were elected-in parsnance ofa law 

ef her Legislature. The convention consisted of forty-rine 

memhars, met at Ann Arbor in the month of September, and by 


He: 
- CO that.” 
opinion; and now- gentlemen would not give.’ 


yet now that opinion. is.to have no effect whatev- ` 


‘errata neamen em masini eeen Sinatra winter ni ete ee nt e e a = a: 


j ganto a portion of the State from wt 


‘been set at rest by the act of Congress of the | 
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a vote of 28 to 21, refused to accept the 
posed by Congress., Various causes operated, we are told, to 
produce tis result. The people of Michigan, finding the very 
unpleasant position in which they were placed by the non-de- 
ceptance of the terms of adinissien proposed to them, met in“ 
primary assemblies, and resolved to hold elections in the diffe- 
rent counties for delegates to a ‘convention, tO accept the terms 
of admission proposed. : ` 
Elections were holden in an orderly and proper mannerin 
every County but two. Near three thousand mure votes were 
polied at this, than at the former -election.. About 70 delegatés 
were chosen, who met in convention on the 14th ult. and by 
their resolution, now. on eur tables, unapimously acceded to the 
terms upon- which their admission was provided for. 0.0 r 
Hfonorabie Senators on the opposite side of this quéstion; de- 
ny the legality of thislatter convention, They tell us: it savers 
of revolution or misrule, is subversive of the constitution 
and principles of the Government under which we live, lacks 
the sanction of law, and doesnot by any means express the sen- 
timents of ihe people of Michigen. What would the honorable 
Senaiers have had the people of Michigan to do? Congress had 
prescribed no method to be puisued by them in electing dele- 
gates to the convention. It said nothing about a Jaw of the Le- 
gislaiure of Michigan being necessary to legalize the election. 
But, on the othor hand, the delegates who composed the first con: 
vention, declared in the preamble to their resolutions, that the 
Legislature of Michigan derived no power from their constitu- 
tion to authorize or direct the election of delegates to a cona 
vention. i 
Afacompetent authority had Jaid down rules by which these 
elections were 10 be condu the qualification of voters, d&c. 
they would have been impticitty obeyed; but as nothing is said 
in the constitution or law upon the subjeci, the people were 
left to pursue such a mode of arriving at their object as they 
thought proper; avid we learn that the elecitons were conducted 
in the manner heretofore usual in the ‘Ferritory. With this I 
am satisfied. I consider it a convention of delcgatés elected by 
the peopie, for the sole purpose of giving the assent required; 
that thcy have given their assent will not, I presume, be denied. 
Aud such being the case, T feel bound, from a sense of justice, 
to fulfil the agreement made with them on our part, ` 
Me. T. said he was soniewhat surprised by the course pursued 
by the honorable Senator fron Ohio (Mr. Morris.) That Sona- 
tor wasta member of the Judiciary Committee, who reported 
the bill under consideration, knew the “views entertaitir 
ed by the majority of that committee, and now he moved 
to recommit the bi, with instructions to strike ont the 
preamble, because, as he tells us, it recognises the action 


terms ot admission pro- 


of the last convention of delegates. ‘Phe omode pur- 
sued in electing delegates to that convention he is pleased 
to characterize as reveludionary; and he tells us, all that. is 


neges 


to strike out the preamble, wid repeal the third sec- 
tion of Une i 


vof the luiof Jane requirmg ihe assentof the 
an te the terms of admission, aud. all will be 
tT supp he thinks alt is regards his own 
„and that others must take € meselyes. Bir, I 
hat the members of this Senate will beur in mind, that 
aming the constitution of Okio, doubts existed whether a 
line drawn ene cast from the southern extreme «f Lake Michi- 
would terminate upon Lake Brie ur the Detroitriver; and 
onvertion incorporated, in the fih section of the seventh 
te of the constitution of that Slate, a provision that if the 
referred to should not include the inmost nor:herly cape of 
the Mat:mee bay, then, snd in that cage, the northern boundary 
was to be extended so far north as to include it, with the assent 
of Congress. And, sir, the honorable members, from Ohio, in 
this and the otlier branch of Congress, have labored incessantly 
for thirty years to obtain the assent of Congress to that pro ` 
ision. aud it was not until the last session that a law could be 
passed fixing that boundary as he wished it, and now thé 
lionorable member telis us all is well, die is willing to 
strike the preamble irorn this bill, and repeal! the third section 
of the law of last session, both of which require the agree 
mest of Michigan togake the northern boundary of Indiana, as 
now established, as her couthern limit. Sir; Tehall vute against 
the recommitment, and iking out the preamble ofthe 
preset t view the 3 fact the key tothe true 
intent and fhe bil, and as important as any part of 
ic, Tithe stmcken out, i must vote ag: he bil. © To pass 
the bill without the preamble, would, In my judgment, endan- 
ger the peace of more than one State, . Yo retain it canbe pro- 
ductive of no evil, whilst striking it out might be followed by 
ous consequences. It might give Michigan grounds to Pe- 
lieve that she would be supported here in the extraordinary 
claim she has set up to more than & thousand square miles.6r 
the State of Tadiana, a terriory which indiana will never re- 
sige. À 
‘Tanvin favor af the bill as it came from the Jndiciary Com. 
mittee, It will quiet for ever the unjusiitiable claim of Michi- 
uich I come, Tam anxious 
she should be adinitied into the Union, when this can be dene 
with. a dus regard to the laterests of the neighbo Siates, and 
J think this can be best effected by passing the bil as it came 
from the committee. pegs 
n EWING, in the outset of his 


people of Mic 
riei 


romarks, adverted te his 


course at the la to the Lill then before ihe Se. 
na the ad | aud declared that he had vot- 


e rery resp 
Ohio hal been 590 ai 
to him, did net sufficiently unde 
then than atthe present moment. 

j himself e 


terested manner, and asif 
igan. Gentlemen, It seenred 
tand how Ohio was situated 
His coleague (Mr. Morris, 
oncurred, not eniy then but new, almost entire] 
om On some questions of minor importance, how- 
tdifference of opinion. 


Te fuliy agreed < 
ews he had expressed in regard to the pream- 
ble. He (Mr. E.) thought thas the State of Olle did not want it, 
and that it wes not to her interest; and, if so, she had no desir 
to ses the assertion ofa fact in-that instrument which had no. ex: 
istence. For his own part, he would say roost unqualifiedly 
that he should vote against tt. There Was now no contest ‘nor 
enmity existing between Ohio and Michigan, and there certainly 
wasno unkind feeling cherished or felt by tke representatives 
of Ohio in Congress towards Michigan. a y Goby 
The controversy Which had so long existed; hadat lengik 
: i ! session; fixing 
the boundary of the State of Ohio, as designated in ber conski: 
tution:. That boundary was assented to so long ago as 1€08, by 
Congress: . Well, if the act in question be irrevocablé, no con: 
troversy could arise between Ohio and Michigan; and it was 
hot in the power of Congress, nor. ofthe Presidetit, to Shange or. 
to modify itin any manuer whatsoaver, : pare > 


Jan. 1837. 
24th Cone... 


Ad 


ad Sess. 


_ Mr. E, hove read the greamble for the purpose of showing 
that 1 did wot contain the truth, and then added, that he tot 


ii for granted that the convention of d¢legates met for the pùt- ` 


ose. of drawing it up, ab 
Senate meant it to be un 
it was the work of ai 


that the Judiciary Commiliee of the 
rstood by the word “preamble,” that 
: convention—ot a ention contem- 
‘plated by the act of Congress; and not an illegal -convention 
or assemblage. The Scvaior trom Pennsylvania, (Mri Bu 
chaaan,) among others. had siated, that not the frst but the 
last. convention was held in conformity with the act of Con- 
gress; that Cungress wished the people of Michigan to meet, 
and. that. they did meet, as they -couid do, without the im 
tervention ot the Legisl Now, if the first was legal, 
the second was not, and iv the second was legal ihe 

- first was not. Supposing then, under these circumstances, the 
first convention had happened to have given their assent.to the 
condiions of the act ol Congress, would geniiemen here say 
that that was an illegal and improper vall—\when it was made 
in.conformity with the will of the Legislature? Tet gentenien 
“point oùt in what respect the first convention was not the pro- 
per one. Gouid any one contend thatthe last convention wasa 
“spontaneous act on the part of the people? Was there any 
proof of i@ The meeting originated in county e ls, and aul 
but two joined init, Now, what evidence had the Senaie of 

A J a ¥ a i 

any simullaneous. or voluntary got the people to calla 
convention? Le he paper sent us from Micii- 
an, for that was all the e ie possession of Cong 

Here, then, was tho . Wiliams, who acted as 

president of the convention. Well, that was the whole proof 
ef the authority of the delegates to meet in conventic:? 
Thero was nol a single oficial signature—na a shigle o 
ficial act upon earth, designating, or reportieg, that 
were the representatives of the people who dul act 
paper, therefore, he contended, did net carry upon is face 
authenticity or proof upon which to rely. Hei q haton- 
ress could not recosnise the proceec avention. 
t coukl not be dune without do gement of 
every im. He argued that ther 
tion was organized and conducted 
parneniarly made know: 
from the very exceptio 
‘The Senator from Tonnes 
preamble | 
Michiganin re: 
Ewing) woul 
woukhbbinid a ign Stete pow aug hore 
the honorable Senator would not allow hi 
bound by an act of that 
evidence. tt had beer yin 
the law passed by the Senate, at Hs session, d 
out the mauier ia whieh the people of Michigan wid meet 
and procecd to choose their delegates to the convention. He 
agreudperfectly with wha: had fait 2 iome mon or th 
pc. He atthe time saw the defect in tne biti, and almos 
Senator knew st, “Phat vil was passed 
cumstances: it passed by a m 
late hour of tue evening. Hes 
time, thatthe third section was entt 
tive, Gendemen said at the time that the ass 
would not hold oy bind Aer to the conditions. He lud remarked, 
therefore, that the section aid be struck out. He did not 
agree that Michigan was a Sinte, although many gentemen did, 
aud they must be bound by t assuunpiion. teli, passing 
vy the legisiative authoriry of the State, they called upon. the 
people there io cail a convention. New, I Michigan was a 
State, whatright had € es3 to say to them: “io and call a 
convention.” “Well? önt say ihe people, “it is uot according 
to the terms of our constitution.” SNo matter? say gentle- 
men, “pass by the constitution, and hold a convention.” 
-could Congress recognise the pier aad Senaters sent k 
from Michigan, be e becomes a Stare? He ente 
the opinion that they could net. He conetaded by saying, that 
he should vote for striking out the preamble. 

Me, BUCHANAN rose and said— 

Me. President: Judging from the remarks of the 
Senator from South Carolina, (e. Culhoun,) this 
would seem to be a question big with the fate of 
the constitution and the country. According to 
him, the aloption of the preamble to the bill ad- 
mitting Michigan into the Union, as it was report- 
el by the Committee on the dudiciary, would en- 
tail upon us evils as numerous and as deadly as 
those contained in Pandora’s box, whilst hope 
would not even remain, After depicting iu me- 
lancholy colors the cruel destiny of our county, 
should this precedent be establishe}, he concludes 
by saying that in such an event, this Government 
would become ‘ore of the most odious and despo- 
tic Governments that ever existed on the face of 
the earth.” 

Į presume it is attributable to my colder tempe- 
pament that L feel none of these terrors. In my 
opinio they spring altogether from the Scuator’s 
ardent imagination and creative genius, Since I 
came into public lfs, Ihave known the country to 
be ruined at least Wrenty times, in the opinion of 
pentlemin; yet it would seem that the more we 
are thus ruined, the more we flourish. Experi- 
ence has taught me to pay litle attention to these 
doleful predictions. 

The best answer which can be given to the Se- 
nator is to come at once to the question. To 
state it, in its plain and simple character, will at 
once dissipate every fear, fis decision will be at- 
tended with but little difficulty, because it in- 
volves no new principles; and as to its importance 
asa precedent, we shall probably never hear of it 
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Union. 
What then is the question? On this subject our 


memories would seem to be strangely in fault. 


We cannot recollect from ones¢ssion to the other. 


i I wish to recall the attention of Senators to the 
: fact. 
| Jast session to-obtain the consent of Michigan to 

| the settlement of the boundary between her. and | 


It was deemed of great importance at the 


Ohio. ‘To accomplish this purpose was then-of so 
much consequence, in our opinion, that we offered 
to Michigan a‘large territory on her northern 
boundary, a3 a compensation for what she should 


| yield to Ohio on the south ; and we made her ac- 


ceptance of this offer a condition precedent of her 
admission into the Union. We then believed, and 
F still believe, that this was the only mode of sct- 
tling for ever the disputed boundary between Ohio 


| and Michigan, which has already involved us in 


so many difficulties, threatening bloodshed and 
civil war on that frontier. This was then deemed 
the erly mode of obtaining an absolute relinqu’sh- 
ment of ail claim, on the part of the people of 
Michigan, to the territory in dispute wiih Ohio. 
It became my duty at the last session to investigate 
this subject thoroughly; anc I had many confe- 
rences upon it with the then chairman of the Judi- 


-ciary Committee, (Mr. Clayton)—a man ofascleara 


head, and as honest a heart, as ever adorned this 
chamber. Tam happy tostate, that, although we 
concurred in opinion that Michigan had no right to 
this territory, under the compsct of 1787, yet we 
aiso believed that the only mode of putting the 
question at rest for ever, was to obfain her own 
solemn recogniion of the right of Ohio. For 
this very purpose, the third section was inserted 
in the act of the last session, declaring, “ That as 
a compliance with the fundamental condition of 
admission” into the Union, the boundaries of the 
State of Michigan, as we then established them, 
“shall receive the assent of a convention of dele- 
gates clected by the people of said State, for the 
sole purpose of giving the assent herein required. ” 

Shall we naw, sfter Michigan has given this 
assent, in the terms prescribed, release her from 
this obligation? Shall we now strike out the 
preamble, by which we recognise the validity and 


binding effect of the assent given by the last con- ‘i 


vention of delegates; and thus throw the boundary 
question again open? Shall we undo all we have 
done with so much care at the last session, and 
admit Michigan into the Union, as though we 
had never required from her any assent to this 
condition? I trust not. And here permit me 
to express my astonishment that the Senators 
from Obio should both advocate this course. I 
have no right to judge for them; but it docs seem 
to me they are willing to abandon the only security 
which we bave against a repetition of the scenes 


which we have already witnessed on the frontiers’. 


of Ohio aud Michigan. 
To show that my fears are not vain, let me pre- 
sent the state in which this question will be 


“placed, in case we do not adopt the preamble. 
p i p 


I think I may assert, with perfect safety, that there 
are ninety-nine citizens of Michigan out of every 
handred, who firmly believe tuat the ordinance 
of 1787, fixes irrevocably the southern boundary 
of that State. if this were its correct construc- 
tion, it will not be denied by any, that no human 
power can change it, without the consent of the 
people of Michigan. This ordinance, which is 
confirmed by the constitution of the United States, 
to use its own language, isa compact between the 
original States and the people and States in the 
said territory, and must forever remain unalterable, 
unless by common consent. Hence the vast im. 
portance of obtaining the consent of Michigan to 
the proposed change in her boundary. The lan- 
guage of the ordinance under which she claims the 
disputed territory is as follows: “provided, how- 
ever, and it is further understood and declared, 
that the boundaries of these three States (Ohio, 
Indiana, and Ilinois) shall be subject so far to be 


| altered, that, if Congress shall hereafter find it. 


expedient, they shall have authority to form. one or 
two Statcs in that part of the said territory which 


Kies north of an east and west line drawn through 


the southerly bend or extreme of Lake Michigan.” 


ission, of Michigan- into the 


Michigan-.contends that Congress, t 
mined to form two. States north of this line, 
ordinance: makes. it- irrevocably ` her: -southern 
boundary. Some of the thost distinguished 
in the country, we know,.sre of this opinio 
any Senator, therefore, bt lievé fora, momen’ 
if we now. leave this question unsettled, tha 
will never be tried by Michigan? Can we beli 
that she will acquiesce ig a decision of Congress, 
which a vast majority of her people believe: to 
have been unjust? Release her from the assent 
which she has given tothe settlement of this ques- 
tion, and-then it remains as open as. it-ever was.” 
The point, then, to be decided, -is,, whether the’ 
ordinance does fix her southern boundary or not: 
Admitting it did, it is manifest that the act of Gon- 
gress repeating it, and giving the territory-in dis- 
pute to Ohio, would be a violation of its provi- 
sions, and tbus become a dead letter.: Xes, sit, 
the consent of Michigan. is all-important to. the 
peace and quiet of the Union; and now when we 
have obtained it, shall we cast it away by rejecting’ 
this preamble? That is the question which I shall 
now proceed to discuss, <- X 
Why, then, should we reject this preamble, 
which will for ever terminate the dispute between 


‘these two States? Because, says the Senator. froni 


Sonth Carolina, (Mr. Calioan,) this convention of — 
delegutes elected by the people. of Michigan, was 
not authorized by a previous act of their Stato Le- 
pisluture; and, therefore, their proceedings are'a 
nullity. It is revolutionary—it is dangerous ‘in 
itself to our rights and liberties; and still more 
dangerous as a precedent for future cases. If this 
be true, the people of Michigan are in a most un« 
fortunate position. At the last session of Con- 
gress, if we had attempted to insert in the bill a 
provision to make a previous act ofthe Legisla- 
ture necessary, it would then have been «pposéed 
as arevolutionary measure, It would have been 
demonstrated by Senators that the Legislature of 
Michigan was an unauthorised assembly, possessing 
no legitimate powers; that it. was a body which we 
had never recognised; and therefore, we: could res 
fer nothing to its decision. In making these asser 
tions, I speak from the record. It appears from 
the journals, that on the 26th January last, the - 
Vice President communicated to the Senate “the 
memorial of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the State of Michigan,” on the subject, of 
their right to be admitted into the Union. ` On the 
motion of Mx, Hendricks, this memorial was refers 
red, aecompanied by a declaration “that the Senate 
regard the same in no other Light than as the volun- 
tary act of private individuals”? Mr. Ruggles 
moved to strike out this declaration; and -oa-the 
ayes and noes, his motion was rejected by avot ` 
of 30 to 12. Thus the Senate then solemnly -des 
ermined that the Legislature of Michigan was.a 
mere assembly of private individuals, and yet now 
we are told by the Senator from South Carolina 
(Mr. Calhoun) that because this very Legis: 
lature did not psss an act to authorize the 
holding of the Convention, all its. proceed- 
ings are void and revolutionary. How will he re- 
concile this inconsistency. Truly- the peop's 
of Michigan are ia a deplorable condition: 
They cannot avoid the whirlpool of Scylla without 
being engulfed in Charybdis. At the last ses- 
sion their Legislature was a mere lawless assembly, 
but now they are so omnipotent that the sovereign 
people of the State cannot elect delegates to'a 
convention without their previous authority... Let 
us proceed one step further with our evidence 
frora the record. The bill for the admission of 
Michigan into the Union, when first reported by 
the committee, provided that the assent to‘the 
boundaries of the State, required by the third sée- 
Son, shoull be given by their Senators and Repre- 
sentatives in Congress, and by the Legislature of 
the State. Lspeak from memory, but I feel cone 
fident Iam correct. It would -havé been a vain 
tusk toattempt to support this provision in the face 
of the vote ofthe Senate to which [ have referred. 
what, sir, refer toa bedy whom we had solemnly 
declared was composed merely of private individu. 
als, the question of assent toa condition for. the 
purpose of binding the soveccign people of Michi- 
gan! ‘This weuld have been as absurd as jt was 


: We should then. have been told that 
was no mode of escaping this difficulty but. 
once dispensing with. every intermediate | 
acy, and. referring the question directly to the 
‘iginal source of power, the people o£ Michigan, 
-their -primary capacity. This was done; and. 
hat too by an unanimous vote of the Senate. On 
the tst April last, Mr. Wright moved to strike out 
he provision:to which I have reférred, and toinsert 


in “its: stead, that the assent required should be 


ven by. “a-Convention of Delegates elected by 


2: 
the people of the said State, for the sole purpose 


y 


- ple. iñ their primary capacity. It was thus unani- 


“Of giving ‘the assent herein required.” 


sitions to any foreign Power, 


Every 
Senator then in his place voted for this amendment; 
and by his yote decided that it was proper to sub- 
mit the question to delegates elected by the peo- 


mously incorporated into the law. 
< How does the Senator from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Calhoun) now attempt to evade the force of this ar- 
gument? He cannot contend that the act of Con. 
‘gress refers to any action of the State Legislature 
‘as being necessary to the call of this Convention, 
If he did, the act itself wauld stare him full in the 
flce y 
‘[Me.“GALUOUN here explained. Ie said he 
wonld not here argue the question whether Con- 
Kress meant to makea previous act of the State 
‘Legislature necessary: but, if it did not, the act 
of Congress would itself be unconstitutional; be- 
cause we had recognised Michigan as a State, and 
‘Congress have no right to calla convention in a 
State.] 

Mr. BUCHANAN resumed. I did not misun- 
‘derstand the Senator. ‘He contended that the act 
‘of Congress calling such a convention was un- 
constitutional; and to establish his proposition, he 
said that Congress, under the federal constitution, 
could only call a convention, upon the application 
of the Legislituces of two-thirds of the several 
States. 

Does the Senator mean seriously to contend that 
the mere proposition made by Congress to the 
people of Michigan, for the purpose of obtaining 
their consent to a change of boundary, is 2 con- 
vention called under the authority of Congress 
within a State? Such an argument would be 
a perversion of terms. If you make propo- 
and suggest that 
‘their willingness to accept them may be as- 
certained by, a convention of delegates elect- 
ed by the people; how can this be construed 
into a convention called by your own sovereign 
authority? No, sir: this was a mere offer on the 
partof the Government of the United states to 
make a bargain with the people of Michigan, It 
presupposes a perfect equality, in this respect, 
between the parties. They had the same right 
to refuse that we had to offer. They may volan- 
tarily consent to your terms, «s they have done in 
this case, and thn it becomes a contract which 
cannot afterwards be violated: but if they had 
disscnted, the negotiation would have been at an 
end. This is what the Senator denominates a 
convention called by Congress within the limits 
of the State of Michigan. Surely no further ar- 
gament, on this point of the case, can be nices. 
Bary. 

Congress might have proposed to Michigan that 
the question should be decided at the polh, by a 
vote of the people. It was better, however, to 
submit it to a convention of delegates, because 
they could. deliberate. This was, emphaticaily, 
to be the act of the people in their sovereign capa- 
city. It was a question whether they should be 
received asa member into our great family of na- 
tions, upon the terms which we had proposel. It 
was to be tse establishment of new political rela. 
tions of the most important character, affecting 
them and their children for many generations, M | 
wasa question over which, under their owa con. 
stitution, their servants, the members of the Le 
gislature, had no control, ‘Fo what other iribu- 
nal could we so properly have referred this ques- 
tion, as to that of a convention of delegates elected 
by the people? t p : 

There can, then, be no öbjection to the act of 


$ 


Congress, unless it be that’ the people are not 
competent, in the very nature of things, to give | 


the assent required, without: the -intervention of - 


the’ Legislature. But this would be to condemn 
the conduct of our ancestors: It would be at war 


with the most glorious events of: our own history. -| 


Besides, the very condact of the people of Michi 
gan, upon this occasion, disproves ‘the position. 
There was.no tumultuous and lawless rising up.of 


Ahe -people against a settled form of Government, ` 


as one might suppose, judging from’ the. argu- 
‘menjs upon this floor. ‘They conducted the elec- 
tions with ‘regularity and order, according: to 
the established laws and usages of the State. Hear 
what General Williams, the President of the Con- 
vention, says upon. this subject, in his ‘official 
communication to the President of the U. States. 
“The Convention, says he, originated through 
primary meetings of the citizens of the seve. 
ral counties, in ample time to afford notice to the 
whole State.. Pursuant thereto, elections kept 
open for two days, on the Sth and 6th instant 
(December) have been -held in all the counties 
except Monroe and Macomb. These elections 
were fair, open, and conducted in all respects as 
our other elections ; and the returns made to the 
county boards, and canvassed as prescribed by 
the laws of the late Territory of Michigan in simi- 
lar cases. The result has been, a decided expres- 
sion of the voice of a majority. of the people ap- 
probatory of the resolution enclosed,” 

Is there any doubt of this “ decided expression 
of the voice of the majority of the people”? Can 
any Senator upon this floor question it? Has there 
been a singile memorial, or even a single private 
letter produced calling it in question. Nay more, 
has a single voice been raised in Michigan against 
entering the Union on the terms proposed ? Not 
one to our knowledge, 

If it were necessary to place the claims of Mi- 
chigan upon other grounds, it might be done with 
great force. Suppose we were to admit that their 
proceedings had been irregular, ought that to ex. 


clude her from the Union? On this subject, we: 


ought toact like statesmen acquainted with the 
history of cur own country. We ought not to ap- 
ply the rigid rules of abstract political science 
too rigorously to such cases. It has been our prac- 
tice heretofore to treat our infant Territories with 
parental care, to nurse them with kindness, and 
when they had attained the age of manhood to 
admit them into the family without requiring from 
them a rigid adherence to forms. The gréat 
questions to be decided are, do they contain a suf- 
ficient population? have they adopted a Re- 
publican Constitution? and are they willing to 
enter the Union upon the terms which we 
propose? If so, all the preliminary proceed- 
ings have been considered but mere forms 
which we have waived ia repeated instances. They 
ave but the scaffolding of the building, which is of 
no further use after the edifice is complete. We 
have pursued this course in regard to Tennessee, 
to Arkansas, and even to Michigan. No Senator 


will pretend that their Territorial Legislatures had- 


any right whatever to pass laws enabling the peo- 
ple to elect delegates to a convention for the pur- 
pose of forming a State constitution. It was an 
act of usurpation on their part. And yet we have 
in all these instances waived this objection, and ap- 
proved the constitutions thus formed. We have 
admitted Tennessee and Arkansas into the Union 
notwithstanding this objection; and I trust we shall 
pursue a similar course towards Michigan espe- 
cially as there can be no doubt but what her peo- 
ple have assented to our terms of admission. 


The case of Missouri was a very strong one, 
Congress sgreed to admit her into the Union upon 
the condition that her Legislature should substan- 
tially change a provisionin her constitution touching 
avery delicate subject. Under her constitution the 
Legislature had no power to make this change; 
nor could it have been effected without a long and 
troublesome process, But Congress cut the gor- 
dian knot at once, and agreed to accept the en- 
gagement. of the Legislature as the voice of the 
people.. We have never had any occasion to re- 
gret this disregard of forms. 

The Senator from Ohio (Mr. Ewing) has’ con- 
tended that the-second Michigan convention had 
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no power to assent, because the first 
which was held had refused. 
[Here Mr. Ewrre dissented. } : 
Mr. B. T understood. the Senator to state that 
as the first convention had dissented, the power 
was spent and a second could not be held. 
{Mr.. EWING. said-he-had not touched this 
point.] : ; Siig, Ait ON 
P Mr. B said, I should be glad the Senator would 


convention 


-Testate his position, 


[Mr. EWING said, he had asked whether if the 
first convention had assented to the condition pro. 
posed by the act of Congress, there. would have 
been any objection to this assent, because it had 
been called by virtue of an act of ihe Legislature?] 

Mr. BUCHANAN said certainly not. lt never 
could have been contended that this act of the Le- 
gislature had vitiated the subs: quent proceedings 
of the convention. Although it was not necessary 
to give them validity, yet it would not destroy 
them, It could neither make the case better nor 
worse. Tam confident it might be demonstrated 
that the people of Michigan, under the act of 
Congress, had the power to make a second ‘trial, 
upon a failure of the first; but as this point. has 
not been contested by the Senator, I shall not now 
enter uponits discussion. 

I now come, Mr, President, to speak upon sub- 
jects concerning which I should gladly be silent, ` 
The internal concerns of the States should never 
be introduced upon this. floor when it can be 
avoided; but the Senators from South Carolina 
(Mr. Calhoun) and Ohio (Mr. Morris) have thought 
differently, and have rendered it necessary for me 
to make some observations in reply. ; 

First, then, J would ask what possible connec- 
tion can be imagined between the conduct of the 
Senatorial electors of Maryland, who' refused to 
execute a trust for which they were elected, and 
that of the people of Michigan, who chose dele- 
gates to a convention upon the express invitation 
of an act of Congress? The Maryland electors 
refused to perform their duty under the State con- - 
stitution; but the people of Michigan did give 
their assent to the condition which we had pre- 
scribed to them, and upon which. alone. they could 
enter the Union. There is as great a difference 
between the two cases, as “between a hawk and 
a handsaw.” Standing here as a Senator, I have 
no right to pronounce judgment upon the con- 
duct of these electors. They are responsible to 


‘the people of the State of Maryland, not to me, - 


The other Maryland question to which the Se- 
nator adverted is one of avery different charac- 
ter. It involves the decision of the important 
principle, whether, under a settled form of. ccasti- 
tutional Government, the people have a right to 
change that form in any other manner than the 
mode prescribed by the constitution. If I were 
to admit that they did not possess this power, still 
the Senator is as much of a revolutionist ag myself. 


` He admits thatif the Legislature of Michigan had 


passed a law authorizing this convention, and fix- 
ing the time and place of its meeting, thea its pro-, 
ceedings would have been regular and valid. But 
who gave ihe Legislature of Michigan this authori- 
ty? Is it contained in the constitution of the 
State? That is not pretended. Whence, then, 
shall we derive it? How does the Senator escape 
from this difficulty? Upon his own principles it 
would have been a legislative usurpation; and yet 
he says, if the Legislature had acted first, the con- 
vertion would have been held under competent 
authority. ‘ 

Now, for my own part, I should not have ob- 
jected to their action, It might have been conve- 
nient, it might have been proper, for them to have 
recommenced a particular day for. holding the 
election of delegates and for the meeting of the 
convention, But it is manifest that as a source of 
power to the convention, legislative action would 
have been absurd, The constitution of Michigan. 
fixes the boundaries of the State, For this pur. 
pose it refers to the act of. Congress of the 11th 
of January, 1805,establishing the Territory. How 
could these boundaries be changed? If jù. no 
other manner than ‘that prescribed by the consti- 
tution of Michigan, it would have been.a tedious 


and. # troublesome ‘process, and. would. have. de- 


layed, for at least two years, the admission of: the 
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of two thirds of both houses of a Legislature sub- 
sequently clecied. And, after all these prerequi- 
sites, it must have mitted toa vote of the 
people for their rati feat ion. it was to svoid 
th very difficulties that the Senate, at their fas 
session, adopted, by an unanimous vote, the mes- 
sure which the $ we now calls revolut tio 

and referred the decision of the x 
to the sovereign people of Michis 
mary capa Then was the 
ment for ¢ to have 


course. on: “We hich to con- 
Te us wiiiutional and 
the precious 

how too late to 

teil the sth iat mey ee 
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suppose the cr 
originally 3 oud, had, from the 
frorn chan es in the population o 
tions of its erritory, become ureque 
Suppose this inequality end 
gone to such an extent that ibe f 
representative republics was destroyed, end that 
the vote of a citizen in one county of the State 
was equivalent to that of six citizens in another 
ceuniy. Suppose th- an equal disproportion ex- 
isted between taxation and representation, and 
that, under the org-nic forms of the constitution, 
a minority could for ever controli the majority. 
Why, siz, even under such circumstanacs, | sould 
bear with patience whilst hope remained. 
would solicit, E woult urge the minori y, 
appeal to their sense of justice, to cal 
tion under the forms of the c 
purpose of redre these grievances; bat if, at 
last, I found they had determi i to turn a a deaf 
r to all my. entreaties, I should woke 
the peaceable aid “of the peopl sin thelr sove- 
reign capacity, to remedy i 3 
source of sil power; t 
of all constitutions. 
shackled by their own serra: its, am 
submit to evils suchas I have deg 
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j charter. I regret 
that this letter bas become the subject of debate 
here. Weare abundantly able to settle ali our 
loc a differences i in Pennsylvania; and we arejustly 
j This is not the 
proper forum in ere ch either to argue or decide 
the Pennsylv vania bank question; and f call upon 
the whole Senate to bear me witness, that nothi ing 
but necessity compels me to spexk here of the 
subject. The letter of Mr, Dallas has been de- 
nounced by the Senator from Ohio as incendiary, 
ss revolutionary, and as calculated to excite the 
people to rise up in rebellion against the laws. 
Would I not then be recreant to my own charac- 
ter if I should not raise my voice in defence of a 
distinguished cit zen of my own State against such 
an unfounded assault? 
The letter of Mr. Ballas has been much and 
reatly misrepresented. Garbled extracts from it 
ie re been published throughou t the whole coun- 
ry, without the context: and innumer: 
have attributed to -hin sentiments 
and opinions whony at war with its general tenor. 
In speaking upon this subject, am fally sensible 
how liable I am myseif to misrepresentation; but 
ĮI shall endruver so plainly and so clearly to pre- 
sent my views that at least they cannot be misan- 
ders stood by a eny person present. 
Inthe Rest pl ace, e, then, Mr. Dallas never did as- 
sert that tha convention about to be held in Penn- 
syivania will poss cr to violate the con- 


stitution of the United Staies. He never did main- 
tain the proposition that this convention would be 
the final judge, and contd decide, in the Inst re- 


iè 
sort, that its own decrecs Were no viclalion of that 
sacred instrument. Why, siz, such propositions 
Ste be rank nullification; aa E ithough i have 
ever had the pleasure of being on intimate terms 
with Mr. Dalas, can venture to assert that he, in 
common with the prople cf Pennsylvania, is op- 
posed to this political heresy. For my own part, I 
can say, that however much} may admire the 
apostles of this new faith, their doctrines have never 
found any favor in my eyes. No, sir; Mr. Dallas 
has expressly referred to the Supreme Court of 
the United. States as the tribunal which must 
finally decide whether the convention possesses the 
power to repeal the Bank charter. 

From what we have heard on this foor, it is 
manifest that public opinion is greatly in error as 
tothe principles of ihe anti bank party in Penn- 
sylvan I profess to be a member of that party; 
and f now pe iefly to state princi- 
ples. Ht Pshonid erein presenting theirs, U shall 
at least place my own beyond contradiction. 

The consti n of the United States declares 
that,“ no State shall: pass any law impairing the 
cbigation of contracts.” ‘This is a most wise and 
Sa! latary provi Ds may it be perpetual! Tt se- 
cures the me ights of every citizen, and ren- 
ders priva te contracts inviolable. Tt imparts a sa- 
ered c rae: to our titles to real estate, 
places the s iute security upon the rights 


tion remains, is a pri 
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jats & Contract, within the and in- 
oF the constitation of the United ee 


Here granted 


La other words, is the author! iy, which the Leg’ 
Jature of Pennsylvania has given to the Bank of 
to create and ciren “a paper 
5S pat donars, ir roga- 
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Hi then it can be made manifest, that the framers 


of the constitution, by the use of the word “con- 
tracts,” never cou Ad “have intended to embrace 


the creation of such a bank by a State Legisla-_ 


hle false | 


and it. 


| 


ture, thes the question is decided. 


It would be 
an easy task for me te prove, from the history of 


this provision, that its object was to secure rights 
arising from private contracts; and: that a State 
wank charter was not within the contemplation of. 
these by whom it was inserted. But I forbear. 
My sole purpose, at present, is to state peneral 
principles. 

It never can be imagined that the sovereign 
States, who are the parties te the federal constitu 
tion, intended, by this prohibition, to restrain 
themselves from the exercise of those great, and 
essential powers of Government which vitally af- 
fect the general interests of the people, and the 
laws regulating which must vary with the ever 
g changes in society. If they have been 
of this absurdity, they have acted the part 

es, andl have voluntarily deprived them- 
of the power of tendering the people 
under their charg s¢ prosperous and happy. 

I think, therefore, it may be stated, as a general 
proposition, that the constitution of the United 
States, in prohibiting the Le -gistatures of the res- 
pective States from passing laws to impair the ob- 
ligation of contracts, never intended to prevent 
the States trom regulating, according to their so- 
vereign will and pleasure, the administration ‘of 
tice; their own internal commerce and trade; 
mes t ani collection of taxes, the regu- 
lation of the paper currency, and other general 
jects of ies tion. If this be true, it-follows, 
a necessary consexiuence, that if one Legislature 
grant away any cf these general ] powers, 
1o corporations or to individuals, such a 
ay be resumed by their successors. Upon 
gislative power might 
self, and transfer its most important func- 
tio: 3 for ever ta corporations. In these general 
I feel happy that I am sustained by the 
wity of the Tate Chief Justice Marshall, 
celebrated Partmouth college case——4 
es sar 025, 629, and 630. 

e the time of the Senate in 


sel 


i> i 
m 
Wheaton, 
I sbail not conse 
reading the who's passage; but shall confins iny- 


the 


self to the conclusion at which he arrives, He 
says “if the act of incorporation [of Dartmouth 
college] be a grant of politics al power; if it create 
a civil nian tution to be employed in the administra- 
tion of the Government; or if the funds of the 
college eke public property; or if the State of New- 
i ampshire, as a Government, be alone interested 
in its iraeac on the subject is one in which the 
re of the State may act according to its 
rained by any limitation of 
it: V y the censtitution of the 
United States.” He then proceeds to decide the 
case of Bartmonth college, on the p'inciple that it 
is not a public, bat a priva ste eleemosynary corpo- 
ration, and therefore, within the prohibition. con- 
tained in the constitution. 

Here, then, the principle is distinctly recognised, 
that ifa corporation created by: a State Legislature 
“bea grant of political power; if it create a civil 
institu'ion to be eraploye ed in the administration of 
the Government,” then the charter may be altered 

repeal fed = pleasnre by the State Legislature, 


e dis principle, clearly deducible | from this 
opini A as wall as from the nature of our Govern- 
me , that contracts made by a State Legisla- 
ture, whei her with corporations or individuals, 

ba ! fer, political power, and dire any affect 


iniiai ion of Government, are not 
aa the constitution inte aded to ren- 
. Yn other words, although these 

be within its. general words, they 


ithir 
E a intentand meanire. To declare 
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that they were, would be to say that the people 

hed vrends PN their dearest rights. isto « the 

kett d Legislature, to be bar tered away 
pleas: of their own servants. 


tie utterly subversive of 
e sovercignty. 


The judg es of the Supreme Court of several of 


the States hold their offices under the State con- 
stitutions. They have abandoned the practice of 


a lucrative profession, and the State “has enter- 
edinto a-soleren contract with them, th.t they 
shall held their offices during geod behavior, and, 


ission of Michigan into 


Aa 


SIONAL GLOBE. 
e Un or—Mr. Benton. 


ee te 


Jans 1887. 


ONG.1.2d Bess: 


` receive fixed annual -comipensation, which shall 


tot: be. diminished: during théir term-of office. 


ʻe isa solemn contract, founded on a valuable 
tisiderations and yet in all the changes which 
avemade jin. the constitutions of the different 
tes, it has never, to- my- knowledge, been-seri- 
ly.contended, that judges; under such circum- 
‘stances, might not be removed, or have.the tenire 
‘or salary of their’ office. entirely changed. This 
“has been dona:.in repeated instances. And why? 
Because, although this be acontract, it is.one not 
es) 


y Be administration of justice, which. is one of 
the ‘most important concerns of Government; and 
the interest of the individual judge must yield to 
that of the. whole community. - It is therefore not 
a contract within the meaning of the constitution 
of the United. States. : 

"x Again, suppose the Legislature of a State should 
create a jointstock company, with a capital of thirty- 

. five millions of dollars, and grant them the exclusive 
privilege.of purchasing and vending all the cot- 
ton, the four, the iron, the coal, or any of the 
other great staples of the State which might ceek 
a market in their commercial metropolis. Will 
any Senator contend that such a charter would be 
irrevocable? Must the great agricultural and ma- 
nufacturing interests of the State, which may have 
thus been sacrificed by the Legislature, remain 
palsied by such an adious monopoly? Gertainly 

- not, The next Legislature might repeal the ob- 


noxious law; becuuse it concerned not private in- | 


terests and private property merely, but those 
great and leading interests which vitally aff:ct the 
whole people of the State. No one can suppose 
that the Constitution of the United States ever in- 
tended to consecrate such a charter, 
_ Again, if the Legislature of a State should trans. 
fer to a corporation, or to an individual, for a pe- 
riod of years, the power of collecting Sta'e taxes, 
and thus constitute farmers general of the reve- 
nue, ‘as has been done in other countries, would 
not this be a contract, in the language of Chief 
Justice Marshall, creating ‘a civil institution to 
be employed in the administration of the Govern- 
“ment,” and therefore a “subject in which the 
Legislature of the State may act according to its 
own judgment, unrestrained by any limitation cf 
its. power imposed by the Constitution of the 
United States?” 

Let us proceed a step further. One of the most 
essential powers and duties of any modern Govern. 
ment, is that of regulating the paper currency 
within. its jurisdiction. This is emphatically the 
exeicise of sovereignty, and is, in its nature, a 
high political power, It is scarcely second in im- 
portance to the power of coining money; because 
the paper circulation represenis the eurrent coin. 
This power is now exclusively pessessed ky the 
State Legislatures; whether rightfully, or not, it is 
too late to inquire. By means of its exercise, 
they can raise or they can sink the value of every 
man’s property in the community. They can 
make the man who was poor yesterday, rich to- 
day. They can elevate or depress the price of 
the necessaries of life and the wages of labor, ac- 
„cording to their pleasure. By creating a redun- 
dant currency, they may depreciate the value of 
money to such a degree as to ruin ovr manufac- 
tures, depress our agriculture, and involve our peo- 
ple in rash and demoralizing speculations. 

What use have these Legislatures made of this 
soyereign power? They have tranferred it to 
a.thousand State banks; they have yielded up 
all centrol over it; and if the doctrine now econ- 
tended for be correct, these banks cannot be dis- 
turbed in the excrcise of this attribute of sove- 
reign power by any buman authority. They holdit 
under the sacred shield of the constitution of the 
United States. Jt is now deemed a matter of 
immense importarce to restrain the issue.of small 
notes and substitute @ specie circulation in their 
stead. But the banks can laugh yeu to scorn, 
The whole power of Congress, and that of al! the 
Legislatures of all the twenty-six States of this vast 


Union, cannot prohibit the circulation of notes of 


aless denomination than five dollars 1fthis be the 
case, did ever sogreat an absurdity exist upon the 
face-of the earth under the Government of any 
people? Congress have, by some means or other, 


“mercy of these ‘institutions... 


Private, but of a public .nature.. Itrelates . 


. when it received its charter. 


‘fore, be. sorry if 


lost the control over the paper currency of the 


country... The States to whom it belongs have 
granted it toa thousand banking corporations.: 
‘and although the people of the States may. change 
and modify their fundamental institutions at plea- 
sure, yet this banking power remains unhurt 
amidst'the general‘wreck. If this. be true the peo- 
ple of the: United Statés are completely at the 
o e The ‘creature will 
give laws to the creator... But here: the great and 
wise judge and expounder of the -Constitution in- 
terposes.for our-relief. He declares that, “if the 
act of incorporation be a grant of political power, 
the subject is one in which the Legislature of the 
State may act according to its own judgment, un- 
‘restrained by any limitation of its power imposed 
by the Constitution of the United States.” Who 
doubts but what the power to regulate the paper 
currency of acountry Is in its very nature a political 


. power? 


From what I have said, the Senate will perceive, 
that there is no foundation whatever for the panic 
which has been excited lest the State might resume 
ils grants of land, might violate the. rights of pri- 
vate property, or take what belongs to one man 
and give it to another, The probibition contzined 
in the Constitution of the United States clearly 
embraces thse cases. ; 

Itis not my. intention here to discuss either the 
merits or demerits of the Bank of the United States 
asrechartered by Pennsylvania. In my opinion, a 
large majority of the people of that State, and my- 
self among the number, believe that the creation.of 
this vast moneyed monopoly, with the privilege of 
issuing bank paper to the amount of thirty-five 
miliions of dollars, is dangerous to our liberties, 
and to our deareat interests. We desire to try 
the question before the supreme judicial tribunal 
of the land, whether its charter is protected by the 
Constitution of the United States. 
mitted by all, that a more important question has 
never been presented for adjudication before any 
court. By what means, then, can we raise this 
question for decision? We must submit in silence, 
or the charter must be repealed either by the Le- 
gislature or the approaching convention. There 
is no other alternative. And because we are 
Anxious to have this question decided, by the only 
means in our power, a deafening clamor has been 
raised against us, that we are revolutionists, radi- 
cals, violators of vested rights, and every thing 
else which is calculated to alarm the people.. We 
wish to ascertain the truth of that which is taken 
for granted by our adversaries, whether the char- 
ter is a vested right, protected by the Constitution 
of the United States, or not. . This is the whole 
front of our offending. Is this not just, is it not 
reasonable, is it any thing but a fair appeal to the 
laws of the land? 

Differcut opinions exist in Pennsylvaia as to 
whether this repeal should be effected by the Le- 
gislature or the convention. For my own part, I 
decidedly prefer the latter, if it can be accom- 
plished. The convention will possess no power 
buat merely that of proposing amendments to the 
people for their adoption or rejection. They can 
place this question before the electors distinctly, 
and Getached from all other amendments. Each 
citizen, at the polls, will thus be enabled to vote 
upon the single question, bank or.no bank. . This 
is due to the bank as well as to the people. I 
need searcely add, that no citizen of Pennsylva- 
nia with whom I have ever conversed upon the 
subject, entertains a doubt of the propriety and 
justice of refunding the bonus which the bank 
may have paid, with interest and damages suffi- 
cient to place it in the very same situationit was 
This might proper- 
ly be made a constituent part of the question to 
be submitted to the people. . 

These desirabie objects could not be secured by 
means of a repeal by the Legislature. So many 


` questions both of a political and local character 


influence the election of ite members, that the 
friends of the bank might complain that the people 
had not sanctioned the repeal. I would, there- 
necessity should compel us to 
adopt this alternative as the only means left of 
trying the question. age = 
; Again, should the bank appeal from the decision 


It will be ad- | 


| 


` Senatey 


of the people of Pennsylvania in their sovreign'ta- 
pxcity, to the Supreme Court of the United States, 
the question will be presented before that tribunal 
in a more solemn and imposing form than if the 


- repeal should be accomplished byan ordinary act 


of legislation. The people of the State of Penn- 
sylvania, complaining that their legislative servants 
had despoiled them of one of the highest attributes 
of an independent Commonwealth, and had barter- 
ed away, fora period of thirty years, the political 
power which they enjoyed of regulating the paper 
currency within their own limits, would then be the 
party on the one side; and on the other, the Bank 
of the United States, contending that the transfer 
of this power has been irrevocably made to it, un: 
der the sanction of the Constitution of the United 
States. Ofthe result I entertsin not the slightest 
apprehension. _ Should it, however, be adverse, 
which Heaven forbid! Fean tell the Senator. from 
South Carolina, (Mr. Calhoun) that we shall never 


-recort to nullification as the rightful remedy. 


Thus, sir, I haye been drawn into a discussion 
utterly regugnant to my own feelings. I hope I 
may never again have occasion to allude-to the 
subject on‘this floor. Itis entirely foreign from 
the question in.debate. Nothing could have urged 
me to make the reniarks which I have done, but 
the unwarranted attack of the Senator from ‘Ohio 
(Mr Morris) upon the party at home with which 
iam proud to act. a kw . 

Mr. BENTON followed the Senator from Penn- 
sylyania, (Mr. Buchanan) and, said, he had risen 
for what might seem to be a very unnecessary 


` parpose, that of sustaining the positions of that 


Senator. This certainly looked like a work-of 


supererogation, seeing the able, perspicuous, and > 


powerful manner in which that gentleman had 


| sustained himself; andif he, Mr. B. had nothing 


but argument to offer, he should not tender his aid; 
for the argument just delivered required no aid of 
thet kind. But his aid was of another kind, that 
of authority and precedent, drawn from the ven- 
erable authority of our early history, and from the. 


‘writings and opinions of the fathers of the republic, 


and from the approved action of State Legislatures, 
In this form he held himself excusable in tendering 
his aid, and should limit himseif almost entirely to 
the production of tbe authorities to which he had 
reference. But before he did this, he must take 
leave to express his deep regret at.the course 
followed by Senators yesterday from South Caro- 
lina and Ohio, (Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Morris,) in 
bringing the names of Pennsylvania and Maryland’ 
into this discussion, and in animadverting. upon’ 


‘the conduct of citizens or parties in those States, 


He joined the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
Buchanan) in the expression of his deep reget at 
this course; and, ike him, should avoid recrimina- 
tion, and should limit himself to defensive observa- 
tions in favor of those who were assailed, without 
impugning the conduct or motives of their advers 
saries in their own States. i 

Mr, B. did not consider the Senate of the United 
States as a suitable pace for the denunciation of 
the citizens of the States, nor for the discussion of 
State measures, State parties, or State politics. The 
high privileges of debate secured to us by the 
constitution, and the latitude of discussion allowed 
by our rules, were intended to protect us in the 
ciscussion of national measures, and in the investi- 
gation of those subjects and matters which regu- 
larly came before us, and necessarily required our 
action. Acting on this conception of his duty, he 
should follow the example of. the Senator from 
Peensylvania, (Mr. Buchanan.) He should abstain 
from all animadversion, or even expression of ad- 
verse opinion, upon the measures which agitate the 
States of Pennsylvania and Maryland. 
limit himself to some defence of those who were 
so unexpectedly dragged into this debate yester- 
day, and should endeavor to get rid of the whole 
subject as soon- as possible. For one, he should: 
endeavor to finish at this sitting, in order that it 
should not be known in Pennsylvania and: Mary- 
land that the Senete ofthe United States was-en- 


gaged in discussing their affairs, until it was also 


known-that that discussion was terminated. - 
Nominalty, and. upon the record, sajd Mr.: B; thi 

isa Michigan question—a question to admit: the 

State. of Michigan into the Union; in fact, andin 


He should . 


substance, it is now converted into a Pennsylvania, 
and a Maryland question, to arrest or paralyze the 
proccedings againsi the United States Bank char- 
terin the former, and to arrest, or paralyze the 
proceedings in favor of a convention in the latter. 
This is the form given to it yesterday by the moye- 
ment`of the Senators from South Carolina and 
Obio; (Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Morris;) so that little 
Michigan, which had seemed to be the subject of 
discuss on before the Senate, was suddenly found 
to be notbing but the tail to the kite, dangling in 
the air betow, while all eyes were fised upon the 
imposing apparition of the two Atlantic States, ris- 
ing and hovering above. In this way, the young 
Michigan was suddenly eclipsed and lost sight 
of; and: the lawless and revolutionary move- 
ment, as it was styled, in Pennsylvania, 
against the sanctity of a certain charter, and 
the lawless and revolutionary movement, 4s it was 
stigmatized, in Maryland, in favor of a convention 
of the people, became the engrossing theme of 
denunciation and vituperation: Greatly did Mr. 
B. rejoice that the Senatur from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. Buchanan) had followed no part of this un- 
happy example; that he bad carefully eschewed 
all animadversion; that he had positively refused 
to take any part,or to have any share, in discussing 
State measures here; and had confined himself to 
the duties of defence imposed upon him by the 
novel and aggressive course pursued by others, 
That Senstor’s first care was to defend a gentle- 
man of his own State, Mr. Dalias, who had been 
assailed here by name; and in that he had so acted 
as to effect what he (Mr. Benton) had thought to 
be impossible; he had increased his high character 
for private worth, and had added to Ute exalec 
opinion entertained of the goodness of his heart; 
for this generous defence was volunteered in 
favour of one with whom it was not lis fortune to 
be on terms of intimacy. He showed the injustice 
done to that gentleman by attributing to his letter 
meanings which did not belung to it, and drawing 
inferences as forcign to his character as they were 
to his writing. He, Mr. B. had read that letter, 
but not since it had been the subject of animadver- 
sion; and it might be that his knowledge of the 
amiable character, purity of heart and purpose, 
and modesty of deportment of the writer, had pre- 
vented him from so scanning his words as to be 
able to find the deep. mischief which they conceal. 
ed; for certainly he had not seen the anarchic: 
spirit attributed to it, In many things he agree 
with him, especially in thet much related to vester 
rights; in some things he did not; b here he did 
not agree, it was still the disagreement which left 
unimpeached the high character for pubhe and pri- 
vate werth which Mr. Dallas brought with 
a Senator from Pennsylvania, to this chamber, and 
carried back with him from this chamber to Penu- 
sylvania. ` 

Mr. B. then referred to Mr. Madis 
No. 44, of the Federalist, to sust 
of the Senator from Pennsylv 
chanan,) on the nature of the cont 
clause in the constitution of the Unite 
intended to guard. He said, it woubi be seen 
that Mr. Madison confined this clause entirely to 
private rights avd personal security; and that neta 
word of what he said cou'd be extended to char- 
tered privileges, the granting cf which had been 
twice refused in the convention which framed the 
constitution, and the preservation of which, there- 
fore, could not come within the meaning cf that 
instrument. Remarking upen the clause in the 
constitution, which prohibi's the Stat among 
other things, fror p: law impairing the 
obligations of contract : 

“Very properly, therefore, have the convention 
added this constitutional bulwark in favor ef per- 
sonal securily and private rights; and I am much 
deceived if they have not, in so doing, as faithfully 
consulted the genuine sentiments as the undoubted 
interests of their constituents. The sober people 
of America are weary of the fluctuating pebey 
which has directed the public councils. "They 
have seen, with regret and indignation, tat sud 
den changes and legislative interferences, in cases 
affecting personal rights, become jobs in the hands 
of enterprising and influential ‘speculators, and 


| 


snares to the more industrious and less informed | 
part of the community.’” - 

With this exposition from Mr. Madison, Mr. B. 
would submit that chartered privileges, although 
they might be sold for money, constitute no part 
of the contracts, the _inviolability of which are 
guaranteed by the constitution of the United 
States; and while this is plain upon the face of the 
words used in the Federalist, namely, “private 
rights,” “personal rights,” ‘* personal security,” 
it is stil further confirmed by the words which 
follow, and which show that the clause, so far from 
being intended. to secure enterprising jobbers and 
inflential speculators in their ill-gotten advantages, 
was really intended to protect the industrious and 
less informed part of the community against their le- 
gislative machinations, Finally, and in full proof 
that the clause conld have no relation to incorpo- 
rations and bank charters, is proved by the fact, 
that the federal convention, which framed the con- 
stitution, twice refused to grant the incorporating 
power to Congress, and consequently cannot be 
construed to protect the existence of a thing 
which it twice refused to create. 

Mr. B. said, this was the exposit’on of one of 
the fathers of the Constitution, made before that 
instrument was adopted by the States, There had 
been many expositions of it since, both legislative 
and judicial; and out of the multitude Mr. B, 
would select one, which, in all the essentiais of 
time, place, subject, actors, and action, would 
claim a pre-eminent and omnipotent voice in this 
Penns; lvania question, so unexpectedly thrust in 
upon us here, and so vehemently picad on this 
floor in behalf of a certain bank against the l- 
gislative and cupventional power of the State, 
Mr. B. then sent to the Secretary’s table a volume 
of the Statutes of Kentucky for the year 1820, 
and requested that the Secretary should read an 
act which he pointed out to him. The Secretary 
read: 

“ An act to repeal the act entitled ‘An act es- 
tablishing independent banks in this Common- 
wealth,’ and an act supplemental thcreto.” Ap- 
proved, February 10, 1820. 

*PrramBLe.— Whereas, in the tenth article of 
the constitution of Kentucky, it is declared: First, 
That all freemen, when they form a social com- 


pact, are equal; and thst no man, or set of men, | 


are entitled to exclusive, separate, public emohi- 
ments or privileges fram. the community, but in 
consideration of public services: And secendty, 
that all power is inherent in the pecple; and al | 
free Governments are founded on their authori 
and instituted for their peace, safety, and hap; 
ness, And whereas, it is self-ev dent. according 
to those fundamental principles of government, 
that all laws which grant toa few the ‘power to 
oppress the many, are. tyrannical in their nature, 
and adverse to the primitive rights of the people; 
and, therefore, repralable by the supreme au- 
thority. To say that asale of the primitive rights 
of the people, by the Legislature, is to be per- 
petual, snd unalterable, because there is a contract 
im the case, is to declare that error, and ebuse of 
power, may consecrate themselves. Fraud vi- 
tiates all contract. ‘fo effect the intention of the 
parties, is the object of all laws regulating con- 
tracts. That a privilege granted shall be used for | 
the d:struction, or even to the disadvantage, of 
hose who granted, never could be the intention 
of the parties. All legislative power is derivative, 
proceeds from the people, and is to be used for 
their prosperity and happiness only ; cons: quent- 
ly, all laws of a contrary tendency violate the in- 
tention of the social compact, and are subject, 
upon first principles, to the condition of being re- | 
pealed, whether the evil springs 4roim the na‘ure 
of the privilege granted, or contract entered into, 
or from the abuse of either. A bank charter, j 
from its nature, extends and necessarily confines 
the powers and privileges granted tea few, te the 
exciusion of the many. 
an unavoidable conclusion, that if the power 
privileges granted in a bank charter operste 
against the pubiic gocd, the people, by their 
Legislature, have the primitive right to revoke 
such a charter, To the end, therefore, that the 
good people of this State be delivered in future: 


IONAL- GLOBE. 


Admission of Michigan into the Union—Mr. Benton. 


of this State.” p 
When the Secretary had read to the end of 
the preamble, he paused and inquired whether 


the reading of the act itself was desired? 
B. answered, by all means. 
goad, and the act is better. It. shows how the re: 
publicans of Kentucky dispose of vested rights 
in chartered privileges, and bonus contracts for 
oppressing a State with banks, and how compen. 
diously they teach presidents: and ‘directors öf 
banks to submit to the laws of the land, or’ to 
take the fines and forfeiiures which resistance to 
the laws imposes upon insurgent and refractory 
spirits. Ht presents an authority and example 
which the friends of the Bank of the United 
States are bound to respect, and which may re- 
quire all their ingenuity to answer on this floor, 
or elsewhere. 

The Secretary then read the act: 

“Sre. Ist.—Be it enacted hy the General Assem- 
bly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, That all 
power, right, or privilege, granted to the corpora. 


Mr, 


The preamble. is” 


tions established by an act entitled “An act estab. 


lishing independent banks in this Commonwealth,” 


approved January 26th, 1818, and an act entitled: 


‘An set supplemental to the act establishing in “ 


dependent banks in this Commonwealth,” ap- 


proved February 3d, 1818, to deal and trade in 
discounts, bills ofexchange, or current money, or 
to issue notes or bills of credit, payable to bearer 
or otherwise, shall be, and the same are hereby re- 
pevied and revoked, from and after the first day 
of May next, andali other power, rights, and pri: 


vileges granted to said corporations in said recited 


acts, are hereby repealed and revoked from and 
af cr the first cay of January, 1823. 

“Sre, 2d.—Be it further enacted, That any per- 
son or persons. who may act asa president, direct-. 
or, er any ether officer of any independent bank 
in this State, coaffary to the provisions of this act, 
shall be subject toall the penalties, fines, and for- 
feitures, imposed by an act entitled “ An act to 


suppress private associations for the -purpose of © 


banking,” epproved February 8th, 1812; which 
penahics, fines and fo-feitures may, and sha‘l be, 
imposed, recovered, collected, and distributed, ac- 
cording to the provisions of the said last recited 
act. 

Sre. Sd. Be it further enacted, That the bonus 


—Be il further enacte?, Thatso much 
of the act to incorporate Saunders’s Manufacturing 
Company, which pa3sed the 3fst of January, 1818, 
supplem.ptal act thereto, approved 
3d, 1818, which gives the said company 
g privileges, shall be, and the same is hereby 
; and the secoul section of this act is 


hereby made applicable to the persons who may > 


have the management of the said manufacturing 
instifution.? 

Mr. B. said, that this preamble and ect taken 
together were both the declaration and the action 
of the Legislature of one of the principal States in 
the Union; a State fertile in many ways, and in 
none more so than in the production cf able and 
petriotie men. A Legislature of that State, in our 
own day, and in curown tme, and composed of 
many persons now living and acting, swept olf a 
litter of banks at onv blow, «ith the basking privi- 
leges of Lewis £ ers's cotton bagg ng. factory 
to boot, even after they had been two. years in 
operation, maugre all their cries about the bonus: 
and the contract; and. did so, not by virtue of re- 
served powers in charters, but by virtue of im- 
herent and unalienable rights im the body politic- 
MB he was cotemporary with tòis great 
aci—tLis magna charta of the Kentucky Legisia. 
ture. He remembered its passage, and the satis. 
faction which it gave to the Stare, and to the sur- 
rounding States; and to the whole Union. He ree 
membered more, and that was the applause then 
bestowed “upon this act of the Kentucky Legisla, 


i 


pi 


oyan 2d Sus. 


ture by presses, pericditals, newspapers, and regis- 
‘ters; which are now foremost ‘in: denouncing’ citi 
Zens. of Pennsylvana for proposing to imitate it in 
a dase. where. alien foreigners, more than. native 
“eitizens,. aré-.coneerned, and where the reasons 


for. acting are-many ten thousand times greater’ 


-than Jin the.-case: of the Independent- Banks, and 
Lewis Saunders’s -bankicg -cotton bagging fac- 
‘tory, f 
Yested:rights:was then invoked by the stockhold-. 
ers inthe hecatomb of banks. which were sub- 


jécted.to the ẹdg- of the sacrificial knife; and-that. ° 


their invocation shared the sare fate which the 
“¢laim.of the midnight judges of 1800 suffered 
when they claimed their seats and salaries as vested 
rights; the same fate which the tenants in tail, and 
Some of thè eldest sons suffered, about the time of 
our: revolution, when entails. were abolished, and 
the insolent prerogative of primogeniture, as Mr. 
Gibbon called it, was suppressed by law; the 
same fate which the friends of feudal rights suf 
fered. in France in 1789, when Lafayette moved, 
in the Assembly of Notables, the entire suppression 
of all those rights; the same fate which a clergy, 
loaded with the property of this world, suffered 
in England, when all the statates called mortmain 
were passed. In all these cases, as well as in the 
case of the independent banks,and Mr. Saunders’s 
bag factory bank, and the present Unit:.d States 
Bank of Pennsylvania, the plea of vested rights 
was pressed into the service; but it heppened 
to be addressed to those who could discriminate 
between the rights of property, which the public 
good requires to be held sacred and inviolate, and 
the pretensions of privilege, which the same pub- 
lic good requires to be examined and controlled. 
The arguments now set up against the repealabi- 
‘lity of chartered privileges is nothing but thesame 
plea set up inall-ages, and in all countries, in fas 
vor of similar privileges; and Mr B. mast be al- 
lowed to say, that there is no comparison between 
the style and composition of thuse arguments as 
used in England anl France, and also in the Uni- 
ted States, on former oceasions, and as used here 
now. The advocates for verted” rights, that is, 
chartered privileges, in these days, do little more 
than shont! or, at best, indite a paragraph, pert 
and flippant, coarse and irite, or heavy and dul! 
whereas the old advocates composed elegant and 
rcholar-like dissertations; and he would advise 
their followers, in these days, to hunt up their 
speeches and essays, and copy their style; and at 
least give us tai doctrines in good las puinge. 
Mr. B. with a3 much reluctance as he had felt 
in adverting to Pennsylvania affir, must now 
advert to the Maryland branch of this question, 
It seems that there is a movement in Maryland to 
organize a convention, by the inherent and una. 
lienable rights of the people, and without a legis- 
lative act, to alter and change the constitution of 
the State. The convention held in Michivan ie 
one of this kind, and, therefsre, the recognition of 
an act done by that cunyention is resisted on this 
floor by the friends of the anti-convestion party in 
Maryland, for fear it may operate in favor of the 
convention party in that State, This is the way 
that Maryland politics are Juge<d into this debate, 
and made part of this discussion. Mr. B. said he 
had often seen genilemen argue one question 
with an eye to anwiher, but, usually, with the 
delicacy of not ‘lugging in, this 


other question, which had no the 
record. But this delicacy bas not becn ob- 


served upon this occasion. Michigan alone is 
in the record be fore us; yet Pennsylvania bas been 
dragged in by name; Maryland has been dragged 
in by name; and not only dragged in, but made 
the principal enbject of debat:, and the most fi 
ous denunciations levelled at a portion of their citi- 
zens. The advocates for the Maryland ‘cenven- 
tion are, not incidentally and by way of inuendo, 
lashed and scourged here while lashing and scourge. 
ing the Michigan Convention, but they sre singled 
out, seized upon, and dragged forcibly and vio- 
lently into this chamber, and then denounced in 
such style that, no doubt, the question of the Ma- 
ryland Convention is considered as completely 
crushed by the force which assails it here, Be it 
so, said Mr. B. if the people of sovereign States 


“He. recollected. aiso that the doctrine of : 
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are willing to- have their affairs governed by de- 


nunciation here: -It will certainly be a-ofie skled 
game on this floor; for it was: manifest that there 
was one party» at. least kere who would not 


‘attack ‘the imperding measures: of any States 


the 


nor attack the- conduct. or motives of, 
they 


citizens . of: any State, in acting as 


“pleased on what. concerned themselves; ` there 
_was one party, at: least, here who. would 


limit themselves to the just defence of the- 
absent and the assailed. ‘The ` Maryland Conven- 
tion party, then, is arraigned and condemned ‘here 
for proposing to do what Michigan has done; ‘and 
the act of Michigan must be stamped with reproba- 
tion by Congress lest it become a precedent, sanc- 
tioned by the approbation of Congress, for the 
justification of the Convention party in Maryland. 
'Thisis the state of the question before us; and. 
Mr. B. would immediately proceed to vindicate, 
not by an argument of his own, but by example 
authority and precedent,drawn from our early histo- - 
ry, and from the writings of the founders of the 
Republic, and others which claimed respect, the 
act which Michigan has done, and which a party 
in Maryland properes todo Mr. B. then read 
and commented bricfily upon several passages from 
the writings of Mr, Madison, Judge Wilson ef 
Pennsylvania, General Hamilton and Judge Story 
in his Commentaries on the Constitution. Mr, Mad- 
dison, speaking «f the alleged defect of powers in 
the Convention of 1787; which formed the Fed- 
eral Constitution, says + ae gat 

“They, (the members of the convention,) must 
have reflected, thatin all great changes of esta- 
blished Governments, forms ought to give way te 
substance; that a rigid adher: nee in such cases to 
the former, would renter nominal and n 5 
the transcendent and precious right of the peopie 
to ‘ubolish or alter this Government as to them 
shall seern most likely to effect their safety and 
cappiness,’ since it is impossible for the people 
spontaneously and universally to move in cencer 
towards their object; and it is therefore essential 
that such changes be instituted by some informal 
and unauthorized propesi‘iens, made by some patrio- 
tie and respectable citizen, ce number of citizens. 
They must have recollected, that it was by this ir- 
regular and assumed privilege of prop 
people plans for their safety and ba 
the States were first united against the c 


Mr. Benton. : [oe 


Extracis-from the works of James Wilsen of Pénn- 
sylvunta, formerly Associate Justice of the Supreme 
Court of the United States. Pag ge 
‘* Permit.me to mention one great principle, the 

vital principle ‘I may well call it, which diffuses 

animation and vigor through all the others... The 
principle 1 mean is this, that the supreme or sove- 
reign power of the society resides in the citizens 


. at-large; and that, therefore, they always'retain 


which they were threatened by their 
vernment: that commitiecs and Congresses were 
formed for concentrating their efforts, and? de- 
fensling their rights, and that eovventions were 
elveted in. the several Staves for establishing the con- 
stitutions under which they are now governed. 
Nor could it have been forgotten that no kitle ill- 
timed scruples, no zeal for adhering lo cording y 
fems, were any where seen, except in those who 
wished to indulge, under these masks, their sroret 
enmity to the substance contended for.” --Rederalist, 
Wo, 40. 

Here (said Mr. R.) the authority of the penple, 
in their orginal sovereign capacity to abolish, 
alter, and change their form of Government, is 
fully and expressly set forth.. The went ef a te- 
pistative authority to guide or direct them is divecta 
Jy waived; and some patriotic and respectable 
citizen or citizens ere looked to, to commence the 
informal and unauthorized propositions which are 
to lead to a convention, and to end inthe adoption 
of fundamenial changes. 

Such citizens are not censidered by Mr. Madison 
as anarchists, disorganizers, disturbe-s of the peace, 
despoilers of preperty, &c.; but as public bene- 
factors, prompted by patriotism to take the leadin 
a work of public good and necessity, Mr. B. par- 
ticularly noted, and read twice over, the conclad- 
img sentence in this extract from Mr. Madison 
He said. that Mr. M. was ene of the mest careful 
menin abstaining from personaltiesand the im- 
putation of motives; bufi wasa keen cut, and 
28 of the revoluti 


| 


King Geor ] 
of fifty years ago, who were indulging the 


ecret 
enmity to the real rights of tbe people, under 
the mask of zeal for adhering to forms, and con- 
scient ous scruples against. acting without authority, 
| Mr B. continued his readings; = o. : 


ae: 


H 


“first Ge 


the right. of abolishing, altering, ‘or: amending ~ 
this constitution, at whatever time, and in what 
ever Manner, they shall deem it expeđient?? = 
Vol. 1, page 17. . : 

“Why should we nst teach our children those 
principles upon which we ourselves have though 
and acted?. Cught we to instil into their tendet 
minds a theory, especially if unfounded, which ir 
contradictory to. our own practice, built on thes 
most sold foundation? Why should we reduce . 
them to the cruel dilemma of condemning either 
those principies they have been taught to believe, 
or those persons whom they have been taught to 
reyere?”—Vol, 1, page 20. ~ ; 

* As to the people, bowever, in whom the sove- 
reign power resides: from their authority the 
constitution originates; for their safety and felicity - 
it is established: in-their bands it is as clay in the 
hands of the potter: they have the right to mould, 
to preserve, to improve, to refine, and to finish” ito 
as they please. Ifso, can it be doubted thatihey 


“have the right likewise to change it?—Vol.. 1, page 


418. é 
General Hamilton, vindicating the convention 
of 1787, which omitted to prefix to the Federal 
Constitution a Bul of Rights, says: - | - $ 
“it is evident, therefore, according to this (Bill 
of Rights) primitive signification, they lave no. 
applicativn to constitutions professedly founded 
upon the power of the people, and executed by 
their immediate representatives and servants. ” 
Hore, in strictness, the people surrender nothing; 
and as they retain every thing, they have no need 
of particular reservations. ”’— Federalist, No. 84. 
Judge Story, speaking of the Declaration of In- 
dependence, says: : q 
‘Et was not an act done by the State Govern. 
ments then organized, nor by persons chosen by 
them. It was emphatioslly ibe act of the whole 
people of the united colonies, by the instrumental 
ty of their representatives, chosen for that, among 
other purposes. It was an act not competent. to 
the State Governments, cr ahy of them, ss orgas 
nized under-their charters, to adopt. Those char 


ters neither contemplated the case, nor proviled 
forit It wasan ast of criginal, Inherent sove- 


y themselves; resulting from 
nt to change the form of Government, and 
ute anew Government, whenever necessa- 


Story, commenting on tbe origin and 
ngs of the convention which formed the 
eral Government for the Colonies, say :: 

“In some of the Leg slatures of the Colonics, 
which were then in session, delegates wer 
pointed by the popular, or representa 
and in ether cases they wer 
ventions of the peep 
vention of delegates s on the of Sep- 
tember, 1774; and, having chosen. officers, they 
edop'ed certain fundamental rules fer their pro- 
ceedings. A . 

t Thus was organized, under the auspices, and 
with the consent of the peuple, acting direetly in 
their primary, severciyn capacity, and without 
ion of the functionaries to. whom the 
of Government were delegated in 
s, the first General or National Govern: 


procee 


“The Congress thas ‘assembled exercised, de 
faclo sad de jure, a sovereign authority; notas the 
delegated agents of the Government de facto of. 
the colonies, but in virtue of original powers de- 
Lived from. the people” —— Storys Commentaries on 

itution, vol. 1, pp. 185, 186: : ; 
ig read. these extrscts, Mr.: B. forbore to 
make any. comments upon them, barely remarking 
that they were purposely taken from: different 


j political s¢hools, to show. that those who.-differed 
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fyndamentally on so many points, yet agreed pers 
fectly on this most fundamental of all points, 
namely, the inherent.and unalienable right of the 
people to meet in convention of their own mere 
will and motion, and change their form of go- 
vernment at their‘pleasure. fife would next 
show that this great right was acted upon in the 
formation of the present Constitution of the United 
States, and that this Constitution owes all its force 
te the voluntary action of conventions springing 
from the people, not under the authority, but 
merely under the recommendation of the State 
Legislatures. Premising, what every person knew, 
that the deputies to the federal convention of 
1787, were appointed to revise the articles of 
confederation, and not to frame's new Govern- 
ment, Mr. B. proceeded to read the first resolu- 
tion of the convention in communicating their 
work to the Congress of the confederation, and re- 
questing the Congress to Jay it before the State 
Legislatures, with a request that they would re- 
commend it to the adoption of the people of the 
States in their conventions. He read: 

“ Resolved, That the preceding. constitution be 
laid before the United States in Congress assem- 
bled, and that it is the opinion of this convention 
that it should afterwards be submitted to the con- 
vention of del- gates choscn in cach State by the 
people thereof, under the recommendation of its Le- 
gislature, for their assent and ratification,” &e. 

Here, said Mr. B. this great convention of 
1787, knowing that they had no power to give or 
grant a constitution to the people of the States, 
merely express their opinion that it ought to be 
submitted to them; and knowing that the State 
Legislatures iad no authority to order conven- 
tions, they merely requested that they would re- 
commend them; and knowing further, that the 
sovereign power was in the people, they used the 
word people in preference to that of citizens, quali- 
fied voters, freeholders, tax-payers, or any thing 
else which might imply a convention not spring- 
ing from the sovereign power of the people, but 
governed by existing laws and constitutions. 

Mr. B. then traced the mode of acting under this 
recommendation by the States, and took the con- 
vention of Virginia as the one: which would per- 
haps be admitted to be of the highest authority in 
this case. He showed that the General Assembly 
of Virginia first passed a € resolution,” by which 
they “recommended” the people to hoid a conven- 
tion, and next passed an act ‘ concerning” the con- 
vention, and providing for its accommodation, but 
assuming no authority over it. He then referred 
to the proceedings of the convention, te show that 
they had met according to the recommendation of 
the General Assembly, and that they decided the 
important questions connected with the qualifica- 
tions and elections of the delegates according to 
what was safisfaetory to themselves as acting in their 
sovereign representative capacity, and not as ac- 
cording to the laws and constitution of the State, as 
if created by their authority. The history of their 
proceedings opens thus: 

“Tn convention, Monday, the 24 of June, 1788. 
This being the day recommended by the Legi 
ture for the meeting of the conventio 
into consideration the proposed plan of the Fede- 
ral Government, a majority of the gentlemen d 
pated thereto assembled at the public buildi 
Richmond,” &c. 

The first act of the convention, after organizing 
itself, was to appoint.a Commiitee of F s 
and Elections; and a mest numerous, talent nd 
important committee it was. Et ceasisted of 
twenty-eight members, among whom were the 
first names of Virginia and of America: Benjamin 
Harrison, Patrick Henry, George Mason, Governor 
Randolph, John Marshall, James Monroe, James 
Madison, George Nicholas, Paul Carrington, and 
others scarcely lees distinguished. The business of 
this committee was to pass upon the validity of the 
elections, and to decide between contending par- 
ties for the same seatsand the words in whish they 
make their reports, the evidence which they re- 
ceived in contested cases, and the disregard with 
which they passed over legal and constitational 
qualifications, all prove that the convention judged 
for themselves, in their high capseity of representa. 
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tives of the sovereign people, and independently 
of the laws and constitution of Virginia. “The 
words used with respect tothe returns of dele- 
gates-are, not that they are found duly elected, or 
legally elected, but that they are “‘satisfactory;” 
the evidence received where certificates of elec- 
tion were not produced, were statements of citi- 
zens who said they were at the election, and heard 
the sheriff proclaim such and such candidates 
elected; and, in the case of qualification, where a 
petition was presented to vacate the seat ofa dele- 
gate because he was not a freeholder within the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, the report was that 
the petition be rejected. All these reports of the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections, Mr. B. 
said, were confirmed by the convention; and the 
tenor of their whole proceedings shows that they 
were acting in the high capacity of representing 
the sovereignty of the people, and did what was 
satisfactory to themselves, and not what might be 
conformable to the laws and constitation of Virgi- 
nia, Tn fact, said Mr. B. the mere composition of 
every convention proves that they are indepen- 
dent of the laws and constitution of the State; for 
judges, Governors, and all officers of the State or 
Federal Government, may be members. 


Mr. B. having shown, from the opinions of the 
most eminent men, and from examples of the 
highest character, that conventions were indepen- 
dent of State legislation, demanded how it was 
that State Legislatures assumed to have power to 
grant or withhold them? 
grant for the exercise of this authority? He wished 
to see how it was that they who were servants, and 
dressed up in a little brief authority, undertook 
to govern and direct the people in the exercise of 
an inherent and unalienable mght? They could 
not get this authority from the people, for it as- 
sumed a supremacy over the people. There wes 
but one way to deduce their ttle; and that was 
through Divine right! and by the grace of God! 
Any thing short of this acknowledges the sove- 
reignty of the pople, and puts an end to 
the pretension; so that a Legislature which 
should now assume to authorize the people 
to hold a convention, if put to a derivation of 
their own ‘authority, would have to adopt the 


; style of those Kings of Europe, who hold that 


God has put the people into their care, and en- 


| dowed them with all authority for their protection 


and preservation: A legislative advice, counsel, 
or recommendation te the people to held a con- 
vention, and an appropriation of money to defray 
its expenses, is certainly a convenience, but it is 
not a pre-requisite; and conventions to change the 
form of Government may be held by the people 


when they please; taking care to submit their | 


work to a direct vote of the people themselves, 
or to .a new convention elected for the express 
purpose of approval or rejection, aa was done ia 
the case of the constitution of the United States; 
and thus making sure of the appromation of a 
majority of the people before the new constitu- 
tion is put is force. 

Mr. B. had now finished his view of this ques- 
tion, and would make a brief application of the 
whole to the case of Michigan. The people there 
had held a convention, by their own power, to ac- 
cept a fundamental condition of their adr n inte 
the Union. They have accepted the condition; 
and the objection is, that the convention 
lawless and revolutionary mob, and that law ou 
to be made to suppress and panish such assem- 
bages in future. Bir. B. wouid hold a procosi- 
tion for such a law to be the quintessence, not of 


European, but of Asiatic despotism; and sure he | 


was, it would receive no countenance by the vote 
of this chamber. In saying this, he spoke upon 
a recoilection cf the past, as well as upon a view 
of the present. At the last session of Congress 
all this denunciation of lawless and revolutionary 


mobs had been favished upon the conver 
tions, both of Arkansas and ny be- 


eause, being Territories, they i con- 
venticns, and framed constitutions, without the 
authority of Congress. Our answer to these de~ 
nunciations were the same that we give now, 
namely, 1. That they had a right to doso with- 


He wished to see their j 
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was, that they should. send us their constitutions 
that we might see they were republican; and.” 

2, Thai these Territories had several-times applied 
to Congress for an act to regulate the holding of 

their conventions, which were ‘always refused by. 
the political party which then held the supremacy» 
to this chamber; and that to refuse them’‘an act to: 
regulate the holding of a convention when they 
asked for it, and then to denounce them for hold: 

ing a convention without law, was unreasonable 
and contradictory, and subjected ourselves to the 

reproach both of injustice and ‘inconsistency. 

These were our answers then; ‘and we added; 

that. these who denounced the Arkansas and 

Michigan convention for lawless and revolutionary 

moba, would find themselves unsupported by the 

vote of the Senate! which turned out to be the 

fact, for the negative vote was exceedingly small! 

and, Mr. B. would add, that the result would be 

the same now; and that, after all this denuncia- 

tion of the convention in Michigan, the convention 

party in Maryland, and the disorganizing party in 

Pennsylvania, the vote would be about as it was: 
at the last session, exceedingly small, and entirely 

too inconsiderable to give any countenance to 

their denunciations. 

Mr. B. concluded by expressing the hope 
that the. Senate would not adjourn until it fin- 
ished this question. It was dne to Pennsylvania 
gnd Maryland that we should stop a debate in- 
which their concerns were improperly introduced; 
and it was due to Michigan herself that she should 
be relieved from this attendance at our doors, 
She has been debarred of her rights for years; she 


-is a State, if not a State of the Confederacy; she bas- 


aright to be admitted, and the admission of a State 
is a question of that dignity to be entitled, not only 
to a speedy decision, but to a preference over 
all other questions until it was decided. He re- 
peated, wheat he had said some days before, that- 
he had come with his cloak to camp on this 
floor until the vote was taken; and, that being 
his idea of what all ought to do, he would not 
consume time by speaking, ° cae 
Mr. PRESTON asked what knowledge the Senate had ag.to: ' 
the conditions of the act of Congress being complied with by 
the delegates of the people of Michigan? There was no informa: 
tion ou the subject—no authentication of the fact—none that 
had ever boen sufficient for the establishment of any fact what- 
between the high contracting parties. How did the people 
a make themselves known to the Senate as the in- 
fa State? By what species of management or magic 
know shere senthy a Mro Williams, as 
gan? Je was a mere nonenity; 
e ihey aware of such aman? On 
to look and rely in regard to the 
Why, nothing but a species of 
pap conjectural assertions, 
Ünited $ beund to recognise à 
reiga capacity in ikat way? Were they 
a act of this kind? to recognise what 
the coavention held in December last?. and 


Mics 
i tate tl å 
methine more conclusive, as to their right 
chigan, than bal heen adduced in 

to the conditions of the act 


not, he app 
i yt 


on 
tes were taking for granted a fact, of 
of, as to the majo people of 
ato come into the Union u he terms 

x f not certif to, and 
i What right 


oroperat of the y 
oricy to look there? gis 
this jast e an, and after it 
roer ha these Senators . 
pon it to have ad- 
reat had the Senate 
internal proceedings*< 
e, and establish. a new. 
0? It wasa total'subver- 


nee to the boundary ques- 
iganon ceran conditions, &e. and 
ie wasnot in January, asasserted by the Senator 
from Penasyivania, Gir. Buchanan.) but on the 5th of 
Jane last, that the act was passed for the admission, of. 
Michigan inte the Union, on complying with certain con- 
ditions therein specified. By that act, he Mr. Preston) main- 
tained Michigan was erected into a State of the Union, 
a free, sovereign, and independent State, capable of doing 


out our authority, and all that we could require i ail phat- free ang independent States can desire, except 


But,since that time, a” 


having been- 


s mubject: 


“North Carolia (Mr. Strange) had’ told the Senate that the word 
had no-technical signification; burit was a word which brought 
amen together, noman knew how... Well, then, he (Mr. Preston) 


“would ask. Senators’ ‘this:question: “Tow do you. know that ~ 


those: men who satat thelast conventionin Michigan, were 
‘the delegates of the people?” Was it possible that the Con- 
gréss of the United States had: been yielding powers to the great 
“people of this happy confederacy for so many many years, 
and'yet attachedno particular and defined meaning to the words 
“convention of the people?” God forbid! No, these terms ‘vere 
“well: understood--understood at least by all statesmen, Was 
‘he'to be tol that any great meeting, or assemblage, was acon- 
venont, 5 
party, with regard to the extraordinary. powers of what were 
called conventions—such as the Baltimore convention; that 
they could, by a sponianeous.act, pull. down their very. constitu 
tion~~abolisl their Senate—abrogaie solemn charters, &c:; do 
ahy thing, in short, except making their form of Governnient 
aiti-republican—it being the wil of the people!’ He would not, 
givea pinch of snuff for the tenure of rights in this country, if 
“phrases were to be bandied about in this way... And did gen- 
temen know that the last convention: held in. Michigan, was 
any thing more than a Baltimore convention? . He would show 
the Senate that jt was not-soomuch, if they were to take inier- 
< hal evidences as any proof. What, then, was a “convention?? 
-Tho constitution of the Uniled Staies speaks of acanvention of 
the States, and it wasto be presumed that, in legislating under 
that constitution, Senators were apprised of the meaning of the 
word “convention.” Mi, P. explained the definition of the 
` word, and insisted thar it was not applicable to ciucases or 
meetings denominated gencrally as “conventions.” THe next 
remarked, that he would examine into: the word “people”—a 
name efter invoked on that floor, and about which much noie 
and clamor were raised. “Who (sid Mr. P.) are the people? 
hy, 1. will tell geatlemen that I am one of them; and I will 
not think here, or elsewhere, that they are a great “monster.” 
And I say that what is de le tor them is desirable for me, 
“and what is to their inter tomy interest. God ferhid that 
T should consider them an uniformed, ignorant, cangerous 
mass, No, sit, Z belong to (he people. What is proper for 
them is proper for me, and what is proper me. is proper for 
them. Yea, the proudest Senator upon this door is but one 
of the people; and he who draws a distinetion beoveen himself 
and the people, hasdrawn that which has uo ex ce. Whose 
voice .am Tapeaking here? My own, if youchoose, because I 
am ope of the poople. {am one of them, as they ave one of 
me. But, sir; who are the people of Michigan? ‘Phe men, 
. women, and children residing there? the white and the black 
poople, foreigners and ail? What makes tke people? Who 
‘are the people that gentleman say wore. cafled.te act upon che 
subject? J cannst tell you; and if this convention. was com 
posed of the (agrag and bobtail of the papulation af Michigan, 
and not of the “peop” in a polideal sense, then tt was not a 
conven'ion according to the true definition of ihat word. The 
convention must be made up of the political people of Michi- 
gma. Well, what proof have you thot the convention, so 
called, was & conventen properiy understood? None on earth. 
Me. P. afer making some further observations on this poiut, 
said it might be necessary for him to prove, 
thao-he had dene, that M now 
gentleman irom. North © NA t tne fi 
was somewhat zealous on the subject 
extreme set of politicians, who took a « 
ciples with which this matter v 
however, that in defeiudi 
gone beyond (he was 
somewhat tarnished of inie. 
Well, sustaining those principles, 
to vindicate the rights of the Sra 
Btate of Michigan. en 
previous to ber coming iots the 
cisely. like. Michigan; and, he a 
State, because she was not admit 
State, what was . she? 


feop interest inthe prin- 
connected. Ife did nat know, 
his of his own State he bad 
i ad peen 
neiptes. 
t himself called upon 
sand the existence of the 
1 that, North Carolina, 
p Was situated pre- 
was Arieh 


ary 
When we 


extend them, ani thus. the independence of these sovereien 

States might eventually he prostrated by the strong arm of the 

Federal Coverument. No, Michizan wasa State, entitled to her 

Btate sovereignty; and it was on-that account te was go anx- 
. fous to vindicate her claim 10 be. sd treated and considered, 


Afteradverting, at cor 
ing ont of this questior 
had been characte: 
tionary; it wasan ape 
it wat an appeal fr 
will of the pi 
an unerganized body; aad 
your proceeding is an act e 
whoiesale adoption of the doctrin 
trine, however, never applied to the 
within its consti:utional bounds Le sweepmg n ication 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr.. Buchanan) gaes to 
the ammhilation of the Government of Michigans to Ui break- 
ipg down of all her solemn charters and engagements, 


Mr. C. concluded by saying that he was desirous that the law 
of tha last seasior, hnposing eariain reguiciions on the admis. 


y fonndation of 
It strikes meas a 


‘ange notions prevailed among gentlemen of a certain 


ssion of Michigan into: the Union, should be-repealed-. “He could 
“not bring his mind to vote for the whole bill reported. by-the. 
Judiciary Committee, as he had particular ohjecticns to the 
preamble, because it: recited- many things which were untrue 
“In point of fact... -He expressed bis anxious wish that Michigan: 
should be adimitied as so umstances would permit; for 
he shousd-feel great happ it. being asssciated with the ho-* 
norable. Senators: who «were. here, ‘ahd would. take ‘their 
*seats the moment their State was. admitted into the Union—thas 
-adding ai additional:star.to ‘our glorious confederacy.: 
Mr: STRANGE ed in” 
few hasty and desultory remarks he had let” fall'the other day, 
made. by the honorable Senator from:South Carolina (Mr. Pres- . 


ton) so large a portion of thetext: of the Very fervid and eloquent 


address he had just ‘delivered. He had been'so agreeably enter- 
tained, as to dDe-unwilling to.jaterrupt him. ever forthe purpose- 


of rescuing himself fom-misapprehension; bnt he now rose. 


for that purpose.: Ths Senator front South Carolina: 


ey , y i 
| ir. Preston) has represented me as saying ‘that a convention | 


he was greatly flattered’ in having the: 


gan into the Union—My. Preston, . 


wasan undefined something, rising, like a-raist, from the ponn-- f 


lar mass, scarcely. perceptible, but very powerful, What I> 


meant tosay, sir, and what I think I did say, was that there was 
no mode pomted out, either by the common law or by statuie, 
by which a convention was to be assembled; and 1 distiactly 
stated that a.convention was an assemblage of the people of any 
community, either in person. or by théeir agents or revresenta- 
‘tives; and when so ssembled, its powers were vast, and, iù a 
state of nature, untimited. ‘Phe Senator has asked when Con- 


in so doing, has plainly misapprehended me in another partien- 
lar. 
a convention in Michigan, or-in any other State, or any where 
else, except in the cases specially provided for in the fifth arti: 
cle of the constitution: and am, therefore, not called pon to 
answer the Senator’s question. F do not coiceive the conven- 


tion held in Michigan to have been in obedience to an act of Cou- 
gress, or that it was called hy Congress.. Inthis master I accord 
fully with the Senator from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Buchanan, that 
. theact of last session Was a mere offer on the part of Congress 
to the-people of Michigan, which they might either accede to,.or 
reject, at their pleasure. ` Congress, in effect, says to the people 
of Michigan, we will create: you `a State of the Union u poh čer- 
tain conditions; which conditions are, that you shall meet in. 
convention, and assent to certain. territorial limits, which we 
have preacribed aa.those within which we are willing to create a 
State, The people of Michigan may either meet in convention, 
or decline itat their pleasure; and being so met, they may either 
agree {o the boundaries proposed, or refuse them, and the only 
Gonseqnences are, that in the one case they accept the terms 
offercd them by Congress, and become a State, and in the other 
rejectthem, and remaina Territory as they were before. The 
only question, therefore, which we have now to decide is, has 
Michigan accepted the terms proposed or not?. Objections are 
raised to the authority of Congress to enter mto bargains or con- 
tracts With any State in this Union: but that objection proceeds 
upon the assumption of the faet thet Michigan is now a State, 
the very point upon which the Senator from South Carolina 
and myseltare at issue. I have denied, and do still deny, that 
Michigan is a State; avd insist upon it that the very process is 
now goingon to make her so, or rather to ascertain whether she 
isso ornot. In my remarks the other day, I did not speak of 
any claim for Michivan to be a State by reason of the ordinance 
of 1784, deciaving that the portions of country situated in 
the northwestern territory should become States tipon attaining 
a certain amount of population; nor is it necessary for me to re- 
m upon that ordinance rew, for I perceive that the Senater 
| from South Carolina does not base his argument thet she isa 
tinance On the centrary, he distinctly ad- 
last she was not a Siate, but became so by 
sss in June. : 
; , I deny that any thing took place in June to give to 
Michigan-a different character from that which she bore ‘in 


January, except that the act passed in came placed it in the 
power ofthe people of Michigan, by their own action, (ta wit: 
according tothe terms of the act of Jime.) ta change their own 
character, and pass trom Territorial existence to that ofa State. 
But itis said tha in that act. speaks of her asa State, 
anda S on. Pinsisi that that act of Congress 
is altogether conditional. and t itive 
į to give her existente asa State. w me time, re- 
ceiving her into the Uni T y Claimed or: 
ever exereised hy Cong OF at Any vate, the only one sl 
can lawfully claim. or exer 3 derived from IA section 
of the 4th article of the constitution, which is as folloy Reads. J 
Fvenu ibis clause, the power of creating States. is only im: 
plied as incidental to the power of admission. and the indepen- 
dent power of creation is no where to be. found. Under. it, the 
incident merely accompanies the priocipal, and they must both 
constinite one cnt act. But this construction is objected to 
upon the ground. that it would place the Senators Repre- 
sentatives from Michi 
should be exceeding’ 
but while T stand here, in part representing a sovereign State, 
i must fearlessly perform my. duty, and assert that which T be- 
kout reference-to whom it may serve or 
ige, and nwet therefore continue. to insist 
that Congre: 2s Ne power to create a Siate for anyother 
a reception to the Trion; and, therefore, if Mich 
dy in the Uni St Something 

dto me by the 
owing that 
erof the Union. He 
of the federal consti- 
North Carolina had 
witkin the Union. 1 


n ina very awkward situation. T 
rry if this conseqrence shold fellow; 


ERG Kiila rii 
Senator from South Carolina. for the m 
a State may exi and yet not be am 


that of her own will, in egmimon with her 
Stites, thrown oFihe sbackles ofdespotism, and had ay 


Gammon with them, to seek her own interest and happiness, ac- 
cording. her own choice. With herself thereYre. was ihe 


decision, whether she would seek ikem alone or in federative 
union with the other States. Not so with Michigan: she be- 
longed in.territory.to the. Union, and her citizens owed it ale. 
glance; the ons. cortld never be transferred, ox the other dissoty- 
ed, but Dy. actual force sufficient to maintain: the few. State. 
against the power of the Unjon, or the gohzent of Congress eons. 


mbstionally give. The former ig not pretended Eur 


grens has called together a convention, who is to:contro! i? and - 


Ihave never'said that Congress has the power to convoke - 


: 1 deny has been shown 


‘With its conditions. 


“would have been well. 


Senate. f 


vito have been preperly expressed. “do 
that the case of Michigan and North Caroma are altogether dis. 


‘similar; and the accidents of he one can never be used toile 


justrate those. of the other As I said yesterday, Michigan ia 
not a State until-she complies with thë terms iinposéd at: the. . 
last session; and the question is, whether she has dene 02: 
have alveady stated what I concelye.to be a convention, so far 


-as Michigan, at least; is concerned and. can there be a donbt 


that the Ann: Arbor convention-is such án cne? 
Gentlemen inquire what we would have said if the first còn- 

tion ‘called by the Legislature hadratified the proposal of Con: 

gress? Would we have considered it valid?. Tanswer valid, 


‘most unquestionably. - We say it is totally, immaterial how. the 


convention is convened, so it is a convention. ‘The convention - 
de facto is the one which we are to consider, without inguiring 


‘intvis authority, just as we treat with the Governmentsof fo- 


reign nations... In the latter case, we donot ask how.the Go: 
yernment is constituted, or by what authority it was fortned, 
Ouronly Inquiry is, is it in point of fact the existing Govern- 
unts 


have been convoked, no oihee:convention but one called in that 
moe woult have been a fulfilment ofthe ast, or a compliance 
But, as Congress’ did not. prescribe stich 
mode, the people-of Michigan were left to the broadest latitude; 
andifthe first convention had yielded the assent vequired, all 
But there were two: conventions, and 
we aré asked which was the voice of the people? F anewer, 
both. The one spoke the voice of the people at one time, and: 
the other at another, and the last is (o be taken as the continuing 
voice of the. people until they speak again. It is so with ingi- 
viduals, Lf a gentleman offers. to seit me a horse, and T refuse 
to take him, that is-my voice then; but I may: return the. neat 
day, and agree (o'take him, and thatis my Yoice then; hut the 
last voice closes the tontract, and there is the end of the matter, 
So with Michigan. . Am offer is måde her; she refuses to'accépt 
it; that is her voice then: but another day she says Iwill accept 
it; thatishey voice then, and the compact is ratified. , But the 
Senater asks, can Congress càll a convention in South Cay 
nar Thbelieve Lhave already answered ‘this questions Datta 
do itagain. . Isay: she cannot, and -deny that she had. done so - 
in Michigan. Jt is, therefore, unnecessary. to review: the:pic- 
ture of horrors which the gentleman has sc eloquemly portray- 
et asliketly to ensue fom such an act. But the course of Mi- 
ch is said to be revolutionary, unless she be a State. This 
sthave been so if Michigan had aete.) without reference te 
rity of the United Siates; if she had claimed the right 
oY Constitution, and sing other rights of s0- 
ithont veferonce to the vatification of her acts ¥ 
But. this she ai done, but, cn the contrary, is 
now seekiag that very, ratifeation at your hands, without for a 
moment intimating. a desire of separation fronyyoy, or claiming 
an existence umsanctioned by your constitution. But it has 
been contended that Michigan, if a Staic, by holding this con- 
vention, has been guitty of a revolutionary movement, inas- 
toneh as it was pot called by the proper authority. To reply, 1 
say that F have not on'y denied, but, as Lthink, shown that Mi- 
nis nota Stare; but if she wero, Tissist ‘that, so fer as 
has any thing to do with the matter, the act would not 
udonary.. i a : 
Every State in the Union, so far ag Congres: 


s-concesned, hag 
and 
ons. 10. prosttate theif -execu- 
cistative, and jix bodes; aad put up others 
r.stead, provider, in so doing, they adhete tò the 
republican form of Government. Ir is entirely a domestic 
matter, with which the- other States have noihing to do. 
In this I am, as L think, foriiGed by one of the wisest and 
beat. state who bav ala country,” “The àu 
thority,” s: i 
tutions ove 
ple over Constitutio ` at all times neces- 
sary to be kept in mind ” The cny check’ possessed by the 
General Government over the save ty of the peaple of the 
several S must be fountin the constitution, the charter-of 
its ow) being. In that charter the General Government is re- 
dto guaranty to each Sare 2 republican form of Govern- 
i and while that-is preserved, the interference ‘of’ the 
acral Government js nnealled for, and unauthorized. -She 
has nothing to. do wilh the matter, =- 0°” oe 
Båt we have been askad what will be the result. if we make 
this convention the cof judicial inquiry? ‘The-question 
is, Tubink, altogethe ture. The vaiidity of this conven. 
tion can only be drawn into judicial inquiry, ina dispute be 
zan and a neighhoring Stare the subject of 
d to put chat -diMeuley at that. Congress 
seif incur much diff d it upon oth- 
tehe cannotsettte the matter jusiclaily; neither can she, 
y cay legislaion; interp sormountable barrier in the 
way of Thigation. to induce Michi- 
ganto estop herself from eeting up any claim to the Cisptted 
tory. {r she has succeeded, all is well; and if she has not, 
matters are only } they were. If Michigan. chooses:to 
make it a subject of fudicial inqniry, it must always'be in her 
power to do so. We may le: as exteneively, and with as 
ich Complexity, as we please, but the parties affected ty our 
i A ver they think proper, apply to the ju- 
tribunals to decide what our legialation has accomplished, 
ss bas already pasced a law pr bing ‘the limits of the 
s, thus expending. ail. the power-she possesses on 
the subject; but the efficiency of ‘this, and all othe powers, 
ninst- bea question for ever open fo judicial Investigation. We 
can pass no gag law.by. ich the parties interest 
forbidden to titiz 


a vighi to hold conventions according. to their pleasur 
when assembled. in conve! 
tive, 2 


Jan. 1837. 
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Mr. BAYARD said, that in speaking upon this subject,ghe 
hadno til will towards either Michigan or Ohio Net having 
had the honor of a seat on thai floor at the time, the bill for the 
admission of Michigan was passed, he, of course, could not 
now have any private opinion to maintain, He came to the 
consideration of the question, with a mind entirely friendly to, 
and in favor of, the demand of the State of Michigan, He was 
happy to find, from a communication, which had been made 
to the Senate, that the portion of the surplus fund which was 
dueto Michigan, on the first of January instant, was to be re- 
tained for her, until she should be admitted, so that no injury, 
thereiore, to her rights would be committed. Itwas admitted, 
on all hands, that thero could be no political motives to infu- 
ence the action of Senators on this subject. They were, there- 
fore, at liberty to exercisea fair, honest, and independent judg- 
mentia relation to the demand of Michigan. But itseemed to 
him, that this bill, with its preamble, involved the most mon- 
sirous political heresy, which tended, incidentally, to the adop- 
tion of a doctrine subversive of ali regular Government. And 
entertaining this opinion, as he did, he should vote against the 
bill. By passing this biil, the Senate would be sanctioning the 
most obnoxicns principle, and would inflict a vital injury on 
the cause of freedom. Mr. B. argued that, according to the 
provisions of the ordinance of 1787, which regulates the dispo- 
sition of the Territory northwest of the Ohio, and east of ths 
Mississippi, Michigan had no right to form a constitution at all, 
without the leave of Congress, 

Ho maintained that the convention, which was held in De- 
cember lasi, was not a convention according to the rightful 
signification of that word. It was an abuse of the term. If 

the Senate passed the bill under the present state of facts, they 
* were setting up a Most monstrous and atrocious principle. He 
contended ihat ihe first convention was legally and properly or- 
ganized, being brought together by an act of the Legis! 
The legisiative power was the only exponent of the public will. 
He asked whether any thing but a legal convention would bind 
a Sate? And whether the Senate were ready for such a doc- 
trine as had been contended for here? Theré could be. no in- 
convenience to Michigan by a little delay, and she shonid, there- 
fore, assemble another convention. That was the only reme- 
dy, in his opinion, for what lia! al cady been cone; or they 
might repeal the third section, and so admit her, Jetting the 
matter stand simply upon the enactment of Congres 
My. BROWN said, jt had not been his imention to participate 
in the debate which ha uthe utesiion then under con- 
sideration, but some do os irul b ced in its pro- 
gress, which cuailenged their most serious consideration, and 
which he, asa member or that body, would not permit to pass, 
witout giving ut ce te the scutiments of stroug disappro- 
bation with which they had been heard by him. He almeast 
Le pal after the eloquent display of the genticman from 
Delaware, (Mr. Bayard,) who had just taken his seat, of say- 
ing any thing that would interest them, or of being able, in the 
course of his remarks, to gain that atention whic that gentle- 
man had so justly merited, as well from the matier, as the 
manner, of his address 
The admiss'oa of Michigan, as a member of the Union, had, 
(said Mr. B.) been resi:ted mainly by those who oppose ft, on 
the ground, hat she is, at this time, a sovereign State. and that 
the Convention which assembled in Decersber last, and gave its 
assent t ihe terms proposed by the act of the last session of 
Congress, was not called into being, by alaw of the Legislature of 
Michigan, and is, thərefore, to be considered as irrezularand re- 
volutionary in its nate to act without suehan- 
ight examination of 
wm that, on ali ques- 
her condition, she is to 
riiary and notas a State. 
erms ofthe act of Congress, pass- 
ission into the Union, she is not 
it must 


with the t 
for here 
she e) 


ed at the 
aconfede 


versive of the authority of the General Goveriment over its 
its advocates must, of necessity, be driven to admit 
the righ: of the people of a Territory to Uirow.off the power of 
the General Government whhout its consent, aad to establish 
an independent Government at their own will and pleasure. 
Whether a State may, righiiully, secede from the Union or not, 
is aquestion about which the ablest statesmen have diticred; but 
thata Lerritory, having in itself, no sovercignty, may rightful- 
fully withdraw ir 
(unless hat y 
proposi 
a single advocate. 
time past, exercised the 
her admission mto the i 


tv of the Federal Government, 
by 


easful revolution,) is a 
tendency as to find scarcely 
It is true that Michigan has, for some 
powers of a State. preparatory to 
, Which were simply permissive, 


ren, FOr 
rposes, to be regarded in our legislation as still 
i i if this opinion be cor 
so many ap- 


all practical pt 
remaining in her Te 
rect, then the ganctuary of 
prehensivus have been expr l, 
recognising the acts of the late convention, giv 
the people of Mi prnposed by the act 
grees. The honor: Senator from Delaware hid ar: 
Sow that ihe legislative branch of a Governme. 
garded as ihe depository of the public will, and that inthe Bates 
all power nut prohibited by thes constitutions, might be exercised 
by their Legislasures, andideduces asa consequence from theprin- 
cipies which he contendad for, ‘hat the asgerabling ofa convention 
ut auhority from her Legisiaiure, was irre- 
tendency. ‘This doctrine, s-id 
Mr. B. was, in his o tically wrong. and had led to ma- 
ny of the erroneous cone ns Which had characterized the 
ye Ygsussion. The levisiative branch of a State Govern- 
ered the 2epository of the publie will of 
i y for certain purposes, and to 
à om it by the con- 


ing the assent of 
Con- 


gan, w 
guar and of revaic 


All other powers resided 
the uli 


sticut! 


auhorities of a Bata, no, not even a convention i | 
8 i power of sovereignty, and each are 
who coastiiute the sav 


mere agents of 
Tt is, therefore. derogating ra i s 
of tha pe spie of a State, to claim ior their Legisia'ure the wight 
to direct them when and how they shail proceed to assemble iy 
convention, tt sirips the sovereign power of one ef its highest 
and most powerlul attributes, and leaves it at the will of the 
agent created by tt, to decide when it may rightfully exercise 
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that power. In some of the States the power is expressly 
given to their Legislatures, to decide when a convention shall be 
called, and to provide for the manner of calling the same. 
This, of course, is a restriction by the people of those 
States, imposed by themselves, on their original right 
to assemble in convertion, through tie instrumeniality of 
primary assemblies, and which they are constiwtonall 
bound to observe. Hat no h restriction can be alleged, 
as existing in the constitution of Michigan, to prevent 
her people from assembling in convention sponianeously, 
for the purpose of expressing Ler wilingness to come into the 
Union on the terms proposed by Congress. Wer constitution 
points out the manner in which future amendinents to that 
instrument are to be rnade; bat no mode is prescribed by i: as 
to the manner in which her people are to assemble in conven- 
tion, for the purpose of being akmitted into the Union asa 
State. Asher peopte never have conterred, on any or her publi 
functionaries, this power, it, of course, remains among them, 
as belonging to that class of residuary powers with which she has 
never parted. Ifs id Mr. B. this reasoning be correct,the peo- 
pleof Michigan Auveright/ully exercised ihe power of calling a 
convention through their primary assemblies. A right con- 
secrated by the principles of the revolution, and from the exer- 
eof which some of the oldest. if not the wicest, State consti- 
tutions had sprung iuto existence. In determining this ques- 
tion, he thought it their duty, as statesmen, to disencam: 
ber it of mere questions of for and to ascertair 
stantially, what was the will of the people of Michigan 
in reference to their admission into the Union. All the 
facts before them went to prove, most conclusively, that 
it wag not only the will of a majority of them to obtain 
admission inte the Union, but that there v almost entire 
unanimity of sentiment among her citizens in favor of it. Had 
a single remonstrance been p nted from any part of that Ter- 
yitory against the proceedings of her convention? No, pora 
i e had been heard from that quarter opposed to it. 
tizens, therefore, could not feel otherwise than great! 
indebied to those who had come forward as her guardians bere, 
the dive cnlam of being admitted to a 
benefis ofeur happy Union! For himself, 
he had always been taug i s a measure of no ordi- 
nary alvamage tothe peor sed froma 
te of Territorial dependence, to the e ed condition of a 
sovereign State o our confederacy. Iwe were about todo an 
restrain the privileges of her people, 

ove us Lo construe strictly tbe powers noder 
Whiie the rule of construcion which he had just 
tid down, was applicable to such a case as the one adverted to, 
the opposite rule of giving a liberal interpretation to our powers 
was equally obligatory where the object was to enlarge the 
privileges of the c:tizen. In other words, he considered ii to be 
not oniy a safe rule in practice, but one demanded by our tree 
iustitutions, in deciding on questions in which the rights of the 
citizen are involved, whether in courts of justice or legislative 
bolies, to give a constructicn to the power nnder which they act 
that will rasher fecor than abridge these rights, 

Mr. B. said that the Senator frorn South Carolina. (Mr. Pres- 
ton,) and his honorable coadjutor from Ohio, (Mr. Morris,) had 
expressed great horror at the proceedings of the convention in 
Michigan, and coupiiug them with some other proecedings 
which have lately occurred in several of the States, have de- 
nounced each in no very measured terus. They think they see, 
in what they have chosen to characterize as tumultuary asxera- 
blazes of the -people, the overthrow of law asd order, and the 
prostration of all regulas government. The Senator from Ohio 
toid us that he had Aeard here many very extraordinary things 
in the course of this debate; and he (My. B.) would take leave 
to add, that the Senator had also said some very extraordinary 
things in the course of the observations which he had made. 
He did not hia entertaia the same fears of the great body or 
the people, which seemed so much to excite the alarms of some 
honorable gentlemen. On the contrar had been proven, not 
only by experience in this country, but in almost every other 
civilized nation, that the great body of the people are, i 
instances. more inclined to acquiesce in wrongs than to i 
them; and that in nine times outof ten, when driven to physical 
resistance, it is because every oiher means ofredress have 
ed. The doctrines which had heen advanced were ident 
with those in whieh had originated the Alien and Sedition laws, 

The federal party of that day, then, as now, (though under a 
different name at the present day) believed, or affected to be- 
lieve, that popular liberty would degenerate into lice š 
and prove incom» atible with the existence of regular Govern. 
ment. Inthis distrust and jealousy of the great body of the 
people, by the feleral party, originated, that celebrated Jaw. 
Although ifs authors had long since been expelled from pow- 
ey, and their doctrines stamped with public reprobation, the 
same spirit yet existed, and he regretted that st had tare its ap- 
pearanée agam in thisdebate. It was but the revival of the 
exploded heresies of that day. brought forward under new aug- 
pices, ang uuder new party names. The party of that day, as 
their disciples now do, arrogated to themseives all the intelli- 
gence and vyisdom. of the conntry and express dq all the appre- 
hensions from popular ce to our institutions that we now 
he: € y Jaw, på 


ls predicted 
v. B. te those who are in the 
N agiy of the intelligence of the 
the people. ufficient to point them to the 
county, to disprove the cherge. It is te 
at we are indebted for what it is. 
r the guidance of that pubiic will that it has attain- 
atmexarapled prosperity. In instituting a com 
hat publie intellig- nce which is so often de 
tom of that party o underrates it, 

iority must be acknow 
the one hand, the party clal 
as numerous 
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tion of our country. in alj probabilhy. at this day, ff its potti- 
eal destinies had been continued m the keenlag of that party 


cor 


who, in their ewn i icn, have ail the sagacious'states- 
men, and are almost € ‘ely endowed by Providence with 
the gits of imellecuial greatness? Let the eystetmatic efforts 
made by their leading statesmen, when in power, to introduce a 
system of édministrasion into ow Government modeled on 
the plan of the Knelish mor: answer, Lerthe fate of 
those countries in which the energy ofthe papular will had been 
broken down by the ascendancy of tidedsrders, anewer. From 
thé picture of what ¿t most probably would have been, under 
such auspices, the friends of republican Government were 
cheered and animated in contemplating what i? is, under the 
safer and wiser auspices of that general inteligence which 
united, forms the public will. r 

The honorable geutleman from South Carolina (Mr. Preston) 
has expressad, ja strong terms, his abhorrence of the doctrine 
contained in a letter lateky published in the newspapers of the 
United states, and written by a distinguished gentleman, re- 
centiy n member of this body. He had characierized them as 
disorzanizisz and of revolutionary tendency. Tau this he haa 
been followed, much in the same strain, by the gentleman 
from Delaware, (My. Bayard.) Mr. B. could noi but feel some 
s Urprise at their course, in bringing into discussion questions 
having no bearingon on proceedings here, and such as were 
cannected alone with the domestic scrifes or the States in which 
they had oviginaied. He felt more especially surprised, that 
gentlemen professing such a sacred regard tor, and claiming, 
as some of tiem seemed to do, almost the exclusive guardia 
ship of Siaie rights, should be found invading the limit 
Pennsylvania and Maryland, for the purpose of mingling in 
controversies which they were in no way called on to decide. 
He must be permitted to say, that their course, on this occa 
sion, was but a poor practical zammentary on their doctrines. 
Iu the remarks which he should make on this subject, 
the but followed the exarapie which had been set him. 
The gaunilet had been thrown down; and he tor one waa 
ready to join issue with gentlemen on the important question 
raised in the letter which had been so strongly denounced. 
He had the pleasure not only of a personal acquaintance with 
Mr. Dallas, the writer of the letter, but he flattered himself that 
he also enjoyed a portion ef bis personal friendship. Little 


coud he have suppoved that a gentleman universally re- 
spected for bis mild a urbane manners in private lite, and 


distinguished for wise and prudem deliberation ag a statesman, 
would have been held up here, or elsewhere, as a revolutioniat, 
ad it come 19 this, that a of this Republic could 
not expr opinion in faver of the right of the people ofa 
Staie to abolish a hank charter, acting through a convertion, 
neapacity, without subjecting himself to the 
i odnee a revoluiion? Were bank corpo- 
rations to ced as embodying in tuemselves the 
sovereign authority of the State, that it was thus dengerous to 
call in question their righ stence independent of the wiil 
of the peopie, whose legislative agents had created them? 
Gentlemen who entertain such exalted opinions of their attri- 
bues, he would say, carried their reverence much further 
than he could agree to do. They were 


epmunne better suited, 
he would say, to the subjects of arbitrary Governments, than to 
the citizens ota free Republic. 

Mr. B. said, without undertaking to defercd all the arguments 
contained in thismuch denounced letter, some of which be did 
not then recollect, net having ihe letter betore him, he wou'd 
take occasion, very expiicily, tö declare his hearty and cotire 
concurrence in the main conclusion dvawn from them. That 
conclusion asserted the right of the people of Pennsylvania, 
acting through a cuavention, in thelr sovereign capacity, to an- 
mul and abrogate the charter lately granted by the Legislature 
of that State tothe Rank ef the United, States tor the iam of 
thirty years. He well knew the ingenious subterfuge uy which 
professional astuteness had sought to escape from the force of 
this, to his mind, plainly established conclusion, by endeavoring 
ke sholter under that part of the constituuon of tue Vaned 
eshail pass any law lapais 
fo maintain that bauk char- 
sto draw them widhin tt 
y tie constituiion of the 
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States which declares that “ no S 
ing the obiigation of contracta 

ters are “ contracis,” and t 
ing of that term, as empioyed 


Si sof te docirine that they are irrey 
bya we been driven to advance subiieties 


refinements better suited to that age of ecclesiastical ingenuity 
in which the statutes of mortmain were sought to be evaded, by 
that order of men, to perpetuate teir ascendancy, than io the 
present day of enlightened constitu mal treedom. Ke did net 
believe that any of the em) writ 
ia defining the nature and powers of 
ivyed their chariera i the nature of contracts 
authority ranting ikem, and the individi 
On the contrary. they had been 
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peua - 
“thirty years, why not for five hondred? If for five hundred, 
T bak var psiuity? Such are the absurd consequences in- 
“to which t'ac advocates of this dectrine-are inevitably driven; a 
doctrine, the practica} cffect of which is to put aside the will of 
” the supreme authority of a State, and to substitute in its place 
a Government of corporations! \ Nothing, he said, appeared to 
his mind more strikingly preposterous than the idea that a 
State, which may change or abolish. its fundamental law at 
pleasure, which may pull down and resonstruct, in such way 
as it chooses, the legislative, executive, or judiciary depart 
ments of its Government, cannot exercise the power of abolish 
ing a charter created by an act of ils Legislature. Tt has often 
` been contended that a judge, appointed during good behavier, 
held his office in the nature of a contract between himself and 
the Slate. He, onhis part, undertaking to perform certain du- 
ties.in conaideration of a fixed salary, to be paid by the State, 
yet few, if any, had been bold enough, in any of the States, to, 
deny thata convention of the people could abolish the office, if 
-it was their pleasure to do so. If they possessed the power to 
do the one, which power had been in many. instances exercised 


in. different States, it seemed to follow, as a necessary conse- p 


quence, that they were competent to do the other: , 
Mr, B. said, conceding fora moment to the advocates of this 
doctrine; that privileges granted to banking corporations were 
in the nature of contracts, yet. he contended that it was of the 
very essence ol those contracts, and an implied condition which 
entered into them when made, that the people, in their sovereign 
capacity, could dissolve thom when they saw fit soto do, ‘Lhis 
original right of the people of a State to judge of, and abolish 


sucb measures as they may deem destructive of their liberties ` 


or happiness, isa principle which lays at the root of popular in- 
stitutions; apd if surrendered, converts the Government of a 
State substantially into an oligarchy. If this doctrine were once 
established, then the eidizens òf a State under our confederacy 
would be, in that respect, in an infinitely worse condition than 
the aubjects ofthe English monarchy. There the Parliament 
may dissolve corporations in virtue of its legis tive power, 
when, in its opinion, they are of mischievous tendency in respect 
to the public interests. And yet in no country on earth had the 
doctrine in favor of vested rights been carried further than in 
that. There the subject may be relieved, by the power of Par- 
liament, from the burthen of a corporation deemed ruinous to the 
public interesis; butshere the citizen, according to this modern 
dogtrine, can find no relict, not even in aconvention of the peo- 
re one, he said, entertained amore sacred regard for the rights 
of private property than himself, It was the imperative duty 
of Government to protect it against either fraud or violence. 
The power contended for to revoke charters, involved no such 
consequence. Av act granting charters of incorporation was 
Roba grant of property to the corporators, but simply a grant 
of privilege, Us repeal did not take from them their money ov 
other roporty, but took from them merely the privilege to 
use itin a corporate capacity, It was undoubtediy the duty of 
the State to restore, in such event, whatever sum uf money 
may have besu paid it for such privilege. i 
While he felt tho most sacred regard for the rights of private 
property, aud betieved that in no country was it more secure 
than this, yer he could not but express his strong repagnance to 
the extravagant and aterming claims ser up in Dbehall of indivi- 
duals holding official stations, and in behalfof chartered com- 
panies, under the pica ol vested rights. Hf the ‘avagant ex- 
tent to which itis contended for of tate is acquiesced in, it was 
quite clear to his mint thar the people, under this ingenious de. 
vico, would soon be dives/ed of the greater portion of their 
rightsw In proportion us the wealth of the country increased, 
tha advocates of this doctrine were becoming more and more 
embeldened in their claims to power. Doctrines se y ven 
tured to be hinted at some years ago, aro now openly asserted, 
and those who consider it their duty. to oppose them, are de- 
honncad with overweening insolence aadisorganizersand revolu- 
Ta jonists, I is butan exhibition here, of the same spirit that is 
to be found making war against popular rights on the other sideor 
the Atlantic. Iris the sarne spirit hore, advocating an extension 
ofthe doctrine of vested rivhts, that is heard raising its voice 
there in behalf of pre u rights, established charch, and 
titled orders, An alarmi ja attempted to be gotten up by ‘the 
> adlvocates of these extraordinary doctrines, (said Mr. B) by 
raising th that the rights of property are in daiger. low, he 
wonlil ask, hy whom aro tbey endangered? 'T 


of the as tural community are infinitely more odin 
the value and am umt of property owned throughout the coun- 
# wry, than all (he stock-jobbers and moneyed rations put 
together. “he great bady of the people are, there at i 


as much concerned in preserving law, order, aod the rieh 
property, as those who vainly imagine that they shen S 
constitute the country. UW there be any class of revoluvonists 
in this counivy, it is not those who stand up in behalf of its an- 
cient rights against the new claims to power got up under the 
plea of vested rights, xt (hey are the practt a) revolutionists 
who endeavor to subject the Government of the people toa Go- 
vernment of corpora: . 

The remedy proposed by Me. Darras wasin strict accor. 
dance witt law aud order It was neither reyoln zwy in its 
principles, nor dit it, in-the remotest degres, resemble nullifea- 
tion. Tt did not maintain thata convention, in deciding on the 
powers of corporations, would execute its own decisior , inde. 
pendent of aii other authority.. On the contrary, it expressly 
Jooked to, and acknowledged the Supreme Courto” the United 
States, aa the tribunal Possessing competent power to seitle and 
adjuc ite the case which might arise outaf this question. 'Phis 
much, Mr. P, said, he had deemed it his duty to say, in defence of 
principivs, that he considered of vital Importance, not to one 
State alone, bu’ to all, and in defence of an absent gentleman. 
wiyose opinions he thought had been most uncoury ously and 
unwarrantably assailed on that foor: “Hehad too much respect 
for himself, ag well as the Stace of Pennsylvania, to volunteer any 
opinion of his, as to the course she ousht to pursuc. Te had 
enly argued to show what power a State might exercise right- 
fully; in such a case ho had not expressed an Opinion as to 
what she ought? to do. à 7 

The honorable gentleman from South Carolina, (My, Pres- 
ton,) and most of those who had followed him othe same 
side in this debate, afer characte ung the proc which 
he had just reviewed as revointic rary and isa ing, and 
likely to lead ‘to, the overthrow of regular gov T 
voyed to wace back the canses to the doctrines of the party 
friendly te the present administration, and to lihem ac: 
tonntable to the country for the Consequences. Afr. B. said 
Shat-he must ‘be permitted to say, that lectures from that 
. Wafer: en law ard order came with no very goed grace. 


mont, endea.~ 


From whom, he would ask, were the friends of the administra- 
tion to be now instructed in the propriety of good government, 
and the necessity of maintaining law and order? If he mistook, 
not, sume of the same gentiemen now kindly proffering this 
instruction, took upon themselves the character of political 
missionaries in the memorable panic session; ‘and, leaving their 
seats in this: chamber, were heard in the cities of Philadelpbia 
and’ Baltimore, encouraging popular assemblies to open re- 
sistance to the constituted authorities of the country, by the 
most impassioned appeals to their feelings. It was on those oc- 
` casions.that the Chief Magistrate of the nation was deneunced as 
an “usurper” and “lawless tyrant.” Tt was on those occasions 
that it was declared, that there were no “Sabbaths in revelu- 
tions,” and the constituted authorities hetd up more as objects 
fit for public vengeance, than deserving respect and obedience, 

He congratulated gentemen on their recovery of notions more 

favorable to regular Government and good order, and trusted 

that the change would not prove of momentary duration but 
permanent, He, however, must protest, for one, against in- 
structions vom that quarter, either as to the one or the other, 

Mr. B. in conclusion, begged pardon of the Senate for having 
digressed, in the course of his remarks, Into the discussion of 
questions noi strictly relevant to the subject befere them. The 
introduction of these topics by gentlemen on the other side of 
“the question, aud the important bearing they had sought to give 
them, would, he trusted, furnish his apology, and acquit him 
and his friends of having on this occasion gratuitously intro- 
duced them. 

Mr. NILES said that he hoped the Senate would not be 
alarmed at his rising, as he had ao intention of going into a 
general discussion of the subject before the Senate, which, he 
had reason to suppose, was tired of the debate, and anxious for 
the question. It was not his purpose to detain the Senate by 
any regular argument, even upen whatappeared to him to be 
the real question before them, and much less to discuss the 
numerous topics which had been drawn into the debate. Of 
-the politics of Pennsylvania, or Maryland, he had no wish to 
speak; his only object was, to submit a few remarks on. one 
point, somewhat connected with the subject before the Senate, 
and whichinvolyed a fundamental principle in our iastitations, 
Mr, N. said he had witnessed the course this debate had taken 
with some surprise; great principles had been drawn into dis- 
cussion not necessarily belonging to the subject, and sentiments 
expresse], and doctrines maintained, which he had heard with 
no small degree of astonishment aud regret; he could hardly 
realize that he was in the American Senate, and, at this en- 
lightened period, when the principlesoys free Governments were 
supposed to he well understood and well settled. In view of 
what be had wimessed in this debate, he felt it his duty to 
allude to a fact, which, whether agrecable to hear or uot, he be- 

« lieved ought not to be entirely overlooked. Sir, said Mr. N. 
for some years past, the American Senate, the most important 
branch of this Goverument, a co-ordinate branch of the Legis 
lature, ant po ng a portion of the executive and judicial 
authority, has not enjoyed the confidence of the people of the 

United States; and he fearol, greatly feared, that what had 

fken place on the bill before us, was not calculated to Increase 
or strengthen the public confidence. Are we to be told that 
` the people have decided inconsiderately, rashly, and unjustly? 
This will not do. Unless he was entirely mistaken, the princi- 
ples which had been asserted, and the doctrines that had been 
so strendousiy maintained, would be received with somo asto- 
nishnrent by the people of this country. 

‘The question, before the Senate, he regarded as a very simple 
one; H was really a ynestion of fact; mer ly, Whether the con- 
dition of the act of Cong of last sessiau, providing for the 
admiasion of Michigan into the Union, had been complied with, 
In considering this question, gentlemen had gone into the first 
prinetpies of government, and made what he regarded a bold 
attack on popular power, on the fundamental prinesple of 
popular sovereiguty, which lies at the foundation ov all our 
Institutions, 'Phese doctrines were rather antiquated; they be- 
longed to the school of the Restoration in England, and the politi- 
cal writings of Sir Robert Filmore; they were the present doc- 
trines of the conservatives in all the Govornmonts in Europe, 
of the advocates of arbitrary power, and of existing abuses 
however flagrant. Batin this uny it Was not necessary to 
trace them so far; it was not necessary to go back beyond the 
memorable period of 798; th re ut 
of the periad in ourpoliacal h 
ately'cailed the “r 


What were the doctrines of that day; the doctrmes to which 
the alien and-sedition laws and other kindred measures owed 
their origin? Ife would refer the gentlemen to them, and the 
speeches hy which they were attempted to be maintained. The 
speeches we have heard are of the same character, maintaining 
the same principles, and breathigg the same spirit, but it will be 
no disparagementto any one who bas taken partin this dehate 
to say, thatthe heresies of that day, have not. heen defended 
with'more spirit ov ability now, than they were then. Then 
their advocates were able, experienced, talented, distinguished 
and illustrious men; one of them bearing an intimate relation to 
the Senator from Delaware. hey put. forth their whole 
agth, and staked their all, politically—the ascendeney oftheir 
party, and their individual prospects, on the support of the same 
doctrines we have heard mentioned on tiese occasions. But 
they failed, and the cause of democracy triumphed. 

And what were those doctrines? They were, that the people 
could not be trusted; Lhatihey were their own worst_enemies: 
that all the disorders, real or imaginary, that prevailed, were 
attributable to a wild spirit of democracy—to popular phrensy. 
An konest but fearless expression of opinion, concerning mén 
and measures, was denounced as a spiri: of insubordination, 
disorganization, and vrank jacobinism. A distinguished leader 
of that po now no more, belonging to a neighboring State to 
his own, a gifted son of genius, a brilliant star in the constella- 
tion of that day, whose impassioned, fervid and glowing elo- 
qnence has never been surpassed in the halls of Congress, de- 
clared what were the evils and the remedy. J allude (said Mr. 
N.)to Fisher Ames He declared that the disease, which threat 
ened general and universal ruin to our institutions, and our 
future Prospects, was rooted deep; that it had found its way 
into the-very hearts of the people. This disease wag democracy. 
I was the will and sovereignty of the people. “Itwas not that 
the skin was blistered, but their very bones were carious.” Yeg 
tae people were corrupt even to their. bones. In his fertile and 
vivid imagination, he conjured up and predicted greater evils 
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for his country, which were te fow em this wild spiritof de- 
mocracy, than have been portrayed on the present occasion. 
His country was t be visited with el! the horrors of 
the French revolution; anarchy, -confusion and bloodshed 
were to desolate the land; and in the federal visions of that day 
the ghosts of Robespeirre, Danton and Marat were seen flitting 
through our atmosphere. The disease of that period was 
democracy; thé people were said to be rising up te overthrow 
the Government, and destroy. those noble institutions which 
they themselves had established. And it was the aim of those 
in authority to put down that wild spirit of democracy. by the 


Strong arm of powet, and to maintain their authority, not 


through the public will, and as an emanatien from it, but in 

opposition to it—in defiance of it. It was for this purpose that 

the alien and sedition laws were passed. And why is it (said 

Mr.. N.) that these laws, and particularly the latter, have become ` 
a stench in the nostrils of the people; that for nearly forty years 

they have borne the stamp of universal reprobation upon their 

face—the decp and indelible stamp of infamy, which will go 

down to the latest posterity, or as long as there isa single spark 

of liberty in the hearts.of the American people? Is the execra- 

tion in which those jaws are held to be charged to their being 

unconstitutional? Far from it. A large portion of the legisla- 

tion of Congress has been charged with being in violation of the 

consitution; and the alien and sedition acts were declared to be 

constitutional, not only by Congress, but by the Executive and 

Judiciary. No: the infamy which has attached to those obnox.- 

ious acts, did not proceed from their being unconstitutional, 

whether they are sọ or uot, The people do not form opinions 

so unreasonably, or unjustly. We must look for the eause of 
opprobium to a different source, to the true character and de- 

sign ofthose laws. They were regarded as a premeditated and 

high-handed attack upon, popular power, a deadly blow at the 

sovereignty of the people; a bold and daring attenipt to over. 

throw the public will; to put down popular opinion, and to rule 

the country regardless of it, The were considered as an at- 

tempt to change the very element of the Government, which is 

founded on public opinion, and convert it into a Governmentof 
force. i 

But that great scheme failed; and are its exploded, repro- 
bated doctrines now to be revived? Are we now to be told that 
there is no political power remaining in the people? that, hav- 
ing established, and putin operation, Governments, they have 
parted with all political power whatever; that they cannot re- 
Vise or new model this form of Government they have them- 
selves established, unless in pursuance of a provision in. tho 
constitution, or in accordance with a law of the Legislature? 
This is maintaining that sovereignty resides in the constituted 
authorities, and not in the people at large; it is raising the crea- 
ture above his creator, the agent above the principal. Itis Ox: 
alting the Legislature above, and making it independent of, the 
consiituent body. 

‘The constitutions of most of the States contain some provision 
for altering or amending them; some through the agency ef a 
convention, and some otherwise. But such constitutional pro- 
vision is not inconsistent with, and cannot take away, the right 
and power of the people, acting in their primarily, original capa- 
city, to change their system of government. This is a right 
which they have not delogated, and which, of course, must abide 
with the people at large. Conventions of the people may be 
called, and often are, in pursuance of a law of the egislature; 
yet thisisa mere matter of convenience. Rut docs the law con. 
fer on them their power? That is the question. If it does, then 
a legislature can grant to another body greater power than it 
possesses itself; even the power to change or destroy thoge very 
forms under which it exists; a power to destroy the Legislature 
itself. This is preposterous, and shows the absurdity of the 
prisciple contended for. If a convention does not derive its 
pewer from the Legislature, from whence can it derive it, ex- 
cept from the people? What is a convention? Is it not a body 
representing the people in their primary, elementary capacity, 
and wholly independent of the Legislature and ‘constituted 
authorities? If this is not the true idea of a convention of the 
people, he should like to be informed what a convention ia. The 
Senator from South Carolina (Mr. Preston) asks who, and what 
are the people? He was Surprised at such an inquiry from any 
quarter, and still more thatit should come from one who haa 
hadso much to do with conventions, and attempts to’call ferth 
the latent energies of State rights and popular power. He did 
not understand the Senator’s answer to his own question, fur- 
ther than his declaration that he himself @Mr. P.) was one of 
the people. The inquiry, however, was, he thought, easily 
answered. The people, in one sense, are the whole population 
ofa Btate; but in a political sense, the people were that portion 
of the population which possessed the political power in a State: 
itdid not mean women nor children, but the whole Body of citi- 
zens With whom the political power of a State resided. i 

He believed this to be the true theory of our Government; and 
hedeemed it of the utmost importance that first principles 
should not be perverted. Is there any danger from ‘this 
theory, which recognises the sovereign power as abiding 
in the people at large? On this point our judgment was 
not left without a guide, or forced to rest on arguments enly. 
The State Governments had been in operation sixty years, and 
the Federal Union nearly half a century, which had shed a flood 
of light on the principles and tendencies of free institutions, Are 
we to shut our eyes against their influence, and still grope our 
way in the dark? Is the question settled, or isit yet in contro- 
versy, whether the people are safe depositories of power? On 
this question he would appeal to the experience of the last fifly 
years. Is the danger on theside of the people, or on the side:of 
their politicalagents? Is power more dangerous with the many, 
or in the hands of the few? He would appeal to the history of 
the country the last half century to settle these questions. “Are 
we to heed every false cry ofalatm? @ne says, Lo! here isdan- 
ger! another says, Lo! there is danger! But what says expe- 
rience? He who gives a wrong direction to the public mind in 
regard to the source from whence danger ts to be apprehended 
does a real injury to the cause of freedom. From whence have 
come the evils which have existed, and the dangers that haye 
threatened us? Have they sprung from the people, or from the 
abuse ef the power and confidence entrusted to their ‘agents, the 
constituted authorities, which we have just been told are the only 
safe depositories of power? c, said Mr. M. there have been 
periods of danger-to our institutions, if not to the Jiherties of 
the country—periods of doubt, darkness and gloom; when clouda 
springing up in the East, which spread until their length and 
breadth darkened: our whole horizon, and charged with gather. 
ing and fearful thunder bolts which threatened te burst upon our 
county with deso-aiing fury. We have heard much in this 
debate of cenventions of the people, of the Baltimore convention 
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of caucuses, and of the danger of these popular movements; 
büt we have heard nothing of conventiens not originating with 
the people; we have heard nothing of the Hartyord convention. 
Sir, whatever may liave been the guilt or the danger of that 
convention, and he believéd thers was much of both, it did not 
spring from the.people, but from the Legislatures, the constituted 
authorities, those only safe depositoriés of power, of four or five 
States of this Union, where the people are distinguished for 
their sober, moral and religious character. Shall we te toldthat 
thé pedpls approved and encouraged these proceedings? This he 
knew had beer! said, but the whole truth should be told. So 
far as the people did participate,they were stimulated and goaded 
on by their leaders, who composce the constituted authorities. 
Their passions were inflamed, their fears aroused, their cu- 
pidity stimulated, their prejudices appealed to, and every art 
and artifice resorted to, aided by a formidable array of talents, 
wealth, and offisial station, to deceive, mislead, and hurry 
along the people into their violent and factious measures. 
The people Were not to blame; the guilt, be it more or less, 
must rest on the heads of those who deceived and betrayed 
them, Sir, is was the peoplé, a minority of the people, who, 
more than any other cause, arrested tiese rash and dangerous 
measures, moderated their violence, and cliccked their ex- 
cesses. During that dark and gloomy period of the late war, 
that bold and honest minority (despised, insulted, and abused 
as it. was) breasted’ the storm of faction at home, rallied 
around your Government here, and strengthened the arm of 
power, When weakened by wide-spread disaffection and frightful 
dissensions. He was proud to say that he was one of that 
minority. 

Sir, (said Mr. N.) at a morë řecent period there have been 
clouds in another quarter, which have lowered over us, por: 
tending evil to the Republic. There have been disorders and 
conventions at the South; conventions originating from the 
State authorities, those safe depositories of power. He might 
speak of the character and danger of those proceedings, but he 
forbore. The bare allusion to them answered his purpose. 
He could speak with more freedom of transactions in his own 
section of the Union. 

The doctrine which he was combatting was at war with the 
great principles of the glorious American Revolution; and, if 
true, these States ought still to be Colonics, and all of us sub- 
jects of Great Britain. He knew that was regarded as a revo- 
lutionary movement, but it was a revolution founded on the 
great principle of the right of the people to “throw off the 
forms to Which they had been accustomed, and to provide new 
guards for their seciurity”—the right to change or abolish their 
Government, and institute one more in conformity to their pre- 
sent wants. What is to be feared from the peopic? What 
motives have they to abuse the sovereign power? The danger 
to’ our institutions and liberties is nott frem the people, but 
from their agents, the constituted authorities, where alone it is 
said the sovereign power can safely be repased. The danger 
is here, in these halls, and in the halls of the State Legislatures, 

In regard to the particular question before the Senate, he had 
but a word to say. If there has been any thing wrong or dan- 
gerous on the part of the people of Michigan, the wrong ori- 
ginated here, and the blame is justly chargeable upon Con- 
gress. What they have done has been in pursuance of our 
own law. The act of last session providing for the admission 
-ofMichigan into the Union, prescribes a condition, which 
was, that the boundaries we had given to the State should 
be assented to by the people of Michigan, through a con- 
vention of delegates to be chosen for that purpose. It 
is true the word “State” is used, but that was only descrip- 
‘tive, for Michigan was not then a State, in the ordinary sense of 
the term; although she was aSiate for certain purposes. The 
assent was to come from the peeple, and through a convention 
of delegates, to be chosen by them for that purposo. The act 
required to be done, was altogether a popular act; it was to be 
an act of the people in their primary, original, elementary ca- 
pacity, without any reference to any action on the part of the 
existing aathorities of Michigan. Tad the assent been given by 
the first convention, called by the Legislature, he concurred 
with the Senator from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Buchanan) in the 
opinion that it would have been valid, and a compliance with 
yourlaw. The interference of the Legislature did not change 
the character of the convention; it was a convention of the peo- 
ple, and its assent would have been the assent of the people. 
But the interference of the Legislature was a mere matter of 
convenience or form; it did not alter the substance of the pro- 
ceeding, for the convention could derive none of its pow 
ers fyom the Legislature; they came from the people, as the 
fountain and source of all political power, Your law had refer- 
red the question to them, and whether they held a convention 
‘according to a rule prescribed by the Legislature, or in seme 
other mode, is of no importance. In either case, the question, 
and he thought the only question, is, have the people of Michi- 
gan given their assent? ‘This is a mere quostion of fact. Was 
the convention of Ann Arbor, a convention of the people of 
Michigan, and authorized to express their assent to the boun- 
dary? Of this he ceuld see no reason to doubt; we have at 
least prime facie evidence that it was: there is indced much 
stronger evidence of the fact. The circumstance that there is 
no opposition, no remonstrance from any portion of the popu- 
lation of Michigan, was, to his mind, the strongest evidence that 
the second convention did emanate from, and truly represent, 
the people of Michigan, and had rightfully and properly given 
their assent to the boundary as required by the act of Congress. 
He would apologise for having detained the Senate much 
longer than he intended, and thanked them for their attention. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said that this was the only bill he had 
seen in that Senate, during his term of service, which had a 
preamble attached to it. It was his opinion fthat it was wholly 
unnecessary. However, it was deemed necessary by some gen- 
tlemen, for the sake of some argument or elucidation, to insert 
the preamble; but why, or wherefore, he did not apprehend. 
Did this preamble, he asked, vary and alter the construction of 
the law? Was it not the same with, or without it? Had he been 
present when the bill was reported, he would have opposed the 
adoption of the preamble; because it did not tell the truth, and 
the whole truth. It bore upon its face what the lawyers called a 
suspressioveri. Now, if the Senate were right in supposing 

thatthe convention of December last, was a legitimate and 
constitutional assembly, and that its procecdings were walid 
and binding, did the striking out, or retaining of ths preamble 
-affect the deliberations of the convention, one way or the other? 
Jie thought not. Michigan had precluded herself from no right 
py it, and a right would -be binding upon her, whether the pre- 
amble should be retained or not. Was not that very clear? 
Then, why retain it? Gentlemen had much better Jay it aside, 


and by making ne allusion to it, they would avoid all the ques- 
tions upon which they had been so long debating. If there was 
o he a preamble at all, it was proper, as the Senator from Ohio 


Mr. Morris) had said, that it should contain a true and complete: 


history of the whole proceeding. He (Mr. C.) would vote 
for the preamble, provided all the facts were introduced; or, if 
the question should be řade, he would vote for striking it out. 
He thought that all parties might consistently do that. He ex- 
pressed his anxiety for the speedy admission of Michigan into 
the Union; and said that he was then prepared to vote for the 
bill, and trusted that gentlemen would concur with him in 
opinion that there was no necessity for the insertion ofa pream- 


e. 

Mr. FULTON said: Mr. President, it isnot without reluctance 
that Lask the indulgence of the Senate at this late hour. After 
the full and able discussion to which I have been an attentive 
Jistener, and from which I have derived so much instruction, 
I feel incapable of shedding any new light upon the subject. 
Lut betore the vote is taken upon the amendment proposed by 
the honorable Senator from Ohio, to the preamble to the bill 
upon your table, I feel it to be my duty to state the grounds 
upon which I am compelled to vote for the bill with the pre- 
amble proposed by the honorable Chairman of the Judisiary 
Committee. 

Lowe my thanks, sir, to the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky, for bringing us back to the subject under discussion; and 
as Ishall confine myself strictly ta the points involved im the 
consideration of the bill upon the table, I desire not to occupy 
much of the time of the Senate, when iis patience must he so 
nearly exhausted, in presenting the grounds which shall de- 
termine my vote upon the question. My reason, six, for pre- 
ferring the original preamble to the bill, is, because } consider 
that in this matter the United States stand in the attitude of a 
mediator between the sovereign State of Michigan on the one 
hand, and the States of Ohio, Indiana. and Hlinois on the other. 
I believe, sir, that the intervention of Congress at the last ses- 
sion, whether rightful or otherwise, has been the means of 
bringing to a happy termination a most alarming and dificult 
disputeon the subject of boundary between sovereign States, 
and which it is now our duty to maintain by all the meane in 
our power. If, six, the amendment proposed by the honorable 
Senator from Ohio shali prevail, it will, to say the least of it, 
producea doubt as to the binding force of the act of the State 
of Michigan, in which she has given her consent to thesettlement 
of the boundary as proposed to her by Congress. Believing, 
sir, that the sovereign pewer is in thé people of Michigan, 1 
held them to be capable of making au entire new constitution; 
and to be able to do so, without following the plan pointed out 
in her present constitution for amending that instrument. If 
the people ofany State in this Union have adopted a constitu- 
tion, by which they afterwards find they are grievously cp 
pressed, it is their right, it is their duty, to annul it, in a peacea- 
ble manner if possible, and to adoptsuch a form of Government 
as they may approve of, No people are free, no Government 
is democratic, when the great body of such people are forced 
to submit to be oppressed. But, sir, even admitting that such 
a change of Government as 1 have mentioned be considered 
revolutionary, yet isit not susceptible of being sanctioned and 
adopted hy the soverciga power of the State, and all the validity 
given to it, as it it were lawful in its origin. : 

Hut, sir, [consider that the settlement of this boundary question 
has not changed the constitution of Michigan. Itis true thatthe 
Territory within which that constitution is to operate, asalso the 
people to be governed by it, are somewhat changed; but the 
forni of the Government itself, 13 not altered in auy respect what- 
ever. Lbelreve sir, that it is in the power of a State to settle a 
question of boundary by commissioners, or in any other man- 
ner which she may eithorize; and that in the present instance, 
the people of Michigan have acted upon the question in their 
sovereign capacity, and have solemnly determined by their 
delegates in convention, to surrender a disputed portion of ter- 
titory upon their southern border to the States of Ohio, Jodiana, 
and Illinois; and have acquired a tract of country upon their 
northern border, over which the constitution of Michigan isnow 
operating in full force; ang that the country and the people in- 
cluded within the limits established by the last convention, Bow 
cong itute the State of Michigan. Iam at a loss te perceive the 
object aimed at, in wishing t0 five impertance te the procecd- 
ings of the convention which refused to act upon the boundary 
question. Its being convened by the authority of the Represen- 
tatives of the people, cannot make it a more valid convention 
than the one convened by the authority ofthe people themscl vos. 
And certainly the last act of the people is the ane which we 
ought to regard as most obligatory upon them at thistime, I 
am aware, sit, of the difliculdes which existed. This boundary 
question had well nigh involved the contending parties in civil 
war, The Federal Goverement had interposed, and had endeca- 
vored, by all the means in her power, to prevent bloodshed, She, 
perhaps, even claimed mor power than she posscased, if she 
attempted to fix the boundarics of either a State or Territory, if 
such boundary had been previously established. She, however. 
was performing the part of @ peace maker, and in that sacred 
characters, we should regard her acts with the utmost liberality. 
Tam, therefore, prepared to give to the act of the last session of 
Congress, all the farce it is possible to give it. Under & 
ciyeiunstances, it is not be wondered at, that the people of Mick 
gan at first refused to yield their consent. | Excited as they were, 
and unwilling to give up a portion of territory they werc anxious 
to held, their consent to the change was dificult to obtain. After 
cool and mature deliberation they did at last give their consent to 
ihe establishment of the boundaryasit had becn proposed tothem. 
And, sir, can it now be questioned that the people of Michigan, 
consider themse!ves bound by the act of the last convention which 
fixed their boundaries? Do we hear a murmur frem any quar- 
ter? Have any portion of the people, however small, protested 
against the proceedings of that convention? Is there asingle 
citizen of Michigan, who asks us to disregard the boundaries it 
has established? Not one, sir, so far as Lam informed. . 

Now, sir, believing as I do, that Michigan was a sovereign 
State from the moment that Congress acknowiedged heras such, 
and that she has been induced forthe sake of peace, and also to 
obtain her weight in the councils of the nation, to consent to the 
establishment of the limits by which an unfortunate dispute is 
for ever put to rest between her and three of her sister States, 
Jam anxious that every thing shall be done on our part to se- 
cure the maintenance of the boundaries so established, and to 
quiettor ever this distracting question, T wish to held Michigan 
to the termes she has consented ta, and to bind her to the observ- 
ance of her limits as established by the conveution held at Ann 
‘Arbor, Iam, therefore, extremely anxious that in the present 
action of Congress upon this subject, we should show to the 


ind of Michigan, (for, sir, I consider her in all respects and in* 
ependent State, and capable of perfoming every act of sove 
reignty which the other States of this Union are capable of) that 
we intend to hold her to the boundary she has now established. 
Michigan has fixed her boundaries as an independent State, and 
it therefore becomes our duty so to actin passing the bill to 
entitle her representativeso take their seats in Congress, as to 
prove to her, that we consider her bound to adhere to the boun- 
daries she has so established. With these views I shall support 
the preamble attached to the bill presented by the honorable 
Chairman ofthe Judiciary Committee. 

e question of boundary was one which proper! gi 
to:the States and the Territory of Michigan lit bee tau 
had been permanently fixed) who were interested in the ques- 
tion. Butasthe northern boundary of Michigan had not been 
established, Congress had the right to define her boundaries at 
any time before her independence was acknowledged. After 
that acknowledgment, this right would have ceased but for the 
condition prescribed in the act of the last session of Congress; 
and, sir, the wisdom of that act is now fully ptoved by thé happy 
consequences which are about to result from it, 

1 entertain some views, Mr. President, in relation to the ad- 
mission of States into the Union, which perhaps are different 
from those of others. The territory of the United States com- 
prehends all that portion of country included within the limits 
of the United States, and all the inhabitants within those boun- 
daries are American citizens, and citizens of the Union, When- 
ever a portion of this territory, with the people inhabiting it 
are organized into a Territorial form of Government, a depen- 
dent State is created by the Government of the United States. 
These citizens lose none of thir rights as American citizens, 
excepting that they consent, by submitting to be citizens of a 
dependent Stale, to a temporary denial of certain privileges, 
which they would have a right to exercise if they were citizens 
of an independent State. They are formed into a separate 
community—their limits are, or ought to be, defined, and the 
right of jurisdiction within those limits is surrendered to 
them; they are vested with legislative power; and, by degrees, 
are invested with all the powers of self government. A com- 
pact is thus entered into between the parent Government, and 
the dependency, by which the rights and privileges of the citi- 
zens of the latter hecome so completely vested, that any act on 
the part of the parent Government, changing the limits or 
abridging those rights, powers, and privilezes secured to them 
by the compact, or organic law, would be such an act ofin 
justice as would justify resistance on the part of the depen- 
dency. ‘Thisembryo State, sir, the moment the parent Govern- 
ment releases her from the obligations imposed by the organic 
law, and authorizes her to form for herself her fundamental 
Jaw, and establish her own form of governsnent, becomes an 
independent State; and being within the limits of the United 
States, and her ciiizens bheing American citizens, she becomes, 
also, a member of the confederacy, The United States have 
only to see that her form of government is republican, and tho 
State, in making her constitution, forms it as a member of the 
confederacy, under the obligations imposed by the Constitution 
of the United States. : 

To admit a foreign State, Congress could not act upon the 
subject, unless she presented herself with republican form ot 
Government; but of what avail is it for Congress to examine 
the constitution of a State, composed of American citizens, 
who owe allegiance to the Federa! Government, and who are 
bound in forming their constitution to make itin strict confor- 
mity to the requirements of the Federal Constitution? A State 
in making er altering her constitution, does so at her peril, 
and our only security against a_ violation of the constitution ia 
this particular by any of the Stacesof this confederacy is, that 
the United States are bound to see that the constitutions of all 
the States are republican. 

Tconsider, Mr. President, that the delay which has taken 
place, in the acknowledgment by Congiess of the rights of Mi- 
chigan, is an act of great injusticetoher. T consider, sir, that 
we havenothing to do but to acknowle her rights,and that 
every moment this is delayed. we are tireatening the integrity 
of the Union. If we reject her now, oy longer refuse to her 
Senators and Representatives their right to their seats in the 
two branches of Congress, we will be guilty of anact caculat. 
ed to bring about a dismemberment of this happy Union. We 
have surrendered to her the right of domain, and the sovereign- 
ty of the soil within her limits, and if we continue to persist 
inan attemptto bind- her by laws which she has no part in 
making, she will be justified in setting herself up as an indepen. 
dent foreign power; and in claiming the right of propeity to 
all the pubiic lands within her limits, and in throwing open 
her ports te all the world. This, sir, is the dilemma in which we 
will place ourselves, by refusing to acknowledge the rights of 
Michigan. Let us then hasten the final action upon thissub- 
ject, and pass, without further delay, the bul upon your table: 

Mr. CALHOUN rose and said, that he wes willing and anx- 
ious for the admission of Michigan into the Union as soon as 


possible. No Senator on that floor could be rnore so than him- 
self. Ye had last evening offered an amendment to the bill, 


with the view of removing some difficuitics at presens in the 
way of her admission, but the Senate had seen proper to cut it 
off, He would now proceed to give his views on the bill before 
them. He must say, then, that, in his opinion, no measure had 
ever been presented to the Senate of the United States more 
unconstitutional, and more dangerous, than the ene now before 
it. It weakened our system in its weakest parts, where, too, 
they required more strengthening—more support: and where, 
if our system falls, it will fall first, and be attended with more 
disastrous consequences. He maintained that Michigan was a 
Siate, while many honorable Senators denied this position, 
The advorates of the bill had been compelled to deny that fact, 
in order to make a forced argument. They had taken issue 
upon that point—upon that matter of fact—“Is Michigan a 
State? x 
Never was a body of men more committed on an act, more 
estopped, than the majority wha support this bil. T hey were 
estopped from denying that fact. The terms of ihe bili before 
the Senate at the last session, and which was worded with ex- 
jon, set frih, that. she should be reco: dasa 
Congress, } rovided she consented to comply with the 
2i She had done so, then, according 
ued that she was 
f 188, which 


State by : v 
condisjons therein specified, 


a gentiemen 
not now aS 


assed : elon i 
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of the latter, upon complying withcertain conditions, &<«.] He 
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aaid that it was intended by that act, that the two honordbleand 
respectable gentiemen ‘Michigan had elected as her Senators, 
should take their seats on this floor. ‘To adınit them as Sena- 
torg, it became. necessary that Michigan should be declared a 
Siate, and that the limitation should be.deciared also as to the 
admission, and not the existence of a. State, The third sec- 
tion would show that he had put the true interpretation upun 


it. [Here Mr. C. read the section tu which he had referred] . 


Did not every Senator, he asked, see the double object in- 
tended to be accomplished by that section?—that it was en 
acted in order to settle the boundary question between Ohio and 
Michigan, and provided the latter assented to the terras with re- 
ap ‘ct to boundary, she could not be admitted. _ It-was declared 
to beione of adthission only. ` Did not every Senator. see what 
was the object? It was only to enable the. gntiemen . present 
to take ‘their seats on this floor, aud required that Michigan 
should be declared a Stato, on certain conditions. But that 
was not all. Who was ignorant of the debates which took 
place at the last session? Wasit not openly stated that Michi- 

an hada right, under the ordinance of 1787, to be declared a 
State? Did not the majority of the Senate say so? Let an 
man deny. the fact, on the side of the majority, if he could. 
He knew there wasa difference of opinion existing among gen- 
tlemen; but this (remarked Mr- C.) was your majority that 
assed the act: And it was admiued that Michigan was a 
State, and that if her Senators were elected, they could take 
their seats. in this Senate, without further qualincation. dfe 
would explain his views in the matter, and he would teave gen- 
uemei on the otherside to reconcile their own with those they 
entertained at the last session. 

Mr. BUCHANAN here said, that as one of the majority, the 
position he took and maintained with all the ability i 
er, was, that under the ordinance of 1787, Congress, hav 
first fixed the boundaries of the State, (and even if Michigan 
contained the poptiation prescribed by the ordinance,) she, ncy- 
ertheless; had no right to come in under that ordinance. 

Mr. CALHOUN resumed. Ho had said thai the movo- 
ment of Michigan was revolutionary; that she threw off 
the authority of the Union in calling a convention together 
and forming a constitution; in that we were at periect liberty 
either to treat it ag a revolationary movement. ag it was, in point 
of fact, or to offer her conditions upon which sbe might be 
admittedinto the Union. His opinion was thatthe thing could 
be undone that was done; that Michigan could go back to her 
original position, and that she should come ia under the usual 
form, as did Ohio, Iliaois, and Indiana. In other words, that the 
Government should have leave to erect herselfinto a Siate, These 
exceptions were overruled. Gentlemen opposed to him gained 
theif point, they declaring that she had a vight to forma eon- 
atituiion and that she had done so according to the act of 787, 
and that she was consequently a Siate, Whother that condi- 
tion was constitutionaler not, it was uot for him tosar, There 
were a dozen or more irregularities committed at that time, of 
the most flagrant and extraordinary character, Now, this 
happened at the last session of Congress, a few brief months 
since, and the very persons, who then airennousty jasisted on 
forcing the bill through, and would not debate het Alichigan 
waa a State. had wheeled right round, and contended that yhe is 
not. We live in strange dmesg, when it required but a few 
days to produce a wonderful change; but he had never kaown 
a change so great and so rapid as the presen’ one. he vround 
which geniemen took wow Was, that Michigan isnot a state, cad 
cannot be admitied ag such; thar she cannot be a State untit she 
ia admitted, ae no Territory cau become a Stace unti setnitted 
into the Union. Tins position, he averred, was takea direedy 
in the face of the Jaw of the last session, denied theie own re- 
cord, and that, too, ja the brief apace of eight months, 

The genilemen cven go further, and deny a phun mat 
ter of fact, aa plain aa thai he wes then standing on his teet, 
that Michigan is a Stare, having her owa covstitution. her Le- 
gislature, aud hey Goversor, dec. Gentlemen, iod 
setting a most dangerous pripeiple, and they mighe pe x 
live to feel the consequences of it. ‘The question taveived fa 
Chis matter did not extend itself to the admission of Michigy 
only, butaizo neto theright oft two respectable gent): 
Michigan, (Mr, Norvall ami stv. Lyan,) t0 t 
this body aa Senators. That question would come 
daye, as he touk it for granted the blli befory the Seaute was to 
pass. i 

Now, the question the 
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They could not le admitted, without r 
that Michigan is a State; they weald hay 
oxdinanes of 1787, So much then for these facis. De 
to a pomt ofnut mich less importance; he ment toi) 
ple, broadly iaid down, without qualification, tha: 
could not become a State until adm - te v, 
Senutors to the third section of the fourth article of 
tution of the Unired States; and, if they had any dou 
subject, they could easily satisfy them. He 
that nothing but States could be admitied into the 
Union was a uniou of States—not ‘Territories 
ple bound together by a settled compact and lease. How then 
could a Territory give its assent? Jt had no will of its own, 
How coulda Territory be admitted into the Union! 
eaid that, if this doctrioe be trae, a Territory, 
became a State, might refuse to come inio 
tainty: no State conid be forced into the Grian. We 
ory of ourconsaiuuon. Every State i 
i v, otherwise this w 
H grew oul ofthe noble 
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say it ceased to be so by virtue of the act of Congress of last 
session. i deny the authority of Congress to pass such an act, 
E they have passed such aoze, itis anuiliiy. When-anact 
of Congress comes in coilision with the Coustitutien, it comas 
i ct with a power which anninilates it. cis as though it 
rex H is a dead iener, The Constitution gives 
atea Bute iorno other purpose but admission 
3; and whenever Congress passes an act creating 
, Wihouwl at the same ume admitting itinto the Union, 
thatact isa puili Indeed, if the matier were res integra, 
if it were a new question, it might be seriousiy debated whether 
Congress can ciettea Staie even for the purpose of admission 
into ihe Union. Bot J will nat y that ic has been the prac ~ 
tice te do so, and Lam not now disposed to question its corrects 
ness. J had occasion heretofore to call the attention. of the Se» 
eto the uy clause ef the Cousutution relating to that sub- 
ject, and detied ary coe to produce any other authority: for 
Congress to create a State, or to contend that the power under 
that cluuse w y more than implied. 
[Pre Mr. Cavnocn interrupted Mr. S. to explain himself, 
id that he had not declared Congress competent to create 
ie, either in or out of the Union; bat by withcrawing its 
ction from a given Territory, that Territory was tien at 
to form disei into a Siate.} WA 
aid be did nót think the Senator's explanation had 
4 his proposition.. That there could be but 
e between | Siaieé out of the territory of 
at suitrivg it to create itself} asm both cases Con 
hed a ernst coniided to her by the Union, which 
i o vellnqu butin one special case, and that ' 
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it into the Uni £0 that the act of Congress of the Jast se sion 
not execu) ny power pussessed by Congr isa nullity, ° 
enuior from Sourh Carolina insists that to leny 
gan io be a Sie isa denial against the actual and ob» 
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jing plans for the hapincss and perpetuity of 

f vain did they inculeate the doctrine of union, 


è idea of separate sovereigniies or mulj. 
vderacies, if the doctrine of the Senator from 
is to prevail If Michigan can exist as 
ate for a single hour, she may for days and 
ht ultimately vefuce to come inte the Union at all, 
eske mayiave her own army and navy, de. 
e War. form alliances, aod do ali those acts which our fore. 
so duxiouste being within the control of a power 
common interest of all the S:ates. ‘fhe adea is 
foo inconsistent with ali thea plans and pur. 
Suppoce thutihey contemplaied it for asingle moment. 
ne confederacy would be in continual danger of disso- 
am such a cause operating in its viemiry: and yet, 
to the Senators thenry, there is no made of prevent: 
i, but, ater we had rashly given her a separate exis- 
e, constraining her by the terror of the eword and the bayo. 
onei them, to becerme an unwilling party 
OMpact; a state of things which no one can 
ve been planned by wisdom, or desirable either 
olism, or humanity, But to 
as supposed that itis necessa- 
ance ere she can becomea 
8 altogeiher federative, 
t be of age. Now, I humbly con- 
ssuflcreid himself to be misled by a 
r Tie of the Territory’ at 
rence; itis enough if the in- 
ake Contracts; for with them, if 
is formed. The idea of the ne- 
xlor existence as a State ig alto. 
the incident of being a member of the 
on of the very law of her existence 
lationship commences eo instanti that 


Ww score Of interest, pate 
i h 


e Senato 


his pesil 
oud 


i 


Ceive i 
mei 


Sial 


iša watter of perfect indi 
bitants are of age to make 
hday OY 
or a 
x fallaciou 


aiethe analogy of indi- 
as soon as he is born, be- 
society in wh he comes 
th the social compact is implied; 
Alim of the compact, when he 
held diable to the sanctions of the 

ning between yige tand wrong; 
ety extends over him thearm 
ung he may be, he who tekes 
yas a Murderer; and it is not 
not subiciently complete, but in 
ai suman neire, that he is not 
va aw, al any stage of existence, 


it is 


i pted to threw in our 
hus already elecied Ler Senators and Re- 
ay that she ts nota State, their election 
titled to seats in the re 
Saliena nobly. T have already 
thet while I have the honor of repre- 
igi Biate upon this Noor, I will epeak 

of ira rdless of the cone 
aje not a State 
now waiting 
ret it, Brut, 


p andil w 
sand th 


oth 
what Ly 


ndes io the 7 Quesuon ix, was there nally 
aroe ment bet ; And the sare Consequences pree 
cisely Soliow, whicvever made the firat advance. Now, sir, 


fichigan had no tight io form herself inte a Staie wihout the 
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Mission; whether the Senators and Rep i 
gan knocked at the door of Congress a admitted, or Cou- 
greas opens her doors and announces to Michigan that her Sera- 
tors ind Representatives may waik in wh rshe pleases to 
send them, and they are sent and do walk in. {n the one coec- 
Michigan acts upon a previous authority i 
sequent ratification. gives efect i0 ihat 
done. I think I have now safficie: 
contending that Michigan was nota State, 
from South Carolina, has admiited th 3 
to flow from supposing ihat Cori ower LO Create a 
State for any other purpose th: to: the. Union. 
[Here Mr. CALHOUN disclaimed} Well, said Mr. $ 
understood him to say so, but E: upposé E was, r 
insist that, without the gentlemn in’saduiissien, the 
are plain and obvious to every man—that the perp 
Union would be seriousiy endangered, and that ia the mean 
time we should with our own hands be pla 
thorn to rankle andanaoy us, and all without tpe slightest in- 
ducement or -consideration; and one who lias a proper ro 
spect for the good, great, and wise of our Con 
‘can ever believe that they intended any th : 
Having, a3 I conceive, disposed of thi 


The Senator him 
ces Hkely 


Lda not fiad 
of this questien, as I] 
anized “State, but is 


n heid by Michi. 
ust be alowed to 


first addressed Lhe Senate, and Nanered myself that T he 
him, but his colleague has to-day fallen into a simile 
talso. Tnever thou 


ledged agents or re- 
ù lis existence, and 


gument, they generally grow bolder in assertion; and, accort- 
ingly, in avery few breaths, the Senator flady callsicacancns, 
with a ‘view, doubtless, to: brand it with a very odious name. 
But I will press this mattar. no farther. 
Mr. President, my ouject’ in rising at the commencement of 
-thisdebate was simply to state what I ‘conceived to be’the true 
questions presenting themselves onthe bill before us. Thad 
observed what I conceive to be a vicious hatitin tie body to be 
exceedingly discursive in debate, to bring all sorts of things to 
bear upon all soris of quest andespecially to uivotve e 
Matter in the vortex of party politics, Now, sir, c 
myself to be a new member, with a mind not ye 
by these vicions practices, I though I was 4 
bias the true points in controvers 
present them to the Senate and suppos 
my task was fulfilled. But Ifin: sir, I have been engaged tn 
advocating treason and revolution, as some gentlemen th nd 
have been most unexp-ctedly calle] out to rescue Inyself irom 
misapprehension, and am now forced in some degree io fa'l 
into the. practice {have condemne- in others, and touch upon 
a subject which has nothing in the world to do with the bill 
before us, 9 s 


The Baltimore Convention has been alluded to, and, as usual, . 


fær purposes of denunciation. In looking around thisassembly, 
Tsee noone wre had the honor.or misfortune, as the case may 
be, to have been a member of that hody. For myself, T must 
plead guilty to tħe charge. But, certainly, siv, when I went 
there T was entirely unconscious of any eriminal intent, Tdid 
‘not concvive that I was, In any way, violating the laws anil 
Constitution of my country, or subjecting myselfto be arraigned 
as a traitor to either, I thought I was merely exercising the 
privilege ofa free citizen to go where I pleased, and meet 
whom Tpieased, forthe purpose of consuliing on maners in 
which we hat acommon rizht to act. A few of ovr feliow 
citizens, in their respective parts of the country, selected us to 
meét at Baliimore, and ascertain by conference who among the 
many. distinttished -ellow-citizens scattered aver out wid 
tent of country, had: been most decided in thetic adherence to 
sound republican principies. best qualified to Til the two high- 
est offices innur gift as a nation, and most likety to be accepta- 
dle to the peaple at large. We met, we conferred, and two 
tinguished iadividuals, ag the. resdlt of our deliberations, were 
named and recommended to the people of the Unijéed States. 
We did not preten: to ary power of coercion, and did not ima- 
gina that any one would impute to"us such power. I: was 


left to. the free. Pesple of this Union-to. railfy or annul thes 


choice we had made. We did not feel ourseives..ia the pos- 
_ segsion of any mens of coercion, .We had not. any physical 
force to command, nor the control of treasure. wherewith to 
purchase, suffrages. We did nothing- ’ 
pamphlet, setting forth what we had done, and col ily laying be- 
forethe Public the reason why we believed the persons we had 
namedoucht to have the supportof theirfelow-citizéns:;- Burit 
has been said. we were office-holders eand office séekera, and our: 
abject was the acquisition. of offices, or the perpetuity of those äl- 
ready possessed... For himself, ‘(said Mr, S.) he was at that 


time the hatter of an office under the State of North Carolina,” 


but he liad never imagined its perpetuity depended upon the 
results of the Baltimore Convention, for it was an office for lif, 


ut publish a small: 


Admission of Michig 


And as to having F 
could, with a Cear con 
anding of the opr 
red nothing more Ui 
them. Asa pariy ie 
opinions. To many individuals of that party he had no doubt 
ic would be a most alarmin to have their hearts 
opened io publie ; buc the buik ef the party, he doutied 
were ight p i ight iù the various 


any thing personal-in expeciancy, he 
epel the imputation: and, in 
believe him sincere, he re- 
ne courtesy he extended to 


ihiy be 
em and those wih whom he 
din God they would. yer 
‘do, that they are wrong, 
1 ali the means in my 
one of those means, 
D SUCCES 
aid, had been referred to, 
r hand. yet he would not go 
ii lone of the 600 men 
ouvention, he thought it but 
i auch jn its vindica- 
tiled. a 
h he hed thonght it 
jo tbe hill for the 
iusion, at that 


power, 
anil I hear 


d jt so u 
verted tot 


eiren 
SMENU 
ceeded tan ex 
end he ¢ 
On 
iyjag south of 
West to fhe } 
of Lake Mich 


He REX! pro- 
nee of LEST; 


iivoin the head of Lake 
tonching the southem extremity 
Renary power to erect two more 
srvory tying north of tbat sine, composed of 

an ant Wisconsin, and called Michigan Territory, 
Now, he would’ask, bow coukl the people of Michigan under- 
take to assign boundaries} Mad they any authority in the ordi- 
nance? Hone, whatever. Sbe had no power. therefore, in his 
opinion, to crest herself into a Siate, to form her constitution, 
and to come i md ask for admission into the Union. He 
re wis not a Senator present at the 
to admit that Michigan was then a 
2 gentlemen had entirely changed 
maintained that. srouch as 
y ber Senators to 
Congress, they could net 7 ake thvir seats here as ro- 
presenting the Sale of M He concluded hy saying 
that as her constitution remained unchanged and unaltered in 
its terms since it was belore the Senate last year, he could not 
vote to admis Mishigan into the Union. 

Mr. KING said, he had hoped that opposition ta the bill would 
have ceased, as w a second reading. Alihoughhe 
was megf the committee that had been so severely rebuked for 
reporting the bill, so much time had been consumed with 1 that 
ho had feermined to sav nothi nthe subject. As there was 
an obstinate determination to weit he would say a few 
words to justify the opi ion to which he was committed by con. 
senting to the report. He would not infliet a regular speech on 
the Senate; it had already suffered too much by the ernelty of 
others, In faen i*disposed to doso; he would not know how to 
commence, or where to begin; whether at Mr. Da'las’s letter, 
the Ballimereconveniton. tue revolutionary spirit of Maryland, 
or the divine right of Government to perpetuate and enforce its 
own authority, independent of the consti uen! power. There 
subjects lad principally taken the place of the one benre the 
Senate. A very strained eff rt had been made to raise the qurs- 
tion intoa magnitude andimportance which did not belong to it. 

Is wassimply one of fect, unless we Were disnosed to unset 
tle every thing which had been determined at the last session, 
and trace the hi of soriatv: from is earliest steges to the 
nization of the Territory of Michican. As one 

} tree, be had nat done this, norshould he do it now. 
fle fing nseif to the fact, whether the people ot 
Michigan bad accepted the terms we had proposer to them, On 
this sui examine? the evid nee. weighed it, and 
come toa conchisi Ne had the kind and quantity of testi: 
moanv which he wid remire to e 
oceasion.. T han nar fo be sura, as had heen reqmred hy. the 
honorable Senator from Suit Caro'ina, the! technical formati- 
fies that wonrkl entitle it to admission. ‘in a justices court? 

hey had not the winess’s ‘hook in hand to prove the hand- 
writ'ng tothe note, or the signature tothe bond: aud wha ever 
heard of such evidence being required as the foundation of le- 
gistation? $ 

Natjons did not legislate on the technical evivence required 
by a justice’s court, They acted on such probabilities as pro- 
duce moral conviction of the exist-neeafafact.. We legislated 
every day on printed papers, witho seeing the originals; on 
cert'fisates not under oarh; on publications and letters, and 
even sometimes the most important legistalion was besed on 
public rumor; pulvic evidenre being sufficient, in many cates, 
for public purposes. The great object. was to be convinced. 
without regard to technisali-ies in the means of conviction, 
which were well en: in © justices’ courts.” but could net 
be required in the business of legislation, where the very noto- 
viety.of every proceeding realered imposition Jess probuble. 

North Carolina Che said) had been referred to. Well, it was 
possible that aà metorily of the people of North Carolina had 
never express'y consented to come into the Union. He ven- 
tired to sty that no strictly technical evidence that a majority 
voted ‘was required on her admission. such as would have. 
passed a conrt of ju and North Carolina might under. 
take to-prove hereafter that a. majority: never conssnteil, 
though she hadweévet made any objection, and had long receiv-' 
ed the be 
Enion. 


S 


itaied 
held 


jA-every coy i 
the object-of the convention: theuch it was well known that. its 
only object wasto reverse the decision of.a-previous conven. 
_ tion, on a gubdject which they ranked among the dearest of their 
Z interesis; although these delegates publicly met, pub! 
. and publicly. decided unanimously on. the subj 


among their constituents, from whom we have heard net one 
syllable of complaint; either by letter, public meeting, le- 


ye opposition sincere in their j 


nvince him an anv simitar ` 


in into the Union—Mr. Davis— King of Geo.: 
oee e 


„officer was to be sent by an Executive despo: to hang u 


~ sàying theta merchant could not revoke a pow 


Senate. 


Strante, OY even a newspaper 
we know all thesethings to have 
s before us, and not brought into doubt by 
per of evidence on the other side, yetitmay be possible taht 

ority of the people disapprove the proceedings of this 
convention, but iteus one of the most improbable things that 
ever happened in the course of human events.. He could not 
he influenced by possibilities so remote, and was, therefore, pa- 
Usfied that the peopie of Michigan had consented tothe terms 
proposed to chem by Congress, tuagree toa boundary and come 
into the Union. £ ae ces 
_ But some gentlemen, admi:ting this, insisted that the proceed: 
ing was revolutionar id that to allow the people, in'primary 
assemblies, “ to set themselves up above thr legislative author: 
ity,” (to nss thelr own language) struck at the very foundation 
of our institutions. This was strange doctrine at the prerent. 
day, l was the doctrine of the house of Stewart, and ef 
Bourbon of Austria, und’ of Brande. burg. It was the 
doctrine of the Holy ‘Alliance; it was the doctrine of des- 
pousm; it was. a doctrine long since exploded he’ had 
thought by ail free Governments, part icularly our own,and ifthe 
thought there were any material portion of the people: of the 
United States who entertained such docirines, he should Yee) as 
much reed alarm as gentlemen had imagined they Teltat the 


paragraph; 
taken place by 
a single whis- 


pronosiiion af the Committee, The whole of our institutions, 
both Siarc and Federal, were based. upon this “monstrous princi. 
pea” tad no other right to yest on, The dehate had been a 
most exiraordmary one: gentlanen had conjured up frightfal 


prleuves, and then got frigh 


wnel at the works of their own-ima- 


nator from Ohio hat stated himeelf tobe “a plain 
matter ef tact inan He cemainly would not question the ve. 
racily of his friend asa manof im í 

But ifhe woule alow bim io € 
sions, or mistakes he would join 
roentihat he was “a plain Watte 
had never known so many rhetori 
irreieveut, references and false 


2i Lia errors, misapprehen- 
sue with him upon his state. 
ot eei man”? He, Mr K. 
1 flourishes, Nights of fancy 
nalogies brought into any 


roa 


ed, 


No federal ‘ 
the 
refractory. Tt wasaleoa proposition made to Michigan, jn an> 
swer to one made by her, which, if she accepted, she war’ to 
come into the Union, and if not, ske remained out of it. The 
awful consequences existed only in the imaginations of gen: 
Yemen who had exerted themselves to give a fictitious im- 
portance to this bill, i 5 $ 

Bur, (continned Mr. K.) gentlemen ask why did Congress 
refer this mater to the people of Michigan, and what right had 
the’ people to act without the authority of the Legislature? 
Why. just because Congress knew, afier. looking at. the const: 
tujen of Michigan, thatthe Legisla-ure had no more: power to 
act than ithad to change the succes ion of the seasons, or abolish 
the community which it was organized to repréeent. ‘I Michi- 
“gan were a State, anil not in the Union, this consent-invelved 
an important change in her organic Jaw, besides. a change of 
boundary; for, by consenting to the condition we had proposed, 
her peopie parted with all the: important rights of Sati rd 
which were surrendered to the: Generai. Government, by, each: 
of the Stes... ‘ ee E on ays 

An organic law could only:be changed by whe people. fnar 
elementary state of society: above: the constitadon, unless tha 
constitution provided for the change, ; A free constitution was.” 
only a nolitical power cf attorney, containing the principles on, 
which the Government should be administered, ‘conferring pow: 


_ ers-for the purposes named init, until revoked by the: constitit 


ent anthority. The Legislature had. to look for their powers 
in the constitution, and could nat go beyond. them, But to say 


- the people, in their highest sovereign capacity, have no power? 


to-change or modify, or oven abolish their constitutions when.: 
not restrained by the federal constitution, was- equivalent, to.. 
Y OT atiam yo 
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Senate 


= 


-Mri K. gaid, the Legislature might call a convention when 
there was no express provision in the constitution to do 20; but 
the:convention derived no additional authority from the cali; it 
was only recommenidatory;-but ifthe people met as recom 


mended, and acted upon their-organic law, the subsequent rati- ` 


, | fication would supply, the previous want ofauthority. In what- 


` 


f 


ever way they might be convened, however, their acts were not 
irvevocablé by themselves; but it wasa striking feature in the 
case of Michigan that both the conventions seemed to have un- 
derstood perfectly well that the Legislature had no right to in- 
termeddie in the matter; and they accordingly both protested 
vagainst it. This was a principle so palpable that all classes 
and all parties seem to have understood it in that new State, 
however @ifficultit seemed to be for some gentlemen to under- 
stand ithere. Mr. K. thought that the matter had been rightly 
referred to the people themselves, independent of the Legisla- 
ture, as they alone were capable of making these important 
surrenders of sovereignty. y 
Mr. K. then briefly noticed some remarks of the Senator from 
Massachusetts, (Mr. Davis,) who had stated that Michigan could 
not be a State, as when she formed hey constitution she had no 
fixed boundary. The Senator from Massachusetts, Mr. K. said, 
had insisted that a fixed boundary was inseparable with the idea 
ofa State, and as the United States had claims at least to a part 
of the territory over which Michigan had claimed jurisdiction 
when she framed her constitution, she could not be considered 
as aseparateState. Mr.K. said, it was perfectly true that a na- 
tion must have a territory over which it exercised jurisdiction; 
but an undisputed boundary was not cssential toan independent 
State. A community might be independentand very powerful 
fo», whose boundaries were not well defined. Our own boun- 
dary was-disputed on the northeast; and who could state the 
precise boundaries of Russia? Yet Russia and the United States 
‘were none the less independent communities of people because 
the boundaries of theirterritories were not well settled. | 
~ Mr. K. then adverted to the preamble to the bi'l which had 
been objectes to; that some gentlemen were willing to vote for 
the billin thè preamble were stricken out, He said as both Mi- 
chigan and Ohio now wanted the resolution renewed, and Mi- 
chigan admitted without restraint, he would certainly have no 
objection, if nobody else were concerned but Michigan and 
Ohio. If these States had any disinterested love of fighting, if 
he were to consult his own feelings, he would say let them go 
atit and fight itout. But a community of States, he thought, 
shouldact on the same principle as a community of individu- 
als. They should keep the peace among disorderly members. 
It. would frequent:y gratify two bullies to settle a quarrel in the 
, public street surrounded by a mob, but no well organized com- 
munity would permit such disorder, Thig squabble between 
Michigan and Ohio about a few acres of ground might set the 
whole Union into a blaze, and possibly cost the Government 
mullingsg of dollars to putit down. If the restriction were re- 
tained, he had no doubt Michigan would continue to observe it 
in good faith, and we should hear ne more about it. We should 
most likely avoid the horrors of another Toledo campaign. We 
had, d-erefore, thought it best to retain the preamble, and not 
repeal the condition, and he hoped the bill would pass, and 
pass just as it was. 
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SPEECH OF MR. DANA, 
Or Marne, 


In Serale, Jan. 12 and 13, 1837.—On the Expung- 
Se ing Resolution, 


Mr, Prestpenr: Having so recently taken a s.at 

in this chamber, and having neither inclination or 
- Skill for public debate, I should most gladly have 
given asilent vote on this subject; but, sir, the-ci- 
tizens of the State which 1, in connection with my 
colleague, haye the honor to represent, take a 
deep and lively interest in this question, and I 
should be thought remiss in my duty, and regard- 
less of their feetings, were I to remain silent upon 
it. Maine, sir, is at one extremity of the Union, 
in a high latitude and cold climate; but, sir, she 
has a fertile soil, immense forests of timber, with 
her thousand streams to bear it to the ocean; she 
is a border State, skirted by the dominion of his 
Britannic Majesty; she has a large territory (if 
she was permitted to enjoy it) and a boundless sea- 
board, indented with numborless bays and harbors, 
filled with ship-yards, ships, and commerce; these 
lead- her citizens to an intercourse with the sub- 
jects of their royal neighbor, and by them we are 
told that we have no Government; that our “ King 
is deposed;” that our President has been tried 
and condemned by our Senate, and that soon we 
shall come under the dominion of. their King. 
However gratifying this thought may be to some in 
our Union, it has but few advocates with us. | This 
leads the hardy, industrious, inquisitive citizens of 
the Hast to inquire, what has onr beloved Presi- 
dentdone? Is it true that the Senate have con. 
demned him? Can it be, that he, who has tri- 
umphantly carried us through so many perils, and 
always been the peuple’s friend, has betrayed ng 
at last? Let us look into it; let us examine the 
subject! With this inquiring spirit, so peculiar to 
the people of the North, my constituents will be 
satisfied with nothing short of a fair and fud/inves. 
tigation of this subject, anda just and impartial 
decision of the same. And that I may the more 
readily come to the inyestigation of it, and not 


wander from it, I ask permission to have the reso- 
lution of March 28, 1834, read from the desk. 

This resolutien, (in these words, “Resolved, That 
the President, in the late proceeding in relation to 
the reyenue, has assumed on himself authority and 
power, not conferred by the constitution and laws, 
but in derogation of both,”) holds up the. Presi- 
dent to the pecple as a usurper; as a violator of 
that constitution which he has sworn to support. 

My first inquiry, Mr. President, is, how was 
this resolution passed? In what capacity did this 
honorable Senate act when they passed it? This 
body has a legislative and Executive character, 
and, in one instance, and in onè alone, a judicial 
character, viz: the trying of impeachments. Al- 
though the Senate has a legislative character, yet 
it is presumed that this bedy would not act in that 
capacity only on subjects of legislation, . And this 
surely could not be such; there is no mat'er on 
which legislative actien could be had. If the 
President was guilty of a violation of the constitu- 
tion and laws, if he had committed high crimes 
and misdemeanors, no legislation would reach him; 
he must be éried by the constitution and the laws, 
as they existed at the time of his supposed offence. 
To me it is clear that this honorable body had no 
legislative juvisdiction on this subject. Did they 
then act in their Executive capacity? No, sir; for 
their records show no such proceedings in the Exe- 
cutive business. He must have been tried, then, 
by this honorable Senate in their judicial capacily; 
and this body has the sole power to try allindictments 
given it by the Constitution, and when sitting for 
that purpose, in their judicial character. The rules 
of procedure, as adopted December, 31, 1804, in 
this honorable Senate, to be observed in cases of 
impeachment, require “that at 12 o’clock of the 
day appointed for the trial of the impeachment, 
t he legislative and executive business shall be 
suspended,” and the Secretary shall then admi- 
nister the following oaths to the president of the 
Senate:—*‘You solemnly swear (or affirm) that in 
all things appertaining to tlie trial of the impeach- 
ment of » You will do impartial 
Justice according to the Constitution and laws 
of the United States;? and the President shall ad- 
minister the said oaths to each Senator present,” 
This clearly shows, Mr. President, the views which 
this honorable body had heretofore entertained of 
their own powers, and ata time too when they 
were cool and dispassionate, and about to exercise 
their high judicial functions. Here sir, you find 
an ‘important faei, that the Senate never did 
exercise their legislative and judicial functions, 
at the same time; they are distinct in their 
natures, and have ever been so considered 
by this honorsble body, and so exercised by them 
until the 28th of March, 1834, when, for some 
purpose, of which I will not now speak, for the 
first time, (and God grant that it may be for the 
last, ) the legislative and judicial functions of this 
body, contrary to their own rules of procedure, and 
in violation of the Constitution, were exercised at 
one and the same time, and a judicial sentence is 
clothed in dgislative language, If the object was, 


| sir, to bring a bold offender to justice, why not 


pursue the legal and constitutional course? Why 
violate both? But if the object was to exhibit the 
President as a daring usurper, and unworthy of 
the confidence of the people, this scheme, this 
project, would seem to have been the most proba- 
ble to accomplish it. But it has failed, totally 
failed. | 

Again, sir, another rule of this body, adopted 
at the same time as the former, requires that a 
summons shall be issued to the person accused 
which summons shall be signed by their Secretary, 
sealed with their seal, and served by the Ser. 
geant-at-arms. This rule also shows clearly that 
this honorable body never contemplated the ex- 
ercise of their degistative and judicial functions at 
the same time. Then, sir, if this Position is cor- 
rect, the sentence of condemnation contained in 
this resolution was a judicial act, and could only 
have been done by a judicial tribunal, i 

Again, sir, itis the right of the accused to have 
the offence with which he is charged, clearly and 
substantially set forth, and to be duly notified of 
the time and place-of trial; to have an opportunity 
to appear hofore this august tribunal, hear the gl- 


v 


| legations and proofs against him, and confront his 
accusers, face to face, and then to make his de- 
fence. Now, Mr. President, let me ask, when the 
Chief Magistrate of this nation was condemned, in 
the resolution proposed to be expunged, did this 
honorable body suspend legislative and executive 
business? Did they organize themselves as a judi- 
cial tribunal?. Did the President of the Senate 
take the above oath prescribed by the rules of this 
honorable body? Did he administer the same to 
each Senator present? Was the accused furnish- 
ed with a-full and clear description of the charges 
brought against him? Was he notified of the time 
and place of trial? , And was he permitted to face 
his accusers? If not, then, sir, permit me to ask, 
has he been tried by the rules presented by this 
honorable body? No, sir; he has been tried and 
condemned for a violation of the constitution and 
laws of his country, which he had sworn to sup- 
port, contrary to our own rules—rules which this 
body had adopted for the trial of such offenders 
as he is accused of being. j 

Mr. President; Having shown that the President 
was tried and condemned without form, I will now 
inquire if he has been tried according to the pro- 
visions of the Censtitution and laws of our coun- 
try? In what cases, let me ask, can this honorable 
Senate act in their judicial capacity? Let the 
Constitution answer. ‘*The Senate shall have the 
sole power to lay all impeachments,” and that in- 
strument conveys to this body no authority to fry 
only in cases of impeachment. Here is the extent of 
our power, and here is our authority limited, 
Yes, sir, we can try impeachments, and impeach- 
ments only: but, sir, can the Senate origi- 
nate impeachments? No, sir, they cannot. 
The Constitution has declared, in so many words, 
that “the House of Representatives shall have 
the sole power of impeachment-” Have they 
exercised that power? Have they accused the 
President of “assuming on himself authority and 
power not conferred by the Constitution and law, and 
in derogation of both??? Have they impeached 
him for’so coitg? Where is the evidence of it? 
Have they notified the Senate of such impeach- 
ment? No, sir, they have not done it, Theim- 
peaching power has never acted in this case. 
They have not accused the President of any of- 
fence. whatever. Where then, sir, I ask is our 
jurisdiction? We have no power to try, until the 
House, the accusing power, have impeached; none at 
all; not the shadow of any jurisdiction. Can it 
be, sir, that without even thé forms prescribed by 
this honorable body, without an impeachment, 
without an accusation of any kind, we have as- 
sumed jurisdiction, tried, and condemned the Pre- 
sident of the United States for a violation of the 
Constitution and laws of his country? And shall 
this resolution remain on our journals, or shall itbe 
expunged? Can this be done?~ Has this Senate a 
right to do it? There is no rule of more general 
application than this. The power which creates 
can destroy—the power which can make, can un- 
make—the power which puts up, can put down— 
and why should not this rule apply as well to re- 
cords as to all other cases? unless, sir, it should be 
a record of vested rights, about which we have re- 
cently been so highly entertained; and I cannot 
perceive that there are any vested rights contained 
in this resolution. I think the accused will claim 
none in this case. 

I apprehend, sir, that every legislative, execu- 
tive, and judicial body, have a right to alter, strike 
out, insert, erase, correct, and amend their re- 
cords. Itis an inherent, co-ordinate power, with- 
out which such bodies could not exist, and transact 
their business. Is there a time limited, within 
which such alterations and amendments should be 
made? If so, what is the time? A day? a month? a 
year? In the history of records, no such limit is 
fixed. I trust, then, sir, such alterations may be 
made at the tine deemed most proper by the 
body to which they belong. If, then, sir, such 
bodies have their records under their own control, 
why may they not erase, blot out, expunge, at 
pleasure? Is there any particular form or manner 
in which this shall be done? None. Then, sir, if 


there is no particular time limited for doing this, 
nor any manner prescribed in which-it must be 
done, the time when, and the manner of doing it, 
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are at the pleasure of the bodies to whom there- 
cords belong’. ` If, then, sir, we have the power to 
expunge this resolution, is it expedient so to do? 

January 15.—~Mr. President in the remarks 
which I had the honor to submit, yesterday, on 
this‘subjeet, I endeavored to show that the reso- 
lution now proposed to be expunged, was uncon- 

- gtitutional and informal, and that the henorable 
Senate had a right to amend, alter, correct or ex- 
punge itat such time and such manner, as they 
should think proper. If Mr. President, I -have 
succeeded in this; one question only remains to 
be discussed, viz: is it expedient to expunge the 
resolution? In reply to the honorable gentleman 
from Kentucky, (Mr. Crittenden, ) I would say, I 
would not expunge it merely because the Senate, 
have the power so to do, nor from party motives, 
nor for the driumphs of party, but from a solemn 
cense of duty I owe to the country, to the Presi- 
dent, and to the honorable Senate of the United 
Sates. I would expunge it sir, because the reso- 
lution bears on its face a contradiction, a judicial 
sentence found on a legislative journal; and no evi- 
dence that it came from any judicial tribunal. It 
is a sui generis case—it is a burlesque on judicial 
trials—it has no parallel: the like is not to be 
found in the annals of our country. No, sir, not 

ven the trials among our pilgrim fathers at Sa- 
dem can compare with this case; their fanaticism 
triumphed over right, and the innocent fell victims 
to the prevailing delusion; but even there the ac- 
cused enjoyed privileges, of which the President 
was denied. The accusations were made known 
to them; a time and place of hearing was assigned, 
and the accused had an opportunity of confront- 
ing the accuser and his witnesses face to face, and 
the trial was had before a competent tribunal. 

These trials, which cast so much reproach on 
our puritan fathers, bear no comparison to the one 
under consideration. Nor does this sentence in 
the resolution bear any comparison with the sum- 
mary judgment and execution of that relentless ty- 
reat who stalks through our streets, carrying in 
his train terror and dismay. _ There, sir, public in- 
dignation bursts forth’ with fury, (ever to be 
dreaded,) but soon subsiding. Here, sir, the worm, 
the canker-worm, is at the heart of the Constitution. 
Yes, sit, in this hall, this citadel of constitutional 
rights; in this temple, within the veil, the judicial 
ermine has been stained, the Constitution violated, 
and a blot cast upon our national escutcheon; a 
blot which many waters cannot wash out, nor ma- 
ny years efface. What then shall be done? Let 
us expunge the resolution. Not, sir, because it 
detracts from the character of the President, or 
will in any way affect it. His reputation, his 
fame, is imperishable. He lives in the hearts and 
affections of the present generation; and history 
will place him beside the Founder of our Republic, 
and after ages will hail him as the saviour of 
it, Anprew JacgsonN has no equal; his whole 
life is a miracle. See him in youth, a fatherless, 
friendless, peanyless boy, the son of a foreigner; 
a stranger in a strange land. Examine him in 
every stage of his existence, and we are impelled 
to exclaim, wonderful man! reared by Providence 
to guide the destinies of his country, and to exhi- 
bit the perfection and moral grandeur of human 
nature, Jam not clear, sir, but it was necessary 
to the perfection of his character that he was thus 
violently assailed and condemned by this reso- 
lution. 

If this resolution had not been passed, his mas- 
terly answer, one of the proudest monuments of 
his fame, would never have been seen. Like the 
oak, which has withstood the blasts for years, it 
must endure the fury of the whirlwhind and the 
tempeSi, before it can become the king of the 
forest. That answer, sir, like its author, was 
doomed to undergo the most violent attacks, the 
foulest aspersions. It was even denied a place on 
the files of the Senate; and, like its author, too, 
it gained admiration wherever it was known. I 
said sir, that Andrew Jackson stood alone. Where 
can you find his fellow! e 
reigns of the earth. Look where you will, and 
you lovok in vain. Go to the records of the 
mighty dead, and where will you find his equal? 


a 


Shall such a man stand condemned on the records 


Look among the sove- į 
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of this honorable Senate, unaccused and unheard? 
“ Tell it not in Gath.” 

Again, sir, I would expunge this resolution, 
lest it should be considered as a precedent. If} 
sir, it is permitted to remain, at some future pe- 


riod of great excitement, when passion and pre- . 


judice shall triumph over reason, and the Consti- 
tution shall be made to subserve the purposes of 
of disappointed ambition; when aPresident, less 
powerful than General Jackson, shail be in the 
way of Presidential aspirants, we may see the 
same scenes of March, 1834, acted over again; 
and the power of the Chief Magistrate broken, 
and that branch of the Government prestrated at 
the feet of this. Then, sir, will our Government 
be ended, and the last hope of eivil liberty be 
extinguished. Far, far distant be that evil day. 


Another reason, sir, why I would expunge this 
resolution is, because it violates a vita! principle 
in our Constitution, and destroys one of the dear- 
est and most important rights we possess, viz: a 
full, fair, and impartial trial; and because, sir, the 
Chief Magistrate of this nation,—one who has 
done more for it than any man living—yes, the 
very man “who has filled the measure of his coun- 
try’s glory,”’—has unjustly and unconstitutionally 
been deprived of this privilege, one to which the 
meanest citizen is entitled, and has been con- 
demned without a ving. And again, sir, I 
would blot out this resolution from our records, 
beeause the Amaiican people have pronounced 
judgment against it; an! not only they, but the 
people of both continents have done it. Nor is 
this all, sir: The resolution is derogatory to the 
character and dignity of our Government, and vi- 
olates the great principles of our national com- 
pact. A duty we owe ourselves, as a co-ordinate 
branch of the Government, requires that we should 
not suffer this resolution to remain on onr records, 
It is an open, bold, and unprecedented attack 
made by this branch of our Government upon the 
Chief Executive: an act which, had it been gue- 
cessful, must have prostrated our Constitution, de- 
stroyed our Government, and laid our institutions 
of ¢ivil and religious liberty in the dust. Then, 
sir, let me say to this honoroble body, as we value 
these rights and priviieges—as we respect our own 
characters, and the high reputation of this Senate 
~~let us at once blot out this stain. 


Mr. President, one word in reply to the honora- 
ble gentleman last up, (Mr. Crittenden,) and I will 
weary your patience no longer. Sir, we wereycs- 
terday admonished of our duties, and the sacred- 
ness of our oaths, and cautioned not to violate 
them, in ezpunging this resolution. I trust, sir, 
that we are not unmindful of the obligations rest- 


ing upon us, nor indifferent to the manner in` 


which we perform them. And, in turn, let me, 
sir, remind that honorable Senator, and those who 
act with him, that this same Constitution, which he 
would so carefully guard, expressly provides that 
the House of Representatives “shall have the sole 
power of impeachment.” And let me farther re- 
mind him and his friends, that the House of Repre- 
sentatives never have impeached President Jack- 
son, and yet he stands condemned by this resolu- 
tion. Where, then, is the Constitution, and where 
the sanctity of oaths, by which it is guarded? 

Again, sir, the henorable gentleman more than 
intimated that the vindicators of the President’s 
character were his worshippers. Sir, it is too late 
to begin now to worship him; itis more nataral to 
worship the rising sun; and appearances indicate 
that the honorable gentleman and his friends have 
already selected their object of adoration. As to 
myself, sir, [have no inclination to worship Gen. 

Jackson. Ihave no personal, acquaintance with 
him; have seem him once, and once only, and for 
five minutes. I have never received any appoint- 
ment or favor from him, and never expect so to 
do; yet I esteem him one of the greatest of men, 
and purest of patriots; and rely upon it that the 
page of history which shall record his deeds, will 
be read with enthusiasm througa all coming time. 
His cotemporaries will go down to posterity with 


£ 
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him. His coadjutors will gather lustre from bis - 


fame, and his revilers, though they may not bask 


i in the effulgence of this great luminary, yet they 


may continve to be seen as spots upon it; like thë 
spots which bedim the great orb of days. 0 

‘Mr. President, I am’ thankful’ that I have had 
an opportunity of expressing the views and feel- 
ings of my constituents,” together with ‘my own, 
and notwithstanding the awful conscguences pre- 
dicted by the gentlemen opposed. to expunging 
this resolution; yet, sir, I have none of those fears; 
none at all; but shall esteem it the best act, and one 
of the happiest days of my life, should I be per- 
mitted to record my name in favor of expunging 
this resolution. : : 

If, Mr. President, in my remarks submitted, I 
have deviated in any thing from. the. ordinaty 
course of discussion. I trust some apology willbe 
found in the novelty of my situation; never having 
been a member of any Legislature until 1 had the 
honor of a seat in thes body. 
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REMARKS OF MR. CLAIBORNE, 

: Or MISSISSIPPI, ap: 
In the House of Represeniatives of the United States, 

January 4, 1837. è 

The following pieamble and resolution, submit- 
ted by Mr. Asraw of Kentucky, being under con- 
sideration, j : 
Whereas, Congress has: heretofore made dona- 
tions of the. public lands for the purposes ofin- . 
ternal improvement and education :. - ` 


To the State of Ohio, 1,737,838 acres. 

- Indiana, 1,112,592 

Illinois, 1,712,225 

Missouri, 1,181,248 

Mississippi, 733,244 

Alabama, 1,216,450 

Louisiana, 920,053 

Ter. of Michigan, 599,973 
Arkansas, ` 996,338 

Florida, 947,724 


In the aggregate amounting ‘to 11,057,685 acres. 
And whereas, each of the United States hasan. 
equal right to participate in the benefit of the 
public lands, the common property of the Union; 
and every wise and good American, having agreed 
in the opinion that the cause of gereral reduction 
is indissolubly identified with the cause of general 
liberty: Pherefore, to do equal, and exact justice 
to all the States; to aid in diffusing among the 
rising generation intelligence enough to compre- 
hend, and spinit enough to defend their rights, and 
thus to clevate the national character, and insure 
the perpetuity of our free institutions, 

Be it resolved, That a select commitiee, to con- 
sist of one member from each State, be appointed, 
whose duty it shall be to inquire into the justice 
and expediency of making to each of the thirteen 
original American States, together with each of 
the States of Maine, Vermont, Kentucky, and Ten- 
nessee, such grants ofte public lands for the pur- 
poses of education, as will correspond in a just 
proportion with those heretofore made in favor of 
the first named States and Territories, and that 
said committee have leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. But, to avoid the objection of one 
State holding land in another, the committee is di- 
rected to insert a clause in the bill which they may 
report, providing that the grants to be mada there- 
by shall be subject to sale under ihe laws of the 
General Government now in force, and that the 
proceeds arising therefrom shall be paid over to 
he States entitled fo the s: 

Mr. CLAIBORNE of Mississi 
lowing amendment to the Chair 

Provinen, That no such grant shall interfere 
with, or be located on, the improvement of any actual 
settler. 7 

in support of this amendment, Mr. CLAIBORNE 
said, it was no longer to be disguised—and how- 
ever other gentlemen might feel, there was notir 
ing more humifiating or painful to oim—that the 
applications of the settlers on the public domain 
were too often received with indifference, almost 
amounting to contempt. Every day, sir, we see 
and feel on this floor the deleterious influence of 
sectional prejudice and power. Let an applica 
tion come here from any other quarter for relief, 
for suffering by fire, for pensions, for erecting 


tony 


ppi sent the fol, 
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custom-houses and improving harbors; let a gen- 
Jemiin from Maryland (Mr. Jenifer) ~ present. on 
one day, from one worrout. district, thirty peti- 


- tions for obsolete claims; or let gentlemen fom 


Kentucky: ask. for heavy. appropriations to con.’ 
struct turhpikes at. Maysville and canals at Louis- 
ville; let a demand come-here for damages in any 
shape, anda powerful organized interest springs up 
to.suppoit it.. But when a whole community of men 
in the. West—the bone. and muscle of the country 
“come: forward and ask leave to secure the 
Homes wrought out ef the wilderness by their 
owti hands, you not only refuse their prayer—not 
only. add insult to injury,—but there.are thote 


_ here, and in the other branch of Congress, who 


sneer at their 
tion, . ; i Ta 

Sir, it is fit that this should end.’ The time has 
come—long indeed in its approach, but is here at 
length- when the representatives of this injured 
class of the American yieopleare required by them 
to take a decided stand. Mowever gentlemen 
nursed on the lap of luxury, and accustomed to 
the refinements of metropolitan life, may feel, the 
timé has come when we shail at least demand some 
reparation of our wrongs. It is weil known that 
there äre in this House contending interests: there 
are at this very session questions of grave import- 


sufferings, and ridicule their condi- 


. ance to every section of the Union to be’ ar- 


+ 


-Aged and unterihed by the! wealth and talent 


ranged; and in the balancing of these interests, 
and the adjus‘ment of these questions, the settlers 
on the public lands must not be forgotten. For 
myself, though the humblest representative of 
that great: interest, I freely avow that I shall re- 
luctantly vote one dollar of the public money for 
any: purpose. whatever, until some measures have 
been ‘adopted for those whose strong and pressing 
claims have been too long postponed. . . Your 
custom houses may remain unbuilt; your magni- 
ficent harbors be unimproved; your princely 


merchants may complain of duties; your patent & 


office never rise from its smouldering bed; but so 
far as my estimate of right and wrong will sustain 
me, I will question the propriety of any appro- 
priation, unless some relief be extended ta us 
Sir, [make « sincere and solemn appeal to my 
spolitical friends in this House, where it ja well 
known we have a controlii-g majority. IF there 
beany clus of men who have supported their 
measures; who have made exertions and sacrifices 
forthe ‘democratic cause; who have adhered to 
their principles, ‘and to this: administration, unse- 


and: power- of the opposition; wha have stood 
firm’ amid successive panics, and even under 
the effects of the late uncalled-for Treasuty or- 
der, haye ascribed to those from whom it ema- 
nated none but patriotic motives; if there be any 
such, it is the sxrrieas on the public domsin, 
Mr, Speaker, the State of Mississippi. has re- 
céntly ‘voted for Mr. Van, Buren, a gentleman 
‘not personally known to fifty of its citizens, 
against a distinguished neighbor; (Judge White,) 
welll known to two-thirds of our population. We 
voted for Mr. Van Buren tecause we had full 
confidence in his ability, patriotism, anl freedom 
from all: geographical prejudices; b: cause we he- 
hevad; from the who'e tenor of his public fe, he 
would pursue a liberal and just coursé in relation 
to. the“ public lands; and that, in such event, his 
high and ¢levated character, and the general trust 
reposed by the ‘people in his views, would e iuble 
him more effectually than either ofhis competitors 
to promote our great object, ‘the reduction of the 
price of PUBLIC LANDS or something equivalent, 
thereto, We preferred’ Mr. Van Buren because 
he might be favorably compared ‘with either of 
his opponents for talents and pub‘ie Rervices; be. 


cause one of them (Mr. Webster) was decidedly © 


unfriendly to titles founded upon cecttpancy. and 
cultivation; because another (Gereral Harrison) 
was i 
lic land to the emancipation an} colonization of 
our ` slaves, and because the great mss of the 
friends of thé other (Judge White) had saiformly 
opposed every ‘effort to obtain a system of pre- 
emption and‘ graduation laws. 1 recognise no 
stronger opponetits `of $ 
(han the friends of Jadge W 


n Maryland, Vir, 
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| dence, of abiding confidence, ‘in the majority, and 


‘volution the brightest examples of -patriotism and 


‘confederacy to its centre, what must be the moral 


. bas sustained his administration, as mneh on this 


“Jands; promises have been made to them year after 
“Year, and would it not be a species of fraud to say 
Matthey arë trespassers and must be driven off? 


vor of applying the proceeds of the pub: ` 


these salutary measures, | 
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ginia, Georgia, and the Carclinas. These, sir, | 
are some of the reasons that established our pre- 
ference for Mr. Van Buren; reasons as disintetested 
as ever operated upon any other community, and 
not, as the gentleman Jrom Virginia (Mr. Robert- 
son) would insinuate, mercenary and selfish in their 
character. - i ie Ee ; 

Mr. Speaker, mine is. not the language of me- 
nace or disrespect. I speak-in the spicit of confi- 


with a- frankness not often addressed to men in 
power. We have long submitted to injustice; we 
have acquiesced time after time, and administra- 
tion after administration, in the necessity that 
seemed to compel a postponement of our rights; 
and now, when every. political. consideration war- 
rants a speedy redress, when the party always pro- 
fessing to be friendly to our cause have majorities 
in both. Houses of Congress, professions, too, that 
have enabled us for years to sustain ourselves, I 
repeat, sir, that we have good reason to expect 
relief. 

Sir, I have frequently heard gentlemen declaim 
in this hall of our glorious Union. Let me tell 
them if they desire to preserve it, they must no 
tonger spurn at the cries of complaint and injus- 
tice coming from the West. The voice of whole 
communities cannot be stifled in peace. Ifa sin- 
gle State, one that exhibited in the war of the re- 


gallantry, maddened under the unconstitutional 
exactions made upon the South, and shook this 


effect of your treatment to the Western States; of a 
contemptuous rejection of the prayers of their re- 
spective Legislatures; of an avaricious and fraudu- 
lent policy? Sir, you have done mors to cripple 
the energies and damp the affections of the great 
multitude, the men who move in masses, and make 
revolutions, than you ever did to provoke South 
Carolina. Sir, sir, it is worse than a thousand 
tariffs. . 

Mr. Speaker, the policy of redustion and of 
the pre-emption system is so ‘much cherished 
throughout the broad region irrigated by the Mis- 
sissippi and its tributaries, that any refusal to act 
on the subject at this juncture, would produce a 
feeling of alarm and discontent. Guard the pub- 
lic d: main with the closest restrictions to prevent 
fraud and deceptions speculations; watch it with 


the vigilance of a duenna, but do not deprive the 


` poor man of his home, the emigrant of his stimulus, 


the new States of that (which serves asa salutary 
drain for your crowded and suffering population. 
It may-be fashionable to denounce these medifica- 
tions of our land laws as opening avenues to fraud. 
I believe they have essentially contributed to de- 
velope the resources of our country. They have 
created States in the distant west; slocked them 
with men who were foremost in your batiles on 
the frozen wastes of Canada, and who now in 
the same spirit are baptizing with their blocs the 
star-gemmed banner of a maiden empire. . Sir, I 
never think of these men, of their sscrifices and 


“privations, without regretting that the great man, 
(Mr. Clay,) sent here to represent the West, 


whose voice was heard during the darkest hours 
of the late war, cheering on his country, should . 


how be found, still trampet-tongued, pleading not fir 


his once-loved pioneers, but for the right of this 
Government to deprive them of their homes! 

Mr. Speaker: It may well be questioned wheth- 
er you can equitably withhold these privileges 
feom the os upants. This Government has as- 
suredly held ont the presumption that liberal 
changes in the existing laws would bè made. Our 
present Executive certainly went into power, and 


principle as on any other. Inducements have been 
held out to the'people to emigrate to the waste 


try intyaforeignclime. ` a A 

If you'give them. an inchoate title, aad allow 
them to také po:seasion; if, after. having cut down 
your forests; opened roads, improved rivers, and 
built up villages; you- eject them without trial, 


and driven where sir? From your own free coun- 
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or compensation, or sympathy, houseless wanders 
ers over a soil created for their benefit and en: 
riched by their industry, would not the whole 
world denounce it as an act of heartless cruelty? 
Sir, let me warn the House to beware of the con- 
sequence that may follow this parsimonious policy. 
The people of this country are not blind. AT our 
acts ure scrutinized and canvassed by the poorest 
settler in the backwoods, If they should discover 
partial legislat-on; our statute-books teeming with 
laws that operate to the benefit of ene portion of 
society. at. the expense of another; relieving 
wealthy merchants, endowing colleges where a 
poor boy never enters; supporting at great ex- 
pense. a military institution monopolized by the 
influential, and conferring extravagant salaries 
on men who manage cotillions better than armies; 
should they see all this, and compare it with the 
little that has been done for them, the great Mass, 
what must be the consequence? Why, sir, a feel. 
ing of discontent that may be dangerous in time to 
come. In despotic governments the disaffection 
of the people is comparatively unimportant; it can 
be put down with edicts, and censorships, aid 
arms. But here the multitude is frees no chains 
are worn, nor badges of servitude; theré are equal 
privileges, fundamental rights, which we dare not 
violate; public opinion, if it has not the sanctity 
and legality of Government, has more than its 
power. You cannot putthis down, Mr. Speaker, 
by any act of Congress; but you can force upon 
the people a feeling of agrarianism, a jealousy of | 
property, a disposition hostile to chartered rights; 
There is a tendency to thisin all mankind. With. 
out venturing: into political economy, we may di- 
vide society into two classes, producersand non-proe 
ducers, ‘The first constitute the majority, but three. 
fourths of their labor goes to enrich the latter, 
The few become rich, the many remain poor, une. 
der the contributions levied upen them by the 
former, who, in all ages of the world, have, more 
or less, held the law-making power in their hands- 
But still the mass have the strength, and the bone, 
and the muscle; an’, when roused to exertion, by 
a long denial of justice, or by years of oppressive 
legislation, their retribution is terrible. Sir, his. 
tory is full, alas, too fall, of illustrations. There 
are an hundred volumes in yourglibrary crimsoned 
with the story of popular vengeance, Turn to 
those tomes of human vice and folly, and trace 
through their dusty pages the course of every 
revolution from the earliest. records of. time, and 
it will be found that, however pes:poned or ag- 
gravated by other causes, they always commenced 
with some unregarded disaffection Gf the people. 
Mr. Speaker: the agrarian spirit is very dange- 
rous; itis spreading in England, throughout Eu- 
rope, and every man with his eyes open must per- 
ceive its progress in the United States. ‘For the 
last ten years, fostered by unequal laws and high 
tariff duties, it has spread widely, and deeply, 
particularly in your Jarge cities and mandfactaring 
towns, where the inequalities of wealth, the arti. 
ficial distinctions of scciety, and the contrasts of 
plenty and privation are painfully visible. Tig 
s certainly the weak pointin our Government. ft 
is not disunion cr foreign aggression, or extended 
empire or centralism; but this very community 
principle which we may dread. Ina republic it 
must inevitably be produced by partial and op- 
pressive legislation. It can only be arrested by 
conferring equal benefits on all. Sir, the ines 
quality of our legislation is felt by every laboring 
man in the Westin reference to his great object cf 
interest, the public land. 2 

He knows practically that your system of dis: 
posing of them, especially now, when the mania of 
speculation rages, is by no means equitable. They 
are run-ont by sarveyors, who note every valua- 
ble Jot, and sell tbe information thus acquired to 
speculators. They are then put up at auction to 
the highest bidder. - Can the se tler come in com- 
petition with the opulent planter or associated cas 
pital? Canhe.purchase at tenor twenty dollars 


“peracre? No, sir, no. Deceived by his Govern: 


ment, cheated by the deceitful ilusion, not bros | 
ken until the last hour, that-some “veservation, aus 
thorized by-law, would he made in. his favor, the 
care-worn occupant returns, witha bitter and res 
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bellious spirit, to witness the disappointment and } 
wretchedness of his own fireside; his children de- 
sponding; his wife, perhaps, in the agony of child- 
bed sheiterless; himself, decrepid and pennyless, 
driven: forth by the influence’ of wealth, and the 
ingratitude of his country. Oh, sir, it is: unwise 
thus to sport with the affections of your people; 
it is hard thus to deprive one of his home, humble 
though it be. Sprung from the earth, and destin- 
ed to return to it,every man wishes to acquire an 
interest in it—some little spot that be may call his 
own, Itis a deep, absorbing feeling, that nature 
has planted in us. The sailor on the “ vasty 
deep;” the lone Indian and wild-bee hunter on 
the prairies of Missouri; the mountaineer, as be 
threads his chamois track; and the soidier, perish- 
ing for fame ere he freezes into a stiffened corse, 
dreams, all. dream of their early home; and when 
every other feeling is subdued and withered, the 
heart that would not blench at scenes of crime and 
blood, will soften under the Rans de Vache, the 
early song of childhood. 

It is an undying feeling; and when one has gone 
out from his father’s wasted roof, and in the untred- 
den forest clustered his family around some hum- 
ble-shed, can he see it wrested from him by the 
laws of his country, without cursing that country. 
and those who govern it? Sir, what can compen- 
sate a Government for the loss of the love of its 
people? What is your overflowing treasury when 
it is filtered from the tears of the wretched, wrung 
from the hard earnings of those who would coin 
their blood for your protection, and rampart round 
this Capitol with their dead bodies before it should 
be polluted by the presence of an enemy? Sir, If 
you wish to perpetuate this Union; if you wish to 
extinguish ti fatal feeling to which I have ailuded, 
to secure the quiet enjoyment of vested rights for 
ages to come, you will give to every man who 
seeks it a home inthe soil. ‘Chere is little faith in 


parchments or charters, or in the liberty they affect j 


to guaranty; but itis probable this Government 
would endure uncounted centuries, if every quar- 
ter section of the public domain was the buna fide 
property of an actual setiler. Incorporate every 
man with the soil, cluster around him the blessed 
endearments of home, and you bind him in an alle- 
giance stronger than a thousand oaths. 

Mr. Speaker: For years past our Ieg'siation and 
our constitution, or at least the spirit of our consti- 
tution, have been frequently antipodes to each 
other. The constitution rose from the wreck of 
ancient prejudices, a streeture of light and beauty, 
based upon the great principle of equal rights, and 
dedicst-d to rational liberty and law. ‘Phe other 
has tov often been deformed by fcatures incompa- 
tible with the genius of the age; stamped with the 
crude conceptions of feudal times; fettered with 
restrictions dug up from sepulchred centuries. 
Thus your criminal code in this age of philosophy, 
is founded on the precepts of Draco. ‘The dun- 
geon and the scaffold do their work as they did a 
thousand years ago; and the Promethean light of 
science that we hold in cur hands, serves but to 
show the skeletons of tne victims siut up for debt, 
who have perished am'd the death damps of your 
jails and prisons. ‘The sume current rans through 
your whole system of jurisprudence. For years 
past it has seemed to be the study of gentlemen to 
create castes or’classes in society, and to }-gislate 
for one at the expense of another. What is vour. 
tariff system, but a daring outrage on the great 
principe of equality; an experiment oa the for- 
pearance and credulity of the psopl>; a shemeful 
plan to enrich the non-produc- rs, at, the expense 
of those who produce? What are your banks, but 
part and parcel of the same sy:tem, devised to 
harness in the service of the few the God-given en- 
ergies of the many? Incorporated manulacturers, 
stock-jobbera and shavers spring up like fungi in- 
to affluence and distinction; but the laboring men, 
the wealth-creators, remain poor. ‘t Why is it 
that those who cause the earth to produce, 
live themselves without comfort, conven‘ence, or 
luxury; and continue to be poor?? So far from 
giving them protection, there is a heavy burden 
upon every article of prime necessity required by 
the producer. You tax to oppress one man and to 
benefit another; and this is justice! these are equal 
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rights! ‘Sir, this pratective’policy is calculeted to 
render all the necessaries of life scarce and dear, 
and to make manual labor, individual productive. 
ness, a mere drug in the market. Look at the 
state of things in our great cities. There are 
thousands of poor females destitute of ‘clothing 
and stacving for bread. Many, alas! too many, 
yielding to ma‘ernal sympathies to hush the cries 
of a famishing chid, are driven into prostitution, 
to be laughed and scoffed at by the fortunate and 
happy. Others go out as menials, or labor for 
the great merchants, at wazes barely enough to 
subsist upon. They pay the most exorbitant 
prices for the necessaries of life, and a tax to this 
Government for every garment put on their shi- 
vering children. Tbus we lay an excise upon 
wretchedaess itseif; we demoralize hundreds of 
unfortunate beings, crowd the almshouses with 
bastards, and the streets with miserable wretches, 
starving and plundering, to labor in the peniten- 
tiaties or perish on the scaffolds. You create 
criminals, and then chastise them, hke the aban- 
doned mother who strangies with her own hands 
the unfortunate offspring of her abominations. If 
this be the effect of your protective system 
on the morals of the community, what must be 
its effects in a political point of view? I pass 
this by—the odious systema of landlord ard te- 
nint, and absenteeism, and stewardship, which 
are fast gaining ground in this country. T pass 
by the large manufactories, and the scenes of 
oppression sand sufferieg and guilt that are wit- 
nessed there; the ricketty children do#med 
to an early slavery; the unhappy beings lost to 
shame in the depravity of a promiscuous associa- 
tion; the vassal tenantry who fawn upon the rich 
praprietor at the polis—a species of He!ote, more 
servile than a southern slave, who, receiving for 
his daily labor just enough to support fe, never 
hopes for emancipatioa, Ob! sir, could we throw 
open those prison manufactories, cou'd we reduce 
the price of public Jand, and place a home within 
the reach of every one, how many, in the vigor of 
manhood, would rush out to our glad, green val- 
leys and Jaughing streams, to harvest wealth and 
honors! How many of the young and beautiful, 
as yet untainted by the contagion of crime, would 
leave those darksome cells to be the joyous mo- 
thers of freemen in the far-off forests of the West! 
How many too would abandon those scenes of po- 
verty that spread along your Atlantic coast! 
‘Those exhausted fiekis waere Isbor is never re- 
paid; those deser ed halls that echo only to the 
whistling winds; those crumb} hg tombs, mute 
memorials of the past! How many of the poor 
would leave their miserable hovels in Maryland, 
Virginia, and the Carolinas, starving as they are 
upon the reminiscences of by-gone prosperity, for 
a home upen a soil where industry is always re- 
warded! Andyet gentlemen have and will con- 
tinue to eppose reduction from the se!fish, loca 

consideration, that it will dran off their popula- 
‘tion; and thus they doem thousands of their con- 
stituents to a life of tod and suffering, their chil- 
dren to ao inheritance cf poverty. sir, let the 
case be explained to these suffering people, let 
them be told that a comfortable home would Rave 
been provided for each oF them, but for the op- 
position of their own representatives; let this 
be known, sid my word for it, gentemen wil 
regret their course. 

Sir, are we to pass laws to restrict emigration? 
Are we to issue a writof Ne exeat? Must we 
throw a barrier between the respective States, and 
forbid the people to pass from one to the other? 
Sii, what if we do draw off part of the population 
of certain districts? Is it not merely a transfer 
from one Stace to another, under the same broad 
zgis of our national Union! Are we not one in 
origin, one in language, one in the glorious des- 
tiny thet awaits us? What boots it where the 
physical power preponderates, if you give equal 
laws and protection to the whole? Sr, when you 
have the means of making so many indigent fami- 
lies comfortable, and of augmenting at the same 
time your national wealth, will you refus- to do 
so because of its probable effects on populatian? 
Sir, you owe a boon to the laboring class. Who 
fill the rank and file of your army in time of war? 
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Whose bones lay scattered over your battle fields? : 
Who crowd the decks of your men-of-war?, The, 
laboring men. They have been: patriots always, 
from first to last, however divided mong political 
parties; and at a period not far back, when the. 
angry passions of a gallant State were aroused, 
and tho isands of kindred. spirits fevered in Her, 
catse—when the rich ‘and educated of the south 
were moving in mailed array aginst this Govern.” 
meat, had the men of moderate property joined 
them, this Union would have passed ‘away for 
ever. This very Capitol would have become thë 
fortress of a frontier State; this District the battle 
ground of brethers! Sir, you owe a boon to those 
suffering people. paren 

Mr. Speaker, this is the only Government: that.” 
ever speculated in the soil, England, when shé“ 
held dominion here, was prodigal in her dona- 
tions. Spain gave away her lands. Her ‘sons 
were. the pioneers of this’ new world:. nor 
storms, nor unknown seas, nor. famine, nor 
shipwreck, could deter them. On, on they, 
went, in the career of high adventure, Land and 
honors were the rewards che held out to them, 
and their whole h'story is a series of phenomena, ` 
from the outset. of her great navigator to the down- 
fall of Montezuma—the most extraordinary triumph ` 
erer obtained by civilized valor .over physical | 
force. Texas kas pursued the same policy, and 
its wisdorn is evident. If her public domain had ` 
be n fettered with the sime legal restraints to,” 
settlement that exist here, not five hundred of the 
many thousends now there would have crossed | 
the Sabine. But she bas invited them by liberal 
donations; and when that soil was invaded, and 
the flag of despotism reeking over her beautiful 
prairies, look Low bravely those emigrants have . 
rushed to her defence,. Ob, sir, you may rifle the 
leaves of history for deeds of fame; you may - 
search among the fallen columns and mutilated 
tombs of Greece and Rome, immortal even in their 
dissolution, but you will never find a cause more 
sacred, that hasbeen more nobly mainta‘ned, than 
the cause of Zeavs, Land of the brave and freet 
refuge of the unfortunate! home of the poor! soon. 
may thy star shine in cloudless beauty from our 
own loved banner of living glory! me; 

Mr. Spesker, I need not teil the House that the 
tide of empire is sweeping tothe West. The phy- 
sical power of this nation is crossing the Alle- 
ghanies. Ina few years your Capitol may stand 
on the hanks of the Mississippi, and fing its 
broad shadows over the prairies of Mi:souri. 
‘Then, sir, when your cis-montane representatives 
throw themselves upon the charity of Con- 
gress, and beg protection and rlief, could 
you complain, if the voice of the Great 
Wr-r should remind you of your neglect? 
At vo distant day our relative positions wil be 
charged, and you will be the suppliants © Every 
thing around us points to the mighty change that 
is taking place. Where are your noble mansions, 
once the seat of a generous hospit.leuy? Where 
your master minds, « ho impressed their names and 
spirits on the sge? Lo Ie abroad at the svmptoms 
of decay. Exhausted plantations, crambiing edifi- 
ces, Cepopniated towns, crowd upon theeye. Even 
your beantiful river sweeps slong its magnificent 
course almost unshad lewed by the wing of coms 
merce; and where villages once stond, a few solie 
tary tenants mey claim the scere of desolation. 
This, sir, is no fancy sketch. Your power is ra- 
pidly coming tous. Hut we sre your sons, and 
esk for assistance. Do not, bk: an unnatural pas 
rent, force us to rebellion. We ask but fora small 
pertion of the soil we live on. It is moistened with 
the blood of cur fathers; the bones of those who 
fell upon it are sepuitured there; surrender them 
not to beartle:s speculator:, but give us part of a 
soil consecrated bh such solemn memoriais, Give 
sihis, and in the hour of peril cail on us for grat- 
itale. Like the ancient Egyptians, we will pawn 
the very ashes of the dead to preserve the inte 
erity of this Union; and when you shout your battle - 
cry, our gallant men will echo it from mountain to 
valley, and from State to State; wherever your 
banier Moats, and wherever the “blows fall heaviest 
and thickest,” there will they be, the bold and 
generous SETTLERS OF THE Wesr. 
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“REMARKS OF MR. SMITH,- 

ue age os Or MAING, 

In the House of Representatives, January 14, 1836 
=On the bill to refund certain duties paid by. 

Messrs. N. and L. Dana and Co. on salt destroy- 

ied by fleod.. © 

‘Mr. SMITH said, he commended most sincerely 
the vigilance with which the honorable gentleman 
from: Tennessee (Mr. C, Johnson,) watched over 

We Treasury of the Government, He was sure, 
nevertheless, that the gentleman was no less ready 
than. others to refund to individual claimants their 
honest dues, in cases where, upon full investiga- 
tion, the Government is shown to be possessed of 
moneys that rightfully belong to individuals. I 
am most sensible, said Mr. S. of the impossibility 

-that every member upon this floor should examine 

with a just scrutiny every claim that comes be- 

fore ‘us, so as to-enable him to discriminate justly 
between their merits, and the principles which 
they respectively involve. If the honorable gen- 
tleman from. Tennessee had thus scrutinized the 
claim now before the House, and ascertained carc- 
fully the distinction that exists between the princi- 
ples it involves,and the principles upon which rests 
the ‘Fire Bill?’ reported in favor of the N.York city 
merchants, he weuld not have assimilated this bill 
tothat, as being of precisely the same character, 
and as establishing a precedent by which millions 
of dollars would be drawn from the Treasury. Sir, 
said Mr. S. this bill, however it may be of a kin- 
dred character with the New York Fire Bill, is not 
dependent upon the same principles with that bill, 

And the passage of this bill will furnish no prece- 

dént for the passage of the other bill, of which the 

gentleman from Tennessee expresses so much ap- 

prahennion: Whether there be in the other bill suf- 

ficient merit to justify its passage or not, it is not 
now the time to decide. Nor do I now feel myself 

called upon to say, whether I shall or shall not give 
that bill my support. 

' What, sir, is the character of the bill now be- 
fore the House? It is to refund the duties paid 
upon a certain amount of salt imported by the 
claimants, and destroyed by a most extraordinary 
flood, on the night of the same day when it was 
landed upon the wharf. 1 beg leave to call the 
attention of the Fiouse to a candid consideration 
of the principles involved by this bill, for. they are, 
as the gentleman from Tennessee has supposed, 
of much magnitude, and certainly of great interest 
to the mercantile interests of the country, as well 
as of interest tothe Government; they merit the 
deliberate consideration of the Mouse. 

The principles adopted by the Committee of 
‘Ways and Means in reporting this bill, are specifi- 
cally stated in the report, which I had the honor 
to make to the House upon it, and are as follows: 

“That relief for the remission of duties upon 
goods destroyed by inevitable accident, can be 
sey granted in those cases, and in those eases 
only, > 

“Where the goods were still in their original 
state as imported, and had not entered into the 
mass of commodities destined for the immediate 
consumption of the country. 

“Where the circumstances of the loss are such 
as not-only to excite no suspicion of fraud, but as 
expressly and directly to exclude the possibility 
of it. 

“Where the loss could not have been covered 
by ordinary insurance, or guarded against by the 
caution and diligence of a vigilant and prudent 
man of business. ~ 

“Where the evidence to all these points is full, 
direct, unquestionable, and of the highest nature 
the case will permit”? * . 

Now, sir, I appeal to the deliberate judgment 
of this House to determine, whether these prin- 

‘ciples are not founded in sound policy and sub- 
stantial justice, both as they affeet the Govern- 
ment and. the mercantile commupity? Both are 
deeply interested in the judgment of Congress 
upon this subject, and justice towards the one 
must be measured by what is also justice to. 
wards the other. The case now before us, sir, 

‘comes pointedly and indisputably within both 
the: letter and equity of . these principles. 
The salt was destroyed while in its original state, 
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The circumstances of its destruction are such as 
to exclude the possibility of fraud; it was landed 
under the inspection of the custem-house officers, 
and its destruction is testified by them, as also its 
amount. It was a loss that could not have been 
covered by ordinary insurance, No companies ex- 
ists to take insurances of property against risks by 
flood upon the land; andno merchant or other per- 
son ever dreamed of seeking such an imsurance. 


| Such an insurance, against flood upon the land, 


would indeed imply of itself great negligence in 
regard to the place of storing the preperty, and be 
proof of its being an insecure and improper piace. 
Sir, this property, as the proof in this case abun- 
dantly shows, was stored where no flood ha 
been known to reach in fifty years past. It w 


have anticipated the event which destroyed it, 
To all these po‘nis the proof is plenary, indisput- 
able, and above the suspicion of fraud. “Phen, si 
I ask is there agentieman upon this floor, who w 
controvert the justice of this clam, or 
that the duties thus paid ought not to be refund 
Mr. Speaker, Iam not one of those who fe 
themselves tied down to any set of principles, f 
mere regard for precedents. {, for one, care not whe- 
ther a case has precedent in its support or not. I 
look at the principles believed to be involved in 
each case as it arises, and if these aresuch as c 
mend themselyes to my judgment, 1 will support 
the case, though a thousand precedents be ar- 
rayed against it; and so, onthe contrary, ifa cs 
that exhibits precedents without number in 
support, comes not within my notions of jus 
reasoniag and sound principiea, | will cppose : 
repudiate it. But, sir, J know there ar 
men upon this floor whe do place rvtiane 
cedent, and who ask for every new 
arises, if precedent exists to justify it, 
willsay, I have precedents enough in suppor 


every principle involved by this ciaim to sustain | 


ssedent, in Í 


and justify its allowance, And one pre 
particular, wil I furnish the fiouse, y 
only the abstract principle of this case, 

incidental circumstance of it, finds ana 
similitude. History scarcely records twe 
dental and distant events so strangely 
the one now before us and the once I will cite 


i 
rectly. i 


But, sir, I will begin with the carlicst 
of Congress upon ths subject of remit 
onimports destroyed. The principle 
by Congress in many of them, was 
ting duties upon such articles as h 
dentally destroyed while j 3 
original importation; in other we 
that had been dostroyed before e 
consumption of the country. TI 
one of the principles adopted by t 
Ways and Mears in the report of the c 
fore us. This is founded on the suppos 
the destruction of the article thus remitte 
will give place to a new importation into the 
country ofa corresponding amount, upon whic 
the Government will receive its quota of d 
anew, and thus be indemnified for the re 
This is an equitable, and an honest s 
Surely, it can never be the pol 
vernment to speculate upon the mi 
merchants or citizens. Sir, tlis p 
broad enough to cover the case, and tò a 
the remission now proposed by the bill be 
House. 

But, sir, I goto the precedent of © 
The first case } will cite, is the first case de 
ly acted upon by Congress-—the case of 
Jenkins and Co. contained in ch. 47, arl. $ 
the United States, p. 110. The act pr Se: 
_ * That the duties, amounting to $167 5 


of New York, which were. lost by | 
Minerva, on her passage from 
4 


city of Hudson, her part of and the 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury of the ad States 


ud 
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ties on ths 
1796." 
itis observable, Mr. Speaker, that this case 
es a principle of much broader extent 
than is recognised in either the circumstances of 
the ease, or in the report of the case, now before 
the House, The property released from duty in 
Jenkins’s case had made her port of entry, and was 
ling to hef port of delivery, when the loss 
ad the foss ocgurred from an exposure 
perty by the owners to mew risks, and 
i eriy might and would have 
ist by ordinary care and vigi- 
owners, It was an insura- 
ave been foreseen, and 
insé. Inthe Dana 
the loss arose from 
at causes—from a flood of unex- 
ity—from a cause which could not 
ably anticipated, nor calculated 
P: ; froma risk which hu- 
ice could pot have re- 
v arisk not ordmarily 
sin the case is, that 
l a violent gnie of wind 
ued to blow until high wa- 
noon next dau, driving inio the harbor an im- 
> aeu, and raising the tides higher than had 
fir many yours, covering the wharves, 
wing the lower stories of many buildings, 
f tide, the store in which the salt was stored 
was moved from its foundation, and the whole of 
‘washed awry, 


aid goods. Approved, June 14, 


C 


mn E 
garded as 
pusieradee. 


under the inspection of th 
o were witnesses to the loss, 


disa case cwactly in point, 
circumstances of the loss 
with the one now before 
zed was sakt; it was de- 


€ 


by flood, after being landed; it was de- 
bya flood of uncommon magnitude, aad 
ico, GD night ef the day when it 


‘the case of Dana and Co. is the 
ghaut, Itis wonderful bow twe 
a exact similitude should take 
rt of the committee in this for- 
the House of Representa- 
ie was duly considered by 
moved accordingly. The 


sport y s 
Report on 


n Davidson: refi 


aS a 


i the fih instant, 
chat tho said Stewart and 
{ April last, imported at 
en nundred bushels 
sunt of by the col- 
oressic; and thatthe night 
d, an, uncommon storm 
r at the port aforesaid, 
salt was stored, 
ith water, to the 
ud thereby destroyed thir- 
nty five bushels of the 
pray a em 
iy of salt. 

on, that the prayer 
i that a law pass for 


f 


ago sixty-nine of 
os of the House 
for the remission of 
pesset by the Houses 
he Senate, and may 
ews of the United States, 
enty-four, chapter sixty- 
1790, andl is as follows: 
the- duties sceruing on 
is of sult, imperted in the 
port of Annapolis, in the | 
th of April 
Jobn Stewart and John 
teen hundred and twen- 
thereof, which were casually de- 
J, on the night of the same day on 
ait was landed and stored, shali 


is hereby authorized and directed. to allow ace 
on the bond, or boads, executed by the said 
Thomas Jenkins and: Co, for payment of the du- 


be, and the hereby, remitted.” 
Sir, the i teman from Tennessee 
il (Mr. Johnson) says there is no precedent for a 
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has said this only because he could not have 
known of the existence of this case of Davidson. 
He knew not this, probably, from want of that 
critical examination which I have already said it is 

- impossible for every gentleman of this House to 
give to every case that is presented to the House. 
But, says the gentleman, if there be precedent, it 
is only of a casual case that passed without the 
observation of members, and a full knowledge of 
the facts. Sir, [admit that some precedents do 
find a place upon oar statute books from over- 
sight, and precedents that are wrong in principle, 
and that deserve not to weigh as authority. But, 
sir, the honorable gentleman will observe that 
this one now cited cannot have been, nor now be 
considered, as of this accidental and unworthy 
character; for the law itself embodies the fact that 
it is a remission of duties on salt, “casually de- 
stroyed by flood on the night of the same day on 
which the said sali was landed and stored” —pre- 
cisely the case now before the House. 

Sir, what was just in 1790 is just at this day, if 
founded in principle.* The case of Davidson was 
allowed, not upon mere policy or expediency, in 
1790, but upon principle; upon principle founded 
in equity as wellas sound policy. It was allowed 
upon the same principle now recognised by the 
Committee of Ways and Means in the report of the 
case now before the House. 

Congress conceded that the article destroyed 
was in its original state; that it bad not gone into 
the market, nor entered into the consumption of 
the country; that its destruction would probably 
give place toa new importation of a correspond- 
ing amount, upon which the Government would 
get its duty; that it was destroyed without any 
lack of ordinary prudence and vigilance on the 
part of the importer; that the destruction could 
not have been covered by an ordinary insurance, 
and that all the facts were so proved, as to nega- 
tive the possibility of fraud in the case. Such is 
precisely the case now before the House; and upon 
what principle, I ask, can the one case be allowed, 
and the other disallowed? 

The next kindred case of remission that is on 
record, is the case of two French citizens, which 
reads as follows: 

& An act for the remission of the duties on eleven 

* On April 20, 1792, Alexander Hamilton, 
then Secretary of the Treasury, reported to the 
House on the petition of Eliphalet Ladd, which 
had been referred to his consideration by the 
House, in favor of remitting entirely the duties 
on goods which have been shipwrecked, and which 
escape either with or without damage, or to vest 
the power somewhere either to remit or abate, 
according to the circumstances of the case. He 
added: “From the rareness of the casualty, this 
loss to the revenue, from either arrangement, 
could not be very material’ ’—See it in State Pa- 
pers, vol. 1, on Finance, page 162. ik 

In the case of Paul Chase, praying a remission 
of duties on goods imported into St. Marys, Geor- 
gia, during the last war, and subsequently cap- 
tured by the enemy, the committee said: “The 
object of the Government in laying duties on, fo- 
reign merchandise imported into the United 
States, is to raise a revenue for the support of Go- 
yernment on foreign merchandise actually cen- 
sumed within the United States”’—See House Re- 
ports, No. 27, Session 1824 and 725. 


So in the case of J. F. Ohl, where seventy-five | 


boxes of sugar were imported into Philadelphia 
in November, 1896, and destroyed by fire on the 
7th of December, 1827, (three months thereafter, ) 
the committee say: “The committee consider the 
precedents in which relief has been given, to be 
confined to cases where the goods have been 


burnt or destroyed in the form in which they were | 


originally imported; and believing, as they do, 
that the spirit of the revenue laws requires the 
collectionof duties only upon those goods whieh are 
consumed in the country, and that «very loss of this 
kind must necessary call for an additional and 
equivalent importation, upon which duties will be 

_ paid, have reported a bill,” &c.— See Report 170, 
yolume 3, 1827 and 728, 
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ease like the case now before the House; but he i 


hogsheads of coffee, which have been destroyed 

by fire. f : 

_ “ Whereas, eleven hogsheads of coffee were 
imported in the brig Jason, from Cape Francois, 
by two French citizens, to the port of Norfolk 
and Portsmouth, in November last, and the duties 
thereon secured to be paid by Messieurs Elliot and 
Purviance, of the same port: And whereas, the 
said eleven hogsheads of coffee were afterwards, 
on account of the same importers, shipped to the 
port of Baltimore, and there, in the night of the 
seventh day of January last, destroyed by fire: 

“Be it therefore enacted, ic. That the duties 
paid, or payable, to the United States, on the 
same eleven hogsheads of coffee be, and the same 
are hereby, remitted; and it shall be the duty of 
the collector of the ports of Norfolk and Ports- 
mouth torefund the seme duties, if they have been 
received. . 

Approved May 9th, 1794.” 

This act is found in the United States Laws, vol. 
2, page 404, ‘This case again covers a principle of 
much broader extent than the case of Dana and 
Co. and exhibits, comparatively, no merit, when 
contrasted with the latter. The claimants were 
foreigners—the godds had been imported to one 
market, and thence to a second market, and were, 
after this, destroyed by fire, by an exposure of the 
property to a new and ordinary risk, against 
which an insurance might have been effected, and 
against which ordinary prudence would have ef- 
fected an insurance. Nevertheless, as they were 
destroyed before entering into the consumption of 
the country, the duties were refunded. 

And here again 1 beg the attention of the hon- 
orable gentleman from Tennessee, and of the 
House generally, to the fact, that this case of the 
French citizens is not one where the facts could 
have escaped the notice of Congress, while the 
law-in its f vor was on its passage. -t is not a 
preceden: that was established through the negii- 
gence of Congress. So well did Congress under- 


stand what the measure and the case was, and. 


so careful were they in the recognition ¿f ihe 
principle it involved, that the facts of the case 
were specially set forth in the preamble of tae 


bill, as I bave read it from the statute book. ' 


Congress herein recogn.srd the principle, that in- 
asmuch as the proper y destroyed had net actual- 
ly entered into the consumption of the country, 
and had not gone into the market, but was held 
“on account of the same imporlers,”’—in other 
words, had never changed hands and owners, it 
was but just, end honest, and politic, to refuid 
the duties pad uponit, though it had been seye- 
ral months in the country. 

Sir, I do not press the principle in this broad 
extent now. I donot say t would recognise it to 
such an extent now. F cite the case only to show 
how much broader is the pri: ciple upon which 
Congress has heretofore acted in the remission of 
duties, than in the ene now involved by the case 
before us: Surely, sir, if the case of the French ci- 
tizens be admissible in half its extent, the case of 
Messrs. Dana and Co. now hefore us is beyond 
question. 

The case of Jabez Rogers is another case 
founded on the same policy of the Government. 
It is entitled “an act for the remission of the du- 
ties on certain distilled spirits destroyed by fi e.” 
lt was approved June 7, 1794, and treads as 
follows: [See United Slates Laws vol. 2, p. 485.] 

«Whereas Jabez ‘ogers Junior, who had 
erected large works at Middlebury, in the State 
of Vermont, for distilling spirits from the produce 
of the country, has had the same twice destroyed 
by fire, wih a quantity of spirits therein, on 
which by law duties had become payable to the 
United States: ; 

“And whereas, considering the equity of the case, 
said duties ought to be remitted; therefore 

“ Be it enacted, €c. That the duties payable to 
the United States on all such distilled spirits as 
shall be proved, to the satisfacion of the super- 
visor of the distiict of Vermont, to have been de- 
stroyed by fire in the distilleries latety burat at 
Middlebury, in the State of Vermont, be and are 
hereby remitted.” 

Here, again, the principle adopted is altogether 


“ie 


more broad and liberal: than. is asked:or:contemi=: 
plated in the case of Dana and Co. now before the 
House. It not only adopts the principle. of re- 
funding the duties that had accrued to: the’Go- 
vernment, because the dutiable article was. de~. 
stroyed before entering into the ordinary con- 
sumption of the country, but, also, ja a case: 
where the loss incurred-was from a risk against 
which ordinary prudence would have protected 
the. owner; where an insurance. of the property, 
against the very loss incurred, was possible. The 
case before the committee embodies all the merit 
of the first principle, without being exposed ‘to 
the derogation ef the last mentioned circumstance, 

The principle of refunding duties. imposed: by 
Government in cases ‘where the purpose of both: 
the Government in imposing such duties, and of the 
individual in paying them, has been defeated by in- 
evitable and unforeseen accident, which is precisely 
the principle of the case of the Danas—was fully 
recognised and adopted by Government in the act 
of June 1, 1796, entitled “An act providing relief 
to the owners of stills within the United States, 
for a limited time, in certain cases.” That act” 
provided (see vol. 2 U, S. Laws, p..571) that 
where’a distiller had been “really and truly pre~ 
vented from employing or working his. still or - 
stills, during any. part of the term “fer which he 
had rendered it lable to pay.a duty upon its or 
their capacity, “by the destruction or. failure of 
fruit and grain, or any other unavoidable: cause, 
within the district in which he resides, ke.” he 
might pay upon its capacity a pro rata duty for. 
the time his still or stills were actually employed. 

The same principle was adopted by the act of 
March 3d, 1797, relating to duties laid upon mills 
employed in the manufacture of snuff. The se- 
cond section of that act provides as follows: (see 
vol: 2, U. S. Laws, p.590,) ‘* That in all cases of 
licenses granted under the said act, whete, by. 
failure of water, or other eausalty, occurring to the 
mill or mills, or to the implements, or tu the pro- 
prietor, or other person licensed, the use and 
benefit of such licerse has been lost, or conside-.. ; 
rably interrupted, and the duties thereon required, 
or paid, may be considered peculiarly unequal and 
injurious; the Secretary of the Treasury, upon. 
due representation and proof of such case, shall 
be, and hereby is, authorized to cause to be re- 
funded, or remitted, such part of duties paid, or 
secured, on such license, as shall appear just and 
reasonabie under the circumstances of the case, . 
and having regard to the loss, injury, or peculiar 
hardship sustained as aforesaid.” : 

I may cite the case of the Providence mer- 
chants, found in vol. 3, p- 433, of the Laws of the 
United States. The collector of the District of 
Providence, in the State of Rhode Island, was: 
authorized and directed, by the law of their case, 
to remit the duties on such parts of two certain 
cargoes of teas as were imported on the 29th of 
July, 1800, by Thomas Lloyd and Co. and on the 
22d of August, 1800, by John J. Clark, ‘fas re- 
mained deposited to secure the payment of duties, 
under the care of the officers of the customs, on 
the twenty-first day of January last, in the afore- 
said town of Providence, and shall be proved, to 
the satisfaction of the said collector, to have been 
burned and destroyed.” 

This was approved, March 3, 1801. 

The committee who reported this last case for 
relief, say: 

“ Your committee are of opinion, that, as the 
goods were under the care of the officers of the 
customs at the time they were consumed by fire, 
and not subject to the control of the owners, and 
that, as granting relief in this case cannot establish 
a precedent dangerous to the revenue, the prayer 
of the petition ought to be granted.—American 
Stute Papers, vol. 1, on Finance, p, 698. 

Here the principle of not exacting duties on 
goods destroyed before entering into the ordinary. 
consumption of the country, is distinctly and unde- 
niably recognised, and the great leading principle 
of the case. Here, also, the principle of remis- 
gion is extended far beyond the nature of the case 
presented-by the Messrs. Danas and Co. becanse 
it is made to cover a loss arising from. a risk, 
against which an ordinary, insurance and ordinary 


24th Conc...0d Sess. 


- APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSI 


< On Mr. Wists reso'ution—Mr. Hamer. 


` 


ONAL GLOBE. 


Jan. 1837 
_ H. of Reps. 


vigilance, would have protected the owners, The 
fact that the property was ‘stiil in possession of 
the Government doés not alter the case, only so 
foras it may presume to shut out the possibility of 
fraud on the part of the importers, because this fact 
did not take the case out of the principle of ordi- 
nary insurances, nor release the owners from exer- 
cising ordinary. vigilance to- secure themselves 
againut-loss from such a risk. 

‘Mr. Speaker, 1I might go on and. cite, in. detail, 
each of the several cases that have come before 
Gongress for remission, but. for consuming. too 
much of the time of the House. Suffice it to say, 
that after careful and vigilant svarech, ] find no case 
conflicting with the principle ofthe case now pre- 


sented, and when the fact that the property de-. 


stroyed was so situated as not to be insurable, was 
taken’ into consideration. Cases may be found 
where there was a want of proof of vigilance and 
ordinary care, or where the property was insur- 
able in the ordinary way, or where it has been ex- 
posed to new. risks, against which the Govi rn- 
ment could not property be made a partner with 
,the importers'or owners. Such cases have been, 
and very properly, tvo, rejected. The last case 
of this kind, I'believe, which was acted on by Con- 
gress, was thut of George andj William Hangs, in 
January, 1830. It was a case of goods destroyed 
by fire. Bu’, sir, on turning to the proceedings 
of the House upon this case, I find it to have been 
one clearly excluded by the principles of the re- 
port of the Committee of Ways and Means in the 
case before us. The case of Bangs* was-one of 
negléct and want of ordinary care The gentle- 
man who is now the oldest representative of Khode 
Island. upon this floor (Mr. Pearce) was among 
the number who opposed the bill, and he op posed 
it on the ground, that the argument urged in its 
support ‘ would e-tablish a bad precedent? — 
* would lead to the conclusion that Government 
would guaranty all goods imported, which, 
THROVGH NEGLEN, might be destreyed in the 
store, or which might be exported by ccastwise 
navigation from the North to the South’? He de- 
nied that there was any analogy between the case 
and that of the goods destroyed by fire at Savan 
nah, and upou which the duties were remitted. 

The honorable chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, of the present Hous, ets also 
among the number who opposed the bili in favor 
of the Bangs. He did it. xprissly on the ground 
that: "the cthect of the passage of the bill would be 
to encourage the lporting merchones to negh ct 
their business, “He attributed tue fact of tus claim 
being made to the remissnesy of the importer, who 
ought, as every merchart who knows his business 
does, to have insurd his proyety This was a 
case, he contended, O! GROSS and PALPABLE NEG- 
esscr; andifthe House should adopt the prin- 
ciple of the.b-H, we would have our tables crowd- 
ed with memorials whenever a fire takes place in 
the United States Tne merchants in the interior 
of the country had as good rignt to claim a remis- 
sion of duties on goods destroy ed by fire as the im- 
porters.” 

Sir, I accord most fully with these views, and 
the principles upon which they are founded. But, 
sir, a broad, marked, ard manifest principle cis- 

“tinguishcs the caze now before the House, from 
the Bangs case, as thus, represented. In a case 
not only deficient in proof of ordinary vi Lince, 
on the part of the importer, but thus marked by 
proof of “gross and papable negligence,” I 
should feel it my duty, as every- other member of 
this body would feei itto be his duty, to reject the 
claim. Sir, the argument of such a case do.a not 
touch or affect the merits of the present one. 

Thus much, Mr. Speaker, have I feit it my duty 
to say in relation to precedents. I will venture 
to affirm, that while numerous precedents of remis- 
sion. canbe adduced, covering all of the principles 
of the present case, and stretebing even far beyond 
it, not.one.cuse will be found rj-cted, wherein 
the facts set forth are not distinguishab'e in pont 
of strength and merit from this & se, and therefore 
net. deserving of weight’ as authority against it, 

*See Gales and Seaton’s Register of Debates, 
vol. 6, part 1, p. 622, 


-even with those gentlemen, who wish to, be- go- 
verned by precedent. ene > 

Rút, sir, I -appeal now to those naked princi- 
ples of jastice and policy, which this House and 
Congress ought and may safely adopt, as decisive 
of alt cases. Task not to have this Dana case re. 
garded as an exception to all general principles of 
legislation, but as coming fairly and rightfully 
within thoee-general principles which ought to be 
recognised in ali legislation towards the mercan- 
tie commanity.. These are the principles laid 
down in this report ef the Committee of Ways 
and Means. And let it be established, that in 
those cases, and in those cases only, wiil Congress 
remit duties on goods destroyed, where 

Ist. The goods were, when destroyed, in their 
orisinal state as imported, and had not entered 
into the mass of commodities destined for the im- 
mediate consumption of the country. 

2dly. Where the circumstances of the loss are 
such as not only to excite no suspicion of fraud, 
but as expressiy and directly to exclude the pos- 
sibility of it. y 

Sdly. Where the loss could not have been co- 
vered by erdinary insurance, or guarded against 
hy the caution and diligence of a vigilant and pru- 
dent man of business; and 

Where. the evidence to all these points is full, 
divect, unquestionable, and ef the. highest nature 
the case will permit. 

Sir, Task the allowance of this Dana case only 
upon those principles—as a case justified in every 
reqiurement of those principles beyond any con- 
troversy or question, F ean concvive of no danger 
or possib'e injustice to the Treasury of the Govern- 
ment by adopting these fundamental rules of re- 
mission. f can conceive of no sound argument 
that can be adduced on the opposite side, that will 
net do injustice to the commercial interests of the 
ccunty. Surely Government cannot desire to 
pursue a policy thatehall work injustice to the vigi- 
lant importing merchant, nor to speculate upon 
his inevitable misfortunes Ifthe merchan‘, under 
any case that can be conceived of as coming within 
the princip'es I have adverted to as the just ones 
to control this case, can s'and up against the loss 
incurred, without any fault on his part, of the orig. 
inal cost and expenses of importation of the goods 
so destroyed, surely the Government may weil ab- 
stain from exacting of him the payment of duties 
upon the property; and surely, moreover, the Go- 
vernment that is unwilling. to relax its demands 
upon the unfortun.ie merchants in a case of such 
extreme hardship, must. be regarded as slow in- 
deed in the encouragement of honest enterp ise. 
1 trust such is not the character of cua Govern. 
ment. Be that asit may, l have discharged my 
duty towards the claimants in this, and every simi- 
lar case. - 


AEST PNO EENS REA 
SPEECH OF MR. HAMER, 
Cr Onto. 

In Fuse of Representutives, January 5, 1837— 
Ona resolution, offered by Mr. Wise of Vir- 
gnia, for the appointment of a committee to 
inquire into the state of the Executive Depart- 
ments of the Government, : 

Mr, Speaker: Itisa fact wel] known to every 
gentleman who has been an observer of the sigas 
of the times fora few years past, that the speeches 
delivered here have considerable effect upon the 
public mind. itis right that they should. The 
membcrs sent here are presumed to have some 
knowledge of the nature of our Government, of 
the interests of the country, and of the manner in 
which the Government is administered. What 
they publicly declare, under such circumstances, 
in their places, under official and personal re- 
spons.bilitics, deserves to have an influence upon 
thelr own immediate constituents, and upon the 
public at large, 

For three years past I have frequently listened 
to speeches, made by gentlemen in the opposition, 
which I thought,-st the time, deserved replies. 
Others thought differently, and they were  per- 
mitted to pass unnoticed. Some of these speeches 
contained the slang and falsehoods of detter wri- 


Eri 


ters and unprincipled editors, po ished and ens 
dorsed by the oratcr, and sent cut to poison and 
mislead the public mind with regard to those wha 
are in power, ; 

Some of us have thought we cught not to an- 
wer them, because it would oceupy too much 
time. It was believed that we ought to transact 


` the public business, and go home. Tamas much 


opposed to the lorg desultory debates that occur 
here, involving the Presidential and every other 
question before the ccuntry, as any one else. We 
carry these things so far, that it has been remark- 
ed by more than one intelligent citizen, that the 
House of Representatives was becoming a mere 
debating socicty—a club for the discussion of po- 
litical questions. “My opimion is, that we ought 
first to trausact the public business, and then, if 
we have time to spare, Jet us debate these topics. 
The + {fairs of cur constituents should be first at- 
tendedio. It was for that they sent us here, ant 
when the duty is discharged, itis time enough to 
engage in making political harangues.. But jin- 
stead of this, we waste the commencement and the 
middle of the s-ssicn—nay, almost the whole pe- 
riod—-with such debates, and near the clese of it 
take up and pass some fifty ora hundred biils: de- 
capitate a hundred more, without much éxamina- 
tion, and then adjourn. This, in my es imation, is 
all wrong, But what is to be gained by our remain: 
ing siewt? If we do not debate, the opfosition 
will, The time is consumed, and the vocatulary 
of our languege ransacked. for opprobrious epi- 
thets, to bv heaped upon the Executive, upon this 
House, snd upon the constituents who sustain 
both. Corruption, fraud, tyrant, usurper, slaves, 
are familiar terms here, 

Thvse charges are made day after day, and re- 
mam uncontradicted, to go out to the country and: 
circulate among the people, Are these charg s 
true or false? ‘Phat “silence gives consent”? i» an 
oh! masira, which bas auch truth in it, The fre- 
gueat repethion of these charges bv the opposi- 
tion, and the silence of the friends of the adminis- 
tration, will induce some portion of the country to 
betieve them. If they are true, we ought to ad- 
m:t them; if not, we should pronounce them false. 
So far asf know or believe, they ure false, and I 
therefore pronounce th:m so before the country. 

Noone word is heard otener in our debates 
here, than the word “Party!? The opposition 
gentlemen sem to be peculiarly fond of it. They 
are consantly appealing to us to disregard party 
considerations, and go for the country ! 

Tiere are parties in all free Governments, They 
arise froma difference of opinion among men in ree 
gard to t e policy to be pursued by those wio are 
entrusted with admininistraiion of pubiic affairs.” 
Cacditaes, holding to opposite principles, present 
themselves Pir public favor, and the people decide 
between them. la other countries, especialy in 
England, one party is sid to be out of power, and 
the other in, #s the cne er the other may happen 
to be successful. It was formerly so here. At one 
t me the Federal party wss in power, and at anotber 
ume the Republican or Democrats party. But fora 
few years past a different mode of expression has 
b-en adepied. The opposition claim to be “THE 
COUNTRY, snd denounce us as “a party!” 
We, who have been in power for eight years, wes 
who elect the President ‘and su. ain him and his 
.dministration, by the votes of a large majurity of 
the American people; we, forsooth, are “a party,” 
whilst a menovity, struggling in vain to obtain the 
control of, the Government, impudently claim to 
be the country! San 

Now, Uier: never can be a universai concur 
rence ¢ on wih respect to public men and 
public mesure- and when the questionhas been 
fai-ly presented te the piop'e, anda majority de- 
cide either one way or the other, that decisign is, 
virtually the veice of the country. Sucha deci., 
sion has bien made... it was announced in 1828, 
and hes remsintd. uoreversed until this time: 


-We are the country, and have been during: all - 


that period. If there are either: “parties”: Or. 
“fyctiens,” in the case, they are to. be fonnd 
among those who manifest violerit and -perseve ing 
spzposition to the will of the majority; a will so 
gistinctly and repeatedly expressed by the sovee 
reign people of the United States. 
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Lhave no disposition to fight the Presidential 
campaign over again upon this floor: to imitate tee 
old soldier, who shouldered hisfcrutch, and showed 
how fields were won. But as reviewing seems to be 
the order of the day, and it has become very unfa- 
shionable to speek to the subj: ct before the House, 
I will look back ts some of the: topics which 
have been in‘roduced into this debate, as well as 
others that have taken place here. 

It has been quite common for the. last three 
years to hear the President pronounced a usurper, 
anda tyrant. Grecian, Romar and English histo- 
ry have all been put in requisition, and carefully 
examined, from beginning to end, for the purpose 
of finding parall-ls and illustrations of his crue'ty, 
tyrany and usurpation. It is an easy matter to 
make these comparisons, snd to cell hard names. 
It requires very litte talent and less reading. But 
gentlemen should remember that declamation is 
not argument; and that assertionis not proof. 1f 
these parallels are just, it must be within the pow- 
er of those who use them, to point to the facts 
which render tke President obnoxious to the 
charges preferred against hin, Why are they not 
given? In what point bas he violated either law 
or constitution? Let them point to the instance, 
and give us the circumstances. General, indiscri- 
minate condemnation will net satisfy the Ameri- 
can people. When the cases are specified, it will 
be matter for investigation and ary nment whether 
they sustain the accusacions so confidensdly made by 
his antagonists. Until then J, for one, shall consi 
der it as mere idle deciamation. 

Ido wot stand here to pronounce a enlogium 
upon the President. His acts are before his coun- 
trymen, and they have alr ady, in the: pre-ence 
of his accusers, r ndered a verdict of unqualified 
approbation upon his public career.” What mo- 
tive can he have to infringe upon the liberties of 
his fellow citizens, or to overturn the’ constitution 
of his country? None. His count'ymen huve con- 
ferred upon him every favor in their gift, and be 
has attamed the bighest station which human 
power ean bestow. From that station heis about 
to retire, leaving kis country happy and prospe- 
rous beyond exainpie, and atended by the benes 
dictions of a just and. grateful people, 

But Lwill nst enter upon his defence. IFI 
were inclined to do so, under ether circumstances, 
I have been saved the necessity of discharging 
this duty, by the able and eloquent speech of my 
friend from Indiana, (Mr. Hannegan,) who has 
just taken his seat, te has troated this subject so 


mach more ably tban I could hope to do, tat I- 


will not attempt to tread upon the ground he has 
already occupied. i 

Can any one fail to see why it is that these un- 
founded charges are so often repeated? Those 
who have studied the nature of the human miud, 
are aware of the influence made upon it by repeated 


blows, followed up from time to time with untir. ` 


ing perseverance. This everlasting haminering in 
the same place will ultimate'y produce its effect 
upon the hardest meterish; and assaults made 
upon indivicual character, wx ther pub ic or pri 
vate, from day to day, for a.series of ye-rs, if un- 
contradicted, will finally gain credence, even 
among a man’s friends. This is the secret of the 
merciless warfare which has been carried en 
against President Jackson. 

Another fruitful topic of discussion with the 
oppcsit-on, is the inconsistency of the President 
and his friends in regard to the great questions of 
policy thit have been agitated before the country 
fir some years past. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginii (Mr. Robertson) has sdvcrted to this con- 
trarie ty of opinios. 

[Mr. Rosenrson arose, and said the gentle- 
man from Olio bad misapprehended him, 
He did not sprak of the differences of prin- 
ciple among tbe fiiends of the sdministra- 
ton. He had ssid nothing of the terrible federal- 
ists they hid in their ranks, nor of the discordant 
materials that composed their party; but he had 
attempted to show that the Present was ineon- 
sistent with himself; that, from his own acts. and 
commun'cations, he might be cia'med as the 

- fel. nd or the enemy of the tariff, internal improve. 
ments, the bank, &e. &e.J 
Mr. H ssid he.accepted the gentleman’s state- 
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hénded the tenor of his observations. But-he 
would tell the gentleman, that with regard to 
‘terrible federalists,” if he wanted to find them 
of the real biack cockade stamp of 1800, he might 
readily do so, and that in great numbers, among his 
own political associates. He believed the gentle- 
man had never belonged to that school; but there 
were many of them among those who co-operated 
with him against the administration. The old 
black cockade party, and their regular descen- 
dants and successors, who held the same doctrines, 
formed no small portion of the opposition. Look 
said he. at Massachusetts, so highly complimente| 
the other day by the honorable gentleman from 
South Carolina, (Mr. Pickens,) and you may there 
see on what side the remnant of the cld federalists 
of 798 are to be found. 

On this subject of the tariff, as well as upon 
several others, there is an old proverb, which I 
can recommend to the consideration of gentlemen 
in the opposition. I know it is said by Lord 
Chesterfield. and others, to be rather vulgar to 
Guote proverbs, but I confess [like them, Pro- 
verbs are usually the result of, the accumulated 
experience of sucessive generations of men. In 
ni eteen cases out of twenty, they are true, Tt is 
their truth which preserves them; if false, they 
would be forgotten. The one to which 1 allude 
is, that ‘those who live in glass houses ought not 
to throw stones.” 

Do we difir in regarl to the doctrine of a pro- 
tective tarifi? Pray, what are the sentiments of 
the opposition upon this subject? Have they any 
principle in commen with regard to protection? 
What is it? Ask the nullifiers; the people of 
what is called (and [ think she has earned the tithe 
here, if nowhere else) the gallant little State of 
Souwh Carolina. Why, sir, it is but a short time 
since they were willing to peril every thing, 
Unien itself, rather than submit to a protective 
tariff—to a “bill of abominations.” Fhey deny 
the power of Congress to pass any such law, and 
hold all such enactm ats to be open violations of 
the constitution. But what say the opposition in 
the North and the West? What are the senti- 
ments of the “ American system’? men on this 
subject? They believe that the Federal Govern- 
ment not only has the authority to puss such laws, 
but that it is a solemn duty we owe our country to 
afford them this protection. These are the gen- 
tlemen who are so grievously offended at the 
want of consistency among the friends of the ad- 
ministration! 

How is it in respect to internal improvements 
under the suthority of the Gene:al Government? 
Here there is a like inconsistency amongst our po- 
Jitieal opponents. In the South and Southwest, 
th: power to construct roads and canals is most 
strenuously denied; but in the North and West itis 
almost universally claimed and conceded, It is 
with one portion of the: country a most radical 
error to attempt the exercise of this authority; 
whilst in another region it is a part of the consti. 
tutional duty of the functionaries here to make 
large appropriations for this purpose. What a 
Celightlul harmony there would he ameng such 
gentlemen, if they were in power, and had control 
of the finances of the country! What discussions 
we should hear among themselves upon the cos- 
stitutionality and wisdom of such, appropriations! 
It would be the music of the spheres; a concord 
of sweet sounds, Their President would have no 
difficulty whatever in adopting a line cf policy 
which would receive the unanimous support of all 
his party. l 

Another very important subject involved in the 
political contests ot the last three cr four years, is 
the Bank of the United States. What are the sen- 
timents of the opposition with regard to this insti- 
tution? As variant as the colors of the rainbow. 
The strict constractionists in the South deny the 
power of Congress to create such a corporation. 
Some hold that, if they had the power, it would be 
inexpedient to exercise it; and others that it would 
be excellent policy to create a bank with proper 
limitations. Another class believe the power cx- 
iste, but that its exertion would be dangerous to 
public liberty; whilst the real. “Simon Pore,” tho- 
rough-going Bankites, not only claim the autho- 


nent with pleasure; he had no. doutt misippre- 
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| rity, bat insist that, such-a bank. is-inilispensabiy: 
neccsssry, as a. great balance wheel to- regulate: 
the currency, and control the[fiscal operationsiof 
the country. (These are.the.men who are never 
weary in the discharge of their duty. They: go 
about day and night, crying, “distress! ruin! banks 
mptey! and wretchedness;”—to alarm and tertily 
the people with supposed dangers,’ just before 
them, which are, in fuct, never to be realized. No 
man can receive their voles for Pre-ident, unless 
they believe he will lend his. influence. to. the eṣ- 
tablishment of a great National Bank. : This.is, _ 
with them, “the very bottom and the soul of 
hops.” Which: side would: prevailin the, new 
„Administration? Would the Executive be for:a 
Bank, or against it? No mortal man caw solve the: 
this preb'em. Not aman in’ the opposition will’ 
attempt to answer the question. oe 
Again, sir, we are toid that the present Execu- 
tive came into power under pledges to produce 
important reforms, That ‘retrenchment, and 
reform”? were the motto of the narty wha élect 
ed him; and that the * reforms” have not been 
made. Pray, what are the reforms which de» 
serve our attention? Are there any useless offie 
ces that ought to be abolished? If so, name them. 
Docs any officer receive too large a compensa 
tion?” Let us know it. » Are there any ‘changes 
necessary in the organization of. the Departments, 
or in the laws regulating the action of particular. 
bureaus? Point them out. I will go beart- and 
hand with any gentleman, for whatever. is: proper 
to be done in regard to these matters, and- I date 
say there will be a general co-operation on the 
| part of my political friends in so laudable an un- 
i dertaking. Let gentleman. either propose some» 
| thing as proper to be done, let them at least 
point out the evi), or cease ‘their everlasting cla- 
| mer about the violation of pledges on our part, 


How can reforms be made where every thing. is 
already perfect? What surgeon amputates..a 
sound limb? Who administers. medicine toa 
person in the vigor of manhood, and ..perfeetly 
free from disease? If there .be either wound or 
blemish in tle system, let it be, madè -knowns 
and we, who possess the law-making power, 
should forthwith provide a remedy. Ls 

| _ * Proscription” is one of the topics upon which 
the opposition delight te expatiste. It is of two 
kinds, according to their account of it: first of pub- 
lic officers, and secondly of the minority as amass, 
As to the flest, it is said that all are removed who 
are not of the dominant party; that none can’ be 
appointed who are wot of the sam2 faith; and that 

| the read to-honor and emolument is thus closed up 
to the minority entirely.. A more unfounded 
charge than this was never made against any party. 
of min since the world began... Why, sit, a- ma- 
jority of the offices in this city, held under the Ex. 

| ecutive of the United States, are now, and hava 
| been for eight. years, in the hands of opposition 
‘men. Whilst this: charge is repeated here from 
| day to day, and reiterated by political partisans 
' from one end of the continent to the other, ‘the 
opposiion clerks are quietly receiving their sala- 

| ries in the different departments, receiving and 
‘holding their respective appointments from the 
, President of the United States and the members 
li of his cabinet! 

i fs it otherwise in regard to the post offices? I 
know that in my region of country a large majori- 
ty of the offices are in the bands of the opposition. 
| I believe it isso throughout the United States, if. 
|! we take the whole number of offices connested 
i with that Department. So you may fnd bundredg 
i 
| 
i 


in the custom-!iouses of the same political faith, 
enjoying the favor of this. administration. . What 
becomes of the charge then, that ne one can held 
office buta democrat? It vanishes before the sun- 
light of truth, leaving not a trace upon the surface 
where it so lately rested. / hoe 

The proscription of the minority en masse, 38 a 
subject f have nevek been able to comprehend. 
How are they proscribed? Do they netenjoy allthe 
rights and jmmunitics guaranteed to other eitis 

zens? Have they been disirenchises? . What 
i privilege bas been ‘taken away? Are nat. the. 
|! courts open to them for redress of theif grievances? 
| Are not. their; persons, reputations, and property 

protected by law, like those of other citizens? if 


| 
i 
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so; of what do they complain? Why, 
get office! . Er 

This brings me to the consideration of the 
100,000 office holders, who are said to-havè been 
“sustaining the administration. for some tite past, 
and to. have conducted the campaign in favor‘of 
Mr. Van.Buren. I can remember when I believed 
there was something in this story about the office 

holders sustaining Mr. Van Buren, and being his 

. principal supporters., It was asserted-in that bold 
And confident tone which we so frequently listen 
to here, and I teok it for granted gentlemen would 
“not say so in that manner, unless it was well es- 
tablished. I have been deceived in that way 
“mere that once, Gentlemen rise and tell us that 
the South will do this, and the North wont do that, 
ina tone of authority that leads a young man inex- 
perienced in the ways of the Capitol, tobelieve they 
are authorized to speak’ for the whole scope of 
country indicated in their remarks. It is not so. 
Tam older now, and understand these things. I 
have been behind the curtain here, which excludes 
our doings from the eyes of the American people; 
and when I hearand see these things, I attach justso 
much weight to them as they deserve. Such as- 
severations are often made by gentlemen, who, no 
doubt, believe them to be true, but who know no 
more about it than I dé. Experience has ‘shown 
that, in more than one instance, they. were mis- 
taken. n , oe 

Gentlemen seem to forget, that besides these 
offices held under the Federal Government, there 
are more than a bundred thousand held under the 
State Governments. - Indeed, to make up the 
number of a hundred thousand under the former, 
I betieve they count the army and nuvy of the 
United States, and all the pensioners! ‘By what 
authority are they set down as friends of the ad- 
ministration? Who asserts that these men, who 
receive the sums paid to them under the law, and 
not by the favor of the Executive, are leas free 
than their fellow-citizens? How are they depen- 
dent on the President for support? They are no 
more so than any other citizen of the country. 
-But suppose what is said of them to be true, we 
all know that the State, county, city, town, and 
township officers exercise much more influence 
ever the public mind than they do Who has 
most influence over his neighbors, the sheriff of the 
county, the associate judges, where there are such 
officers, or a postmaster in some little. town? 
The former, unquestionably. And pray, who 
holds these offices in all the States, counties, and 
towns; in which the opposition have the political 
power? Their friends, in almost every instance. 
In what places do they vote for democrats in pre- 
ference to men of their own party? In none that 
have come within the range of my observation. 
Have they any right to complain, that we prefer 
our friends to our enemies, (and that is the pro- 
seription of which they complain,) when they do 
the very same thing themselves? They vote 
agaisst men, and thus “proseribe them for opi- 
nion’s sake.” They will not allow them to bold of. 
fice; and the.only reason assigned is, that they do 
not like their political opinions. All parties do 

. this, It isin the nature of mun to sustain his 
friends, and to rally around those who agree with . 
him in-sentiment. 

-` Weare charged with being influenced by the 
“* SPOILS,” and with relying upon them to in- 
sure our success. _ By ‘* spoils” they mean either 
office or money. In regard to the former, the 
opposition claim a remarkable. share of d:sinte- 
rested patriotism. If we believe their account of 
it, they have a great aversion to ‘office; and yet, 
when did they ever let a good one pass by, with- 
out grasping at it? Ican imagine I almost see 
their “ mouths water” sometimes for.a taste of 
the “Treasury pap!” 

‘fit had so happened that Mr. Van Buren had 
not reéccived quite votes enough to elect hit, 
and the three highest candidates had come be- 
fore the House for our decision, we should have 
had great difficulty in srriving at a conclusion. 
There would have been no intrigue or bargain, of 

` course! But when all the difficulties had been 
svrmoun-ed, as they no doubt would have been, 
and an opposition man elected, then. we should 
have seen the beginning of troubles. What 
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they cannot | 


would have beeii the policy of his administra- 


tien ‘no man living can tell. His supporters 
would have been of all political creeds and 
complexiens under Heaven; as opposite to each 
other as the poles, and wholly irreconcilable. 
He could net have pleased one. set of them with- 
out displeasing the others; and if he'had compro- 
mised, and gone sometimes a little with one side, 


- and then leaned a little to the other, he would 


have been doing precisely what they charge upon 
General Jackson; and would. therefore have dis- 
pleased them all! ; i 

But this is not the grand difficulty. We are 
told that professions and practice.ought to go to- 
gether. Now, the opposition profess to believe 
that our friends who aré in office are unworthy to 
remain there; so they would be turned out forth. 
with. Again, they profess to have a mortal ha- 
tred for office holders; and, of course, none of 
them would be willing to fill the vacancies! Here 


would be one of the greatest calamities that ever - 


befell a free people—all the offices of the country 
vacant, and no one to fill them! One portion of 
the country would be too bad, and the other too 
good, to have any thing to do with public office, 
honor, or emolument! 

But upon the subject of money, of mercenary 
motives and influences, who has shown the strong- 
est inclination to resort to such. means to control 
public sentiment? Who are the friends of banks, 
of the Bank of the United States? Who are wil- 
ling to sell extraordinary privileges for bonuses 
payable in money?. Who ate the supporters of 
land bills and distribution bills? Ido not speak 
of the deposite bill of the last session. That was 
sustained by a majority of my own political 
friends; driven to it, in some measure, by the 
force of circumstances, which they could not fully 
control; but I allude to a permanent system, by 
which money for which the Government has no 
use is to be drawn from the pockets of the people; 
and, after paying four or five sets of public men 
for collecting it, for legislating upon the subject, 
and for distributing it again, we return to the 
State Governments the balance, to be expended 
in such manner as they may direct. The General 
Government has no right to do this—i is a fraud 
upon the people. The revenue should be cut 
down so.as to meet the wants of the Government, 
and nothing more; leaving all the fruits of indi- 
vidual industry beyond that in the people’s pock- 
ets, to be disposed of as each man may think 
proper. Such. is the democratic doctrine; but 
the opposit’on will not go for this. 

The indications have been already given to the 
country. There is to be a coalition between a 
portion of the South, and the manufacturing inte- 
rest of the North. The preservation of the 
“public faith,” is to be the pretext for collecting 
a surplus. The “compromise bil” is said to 
have pledged the public faith! What an absurdity 
is this! Sir, I would regard a violation of the faith 
of -the nation with as much horror as any gentle- 
man inor out of this Hofise. A nation without 
faith is like an individual whose reputation has 
been totally destroyed; they are both very pro- 
perly excluded from all honorable associations. 
But how bas public faith beea pledged in this 
case? Cantwo or three prominent members of 
Congréss make an arrangement, and obtain the 
passage of a law which is to bind all posterity? 
Have they any more power than their successors; 
and, if so, whence did they obtain it? The idea is 
preposterous, If they could bind us for ten years, 
they can do so for fifty or a hundred; and what 
becomes of popular liberty? The “compromise 
act” is of no more authority than any other law of 
Congress, and can be repealed or modified at any 
time we may tbink proper. It will be sustained, 
however, I haye no doubt; and an enormous 
amount of taxes thus levied upon the people to be 


‘divided out again; keeping up swarms of unne- 


cessary officers, and enriching one portion of the 
community at the expense of another. The 
money is. never returned to the men who earned it, 
Again, it-is charged upon this administration, 
that it has“ increased the annual expenditures to a 
darge- amount, Why do not. gentlemen have the 
candor. to tell the people the cause of this increase! 
It is to be found in the increased population, offie 


H. of Reps. 


ces, and wants of the Government; in the appro- 
priations for various national objects, fortifications, 
navy, &c, &c.. ‘The removal of the Indian tribes 
west of the Mississipppi, the purchase of. their 
lands, and the wars we have had with them, aré 
some of the principal items. Has-there been any 
unnecessary expenditure? If so, point it out. 
Let us know what itis; and-then we will ask our- 
selves why we appropropriated the monty. . 


So of the corruption, of which we hear so much, 


` In-what does itconsist? Who has been guilty of it; itr 


what department or bureau is it te be found? what 
is its character? General charges are easily made; 
but they are too indefinite. Let gentlemen as- 
sume the responsibility of making a distinet 
charge. In private life, if one man-instigates a 
prosecution against another for an offence, and it 


-turns out upon investigation that there is no foun- 


dation for it, and not even a probable cause for 
its commencement, the prosecutor is liable to an 
action of damages for the injury done to’ indi- 
vidual reputation. Are the characters of public 


-men less valuable to them that those of private 


citizens? . Are they not equally under the pro- 
tection of the law? True, the prosecutor here 
might not be liable toan action; but if there should 
turn out to be neither ground for the charge, nor 
good reason for instituting the inquiry, public 
sentiment would render that justice fo all con- 
cerned, that is administered, in the other vase, by 
the judiciary of the country, Pros i 

If any gentleman will rise in his place, and state 
that he has good reason to believe, from informa- 
tion upon which he can rely, that fraud and cor- 
ruption do exist in a particular department, either 
naming his informant or stating that it is improper 
to name him, I for one will vote for a committee, 
with ample powers to make a thorough investi- 
gation, If one committee is not enough, I will 
vote for more—for as many as are necessary-—to 
develope the true condition of the public offices, 
and to expose all the defaulters who may be found 
inthem. This, I think, ought to satisfy the most 
fastidious. 

This House has been assailed. It has been de- 
nominated a mere “ bed of justice to register the 
decrees of royalty!” It seems that we sit heve, 
without any opinions of our own, merely to regis- 
ter the edicts of the President! What is the pre- 
text for this charge? Why, forsooth, we agree 
in sentiment with the President, and therefore 
sustain his measures! Was ever argument more 
futile? Who elected the President? The people. 
Who elected the m:mbers of this House? The 
same people. Do they not vote for both, because 
they approve of their political ı pinions? Undoubt- 
edly. Are not the President and the majority of 
the members of this House of the same political 
party? Is it strange that they should agree in re- 
gard to great leading measures of policy? Who 
would anticipate any thing else than an agree- 
ment? I desire to speak respectfully of arguments 
advanced here, and will therefore not say that 
this is childish, but really it is one of the strangest 


specimens of parliamentary logic that I have ever 


heard. 
Pray, who rules the opposition? Whose edicts 
do they register? Do they sit here to register the 


edicts ofa distinguished gentleman from Kentucky, 


of another from Massachusetts, and of a third 


- from South Carolina? If not, how does it happen 


that they agree so cordially and entirely -with 
the three great leaders in all their political opinions? 
The fact cannot be denied, that this agreement 
does exist; and if the argument is geod with re- 
spect to us, tt applies equally to the opposition, If 
we are the President’s *‘slaves,’’ they are “slaves” 
to the opposition leadérs. ae 

The President, it is said, is popular; that he 
rules the country and guides public sentiment by 
the aid of this personal popularity. What a most 
lame.and impotent conclusion! True, heis popu- 


lar; but it is because he deserves to be so, from his 


eminent talents, his democratic principles, and his 
faithful and extraordinary public serviees. If other 
gentlemen wish to be popular, let them pursue his 


‘footsteps, adopt his principles, and render such 


services, and then they will attaiñ the object of 
their wishes. The people of this country have 
but one desire in regard to public affairs, it is, to 
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nistered. They H 
elected Andrew Jackson because they believed H i 
would thus administer the Government, and they | 
have. not been disappointed. i 

Who isit that complains of him? They are the 
men who told us in 1824 and in 1898, that if Jack- || 
son succeeded, the country would be ruined; the 
men who told us the same t} ng in 1832; men ` 
who invoked war, pestilence, and femine, 
than devotion to military gtory; but who, « 
the late campaign, hugzied for mil hi 
louder than ever we did at any p ) 
are now endcavering to convince us that they 
were right; that w: hay 
their predictions have 
think we will believe th 
tion to the evidence of 
was this country ever r 
than at this moment? Ne 
was first organized. 
munity—the farmer, the planter, 
manufacturer, are all growing rich. Land and 
its. products, bear a higher price than they h 
many years; yet gentlemen will have it that 
areruined. The laws protect 
enjoyment of all his rights, perst 
sonal security, and private } 
munities and privileges, 
cal; still gentlemen ins 
Sir, the people will nol believe 
feel themselves happ 
every iniclligent Arn 
our country new sta 
of the manner ja which oy 
conducted by this ad 
tions, (France inchuded,) than 
former period, they will net | 5 
asserts that they have been injured hy tho 
have held the reins of power for the les 
years. 

{Here Mr H. gave way to Mr. Anthony, on 
whose motion the House adjourned. : 
did not come up again antil the following 7 
when Mr. H. concluded his remarks 


The 


we 


aS i 
Before I resume the thread of my al 
must submit a few observations wilh r at | 
fell from me the other day, when i a he 
House. I know how easy it is fors e ji 


to be misundersteod and mirer 
appears that my positions 
understood by some who 
It is said that 1 demand 
fraud before 1 would vote 
quiry. Not so, sir: I re 
assume. the responsibility of g 
partment, bureau, or officer, where 't 
be found and of asserting in his 
good reasons for believing it e A 
vote promptly for an investigation. 
So I have been under 
now in power are nol a per 
thing. The country is div: 
perhaps always will be; and one 
now in power. What I complai 
opposition, who are jna mi 
for years, should arrogantly claim 
Cowntry, and we but a Perly. ii 
party canbe called “the Country 
ina free country, the voice of 
ally the voice of the country. 
Again, sir, I stated that 
curtain since I came her 
-ed with regard to many o 
1. directly referred to t 
schemes and plans conc 
cution by those wh 
spoke of the curtain © 
scrutiny of the pee 
are often imposed 
is put forth from this 
example, Low often do we 
by a letter writer of the 
which is a tissue of mis 
ning toend. A friend of the x 
perhaps and makes aspeech. T 
as a feeble effort; contradictory, illo 
tha‘, Then an opposition gentleman a 
literally flayed the other alive. Poor fellow, 
looked as if he would sink through the floor, The 
writer almost fancied he could hear ‘him groan sugi- 


to | 
the has 
niwil 


that these | 


~ Te k 


biy, such was the agony he felt and manifested: 


Now those ofus who are here “behind the curtain,” 
ot 


ning to understand it too, though for a long 
they did not. 
paid to abuse onè side and praise the other, and 
that they are merely laboring in their vocation. 

Tt has been alleged that I justified the Presi- 
Cents inconsistency, by charging like conduct up- 
his opponents. I didnot undertake toʻargue 
thet point atail; but] take occasion now to deny 
that the inconsistencies charged upon him do ex- 
st in point of fact, 

So of the proscription and patronage which fur- 
nish themes of endless declamation, I am under- 
stood to justify the one, and to disregard the 
other, because of the existence of the same 
things in the States where the opposition have the 
power, ` 

[Clere Mr. Prexens rose and inquired if Mr. 
H. meant to include South Carolina? to which 
Mer. A. rephed in the affirmative. Mr. P. stated 
that the gentleman’s information was incorrect; 
for the dominant party there had not proscribed 


and removed their political opponents. Mr. Hoar 
made asimilar statement in regard to Massachu- 
set's.] Mr. JE then procéeded: 


d to har that oar opponen‘s are so 
Carolina and Massachusetts. But 
ave not given to the term proserip- 
x that Ido. ft means, in 
tand it, a preference of 
. This preference ex- 
right in itself. Qualifl- 
equal, or nearly so, I would always 

political antagonist. No 
shown a more rigid adherence to 
le, than the various parties opposed to 
trations and I beleve it is so in both 
oling and Myssachusetts, We see very 
in Congress from either of those 
d that alone proves what I say. Remo- 
aanot take place where there is nobody to 
move; end | presumé there were but few of 
1 in office in either State. 

As to removeds from office, it is enough for me 
to repeat, that the chargcs against the Executive 
al by the facts; and I appeal to 
artments in this city, end to the post offices 
ont the Union,to prove the unjustness of the 


he opposition prefer men 
party to others, we may then fairly 
k, what would the prople gain 
y turning out the dominant par- 
g putting in their opponents? When the 
raven chides blackness, is it not fair to point to 
the color of his own pumage? If “ Satan under- 
taks to reprove sin,” is it not well to remind him, 
that his own moral character does not stand very 
f the community? And if politicians make 
zainst their opponents, may we 
, that they are guilty of the very 
hing themseives, which they chargeqgpon 


thas much in explanation, I will 
h my discourse. When we ad- 
i was remarking that the 
“the conduct of the pre- 
The late elections prove that 
A successor has been selected 
*, Who has been associated with 
e many years; who approves of 
measures, and is pledged to. carry out 
The gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 
' t to see is not in his seat, par- 
and he is detained from it 
nily, told uBthe other day 
that he was 3 g the cause of the people, 
id not wish to be. understood as assailing the 
“at. ‘Fhat gentleman and several others 

have been advocating the cause of the people in 
s game way for years; yet, whenever the people 
e polls, they uniformly decide against 
ivecates, and in favor of Andrew 
s proves their approbation of his 

nd policy... : 

not stand here to eulogize the President, 


but this much 1 will say: when the passions 


er-tand all this; and the people at home are be- 


We know that these men are ` 


which enter inte party conflicts in this country 


shall have subsided—when the prejudices created 


by ‘such controversies shall have: passed away, 
then, and not till then, will justice be done to. the 
fame and character of Andrew Jackson. And 
when his enemies shall have floated down: the 
stream of time. into that oblivion which is the ine 
vitable destiny of almost their whole number,. bis 
memory will survive and flourish in thefhearts. of 
a just, a grateful, and an intelligent people.. ; 
The history of America up to this period, will 
present three Presidents standing out boldly upon 
her pages as great public benefactors. They are 
George Washington, who harmonized the. con- 


flicting elements and put our Governmentin mo: - 


tion; Thomas Jefferson, who arrested: it in: its 


downhill career towards monarchy, and restored it . 


to its pristine purity; and Andrew Jackson, who 
gave it the ‘republican tack,” brought it back 


to the point where Jefferson left it, and where it ° 


ought always to remain. : 

I.come now to speak of the future. : It has. 
been boldly proclimed here by several gentlemen, 
that, in regard to the administration. of Mr. Van 
Buren, we are to have “war in.advance,’’ and. 
“war to the knife’ This is a most, extraordi- 
rary position for gentlemen to assume. Be- 
fore the principles or policy of the. Chief Ma- 
gistrate are made known, nay, before he -hag 


taken the oath of office, to declare warp. and: 


that, too, a war of extermination! They. in- 
form ns that he is not to be judged by. his acts; 
that they may possibly support his measures, but 
they will wage an interminable warfare against 
the man! Why, sir, we go for measures, and men 
to carry them out; we support men, because they 
are in favor of certain doctrines and measures, mot 
because we like the man. Any other system than 
this must degenerate into mere “man worship.” 

This may be a very patriotic opposition; but: it 
appears to.me to be an impolitic one for the gen- 
tlemen themselves, . When one man is determined 


beforchand to be displeased,.or to quarrel: with | 


another, we know how easy it is, to find an oppor- 
tunity of doing so. Now if it should so happen, 
in the progress of events, that these gentlemen 
find it necessary at some future time to maké an 
assault upon the administration, will not the people 
be inclined to reply: ‘‘ Ah! we did not expect you 
to be satisfied, for you were determined to be’ dis- 
pleased, let the President do as he might,” But 
the course which gentlemen choose to pursue is 
somewhat a matter of taste; and I have not the 
least desire to dictate to any one upon this subjeet. 

If the opposition have solemnly. resolved that 
we shall have another four years’ war;. if they will 
agree to no cessation of hostilities; if we cannot 
be permitted even to go into winter. quarters:for. 
three months; if wat, and war ‘to the knife is'to 
be their motto,+-for one, I say,—“Comé on, Mac- 
duff!” Let us hear the roar of your cannon gen- 
tlemen, - Show us the size of your balls; the 


length and diameter of your calibres. Let us hear” 


the trampling of the horses’ hoofs; the neighing of 
the steeds, and the clangor of your trampets. Do 
not annoy us by the random shots of single rifle- 
men, from behind the scattering trees; nor by the 
flanking and scouting: parties that belong to your 
army; but charge with all your forces. Danger 
is always inereased, in appearance, by the dis- 
tance, The enemy presents a much more terrify- 
ing aspect when he first bursts upon the view, 
than when you grapple with him, man to maa, 
and test the pewer of bis muscle and the fierce- 
ness of his spirit. Give us a general. fire, aleng 
your whole line. The suspense which precedes 
a great battle is the most dreadful period of the 
whole affair. Iam told, that. even cowards wil 


fight after the first discharge; and I promise you,” 


that all of us who survive the firstshock, will stand 
up and give you afair fight in the open plain, | 
‘Lhe reason assigned for making war upon Mr, 
Van Buren is, that he isa USURPER! Yes sir, al- 
though elected by tbe people:of the United States, 
he is ausurper. Janguage is changing its mean» 
ing now-a-Gays, and we shall soon be unable toun- 
derstand each other. Let us look into this charge, 
We all know there were many persons in the 


democratic party who did not prefer Mr. “Van Bus. 


ren to all others, as the successor cf General 
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‘Jackson. Some of us preferred Judge McLean; 
some were for Colonel Benton; Gthers’ wete for 
Judge White, and many wére in favor of the ho- 
norable gentleman from. Kentucky, (Colonel 
Johnson.) He was not my first choice. Theu- 
sands of us in Ohio preferred a distinguished eiti- 
zeh ofour own State. We knew him personally; 
we bad seen the: zeal, industry, and ability dis- 
. played-by him in the management of an important 
Department. of the Government, and in the dis- 
charge of ‘every duty devolving upon him in the 
‘various stations he had-held, boih under the State 
and Federal authorities, We believed he would, 
make an. excellent Chief Magistrate; whilst, on 
the other hand, some of us had been induced to 
believe thar, althodgh Mr. Van Buren possessed 
great abilities and experience, still he was an in- 
triguing: politician, We believed so, because we 
heard these things said, day after day, for years, and 
scarcely ever heard a word. said in his defence. 
How could ‘any one expect us, under such cir- 
cumstances, to come to. a favorable conclusion in 
regard to him. T must hers beg pardon of the 
House for speaking particularly of myself. When 
Twas first elected to Congress, I was elected as a 
McLean man.” Myself and one of my colleagues 
were well known, both at home and at this place, 
to be favorable to the Judge; whilst the other 
friends of the administration from Ohio were 
_ either for Mr. Van Buren, or uncommitted. 
During the first session we were here, a con- 
vention of the Jackson party was keld, at which 
they. nominated Mr. Von Buren for President; 
thus crowdirg Judge McLean off the track in 
Ohio; ho wasa matter of public notoriety among 
thase who. took any interest in my opinions, that, 
judging: from the information I reccived with re- 
gard'to this proceeding, the manner of getting up 
and conducting the convention, [at that time dis- 
approved it, though subsequent informatio 
charged my opinions. I wrote three letters ex- 
pressive of my disapprobation—private, confidential 
letters, 80 marked upon their face. Two were 
written to a gentleman long since deceased; and 
the other to an individual still living. Both these 
persons were Jackson McLean men, and my per- 
sonal friends. During the campaign last fall, these 
letters, with the word “ private,” and the names 
of the correspondents erased, and with what other 
alterations—if any—I know not, appeared in the 
public newspapers. The living correspondent de- 
nied having any thing to do with the publication 
and the family of the deceased ‘had no participa- 
tion init. A few “‘whigs,’ with two or three 
professed Van Buren men, T am told, superintended 
the publication. [do not charge it upon the op- 
position as a party, for [take pleasure in saying, 
that however wrong I may think them in their ps- 
litics, there are thousands of them who are high- 
minded, honorable men; men who would suffer 
‘their right arms to be severed from their shor hers, 
rather than descend to a mean or dishonorable ac- 
tion. Bat the men ofany party who would violste 


the secrecy of a confidential correspondence, who 
would procure the private communications passing 
between personal and political friends, and =xpose 
their contents to the workl without the consent of 
the paries, ere unworthy of the society of gentle- 
menany where, and deserve the scorn and indig- 
vation of every honest man in the community. 

These letters were published to prove my in- 
consistency, in-having once been favorable to Judge 
McLean, and being now for Mr. Van Buren; and 
the charge was made by individuals of the Harri- 
son party, who acknowledged that Gen. Harrison 
was not their first choice; but they supported him 
because he was iuken wp by their party? They 
preferred Mr. Cly or Mr. Webster; but when 
their friends settled down uponthe Hero of Tip- 
pecanoe, they went for him. s5 

The friends cf Judge McLean, who belonged to 
the democratic party, adhered to him as jong as 
there was any prospect of his being run by that 
party. When that failed, and he withdrew from 


the election of Presiden: isto this House, then 


they, generally, Went over to Mr. Van Buren. 


[Here Mr. Vixvow rose and requested leave to |} 


i 
I 
| 
-4i 
the canvass; to prevent the possibility cf bringing- | : 
| 


| ents knew F wasa McLean man. 


go over to Mr. Van Buren before Judge McLean 
declined?” Mr. H, ‘F wil answer my colleague 
with pleasure When first elected, my constitu- 
Previous to my 
second election I published a card, stating that, 
whatever might be my individual preference, 
whenever my party united generally upon acan- 
didate, I should go with them. With.this informa- 
tion before them, the people. elected me, and 
have faithfully. kept my promise to the letter. 
That election was, F belicve, before the Judge 
formally declined being a candidate. So much 
for my own individual affai rs. ] 

The next step taken by the opposition to make 
the Vice President popula’ with: his own party, 
was the daily abuse they bestowed upon him 
during the “panic session ” “They constantly 
connected “Jackson, Van Buren, and the party,” 
together, to make up a triumvirate. ‘This very 
naturally excited kind feelings towards him among 
those who were abused in common with the 
President: and himself; in this manner, they 
made him thousands of friends, and he was finally 
adopted as the candidate of the democratic party. 

But gentlemen tell us that the President nomi- 
nated him as his successor, and that ¢o. ‘his nomi- 
nation he owes his election! T should be glad to 
know when, where, and under. what circum- 
stances, this nomination was made. 

(Mr. Peyron arose, and said he could tell- the 


‘gentleman from Ohio, and would do so then, if he 


desired it; of would do it after he got through, 
whichever. he pleased. Mr. Hamer remarked 


give his sentiments after he had closed.] 

I presume, sir, (said Mr. H.) the gentleman 
from Tennessee refers to the Gwin letter, written 
by the President in defence of some charge made 
against him ina Nashville paper. It is some time 
since I saw that let:er; but such is the tenor of it, 
according to my recollection, 

[Mr. Perron again arose, and made some re- 
marks respecting this letter, contending that the 
article in the Nashville paper was not an attack 
upon General Jackson, but that it had been made 
a pretext for writing the letter, which denounced 
every body in advance who would not support 
Mr. Van Buren. ] 

Mr. H. proceeded. Tet the nature of the arti- 
cle be what it might, one thing is certain—the 
letter was neither in form nor in substance, a 
“nomination?” of Mr. Van Buren. It advised 
anion and harmony, in the party, and spoke fa- 
vorably of the proposed convention. et Baltimore, 

Suppose the President was favorable to him, 
was there any thing wrong in this? “Does a Chief 
Magistrate lose the freedom of thought by his 
election to that office? This would be anew doc- 
trive in our country. It is not unnatural that he 
should be favorable to Mr. Van Buren. He knew 
bin well. The latter had been associated with 
him for years in the administration of the Govern: 
ment, They agreed in opinion with respect to ail 
the leading measures of the. administration, and 
Mr. Van Buren was pledged, if elected, to carry 
theugpout, and pursue the policy of Gen. Jack- 
son. To such a candidate be could not well bė 
opposed; but how did this influence the election? 
Where was the Presidents influence effectually 
exerted in favor of his successor? Notin Tennes- 
see, for that State wentagainst him. If there was 
any cne State in the Union which could #e influ- 
enced by him, it must be Tennessee; and yet that 
went for Judge White! Where, then, is the evi- 
dense of this “appuintment of his successor,” so 
confidently charged upen all concerned? No 
where but in theimagination of those who have 


-asserted it so often, that I dare ssy they begin to 
-beleve it themselves 


3 Suppose the President had 
been for Jadge White or for General Harrison’ 
Would there have besn any complaints then? Not 
a word. They would have said: “ Well, the Pre- 
sident has. got his eyes open at last to the true 


“character of Mr. Van Buren; he can he dec: ived no 


longer; he has. detected the imposition and, with 
his characteristic independence, the noble old Ge- 
neral has dome cut openly égainst kim.” He would 
have been“ giorified” from cne end of the cun- 


` ask Mr. H. a question, Mr. TI. Cortainly.” Mr, || tinent to the other, by these who now abuse him. 


Y 


will my colleague say, whether he did not i 


The Baltimore convention nominated ‘the Vice. 


that it would be better, perhaps, for Mr. P. to 
| 


President, and made him the candidate of our party, 
Tais too is a grievous offence; and smacks of dic. 
tation too strongly to please the opposition. “Pray, 
who first resorted to national conventions for such 
purpeses? Who held the conventions at Balti- 
more that nominated Mr. Clay and Mr. Wirt, in 
the campaign of .1832?. Who held the Yourg 
Men’s National Convention in this District, in the 
same year? We all know it wasthe Whigs and 
the Antimasons. Yet these are the men who. now 
abuse us in unmeasured terms, for: merely follow- 
ing their example, : 

But his locality greatly displeases some gentle- 
men, and they have abused New York in almost 
every debate that has occurred here for the last 
three years; and she is treated in the same manner 
in all their newspapers.. Ard why may not New 
York -have the honor of giving us a President? 
The South has given us four; New England has 
furnished two, and the West one; whilst New York 
and Pennsylvania, two great States, occupying a 
centra! position in the confederacy, each of them a 
nation within itself, have never furnished us one. 
What has New York done, that sheis to be pro. 
scribed? Has she not signalized herself by a de- 
votion to liberty, and an attachment to democratic 
principles, inali the great emergencies which the 
cotintry has seen? : : 

Where was she in the revolutionary war? Bat- 
tling among the foremost for independence. What 
was her position in tht great political revolution 
that brought Mr. Jefferson into power? She stood 
side by side with her demeecatic sisters, struggling 
for tie rights of the States against federal usurpa- 
tion and monarchical principles. And in the war 
of 1812, where was she found? Sustaining the 
caure of the country as efficiently as any State in 
th. Union, and holding st bay the Hartford Con- 
vention party, who were not permitted te cross 
her territory into the middte and southern States. 
If this State has a distinguished son, wor:hy of 
the Chief Magistracy, why may he not be pre- 
sented as a candidate for the suffrages of the 
people ef the United States? So far from there 
being any thing wrong in vit, thcre was a peculiar 
propriety, under all the -cirenmstances, in taking 
the candidate from New York at the recent elec- 
tion. 

Mr. Van Buren was thus made a candidate for 
the Presidency of the United States. He er- 
countered an. opposition, combining more talent, 
with lesa scrupulousness in regard to the means 
employed to defeat him, than were ever met be- 
fore by any successful candidate for the same 
office. Their untiring exertions induced thou- 
sands of good men, and scund patriots to vote 
against him, who were utterly misled with res, 
spect to his true character. 

In some places he was denounced as a Catholic, 
far the purpose of inducing Protestants to. vote 
against him. Many did so, in every. State in the 
Union, believing that,if he succeeded, there would 
be a league formed between. him and the Pope, 
and our religious liberties would be prosirated 
forever. Yet every intelligent man, of every 
patty, knew this charge to be utterly false, 

To the open, honest, straight forward voter, he 
was denounced as a political intriguer.. We. all 
know how casily thischarge is made—how strong- 
ly inclined the people are to believe it when made 
against public men, and how difficult it is to dis- 
prove itin any case. During the late. campzign, 
his friends have roundly denied the charge, and 
demanded. the proof. What answer has been 
given? Why, that “he zs so smooth and so sly in his 
operations, thet you cannot catch him atit!” Ah 
and pray how was it ever discovered in the first 
instance, if he leaves no traces behind him? 

A: tbe South be was declared to be an abolition- 
ist; and the people were. persuaded, that if he 
auccecded, the. constitutional guaranties for their 
domestic institutions, peculiar to that region, 
would be all broken down. In the North he was 
abused for being opposed to the abolitionists; an 
enemy to the freedom of speech and of the press, 
and in favor of slavery. Such was. the hostility 
to him in that quaries, that nineteen out ofvevcry 
twenty, and perhaps ninety-nine cut of every Huns 
| dred, abolitionists in the. United, States veted 
| against him. This was -to be expected; for all 
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who have taken the pains to ascertain his sentis 
ments, know that.he is opposed to the doctrines 
and practices cf the modern abolition party, in 
every shape and form. 

_In one place he was alleged to be in favor of 
giving all negroes the right of suffrage; and, in 
another region, he was censured for being an ene- 
my to the poor, and against allowing them the 
privilege of voting for public officers. Both 
charges were without foundation in fact. By the 
same men he was declared to be a federalist, and 
an opposer of the war of 1812, when the history 
of that period proves him to have been a member 
of the Legislature of New York, and one of the 
most efficient friends of the war that then figured 
in public life. 

. In some places his talents were denied, although 
but á few years back, the same men charged him 
with writing all Gen. Jackson’s messages, and 
frankly admitted that they were drawn up with 
great ability. i 

It would be a Herculean task to enumerate all 
the falsehoods propagated, and impositions prac- 
ticed, to accomplish his defeat. They all failed. 
Notwithstanding the people were appealed to in 
pathetic terms to come to the rescue; were as- 
sured that they would be ruined if they elected 
him; still they marched to the polls and gave him 
their votes. The people had been twice ruined 
by electing Gen. Jackson; and as ‘they found it 
rather an agreeable operation, they concluded to 
try it the third time, and let Mr. Van Buren ruin 
them again. 

He has been elected by the unbonght suffrages 
of his fellow-citizens, and in a most remarkable 
manner. The vote received by him is diffused 
throughout the Union, 90 as to prove most clearly 
that nothing like a gexgraphical division of parties 
exists in the countfy. All the efforts made to- 
wards that point have been unsuccessful. Includ- 
ing Michigan, he has received the votes of fifteen 
States out of twenty six. He obtained the votes of 
a majority of the old thirteen States, and a majority 
of those of the new States. He has a majority of 
the electoral votes of the slaveholding, arid a ma- 
jority of those of the non-slaveholding States of the 
Union. He has one hundred and seventy electoral 
votes, being a majority of forty-six over all his com- 
petitors put together; and he has a majority of all 
the individual votes of the people of the United 
States of from ten to twenty thousand. The ex 
act number cannot be escertained, because in 
South Carolina the people do not vote; the Legis- 
lature appoint the electors of President. With 
out this State, Mr. Van Buren has a majority of 
about twenty-two thousand, according to the cal- 
culation of the opposition newspapers themselves, 
But to make him out a “ usurper,” a § minority 

>resident,”? they count South Carolina as forty 
thousand—the whole number being set down 
against Mr. Van Buren, and none for him, Now, 
the Union party of that State compose from a 
third to one half of its population, and they are 
openly for him, and would have so given their 
votes, if permitted by the State Government to go 
to the polls and vote directly for President. If, 
then, the State can give forty thousand votes, fif- 
ten thousand at least, and perhaps twenty thou- 
sand, would kave been for Mr. Van Buren, for 
many nullifiers would have voted for him, I have 
no doubt, in preference to any other candidate be- 
fore them. AHowing him but fifteen thousand, 
there would be a majority of ten thousand against 
him inthe State. Deduct this from the twenty- 
two thousand majority he has in the other States, 
and he has still a clear roajority of the individual 
votes of the Union of at least twelve thousand! 

He is elected according to all the forms of the 
constitution, and by these large State, electoral 
and individual majorities; and yet gentlemen call 
him a “ USURPER!” No: heis the constitutional, 
lawful President; and from the fourth of March 
next, all men will be bound to obey him as such, 
within the pale assigned to him by the institutions 
of his country. 

Suppose Mr. Van Buren had received one vote 
less (han enough to elect him, and the question 
had come before this House? In that event, Gene- 
ral Harrison, with seventy-tl ree, or Judge White, 
with twenty-six votes, might have been elected. 
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Such a result. was by no means impossible. A dis 
tinguished gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Hardin) 
stated upon this floor, in a debate which occurred 
here last session, that the member who held the 
seat in the contested election from North Carolina, 
might possibly give the casting vote for President, 
should the question come before us.. In voting by 
States, no one can tell what the result would have 
been. If one of the gentlemen named had been 
successful, and we had risen and denounced him as 
a USURPER, and declared war upon him in ad- 
vance, because he was a minority President, what 
astonishment would have been expressed by the 
opposition! What lectures would have been de- 
livered upon constitutional law and obligations! 
The motto would then have been, “judge him by 
his acts”? But now, when our candidate is fairly 
elected by a majority of the independent voters of 
the Union, he isa Usurrer, because General Jack- 
son was for him, or because the opposition do not 
like “the man?” 
` But if the war is to be commenced immediately, 
under whose banner do gentlemen propose to fight? 
Whois the candidate of the several patties opposed 
to the coming administration? Isit Judge Mangum, 
with the eleven votes of South Carolina to start 
upon? Who ever thought of him for President, 
until that State voted for him the other day? Is it 
«Mr. Webster, with the fourteen votes of Massachu- 
setts; or Judge White, with the twenty-six votes 
of Tennessee and Georgia? Why, sir, I mean no 
disrespect to either of these gentlemen; but really 
with such a capital as either of them has, we should 
say in the Western phrase, “it would be rather a 
dull chance’? Shall we have a dist:nguished gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, who was not a candidate in 
the hte campaign? We have beaten him two or 
three times already, and we can do it again when- 
ever his friends choose to bring him forward. 
Shall we have the Hero of Tippecanoe upon the 
treck once more? the worthy gentleman who was 
at the head of the Clay electoral ticket of Ohioin 
1824, and who three years ago, in a public speech, 
declared that the surplus revenue ought to be ap- 
plied to the purchase of slaves in the Southern 
States, for the purpose of colonization? He, of 
course, adopted the doctrines of the great ‘‘A meri- 
can System;” he isa politician of thatschool. He 
desires, too, that the taxes levied upon the South 
over and above what are needed bythe Government‘ 
shall be expended in buying up heir slaves; or in 
other words, he would tax them to oblain money to 
pay them for their own property! Will the South 
support that doctrine? 

What are to be the opinions and sentiments of 
the candidate, whoever he may be, upon whom 
all the little parties can unite? Who are to be his 
supporters? They are the nullifiers, the antima- 
sons, the abolitionists, the black cockade fede- 
ralists, and their regular successors who hold the 
same principles; and the honest, but misguided 
democrats, who are led away by the acts and 
professions of these various parties. What a 
crew would this be to put on board the old 
vessel of State? Suppose their President were 
now electe], how would it be possible for him 
to sustain himself? I take it for granted his cabi- 
net would be made up of distinguished men, 
taken from the different fragments of his party; 
for, to be supported, he must consult the wishes 
of his friends in the selection of important officers, 
and in the recommendation of public measures. 
It has been said that a President elected by this 
House would have been brought to terms, in re- 
gard to public policy. True, if you could have 
agreed among yourselves upon what the terms 
should be! But let that pass. Imagine you see 
the new President, at the ‘“ White House,” pre- 
paring to send in his first annual message to Gon- 
gress, with bis cabinet around him. 
sage is carefully read through, and each member 
is desired to give his opinion freely with respect 
to it. 

The first. one who speaks is a thoroughgoing 
Bankite,who believes the Government cannot man- 
age its fiscal eoncerns without a ‘*mammoth 7” 
He insists that there shall be a positive recom- 
mendation of a national bank, and refuses to give 
his approbation io the document, because there is 
no such paragraph in it, This brings to his feet 


The mes-- 


oram a 


the southern strict constructionist, who denies the’ 
-authority of Congress to legislate on the‘subject, 
and who declares his utter abhorrence for any- 


will break down the administration to avow this 
sentiment. The nullifier gives his opinion that 
there is a strong inclination, in two or.three places, 
towards “centralism;” that these: passages: must 
be altered, and a few remarks added on the’ sub- 
ject of ‘concurrent majorities? To’ this the 
federalist strenuously objects, and insists that the 
centrifugal force is much the most powerful in 
out republic; the great danger being, that the 
parts will fly off from the common centre. 

Next comes the antimason, who says the mes- 
sage is altogether defective. ‘You must give us 
a little Fez-Faw-Fom in it? “Say something 
about the outrages committed upon the person of 
Captain William Morgan; and give thema touch 
about extra judicial oaths, and secret societies, 
plotting the overthrow of our liberties.” “That 
is all very well,” says the abolitionist; “but I 
shall never give the message my sanction, unless 
it contains something: in favor of “human rights,” 
‘natural equality,” and “the great danger of na- 
tion] judgments, on account of our national sins |?” 

What would the Executive Chief do in this 
state of perplexity? Would he gratify all? What. 
a pretty piece of patchwork! what a dignified, 
elevated, and able State paper, his message would 
be! Would he reject a part of the propositions, 
and adopt the remainder? Which individuals 
would he follow? Who would be the favorites? 
No man on earth can tell any thing about it. ‘The. 
people saw this; they perceived that, to follow 
the opposition, was like taking a leap in the 
dark—whilst, in voting for Mr. Van Buren, they 
were walking in the light.of open day. They 
knew his principles, and could foresee the policy 
of his administration; and they very wisely pre- 
ferred him over all his political competitors. 

Against whomis this war to be waged with such. 
fury? Itis against the democratic party, with Mar-: 
tin Von Buren at tts head. Gentlemen may sneer 
at this, if they choose; but it isso. Men may 
call themselves what they please, but there is one | 
infallible mode, and one only, of deciding to ‘what 
party an individual belongs. A federalist may 
call himself. a democrat, and a democrat may 
claim to be a federalist; but ask for his principles, 
for his political creed, and then you can soon deter- 
mine to what party he is really attached. Try us 
by this rule, and it will be found that we are the 
democratic party, ‘par excellence,” if gentlemen 
choose to apply the term. i 

In this country, Thomas Jefferson is now univer- 
sally acknowledged to have been the great * ‘A pos- 
tle of Democracy.” Whatever party of this day 
comes nearest to his principles is the, Democratic 
party; let others call themselves what . they. may. 
What were his principles? He was against -the 
Bank of the United States. Soarewe. He was 
opposed to a high tariff; collecting from the 
people large sums of-money, annually, which are 
not wanted for any of the legitimate purposes of 
Government. Soare we. He wasfagainst the con- 
struction of works of internal improvement, u ider 
the authority of the General Government, chequerg 
ing the whole country with reads and canals, mide 
by the funds drawn from the industry of the na- 
tion. So are the friends of the present Adminis- 
tration. He believed, that Senators and Repre- 
sentatives were bound to obey the instractions of 
their constituents; or to resign their places and al- 
low others to take them who would. So do we. 
Look at the evidences exhibited within the last 
few years of the truth of this position; whilst the 
opposition have generally disregarded instructions, 
and boldly retained their offices, in defiance ofthe 

ublic will. ; 
p Upon all the cardinal points and doctrines of 
the old democratic party of 1800, we of the pre- 
sent dominant party are agreed.. T here is a uni- 
ty of sentiment among us in regard to these prin-, 
ciples, which proves, conclus'vely, that we are the 
demacracy of the country. The opposificn have 
ao. common creed; but so far as general prin- 
ciples are concerned, we find them constantly 
making war upon these doctrines in practice. | 

The means employed in this war will be similar 
to those always employed against the democratic 
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party; and such as have signalized the opposition 
for some years past. They arrogate to themselvés 
fall the talents”. of the country, particularly in. 
both Houses of Congress; and their puffers and 
letter writers sid “them to nike that impression 
upon the public mind. Every preminent man up- 
on our side js denounced as greatly’ deficient, 
either in talents, orin political honesty: he is either 
knave or fool. “Demagogue” is the common ap- 
peHation applied to all who, advocate popular 
rights and popular doctrines. es 

“All the religion and micrality” are claimed to 
be onthe side, of the opposition; and it is evi- 
deneed by that portion’ of them who weep and 
wail over poor Indians” and ‘poor Negroes!” 
The “decency,” too, all belongs to them. Wit- 
ness the poetry upon: ‘dusky Sally,” published 
against Mr. Jefferson; the coffin handbills circu- 
lated against Gen. Jackson, and the violent and 
abusive harangues. and publications against al 
most all the prominent m: n of our party. 

The newspapers on our side are universally de- 
nounced as unworthy of confidence, whilst their 
own even the most abandoned and profligate, are 
held up as prodigies of truth and patriotism. And 
last, though- not least, they resort to various 
schemes for buying up the people with their own 
money!’ No plan will be left untried upon this 

- subject. 
a deposite or distribution law to be passed an- 
nually; or any other plan which will effeot the ob- 
ject, will be resorted to. ‘This policy leads the 
people, when the election is. approaching, to in- 
quire, ‘which candidate is in favor of giving us 
money,” or, “who will get the most money for 
us?” In. this contest about money, principle will 
be overlooked; and we shall be governed by the 
most low, grovelling, and mercenary motives 
which, ever control the human mind. 

The North and the South, the East and the 
West, have been invoked to join in this crusade 
against the new administration. The gentleman 
from South Carolina (Mr, Pickens) called upon 
the south to come to the rescue; and confidently 
predicted that Massachusetts, and the country on 
‘both sides of the Ohio, would aid in the prostra- 
tion of Mr, Van Buren. Sir, the gentleman will 
find himself ina like condition, with a celebrated 
character in English history, who could «call 
spirits from the vasty deep;” but; unfortunately, 

ey would not coxe when he called them. 7 he 
people of these United. States ware a just people, 
and they are disposed to bestow upon every man 
the reward which his conduct has merited. They 
will not condemn a public officer until he has 
done something worthy of condemnation, I know 
that politicians sometimes act otherwise, That 
“illeweav'd ambition,” which Prompts men to 
rash and dangerous experiments, may induce a 
public man to condemn, without a hearing; but 

ruivate citizens will hear before they strike. 

As many gentlemen have recently ventured to 
prophesy in regard to future events, I will follow 
the example. I hope, however, to be more suc- 
seasful than the opposition have been for the last 
‘eight omten years. My prediction is, that the 
next administration will pursue a calm, pru- 
dent, and wise policy, both at home and abroad. 
That it will bear about the same relation to Gene- 
ral Jackson’s, that Mr. Madison’s did to Mr. Jef- 
ferson’s administration, with the exception that 
there will be no national bank chartered. And if 
Mr. Van Buren should bea candidate for re-elec- 

t ion, he will get all the States he’ did at the late 
election, and the votes of Georgia, Ohio, Indiana 
and fbelicve Tennessee in addition, The country 
wil proceed in its career of prosperity; wi 
the close of his administration will see him one of 
the most popular Presidents that hag ever occupied 
the Executive Chair of this great Republic. , 

With regard to the resolution now before the 
House, l have but little to Say. I am in favor of 
a thorough examination of any department, where 
there is reason to believe that either fraud, cor. 
ruption, or dishonesty exists. Let there be some 
evidence to warrant the House jn adopting the 
resolution; some definite charge, some distinct 
statement, to-warrant the procedure; and Į will 
go as far as any gentleman to ferret out the fraud 


‘unofficial. : 
- private citizen, who has ever had any thing to do 
with any department of: the Goverment, may be 


A distribution of land or of its preceeds; - 


and drag the culprits to light. But Ido not like | 


the language of the original resolution. It is too 
general, too. sweeping in its phrasedlogy.. Tt in: 
cludes all the transactions of a men with the de- 
partments, whether direct or. indirect, official or 
‘ihe contracts and dealings of every 


thus subjected to the inspection of a committee of 
this House. It js to'that I object. . 
Still, sir, I do. met know but I shall vote for it, as 
it is, if I cannot get it altered. I have not hereto- 
fore voted for such propositions; but, after all 
that has been said by the opposition, I think it is 


due to the President, to ourselves, and to the . 


coming administration, that we should throw open 
the doors, and let these gentlemen examine for 
the corruption, about which so much has been 
said. It is due to the Président, whose term of 
service is drawing to a close, that the condition of 
the departments be made known the country; and 
if fraud be found there, that the innocent should 
be justified, and the guilty punished. It is due 
to ourselves, because we have been indirectly 
charged with a desire to smother and conceal the 
mal-administration of public affairs, Andit is dne 
to the President elect, that we should deliver the 
Executive Departments into his hands thoroughly 
purified from all iniquity, so as to make him. re- 
sponsible only for the misdeeds of his own subordi- 
nates, committed whilst he is in power. For these 
reasons I shall vote for a strict and general scruti- 
ny, such as shall be satisfactory to all reasonable 
men, of every political party. 

One word, Mr. Speaker, in conclusion, with 
respect to this kind of discussion in which we sre 
now engaged. No one dislikes it more than T do. 
What I have said has heen absolutely provoked hy 
the course which gentlemen on the other side of 
the House have pursued. 1 have listened to their 
attacks upon the administration, and upon its 
friends, for a long time, in hopes that some.one of 
more age and experience, and of greater ability, 
would meet these assaults, and repel them as they 
deserved. No one did so, and I considered it my 
duty to assume the position T have taken. I am 
aware that I have subjected myself to violent at- 
tacks here and elsewhere, I surveyed the whole 
ground before I commenced, an'l having come to 
the conclusion thgt it was my duty to take the 
field, Tam net thé'man to be deterred by conse- 
quences. 
` Lhave endeavored throughont the discussion to 
confine myself within the rules prescribed by par- 
liamentary law. Ihave avoided all personalities, 
sriking at masses of men, their movements and 
principles. These I consider fair game. If T 
have done injustice to any individual, 1 shall be 
ready to make such explanations as the circum- 
stances may require; but to what I have said of 
parties, their conduct and principles, I shall firmly 
adhere, until convinced that I have been mis- 
taken. 

Li emer nirrren aiaa 
REMARKS OF MR. HANNEGAN, 
Or Inprana, 

In the House of Representatives, Jan. 5, 1887—On 
the resolution of Mr. Wise, proposing an in- 
quiry into the condition of the Executive De- 
partments. 

The resolution isas follows: 

“Resolved, That so much of the President’s mes- 
sage as relates to the ‘condition of the various 
Executive Departments, the ability and integrity 
with which they have been condueted, the vigilant 
and faithful discharge of the public business in all 
of them, and the causes of complaint, from any 


“quarter, at the manner in which they have fulfilled 


the objects of their creation,” be referred to a se- 
lect committee, to consist of nine members, with 
power to send for persons and papers, and with 
instructions to inquire into the condition of the va- 
tious Executive Departments, the ability and in. 
tegrity with which they have been conducted, 
nlo the manner in which the public business 
has been discharged in all-cf them, and into all 
causes of complaint, from any quarter, at the man- 
ner in which said: departments, or their bureaus 
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or offices, or any of th: ir officers or agents of eyery 
description whatcver, directly or indirectly con- 
nected with them in any manner, officially or uns 
officially, in duties pertaining to the public inte- 
terest, have fulfilled or failed to accomplish the 
objects of their creation, or huve violated their du- 


- ties, or have injured and impaired the public ser- 


vice and interest; and that said committee, in its 
inquiries, may refer to such periods of time as to 
them may seem expedient and proper.” 

The question pendirg, was the following amend- 
ment, moved by Mr, PEARCE of Rhode Island: 
strike out all after the word “resolved,” and’ in- 
sert the following: 

“That so much of the President’s message as 
is in the following words, to wit: ‘Before ċonclud- 
ing this paper, I think it is due to the various Exe- 
cutive Departments to bear testimony to their 
prosperous condition, and te. the ability and inte- 
grity with which they have been conducted. It 
has been my sim to enforce.in all of them a vigi: 
lant and faithful discharge of the. public business; 
and itis gratifying to me to believe that there is 
no just cause of complaint, from any quarter, at 
the manner in which: they have fulfilled the ob- 
jects of their creation,’ be referred to a select. com- 
mittee of nine members, with instructions to in- 
quire into any specific causes of complaint which 
may be alleged against the integrity of the admi- 
nistration of any of the departments, or their bu- 
reaus, of the vigilance and fidelity with which their 
duties have been discharged, and that said com 
mittee have power to send for persons and papers.” 

Mr. HANNEGAN said:’No gentleman disliked 
more than himself to occupy the time of the 
House in debate ; none felt more highly the value 
of that time to the country at a period like the 
preżent, when, as all knew it to be, the mass of 
business was so accumula'ed and inmense. For 
this reason his observations wouid be brief. I 
was due to himsclf, however, that the occasion 
should net pass, that the yote he intended to give 
on the resolution under discussion should not be 


-recorded, without an explanation of his reasons to 


go with that vote to the constituents whose gen- 
erous confidence he so deeply appreciated. 

Sir, (said Mr. H.) I shall vote for the resolution 
as proposed by my friend, the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Wise.) That vote, bo wever, will not 
be given for the same reasons assigned a day or 
two since by the gentleman from South Carolina, 
(Mr Pickens,) or for those given in the main by 
the gentieman from Virginia who had just re- 
sumed his seat, (Mr. Robertson.) So far as the 
latter gentleman’s assignment was based upon the 
spirit of inquiry, or the right and power of this 
House to investigate fully and freely, and at any 
moment, the affairs of the different departments 
and bureaus of the Government, he concurred 
with him to the uttermost. Jt was a right upon 
which might emphatically be said to hang the 
purity of the Government, and the liberties of the 
people: a right for the exercise of which he had 
ever contended, in its fullest and broadest sense; 
and which he could not now surrender: a power 
which, when denied by the Bank of the United 
States and its friends on that floor and elsewhere, 
he should, to the last hour of his life, consider as 
a denial of the essential principle of popular Go 
vernment. 

So far, however, “as the gentleman’s argument 
concerned the existence of corruption, and the 
practice of abuses in the different departments, 
the improper or unjust exercise of Ex: cutive or 
other official influence on the politics of the day, or : 
the recent elections, and the necessity of the pro- 
posed investigation for these purposes, he differed 
with him in the widest sense of the word: 

Neither abuses or corruption: would, as Mr. H. 
believed, be found existing in any of the depart. 
ments; and the fuller and more open the investiga- 
tions should be, the more complete in his opinion 
would be the vindication of those against whom 
the charges are to be levelled. That vindication 
was what no correct man could feel inclined to de- 
DY, if based upon justice and innocence, Regard- 
ing them in that hght, he had no fears of the con. 
sequences; and shoud they be found otherwise, it 
w=s due to the country, to those who had been de« 
ceived, to the venerable Chief Magistrate, against 
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whom he believed no man had ever yet directed 
the charge of corruption, dishonor, or dishonesty, 
that the guilt should be exposed, and the guilty 
brought to punishment. With the honorable 
mover of the resolution he was willing to go every 
length in pursuit of the peculator and the plunderer. 
The cry that such were abroad, that they were fat- 
tening on the public ciib, that they were hidden in 
the recesses of the departments, had been resound- 
ing through the hall every day since the com- 
mencement of the present, and indeed. during the 
greater part, of the last, session. The public mind 
was constantly turned by gentlemen here to this 
one theme; and it seemed to him bigh time that all 
this corruption, none of which however he had yet 
heard specified, should be loooked into, probed, 
corrected. 

There was an individual, too, connected with this 
business, whuse name, from its frequent repetition 
by honorable gentlemen in their places, the very 
parrots themselves, had they been present, would 
have learned to utter ere this; an individual whom 
he knew in private life, and knew there without 
reproach, yet whose name here was daily connect- 
ed with the worst practices ; this individual, com- 
mon justice entitled at lezst to trial, before condem- 
nation. Mr. H. as every body would understand, 
alluded to Reuben M. Whitney, the sum and sub- 
stance of the charge against whom, so far as speci- 
fications went, amounted to the fact that he was 
employed as an agent by some of the deposite 
banks, his employment as an agent of the Govern- 
ment being presumed solely from the appearance 
of his name affixed to a sign before one of the 
rooms in the building occupied by the Treasury 
‘Department. This fact alone might, with a jury 
-predetermined to hang both him and Mr. Wood- 
bury, be sufficient proof; but certainly if no such 
prior determination existed, it could not be con- 
strued into proof positive ofa knowledge on either 
part that the other existed. 

Justice to this individual himself, to his family, 
to the country, demanded an expose of the atti- 
tude which he occupied officially towards the Go- 
vernment 
__ To the amendment proposed by the gentleman 
from Rhode Island (Mr. Pearce) he could not ac- 
cede, because in so doing the appearance might 
be conveyed to the malicious portion of the world, 
that the friends of the administration had something 
to dread from the broad, open scrutiny proposed 
by the main resolution, The effect of each, 
even their meaning might be substantially the 
same; yet to those who felt inclined to blacken and 
distort, he wished no pretext furnished for the 
gratification of such p'ssions. The amendmen 
might: with some plausibility be represented as an 
evasion of the direct question in issue;. and for his 
ewn part throughout life he had never sought by 
-sinuous movements the accomplishment of any ob- 
ject. He could not seek by indirection that which 
could be attained directly. 

The honorable. gentleman from Rhode Island 
had advanced in the course of his remarks a con- 
stitutional opinicn on the powers conferred by the 
resolution, from which Mr. H. must beg leave to 
dissent—the opinion that the resolution would 
‚violate the article in the amendments to the con- 
„stitution, protecting the people against unreason- 
able searches and seizures. To that article in the 
opinion of Mr. H., but one meaning could be at- 
tached, and that so simple and plain that a misun- 
derstanding was impossible. It applied to the 
people generally in the capacity of citizens, and 
related only to their personal and private affairs. 
The contents of the Executive departments were 
literally the property cf Congress, by whose act, 
‘as the agent of the people, every thing they con- 
‘tained could be thrown open, and exposed to pub- 
lic investigation. i 

In replying to some of the remarks that had 
fallen from the geatleman from South Carolina, 
(Mr. Pickens, ) he could not forbear to say, that 
however erroneous he might consider that gentle- 
_man’s opinions, or whatever difference of senti- 
‘ment existed between them on political subjects, 
there was a manliness in his tone, a fearlessness in 
‘his expression, that must, command respect, even 
“where it failed to produce conviction. He was 


glad to hear the explanation given by that honor- . 


On Mr. Wi 


able gentleman fo the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Robertson) of the denunciation, or rather the 
declaration ef uncompromising war, which he had 
also understood him to make against the coming 
administration. He was rejoiced atit, for even at 
the time of the expression from which he had 
drawn the inference, it was regarded in his mind 
asan expression springing from the heat of the 
moment, in the excitement of debate, and not as 
the settled purpose of his heart. f 

The gentleman from South Carolina, in deplor- 
ing what he conceives to be the fallen condition of 
the country, has alluded to the condition of this 
House, as affording ample proofs of the ap- 
proaches making to despotism; the fact that the 
party supporting the administration has had the 
ascendancy here, and that their measures have 
been contrary to that gentleman’s notions of cor- 
rect policy, he has ascribed to a feeling of servility 
on the part of the majority towards the Execu- 
tive. In his own language, the House, for the 
last four years, has been used asa mere registry 
for the royal edicts. That is, for the last four 
years the majority here have done nothing but 
obey the will, and study the wish, of the Presi- 
dent. Sir, let us inquire how far the facts sustain 
this broad assertion. Without enumerating the 
many instances in which bills, particularly those 
covering appropriations, havé passed both this 
body and the other during the period mentioned, 
and tosome of which the President, as is well 
known, has reluctantly affixed his signature, to 
others has absolutely deried his assent; without 
the history ofall these, it the gentleman will but 
-look back to the last session, he will find a case 
strong enough to convince all of the jaundiced 
view he has taken in this instance. The case re- 
ferred to is the deposite act; ameasure second in 
its importance only to the recharter of the United 
States Bank, and which, by an overwhelming ma- 
jority, passed both Houses at the last session. 

Had this body been such as the gentleman 
would describe, holding the hall as a mere regis- 
try of the royal edicts, that bill never could have 
become a law; for, as all knew, the President’s 
opinions were openly adverse to the principles of 
that bill; and but for the amendment of this House 
to the bill of the Senate, by which the constitu- 
tional objection was removed, it never would have 
received his signature. The removal of this ob- 
jection, although sufficient to avoid all collision 
with that high instrument, did not by any means 
vary the substantial principles of the bill; they still 
remained, and the President’s opposition to the 
policy thus temporarily about to be established 
was no secret here, either with friends or foes 
Yet, after all, what was the result? It was, sir, 
that more than three-fourths of his most decided 
friends in this. House voted for the bill, and sus- 
tained itin every stage. Mr. H. said he would 
not have alluded to this particular instance, or 
attempted any defence of the party with 
which he acted, against this charge of the 
gentleman from South Carolina, but for the strik- 
ing refutation it gave to all charges of the kind; 
—charges of subseiviency to Executive will, 
against those who believed that Executive not im- 
maculate, but who did believe him honest, wise, 
and patriotic; striving to serve his country, and to 
preserve the purity of her institutions, and who, so 
believing, bad sustained his measures, and stood 
to his support when menaced by an insulting foe 
‘from abroad, or when threatened by the insidious 
power of a far more dangerous en: niy at home, the 
power of a serpent nursed to terrible maturity in 
the very bosom of the people. who learned, almost 
too late, the venom and the poison which lay hid 
beneath the quiet and beautiful surface. 

Mr H. said, throughout the period of this ses- 
sion there was one thing he had observed with 
pain; a course which he believed had no precedent 
in the past history of the country, and the memory 
of which he hoped might be buried for ever at the 
termination of this Congress. He alluded to the 
fact of the determined spirit of animosity, the 
same relentless opposition, which, during the past 
seven years, had been exhibited in the House 
against the President, continuing to evince itself 
up to the hour when he was retiring finally from 
the public stage. Whatever might have been the 
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rancor of party, he believed, from all the informa 


tion he had, that the last session of an Executive 
had hitherto been permitted to past, ifnot entirely 
in calmness and peace, shorn, at least, of the viru- 
lence and rancor of cherished hate. He presumed 
not to be a conscience-keeper for others; nor- 
would he dictate any man’s course; but were he 
now the enemy of the venerable man who had so 
long occupied a distinguished place in the eyes of 
his own country and the world, he.could not find it 
in his heart, at this period, to embitter a single 
breath of his allotted existence, Whatever feel- 
ings of hostility he might have cherished against 
the Executive himself, the policy and propriety 
of h:s edministratjon, he wou!d at this hour stand 
silently by, and permit the curtain to drop quiedy 
and decently over the lastscene. What, he asked 
was that scene, and who the great actor that the 
curtain was about to fall upon? ` It was the last re- 
tiring view which the world could have of a man 
whose eventful life had furnished a whole, a heavy 
volume for the history of his country; of a man 
whose imperishable deeds were to be written in 
other languages, and read in other tongues, and 
never read in any land, under any sky where hu- 
man liberty had a votary, without the heartfelt tri- 
bute of glowing admiration; a man upon whom his 
country, almost with acclamation, had delighted 
to bestow the highest honors of the State, and 
who wore those honors as became them both; his 
only aim her glory—her prosperity—her happi- 
ness—her liberty. 

Let the records of his renown be sought where 
they may, whether emanating from the closet, or 


achieved in the field, they will be found alike 


stamped with the impress of a mighty mind, a 
patriotic and devoted heart. No matter in what. 
manner he may be talked of here, what oblo uy 
may be cust upon his acts, it will turn to nothing 
inthe end. The glories of New Orleans, of Tal- 
ladega, of the Horse Shoe, cannot be stricken 
from the annals of American history. Posterity 
will read; and, in after times, when patriots war for. 
liberty, amid the strife, the hurry, and the carnage, 
the name of Anprew Jacxson shall be the talis- 


man 
“To stir the hearts of men 
As though ’twere the battle drum.” 


Long hence, when the rank grass shall have 
grown, and withered again and again, oyer the 
whole ‘animated warm motion,” now filling this 
hall, when perhaps none will be found to. tell 
where most of us lay, in this very hall, if liberty 
and union remain, the name he had just uttered 
would be heard resounding, as the preserver; in a 
trying hour, of his country’s political.freedora, and 
the pure principles of her constitution. ` 

Mr. H. said he was not speaking with a cour- 
tier’s tongue, for such a language he had: yet to 
learn, or such a feeling to cherish, towards created 
man. It was not the part he had played in his 
intercourse with the President; but whenever, as 
had sometimes been the case, a difference of opi- 
nion existed between them on subjects in which 
he himself had felt an interest, his own opinions 
had been spoken to the President promptly, and 
warmly; it might be at times too warmly for the ` 
disparity of years. In speaking of the Execu- 
tive now, he had. spoken of bim as one about to 
be numbered with the past; as one with whom 
his own age vas on the eve of exchanging mourn- 
ful adieus, and upon whose ear the voice alike of 
flattery and of friendship, of low detraction and of 
manly enmity, would soon fall with the same 
heavy, cold, senseless effect. 

From first to last, since his entry into the hall, 
he had sat and silently heard the President de- 
nounced as a tyrant, branded, almost in the same 
breath, with the opposite epithets of usurper and 
dotard. Fortunately the feelings which inspired 
such language could not be communicated to pos- 
terity; they would sink into the same grave, they 
would lie buried in the: same oblivion, assigned to 
most of those who cherished them. 

History, in. her long drawn gallery, will present 
to coming time no portrait that can occupy a 
higher place than his who in life bas been so tra- 
duced—none that shall stand forth in moresimple, 
beautiful, living relief. i 

The gentleman from South Garolina, in the 
course of his remarks, bad drawn a comparison, 
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ag Mr. I understood him at the time, between | 
‘the President, and the Roman Sylla and Marius, | 
and the English Cromweli—between Andrew 
Jackson and the cold, cruel, fanatical Cromwelli! 
the usurper, who rushed. undismayed over the 
rights and liberties of the very peeple to whom 
he awed every thing save his existence, to seize 
upon a blood-stained protectorate, or y 

[Mr. Picxens here asked the floor, which was 
yielded, and then stated that the application of 
his remarks had been misunderstoed by Mr. H.; 
that bis intention was not to institute the com- 
parisons es supposed; that, in his remarks refer- 
ring to the tribunes of the Roman people, and 
not toSyila and Marius, as Mr. H. supposed, and 
“in his referrnce to the course and character of 
“Oliver Cromwel, he had: simply meant to be un- 
‘derstood. as comparing the condition of our coun- 
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could have voted upon the original resolutions of 
the Senator from Ohio sub silentio, because, in’ so 


in adopting the substitute of the Senator from Vir- 
ginia, Í shall be placed im an equivocal position be- 
fore my constituents, and therefore think it neces- 
sary that certain explanatory comments should ac- 
company my vote. I will not deny, that as 
thoughts flowed in upon my mind during the dis- 
cussion of the original question, I occasionally 
felt disposed to give them utterance ; but prudence, 


‘that cowardly and sometimes assassin virtue de- 
stroyed each embryo purpose as soon as it was 
formed. But now shechanges sides, and whispers 
me that it is due to myself, and those whom I have 
the honor in part to represent, to crave the indul- 
gence of the Senate for a few moments. 

I am opposed tothe original resolutions, because 


try with theirs; and our downward course to the 
same despotism, should we, under the coming ad- 
ministration, find that the fundamental princi- 
ples of the constitution had been undermined, “by 
a precedent established of Executive interference 
in the successorship. } s f 

Mr, H. continued: He was gratified to be in- 


formed of his misunderstanding of the gentle- 


they proposed to rescind an Executive order. I do 
not mean by this a mere verbal criticism, for I sup- 
pose the honorable Senator really meant what his 
resolution contained, and proposes to rescind or re- 
peal an Executive order by a vote of the National 


ceived to be a manifest solecism. The Legislative, 
Executive, and Judicial departments of this Go- 


man’s alluion. tn support of the fundamental 
principles af the constitution, that gentleman could 
not ge farther than he was willing to go. There 
was no sacrifice he would not be proud to make, 
no tie he would not freely sever, to preserve from 
violation that sacred charter. As to the charac- 
ter of Mr. Van Buren’s administration, not having 
the gift of prescience, it was, impossible for him 
to say what might be its results. He looked for- 

ward, however, with perfect confidence, to a con- 
dinuance of the psinciples upon which the Go- 
vernment was now administered, and felt satisfied, 
that, in this expectation, there would be no dis- 
appointment, "that violence could be offered, 
that a blow could be inflicted upon the funda- 
mental principlesof the constitution by the pre- 
sent hesd of the Government, was a state of 
things which he could not conceive within the 
range of possibility, It would argue an. unhal- 
lowed love of power, and a misapprehension or 
a hatred of the tree institutions of his native soil, 

dn the bosom ofthe man. sit, he would ask, likedy 
‘that. such feelings could yow tenant the heart of 
Andrew Jackson? He would let the terms in 
which his friend from. Tennessee (Mr. Peyton) 
had‘spoken of the President a few days back, an 
swer the question He alluded to the interview 
described by his friend between the President 
and one of the Tennessee Senators, Was he 
planing schemes of power for himself or ano- 
ther, then? Was their talk of treason, or unholy 
stratagem? No, sir, no: the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee told us it was of the grave—of dying—of 
his loved Hermitage, which he wished once more 
to see, and where he hoped his eyes might close. 
Can it be that such a man, after having toiled in 
the cause of liberty his whole life, should, when 
the grave and all its mysteries are drawing nigh, 
seek, as the last act of a glorious career, to impair 
thé principles for which in boyhood he bled; the 
institadiess which in riper years he aided to 
sirengtben and perfect; and the free Government 
whieh, inthe full maturity of manhood, he tri- 
umphantly sustaincd? . Let it not be borne upon 
the winds: before such things can exist, the moral 
order of nature must be reversed. 


‘Heras NCEE EEDE TORACE EOE 


SPEECH OF MR. STRANGE, 
Ov NorTtH CAROLINA. : 

In Senate, Jgnuary 9, 1837—on Mr. Ewing’s reso- 
lution to resciud the Treasury order, - 


RESiDeNT: It was not my purpose to have 
Senate to-day, but as some gentle- 
o desire to be heard on this question, have 
ir preparation from an expectation that 
y the floor, I am unwilling that 

shouid result to a member. of this 
nisconception arising from intima- 
may have given. . Therefore, although not 
ared to my own Satisfaction, I will ask the jn- 
dulgence of the Senate for a few moments, I 


wh 
s 


that in- 


vernmentare wisely separated by the Constitution, 
and one cannot interfere with the province of an- 
other. The Legislative prescribes rules for the 
Executive and Judiciary, but cannot itself per- 
form any legislative or judicial function, except 
in the special cases set forth in the Constitu- 
tion. Congress may, if it be necessary and proper, 
command the Executive to repeal the Treasury or- 
der, but cannot itself repeal it. Congress passes 
laws for the government of every citizen, from the 
highest to the lowest, and at his own peril he yields 
or withholds obedience. As well, and even with 
mote propriety, might the Supreme Court. say it 
repeals an act of Congress when it pronounces it 
unconstitutional, and refuses to enforce it. And 
as well might Congress say it repeals a decision of 
the Supreme Court, when that decision, having 
opened its cyes to some defect in the existing law, 
induces it to prescribe a new rule for future action. 
Even when the decisions of the court are palpably 
repugnant to the existing law, Congress cannot re- 
peal them. Congress may direct what decisions 
shall be made in- future, but cannot repeal those 
already published. Neither can it repeal the de- 
cisions of the Executive. The legislature pre- 
scribes rules for the government of both these đe- 
partments, and to each of them it must be left to 
apply them; and each must, in the first instance, 
judge how far its own actions square with the rules 
prescribed, upon its own official responsibility. A 
direct declaration of repeal, therefore, must be al» 
together inoperative, and of course an absurdity. 
The truth is, this Treasury order is altogether an 
Executive act, and can only be undone by Execu- 
tive authority. Congress may command its re- 
peal, and doubtless the Executive would yield such 
command respectful obedience. But it strikes me 
there is something in the mode of this undertaking 
to affect the repeal of the Treasury order, not con- 
sistent with strict parliamentary propriety: at least 
not altogether consistent with the professed pur- 
pose of those who desire its repeal. It is laid 
down in Jcfferson’s Manual, the highest autherity 
acknowledged by us in such matters, that “When 
the House commands any thing it is by order. 
But facts, principles, their own opinions and pur- 
poses, are expressed in the form of resolutions.” 
JNow the resolutions before us, while they assume 
the name of resolutions, effect the office of orders, 
and to perform more, as I think I have before 
shown, than even an order would be competent to 
accomplish. SaF 

But again Iam opposed to the resolutions, be- 
cause they propose to prescribe a rule, unnecessari- 
ly.as I conceive, in a matter where, from its nature, 
a large discretion is desirable, being highly conve- 
nient, and in no degree liable to dangerous use.. I 
know it.is the fashion of the day to suppose that 
` the Executive. authority is the only one Hable to 
abuse, or in any way likely to threaten the liber- 
ties of the country. Among. the blessings, Mr. 
President, for: which we of the present day are 


debtors to Heaven, there are none, politically speak- . 


doing, my vote would have explamed itself; but. 


` creation. 


Legislature; and this, with due deference, I con- . 
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et Senate. 


ing, for which we have more just reason. to be 
greatful, than that the formation of our Constituy 
tion-has not been left to our own hands; that we 
have received it ready formed in all its beautiful 
proportions, by men who seem to have been come 
missioned by Heaven for this very thing. Sur- 
rounded by an atmosphere, just purified by the 
storms and convulsions of the revolution, every 
one feeling more strongly than any other want that 
‘of an equal, wise, and impartial Government, they 
addressed themselves to the task with no faculty 
biassed by local or personal passions. They sought 
for truth with their visual organs, purged from the 
mists of prejudice, and they found her. They 
listened to her inspired instructions, and penned 
the happy Constitution under which we now live, 
the envy of other nations, and the pride of our own. 
They divided Government into three departments, 
and prescribed the sphere in which each should 
move. Harmony and safety will ever attend its 
action, while each stricily observes the law of its 
But it is difficult to say from which the 
most direful results are to be apprehended, should 
it with eccentric movement forsake its natural orbjt, 
and invade those of its sister planets. Viewing 
this matterin the light of experience, we should 
be led to suppose that from the legislative depart- 
ment there was the greatest reason for jealousy of 
usurpation, or invasion of the province of others. 
The most remarkable and d esolating revolutions. of 
which modern history furnishes an account, are 
those of England and France, and the complete 
prostration of the Executive and Judicial autho- ` 
rities beneath the feet of the Legislative, marked 
those sanguinary events. But to press. this por- 
tion of the subject no farther, sufice it 1o say, that 
truc wisdom dictates to each department great for~ 
bearance towards the others, and a no less scrupu- 
lous abstinence from infringing upon their rights, 
than a jealous care of its own. The collection of 
the revenue is strictly an Executive act. The Le 
gislature to be sure can alone prescribe the subjects 
of revenue, and the mode of its collection; but the 
funds, to use the language of the resolution, in 
which receivable is in the general a fair subject to 
be left to the Executive under the Constitution, 
and -the broad range of circumstances which 
may from time jto time arise. The general prin- 
ciple certainly (from which neither common 
reason nor convenience will allow of any wide 
departure) is, ‘that the public revenue should 
be collected in what is obviously equivalent to so 
much gold and silver, the acknowledged standards 
of value both by the constitution and the usage of 
-trade. What is so equivalent must. depend greatly 
upon circumstances continually fluctuating, the 
currents of trade, and the peculiar application for 
which any given portion of the revenue is de- 
signed. Sometimes the ease of the citizen may be 
consulted to a great extent, in perfect consistene' 
with. the security of the Treasury; and, at others, 
nothing short of the precious metals’ themselves 
will serve the purposes of the public demands. J} 
do. not mean to say that Congress has not the 
power of dictating even the funds in which the 


-revenuc may be paid, or that there is any thing 


improper in her doing so; but that, in general, the 
officer whose business it is to supervise the Trea- 
sury in his turn, under the supervision of the Exe- 
cutive, will be well capable of judging, and. much 
more competetent to act, to the advantage of the 
public under sudden emergencies, (which no hü- 
man sagacity is sufficient to foresee,) when un- 
trammelled by rigid, inflexible rules; and, there- 
fore, unless strong considerations call for the en- 
-actment of such rules, it is far better to leave him 
with the responsibility upon his own shoulders, 
which, without such enactments, would rest there. 
Thus the executive class of public officers would 
be stimulated to more activity; feeling, in addition 
to their responsibility to us, the representatives of 
the people, a direct responsibility to them, our 
common masters, for the wisdom and fidelity of 
their action. : 

I am further opposed to the resolutions, beenuse 
they proceed upon a principle altogether unknown 
to custom, and directly at war with sound policy. 
In general, either a public or. private agent is 
bound to collect the debts of his principal in spe- 


g 
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gie, or something clearly its equivalent; his undi- 
vided attention should be directed to the interest of 
him whom he represents. ‘Fruly that disposition 
to eblige, which, with rare exceptions, characte- 
Yizes all intelligent men; and, still more in public 
‘matters, that love of popularity by which alone, in 
our country, men are either elevated to office or 
Suffered long to retain it—are ample guarantees 
that the debtor will not be subjected to inconve 
niences not demanded by the agent’s own responsi- 
‘bility to his principal; and these are all that have 
been heretofore thought safe to allow the debtor, or 
at all reasonable for him to ask. In fact, it gene- 
rally happens that, consultation of his own ease 
in making his collections with the least labor and 
trouble, the law of kindness and the love of popu- 
` Mrity, induce the agent to relax from an observ- 
ance sufficiently rigid of the interests of-his prin- 
cipal, and to receive payment in’ funds not the 
most valuable, if not, in many cases, somewhat 
doubtful. Such seems to have been at one time, 
to a very alarming extent, the fiscal experience of 
this Government. But these resolutions propose 
to spur the flying steed, to impose that as an obli- 
gation towards which there is already a natural 
and dangerous proclivity. They propose essen- 
tially to change the office of the head of the Trea- 
sury Department, and, requiring him fo overlook 
the security of the national property, compel him 
to regeive the national dues in a class of funds, 
from which the debtor, having the right of selec- 
tion, will of course choose what will be most ea- 
sily obtained, and consequently, in all probability, 
the least safe and valuable. 
_ I am again opposed to the resolutions, because, 
cas I conceive, they are intended to censure the: 
President of the United States. Ifany doubt rested 
“upon the mind upon the mere perusal of the resolu- 
‘tions themselves, that doubt must cease as soon as 
‘we listen to the comments of their advocates, and 
the réasons which urge them to their support. 
‘Some of the reasons upon which they are avowedly 
Supported are the evil motives ascribed to the’ Pre- 
sident, in causing the issue of the Treasury order 
they are designed to repeal. 
‘Charged with falsehood; for the Treasury order 
bears upon its face, doubtlessly under his own 
authority and direction, the motives which induced 
him to give it existence; and we are here publicly 
‘told that his true motives were of an altogether 
‘different kind; thus directly charging him with an 
attempt to deceive the public, in placing before it 
false motives for his official action. But this is not 
‘all. He is not only charged with falsehood, but at 
‘Yeast one of the motives imputed to him is in itself 
“altogether base and dishonorable. We are told 
that some of the land speculators alluded to in the 
order, were his own ‘particular friends, whose. in- 
terest he was solicitous to promote; that they 
have already made large investments in the public 


lands, and are threatened with loss, or at least a- 


necessity of holding for an inconvenient length of 
time, should the United States continue to be a 
eompetitor with them in unrestricted sales; and 
‘that while the United States is demanding specie, 
they, by selling for paper, would acquire a prefe- 
“rence in the market, and be enabled to command 
better prices; thus making the President of the 
United States, in forgetfulness of his high station, 
‘and his well-earned honors, to sell the latter for 
trash to enrich his friends, and prostitute the former 
to gratify their avarice. Another motive assigned, 
is that being in heart opposed to the depasite law 
of the last session, he was desirous of throwing 
every difficulty in the way of its execution, to verify 
the evil omens uttered by himself and friends in 
relation to it, and to render it odious in the eyes of 
the people. To accomplish all this, the, Treasury 
order was framed, in the hope that the pressure 
and embarrassments it should produce might be 
imputed to the depesite act. It may be that the 
‘President of the United States was not weil inclined 
to the deposite aet, and that in truth it is a mis- 
chievous measure, some of the evils of which are 
now demonstrating themselves; that those are now 
‘feeling them, who could not, in any other way, be 
‘breught to dream of their existence; that in fact 
‘the connection between present difficulties and the 
deposite det is as intimate so to make it appear 
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He is, in effect, | 


that one was got up by previous design to accom- 
pany the other. But hewever all this may be, it is 
well known that the present Chief Magistrate is not 
a man to accomplish his views by any indirection, 
that a bold and manly, and, as his enemies think, 
a rash and reckless policy, is one of his characte- 
ristices, "Yet gentlemen who advocate these resolu- 
tions, ascribe to him conduct highly disingenuous, 
and motives exceedingly dishonorable. It is not 
my wish, in malice, to impugn the motives of any 
one; and if I should refer unfavorably to the mo- 
tives of a party, I hope. no gentleman within or 
without these walls will consider it personal to 
himself, or springing, in the slightest degree, from 
individual feeling. We are all men, and are all 
liable to have our judgment warped, however clear 
and intuitive originally, by the allurements of per- 
suasion, the fascination of affection, the delusions 
of prejudice, or the madness of passion; and when 
I find myself differing with another, I am always 
willing to suppose, and have it supposed, that 
either he or myself have fallen under subjection to 
one of these malign influences. 

There arc gentlemen still living, and on the the- 
atre of public action, whose fame once fired my 
infant soul with admiration; anid whose fame I still 
cherish as the boast of my couniry.. But God has 
given to every rational and responsible being fac- 
ulties by which he is bound to try the actions and 
opinions of others as well as his own; he must be 
obedient to their decisions, and not suffer himself 
to be lead captive at the chariot wheels of authori- 
ty. Tried by this standard, I have found those 
whom I once viewed as little less than demigods, 
men of like passions with myself, and in like man- 
ner subject to idols, as the learned Lord Bacon has 
been pleased to term the various delusions to which 
the human mind is exposed. While, therefore, I 
am still disposed to accord to them the fame they 
so justly merit, anl allow to them at the same 
time patriotism equal to thatof Curtius, who sealed 
his with his life, I yet see in them motives to assail 
the present administration well calculated to mis- 
lead them; and find in them a practice of indis. 
criminate condemnation of allhis measures. Like 
the Jews of old, their cry continually is, “Can any 
good come out of Nazareth?” They must be in- 
dulged in the ery, but it is the duty of every one 
who loves his country to answer that cry, in all its 
various modifications, whenever he shall believe 
it groundless, with instant denunciation, lest the 
people become deluded hy it, and stimulated, as of 
old, to the sacrifice of their best friend, thei truest 
benefactor. Tet menothe misinderstuud, Much 
as I esteem and admire General Jackson asja patriot 
and wise statesman, let it not be said I have ever 
uttered the blasphemous thought that he bears the 
most remote comparison with the sacred person- 
age who fell a victim to Jewish persecution. But 
I do.insist that to these original resolutions it is a 
just cause of resistance that they are designed to 
swell the ery of disapprobation against an admin- 
istration pronounced, as I understand, by Nathan- 
jel Macon, the political patriarch of North Caro- 
liha, the best this country has ever witnessed. 

But this objection is intimately connected with 
another, and that js the tendency of the adoption 
of these resolutions to the re-establishment of the 
United States Bank. The whole of the party with 
whom I have the honor to act, concur in the opi- 
nion that this institution cannot exist consistently 
with the Constitution; and many who differ from. 
us in other matters unite with us in believing it 
one highly dangerous to the public weal. But these 


are questions not now for disenssion; they may be | 


considered as settled by the verdict of the people. 
But, sir, a new trial is moved for, and all sorts of 
devices are set on foot to prepare the mind of the 
only tribunal which can decide, whether or notit 
shall be granted to lend a favorable car to the ay 
plication, None is more likely to be. successful 
than the conviction that the fiscal concerns of the 
country are prone to gross mismanagement with- 


out it. I6 therefore, Congress shall, by the adep- 
tion of these resolutions, give color to such a be- 


lief, gentlemen have already warned us in their 
speeches of the bearing it 18 likely to have upon the 
question of the recharter of the United States Bank. 


This recharter is, in my humble opinion, the main ob+ | 


< ject for the accomplishment whereof the present ad- 
ministration isabused and vilified, and all the other 
. party machinery setto work. Among other things 
with the cunning characteristic of à certain ttle 
animal common in our country, the bank pretends 
to be dead. But it is a delusion: the monster, is 
not dead; it does not even sleep. I owe it-td the 
respectable gentlemen connected with that.mstita- 
ticn, some of them my highly esteemed personal 
friends, to say that my hostility to the-bank is en- 
tirely political. To moré able, and, for aught I 
know, more honest hands, hearts and heads than 
some who have heretofore held some control of its 
affairs, they could not have been committed. But 
even with them flagrant abuses have attended: its 
administration, and the freedom of elections, that 
lifespring of our political system, been’ seriously 
threatened. If these things happen in the green 
tree, what will be done in the dry? If honest men 


are borne away upon the tide of human passion, 
what may we expect when, as in the common course 
of things may well happen, mere stock-jobbers and 
knaves shall rule over its destinies? Every tenden- 
cy then to its recharter ought to be resisted, even if 
the problem were demonstrated that we could not 
manage our fiscal concerns so well without it, 
These, sir, are some of the reasons that would have 
` indisposed me a priori to support the original resolu- 
tion. But gentlemen-say they ought to be adopted, 
and the order rescinded, because it was. issued in 
contemptuous disregard of the opinion of the Sen- 
ate expressed at its last session. If this be so, it is 
a grievous fault; and that the alleges perpetrator 
hath not beencalled upon morc grievously ‘to an- 
swer it is, to my mind, proof positive that the accu- 
sation js groundless. The circumstance which, as I 
suppose, gives color to this charge, is thatat the last 


session of Congress it was proposed in the Senate 
to adopt a resolution substantially conformable to ' 
the present 'Treasury order, which a majority of 
the Senate refused todo. To test this matter, let 
us suppose the Administration the private agent of 
a private individual whom we will imagine to be 
Congress. fn some of those moments when. ‘the 
mouth unconsciously pours forth the falliicss ‘of the 
heart, the agent overhears his principal, while cast- 
ing over in his mind the large estates of which he 
is the proprietor, and the vast sums of money which, 
by way of rent, are pouring iuto, his coffers, wF 
believe,” says he, “I will instruet my agent to 
receive nothing but gold and silyer from my ten- 
ants.” He debates the matter over'with himself, 
and finally concludes to give his agent no instruc- 
tions upon the subject. But gold an 
the legal currency of the country, and the agent, of 
his own head and imagination, compels the tenants 
te pay in gold ahd silver. They complain i 
would have been far easier for them to have paid 
jn the notes of specie paying banks.” With what 
justice could the principal complain’ that he had 
been contemptuously treated by his agent, heca 
he had not construed his not comm: 
demand gold and silver, as an-insty 
demand gold and silver? I confess, had 1 the hos 
nor to have been at the head of the TY 
partment, I should have reasoned in th 
Notwithstanding a proposal to give me sp 
structions upon ‘this matter, Cong 
itexpedient to leave me to my own d 
my official responsibility, and expe 
such measures as this novel crisis of affair 
from time to time, require. My situation isd 
cult and delicate, and it behooves me, with” 
statesman eye, tosurvey the scene; and, with 
manly and judicious firmness, to adopt such mea- 
esas are demanded by ine exigency.” Puerile 


; resolution, on my part, may endinger the 
whole national treasure. But we are told thet the 
Executive has no right to consider the state-of af- 

no right to take any measures with refercnce 


fa 
to tue currency of the country, or the disposal of 


the public lands. That these are matt: Ju- 
sively with Congress. Indeed, sit! ard pray, why ` 


have we any Executive at all? W hy does not 
Congress just pass laws, and place their cxeeution 
in the hands of ‘agents of their own selection and 
appointment? Simply because our -forefathers 


were too wise to adopt any such form of Govern- 
ment. They knew that a perpetual legislative bo- 
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dy. was the most tyrannical of all institutions, and’ l| law passed in 1816, willhe be more mindful of a 


that intervals in its sessions,as well as its exist- 
ence, were essential to liberty, But they did not 
intėnd that, during thosé intervals, the vessel of 
state should float down the siream.of. gents with- 
ont a pilot. No, sir, they constituted*a responsible 
Executive; responsible to the great sovereign pow- 
er from whom, and. by whom, he is called: to. the 
exercise of high, useful; and honorable functions. 
Where the Legislature prescribes for him particular 
‘rules, provided they be such as the Constitution al- 
low sthem to prescribe, he is bound to follow them 
with implicit obedience; but, where they have 
omitted te do so, the broad chart of the Constitution 
is the only limit to a discretion, which he is not 
only at liberty“but is bound to exercise. He is 
criminally negligent if, within those limits, he fails 
to adopt such measures as ihe public exigencies 
may demand. He has not only a right, but is 
bound to judge when such exigencies exist, and so 
to frame his measures: as to pass them in safety. 
Whether he acts, or forbears to act, he has not 
only to encounter the strict. ordeal of public opi- 
nion, but may even be called upon to answer on 
impeachment, for excess on the one hand, or lag- 
gard indifference on the other. And is the right of 
judging to be denied him when such responsibility 
for events rests upon his shoulders? When not 
only the fame, which has been his passport to high 
distinction, is to be snatched from him by the deci~ 


sion of his cotemporaries, and. himself tried and - 


degraded upon a formal proceeding; but the page 
which hands his name down to posterity marked 
with the opprobrious words of tyrant, usurper, 
knave, fool, or coward? 
_ Try him as a private agent to whom you have 
committed your affairs. A wide space intervencs, 
seas roll between you, or for some other reason he 
is not within reach of instruction. An important 
erisis takes place, and by a single step he may 
make your fortune. The erisis passes, and the 
step. is not taken. You hear of this crisis, and 
believing that you have trusted your affairs to a 
wise man, you do not doubt that all that was pro- 
per to have been done has been done. When next 
you meet your agent, you say to him, “Where are 
the golden ingots you have amassed for me? where 
the treasures of Ethiopia and the Indies?” “I have 
them not,” replies your agent. “Why,” you inquire, 
“did you not perform such and such.an act?” “I 
did not,” the agent doggedly replies, “you did not 
tell me to do it’ Would you not seize him by the 
throat, and indignantly exclaim, “Stupid dolt, did 
T tell you not todo it?” ‘Tell me not then that the 
most important public agent may doze in the palace 
provided for his accommodation, and move only 
when quickened into action by legislative impulse. 
But this brings us to another point. Senators 
say that Congress has already prescribed the rule 
in this case, and declare that this order is in viola~ 
lion of it, and therefore ilegal; and upon this point, 
methought, the otaer day, the highly distinguished 
Senator from Massachusetts “bit his thumb at ns,” 
T do not mean to say that that gentleman knew any 
thing of the character or even the name of the 
humble Senator from North Carolina, but he allu- 
ded to a class to which I have the honor to belong. 
T know that the Senator from Massachusetts wields 
a ponderous lance and with the arm of á giant, aud 
Í should be loth to encounter its deadly thrust. But 
he has, as I think, assumed to himself ground on 
which a stripling might venture to assail him. As 
an eagle, “towering in his pride of place,” may 
drop a feather from his plumage, destined at some 
future day to give force and direction to the arrow 
which wounds him, so did the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, in one of those able effusions which con- 
tributed to place him on that enviable elevation he 
now occupies, furnish arguments strong and irre- 
sistible against the position he has now theught 
proper to assume. If the Treasury order is illegal, 
I would ask, in the first place, what need of further 
legislation? Does a law derive more efficacy 
from repetition? Or does its obligation depend up- 
on the number of ponderous tomes it may fill? If 
gentlemen really believe there is a law now exist- 
ing which overreaches the Treasury order, are they 
not sporting with us when they ask us to “pass an- 
other? If the Executive is in fact regardless of a 


aw passed in 1837? But let us hear what law is 
violated, or, rather, alleged to be violated. The 


- Senator from Massachusetts, in a speech delivered 


in 1816, informs us that ‘by the statute all duties 
and taxes were required to be paid in the legal 
money- of the United States, or in Treasury 
notes. 
States? “At that time Congress had_legalized no 
money except. gold: and silver, and United States 
Bank notes; ‘and, of course, if only legal money 


„was receivable, nothing but gold and ‘silver, and 


Treasury notes, and United States Bank notes; were 
receivable; but the following joint resolution was 
then adopted: 


. The joint resolution of 1816. f 

“That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he hereby is, re- 
quired and directed'to adopt such: measures as he may deem 
necessary, to.cause, as soon as may be, all duties, taxes, debts, 
or sums of money, accruing or becoming payable to the United 
States, to be collected and paid in the legal currency of the 
United States, or Treasury notes, or notes of the Bank of the 
United States, as by law provided and declared, orin notes of 
banks which are payable and paid on demand, in the said legal 
currency of the United States; and that, from and after the 20th 
day of February next, no such duties, taxes, debts, or sums of 
money, accruing or becoming payable to the United States as 
aforesaid, ough: to be collected or received otherwise than in 
the legal currency of the United States, or Treasury notes, or 
notes of the Bank of the United States, or in notes of banks 
which are payable and paid, on demand, in the said legal cur. 
rency of the United States ?? 


And this, it is said, compels the Secretary of the 
Treasury to receive in payment of public dues, at 
the option of the debtor, either gold or silver, or 


- Treasury notes,or United States Bank notes,or notes 


of banks which are paid or payable on demand in 
legalmoney.' Language, I suppose, Mr. President, 
is subject to various interpretations, according to 
the relationship which the Speaker bears to the 
subject matter. As for instance, if a creditor, ad- 
dressing his agent, should say to him, “ You must 
collect for me either gold or silver, or Treasury 
notes, or United States Bank notes, or notes of spe- 
cie paying banks,” could he understand him in any 
other sense than that he would be satisfied with 
either, leaving to his agent to collect in either fund, 
according to the dictate of convenience. If the 
creditor should intend to assume the singular atti- 
tude of speaking mainly in behalf of his debtor, 
ought not the agent to be distinctly apprized, in 
some way, that such was the fact, before he could 
be justly charged with disobedience of orders in 
nct allowing the debtor to choose the fund in 
which he should pay? And would not every one 
be filled with astonishment, should a debtor be 
found unreasonab.e enough to insist to the agent, 
that upon any ‘instructions he might have received 
from his principal, he, the debtor, acquired a right 
of action against him for declining to obey those 
instructions? But the Senator from Massachu- 
‘setts will not, I am persuaded, differ with me upon 
this principle of law, that in construing statutes re- 
ference must be. had to the old law; the mischief, 
and the remedy. What does the-history of the 
times inform us was the old Jaw, and the mischief, 
at the adoption of the resolution of 18162 The 
Senator from Massachusetts, in the speech before 
referred to, informs us that “ ail duties and taxes 
were required to be paid in the legal monty of the 
United States, or in Treasury notes.” This was 
the old Jaw. ‘The mischief, we learn from the same 
authority, was “ that the notes of banks of a hun- 
dred different descriptions, and almost as many 
different values, had been. received, and were still 
received.” What, then, was the remedy intended 
by Congress? To give the Secretary a wider lati- 


tude in favor of the debtor, or to correct the mis- 


chief, and instruct him entirely with reference to 
the production of a more healthy state of the Trea- 
sury? ` Most obviously the latter; and I doubt not 
that fifteen years ago it would have been esteem- 
ed by gentlemen of all parties, the most wild chi- 
mera imaginable, in any public debtor to have set 
up the pretence of selecting the fand in which he 
would pay off his responsibility. And yet itis 
urged, by way of authority upon this point, that 
the President of the United States has so construed 
the resolution of 1816, as is evinced by his advis- 
sing Congress to remove the obligation upon the 
Treasury to “receive United States Bank notes in 
payment of public dues. But this, I think, does 
not at all contribute to the proof of the proposition 


What was the legal money of the United” 


‘larly redeemed . with specie 


Jan. 1837. 


m Senate. 


contended for, as it is evident that the obligation 
alluded to by the President is that contained in the 
charter of the United States Bank, and not to any 
eommand, either express or implied, in the joint 
resolution of 1816. There is nothing on the score 
of authority, but, on the contrary, I believe I am 
warranted in saying that the weight of authority is 
the other way; as in effect the operations of the 
United States Bank, while the fiscal agent ‘of the 
country, amounted to the actual collection of spe- 
cie from Government debtors, so that the charge of 
illegality on this ground is not sustained either by 
argument or authority. And, indeed, I think it‘is 
in effect abandoned by the admission that the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury might refuse to receive in 
Maine notes payable in Georgia, and viċe versa; or, 
in other words, that he is at liberty to judge whether 
the fund offered is worth so much gold and silver 
at the place offered, although it may be at par, or 
even above par, at some other place. But another 
case may be put, for which the resolution would 
have provided, if it had been intended, in all cases, 
to deprive the Secretary of the Treasury of any dis- 
cretion. A bank whose notes have been regu- 
exists in the place 
where the money is to be paid to the public 
receiver, and those notes are valued at par in the 
market. The public receiver has however certain 
information that the bank is in’ critical circum- 


‘stances, and will unquestionably blow up in a few 


hours. What is he to do? According to the con. 
struction of the resolution of 1816 contended for, 
he is not at liberty to refuse the money, because this 
is doubtless a specie paying bank, and may possibly 
continue to be so; but the receiver has no right 
to exercise any judgment upon that question, and 
must in the meantime receive a sum of money, 
however large, with the strongest conviction upon 
his own mind that he is receiving worthless rags, 
which will prove a total less to the Government. 
But the Treasury order is further said to be illegal, 
because it discriminates between actual settlers and 
others, and indeed it is said to be in this respect in 
violation of the-Constitution itself. . The clause in 
the eye of the objector is the first of the 2d section 
of the 4th article’ ‘of the Constitution, declaring 
“that the citizens of each: State shall be entitled to 


‚all privileges and immunities of citizens in the 


several States.” The acts of nearly if not quite 
every State in the Union have given construction 
to this clause of the Constitution, by which it seems 
to have been understood as contemplating nothing 
more than the defence of the citizens of one State 
from the disabilities of alienage in another. The 
pre-emption rights recognised in nearly all the land 
legislation of Congress is a farther precedent and 
sanction of the principle. But so far as the present 
debate is concerned, it is sufficient to say that this 
diserimination in the Treasury order no longer 
exists. It has fulfilled the term of duration origi- 
nally allotted to it, and no longer formsa feature in 
this Executive measure. . 

But some have further urged the illegality of the 
‘Treasury order, upon the ground that its operation 
is not extended to the customs of the country. This 
argument would be a very sound one in the mouth 
of him who was contending for a further extension 
of the Treasury order, so as to embrace the customs, 
but is certainly not at all calculated to impugn the 
propriety of requiring the public lands to be paid 
for in the legal currency. Itis to be remembered 
that this order operates mainly, if not altogether, 
on sales made after its passage, and surely ‘there 
cannot be the slightest wrong, injustice or illegality 
in demanding different kinds of payment for debts 
of a character altogether different. Still less can 
there-be any thing unlawful in one having property 
to sell, saying to purchasers, ‘if you buy this arti- 
cle, it will suit me to receive payment in cur- 
rent notes; but if you buy this other article, you 
must pay for it in gold and silver.” This brings 
somewhat under. consideration the land law of 
1820, which, if an express justification was requir- 
ed for the Treasury order, furnishes it, and sweeps 
away at once every pretext for charging it witha 
want of legality. By it, the public land is required 
to be paid for in cash; and as some difficulty has been 


-raised upon the signification of this word; in order 


toits solution, at least to my own satisfaction, I 


the 
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have had reccurse to the dictionary lying on your 
desk. 
upon turning to the word money, I find it signifies 
metals coined for the purposes of commerce; so that 
in fact, under that law, all the public lands without 
the Treasury order can now. only be paid for in 
ready money, to wit: metal coined for the purposes 
of commerce, in Treasury notes, or land scrip. So 
much for the legality. z 

But the policy of this Treasury order is also as- 
sailed; and upon this point J must admit that hav- 
ing been hurried into this debate somewhat sooner 
than I had intended, I am unable to do any thing 
like justice either to myself or the subject. Iam 
under great obligations to gentlemen on both sides 
for the light they have cast upon it, and am not 
less indebted to the lightning corruscations of those 
opposed’ to the order than to the calm. irradiation 
which has shone from this quarter. ‘In 1816 the 
able Senator trom Massachusetts was pleased to say: 


“Thereare some political evils which are seen as soon as they 
are dangerous, and which alarm at once as well the people as 
the Government, Wars and invasions, therefore, are not al- 
ways the most certain destroyers of national prosperity. They 
come inno questionable shape. They announce their own ap» 

roach, and the general safety is preserved by the general alarm. 

ot so with the evils ofa dchased coin, a depreciated pat 
currency, or a depr d and falling public credit, Notso with 
the plausible aud insidious mischicts of a PAPER MONEY 
SYSTEM. These insinuate themselves in the shape of facili: 
ties, accommodation and relief. They hold out the most talla- 
cious hope ofan easier payment of debts, and a lighter burden 
of taxation, tis easy for a portion ofthe people to imagine 
that Government may properly continue to receive depreciated 
paper, because they have received it, and hecause it is more 
convenient to-obtain it than to obtain other paper, ox epecic. 
But on these subjects it is, thas Government ought to exercise 
its own peculiar wisdom and caution, It is supposed to pos- 
sess, on subjects of this nature, somewhat mere of foresight 
than has fallen to the lot of individuals. It is bound to fore- 
see the evil before every man feels it, and lo tak? all necessa- 
ry measures tO guard against tt, although they may be 
measures attended with some difficulty, and not without 
some teinporar Y inconvenience, “ot *  * ‘Phe only 
power which the Government possesses of restraiiing the is- 
sues of the State banks, is to refuse their notes in the receipes of 
the Treasury, Tois power it can exercise now, or at least can 
provide now for exercising itin reasonable time, because the 
currency. of some part of the country is yet sound, and the 
evil ís not yet universal. * ~ * ButT have expressed my 
belief. on more than one occasion, and I now repeat the opinion, 
that itis the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, on the return 
of peace, to have returned to the legal and proper mode of cot. 
lecting the revenue. * * * *. It canhardly be doubted that 
the influence of the Treasury could have effected all this. If 
not, it could have withdrawn the deposiies, and the countenance 
or Government, from institutions w hich, against all rule andall 
propricty, were holding great sums in Government stocks, and 
making enormous profits from the circulation of their own dis- 
honored paper. That which was most wanted was the desig- 
nation of a time for the corresponding operation of banks of 
different places. Zhis could have heen made by the head of 
the Treasury ù any body. or every body use, 
HO ee hea a to pros 
ication oy 


* 


tect its own rev 
pad and depreciated pay 

This speech is, in my oprnion, ample authority 
for nearly all that I have asserted, or wish to assert, 
on the present occasion. It expressly declares the 
insidious and dangerous nature of the paper sys- 
tem. It asserts both the power and the right of the 
Government to regulate the currency to a great ex- 
tent by the refusal at the Treasury of paper mo- 
ney. It enforces the duty of the Government 
to foresee evils, and take all necessary racasures to 
guard against them, before every man feels them. 
although stich measures may be atcended with some 
difficulty, and not without some temporary incon- 
venience. it also alleges that Government is sup- 
posed to have, on subjects of this nature, somewhat 
more of foresight than has fallen to the lot of indi- 
viduals. Thus supported I do not think £ can beve- 
ry far wrong in having made similiar assertions and 
dectarations. But tse framers of our excellent 
Constitution affixed freir signet to what seems al- 
most 2 dictate of nature herself, that the precious 
metals provided by her for that purpose are the 
most proper media for commercial exchanges. 
They expressly prohibited the States from making 
any thing but goid and silver a legal tender in the 
payment of debts, and the States themselves from 


Vi 


I there fizd that cash is ready . money; and - 


| action. 
been already found tco serious to be longer endured - 


spreading ‘the whole terra firma of the vation. The 
President of the United States has said that it may 
be accomplished through the fiscal operations of the 
Treasury without the aid of a national bank, and 
this Treasury order is one of the links in the chain 
of operations proposed; and is now before time is 
afforded to test its efficacy, ere six short months 
have rolled away, we are called upon to arrest its 
But gentlemen say its baneful eects have 


under the hope of future advantages; that it has 
already brought distress and ruin upon the country. 
How has it brought. distress and rain upon the 
country? By destroying public confidence, is one 
response. And would not any thing else which 
those who control the mammoth bank at Philadel- 
phia and their partisans choose to pronounce a dan- 


gerous experiment, destroy public confidence? I. 


ain certain, Mr. President, we shall never ses con- 
fidence stable in the money market of this country 
till that institution has ceased to struggle for an ex- 
istence authorized hy the Congress of the Unite 
States. But gentlemen say it produces. such a’ 
drain for specie that bank discouats are necessarily 
curtailed. This is precisely one of the, effects de- 
sired, and it is doubtless to the real interest of the 
country that it should continue to produce such ef- 
fects. But that it ought, in the nature of things, to 
have produced such effects in a very moderate de- 
gree is, I think, apparent from the very small quan- 
tity of specie (not exceeding $1,300,000, I under- 
stand,) Which has in fact been transported west- 
wardly. Other causes, much more adequate to 
produce this effect, have heen at work; other ab- 
stractions of specie, in much larger quantities, have 
taken place; and forty,millions of money thrown 
from its former channéls of regular trade, and held 
ina state of readiness to meet the provisions of the 
deposite act, seem to me far better reasons than the 
Treasury order for the pressure complained of. 
What do gentiemen say to the pressure in England? 
Ts that caused by the Treasury order? And has 
there ever been a pressure in England which has 
not borne heavily on the mercantile classes in this 
country? The Senator from New Jersey seems to 
think that in proportion to the increase of the num- 
ber of the deposite banks, a correspondent increase 
of discounts should have taken place. Why so, 
sir? Is the actual amount of the public revenue 
increased by the number of banks among which it 
may be disiribuied? And is not the amount of this 
fund the basis of the discounts hade upon it? Rut 
to sum up the whole upon this point, let if be con- 
ceded, for the sake of the argument, that all the al- 
leged inconveniences to the currency really e 

are they any thing more than the dust of the ba- 
lance to the evils which must have flowed from an 
unlimited encouragement to bank issues, necessa- 
rily following the indiscriwinale receipt of bank 
paper nominally redeemable in specie? Any gen 
Heman who will cast an unprejudiced eye over the 
relative condition of the deposite banks at the 
adoption of the Treasury order and the present 


time, will, Į think, perecive that there is great rea- , 


son to believe it has been the means of saving the 
whole paper system from shipwreck, and. conse- 
quently the whole country, which has unfortunately 
become so intimately Gonnected with it. He will 
find that either the specie has been increased or the 
circulation diminished in every instance, and in 
many both these contributions to strength have 
taken place. This is the foreseeing the evil before’ 
every man feels it, and taking the necessary mea- 
sures to guard against it, although they may be 
measures attended with some difficulty and net 
without some. temporary inconvenience, which the 
Senator from Massachusetts has pronounced to be 
the duty of a, Gevernment. 

But gentler iwihey allege that the Treasury 


H 


because it can not be effectually prevented; no et 
| fort is to'be made to impose on it a check. » Is this 
sound reasoning? Does it become Congress: to 
thwart the Executive in its attempts to..diminish 
this evil} Ought itnot rather by co-operation en- 
deavor to lessen the opportunities for the «alleged 
evasions? ay 
: Allow, me, in conchision, to suggest rémedies’for 
thetevils complained of under the Treasury, order; 
(supposing them to exist in all the magnitude çon- 
tended for on the other side;) remedies which in my 
humble judgment Congress is bound to apply upon 
other. considerations. than their mere effect upon ` 
the currency of the country. The remedies. to 
which T allude are confining. the sales of the pub- 
he lands to actual settlers, and reducing the revenue 
by customs to the actual wants of the Government. 
The public lands constitute for us in a triple Sense 
a vast fund of national wealth. They present. in 
the first place a wide field in which our multiply- 
ing population is to find space to spread itself out: 
and the very wideness of this field, according. to 
the observations of philosophers and political eco- 
nomists, increases the ratio in which this population 
will multiply. Our strength as a nation is there- 
fore daily increasing through their instrumentality, 
our human materiel (so to speak) for fleets and ar- 
mies becoming more abundant, and productive, la- 
bor more vast in its.amount. In’ the second place 
their products will furnish sustenance | to: all. this 
multiplying national power, and leave an excess to 
be exchanged for the valuable products of other 
climes and soils. Lastly, their fee simple interest.is 
convertible into money whenever required to, sup- 
ply the demands which may from time to time arise 
upon our Sreasury. These three useful and im- 
important objects can only be duly accomplished 
by confining the sales of the land to the wants of at- 
tual settlers. It is tue, by throwing them into the 
market alike fovihe actual.settier and the specula- 
tor, there will be a larger immediate influx of mo- 
ney into the Treasury. But does good policy call 
for such an influx? Is not your National Treasury 
so far from requiring such an influx, diseased: with 


* 


\ 


plethora? And have not gentlemen to telieve it, * 


“urged on by the necessity of the case, either real or 
supposed, voted at the last session of Congress for 
a law, acknowledged by all to be dangerous in pre- 
cedent, inexpedient as a general principle, and ap- 
proaching if not surpassing the very confines of the 
Constitution? The fear of national corruption, the 
ruin of so many prosperous States, a ruin which 
prosperous States have most reason to dread, has 
sanctified in the eyes cf many a sterling. patriot 
that measure called the deposite jaw, upon which he 
would have otherwise looked with horror and. dis- 
may. But in your public lands you may hold an 
uncounted treasure, without the apprehension ofany 
stich consequence. Your forest covered wilds, still 
in the possession of the deer and the buffalo, would 
He secure nti! your necessities called for their use 
nd unlike your gold and silver no eye would be 
fascinated by their glitter, no car seduced by. their 
musical ring. But when war or any other great 
national exigency calls for an extraordinary supply 
of treasure, here is a fund convertible by sale into 
cash, or the substantial security for a joan; they 
wonld be sufficient to repay without resorting: to 
tixation—a measure always odious to a free peo- 
ple. Your deposites with the States, if others ige 
nnobjectionabie, will never answer a similar pur- 
pose. The very seasons when the General Go- 
vernment shall find herself mest straitened,the States 
themselves will be laboring under a like pressure. 
Already you find many of them disposed:to treat 
the deposite asa , and what wik they say when, 
jn the unseasonable moment of national ealamity, 
itis demanded of them as a debt? Will you not 
l them, like the Staies.under the old confederacy, 


issuing bills of credit. In relation to the circulation order is oppressive to the purchasers of public refusing or neglecting the’ contribution of. their 
of the country it is altogether impossible for the || Jands. One of the avowed objects of the Treasury || quotas? ‘Chis will unquestionably be the case with 
General Government to occupy a neutral. stand. order is checking the speculations in the public many; while ethers, having honorably complied 
She must contribute to the width and depth of this || jaids. ‘Phat snch is its natural effect, seems to re || with their engagements, being more fortunate or 


ocean of paper money, as the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts has so properly termed it, or by her ac- 
tion dry up the streams continually pouring into it. 
Gentlemen on the other side agree to this, and tell 
us that the United States Bank is the only instru- 
ment she can successfully use to prevent its over- 


conceded on all sides; but that end, it is said, is 
defeated by evasion, and the burden falls chiefy 
on the bona fide purchasers That the land specula- 
tors sre by no means to be encouraged, and that 
the practice is 2 serious evil in our country, no one 
seems to deny; but the argument seems to be that, 


more willing than the rest, will begin fo. murmur 
jf their sister States’ are not compelled to de like- 
“wise; and thus- will these deposites become the suo- 
jects of dangerous discord at those very Seasons, 
when. union wil! be most necessary fo our safets, 
| and when bor for somesuch adverse incident, it 


ay 
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would be most certain to exist. Your public lands, 
“as your preserved treasure, have this additional ad- 
vantage, that they are daily incredsing in value; 
when you sell one portion, what remains is worth 
nearly as much as.the whole before that portion 
- was taken off. The expectation of such increase 
is doubtless the inducement with the speculator to- 
stretch forth his hand with monopolizing sweep 
over-all that you offer’ for sale. 
deposite with the States. It is a caput morluum, 
without any possibility of increase, and for the 
principal of which there is but faint hope of re- 
turn, while the very proposal to reclaim it, may 
rend your Union assuader. But justice and good 
faith require that your public lands should be so 
husbanded. ‘They were. either the voluntary dè- 
nations of the old States, avowedly for the first and 
the last objects in whicn I have spoken of them as 
a fund of national wealth, to wit: asa field for 
population, and a common stock, out of which the 
debts of the nation should be paid; or they have 
been acquired by the united blood and treasure of 
the whole nation, and ought therefore to be used for 
the generalgood. But if they are to be brought into 
market now, in unmeasured quantities, while the 
nation.is oppressed with money, we shall be acting 
like'the young profligate who disposes of his pater- 
nal domain, thathe may profusely scatter the pro- 
duct.to the winds, or that he may tempt the cupi- 
dity of sharpers. 
in the end find ourselves in the situation of King 
Lear; who, having divided his all among his chil- 
dren, and becoming dependent upon their benevo- 
lence, was left to perish in the helplessness of se- 
nility;or spurred on by our actual necessities, which 
will then have no other source of supply, like the 
fabled progenitor of the gods, the General Go- 
vermment will become the devourer of her own 
children, and the most glorious and extensive fa- 
mily circle this carth has ever witnessed be broken 
and -ceawoyed. I trust, however, that we shall 
‘be saved from the destinies both of Lear and of 
Saturn; and that, confining ourselves in the sales 
of public Jands to the actual wants of settlers, the 
payment for them in specie will either cease to be 
felt asa grievance, or become unnecessary for the 
security of the revenue; and a reduction of the tariff 
being connected with this measure, we shall be re- 
lieved from all the evils ofan overflowing ‘I'reasury. 
I have thus glanced at the various considera- 
' tions presenting themselves to my mind on this 
exciting and important question. Some of them 
apply-as well to the substitute as to the original 
resolutions, though with mitigated force. T have 
offérctt them. to the Senate with great. diffidence, 
conscious that I am in my mere noviciate in mat- 
ters of national legislation. In conclusion I would 
add, that those who have attempted to show the 
evils produced by the Treasury order, have failen 
very far short of proving the existence of those 
evils, or, at least, of connecting them with it as 
their cause; and some of them have, as I think, al- 
most abandoned the position as untenable. They 
“cannot, therefore, with any propriety, ask its re- 
cision upon the mere supposition that evils exist, 
and‘that the Treasury order is the cause. [ have 
listened attentively to this discussion with a sincere 
desire for instruction, and the result has been to 
rivet my approbation of the Executive course; and 
while:I shall vote for the amendment, as less ob- 
noxious, could with equal satisfaction have re- 
corded my direct negative upon the original reso- 
lutions. ; 


f REVOLUTIONARY. CLAIMS. 
REMARKS OF MR. MUHLENBERG, 


Or PENNSYLVANIA, 
In the House. of Representatives, Dee. 30, 1836—In, 


Committee of the Whole, when the case of the: 


heirs of Capt. Job Winston was under conside- 

ration. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG said: I had hoped, Mr. 
Chairman, that after the decision made at the last 
session of Congress, in the case of Nancy Hag- 
gard, we should have had no more trouble with 
bills .of the nature of the one now before you, but 
am disappointed. `> It was then decided, after argu- 


s ji embraced in two classes: 
Notso with your 


Pursuing this policy, we shall. 
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_ On-the cuse of the heirs of Job Winston—Mr. 


went, in the Committee of the Whole, and the de- 


cision was confirmed by an overwhelming majority . 


inthe Honse, that interest should be paid upon 
claims of this description. The question 3s, how- 
ever, again brought up, and I trust it will now be 
decided promptly and finally. i 

The great mass of revolutionary elaims may be 
Commutation cases and 
seven years’ half pay cases. With the permission of 
the committee I will say a word or two in explana- 
tion of each of these classes, and then submit a few 
remarks upon the propriety of paying them with in- 
terest, and make an attempt to show that the practice 
of the Government and the House, that justice, 
equity, and the common good, imperiously demand 
their settlement in that way. 

Commutation cases are founded upoh two sepa- 
rate resolves or laws of the: revolutionary Con- 
gress. The first was passed October 91, 1780, and 
gives half pay for life to all such officers of the con- 
tinental line of the army who should by the reorga- 
nization of the army, which was then ordered, be 
found supernumerary, and be reduced; and also to 
all who should continue in the service, in that line, 
to the enn of the war. The second resolve „was 
passed on the 22d of March, 1783, and commutes 


this half pay for life, by ellowing to all who were . 


entitled to it, in Hew thereof, five years’ full pay. 

With a knowledge of these resolutions of the re- 
volutionary Congress, there can be little or no dif- 
ficulty in determining who is entitled to commuta- 
tion. If it be clearly established by documentary, 
or other sufficient evidence, that an officer belonged 
to the continental line proper; that he served to the 
entire close of the war in November, 1783; or that 
he became a reduced officer after October, 1780, by 
the re-organization of the army ordered at that time, 
his claim to commutation pay must be considered 
asvalid. Several other reductions of the army were 
ordered and made subsequent to that of October, 
1780, and prior to the close of the war; and the offi- 
gers thereby reduced also became entitled to half 
pay for life, and the commutation thereof by five 
years? full pay. I trust the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, to which these cases are referred, 
report bills in favor of none but such as are strictly 
entitled to relief. They consider themselves as 
much bound to protect the interests of the Govern- 
ment as that of the claimants, and can never for- 
get that in doing justice to one, they must not be 
unjust to another. They are quite willing that 
their reports, in each individual case, shall be 
strictly scrutinized, well assured that they will bear 
the severest test. : 


The next class of cases are seven years’ half pay 
claims. These are founded tipon the resolve of 
August 24, 1780, which extends the resolution of 
May 15, 1778, granting half pay for seven years to 
military officers commissioned by Congress, serving 
to the end of the war, “ to the widows of those offi- 
cers who have died, or shall hereafter die, in the 
service, to commence from the time of such offi- 
cer’s death, and continue for the term of seven 
years; or if there be no widow, or in case of her 
death or intermarriage, the said half pay be given 
to the orphan children of the officer dying as afore- 
said, if he shall have left gny.” 

Here again it is only necessary to establish that 
an officer belonged to the continental line; was a 
military officer, commissioned by Congress; that he 
died in the service; that he lefta widow or orphan 
children, to give a well founded claim to the reward 
promised solemnly by the Government; going in 
the first place to the widow; and then, in case of 
death or intermarriage, to the children and their is- 
sue, and none else. 

It being, then, ascertained clearly that an officer 
of the continental line of the army of the revolution 
served to the entire close of the war, or.that he 
was reduced, and became a retiring officer under 
and after the resolves of October, 1780; or that he 
died.in the service prior or subsequent to the resc- 
lutions of May, 1778, or August, 1780, leaving a 
widow or orphan. children. These circumstances 
being established, there can be no doubi that he or 
his heirs, asthe case may he, become entitled to 
that remuneration, to the payment.of which the 
faith of the Government was pledged. ` < 

The question remains, are these claims to be paid‘ 


Muhlenberg. 
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with interest or not?’ To determine this question, 
it appears to me only necessary to refer to the oti- 
ginal mode of payment; tothe practice of the Go- 
vernment before and during the suspension of the 
limitation acts; to the opinion of the Attorney Ge- 
neral at a time when there was no excitement on 
the subject; to the invariable practice of this House, 
and to the justice and expediency of the thing 
itself. ` . we 

How were these claims originally satisfied? Con- 
gress was well aware at the time the ‘promise ‘of 
payment was made, that it had no funds to satisfy ` 
them; that payment could not be made in money 
that was specie, and therefore, in promising five 
years’s full pay in lieu of half pay for life, by its 
yesolution of March 22, 1783, made this reserva- 
tion, “in money, or securities on interest at six per- 
cent. per annum, as Congress shall find most con- 
venient.” No one is so ignorant as not to know 
that money was not paid; that Congress adopted 
the alternative; that commutation certificates, as 
they were called, were issued to the applicants for 
the five years’ full pay, bearing an interest of six 
per cent. per annum. 

This was the practice of the Government at the 
close of the war, and beforethe passage of the limi- 
tation acts. ‘These were, however, several times 
suspended for short periods, and then these claims 
were again paid, in the same manner, with interest 
from thetermination of theservice. I referyouto a 
communication on the subject, froin the Secretary 
of the Treasury, laid upon our tables during the last 
session of Congress. Itis Document 224. What 
are we told in this communication? ‘all certificates 
of public debt, issued by the Register of the Trea- 
swry, by the Commissioner of Army Accounts, 
and by the Commissioners for settling the accounts 
of individuals in the several States; and inthe Quar- 
tormaster’s, Commissary’s, Marine and Clothing 
departments for services rendered, or supplies fur- 
nished, during the war of the revolution, or in ful- 
filment of promises contained in any ordinance or 
resolution of the old Congress, were on interest at 
six per cent per annum from the termination of the 
service, or from the time the supplies were furnish- 
ed.” Can any thing be more.clear and conclusive 
in regard to the practiceof theGovernment? None 
other could be adopted, because it was directed by 
an ordinance of Congress, adopted soon after the 
close of the war, June 3, 1784, in these words: “Re- 
solved, That an interest of six per cent per annum 
shall be allowed to allcreditors of the United States 
for supplies furnished, or services done, from the 
time that the payment became due.” : 

As a further proof that these claims were adjust- 
ed by the Government with an allowance of inter- 
est, 1 will also refer you to an opinion given by the 
Attorney General (R. Rush,) in 1816, when there 
was little or no excitément on the subject, and 
which clearly shows that, in his view of things, in- 
terest ought to be paid in every case, even where these 
were special acts of relief without an express proviso 
for its payment. The opinion I allude to iscontained 
in Document No. 224 of the last.session. It is in 
these words: “The following case, stated by the 
Auditor, is submitted by the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to the Attorney General for his opinion: 

“Alexander Hamilton was a Lieut. Colonel in 
the army of the revolutionary war,’ but was under- 
stood to have retired from service towards the close 
of the year 1781, and in the month of November, 
1782, took his seat in Congress as a member from 
the State of New York. : 

“Does the act for the relief of Elizabeth Hamil- 
ton, widow of Alexander Hamilton, passed on the 
29th of April, 1816, place her on an equal footing 
with the officers entitled to commutation under the 
resolution of Congress of March, 1783; or in other 
words, does the spirit and true meaning of the said 
act, require that interest be allowed on the five years, 
full pay therein granted? j 

“T think it does. I am given- to understand that 
it has not been the practice in the accounting ofi- 
cers of the Treasury Department to allow interest 
upon an account directed. to be settled or paid by 
an act of Congress, unless there be in the act itself 
special words ‘to that effect. - This rule, taken as a 


| general one, it.isnot my part tocontrovert, nor is it 


supposed.that.the above opinion will imply any 
contradiction. i 
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“I ground it on the peculiar words of the act of 
April 29, 1816,which, taken in connection with the re- 
solution of March 22; 1783, appears to.me, in fullcon- 
sideration, to enforce the construction that it was 
the intention of Congress not merely to make an 
independent grant to Elizabeth Hamilton, but to 
place her upon a footing of equal advantage, in all 
respects, with the officers entitled to commutation 
under that resolution. “The consequence will be 
that, as was the case with the officers themselves, 
(none of whom, it is believed, received the amount 
in money,) she too will be entitled -to interest at 
six per cent. the rate specified in the resolution.— 
Richard Rush, 4. G.” 

The Attorney General, Mr. Chairman, was cor- 
rect; and those who informed him that it was not 
“the practice of the accounting officers of the Trea- 
sury Department to allow interest upon an account 
directed to be settled or paid by an act of Congress, 
unless there be, in the act- itself, special words to 
that effect,” were in error as far at least as regards 
seven years’ half pay and commutation cases. I 
will turn to a single act in confirmation of the 
assertion; itis the act of March 27, 1792, entitled 
“An act for the relief of certain widows, orphans, 
invalids and other persons.” The first section 
directs that the Comptroller of the Treasury ‘“ad- 
just the claims of the widows and’ orphans respec- 
tively, as the case may be, of cight officers named, 
all of whom were killed or died in the service of 
United States, for the seven years’ half pay stipula- 
ted by the resolve of Congress of the 24th day of 
August, 1786, and that the Register of the Treasu- 
ry do issue his certificates accordingly.” The 
fourth section requires the Comptroller to “adjust 
the accounts of Joseph Pannel, a lieutenant colo- 
nelin the service of the United States, ag a deranged 
officer, upon the principles of the act of the late 
Congress of October, 1780, and allow him the usual 
commutation of the half pay for life of a lieu- 
tenant colonel;” also to “adjust the account of 
Thomas McIntire, a Captain in the service of the 
United States during the late war, and to allow 
him the usual commutation of the half pay for life 
of a captain; and that the said Register grant cer- 
tificates for the amount accordingly.” Here are 
seven years’ half pay cases; the commutation case 
of an Officer deranged, by the reorganization of the 
army under the resolves of October, 1789; and the 
commutation case of an officer serving to the close 
of the war, provided for. There is no where in 
the act a clause directing interest to be paid. 
There are no “special words to that effect in the 
act itself” and yet I have before me a letter from 
the Register of the Treasury, stating that they were 
all paid with six percent. interest—the seven years’ 
half pay as well as the commutation cases. It is 
a fact which cannot be denied, and the Register of 
the Treasury will satisfy any one upon this head, 
that the claims which were presented under the 
acts of March 23, and 27, 1792, and February 12, 
1793, suspending the statutes of limitation as to the 
claims of widows and orpans, and claims of per- 
sonal services of officers, &c. were ail paid, when 
admitted, at the Treasury with interest. 

Thus much for the practice of the Government 
before and during the suspension of the limitation 
acts; and what has been the practice of this House 
since difficulties were raised at the departments. I 
will at this time barely reassert what T have shown 
at large upon a former occasion, that for the last 
six or eight years it has been the invariable prac- 
tice, of this House at least, to grant interest on 
these claims; and that, constituted as the House is, 
appears to me a strong proof that its justice and 
equity is deeply felt. I recollect a large number of 
cases in the Twenty-second Congress, and some in 
the Twenty-third, which I will not again name, 
teast I should exhaust the patience of the commit- 
tee. To my knowledge, and I have some little ex- 
perience, having been here for eight years, no bill 
ever passed this House originally without having 
the interest clause attached to it. In some few in- 
stances, I admit, it was overlooked; but bills were 
afterwards passed providing specially for the inte- 
rest where the principal had been allowed by a for- 
mer act. Such was the case in relation to Price, 
Slaughter, and Colonel Harrison’s heirs. Tn the 
case of the heirs of Brownlee, and also of Wilson, 
claims for seven years’ half pay, the bills had 
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been reported without interest; they were amended 


by adding the interest, and they passed as amended 


in February, 1833. I cannot be mistaken, having, 
in the one case at least, moved the amendment my- 
self. Shall we depart from the precedent now? 
What would be the consequence? Would we, as 
we should, be dealing out the same measure of jus- 


tice to all in a like situation?. Certainly not. One 


claimant would reccive a thousand dollars, and 
another, in all respects similarly situated, would 
not receive more than half that amount. Would 
not this justly give rise to complaints? Would it 
not be a reflection upon the judgment and justiee of 
the House? It is true the other branch of Con- 
gress has, ‘in the two last sessions, returned our 
bills with the interest clause stricken out, and they 
were at the close of those sessions passed in that 
shape here. It was, however, understood to- be 
without prejudice to the rights of the parties. 
Their wants being pressing, they thought “half a 
loaf better than none,” and agreed to leave the 
allowance of interest to the future decision of the 
House. Here it must be decided, and I trust the 
principle established by the precédent will not be 
abandoned. : 

The only plausible reason I have yet heard for 
a refusal of interest, is the delay which has so of- 
ten occurred in presenting theclaim. In most cases 
this delay is, however, easily accounted for. We 
all know that military men naturally and almost 
necessarily acquire careless habits in regard to their 
money affairs: I mean military men actively em- 
ployed as were those of the revolutionary war. 
This was peculiarly and notoriously the case with 
the chivalry of the army, the gallant southern of- 
ficers, and from the south come nearly all these 
claims. 

Besides, there was not much to be gained by ap- 
plying.for commutation certificates prior to the time 
when the limitation acis took effect. When re- 
ceived they were worth scarcely more than sixpence 
in the dollar; never more, I"belicve, than two and 
sixpence in the pound, and were looked upon as no 
better than rags. The poor soldier too often dis- 
posed of his certificate for the bounty of eighty dol- 
lars, to which he was entitled at the close of the 
war, for the merest trifle, in which he rejoiced for a 
single hour; and more still, your Government 
seemed anxious to defraud them even out of these 
miserable rags. As early as March, 1785, (scarcely 
eighteen months after the close of the war,) an act 
was passed, barring all such claims as should not be 
presented within twelve months after that date. In 
July, 1787, a further period of cight months was al- 
lowed. How could ciaims of this description, scat- 
tered throughout the whole of an extensive and new 
country, in many instances in the hands of widows 
and minor children, who had none to care for 
them, be expected to be presented in such a time? 
Who would calculate upon it, particularly when 
they were considered as of little or no value? 

These claims became valuable only after the 
funding act of Angust, 1799. After this, there was, 
strictly speaking, but one other suspension of the 
statutes of limitation in the year 1792, and that for 
but a short period. After this, (to the disgrace of 
the Government it must be said,) in nine cases out 
of ten, these-claims were refused even a considera- 
tion, completely thrown out, by pleading the limita- 
tion acts. Ihave had occasion to look over many 
of the old reporis made after that period, and find 
such to have been almost invariably the case. Yes, 
sir; when the broken-down veteran, who had de- 
stroyed his health and his fortune for his country’s 
good; when his destitute widow, when his hapless 
orphans, knocked at your doors, and asked for the 
redemption of your solemn pledges, for the payment 
of their just dues, you threw them back their peti- 
tions, endorsed “ barred by the statute of limita- 
tion.” You refuse a reasonable time for the pre- 
sentment of claims; and when they are brought, you 
tell the claimant you cannot even consider it, not 
because it is not just, but because you did not come 
in time. Call you this justice? Is this equitable? 
Is this right? 

It is true the poverty of the Government was, 
and may be, pleaded in excuse. But can it be 

leaded: at this time? Are you not burdened with 
an enormous surplus of revenue—a_ surplus. so 
great, that you scarcely know how to dispose of it, 


and about which you’ àre ‘continually expres 


your fears that it will corrupt your people, degrade : 


your States, and undermine the very foundation: of 
your free institutions? Will you not now, then,‘do 

justice to those pure and patriotic men who perilled 

their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor 

for your good? Will you-still remain déaf to the 

call of the impoverished descendants of those to 

whose privations, toil, and blood, you are indebted. 

for all the glorious privileges, and all the tunequal- 

led prosperity you now enjoy? God Almighty’s sun 

will’ never shine at any period, orin any land, 

upon another such a generation as were our fathers 
of the revolution, both-in the cabinet'and field. 

They have done all for us with sacrifices uneqhal- 

led any where; and shall we do nothing for them, 

and for those who must have been dear to them 

as self, and whose good was jeoparded -for the 

common weal? 


Yes, sir, look at that splendid drapery around | 


your chair; behold that inimitable work of the ar- 
tist’s chisel before you, examine these massive and 
noble pillars, those splendid paintings, these conve- 
wient desks, the elegant carpeting under your feet; 
take a view of this whole splendid Capitol, the 
noble grounds with which it is surrounded, the: su- 
perior flagging laid in every direction that you may 
not moisten your delicate feet; think of all the glo- 
rious privileges, civil and religious, which you en- 
joy; of the wnexampled prosperity which crowns 
every portion of your land, and every commercial, 
manufacturing, and agricultural pursuit of its citi- > 
zens, and then tell me to whom you owe all’ this. 


Has it not been purchased by the perils and sacri- . 


fices, by the privations and blood of our glorious 
fathers of the revolution? Shall those who bore 
the heat and burden of the day, and their imme- 
diate @ecendants, not have justice, at least at your 
hands? Shall the solemn pledges made them not 


be redeemed? Shall they be defeated by pleading . 


limitation acts? I trust not. 

I do not wish, Mr. Chairman, to address myself 
to the feelings of gentiemen; I do not wish to enlist 
their passions, or I might say more. T wish aver- 
dict in favor of the officers of the revolution and 
their decendants from their sound sense and delibë- 
berate judgment only. They ask no favors. They 
ask for justice and justice alone. Satisfy them thus 
far, and let not the world say: Republics are always 
ungrateful and always unjust. The very nature 
of the case demands, this "and the common good. 
Or would it be just to refuse a claim, founded upon 
a solemn pledge of the Government, purchased in 
most cases by the life and blood of a citizen, 
yielded in the service of the country, yielded 
to attain the glorious independence, the. high 
priveleges, the distinguished blessings; we now en- 
joy. Would it be just, would it be equitable, would 
it be creditable, to refuse redeeming a pledge given 
under circumstances like these? Or do we value a 
little contemptible pelf, more than the precious 
blood of patriotic citizens? f : 

But, sir, not only justice and equity demands’a 
Settlement of these claims, upon the mest liberal 
principles, with interest, I mean, but also the com- 
mon good. We are now enjoying the blessings of 
peace, but we cannot expect to enjoy them always. 
‘War will again come, be it sooner or later. If 
you refuse to redeem the pledges you gave your 
soldiers; the pledge, particularly, to take of their 
widows and orphans, in case they should fall fight- 
ing your battles, how can you expect men to enter 
your service hereafter? f 

The best soldiers, the bravest defenders of. their 
country, are undoubtedly those who are. most 
attached to their homesteads, to their wives, and 
their children: If you rob them of the hope that 
their wives and little ones are to be provided for— 
if you lead them to believe that your solemn 
pledges in this respect are not to be redeemed, how 
dare you expect them cheerfully to lead the forlorn 
hope, manfully. to` mount the breach, gallantly to 
storm the battery, in the very face of death and 
destruction? : 

I have but one more word to say. It is not the 
bill itself now before you, but the principle in- 
yolved in it, which is important. It is because it 
must decide the fate of many others, that itis con- 
tested. Against this particular bill there seems. to. 
be but slight objections. If I distiactly heard the 
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` Senate. 


. gentleman from Vermont, (Mr. Alleh,) he thought 
the evidence notof the Strongest character. Sir, you 
have the certificate of officers of the army as to the 
necessary service of officers engaged in the same 
contest; you have the deposition of a most worthy 


citizen living at that period;. you have. the records | 


of: the State of Virginia, that he received land 
bounty for services. from 1776 to. February 13, 
1781;..you have his pay certificate from the-same 
State, for services from 1776 to February 23, 1781; 
the ‘very period when the Virginia continental line 
Was re-organized, under the resolutions of October, 
1780; at Chesterfield, by a board of officers con- 


‘vened for that special purpose; the Baron Steuben ` 


‘presiding. Admitting that he was deranged at that 
period, the very circumstance entitles his heirs to 
commutation. That he was afterwards. found 
serving at.the siege of York in the fall of that 
year, should not weaken, but strengthen his claim. 
Then all the chivalry of Virginia, and every officer 
wh» had seen service, took the field, and crowded 
around the banner raised for liberty and our coun- 

_ iy... Sir, it is a/plain case, and I will lose no more 
words, upon it. All I desire and ask, is a 
prompt and final decision: a decision just in itself, 
honorable to this House, and tending to secure the 
common good. 7 . 


SPEECH OF MR. BUCHANAN, 
Or PENNSYLVANIA; 5 
‘In the Senate of the United States, Monday, Janiary 
` 16; 1837—Upon the resolution offered by Col. 

Benton of Missouri, to expunge from the Jour- 

` nals of the Senate, the resolution of the 28th day 
` of March, 1834, condemning President JACKSON, 
by drawing black lincs around the same, and 
writing across the face thereof, the words “ Ex- 
PUNGED.BY ARDER ov vHE SENATE, TIIS -—— pay 
OF m———— IN THE YEAR OF OUR Lorn 1837.” 
After Mr. Cray had resumed his seat, Mr. 
Bucnanan rose and spoke as follows: 
Mr. Presmunt: After the able and eloquent dis- 
play of the Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Clay,) 
who has just resumed his seat, after having so long 
enchained the attention of his audience, it might be 
-the dictate of prudence for me to remain silent. 
But I feel too deeply my responsibility as an Ame- 
rican, Senator, not to make the attempt to place 
hefore the Senate and the country the reasons wh ich, 
in.my opinion, will justity the vote which F intend 
.to:give this day. ' 
A more grave and solemn question. has rarel yy 
if'ever, been subiniticd to the Senate of the United 
States, than the one now under discussion. This 
Senate is now called upon to review its own deci- 
sion, to rejudge its own justice, and to annihilate 
its: own sentence, deliberately pronounced against 
the. co-ordinate Executive branch of this Clovern- 
ment. On the 28th of March, 1834, the American 
Senate, in the face of the American people, in the 
face of the whole world, by a solemn resolution, 
pronounced the President of the United States to be 
a violator of the Constitution of his country—of 
that. Constitution which he had solemnly sworn “to 
preserve, protect, and defend.” Whether we con- 
“sider. the exalted character of the tribunal which 
pronounced this condemnation, or the illustrious 
object against. which it was directed, we onght.to 
feel deeply. impressed with the high and lasting 
importance of- the -present proceeding.. It is in 
fact, if not in farm, the’ trial of the Senate, for 
having unjustly. and unconstitutionally tried and 
condemned the President; and their accusers are 
the American people. In this cause I am one of 
the judges. Jn some respects, it is a painful posi- 
tion for me to occupy: Its -vain, however, to 
express unavailing regrets. IT mus, and ‘shall, 
firmly and sternly, do my duty; although in the 
performance of it I may wound the feclings of 
gentlemen whom I respect and esteem. 1 -shall 
proceed no farther, than the oceasion demands; and 
will, therefore, justify. 

Who was the President of the United States, 
against whom: this sentence has been pronounced? 

` Andrew. Jackson—a name which every American 
nother, after. the party strife which agitates us for 
“the present moment. shall: have passed away, will, 


during all the generations which this Republic is 
destined to endure, teach her infant to lisp with 
that of the venerated name of Washington. The 
one was the founder, the other the preserver, of the 
< liberties of his country. da 

If President Jackson has been guilty of violating 
the Constitution of the United States, let impartial 
justice take its course. I admit that it is no justifi- 
cation for such a crime, that his long life has been 
more distinguished by acts of disinterested patriot- 
ism than that of any American citizen now living 
It is no justification that the honesty of his heart and 
the purity of his intentions have become proverbial, 
even amongst his political enemies. It is no justi- 
fication that in the hour of danger, and in the day 
of battle, he has been his. country’s shield. If he 
has been guilty, let his name be “ damned to ever- 
lasting fame,” with those of Cæsar and of Napo- 
leon. 

Tf, on the other hand, he is pure and immaculate 
from the charge, let us be swift to do him justice, and 
to blot out the foul stigma which the Senate have 
placed upon his character. If we are not, he may 
go down to the grave in doubt as to what may be the 
final judgment of his country. In any event, he 
must soon retire to the shades of private life. Shall 
we, then, suffer his official term to expire, without 
first doing him justice? It may be said of me, as it 
has already been ‘said of other Senators, that I am 
one of the gross adulators of the President. But, 
sir, I have never said thus much of him whilst he 
was. in the meridian of his power. Now that his 
political sun is nearly set, I feel myself at liberty to 
pour forth my grateful feelings, as an American 
citizen, toa man who has done so much for his 
country. Ihave never, for myself, either directly 
or indirectly, solicited office at his hands; and my 
character must greatly change, if I should ever do 
so from any of his successors. IfI should bestow 
upon him the meed of my poor praise, it springs 
from an impulse far different from that which has 
been attributed to the majority on this floor. I speak 
as an independent freeman and American Senator; 
and I feel proud now to have the Opportunity of 
raising my voice in his defence. 

On the 28th day of March, 1834, the Senate of 
the United States resolved, “that the President, in the 
late Executive proceedings, in relation to the public 
revenue, has assumed upon himself authority and 
power not conferred by the Constitution and laws, 
but in derogation of both.” 

In discussing this subject, T shall undertake to 
prove, first, that this resolution is unjust; secondly, 
that it is unconstitutional; and in the last place, that 
it ought to be expunged from our journals, in the 
manner proposed by the Senator from Missouri, 
(Mr. Benton.) 

First, then, it is unjust.’ On this branch of the 
subject T had intended to confine myself to a bare 
expression of my own decided opinion. . This point 
has been so often and so ably discussed, that it is 
impossible for me to cast any new light upon it. 
But as it is my intention to follow the footsteps of 
the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Clay,) wherever 
they may lead, I must again tread the ground which 
has been so often trodden. As the Senator, how- 
ever, has confined himself to a mere passing re- 
ference to the topics which this heed presents, I 
shall, in this particular, follow his example. 


Although the resolution condemning the Presi- 
dent is vague and general in its terms, yet we all 
know that it was founded upon his removal of the 
public deposites from the Bankof the United States. 
The Senator from Kentucky has contended that this 
act was a violation of Jaw. And why? Becanse, 
says he, it is well known that the public money 
was secure in that institution; and by its charter 
the public deposites could not be removed from it, 
unless under a just apprehension ‘that they were in 
danger, Now, sir, I admit that if the President 
had no right to remove these deposites, except for 
the sole reason that their safety was in danger, the 
Senator has established his position. But what is 
the fact? Was the Government thus restricted by 
the terms of the bank charter? Į answer, no. Such 
“a limitation is no ‘where to be found in it. Let me 
read the.sixteenth section, which is the only one re- 
lating ‘to the subject. Tt enacts, “that the ‘deposites 
of the money of the- United States, in places in 


which the said bank and branches thereof may be 
established, shall be made in said bank or branches 
thereof, unless the Secretary of the Treasury shall at 
any time otherwise order and direct; in which case 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall immediately lay 
before Congress, if in session,.and, if not, immedi- 
ately after the commencement of the next session, 
the reasons of such order or direction.” 

Is not the authority thus conferred upon the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury as broad and as ample as 
the English language will admit? Where is ‘the li- 
mitation, where the restriction? One might. have 
supposed from the argument of the Senator from 
Kentucky, that the charier restricted the Secretary 
of the Treasury from removing the deposites, un- 
less he believed them to be insecure-in the Bank of 
the United States; but the language of the law it- 
self completely refutes his argument. They were 
to remain. in the Bank of the United: States, “un- 
less the Secretary of the Treasury shall al any time 
otherwise order and direct.” i 

The sole limitation upon the discretion of that 
officer was his immediate and direct responsibility 
to Congress. To us he was bound to render his 
reasons for removing the deposites. We, and we 
alone, are constituted the judges as to the sufficien- 
cy of these reasons. 

It would be an easy task, to prove that the au- 
thors of the bank charter acted wisely in not limit- 
ing the discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury 
over the deposites to the’single case of their appre- 
hended insecurity, We ‘may imagine many other 
reasons which would have rendered their removal 
both wise and expedient. But I forbear; especi- 
cially as the case ‘now before the Senate presents 
as striking an illustration of this, proposition as I 
could possibly imagine. Upon what principle, 
then, do I justify the removal of the deposites? 

The Bank of the United States had determined 
to apply tor a xecharter at the session of Congress 
immediately preceding the last Presidential elec- 
tion. Preparatory to this application, and whilst 
it was pending, in the short Space of sixteen months, 
it had increased its loans more than $28,000,000. 
They rose from forty-two millions to seventy millions 
between the last of December, 1830, and the. first 
of May, 1832. ‘Whilst this boasted regulator of 
the currency was thus expanding its discounts, all 
the local banks followed the example. The im- 
pulse of self-interest urged them ‘to pursue this 
course. A delusive prosperity’ was. thus spread 
over the land. Money, every where, became plen- 
ty. The bank-was regarded. as the beneficent pa- 
rent, who was pouring her money out into the laps 
-of her children. She thought herself wise and 
provident in thus rendering herself popular, The 
recharter passed both Houses of Congress by tri- 
umphant majorities. But then came “the frosi, 
the killing frost.” It was not so easy to propitiate 
‘the Old Roman.” Although he well knew the 
power and influence which the bank could exert 
against him at the then approaching Presidential 
election, he cast such considerations to the winds, 
He vetoed the bill, and in the most solemn manner 
placed himself for trial upon this question before 
the American people. 

From that moment the faith of many of his for- 
mer friends began to grow cold. The bank openh}y 
took the field against his re-election. It expended 
large sums in subsidizing editors, and in circulating 
pamphlets, and papers, and Speeches, throughout 
the Union, calculated to inflame the public mind 
against the President. I merely glance at these 
things. ms 

Let us pause for a single moment to consider the 
consequences of such conduct. What right had 
the bank, as a corporation, to enter the arena of 
politics for the purpose of defending itself, and at- 
tacking the President?. Whilst I freely admit that 
each individual stockholder possessed the same 
rights, in this respect, as every other American 
citizen, T pray you to consider what a dangerous pre- 
cedent the bank has thus established. Onr banks 
now number nearly a thousand, and our other char- 
tered institutions are almost innumerable. If ‘all 
these corporations are to be justified in using their 
corporate funds for the purpose of influencing elec- 
tions; of elevating their political friends, and crush- 
-ing their political foes, our condition is truly de~ 
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plorable. W 
a new, a dangerous, and an alarming power, the 
effects of which no’ man can anticipate.. Watch- 
ful jealousy is the price which a free people must 
ever pay for their liberties; and this jealousy should 
be Argus-eyed in watching the political movements 
of corporations. E 

After the bank had been defeated in the- Presi- 
dential election, it adopted, a new course of policy. 
What it had been únable to accomplish by making 
money plenty, it determined it would wrest from 
the sufferings of the people by making money 
scarce. Pressure and panic then became its wea- 
pons; and with these it was determined, if possible, 
to extort a recharter from the American people. It 
commenced this warfare upon the interests of the 
country about the first of August, 1833. In two 
short months it decreased its loans more than four 
millions of dollars, whilst the deposites of the Go- 
mernment with it had increased, during the same 
period, two millions anda quarter. I speak -in 
round numbers. It was then in the act of reducing 
its discounts at the rate of two millions of dollars 
per month. 

The State banks had expanded their loans with 
the former expansion of the Bank of the United 
States. It now became necessary to contract them. 
The severest pressure began to be felt every where. 
Had the Bank of the United States been permitted 
a short time longer to proceed in this course, forti- 
fied as it was with the millions of the Government 
which it held on deposite, a scene of almost univer- 
sal bankruptcy and insolvency must have been pre- 
sented in our commercial cities. It thus became 
absolutely necessary for the President either to de- 
prive the bank of the public deposites, as the only 
means of protecting the State banks, and through 
them the people, from these impending evils, or 
calmly to look on and.sce it spreading ruin through- 
out the land. It was necessary for him to adopt this 
policy for the purpose of preventing a universal de- 
rangement of the currency, a general sacrifice of 
property, and, as an inevitable consequence, the re- 
charter of this institution. 

By the removal of the deposites he struck a blow 


against the bank from which it has never since re- 
covered. ‘This was the club of Hercules with which 
he slew the hydra. This was the master stroke by 
which he prostrated what a large majority of the 
American people believe to have been a corrupt and 
a corrupting institution. For this he is not only 
justified, but deserves the eternal gratitude of his 
country. For this the Senate have condemned hira; 
but.the people of the United States have hailed him 
as a deliverer. 

It has been said by the Senator from Kentucky, 
that the President, by removing the deposites from 
the Bank of theUnited States, united im his own 
hands the power of the purse of the nation with 
that of the sword. I think it is not difficult to an- 
swer this argument. What was to become of the 
public money, in case it had been removed from the 
Bank of the United States, under its charter, for the 
cause which the Senator himself deems justifiable. 
Why,sir,it would then have been immediately remit- 
ted to the guardianship of those laws under which it 
had been protected before the Bank of the United 
States was called into existence. Such was the 
present case. In regard to this point, no matter 
whether the cause of removal were sufficient or 
not, the moment the deposites were actually re- 
moved they became subject to the pre-existing laws, 
and not to the arbitrary will of the President. 

The Senator from Kentucky has contended that 
the President violated the Constitution and the laws, 
by dismissing Mr. Duane from. office because he 
would not remove the deposites; and by appointing 
Mr. Taney to accomplish this purpos T shal] not 
discuss at any length the power of removal.. It is 
now too late in the day to question it. That the Ex- 
ecutive possesses this power was decided by the first 
Congress. It has often since been. discussed and 
decided in the same manner, and it has been exer- 
cised by every President of the United States. The 
President is bound by the Constitution to “take care 
that the laws be faithfully executed.” If he cannot 
remove his executive officers, it is impossible that 
he can perform this duty. _Every inferior officer 
might set up for himself; might Violate the laws of 
the country, and put him at defiance, whilst he 


We shall thus introduce into the State - 


would remain perfectly powerless. He could not 
arrest their career. A foreign minister might be be- 
traying and disgracing the nation abroad, without 
any power to recall him until the next meeting of 
the Senate. This construction.of the Constitution 
| involves so many dangers and so many absurdities, 
that it could not be maintained for a moment, even 
if there had not been a constant practice against it 
of almost half a century. 

But it is contended by the Senator that the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury is a sort of independent 
power in the State, and is released from the con- 
trol of the Executive. And why? Simply because 
he is directed by law to make his annual report to 
Congress and not to the President. If this position 
be correct, then it necessarily follows that the Ex- 
ecutive is released from the obligation of taking 
care that the numerous and important acts of Con- 
gress regulating the fiscal concerns of the country 
shall be faithfully executed. The Secretary of the 
Treasury is thus made independent of his control. 
‘What would be the position of this officer under 
such a construction of the Constitution and laws, it 
would be very difficult to decide. “And this won- 
derful transformation of his character has arisen 
from the mere circumstance that Congress have by 
law directed him to make an annual report to them! 
No, sir: the Executive is responsible to Congress 
for the faithful execution of all the laws; and if the 
present or any other President should prove faith- 
less to his high trust, the present Senate, nothwith- 
standing all which has been said, would be as ready 
as their predecessors to inflict condign punishment 
upon him, in the mode pointed out by the Constitu- 
tion. 

I have now arrived at the great question of the 
| constitutional power of thc Senate to adopt the re- 
solution of March, 1834. It is my firm conviction 
that the Senate possesses no such power: and it is 
now my purpose to establish this position.” The 
decision on this point must depend upon a true an- 
swer to the question, Does this resolution contain 
any impeachable charge against the President? If 
it does, I trust I shall demonstrate that the Senate 
violated its constitutional duty in proceeding to 
condemn him in this manner. I shall again read 
the resolution: f , 

“Resolved, That the President, in the late Execu- 
tive proceedings in relation to the public revenue, has 
assumed upon himself authority and power not con- 
ferred by the Constitution and laws, but in deroga- 
tion of both.” 

"This language is brief and comprehensive. I 
comes at once to the point. It bears a striking im- 
press of the character of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky. Does it charge an impeachable offence 
against the President? 

The fourth section of the second article of the 
Constitution declares that ‘‘the President, Vice Presi- 
dent, and all civil officers of the United States, shall 
be removed from office on impeachment for, and 
conviction of, treason, bribery, or other high crimes 
and misdemeanors.” 

It has been contended that this condemnatory 
resolution contains no impeachable offence, be- 
cause it charges no criminal intention against the 
President: and I admit that it does not attribute to 
him any corruptmotive in express words. Is this suf- 
ficient to convince the judgment of any impartial 
man that none such was intended? Let us, for a 
few moments, examine this proposition. If it be 
well founded, the Senate may for ever hereafter 
usurp the power of trying, condemning, and de- 
stroying any officer of the Government, without 
affording him the slightest opportunity of being 
heard in his defence. They may thus abuse their 
power, and prostrate any object of their vengeance. 
It seems we have now made the discovery, that the 
Senate are authorized to exert this tremendous 
power—that they may thus assume to themselves 
thé-office both of accuser and of judge, provided 
the indictment contains no express allegation of a 
criminal intention. The President, or any officer 
of the Government, may be denounced by the Se- 
nate as a Violator of the Constitution of his coun- 
try,—as derelict in the peformance of his public 
duties, provided there be no express imputation of 
an improper motive. The characters of men whose 
reputation is dearer to them than their lives may 
thus be destroyed. ‘They may be held up to public 
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execration by the omission of a few formal words. 
The condemnation of the Senate carries with ‘it 
such a moral power, that perhaps there is no - 
man in the United States, except. ANDREW 
Jackson, who could have resisted its foree. No, 
sir: such an argument can never command convic- 
ion. That which we have no power to do direct- 
ly, we can never accomplish by: indirect means. 
We cannot by resolution convict a man of an im- 
peachable offence, merely because we may omit 
the formal words of an impeachment. We must, 
regard the substance of things, and not the mere 
form. a , ; : 
But again. Although a. criminal intention: “be 
not charged, in so many words, by this resolution, 
yet its language, even without the attendant cir- 
cumstances, clearly conveys this meaning. The Í 
President is charged with having “assumed upon 
himself authority and power not conferred by the 
Constitution and laws, bnt in derogation of both.” 
“ Assumed upon himself.” ‘What is the plain pal- 
pable meaning of this phrase connected with what 
precedes and follows? Is it not “to arrogate,” 
“to claim or seize unjustly.” . These ate two of 
the first meanings of the word assume, according 
To assume upon oneself, is 
a mode of expression which is rarely taken`in a 
good sense. As it is used here, Lask if any man 
of piain common understanding, after reading this 
resolution, would ever arrive at the conclusion that 
any Senator voted for it under the impression that 
the President was innocent of any improper inten- 
tion, and that he violated the Constitution from 
mere mistake, and from pure motives? ‘The come . 
mon sense of mankind revolts at the idea. How 
can it be contended, for a single moment, taat you 
can denounce the President as a man who had as- 
sumed upon himself” the power of violating the 
laws and the Constitution of his country, and in 
the same bresth declare that veu had not the least, 
intention to criminate him, and that your language 
was altogether inoffensive. The two propositions 
are manifestly inconsistent. . i 
But I go one step further. If we were sitting as 
a court of impeachment, and the bare proposition 
were established to our satisfaction, that the Presi- 
eent had, in violation of the Constitution and the 
laws, withdrawn the public revenue of the country 
from. the depository to whose charge Congress had 
committed it, and assumed the control over it him- 
self, we would be bound to convict him of a high 
official misdemeanor. Under such circurastances, 
we should be bound to infer a criminal intention 
from this illegal and unconstitutional act. Crimi- 
nal justice could never be administered ,—society , 
could not exist, ifthe tribunals of the country should 
not attribute evil motives to illegal and unconstitut 
tional conduct. Omniscience alone ‘can examine 
the heart. When poor frail man is- placed in the 
judgment seat, he must infer the ‘intentions of the 
accused from his actions. That ‘‘thetree is known 
by its fruits” is an axiom which we have derived 
from the fountain of all truth. Does a poor, :na- 
ked, hungry wretch, at this inclement season of the 
year, take from my pocket a single dollar; the law 
infers a criminal intent, and he must be convicted 
and punished as a thief, though he may have been 
actuated by no other motive than that of sav- 
ing his wife and his children from starvation. 
And shall a different rule be applied to the Presi- 
dent of the United States? Shallitbe said of aman 
elevated to the highest station on earth, for his wis- 
dom, his integrity and his virtues, with all his con-. 
stituticnal advisers around him, when he violates 
the Constitution of his country, and usurps the con- 
trol over its entire revenue, that he may suecessful- 
ly defend himself by declaring that he ‘had: done 
this deed, without any criminal intention? .. No, sir: in 
such a case, above all others, the criminalintention 
must be inferred from the unconstitutional exercise 
of high and dangerous powers. ‘Phe safety of the 
Republic demands that the President of the United 
States should never shield himself behind such flim- 
sy pretexts. This resolution, therefore, although 
it may not havé assumed the form of an article of 
impeachment, possesses all the substance. : 
It was my fate some years ago to have assisted 
as a manager, in behalf of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, in the trial of an impeachment before 
this body. It then became my duty tò examine all 
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the precedents in. such cases which had occurred 
under our Government, since the adoption of the 
` Federal Constitution. On that occasion, I found 
one which has a strong bearing upon this ques- 
tion. I refer to the case of Judge Pickering. He 
was tried “and condemned by the Senate upon all 
‘the four articles exhibited against him; although 
the three first contained no other charge‘than that 
‘of making decisions contrary: to law, in a cause in- 
volving a mere question of property, and then re- 
fusing to grant the party injured an appeal from his 
decision, to which he was entitled: From the clear 
violation of law in this case, the Senate must have 
inferred-an impure and improper motive. 

“If any thing further were wanting to prove that 
‘the: resolution of the Senate contained a criminal 
and impeachable charge against the President, it 
‘might be demonstrated from all the circumstances 
‘attending the transaction. Whilst this resolution 
‘was in progress through the Senate, the Bank 
of the United States was employed in pro- 
ducing panic and ‘pressure throughout the land. 


Much actual suffering was experienced by the | 


People; and where that did not exist, they 
‘dreaded unknown and awful calamities. Con- 
fidence between man and man was at an end. 
There was a fearful pause in the business of the 
country. We were then engaged in the most vio- 
lent party conflict recorded in our annals. 'To 


use the language of the Senator from Kentucky, - 


we were in the midst of a revolution. On the one 
‘side it was contended that the power over the purse 
of the nation had been ursurped ‘by the President; 
that in his own person he had united this power 
with that of the sword, and that the liberties of the 
people were gone, unless he could ‘be arrested in 
is mad career, On the other hand, the friends of 
the President maintained that the removal of the 
deposites from the Bank of the United States was 
an act of stern justice to the people; that it was 
-strictly legal and constitutional; that he was im- 
pelled to it by the highest and purest principles of 
patriotism; and that it was the only means of pros- 
trating an institution which threatened the destruc- 
tion of our dearest rights and liberties. During 
this terrific conflict publie indignation was aroused 
to suth a degree, that the President received a great 
number of anonymous letters, threatening him with 
assassination unless he should restore the de- 
` posites: ` l 
It was' during the pendency of this conflict 
throughout the country, that the Senator from 
` Kentucky thought proper, on the 26th December, 
1833; to present his condemnatory resolution to the 
Senate. And here, sir, permit me to say that I do 
got believe there was any corrupt ‘connection be- 
tween any Senator upon this floor and the Bank of 
the United States. But it was at this inauspicious 
moment that the resolution was introduced. How 
was it supported by the Senator from Kentucky? Ee 
told us that a revolution had already commen- 
ced: He told us that by the 3d of March, 1837, 
if the progress of innovation should conti hue, 
_there would be scarecly a vestige remaining of the 
Government and policy -as they: had- existed 
prior to the 3d March, 1829. That in‘a term of 
years a little more than that which was required 
“to establish onr liberties, the Government would be 
transformed into an elective monarchy—the worst 
of all forms of government. He compared the 
measure adopted by General Jackson with the con- 
duct of the usurping Cesar, who, after he had over- 
run Italy in sixty days, and conquered the liberties 
of his native country, terrified the Tribune Metel- 
lus, who guarded the treasury.of the Roman peo- 
ple, and seized it by open force. “He declared that 
‘the President had proclaimed an open, palpahle, 
and daring usurpation. 
ing that the premonitory symptoms of despotism 
were upon us; and if Congress did not-apply.an in- 
stantaneous and effective remedy, the fatal collapse 
would soon come on, and we should die—ignobly 
die! ‘base, mean, and abject slaves, the scorn and 
contempt of mankind, unpitied, unwept, and un- 
mourned. ‘What a spectacle was then presented in 
this chamber!. We are told, in the reports of the 
day, that, when he’ took his seat, there was repeated 
and loud applause in the galleries. This, it will be 
“semnembered, was the introductory speech of the 


He concladed by assert-. 


-isa mere naked resolution: of censure. 
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Senator. In my opinion, it was one of the ablest 
and most eloquent of all his able and eloquent 
speeches. He was then riding upon the whirlwind 
and directing the storm. At the time I read it, for 


‘Iwas not then in the Senate, it reminded me of 


the able, the vindictive, and the eloquent appea 
of Mr. Burke before the House of Lords, on ‘the 


impeachment of Warren Hastings, in which he de- ` 


nounced that Governor General as the ravager and 


. oppressor of India, and the scourge of the millions 


whe had been placed under.his authority. : 

And yet, we are now told that this resolution did 
not intend to impute any criminal metive to the 
President. -That he was a. good old man, though 
not a good constitutional lawyer: and that he knew 
better how to wield the sword than to construe the 
Constitution. i 

[Mr. Cray here rose to explain. He said, “I 
never, have said and never will say, that personally 
I acquitted the President of any improper intention. 
I lament that I cannot say it. But what I did say, 
wes that the act of the Senate of 1834 is free from 
the imputation of any crimnal motives.”} . 

Sir, said Mr. B. this avowal is in character with 
the frank and manly nature of the Senator from 
Kentucky. It is no more than what I expected 
from him. The imputation of any improper mo- 
tive to the President has been again and again dis- 
claimed’ by other Senators upon this floor. The 
Senator. from Kentucky has now boldly come out 
in his true colors, and avows the principles which 
he held at the time. He acknowledges that he did 
not acquit the President from improper intentions, 
when charging him with a violation of the Consti- 
tation of hts country. 

This trial of the President before the Senate, con- 
tinued for three months. „During this whole period, 
instead of the evidence which a judicial tribunal 
ought to receive, exciting memorials, signed by 
vast numbers of the people, and well calculated to 
inflame the passions of his judges, were daily pour- 
ing in upon the Senate. He was denounced upon. 
this Moor by every odious epithet which belongs to 
tyrants. Finally, the obnoxious resolution was 
adopted by the vote of the Senate, on the 28th day 
of March, 1834. After the exposition which I have 
made, can any impartial mind doubt but that this 
resolution intended to charge against the President 
a wilful and daring violation of the Constitution 
and the laws? I think not. 

The Scnator from Kentucky has argued, with 
his usual power, that the functions of the Senate, 
acting in a legislative capacity, are not to be re- 
stricted, because it is possible that the same ques- 
tion, in another form, may come. before us judi- 
cially. T concur in the truth and justice of this po- 
sition. We raust perform our legislative dnlies; 
and if, in the investigation of facts, having legisla- 
tion distinctly in view, we should incidentally be led 
to the investigation of criminal charges, it is a ne- 
cessity imposed upon us by our condition, from 
which we cannot escape. It results from the vary- 
ing nature of our duties, and not from our own 
will. I admit thatit would be difficult to mark the 
precise line which separates our legislative from our 
judicial functions. Ishall not attempt it. ‘In many 
cases, from necessily, they are, in some degree, in- 
lermingled. The present .resolution, however, 
stands far in advance of this line. Jt is placed in 
bold relief, and is clear of all such difficulties. It 
It refers 
solely to the past conduct of the President, and con- 
demans it in the strongest terms, without even pro- 
posing any act of legislation by which the evil may 
be remedied hereafter. If was judgement upon 
the past alone; not prevention for the future. N; ay, 
more: the resolution is so vague and general in its 
terms, that it is impossible to ascertain frem its face 
the cause of the President’s condemnation. The 
Senate have resolved that the Executive “has as- 
sumed upon himself authority and power not con- 
ferred by the Constitution and laws, but in deroga- 
tion of both.” What is the specification under this 
charge? -Why, that he has acted thus, “in the late 
Executive proceedingsin relation to the public reve- 
nue.’ What Executive proceedings? The resolution 
leavests entirely in the dark upon this subject. How 
could any legislation spring from such á resolution? 


It is impossible. None such was ever attempted. 
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_If-the résolution had preserved its original. phra- 
seology—if it had condemned the. President ` for 
dismissing one Secretary of the Treasury. because 
he would not remove. the deposites, and for ap- 
pointing his successor. to effect this purpose, the 
Senator might then have contended that the evil 
was distinctly pointed out; and, although no legis~ 
lation was proposed, the remedy might be applied 
hereafter. But he has deprived: himself even of 
this feeble argument. He has left vs upon an 
ocean of uncertainty, without chart or ‘compass. 
“The late Executive proceedings in relation to the 
Tevenue,” is a phrase of the most general and 
indefinite character. Every Senator who voted in 
favor of this resolution, may have acted upon 
different principles.. To procure its passage, no- 
thing more was necessary ‘than that a majority 
should unite in the conclusion that the President 
had violated the Constitution and the laws in some 
one or other of his numerous acts in relation to 
the public revenue. The views of Senators con- 
Stituting the majority may have varied from each 
other to any conceivable extent; and yet they may 
have united in the final vote. That this was the 
fact to a considerable extent, I have always under- 
stood. It is utterly impossible, either that such a 
proceeding could ever have been intended to be- 


. come the basis of legislation, or that legislative 


action could have ever sprung from such a source. 

I flatter myself, then, I have succeeded in proy- 
ing that this resolution charged the President with a 
high official misdemeanor, wholly disconnected 
from legislation, which, if true, ought to ‘have 
subjected him to impeachment. s 

This brings me directly to the question, had the 
Senate any power, under the Constitution, to adopt 
such a resolution? In other words, can the Senate 
condemn a public officer hy a simple resolution, 
for an offence which would subject him to an im: 
peachment? To state the proposition, is to answer 
this question in the negative. Dreadful would be 
the consequences if we possess and should exercise 
such a power, ` 

This body is invested with high and responsible 
powers of a legislative, an executive, and a judicial 
character. No person can enter it until he has at- 
tained a mature age. Our term of service is longer 
than that of any other elective functionary. If Se- 
nators will have it so, it is the most aristocratic 
branch of our Government. For what purpose did 
the framers of the Constitution confer upon. it these 
varied and important powers, and this long tenure 
of office? The answer is plain.. It was placed in 


‘this secure and elevated position that it might be 


above the storms of faction which so often inflame 
the passions of men. It never was intended to be 
an arena for political gladiators. Until the second 
session of the third Congress, the Senate always sat 
with closed doors, except in the single instance when 
the eligibility of Mr. Gallatin to a seat in the body 
was the subject of discussion. Of this particular 
practice, however, I cannot approve. I merely 
State it, to show the intention of those who formed 
Iwas informed by one of the 
most eminent statesmen and Senators which this 
country has ever produced, now no more, (the late 
Mr. King,) that for some years after the Federal 
Government commenced iis operation, the debates 
of the Senate resembled conversations rather than 
speeches, and that it originated but few legislative 
measures. Senators were then critics rather than 
authors in legislation. Whether its gain in elo- 
quence, since it has become a popular assembly,fand 
since the sound of thundering applause hes been 
heard in our galleries at the denunciation df ‘the 
President, has been an equivalent for its loss in true 
dignity, may well be doubted. To give this body its 
just influence with the people, it. ought to preserve 
itself as free as possible from angry political discus- 
sions. In the performance of our executive duties; in 
the ratification of treaties, and in the confirmation of 
nominations, the Constitution has connected us with 
the Executive. The efficient. and successful ad- 
ministration of .the Government therefore requires 
that we should move on together in as much har- 
mony as may be consistent with the independent 
exercise of our respective functions... (=. 


But above all, we should be the most cautious in 
guarding our judicial character from suspiGiin. 
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We constitute the. high ‘court of impeachment of 
this nation, before which -every officer of the Go- 
vernment may be arraigned. To this tribunal is 
committed the character of men whose character is 
far dearer to them than their lives. -We should be 
the rock standing in the midst of the ocean, for the 
purpose of affording a shelter to the faithful officer 
from unjust persecution, against which the bil- 
lows might dash themselves in vain. Whilst we 
are a terror to evil doers, we, should be a praise to 
those who do well. We should never voluntarily 
perform any act which might prejudice our judg- 
ment, or render us suspected as a judicial tribunal. 
More especially, when the President of the U. States 
is arraigned at the bar of public opinion for of- 
fences which might subject him to an impeachment, 
we should remain not only chaste but unsuspected. 
Better, infinitely better, would it be for us not to 
manifest our feeling, even in a case in which we 
were morally certain the House of Representatives 
would not prefer before us articles of impeachment, 
than to reach the object of our disapprobation by a 
usurpation of their rights. It is true. that when the 
Senate passed the resolution condemning the Presi- 
dent, a majority in the Hoase were of a different 
opinion. But the next elections might have changed 
that.majority into a minority. The House might 
then have voted articles of impeachment against 
the President. Under such circumstances, I pray 
you to consider in what a condition the Senate 
would have, been placed. They had already pre- 
judged the case. They had already convicted the 
President, and denounced him to the world asa 
violator of the Constitution. In criminal prosecu- 
cutions, even against-the greatest malefactor, if a 
juror has prejudged the cause, he cannot enter the 
jury box. The Senate had rendered itself wholly 
incompetent, in this case, to perform its highest ju- 
dicial functions. The trial of the President, had 
articles of impeachment heen preferred against 
him, would have been but a. solemn mockery of 
justice. ; 

The Constitution of the United States has care- 
fully provided against such an_enormous evil, by 
declaring that ‘the House of Representatives shall 
have the sole power of impeachment,” and “the 
Senate shall have the sole power to try all impeach- 
ments.” Until the accused is brought before us by 
the House, it is a manifest violation of our solemn 
duty to condemn him by a resolution. 
` Ifa court of criminal jurisdiction, without any 
indictment having been found by a grand jury, 
without having given the defendant notice to appear, 
without having afforded him an opportunity of 
cross-examining. the witnesses against him, and 
making his defence, should resolve that he was 
guilty of a high crime, and place this conviction 
upon their records, all mankind would exclaim 
against the injustice and unconstitutionality of the 
act. Wherein consists the difference between this 
case and the condemnation of the President? In 
nothing, except that sucha conviction by the Se- 
nate, on account of its exalted character, would fall 
with tenfold force upon its object. I have often 
been astonished, notwithstanding the extended and 
well deserved popularity of General Jackson, that 
the moral influence of this condemnation by. the 
Senate had not crushed him. With what tremen- 
dous effect might this assumed. power of the Senate 
be used to blast. the reputation of any man who 
might fall under its displeasure! The precedent is 
extremely dangerous; and the American people 
have wisely determined to blot it out for ever. 

It is painful to reflect what might have keen the 
condition of the country, if at the inauspicious mo- 
ment of the passage of the resolution against the 
President, its interests and its honor had rendcred 
it necessary to engage in a foreign war. The fear- 
ful consequences of such a condition, at such a mo- 
ment, must strike every miad. ' Would the Senate 
then have confided to the President the necessary 
power to defend the country? Where could the 
sinews of war have been found? In what condition 
was this body, at that moment, to act upon an im- 
portant treaty negotiated by the President, or upon 
any of his nominations? But ĮI forbear to enlarge 
npon this topic. | Buc: 

Į have now arrived at the last point in this dis- 
cussion. Do the Senate possess the power, under 


the Constitution, of expunging the resolution of 
March, 1834, from their journals, in the manner 
proposed by the Senator from Missouri? (Mr. Ben- 
ton.) I cheerfully admit we must show that this 
is not contrary to the Constitution; for we can never 
redress one violation of that instrument by commit- 
ting another. Before I proceed to this branch of 
‘the subject, I shall put myself right, by a brief his- 
torical reminiscence. I entered the Senate in De- 
cember; 1834, fresh from the ranks of the people, 
without the slightest feeling of hostility against any 
Senator on this floor. I then thought that the re- 
solution of the Senator from Missouri was too 
severe in proposing to expunge. Althongh I was 
anxious to record, in strong terms, my entire dis- 
approbation of the resolution of March, 1834, yet 
I was willing to accomplish this object without 
doing more violence to the feelings of my associates 
on this floor, than was absolutely necessary to jus- 
tify the President. Actuated by these friendly mo- 
tives, I exerted all my little influence with the 
Senator from Missouri, to induce him to abandon 
the word expunge, and substitute some others in its 
place. I knew that this word was exceedingly 
obnoxious to the Senators who had voted for the 
former resolution. Other friends of his also ex- 
erted their influence; and at length his kindly feel- 
ings prevailed, and he consented to abandon that 
word, although it was peculiarly dear to him. I 
speak from my own knowledge. “All which I 
saw and part of which I was.” 

The resolution of the Senator from Missouri 
came before the Senate on the 3d of March, 1835. 
Under it the resolution of March 1834, was “or- 
dered to be expunged from the journal,” for rea- 
sons appearing on its face, which I need not enu- 
merate, The Senator from Tennessee, (Mr. 
White,) moved to amend the resolution of the Sena- 
tor from Missouri, by striking out the order to cx- 
punge,with the reasons for it, and inserting in their 
stead the words, “rescinded, reversed, repealed, 
and declared to be null and void.” Some differ- 
ence of opinion then ardse among the friends of the 
Administration as to the words which should be 
substituted in place of the order to expunge. For 
the purpose of leaving this question perfectly open, 
you sir, (Mr. King, of Alabama, was in the chair,) 
then moved to amend the original motion of Mr. 
Benton, by striking out the words, “ordered to bé 
expunged from the. journal of the Senate.” This 
motion prevailed, on the ayes and noes, by a vote 
of 39 to 7; and amongst the ayes, the name of the 
Senator from Missouri is recorded. The resolu- 
tion was thus left a blank, in its most essential fea- 
ture, ready to be filled up as the Senate might di- 


rect. Theera of good feeling, in regard to this 
subject, had commenced. It was nipped in the bud, 
however, by the Senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
Webster.) Whilst the resolution was still in blank, 
he rose in his place, and proclaimed the triumph of 
the Constitution, by the vote to strike out the word 
expunge, and then moved tolay the resolution on the 
table, declaring that he would neither withdraw his 
motion for friend nor foe. This motion precluded all 
amendment and all debate. It prevailed by a par- 
ty vote; and thus we were left with our resolution 
a blank. Such was the manner in which the Sen- 
ators in opposition received our advances of court- 
tesy and kindness, in the moment of their strength 
and our weakness. Had the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts suffered us to proceed but for five minutes, 
we should have filled up the blank in the resolu- 
tion, It would then have assumed a distinct form, 
and they would never ‘afterwards have heard of 
the word expunge. We should have been content 
with the words. “rescinded, reversed, repealed, and 
declared to be null and void.” But the conduct of 
the Senator from Massachusetts on that occasion, 
and that of the party with which he acted, roused 
the indignation of every friend of the ` administra- 
‘tion on this floor. We then determined that the 
word expunge should never again be surrendered. 
The Senator from Kentucky has introduced a 
precedent from the proceedings of the House of 
Representatives of Pennsylvania, for the purpose 
of proving that we have no right to adopt this reso- 
lution. To this T can have no possible objection. 
But I can tell the Senator, if I were convinced that 
-I had voted wrong, when comparatively a boy, 
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more than twenty years ago, the fear of being termied. . 
inconsistent would not now deter me from voting.. 
right upon the same question. I donot, however, 

repent of my. vote upon. that occasion. I would, 
now vote in the same manner, under similar. clr; 
cumstances. I should not vote to expunge,, under, 
any circumstances, any proceeding from, the jours 
nals by obliterating the record. If I do not prove, 
before I take my seat, that the case in the Legisla- 
ture of Pennsylvania was essentially different from 
that now before the Senate, I shall agree to be pro- 


claimed inconsistent and time-serving. 5 
It was my settled conviction at the commence- 
ment of the last session of Congress, that the Senate. 
had no power to obliterate their journal. This was. 
shaken, but not removed, by the argument of. the 
Senator from Louisiana, (Mr. Porter,) who confess- 
edly made the ablest speech on the other side of the 
The Constitution declares that “each 
House shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and 
frony time to time. publish the same, excepting such 
parts as may in their judgment require secrecy” 


- What was the position which that Senator then at- 


tempted to maintain? In order to prove that we had 
no power to obliterate or destroy our journals, he 
thought it necessary to contend that the word “keep” 
as used in the Constitution, means both to record 
and to preserve. This appeared to me to be a mere 
begging of the question. E 

I shall attempt no definition of the word “keep.” 
At least since the days of Plato, we, know that de-. 
finitions havg been dangerous.. Yet I think that the 
meaning of this word, as applied to the subject 
matter, is. so plain that he who rans may read. If 
I direct my agent to keep a journal of his proceéd~ 
ings, and publish the same, my palpable meaning is, 
that he shall write these proceedings down, from day'to 
day,and publish what he has written for general in- 
formation. After he hasobeyed my commands, after 
he has kept his journal, and published it to the world, 
he has executed the essential part of the trust confided 


| to him. What becomes of this original manuscript 


journal afterwards, is a matter of total indifference. 
So in regard to the manuscript journals of either 
House of Congress: after more than a thousand 
copies have been printed, and published, and dis- 
tributed over the Union, it is a matter ef not the 
least importance what disposition may be. made 
of them. They have answered their purpose, and, 
in any practical view, become useless. If they. 
were burnt, or otherwise destroyed, it would not be 


i an event of the slightest public consequence. Such 


indifference has prevailed upon this subject, that ` 
these journals have been considered, in the House 
of Representatives, as so much waste paper, and, 
during a period of thirty-four years after the or- 
ganization of the Government, they were actually © 
destroyed. (Vide the Appendix.) From this cir- 
cumstance, no publie or private inconvenience has 
been or ever can be sustained; because our printed 
journals are received in evidence in all courts of 
justice in the same manner as if the originals were 
produced. 

The Senator from Louisiana has discovered 
that to “ keep?’ means both “ to record” and ‘ to 
psrserve.” But can you give this, or any other 


: word in the English language, two distinct and in- 


dependent meanings at the same time, as applied 
to the same subject? I think not. From the im- 
perfection of human language, from the impossi- 


| bility of having appropriate words to express every 


idea, the same word, as applicd to different sub- 
jects, has a variety of significations. As applied 
to any one subject, it cannot, at the same. time, 
convey two distinct meanings. In the Constitu- 
tion if must mean either “to write down,” or “ to 
preserve.” It carnol have both significations. Let 
Senators, then, take their choice. If it signifies 
“to write down,” as it unquestionably does, what 


“becomes of the constitutional injunction to pre- 


serve? The truth is, that the Constitution has not 
provided what shall be done with the manuscript 
journal, after it has served the purposes for which 
it was called. into existence. hen it has been 
published to the people of the United States, 
for whose use it was ordered to be kept; after it has 
thins been perpetuated, and they have been furnish- 
ed with the means of judging of the publie conduct 
of their public servants, it ceases to be an object of 


Jio 
l 24th Cone....2d Sass. 


the least importance. Whether it be thrown ‘into 
the garret of the Capitol with other useless. lum- 
ber, or be destroyed, is a matter of no public inte- 
rest. -It has probably never once been referred to 
in the history of our Government. If it should ever 
be determined to be-a violation of the Constitution 
to obliterate’ or destroy this manuscript journal, it 
must. be upon different principles from those which 
have been urged in this debate. My own impres- 
Sion is, that asthe framers of the Constitution have 
directed us.to keep a journal, a constructive duty 
may be implied from this command, which would 
forbid: us.to obliterate or destroy it. Under this im- 
pression, I should vote, as I did twenty years ago, 
in the Legislature of Pennsylvania, against any 
proposition actually to expunge any part of the 
journal, ` But waiving this unprofitable discussion, 
let us proceed to the real point in controversy.. 

. Iwany such proceeding as that of actually expung- 
ing the journal, proposed by the resolution of the 
Senator from Missouri? I answer, no such thing. 
If the Constitution had, in express terms, directed 
us to record and to preserve a journal of our pro- 
ceedings, there is nothing in the’ resolution now 
“before us which would be inconsistent with such a 
provision. 

Is the drawing of a black line around the resolu- 
tion of the Senate of March, 1834, to obliterate or 
to deface it? On the contrary, is itnot’ to render it 
more conspicuous,—to place it in bold relief;—to 
give ita prominence in the public view, ‘beyond 
any other proceeding of this body,, in. past, and I 
trust, in all future time. If the argument of Sena- 
tors were, not that we have no power to obliterate; 
but that the Senate possessed no power to render 
one portion of the jounal:more conspicuous than 
another, it would have had much, greater force. 
Why, sir, by means of this very proceeding, that 
portion. of our journal upon which it operates will 
be rescued from a slumber which would’ otherwise 
have been eternal, and, fac-similes of the original 
resolution, without a word or a letter defaced, will 
be circulated over the whole Union. 

But, sir, this resolution also directs that across the 
face of the condemnatory resolution there shall be 
written by the Secretary, “ Expunged by order of 
the Senate this day of ——, in the year of 
our Lord 1837.” 


Will this obliterate any part of the original reso- 
lution? If it does, the duty of the Secretary will be 
performed ina very bungling manner. “No such 
thing is intended. Tt would be easy to remove 
every scruple from every mind upon this subject, by 
amending the resolution of the Senator from Mis- 
souri, so as to direct the Secretary to perform his 
duty in such a manner as not to obliterate any part 
of the condemnatory resolution. Such a direction, 
however, appears to me to be wholly unnecessary. 
The nature of the whole proceeding is very plain, 
We now adopt a resolution, expressing our 
strong reprobation of the original resolution; and 
for this purpose we use the word “ expunged,” as the 
strongest term which we can apply. We then di- 
rect our Secretary to draw black lines around it, 


and place such a reference to’ our proceedings of 


this day upon its face, that in all time to come, 
whoever may inspect this portion of our journal, 
will be pointed at once to the record of its condem.” 
nation.. What lawyer has not observed upon the 
margin of the judgment docket, if the original judg- 
ment has been removed to a superior court, and 
there reversed, a minute of such reversal? In our 
editiorss of the statutes, have we. not all noted the 
repeal of any of them, which may have taken place 
at a subsequent period? Who ever heard, in the 
one case or in the other, that this was obliterating 
or destroying the record, or the book? So in this 
case, we make a mere reference to our future pro- 
ceeding upon the face of the resolution, instead of 
the margin. Suppose we should only repeal he 
obnoxious resolution, and direct such a reference te 
be made upon its face? Would any Senator con- 
tend that this would be an obliteration of the 
journal? i 

But it has been contended that the word expunge 
is not the appropriate word; and we have wrested it 
from its true signification, in applying it to the pre- 
sent case. Even if this allegation’ were correct, the 
answer would be athand. You might then convict 
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‘us of bad taste, but not of a violation of the Con- 
stitution, On the face of the resolution we have 
stated distinctly what we mean. We have directed 
the Secretary in. what manner he shall understand 
it, and we have excluded the idea thatit is our in- 
tention to obliterate or to destroy the journal. 

But I shall contend that the word expunge- is the 
appropriate word, and that there is not another in 
the English language so. precisely adapted to con- 
vey our meaning. J shall show, from the highest 
literary and parliamentary authorities, that this 
word has acquired a signification entirely distinct 
from that of actual obliteration. Let me proceed 
immediately to this task. After citing my au- 
thorities, I shall proceed with the argument. First, 
then, for those of a literary character. I read from 
Crabbe’s Synonymes, page 140; and every Senator 
will admit that this is a work of established repu- 
tation. In speaking of the use of the word ex- 
punge, the author says: “When the contents of a 
book are 1 part rejected, they are aptly described 
as being expunged; in this manner the free-thinking 
Sects expunge every thing from the Bible which 
does not suit their purpose, or they expunge from 
their creed what does not humor their passions.” 
The idea thatan actual obliteration was intended 
in these cases would be manifestly absurd. In the 
same page there is a quotation from Mr. Burke to 
illustrate the meaning of this word. “I believe,” 
says he, “that any person who: was of age to take 
a part in public’ concerns forty years. ago (if. the 
intermediate space‘were expunged from his memo- 
ry) could hardly credit his senses when he should 
hear that an army of two hundred thousand men 
was kept up in this island.” I shall now cite Mr. 
Jefferson as a literary authority. He has often 
been referred.to on this floor as a standard in poli- 
tics. For this high authority, I am indebted to my 
friend from Louisiana (Mr. Nicholas.) In the 
original draft of the declaration of independence, 
he uses the word expunge in the following manner: 
“Such has been the patient sufferance of these 
colonies; and such is now the necessity which con- 
strains them fo expunge their former systems of 
Government.” Although the word alter was after- 
wards substituted for expunge, I presume upon the 
ground that this was too strong a term, yet the 
change does not detract from the literary authority 
of the precedent.—Jefferson’s Correspondence, &e. Ist 
volume, page 17. 


I presume that I have shown that the word ex- 
punge has acquired a distinct metaphorical mean- 
ing in our literature, which excludes the idea of 
actual obliteration. If I should proceed one step 
further, and prove that in legislative proceedings it 
has acquired the very same signification, I shall 
then have fully established my position. For this 
purpose I cite, first, “ the Secret Proceedings and 
debates of the Federal Convention.” - In page 118, 
we find the following entries: “On motion io ex- 
punge the clause of the qualification as to age, it 
was carried—ten States against one.” Again: “On 
the clause respecting the ineligibility to any other 
office, it was moved that the words “ by any parti- 
cular State,’ be expunged—four States for, five 
against, and two divided.” So page 119. “ The 
last blank was filled up with one year, and carried 
—eight ayes, two noes, one divided.” 


“ Mr. Pinckney moved to expunge the clause— 
agreed to, nem. con. Again: “Mr. Butler moved 
to expunge the clause of the stipends—iost, seven 
against, three for, one divided.” Again, in page 
157, “ Mr. Pinckney moved that that part of the 
clause which disqualifies a person from holding an 
office in the State be expunged, because the first and 
best characters in a State may thereby be deprived 
of a seat in the national council.” 

“ Question put to strike out the words moved for 
and carried—eight ayes, three noes.” 

It will thus be perceived that in the proceedings 
of the very convention which formed the Constitu- 
tion under which we are now governed, the word 
eXpunge was often used in its figurative sense. It 
- will certainly not be asserted, or even intimated, by 

any Senator here, that when these motions to ex- 
punge prevailed, the wards of the original draft of 
the Constitution were actually obliterated or de- 
faced. The meaning is palpable. These provisions 
were merely rejected; not actually blotted out. 
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Senate. 


But I shall now produce a precedent precisely in 
point. It presents itself in the proceedings of ‘the 
Senate of Massachusetts, and refers to the famous 
resolution of that body adopted on the 15th day of 
June, 1813, in relation to the capture of the British 
vessel Peacock; denouncing the late war, and de- 
claring that it was not becoming in a moral and 
religious people, to express any approbation of 
military or naval exploits which were not imme- 
diately connected with the defence of our seacoast. 
Some ten years afterwards, a succeeding Senate of 
Massachusetts adopted the following resolution: 

“ Resolved, That the aforesaid resolve of the 
fifteenth day of June, A. D. 1813, and the pream- 
ble thereof, be, and the same are hereby, expunged 
From the journals of the Senate.” 

Tt is self-evident that, in this case, not the least 
intention existed of defacing the old manuscript 
journal. The word “expunge” was used in its 
figurative signification, justas it is in the case 
before us, to express the strongest reprobation of 
the: former proceeding. That proceeeding was to 
be expunged solely by force of the subsequent 
resolution, and not by any actual obliteration. 
There never was any actual obliteration of the 
journal. 

Judging, then, from the highest English authori- 
ties, from the works of celebrated authors and 
Statesmen, and from the proceedings of legislative 
bodies, is it not evident that the word’ expunge has 
acquired a distinct meaning, altogether inconsistent 
with any actual obliteration? 

All that we have heard about defacing and de- 
stroying the journal are mere phantoms, which 
have been conjured up to terrify the timid. We 
intend no such thing. We only mean, most strong- 
ly, to express our conviction that the condemnatory 
resolution ought never to have found a place on 
the journal. If more authorities were wanting, I 
might refer to the Legislature of Virginia. The 
present expunging resolution is in exact conformity 
with their instructions to their Senators. As a 
matter of taste, I cannot say that I much admire 
their plan, though I entertain no doubt but that it 
is perfectly constitutional. That State is highly 
literary; and I think I have established that their 
Legislature, when they used the word expunge, 
. Without intending thereby to effect an actual oblite- 
ration of the journal, justly appreciated the mean- 
ing of the language which they employed. 

The word expunge is, in my opinion, the only one 
which we could have used, clearly and forcibly to 
accomplish our.purpose. Even if it had not been 
sanctioned by practice as a parliamentary word, we 
ought ourselves to have first established the precedent. 
It suits the case precisely. If you rescind, reverse, or 
repeal a resolution; you thereby admit that it once 
had some constitutional or legal authority. If you 
declare it to have been null and void from the bee 
ginning; this is but the expression of your own opin- 
ion that such was the fact. This word expunge 
acts upon the resolution itself. It at once goes to 
its origin, and destroys its legal existence as if it had 
never been. It does not merely kill, but it annihi- 
. lates. i 

Parliamentary practice has changed the meaning 
of several other words from their primitive signifi- 
cation, in a similar manner with that of the word 
expunge. The original signification of the word - 
rescind is “to cut of.” Usage has made it mean, 
in reference to a law or resolution, to abrogate’ or 
repeal it. We every day hear motions “to strike 
out.” What is the literal meaning of this expres 
sion? The quéstion may be best answered by. ask~ 
ing another. If I were to request you to strike out 
a line from your letter, and you were willing to 
comply with my request, what would be your con- 
duct? You would run your pen through it imme- 
diately. You would literally strike it out. Yet 
what use do we make of this phrase every day in 
our legislative proceedings? If I make a motion to 
strike out a section from a bill and it prevails, the 
Secretary encloses the printed copy of it in black 
lines, and makes 4 note on the margin that it has 
been stricken out. The original he never touches. 
Why then should not the word expunge, without 
obliterating the proceeding to which it is directed, 
signify to destroy as if it never had existed? 

After all that has been said, I think I need 
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scarcely again recur- to the Pennsylvania prece- 
dent. Itis evident from the whole of that proceed- 
ing that an actual expunging of the journal was in- 
tended, if it had not already been executed. I have 
no recollection whatever of the cireumstances, but 
I am under a perfect conviction, from the face -of 
the journal, that such was the nature of the case.’ I 
should vote now as1.did then, after’ a period of 
more than twenty years. Both my vote, and the 
motion which I subsequently made upon that occa- 
sion, evidently proceeded upon this principle. The 
question arose in this manner, as it appears from 
the joural. On the 10th of February, 1816, “The 
Speaker informed the House that a constitutional 
question being involved in a decision by him yes- 
terday, on a motion to expunge certain proceedings 
from the journal, he was desirous of having the 
opinion of the House on that decision,” viz: “that 
a majority can expunge from the journal proceed- 
ings in which the yeas and. nays have not been 
called.” Now, as no trace whatever appears upon 
the journal of the preceding day of the motion to 
which the Speaker refers, it ishighly probable, nay 
it is almost certain, that the proceedings had been 


actually expunged before he asked the advice of - 


the House. 

No man feels with more sensibility, the necessity 
which compels him to perform an unkind act to- 
wards his brother Senators than myself: but we 
have now arrived at that point when imperious 
duty demands that we should either adopt this ex- 
punging resolution or abandon it for ever. Already 
much precious time has been employed in its dis- 
cussion. The moment has arrived when we must 
act. Senators in the opposition console themselyes 
with the belief that posterity will do them justice, 
should it be denied to them by the present genera- 
tion. They place their own names'in the one scale, 
and ours‘in the other, and flatter themselves with 
the hope that before that tribunal at least, their 
weight will preponderate. For my own part, lam 
willing to abide the issue. I am willing to be 
judged for the vote which I shall give to-day not 
only by the present, but by future generations, 
should my obscure name ever be mentioned in af- 
ter times. After the passions and prejudices of the 
present moment shall have subsided, and the impar- 
tial historian shall come to record the proceedings of 
thisday, he will say that the distinguished men who 
passed the resolution condemning the President, 
were urged on to the act by a desire to occupy the 
high places in the Government. That an ambition 
noble in itself, but not wisely regulated, had ob- 
scured their judgment, and impelled them to the 
adoption of a measure unjust, illegal and uncon- 
stitutional. That in order to vindicate both the 
Constitution ‘and the President, we were justified 
in passing this expunging resolution, and thus 
stamping the former proceeding with our strongest 
disapprobation. . 
` Yrejoice in the belief, that this promises to be 
one of the last highly exciting questions of the 
present day. During the period of General Jack- 
gon’s civil administration, what has he not done for 
the American people? During this period he has 
had more difficult. and dangerous questions to settle, 
both at home and abroad,—questions which aroused 
more intensely the passions of men,——than any of 
his predecessors. 'They are now all happily ended, 
except the one which we shall this day bring to a 
close, 

“ And all the clouds that lowered upon our house 
In the deep bosom of the ocean buried.” 

The country now enjoys abundant prosper- 
ity at home, whilst it is respected and admired by 
foreign nations. Although the waves may yet be 
jn some agitation from the effect of the storms 
through which we have passed, yet I think Į can 
perceive the rainbow of peace extending itself 
across the firmament of Heaven. 

Should the next administration pursue the same 
course of policy with the present—should it dis- 
pense equal justice to all portions and all interests 
of the Union, without sacrificing any—should it 
be conducted. with prudence and with firmness, and 
I doubt not but that this will be the case—vwe shall 
` hereafter enjoy comparative. peace and quiet in our 
day. 
bee the toils, and the wisdom of the pilot who has 
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This will be. the precious fruit of the en- 


it 


. ject. 
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conducted us- in safety through the storms of his 
tempestuous administration. 

I am now prepared for the question. 
vote for this resolution; but not cheerfully. 
gret the necessity which exists for passing it; but I 
believe that imperious duty demands its - adop- 
tion. If I know my own heart, I can truly say 
that I am not actuated by any desire to obtain-a 
miserable, petty, personal triumph, either for my- 
self, or for the President of the United States, over. 
my associates upon this floor. 

Į am now ready to record my vote, and thus, in 
the opprobrious language of Senators in the op- 
position, to become one of the executioners of the 
condemnatory resolution. 


I shall 


` APPENDIX. 
Orricr, House or Rer. U. S. April 6, 1836. 

I entered this office a yòuth, under JohnBeckley, 
who was the first clerk of the House of Represen- 
tatives under the present Constitution of the United 
States, and who died in the year 1807. 


During the recess of Congress, he put me at j 


what was termed ‘recording the journal” of the 
preceding session, which was to write it off from 
the printed copy into a large bound volume. Iin- 
quired of him why it was that it was copied, when 
there were so many printed copies? He answered 
that the printed copies would probably, in time, 


disappear from nse, &c. the large manuscript vo- 


lume would not. 

The “rough journal,” as it was then termed, and 
is still termed, being the original rough draft, read 
in the House on the morning after the day of which 
it narrates the proceedings, was not, and had not 
from the beginning, been preserved. I inquired the 
reason, and was answered, that the printed copy was 
the official copy, as it was printed under the ofhcial 
order of the House; and as errors, which were 
sometimes discovered in the rough journal, were 
corrected in the proofs of the printed copy, the 
printed copy was the most correct, and that, there- 
fore, there was no use in lumbering the office with 
the “rough journal,” after it had been printed. 

Two of Mr. Beckley’s immediate successors in 
office, Mr. Magruder and Mr. Dougherty, viewed 
the matter as Mr. Beckley viewed it. I know the 
fact from having called their attention to the sub- 
ject. I often reflected upon the subject, and it ap- 
peared to me to be proper that the “ rough jour- 
nal” sheuld be preserved, although I could not see 
any purpose whatever to be answered by doing so. 
I often conversed with the clerks of the office upon 
the subject; but as we were only subordinates, the 
practice was not changed till Ist session of the 
18th Congress, (1823-4,) when I determined, 
without consulting my superior, that the “ rough 
joufnal” should no longer be thrown away, but be 
preserved and bound in volumes; and it has. been 
regularly preserved and bound since. 

With great respect, I am, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
S. BURCH. 
Col. WALTER S. FRANKLIN, 
Clerk House of Representatives, U. S. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
January 10, 1837. 
FREEDOM OF ELECTION. - 

Several reperts having been made from the 
standing committees, and before the reports of 
committees were concluded, 

Mr. BELL rose, and said that he did not wish 
to interfere with the regular reports of commit- 
tees, but that he would now move for leave to 
bring in the bill, of which he had given notice 
the othér day, to secure the freedom of electi n. 

The SPEAKER said the motion was not now in 
order; but that it would be in order for the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee to submit the motion a 
any time „when, under the rule regulating the 
* order of business of the day,” it would be in or- 
der for him to submit a motion on any other sub- 


Mr. BELL said he was under the necessity of 
making a question on this point. He had given 
notice of this motion the other day, because he 


coul! procure an opportunity to bring in a resolu-- 


tion which might accomplish the object. He 


I re~ 


occasion. 


thought that he. was entitled: to. make’ the-metic 
at this time. He did not propose. now.:to offer: 
a resolution, but a substitute for a report, ‘and if. 
the Caair was not satisfied that he had-a right so 
to do at the present time, he must beg leave: t 
submit a few remarks. PA Y fg 
The SPEAKER said he had. looked carefully | 
into the question, and it-was his decision that the 
motim was notin order at this time 0. 0s 
Mr. BELL appealed from this decision, and-en-. 
tered, at some length, into his reasons for so doing. 
The rule under which he: had given notice of his: 
motion was the 87th. Rule, which is in the follow- 
ing terms: . F a hee eae : 
“Every bill shall’ be introduced by motion: for - 
leave, or by an order of the House, on thé report 
of the committee; and, in either case, a committee 
to prepare the same shall be appointed. Incases 
of a general nature, one day’s notice, at least,shall 
be given of the motion to bring ina bill; and every 
such motion may be committed.” BP i 
There were two modes, (Mr. B. said,) under. 
this Rule, . of getting a bill before the House, and, 
in either case, it must be done by the order of the 
House; and’ even bills reported in the. morning 
were received under the order of the House. The 
same law, the same reason, and the same rule, al- 
most literally governed both . cases 
were embraced under the same rule, and the ‘co 
herence was the same. Upon what principle was.: 
it that the Chair had decided thata motion for . 
leave to bring ina bill should not be assigned the ` 
game hour as other reports? By what means could: 
a distinction be made in the two cases? The deci- 
sion not only postponed the time for a day, but 
might postpone it to the end of the session. He 
appealed to the magnunimity and sense of justice 
of th=- House, and, if that was not sufficient, be ap: 
pealed to the right of deliberation in this House, 
He hoped that his character there was too, well- 
known to admit of the supposition that he would 
bring forward a frivolous measure, or one the ob- 
ject of which was only to give him an opportunity 
of making a harangue fur ephemeral effect, hore: 
or elsewhere. ee et nee 
The SPEAKER stated the grounds of his deci - 
sion to the House. He premised by saying that this 
was a novel proceeding in this House. From:the 


organization of the Government (1789) to ‘the | 


present period, as far as precedents had been 

searched, but few cas.s were to be found (he be- 

lieved but two or three) of bills brought in oN wmo- 

TION FOR trave; and these, so far as any thing» 
appears, had been brought in by general consent, 

and referred, sub silentio, to a committee of. the 

House. The Chair had looked in vain for -prece- 

dents, in the former proceedings of the House, :'to,” 
aid him in the course proper to be taken on. this 
He had. found none, and had ‘been 

thrown back to the question of the construction 

which it was peoper should be pliced on these 

rules In fixing this construction, he had adopted 

the principle familiar in legal proceedings, that 

that construction was to be p'aced upon the sta- 

tute which would give effect to every part of it, 

provided it be susceptible of such construction, 

and not to place such a cénstruction upon one 

part as would totally abrogate and.annul another, 

and render it inoperative. 

This is a “motion”? for “leave to bring in a 
bill.” it is made under the rule which provides 
that ** every bill shall be introduced by motion for 
leave, or by an order of the House on the report 
of a committee; and, in either case, a committee 
to propose the bill shall be appointed. In cases 
of « general nature, one day’s notice at least thall: 
be given of the motion to bring in a Bil, and 
every such motion may be cominitted.” » At what 
time, and at what stage of the daily procee ‘ings 
of the House, ig it in order to make rars‘aroTion? 
The rules prescribe a particular: ‘order of business 
of the day,” for every day. The Speake’ is first 
to “cause the journal. of the preceding dy to be 
read,” and no other motion. or business can be 
interposed. until this is done. ““ As soon as the 
journalis read,” “reports first from the standiag, 
and then from the select committces, shall be called. “ 
for and disposed of; rcso‘utions shail then be called 
for, and disposed of by th: same rules which ap- 
ply to petitions.” ‘* And. after one hour. shall 


Both. bills ~- 
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have been devoted to reports from committees, 
and resolutions; it shalt be in erder to proceed to 
the orders of the, day.” It. is further provided 
that “the business specified in the two preceding 
rules [the reading of the journal, reports from 
committees, and resolutions or motions] shall be 
done at no.other part of the day,” except during 
the: morning hour.. Upon the meeting of the 
Mouse this morning, the journal of “ the preceding 
day. was read,” as required by the rules; ‘‘reports 
rom standing committees were then called for,” 
as-required-by the rules. A part of these reports 
have been made, and a part remain to be made. 
At this stage of the proceedings a member arises, 
and proposes to interrupt and arrest the call for 
reports from committees, by offering to submit 
“a motion” for “leave to bring in a bill”. Can 
this motion -be entertained at this time? In the 
opinion of the Chair it cannot, without a palpable 
“violation of the rule quoted. If it can be enter- 
tained at this stage, upon the same: principle it 
could have. been entertained immediately upon 
the meeting of the House this morning, and be- 
fore the $ journal of the preceding day was read.” 
he rules prescribe a particular order in which 
the’ business of the House shall be transacted. 
They provide’a division or allotment of time, and 
set apartan hour on each day within which a par- 
ticular class or description of “business shall be 
done,” and expressly declare that this class or de- 
scription of business “shall be done at no other 
part of the day.” - The order of business thus pre- 
scribed is,- 1st, That the “journal of the preced- 
ing day shall be rezd;””? 2d, reports from commit- 
tees; and 3d, resolutions- or motions shall be 
called for and disposed of according to a prescrib- 
-ed order; and after the expiration of one hour, 
devoted to business of this character, it shall be 
in order to proceed to the orders of the day, 
These are the express requisitions of these rules. 
It may be asked, at what time cmm this ‘motion 
for leave to. bring ina bill,” be made? The an- 

. swer is furnished by the rule itself. After reports 
from committees are made and disposed of, ‘‘re- 
solutions shall then be called for” Irom the several 

. States, in the ‘order of the States as prescribed in 
therule. The member must wait until bis State 
shall be called, and it shall be in order for him to 
move a resolution, or make a motion, and then it 
will be regular to entertain this motion. This is 
the only proper time to make the motion, unless 
by a suspension of the rules, which requires vote 
of two-thirds, it shall be allowed by the House at 
another hour of the day. Butit is suggested that 
“resolution,” the term used in the rule, is. not a 
motion. They belong to the same class of busi- 
ness. A resolution is in the nature of a motion, 
and a motion in the nature of a resolution, and in 
the practice of the House they have been invaria- 
bly treated and acted on as synonimous, For ex- 
ample, when the States are called for resolutions, 
it has been the constant practice to make motions 
to print documents, and on various other subjects. 
A motion is an unwritten resolution, and when 
submitted is reduced to writing and is recorded 
on the journal. This objection is technical, and 
not. substantial. If it be not so, then we must 
come to the absurd conclusion, that, by the rules, 
there is no time at which motions are in order. By 
this. construction, both rules, the one giving the 
right toa member to “submit a motion for leave 
to bring in'a-bill,”’and the other, prescribing the 
“order of business of the day,” during the morning 
hour, have their fall operation, The member has 
aright to make this motion, but he must wait until 
the time arrives when it is in order for him to do 
it. Ifa contrary construction be given; if a mem- 
ber has a right at any time of the day to make the 
metion proposed, then the rule prescribing the 


“order of business of the day,” is practically ab- - 


rogated and rescinded. If this motion. may ‘be 
made at a period of the day to interrupt and arrest 
the call. for reports from committees, and. the call 
of the States for resolutions and motions in the or- 


der of States as prescribed by the rule, there -is | 


nothing to prevent it from being made before the 


jouraal of the preeeding day has been read; and- 


. to permit either would be totally to change and re- 
_yolutionize the ‘settled , order of business of this 
House. - What would be the consequences which 
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for leave, would have a right to ¢ebate it. 
He would havea right not only to state the charac- 
ter of the bill which he asks leave to bring in, but 
to discuss its merits. He may debate it, if he. 
chooses, through the day. Other members may 
also debate it, in favor or against “the motion for 
kave” to bring it in; and thus the regular and. 
established order of business under these rules, 
would be deranged and set aside, at the will of 
any one member, at any period of the day, when 
he chooses to make a “motion for leave to bring 
in a bill’. The daily reports’made by committees 
would be arrested, not only. for one day, but as 
long as the debate. on the motion may continue. 
All resolutions and motions, pending and unJeter- 
mined, as well as those to be offered, must be post- 
poned, and precedence given to this motion. 
There is nothing in the rule authorizing this motion 
to be made, which makes it’a privileged motion, 
to take precedence over all other business; and to 
permit it to be made so, would be not only to 
change the mode and order of doing business in 
this House from the first Congress to the present 
time, but to put it in the power of individual mem- 
bers to obstruct, delay, and prevent action on the 
other business of the House. É ' 

By restricting the right to make this metion to 
the proper hour for submitting motions or resolu- 
tions, all confusion and derangement ofthe “ order 
of the business of the House” will be avoided. 
The motion, when submitted in proper time, will 
be subject to all the rules which apply to other 
motions and resolutions; and thus the businéss of 
the House will go on regularly, and according to 
the established practice and usages of the House. 

Yo illustrate further to what practical results a 
contrary decision from that which had been given 
would lead, the Speaker stated that it was only 
“in cases of a general nature” that one day’s no- 
tice of this motion was required. In cases not of 
a general nature, no notice of the motion was re- 
quired. Suppose a member has a petition and a 
resolution which he desires to present, ‘with a 
view to have them referred to a committee of the 
House for a report and bill, for the relief of his con- 
stituents. By the rules, petitions can only be pre- 
sented on petition day, being the first day of the 
meeting of the House in each week; and then 
only as the States are called in their order for the 
presentation of petitions. The member must wait 
until petition day, and until his State is called, be- 
fore he can present his petition. And so of reso- 
lutions and motions: the member must wait until. 
the resolutions pending and undetermined are dis- 
posed of, and his State is called for resolutions 
and motions, before he is entitled to submit a reso- 
lution, or make a motion. There is no proceeding 
of this House better established, or more impera- 
tively required by the rules than this. But if the 
construction now insisted on be the true one, that 
this motion for leave may be made at this or another 
hour of every day, why, then a member having a 
petition to present, instead of waiting for petition 
day to present it, has only to prepare a bill, based 
on his petition, and come into the House on any 
morning; and submit his motion: for. leave to bring 
in his bill, and may proceed to the discussion of 
the merits of the bill which he asks leave to bring 
in. And so of a resolution of inquiry directed to a 
committee, which he may wish to offer. Instead 
of waiting for his State to be called in its order 
for resolutions, he has only to prepare a bill 
embracing the objects of his resolution, and come 
into the House at a time when under the rules he 
is not authorized to offer resolutions or make mo- 
tions, and submit his “motion for leave to bring 
in his bill? and proceed to discuss it. Every 
member may in like manner submit motions: for 
Aeave to bring in bills, and any member may sub- 
mit as many motions of the kind as he pleases, or 
as he has applications for relief from his constitu- 
ents. Every one must see that the effect of al- 
lowing such motions, except at the regular time of 
making motions, would be to annu! and set aside 
Abé rules. preseribing the “order of business of 
-the day,” and to overturn and wholly change the 
established and. uniform practice of the House in 
the transaction of its busifess. . 
But it is assumed that this “motion Jor leave” 


would follow? The member making the motion. 
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may be made when reports of committees are 
called for, because it is said the same rule provides 
for reports of committees, and for the motions for 
leave; and it is insisted that bills cannot be re- 
ported even by a committee, except by “an or- 
der of the House,” and “in either case a commit- 


. tee to prepare the same shall be eppointed.”? It 


is said that in every case of a bill reported by a 
committee, though no. motion is formally-put, ‘an 
order of the House” is presumed to be made to 
authorize the committee to report the biil.. This 
error arises from not adyerting to the fact, that by 
another rule of the House, subsequent in the date 


of its enactment, the standing committees are au- 


thorized to ‘report by bill or otherwise,” with- 
out “an order of the House.” The rule itself 
is the order of the House. That rule is, that 


“the several standing committees of the House 


shall have leave to report by bill or otherwise.” 
Committees under this latter rule have a right to 
report bills without any other previous “order of 
the House.” The same rule does not apply to 
“motions for leave to bring ina hill.” The infer- 
ence, therefore, shat when it is in order for a com- 
mitteé to report a bill, itis in order for a member 
not acting by order of any committee to submit, 
not æ bill, but “a motion for leave to bring in a 
bili,” is erroneous. We must not confound ‘‘the 
motion for leave,” with the bill which is to follow 
if the motion be. agreed to by the House. This is 
a motion, not a bill, The motion is one thing, and 
the bill which is to follow, if the motion be agrzed 
to, another. The member does not rise and pre- 
sent a bill to the House as committees in their re- 
ports de, but he submits a motion for leave, which 
motion is the question before the House; and the 
question still recurs at what time ¿his motion may 
be made. There js nothing in the rule authoriz- 
ing it, which gives it precedence over other mo- 
tions, or reports of committees prior in point of 
time, and entitled to be first considered. The 
policy of our rules, and the practice under them, 
have always been to employ the agency of com- 
mitteees organized by the House to originate and 
bringin bills. All the bills ever brought into this 
House have been reported by committees of the 
House, with the exception of a very few cases, 
(he believed not exceeding two or three,) when 
bills had first been brought in ‘‘on, motion for 
leave,” and then referred to a committee to pre- 
pare the same. It.does not appear in these cases, 
but that the motion for leave was made at a time, 
and in a stage. of the proceedings of the House, 
when the member had aright, under the rules, to 
make it. Wecannot presume that it was made at 
any other time. We have committees organized, 
with their respective duties and jurisdiction, pre- 
seribed and defined, to whom, by petition, resolu- 
tion, or moticn, subjects are referred, These com- 
mittees have aright to report by bill without “an 
order of the. House,” or any question taken, No 
individual member has this right. here is noth- 
ing which, in any view of the question, can give 
to this motion precedences over reports and other 
motions and resolutions. It is allowed, it is true, to 
be made, but it can only be made in proper time. 
Itis but a motion, and hot, as has been assumed, a 
substitute for a report. No member can consti- 
tute himself a guasi committee, and bring into the 
House a substitute for a report. It cannot be as- 
signed the same hour allotted to reports, because 
a motiun for leave to bring in a bill is not a report, 
and cannot take precedence over reports, or of 
resolutions or motions, which are prior in point of 
time, and entitled to be first considered. i 

The one day’s notice required to be given of 
this motion, **in cases of a general nature,” does 
not authorize the motion itself to be made out of 
time, and in violation of the prescribed order of 
business. ‘Fhe notice “in cases of a general na- 
ture” only enables the mover to make the motion 
at the time when motions may be made. under 
the rules. Without the netice, “in cases of a 
general nature,” the motion cannot be made even 
when it would be otherwise in order for the mem- 
ber to make it. The analogy between this and 
another rule of this House requiring one day’s no- 
tice of a motion is striking. That rule is, that “no 
standing rule or order of the House shall be rescind- 
ed or changed, without one day’s notice being given 
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ofthe motion therefor.” A member gives notice, 
under this rule, that he will on to-morrow submita 
motion to rescind one of the rules of the House: 
is he thereby entitled on to-morrow to submit his 
motion, before it isin order to make a motion, 
and thus give precedence to it over all other re- 
solutions and motions pending and undetermined, 
and by their priority in point of time entitled un- 
der the rules to be first considered? Certainly 
not. The practice on this point has been long 
settled, The motion can only be made, at such 
time as the member making it would have the 
right to meve a resolution, or make a motion on 
any other subject, according to the rules. The 
notice in both cases removes a disability, and con- 
fers no privilege which can give precedence to 
these motions over all other resolutions and mo- 
tions which, under the rules, are authorized to be 
made. ‘There is no analogy to be found in the 
proceedings of the other branch of this Leyisla- 
ture, where the practice his been allowed to bring 
in billson motions for leave, because the rules go- 
verning the proceedings of that body differ radi- 
cally from ours. There is no allotment of parti- 
cular hours of time in each day in the Senate, 
such as our rules prescribe, within which certain 
specified business of particular classes, andin a 
specified order of time, shall be transacted, and 
at “no other partof the day.’ The complaint 
upon the ground of the delay, which will be pro- 
duced in making this motion, by restricting it to 
the time when, under the rules, it shall be in or- 
der to make it, applies equally to all the other 
business before the House. ‘Ihe rules operate 
equally on all the members of the House, and pre- 
scribe a fixed order in which business of different 
classes shall be transacted. No business can re- 
gularly be done out of order. For example, re- 
ports are called from committees every morning. 
A report is made which gives rise to debate. It 
must be first disposed of before it is in order for 
other committees to make reports. So of resolu- 
tions or motions. After reports are made and dis- 
posed of, the States are called for resolutions or 
‘motions. A resolution is offered which gives 
rise todebute. It must be first disposed of before 
it is in order for any other member to offer a re- 
solution. The member wishing to make a report, 
or offer a resolution, may with the same propriety 
complain, on the ground of delay, because he 
cannot pe permitted to do so until the pending re- 
port or resolution made before him shall have been 
disposed of; as in this case, he can complain that 
he cannot make this motion until other business, 
having precedence, has been disposed of. It is 
‘the natural and necessary operation of the rules. 
If a member submit a resolution or other propo- 


sition, when ia order for him to do so, which gives . 
rise to a long debate, it may be inconvenient for . 


other members to wait until it shall be disposed of, 
before they can bring forward propositions or mo- 
tions which they desire to make, and yet every 
one knows that they are compelled to do so. So 
of other business on the calendar. A bill, for ex- 
ample, is taken up for consideration, A member 
is desirous to take up and consider another 
bill on the calendar, but he cannot do so, 
until the bill before the House is disposed 
of; and yet the. delay produced by a long 
debate on the bill first in order may be in- 
convenient, and may operate to delay and defeat 
action on much ef the other business on the calen- 
dar of the House. Thereisno way to prevent this. 
The business first brought forward, as a general 
rule, is first in order,and must be first disposed 
of. The inconvenience of delay of important mea- 
sures may, in many cases, exist, but it cannot alter 
or change the rules of the House, which are impe- 
rativein their terms. It was, for these reasons, 
briefly stated, that he had felt himself constrained 
to make this decision. It was,he said, not the first 
time dering his service in that chair, that it had 
become his duty to decide new and complex ques- 
tions of order, raised for the first time in the his- 
tory of our proceedings; questions upon which of 
course there are no precedents to guide or aid us 
in the decision to be made. He hail often hereto- 
fore felt, as he now felt, the delicacy and high re- 


sponsibility of the daty which devolved upon him. | 
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But on this, as well as on all occasions, he had this 
consolation, that if he had” fallen into error, : this. 
House had only to indicate by its vote, what its 
judgment was; and if differing from his own, he 
should always take sincere pleasure in the future 
administration of the law of this House in conform- 
ing to the judgment or decision of the House, what- 
ever that judgment or decision may b2. The de- 
cision of the Chair had been pronounced. There 
is an appeal, ard the question on the part of the 
Chair is submitted to the House. 

At the suggestion of Mr. MERCER, Mr. BELL 
withdrew his motion till all the Committees should 
have made their reports. 


EERE ICS 


SPEECH OF MR. RIVES, 
Or VIRGINIA, 

In Senate, January 10, 1837—On the Currency of 
the United States, and the collection of the Public | 
Revenue. 

The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
RIVES, as a substitute for the resoulution of Mr. 
Ewine of Ohio, proposing to rescind the Treasury 
order of July 11, 1836: 


Resolved, Thathereafter ali snms of money accruing or be- 
coming payable to the United States, whether from customs, 
public lands, taxes, debts, or otherwise, shall be collected and 
paid only in the legal currency of the United States, or in the 
notes of banks which are payable and paid on demand in the 
said legal currency, under the following restrictions and condi- 
tions in regard to such notes: that 1s, froro and after the passage 
of this resolution, the notes of no bank which shall issue bille 
or notes of a less denomination than five dollars, shall be 
received in pay mentof the public dues; from and after the first 
day of Juty, 1839, the notes of no bank which shall issue bills 
ornotes of a less denomination than ten dollars, shall be re- 
ceivable; and from and after the first of July, 1841, the like 
prohibition shall be extended to the notes of all banks issuing 
bills or notes of a less denomination than twenty dollars: Pro- 
vided, however, That no notes shall be taken, in payment by 
the collectors or receivers, which the banks in which they are 
to be deposited shall not, under the supervision and centro! of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, agree tu pass to the credit of 
the United States as cash.” 


The question being on the adoption of his substi- 
tute— 

Mr. RIVES said, that in asking the indulgence 
of the Senate, it was not his design to abuse their 
patience by rearguing the questions which had al- 
ready been so fully and so ably discussed, in rela- 
tion to the Jegality or the policy of the Treasury 
Circular. It was his wish only to state, somewhat 
more at large than he had yet had an opportunity of 
doing, the views under the influence of which he 
had offered the proposition which is now pending 
before the Senate as an amendment to the resolu- 
tion of the Senator from Ohio, (Mr. Ewing.) In re- 
ference to the most important objects of the Trea- 
sury Circular, he regarded that measure as having 
done its office; and the interests of the country are 
now much more concerned in the provision we shall 
make for the future, than in any decision we may 
pronounce upon the past. When I had the honor, 
some days ago, said Mr. R. of addressing a few re- 
marks to the Senate on this subject, I said what I 
take great pleasure now in repeating, that in what- 
ever different lights the operation of the Treasury : 
Circular may have been viewed, of one thing I was 
thoroughly persuaded—that the motives which had 
induced the high functionary at the head of the 
Government to direct the issuing of it, were in 
perfect consonance with that elevated and patriotic 
spirit which had so conspicuously marked the whole 
course of his public life; and that no defect of le- 
gality, in my estimation, had been shown in the 
authority under whichit was issued. I added, also, 
that the measure was properly to be viewed as a 
temporary one, to continue in operation until the : 
action of Congress on the whole subject could be 
obtained; and that the President himself, as shown 
by the evidence of his message at the commence- 
ment of the session, attached no importance to its 
adoption as a permanent rule of policy. 

One of the leading objects of the Treasury Cir- 
cular, at the time it was issued, was-to check that 


dits, which has so signally marked the history of 
the last twelve or eighteen months. But, so far as 
that object is concerned, the same effect will now 
be produced in a manner not lesscertain, though by 
a process more gradual, and therefore easier and 
safer to the community, by the operation of the de- | 
posite act: No one can doubt, Mr. President, that“ 


_in terms too significant to .be mistake 


GLOBE. 


one of the chief causes of the recent. over-action of 
the banking system in this country,. is-to. be found 
in the immense sums of public: moneys. left inthe 
deposite banks, and which have been used -and 
traded upon by them, as an addition of so..much to 
their banking capitals. This is a state-of things 
which has been. eminently pernicious. in. all .its 
bearings. The correction of so, great an evil 
formed in my mind one of the strongest considera- 
tions for giving the cordial support I did to the de- 
posite act of the last session; a measure which, how- 
ever much misconceived or misrepresented: in re- 
gard to its true character, has, in my opinion, con- 
ferred upon the country a double benefaction of the 
highest value: first, in putting out of the way. of the 
Government the temptation, whose. powerful:influ-’ 
ence we were already beginning to feel, to useless, 
extravagant, and anti-republican expenditure; and, 
secondly, in taking from the deposite banks that 
gratuitous and artificial increment of their capitals, 
which has been a main cause of the unnatural dis- 
tension of our paper currency, and of. that inordi 
nate spirit. of speculation, which has. prevailed 
through the country. In gradually withdrawing, 
as we are now doirty by the act of the last session, 
these large amounts of the,public treasure from ‘the 
possession of the deposite ke and in ‘avoiding, 
as, I trust, by a wise and ‘provident legislation, we 
shall do, the accumulation of any idle. surplus in 
future, the Government will take away the. stimulus 
which itself has given to the excessive issugs..and 
credits of the banks; and we may then hope that, 
under the salutary control of the laws of trade, they 
will return within those safe, proper, and natural 
limits, which the business of the community :re- 
quires. aes 
While on this branch of the subject, Mr. Presi- 
dent, I will make one other observation. However 
necessary or desirable the contraction of our paper 
circulation may be, (if it be,. indeed, in the large 
excess which is supposed by many,) 1t must. be 
borne in mind that there is no operat:on more delis 
cate than the reduction of the currency of a coun- 
try. A decreasing circulating medium, it is agreed 
alike by theoretical writers and by enlightened 
practical men, is precisely that condition. in the 
moneyed affairs of a community which is the most 
critical and distressing. It is a transition from high 
to low prices, from a certain and liberal reward of 
labor, to diminished wages and precarious employ- 
ment, from active and prospering industry, to 
general languor and depression in all the, operations 
of business. It is a change to which society always 
adjusts itself slowly and painfully; and, under the 
most favorable circumstances, must be attended 
with distress—often with extensive ruin. Great 
caution, therefore, is necessary, lest it be unduly 
precipitated in its progress, or harshly aggravated 
in its effects. We have, in the history .ofour own 
country, at a period not too remote for the recollec- 
tion of most of us, a memorable example. of the 
distressing effects of a rapid reduction of the circu- 
lating medium. It is strikingly exhibited in all its 
details, in the able report of Mr. Crawford, then 
Secretary of the Treasury, on the currency, in 1820. 
Its there shown that the circulation of the country, 
in the three years.from 1816 to 1819, had been 
brought down from 110 millions in. the former, to 
45 millions in the latter; making the enormous re- 
duction of 65 millions. within that short period! The 
scene of wide-spread ruin and distress which ensued, 
is fresh in the memories of all who witnessed it. It 
inculcates, at least, the necessity of caution” in the 
action of the Government on this subject... Itis.our 


‘duty to withdraw from. the banking operations. of 


the country that artificial. stimulant., which the 
Government itself has administered;.butthat being 
done, a just policy, in general, réquiyes that the 
concerns of trade should be left to regulate, them-~ 
selves by their own natural and remedial laws. 
Regarding, then, the Treasury Circular as hav~ 
ing mainly done its office, we are now called upon 
to establish some permanent and equal rule for. the 
collection of the public revenues.. It is a. doty 
which we cannot evade, if we would. Tn, the joint 
ower which the Constitution invests in, Congress, 
to “lay and collect” taxes, our duty is.tead to us 
¢ t is as 
much a part of the legislative authority to. 
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what manner and by what rule the collection of the 
public revenue shall be. effected, as to say to what 
amount and from what sources it shall be raised. 
Important as such a regulation is at all times, it 
derives, at the present moment, a particular inte- 
rest, from its close connection with the subject of 
the currency. It is in that connection, that all who 
have participated in this debate have discussed the 
question before the Senate; and it is, doubtless, in 
that connection that the public attention is turned 
with most anxiety to our decision upon it. I feel, 
Mr. President, all the magnitude and all the diffi- 
culty of this great question of the currency. There 
is none that rises higher in importance, or descends 
more deeply into the interests of society. It 
“comes home to the business and the bosoms of 
men.” It affects alike the humblest laborer and 
the wealthiest capitalist; on it depend the security 
of property, the stability of contracts, the comfort 
and support of families, and, I will add, in a great 
degree, the public morals; for nothing, in my 
opinion, is more calculated to unsettle the moral 
sense and. habits of a community than the disposi- 
tions and pursuits fostered by the lottery of a fluc- 
tuating currency. In. approaching such a subject, 
I feel all the diffidence which a just sense of its diffi- 
culty and importance properly inspires. But hav- 
ing submitted to the Senate a proposition which, if 
adopted, would, I flatter myself, exert no small in- 
fluence on this great interest; and as the friends of 
the administration (myself among the number) 
have been accused of entertaining visionary, im- 
practicable, and pernicious notions, in regard to a 
reform of the currency, I must beg the indulgence 
of the Senate while I state, with as much precision 
as I may, the views of that reform which I enter- 
tain, and which have determined the shape of the 
proposition now under their consideration. 
In discussing the question of a reform of the 

currency, it is necessary to settle our ideas clearly 
as to two things: first, the nature and extent of the 
end to be aimed at; secondly, the means by which 
itis tobe attained. If I am asked, what is the 
end I propose—whether I am in favor of a specie 
circulation exclusively, and the total suppression of 
bank paper, I answer, No. Even if such an ob- 
ject were desirable, it is plainly impracticable. In 

the present state of commercial progress and re- 
finement throughout the world, it would, probably, 

be impracticable any where; butin this country, and 

under our system of government especially, it is 

obviously wholly unattainable. Whether right or 

wrong, we find twenty-six independent State Le- 

gislatures possessed of the power to create bank- 

mg corporations. Whatever speculative doubts 

may exist in the minds of some as to the constitu- 
‘tional validity of this power, the States now actu- 
ally possess and exercise it, as they have invariably 

done from the foundation of the Government, and 

there is not the slightest probability that they will 

ever be divested of it. In every sober and practi- 

cal scheme of policy, we must proceed upon the 

assumption that this independent State power will 

remain. How, then, can the banking system be 

suppressed by this Government? Such a notion, 

if entertained any where, would indeed be Utopi- 

‘an and visionary. 

My object, then, would be, not the destruction of 

the ‘banking system and the total suppression of 
bank paper, but an efficient regulation of it, and its 
restriction to safe and proper limits; not the exclu- 
sive use of specie asa circulating medium, but such 

« substantial enlargement and general diffusion of 
it, in actual circulation, as would make it the prac- 

tical currency of common life, the universal me- 

dium of ordinary transactions—in short, the mo- 

ney of the farmer, the mechanic, the laborer, and 

the tradesman; while the merchant should be left 

in the enjoyment of the facilities of'a sound and re- 
stricted paper currency for his larger operations. 

Such a reformation in the currency as this, would, 
in my opinion, be productive of the most beneficial 
results. 
classes of society for the products of their labor, 
against the casualties incident to the paper system. 
The laborer, in returning to the bosom of his fa- 
mily from his weekly toil, would no longer find his 
slumbers broken by the apprehension that the hard 


“esynings of the week, perhaps the accumulation of 
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long years of honest industy, might be dissipated in 
a moment, by the explosion of a bank, or the burst- 
ing of some paper bubble. It would give security, 
to a great extent, to the whole body of the commu- 
nity, against those disastrous fluctuations in the 
value of property and contracts, which arise from 
the ebbs and flows of an unrestricted paper curren- 
cy. It would give security to the banks themselves, 
by providing them in the daily internal circulation 
of the country, an abundant and accessible fund for 
recruiting their resources, whenever they should be 
exposed to an extraordinary pressure. f 

This, sir, is the happy state of things we might 
promise ourselves from replacing (as it is the aim 
of the proposition which I have had the honor to 
submit, to do,) all bank bills under the denomina- 
tion of twenty dollars with a solid circulation of 
gold and silver. Is there any thing wild, any thing 
visionary, any thing pernicious, in such a system of 
currency as this? It has the sanction, Mr. Presi- 
dent, of the profoundest writers on questions of po- 
litical economy, and has received the practical as- 
sent of the wisest nations. I am well aware that 
it would ill become me to present for the considera- 
tion of the Senate any scheme which was not thus 
tested and approved. Of all the writers who have 
treated and examined questions of this character, 
none possess so high an authority as the author of 
the “Wealth of Nations.” It has been well and 
justly said, that Adam Smith had done for the sci- 
ence of political economy what Bacon and Newton 
had done for physical science, and Sydney and 
Locke for the science of government, and the fun- 
damental principles of civil and political liberty. 
His work, appearing contemporaneously with the 
American revolution, was deeply imbued with the 
free spirit, and the large and vigorous thought, which 
so remarkably distinguished that great era. He 
came forth as the zealous and powerful champion 
of free trade, the inflexible opponent of monopoly 
and restriction in all their multiplied forms, the ar- 
dent advocate of every thing that is liberal, gene- 
rous, and popular, in the institutions of society and 
the intercourse of nations. No work has ever ex- 
erciced so large an influence for good on the policy 
and destiny of nations, and none, I am sure, con- 
sidering the stamp of liberty as well as wisdom im- 
pressed upon it, is better entitled to the respect of an 
assembly of American legislators. Adam Smith, 
by a strange mistake, has been held up, rather op- 
probriously, as the advocate of a paper system—as 
the founder, in fact, of the paper school! Sir, there 
can be no greater mistake than this. While he 
recognised the utility of a judicious system of bank- 
ing, in liberating and putting into productive em- 
ployment capital which would otherwise remain 
dead and inactive, and the facilities itis calculated 
to afford to commerce, he yet insists that the gene- 
ral circulation of the country should be of gold and 
silver. 

As the general principles he has laid down on 
the subjects of banking and currency continue still 
to be appealed to by the enlightened writers who 
have followed him, as affording the soundest expo- 
sition of those subjects, whatever modifications of 
subordinate points may have been made by subse- 
quent inquirers, I will give to the Senate, and prin- 
cipally in the words of Adam Smith himself, an 
outline of his system ðf currency. After speaking 
of the advantages to be expected from a judicious 
and properly conducted system of banking, he says 


expressly, that “ the commerce and industry of a. 


country are not so secure when suspended, as it 
were, on the Daedalian wings of paper money, as 
when they travel about on the solid ground of gold 
and silver.” He says, therefore, it is the policy of 
wise Governments “ to guard, not only against that 
excessive multiplication of paper money which 
ruins the very banks which issue it, but even 
against that multiplication of it which enables them 
to fill the greater part of the circulation of the coun- 
try with it.” ..He then proceeds to shew that “ the 
circulation of every country may be considered as 
divided into two different branches: the circulation 
of the dealers with one another, and the circulation 
between the dealers and consumers.” His next 
position. is, “ that paper money may be so regu- 
lated as either to confine itself very much to the 


_ circulation between the different dealers, or to ex- | 


tend itself likewise to a great part of that between 
the dealers and consumers.” This regulation is 
effected by fixing the denomination of the notes per- 
mitted to be issued. “Jt were better,” he adds, 
“ that no bank notes were issued in any part of the 
kingdom for a smaller sum than five pounds. Paper 
money would then contine itself to the circulation 
between the different dealers; and where this is 
the case, he says, “there is always plenty of gold 
and silver.” “ But where it extends itself to a con- 
siderable part of the circulation between dealers 
and consumers, it banishes gold and silver almost 
entirely from the country.” The system of Adam 
Smith, then, resolves itself into this: that the circula- 
tion between dealer and dealer may be of paper,but that 
the circulation between dealer and consumer should be 
of the precious metals; that this result ought to be se- 
cured by prohibiting the issue of bank notes fora less 
sum than five pounds, and that if such a restriction 
be adopted, there “will always be plenty of gold 
and silver” in circulation, performing all the offices 
of exchange in the “ordinary transactions” of so- 
ciety, while the use of paper would be confined to 
commercial operations of a larger scale. Instead 
of being the advocate, far less the founder, of an 
unrestricted paper system, he urges the necessity of 
confining it to commercial accommodation in the 
larger transactions between dealer and dealer. He 
is in favor of the suppression of all bank notes un- 
der five pounds; whereby gold and silver will fill 
the ordinary channels of circulation, and become, 
in fact, the common practical currency of the 
country. 

But this system does not rest on the authority of 
Adam Smith alone. Not to mention the illustrious 
names or the policy of other enlightened nations in 
support of it, it has received the successive sanction 
of a long line of the ablest practical statesmen in 
England. It isa remarkable fact, that the great 
work of Adam Smith having appeared in 1776, the 
Parliament of Great Britain, in the very next year, 
passed a law prohibiting all bankers from issuing 
notes under the denomination of five pounds. This 
continued to be the legislative policy of that country 
till the memorable year of 1797, when, in consequence 
of the exigencies and embarrassments of that tremen- 
dous conflict, growing out of the French revolution, 
which desolated and convulsed Europe for more than 
twenty years, the Bank of England, with the sanc- 
tion of the Government, suspended specie payments, 
and, at the same time, resorted to an issue’of ones 
pound and two-pound notes. As soon, however, 
as the war was at an end, and the country was in a 
situation to admit of the resumption of specie pay- 
ments by the bank, the enlightened statesmen of 
England recurred to the prohibition of all notes un- 
der the denomination of five pounds. This return 
to a sound policy, however, was not accomplished, 
nor has it been maintained, without encountering a 
strenuous and persevering opposition. 

There is something so instruetive in the history 
of this reform of the currency mn England, that it 
deserves to-be traced somewhat more in detail. In 
1819, a law was passed directing a complete re- 
sumption of specie payments by the bank in three 
years, to wit, in 1822; and at the same time 
it was enacted that in two years after, to wit, 
in 1824, all small notes under the denomina? 
tion of five pounds should be prohibited, The 
first provision was carried fully into effect at the 
designated period; but, such was the infiuence 
of the country bankers, and other associated inte- 
rests, that, before the appointed time for the sup- 
pression of the small notes arrived, the latter provi- 
sion was repealed, and the final suppression of the 
small notes was adjourned to 1833, the year of the 
expiration of the charter of the Bank of England. 
But the great commercial convulsion of 1825, which 
swept banks, merchants, farmers, every thing be- 
fore it, with the destructive fury of a tornade, soon 
after occurred, and forcibly “admonished Eritish 
statesmen of the necessity of seeking a remeđy—in 
part, at least—in a more solid ce i 


; : ution of their 
currency. Accordingly, in the beginning of 1826, 


‘Lord Liverpool and Mr. Robinson, the one the 


First Lord of the Treasury, the other the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, introduced and carried a bill 


‘providing for the prohibition, after April, 1829, of 


all small notes under the denomination of five 
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pounds. This law. was stoutly and zealously op- 
posed at the time of its enactment, and repeated at- 
tempts were subsequently made to procure its re- 
peal, before the period fixed for its operation. But 
these efforts were happily unavailing; and the doc- 
trine of Adam Smith, in regard to the prohibition 
of all notes under the denomination of five pounds, 
re-established in 1829, after experiencing the bitter 
fruits of a temporary departure from it, may now 
be considered as the final and settled policy of the 
British Government. It has received the sanction 
and support of her ablest statesmen—of Liverpool, 
of Peel, of Canning, of Huskisson, of Brougham, 
of Wellington; all of whom, upon the fullest expe- 
rience and consideration, have, from time to time, 
bome their testimony to the value and importance 
of this essential restriction upon a paper circulation. 

And what has been the result in practice? Why, 
to give to the people of England virtually a metal- 
liċ currency; for gold and silver form there the 
daily habimal medium of all ordinary transactions. 
A bank note, except on special occasions, is a sort 
of phenomenon. On this point we have pre- 
cise in:ormation. It appears, from statistical re- 
turns referred to by the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer in the House of Commons, a few years ago, 
that the amount of gold then in circulation was 
£22,000,000, (twenty-two millions of pounds ster- 
ling,) and of silver £8,000,000, (eight millions of 
pounds sterling.) I do not speak of gold and silver 
locsed up in the vaults of banks; but of that which 
passes daily from hand to hand, in the ordinary 
transactions of business. Mr. Gallatin, in his in- 
structive pamphlet on the currency, published in 
1830, states the metallic circulation of England at 
precisely the same amount. Allowing nothing for 
any augmentation since, the people of England 
have, then, an actual circulating medium of gold 
and silverto the amount of about one hundred and 
fifty milliors of dollars. The Secretary of the 
Treasury, (who, doubtless, has access to the most 
authentic sources of information on the subject, ) in 
his annual report at the commencement of the ses- 
sion, states the whole paper circulation of Eng- 
land, at this time, at one hundred and fifty-two 
millions of dollars. We may, therefore, conclude 
that what Mr. Gallatin says, in the pamphlet just 
referred to, is substantially correct—that, “by the 
suppression of all notes of a less denomination than 
#5 sterling, the amount of the circulating me- 
tallic currency in England has become equal to that 
of bank notes of every description.” One-hali of 
the entire circulation consists of gold and silver, 
constantly passing from hand to hand, and per- 
forming all the offices of exchange in the ordinary bu- 
siness of life, and thus forming, in fact, the practi- 
cal currency of the country. It is this large infu- 
sion of the precious metals which has preserved the 
ourrency of England, in the main, in a healthy 
condition, under a system of banking which her 
Prime Minister himself (Lord Liverpool,) in 1826, 
pronounced to be, in other respects, “ the most in- 
secure, the most rotten, the very worst, which it is 
possible to conceive.” Much has been said re- 
cently, I know, Mr. President, of great commercial 
embarrassments in England, which are attributed 
by many toa deranged state of her currency. 
These embarrassments, in my opinion, are viewed 
in much too serious a light; but, if they were not, 
it must be borne in mind that all commercial coun- 
tries, however solid the constitution of their curren- 
cy, will occasionally be visited by revulsions in 
trade. If, too, they are to be considered as indi- 
cating a derangement in the currency of England, 
the source of that derangement is to be found in 
those defects of her system of banking which were 
referred to by Lord Liverpool as making it so in- 
secure and precarions, and, not, surely, in that sa- 
lutary check, the prohibition of small notes. | On 
the contrary, the abundance of gold and silve- 
which that restriction secures in the common cireur 
lation of the country, is the great preservative of 
the system, and the anchor which enablesitto ride in 
safety amid fluctuations and tempests that might 
otherwise overwhelm or subvert it. 

It is this abundant supply of the precious metals, 
filling and saturating the ordinary channels of cir- 
culation, which I desire to see brought about in our 
own country. That is the end to be aimed at. 
‘What are the means by which it iste be accomplished? 
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We have seen that in England it has been:accom- 
plished by the prohibition of all bank notes of a 
less denomination than £5. Similiar means 
will, doubtless, accomplish the same end here; 
and, I must add, nothing else will. It isin vain 
to expect to bring gold and silver coins into 
circulation, without a previous suppression of 
all notes of corresponding denominations, The 
reason is obvious. If there exist in any country 
two distinct currencies, both of them answering 
equally well the purposes of domestic circulation, 
but one of them possessing only a local value, con- 
fined to the country of its emission, while the other 
has a universal and: equal value throughout the 
world, the latter will necessarily go abroad into the 
commerce of the world, in quest of the riches and 


productions of foreign nations, leaving the former . 


at home to perform an office which it does equally 
as well, though it would be wholly without use or 
value abroad. The total incompatibility, therefore, 
of a paper and metallic currency of the same deno- 
minations has grown into an axiom. Edmund 
Burke, (whose sagacity in questions of this sort is 
well known,) at the memorable period of the bill 
brought forward by Mr. Pitt for the suspension of 
specie payments by the Bank of England, in 1797, 
in a letter written during his last illness, to Mr. 
Canning, which the latter gentleman brought most 
touchingly to the notice of the House of Commons, 
in a debate of great interest and instruction on this 
whole subject, at a much inore recent period, 
(1826,) used these memorable words: ‘Tell Mr. 
Pitt that, if he consents to the issue of one-pound 
notes, he will never see a guineaagain.” ‘The pro- 
phecy, sir, became history. Noone saw a guinea 
in circulation in England while the bank continued 
the issue of one-pound notes. 

In 1828, when a great struggle again took place 
in the British Parliament, on the final consumma- 
tion of the effort to restore a metallic currency, 
there was not a single distinguished man who did 
not bear his testimony to the truth of Mr. Burke’s 
axiom. The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, 
on that occasion, “there was a natural antipathy be- 
tween the one-pound note and the sovereign. ‘They 
would not exist together, for the note soon drove 
the sovereign out of circulation.” The Duke of 
Wellington, who was eminently a practical man, 
and spoke from the teachings of experience, said, 
“the experience of the last few years had proved the 
truth of the theory, that one-pound notes and gold 
sovereigns would not circulate at the same time. If 
you are tohave gold in circulation, you cannot 
have one pound notes.” Mr. Huskisson, whose 
familiarity with questions of this sort was the re- 
sult of profound studies, as well as matured experi- 
ence, said, still more pointedly, “when the paper is 
let in, the gold will disappear. ‘They might vote 
the money; they might coin it; but how could they 
retain it in the country?” This remark applies 
most forcibly to our present situation. We have 
voted the metallic money; we have coined it; but it 
will not circulate. Since we corrected, by law, the 
undervaluation of the gold coins, (but little more 
than two years ago,) the quantity of gold in the 
country, according to the late annual report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, has increased fifteen 
millions. We have coined at our own mint, within 
that time, according to the same authority, ten mil- 
lions of gold. But where is it? In the vaults of 
the banks, or hoarded by individuals! and we shall 
never see it in circulation, until we have opened 
the way for it by a previous suppression of the 
small notes. If we mean to do any thing practical 
and effectual for introducing a more general circu- 
lation of specie, we must begin at the right end, by 
first putting down the small note circulation. 

his is the true policy of the Government, and 
is that practical reform of the currency which has 
been steadily held in view by the present adminis- 
tration and its friends. The honorable Senator 
from Massachusetts (Mr. Webster) discovered 
great solicitude to know what is to be the system of 
policy of the new administration upon this subject. I 
have no means of knowing, Mr. President, which that 
gentleman does not equally possess. It is general- 
ly, supposed, however, that the coming administra- 
tion will, in the main, conform its policy to the 
exemplar of the present. The inquiry of the hono 
rable gentleman, then, may be satisfied, by shows 


ing him what has been the policy of: the present 
administration; and that cannot be better, stated 
than in the words of our venerable and patriotic 
Chief Magistrate himself. I beg the indulgence of 
the Senate while I read a very unequivocal and 
explicit passage on this subject in the President’s 
message of the last year. In that document, he 
says: E : niets 
“Tt has been seen that, without the agency of a great money- 
ed monopoly, the revenue can be collected, and conveniently 
and safely applied to all the purposes of the public expenditure. 
It isaleo ‘ascertained that, instead of being: necessarily made to 
promote the evils of an unchecked paper aysiem, the manage- 
ment of the revenue can be made auxiliary to the reform which 
the Legislatures ef several of the States have already com- 
menced in regard to the suppression of small bills, and which. 
hasonly to be fostered by proper regulations on the part of 
Congress to secureapracticalreturn, to the extent required 
for the security of the currency, to the constitutional medium. 
Severed from the Government as political engines, and not 
susceptible of dengerous extension and combination, the Strate 
banks will not be tempted, nor will they have the power which 
we have ecen exercised, to divert the public funds from the-le- 
gitimate purposes of the Government. The collection and 
Custody of the revenue being, on the contrary, a source of credit 
to them, will increase the eecnrity which the States. provide for 
a faithful execution of their trusts, by multiplying theserw 
tinies to which their operations and accounts will be subjected, 
Thus disposed, as well from interest as the obligations of their 
charters, it cannot be doubted that such conditions as Congress 
may see fit to adopt respecting the deposites in these institu- 
tiens, with a view to the gradual disuse of the small bills, 
will be cheerfully complied with; and that we shall soon gain, 
in place of the Bank of the United States, a practical reform 
in the whole paper system of the country. If, by this policy, 
we can ultimately witness the suppression of all bank bills 


below twenty dollars, it ‘is apparent that gold and silver will 
take their place; and become the principal circulating medium 
in the common business of the farmers and mechanics of the 
country, The attainment of such a result will form an erain 
the history of our country, which will be dwelt upon with de 
light by every true friend of its liberty and independence. ° 
will lighten the great tax which our paper system has 60 Jo It 
collected from the earnings of labor, and do more to revive ang 
perpetuate those habits of economy and simplicity which hd 


so congenial to the character of republicans, than all the leare 
lation which haa yet been attempted,” gis- 


Here we have a complete delineation of the 
policy of the administration on this great question 
of the currency. Neither the President, nor the 
body of his friends, have proposed a total suppres- 
sion of bank paper, or an exclusive metallic cur- 
rency; but, to use his own words, they have desired 
to see “a practical reform in the banking system, by 
the ultimate suppression of all bank bills below 
twenty dollars; so that gold and silver might take 
their place, and become the principal circulating 
medium in the common business of the farmers 
and mechanics of the country.” This, he vex- 
pressly declares, would be “a practical return, {to 
the extent required for the security of the currency, 10 
the constitutional medivm;” and the attainment ` 
of which, he adds, “will form an era in. the 
history of our country, which will be dwelt upon 
with delight by every true friend of its liberty and 
independence.” There is nothing in the. Treasury 
Circular inconsistent with this interpretation of 
the policy of the administration. That measure, 
as I have already said, was an, occasional and 
temporary act, resorted to under.a peculiar emer- 
gency, till the power of Congress.could be inter- 
posed to apply a more systematic remedy, and 
cannot be considered as a departure from a settled 
and general line of policy. On the contrary, the 
President, in his message at the commencement of 
the present session, expressly recurs to the sup- 
pression of the lower denominations of bank notes, . 
by the concurrent legislation of the General and 
State Governments, as forming “ the true policy 
of the country,” by which only “a larger portion 
of the precious metals can be infused into our eir- 
culating medium.” No other plan can be. effec- 
tual for the accomplishment of such a result; and, 
until it shall be adopted, all that may be said, how- 
ever glowing and fascinating, of the advantages of 
a metallic circulation, will prove but barren the- 
ory, and delusive and unprofitable generality. 
You may bring gold and silver into the country, 
and pile them mountains high in your banks; but, 
without the suppression of the small notes, they 
will never circulate in the business of society, and 
will always be exposed to be drawn. off by the ab- 
sorbing currents of foreign trade. The object of a 
rational policy is, to bring them into daily and 
active use, invigorating and sustaining the pur- 
suits of industry, and not to have them, like the an- 
cient household relics described by the poet, “wisely 
kept for show.” ` 

‘The question then, is, by what means in our 
power this great object of the suppression. of tha 
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Small notes may be promoted or accomplistied. Tt 
is through the collection and management of the 
public revenue only, that the agency of this Govern- 
ment Gan, at “present, be usefully interposed. By 
refusing to receive in payment of the public dues, 
the notes ôf all banks ‘which shall issue bills of the 
lower denominations, as is proposed by the resolu- 


tion I have had the honor to submit, a strong in-. 


ducement of interest will be had out to the leading 
State banks to discontinue their smaller issues. The 
eonsideration of the credit and more general cur- 
rency given to their paper, by a receivability in 
payment of the revenue, would; doubtless, induce 
‘more or less of them to conform to the standard 
which shall be established in this respect by the le- 
gislation of Congress. But my reliance is not so 
much upon the operation of this measure per se, as 
upon the moral influence it is calculated to exert 
upon the policy of the States. They have the com- 
plete power to prohibit, by law, the emission and 
circulation of the smaller notes; and I cannot doubt, 
if this Government shall hold up to them a stan- 
dard deemed indispensable to the purification and 
reform of the currency, that that power will, in 
process of time, be exerted so as to second and ren- 
der effectual the policy of our legislation here. 
Have we not every encouragement, in what hasal- 
teady taken place, to hope for such a result? It is 
only a few years ago that but three of the States, 
according to Mr. Gallatin, (Pennsylvania, Mary- 
land, and Virginia,) had prohibited the issue of 
notes under five dollars. But, since that time, it 
has been the policy of the General Government, in 
the collection and management of the public reve- 
nues, to discountenance bank notes under that de- 
nomination. -And what has been the result? We 
have seen the States, one by one, successively con- 
forming to the example, till now a majority of them 
have prohibited all bank notes under the denomina- 
tion of five dollars. The confidence I feel in the 
enlightened patriotism of the State Governments, 
and in the popular intelligence and virtue which 
control them, gives me every assurance that an ap- 
peal to their co-operation in so great and noble a 
work will not be in vain, especially when they shall 
have before them a sober and practical exhibition 
of the probable results of the policy in which their 
concurrence is invited. 

Let us, then, inquire what is likely to be the ex- 
tent of the effect which will be pene on the cur- 
rency by the successive prohibition of all notes 
under five, ten, and twenty dollars, respectively, 
Mr. Gallatin, whose skill in questions of this sort is 
universally admitted, in his able pamphlet on the 
currency, Written in 1830, estimated the reduction 
in the amount of the paper circulation which would 
arise, at that time, from the suppression of all notes 
under five dollars, at sia millions; and that likely to 
be produced by a suppression of the notes under 
ten dollars, at about seven millions; making an ag- 
gregate of thirteen millions of dollars, and equal to 
one-fifth-of the whole paper circulation of the coun- 
try. Another highly respectable authority on Ameri- 
ean banking, (Gouge,) estimates, in 1831, the 
amount of notes under five dollars then in circula- 
tion at seven millions; and of notes under ten dollars 
at ten millions; making an aggregate of seventeen 
millions. But let us take Mr. Gallatin’s estimate, 
and suppose that the suppression of the notes under 
five and ten dollars would, together, operate a re- 
duction of one-fifth in the whole amount of bank 
paper in circulation. “Let us then suppose, (which, 
I presume, would not be extravagant,) that the sup- 
pression of all notes under ‘twenty dollars, and 
above ten, would produce, in amount, a diminution 
of one-fifth more of the paper circulation, By the 
ultimate sappression of all notes under twenty dol- 
lars, we should then gain an aggregate reduction of 


two-fifths in the whole paper circulation of the coun. . 


try. According to the recent report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, the whole paper circulation of the 
couhtry amounts at this time to 120 millions, two- 
fifths of which would be 48 millions of dollars, 
But, in order to be within sure limits, we will sup- 
pose that the amount of bank paper which would be 
withdrawn from circulation by the suppression of 
all nctes under twenty dollars, would be only 40 
millions. That, of course, would be replaced by 
šu equal amount of gold and silver. How, then, 


would stand the account in the final result? Forty 
millions, taken from the 120 millions of paper circu- 
lation, would leave 80 millions of paper; and added 
to the 28 millions of gold and silver already in cir- 
culation, according to the estimate of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, would give us 68 millions; or (for 
the sake of round numbers, and to compensate libe- 
ral deductions made above) 70 millions of geld and 
silver in active circulation—not dammed up and stag- 
nating in the coffers of the banks, but spread over 
the land, irrigating, refreshing, and fertilizing the 
whole country. 


Such, Mr. President, would be the solid and prac- | 


tical result of the ultimate suppression of all bank 
bills under the denomination of twenty dollars. It 
would give to the eountryinearly one-haif of its 
whole circulation in the precious metals, forming a 
solid and unfailing fund for the payment 6f labor, 
for the buying and selling of the necessaries of life, 
for the great mass of daily transactions, including 
the wants and interests of the farmer, the mechanic, 
and the tradesman; while the other half would con- 
sist of an improved paper currency for the vse and 
accommodation of the merchant, and for the larger 
operations of trade and business. I would ask gen- 
tlemen if such a result is not “a consummation de- 
voutly to be wished?” Would it not, in the glow- 
ing and patriotic language of the President, form 
“an era in the history of the country which would 
be dwelt upon with delight by every truc friend of 
its liberty and independence?” And can we sup- 
pose that the enlightened Legislatures of the States, 
in the view of such a result, pregnant with conse- 
quences so important to the safety, the prosperity, 
and the morals of the whole community, and espe- 
cially to the interesis of those numerous and indas- 
trious classes which form the basis and support of 
our republican system, could be so deaf to the unit- 
edcall of patriotism ard wisdom, as not to lend 
their co-operation in so great and salutary a reform? 
For myself Mr. President, I feel a cheering confi- 
dence that they will give a helping and efficient hand 
to this great work. ‘Fhe Legislature of my own 
State is now engaged in revising her banking sys- 
tem, and I console myseif in the belief that she will 
be among the foremost to vindicate the wisdom and 
patriotism of the State councils from distrust, by 
heartily seconding, in her legislation on the subject, 
our efforts here to establish a sound currency for 
the country. 


But, sir, tiil by the suppression of the small - 


notes the circulation of the country has become 
better filled with the precious metals, I donot think 
it would consist with a just, wise, and paternal po- 
licy on the part of the Government to exact pay- 
ment of its dues in specie exclusively. It could 
not be done, without great hardship to the public 
debtor, and extensive distress and embarrassment 
to the whole community. To demonstrate this, 
nothing more is necessary than to compare the 
amount of specie in circulation with the amount of 
the revenue; for it is conceded now, that if pay- 
ment of one branch ef the reyenue be reauired by 
any permanent regulation to be made in specie, all 
ought to be paid in specie. According to the esti- 
mate of the Secretary of the Treasury, (which ap- 
pears to me a very liberal one,) the whole amount 
of specie in cirenlation ġ ceed twenty- 
eight millio during the 
last year amounted to forty-seven millions; and 
perhaps, with all our efforts to reduce it, it may 
i is. There would 
s to be paid to the 
r of twenty-eight 
millions! To confront the two sums is to show the 
temerity, if not the imps Hity, of the attempt. 
If the public debtors should be thrown upon the 
banks for large amounts of specie, not to be had 
from the circulation of the country, no one can be 
at a loss to perceive to what a disastrous extent the 
business relations and pecuniary conecrns of the 
whole community would be embarrassed and de- 
ranged. And how much of specie, permitme to ask, 
would remain for that immense mass of payments ik 
private transactions, which, according to a practical 
estimate made by Mr. Gallatin, in reference to the 
Tevente collected, and the business done, in the 
city of New York, exceeds more than Jifty times the 
payments to the Government? Nothing, therefore, 


Government, 


can be clearer than that an attempt, with our -pre- 
sent limited metallic circulation, to collect the pub- 
lic revenue in specie alone, would be distressing to 
the last degree, and could not abide the test of that 
public judgnient, without whose approbation no 
system of policy can or ought to stand. f 

The honorable Senator from Missouri, (Mr. 
Benton,) in the able speech made by him in the 
opening of- this discussion—a speech which does 
him great credit, not only for the extent and vari- 
ety of the research displayed by him, but. for, the 
force and ability with which he illustrated his own 
views, (in some of which it is my misfortune to dif- 
fer from him,) brought to the notice of the Senate, 
from the evidence taken before the Committee of 
Secrecy of the House of Commons on the Bank of 
England charter in 1832, the case of a banker at 
Manchester, who paid. out, in the cowrse of the 
year, about six millions of dollars in specie to. the 
operatives of that place. But this was done in a 
country which, as I have already shown, possesses 
an actual circulating metallic cwrency.of one hun- 
dred and fifty million of dollars; whereas our me- 
tallic circulation is but twenty-eight millions! The 
examination of Mr. Samuel Jones Lloyd. (the 
banker referred to) on this point, is so instructive 
in itself, and so strikingly illustrative of the argu- 
ments I have advanced, that 1 beg leave to read 
the whole of that portion of it to the Senate, in the 
form of question and answer in which it is report- 
ed: 

“ Question, You are aware that agreat amount of specie is 
required every week foi the payment of wages at Manchester? 

Answer. A very large amount. $ Ñ 


Question. Can you give the committee any idea of the 
amount? 


"n No, I cannot; but so far as regards the issue of our 
own house, Lshould say that upon the average we pay about 
25,000 sovereigns a week. 

Question. }s tnet a fresh supply of sovereigns in each week, 
or do you obtain it from the circulation of the place? $ 

Answer. We require a continual. fresh supply, hut not, to 
that extent. I think the fresh supply requisite will average 
something less than 10,000 a week. ey 

Question. Before the abolition of the £1 notes, were those 
payments generally made in £1 notes? 

Answer, Entirely. : 

Question, Was the amount then about the same? 

Answer. Quite as large. ; 

Question, You say that about 25,000 a week is what you 
are called upon altogether to pay, and that about 15,000 come 
back into your hands? What do you apprehend becomes of 
the remaining (0,000 sovereigns? , 

Answer. When the £1 notes were in circulation, we could 
trace it pretty accurately, and I believe the course to be the 
same with the sovereigns; they are paid principally in wages. 
‘The work people lay them out in clothing and provisions, and 
those sovereigus pass to the provision dealers;. and.thence into 
the districts trom which the provisions are supplied; the save- 
reigns then pass into the hands of the country bankers in those 
districts, who either send up to London, or return them to 
Manchester, as may be most convenient to them. s 

Question. It does not follow, then, because you are obliged 
to have 10,000 sovereigns from the branch bank, (that is, branch 
of the Bank of England,) that the amount of the circulation 
in Manchester is continually mcereasing at the rate of 10,000 a 
week! 

Answer. No, I do not apprehend it is inc¥easing at all.” 


Wow, sir, let us see how. these large payments in 
specie, in Manchester, are made.. Mr. Lloyd says 
expressly, that, of the 25,000 sovereigns a. week 
paid out by him, 15,000 of them are obtained from 
the circulation of the place, as, through that channel, 
they regularly come back into ‘his hands; that he re- 
quires a fresh supply of about 10,000 sovereigns a 
week, from the bank; but these ten thousand sove- 
reigns are also constantly returning to the bank 
from the circulation of the country. “They are first 
paid by the work people to the provision dealers; 
then by the provision dealers to the farmers, of 
whom they procure their supplies; from the farm- 
ers they pass into the hands of the country bankers, 
who either return them to the branch bank at Man- 
chester, or, what is the same thing in effect, send 
them up to the parent bank at London.. Thus, the 
whole amount of these specie payments is supplied 
by the actual circulating medium of the country— 
a thing easy and convenient enough, and perfectly 
natural, where the amount of gold and silver in 
daily and active circulation is 150,000,000 of dol- 
lars. To make large payments in specie, under 
such circumstances, is attended with no difficulty, 
because specie is the common and habitual curren- 
cy of the country. The metallic circulation of 
England is a perpetual fountain, fed by the streams 


which flow from, and are constantly returning in- 


to, it. But to make payments in specie to the Go- 
vernment alone, of thirty or twenty millions of dol- 
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Jars, or the half or the fourth of those sums, in a 
country whose circulation consists of 120,000,000 
of paper, and of but 28,000,000 of gold and silver, 
is a far different operation. 

Another most important lesson is to be derived 
from. the evidence of Mr. Lloyd. How were these 
payments for wages made in Manchester previous 
to the prohibition of the smallnotes? In sovereigns? 
In gold or silver? Let us return to the examination 
of Mr. Lloyd. 

“Question. Before the abolition of the £1 notes, were those 
payments generally made in £1 notes? 

Answer. Entirely. : 
Question. Wasthe amount then about the same? 
Answer. Quite as large.” 

Previous to the suppression of the small notes, 
then, the whole amount of payments row made in 
gold, were made exclusively in one-pound notes; 
and, but for that suppression, would still be made 
in one-pound notes. While the one-pound. notes 
were in circulation, these payments could not be 
made in gold, because gold was not in circulation. 
Gold was, doubtless, in the country, accumulated 
in. the vaults of banks; but not being in circulation, 
there was no common and accessible fund from 
which it could be readily and conveniently obtained 
for the business of life. It never will be in circula- 
tion until bank notes of the smaller denominations 
have been first suppressed. It is in vain for the 
Government to attempt to bring it into circulation 
by demanding it in payment of the public dues. By 
doing so, the public debtor may be subjected to 
hardship, the banks may be exposed to runs upon 
them for specie, and the business of the community 
may be crippled and deranged. But gold and sil- 
ver will never circulate while bank notes of the 
same denomination are permitted to occupy the 
channels of circulation. “You may call spirits 
from the vasty deep, but will they come?” 

The requisition of specie in payments to the Go- 
vernment will not only not avail to bring gold and 
silver into circulation, but, if insisted on, while gold 
and silver yet form, comparatively, but a small part 
of ‘the actual currency of the country, it will inevi- 
tably have the effect of diminishing their circula- 
tion. While bank paper forms the great mass of 
the currency of the country, if the Government re- 
fuse to receive itin payment of the public dues, and 
demand specie exclusively, the necessary conse- 
quence will be to enhance, to a greater or less ¢x- 
tent, the value of gold and silver in relation to pa- 
per. ‘That being the case, gold and silver will no 
longer circulate freely. Those who have specie 
will. be unwilling to part with it, except ata pre- 
mium; and those who have notes will be anxious 
to convert them into specie. Hoarding of the pre- 
cious metals will then commence, and but little of 
them be seen in circulation. No one, I presume, 
Mr. President, attaches much importance to. the 
collection of the public revenue in specie, as an ul- 
timate object, if it can be made equally safe by other 
means. It is only as an instrument of purifying 
and. correcting the currency, that it deserves the 
consideration of a practical statesman. ‘The great 
object is not to amass specie in the public treasury, 
er in the vaults of banks, but to diffuse its health- 
ful currents through the business of society, and to 
bring it into active circulation arnong the people. 
This can only be effected by the previous suppres- 
sion of the small notes; and any attempt by the 
Government, before that ıs done, to collect its reve- 
nues in specie, instead of promoting and extending 
the circulation of gold and silver, tends directly to 
narrow and diminish their circulation. . 

The indiscriminate refusal of bank paper in pay- 
ment of the public dues might, in the present condi- 
tion of the country, be attended with other serious 
hazards. We have heard a great deal recently, 
Mr. President, of the pecuniary panic and distress 
prevailing in England and Ireland, and of the ex- 
tensive commercial embarrassments felt there. 
These embarrassments, (in Ireland, especially, ) 
seem to have arisen mainly from this very circum- 
stance of a refusal to receive the paper of solvent 
panks in collections of the public revenue. Tt ap- 

ears that some of the collectors of the customs 
had arbitrarily refused the bills of the Provincial 
Bank of Ireland. Thereupon, a ran upon the 
bank immediately commenced, which, nevertheless, 
weathered the storm. The panic spread in regard 
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to other institutions, which though solvent, were 
compelled to stop payment; and a general scene of 
confusion, alarm, and embarrassment ensued. But 
I will give the details in an exiract from an English 
paper, which has been republished extensively in all 
our principal journals. Here it is: 

“The pressure was yet severe, not only threughout England, 
but in Ireland. Inthe latter country there had been a panic, at- 
tended by several severe comu jal disasters. This panic 
was commence dby the collectors of the customs at Newry, and 
some other places, rel the Wills ofthe Provincial Bank of 
Ireland. Arun upon the Bank was the inevitable and imme- 
diate consequence. The solvency ofthe bank, however, had 
never been questioned, and wes finaly attested by the result. 
The panic spread in r to other institutions, and the Dub- 
lin Agricultural Bar pped payment on the 15th. Strong 
were made by One gentieman, 
Mr. Gresham, sent in s of the bank are 
siated at 240,6 

“This | 
now has 5,090 pariner 
over the county 1 of which 
standing the soireney of ik 
operate fearful injury? 

All this pecuniary 
ramified as it aftcr 
refusal, by off} 
the notes of as 


by 2.170 partners. It 
£ branches scattered all 
course. Bul, notwith 
tution dis suspension will 


g and distress, widely 
iginated in the 
of the Govermnent, ta receive 
nak in payment of the pub- 
He revente. . President, we shall, by a 
sweeping law, refuse to receive the paper of all 
banks, however sound, in discharge of the public 
dues, will there not be danger of similar conse- 
quences? Might it not operate, to a certain extent, 
as a discredit of all bank paper, exposing the insti- 
tutions which issue it to severe runs, and the com- 
munity at large to consequential pressure and em- 
barrassment? At all events, there would be heavy 
demands upon the banks for the specie requisite in 
payments to the Government, which the limited 
metallic circulation of the country would be 
wholly inadequate to supply. Would it be just or 
wise in the Government, in the present condition of 
the currency, with a Shylock severity to demand its 
pound of flesh? Would not such a course tend to 
produce, instead of averting, the catastrophe which 
appears to be dreaded by some? 

T should be as little disposed, Mr. President, as 
any member of this body, to hazard the safety of 
the public revenue by any undue laxity in regard 
to its collection. ‘Che proposition I have had the 
honor to submit provides studiously for the securi- 
ty of the revenue. Tt not only does not allow the 
notes of any ba to be received, but such as 
are promptly redeemed in specie—sudject, too, to 
important restrictions in regard to their denomina- 
tions—but it oressly declares that no notes 
whatever sb be recgived which the banks in 
which they are to he deposited shall not agree to 
pass at once to the credit of the United States as 
cash. This guaranty of the deposite banks con- 
yerts the whole of the public collections, virtually, 
into specie; and when it is recollected that the Sc- 
cretary of the Treasury is empowered, whenever 
he thinks it necessary, to obtain from them a spe- 
cial and supplementary security for the public de- 
posites, the solidity of the guaranty may be re- 
posed upon with confidence. 

It is objected to ibis 
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men, that it puts it in power of the deposite 
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pe received by the Government in payment of its 
revennes. The absolute responsibility of the depo- 
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this subject, and to guard against any arbitrary or 
wanton abuse of their discretion by the deposite 
banks, 1 have, by a modification of my original re- 
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solution, placed them, in this regard, expressly un- 
der the sapervision and control of the Secretary of 
the Treasury. 2a 

While.the proposition I have had the honor to 
submit provides, as I believe, in the amplest man- 
manner, for the security of the public revenue, it 
pays a due regard to the interests of the great body 
of the community. - An inflexible exaction of gold 
and silver in payments to the Government, in. the 
present condition of the circulating. medium, it 
seemed to me, would involve a necessary and seri- 
ous derangement to the whole business and com- 
merce of the country. ‘These interests I believe to 
be more or less common to all. I am not one.of 
those who sce a natural enmity and inherent incom- 
patibility between the interests of different classes 
of men; I do not belong to that school of philoso- 
phy which divides society horizontally, the upper 
portion pressing upon the lower with the weight of 
its incwnbent mass, while the latter is constantly 
striving to throw off the load by violent and vindic- 
tive struggles. This is the bellum omnium in omnia 
which forms no part either of my philosophy or my 
feelings. No, sir; my theory assigns a perpendicu- 
lar stratification to society, placing allits component 
parts side by side on the same platform of equality, 
with common rights, common interests, and com- 
mon duties, mutually giving and receiving support 
by their juxtaposition. In this aspect, the interests 
of the merchant, the farmer, the mechanic, the la- 
borer, are the same; what promotes the prosperity’ 
of one, redownds to the advantage of each. 

In regard to the effect upon the currency, the 
proposition I have had the honor to submit, if 
adopted, would prove in some degree instrumental, 
I trust, in promoting that great reform which has 
been so impressively recommended by the patriotic 
Chief Magistrate of the nation, and which, at the 
moment when he is about to close a long and glo- 
rious career of public service, in a hallowed retire- 
ment, “by alla nation’s wishes blest,” may well 
form the object of his ardent vows for his country.. 
That reform seeks, by the substitution of gold and 
silver in place of the lower denominations of bank 
paper, to make the precious metals the familiar 
currency of common life. But this object can be 
fully accomplished only by the ultimate suppres- 
sion of all notes under twenty dollars; five dollar 
notes and half eagles will not circulate together; 
the ten dollar note must be put down, before the 
eagle can take its place. vole 

ĮI am aware, Mr. President, that our position is 
not exempt from difficulties and dangers. But I 
see in them nothing to create alarm, far less to ex- 
cite despondeney; but every thing to rouse the de- 
volion and energy of the patriot. With. whatever 
embarrassments we may be beset, there is a re- 
deeming power in the virtue and intelligence of 
the American people, which will conduct us in 
safety and triumph through them all. Some gen- 
tlemen, I find, still fondly recur to their favorite 
prescription of a national bank as the panacea, for 
all our ills. In my humble judgment, sir, the 
remedy is far worse than the disease. The pro- 
tection of a national bank would be “such protec- 
tion as vultures give to lambs.” No, sir: let us, 
rather invoke the protection of our guardian and 
victorious bird, the American cagle, the emblem of 
our freedom and strength. An able and experi- 
enced member of the House of Commons, speak- 
ing of the inherent tendencies of the banking sys- 
tem, said, “there is in it an inevitable, tendency. to 
over-issues of paper, without a constant, sentinel 
keeping watch upon it, and that. sentinel?’ (for 
them) “was the metallic sovereign in. constant cir- 
culation. The American metallic eagle, in active 
circulation, will perform the same tutelary. office 
for us; and with such other provisions as the. prac- 
tical and sagacious spirit of American-legislation 
shall devise, will finally, I firmly believe, place 
our currency on 2 footing which, for convenience 
and security united, will rival any other under the 
sun. ; 

Let the State Legislatures proceed firmly and 
vigorously in the suppression of the small.notes. 1 
believe they will. They have the highest motives 
which can address themselves to human. action to 
accomplish thisgreatreform. Let them subject all 
banks, both old and new, to efficient. regulation; ley, 
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fhem regard with jealousy every proposition for an 
tnerease of banks, and yield to none which is not 
ioundéd on broad considerations of public utility; 
let them impose strict, practical limitations -both 
upon their issues and their discounts;. let them pro- 
vide for frequent periodical scrutinies into their con- 
dition; and, above ail, let them retain in their own 
hands a constant power of correcting abuses, and 
of protecting, in every emergency, the interests of 
he community. 7 

‘It is this principle of legislative regulation, and 
control over banking institutions, which constitutes 
the distinctive feature of American policy. It is 
the result of the practical character of the American 
mind; and Iam happy to perceive that the people 
of older countries—~of England especially—are turn- 
ing to us for lessons and examples in this branch of 
the public economy. In that country, beyond the 
65 miles from London, which define the limits of 
the Bank of England monopoly, numerous broods 
of joint stock companies and private bankers have 


` sprung up, without regulation by law, without limi- 


tation of number, without restriction as to their 
issues or discounts, and without responsibility to the 
public authority. The consequence has been, that 
this branch of their system has run into wild disor- 
der and confusion. They now sce that the privi- 
lege, of issuing money, of whatever kind, is an essen- 
tial branch of the public sovereignty, and, like eve- 
ry other delegated power of that sort, it must be 
subjected to regulation, to inspection, to responsi- 
bility. This is a lesson they have learned from 
us; and it is gratifying to see that, on another 
fundamental point, the most enlightened minds 
in that. country are coming to the same con- 
clusion that we have. attained. ‘They begin to 
see that the monopoly of the Bank of England, 
as that of the Bank of the United States here, is a 
dangerous monopoly; that the dominion of such an 
institution over the circulation is a power more of 
evil than good; and that it must be brought down 
to the level of competition with other solid institu- 
tions, The opinions of the two countries, on this 
great. concern of the currency, are mutually ap- 
proximating, and settling down upon a common 
system. They are learning from us the necessary 
checks and controls of a paper currency; we from 
them, I trust, the value and importance of an en- 
larged metallic circulation. I repeat, then, there is 
nothing in our present situation to excite alarm or 
despondency, whatever occasion there may be for 
Vigilance and caution. Let us look our dangers 
steadily in the face, but let us not be dismayed by 
them. Let us grapple with the difficulties which 
may oppose us, in a spirit of strenuous and deter- 
mined patriotism, and we shall triumph over and 
subdue them. In conclusion, let me say to the po- 
litical friends, with whom I have had the honor to 
act in trying times, that, after having successfully 
dissipated so many panics raised under other aus- 
pices, we shall not, 1 trust, at last become the vic- 
tims of a panic of our own creation. 


maeman 
SPEECH OF MR. CUSHMAN, 


Or New Hamrsurre, 


In the House of Representatives, Jan. 12, 1837—On 
the motion of Mr. Lawrence for an indefinite 
postponement of the bill reported by the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Méans, to reduce the revenue 
down to the wants of the Government. 

Mr. Speaker: The gentleman from Massachu- 
setts (Mr. Lawrence) has asked, in a very strong 
and emphatic manner, whether there is any mem- 
ber from New Hampshire, as well as from some 
other States in New England, who will rise in his 
place, and declare himself to be in favor of the 
principles contained in the report of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, relative to a modification of 
the “tariff,” so as to bring the revenue down to 
the actual wants of the Government? Ata time 
like the present, when, by a wise and judicious 
administration of the General Government for the 
last eight years, the public debt has been entirely 
extinguished, a surplus revenue of more than forty 
millions has been accumulated, it appears to me 
that the sentiments contained in’ that report are 
such as ought at once to be responded to by every 
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true-hearted American. That the principles con- 
tained in that report are the sentiments of a great 
majority of the people of New Hampshire, I have 
not the least doubt. . . 

Yes, sir, I think that I should do my constituents 
great injustice, should I neglect to declare here in 
my place, and on this occasion, that their opinion 
is, that lus reform should have been completed at 
the commencement of the last session of Con- 
gress. . T am wholly ignorant of their wants, if their 
wishes and desires are not in favor of reducing the 
revenue at once to the wants of an economical 
Government, and for limiting the sales of the 
public lands also to actual settlers. A large ma- 
jority of that people believe that government is 
instituted for the general good of the whole com- 
munity, and that the Government should carry on 
its operations upon the principles of a close and 
rigid economy. That no more money should be 
abstracted from the pockets of the people than what 
may be necessary for the support of the Govern- 
ment upon those principles. | Consequently, they 
are opposed to a high tariff for the purpose of rais- 
ing money to be expended under the superinten- 
dence of the General Government, in constructing 
railroads and canals, or any other internal im- 
provements, which fall within the limits of what 
has been denominated the great American System. 
In a word, they believe that they have capacity to 
manage their own property in their own way, and 
that they ought to have the privilege of so doing, 
excepting so far as they are constitutionally bound 
to contribute to the support of the Government. 

This privilege they would always enjoy without 
molestation, were it not for a few individuals in our 
country, who seem to think that they are entitled 
to the peculiar care and protection of the Govern- 
ment. But, sir, this assumption is not well found- 
ed. The Constitution of the United States gives 
equal rights and equa! privileges to the whole Ame- 
rican people. It was upon this basis the Govern- 
ment was founded; and it is this fact that gives so 
much harmony and consistency to the whole sys- 
tem. Itis this equality of rights which has thus 
far, and which I hope and trust always will, bind 
the people so closely 10 the republican institu- 
tions of our country, and to the Union of the States. 
I believe that the foregoing sentiments are in per- 
fect accordance with the opinion of the great apos- 
tle of democracy, (Mr. Jefferson, ) notwithstancing 
the manufacturers, bothin this House and else- 
where, quote him as an authority for giving en- 
couragement and protection to domes'ic manufac- 
tures. That Mr. Jefferson was in favor of encou- 
raging domestic manufactures I readily grant; but 
that he was in favor of giving them any exclusive 
advantages over other branches of industry I den ye 


And it would seem, also, that those who have been | 


in the habit of quoting that venerable gentleman 
—that distinguished patriot and statesman—as an 
infallible authority upon this subject, suppose that 
he wasin favor of the system as it is now pursued 
in this country, of forming manufacturing towns 
and cities like unto those of Birmingham and Man- 
chester. But, sir, if gentlemen will only compare 
Mr. Jefferson’s opinion upon this subject with that 
which was uttered on a different occasion, and a 
different subject, they must be convinced that he 
alluded to a very different system of conducting 
domestic manufactures from the one which has 
been pursued in this country. My opinion is, that 
he alluded to those which should be literally do- 
mestic; to those, and those only, which should be 
carried on around the domestic fireside. In that 
case the natural alliance between agriculture and 
manufactures would have remained unbroken, and 
consequently the conflicting interests which now 
prevail would never have been heard of in our 
halls of legislation. 

There, sir, the husbandman with the male portion 
of his family, is employed in growing the flax and 
the ‘wool, while the good housewife, with her daugh- 
ters, are engaged at the spinning wheel and the 
loom, manufacturing wearing apparel sufficient for 
the wardrobe of each member of the family. This 
was the system of domestic manufactures to which 
that wise and patriotic statesman alluded. The 
other supposition would make him contradict him- 
self, wherein he compares great cities to great sores 
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upon the body polictic. How much better the 
family system would be to the country than the 
other I shall not now stop to inquire. But I think 
that every candid and impartial mind will admit 
that it would be of infinitely more service to the 
country to raise up a hardy, intelligent, and virtu- 
ous race of agriculturists, and housewife econo- 
mists, than a sickly and feeble race of operatives. 

It is fact, however, that the manufactories in 
this country, especially in the eastern States, have 
been multiplied, one after another, upon almost 
every waterfall, till the wild and uninhabited deserts 
have been transformed into populous manufactu~ 
ring cities. And those capitalists who have in- 
vested their funds in those great and expensive 
establishments, have thought, and, I doubt not, 
Sincerely thought, that they were entitled to some 
exclusive rights and priviieges. Hence they have, 
from time to time, with great pertinacity, urged 
their claims upon the consideration of Congress, to 
grant them protection by excessive and onerous 
duties upon foreign importations. These solicita- 
tions have not been disregarded. But, on the other 
hand, Congress has, in compliance with the impor- 
tunities of a few capitalists, levied upon the indis- 
pensable necessaries of life the most unrighteous and 
oppressive duties. With this oppressive system 
of taxation, however, the people have borne with- 
out a murmur until the United States debt was en- 
tirely extinguished. 

This having been accomplished, and a surplus 
revenue of more than forty millions having been 
accumulated, what could be more reasonable or — 
natural than an expectation on the part of the peo- 
ple that Congress would forthwith relieve them from 
an oppressive system of taxation? Not only op- 
pressive, but unjust and unconstitutional. They 
know very well that the United States do not want 
the money, because the General Government has 
already been obliged to acknowledge her incompe- 
tency to keep what she now has. They believe, 
also, that the time has arrived when even the manu- 
facturer, as avaricious as he may be, must admit 
that he needs not the aid of the Government to en- 
able him to carry forward his operations. And 
the cotton manufacturer readily grants that he can 
successfully compete with the whole world, save in 
the printed or stamped fabrics. 

I have no doubt that the time has arrived when 
the woollen manufacturer ought to make the same 
acknowledgment. I believe that it is universally 
acknowledged by machinists of the first reputation, 
that the machinery used in our manufactories has 
been carried to much greater perfection in this 
country than in Europe. And, although the la~ 
borer commands more wages here than in Eu- 
rope, (which I hope will always be the case,) yet, 
owing to the difference in the labor-saving ma- 
chinery, as well as to the fact that our operatives 
perform much more labor in the same given pe- 
riod of time than they do in Great Britain, make 
their aggregate expense about the same to the 
British manufacturer that it is to the American. 
I do not vouch for the truth of the above facts, yet 
I am free to confess that I most firmly believe 
their truth; and the reason that I believe them so 
is, because they have been communicated to me 
by those who had the means of knowledge, and by 
those in whose statements I have perfect confidence, 

Is it not a fact that this great body of the Amer. 
ican people are now paying, and for years past 
been compelled to pay, much more for coarse wool- 
lens than they ought to pay? Is it not a fact also 
that broadcloths are selling in the market for four, 
five' and six dollars per yard, the actual cost of 
which does not exceed one dollar and a quarter? 
If the above facts are true, then it is very evident 
that our manufacturers are receiving a most enor- 
mous interest for the capital which they have in- 
vested. J trust, therefore, that Congress will no 
longer tax the many for the benefit of the few. 

Another very important question, sir, has been 
propounded by the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
which ought to receive a brief reply. The gentle- 
man has asked, with much warmth, and with 
strong emphasıs, whether there is a concert of 
action upon this subject in the administration party 
of this House? I trustin God that there is a con- 
cert of action upon this all-important measure by 
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the administration party in this House, and out of 
this House. Not, sir, that the friends of the ad- 
ministration, excepting so far as the honorable 
Commitee of Ways and Means may be concerned, 
have compared mind with mind upon this subject, 
yet I hope and trust that there is a concert of 
action, growing out of a common political faith, 
which will enable the majority of this House now 
to perform what should have been done during the 
last session of Congress. Whether there be a con- 
cert of action here or not, one thing is certain, that 
there is a concert of action among-the people, 
which will, in due time, force its way hither, and 
produce a concert of action here, which will re- 
lieve them from their oppressive burdens. 

Is it from a belief that there is a concert of ac- 
tion in the administration party of this House, or is 
it from a conscious conviction, on the part of the 
opposition, that the tariff ought to be reduced, that 
makes them so sensitive about touching what they 
are pleased to call the compromise act? We are 
implored again and again not to disturb this act, as 
it would be a breach of faith; that it would be an 
act of injustice to the manufacturer. I would be 
the last man to disturb any legislative act, or to im- 
pair in the slightest degree any article of compact, 
so long as it shall be for the public good not to do 
so. But, sir, when the public good requires the 
repeal, alteration, or modification of any act of le- 
gislation, either of a public or a private character, 
I am prepared to act forthwith. Unless this is 
done, the enactments of legislative assemblies will 
become the engines of tyranny, oppression, and in- 
justice, instead of being a blessing to the country, 
and the purposes òf legislation be defeated. 

It is said, however, that the tariff act of 1833 was 
the result of compromise relative to several con- 
flicting interests of the country, therefore it ought 
not to receive any modification until the time there- 
in mentioned shall have expired. Almost all en- 
actments, to a greater or less extent, are the result 
of compromise, and should not be disturbed so 
long as they shall promote the general welfare of 
the people. But, I repeat, sir, that when the publie 
interest does require a repeal or modification of 
any law, whether public or private, it is the duty 
of the Legislature forthwith to correct all existing 
evils, so far as it may be in the power of legislation 
to effect that object. If these principles are cor- 
rect, then no one should hesitate for a moment so 
to modify the tariff, as shall reduce the revenue of 
the United States to the wants of the Government. 
Although it is denied by the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts that there is now any surplus on hand, 
yet upon what principle of mathematics he comes 
to sucha conclusion Icannotimagine. According to 
the evidence which I have received upon this sub- 
ject, I again affirm there is a surplus revenue of 
more than forty millions now in deposite, subject 
to the draft of the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, if gentlemen will take the trouble 
to look into the compromise act, as they please to 
term it, they will find that there is no such sanctity 
as they have attempted to cast around it. No, sir; 
but, on the contrary, they will find that it contains 
a clause which provides for the very state of af- 
fairs in which we find ourselves. This provision 
declares “that nothing herein contained shall be so 
construed as to prevent the passage, prior or sub- 
sequentto the said thirtieth day of June, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and forty-two, of any act or acts, 
from time to time, that may be necessary to detect, 
prevent, or punish, evasions of the duties or im- 
posts imposed by law, or to prevent the passage of 
any act prior to the thirtieth day of June, eighteen 
hundred and forty-two, in the contingency either of 
excess or deficiency of revenue, SO to adjust the reve- 
avue to either of said contingencies.” 

Yet, sir, notwithstanding the above mentioned 
provisions, we are told that it would be sacrilege to 
touch the tariff. And the ostensible reason, which 
has been repeated again and again, why we must 
not modify the above mentioned act, is, because it 
would be a breach of the public faith. But, sir, 
is this the cause why gentlemen are so extremely 
sensitive upon this subject, or is it because it may, 
in some measure, affect the interests of a few pri- 
vate individuals? 

But, sir, supposing there had been a deficiency 
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of public revenue to meet the expenses of the Go- 
vernment, what then would be the language of 
hose gentlemen who are so very sensitive relative 
tto the preservation of the public faith? Would it, 
in that case, be treason to disturb the compromise 
bill? No, sir, in such a crisis of affairs, if the 
friends of the administration did not come forward, 
by concert of action, to provide for the deficiency, 
we should be told that we were not only sacrifising 
the interests cf the manufacturers of our country, 
but that we were sacrificing the country herself. 

I readily grant that if there had been a deficiency 
of revenue to meet the wants of the Government, 
then the tariff ought to be revised immediately, and 
the duties so increased upon the importation of 
foreign merchandise as would at once supply that 
deficiency. And as there is a great surplus of pub- 
lic revenue, upon the same principle, I now here 
in my place, on behalf of the people of my own 
Stete, as well as for the whole country, demand a 
modification of the tariff, so that the revenue of the 
United States may be brought to the wants of the 
Government. I hope that the voice of the people, 
through their representatives upon this floor, may 
be heard, and their expectations forthwith gratified. 
For, sir, I am firmly persuaded that unless there 
is a modification of the tariff this session, so as to 
relieve the people from the present unjust, unright- 
eous, and oppressive taxation of the necessaries of 
life—their daily consumptions—that they will peti- 
tion the President to assemble a new Congress. 

But, sir, if the friends of the administration, as 
well as of the ovaniry, will do their duty, a modi- 
ficatton of the tariff, and the limitation of the 
sale of the public lands, may be effected the pre- 
sent session of Congress; and unless the rights of 
the great body of the people are to be yielded up 
to the importuaities of a few interested individ- 
uals, this desirable object will be accomplished. I 
say a few individuals, for that portion of our fel- 
jow-citizens who have invested their surplus capi- 
tal in-domestic manufactures, compose only a frac- 
tion of one-eighth of the business men of the 
country. Yes, sir, seven-eighths of the business 
men of our country are agriculturists—the cultiva- 
tors of the soil—the actual producers of the indis- 
pensable necesseries or life. And although those 
who have an invested interest in domestic manu- 
factures, as well as the operatives, are entitled to 
great respect, yet how much better it would be for 
the country to raise up a hardy, industrious, intelli- 
gent, and virtuous race of yeomanry, than a pale 
and sickly race of operatives, which are collected 
together in our manufacturing cities? 

It does appear to me that if any class of people 
on earth is entitled to exclusive privileges, it is 
those who are engaged in husbandry. Yet this 
valuable class of our fellow citizens, which, as I 
have before observed, compose the country, have 
claimed no such distinction. Asa justification for 


“the clamor which the manufacturers have constant- 


ly made at the doors of the national legislature, 
they have even again and again, asserted that the 
agriculturists have been protected in their great and 
important interests, by a duty imposed upon the im- 
portation of foreign grains. But without dwelling 


Jonger upon this point, I will only ask the attention 


of the House, as well as the country, to the follow- 
ing astounding facts contained in a statement from 
the Treasury Department, wherein it will be seen 
that the duty on foreign grain imported in the 
United States annually, from 1826 to 1835 inclu- 
sive, has virtually been no protection to the agricul- 
turist. Let the statement speak for itself. 


Yeara. On Wheat. On Oats. 
1826, $862 00 $95 80 
1827, 295 00 77 30 
1828, 179 25 122 50 
1829, 68 75 30 70 
1830, 117 50 208 10 
1831, 218 75 67 70 
1832, 267 75 124 70 
1833, 486 25 39 00 
1834, 300 50 178 30 
1835, 62,626 25 3,121 00 


It is also mentioned in the same communication 
from the Treasury Department, that “the amount 
of duties which accrued in 1836 have not 
been adjusted; but from the quantity imported, 


as far as ascertained, it is estimated that the duties” 
on wheat will have amounted in that year to 
$125,000 and on oats to $15,000. 

‘What an insult this, to this great and highly 
meritorious class of people?. Here we perceive 
that in a time of plenty, there is a duty of a few 
hundred dollars upon foreign grain to protect the 
great agricultural interests of the United. States; 
and sir, in a time of comparative scarcity, what 
is the amount of duties upon the above description” 
of foreign grains. Why, sir, the enormous sum of 
one hundred and forty thousand dollars. While the 
, agriculturists are receiving this pitiful protection, 

they are paying a duty on salt alone, to say nothing 
of the enormous duties on iron and steel, and all the 
other necessaries of life, of seven hundred thousand 
dollars. From the above table of duties it will ap- 
pear that, in a time of plenty, the quantity of for- 
eign grain imported into the United States is very 
limited, so that the assertion is virtually trae, that 
it affords no protection to the agricultural interests 
of the country J think they will grant that they 
need no protecwon, ana that they desire none ex- 
cepting that which is to be de -ived from an equita- 
ble system of laws, and the watchful care of a 
kind and merciful Providence. 

It is said, however, by the advocates of the ta- 
riff, that if the farmer does not receive any benefit 
from the duty imposed upon the importation of for- 
eign grain in a time of plenty, yet he feels its infin- 
ence in a time of scarcity. But, sir, I believe ‘that 
in a time of scarcity, of want, and of privation, the 
American agriculturist would spurn from him the 
suggestion of increasing his wealth at the expense 
of his unfortunate neighbor. Yes, sir, this class of 
people have tve muen generosity, humanity, and 
magnanimity to take advantage of such a regula- 
tion, in order to enhance the price of his own. grain, 
to one whose cropshave been providentially cut 
down by an untimely frost. No, sir; atsuch 3 time 
import as Muer ivevign grain as you please, still 
the price of domestic breadstuffs will be high 
enough to satisfy every husbandman whose dispo- 
sition is not corroded by avarice. Sve ets 

Mr. Speaker, much has been said, during the 
time this subject has been under discussion, of 
home industry. Is home industry entirely depen- 
dent upon those who are interested in domestic 
manufactures? Where is the agriculturist? Has 
he nothing to do in promoting home industry? 
‘Where is the merchant, who is carrying on an ex- 
tensive and flourishing commerce? ought he not to 
come in for a share of the praise for encouraging 
home industry? Where are all those who are en- 
gaged in the mechanic arts? are they not also ad- 
vocates for home industry? Does home industry 
depend upon collecting together three or four thon- 
sand females to spin and weave in a factory? 
Could not these same females be just as industri- 
ous at the paternal fireside as when huddled to- 
gether in a manufacturing city? My belief is that 
they could, and that it would ultimately be much 
more conducive to their own welfare if they would 
remain under the watchful eye of an affectionate 
mother; and in her presence, and under her direc- 
tion, attend to domestic manufactures in the family 
circle. 

Sir, the cupidity of the salt manufacturer of 
New York, the owner of coal mines in Pennsylva- 
nia, the cotton growers of the South and the West, 
the cullivator of hemp in Kentucky, and the su- 
gar manufacturer of Louisiana, have all been 
entreated to come up to the rescue of the woollen 
manufacturer of New England. I would also 
come to their rescue, if I could do it upon just 
and constitutional principles; but just and equitable 
principles, as well as the provisions of the Consti- 
tution, forbid it. Before this can be done the 
Constitution must be modified, so as to give autho 
rity to Congress to distribute the surplus revenue; 
and the order of nature must be entirely changed, 
so that which is now unjust shall become just. 
For this reason, I think there will be no response 
from either of the States which have been men- 
tioned. Although, by a reduction of the tarif, the 
salt and the sugar manufacturer, as well as the 
cotton and the hemp grower, and the owner of the 
coal mines, as above mentioned, may have the 
price of those articles thereby reduged, yet a Mor 


ment’s reflection will teach them that, for all these 
reductions, they will be doubly compensated by a 
reduction in their own family expenditures. 
But; sir, the people of those States, as well as 
their representatives upon this floor, are, I trust, too 
firmly attached to the principles of justice and the 
Constitution to be ‘swerved from the path of duty. 
from any sinister motives. They will ask for 
what purpose duties upon the importation of fo- 
reign goods were imposed? And let me put this 
question to the friends of the administration— 
those who-have been educated in the school of Jef- 
fersonian democracy—for what purpose do you 
lay duties upon foreign importations? Your an- 
swer will be “to pay the debts and provide for the 
common, defence and welfare of the United States. 
The above paragraph embraces all the power 
which Congress possesses upon this subject. May 
lay. taxes to pay the debts and provide for the common 
defence and general welfare of the country. Not 
to distribute among the States, nor to protect this, 
that, or the other particular branch of industry, in 
which any portion of our people may be engaged. 
Notwithstanding, however, the dominant politi- 
cal party of the United States believe that the 
powers of Congress are thus limited, yet there now 
is, and there always has been, ever since the adop- 
tion of the Constitution, a large and powerful poli- 
tical party, which pretend that Congress has power 
to distribute the people’s money at-will, and also to 
protect any branch of industry that it chooses to 
protect, and in any way and manner it chooses to 
doit. Supposing such a doctrine had been avowed 
when this instrument was laid before the several 
State conventions for ratification, what would have 
been the result of the deliberations of those conven- 
tions? , Would the Constitution of the United States 
have been adopted? No, sir: never! It would have 
been rejected as a tyrannical and oppressive form 
of government, fit only for the protection of a few 
monopolists. If Congress can tax the people for 
the protection of any number of individuals, or for 
distribution, then it may make a specific appropri- 
ation for the protection of a single individual. 
To test this mode of construction, let an indi- 
vidual come up here and say to Congress that he 
has invested the whole ef his capital in domestic 
manufactures; that owing to the great competition, 
both in this country and in Europe, he shall be 
ruined unless Congress will make him a specific 
appropriation to aid him in contending with this 
competition; is there a gentleman upon this floor 
who, would dare to record his name in favor of 
such an appropriation? Not one. No, not one. 
Hoy then, I ask, can the members of this House 
consent to prolong this onerous system of indirect 
taxation upon the people to raise money which is not 
~ wantad, which is entirely useless, or worse than use- 
less? One would be as much a violation of the Con- 
stitution, and the principles of justice, as the other. 
I therefore entreat every member of this House, 
who professes, to be a literal constitutionalist, all 
who profess to belong to the democracy of the coun- 
try, who have any regard for individual rights, to 
act in concert upon upon this great and important 
measure, and forthwith remove the evil which is 
preying upon the vitals of the people, and sapping 
the foundations of all our invaluable institutions. 

es, sit, L appeal to all the friends of equal rights 
and privileges, to come forward in support of sound 
constitutional principles, and the cause of justica 
and humanity: to come forward with a determina- 
tion that this session of: Congress shall not close 
without a modification of the tariff. 
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SPEECH OF MR. BENTON, 
Or Missouri, 
dn Senate, Thursday, January 12, 1837—On the 
EXPUNGING RESOLUTION, i 7 
The special order of the day being called,.the 
Secretary: read the following preamble and rego- 
tion: nians ; 
tion te: expun, ri n i 
“ihe Senate of a Fo, YEA, ta Penang Resolution of 
Jackson and the Removal of the Deposites, 


Whereas, on’the 26th day‘of December, in the year 1833, the 
following resolve was moved in ‘the Senate: 


“ Resolved, That, by dismissing the. Jate Secretary. of the 
Treasury, because he. Would not, contrary to bis own sense of 


: of removing t i e 
: of the United States, the President of the United States has as- 


t 
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duty, remove the money of the United States in deposite with 
the Bank of the United States-and its branches, in conformity 
with the President’s opinion, and by appointing his successor to 


: effect such removal, which has been done, the President has 


assumed the exercise of-a power over the Treasury of the 
United States, not granted him by the Constitution and laws, 


: and dangerous to the liberties ef the Peoples” 


Which proposed resolve was altered and changed by the mo- 


- ver thereof, on the 28th day of March, in the year 1834, so as to 
: read as follows: id: 


“ Resolved, That, in taking upon himself the responsibility 
he deposite of the public money from the Bank 


sumed the exercise of a power over the Treasury of the United 


States not granted to him by the Constitution and laws, and 


dangerous to the liberties of the People;’’ 

Which resolve, so changed and modified by the mover there- 
of, on the same day and year last mentioned, was further al- 
tered, so as to read in these words: ni 

* Resolved, Thatthe President, in the late executive proceed- 
ings in relation. to the revenue, has assumed upon himself au- 
thority and power not conferred by the Constitution and laws, 
but in derogation of both;” 

In which last mentioned form the said resolve, on the same 
day and year last mentioned, was adopted by the Senate, and 
became the act and judgment of that body, and, as such, now 
remains upon the journal thereof; 

And whereas the said resolve was not warranted by the 
Constitution, and was irregularly and illegally adopted by the 
Senate, in violation of the rights of defence which belong to 
every citizen, and in subversion of the fundamental principles 
of law and justice; because President Jackson was thereby ad- 


‘judged and pronounced to be guilty of an impeachable offence, 


and astigma placed upon him as a violator of his oath of office, 
and of the Jaws and Constitution which he was sworn to pre- 
serve, protect, and defend, zevthout going through the forms of 


„an impeachment, and without allowing to him the benefits of a 


trial, or the means of defence: 

And whereas the said resolve, in all its various shapes and 
forme, was unfounded and erroneous in point of fact, and there- 
fore unjust and unrighteous, as well as irregular and unauthori- 
zed by the Constitution; because the said President Jackson 
neither in the act of dismissing Mr. Duane, nor in the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Taney, as specified in the first form of the resolve; 
nor in taking upon himself the responsibility of removing the 
deposites, as specified in the second form of the same resolve; 
nor in any act which was then, or can now, be specified under 
the vague and ambiguous terms of the general denunciation 
contained in the third and last form of the resolve, did do er 
commit any act in violation or in derogation of the laws and 
Constitution, or dangerous to the liberties of the people: 

And whereas the said resolve, as adopted, was uncertain and 
ambiguous, containing nothing but a loose and floating charge 
for derogating from the laws and Constitution, and assuming 
ungrantec power and authority in the late Executive proceed- 
ings in relation to the public revenue; without specifying what 
part of the Executive proceedings, or what part of the public 
revenue was intended to be referred to; or what parts of the 
laws and Constitution were supposed to have been infringed; 
or in what part of the Union, or at what period of his adminis- 
tration, these late proceedings were supposed to have taken 
place; thereby putting each Senator at liberty to vote in favor 
of the resolve upon a separate and secret reason of his own, 
and leaving the ground of the Senate’s judgment to be guessed 
at by the public, and to be differently and diversely interpreted 
by individual Senators, according to the private and particular 
understanding of each: cmirary to all the ends of justice, and 
to all the forms of legal or judicial proceeding; to the great 
prejudice of the accused, who could not know against what to 
defend himself; and to the loss of Senatorial responsibility, by 
shielding Senators from public accountability for making up a 
judgment upon grounds which the pubiic cannot know, and 
which, if known, might prove to be insufficient in law, or un 
founded in fact: 

And whereas the specification contained in the first and se 
cond forms of the resolve having been objected to in debate, 
and shown to be insufficient to sustain the charges they were ad- 
duced to support, and it being well believed that no majority 
could be obtained to vote for the said specifications, and the 
same having been actually withdrawn by the mover in the face 
of the whole Senate, in consequence of such objection and be- 
lief, and before any vote taken thereupon; the said specifica- 
tions could not afterwards be admitted by any rule of parlia-~ 
mentary practice, or by any principle of legal implication, se- 
cret intendment, or mental reservation, to remain and continue 
apart ofthe written and public resolve from which they were 
thus withdrawn; and, if they could be so admitted, they would 
not be sufficient to sustain the charges therein contained: 

And whereas the Senate being the constitutional tribunal for 
the trial of the President, when charged by the House of Re- 
presentatives with offences against the laws and the Constitu- 
tion, the adoption of thesaid resolve, before any impeachment 
preferred by the House, was a breach of the privileges of the 
House ; not warranted by the Constitution; a subversion of 
justice; a prejudication of a question which might legally 
come before the Senate; and a disqualification of that body to 
perform its constitutional duty with fairness and impartiality, 
if the President should thereafter be 
the House of Representatives for the same offence: 

And whereas the temperate, respectful, and argumentative de- 
fence and protest of the President against the aforesaid pro- 
ceeding of the Senate was rejected and repulsed by that body, 
and was voted to be a breach of its privileges, and was not per- 
mitted to be entered on its journal or printed among its docu- 
ments; while all memorials, petitions, resolves, and remon- 
strances against the President, however violent or unfounded, 
and calculated to inflame the people against him, were duly 
and honorably received, encomiastically commented upon in 
speeches, read at the table, ordered to be printed with the leng 
list of names attached, referred to the Finance Committee for 
consideration, filed away among the public archives, and now 
constitute a partof the public documents of the Senate, to be 
handed down to the latest posterity : 

And wheréas the said resolve was introduced, debated, and 
adopted; at atime and under circumstances which had the 
effect of co-operating with the Bank of the United States in the 
parricidal attempt which that institution was then making to 
producea. panic and pressure in the country; to destroy the 


: confidence of the. people in President Jackson; to paralyze his 


administration; to- govern. the elections; to bankrupt the State 


banks; ruin their currency; fill the whole Union with terror 


regnlarly impeached by 
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and distress; and thereby to extort from the sufferings and the 
alarms of the people, the restoration of the deposites and the 
renewal of its charter: 

And whereas the said resolve is of evilexam ple and danger- 
ous precedent, and should never have been received, debated, 
or adopted by the Senate, or admitted to entry upon its journal: 
Wherefore, F 

Resolved, That the said resolve be expunged from the jour 
nal; and, for that purpose, that the Secretary of the Senaie, at 
such time asthe Senate may appoint, shali bring the manuscript 
journal of the session 1833-34 into the Senate, and, in the pre- 
sence of the Senate, draw black lines round the said resolve, 
and write across the face thereof, in strong letters, the following 
words: “ExPuNGED BY ORDER OF THE SENATE, THIS — DAY 
of s IN THE YEAR OF OUR Lorn, 1837.” Thee 


The resolution and preamble having been read, 
Mr. BENTON rose and said: 

Mr. President: It is now near three years since 
the resolve was adopted by the Senate, which it 
is my present motion to expunge from the jour- 
nal, At the moment that this resolve was adopted, 
I gave notice of my intention to move to expunge 
it; and then expressed my confident belief that the 
motion would eventually prevail. That expression 
of confidence was not an ebullition of vanity, or a 
presumptuous calculation, intended to accelerate 
the event it affected to foretell. It was not a vain 
boast, or an idle assumption, but was the result cf 
a deep conviction of the injustice done President 
Jackson, and a thorough reliance upon the justice 
of the American people. I felt that the President 
had been wronged; and my heart told me that 
this wrong would be redressed! The event 
proves that I was not mistaken. The question of 
expunging this resolution has been carried to the 
people, and their decision has been had upon 
it, They decide in favor of the expurgation; and 
their decision has been both made and manifested, 
and communicated to us in a great variety of ways. 
A great number of States have expressly instruct- 
ed their Senators to vote for this expurgation, A 
very great majority of the States have elected Se- 
nators and Representati\ es to Congress, upon the 
express ground of favoring this expurgation. ‘The 
Bank of the United States, which took the initia- 
tive in the accusution against the President, and 
furnished the material, and worked the machinery 
which was used against him, and which was then 
so powerful on this floor, has become more and 
more odious to the public mind, and musters now 
but a slender phalanx of friends in the two Houscs 
of Congress. The late Presidential election fur- 
nishes additional evidence of public sentiment. 
The candidate who was the friend of President 
Jackson, the supporter of his administration, and 
the avowed advocate for the expurgation, has re- 
ceived alarge majority of the suffrages of the whole 
Union, and that after an express declaration of his 
sentiments on this precise point. The evidence of 
the public will, exhibited in all these forms, is too 
manifest to be mistaken, too explicit to require ius. 
tration, and too imperative to be disregarded. Omit- 
ting details and specific enumeration of proofs, t 
refer to our own files for the instructions to ex- 
Punge,—to the complexion of the two Houses for 
the temper of the people,—to the denationalized 
condition of the Bank of the United States for the 
fate of the imperious accuser,—and to the issue of 
the Presidential election for the answer of the 
Union. All these are pregnant proofs of the pub- 
lic will, and the last pre-eminently so; because, both 
the question of the expurgation, and the form of the 
process, was directly putin issue upon it. À repre- 
sentative of the people from the State of Kentucky 
formally.interrogated a prominent candidate for the 
Presidency on these points, and required from him 
a public answer for the information of the public 
mind. The answer was given, and published, and 
read by all the voters before the election; and I 
deem it right to refer to that answer in this place, 
not only as evidence of the points putin issue, but 
also for the purpose of doing more ample justice 
to President Jackson by incorporating into the 
legislative history of this case, the high and hon- 
orable testimony in his favor of the eminent citizen 
who has just been exalted to the lofty honors of 
the American Presidency: f 


“Your last question seeks to know ‘my? opinion as to the con- 
stitutional power of the Senate or House of Representatives to 
expunge or obliterate from the journals the proceedings of apre- 
vious session. $ : 

You will, Lam sure, be satisfied upon further consideration, 
that there aré but few questiongof a political character less con- 
nected with the duties of the office of President of the United 
States, or that might not with equal prepriety he put by an 
elector to a candidate for that station, than this, With the jour: 
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nals of neithet house of Congress can he properly have any pr 


thing todo. But, as your question has dowbtless been induced 
by the pendency of Col. Benton’s Resolutions, to expunge from 
the journals of the Senate certain other resolutions touching the 
official conduct of President Jackson, I prefer to say, that I re- 
gard the passage of Col. Benton’s Preamble and Resolutions to 
be an act of justice to a faithful and greatly injured public ser- 
vant, not only constitutional init self, buti mperiously demand- 
ed by a proper respect for the well known will of the people.” 
I do not propose, sir, to draw violent, unwar- 
ranted, or strained inferences. Ido not assume 
to say that the question of this expurgation was 
a leading, or a controlling point in the issue of 
this election. I do not assume to say, or insinuate, 
that every individual, and every voter, delivered 
his suffrage with reference to this question. 
Doubtless there were many exceptions. Still, 
the triumphant election of the candidate who had 
expressed himself in the terms just quoted, and 
who was, besides, the personal and political friend 
of President Jackson, and the avowed approver 
of his administration, must be admitted to a place 
among the proofs in this case, and ranked among 
the high concurring evidences of the public senti- 
ment in favor of the motion which I make, 
Assuming then that we have ascertained the 
will of the people on this great question, the in- 
quiry presents itself, how far the expression of 
that will ought to be conclusive of our action 
here? I hold that it ought to be binding and ob- 
ligatory upon us! and that, not only upon the prin- 
ciples of representative Government, which re- 
quires obedience to the known will of the people, 
but also in conformity to the principles upon 
which the proceeding against President Jackson 
was conducted when the sentence against him 
was adopted. Then every thing was done with 
especial reference to the willof the people! Their 
impulsion was assumed to be the sole motive to 
action, and to them the ultimate verdict was ex- 
pressly referred. The whole machinery of alarm 
and pressure—every engine of political and mo- 
neyed power—was put in motion, and worked for 
many months, to excite the people against the 
President, and to stir up meetings, memorials, pe- 
titions, travelling committees, and distress deputa- 
tions against him; and each symptom of popular 
discontent was hailed as an evidence of public 
will, and quoted here as proof that the people de- 
manded the condemnation of the President. Not 
only legislative assemblies, and memorials from 
large assemblies, were then produced here as evi- 
dence of public opinion, but the petitions of boys 
under age, the remonstrances of a few signers, 
and the results of the most inconsiderable elec- 
tions, were ostentatiously paraded and mag- 
nified as the evidence of the sovereign will of our 
contituents. Thus, sir, the public voice was 
every thing while that voice, partially ob- 
tained through political and pecuniary machina- 
tions, was adverse to the PresiJent, Then the 
popular will was the shrine at which all worship- 
ped. Now, when that will is regularly, soberly, 
repeatedly, and almost universally expressed 
through the baliot boxes, at the various elections, 
and turns out to be in favor of the President, cer- 
tainly no one can disregard it, nor otherwise look 
at it than as the solemn verdict of the competent 
and ultimate tribunal upon as issue fairly made up, 
fully argued, and duly submitted for decision. As 
such verdict, I receive it. As the deliberate ver- 
dict of the sovereign people, I bow to it, Lam 
content. I donot mean to re-open the case, nor 
to recommence the argument. {leave that work 
to others, if any others choose to perform it. For 
myself, I am content; and, dispensing with fur 
ther argument, I shall call for judgment, and ask 
to haye execution done, upon that unhappy jour- 
nal, which the verdict of millions of freemen finds 
guilty of bearing on its face an untrue, illegal, 
and unconstitutional sentence of condemnation 
against the approved President of the Republic. ` 
But, while declining to re-open the argument of 
this question, and refusing to treal over again the 
ground already traversed, there is another and a 
different task to perform; one which the approach- 
ing termination of President Jackson’s administra- 
tion makes peculiarly proper at this time, and 
which it is my privilege, and perhaps my duty, to 
execute, as being the suitable conclusion to the 
arduous contest in which we have been so long 
engaged: I allude to the general tenor of his ad- 


ministration, and to its effect, for good or for evil, 
upon the condition of his country. This is the 
proper time for such a view to be taken. 
litical existence of this great man now draws to a 
close. In little more than forty days he ceases to 
bea public character. In a few brief weeks he 
ceases to be an object of political hope to any, and 
should cease to be an object of political hate, or 
envy, to all. Whatever of motive the servile and 
time-serving might have found in his exalted 
station for raising the altar of adulation, and 
burning the incense cf praise before him, that 
motive can no longer exist. The dispenser 
of the patronage 
of this great Confederacy of States—is soon 
to bea private individual, stripped of all power to 
reward, or to punish. His own thoughts, as he 
has shown us in the concluding paragraph of that 
message which is to be the last of its kind that we 
shall ever receive from him, are directed to that 
beloved retirement from which he was drawn by 
the voice of millions of freemen, and to which he 
now looks for that interval of repose which age 
and infirmities require. Under these circum- 
stances, he ceases to be a subject for the ebullition 
of the passions, and passes intoa character for the 
contemplation of history. Historic sly then shall 
I view him; and limiting this view to his civil ad- 
ministration, I demand where is there a chief ma- 
gistrate of whom so much evil has been predicted, 
and from whom so much good hascome? Never has 
any manentered upon thechiefmagistracy ofa coun- 
try under such appalling predictions of ruin and wo! 
never has any one been so pursued with direful 
prognostications! Never has any one been so be- 
set-and impeded by a powerful combination of 
political and moneyed confederates! Never has 
any one in any country where the adninistration 
of justice has risen above the knife or the bow- 
string, been so lawlessly, and shamelessty, tried 
and condemned by rivals and enemies, without 
hearing, without defence, without the forms of law 
or justice! History has been ransacked to find ex- 
amples of tyrants sufficiently odious to illustrate 
him by comparison. Language has been tortured 
to find epithets sufficiently strong to paint him in 
description. Imagination has been exhausted in 
her efforts to deck him with revolting and inhu- 
man attributes. Tyrant, despot, usurper; de- 
stroyer of the liberties of his country; rash, igno- 
rant, imbecile; endangering the public peace with 
all foreign nations; destroying domestic prosperi- 
ty athome; ruining all industry, all commerce, all 
manufactories; annihilating confidence between 
manand man; delivering up the streets of popu- 
lous cities to grass and weeds, and the wharves of 
commercial towns to the incumbrance of decaying 
vessels; depriving labor of a!l reward; depriving 
industry of all employment; destroying the cur- 
rency; plunging an innocent and happy people 
from the summit of felicity to the depths of mise- 
ry, want, and despair. Such is the faint outline, 
followed up by actual, condemnation, of the appal- 
ling denunciations daily uttered against this one 
MAN, from the moment he became an object of 
political competition, down to the concluding mo- 
ment of his political existence. 

The sacred voice of inspiration has told us that 
there is a time for all things. There certainly 
has been a time fur every evil that human nature 
admits of to be vaticinated of President Jackson’s 
administration; equally certain the time has now 
come for all rational and well-disposed people to 
compare the predictions with the facts, and to ask 
themselves if these calamitous prognostications have 
been verified by events? Have we peace, or 
war, with foreign nations? Certainly, we have 
peace! peace with all the world! peace with all 
its benign, and felicitous, and bencficent influ- 
ences! Are we respected, or despised abroad? 
Certainy the American name never was more ho- 
nored throughout the four quarters of the globe, 
than in this very moment. Do we hear of indig- 
nity, or outrage in any quarter? of merchants rob- 
bed in foreign ports? of vessels searched on the 
high seas? of American citizens impressed into fo- 
reign service? of the national flag insulted any 
where? On the contrary, we see former wrongs re- 
paired; no new onesinflicted. France pays twenty- 
five millions of francs for spoliations committed 
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thirty years ago; Naples pays two millions one bn- 
dred thousand ducats for wrongs of the same date; 
Denmark pays six hundred and fifty thousand 
rixdoliars for wrongs done a quarter of a century- 
ago; Spain engages to pay twelve millions ‘of 
reals vellon for injuries of fifteen years date; and 
Portugal, the last in the list of former aggressors 
admits her liability, and only waits the adjustment 
of details to close her account by adequate indem- 
nity. So far from war, insult, contempt, and spolia- 
tion from abroad ; this denounced administration has 
been the season of peace. and good will, and the 
auspicious era of universal reparation. So. far 
from suffering injury at the hands of foreign’ 
powers, our merchants have received indemnities 
for all former injuries, [thas been the day of accoun- 
ting, of settlement, and of retribution. The long list 
ofarrearsges,extending through four successive pre- 
vious administrations, bas been closed and settled 
up. The wrongs done to commerce for thirty 
years back, and under so many different Presi- 
dents, and indemnities withheld from all, ‘have 
been repaired and paid over under the bencficent - 
and glorious administration of President Jackson. 
But one single instance of outrage has occurred, 
and that at the extremities of the world, and by a 
piratical horde, amenable to no Jaw but the law of 
force. The Malays of Summatra committed a rob- 
bery and massacre upon an American vesse. 
Wretches! they did not then know that JACK- 
SON was President of the United States! and that’ 
no distance, no time, no idle ceremonial of treating 
with robbers and assassins, was to hold back the 
arm of justice. Commodore Downes went out. 
His cannon and his bayonets struck the out'aws in 
their den. They paidin terror and in blood for the 
outrage which was committed; and the great jes- 
son was taught to these distant pirates—to our an- 
tipodes themselves—that not even the entire diam- ` 
eter of this globe could protect them! and that the 
name of American citizen, like that of Roman citi- 
zen in the great days of the Republic and of the 
empire, was to be the inviolable passport of all that 
wore it throughout the whole extent of the habita-. 
ble world. i i i 

At home the most gratifying picture presents 
itself to the view: The public debt paid off; 
taxes reduced one half; the completion of the 
public defences systematically commenced; the 
compact with Georgia uncomplied with since 1809, 
now carried into effect, and her soil ready to be 
freed, as her jurisdiction has been delivered, from 
the presence and incumbrance of an Indian pepu- 
lation. Mississippi and Alabama, Georgia, Ten- 
nessee and North Carolina, Ohio, Indiana, Minois, 
Missouri and Arkansas, ina word, all the States 
encumbered with an Indian population have been 
relieved from that incumbrance; and the Indians 
themselves have been transferred to new and per- 
manent homes, every way better adapted to the 
enjoyment of their existence, the preservation of 
their rights, and the improvement of their condi- 
tion. 

The currency is not ruined! On the contrary 
SEVENTY-FIVE millions of specie inthe coun- 
try is aspectacle never seen betore, and is the bar- 
rier of the people against the designs of any banks 
which may attempt to suspend payments, and to 
force a dishonored. paper currency upon the 
community.. These seventy-five milliocs are 
the security "of the people against the dangers 
of a depreciated and mconvertible paper money. 
Gold, after a disappearance of thirty years is re- 
stored to our country. All Eurcpe beholds with 
admiration the success of our efforts in three years, 
tosupply ourselyes with the currency which our 
Constitution guaranties, and which the example 
of France and Holland shows to be so easily at- 
tainable, and of such incalculable value to indus- 
try, taorals, economy and solid wealth. The suc- 
cess of these effortsis styled in the best London 
papers, not merely a reformation, but a revolution 
in the currency ! a revolution by which our Ame- 
rica is now regaining from Europe the gold and sil- 
ve: which she has been sending to them for thirty . 
years past. i 

Domestic industry is not pralyzed, confidence is 
not destroyed, factories are not stopped, work- 
men are not mendicants for bread and employment, 
credit is not extinguished, prices baye not sunk, 
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grass is not growing in the streets of populous 
cities, the wharves are not lumbered with decay- 
ing vessels, columns of curses rising from the bo- 
soms of a ruined and agonized peopie, are not as- 
cending to Heaven against the destroyer of a na- 
tion’s felicity and prosperity. On the contrary, 
the reverse of all this is true! and true to a degree 
that asionishes and bewilders the senses. I 
know that allis not gold that glitters; that there is 
a difference between a specious and a solid prospe- 
rity. I know that a part of the present prosperity 
is apparent only, the effect of an increase of fifty 
millions of paper money forced into circulation by 
one thousand banks; but after making due allow- 
ance for this fictitious and delusive excess, the real 
prosperity of the country is still unprecedently 
and transcendantly great. I know thut every flow 
must be followed by its ebb, that every expansion 
must be followed by itscontraction. I know that 
a revulsion in the paper system is inevitable; but 
1 know, also, that these SEVENTY-FIVE MIL. 
LIONS OF GOLD AND S L ER is the bulwark 
of the country, and will enable every honest bank 
to meet its liabilities, and every prudent citizen to 
take care of himself. 

Turing to some points in the civil administra- 
of President Jackson, and how much do we not 
find to admire! The great cause of the Constitu- 
tion has been vindicated from an imputation of 
more tharjforty years’ duration, He has demon. 
strated by the fact itsel!, that a national bank is not 
“necessary” to the fiscal operations of the Fed. ral 
Government, and in that demonstration he has up- 
set the argument of General Hamilton, and the de- 
cision of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, and all that ever has been said in favor 
of the ccnstitutionality of a national bark. 
All this argument and decision rested upon the 
single assumption of the “necessity” of that insti- 
tution to the Feleral Gavernment. He bas shown 
it is not “necessary,” that the currency of the Con- 
s itution, and especially a gold curency, is all that 
the Federal Government wants, and that she can 
get that whenever she pleases. In this single act 
he has vindicated the Constitution from an unjust 
imputation, and knocked from under the decision 
of the Supreme Court the assumed fact on which 
it rested. He has prepared the wav for the 
reversal of that decisions and itis a qu stion for 
lawyers to answer, whether the case is sot ripe for 
the application of that writ of most remedial na- 
ture, as the Lord Coke ealls it, and which was in- 
vented lest in any case there shouldbe an oppres- 
sive defect of justice! the venarable writ of audita 
querela defendentis, to ascertain the truth of a fact 
happening since the Judgment, and upon the due 
finding of which the judgment will be vacated. 
Let the lawyers bring their books, and answer us 
if there is not a case Fere presented for the appli- 
cation of that ancient anl most remedial writ? 

From President Jackson the country has first 

earned the tue theory and practical intent of the 
Constitution, in giving to the Executive a qualified 
negative on the legislative power of Congress. 
Far from being an osious, dangerous, or kingly 
prerogative, this power, as vested in the Presi- 
dent, is nothing but a qualified copy of the famous 
velo power vested in the tridunes uf the people 
among the Romans, and intended to suspend the 
paas.ge of a law until the people themselves 
should have time to consider it. The qua'ified 
veto of the President destroys nothing; it only de- 
Jays the passage of a law, and refers it to the 
people for their consideration and decision. It 
is the reference of the law, not to a committee 
of the House, or of the whole House, but to 
the committee of the whole Union. It is a 
recommitment of the bill to the People, for them 
to examine and consider; and ifupon this exantina- 
tion they are content to pass it, it will pass at the 
next session. ‘The delay of a few months is the 
only effect of a veto in a case where the peo- 
ple shall ultimately approve a law; where they do 
not approve it, the interposition of the veto is the 
barrier which saves them the infliction of a law, 
the repeal of which might afterwards be almost 
impossible. The qualified negative is, therefore, 
a beneficent power, intended, as General Hamilton 
expressly declares ‘in. the Federalist, to protect, 


first, the Executive Department from the encroach- 
ments of the Legislative department; and, secondly, 
to preserve the people from hasty, dangerous, or 
criminal legislation on the part of their representa- 
tives. This is the design and intention of the veto 
power; and the fear expressed by General Hamil- 
ton was that Presidents, so far from exercising it 
too often, would not exercise it as often as the 
safety of the people required; that they might lack 
the moral courage to stake themselves in opposi- 
tion to a favorite measure of the m jority of the 
two Houses of Congress, and thus deprive the peo- 
ple, in many instances, of their right to pass upon 
a bill before it become a finallaw. The cases in 
which President Jackson has exercied the veto 
power has shown the soundness of these obser- 
vations. No ordinary President would have 
staked himself against the Bank of the United 
States, and the the two Houses of Congress, in 
1832. It required President Jackson to confront 
that power~to stem that torrent—to stay the 
progress of that charter, and to refer it to the 
people for their decision. His moral courage was 
equal to the crisis. He arrested the charter until 
it could go to the people, and they have arrested 
it for ever. Had he not done so, the charter would 
have become law, and its repeal almost impossible, 
The people of the whole Union would now have 
been in the condition of the people of Pennsylva- 
nia, bestrode by the monster, in daily conflict with 
him, and maintaining a doubtful contest for supre- 
macy between the Government of a State, and 
the directory of a moneyed corporation! 

To detail specific acta which adorn the adminis- 
tration of President Jackson, and illustrate the in- 
tuitive sagacity of his intellect, the firmness of his 
mind, his disregard of pe:sonal popularity, and his 
entire devotion to the public good, would be in- 
consistent with this rapid sketch, intended merely 
to present general views, and not to detail single 
actions, howsoever worthy they may be of a splen- 


did page in the volume of history. But how can’ 


we pass over the great measure of the removal of 
the public moneys from the Bank of the United 
States inthe autumn of 1833? that wise, heroic, 
and masterly measure of prevention, which has 
rescued an empire from the fangs of a mer- 
ciless, revengeful, greedy, insatiate, implaca- 
ble, moneyed power! It is a remark for 
which I am indebted to the philosephic 
observation of my most esteemed colleague 
and friend, (pointing to Dr. Linp) that, while it 
requires far greater talent to foresee an evil be- 
fore it happens, and to arrest it by precautionary 
measures, than it requires to apply an adequate 
remedy to the same evil after it h-s happened, 
yet the applause b stowed by the world is always 
grsatest in the latter case Of this the removal 
of the public moneys from the Bank of the Un ted 
States is an eminent instance. The veto of 1832, 
which arrested the charter which Congress had 
granted, immediately received the applause 
and approbation of a majority of the Unior; 
the removal of the deposites, which prevent- 
ed the bank from forcing a recharter, was 
disapproved .by a large majority of the coun- 
try, and even of his own friends; yet the velo 
would have been unavailing, and the bak 
would inevitably have been rechartered, if the de- 
posites had not been remove. The immense 
sums of publiz money since accumulated, would 
have enabled the bank, if she had retained the 
possession of it, to have coerced a recharter. 
Nothing but the removal could have prevented 
her from extorting a recharter from the sufferings 
and terrors of the people, H it had not been for 
that measure, the previous vefo would have been 
unavailing; the bank would have been again in- 
stalled in power, and this entire Federal Govern- 
ment would have been held as an appendage to 
that bank, and administered according to her di- 
rections, and by her nominees, That great measure 
of preyention, the removal of the deposites, though 
feebly and faintly supported by friends at first, 
has-expelled the bank fiom the fiel?, and driven 
her into abeyance under a State charter. She is 
not dead, but, holding her capital and stockholders 
together under'a State charter, she has taken a. 
position to watch events, and to profit by them. 
The royal tiger has gone inte the jungle! and, 


crouched on his belly, he awaits the favorsb'e mo- 
ment fer emerging from his cover, and springing 
en the body of the unsuspicious traveller! 

The Treasury order for excluding paper money 
from the land offices is another wise measure, 
originating in an enlightened forecast, and pre- 
venting great mischiefs, The President foresaw 
the evils of suffering a thousand streams of paper 
money, issuing from a thousand different banks, 
to discharge themselves on the national domain. 
He foresaw that if these currents were allowed to 
run their course, that the public lands would be 
swept away,the Treasury would be filled with 
irredeem:ble paper, a vast number of banks must 
be broken by their folly, and ‘the ery set up that 
nothing but a national bank could ‘regulate the 
currency. He stopped the course of these streams 
of paper; and in so doing, has saved the country 
from a great calamity, and excited anew the ma- 
chinations of those whose schemes of gain and mis- 
chief have been disappointed, and who had counted 
ona new edition of panic and pressure, and again 
saluting Congress with the old story of confidence 
destroyed, currency ruined, prosperity annihilated, 
and distress produced, by the tyranny of ene man. 
They began their lugubrious song; but ridicule 
and contempt have proved too strong for money 
and insolence; and the panic letter of the ex-pre- 
sident of the denationalized bank, after limping 
aboutfor a few days, has shrunk from the lash of 
public scorn, and disappeared from the forum of 
public debate. í 

The difficulty with France: what an instance it 
presents of the superior sagacity of President 
Jackson over all the common-place politicians who 
beset and impede his administration at home! That 
difficulty, inflamed and aggravated by domestic 
faction, wore, at one time, a portentous espect: 
the skill, firmness, elevation of purpose, and man- 
ly frankness of the. President, avoided the dan- 
ger, accomplished the object, commanded the ad- 
miration of Europe, and retained the friendship of 
France. He conducted the delica’e affair to a 
successful, 2nd mutually honorable issue. All is 
amicably and happily terminated, leaving not a 
wound, nor even a scar, behind—leaving the 
Frenchinan and American on the ground on which 
they have stood for fifty years, and should forever 
stand; the ground of friendship, respect, good 
will, and mutual wishes for the honor, happi- 
ness and prosperi’y of each other. 

But why this specification? So beneficent and 
s9 glorious has been the administration of this Pre- 
sident, that where to begin, and where to end, in 
the enumeration of great measures, would be the 
embarrassment of him who has his eulogy to make, 
He came into office the first of generals; he goes 
out the first of statesmen, His civil competitors 
have shared the fate of his military opponents; and 
Washington city has been to the American politi- 
cians who have ass iled him, what New Orleans 
was to the British Generals who attacked his lines. 

tepuls:d! driven back’ discomfitted! crushed! 
has been the fate of all assai-ants, foreign and do- 
mestie, civil and military. At heme and abroad, 
the impress of his genius and of his character is 
felt. He has impressed upon the age in which 
he livs the stamp of his arms, of his di- 
plomacy, and of his domestic policy, In a 
word, so transcendant have been the merits 
of his administration that they have ope- 
rated a miracle upon the minds of his most 
inveterate opponents. He has expunged their ob- 
jections to Military Chieftains! He has shown them 
tbat they were mistaken; that militatary men 
were not the dangerous rulers they had imagined, 
but safeand prosperous conductors of the vessel of 
State. He has changed their fear into love. With 
visible signs they admit their error,and instead ofde- 
precating they now invoke the reign of Chieftains. 
They labored hard to procure a military successor 
tothe present incumbent, and if their love goes 
on increasing at the same rate, the Republic may 
be put to the expense of periodical wars, to 
breed a perpetual succession of these chieftains 
to rule over them and their posterity for ever. 

To drop this irony, which the inconsistency of 
mad opponents has provoked, and to return to 
the plain delineations of historical painting, the 
mind intsinctively dwells en the yast and unprece- 
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dented popularity of this President. Great is the 
influence, great the power, greater than any man 
ever before possessed in our America, which he has 
acquired over the public mind. And how has he 
acquired i? Not by the arts of intrigue, or the 
juggling tricks of diplomacy; not by undermining 
rivals, or sacrificing public interests for the grati- 
fication of classes or individuals. But he has ac- 
quired it, first, by the exercise of an intuitive sa- 
gacity which, leaving all book learning at an im- 
measurable distance behind, has always enabled 
him to adopt the right remedy, at the right time, 
and to conquer soonest when the men of forms and 
office thought him most near to ruin and de- 
spair. Next, by a moral courage, which knew 
no fear when the public good beckoned him 
to go on. Last, and chiefest, he has acquired 
it by an open honesty of purpose, which knew 
no concealments; by a straight-forwaroncess of 
action, which disdained the forms of office, and 
the arts of intrigue; by a disintercstedness of 
motive, which knew no selfish or sordid calcula- 
tion; a devotedness of patriotism, which staked 
every thing personal on the issue of every mess, 


sure which the public welfare required him to` 


adopt. By these qualities, and these means, he 
has acquired his prodigious popularity and his 
transcendent influence over the public mind; and 
ifthere are any who envy that influence and popu- 
larity, let them envy, aise, and emulate, if they 
can, the qualities and means by which they were 
acquired, 

Great has been the opposition to President 
Jackson’s administration; greater, perhaps, than 
ever has been exhibited against any Government, 
short of actual insurrection and forcible resistance. 
Revolution has been proclaimed! and every thing 
has been done that could be expected, to produce 
revolution. The country has been alarmed, agi- 
tated, convulsed. From the Senate chamber to the 
village bar-room, from ene end of the continent to 
the other, denunciation, agitation, excitement, has 
been the «rJer of the day. For eight years the 
President of this Republic has stood upon a vol- 
cano, vomiting fire and flames upon him, and 
threatening the country itself with ruin and deso- 
lation, if the people did not expel the usurper, 
despot, and tyrant, as he was cal'ed, from the 
high place to which the suffrages of millions of 
freemen had elevated him, 

Great is the confidence which he has always 
reposed in the discernment and equity of the Ame- 
reanpecple, Ihave been accustomed to see him 
for macy years, ard under many discouraging 
triats; but never saw him doubt, for an instant, the 
ultimate suport of the people. It was my privi- 
lege to see him often, and duri g the most gloomy 
period of the panic conspiracy, when the whole 
earth s emed to b+ in com-cotion against him, and 
when many friends were faliering, and sicut hearts 
were quaing, before the razing s'om which 
bank machination, and Senatorial denurcixtion, 
had conjured up to overwhelm him, T saw him 
in the da kest moments of this gloomy period; 
and never did I see his confidence in the ultim ite 
support of his fellow-eitigens, forsake him for an 
instant. He always said the people would stand 
by those who stand by them; and nobly have they 
justified that confidence? That verdict, the voice 
of miliions, which now demands the expurgation 
of that sentence which the Senate and the bank 
then pronounced upon him, is the magnificent 
response of the people's hearts to the implicit con- 
fidence which he then reposed in them. But it 
was not in the people only that he had confidence; 
there was another, and a far higher Power, to 
which he constantly looked to save the country, 
and its defenders, from every danger; and sig- 
nal events prove that he did not look to that high 
Power in vain. 

Sir, I think it right, in approaching the termi- 
nation of this great question, to present this faint 
and rapid sketch of the brilliant, beneficent, and 
glorious adm nistration of President Jackson. It 
is not for me to attempt to do it justices itis not 
for ordinary men to attempt its history. His mili- 
tary life, resplendent with dazzling events, wiil de- 
mand the pen of a nervous writer; his civil admin- 
istration, replete with scenes which have called 
into action so many and such various passions O 
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the human heart, and which has given to native 
sagacity so many victories over practised politi- 
cians, will require the profound, luminous and 
philosophical conceptions of a Livy,a Plutarch, or 
a Sallust. This history is not to be written in our 


day. The cotemporaries of such events are not 


the hands to describe them. ‘Time must first do 
its office,—must silence the passions, remove the 
actors, develope consequences, and canonize all 
that is sacred to honor, patriotism, and glory. In 
after ages the historic genius of our America shalt 
produce the writers which the subject demands,— 
men far removed from the contests of this day, 
who will know how to estimate this great epoch, 
and how to acquire an immortality for their own 
names by painting, with a master’s hand, the im- 
mortal events of the Patriot President’s life. 
And now, sir, I finish the task which, three 
years ago, I imposed on myself. Solitary and 
alone, and amidst the jeers and taunts of my oppo- 
nents, I put this ballin motion. The people have 
taken it up, and rolled it forward, and I am no 
longer any thing but a unit in the vast mass which 
now propels it, In the name of that mass I 
speak. Idemand tre execution of the Epict oF 
rur Propre: | demand the expurgation of that 
sentence which the voice of a tew Senators, and 
the power of their confederate, the Bank of the 
United States, has caused to be placed on the 
journal of the Senate, and which the voice of mil- 
lions of freemen has ordered to be expunged 
from it, 


DEFERRED DEBATE—~ABOLITION PETITIONS. 


PROCEEDINGS IN SENATE, 
Turspay, Jan. 17, 1837. 

Mr. KENT, having presented a memorial from 
the Grand Jury of Washington county, protesting 
against the interference of citizens from distant 
States in respect to the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia, moved that it be laid on the 
table and printed. f 

Mr. MORRIS arose, and said that he had hun- 
dreds of petitions to present for the abolition of 
slavery; and, therefore, he would ask for the yeas 
and nays on the question of printing the memorial 
which had just been presented. (Not ordered.) 

Mr. HUBBARD suggested to the Senator from 
Maryland, (Mr. Kent,) whether it would not be as 
well to print an extra number of copies of this im- 
portant document for the purpose of distribution, as 
it might be productive of good. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that he would make that 
motion. It was a most important paper, and there 
was one part of it at which he most heartily re- 
joiced. It took the true position—that abolition 
petitions should not be received. There was a 
dangerous and mischievous spirit at work in va- 
rious parts of the country, connected with this 
question. It was only at the last session that he 
had contended for what the memorialists suggest to 
Congress. He had urged that very point, and he 
found himself in a very considerable minority. He 
hoped that such would not be the case now he was 
supporting this motion. He would second the 
motion of the Senator from Ohio, trusting that he 
would renew it, and be indulged with the yeasand 


nays. 

Mr. HUBBARD remarked that he had sug- 
gested to the Senator the printing of an extra num- 
ber, not on account of his own feelings particu- 
larly, but because he believed the proceedings of 
individuals in different parts of tbe country on this 
subject, were predicated upon the supposed fact 
that the people living in the District of Columbia 
were in favor of the abolition of slavery from 
among them. 

Mr. WALL said that he was in favor of print- 
ing the usual number. He confessed that it did 
appear to him a most singular thing, that gentle- 
men who claimed the right to petition, should pro- 
test against others having the right to do the same 
thing. And, although the gentleman from South 
Carolina had expressed his congratulation at the sen- 
timents avowed by the memorialists, they seemed to 
him (Mr. Wall,) totally at war with the funda- 
mental principles of our Constitution. He was sor- 
Ty to see any body of men—respectable as he had 
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no doubt the petitioners were—act upon the high” 
ground that that they had a right to petition, and 
that others, taking a different view of the question, 
were not entitled to have their petitions received by 
Congress. He was perfectly willing that they 
should enjoy their own rights, for he acknow- 
ledged, in the utmost extent, the right of peti-- 
tion, as one of the most sacred rights of the 
people of this country. It was a right which- Con- 
gress did not give. It was a right which they could 
not take away. And he was not disposed, for one, 
to countenance the idea that the Senate could take 
away the right of petition from any part of this 
great community; or favor the claims made by one 
portion of the public, and, at the same time, deny 
the right of the other to present their petitions. He 
declared that he would give no countenance what- 
ever to the sentiments of the memorialists, so far as 
to vote for publishing an additional number of co- 
pies. He was willing to vote for the printing of 
the memorial, because it was couched in respectful 
language. And for the reason that gentlemen 
were interested in the subject, he was for giving 
every opportunity for a fair, calm, and dispassion- 
ate investigation into what they asked. But he 
would not, he repeated, honor the memorial by 
having an additional number of it printed at the ex- 
pense of the United States, because it contained, as 
he conceived, a principle altogether subversive of 
the rights of the whole community. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed, that there was a very 
marked difference between receiving petitions, the 
effect of which was to deprive men of what belong- 
ed to them, and doing so for the purpose of defend- 
ing their rights and their property. Slaves were 
as much the property of the latter, as stocks, 
houses, or lands, were of those who would deprive 
them of their rights and property. These petition- 
ers prayed that all good citizens would cease to pro- 
jects acts of robbery upon them. The Senator from 
New Jersey put both classes of petitioners upon the 
same footing. Those (concluded Mr. C.) who 
claim to disturb a man of his property shall not 
be heard. If one petition is to be rejected, the oth- 
er is to be rejected. The memorialists have aright 
to be heard, and they have a right to insist that 
those who come here to disturb their property shall 
not be heard. 

Mr. NILES said that the question was not whe- 
ther petitioners in general stood upon a some- 
what different ground from the present residents in 
the District of Columbia, but whether the subject- 
matter was proper for Congress to entertain, even 
so far as to print a petition which might operate on 
public sentiment? For his own part, he wished 
that Congress would act decidedly on this agitating 
topic. He had no doubt that these’ petitioners had 
a deep interest in what they requested. But, ne- 
vertheless, the question was the same as respected 
both classes of petitioners, and was one which 
Congress could not go into at all. When the sub- 
ject was not at present discussed by the public, and 
when it was desirable that tranquillity should be 
preserved, why, he asked, should the Senate of the 
United States agitate the question now? He recol- 
lected perfectly well, that at the last. session the 
gentleman from South Carolina went so far as to 
protest against the reception of a single petition, 
though, to be sure, coming from those not having 
the same interest as the gentlemen whose memorial 
was now before the Senate, but still such an inte- 
rest as gave them aright to come here. The rule 
in regard to the right of petition must apply equal- 
ly and fairly, and give no preference to one portion 
of the community over another. He was, then, he 
must say, altogether opposed to printing the memo- 
rial, and should vote against the adoption of that 
course. The printing of an extra number of co- 
pies would produce no good effect, but, on the con- 
trary, would cause the subject to be again agitated 
in various parts of the Union. His honorable 
friend (Mr. Hubbard) seemed to think that by the 
distribution of the memorial a good effect might be 
produced on the public mind. He could not agree 
with him on that point, and must repeat that the 
subject was one which Congress ought not to enter- 
tain, inasmuch as it was not proper that they should 
act on one side of the question and not on the other. 

Mr. BROWN said, he intended to vote against 
the extva number. If We were to vote to print ay 
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extraordinary number of the memorial sent here 
by the grand jury, it. would. imply that.there was 
some danger of Congress being about to legislate 
oh the subject. He repeated, that should an extra 
number be ordered, the idea would be spread 
abroad, and reasons given to suspect, that Con- 
gress intended to act in the matter. 
did not believe that there was the. slightest ground 
for any, such apprehension, as no such action was 
entertained by either branch of the National Le- 
gislature, he was utterly averse to do any act which 
had a tendency to create that idea. “But, besides 
that, it did appear to him somewhat novel to ask 
for the printing of an extraordinary number of a 
document coming from. private individuals. 

Undoubtedly the proper course of gentlemen 
was, not to do any act here which would promote 
agitation. ` Now he. contended that the printing of 
the document in question, and the dissemination of 
it throughout the country, did, in some degree, tend 
to increase the agitation in reference to this ques- 
tion. 

‘Why then, he would ask, should the Senate of 
the United States lend its sanction to a course 
which would induce the country to believe that it 
purposed acting on the subject of slavery? There 
being. no ground to apprehend any such movement 
op.the. part of Congress, he would do nothing to 
lend his sanction to the supposition that Congress 
intended to interfere with the matter. 

„Mp. CALHOUN thought it most extraordinary 
that Senators should put on a level petitioners who 
had nothing to-lose, with the. petitioners whose me- 
morial had just been read. Did the Senator from 
North Carolina mean to say that when-men 
all over the country were agitating the question of 
the abolition of slavery, that these petitioners, and 
others situated like them, who had a greal interest 
in this matter, on account of their property, were 
tg close their mouths? Had they not a right to ex- 
press, theif assent or dissent? And had not one side 
a right to express their opinion with regard to the 
other? Was this the language of the Senator? Was 
the Senate to understand the honorable Senator 
from Connecticut that slave-holders had no more 
clajm to be heard than those who were disturbing 
their interests? This was indeed most extraordinary. 
He looked upon this as a very calm remonstrance 
on. the part of this respectable grand jury; and he 
‘was very happy that the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire had thought. it proper that the memorial 
should. be distributed among the people; for it 
would show. that what was about to be done was an 
act of robbery. 

Mr KING, of Ala. observed that he should vote 
for the printing of the memorial with great pleasure, 
but he would not do so if aware that it came from 
a set of fanatics who were disturbing the quiet of 
the country, and endeavoring to bring about a dis- 
sénsion. Congress were the sole legislators of the 
District, as he had been reminded, and they were 
bound to receive the memorials with proper attention 

. andyespect. He hoped that a proper spirit would be 
manifested with respect to other memorials, as 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Morris,) had said he 
had some hundreds. He maintained that Congress 
were bound to protect the people of the District of 
Columbia in their rights. He did not know, how- 
eyér, that the Senate were bound to order an extra 
number of copies of the memorial to be printed. 

Mr. MORRIS, after stating what was the lan- 
guage of the memorialists, remarked that he entirel y 
approved of the sentiments expressed by the Senator 
from New Jersey, for they were precisely his own. 
The question then was, “shall. this paper be print- 
ed?” He was disposed to vote for the printing of 
it, because he believed it of the highest importance, 
and one that should be given to the community, for 
it was desirable that they should be in possession. of 
every thing that wascaleulated to throw light on the 
subject. Ifthe memorialists were correctin principle 
andif, by their arguments, they should be able tocon- 
vince the country that the question of slavery ought 
not tobe touched by Congress, a desirable object 
might be attained; or, if, on the other hand, their 
reasons. Should be considered wnsound, and not 
founded injustice and truth, they would at least have 
been. presented to. the people of the United Slates, as 

thase of a respectable body of men speaking ac- 


Now as he ` 
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cording to the dictates of. their consciences. He 


| was ready and willing to vote for. printing the 


usual number of copies. He wished that this paper 
was in the hands of every citizen of the United States; 
and if his vote and voice could effect that object, 
he would do it instantly. Why? That eachmight 
read and judge for himself. It was not now ne- 
ecssary to presume upon what would be the action 
of Congress on the subject when other petitions 
should hereafter be presented. Whether they would 
be ordered tobe printed, or received, he would not 
pretend to anticipate. But with respect to this me- 
morial, it did appear to him that it was desirable 


it should be printed; even out of courtesy to the | 


mover, if for no other reason, who was the chair- 
man of the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
and the representative of an adjoining State which 
felt great interest in the subject. : 

Mr. BROWN understood the honorable Senator 
from South Carolina to ask the question, whether 
he (Mr. B.) desired to array the interests of one 
great section of the country against the other? 

Mr. CALHOUN explained, that he had asked 
the Senator from North Carolina,whether he would 
put in the same scale those petitioners whose rights 
were net affected, with those whose rights were 
disturbed and threatened with annihilation? 

Mr. BROWN replied certainly not. 'The rights 
of those whose property was involved, had every 
right to petition, and protest in every way. He 
had made no objection to the printing of the usual 
number of copies of the memorial. But what 
rights were compromised? What rights were vio- 
lated by not printing an extraordinary number 
of the document proposed to be printed? 

This was indced a novel doctrine, and a mode of 
violating rights, he did not understand. He had re- 
sisted at the last session the printing of petitions on 
this subject, in whatever shape they might be pre- 
sented. But in this case, as the rights of the petition- 
ers were involved, he would consent to depart from 
the rule then acted on by him. He would take this 
occasion to say, that he believed now as he had 
ever believed, that the discussion of this question 
here, so far from being beneficial to those whose 
rights were involved, was imminently detrimental 
to them. 

The Senate were told that the subject was agitat- 
ing in different parts of the country at this time. 
He thought that it was but the other day that the 
Legislature of New York, when some petitions were 
presented on a subject having relation to this ques- 
tion, met them with the most decided rebuke. In con- 
clusion, he would again assert that there was no 
agitation in the Halls of Congress on the subject, 
and hecould not sce the slightest necessity for taking 
the course proposed. 

Mr. CALHOUN remarked, that it was of very 
great importance that the petitioners should be pro- 
tected in their rights; should be heard here. ‘He did 
not mean to agitate (as the gentleman from North 
Carolina seemed to suppose he did,) the question of 
abolition. But what he intended to say was, that 
those whose interests were deeply affected by the agi- 
tation of this question had a right to demand to be 
heard, at least as much so as those who sent their pe- 
titions here, and who had nothing to lose... He (Mr. 
C.) in speaking of the respectable gentlemen who 
meoposed the grand jury, had said nothing more 
concerning them than was due to them and their 
rights, 


Mr. BROWN said, he had made no reference to 
the grand jury; but merely alluded to those who 
were discussing the subject here. 


Mr. CALHOUN repelled the insinuation thrown 
out by the Senators from New Jersey and North 
Carolina, in regard to his creating an excitement on 
the subject. He denied that he had said any thing 
to produce excitement. He did not wish to see any 
agitation, nor would ne be the means of causing it. 
But with respect to the people of the District of 
Columbia, when their rights were affected, they 
were compelled to look to Congress for protection. 
And. when they deemed it proper to send a petition 
here, he would say, that if no one else present 
chose to hear it, he would. Asto the people of the 
States, they could be heard by their own Legislatures 

and if they were not able to protect themselyes, 
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Senate, 


they would not receive protection from any quar- 


ter. 

Mr. KENT made a few remarks bearing testi- 
mony to the respectful language of the memorialists, 
&c. [which have been already published.] 

Mr. LINN said he would be pleased to know 
whether any practical benefits were likely to grow 
out of circulating, by order of the Senate, copies of 
the document now proposed to be printed. What, 
he asked, was the proper remedy for the evil of 
which the people of the District of Columbia com- 
plained, and concerning which they had directed the 
attention of Congress? Was their property in dan- 
ger? Were the laws insufficient to protect their 
slaves? If so, let us then march directly up to the 
subject, and enact such as will afford ample secu- 
rity. For measures of a practical nature he would 
give his vote with great pleasure. He said he was 
well aware that questions of this kind came up here, 
and incidentally impressed persons at a distance 
with the idea that Congress wished to deprive them 
of the right to be heard here, and of the right to pe- 
tition. Nothing in his opinion was more erroneous. 
Refuse to receive and hear an abolition petition, 
and you render the abolitionists a thousand times 
more active and industrious in propagating their 
doctrines, and more successful in enlisting the sym- 
pathies in their favor of those who believed in the 
inherent right of the people to assemble and petition 
for a redress of grievances. He never had voted, 
nor never would vote for the printing and dissemi- 
nating an abolition memorial; so likewise he would 
not lend his aid for the printing of this document in 
favor of slavery. 

On the great question of slavery, the Constitution 
and laws would find ample support in the good 
sense of the great body of the American people. 
He gave it as his opinion, that to insure tranquillity 
was to let this exciting topic alone. 

Mr. WALL would say a few words by way of 
explanation. Tic was for treating all petitioners 
with proper respect, and regarding their petitions in 
accordance with the motives and intentions which 
seemed to have originated them. But he did not 
rate all petitioners on the same footing with these, 
as the Senator from South Carolina seemed to sup- 
pose. T conceive (said Mr. W.) we stand here in 
relation to the people of the United States as hav- 
ing duties on our part to perform, and they having 
rights which they may insist upon. And one of 
their rights, unquestionably, is the right to petition; 
and when their petition is received, our duty com- 
mences. We are to exercise our judgment, to ex- 
amine and deliberate as to the manner in which 
we shall dispose of that petition. Now whenever 
those persons, who are called abolitionists, seek to 
interfere with the subject, I would receive their pe- 
tition, and then their rights end, and my duties be- 
gin. I would examine that petition, and if, in my 
judgment, in the exercise of my legislative duty, it 
became necessary that | should not further act on 
that petition, and that it should be laid on the table, 
I would have no hesitation in doing so. And I 
maintain that in doing so, they would have no 
right to complain. 

When I stated that I was in favor of printing 
this petition, I drew the broad line of distinction 
between what I would concede to those who consi- 
der their rights are attacked, and those who con- 
ceive they are. acting under the impulse of high 
and general feelings of philanthropy. I would 
accord to both something on account of the motives 
actuating them. I would give them equal credit 
for good and honest purposes. But when I am 
asked to vote for printingjan extra number of the 
petition, although connected, as it is, with men of 
respectability, 1 am called to look at my duty, and 


| at the consequences that will result from printing 


these copies. Whether or not it is to provoke con- 
troversy, to produce agitation, and put in danger 
the property they would take care of, I believe it is 
not to the interest of the petitioners that there 
should be any more copies printed than the usual 
number. 

Tam perfectly willing that the ordinary number 
should be ordered, and I hope that the gentleman 
will not insist on his motion. I trust that no im- 
proper motives will be attributed to these petitioners, 
nor to any other persons who may petition Con- 
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` world, whether public or private. Sir, 
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gress. But in my humble judgment, the printing 
of an extra number can produce no salutary effect 
to the petitioners themselves, and no good to the 
community. It will not promote the peace‘and hap- 
piness of the Union. It will produce controversy 
and disputation on this floor, and in the other House. 
Andif we are to give circulation to sentiments 
expressed by these petitioners, can we, with a pro- 
per sense of justice, withhold from those who 
choose to utter their sentiments on the other side of 
the question, the same privilege? I would, then, 
ask gentlemen to look at the consequences which 
may result from being gratified in the application 
to print an extra number of copies. It is my deli- 
berate opinion they ought not to be printed. 

Mr. MORRIS renewed his motion for the yeas 
and nays, which were ordered. 

‘And the question was then taken on printing the 
usual number of copies—Yeas 34; nays 3. 


SPEECH OF MR. NILES, 


Or CONNECTICUT, 
In Senate, Jan. 14, -18371—On the resolution to ex- 
punge from the journal a resolution passed 
March 28, 1834. 


Mr. NILES asked for the reading of the resolu- 
tion, omitting the preamble; w hich having been 
read by the Secretary, Mr. N. said that he had some 
thoughts of moving to strike out that part of the re- 
solution which related to the black lines, which 
seemed to disturb the feelings of honorable Senators 
so much. He had no partiality to that part of the 
resolution, and should prefer that the process or 
mode of expunging should be omitted. But the re- 
solution was so drawn, that he could not well move 
to amend it; and as he was not very solicitous 
about that part which relates to the black lines, one 
way or the other, he should not make the motion. 
What he esteemed as the essential and substantive 
part of the resolution, or what the lawyers call the 
git and gravamen, the pith and substance of the 
whole, would stand as well, and answer the pur- 
pose intended quite as effectually without the part 
relating to the black lines. He considered that the 
sum and substance of the whole consisted in that 
expressive and appropriate word, Expunge—that he 
could, by no means, consent to part with: it was the 
word which he liked, and which the people seemed 
to like. It had become a very popular word of 
late, and it expressed fully and completely what 
was intended to be done; but the form of doing it 
was of little consequence with him. Whether it was 
done typically or physically, or by drawing black 
lines around the obnoxious resolution, or by the le- 
gal import, efficacy, and effect of the word “ ex- 
punge,” was with him a matter of indifference. He 
looked at the substance, and not the form; and the 
object aimed at was to purify our journal, by re- 
moving from it the obnoxious and unconstitutional 
resolution of March, 1834, or to place upon its face 
the mark and stamp of reprobation. 


I am, however, sorry, said Mr. N. that those 
black lines have had so serious an effect on the 
imaginations of honorable Senators. They seem to 
have filled their imaginations with all sorts of dark 
and sombre images, and to have cast so dark a 
shade, so thick a gloom over the subject, that they 
cannot illustrate their ideas in any other way than 
by reference to those solemn ceremonies, mose 
mournfal and sacred rites, which comprise the las 
duties that man, in this mortal ‘world, performs for 
his fellow man. This expunging business, it seems, 
has at last become a sort of funeral ceremony. 
Well, sir, if this is so, if this matter has become so 
solemn and sorrowful, he hoped it might be a mohi- 
tory and useful lesson to us all, individually and 


„collectively, as astriking and impressive example 


f the instability and mutations of all things in this 
j inis solemn 
scene, which is now compared to a funeral cere- 
mony, is only the sequel of a scene of quite an op- 
posite character. The proceedings, sir, under the 
resolution which it is now proposed to expunge, in- 
stead of resembling the most solemn and sorrowful 
of all earthly rites, was of the most, joyous charac- 
ter; it was a great national jubilee, which continued 


from day to day and week to week, for more than - 


three months. 

The trial and condemnation of the President, the 
denunciatory speeches, and the whole process of 
panic making, wasa very animating and ignoble 
business: there were no black lines then to disturb 
gentlemen’s imaginations, or fill them with gloomy 
visions; the scene was lively and animated; full of 
high hopes, and characterized by fierce conflicts of 
party strife and contention. But now comes the 
end. How -great the change? Those black ex- 
punging lines have cast so gloomy a shade over the 
whole subject that they can be compared only tothe 
solemn pall. ‘Well sir, ifthislast act in this long 
drama must be compared to a funeral ceremonial, 
he thought there was no difficulty in assigning to 
each actor his part. The resolution of March, 
1834, which is to be expunged, is the corpse, the 
black lines to be drawn around it are the pall; and 
his friend from Kentucky, (Mr. Crittenden,) it is 
evident from his speech yesterday, was prepared to 
act as officiating priest, and the gentleman from 
South Carolina “who has just addressed us, (Mr. 
Preston,) will be associated with him; if we look 
around this hall, it will not be difficult to discover 
the relatives and the mourners. The priests have 
already performed their part, they have praised the 
dead, and admonishedjthe living; we have heard their 
fervid invocations, and their rehearsal of the solemn 
dirge. ` 

Mr. President, we have been told, in the eloquent 
speech of the Senator from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Preston, ) that the resolution before us, and the whole 
expunging proceeding, isintended to operate against 
the Senators who voted for the resolution of March, 
1834: that it is they who are to be expunged from 
the Senate; that they are arraigned, put upon their 
trial, and are to be condemned and offered up.as vic- 
tims to exalt and honor the President. THe asserts 
that he is one of the number, and is prepared for 
the sacrifice, and calls on the executioners to come 
forward andstrike the deadly blow. Having placed 
the question in this light, considered himself and his 
friends as the accused, and voluntarily taken the 
criminal’s seat, it was to have been expected that 
we should have heard something partaking of the 
character of a defence. That gentleman appears 
to have been selected as the counsel of the accused, 
and considering his acknowledged ability, he (Mr. 
N.) had expected an able defence; for one, hehad in 
dulged the hope thatif he had not been able to make 
out a complete justification, he would at Jeast have 
shown such circumstances of extenuation, which, if 
they did not produce a verdict of acquital, would at 
least have induced the triers to have recommended the 
accused to mercy, or to some mitigation of the 
severity of the punishment. But in these reason- 
able expectations, he had been disappointed. 
Whatsortof adefence have we witnessed? Why, 
sir, the gentleman; after having voluntarily assumed 
the criminal’s seat, immediately changed the charac- 
ter of an accused, to an accuser; he at once 
becomes the prosecutor, and attempts to defend his 
own acts, by boldly denouncing the conduct of 
others. In the first place, he arraigns and brings 
before the bar of the Senate, for condemnation, a 
large number of the sovereign States of this Union; 
all the States, and there was not less than eleven, 
and he believed more, which have instructed their 
Senators to vole to expunge the obnoxious resolu- 
tion of March, 1834, are boldly denounced. His 
own State was one of the number; avery small and 
unimportant member of the confederacy, yet jea- 
lous of its rights and honor; one of the good old 
“thirteen” which carried the country safely through 
the revolution, “God bless them,” if I may be per- 
mitted to repeat a declaration often used by a dis- 
tinguished gentleman of Virginia, now no more. 
The legislature of his State, by a very large majo- 
rity, about two-thirds, he believed, had passed reso- 
lutions condemning the resolution of the Senate of 
March 1834, as false in point of fact, unconstitu- 
tional, an unwarrantable assumption of power, and 
dangerous to the liberties of the country. For this 
act, his State, with others, was arraigned, ridiculed 
and condemned. And what is it that these States 
have done that they are denounced, and their legis- 
latures treated as no better than so many caucuses? 


p 
tical history, many of the States following the fead 


duty, to express an opinion, concerning’ an at 
one branch of this Government, and’ to. : Pro: ce 
it unconstitutional and dangerous. Is a ‘proceeding 

of this description to be denounced as factions; d 
mere caucus movement, and that ‘too by the -great 
champion of State rights? Is there no exari 
this measure on the part of the States? Has ‘the 
Senator forgot, that a memorable crisis'‘in ouy 


of the “Ancient Dominion,” which‘ the Senator ‘has 
attempted, in an especial measure, to hold up 'to storn 
and contempt, declared. an act of ‘Congress ‘to “he 
unconstitutional, and dangerous to the rights of: the 
States and the liberties of the ‘people? In thejr ‘bold 
and patriotic course then they were sustained by 
the people, as they have been, ‘and will be, ñ 

The next point in the defence, consists ih, a gene- 
ral denunciation of the people. Mr. N. said. he 
hoped he might be excused for alluding to the péo- 
ple of the States; for notwithstanding, on ‘another 
occasion ,the honorable Senator from ` South, Caro- 
lina (Mr. Preston,) seemed to doubt their existence, 
still he thought that as yet they were not’ entirely 
excluded from our political system. They still form 
an element of' political power. He. was “not sur- 
prised at the sneers and the contemptuous manner 
în which the people and popular opinion had been 

spoken of; but he was somewhat astotiished at the 
ekort to hold up the Legislatures of the States tö ton- 
tempt, coming from the quarter that it did: ‘froth a 
professed advocate of State rights, who seemed to 
regard all political power as rightfully belonging to 
the constituted authorities of the States. ` 

The able and eloquent advocate of the atcused, 
still acting as public prosecutor, next arraigns the 
majority “of the Senate. This seems to ‘be. an 
important point in his defence. We are charged 
with a bold and daring violation of the Constitu- 
tion, and of being ready to immolate, on the shrine 
of party, the liberties of our country; of humblitig 
and degrading the American Senate at the féet of 
the Executive, and to bestow the homage of our 
adoration on the President. Sir, we “deny. the 
charge; we repel, and throw it back on those ‘from 
whom it comes. It is not our purpose to exalt ‘the 
President at the expense of the Senate; it is not ow 
purpose to humble or disgrace the Senate; far from 
it. Our object is directly the reversé: we séek to 
remove the disgrace which was cast upon it by a 
former factious majority; we wish to restore its 
tarnished honor, to purify its journals, fo regain 
that confidence in the public opinion which it had 
lost. 

It is also said, we are thirsting for the blood of 
the victims; that we are now demanding judgment 
and execution against them. , But, from whom does 
this demand come? who is it that is praying for exe- 
cution? Is it the majority here, or is it'the States 
and the people? Do we not faithfully. représent 
their will? Sir, itis the States and the people who 
have come up here, and are demanding judgment; 
and execution; they have decided this question- 
they have given in their verdict, and they now det 
mand execution; théy demand it in a voice tha. 
cannot be misunderstood, nor safely disregarded- 
But we are told that the expressions “of public opi- 
nion in support of the expunging process, whether 
by the Legislatures or the people, have all résulted 
from party; that it is all the miserable and dirty 
work of caucuses and party machinery, which 
have been brought to bear on the question. This is 
the common slang of those who defy public opi- 
nion, or who have become obnoxious to its cèn- 
sures. But if there has heen any thing of party in 
this matter, and he was not disposed ‘to deny that 
there had, from whence did it originate? Did it 
commence with the expunging resolution? or with 
the resolution of March, 1834? Sir, what was. the 
obnoxious resolution, and the whole proceeding wn- 
qer it, but the work of party? It was a party mea~ 
sure, and so regarded by all parties and all classes 
at the time; it was the work of party ata time of 
great excilement; it was something more than par- 
ty—it was faction, the very madriess of party. And 
is it to be wondered at, that the opposition to a vio- 
lent party measure should partake, in Some degree, 
of a party character? How could it be. otherwise? 
The original measure was designed to effect politi- 


They have had the independence, and felt it to be a | cal purposes; it was intendéd to overihrow the ad- 
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ministration; to aid the bank in the work of agita- 
tion and panic-making. The charge of party comes 
with an ill grace from the authors of the proceed- 
ings of 1834. ; 

What further have we heard in defence of the ex- 
traordinary measure of the Senate in 1834; a pro- 
ceeding considered by a. large majority of the peo- 
ple as ‘unconstitutional, irregular and highly dan- 
gerous, and which agitated the country from one 
extreme to the other; aroused the most violent 
passions, destroyed credit, and occasioned a general 
panic? What have we heard in relation to the 
merits of the resolution of 1834, and in justifica- 
tion of the proceedings of the Senate? He alluded 
rather to the debate of the last session, than the 


present, as nothing having even the appearance of 
a Justification of those proceedings had been wits. 


nessed in this debate. Sir, since the commence- 
ment Of thé discussion of the resolution before us, 
the principal if not the only ground of defence 
which had been relied upon, and which had been 
pressed upon the Senate with so much zeal and 
such an array of talent, was nothing more than a 
poor, miserable, contemptible plea in abatement, 
founded upon a pitiable quibble upon the little word 
“keep.” Surely gentlemen were under great obli- 
gations to that little word, as it appeared to be the 
only thing there was to keep them in countenance, 
He did not propose an argument in the case, and 
‘certainly should not go into one on this question of 
abatement. It was not suited to the dignity and 
gravity of the subject, but much more fitting some 
petty cause before a justice’s court. It would com- 
pare with a question he had heard before a justice’s 
court in his own State, which was, whether the 
wife of the defendant could be admitted as a wit- 
ness; the point was learriedly argued, and the ma- 
gistrate took time for consideration, and finally de- 
` cided that she could not be admitted as a witness, 
yet he would permit her to testify as a circum- 
Stance. Pleas in abatement were not favored in 
courts, and they had much less claims to favor in 
a deliberative assembly. The Senate has no juris- 
diction! This is the defence. But if we have no 
jurisdiction of this matter, there must be jurisdic- 
tion somewhere. There can be no great political 
question in this country, in which there is not a 
tribunal competent to decide it. If there is no 
other, there is the tribunal of public opinion; and 
it is there this question has been considered and 
decided. ‘Ihe Senator (Mr. Preston) seems to ad- 
mit that the question has been decided, and that all 
- which remains is to enter up judgment, and do exe- 
eution.” 

But he was sorry to see gentlemen take shelter 
under this plea in abatement. Why do they not 
come up tothe merits of the case, and put them- 
selves on their country? Guilty, or not guilty: 
that is the issue. Do they deny the facts charged, 
or do they justify them? And what is the jus- 
tification? It was one of the most extraordinary 
justifications he had ever witnessed. We have heard 
little of it now; but the two distinguished gentlemen 
who addressed the Senate last session, with all their 
zeal, industry and ability, had not been able to 
assume any other ground of justification than the 
very extraordinary one, that the resolution of 1834, 
and the proceedings under it, meant just nothing at 
all; that they were totally without meaning, object, 
of purpose. The resolution, we are told, charges 
no crime or offence whatever upon the President. 
It was a mere expression of our opinion, but im- 
parted no censure, and no condemnation of the 
acts of the President. It was nething more than a 
declaration that the President had made a mistake; 
that the honest old soldier was not so good a con- 
stitutional lawyer as some of the great expounders 
of the Constitution in the Senate; he meani well, 
his motives were good and patriotic, but, with the 
most honest purposes, he had fallen into error; or, 

“as they say of the King in England, he had been 
badly advised; his advisers or cabinet had mis- 
judged as to the Constitution and the laws. To this 
very extraordinary justification he would only say, 
that if the majority of the Senate in 1834 were not 
in earnest, if they meant nothing by their proceed- 
ings, they very much deceived their friends and 
partisans throughout the country, who reall y took 
them to be in earnest, They really thought that 
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the trial of the President, which was going on 
here for more than three months, meant something; 
and they were certainly in earnest; no men never 
labored with more zeal, industry, and perseverance, 
than did the bank partisans throughout the coun- 
try, in the business of agitation and panic making. 
With their fears aroused, their passions inflamed, 
their hopes excited, impelled and hurried on by a 
general excitement, they became almost frantic, 
and actually worked like like men putting ont fire. 
He thought it a pity that the majority of the Sen- 
ate had not at the time let their friends know that 
they were not in -earnest; that they did not intend 
to charge the President with any thing wrong. Had 
they done this, they might have saved to their own 


partisans, and those of the bank, much time, mo- 


ney, and trouble. 

But is this account of the proceedmgs of 1834 
consistent with the conduct of the majority of the 
Senate at that time? Is it consistent with the 
speeches made on that occasion, or any part of the 
proceedings? Was the Senate then told that the 
President had only fallen into a mistake as to his 
constitutional powers? Far, very far from it. Sir, 
the whole debate, the entire proceedings, which oc- 
cupied the Senate for nearly four months, all rest- 
éd on the greund that the President was a tyrant, a 
usurper; that he had trampled under foot the Con- 
stitution and laws, invaded the rights of Congress, 
and endangered the liberties of the country. ‘These 
were the topics which served to exasperate and in- 
flame the public mind to a state bordering on mad- 
ness. Here it was that the spirit of violence was 
wrought up to its highest pitch, from whence it was 
disseminated throughout the country. Here it 
was that the people were taught to denounce the 
President as a military despot, a tyrant and 
usurper, who, possessing the sword, or the 
command of the military force, had, by a 
most lawless and, daring act, seized upon the 
national purse; and by uniting the two elements of 
power, was setting the laws at defiance, and tramp- 
ling in the dust the liberties of the country. This 
hall was then the great laboratory of agitation and 
panic making. Here the country was told by the 
very author of the resolution which it is now said 
charged no crime on the President, and really meant 
nothing at all, “that we are in the midst of a revolu- 
tion, hitherto bloodless, but rapidly tending towards 
a total change of the pure republican character of 
the Government, and the concentration of all power 
in the hands of one man. ‘The eyes of the Ameri- 
can people are anxiously turned towards Congress; 
they feel that they have been deceived and insulted; 
their confidence abused; their interests betrayed, and 
their libertiesin danger; they see a rapid and alarm- 
ing concentration of power in one man’s hands; 
they see that by the exercise of the positive authori- 
ty, and his negative power existed over Congress, 
the will of one man alone prevails and governs the 
Republic. The question is no longer what laws will 
Congress pass, but what will the Executive not ve- 
to? We already behold the usual incidents of ap- 
proaching tyranny; the land is filled with spies and 
impostures; and detraction and denunciation are 
the orders of the day. People, especially official 
incumbents in this place, no longer dare to speak in 
the fearless tones of manly freedom, but in the cau- 
tious whispers of trembling slaves. The premonitory 
symptoms of despotism are upon us; and if Congress 
do not apply an instantaneous and effective remedy, 
the fatal collapse will soon come on, and we shall 
die—ignobly die, base, mean and abject slaves, the 
scorn and contempt of mankind, unpitied, unwept 
and unmourned.” 

Such were the dreadful consequences which were 
to follow from the act of the President which we 
aré now told was nothing more than an error or mis- 
take as to his constitutional powers. Sir, the speech 
T have referred to, and all the speeches in support 
of the resolution of March, 1834, treated the re- 
moval of the deposites as a lawless outrage, a dar- 
ing invasion of the rights and liberties of the people. 
Then the impeachment resolution was not spoken 
of as a mere expression of opinion; but gentlemen 
boasted that the President had been arraigned, tried 
and found guilty. The Senator from South Caro- 
lina (Mr. Preston,) need not be reminded of his 
having publicly declared in the city of the bank, 


Jan. 1837. 
Senate. 


that “Jackson had been arraigned, found guilty and 
condemned. He, like the legislature, has appealed 
to the country; and, fellow citizens, you are the 
country. In you be the verdict, whether the issue 
of the contest be despolism or a free Government.” 
How does this language compare with what 
we now hear. The Senator now says, that 
the resolution of 1834 did no harm; that it 
amounted to nothing, and was a mere ex- 
pression of an opinion; and asks for the reasons 
why it shall be expunged. Sir, that resolution is a 
sentence of condemnation against the President, false 
in point of fact, irregular in point of form, ard in 
open violation of the Constitution. Does it not 
charge the President with criminal conduct? It as- 
serts that his acts were in violation of the Constitu- 
tion and laws, or in deregation of them, which is 
the same thing. . And is it not a high misdemeanor, 
and a crime for the Chief Executive Magistrate to 
violate the Constitution and Jaws of his country? 
Is it not a gross abuse of his ‘official trust? And 
are we to be told that no bad mctive is charged in 
the resolution? this cannot alter the case. We are 
to look at the substance of the charge and not the 
form. Does not the charge against any person, 
and especially the Chief Executive, of violating the 
Constitution and laws, import a criminal purpose? 
What was it but an alleged violation of the Con- 
stitution and laws on the part of the Executive of 
that country, which lead to the civil war in England? 
What was it, buta violation of the Constitution 
and laws which led our patriotic ancestors to re- 
sist the inroads of power in °762 Sir, there can be 
no higher crime charged upon the Executive of 
any country, than the violation of the Constitution 
and laws. 

But it is said, that if this resolution can be ex- 
punged any part or the whole of the journal may be 
expunged, and that the expunging process may be 
extended to the records of the Supreme Court. 
There may be other reasons to justify the expunction 
of this resolution, but I place it on the ground that the 
proceeding was not only irregular and unconstitu- 
tional, but altogether beyond the jurisdiction of the 
Senate, and totally void; and the record no better 
than an interpolation upon our journals, 

It is however asked, where is the necessity and 
whatis the object of expunging the resolution of 1834? 
Ican answer this for myself,ane for myself only; other 
gentlemen may have different reasons, but there are 
two which is sufficient for me. The first is, that it 
is due as an act of simple justice to the party in- 
jured, who has been arraigned, tried and condemn- 
ed unheard, and in violation of all the forms of the 
Constitution, and the established rules of judicial 
proceedings. I know itis asserted that the whole 
purpose is to exalt still higher the name and fame 
of the President, to enable him to triumph over a 
humbled and degraded Senate, and to make him an 
object of almost divine adoration. - Sir, this is not 
my purpose; I believe itis not the purpose of any 
one; so far as the President was regarded at all in 
this matter, we seek only to do him justice, the 
same justice, and no more which the humblest in- 
dividual in the country would be entitled to at cur 
hands. If a sentence of condemnation has been 
recorded against him, false in point of facts, and 
illegal and unconstitutional in point of principle, 
does not justice require that it shouid be removed? 
Are not the rights of the Chief Magistrate as dear 
to us, and as much entitled to protection, as those 
of a private citizen? Sir, ifthe President was as 
bad as he has been represented to be, by embittered 
partisans—which we all know is bad enongh—if 
he was as great a tyrant as he has been charged 
with being, if he was another Cæsar, or Cromwell, 
a military chieftain, hostile to the principles of free 
Government, and prepared to trample into the 
dust the liberties of his country, still he would be 
entitled to justice; and if a sentence had been false- 
ly and illegally recorded against him, it ought not 
to be permitted to stand. Sir, gentlemen are alto- 
gether mistaken when they assert that this proceed- 
ing is designed. to honor the President; it is only in- 
tended to do him justice. 

Bat there is another, and, in my mind, a. very 
strong and cogent reason, why the obnoxicus rese- 
lution of 1834 ought to be expunged. It is a dan- 
gerous example, and if suffered to acquire the. chae 
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racter of a precedent, might. unsettle and derange 
our whole political system. It has a direct and 
unavoidable tendency to array and bring into con- 
flict one independent and co-ordinate branch of the 
Government with another independent and co-ordi- 
nate department... If one independent branch of 
the Government can, ina way not known to the 
Constitution, accuse, try, and condemn, another 
independent branch, does it not tend to bring on a 
conflict between them? Each will have his friends 
and partisans, the people will take sides, and the 
whole population become involved in the contro- 
versy. If the Senate can, by its direct action, ex- 
amine into and condemn the conduct of the Execu- 
tive, and promulgate sentence against him, it can 
do the same in regard to the House of Representa- 
tives, or the Supreme Court. The President is as 
independent, and as distinctly a co-ordinate branch 

. of the Government, as is the Judiciary. If the Se- 
nate can by resolution try and condemn the Presi- 
dent for any executive act or measure, the Presi- 
dent may, by proclamation or otherwise, pass sen- 
tence of condemnation against the Senate, or House 
of Representatives, or the Supreme Court. Sir, 
this doctrine will not do; itis not the doctrine of 
the Constitution; one independent department of 
the Government cannot inquire into and pass sen- 
tence of condemnation against the acts of another 
independent department, except so far as the Con- 
stitution has allowed it to be done, and according to 
its forms. This example, if permitted to stand, 
will be a dangerous breach in the Constitution. A 
distinguished political writer in England, (Lord 
Bolingbroke,) in speaking of the Constitution of 
that country, says: “We understand our Constitu- 
tion to be in danger, not only when it is attacked, 
but as soon as a breach is made by which it may be 
attacked; and we understand this danger to be 
greater or less, in proportion to the breach that is 
made, without regard to the probability or impro- 
bability of an attack.” 

But to show the danger of these conflicts be- 
tween the different departments of the Govern- 
ment, he would refer to the history of that country 
from whence our ancestors came, and brought with 
them the great principles of our free institutions. 
If we look into the long controversy which pre- 
ceded the civil war, it will be found to have sprung 
from the very principle contained in the resolution 
of 1834: the right of one independent branch of 
the Government to try and condemn the acts of 
another. He would beg to refer the Senate to 
Whitiocke, who was an actor in those scenes, a 
member of Parliament, he believed an officer of 
the army, and a chronicler of the events of his own 
times. He says, “it is strange to note how we 
have insensibly slid into the beginning of this civil 
war, by one unexpected incident after another, as 
waves of the sea, which have brought us this far, 
we hardly know how; but from paper combats, by 
declarations, remonstrances, protests, votes, mes- 
sages, answers and replies, we are now come to the 
question of raising forces, and naming a general 
and officers of an army.” We are here told by an 
actor in those bloody scenes, that it was a paper 
warfare, carried on between the Parliament and 
the Executive, which involved that country in all 
the horrors of a civil war; which armed father 
against son, and brother against brother; which 
depopulated its towns, desolated its fair fields, 
and stained their- soil with the blood of English- 
men. These lessons of history, written in charac- 
ters of blood, should not be lost on a free and intel- 
ligent people. It was, in his opinion, not more on 
the account of the injustice, flagrant as that was 
considered, than the dangerous tendency of the 
proceedings of 1834, which had roused up the 
spirit of the couniry against them. It is the dan- 
ger of such a precedent, rather than its unconstitu- 
tional character, which has brought upon the reso- 
fution in question so marked a reprobation. Ona 
recent occasion, he attempted to assign the reasons 
which had attached, for nearly half a century, a 
high degree of opprobrium to the sedition law; and 
asserted that, the reprobation of that act did not 
arise so much from its being regarded as unconsti- 
tutional, as from its dangerous character, and it 
being considered as a deadly blow aimed at public 
opinión, the essential element of our Government. 


It is the same with respect to the resolution of 
March, 1834. ‘The people have regarded it as 
dangerous and pernicious: they have regarded the 
whole proceeding of the Senate as factions and 
violent, fraught with mischief and danger to our 
institutions, calculated to lead to commotion and 
recrimination between the different departments of 
the Government, which may result, as was the case 
in England, in rancorous dissensions, and even in 
civil war. Under the influence of sentiments like 
these, they were not content that the dangerous pre- 
cedent should remain upon your records, and now 
demand at our hands that it shall be removed or 
expunged. 

Sir, the honorable Senator from Kentucky (Mr. 
Crittenden) has informed us, that those of us who 
may vote for this resolution will have a fair chance 
for immortality; that our names would be as im- 
perishable as the black lines, and seems to insinuate 
that both are destined to be damned to everlasting 
fame. Butif there is any immortality connected 
with this matter, I am sure the gentleman and his 
friends will come in for a full share, and something 
more. They will, indeed, be double sharers in the 
the harvest of immortal fame; for the proceedings 
on the resolution of 1834 are destined to the same 
immortality as those on the resolution now before 
the Senate. In those proceedings, too, the field was 
vastly more ample, and all will be entitled to come 
in for some share in the glory and fame which is 
to be borne down the tide of time to the latest pos- 
terity, Even the vast host of witnesses who came up 
here in the form of petitioners, to testify against the 
President and for the bank, will share in the immorta- 
lity, as I believe their testimony was all published with 
their names, making five large volumes. Here, sir, is 
a golden harvest of fame for the partisans of the bank, 
either volunteered as witnesses, or promptly came 
forward at the request of their honorable friends in 
the Senate. 

And in regard to this proceeding, he did not see 
but thatthose who oppose theresolution, would have 
the same chance for immortality as those who sup- 
port it; the nays will be recorded on the same page 
with the yeas, and both go down along with the black 
lines to posterity. All will have an equal chance 
of immortality from this day’s work, but whether 
it will be of honor or dishonor, and to which of us 
one, or the other, remains to be known. As was 
said by a popular writer, Judas is as well known as 
Paul, but history ascribes his fame to very different 
actions. Having discharged what we believe to be 
our duty, the whole subject, the black lines and all, 
will be handed over to those who are to succeed us, 
and it will remain for posterity to decide who is 
right and who is wrong, and to award to each and 
all, their share of the honor or infamy which be- 
longs to the transaction. He was content with 
this; he rejoiced that it would be so; he rejoiced that 
the deeds of this day, that the merits of this long 
and painful controversy, will have to be decided 
upon by posterity, when all the angry passions 
which it has engendered will have subsided, when 
it can be viewed calmly and dispassionately, 
when the judgment will be free from personal pre- 
judice or party rancor, and when the transaction 
can be viewed with a single eye to the great prin- 
ciples involved. The decision thus made will be 
final; from it there will be no appeal, and all must 
acquiesce. 

Although he could not view the present proceed- 
ing in so solemn a light as some gentlemen seemed 
to regard it, he thought he was fully sensible of its 
importance and of the responsibility which belongs 
to it. He had considered the matter long and 
well, and, so far as concerned himself, he was pre- 
pared to assume the responsibility. He could not 
doubt the power of the Senate to purify its journal, 
by removing from its pages a resolution which 
ought never to have been entered there; and, be- 
lieving that we have the power, he considered it 
our duty to exercise it. Not being willing (said 
Mr. N.) to detain the Senate longer, I will say, in 
conclusion, that with these views of the whole 
subject, I am prepared to stake what little of repu- 
tation I have either here or elsewhere, on the final 
issue of the question before us. I am prepared to 
record my vote in favor of this resolution, and to 


permit it to go down along with the black lines to 


posterity, and abide their impartial judgment. I 
am prepared to vote to purify our journal, to erase, 
obliterate, blot out, or expunge, the obnoxious reso- 
lution—any way, to remove it from our records. 
Nay, more: had I, like the prophet of old, the gift 
of divination, I would raise my voice on high, and 
devoutly invoke that Being in whose hands are’ the _ 
destinies of nations, who is the searcher. of all 
hearts, and in whose presence we àll stand, to send 
fire from heaven and consume the desecrated page. 


REMARKS OF MR. DANA, 
Or Marne, 

In Senate, January 24, 1837—The bill to limit 
the sales of the public lands to actual settlers 
being under consideration, 

Mr. DANA said: Mr. President, I do not arise to 
attack or defend the speculators on the public do- 
main, whether they be private individuals or belong 
to some of the departments. I leave the gladia- 
torial part of this warfare to those who have wea- 
pons for it, and have inclination and skill to use 
them; nor do I intend to go at length into the merits 
of this bill, but only express my views on the 
objects of it, and on some of its provisions. Its 
objects are threefold: first, to check the inordinate 
thirst of speculation, which has so generally pre- 
vailed through the country, and which first arose ` 
from the extravagant issues of the United States 
Bank, (furnishing ready means,) and afterwards 
practised in preying upon the public domain. The 
second object of the bill is to preserve the public 
lands; and the third, to reduce the revenue to the 
legitimate wants of the Government. By the pro- 
visions of this bill, its first and second objects will 
be accomplished, and the revenue will be greatly 
diminished. But, sir, the sales of the public lands 
of late have been very great, and the revenue 
arising from them equally so; and to stop them all 
at once, would be neither judicious nor just. 
Many of the new States have vast tracts of uncul- 
tivated lands, with a sparse population. They, 
doubtless, are anxious to see their territory settled 
and cultivated. The support of their Governments, 
as well as their strength and defence, depend upon 
it. We cannot, therefore, expect that they will be 
willing to put a sudden and total check to the 
settlement of their country; nor ought we to wish it. 
They are willing to stop all speculations upon the 
public domain, and to reduce the revenue, but require 
thatsmall tracts of land may still be granted to actual 
settlers on easy terms. Then, sir, the new States will 
continue to settle gradually, and with a good pepula~ 
tion, from their own increase, or from the surplus 
population of the older States. I know, sir, that 
many are averse to having their sons and daughters 
go into the new world. They seem to think them 
lost to society, and to their friends; but nothing is 
farther from the truth. They may be as. useful and 
happy in the new as in the old States. Population 
is rapidly marching from the east to the west, and 
power is following in its train; these are facts which 
cannot be disguised or prevented. The great val- 
ley has heretofore, undoubtedly, been the seat of 
empire, and is destined to become so again. The 
Atlantic States will constitute but a small part of 
this Union, and New England will be but a speck 
upon our nation’s map. What then shall be done? 
Shall we war against mature? or pursue a wiser 
course? grant our lands, on reasonable terms, to 
actual settlers, who will enter upon, and cultivate 
them, and not dcbar the surplus population of the 
old States from crossing the Alleghany, and seek- 
ing in the vast regions of the West a more fertile 
soil, and a warmer sun. They will carry with 
them the enterprise, the actwity, and perseverance, 
as well as the intelligence, the patriotism, and sound 
morality of their fathers; and what have the East to 
fear from such a result? and beter, far better, 
would it be for the West to have such a population, 
than to have. their country flooded with the scum 
of the European population. Yes, sir, let the sur- 
plus population of the East flow to the West, and 
the sons of the Puriiwas and of Pena settle- and 
inhabit that goodly lend, and rear up a virinous, en- 
terprising, and intelligent race, to whom cur liber- 
ties and the destiny of our Republic may safely be 


‘committed. In this way, sir, the objeets of this 
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bill will be accomplished, wild speculation check- 


‘ed, the public domain secured, the. revenue reduced, 


“nerve and sinew of the country, 


` reduce -the duties. 


. In the consideration of this subject, 


_ ty is overflowing, without 


-immured in foreign jails. 


and the actual settlers and cultivators of the soil, the 
its support in peace, 
and its defence in war, be accommodated with settling 
lands only, and upon reasonable terms. But suppose, 
sir, after this réduction of the revenue, there should 
still be a surplus in the Treasury, what further is to 
be done? My answer is ready, Modify the tariff; 
But, sir, we are told of the 
compromise.. Dare you touch the compromise? I 
have nothing to do with the compromise. Ihave no 
faith in it. It is not an article in my creed. I do 
not subscribe to the doctrine; that one Legislature 


can, by their. acts, bind subsequent Legislatures. 


_If so, the one of 1834 could not only bind its suc- 


cessors for five or ten years, but for all time; and if 


` they could bind them in regard. to the tariff, they 


might upon every other subject—a doctrine too ab- 
surd to be spoken of. . But, sir, if the modification 
of the tariff in 1834 wasa. judicious one for that 
time, and so continues to this, I would make but 
few alterations in it, unless it should become neces- 
sary, in order to reduce the revenue to the wants of 


. the Government; because, sudden and extreme legis- 


lation is always injurious, and often dangerous. 
I would pay 
no regard to the motives or intentions, which induced 
the compromise; whether they were for good or for 
evil? Whether the object then, was to save’ the 
nation from ruin, or individuals from adilemma into 
which their rash and headlong course had plunged 
them; but take up the subject, as we now find it, 


_ and reduce the duties on such, and so many articles 


as we shall think best, in order to bring down the 
revenue to our wants. Prudence would seem to 
dictate, that we should always he able to meet wn- 
expected and unavoidable occurrences, like the Indian 
war, which has drawn millions from our Treasury. 
. Theseand similar wants we shall always be subject 
to, And here Mr. President, I would remind this hono- 
rable body, that while we are legislating upon this 
strange, this unique subject, viz: the disposition of a 
surplus revenue, a subject which before never oc- 
cupied the attention of any other Legislature, from 
the days of Adam to the present, we shonid not 
forget that the northeastern boundary line of this na- 
tion has not been settled, While, sir, our Treasu- 
a, nationai debt, at peace 
with the whole world, and our foreign relations 
established on the most firm and favorable basis, 
our territory has been invaded, our citizens de- 
spoiled of their rights, dragged from their homes, 
Nor is this all: a large 
part ol the territory of one.of the States of this 
Union has heen severed from the rest; and that 
constitutional protection which she has asked, 
has been withheld. A foreign power has not 
only taken possession of jt, but Kis making 
a thoroughfare from one of her provinces to 
another. Provincial charters for a railroad have 
been granted, and these have been confirmed by 
their King; and no doubt, sir, before one year 
passes, (unless foree is interposed,) we shall see it 
made; and thus a permanent possession will be 
had by that power of an extensive and valuable 
„portion of Maine, covered with forests of pines tow- 
ering, as it were, to Heaven, and not equalled by 
¿any in the Union; millions of which are annually 
swept of by the subjects of his Britanie Majesty. 
Thus, sir, we see our Union dismembered-—-one of 
her States stripped of its sovereignty, despailed of 
ils possessions and wealth, and the dearest rights 
and privileges. of its citizens trampled under foot, 
Is not this aggression? insult? cause of war? Shall 
it be tamely submitted to? Shall Maine, sir, be 
tauntingly reminded of her wrongs by those who 
were the cause of them, and whose duty it was 
long since to have redressed them? ‘Sir, the 
Governor of that State has, in his annual message 

called the attention of the Legislature to that sub. 
ject in atone, and with a spirit, which eannot be 
mistaken, and soon there will be a legislative re- 
Sponse; and then, sir, you may hear again from 
that border State, whose dearest interests have been 
too long neglected by this Government, This subject 
-is directly connected. with the revenue; and refe- 
rence shouldbe had to it in regulating the same; 
cand all our surplus may yet-be required to.preserve 
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the integrity of the Union. The time has been when 
millions were ready for defence and protection; and 
I trust that it has not passed, but that these wrongs 
will soon be redressed. - : 


REMARKS OF MR. McKEON, 
-Or New Yorx, 
In House of Representatives, January, 1837.—On the 
` resolution offered by Mr. Wise of Virginia, for 
the appointment of a committee to inquire into 
the state of the Executive departments of the 

Government. 

The resolution, and an amendment offered by 
Mr. Pearce of Rhode Island, having been read by 
the Clerk: 

Mr. McKEON of New York said the reading of 
the resolutions must bring to the attention of the 
House the fact that a large portion of its time had 
been expended upon the discussion of the various 
topics which had been introduced into the debate. 
He was deeply impressed with the necessity of con- 
fining any remarks he might offer within a narrow 
compass. He assured the House that nothing 
would have induced -him to prolong a debate al- 
ready too much extended, except that justice to 
those with whom he acted, and to himself, required 
him to notice some of the observations made in the 
course of the debate. 

When the resolution of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Wise) was introduced, I viewed it (said 
Mr. McK.) as a measure novel in its character, 
‘and one calculated to establish a precedent, which 
might hereafter be perverted. In the phraseology 
of the resolution, I saw a power of unlimited ex- 
tent entrusted to a committee of this House. I am 
not of that school which insists upon a search war- 
rant to authorize you to examine your public offices, 
but I cannot but believe, that if you intend to 
examine any matter beyond the manner in which 
your public agents discharge the duties of their ap- 
pointment, you will require something more than a 
resolution of this House. What does the original 
resolution propose? To examine into the official 
‘and unofficial conduct of those who are directly or 
indirectly connected with the public departments? 
This is the task which is to be allotted to a com- 
mittee of this House. This is the inquisitorial tri- 
bunal you propose to create. If we appoint the 
committee, how can it proceed in the discharge of 
its duty? The power of this House can go no fur- 
ther than to examine into the official conduct of 
those who are in office, who receive their compensa- 
tion at your hands, and who are liable to censure 
and removal for any breach of duty. In every 
point connected with your public offices; in every 
matter of an official character, you have the right 
and the power to exact a rigid, strict examination; 
bat when you will attempt to inquire into the unof- 
ficial conduct of a public officer, or to make the 
wide-spread investigation proposed by the resolu- 
tion, the success of your investigation will depend 
more upon the disposition of those who may be call- 
ed before the committee, than on any power of this 
House to compel them to Satisfy your inquiries, 
You will search in vain for a precedent for this 
movement in parliamentary history; but you may 
find one elsewhere. There can be found one di- 
rection to which it bears a strict resemblance. The 
command of this this House to the committee may 
be found in that of Dogberry to the ‘Watch, a sweep- 
ing resolution to “comprehend all vagrom men,” and 
to let all go who will not stand according to order. 
Let it be considered that we have several standing 
committees, whose duty it is to investigate the af- 
fairs of your departments. Let it be considered, 
also, that but a few days since, we appointed a 
committee, at the head of which is the gentleman 
from Virginia, (Mr. Garland,) which committee 
is daily engaged in the examination of one of the 
subjects referred to in this resolution. Yes, sir, 
the very point which I believe, aecording to the 
mover of this proposition, gave rise to this proposed 
Mvestigation. But in addition to these means 
which are within our power, the amendment of 
the gentleman from Rhode Island is offered. That 
amendment is, in my opinion, not open to the ob- 
jections which may be made to the original propo- 
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sition. tis in accordance with parliamentary 
practice. It is no part of the duty of a legislature, 
to undertake an exploring expedition in search of 
abuses, but if abuses are charged, it becomes a 
solemn duty to investigate them. The amendment 
proposes to create a tribunal before which charges 
can be made, and to examine into the truth of those 
charges. Suppose a petition was presented to 
to one of the ap- 
propriate committees, praying an examination 
into the manner in which your public officers dis- 
charge their duties, and setting forth that abuses 
existed. Your committee would ask the petition- 
ers for specific charges, and if they were produced 
the examination would be made. I doubt very 
much whether they would inquire of your different 
departments and bureaus for something to sustain 
the allegation of the petitioners. But, sir, it appears 
that your standing committees, your select commit» 
tee, the amendment, will not be satisfactory. Noth- 
ing will give sufficient latitude but the original re- 
solution. I prefer sustaining the amendment, be- 
lieving it cannot be perverted hereafter into a dan- 
gerous precedent: but, if that cannot be adopted, I 
shall not be found denying investigation. I am 
willing to give every facility, and to afford ample 
means, to pursue the desired examination. To 
have the official transactions and correspondence 
of your public offices laid open. As the represen-~ 
tatives of the people we are bound to guard every 
department. We are bound to pour in light into 
every portion of this Government. It is due not 
only to the country, but to the incumbents, ‘to those 
on this floor who wish the examination, that some 
decision should be had on this subject, and that 
without delay. The debate which has arisen 
upon this resolution, has resuscitated the de- 
nunciations and charges which we had reason 
to believe were long since buried. I have 
been surprised to observe the course of the 
present discussion. The same accusations of 
corruption, of proscription, and of abuses of 
every nature, which were made at the last ses- 
sion with a view of operating on the then approach- 
ing political contest, are reiterated upon. the present 
occasion. We ought to suspect that our fate has 
been that of Rip Van Winkle; that we have been 
sleeping quietly while the thunders of the opposi- 
tion, louder far than any which reverberated 
through, the Katskill, have been pealing over us, 
and we have been unconscious of the Presidential 
contest which has just closed. If there is to be 
a repetition of those charges, it is full time we 
should be aroused. I have sought for new state- 
ments, but none are offered. Let it be remem- 
bered, that the same representations which are 
made now were made before the struggle com- 
menced ; that the same evidence, sustained by the 
aid of the same distinguished gentlemen, was laid 
before the people of this country, and that the peo- 
ple supported him against whom these charges 
were intended to operate. Why do gentlemen stop 
even now? Why do they now halt? Why not 
cross the Rubicon? There is still remedy left. If 
outrages upon the Constitution, if violations of the 
liberties of the people, have been commitied, why, 
instead of. making the accusation, is not the indis 
vidual who is the author of these evils made 
liable to the consequences of impeachment? 
Tf he has violated the rights of any of your citi- 
zens; any of the rights of any branch of the Go- 
vernment, why is he not placed in a situation where 
he will be required to defend his public character 
from these accusations? If we have watchful sen- 
tinels on the ramparis of constitutional liberty, let 
them not only sound the alarm, but let them seize 
upon him whom they represent to be an enemy of 
the country. That country has a right to demand 
this movement at the hands of those who are so de- 
sirous of preserving its interests from violation, 
Wothing is easier than todenounce. We ask for 
the evidences to support the charges they make— 
we ask for action. The Executive has been repre- 
sented as a violator of his plighted faith, as one who 
had broken every pledge. Let us look to his in- 
augural address, which ought io be considered as 
an exposition of the policy which would charac- 
terize his administration. In regard to your foreign 
policy, he had stated that he would endeavor to 
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preserve peace and cultivate friendship with all 
nations on honorable terms, and to adjust our dif- 
ferences in. the forbearing spirit becoming a power- 
ful nation, rather than the sensibility belonging to a 
gallant people. . Has this been fulfilled? Do you 
find the violation of this pledge in the elevated 
position which our country sustains amongst the 
nations of the carth? He pledged himself to a 
spirit: of compromise, equity, and caution, in re- 
gard to your tariff, by the promotion of agriculture, 
commerce, and manufactures, and if any encou- 
ragement should be given, it was only to those 
articles which might be found essential to our 
national independence. Let his messages to 
Congress show how far he has labored to discharge 
this pledge. He avowed his deteriination to re- 
form abuses, by depending for the promotion of the 
public service not on the number, bul on thevefti- 
ciency, the integrity, the zeal of public officers. 
Let the consequences of the toils of those agents, 
visible in the negotiation of foreign treaties, and in 
the happy results of the faithful discharge of duties 
within our country, be his defence on this point. 
He promised to facilitate the extinguishment of the 
public debt. Has that been discharged? Docs not 
the contest here for the division of an immense sur- 
plus in your Treasury, speak for him on this sub- 
jec? Has not, during this administration, the novel 
spectacle been presented to the world of an im- 
mense republic, unshackled with a national debt? 
When the violence of political feeling shall hare 
subsided, but one opinion, sir, will be given of the 
present administration; and if, as some gentlemen 
insist, the coming administration will be but a con- 
tinuation of the policy of the present, the country 
may be congratulated on the prospect of a career 
of brilliancy and prosperity, It will be a continua- 
tion of a policy which seeks to enlarge the liberties 
of every citizen, and to promote the welfare oi the 
Union. 

The corruption which exists in the Government 
is a fruitful theme. ‘T'hedictation of the Execntive, 
and his interference with the election franchise have 
been blazoned forth to the world. Sir, if we have 
had a dictator, he bears but little resemblance to the 
Sylla of other days. The Roman retired when the 
aristocracy had been armed with the sceptre, but 
our Dictator is about to surrender his trust when 
the democracy is triumphant. Do gentlemen sup- 
pose that the intelligence of this country is to be de- 
ceived with this outcry? May we ask when and 
where this dictation took place? Who were the 
individuals who yielded, or the States that submit- 
ted, to his commands? We hear of Tennessee! 
That State did not vote for the individual who is 
said to have obtained the election by tbe dictation 
of the Exccutive. If the dictation of the President 
was of any avail it must have been united not only 
with omnipotence but omnipresence. Its results 
are seen in Maine, andat the same time in Louisi- 
ana—in the Atlantic States and in your far West. 
This charge (let gentlemen consider) of dictation 
and of corruption, reaches net only the Executive 
but at those above that Executive. The poisoned 
arrows which are scattered, strike not only those 
against whom they are aimed, but at the hody of 
the American people. If there are corrupters, 
where are the corrupted? Are we to seek for them 
amongst the honest yeomanry of the land. Is this 
degrading character to be given to our countrymen. 
I wust we are not ready to look upon a majority of 
our fellow-citizens as obedient slaves, obeying the 
edicts of an imperial master. The sin of the Ex- 
ecutive has been thathe moved.in unison with the 
people, and for this he is denounced. This is his 
crime in the eyes of his opponents. I cannot be- 
lieve that his course will at any time be deemed un- 
patriotic, or prejudicial to the institutions of our 
common country. 

The gentleman from Virgiry (Mr. Rebertson) 
objected most strenuously to the prescription which 
had been carried out during the present administra- 
tion. The opposition is distinguished if we are to 

believe what we hear, by magnanimily, by genero- 
sity, by respect for freedom of opinion. Cases 
have been adduced to show the oppression heaped 
upon some of our fellow-citizens. I could not but 
observe the indignation excited amongst some of 
the opponents of the administration at the recital of 
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instances of removals from office. I cannot speak 
of the merits of these cases; I am ignorant of them. 
T cannot, however, but look upon the denunciations 
which have been made against removals from office, 
as an evidenge of a policy which has not heretofore 
distinguished our opponents. I suppose that here- 
after, inno part of the country where they hold the 
power, any man is to be removed who entertains 
opinions in accordance with those of the democra- 
cy? The guillotine which I -have seen ready to do 
its office in one city of this Union is to be removed 
—the victims are to be released. Ihave, I confess 
candidly, Mr. Speaker, some misgivings. Judging 
from the past, I can have have but little hope for 
the fiure. “Fo know the right and yet the wrong 
pursue” seems to be the fate of our opponents. 

Look at the city of New York, where the oppo- 
sition, during the celebrated panic session, obtain- 
ed power? The process of removal was fully car- 
ried out. ‘The lamps in our streets were not 
allowed to be lighted by those who were demo- 
erats. Lock to Philadelphia; one sweping pro- 
scription, if rumor speaks truly. Look to Penn- 
sylvania, when the government of the State was 
changed. The offices given to those who had 
placed the present incumbents in power, and those 
who thought with the general administration pro- 
scribed; and their families, depending for subsis- 
fence on the emoluments of the humble offices, 
turned adrift upon the world. Sir, this proserip- 
tion which they denounce, they practice. Let not 
the charge be made against us until, by their ex- 
ample, they can enforce their advice with more 
authority than they can at present. Let not their 
indignation be excited against the administration, 
or their sympathy expressed in favor of itssupposed 
victims, so long as they have on every side an oppor- 
unity of bestowing their sympthy on those who have 
suffered by the exercise of the power they hold. 
The administration cannot be justly liable to this 
accusation. Here, and elsewhere, it has been con- 
fidently asserted, by those who have examined this 
subject, that a large majority of those holding 

ffices are opposed to the administration; and the 
sweeping proscription, and persecution for ex- 
pression of opinion, cannot, with propriety be 
charged against it. 

We have heard much of the war on the currency, 
which has been waged by the presen! administra- 
tion. The disturbance of the financial operations, 
the chaos of our commercial affairs, have been 
placed to the acconnt of the Executive. The 
party in power for the past seven years has been 
carrying on, if any, a war on the United States 
Bank; and if that be a war on the currency, they 
must plead guilty. It has been a contest, in which 
we have seen the concentrated wealth of the na- 
tion in arms against the Government and the peo- 
ple;and we have seen that contest concluded, with 
the triumph of the people over an institution which 
had threatened to poison the very fountains of your 
prosperity. We have carried on a war against a 
system which carries within the most alarming 
elements. You have seen institutions invested with 
a power of creating a “paper currency,” starting into 
existence in every Section. You have seen a power 
placed in the hands of a particular class of men 
to control the fortunes of their fellow-citizens. 
Yoy have seen prices rising, values disturbed—an 
unsettled and feverish state of public feeling. You 
have seen the swollen tide of speculation rushing 
from one end of the country to the other, bearing 
upon it everyindividual. Purchases made, not with 
a view to the natural operations of trade, but regu- 
lated alone by the credits which might be ob- 
tained. You have seen the favorable gale, swel- 
ling every man’s sails, but now the tempest 
is seen driving before it thousands, whose fate it 
will be difficult to predict. You have seen in this 
country, and on the other side of the Atlantic, 
gathering signs in the commercial horizon. Anxiet Y 
intense anxiety, pervading every section of the 
country. When the cause of the excitement is 
examined; when it is asserted that the over issues 
kave been the main cause of the present state of 
things; when we are told to look back to the troubles 
in England in past years, and observe that the 
same state of things were produced by similar 
causes; yet when the effort is made by the Goyern: 
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view to give security to your: financial. operations, 
to give stability to the value.of property,.and to 
afford labor its just reward, it is denounced, as:ty- 
rannical and oppressive.. The queslion of. currency, 
Tam willing to admit, is intricate; but I donot 
believe too intricate to'be beyond the understanding 
of an acute and intelligent people——of a people 
whose pursuits render it necessary . for them. to, 
watch every movement in the industry and finance 
of the country. They desire a sound currency, but 
not a currency which is given to them, by, holding 
their liberties at the will of any body of men. 

I cannot omit.a reference.to the allusions. which 
have been made to the President. during: this. de- 
bate. The gentleman from Virginia (Mr, Wise) 
has traced his course from the period of his early 
cbscurity to the present exalted station which he 
now holds. From its rise in humbleness, he has 
found the tenor of his lifea broad and. sweeping.cur- 
rent, rolling onward under the living light of- day, 
and the steady gaze of the nation. Parallels are 
sought; but where? Are they sought for amongst 
the patriots whose reputations are interwoven with 
the brightest epochs of the past? Are they found 
in some brilliant example of deyotion. to country, 
of fidelity to-her institutions, of purity of purpose, 
of undying patriotism, amongst the Aristides, the 
Curtii, or the Catos? No; sir; we find them seek- 
ing for parallels in the most corrupt. and - degraded 
periods of the Roman Government. They: find 
them in a Commodus or a Severus; in the vile, the 
profligate, and depraved emperors of a crumbting 
empire. Who is your modern Commodus? Shall 
I summon from his many battle fields the manes 
of the dead to be his defenders?. No, six; let the liv- 
ing attest his worth! Let them answer whether. or 
not it was by collecting around him the abandoned 
Cleanders of his time he led your country through 
many difficuities up to the eminence on which he 
now is leaving her? Even in the highest ex- 
citement of a political contest, we. ought not 
to forget the services of. our» public men— 
of those who “have done the State some ser- 
vice.” The petty differences of party will dis- 
appear, but the results of the labor of those men 
never will be destroyed. For one, I will not 
desecrate the temple of our Union by any attempt 
to deface one particle of those brilliant names that 
may cast their splendor over it. Fidelity to our 
own principles never can be incompatible with 
justice and toleration for those of our opponents. 
{speak of this point not as a partisan, but as an 
American. I cannot be deterred by. the fear of 
being termed a flatterer, from doing Justice to any 
man. I ask gentlemen how they: can hope that 
the people will attend to their charges?, We are 
told it is to inform the people of the dangers they 
have passed——of the conspiracies against their 
liberties that have been exploded. Why, sir, Ci- 
cero himself would not been heeded when the 
conspirators were deprived of all: power to injure. 
The people of this country will not, as the hour is 
approaching which is to separate them from him 
who has for years enjoyed their highest confidence, 
stand with ready ear to listen to denunciations. 
Not while one spark of gratitude remains will 
they refuse to shield him. They will be seen 
protecting him from the flames of political persecu- 
tions; they will be the first torescue him—the patriot 
who has led their armies to victory, and given perma- 
nency to their Union—irom the ignominy of being 
placed in the same niche of immortal. infamy. with 
a Commodus or a Severus. 7 

There is one aspect in which the -present-discus- 
sion will be viewed with interest by the country. 
It is the objections which have been raised against 
the coming administration. We are told:that the 
people have no pledge of any line of policy; that 
the President elect is antrammelled by any pro- 
mises. He can sustain a tariff or an anti-tariff po- 
licy; he may be for internal improvements by the 
General Government, or against them; he may be 
for a national bank, or against it; for distribution, 
or against distrilbution—that upon leading political 
„questions he is in no manner committed. What, 
sir, no policy promised? If there is any point on 
which the President elect is not commited, the 
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fault lies not with him. Norfar from me is the 
member from Kentucky, (Mr. Williams,) who sub- 
mitted questions of the highest importance to the 
country befére the election. The reply to those 
queries is part of your political history. That re- 
ply formed the chief point of attack in your Presi- 
dential contests. On most of the points which agi- 
tated the country, the people of this country have 
had an ample exposition of the views of the ındi- 
vidual who has been elevated by their suf- 
ffrages to the first office within their power. 
You have, in the document to which I refer, his 
opinions with regard to the Bank of the United 
States. You have his views on the great and ab- 
sorbing subject «f your public revenues, and the 
policy of distribution. When he speaks of this 
measure, it is but in accordance, so far as results 
are concerned, with the opinions of a distinguished 
statesman, whose course is sustained by a large 
portion of the opponents of the administration, and 
whose sentiments are given in a speech, delivered 
some years since, in the Senate of the United 
States. The clerk of the Honse will read the 
passage in that speech to which I refer. [The clerk 
then read as follows:] 

Speaking of the public debt, he remarked: “ It 
is so near being totally extinguished, that we may 
now safely inquire whether, without prejudice to 
any established policy, we may not relieve the con- 
sumption of the country by the repeal or reduction 
of duties, and curtail, considerably, the public re- 
venue. In making this inquiry, the first question 
which presents itself is, whether it is expedient to 
preserve the existing duties, in order to accumulate 
a surplus in the Treasury, for the purpose of sub- 
sequent distribution among the several States? I 
think not. If the collection for the purpose of such 
a surplus is to be made from the pockets of one portion 
of the people, to be ultimately returned to the same 
pockets, the process would be attended with the certam 
lows arising from the charges of collection, and with 
the loss also of interest, while the money is performing 
the wnnecessary circuit; and it would therefore be un- 
wise. If it is to be collected from one portion of 
the people and given to another, it woald be un- 
just. If itis to be given to the States in their corpo- 
rate capacity, to be used by, them in their public 
expenditures, I know of no principle in the Consti- 
tulion which authorizes the Federal Government to be- 
come such a collector for the States, nor of any princi- 
ple of safely or propriety, which admits of the States 
becoming such recipients of gratuity from the General 
Govern ment. 

“The public revenue then should be regulated and 
adapted to the proper serviee of the General Govern- 
mant.” 

These views were presented by one of the Sena- 
tors from Kentucky (Mr. Clay.) These views 
were sustained by the minority which were found 
on the deposite bill of the last session; and it could 
not be objected to by that minority, that from those 
with whom they differed in sentiment, they could 
obtain support for the course which they pursued. 
It is the pledge that we shall have aid in relieving the 
people from burthens of a grievous character, and 
a pledge which we have a right to insist on its being 
fulfilled. 

But, sir, his opponents were not satified with the 
course which the President elect had pursued before 
the nation: in a long life of political action; they 
were not satisfied with his open and avowed decla- 
rations, but in every section of the country he was 
represented to entertain different views, but always 
those which might be particularly unpopular. 1 
will not attempt to follow the whole train, but I can- 
not forego the opportunity of referring to one of the 
means called into action against him. I allude to 
to the fact of dragging his opinions on religious 
matters into the political contest. His opponents 
aware of the prejudice existing against one creed 
in this country, eagerly seized upon it to operate 
with effect upon some portion of our citizens. We 
are told that the votes of States were given against 
hum òn this reason. The spirit of intolerance— 

that spirit which has at all times, and in all coun- 
tries, left the evidences of its triumphs in the blasted 
happiness and withered prosperity of thousands, 
was brought inte the contest. In vain Was the 
avowal of my colleegue (Mr, Vanderpoel) in favor 


of the candidate, showing that he did not entertain 
certain opinions. It was insisted, that even if he did 
not entertain them, yet he had been guilty, at least, of 
an act which, in England, would have rendered him 
liable to the pains and penalties of a premunire. 
But even in England, under an enlightened and 
liberal legislation, that badge of barbarity had been 
destroyed, and in this country never had existed. 
Punishment was due for the transgression; and the 
guilty must be reached through the ballot box. ‘Sir, 
no language can express the deep humiliation with 
which I refer to this topic; I feel that in a land of 
freedom—that land which gave to the cause of 
civil and religious liberty a Carroll, and contains 
the ashes of him whose pride was not alone 
to have been the author of the Declaration of 
Independence, but of the code to secure freedom of 
conscience—that there is a spirit which would drive 
a portion of our fellow citizens from the advan- 
tages of the Government, and place them as out- 
casts, without the pale of your Constitution.“ If 
this is to be the consequence of entertaining certain 
opinions, your Constitution will be a mockery, your 
pledge of equality of rights is violated. Are they 
who have unloosed this whirlwind blind to the 
ravages it has elsewhere committed? Are. they 
desirous of substituting the war of fanaticism 
for the peace and charity which exist at present 
through the country? Let them consider that the 
persecution which follows and crushes one sect to- 
day may turn upon another to-morrow. Let them 
not hope to be able “to check the fiery steeds they 
have driven to the edge of the precipicc,” and to save 
themselves from dashing down into the abyss where 
myriads lie entombed the victims of a similar spirit! 
Is this the age in which such scenes are to be 
enacted? No, sir; extinguish the lights of civiliza- 
tion and intelligence, before you illumine the torch 
of fanaticism. Its Iurid glare will be lost in the 
blaze of freedom. Bring back the days of the 
Vandal and the Goth. Let then the ministers 
of savage orgies shout with joy around the 
tombs of the dead they have violated, and with 
frantic exultation amid the blazing ruins of semi- 
naries of learning; at such a time, let the demon of 
persecution be unchained, and rush from one 
end of the country to the other. But if we desire 
peace, if we seck for the exercise of feelings of 
charity, we must not violate the spirit of that con- 
stitution which secures protection to all. The 
persecution of the ballot-box is but the precursor 
of penal legislation. We must not permit the 
ballot-box to be converted into an engine of op- 
pression upon any portion of ovr countrymen. 
Let it be remembered that amongst those who are 
denounced, are those whose integrity and devotion 
to the country are not to be questioned; that they 
are your fellow-citizens, who ask for nothing more 
than their constitutional rights, and ought not, will 
not, submit to less. I cannot be mistaken in 
my countrymen, or our institutions, when I 
say that in the intelligence, and the liberality, 
and which should ever distinguish Americans, 
there is a guaranty for liberty of conscience 
which can never be destroyed; and that American 
liberty consists in freedom of opinion, freedom ot 
industry, freedom of conscience. 

We have been told that the approaching adminis- 
tration will be brought into power by the vilcst 
means; that it is the triumph of the New York sys- 
tem. I find that it is the fashion of the hour to 
refer to that State. Her immense resources, her 
natural and artifical advantages, are paraded to 
excite a jealousy against her interests and her sons. 
Is this the spirit in which this Union was framed, or 
can be maintained? Why, to secure a petty tri- 
umph of party, is this effort made to array section 
against section, State against State. Insorrow, not 
in anger, have I heard the charges made against 
that State. Ihave witnessed the efforts to injure 
her fair fame; but still I look upon my native State 
with pride. Not one particle of her reputation is 
yettarnished. That State can look back upon the 
past with high satisfaction, and look forward to the 
future. with the brightest anticipations. What, sir, 
has been her system. She has had “a giant’s 
strength, but she has used it likea giant.” She 
stands erect in the consciousness of her sacrifices to 


the independence, the liberty of the country, and to | 


the Union of these States. She presents to you her 
Saratoga, as her evidence of her devotion tò the 
cause of the revolution. Every point of her 
whole frontier is the theatre of resistance to the 
invasion of a savage or a civilized foe. In 
peace, as in war, no sordid policy has characterized 
her course. I challenge gentlemen to point out in 
the votes of her representatives, here or in the le- 
gislation of the State, any disposition to elevate 
that. State at the sacrifice of the rights or interests 
of any section of this coufederacy. Her history 
contains not a single line for which one of 
her sons need blush. Proud of her history, 
proud of her enterprise, for one, I would in 
the language of one who has given glory, 
not only to that State, but to the whole con- 
federacy, as soon forgot the mother that gave 
me birth, as that State, the trophies of whose sys- 
tem may be seen in the unrivalled prosperity of her 
millions of inhabitants. The power she wields 
was never exercised for oppression. Mighty she 
has been, but none has been more meek. To be 
the equal, not the superior, of her sister States, has 
ever been herobject. Gratitude demands this hum- 
ble tribute from one who owes her much; and jus- 
tice requires that her character should not be mis- 
represented. 
This debate, sir, is the announcement of a course 
of policy which the country ought fully to under- 
stand. What is the development that we have 
seen made? That opposition is at once to be formed 
to the coming administration. We are told that a 
war is to be waged—a war of extermination against 
him who has been placed in power by the sacrifice 
of the principles of liberty. A war against the 
man is to be declared. Why not avow at once a 
struggle, a “ war to the knife,” with the democracy? 
Where is the evidence of the violation of any 
rights by the svecessful candidate? Where the 
proof that in his triumphant march to the Capitol, 
he has driven his chariot with savage exultation 
over the mangled corse of your Constitution? If 
opposition is at once to be arrayed, let the country 
know it. I cannot believe that he who sustains 
the coming administration must necessarily be a 
“traitor to the interests of the South,” as we heard 
in this discussion. I will not admit that the South, 
which has but within a few short weeks past given 
evidence of its confidence, is at once to be mar- 
shalled in opposition, and that this position is to be 
assumed—that no matter with what purity, no mat- 
ter with what patriotism, no matter with what suc- 
cess, the policy of the coming administration may 
be distinguished, still it must by paralysed, still it 
must be crushed, must be annihilated. ThisI will 
not admit. The people will afford to their Chief 
Magistrate the same lenity and the same rule they 
would apply to the humblest servant in the public 
service. They will judge of him by his acts. It 
will be in vain to denounce the manner in which 
he was clected—none could be more honorable. In 
vain will they denounce the success of the man— 
they will discover that the struggle which has closed 
was not concluded by the triumph of any man, 
Let me assure gentlemen it is not the triumph of 
the candidate which causes the exultation which 
they observe on every side. It is the triumph of 
the true principles of your Government of the 
Union: it is the triumph of the people. We have 
been told that the people have been routed by the 
pretorian cohorts. No, sir: gentlemen mistake 
the scattered and retreating bands. The people are 
not seen flying in every direction. The people are 
not vanquished, but victorious, proudly victorious. 
They are victors over combinations unheard of in 
the annals of political warfare; victors over mis- 
representation; victors over prejudice; victors over 
principles of every nature. ‘The flag of thecoun- 
try is still fying.” Sir, I repeat the language of 
the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wise,) the flag 
of the country is still flying. We differ, sir, as to 
the character of that ensign. It is not the drapeau 
blanc; not the flag with a single star emblazoned on 
its folds; not the flag which was seen flying on one 
portion of your coast, the signal for the advance of 
a nostile fleet; but the flag which floated in triumph 
aver Jefferson; which was seen amidst the blaze. of 
an enemy’s cannon in the days of Madison; that 
flag around which have always rallied the untertiz 
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fied frieads of liberty; that banner jis still flying; 
never, I trust, never to be struck down. And who, 
sur, are the prætorian bands who are rushing to. the 
rescue? iLook, sir, to the majority of this House; 
to a majority of the other branch of your legisla- 
tare; a majority of the people of this country. You 
may see them rushing from the granite hills of the 
East; you will find them pouring down in hordes 
from the North. They are to be found in the 
boundless and fertile prairies of the West; 
and may be seen gathering from the chi- 
valrous South; even from the Old Dominion. 
On every side the yeomanry of the land have been 
eager to rally under this labarum. And yet these 
are the marauders; the trainbands; the obedient 
janissaries; the preetorian cohorts, who are willing to 
bow down their servile necks, and elevate the chosen 
servant of their imperial master. Has it come te 
this, that, in the lapse of little more than half a cen- 
tury, they, who resisted oppression and corruption, 
and their descendants, have sunk into a degradation 
too vile for slaves? Are gentlemen willing to allow 
this high coloring to remain upon our nationa! 
character? Is not something due to the people 
themselves, tothe cause of liberal principles? I will 
not believe that they, for whom this Government was 
formed, and by whom it is sustained, are withdraw- 
ing their guardianship. I will not believe them. 
He who has been entrusted with the chief manage- 
ment of their public affairs will not he deserted by 
them so long as he relies with confidence on their 
intelligence, and makes the cynosure of his public 
conduct the welfare of the whole confederacy. 
In this will be found a rule which cannot but lead 
to success. In this a position perfectly impregna- 
ble to any assault. 


SPEECH OF MR. VANDERPOEL, 
Or New Yors, 
In the House of Representatives, January 24, 1837.— 

On the bill to adinit Michigan into the Union on 

a footing with the other States. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said, that the fair and 
statesmanlike manner in which the bill under con- 
sideration had already been discussed by the gen- 
tlemen who had preceeded him was, he hoped, an 
omen that no extrinsic topics will be forced into 
this debate; that at least one subject would here be 
debated without conducing to the effusion of party 
spleen, unbecoming this hall and the high places 
we here occupy. 

After all, said Mr. V. this is not a very compli- 
cated question, The truth and right of the case, 
for which, he trusted, that we were all seeking, did 
not lie altogether hidden between the lids of pon- 
derous volumes on constitutional law. They were 
as well within the reach and capacity of the plain 
every-day practical thinker as the constitutional 
scholar; and although he could not but commend 
the industry and research of his learned friend trom 
Maryland (Mr. Tromas,) although he was forcibly 
struck with the force and applicability of most of 
the authorities which he cited, and subscribed to 

nost of the doctrines which he urged, yet he, Mr. 
V. fancied that we could attain a safe and a sound 
conclusion im this case, without consulting those 
sages and oracles with whose cogitations his learn- 
ed friend had so liberally furnished us. 

The sovereignty of the people; their right to 
change their Government whenever they please; 
the right ofthe majority to change their organic 
law whenever it becomes oppressive or inadequate 
to the purposes for which it was instituted; these, as 
general propositions, had not been, and weuld not, 
he thougat, be denied. The right of the people to 
change their Government, (if it were doubted,) 
might, however, be one question; but whether the 
people of Michigan, by accepling the conditions 
of admission held out to them by the last act of 
Congress, did, in fact, werk such a radical revolu- 
tion in their Government, as to require any very 
labored vindication of the natural and inherent 
right of man to throw off the yoke of oppression, 
when it becomes too galling to be. borne, this was 
quite another matter. The two questions involved, 
as he understood them, were, first, Have the con- 
ditions of admission held out by the act of Congress 
of last session been aceepted by the people ef 
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Michigan? Secondly, was a change in the Constitu- 
tion of Michigan wrought, or attempted to be 
wrought, by the last convention, which accepted the 
conditions prescribed by the act of Congress, and 

“such change was, in effect made, was it made by 
acompetent body, and was it madesecundem artem? 
for it really appeared to him that there were some 
gentlemen who looked more to the form than to 
the substance of things. 

In order correctly to understand the points that 
were involved in this case, it was necessary that 
we should understand the prominent fasts that 
were connected with it, which, as introductory to 
the brief argument he proposed to submit, he would 
now succinctly state. 

The Territory of Michigan, according to the or- 
dinance of the 13ih of July, 1787, for the govern- 
ment of the Territory northwest of the Ohio river, 
was entitled to be admitted into the Union as one 
of the confederate States, when she contained a 
population of sixty thousand souls. In June, 1835, 
when it was ascertained that this Territory con- 
tained a population of more than one hundred 
thousand souls, the people of Michigan, through 
the medium of a convention chosen for that pur- 
pose, met and formed a Constitution for a State 
Government. The preamble to this Constituticn 
declares the Territory of Michigan to be “as es- 
tablished by the act of Congress of 1805,” which 
separated the Michigan from the Indiana Territory. 
That act would seem to include within Michigan 
the territory that formed the subject of dispute be- 
tween the State of Ohio and Michigan. Tt might 
as well be stated here, as elsewhere, and he (Mr. 
V.) begged the House to nete this fact, the great 
importance of which would appear from a portion 
of his subsequent remarks, that the territory of 
which the State of Michigan was to be composed, 
according to her Constitution, does not appear from 
the body of the Constitution of Michigan, and is de- 
signated only in the preamble to the Constitution. 
At the last session of Congress, Michigan came 
here with her Constitution and asked for admission 
into the Union. A question as to disputed boun- 
dary between Ohio and Michigan had already for 
some lime agitated the great State of Ohio and 
the growing and important Territory of Michi- 


gan, and had already assumed a very se- 
aan, $ a 

rous aspect. Congress was anxious to re- 
store tranquillity between these contending 


‘parties, and instead of absolutely accepting the 
Constitution of Michigan, and admitting her at 
once into the family of States, Congress, at its"last 
session, passed an act by which the Constitution and 
State Government which the people of Michigan had 
formed, was “accepted, ratified, and confirmed,” 
provided that a new boundary line was established, 
by which the whole or a part of the disputed terri- 
tory should be given to Ohio; and as a compliance 
with this fundamental condition of admission, 
Congress, by the third section of the act of last ses- 
sion provided, “that the boundanes of Michigan, as 
declared by the act of Congress, should receive the as 

sent of a convention of delegates rlected by the people 
of said State for the sole purpose of giving the assent 
required in the uct ef Congress.” In September 
last, a convention of delegates which assembled in 
Michigan, pursuant to an act of the Legislature of 
that State or 'ferritory, rejected the conditions of 
admission held ont by the act of Congress of last 
session, by a vote of twenty-one to twenty-eight. 
On the 14th day of December last, another conven- 
tion assembled, consisting of seventy-eigh dele- 
gates, and unanimously accepted of the conditions 
contained in the act of Congress. The latter con- 
vention originated through primary assemblies of 
the people. After the first convention rejected the 
terms held out by the act of Congress, there was 
an election for members of the Legislature, held 
according to the Constitution and the laws of Mich- 
igan. This question of accepting or rejecting the 
terms of admission proposed by the act of Con- 
gress of June, 1834, was made a test question at 
this election, and it resulted in the election of mem- 
bers more than three-fourths of whom were favor- 
able to the acceptance of these terms of admis- 
sion. “The county of Washtenaw, one of the largest 
sounties in the State, had returned seven mem- 
bers to the first convention, (which was a number 


equal to the entire majority of the disagreeing 
members,) by a majority of one hundred and eighty~ 
one votes. Not more than 1,700 votes were given 
at this election, both for the assenting and dissent- 

ing members. Aftér the first convention had re-" 
jected the terms proposed by the act of ‘Congréss, © 
many prominent and respectable citizens of this 

county, convinced that avery large majority of its cix 

zens were opposed to the result which the Septem- 

ber convention had attained, addressed ‘a letter to 

the Governor of Michigan, requesting him to call 

another convention. His excellency refused to 

comply with this request, on the ground that his 

power to call aconvention was questionable; but in 

his answer to the citizens of Washtenaw, who had 

thus addressed him, informed them that it was 

competent for the people in their primary assem- 

bles to call another convention, and recommended 

that course of proceeding. 

A convention was accordingly called by great’ 
numbers of the people in their primary capacity. 
On the fifth and sixth days of December, elections 
were held in every county of the State except. the 
counties of Monroe and Macomb. The judges 
appointed by law to preside at the elections in the 
State, presided at this—counted and returned the 
votes, and saw that the laws prescribing the quali- 
fications of voters were duly observed. The De- 
cember election resulted in the choice of seventy- 
eight delegates, who subsequently convened, and’ 
unanimously voted in favor of coming into the 
Union on the terms held out by the act of Congress. 
This county of Washtenaw, which had given 
only seventeen hundred votes at the first election, 
and elected seven dissenting members, by a ma- 
jority of only one hundred and eighty-one votes, at 
the second election chose assenting members by a 
large majority, and gave about nineteen hundred 
votes for the assenting members alone.’ It also 
appears to us most abundantly that, at the last 
election, more than two thousand votes more were 
given for the assenting delegates alone, than were 
given at the former election for both assenting and 
dissenting delegates. . ‘ 

Upon these facts, the first question which na- 
turally ayises is, Has the condition of admission 
held out by the act of Congress of June last been 
complied with? or, in other words, Have the boun- 
dartes of Michigan, as declared by the act of Con- 
gress, received the assent of a convention of dele- 
gates elected by the people of Michigan, “for the 
sole purpose of giving the ussent required by the act 
of Congress?” 

As to this point (said Mr. V.) it must be ob- 
served that although the third section of the act of 
Congress of last session required the assent of a 
convention elected by the people of Michigan, yet 
it did not declare by whom, or by what authority, 
an election for such convention should be ordered. 
Tt does not provide that it shall be called by the Le- 
gislature of Michigan, as there was no Legislature 
there that was recognised by Congress. The his- 
tory of the act of Congress conclusively shows that 
such was the sense of Congress when the act 
passed. By a reference to the journals of the 
Senate of last session, it would be found that the 
bill, as originally reported to the Senate, provided 
that this condition “should be submitted to the 
Legislature of Michigan, and to their Senators in 
Congress, and the member elected to this House.” 
An amendment was moved to strike out this pro» 
vision, and refer the subject directly to the people, 
on the ground that the Legislature of Michigan, as 
a sovereign State, was a body that Congress would 
. hot recognise before her admission into the Union 
consummated. The Territorial Governor had 

resigned, or disappeared, the Legislature of the 
Territory, which had for so many. years convened 
ina Territorial character, Was no longer inexistence, 
and there was, therefore, no intermediate body 
with whom Congress could, or would, treat in so 
important a matter as this. Henee Congress, by 
the act of Tune, 1835, dealt not with the Legisla- 
ture, but with the people of Michigan; and the true 
question, therefore, was, whether the last convene 
tion elected in the manner and under the circume 
stances which characterized the election of its deles 
gates, sufficiently proved the sense of a majority of 
the people of Michigan? 
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This, said Mr. V. was altogether.a question of 

fact, and to dispose of it. satisfactorily, a moment’s 
recurrence to the evidence in the case was neces- 
sary. And upon this branch of the case there was 
one circumstance. which appeared to him entirely 
conclusive. The second convention was held on 
the fifteenth day of December, the election of the 
delegates which composed it was fair and openly 
held in all the counties of the State, except two. 
The proceedings of the second convention were no- 
torious toevery citizen of the State; it was well 
known that a messenger had been despatched to 
Washington (a personage no Jess than the president 
of the convention,)with the proceedings of the con- 
vention, for the. purpose of procuring an immediate 
admission of Michigan into the Union, on the 
ground that she had complied with the terms pro- 
posed by the act of Congress of June last; the sub- 
jecthad been openly and earnestly discussed in the 
other branch of the Legislature weeks ago, and yet 
nóta whisper of remonstrance had been heard from 
any quarter. . Should not this circumstance irresis- 
tibly . lead us to. the conclusion, that there is good 
ground for the statement of the honorable Senators 
aid Representatives elect from Michigan, when they 
tell. us, they are satisfied, that three-fourths of 
the people of Michigan anxiously desire admis- 
sion into the Union, even on the hard condi- 
tion of admission prescribed by Congress? ‘Who 
can, who, dare, doubt as to the real sense of a ma- 
jority of the people upon this subject, with this cir- 
cumstance staring him in the face? But there were 
other. items: of evidence, tending to show that the 
last convention or last election formed a good cri- 
terion of the popular will. It would be recollected, 
that at the last convention more than two thousand 
more votes were given for the assenting delegates 
alone, than were given at the former election for 
both assenting and dissenting delegates together. 
Nor was this all: he (Mr. V.) had already stated, 
that after the tirst convention had rejected the terms 
prescribed by the act. of Congress, and in the month 
of November last, an election was held for mem- 
bers of the Legislature of Michigan. The question 
whether she should come into the Union on the 
terms prescribed by the act of Congress was a test 
question at this election, and it resulted in the elec- 
tion of about three-fourths of the candidates who 
wêre in favor of assenting to the condition of ad- 
Mission, to the two. branches of the Legislature. To 
tiese circumstances might be superadded the very, 
material fact, that this county of Washtenaw which 
had Originally returned the seven dissenting dele- 
gates, who constituted the majority at the first con- 
véntion, elected, for the second convention, delegates 
favorable to the terms of admission prescribed by 
the act of Congress, and that too by a vote so deci- 
siye as to leave no room to doubt the then state of 
feeling on this subject in that large and very impor- 
tant county.. 

It is said, however, that a very inconsiderable 
number of the persons who were qualified to vote 
actually voted at the second election. We are 
told that in December last, the Territory of Michi- 
gan contained about two hundred thousand souls, 
and that only nine thousand votes were given for 
the. delegates chosen at this second convention. It 
must be recollected, in regard to this point, that a 
residence of, six months in the State is one of the 
qualifications of an elector in Michigan. And 
that it appears, from the documents before us, that 
about fifty thousand of the non-residents of Michi- 
gan moved into the State between the first day of 
June and the first day of December last; none of 
whom were qualified to vote. This argument, 
founded upon the inconsiderable number of voters, 
amounts to, nothing, so long as it appears that 

„about two thousand more votes were given for the 
" assenting delegates at the last convention than were 
given at the former convention for the assenting 
and dissenting delegates together; and the same 
gentlemen, who contend’ that it was competent for 
delegates chosen by much less than seven thousand 
voters at. the first convention to give a valid nega- 
tive to the terms prescribed by Congress, tell 
us. that it was not competent for delegates 
chosen by at least nine thousand -electors for 
the second convention to give a valid affirma- 
tive. This was, in his (Mr. V's) estimation, 


very strange argument. But, more than this, he 
was not altogether prepared to admit that nine 
thousand voters were sc inconsiderable a number 
of the qualified electors of Michigan, especially in 
these piping times of peace. Those who remained 
home, and did not vote, must certainly be deemed 
to have assented to the terms held out by Congress. 
There were many congressional districts in the 
State which he had the honor, in part, to represent, 
that contained nine thousand voters, On occasions 
when there was not much public excitement, some 
of these districts would not probably give mcre 
than five thousand votes, and the prevailing candi- 
date might be, and no doubt frequently. was, elect- 
ed by three thousand votes. Still no one would 
doubt the validity of his election on this ground. 
Could not these nine thousand voters have elected 
a Governor and representative to Congress? Why 
then hold them so entirely impotent in regard to 
this subject? 

II. It has been strenuously contended that this 
act of acceptance of the second convention works 
an alteration of the Constitution of Michigan; and 
itis urged, in the same breath, that the latter con- 
vention had no right, in this form, to make such 
alteration. 

This objection, were ita sound one, would be as 
applicable to the doings of the first as those of the 
second convention. ‘The first convention was call- 
ed by the Legistature of Michigan; and if, as had 
been contended, the people of Michigan had no 
right to calla convention, with power in any man- 
ner to alter, amend, or modify their Constitution in 
any other mode than that prescribed by the Consti- 
tution of Michigan itself, he would ask what au- 
thority the Legislature of Michigan had to call a 
convention for such purpose? If the Legislature 
had aright to disregard the mode pointed out by 
the Constitution, had not the sovereign people of 
Michigan an equal right? The Consiitution of 
Michigan prescribes the mode, and the only mede, 
in which it may beamended. According to the 
eleventh article of the Constitution of Michigan, 
“ any amendment or amendments to the Constitu- 
tion may be proposed in the Senate or House of 
Representatives,” and if the same shall be agreed 
to by a majority of the members elected to each of 
the two Houses, such proposed amendment or 
amendments shall be entered on their journals, 
with the yeas and nays taken thereon, and referred 
to the Legislature then next to be chosen, and shall 
be published for three months previous to the mak- 
ing such choice. And if, in the Legislature next to 
be chosen, such proposed amendment or amend- 
ments shall be agreed to by two-thirds of all the 
members elected to each House, then it shall be 
the duty of the Legislature to submit such propos- 
ed amendment or amendments to the people, in 
such manner-and at such time as the Legislature 
shall prescribe; and if the people shall approve and 
ratify such amendment or amendmenis by a ma- 
jority of the clectors qualified to vote for members 
of the Legislature voting thereon, such amendment 
or amendments shall become part of the Constitu- 
tion.” . . 

Here, said Mr. V. we have the mode of amend- 
ing the Constitution of Michigan clearly pointed 
outto us. What stronger right had the Legislature 
than the people to call a convention to amend the 
Constitntion? (if there were indeed any amendment 
of the Constitution in the matter.) It was certainly 
too late to make this objection now. If it ever was 
sound (which he very much doubted,) it ought to 
have been urged against the passage of the act of 
Congress of last session. Congress, when that act 
was passed, had the Constitution of Michigan lying 
before it. It knew that the Legislature of Michi- 
gan (a body which Congress had never yet abso- 
lutely recognised) would have no right to give a 
binding assent, if it were true, as some gentlemen 
contended, that such assent involved an amendment 
of the Constitution; and Congress, therefore, instead 
of referring it to any intermediate agency, whose 
powers were defined and limited, at once referred 
the. matter to the sovereign power, the people of 
Michigan.. Where were the vigilant guardians of 
the Constitution of Michigan when the act of Con- 
gress passed, recognising the right of the sovereign 
people, through a convention, to accept of the terms i 
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contained in the act? They were not then at their 


posts, for this act passed very quietly through Con- 
gress, and no gentleman to his (Mr. V’s) know- 
ledge, then imagined that by referring the subject 
to the arbitrament of the people, we were authoriz- 
ing measures that were anarchical and revolution- 
ary. Butifthe act of acceptance by the last con- 
vent on did alter the Constitution of Michigan, if it 
were true that territory has so much of the essence 
of the Constitution of a State as that a small por- 
tion of disputed territory could not be added or sub- 
tracted without working an alteration of the Consti- 
tution of such State, he would, in such event, con- 
tend that it was competent for the people, through 
the medium of a convention chosen by them for 
such purpose, to make such alteration. When the 
people of Michigan made their Constitution, pre- 
scribing the mode of amending it, as above quoted, 
with whom did they contract? They contracted 
with themselves; andhave they nota-right to revoke 
what they themselveshave ordained? They contract- 
ed with themselves, and have a perfect right to exone- 
rate themselves from the binding force of the con- 
tract. The Legislature is the creature of the Con- 
stitation, and is therefore under it. It has no life 
and capacity other that what it draws from the lat- 
ter. The Constitution, on the other hand, is the 
creature of the people. It is their potential will 
alone that gave it allits efficacy and binding force. 
As had well been observed by one of the commen- 
tators cited by his friend from Maryland, (Mr. 
Thomas) the Constitution was, in relation to the 
people, like clay in the hands of the potter. ‘They 
could mould and fashion it as their sense of patriot- 
ism, or their views of public good, might dictate. 

But it had been urged, that although the people 
are sovereign, they can only act through a legal 
organization when they undertake to change their 
organic law; that is to say, through the medium of 
forms and regulations, as to time and manner, pre- 
scribed by their Legislature. 

This doctrine, (said Mr. V.) is contrary to the 
whole theory and sprit of our institutions. It- puts 
the servant above his master, the creature above 
his creator. According to this doctrine, if the peo- 
pleare suffering grievances, be they ever so in- 
tolerable, and their law makers do not take the 
incipient steps towards remedying them, the peo- 
ple in their sovereign capacity are entirely impo- 
tent. The idea that every peaceable movement of 
the people to change their organic law, is a fac- 
lious or rebellious movement, is indeed monstrous. 
But it was more particularly unsound, when ap- 
plied to the subject matter now under consideration; 
for be it remembered, that in the conditional com- 
pact which we made here, in the overture which 
we held out by the act of last session, we knew 
nothing about the Legislature of Michigan, We 
recognised no authority but the sovereign people of 
a particular Territory, over which, until they 
accepted of our condition of admission into 
the family of States, we had a right to execute 
jurisdiction. The Territory of Michigan was ours; 
he meant so far as sovereignty and jurisdiction 
were concerned. When called upon to surrender 
this sovereignty and this jurisdiction, we had a right 
to prescribe our own conditions, so long as they 
were reasonable and consistent with the Constitu- 
tion of the United States; and if we were satisfied 
that these conditions had been substantially, not 
technically, complied with, it was not only cur right, 
but our duty, to make the promised surrender. We 
were dealing, as it were, with our own; not with 
a community whose sovereignty and State inde- 
pendence we had already absolutely recognised. 
‘We would not recognise Michigan as a sovereign 
confederate State, until she complied with a certain 
condition; and whether that condition had or had 
not been substantially complied with, was a ques- 
tion of fact, easy to be determined. 

“While upon this branch of the subject, (said Mr. 
V.) he would say a word or two as to the nature 
and weight of the evidence upon which the friends 
of the bill rely, for the purpose of proving the sense 
of the people of Michigan. Ithad been remark- 
ed by the honorable gentleman from Kentucky, 
(Mr. Hardin,) that the evidence was not altogether 
satisfactory, and that it was not the character and 

degree of evidence upon which we could safely rely 
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as the basis of our legislation. He entirely differed 
from the honorable gentleman upon this point. 
The evidence was not only full and overflowing, 
but emanated from sources that we could not but 
respect. It came to us, too, fortified with the strong 
circumstance, that no effort had been made to im- 
‘peach or falsify it in any particular. Indeed, it 
would almost seem that the disagreeing members 
of the first convention had themselves been con- 
verted to the faith of those from whom, at first, 
they had dissented; for not a syllable, by way of 
protest, had been heard from them. There was 
the official communication of General Williams, 
the president of the convention, informing us 
of the doings of the convention. There was 
the assent of the members of the convention, duly 
-signed by them, to the condition required by the 
act of Congress; there was the letter of the Senators 
in Congress, and the Representative chosen to this 
House, from Michigan, containing answers to inter- 
rogatories propounded to them by the committee of 
this House, to whom the bill on your table had been 
referred; there was an extract from a letter of the 
Governor of Michigan, and letters from various 
other gentlemen, well known to most of the mem- 
bers of this House, all going to prove the facts which 
he (Mr. V.) had detailed in the introduction of his 
argument. And was not this evidence abundant, 
especially when viewed in connection with the fact, 
that not a word of dissent or remonstrance had been 
heard from any quarter? What evidence do you 
require as a legitimate basis for legislative action? 
“Do you want seals and bonds, and records, and sub- 
scribing witnesses, when you have no reasonable 
room to doubt as to the fact, which is to form the 


ground of your legislation? Legislative bodies are - 


not so trammelled with form and technicality, as all 
this would seem to indicate. They pass very im- 
portant laws upon mere newspaper accounts or re- 
presentations. Does a tremendous fire lay waste a 
-valuable portion of your great commercial empo- 
rium? You extend relief to some of the sufferers, 
without first sending forth a commission to take tes- 
timony, and report whether the devouring element 
has indeed committed the ravages told of by public 
-journals and private letters. Do the public jour- 
nals tell you that vessels are wrecked and hundreds 
of lives lost upon your coast, in consequence of a 
want of energy, vigilance and efficiency in the pi- 
lots whose duty it is to point out the safe passages 
to your harbors? You at once recollect that the 
Constitution has commuted to your hands the great 
trast of regulating commerce, and you forthwith set 
about inquiring the ways and means you had best 
putin requisition, to prevent a recurrence ot such 
“shocking catastrophes; and that, too, without first ap- 
pointing: a committee to inquire how many ill-fated 
‘mortals have fallen victims to your past remissness. 
He who will not believe the testimony accumulated 
“upon the points; First, that the election for dele- 
gates to the second convention were fairly conduct- 
ed; second, that the votes for the assenting dele- 
gates for the last convention exceeded, by a large 
“majority, that for both assenting and disagreeing 
-delegates for the first convention; and thirdly, that 
at least four-fifths of the sovereign people of Michi- 
-gan would rather come into the Union upon what 
‘they deemed the hard terms proposed by the act of 
last session of Congress, rather than be longer post- 
poned; those who are yet unbelievers in these seye- 
Tal propositions, must be sceptical in the extreme. 
The honorable gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
Hardin) has asked me, in a tone of triumph, and 
challenged me to answer him, whether there could 
be in Michigan a constitutional Government and 
a revolutionary Government in operation at one 
and the same time. Sir, (said Mr. V.) the gentle- 
man begs the question, when he assumes that it is 
nécessary for our pupose to show that a constitution- 
al Government and a revolutionary Government 
can legitimately co-exist in a State. He contend- 
ed, as will be remembered, that there was no 
constitutional Government in Michigan, which 
Congress had absolutely recognised up to the time 
-of the Second convention. Congress had, be it 
always remembered, made no absolute recognition 
of any power in Michigan, but that which was 
-lodged in the people of the Territory. The gentle- 


man, in one part of his speech, admitted that- 


i 


Michigan had been somewhat irregular in her first 
movement; that, strictly speaking, she could not 
change her Territorial relation, and form a State 
Constitution, without first obtaining the assent of 
Congress; but that Congress, if it saw fit, could 
waive the irregularity of the proceedings of the peo- 
ple of Michigan, and ratify and affirm their doings. 
The gentleman had further contended that the 
first convention was the fruit of the constitutional 
Government, and that the last convention was an 
emanation of the revolutionary Government. Sir, 
(said Mr. V.) both were equally revolutionary in 
their character, if an amendment of the Constitu- 
tion was effected by the acceptance of the terms 
proposed by Congress. It had already too often 
been said that there was but one mode of amend- 
ing the Constitution of Michigan, according to the 
organic Jaw, which the people of that State had 
adopted; and that the first convention was no more 
the child of that Constitution than was the second. 
Under, and according to that Constitution, the first 
convention had no right to amend it. 

We have (said Mr. V.) heard a great deal said 
about revolutions, and some portions of thé elabo- 
rate argument of his friend from Maryland, as to 
the right of the people to revolutionize their Go- 
vernment, able as it was, was, (he spoke with great 
deference to the superior ability and experience of 
that gentleman,) he humbly apprehended, some- 
what calculated to mislead those who had not 
attended very strictly to the facts and to the true 
points in this case. Tt was calculated to induce 
the suspicion or fear that some terrible revolution 
may have been wrought there. Sir, there has 
been no revolution in the Government of Michi- 
gan. Though a little territory may have been 
taken from her at one end, and a little more may 
have been added at another, all the guarantees 
thrown around the rights of person and propert{ 
py the Constituiion of Michigan were still there, 
unchanged and unmodified in any particular. 
Was the Government provided by the Constitution. 
of Michigan republican? It is still so. Did it 
secure the freedom of conscience, and religion, 
and the freedom of the press? It still does. Did 
it prescribe and define the duties of the executive, 
legislative, and judicial branches of the Govern- 
ment? It still does. Did it prescribe the qualifica- 
tions of electors? It still does. Did it secure the 
citizen against unwarrantable searches and seizures, 
and guaranty the right of trial by jury? It still 
does. All these fundamental provisions—the life, 
and soul, and essence of the Constitution—are 
still there, notwithstanding the terrible revolution 
we have heard so much of What, then, is this 
monstrous resolution, this radical change of the 
Constitution, abort which we have heard sneh dole- 
fol jeremiads? Why, sir, a little piece of territory 
has been taken from one end of the State, and a 
linle more than an equivalent has been added to 
the other, and all with the consent and direction of 
the Congress of the United States, before Michigan 
had absolutely passed from under her tutelage, and 
with the consent, too, of a large inajorily of the 
people of Michigan! 

This (said Mr. V.) brought him to another point, 
upon which he proposed to dwell for only a mo- 
ment. Efe was not prepared to admit that territory 
was so much of the essence of even a regularly or- 

ganized State (not to mention a mere Territory) as 


© a . ~ 
that a little addition to, or subtraction from, the 


territory which the jurisdiction of the State originally ; 


covered, conid not be made without altering or 


amending its Constitution. The Constitution of* 


the United States, when it was framed and adopted, 
did not contemplate the addition of Louisiana or 


Florida. It did not originally cover either; and 
yet this immense territory was purchased, and 


your federal jurisdiction was extended over it, with- 
out amending your Federal Constitution. Consti- 
tutions, after all, seemed to be a little more elastic, 
or a little mere capable ef contraction, than many 
gentlemen seemed to imagine. There have been va- 
rious controversies between States, respecting dis- 

uted boundary lines; and they have all been set- 
tled without feeling it necessary to amend their 


Constitutions, and without dreaming that their Con- ` 
stitutions were in effect amended thereby. New: 
York, long after the adoption of her Constitution, : 
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claimed a considerable ‘portion of what- 
Vermont. She relinquished all: claim of jurisdic- 
tion over it, without ever supposing that her Consti- 
tution was amended by the operation. But, sir, let 
us come down to a later period. For many years, 
and until very lately, there has been a controversy 
between New York and New Jersey, respecting 
the true boundary line between those two contigu- 
ous States. The gallant Jerseymen were very pug- 
nacious when they fancied that the Empire ‘State 
was disposed to trespass upon their oyster’ beds. 

The matter was once brought before ‘the Sü- 
preme Court of the United States; and had, ashe 

believed, been finally adjusted, without any amend- 
ing of Constitutions on either side. ` The States, 

through their Legislatures, were constantly’ ceding 

jurisdiction to the United States for military or 

naval purposes, and all this, too, without amend- 

ing their constitutions. Constitutions (said Mr. 

V.) are organic laws that guard the cardinal rights 

ef States and communities; and if, in the progress 

of events, a small portion of territory, or a few 

members of the community, once shielded by this 

law, ‘be severed from it, it is idle to say that it 

is not operative and binding upon the main body that 

remain, without resorting to the process of amend- 

ment, $ 

A change in the Constitution of a State, a revo- 
lution in Government, is something more than the 
loss of a few miles of disputed territory over 
which the Government was originally’ extended. 
It is not quite so insignificant an affair. Itis nota 
gentle breeze, that merely tears off'a branch or a leaf, 
but.a tornado, that. sweeps away the main pillars, 
and the very corner stones of the edifice, and levels 
the old order of things to the ground. It shakes 
whole nations, and marks its career with desolation 
and blood. To call the orderly proceedings of the 
free people of Michigan, in this instance, a revo- 
lution, is indeed contradicting all our former no- 
tions of revolutions of Government. It is dispa- 
raging and libelling that great and glorious struggle 
which secured to us the right of sitting here, and 
legislating for a great, a free, and a happy people. 

At the same time that he deemed it unnecessary 
for the purposes of the question immediately before 
the House, to have gone into all the profound and 
elementary learning extant, as to: the right of the 
people to resort to this extreme remedy, he did not 
wish to be considered as entirely repudiating the 
doctrines of the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
Thomas.) Deny to the people the right of chang- 
ing their Government, when it becomes either op- 
pressive or inadequate to the purposes for which it 
was instituted, and you deny the very cause which 
gave existence to us as a nation. You open 
sources of sovereignty other than those which 
your fathers taught you, and array yourselves 
against the principles which were promulgated 
io the world in that immortal instrument which de- 
clared your independence as a nation. But, sir, 
neither the time nor the occasion will justify my 
going into an elaborate disquisition on the inherent 
rights of man, and the origin of Government. 

It has been asked, and will doubtless again be 
asked, if Michigan was not, to all intents and pur- 
poses, a sovereign State when you passed the law 
of the last session admitting her into the Union, af- 
ter she should have executed certain conditions on 
her part, how could she choose Senators in Con- 
gress, and a Representative to this House, before 
the act of Congress had passed? The gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. Hardin) had himself given 
the answer to this. He had told us that although 
the proceedings of Michigan, in- forming a State 
Constitution and organizing a State. Government, . 
were premature and irregular, yet it was compe- 
tent for Congress to waive: this irregularity, and : to 
ratify and confirm what Michigan had. thus: done. 
There is a difference between adopting and ratify- 
ing an unauthorized thing after it is done, @nd au- 
thorizing the-doing of it before itisdone. You are 
constantly passing laws, confirming titles that are 
either void or voidable, yet it does not follow from 
this that the title which you are thus called upon to 
perfect was good. before your act of confirmation 
passed. The adoption-and ratification of an act, 
originally irregular, by-a party competent to adapt 
or ratify, legalizes the act from its: dogeption. a 
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as between individuals, a party, professing to be 
your agent, usurps authority which he had strictly 


. no right to exercise, and does. an act which he had | 


no right to do, and you afterwards adopt and ratify 


the act, you make him your agent from the begin- | 
Mr. V. said, there were too many lawyers, | 


ning. 
and, if not lawyers, too many gentlemen of sound 
discrimination, and strong common sense, now in 
his hearing, to require him longer to dilate upon 
this topic. A 
Sir; said Mr. V. I have now said, upon the 
points involved in this case, allihat [deemed myself 
called upon to say, as a member‘of the Judiciary 
Cominittee, to which this whole subject was refer- 
red. I have attempted, as is ever my study, so to 
discuss this subject-as to give offence to no gentle- 
man, and have endeavored to exclude from my dis- 
. course, feeble as it has been, all extraneous topics. 
I will not so far degrade the proud place to which 
-my constituents have here elevated me, as to per- 
vert it on every occasion into the means of pouring 
forth party tirades against political adversaries. 
. There are duties and topics that belong to the stump 
and the electioneering rostrum, and there are duties 
and topics that appropriately belong to your halls 
. of legislation. There is a style, a tone, and a 
temper, that may well become the harangue occa- 
sions of political gladiators elsewhere, and which 
ily accords with the dignity and amenity that 
. Should always be observed in your halls of legisla- 
tion. I wish not, sir, to assume the odious office 
_ of censor of the habits and practices of this louse. 
I claim no exemption from, those that are excep- 
tionable. Standing, then, in ‘the relation of 
-particeps criminis, I will take occasion to say, 
„that while Ihave had the honor of a seat in this 
House, there has been generally too great an incli- 
nation in gentlemen here to wander from the tue 
point under debate, too great a propensity to deal 
in common-place party denunciation, rather than 
illustrate great questions of principle with fair, with 
terse and statesman-like logie. Amid the thousand 
Speeches that are constantly thrown off here about 
matters and things in general, compact, well-digest- 
ed, and instructive arguments are indeed “like 
-angel’s visits, few, and farbetween.” Jt was not 
so, sir, in the early days of the republic, when 
your Madisons, your Homiltons, your Marshalls 
and your Ellsworths illustrated the annals of your 
legislation. We now, at this late day, constantly 
consult their speeches, as if they were the gifts of 
oracles. _ It is, sir, because when they entered the 
_ sacred halls of legislation, they disdained the mise- 
rable trashy ephemeral party topics of the day, and 
dwelt only on questions of interest. Yes, their 
giant intellects grappled only with great subjects of 
principle, that concerned the publie weal, not only 
tor a day ora year, but for ages to come. Itis 
high time, sir, that we should begin to emulate 
theirexample. Itis high time that we begin to 
realize, that the people did not send us here as 
schoolmasters to teach them what candidates they 
had better honor with their confidence, and to teil 
them of the foibles or the virtues of the ing or the 
outs, but as agents to originate measures, and enact 
laws that may conduce to their permanent happi- 
-ness and prosperity. 
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SPEECH OF MR. PRESTON, 
Or Soutu CAROLINA, 
In Senate, January 13, 1837—On the resolution to 


expunge a part of the journal for the sessi 
linear j ) he session of 
Mr. PRESTON addressed the Senate as follows: 
Nothing, Mr. President, (said he,) was farther 
from my intention, than to have said a Single word 
on this subject. Nor do I now propose to discuss 
it, That has been done so fully and elaborately on 
both sides, that I shall not enter upon the argument 
I thought I should not have said a word, but I feel 
a sort.of impossibility of withholding the expression 
of my utter repugnance to this proceeding. If we 
had not arrived at the very issue; if the qnestion 
were not ready to be taken, I should hare reiained 
my seat, for I have long been endeavoring to school 
and to subdue my ħéart down to this submission 
During the entire. course of events which has gra- 
dually brought my mind to thé conclusion that this 
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Senate. 
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resolution would at some time pass, I have endea- 
vored to discipline my feelings, to curb and restrain 
them, and bring down my mind to the event, so that 
when at last the sad moment should arrive, I might 
mect it with a becoming resignation; and I did sup- 
pose that I had succeeded. I had long scen the 
growing popularity of this measure. I was no 
stranger to the arts and the industry by which the 


| progress of that popularity had been stimulated and 


urged on from day to day. I well knew the 
power and the popularity of the Chief Magis- 
trate. I had heard of his own personal exer- 
tions to promote this object. Isaw that it was re- 
solved upon as a party measure, and I saw the party 
which had resolved upon it, rapidly and triumphantly 
succeeding. throughout a large part of the Union. 
These things certainly are sufficient to have fore- 
warned me, and I had hoped, and till this moment 
believed, that they had forearmed me also. But 
there was added to all these the still less equivocal 
evidence arising from the proceedings of several of 
the State Legislatures. Sir, when first I heard that 
a State Legislature had instructed her Senators on 
this floor to vote in favor of this thing; it struck me 
with inexpressible sorrow and dismay. But when 
I from time to time beheld various other State Le- 
gislatures, acting under the same dictation, or at 
least misled into the same mistake, sorrow assumed 
in my bosom the complexion of despair. But there 
was still one ingredient to be added to this cu p, to 
ender the odious draught more intolerably bitter, 
I could, I will confess it, with some comparative de- 
gree of philosophy, have seen certain States of this 
confederacy one after another giving way, and 
bringing their successive sacrifices to this altar of 
Executive power. f could have borne to see this 
and that and the other State prostrating herself and 
aiding in the general conspiracy to prostrate the 
Senate. Lut when at length it came to pass that 
the ancient and powerful Commonwealth of Virgi- 
nia was brought to bow her yenerable locks before 
the footstool of power, forgot her past history, for- 
got who and what she is and what she has been, 
and associated herself ina combination like this, 
how shall I describe to you my feelings! As a po- 
litician, I might have been mortified at such a spec- 
tacle; as aslatesman, belonging to the United States, 
1 turned from it with shame; butas anative of Vir- 
ginia, I deplore, I lament, from the bottom of my 
heart, thei she too, has joined the funeral proces- 
sion of the Constitution. Sir, I was proud to re- 
member her ia her proud day; to consider her as 
she once was, and perhaps still is—the mother of 
great men; to look back to that bright, that im- 
mortal period in our history when she recalled her 
children from these halls of national legislation into 
her own Legislature, there to vindicate tha rights 
and independence of the State, and to re-assert the 
violated Coustitution against the usurpations of 
this Government. ‘then, indeed, Virginia preserv- 
ed that illustrious character which had descend- 
ed with her from the Revolution. Then she put 
herself on her State rizhts, and on the popular doe- 
trines of a free Government; and all who witnessed 
the animating sight must have concluded that, 
throughout her existence, she would ever continue 
to vindicate and to perpetuate the doctrine and the 
spirit of liberty. Sir, I couid have wished that the 
honorable gentleman who now represents that dis- 
tinguished State could have found in his own mind 
reasons for taking a different course from that which 
he has pursued in this matter. With the powers 
which he unquestionably possesses, with his liberal 
education and large experience, and especially with 
the good fortune of growing up amidst the very 
men who laid the foundations of our Republic, I 
had hoped that he would have invoked the ancient 
spirit of his State, and would have added the suf- 


frage of his voice to save the trey nbling Constitu- 


- tion, about to be immolated at the footsten] of Exc- 


cutive power. But it was my lot to he disappoint- 
ed; and I mourn, from the bottom of my heart, the 
instruction under which he feels himself constrained 
to vote for this extraordinary resolution. Where 
are the sedateness, the gravity, the calm and cau- 
tious wisdom of Madison? Where the philosophie 
spirit, the enlarged views, and popular predilections 
of Jeferson? Where the sturdy republicanism of 
John Taylor? Where those bright names which 


make her history? They are gone—gone, and oth- 
ers control her destiny. Sir, I lament, -I mourn, 
that my native State should have lent herself and 
the remnant of her glory to promote and gloss over 
this proceeding. I take consolation, however, Mr. 
President, that there is one State, one free and 
fearless Staie, which has kept herself aloof from 
this combination; whose unbroken spirit, whose 
pride and honor, demand of me, her representative, 
to make, as I now do, on behalf of South Carolina, 
her public and solemn protest against this open 
and flagrant violation of the Constitution. 
But, sir, I have done. The argument is exhaust- 
ed; the verdict has been rendered; the judgment 
given; execution is demanded—ay, sir, and let me 
add, the executioners are here with ready hands. 
Exercise your function, gentlemen. You have been 
called on todo execution—do it. The axe is in 
your hand; perform that which is so loudly called 
for. Execution, sir? Of what? Of whom? Is 
the axe aimed at me, and at those of us who voted 
for the resolution you are about to expunge? Isit 
us you strike at? If so, I would say, and with 
comparative satisfaction, in God's name let. the 
blow come, and while the fatal edge fell upon my 
neck, I would declare, with honest sincerity, that I 
had rather be the criminal of 1834 than the execu- 
tioner of 1836. Proceed, gentlemen, do your holy 
work. Grant judgment. Do execution—execu- 
tion upon your own records—execution upon the 
Constitution of your country, I do not envy you 
your office. Personally, however, it does not touch 
us. No, sir, I am glad, I rejoice, that on that re- 
cord my name is found as one against whom this 
actis aimed. I would appeal from the present time 
to posterity, and ask whether the names of myself 
and my associates or the names of our execution- 
ers are then most likely to be venerated as guar- 
dians of the Constitution, But can you suppose 
that your work is to be donc on that body of repre- 
sentatives of the States who voted for the obnox- 
ious record? That you will execute us? Our re- 
puiation, our character, and standing? No, sir; it 
is not in the power of your black lines to touch us. 
I, indeed, was but a common soldier, and served 
in the ranks under greater men. But would gen~ 
tlemen strike ont of the record of tnis Government 
the names of those who offered that resolution? N, o, 
no. They are far beyond your reach, and the only 
result of your impotent attack will be the more 
firmly to establish their fame. Wrong they may 
have been, but their business and their aim was to 
sustain the Constitution. An act had been done of 
equivocal import, and attended with tremendous 
consequences. ‘Lhose consequences swept over 
the Union like an inundation, and in that dark 
hour, and in the face of a popularity befere which 
nothing could stand, they dared to raise their voice 
in this Hall, and, so far asan expression of opinion 
could go, to record their censure of that act. And 
will gentlemen pretend’to tell me that these men 
will not receive the gratitude of posterity? This 
expunging process may for a season promote the 
reputation of those who perform it; but this deed 
will bring fresh into remembrance the names of 
those who passed that resolution which they can- 
not suffer to stand on the records of the Senate. 
Some of these indivividuals are present, and I 
must forbear. But long after we shall have passed 
away, when the history of our country is written, 
and fondly and proudly dwelt upon by our poste- 
rity, their names will be mentioned. They will 
be familiar as household words, and will be taught 
to children as the names of W ashington, and Ad- 
ams, and Hancock, and Lee, and Lafayette are 
now taughi toour children. If the hope, if the de- 
sign is to efface those names from the leaves of 
our national memorials, it will fail. Every effort 
to extinguish will but increase the splendor which 
surrounds them. An attack upon the Constitution 
may, indeed, confer on those who perpetrate it a 
sort of immortality, but it is not “such as will be- 
long to its defenders. We remember, indeed, but 
we execrate, the name of the miscreant who, fora 
sort of fame, destroyed a venerable temple of an- 
tiqnity. And whom, I again ask, will you do ex- 
ecution upon? Upon the records? Is it the object 
of ofience? Will you make your war on the pa- 
per? Will you wreak your spite upon so much 
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rags and cotton? Who or what is it that is to be 
prostrated and broken down? It is the Senate 
of the United States. It is one of the co-ordi- 
nate branches of the General Government. Pro- 
ceed then to the sacrifice. Do execution on 


the Senate. Consummate your solemn farce, and | 


then rise and congratulate yourselves that you are 
yourselves members of the very body that you 
have bowed to the footstool of power. Offer your 
glad hosannas—ay, triumph and boast that you have 
brought that Senate, of which you form a part, to 
this pass. But while you are making the welkin 
ring, I will mourn at your jubilee. I shall be 
present at the scene, but notof it, and my only con- 
šolation will be that I can reply to my country, 
“Thou canstnot say I did it” The people, it 
seems, have decided against the Senate. The peo- 
ple order the Senate to take the Constitution in their 
hand—to bring it into the presence of the “miracu- 
lous man,” asan honorable Senator (Mr. Dana) 
has just termed him, and, as an offering for his 
great services, for his unequalled popularity, for 
the, unsurpassed confidence which he enjoys, sing 
hosaunas in his ears, and while the sky re-echoes to 
your shouts of exultation, burn the Constitution as 
incense under his nostrils. This, and nothing less 
than this, will satisfy the idolatrous devotion of his 
admirers. Do execution on the records of your 
land. Obliterate your own journal? Do not in- 
troduce the report of a committee. Do not revoke 
your former act by recording a resolution; but per- 
form a physical act of execution. Why, sir, does 
the Senate of to-day differ from the Senate of yes- 
terday? Hasthe Senate of 1837 diferent views 
from the Senate of 18342 Does the Senate now 
think that the Senate then grossly transcended its 
power? And is not language capable of expres- 
sing this? Are there nowordsto express a differ- 
ence of opinion? Cannot you state the strength of 
your conviction in,all the compass of your mother 
tongue? No. You must doa physical act. You 
must put nothing on record. You must perform a 
deed. You must do something that has no prece- 
dent. Your Clerk is to be exhibited, not reading, 
not writing, not enunciating your decisions, but 
performing mechanical execution on a bit of paper. 
He is not to be occupied in his ordinary and legal 
functions. No, sir. He is to perform the duty of 
a common hangman. Might it not be as well to 
order in a file of soldiers wilh their bayonets? Or 
would it not be better still 1o purify the journal by 
fire? Fire is the ancient ordeal. Give the victim 
to the flames; and then, like a company of the 
native Sagamores, sit round and inhale the agree- 
able fragrance as the smoke of the guilty lines shall 
darkly ascend toheaven. When the act is perform- 
ed you will have seta memorable precedent. And 
do you think there will be no improvement on this 
patent mode of conciliating the Executive? May 
it not be profitably applied to some other purposes? 
Why not expunge those who made the record? If 
the proceeding had a guilt so monstrous as to ren- 
der necessary this novel and extraordinary course, 
the men themselves who perpetrated the decd—it is 
they who should be expunged. Men who entered 
so foul a page upon your journals cannot be worthy 
of a seat here. Remove us. Turnus out. Ex- 

el us from the Senate. Would to God you could. 
Call in the Pretorian guard. Take us—apprehend 
us—march us off. 

But the honorable Senator who has just resumed 
his seat, takes the ground that this expunging reso- 
lution is merely a strong mode of expressing an 
opinion. I put it to the candor of that honorable 
gentleman whether this is a mere expression of 
opinion? The resolution which is to be expunged 
asserted, on behalf of the Senate, a difference of 
opinion from the President of the United States. 
it expressed that difference fairly and openly. The 
whole extent of its offence is the expression of a 
difference of opinion from the President on a con- 
stitutional question. It never once entered the 
minds of the authors of that resolution to stain 

ourrecord by an official act of hatred. I admit, 
indeed, that the bosoms of some of them may not 
have been wholly free from some feelings of that 
description, and that some of the speeches on this 
fiooy manifested at times a strong sentiment of hos- 
tility towards the President. But did it ever enter 
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their thoughts to make the journal of this body a 
record of personal spite? They expressed a differ- 
ence of sentiment, and this surely may be done in 
the very kindest spirit. But, sir, is that the temper 
of the present proceeding? Is it to express a dif- 
ference of opinion that we are now invited? Is it 
to express an opinion at all? What is it the ex- 
pression of? Vengeance. That is what is to be 
expressed. The compass of the English lan- 
guage is not able to bring forth a tone suffi- 
cient for the purpose. Vengeance! vengeance! 
must be taken on the records. They are to be 
put in mourning. They are to be hung with 
black. In tms there may be a double purpose. 
The Senate may intend that their journals shall 
bear imperishable evidence of their deep mourn- 
ing that the feelings of the President should have 
been wounded. The record is to be carried into 
his presence, that we may show the Chief Magis- 
trate that we have put ourselves permanently into 
mourning for the offence we have committed, and 
to express our humble hope that this may go some 
little way towards healing the wounds which have 
been inflicted on his sensibility. Possibly the Pre- 
sident may deign to listen to us; nay, he may even 
give a gracious smile of approbation, a glance of 
complacency, on those who humbly present to him 
this most grateful oblation. Yes, sir, the proceed- 
ing is intended to inscribe upon our records more 
than language can impart, more than we are wil- 
ling or able to put into words; a deed, an overt act, 
will, it is humbly hoped, prove more grateful than 
any words could have been rendered to the august, 
the “miraculous” being who is to be propitiated. 
Attend, sir, to the palinode which has just been 
sung to the honor and glory of the President of the 
United States. ‘The attenuated period, both of po- 
litical and physical existence, of the President 
makes me very reluctant indeed to offer any re- 
marks on the very extravagant language in which 
he has been praised; nor should I advert to the 
gentleman’s speech at all but to notice the ground 
on which this measure is advocated. “ Expunge, 
expunge,” cries the gentleman; “expunge a resolu- 
tion which is an attack on the good, the glorious, 
the popular, the powerful, the ‘miraculous’ Presi- 
dent of the United States.” This, sir, was the 
tone, and this the argument in three-fourths, nay, 
in four-fifths of the vencrable gentleman’s dis- 
course. He puts this resolution on the ground of his 
eulogy of the President. That is the sole argu- 
ment, Because President Jackson is praiseworthy 
and glorious, expunge, expunge. Why, sir, what is 
the connection? ‘The Senator has certainly not 
given us a very logical conclusion. General Jack- 
son is to be praised; that forms the premises of his 
argument. This record is to be expunged; that is 
the conclusion. We are to obliterate our records, 
and bring them, in the habiliments of mourning, to 
his fect, because President Jackson is gracious, 
glorious, popular, powerful, miraculous. And all 
these properties, and all this glory, is to be trans- 
ferred bodily to another gentleman who is just like 
himself. Alter ef idem. We are to abolish our 
journal, because General Jackson is thus and thus, 
and his successor will be thus and thus. That is 
the argument. I say nothing now of the truth of 
the premises, because this is not & convenient oppor- 
portunity for the investigation of that subject. 
"Those who are in ecstacies, who are in exuliations 
of admiration, who are shouting, clapping hands, 
and singing hallelujahs, are not exactly in a condi- 
tion of mind to listen or be argued with. They- 
may be within the extreme pale of reason, but 
they are, to say the least, on the confines of enthu- 
siasm. But, admitting that the President is that 
exalted, that immaculate, that unequalled, that mi- 
raculous person which he is represented; allowing 
that he leaves out of sight all that history has left 
us of ancient Rome, and all that we have read of 
modern worth and virtue; and admitting that all 
this is transferable, and has been transferred, for 
the glory and plessedness of our country, to one 
worthy to be his successor, let me ask, how does this 
bring us to the conclusion that the record of our 
roceedings is to be expunged? 
~ Lei the gentleman inireduce a resolution embo- 
dying the substance of his speech, to wit, that Ge- 
neral Jackson is the greatest and best man that 
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now lives, has lived, or will ever live again; that 
he is worthy ofall honor and glory; that the Con- 
stitution is to be sacrificed, and the. records of one 
branch of the Governrnent defaced and mutilated 
for his gratification. Let him lay that resolution 
before the people, to whose verdict he has appeal- 
éd, and see how it will be reeived. 

The honorable gentleman, however, stated one 
fact in reference to the President, which .is.more 
novel, at least, than many of the remarks with 
which he favored the Senate. It is, if I mistake 
not, something entirely novel on this floor. He 
told us that the President was miraculous. But 
the miracle, it seems, lies in the fact that bẹ was 
born a foreigner, and is President of the United 
States. Sir, General Jackson, I admit, has over- 
come great difficulties. He has fought the battle 
of life; he has fought it every where for success, 
and with success. But] never knew until I was 
now officially informed, that he was born in Ire- 
land. [A laugh.] ‘To prevent his future historians 
from falling into a difficulty like that which hap» 
pened in the case of a more obscure individuat in 
Greece, for whose birth-place seven cities are said 
to have contended, the gentleman from New 
Hampshire has kindly fixed the spot; and when 
that cloud of future historians of whom we have, 
been told, and who are themselves to become im- 
mortal by writing General Jackson’s life, shall be 
searching for panegyric to adorn. their rival pages 
on that deathless theme, they will at least be re- 
lieved from the pains of uncertain conjecture as to 
the nativity of the hero of their story. $ 

It is said, from high authority, that men make to 
themselves idols and worship them, and I shall not 
now pause to censure this propensity of our na 
ture; and I know when the idol is fashioned it is 
dificult to restrict its worshippers as to the mode of 
worship, or the extent of the sacrifice. “To the 
idolsin the East men sacrifice themselves, and 
sometimes their wives: and children. But these 
gentlemen are far wiser. They do not sacrifice 
themselves—nothing is farther from. their thoughts. 
Such a thing does not enter into their purposes. 
But still the sacrifice must be conspicuous, impres- 
sive, such as will produce effect. They look round 
for a victim. But will they, like Eastern devotees, 
cast themselves beneath the onward crushing car of. 
Executive power? Oh, no, sir. Nothing like it. 
They stand cautiously out of the way of its career, 
and cast down the Constitution of their country. 
That is the victim—crush it. There is the official 
record of the Senate—crush it. There is the very 
body itself, the collected Senate of the United States 
crush it. Anddo yov crush it, gentlemen? Do 
you expunge the Senate for daring to speak a word 
in its last expiring hours, to indicate that it is stilla 
co-ordinate branch of the Government, and in fa- 
yor of the dying liberty of the land? I ask, again, 
whom itis that you thus offer to stigmatize? On 
whom is this resolution to act? Against what body 
is your blow directed? What body will you brand 
with infamy as the aristocratic branch of the Go- 
vernment?’ Itis the Senate of the United States; 
your own Senate. That is the victim dragged out | 
for immolation to the powers that be. 

| 
| 
i 
| 


But this expunging process is defended by the 
gentleman from Virginia on the ground that it is a 
great engine to maintain the cause of human liber- 
ty. And how does he attempt to maintain his po- 
ation? Why, truly, because it was resorted to in 
England in support of the right of popular election. 
Ay? And will gentlemen seek to wrest out of the 
hands of the Batish Whigs a weapon so powerfully 
wielded by them, but in a cause so different? For 
whom did they employ it? and against whom? Was 
it not used to protect popular tights? to gaard the 
rights of popular bodies? the rights of the. people 
and the rights of Parliament against the arbitrary 
power of the King and of the royal party in the 
House of Commons? Was it wielded for the 
Whigs against the Tories? or for the Tories against 
the. Whigs? Let the gentleman answer. Yes; 4 
when the beams of liberty struggle out to-day and | 
gild the British history once in two hundred years, | 
you find this process of expunging resorted. to by: 
our sturdy ancestors in their struggles with the. 
Crown, and as an extreme measure, to. resist th 
encroachments of lawless power; not, as here, - 


| 
| 


136: 7 
24th Conc....2d Sess. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Recision of the Treasury Order—Mr. Benton. 


Jan. 1837. 


Senate. 


wipe out‘and obliterate forever the last effort for 
fréedom. Ifthe resolution of ‘Parliament in the 
great Westminster election had been in favor of 
“Wilkes. and against Mr. Luttrel, would it have 
been expunged? No, sir. It was because it was 
entered at the-instance of Luttrel against John 
Wilkes, the Patroclus over whose. body this fight 
for freedom was maintained; that was the reason of 
its expunction from the journals. And it-forms one 
of the most ominous signs of the times we live in, 
that 'ħere, the most powerful engines wielded in the 
land of our ancestors in favor’-of popular rights, 
are all seized upon and employed for the increase 
and advancement of Executive power. All- that 
belongs to the people is invoked only to betray 
them. The people, the people, the voice of the 
people, gentlemen claim as their own. ‘They cite 
every popular argument, and all for what? To 
hold up the cause of the many against the few; of 
the millions against the grasping power of the onc? 
No, sir; no, no. All these mighty motive powers 
are called up tò ‘exalt the executive, and to put 
down the legislative “power; to increase the power 
of the one against the rights of the many. They 
are brought forward to silence, for all future time, 
the voice of the Senate, whenever it shall be raised 
against the encroachments of power. Yes, sir, 
they seek to hang up in terrorem over your head, 
and in full view of every Senator, a scourge, to be 
applied without mercy to any who shall dare to use 
aught but the language of eulogy. 
: “ Horribili sedere flagello,” 

that is the fate which awaits him. It isto be set up 
by way of memento, to muzzle this body for all 
future time. No, sir, our voice must never be 
heard save in strains of adulation, and in chanting 
palinodes like that which has recently been furnish- 
ed as a pattern to this body. 

A gentleman, whose talent and intelligence I 
highly honor, has asked vs to strip this matter of 
‘all the humbuggery which has been thrown around 
it, Well, sir, let us do so. And what is it when 
thus denuded, but a bit in the mouth of this Senate, 
to bring it down when it becomes too restive for 
the taste or safety of those in power; so that the 
Chief Magistrate may, undisturbed by -its curvet- 
ings, proceed to seize upon the national treasure, 
and repeal the decisions of the Supreme Court, and 
if any adventurous mouth shall dare to whisper he 
is acting against the Constitution, such rashness 
may instantly be checked by the warning “ hush! 
take care! remember the ‘expunging resolution!— 
do you wish to bring ws ‘again under the discipline 
of the black lines?” I suppose the fac simile of that 
blotted and defaced page of our records will be fix- 
ed up in some conspicuous position above the seat 
of our presiding officer, so that when we would 
dare to think, to feel, and to speak, as freemen and 
American legislators, we may look up, and, be- 
holding the awful monitor, may put our hands on 
our mouths, and our mouths in the dust, and re- 
pent, whileit is yet time, all such presumptuous as- 
pirations. 

In other days, it has often happencd that succes- 
sive Senates have differed from each other in 
opinions and policy, and have in like manner dif- 
fered from the Executive, and each Senate has 
freely expressed its own sentiments. In regard to 
the United States Bank, for example, the opinions 
of this body have varied at-different periods. The 
Senate, at one time, thought that bank constitu- 
tional; at another time, they thought it unconstitn- 
tional; a majority now consider it as a monster. 
Why not, then. expunge? Why not draw your 


catalogue‘of national-calamities did it not in your 

Ý expunged, 
why not expunge that? It ‘seems not to have en- 
tered the imaginations of gentlemen on the other 
side to ‘draw their lines-round that resolution. Yet 
the honorable Senator-from ‘Virginia believes most 


-and wishes of the President? 


sincerely that the act was unconstitutional. He 
holds that it led to consequences greatly detrimental 
to the national good, and tells us that the President 
deserves the everlasting gratitude of the country for 
having abolished and destroyed the bank. Well, 
sir, if it is not fit in that case, how and why is it fit 
in this? Because this violates the rights of the peo- 
ple? So did that. Is this unconstitutional? _ Bo 
was the other. Is this derogatory to the feelings 
So was that. Is the 
Senate bound in duty to express its disapprobation 
of this act? Why not of the other? But is it really 
so great an offence to differ from the President on 
a constitutional question, insomuch that all traces 
of such a thing must be obliterated from our re- 
cords? that it must be effaced—expunged—purged 
off? Why, sir, the President differs from us con- 
stantly on constitutional points; and both he and 
this Senate differ widely from President Washington 
on a constitutional point, viz: on the constitution- 
ality of the Bank of the Untted States. Why is not 
the opinion of Washington to be expunged? Why 
not go back, andhold him up asa sacrificc? It 
has, indeed, in some sort, been already done. 
You have not broken into the sepulchre of Mount 
Vernon, and dug up his bones, and burnt them, 
like Wickliffe’s, but you have immolated his name; 
‘his virtues, his glory, have been taken from him, 
and transferred to another. ‘Why not make your 
sacrifice complete? Ifthe principle on which you 
act is jealousy for the honor and power of the 
Executive, why not, when former Presidents have 
sent us messages containing unconstitational no- 
tions, expunge their messages from your archives? 
The President sent us a message in the panic session 
of 1834. How would gentlemen have taken it, had 
those who constituted the majority at that day pro- 
posed to expunge it from the records? 

Both Houses of Congress have differed from 
other Presidents. Does any gentleman here dream 
of a leading member in either House under the 
Jefferson administration proposing to expunge any 
Presidential opinion which did not correspond with 
his own? Or would any supporter of the wise, the 
grave, the sedate, the temperate, the forbearing Ma- 
dison, ever conceive the notion thathe was to be pro- 
pitiated by effacing the public records? Did he ever 
require his friends to depart from their public du- 
ties, neglect the exigencies of the public business, 
and address themselves to this most extraordinary 
methods of silencing the indignation of a President? 
There was a great struggle in 98, and after a long 
course of mest bitter and acrimonious party war- 
fare, the republican party eventually triumphed, 
and came into power, but in the very heat of con- 
quest, and still covered, as it was, with the sweat 
and the dust of battle, did it once enter into their 
heads to expunge from the public journais the acts 
of their predecessors? Or could it now occur to 
the minds of intelligent and honorable men that 
they are called upon to vindicate the ashes of the 
illustrious dead by removing from the national ar- 
chives all traces of difference of opinion on the 
part of either Etouse of Congress, from the depart- 
ed saviours of wax couniry? Dare the honorable 
Senator from Pennsylvania rise in his place, and with 
a reverend regard to yonderimage of Washington, 
introduce a resolntion to expunge whatever on our 
journal intimates a difference of opinion from that 
great man? ‘Will he venture to look into 
that vencrable and venerated countenance* and 
make such a motion in this chamber? No, sir. 
His own heart teils him that the image would frown 
upon him from itsframe, and, could itspeak, would 
cry, Forbear. Destroy not your Constitution. 
Dishonor not yonr own archives. Drawno black 
lines upon your jonrnalon my account. Write no 
history forme. My history is written in a nation’s 
eyes. I desire you to play offno mountebank farce 
for my glory; it is safe in the keeping of my coun- 
trymen. Yes, sir: sech would be the language of 
Washington; and I well know that the honorable 
Senator from Pennsylvania has its response in his 
heart. And, sir, if we are not called to do this for 
the illustrious, great and good, who have departed, 
shall we do it for the living because he is powerful? 


*Mr. Buchanan sat opposite to the picture of 
Washington.. 
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Because he is the dispenser of office, who is to pro- 
pagate his own system of policy through another 
generation, anu vw wausruse his own vital spirit into 
a living branch of the same stem? If this sacrifice 
was to be offered to the illustrious dead, whom his- 
tory has already fixed in niches of imperishable 
honor, we might endure it with greater patience. 
But to a living man, and a man who can reward 
the deed, sir, ï cannot look the thing steadily in the 
face. I protest to you that my inmost heart is 
bowed down at the thought with sorrow and shame. 

But the deed is to be done. States have-spoken. 
Whether the people of the United States have 
Spoken might bear a question. Certainly many 
States have uttered their voice, whose right to speak 
I should be the last to question. That they have 
acted under mistaken views, I have not a doubt. 
The act is fraught with most dangerous consequen- 
ces. It inflicts deep wounds on the dignity and the 
potency of this body; for I see in the countenances 
of many honorable gentlemen that they would 
gladly avoid this thing, and would, if they could, 
avoid the deed. Ido believe that, in the very mo- 
ment of inflicting the blow, their hearts will be 
haunted by the same emotions which fill and oppress 
my own. And while, under the pressure of dire 
necessity, they raise the axe, they feel prepared, 
like other executioners, first to ask pardon of the 
victim. Ay, sir, I believe that when it comes to 
the actual performance of the tragedy, there will be 
a secret whisper in their ear that will say to them, 
perhaps in this case our party feelings have pressed 
us a little too far. And when, after a solemn and 
mournful pause, the Secretary has performed his 
detested office, and has mangled the record of the 
Senate, will any here rise in his place and ery 
aloud, thus perish all traitors? Or will they not 
rather hang their heads, and, smiting on ‘their 
breasts, heave mournful sighs over so hard a neces- 
sity? Ishall witness it, and whatever I may feel, I 
shall feel nothing persenally. So far as I am per- 
sonally concerned, I can fold my arms in perfect 
coolness, and witness the deed without shrinking. 
All I feel now is forthe Senate—is for the Constitu- 
tion—is for the country. I may cry wo, wo to 
England, but not tome. In a moment I shail re- 
cover my self-possession, shall rise, shall rejoice, 
that it was my good fortune to have my name en- 
tered on the same page where the rights of this 
body were recorded, and -that there, in company 
with the Senate’s honor, it shall safely abide for ever, 
in spite of your BLACK LINES. 
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SPEECH OF MR. BEN TON, 
Or Mis ouR 
In Senate, Friday, January 27, 1837. 

The following engrossed bill reported from the 
Committee on Public Lauds was taken up and read 
the third time: 

A BILL designating and limiting the funds receivable for the 
i revenues of the United States. . 

Be it cnacted by the Senate wad House of Representatives 
of the United States of A ca in Congress asseinbled, 
Tsat he Secretary of the sury be and hereby is required 
to adopt such measures as he may deen feessary, to etlecta 
coilection of the public revenue of the United States, whether 
arising irom dui. xes, debts, or sales of lands, in the man- 
s herein provided: the 
l ; ms of money. payable s 
be collected or received otherwise than inthe legal currency 
of the United States, or in notes of banks which 

ad paid on demand in the said 

ales iui 3 


taxes, dey 


passage of 
ue or Circulate bj 
on than five dollars, shall’be re 
and from and 


a less denon 
count of th 


zhteen h 
Ni issue or 


further enacted, That no notes shall be 
Uectors or receivers of the ic 

which the banks in whish they are to be dé 
under the superv sion and control of the Seci tary of thé’ Trea- 
suty, agree Lo pass to the credit-of the United Savestas cash: 
Provided, That, it any deposite bank shali refuse to receive 
and pass to the ereditof the United States as cash, avy notes 
receivable under the provisions of this act, which said bank in 
the ordinary course of business receives on general deposite, 
the Secretary o” the Treasury is hereby authorized to withdraw 
the public deposites from said bank. 
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The bill having been read the third time, and 
the question being, shall this bill pass? Mr. BENTON 
rose and commenced his speech against its passage 
with stating the reason why he had not spoken the 
evening before, when the question was on the en- 
grossment of the bill. He said that he could not 
have foreseen that the subject depending before 
the Senate—the bill for limiting the sales of the 
public lands to actual settlers—would be laid down 
for the purpose of taking up this subject out of its 
order, and, therefore, had not brought with him 
seine memorandums. which he intended to use 
when this subject came up. He did not choose to 
ask for delay, because his habit was to speak to 
subjecis when they were called; and in this particu- 
lar cause he did not think it material when he 
spoke; for he was very well aware that his speak- 
ing would not affect the fate of the bill. It would 
pass; and that was known to all in the cham- 
ber. It was known to the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. Ewing) who indulged himself in saying he 
thought otherwise a few days ago; but that 
was only a good natured way of stimulating his 
friends, and bringing them up to the scratch. The 
bill would pass, and that by a good vote; for it 
would have the vote of the opposition, and a divi- 
sion of the administration vote. Why then did he 
speak? Because it was due to his position, and 
the part he had acted on the currency questions, to 
express his sentiments more fully on this bill, so 
vital to the general currency, than could be done 
by a mere negative vote. He should, therefore, 
speak against it, and should direct his attention to 
the bill reported by the public land committee, 
which had so totally changed the character of the 
proceeding on this subject. The recision of the 
Treasury order was introduced a resolution—it 
went out a resolution—but it came back a bill, 
and a bill to regulate, not the land office receipts 
only, but all the reccipts of the Federal Govern- 
ment; and in this new form is to become statute 
law, and alaw to operate on ail the revenues, and 
to repeal all other laws upon the subject to which 
it related. In this new form it assumes an import- 
ance, and acquires an effect, infinitely beyond a re- 
solution, and becomes, in fact, as well as in name, 
a totally new measure. Mr. B. reminded the Senate 
that he had, in his first speech on this subject, given 
il as his opinion, thet two main objects were pro- 
posed to be accomplished by the rescinding resolu- 
tion, first, the implied condemnation of President 
Jackson for violating the laws and Constitution, 
and destroying the prosperity of the country; and, 
secondiy, the imposition of the paper currency of 
the States upon the Federal Government. With 
respect to the first of these objects, he presumed it 
was fully proved by the speeches of all the opposi- 
Senators who had spoken on this subject; and, with 
respect to the second, he believed it would find its 
proof inthe change which the original resolution 
had undergone, and the form it was now assuming 
of statute law, and expecially with the proviso 
which was added at the end of the second section. 
` Mr. B. then took up the bill reported by the com- 
mittee, and remarked, first, upon its phraseology, 
not in the spirit of verbal criticism, but in the spirit 
of candid objection and fair argument. There were 
cases in which words were things, and this was one 
of those cases. Money was a thing, and the only 
words in the Constitution for that thing were, “gold 
and silver ccin”? The bill of the committee was 
systematically exclusive of the words which meant 
s thing, aud words which included 
things which were not money. These words 
were, then, a fair et of objection and argu- 
raent, because they went to set aside the money of 
the Constitution, and to a ne public revenues 
ta be paid in somethi 
The title of the uses the wo 
professes. to designate the f receivable for the 
revenues of the United © Upon this word 
Mr. B. had remarked before, as being one of the 
most indefizite in the English language; and so far 
from signifying money only, even paper money 
only, that it comprehended every variety of paper 
security, public or private, individual or corporate, 
out of which money could be raised. The reten- 
tion of this word by the committee, after the cb- 
jections made to it, were indicative of their inten- 


used 


which was hot money. 


ds funds. It 
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tions to lay open the Federal Treasury to the re- 
ception of something which was not constitutional 
money; and this intention, thus disclosed in thé 
title to the bill, was fully carried out in its enact- 
ments. The words “legal currency of the United 
States” are twice used in the first section, when the 


words gold and silver would have been more ap-` 


propriate and more definite, if hard money was in- 
tended. 

Mr. B. admitted that, in the eye of a regular 
bred constitutional lawyer, legal currency might 
imply constitutional currency; but certain it was 
that the common and papular meaning of the 
phrase was not Emited to constitutional money, but 
included every currency that the statute law made 
receivable for debts. Thus, the notes of the Bank 
of the United States were generally considered as 
legal currency, because receivable by law in pay- 
ment of public dues; and in like manner the notes 
of all specie paying banks would, under the com- 
mittce’s bill, rise to the dignity of legal currency. 
The second section of the bill twice used the word 
cash; a word which, however, understood at the 
Bank of England, where it always means’ ready 
money, and where ready money signifies gold coin 
in hand, yet with the banks with which we have to 
deal it has no such meaning, but includes all sorts 
of current paper money on hand, as well as gold 
and silver on hand. 

Mr. B. verified this statement by reading from 
the sworn return of the Clinton Bank of Columbus, 
one of the deposite banks, made to the Legislature 
of Ohio at their present session, and where the 
available means of the bank, among other items, 
has one thus stated: “Cash on hand, viz, Eastern 
bank notes, $34,521; Western do. $65,700; gold and 
silver, $136,389 ” This return is sworn to by Wm. 
Neil, president, and J. Delaficld, jr. cashier, before 
Squire Jenkins, justice of the peace; and it is cer- 
tified and declared by ten directors of the bank to 
be correct and aectrate; so that no doubt can be 
entertained that in the vocabulary of the Clinton 
Bank of Columbus, the word cash signifies eastern 
and western paper, as well as gold and silver; and 
in this case, the vocabulary of that bank is supe- 
rior to all the dictionaries; for it is a deposite bank, 
and will have the execution of the act, if it passes, 
in its own hands, and will decide for itself what is, 
and what is not, cash. 

Having shown from this authentic statement 
that a deposite bank in the West construed cash on 
hand, to be bank notes on hand, Mr. B. would 
now show the same construction made by 138 
banks in a lump, and that in a part of the Union 
where correctness of phrascology was as muen or 
more attended to than in any other part. He 
spoke of Massachusetts, and of the official return. 
made by all the banks in that State to the Legisla- 
ture of the State now in session at Boston. In the 
consolidated returns of these 130 banks, he found 
the following items: “Cash deposited not on in- 
terest, $ ,516; cash deposited on interest, 
$6,447,928; gold, silver and other coin, $1,455,230.” 
Here (said Mr. B.) is the highest evidence that this 
werd cash, in the vocabulary of our banks, compre- 
hends paper money; and he had no doubt but 
that proofs to the same effect might be accumulat- 
edto any amount. He had not looked out for such 
proofs; what he had used had fallen into his hands 
in the common current of his reading since this bill 
had becn reported. But why look abroad for 
proofs? Let every gentleman look to his own know- 
ledge. Docs he net every day hear the werd cash 
used to include paper money? Does he not daily 
see sales of property advertised, and the terms stat- 
ed to becash; and under these terms is it not under- 
stood by al! parties, that ready pay in bank notes, 
as well as in hard money, are the terms intended? 
And has the instance ever been heard of, that a 
, thought it 


necessary to supply himself v 
under the belief that current bans notes wonld not 
be received as cash? Certainly, said Mr. B. the 
original idea of cash, as used at the Bank of 
England, where it means British gold cein on 
hand, in contradistinction to foreign gold coin on 


hand, which is always called bullion, is now lost’ 


in this country; and that paper money is just as 


as fully comprehended new, throughout our coun- 


Senate. 


try, under the term cash, as hard money is. But 
why arguc, or look to proofs, or even refer to our 
own knowledge? Look to the proviso, to the 
second section of the committee’s bill, andit will 
be seen that it is not only the intention of that bill 
that paper money may be, but that paper money 
shall be included under the term cash! These are 
the words:  ‘* Provided, That, if any deposite bank 
shall refuse to receive, and pass to the credit of the 
United States, as cash, any notes receivable. under 
the provisions of this act, which the said bank, in’ 
the ordinary course of its business, receives on get 
neral deposite, the Secretary of the Treasury is here- 
by authorized to withdraw the public deposites from 
said bank.” 'These are the words, and. they are 
not only declaratory of the committee’s meaning 
thal paper money is to be considered as cash, but 
is clearly expressive of their purpose that it shall 
be received as such! The point to which such an 
enactment would soon bring the federal finances, 
Mr. B. said, might be seen in a certificate of general 
deposite granted by the Clinton Bank of Columbus, 
of which he would read a copy: “ No. 276. Clinton 
Bank of Columbus, 31st December, 1836.—B. S. 
Brown has deposited twelve hundred dollars, subject to 
the order of himself, payable in currency, and return 
of this certificate. Signed, &c.” Yes! said Mr. B. 
currency! payable in currency! such will quickly 
be the revenues of the Federal Government under 
this enactment to compel deposite banks to credit 
current paper as cash. 

Mr. B. said it would be sufficient, he should 
think, to point out the meaning of the words used 
in the committee’s bill, to show that they were sus- 
ceptible of a construction by which this hard mo- 
ney Federai Government, as it was intended to be 
by its framers, may be changed into a paper money 
Government. It would be sufficient to excite ap- 
prehension to see the systematic use of these terms, 
even after objection made to them, and the syste- 
matic exclusion of the terms used in the Constitution, 
even after their insertion is solicited; but all room 
for mistake vanishes when we come to look to this 
proviso, and to see that the deposite banks are not 
only required to credit paper as cash, but are to be 
punished by a loss of the public deposites if they- 
do not so credit it! : 

Having remarked upon the phraseology of the . 
bill, and shown that a paper currency, composed of 
the notes of a thousand local banks, not only might 
become the currency of the Federal Government, 
but was evidently intended to be made its currency; 
and that, in the face of all the protestations of 
the friends of the administration in favor of re- 
esiablishing the national gold currency, Mr. B. 
would now take up the bill of the committee under 
two or three other aspects, and show ‘it to be 
as mistaken in its design as it would be impotent in 
its effect. In the first place, it transferred -the 
business of suppressing the small note circulation, 
from the deposite branch to the collecting branch, 
of the public revenue. At present, this business 
was in a course of progress through the deposite 
banks, as a condition of holding the public moneys, 
and, as such, had a place in the deposite act of the 
fast session, and also had a place in the President’s 
message of the last session, where the suppression 
of paper currency under twenty dollars was 
expressly referred to the action of the deposite 
banks, and as a condition of their retaining the 
public deposites. It was through the deposite 
banks, and not through the reception of local bank 
paper, that the suppression cf smail notes should 
he effected. In the next place, he objected to the 
committee’s bill, because it proposed to make a, bar- 
zain with each of the thousand banks now in the 
United States, and the hundreds more whieh will 
soon be born, and to give them a right,~a Tight by 
law.—to have their notes received althe Federal 
Treasury. He was against such a bargain. He 
hed ro idea of making a contract with these 
thousand banks for the reception of their notes. 
He had no idea of contracting with them, and 
giving them a right to plead the Constitution of the 
United States against us, if, atany time, after hav- 
ing agreey to receive their votes, upon condition 
that they would give up theirsmaill circulation, they 
should choose to say we had impaired the contract 
by not continuing to receive them; and so either re- 
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lapse into the issue of this small trash, or have re- 
course to the judicial process to compel the United 
States to abide the contract, and continue the recep- 
tion of all their notes. Mr. B. had no idea of let- 
ting down this Federal Government to such petty 
and inconvenient bargains with a thousand moneyed 
corporations. The Government of the United 
States ought to act as a Government, and not asa 
contractor. It should prescribe conditions, and 
not make bargains. It should give the law. He 
was against these bargains, even if they were 
good. ones; but they were bad bargains,— 
wretchedly bad—and ought to be rejected as 
such, even if all higher and nobler considerations 
were out of the question. What is the considera- 
tion, that the United States is to receive? A mere 
individual agreement with each bank by itself, that 
in three years it will cease to issue notes under ten 
dollars, and in five years it will cease to issue notes 
under twenty dollars. "What isthe price which she 
pays for this consideration? In the first place, it 
receives the notes of such bank as gold and silver 
at all the land offices, custom-houses, and post of- 
fices, of the United States, and, of course, pays 
them out again as gold and silver to all her debtors. 
In the next place, it compels the deposite banks to 
credit them as cash. In the third place, it accredits 
the whole circulation of the banks, and makes it 
current all over the United States, in consequence 
of universal receivahility for all federal dues. In 
other words, it endorses, so far as credit is con- 
cerned, the whole circulation of every bank that 
comes into the bargain thus proposed. This is cer- 
tainly a most wretched bargain on the part of the 
United States—a bargain in which what she re- 
ceives is ruinous to her; for the more local paper 
she receives in payment of her revenues, the worse 
for her, and the sooner will her Treasury be filled 
with unavailable funds. 

. But what is worse, is, that in order to make this 
ruinous bargain,—a bargain by which the Trea- 
sury would be immediately filled with many ten 
millions of unavailable funds,—we shall have to 
reject the proper, cheap, specdy, and effectual 
mode of suppressing these small notes which is 
now in our power, and not only in our power, 
but offered and pressed upon us. Mr. B. alluded 
to the propositions of the deposite banks to effect 
this suppresion, not only for themselves, but on 
other banks also, which were now in the Trea- 
sury Department, and waiting the action of the 
Government. Hehimself had communicated with 
a great number of these banks, both personally and 
by letter, and knew that many of the most respec- 
table deposite banks were not only willing, but 
ready and anxivus, to enter into arrangements with 
the Treasury Department for the effectual and 
speedy accomplishment of this purpose. ‘Two 
years ago, he said, the Seceetary of the Treasury 
had addressed a circular letter to the deposite 
banks, to know if they were willing to give up 
their small note circulation as a part of the con- 
ditions on which they were to retain the public de- 
posites. He held a copy of that circular in his 
hand, and knew that many favorable answers had 
been received, and was certain that they presented 
the ready and far preferable mode of suppressing 
this small note circulation. 

Mr. B. repeated, it was not in Congress only that 
he had worked at this object; he had communicat- 
ed with many banks; and from those of large busi- 
ness and high character, he had invariably received 
the strongest assurances, not only of a readiness, 
but of a wish, to co-operate with the Government 
in thisgood work. He would read from one com- 
munication, a letter from Mr. Campbell P. White, 
President of the Manhattan Bank, New York, and 
would show the resolutions which that gentleman 
had drawn up and sent to him (Mr. B.) at the com- 
mencement of this session to accomplish this ob- 
jeet. This is the extract: 

“Teubmit to you two resolutions that I think should be passed 
by a concurrent vote of the two Houses of Congress. The 
large amount of specie, above seventy millions of dollars, now 
in the United States, makes it a favorable moment, if nut an 
imperative duty, to repress the circulation ofall bank notes un- 
der the denomination of twenty dollars. As some persons 
question the constitutional power, and others the expediency, 
of resorting to taxation for this purpose, none can object to 


making it a condition for retaining the public deposites, that 
the deposite banks shall check and.repress the emission of pa 
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per so as to secure te us that portion of the money in circula-- 
tion in the world which our exchang:able producis bear to the 
whole exchangeable products of the world, and which we 
should ever enjoy were it not driven out by the substitution of 
the shadow for the substance—the substitution of paper for 
gold and silver.” 


This is the extract of the letter, said Mr. B. and 
the sentiments in it are worthy of the gentleman 
who, as a former member of Congress, was one of 
those most instrumental in reviving the gold ciren- 
lation by taking alead in correcting the erroneous 
standard of our gold. The following are the two 
resolutions, communicated at the same time: 


“Resolved, That from and after the 4th day of July, 1837, no 
bank shall be employed, or continued in the empleyment of the 
Treasury of the United States as a deposite bank, unless they 
shall previously engage in writinz, under their corporate seal, 
to issne and put in circulation, no bank note or bank check of 
a less denomination than ten dollars; and, alse, that they will 
not receive on deposite, or in payment, any bank note or bank 
check of a less denomination; nor the bank notes, or bank 
checks, of any bank, of any denomination, on deposite, or in 
payment, afier such period, that issues or puts in circulation 
bank notes or bank checks of a less amount than ten dollars 
as aforesaid.” 

“Resolved, That from and after the 4th day of July, 1838, no 
bank shall be employed, or continued in the employment of 
the Treasury of the United States as a deposite bank, unless 
they shall previously engage in writing, uader their corporate 
seal, to issue and put in circulation no bank note or bank check 
ofa less denomination than twenty dollars; and, also, that they 
will not receive on deposite, or in payment, any bank note or 
bank check of a less denomination; nor the bank notes, or 
bank checks, of any bank, of any denomination, on deposite or 
payment, aiter such period, that issues or puts in circulation 
bank notes or bank checks of a less amount than twenty dol- 
lars as aforesaid. 


These, said Mr. B. are the propositions now 
made to us by a bank of the highest character, and 
he knew many others which were ready to agree to 
the same propositions. Compare them with this 
bill, if it is possible to institute a comparison be- 
tween two such objects, and observe the immeasura- 
ble difference between them. First, in the nature 
of the process: here there is no bargain, no con- 
tract; but Congress is requested to act as a Go- 
vernment, not to deal like a contractor, and to pre» 


„scribe the conditions on which the deposite banks 


are to accomplish our purpose. In the next place, 
so far from making a contract for the receivability 
of their notes in exchange for the suppression of the 
small ones, there is not even a wish expressed for 
such reception. In the third place, as to the 
promptness ard efficiency of their action in sup- 
pressing the small notes. Instead of waiting three 
years for putting down those under ten dollars, it 
is proposed to be done in four months; so far from 
waiting five years for putting down those under 
twenty dollars, it is to be done in Jess than one year 
and ahalf. Next, as to the efficiency of the action 
of the two modes: the bill of the committee acts 
upon but one bank at a time, and upon the notes 
only of that one bank, leaving the door open to 
checks, and the use of the notes of other banks; 
the proposition of the Manhatian Bank, and which 
may be considered as a sample of those from all 
the banks of high character, operates in three dif- 
ferent ways, and upon multitudes of banks at the 
same time. 1. The deposite bank is to bind itself, 
under its corporate seal, neither to issue nor to put 
in circulation any bank note or bank check under 
thh denomination of ten dollars after the 4th of J uly 
next, or of twenty dollars after the 4th of July, 
1832. 2. It binds itself, in like manner, not to re- 
ceive on deposite, or in payment, any bank note or 
bank check of less denominations after the said 
terms. 3. It binds itself, in like manner, not to re- 
ceive the notes or checks of any denomination what- 
ever, of any bank whatever, which continues after 
those dates to issue er circulate notes or checks under 
the respective amounts often and twenty dollars. This, 
said Mr. B. is what the respectable banks are ready 
to submit to, if Congress will only act as a Govern- 
ment, and prescribe conditions for all the deposite 
banks; which, in their turn, are to operate upon all 
other banks, instead of entering into petty bargains 
with each bank by itself. One acts effectually, and 
upon masses; the other acts ineffectually, and upon 
units. One demands no price; the other is to have 
the incalculable price of having their paper made 
legal currency, and put upon a footing, in the re- 
ceipts and expenditures of the Federal Government, 
with the gold and silver of the Constitution! By 
one mode, our work will be done speedily and 
effectually; by the other, tardily and_ineflectually. 
Why grant these three and five years? The only 


object of delay is to give the banks time to gather 
specie from abroad to supply the place of the small 
bills. But that is done to their hand. The Govern- 
ment has done it. The specie is here, and will go 
away if we do not create a home demand for it. 
Instead of beginning to suppress their notes, the lo- 
eal banks will put it off to the last moment of the 
three and five years, and double their small issues 
in the mean time to make profit while they can, 
There is specie enough now, and it is increasing 
every day. Arrivals from abroad are daily an- 
nounced. Five hundred thousand dollars arrived at 
New Orleans on two days only of this month, the 9th 
and 10th of January. If our hard money measures 
are continued, specie will continue to increase for 
years to come as it has for four years past—at the 
average rate of more than ten millions per annum. 
The delay proposed by this bill is not only unneces- 
sary, but injurious to its own object; the mode of 
acting is either ineffectual, or ruinous. There are 
now a thousand banks in the United States, and the 
distributions of the surplus are breeding multitudes 
more. If all these banks accept the terms, then 
our Treasury is ruined by becoming the receptacle 
—the tomb—of all their paper; if half, or a quarter 
refuse, or even a hundred, then the bill will be in- 
effectual; for these refusing banks will turn all their 
strength upon the issue of small paper. Mr. B. 
said here was a terrible dilemma. If the majority 
of the banks accept the terms, then they ruin the 
Treasury; if they do not, then they continue to in- 
jure the country; and he quoted, to sustain his 
opinion of the inefficiency of this mode of acting, 
the following sentiments expressed when the United 
States Bank charter was under consideration, in 
1832, by a Senator from Massachnsetts, (Mr. Web- 
ster:) 

“It may perhaps, strike some gentlemen, that the circulation 
ofsmall notes might be effectually discouraged by refusing to 
receive not only all such notes, but all notes of auch banks‘as 
issued them, at the custom houses, land offices, post offices, and 
other places of public receipt, and by causing them to be re- 
fused also, either in payment or deposite, at the Bank of the 
United States. But the effect of such refusal may be doubtful. 
It would certainly, in some degree, discredit such notes, but 
in all probability it would not drive them out altogether; and, if 
it should not do this, it might, very probably, increase their cir- 
culation. If in some degree they become discredited, to that 
degree they would become cheaper than other notes; and uni- 


versal experience proves that. of two things which may be cur- 
rent, the cheaper will always expel the other.” 


Mr. B. had been at work for five years to pro- 
cure the suppression of paper money under twenty 
dollars. His exertions, on that point, had brought 
him in.o communication with the officers of many 
banks; and it was due to them to say, that all the 
banks of high character, with which he had com- 
municated, were in favor of the suppression of 
small notes; and he was fully persuaded that many 
of them, and as a mere condition of retaining the 
public deposites, if the deposite banks were reduced 
to the proper number, would give up their circula- 
tion entirely, and introduce into our country the 
example of banks of discount, deposite, and ex- 
change alone, as they exist in Europe, and where 
they give all the rcal benefits of banks without the 
dangers and mischiefs of issuing paper money. 
In his opinion, about thirty deposite banks were 
enough; they were more places of deposite than 
existed during the time of the Bank of the United 
States, which had but twenty-four branches; and 
if the deposites were confined to about thirty banks 
of good capital and high character, these banks 
would immediately, that is to say, within one or 
two years, and now while we have the specie to 
justify the operation, enter heartily into the mea- 
sure of putting down the circulation of notes under 
twenty dollars. With the additional inducement of 
relinquishing the interest which they now pay on 
deposites, he felt certain, they would quickly ac- 
complish this great work for the country. Now is 
thetime, as Mr. C. P. White says in his letter, now 
isthe time to do it, when our specie is between 
seventy and eighty millions of dollars. Cer- 
tainly this is the time, while forty-five mil- 
lions of that specie is locked up in the vaults 
of banks—and while our paper circulation 
is so redundant as to have undergone a depre- 
ciation which is heavily felt in the price of every 
article of consumption by all persons who live upon 
wages and fixed income. This is the time to effect 
the suppression; and it was afflicting to see it lost; 


-lation is $115,000, and of which the whole, except 


--banks of-the country! 
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‘Same disastrous results there which may be expect- 
.ed to ensue here. 


“gold the amount ef their one pound notes thei in circulation 
(about £7,500,000;) further, 


land. 


“misery, and despair. 
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for to postpone it five years was to lose the golden 
opportunity. And at whose instance was this to be 
done? at the instance of the small banks—the two- 
and-sixpenny concerns—to which it was an object 
to put out small notes, for the sake of the gain to 
the bank upon the loss to the community,.in the 
wear and tear of small notes, Mr. B. said, it was 
the small banks which cling to the small notes; and 
some of them since they became deposite banks, and 
in violation of deposite law. He would give 
an instance; it was from thatsame Clinton Bank of 
Columbus, from which he had before read. In the 
Statement of its condition, made to the Legislature 
of Ohio on the Sth day of January, of the present 
year, the circulation of the bank is thus stated: One 
dollar bills, $6,226; two dollar do. $4,916; three 
dollar do.: $6,663; five do. $60,085, ten do. $10,910; 
twenty do. $12,140; fifty do. $13,400; one hundred 
do. $300. Now here is a bank whose total circu- 


E 


about 435,000, is under twenty dollars; and yet 
this bank, on this question, and in this chamber, is 
to outweigh the Manhattan, and the other great 


Mr. B. said, it was curious to observe that the 
small country banks in England had governed the 
legislation of the British Parliament in the sup- 
pression of the small notes, precisely in the man- 
ner now going on ja this country, and with the 


He wonld, to show this, read 
an extract from the testimony of the governor of 
the Bank of England, Mr. Horsley Palmer, be- 
fore Lord Atthorpes committee in 1832. He says: 


“ By the resolution of the House of Commons of 1819, the 
Benk of Engiand was vequired, within four years, to pay ofrin 


to provide the cain for paying off 
the country, small notes in 1825 (about £7,800,000 more;) in 
addition to which, the necessity was imposed of provi ag the 
requisite surplus butlion for insuring the convertibility of all 
their liabilities; which addisdon of bullion to their stock could 
not be estimated at tess than 05,000,080, making in the aggre- 
gate £20,000,000 of gold as necessary to be procured from fo- 
reign countries within the space of four years from 1819. The 
bank cancelled their own small notes in 1821 (two years before 
the time limited by parliament.) In 1822, being ‘these years 
prior to the t me fixed by parliament, they were in a situation 
to furnish the gold for paying off the country small notes (that 
is, they had procured the whole 20 millions in gold, near 100 
inillions of dollars irom foreign e j three years,) when, 
without any commanication with the bank, the Government 
thought proper to authorize a continuance of the circulation of 
the country small nates until 1833.” 


Mr. B. said it was here seen that the Governor 
of the Bank of England comptaincd that, when the 
Bank of England had procured twenty millions 
Sterling in gold in three years, (equal to near one 
hundred millions of dollars,) and had suppressed 
its own small notes, and had gold enough to supply 
the place of all the country banks’ small notes, 
that these country banks got the time extended for 
the suppression of theirs,—got it done in Parlia- 
ment, without consultation with the Bank of Eng- 
land,—and extended up to the year 1833. This is 


-the testimony of the Governor of the Bank, and the 


point of it is this: that the Parliament lest the 
golden moment of doing the great work, and lost it 
by conforming to the interest of the small country 
banks, whose friends were nmmerous and powerful 
in Parliament, in opposition to the interest of the 
empire, and against the wishes of the Bank of Eng- 
The rest is matter of history. That history 
is, that these country banks never enjoyed the seven 
years which Parliamentgranted them. Havingseven 
years to go upon, they resolved to make hay while 
the sun was shining. So to work they went, and 
put ont more small notes than ever. The conse- 
vas, the vast and disastrous explosion of 
system which took place in 1825, an ex- 
plosion which covered all England with the wrecks 
of broken fortunes, and in which so many families, 
who ‘thought themselves auent, were suddenly 
sunk, without any fault of their own, and, as if by 
magic and enchantmeni, frem the enjoyment of 
wealth and happiness, to the sufferings of poverty, 
History, said Mr. B. is said 
to be philosophy teaching by example. But how 
many of her lessons are lost upon the world! Here 
is a great lesson given to us in our own time, and 
by the nation from whom we have berrowed our 
whole system of banking. Yet this lesson is lost 
upon us; and we must go through her sufferings, 


and learn it ourselves, as she did, before we can 


know it. Our circumstances are the same; we 


have accummulated upwards of 70 millions of | 


gold and silver, it is increasing every day; we are 
ready for the operation of drawing in small netes, 
and putting out hard money; the strong and res- 
pectable banks wish us to do it; the public interest 
requires it to be done; the policy of President Jack- 
son’s administration prescribes it; yet we lose the 
gelden opportunity; we put it off for five years! 
and instead of adopting an efficient course to act 
upon masses of banks, and upon every variety of 
their circulation under twenty dollars, we take an 
impotent, inefficient course, and to act upon units, 
and upon the notes which they issue only, and by 
way of bargain, which either party may terminate 
when it pleases! a bargain which must be fatal to 
our Treasury if the banks accept it! 

Mr. B. having gone over these objections to the 
committee’s bill, would now ascend to a class of 
objections of a higher and graver character. He 
had already remarked that the committee had car. 
vied out a resolution, and had brought back a bill; 
that the committce proposed a statutory enactment, 
where the Senator from Ohio, (Mr. Ewing,) and the 
Senator from Virginia, (Mr. Rives,) had only pro- 
posed a joint resolution; and he had already further 
remarked that, in addition to this total change in 
ihe mode of action, the committee had added what 
neither of these Senators had proposed, a clause, 
under a. proviso, to enact paper money into cash 
—to pass paper money to the creditof the United 
States, as cash—and to punish, by the loss of the 
deposites, any deposite bank which should refuse 
so to receive, so to credit, and so to pass, the notes 
“receivable” under the provisions of their bill. These 
two changes make entirely a new measure—one of 
wholly a different character from the resolutions of 
the two Senators—a measure which openly, and in 
terms, and under penalties, undertakes to make lo- 
cal State paper a legal tender to the Federal Govern- 
ment, and to compe) the reception of all its reve- 
nues in the notes “receivable” under the provisions 
of the committee’s bill. After this gigantic step— 
this colossal movement—in favor of paper money, 
there was but one step more for the committee to 
take, and that was io make these notes a legal ten- 
der in all payments from the Federal Government. 
But that step was unnecessary to be taken in words, 
for it is taken in fact, when the other great step be- 
comes law. For it is incontestible that what the 
Government receives, it must pay out; and what it 
pays out, becomes the currency of the country! So 
that when this bill passes, the paper money of the 
local banks will be a tender by law, to the Federal 
Government, and a tender by duresse from the Go- 
vernment to its creditors and the people. This is 
the state to which the committee’s bill will bring us! 
and now, let us pause, and covtemplate, for a mo- 
ment, the position we occupy, and the vast ocean 
of paper on which we are proposed to be embarked. 

We stand upon a Constitution which recognises 
nothing but gold and silver for money; we stand 
npon a legislation of near fifty years, which recog- 
nises nothing but gold and silver for money. Now, 
for the first time, we have a statutory enactment 
proposed to recognise the paper of a wilderness of 
local banks for money, and in so doing to repeal all { 
prior legislation by law, and the Constitution by 
fact. This is an era in our legislation. It is sta- 
tute law to control all other law, and is not a reso- 
lution to aid cther laws, and to express the opinions ! 
of Congress. On this point he must be permitted 
to refer to what he had said in a former part of this 
debate, when he dweli upon the difference between 
an act of Congress and a resolution of Congress, 
and congratulated himself that no act of the nation- 
al legislature had ever attacked the great funda- 
mental acts for the collection cf the revenues in the 
gold and silver money of the Constitution. his is 
what he then said: : | 
“The exciusion of paper money was as carefully enforced by | 

i 
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the Consti ution as the adeption of gold and silver was sedu- | 
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| 
currency which it had adopted. The two acts, Sundamental tor | 
the coll of the two great branches of the revenue—iands | 


and customs: that of 1789 for the latter, and 1800 for the former, 
were expr-ss that gold and silver coin only. should be received j 
for the customs, and specie and evidences of the public debt Í 


only, fur the public Jands. These two great acts, being 
faithful interpreters of the Constitution, have never been 
openly attacked in either House of Congress. In all the changes 
which subsequent legislation has made in the laws, of which 
the hard money enaciments are part, these clauses have been re- 
tained in the same, or equivalent, expressions; go that a harid 
money Currency still remains the constitutional and the statu: 
tory currency of the Federal Government. Temporary. en- 
actmeutsin favor of Treasury notes, aud United States Bank 
notes, have ceased; and the joint resolution of 1816 neither does, 
nor can, repeal a iaw. Resolutions, whether joint or several, 
are not ihe mode of national legislation. — They are only decla- 
ratory of facts or principles, of expressive of the opinions and 
purposes of the House or Houses from which they emanate. 
The joint resolution differs from the single in nothing but in 
being the declaration, the opinion, or the purpose of both 
Houses, instead of one. ‘This being the cage, and the two fun» 
datiental_cnactments of 1789 and 1800 being still in force, as 
retained in subsequent alterations of the laws-to which they 
belong, the question is, how comes it that they have been treat- 
ed as dead letters on the statute book, and paper money re- 
ceived in place of the hard money which they imperatively re 

quired? The answer to this question is, &c.” 

This is what was said four or five weeks ago, 
said Mr. B. and strong as he felt in the correctness. 
of what he then said, he would yet now reinforce it 
with authority—authority drawn from different 
sources—but both entitled to deference in this de- 
bate. The first was from Mr. Jefferson’s Manual, 
and to show the nature of a resolution, and where- 
in it differed from a statute. Mr. Jefferson says, 
of the two Houses of Congress: “ Facts, principles, 
heir own oprnions, and purposes, are expressed in the 
form of resoluticns.” Here, then, is the office and 
nature of a resolution: it is to declare a fact, or a 
principle, or to express an opinion, or purpose of 
the TIouse, or Houses. In these senses innumera- 
ble resolutions have been passed by Congress, and 
in the third of these senses, that of expressing an 
opinion, the joint resolution, for the better collec- 
tion of the revenues, was passed in 1816. It was 
a resolution in aid of the Constitution and the hard 
money statutes, and not in derogation, or repeal, of 
thera. On the next point, that no open attack had 
ever been made in the legislation of Congress on 
the hard money statutes, he would quote the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetis, (Mr. Webster,) whose 
speeches, on this subject, he had often read with 
satisfaction and profit. He quoted from a speech 
of 1846, on the bill to charter the late Bank of the 
United States: 

“No nation had a better currency than the United States. 
There was no nation which had guarded its currency with 
more care; for the framers of the Constitution, and those who 
enacted the early statutes on this subject, were HARD MO- 
NEY MEN; they had felt, and therefore duly appreciated, the 
evils of a paper medium; they, therefore, sedulously guarded 
the currency of the United Staies from debasement. "The legal 
currency of the United States was gold and silver coin: this wag 
a subject, in regard to which Congress had run into no folly.” 


This (said Mr. B.) settles the question up to 
1816. I shows that up to that time, Congress had 
run into no folly on this subject; it had passed no 
act to impair the eonstitutional currency,—done 
nothing to derogate from the early hard “money 
statutes, and the hard money clauses of the Consti- 
tution. All was safe on the statute book up to 
1816; and the joint resolution of that year, as he 
had often said, was in aid, and not in derogation, 
of these early statutes. The legislation since 1816 
is within our own knowledge. Leaving out tem- 
porary enactments in favor of scrip, Treasury 
notes, &c. and the term used 1s always the same, or 
the equivaient, of what is found in the Constitution. 
The act of 1820 for reducing the price of the public 
lands, directs them to be sold for “cash.” The 
word “cash” is there used as ready money, and 
that the hard money of the Constitution. The 
framers of that act were also hard money men, for 
they had just got a tremendous lesson from the 
paper system. They had just gone through the 
paper agonics of the late war. Hard money, 
then, by cur Constitution, and by all our statute 
laws, is still on the statute book the only legal cur- 
rency of the Federal Government; and. now, for 
the first ime in near fifty years, is a statute pro- 
posed to repeal all these hard money statutes, aid 
to make the paper of a myriad of banks, known 
and unknown, born and to be born, the legal cur- 
rency of the Federal Government. And, at what 
a time is this proposition made? At the time 
when the country contains more specie than it ever 
saw before; when banks of the highest character are 
fer checking paper money; and while that President 
is still alive, aad in power, who has made it the 
pride and giory of his administration to revive and 
extend the gold and silver currency. 
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Mr. B. said, the effects of this statute would.be, 
to make a paper government—to ensure the expor- 
tation of our specie—to leave the State banks 
without foundations to rest upon—to produce a 
certain catastrophe in the whole paper system—to 
revive the pretensions of the United States Bank— 
‘and to fasten, for a time, the Adam Smith system 
upon the Federal Government and the whole 
Union. 

_ Mr. “B. then inquired, emphatically, what was 
the system of Adam Smith? and then said that Dr. 
Smith should answer this question himself, and 
that he would read the extracts from his works 
which would exhibit his response. 'This inquiry 
was rendered the more necessary, because, having 
named Dr. Smith as the founder of the paper sys- 
tem in England, the Senator from Virginia, (Mr. 
Rives,) had thought him mistaken, and maintained 
the contrary. He then read the following extracts: 


“ The substitution of paperin the room of gold and silver 
money, replaces avery expensive instrument of commerce 
with one much less costly, and sometimes equally convenient. 
Circulation comesto be carried on by a new wheel, which it 
costs less to erect and maintain than the old one. There are 
several different sorts of paper money; but the circulating nates 
of banks and bankers are the species which is best known, and 
which seems best adapted for this purpose. When the people 
of any particular country have such confidence in the fortune, 
probity, and prudence of a particular banker, as to believe that 
heis always ready to pay, upon demand, such of his promis- 
sary notes ag are likely to be presented to him, those notes 
come to have the same currency as gold and silver money, 
trom the confidence that such money can at any time be had 
for them. A particular banker lends among his customers his 
own promissory’ notes, to the extent, we shall suppose of 
£100,000. As these notes serve all the purposes of money, his 
debtors pay him the same interest as if he had lent them so 
much money. This interest is the source ofhis gain. Though 
some of these notes are continually coming back upon him, 
part of them continue to circulate for months and years togeth- 
er. Though he has generally in circulation, therefore, notes 
to the extent of £100,000, yet £20,000 in gold and silver may, 
frequently be a sufficient provision for answering occasional 
demands, By this operation, therefore, £20,000 in gold and 
silver perform all the functions which £100,000 could otber- 
wise have performed, £80,000 of gold and silver, therefore, can, 
in this manner, be spared from the circulation of the country; 
and if diferent operations of the same kind should, at the same 
time, be carried on by different banks and bankers, the whole 
circulation may thus be conducted with a fifth part only of the 
gold and silver which would otherwise have baen requisite. 
Four fifths, therefore, of a full circulation of gold and silver 
may be exported. But though so great a quantity of gold 
and silver ja thus sent abroad, we must not imagine that it is 
sent abroad for nothing, or that its proprictors make a present 
of it to foreign nations. They will exchange it for foreign 
goods of some kind or another, in order to supply the consump- 
tion either of some other foreign country, as theirown.? Vol. 
1, pages 434-5-6-7. 

“A paper money consisting in bank notes, issued by people 
of undoubted credit, payable upon demand without any condi-` 
tion, and in fact always readily paid as soon as. presented, is, in 
every respect, equal to gold and silver money; since gold and 
silver money can at any time bo had forit, Whatever is either 
bought or sold for such paper, must necessarily be bought or 
soldas cheap agit could have been for gold and silver. The 
increase of paper money, it has ben said, by augmenting the 
quantily, and consequently diminishing the value of the whole 
currency, necessarily augments the money price of commodi- 
ties. Butasthe quantity of gold and silver which ia taken from 
the currency is always equal to the quantity of paper which is 
added.to it, paper money does not necessarily increase the quan- 
tity ofthe whule currency.’ Vol. 1, p. 490. 

“The Bank of England is the greatest bank of circulation in 
Europe. Tt was incorporated, in pursuance of an act of Par- 
Hiament, by a charter under the great scal, dated the 27th of 
July, 1694. It at that time advanced to Government £5 .200,000 
for an annuity of £100,000, or for an annuity of £96,000 a year 
interest, at the rate of 8 per cent. and £4,000 a year for the ex- 
pense of management. The stability of the Bank of England is 
equal to that of the British Government. All that it has ad- 
vanced to the Government must he lost before its creditors can 
sustainany loss.”-— Vol. 1, p.479. 

"The bank has lent its whole capital, now about 
14% millions sterling, to the Government; so that 
the Government stands security for the bank to 
that amount, being near 70 millions of dollars. 

“Joint stock companies are well adapted to carry on the 
trade of banking. The constitution of joint stock companies 
renders them in general more tenacious of established rules than 
any private copartnery. Such companies, therefore, seem ex- 
tremely well fitted for this trade, The principal. banking com- 
panies in Europe, accordingly, are joint stock companies, many 
of which manage their trade very successfully, without any ex- 
clusive privilege.” =- Pages 116—148, vol, 3, 

“If bankers are restrained from issuing any circulating bank 
notes, or notes payable to the bearer, for less than a certain sum; 
(£5 sterling;) and if they are subjected to the obligation of an 
immediate and unconditional payment of such bank notes as 
soon. as presented, their trade, may, with safety to the public, 
be rendered, in all respects, perfectly free. The late multipli- 
cation of banking companies, ia both parts of the Uuited King- 
dam, an event by which many people have been much alarni- 
ed, instead of diminishing, increases the security of the public. 
In general, if any branch, or any division of labor, be advan- 
fageous to the public, the freer and more general the compe- 
tition, it will always be the more'so.””— Vol. 1, pages 498—9, 


This, said Mr.-B. is the answer of Dr. Smith, 
and if it doesnot constitute him a paper system 


man, there is certainly no virtue in language, and Í and patriotism than he had done. 


no power in words. He is forthe Bank of Eng- 
land, he is for joint stock banks, he is for individual 
bankers, and he is for making the banking trade, 
on condition of issuing no notes under £5, and 
promising to pay them on demand, as free as any 
other trade in the country; and he thinks the 
greater the number of banks, the greater the se- 
curity of the public. He is fer a currency, four 
paris paper and one part gold; and he is in favor 
of exporting every four guineas out of five, and of 
supplying the place of the exported gold by paper 
money issued by the Bank of England, by joint 
stock companies, by individual bankers, and by 
any person that chooses to issue paper, and promises 
to pay it on demand in gold, and agrees not to issue 
any note below five pounds. This is his system ; 
a paper system out and out, and without one miti- 
gating feature in it except the £5 limit, which to 
us looks like a restriction, but was in reality an en- 
largement of the banking privilege; for at the 
time that Dr, Smith wrote,—above fifty years ago, 
—the Bank of England issued no note of less de- 
nomination than ten pounds. This is the system of 
Dr. Smith; a system thathas blown up in England 
three times in twenty-five years; which is now upon 
the eve of another catastrophe, and requiring and 
receiving the interposition of the British Govern- 
ment to save it; which is now, in all that concerns 
banks of issue, except the issues of the Bank of 
England, condemned even by his own political 
school in England ; and which system, brought into 
our country by General Hamilton, above forty 
years ago, maintaining a struggle with our insti- 
tutions ever since, it is now proposed to fasten upon 
the Federal Government by law. 

Mr. B. proceeded to other objections to the com- 
mittee’s bill. It gave the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in the first section, a boundless discretion to do 
what he thought necessary to effect the collec- 
tion of the revenues in the currencies specified 
in the section; and it gave him, in the second 
section, a supervisory power and control over 
the receivability of all local bank paper; and it 
gave him, in the proviso to that section, a pow- 
er to punish any deposite bank which should re- 
fuse to receive and pass, as cash, to the credit of 
the United States, the notes ‘‘re:eivable” under that 
act, and received, in the ordinary course of its busi- 
ness, on general deposite. This was a power which 
he did not wish to see any Secretary of the Trea- 
sary possess. He did not wish to see any one vested 
with power to operate upon the hopes and fears of 
a thousand banks; nor did he wish to see a thou- 
sand banks invested with claims, and placed in a 
position to operate upon the hopes and fears of 
any Secretary. He did not wish to sce the mem- 
bers of Congress, who possessed an interest, or 
took an interest in local banks, marching in co- 
Jumns upon the Treasury Secretary, and soliciting 
him to admit the banks which they represented to 
be admitted to the favor of furnishing a national 
currency for the Federal Government. Such 
things gave a Secretary too much power over 
banks and members, or they might give the 
banks, and the members, too much power over 
him. Mr. B. was the friend of the new adminis- 
tration, had assisted to create it, and, of course, 
had confidence in it; but he objected to vesting it 
with this extraordinary power. He wanted law, 
and not Executive or departmental grace, or dis- 
cretion, for the tenure of his rights. Wherever 
law could be applied, he wanted it applied. This 
was a case in which it could be applied. It was 
a case in which it was easy to apply it. It was 
only to let the old statues, and the Constitution, 
remain in force, and follow out the policy “of 


-President Jackson, and gold and silver would re- 


main the sole currency for the receipts and expen- 
ditures of the Federal Government. Besides his 
objections to the power which this bill would give 
to the Secretary, he should be sorry personally to 
see.any friend of his subjected to the exercise of 
that power. He had seen Mr. Crawford subjected 
to the exercise of a small part of it; and he had 
seen him assailed, defamed, vilified and persecuted, 
on account of the manner in which he had exer- 
cised -that power, when he was certain that no 
man could ‘act with more honesty,” 
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impartiality, 
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Senate. 


Mr. B. objected to the bill for want of certainty 
in the kind ‘ef money which was to be received in 
the land offices.’ The whole question was left afloat. 
Nothing was fixed; nothing was stationary. What 
was land office money to-day, might not be so to- 
morrow. The orders for the’ reception and rejec- 
tion of different paper, or the Same paper, might 


‘vary from day to day. A farmer hears that the 


notes of a particular bank are receivable; he sup- 
plies himself with those notes, and goes to the of- 
fice. When he gets there, he may meet an order 
to exclude them; and then be turned over to a 
money dealer to furnish himself with other notes, 
no better than those he had, but ata cost of five, 
ten, or fifteen per cent. to him to effect the ex- 
change. ‘Far betier would it-be for the farmers and 
settlors to have the permanency and uniformity of 
gold and silver only. for land office payments; then 
they would always know what they had to rely up- 
on, and would be free from disappointments and im- 
positions. 

Mr. B. further objected to the receivability of 
paper money at the land offices, on accountof the 
advantages whish it gave to bankers and their fa- 
vorites over the rest of the community. To a 
banker, or his favorite, it was pretty immaterial 
whether be gave a quire or a ream—a handfull, or 
an armfwll—of his paper, for a parcel of land; and 
whether this paper was speckled over with figures 
for five dollars or fifty dollars, or five hundred dol- 
lars. I was all pretty much the same thing to him. 
To a farmer, however, who had to give labor, or 
produce, or property for every dollar he obtained, 
it was quite another affair; and it was tmpossible 
for him to stand the competition with the man of 
quires, with his machine to impress letters and 
figures, for as many dollars as he pleased, on the 
litle oblong slips of paper whish constituted bank 
notes. It was ashame in the Government to put 
the farmer in competition with such wholesale 
manufacturers of paper dollars. f 

Mr. B. further objected to this bill, because its 
tendency was to inundate the new States with strange 
and unknown bank paper. Inthe new States what- 
ever was land office money, was current money. It 
was current, not only at the land office, but in every 
place, and all overthe State. Itwasa Government 
endorsement, which gave credit to the whole issue 
of the bank. Taking advantage of this, it was 
quite usual for enterprising banks to get their pa- 
per made receivable in the land offices; then go to 
the new States, and lay out immense quantities of 
it in the purchase Of produce, or property; and then 
leave it to be shaved out of the hands of the people 
when it ceased to be land office money, or when 
specie was wanted for it. 

Finally, Mr. B. objected, totally, to the idea of 
continuing to receive paper money for the dues of 
the Federal Government. This bill was intended 
to be a permanent law, there was no limitation of 
time in it. It was intended to continue paper mc- 
ney for ever as the currency of the Federal Gov- 
ernment. There was no longer any plea of neces- 
sity to justify such a gross departure from the Con- 
stitution. It is not now as it was in 1816, when 
the joint resolution of that year was passed. Then 
there was less specie in the country than ever was 
known; now there is more than ever was known. 
The joint resolution of 1816 was a great advance 
upon the existing state of things at that time; the 
same resolution would be a retrograde movement, 
and a great falling back, at the presentday. We 
have now near eighty millions of specie. The 
Secretary of the Treasury computed it at 73 mil- 
lions two months ago, and it has been increasing 
ever since. A New Orleans paper computes it at 80 
millions. Say the amount is 75 millions; that sum 
is far beyond any possible demand that the collec- 
tion of the revenues. in specie could create. On 
this point, Mr. B. spoke with data in his hand, and 
could demonstrate, and prove up what he said. 
He had two different data to go upon, either of 
which would be sufficient, and both of which to- 
gether would be conclusive. First, as to the 
amount of money which it requires to effect a 
given amount of payments in transacting the bu- 
siness of the country. Every body knows that it 
does not require an amount of. money, equal to the 
whole amount of annual payments, to make those 
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payments. This might be the case if every credi- 
tor ate all the money which he received; but as he 
does not eat it, but pays it over to somebody else, 
it follows that the same piece of money performs 
‘many payments in the course of the year; and, 
consequently, that a sum far below the amount of 
annual payments, will be sufficient to effect all 
those payments. A proportionate supply, then, is 
all that is wanted; and that proportion is fixed by 
political economists at the one-tenth. Thus, annual 
payments to the amount of ten millions, may be 
effected by means of one million; and, so on, in the 
same proportion, for any amount. Upon this data 
it would require but a smal! part of our seventy odd 
millions to effect all the annual payments to the 
Federal Government. Then try another data. 
Take the experience of the Bank of the United 
States. During the time that that bank was the fis- 
cal agent of the Government, nothing was received 
by the Federal Government but its own notes and 
silver, for there was then no gold in circulation. 
The amount of United States Bank notes in circu- 
lution, though pushed up a few times to twenty odd 
millions, were generally below twenty; but take 
that for the average, and add the silver, which was 
computed in 1832, by the Senator from Massachu- 
setts, (Mr. Webster,) in the debate on the renewal 
of the bank charter, at from twenty to twenty-two 
millions; put these two sums together, and you 
have about forty millions, or little more than half 
the gold and silver now in the country. Here, 
again, the result is satisfactory, and shows 
that we have more than enough for this purpose. 
But there is still a third way to arrive at the sam 
result, It is by looking to the’ actual amount tha 
will be required for the great sources of Govern- 
ment demand—lands, customs, and post office. 
The lands, whether sales are restricted to settlers, 
or limited to hard money payments, which would 
itself be a restriction of sales to settlers, it is certain 
not more than five or six millions of dollars’ worth 
would be sold; and, as the Government would not 
eat these five or six millions, but pay them back as 
fast as received, it would follow that a part only of 
it would be sufficient to make the whole payment. 
Then as to the customs; they may amount to about 
twenty millions, but would, in reality, require but 
little specie; for the payments through the customs 
are seldom made by counting money, but by a 
transfer of credit on the books ofa bank. An or 
der to pay the customs in hard moncy would make 
very little difference in the payments as now made. 
This, every merchant and business man fully un- 
derstands. Next, as to the post office; here the re- 
ceipts are upwards of four millions per annum; but 
the Postmaster General does not eat the money, but 
pays it out immediately, and sends it back into the 
mass of circulation in payment for services render- 
ed the department by contractors, agents, deputy 
postmasters, &c. who immediately disburse it 
- among the community. 

Finally, Mr. B. had positive proof that, so far as 
the lands were concerned, and that was the main 
point, there was specie enough to answer the de- 
mand. He would read a letter from the chief 
clerk in a land office which is selling more land 
than any office in the Union, and which would be 
conclusive on the wisdom, justice, and necessity, 
of the Treasury circular. It came to him yester- 
day, unsolicited by him, and was delivered through 
the hands of the Senator from Michigan who sits 
farthest on the other side of the chamber, (Mr. 
Lyon,) and who, as well as his colleague, (Mr. 
Norvell,) he rejoiced to see in the seats to which 
they had been so long entitled, and from which 
they had been so long deforced. He rejoiced that 
Michigan was at last released from the position of 
a stranger at the gate, cooling her heels at the door 
of thé Capitol, while she had a right to a place 
within it. As a Missourian he could feel keenly 
for her; for it was the fortune of Missouri to have 
to wait, and cool her heels, in the same manner for 
a whole winter before she could be admitted. Mr. 
B. then read the following extract from the letter: 


EXTRACT. 

“I am chief clerk in the land office at Kalamazoo, where 
land, during the year 1836, has been sold to the amount of 
$2,050,010, being one-tenth of the aggregate sales of all the land 
offices in the United States—sixty-four, 1 believe, in number. 
‘Phe great busir ess done at this office has afforded signal oppor- 
mpjieg for observation as fe the expediency and gong: 


quences of the Treasury circular. We are all convinced of 
the wisdom of the measure, and it is but just that we should 
endeavor to sustain its propriety by our testimony. 

‘The public lands were fast falling into the hands of specu- 
lating bankers. We have seen a president of one of the banks 
in Massachusetts, visit Kalamazoo with blank notes in the 
sheet; and we have seen that same resident lay his mono- 
polizing grasp on miles of the public domain, for which those 
blanks, filed up at his leisure, were taken as equivalent. 
This instance was merely e pluribus. This wholesale specula- 
tion has been estopped by the specie circular. The land is 
sought after with the same avidity since, as before, the issue 
of that order, but by a very different set of purchasers. The 
actual cultivators of the soil are now selecting farms, which, so 
soon as entered, they begin to clear, fence, and improve. lam 
writing this on the 10th of January, 1837; and, at this very 
time, the office is thronged with hard-handed yeomen from the 
far East, who have come to settle amungst us in the far West 
Nine-tenths of the lots now entered are for those who intend to 
work them, and. the ‘accustomed’ faces of land speculators, 
which ccntinually haunted the office, have vanished. It is not 
my business, when so many sagacious statesmen are cogitating 


it, to offer any opinion as to the constitutionality or unconstitn- 
tionality of the specie circular, but I merely venture to set 
forth its consequences as daily exhibited to our eyes. 

“REGISTER S OFFICE, 

Kalamazoo, Mich. Jan. 10, 1837.” 

Mr. B. said this letter had been written nearly a 
month after the order had gone into effect for the 
total exclusion of paper money from the land offices. 
It annihilated all the speeches against that order, 
made, and to be made, on this floor. Tt vindicated 
the Treasury order in all its practical bearings, and 
under all its practical aspects. He wished to have 
had answers from all the land offices on these 
points; and the Senate, at his motion, had instruct 
ed the Committee on Public Lands to address to 
them the proper interrogatories. The committee 
chose to report a bill without seeking the informa- 
tion. They did more; they chose to send to a com- 
mittee, of which he was a member, the same mo- 
tion for interrogatories, after they had reported. 
this might look like a good joke. It was like say- 
ing, “we will report the bill, and pass it, and he 
may carry on the examinations afterwards;” a sort 
of expost facto or post-mortem examination not 
common in legislation. Very well, said Mr. B. 
The examinations will go on; and although the 
proofs will not be here in time to prevent the pas- 
sage of this bill, yet they may come in time to con- 
vince the country that it ought never to have been 
passed! Mr. B. returned to the amount of specie 
in the country, and its sufficiency to meet the col- 
lections of the Federal Government. He said it 
was more than sufficient, far more. Put all the 
collections together, lands, customs, and post of- 
fice, and the whole will not amount to one half of 
the specie in the country. Where, then, is the 
pretext for saying there is not specie enough for the 
receipts and expenditures of the Federal Govern- 
ment? The fact is that this Government will not 
require enough to exercise a sufficient influence 
over the moneyed system of the Union. Auxiliary 
means, as the suppression of notes under twenty 
dollars through the deposite banks, a supervision 
over the amount of their specie, and prompt settle- 
ments with all the banks whose notes they take, will 
have to be resorted to. The federal collections 
alone will not be sufficient; and in this the Senator 
from Kentucky (Mr. Clay) was perfectly right, a 
few days ago, when he took this very point as an 
objection to the ability of the Péderal Government 
to regulate the currency through its collections of re- 
venue. He was right in the objection, and Mr. Gel- 
Jatin, who made it before him, was right in the 
same objection! Specie collections alone will not be 
sufficient; but they will do a great deal towards it, 
and with the aid of auxiliary measures, will accom- 
plish it. Let it not be forgotten that the whole skill 
and the whole power of the Bank of the United 
States, in her boasted services of regulating the lo- 
cal banks, were limited to two simple and obvious 
measures: first, to receive the notes of no bank in 
payment of federal dues, wuless it was situated in 
the same town or city which contained her branch: 
second, to return the notes of all the local banks 
which she received for immediate settlement and 
payment. This is what the Bank of the United 
States did. Let us also exclude local paper, require 
prompt settlements between our deposite banks and 
other banks, enforce the provision in the deposite 
act, which is a supervision over the amount of spe- 
cie in the deposite banks, and suppress notes under 
twenty dollars. 

Mr. B. said now was the time for the Govern- 
ment to act as the Senator from Massachusetts 


act in 1816. This was 


(Mr. Webster) urged it to 
his language at that time: 

“Tf Congress were to pass forty statutes on the subject, he sald, 
they would not make the law more conclusive than it now was, 
that nothing should be received in payment of duties to the 
Government but specie; and yet no regard was paid tothe im 
pevative injunctions of the law in thig respect. The whole 
strength of the Government, he was of opinion, ought to be 
put forth to compel the payment of the duties and taxes to the 
Government in the legal currency of the country.” 

Mr. B. was free to declare that he concurred 
fully in the sentiments just quoted, that ‘forty 
statutes could not make the law in favor of specie 
payments stronger than it was, and that the whole: 
power of the Government ought to be exerted, to 
compel the collection of the revenues in the consti- 
tutional currency. The commencement of opera- 
tions by the three new branch mints, was the 
latest moment, in his opinion, at which universal 
hard money payments to and from the Federal 
Government, cught to be delayed He concirred 
in the sentiments quoted, and would now quote other 
sentiments delivered by the same gentleman, at the 
same time, and, without fully concurring in them, 
he would claim the advantage of them on this occa- 
sion, when the whole tenor of the bill before us, and 
especially the proviso, goes to change this Federal 
Government from a hard money, to a paper money 
Government, and to surrender the federal treasury 
to the general reception of State and local bank 
notes. 

“Congress can alone coin money; Congress can alone fix the 
value of foreign coins. No State can coin money; no State can 
fix the value of foreign coins; no State, not even Congress itself, 
can make any thing a tender but gold and silver inthe pay- 
ment of debts; no State can emit bills of.credit- The exclusive 
power of regulating the metalic currency of the country would 
seem to imply, or, more properly, to include, as part of itself, 
or power to decide how far that currency should be exclusive, 
how- far any substitute should interfere with it, and what that 
substitute should be. ‘The generality, and extent of the power 


granted to Congress, and the clear and well defined prohibitions 


an the States, leave little doubt of an intent te rescue the whole 
subject of currency from the hands of local legislation, and to 
confer it on the general Goverament. But, notwithstanding this 
apparent purpose in the Constitution, the truth is, that the cur- 
rency of the country is now, to a very preat extent, practically 
and effectually, under the control of the several State Govern: 
ments; if it be not more correct tosay that it is under the control 
of the banking institutions created by the States; for the States 
seem first to have taken possession ofthe power, and then to'have 
delegated it. Whether the States can constitutionally exercise 
this power, or delegate It to others, isa point which I do not 
intend, at present, either to concede or toargue. It is much to 
be hoped that ne controversy on the point may ever become 
necessary.” 

Mr. B. quoted these sentiments for the purpose 
of invoking the aid of their author in rescuing the 
currency of the Federal Cons ‘imtion from the con- 
trol whieh this bill, and esy ccially the proviso to 
the second section, gives to the banking institntions 
of the several States over it} a control which will 
enable them to expel that currency from the 


country, and to enthrone their own in its place. 


Mr. BENTON said that this bill, though in its 
terms a general measure, and professing ‘to act 
only on coming events, yet was, in reality, a mea- 
sure rescinding the Treasury order of July last; 
and assuch, was greeted and saluted by the friends 
of the recision on this floor. They openly cele- 
brate the advent of the bill as the triumph of their 
movement, and announce its passage as a welcome 
victory. This may be. They may carry the bill, 
but they cannot carry the argument. They may 
ind the order, but they cannot verify Mr. Bid- 
dle’s prediction of the distress it was to create, nor 
invalidate President Jackson’s statement of the 
good it had produced. In the month of November, 
‘Mr. Biddle predicted a world of wo—all to take 
place by the time that Congress met, and all to 
result from the ‘Treasury order and the manner of 
executing the deposite aci—“ intense pecuniary 
disiress—derangement of exchanges—loss of confi- 
dence—destruction of the public prosperity —rcar- 
city of money—fall of prices—ruin of the car- 
roney?-—and he averred, that the instant re- 
peal of the Treasury order, under the com- 
mand of Congress, if the Secretary would not 
do it voluntarily, would restore confidence in 
twenty-four hours, and put ap end to all this. mass 
of wo in twenty-four days. On the other band, the 
President informed us in his annual message, that 


| this same ‘Treasury order had produced many saiu- 


tary consequences. He says it has checked the 
career of the western banks, and given them ad¢i- 
tional strength to meet approaching difficulties; that 
it has cut off the means of speculation in the publie 
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lands; that. it has saved the new States from the 
evils ofa non-resident proprietorship; that it has 
kept open the public lands to. the entry of cultiva- 
tors, and saved them from competition with those 
who are favored with bank facilities; that it has 
caused gold and silver to flow into the new States, 
and placed the business of the whole country on a 
safer and more solid basis. This is. the repre- 
seniation of the. President; and which is the true 
picture? his ‘statement, or Mr. Biddle’s prediction? 
Surely the state of the country will answer the ques- 
tion! Certainly the personal knowledge of every 
individual will enable him to answer it! The 
whole prediction for the panic and pressure has 
failed! the edict for the distress has failed! Tt was 
to no purpose that the distress was commenced at 
several places; that many presses, and several 
speakers on this floor, announced and proclaimed 
it. The seventy odd millions of hard money which 
had been brought into the country was death to the 
operation; and, after afew vain efforts to renew 
the scenes of 1833, after a few abortive demonstra- 
tions to alarm the public, the whole contrivance 
was abandoned, or rather, the performance was 
postponed! for itis never to be forgotten that panic 
and pressure is part of the permanent system of the 
denationalized national bank, and will be brought 
to bear, whenever opportunity will permit, until 
itshall be proved to the people that they cannot live 
without a national bank. ‘The edict for the distress 
then has failed; and the failure of that scheme is 
itself the proof of the truth of President Jackson's 
statement of the good effects of the order. That 
order has been attended by every good effect which 
he has mentioned, and this is universally known in 
the West, and is proved negatively by the total ab- 
sence of all complaint.from that quarter. Nobody 
in the new States complains to us; no one in the 
new States sends here to demand the rescision of the 
order. That demand comes from Philadelphia, 
where there are no public lands; from Kentucky, 
where there are none; from Ohio, where there are 
next to none; and from members on this floor, who 
are backed by no memorials from home. The let- 
ter from the clerk in the land office at Kalamazoo 
covers the whole ground, and proves the wis- 
dom, the beneficence, and the necessity of that 
order, The diminution of the sales after the 
issuing of the order is a further proof to the 
same effect. Before the sales, that isto say, in the 


months of May and June, two months in which. 


the amount of sales should have heon least, they 
amounted to the sum of six millions and a quarter; 
the months of October and November, the two 
months in which the sales should have been great- 
est, the amount was three millions one hundred 
thousand. The menth of December, thongh the 
returns are not complete, shows a still farther de- 
cline; and if gentlemen had patience to wait for 
the returns of January, the first month in which 
the order had fnil effect, they wonld, no doubt, 
find it- bringing down the sales to a moderate 
. amonnt, and effecting a diminution of income, fram 
that source of revenue, to as smalla degree as could 
be desired, and in a manner the most Simple, the 
most regular, the most effectual, and the most satis- 
factory that can be devised by the wit of man. 
Every good consequence stated by the President 
had resulted from the Operation of the order; and 
the evidence of this was too public and notoricus 
to require illustration, or to admit of enumeration, 
But there was one point of his statement which was 
an exception to this remark, and on which it would 
be profitable to go into some detail; for it concern- 
ed not only the lands, but the far more important 
subject of the currency itself; he: alluded to that 
part of the President's message in which he stated 
that this order had checked the career of the 
western banks, and compelled them to strengthen 
themselves against the revulsions consequent upon 
every expansion of the bank issues. This was 
true to'a degree of which no one hada conception 
but those who had access to a knowledge of the 
the condition of all the banks, and who availed 
themselves. of that right of access to examine into 
the condition of these banks, and to compare that 
condition with the approved principles of what is 
considered safe and sound banking, 


Mr, B. said, that among those things which were 
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considered as settled in the science and mystery of 
banking, there was one principle which required 
the immediate means of the bank to bear a certain 
proportion. to its immediate liabilities; below which 
proportion it was not safe for the bank to descend. 
The immediate means of the bank are its specie on 
hand; its immediate liabilities are the circulation 
and the deposites; and the proportion which these 
ought to bear to each other, has been fixed, at the 
Bank of England, after an experience of one hun- 
dred and forty years, at the one-third. Mr. B. 
deemed the verification of this principle so 
material that it deserved to be proved, as well 
as stated. He would, therefore, produce the 
sworn testimony on this point, taken before Lord 
Althorpe’s committee in 1832; and should confine 
himself to the evidence of the governor of the bank 
and one of its directors. The testimony of Mr. 
Horsley Palmer, the governor of the bank, is this: 
“The average proportion, as already observed, of coin 
and bullion which the bank thinks it prudent to keep on 
hand, is at the rate of a third of the total amount of all 
her liabilities, including deposites as well as issues.” 
Mr. George Ward Noeman, a director of the bank, 
states the same thing in a different form of words. 
He says: “For a full state of the circulation and. the 
deposites, say twenty-one millions of notes and six mil- 
lions of deposites, making in the whole twenty-seven 
millions of liabilities, the proper sum in coin and 
bullion for lhe bank to retain, is nine millions.” 
Thus, the average proportion of one-third between 
the specie on hand and the cireulation and deposites, 
must be considered as an established principle at 
that bank which is quite the largest, and amongst 
the oldest in the world. It might be well also to 
remark that the same proportion, very nearly, pre- 
vailed in the Bank of the United States at the time 
of the removal of the deposites in October, 1833; it 
was, of specie on hand, $10,663,441; of circula- 
lion and deposites, $37,195,465; being at the rate 
of between one third and one-fourth of specie in 
hand for immediate liabilities. The proportion of 
about one-third being then established as the prin- 
ciple of safety in banking, let us apply that princi- 
ple to some of our western deposite banks in J uly 
last, to see what was their condition at that time; 
and in November, to see whether that condition 
was improved as stated by the President. 

` Branch of the State Bank of Alabama, at Mobile. 


Specie. Circulation and Deposites. 
July, $278,761 $4,984,210 
November, — 282,915 4,343,680 
Commercial Bank of New Orleans. 

July, $207,698 $3,306,105 
November, 389,192 2,770,435 

“Agricultural Bank of Mississippi. 
July, 107,951 $3,476,000 
November, 462,896 2,752,006 

Union Bank of Tennessee and branches. 

July, $37, 106 $3,520,600 
November, 121,054 3,106,000 

Franklin Bank of Cincinnati. 
July, $179,558 $1,627,060 
November, 246,570 1,272,000 

Bank of Michigan, at Detroit. 
July, $78,214 $3,461,000 
November, 326,635 2,336,000 

Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank, Michigan. 

Taly, $67,184 $1,954,000 
November, 69,954 713,000 


Mr. B. said such was the condition of some of 
the western deposite banks in Jnly last, and such 
their condition in November; very far below the 
Bank of Engiand standard at both periods, but 
greatly improved by the operation of the specie 
order, and doubtless much more improved by its 
continued operation to this time. There were ma- 
ny others of these banks also failing far below the 
Bank of England standard in July and N. ovember, 
and still below if. Mr. B. was ready to admit, 
what every business man must understand, that all 
these banks have a list of debts, and of bills of ex- 
change, falling due from day to day, and amount- 
ing in the aggregate to more than all their liabili- 
ties; but he must be permitted to remark, that the 
Bank of England also has her list of debtors, and 
that nearly the whole of these debtors are in the 


ee a era aa Here ep ope 
city of London, within thirty minutes’ran of the 


, bank; that she is situated in the moneyed metropolis 


of the universe; that she is supported by the 
richest and most numerous body of merchants upon 
the earth, and backed by the whole power of the 
British Government, which stands her security for 
seventy millions of dollars, and lends her exche- 
quer bills to the amount of millions, and increases 
their interest to facilitate their sale when necessary; 
and that, with all these resources, such as no bank 
in our America can pretend to, she yet deems it 
necessary to have always on hand, in coin and 
bullion, the one-third of the amount of her circu- 
lation and deposites. What then must be thought 
of the condition of some of the banks referred to, 
and others which might be referred to, in July last? 
Instead of one-third specie in hand to meet their 
immediate liabilities, the actual-proportion in hand 
was the one-twentieth, the one-thirtieth, the one- 
fortieth, and the one-fiftieth! Mr. B. said it was 
beyond all human doubt, that if the Treasury order 
had not been issued, that the western deposite banks 
would have exploded in the course of the last fall, 
and that we should now have been sitting here 
amidst the wrecks of the paper system. That order 
prevented this catastrophe; and it is precisely be- 
cause it did prevent it, that it has excited the rage 
of Mr. Biddle, and of the whole political party 
embodied under the oriflamme cf the cenationalized 
national bank. It balked their present hopes of 
re-ascension to power through the ruin of the 
finances; and in their rage for this disappointment, 
they denounce the President for a violation of the 
laws and Constitution; they charge him with ruin- 
ing the country; they attempt a new panic and 
pressure; and they eall upon Congress to repeal the 
order. 

Mr. B. said it was curious, and at the same time 
instructive, to observe the change which had come 
over the whole United States Bank party in speak- 
ing of the local banks, and especially of the deposite 
banks. At the veto session of 1339, they were 
considered unfit to be trusted with the custody of 
the public moneys, or to furnish any currency; at 
the panic session of 1833-4, they wera stigma 
tised with every opprobrious epithet, and all the 
public money was given up as lost ihat ever enter- 
ed their vaults; now, at the expunging session, all 
this is changed, and nothing so kind and coaxing 
as the manner in which these former scorers now 
speak of the late despised pets. They absolutely 
seem to love them! and this great change, now 
observable to all on this floor, seems to have taken 
its start in that famous Philadelphia letter, of which 
repeated mention has so frequently been made. 
This is the part of the letter which gives the signal 
for this new change: 


“The Bank of the United States has not ceased to exist more 
than seven mont s, and already the whole currency and ex- 
changes are running into inextricable confusion, and the indus: 
try of the country is burdened with extravagant charges on all 
the commercial intercourse of the Onion. Avd how, when 
these banks have been created by the Executive, and urged into 
these excesses, instoud of gentle and gradual remedies, a fierce 
crusade is ralsed against them, the fur re harshly and sud- 
dently taken from them, and they are forced to extraordinary 
means of defence against the very power which brought them 
into being. They received, and were expected to receive, in 
payment for the Government the notes of each other, and the 
nates of other banks, and the faci ity with which they did so 
was a ground of special commendation by the Government; 
and now that Government has lei loose upon them a demand 
for specie, to the whole amount of these notes, I go further, 
There is an outery abroad raised by faction, and echoed by fol- 
ly, against the hanks of the United Staies. Until it was disturb- 
ed by the Government, the ban ystem of the United States 
was at least as good ag that of any other commercial conntry, 
What was desired for its perfection. was precisely what] have 
‘riven fo accomplish—to widen the metallic basis of the 
cy by a greater on of coin into Ue smaller channels 
culation. This wasina gradual and judicious train of aC- 

is plishment. But this miserable foolery abeunt an exclusively 
metallic currency is quite es absurd as to discard the steam- 
boats, a. d go back to poling up the Mississippi.” 

Mr. B. said that the views and sentiments dis- 
closed in this extract, were of great moment, and 
ought to be carefully considered by all whose duty 
itis, here or elsewhere, to legislate, or to act, upon 
the subject of the currency. The design is here 
disclosed to stir up the local banks against tbe Fe- 
deral Government, to make alliance wiih them, and 
to force the Government to receive their paper in 
payment of all federal dues. . This is the design 
disclosed; and with what motive? Certainly to ruin 
the finances of the Federal Government! Cer 


tainly te compel the administrations of Genes 
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ral Jackson and Mr. Van Buren to re- 
peat the fatal error of Mr. Madison’s ad- 
ministration, that of undertaking to make a na- 
tional currency out of local bank notes. 
Warned by that fatal error of those who put down 
the first national bank, those who put down the 
second one determined to avoid it; and for that 
purpose to re-establish for the Federal Government 
the currency of the Constitution. When this de- 
sign was announced, our opponents treated it with 
derision. They said it could not be done; that a 
gold and silver currency could not be revived. 
They ridiculed the attempt; but what is the 
answer which four years has given to their 
ridicule? It is the actual revival of the gold 
eurrency, of which near twenty. millions of 
dollars are now in the country; it is in the ac- 
tual increase of our specie from twenty or twenty- 
two millions, as computed by the President of the 
Bank of the United‘ States himself when the char- 
ter for that institution was applied for in 1832, to 
near eighty millions, which it is now known to be. 
The experiment of getting the gold and silver into 
the country has succeeded; ridicule has failed of 
its office. The gold and silver is here, enough, and 
more than enough, to make all the payments to, 
and from the Federal Government. Ridicule will 
no longer answer; stronger measures must be 
résorted to, and legislation has become indis- 
pensable to the overthrow of the constitutional 
currency. To prevent the specie in the country 
from being used, is now the design; and to accom- 
plish that purpose, it becomes necessary to force the 
local paper of the States upon the Federal Govern- 
ment. The passage of this bill is indispensable to 
the success of Mr. Biddle’s design, disclosed in the 
letter from which an extract had been read. He 
wants the question made between a national cur- 
rency of United States Bank notes, and a national 
currency of local bank notes. He knows that 
between these two, the United States Bank 
notes will prevail; that they will conquer, that 
they will whip, yes, whip like a dog, your 
national currency of local bank notes. We, on 
the other hand, want the question made between 
paper and gold, knowing that the country will sus- 
tain gold against paper; and these are the questions 
which are now to be decided by this bill. ‘This bill 
will make the question in the form wished by the 
friends of the Bank of the United States, and will 
ensure them the triumph to which they look for the 
re-establishment of the Bank of the United States 
and restoration of its political friends to power. Mr. 
B. appealed to gentlemen on the other side of the 
House to rise above the character of partizans, and to 
actas patriotson this occasion. He and they hadal- 
ways agreed in condemning local bank notes as a na- 
tional currency, and why not agree together in their 
votes now in rejecting them. He knew that, as a 
party, their interest led them to the support of this 
bill; as patriots, and according to their declared 
principles, their duty led them to oppose it. He 
beseeched them to follow up their principles, so 
often declared on this floor, and to reject the bill 
which elevated into a national currency the kind 
of paper which they have so long, so publicly, and, 
in his opinion, so justly condemned. He besought 
and obtested them to join him, but, he feared, in 
vain. There is an ominous silence in their ranks 
upon the condition of our deposite banks. At the 
last session, when that condition was so much bet- 
ter than.at this, there was a perpetual assault upon 
them. Then, when the average proportion of spe- 
cie to their circulation and deposites was as one to 
seven or eight, then this proportion was constantly 
pointed out; now, when it is so much grealer, not a 
word is said; now, when the President has attempt- 
ed to improve their condition, he is assailed as he 
was at the panic session, and as great efforts made 
to compel the repeal of the Treasury order as there 
then was to compel the restoration of the de- 
posites. 

Mr. B. said the objection to the inadequacy of the 
specie supplies in the deposite banks, was no new 
objection with him. He had made it at the last 
session, and, with the leave of the Senate, would re- 
fer to some passages on this point in the speech 
which he then made in opposition to the deposite 
pjlle-that bill against which it was his pride to 


speak and to vote, though he spoke and voted in a 
small minority of some half dozen Senators. The 
following are the passages referred to: 


“The other part of the deposite bill proper, to which 1} object, 
is the want of a clause requiring the deposite banks to keep on 
hand a certain amount of specie, bearing some reasonable, ayer- 
age, fixed proportion to their immediate liabilities. The bill 
was drawn with such a clause; but it was the will of the majo- 
rity to strike it out, and to substitute the discretion of the 
Secretary of the Treasury for the time being for the 
proposed legal enactment. The proportion of specie 
on hand, in the several deposite banks, is now to be whatever 
may be satisfactory to the officer at the head of the Treasury. 
To this I object; because, without reference to the opinions of 
any Secretary, I hold it to be a case in which the inflexible rule 
of Jaw, and hot the variable dictate of individual discretion, 
should prevail. It concerns the currency of the country, and 
Jaw should govern the currency. It is acase in which discre- 
tion is subordinate to systems, as well as to personal tempera- 
ment. A hard money Secretary would require a heavy pro- 
portion of specie; a paper system Secretary would be content 
with avery light proportion. Besides, some of the deposite 
banks need regulation upon this point at present. Some of 
them are far in arrear of what would be deemed a safe propor- 
tion of spocie, and threatening the Treasury with another edi- 
tion of ‘unavailable funds.’ As a whole, they are far behind 
the point of specie responsibility at which the Bank of the Unit- 
ed States stood at the time of the removal of the deposites, 
thoughsome axe upto that mark, or above it; but, as a whole, 
(and it is in that point of view that the public is converned,) 
they are far behind it. On the first day of October, 1833, when 
the deposites were removed, the immediate liabilities of the 
United States Bank, in public and private deposites, and in its 
circulation, was &37.105,465, and the specie on hand was 
$10,663,441; being at the rate of more than one to four. 

“At the close of the last month, which is the date of the latest 
returns of the deposite banks, their immediate liabilities in the 
same items—public and private deposites, and circulation— 
was $64,401,580, and the gold and silver on hand was $10,202,215; 
being at the rate of less than oneto eight. This certainly is a 
progress in the wrong direction for us, who have undertaken 
to strengthen the gold and silver foundations of the currency, It 
is travelling on the wrong end of the road, and that rather fast. 
The rejection from the bill of the clause which was intended to 
hold the deposite banke up to the possession of a certain fixed 
proportion of specie, looks like an abandonment of our hard 
money professions, and a relapsing tendency into the wide and 
bottomless ocean of paper. It is certainly a great decline from 
the doctrines of President Jackson’s message of December last— 
those doctrines which were then hailed with approbation by an 
immense majority of the American people, and received as 
landmarks in the whole democratic camp, and in which the 
President expressly treated the regulation of the deposites as 
the regulation of the currency, and looked to the increased civ- 
culation of gold and silver, and the suppression of all bank 
notes under twenty dollars, as two of the great results which 
were to flow from the connection of the Federal Treasury with 
the loca] banks, and the consequent influence of the Government 
over the currency. Hear his words; 

“Connected with the condition of the finances and the flourish- 
ing state of the country in all its branches of industry, it_is 
pleasing to witness the advantages which have already been de- 
rived from the recent laws regulating the value of the gold 
coinage. These advantages will be more apparent in the course 
of the next year when the branch mints authorized to he estab 
lished in North Carolina, Georgia and Louisiana shall have 
gone intooperation. Aided, as itis hoped they will be, hy fur- 
ther reforms in the banking systems of the States, and by ju- 
dicious regulations on the partof Congress, in relation to 
the custody of the public moneys, it may be confidently anti- 
cipated that the use ef gold and silver as a circulating medium 
will hecome general in the ordinary transactions connected with 
the lahor of the country. The great desideratum in modern 
times, isan efficient check upon the power of the banks, pre- 
venting that excessive issue of paper whence arise those fluc- 
tuations in tbe standard of value which render uncertain the 
rewards of labor? * a: * ‘Tt bas been seen that, 
without the agency of a great moneyed monopoly, the revenue 
can be collected and conveniently and safely applied to ali the 
purposes of the public expenditure. It is also ascertained that, 
instead of being necessarily made to promote the evils ofan un- 
checked paper sysiem, the management of the revenue can be 
made auxiliary io the reform which the Legislatures of several 
of the States have already commenced in regard to the suppres- 
sion of small bills, and which has only tobe fostered hy proper 
regulations onthe part of Congress to secure o practienl re 
turn, to the extent required for the security of ihe currency, 
to the constitutional medium.” 

“The collection and custody being a source of credit to them, 
will increase the security which the States provide for a faith- 
ful execution of their trusts, by multiplying the serutinies to 
which their operations and accounts will be subjected. Thus 
disposed, as well from interest asthe obligation of their char- 
ters, it cannot be doubted that such conditions as Congress may 
see fit to adopt respecting the deposites in these i itutions, 
with a view to the gradual disuse of the small bi wil be 
cheerfully complied with; and that we shall scon gain. in place 
of the Bank of the United States, a practical reform ofthe whole 
paper system ofthe country. If, by this policy, we can ulti- 
mately witness the suppression of all hank hills below TWEN- 
TY DOLLARS, it is apparent that GOLD and SH NER will 
take their place, and become the principal circulating medium 
in the common business of the country. The attainment of 
such a result will form an era m the history of eur country, 
which will be dwelt upon with delight by every true friend of 
its Jiberty and independence. It will lighten the great TAX 
which our PAPER SYSTEM has so lorg coilected from the 
earnings of Jabor, and do more to revive and perpetuate those 
habits of econemy and simplicity, which are so congenial to the 
character of republicans, than all the legislation w hich bas yet 
been attempted.’ ? 

“The rejection of the clause referred to, continved Mr. B. 
has Jost the advantages so confidently looked to by the Presi- 
dent in this wise and patriotic message. Nothing is done in 


this deposite bill to fulfil his enlightened and noble views + noth- 


ing to enlarge and extend the specie basis; nothing to promote 
the diffusion of gold; nothing to effect the suppression of notes 
under twenty dollars; nothing to check the paper system ; 


nothing to regulate the currency; on the contrary, we have a 
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virtual abandonment of all control over the moneyed systen; 
and a virtual surrender of the constitutional power, and- the. 
constitutional duty of Congress over the currency, to the diee 
cretion of the Secretary of tne Treasury, and the private ard in- 
terested arrangements of the deposite banks.” > 


Mr. B. said, these were his sentiments delivered 
eight months ago, and all subsequent events con- . 
firmed him in their correctness? Some of our deposite 
banks have got into far worse condition since that 
time; many of them were running a wild and mad 
career, when the Treasury circular checked their 
course. There are many whose condition is-good, 
having a large amount of specie; several above 
half a million; some above a million; one a mil 
lion and a half. On the other hand, there are some 
whose specie demonstration makes, indeed, a sorry 
figure; there were above a dozen of them whose 
specie, even in November, ranged downwards 
through a regular and gradual descent, from the 
small sum of twenty-five thousand dollars, to the 
far smaller sum of two thousand five hundred and 
ninety-six dollars, and ninety-two cents! The 
Treasury order was intended to improve this con- 
dition of things, and has improved them; and if let 
alone, or, still better, if specie payments are made 
universal in all the receipts and disbursements of 
the Federal Government, they will go on to improve, 
and may be able to ride out the storm which every 
discerning mind must see ahead. 

Mr. B. thought not only the condition of many 
of the deposite banks needed improvement, but that 
the deposite act itself needed amendment. He 
was for limiting the deposites to banks of strength 
and character; such as kept, at least, average sup- 
plies of a qnarter of a million of specie; he was for 
prescribing the conditions proposed by the Presi- 
dent of the Manhattan Bank, for the suppression of 
notes under twenty dollars; he was in favor of 
fixing the proportion between their specie on hand, 
and their liabilities in cireulation and deposites, 
and fixing it at the proportion required at the Bank 
of England; he was for requiring from them weekly 
settlements at least, with,all the banks whose paper 
they received, and the prompt liquidation of all ba- 
lances in specie, and a part payment of all demands 
in gold. In return for these requisitions, he would 
be willing to be as liberal as the public interest 
would admit, and to remit the interest which was 
now exacted on deposites. 

Mr. B. said a question had been raised on this floor 
as to the honor of originating the first movements 
against the small note currency, and the Senator 
from Kentucky (Mr. Clay) who had moved that 
question here, had claimed it for the Senator from 
Massachusetts; (Mr. Webster;) and this was in 
conformity to Mr. Biddle’s letter of November 
last, who claimed the same honor for the Bank of 
the United States and its friends. Mr. B. should 
never have thought it worth the time of the Senate 
to examine into the paternity of this little honor; 
he had not, in his former speech, stopped the cur- 
rent of debate, to examine into the justice of the 
same claim as set up by the President of the Bank 
of the United States; but since the question had been 
raised on this floor, it might be as well to devote a 
moment to the settlement of the affair, according 
to the right of the case and the evidence of the 
record. Suun cuique tribuito—iet every one have his 
own-—was a fair maxim at all times, and might fine 
a fair occasion for its application at the present time 
He remembered the whole history of the move: 
ments against the small note currency, and in look 
ing over the journals of the Senate and the Regis 
ter of Debates, he found his recollection confirme: 
in every particular. The first speech made in th 
Senate upon the subject, was made by himself; i 
was on the 20th of January, 1832, and on his reso 
lution to suppress the issue of the branch bant 
drafts issued by the branches of the Bank of the 
United States. Among other objections to those 
drafts, were these: ihat they were mostly: issitec 
for small sums, five and ten -dollars, and“ thus 
usurped the place of gold and silver, which was 
carried cit from the. States to Philadelphia, anc 
thence exported te foreign countries; and also tha’ 
they filled the eountry with ‘counterfeits; the five 
and ten dollar drafts being those which offered the 
greatest inducements for counterfeiting.” - ‘The 
next speech: upon the subject was by ‘the Sepa- 
tor from Massachusetts, (Mr. Webster,) on the 
24th of May of the sams year, 1892, on ‘the ‘bill 
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to recharier the Bank:of the United States, in 
which he spoke at large, and much to the gratifica- 
tion of him (Mr. B.) against the evils of a small 
note currency, and on the necessity of suppressing 
itin order.to increase the amount of the specie cir- 
culation. So much for speeches: now for motions. 
Gales and Seaton’s Register for the session, 1831-2, 
shows that on Saturday, the 26th of May, of that 
‘session, Mr. Bewron, (then opposing the recharter 
of the Bank of the United States,) read four- 
teen amendments . at. one time, the thirteenth of 
which ran in these words: “To issue no note of a 
less denomination than twenty dollars; nor to receive 
or pay out a State bank note of less amount 1” 
same Register shows that two days thereafter, name- 
ly, on Monday, the 28th of the same month of 
May, the Senator from Massachusetts (Mr, Web- 
ster,) moved two amendments to the bill rechar- 
tering the bank, the second of which was in these 
words: “That it should not be lawful for the bank, 
after the 4th of March, 1836, to issue any notes of a 
less denomination than dollars.” 

The Register then goes on: 

“Mr. Wessrer said a few words in defence of his second 
amendment, which imposed no restriction unul after the expi- 
ration of the present charter. The cfect of his proposition 
would be to introduce more specie into circulauion, and to ban- 
ish the small notes with which the country is inundated. He 
moved to fill the blank with ten doliars, bui expressed his wil 
lingness to vole for a higher restriction if any Senator should 
moveit, : 

“Mr. Benton would propose twenty dollars. He wished 
the basis of circulatiou throughout the country te be in hard 
money. Farmers, laborers, znd market people, ought to re- 
ceive their payments in hard money. ‘hey ought not te be 
put to the risk of receiving bank notes in all their small deal- 
ings, They are no judges of good or bad notes. Counterfeits 


are sure to fall apon their hands; and the whole business of || 


counterfeiting was mainly directed to such notes ag they han- 
dle—those under twenty dollars,” 

Mr. B. said, the Register further showed that 
Messrs, Foot, Smith of Maryland, Clay, and 
Chambers, expressed their sentiments on the pro- 
position, and against the twenty dollar limit; but 
that on taking the question, the blank was filled 
with twenty dollars, and the amendment proposed 
by the Senator from Massachusetts, thus shaped, 
was concurred in. Mr. B. said it was apparent, 
from this history of the first attempt made in the 
Senate to introduce the twenty dollar limit on the 
minimum issues of banks, that he himself was the 
mover of it; but he was free to say, that without 
the aid of the Senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
Webster,) the limit would not have been intro- 
duced. He remembered the gentleman’s speech 
very well, and his quotation from Mr. Cannit 
and could repeat the whole now from memory, 
much more fully and correctly than he now found 
it in the Register. So far so good, said Mr. B. 
The Senator. from Missouri, and the Senator from 
Massachusetts, were for once found together in a 
vole which concerned the Bank of the United 
States ; but they did not long remain together! It 
was in quasi committee that the twenty dollar limit 
was proposed and adopted; when the amendment 
came tọ be considered in the Senate, the Senator 
from Massachusetts dissented! and the probibi- 
tion to issue notes below tweni y dollars was 
diluted into an authority reserved by Congress, 
to impose a restriction to that effect, after the 
3d day of March, in the year 1836! and, thus 
it now stands on the journal of the Senate, in the 
bill of recharter vetoed by the President! The re- 
striction, voted on the 28th of May, was, a few days 
thereafter, metaraorphosed into a reservation of au- 
thority. to impose a future restriction—a chg 
which Mr. B. considered as defeat and mocke 
for he knew full - well that wherever a bank was 
strong enough beforehand to prevent a limitation 
upon its issues from being prescribed as a condi- 
tion, it will be sure to be strong enough, after it 
gets the charter, to prevent the same limitation 
from being imposed as a restriction. 

Mr. B. had thus corrected the error of the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky, (Mr. Clay,) in claiming the 
paternity of the first movement for the twenty dol- 
lar limit onthe floor. In the correction of that 
error-he had to exhibit himself as the author of 
the ‘movement; but he attached but little conse- 
quence.to priority of movement on such a subject, 
or on any subject. It was the gift of continuance 
which he valued. It was the faculty of holding on 
which he loved. It was.the Cynegiras stick-to-it 
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which he admired; that sticking to it which lays 
hold with the right hand, and when that is cut off, 
lays’ hold with the left; and when that is cut off, 
lays hold with the teeth, and hangs on by the teeth 
until the head is cut off. This is what he called 
the gift of continuance, and which he valued above 
all gifts.. The Senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
Webster,) did not seem to have been endowed 
with this gift in respect to this twenty dollar limit. 
Fis speech, indeed, was good; his first vote was 
good; but his second was bad, for it nullified the 
first; and his speech had never been backed by 
On the other hand, he Mr. B. must be 
allowed to say that he had himself shown a little 
of the Cynegiras blood in relation to this limit. 
He began it five years ago, and had been sticking 
toit ever since. In Congress, and out of Congress, 
im season, and out of season, he had been still 
harping upon these small netes. Not to worry the 
Senate with tedious recitals,and yet to vindicate 
his adhesion, and to made good, at Jeast, a con- 
tinued claim to this work, he would refer to a few 
of the evidences which attested the fidelity of his 
exertions to accomplish this object. Mr. B. then 
read from the Senate journal, as follows: 


Wednesday, April 9, 1834, the following motion submitted by 
Mr. Benton, was considered: 

Resolved, That a committee he appointed on the part of the 
Senate, jointly with such committee as may be appointed on 
the part of the House of Representatives, to consider and report 
to the Senate and to the House respectively, what alterations, if 
any, are neccessary to be made: 

1. In the value of the gold coined at the mint of the United 
States, so as to check the ex portation of that coin and to restore 
it to circulation in the United States, 

‘2. In the laws relative to foreign coins, so as to restore the 
gold and silver coin of foreign nations to their former circnla- 
tion within the United States. 
joint resolution of 1816 (fer the better coleetion of 

es;) so as to exclude all bank notes under twenty 
dollars from revenne payments after a given peri d, and to 
make the revenue system of the United States instrumental in 
the gradual suppression of the small note circulation, and the 
introduction of gold and silver for the common currency of 
the country.” On motion of Mr. King of Alabama, Ordered, 
Thart the said resolution be laid on the table. 


Mr. B. also read from the journal of the same 
session a resolution submitted by him, as follows: 
“That the President of the United States be request- 
ed to cause inquiries to be made of the deposite 
banks, and of other banks of good credit, to ascer- 
tain when any of said banks, in consideration of 
being made or continued depositories of the public 
money, will agree to enter into arrangements to dis- 
continue the nse and circulation of all paper cur- 
rency of less denomination than twenty dollars; 
and, also, to promote the circulation of gold, by 
paying all the cnrrency issued by it in gold and sij- 
ver, the proportion of each at present according to 
the best ability of the bank; and eventually one- 
half of each, the demander to have the option of 
one half of either metal, and the bank the other 


half.” Laid on the table on the motien of Mr. 
Mangum. 


He also read from the journal of the session of 
1835-6, a set of instructions for amending the 
charters for the banks in the District of Columbia, 
of which the fourth instruction was this: ‘The 
banks to issue no notes of Jess denomination than 
twenty dollars; and all notes below that denomina- 
tion issued by other banks, to be prohibited from 
circulation within the District? which was re- 
jected by the Senate—10 yeas, 28 nays. He also 
referred to the twenty dollar limit on payments 
from the Government, which he moved at the last 
session, aud which, in a modified form, was 
adopted; and he referred to a bill which he had 
introduced at the last session of Congress, “to re 
establish the currency of the Constitution. Jor the 
Federal Government;” and alluded to his constant 
efforts to limit, restrain, and cireumscribe the circle 
of paper circulation, and to extend and increase 
that of the gold and silver circulation. 

Mr. B. said there were many other motions on 
the journals to the same effect; but he would not 
consume lime mreadiag them. Much less would he 
read from his speeches, running through a period of 
five years, and dwelling so much on this particular 
point. Tle would ouly refer to one of these 
speeches, the one on the District banks of the last 
Session, in which the reasons for suppressing the 
small note currency were largely gone into. He 
would read a paragraph only, to show the heads of 
the argument which he then used: 


EEE 
“Mr. B. said that the proposed limit of twenty dollars for the 
minimum size of bank notes, was not an arbitrary assumption, 
ora fanciful designation, but wasa limit ascertained by experi- 
ence, and proven by results, to be the lowest that would suffice 
to accomplish the ends intepded. These ends are, 1 To re-eg- 
‘tablish the gold currency; 2. To make gold.and silver the com. 
mon currency for all the small dealings of the country; 3. To 


extend and enlarge the specie basis of the paper circu lation; 4, 
To save the laboring and smal} dealing part of the community 
from the effects of contractions and expansions from bank is- 
sues; 5. To save them from the impositions of counterfeiters, 
from losses when banks fail, and from bearing the whole bur. 
den of the wear and tear of smal} notes; 6. To save hard money 
enough in the country to make it sefe to have such paper cur. 
rency as commerce and large dealings may require. These are 
the objects ta be accomplished, and less than twenty dollars will 
have no adequate effect; far better would be the limit of $109, ag 
it is nearly in France, and where that limit ensuresa circulation 
of nine-tenths gold and silver, and one-tenth paper; namely, 
upwards of fyc hundred millions of dollars ofene, and fity mib 
lions of the other,” 


From this brief, but authentic history of the 
movements in this chamber against the small note 
currency, Mr. B. said it would be seen how falla- 
cious was the claim set up by Mr. Biddle, in his 
panic letter of November last, to the honor of com- 
mencing these movements. So far from it, it was 
now established that it was the conduct of the 
Bank of the United States, in deluging the country 
witha small note currency, and eviscerating the 
States of their specie, and exporting it to Europe, 
that caused him to move first upon the subject; and 
that that movement, after being apparently acqui- 
esced in by the bank, to aid in getting the renewed 
charter, was defeated and made ridiculous by being 
diluted into a reserved authority to do afterwards 
what the bank would not permit to be done then. 
Mr. B. averred that it was the conduct of the 
Bank of the United States in inundating the States 
with small trash, in the shape of branch drafts, 
that first put him upon the idea of suppressing 
small notes. It showed him the evils of that circi 
lation, and subsequent inquiries proved its extent, 
Subsequent inquiries showed that the B. U. S. had 
abducted about forty-two millions of specie from the 
States, and exported it to foreign countries, leaving 
in the whole Union, at the time of the application 
for the recharter, in 1832, no more than twenty, or 
twenty-two millions of specie. This was her con- 
duct; and what has been the conduct of President 
Jackson’s adminsctzaiion? It has been to increase 
that twenty milions, ia ebout four years, (0 about 
eighty millions; and to do this against the constant 
and strenuous opposition of the B. U. S. and al its 
friends. After this, what a power of face it re- 
quires in the president of the B. U. S. to claim for 
that institution, and its friends, the honor of fighting 
down small notes, and fighting up gold and silver? 
Bat why go back to past events? The present are 
sufficient. Did not that bank obtain from Penn- 
sylvania a charter to issue notes below twenty dol- 
lars, namely: notes of ten dollars? And does she 
not daily and openly violate even this limitation by 
issuing notes and drafts of five dollars? 


Mr. B. had felt himself forced into this episode 
upon the suppression of the small note currency, Ii 
was the first time that he had. troubled the Senate 
with a detail personal to himself, and hoped it 
would be the last. The suppression of small notes, 
though a novelty here, is an old operation . else- 
where. In France, where paper money during the 
Revolution, was reduced to its smallest denomina- 
tions—even to ten sous, he believed—all had been 
suppressed, as far back as the consulship of Bona- 
parte, under five hundred franes. Ta England, 
where one and two pound notes prevailed for above 
twenty years, a general suppression took place 
years ago. About the year 1819 was the commence- 
ment of the great movement in England. It was 
then Mr. Canning cited the letter which Mr. Burke 
had Written to him twenty years before, and from 
his death bed. It was then also he delivered that 
senliment which was among the few which ever 
produced, in the British House of Commons, an 
expression of applause in the galleries; an applause 
which was elicited, not by the theatrical exhibition 
of the orator, but by the sentimentof the statesman 
—and which was followed by a national effect ail 
over the British empire. Tt was that sentiment in 
which Mr. Canning hoped that the day was at hand 

“when every laborer, returning from his work at the 
end of the week, would fee! the weight, and hear 
the jingle, of his wages in his breeches pocket! and 
it was this sentiment, taken up by the body of the 
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_ people, and acted upon by them, which led to the 
. immediate suppression of the one and tow pound 
notes in several parts of England, and to their even- 
` tual suppression all over the empire. x 
Mr. B. wished to point out to the Serate the 
great similitude which existed between the present 
state of things in our country, and that which 
existed about twenty years ago. There was in- 
‘struction to be derived from the retrospect, and he 
would nse the highest authsrity for the fidelity of 
_ the picture which he proposed torecall. He would 
have recourse to the highest official papers—the 
messages of Presidents to Congress—and would 
read the parts which were applicable to his pur- 
pose. He read: 


Extract from President Madisons annual message at the 
meeting of Congress, the first Monday of December, 
1816. 

“Jt has been estimated that, during the year 1816, the actual 
receipts of revenue at the Treasury, including the balance at 
the commencement of the year, and excluding the proceeds of 
loans and Treasury notes, will amount to about the sum of 
$47,000,000; that during the same year, the actual payments at 
the Treasury, including the payment of the arrearages of the 
War Department, as well as the payment of a considerable 
excess, beyond the annual appropriations, will amount to about 
the sum of $38,000,000; and that, consequently, at the close of 
the year, there will be a surplus in the Treasury of about 
$9,000,000.” N 
Extract from President Monroe's annual message, the first 

Monday of. December, 1817. 

“ A considerable and rapid augmentation in the value of all 

‘the public lands, proceeding from these and other obvious 

- causes, may, henceforward, be expected. * * * * The pub- 

- Jic lands-are a publicsteck, which ought to be disposed of to the 
best advantage for the nation. The nation should, therefore, de- 
rive the profit from the continual rise in their value.” 

Extract from President Monroes annual message, the third 

Monday of November, 1818. 

“The sale of the public lands during the year has also greatly 

exceeded, both in quantity and price, that of any former year; 
- and there is just reason to expect a progressive improvement in 
that source of revenne.” 


This is the picture for 1816-17-18 ; anda glow- 
ing one itis. The Treasury full and overflowing; 
forty-seven millions of revenue in one year ; thirty- 
eight millions paid out; nine millions of surplus on 
hand; public lands selling with unprecedented ra- 
Pidity : the sales for 1818 being seventeen millions 
of dollars; which, in proportion to the population, 
were larger Sales than those of the last year, when 
twenty-five millions were received. At the end of 
‘the year 1818, this gorgeous picture of prosperity 
still augmenting, and the President so elated with 
the prospect of income from the lands, that he ad- 
vises their price to be raised from two dollars per 
acre, which was then the minimum, to asum not 
stated in his message, but understood to be five dol- 
lars ; and concludes with expressing his opinion 
that there was just reason for expecting a progres- 
sive improvement in the sales of these lands! Now, 
said Mr. B. let us resume our readings, and see 
what manner of picture is presented by the same 
President in the ensuing messages. He read: 


Extract: from: President Monroe's annual message at the 
meeting of Congress, Dec. 1919. 
“Although the pecuniary embarrassments which affected 
various parts of the Union, during the latier part of the pre- 
ceding year, have, during the present, been considerably aug- 
. mented, and still continues to exist, the receipts into the Tre- 
aury to the 30th of September last have amounted to $19,090,000. 
s s * The causes which have tended to diminish the 
public receipts, could not fail to have a corresponding ef- 
feet upon the revenue which has accrued upon imposts and 
tonnage during the first three quarters of the present year. 
i z " _. The great reduction in the price of the princi- 
_pal articles of domestic growth, which has occurred during the 
present year, and the consequent fall in the price of “labor, 
apparently so favorable to the success of domestic manufac. 
tures, have not shielded them against other causes adverse to 
their prosperity. The pecuniary embarrassments which have 
uo deeply affected the commercial interests of the nation, have 
„ been no less adverse to our manufacturing ‘establishments in 
. several sections of the Union.. The great reduction o1 the cur- 
rency, which the banks have been constrained to make in 
order to continue specie payments, and the vitiated character of 
it where such reductions have not been attempted, instead of 
.placing. within the reach of these establishments the pecuniary 
aid necessary to avail themselves of the advantages resuli- 
ing from the reduction in the prices of the raw materials and 
Jabor, have compelled the banks to withdraw from them a 
portion of the capital heretofore advanced to them. That aid 
which has. been refused by the banks has not been obtained 
from other sources, owing to the loss of individual confidence 
from the frequent failures which have recently occurred in 
some of our principal commercial cities.” 


- And recommends encouragement to manufac- 
tures. 
‘Extract from President Monroe's annual message at the 
meeting of Congress, December, 1820. 


“The receipts into the Treasury:from every source (inclua- 
“a-loain of three millions) to the 30th of September last, amount 
to $16,794,107;"whilst the public expenditures to the same pe- 
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riod amount te $16,571,534. "The sum of three millions, au- 
thorized to be raised by loan, by act. of the last session of Con- 
gress, has been obtained on terms advantageous to the Govern- 
ment. It is proper to add, that there is now due to the Trea- 
sury, for the sale of the public lands, $22,996,545. In bringing 
this subject to view, I consider it my duty to submit to Con- 
gress, whether it may not be advisable to extend to the purcha- 
sers of these lands, in consideration of the unfavorable change 
which has occurred since the sales, a reasonable indulgence. 
Itis known that the purchases were made when the price of 
every article had risen to its greatest. height, and that the jn- 
stalments are becoming due at a period of great depression. 
It is presumed thatsome plan may be devised, by the wisdom 
of Congress, compatible with the public interest, which would 
afford great relief to these purchasers.” 

It 


Whata change of language, said Mr. B. 
locks like enchantment! and all to take place be 
tween the meeting of one session of Congress, and 
the meeting of the next. What a change! No 
more forty-seven millions of income; no more sur- 
pluses; no more 17 millions from public lands; no 
more propositions to raise their price; no more of 
all this glowing picture! But the income from ċus- 
toms fallen down to 13 millions; the income from 
lands ‘to less than one million; a loan of three mil- 
lions authorized to carry on the Government; all the 


public expenditures cut down to the lowest point; ! 


universal distress; banks failing; currency deranged; 
prices depressed; manufactures sinking, and calling 
for a new tariff} relief to them recommended; the 
purchasers of the publie lands twenty-three mil- 
lions in debt to the Government, unable to pay, 
ealling for relief, and relief recommended, 
and granted; the twenty-three millions of debt 
for lands either released, or payment deferred on ex- 
tended credit; and the minimum price, instead of 
being raised to five dollars per acre, reduced to one 
dolar twenty-five cents. Such was the change of 
picture which it was the fate of the same President 
to present in the short interval which elapsed be- 
tween two sessions of Congress! and what is the 
instruction which we should derive from it? Cer- 
tainly, that similar effects follow similar causes; 
and that the past should be a lesson and a warning 
for the future. We are now in the circumstances 
of 1816, °17, 718; overflowing Treasury, large sur- 
pluses, great sales of the public lands; the price of 
every thing high. And what made that state of 
things? Bank issues; bank expansions; bank loans; 
bank facilities! And what made the cruel reverse 
which took place in 1818—19? Contraction ofbank is- 
sues; contraction ofexpansions; curtailment of loans, 
withdrawal of facilities; and the explosion of-in- 
numerable banks! ‘The paper system,—the paper 
system,—was the real and sole cause of the illusive 
and deceptive prosperity which, for a while, smiled 
treacherously upon the country, and was so sud- 
denly followed by a sad and real distress. And 
are we not at this moment, and from the same 
cause, realizing the first part, the deceptive, the il- 
lusive, the treacherous part—of this picture? and 
must not the other part, the sad and real sequel, in- 
evitably follow? Mr. B. said it must follow, and 
went over several reasons to show it to be more 
certain now than in 1818-19. In the first place, 
there were three times more banks now than then, 
and increasing much faster now than they 
did then, and dealing in millions now for 
hundreds of thousands then. In the next place, 
there is now a great political party, confederated 
with a powerful moneyed institution, to produce 
Jerangements of the enrrency, and pecuniary dis- 
tress in the country, and to lay it upon the Govern- 
ment, whenno such party existed in 1816-17-18. 
In the third place, the business of banking is now 
carried on in a more complex and critical form than 
formerly, by institutions using each others notes as 
cash; issuing notes at one place payable at another, 
and a distant place, and entering into temporary 
and voluntary arrangements for keeping up the 
credit and circulation of their notes at places where 
payments of them are not exigible by law. These 
are points in which the present trade of banking is 
more dangerously exposed, and more critically 
situated, than it was twenty years ago. On the 
other hand, there are some safeguards now which 
did not exist then; jirst, the great amount of specie, 
now near eighty millions of dollars, which the wis- 
dom of President Jackson’s administration has ac- 
cumulated in the country; secondly, the avoidance, 
thus far, of the error of former administrations in 
using local paper for a national currency; thirdly, 
the Treasury order of July 11th, 1836, which saved 


the western banks last fall, and which it is the ob- 
ject of this bill to rescind and supersede. Two 


of these safeguards are in danger of- being. 


removed by law—the second and. the - third 
of them. The first will remove itself when- 
ever the premium on foreign . exchange rises 
to 102, (at which point it is profitable te export 
specie,) and that premium is now at` near 10, and 
rising! and# it will remove ‘itself. whenever. the 
Federal Government, relapsing into the fatal error 
of receiving and paying out paper money, shall 
cease to create a home demand for the employment 
of gold and silver. The day of revulsion, said 
Mr. B. may come sooner or later, and: its effects 
may be more or less disastrous, but come it must, 
and disastrous t8 some degree it must be. ‘The 
present bloat in the paper system cannot continue; 
the present depreciation of money, exemplified in 
the high price of every thing dependent upon the 
home market, cannot last. The revulsion will come, 
as surely as it did in 1819-—20. But it will 
come with force if the Treasury order is main- 
tained, and if paper money shall be exclud- 
ed from the Federal Treasury. But, let these things 
go as they may, and let reckless or mischievous 
banks do what they please, there is still a refuge 
for the wise and good; there is still an ark of safety 
for every honest bank, and for every prudent man; 
itisin the mass of gold and silver now in ‘the 
country—the seventy odd millions which the wis. 
dom of President Jackson’s administration’ has ac- 
cumulated—and by getting their share of which, 
all who areso disposed can take care of them- 
selves, 

Sir, (said Mr. B.) I have performed a duty to 
myself, not pleasant, but necessary. This bill is to 


; bean era in our legislation, and in our political his- 


tory. It is to be a point upon which the future age 
will be thrown back, and from which future conse- 
quences will be traced. I separate myself from. it; 
I wash my hands of it; I oppose it. Iam one of 
those who promised gold, not paper: I promised the 


currency of the Constitution, not the currency of - 


corporations: I did not join in putting down the 
Bank of the United States, to put up a wilderness 
of local banks: I did not join in putting down the 
paper currency of a national bank, to put up a Ra- 
tional paper currency of a thousand local banks: 1 
did not strike Cæsar to make Anthony master of 
Rome. 


APPENDIX. 
No. l—Estract from Debates in Congress. 


Extract from Mr. Webster’s Speech in 1832, on presenting the 
Bill for the recharter of the United States Bank. 


But, Mr. President, so important is this.object, that I think 
that, farfrom diminishing, we ought rather to increase and mul- 
tiply our securities; and I am not prepared to say that, even 
with the conunuance of the bank charter, and under its wisest 
administration, I regard the state of our currency as entirely 
safe. Iis evident to me that the general paper circulation has 


. been extended too far for the specie basis on which it rests. 


Our system, as a system, dispenses too far, in my judgment, 
with the use of goid and silver. Having learned the use of pa- 
per as a substitute, we use that substitute, I fear, too freely, It 
js true that our circulating paper is all redeemable in gold or 
silver. Legaliy speaking, it is all convertible into specie at ‘the 
willof the holder. But a mere legal convertibility Is not suffi- 
cient. There must be an actual, practical, never-ceasing con- 
veriibility. This, I think, is not, at present, sufficiently secur- 
ed; and it is a matter that well deserves the serious considera- 
tion of the Senate. ‘The paper circulation of the country is, at 
this time, probably 75 or 80,000,000 of dollars. Of specie we 
may have 20 or 22,000,000, and this, principally, in masses in 
the vaults of the banks. A circulation, consisting in so great a 
degree of paper, is easily expended, to furnish temporary capi- 
tal to such as wish to adventure on new enterprises in trade; 
and the collection in the banks of most of what specie there ig 
in the country, affords al] possible facility for its exportation. 
Hence, overtrading does frequently occur, and is always follow- 
ed by an inconvenient, sometimes by a dangerous, reduction of 
specie. {tiz vain that we look to the prudence of banks: for 
an effectual security against overtrading. The directors ofsuch 
institutions will generally go the length of their means in cash- 
ing good nores, and leave the borrower to judge for himself of 
e useful employment ofbis money. ` Nor would a competent 
security exis: against overtrading if the banks were to confine 
their discounts strictly to business paper, so denominated; that 
is, to notes and bills which represent real transactions, having 
been given and received. on the actual purchase and sale of mer- 
chandise, because these-transactions themselves may be too far 
exended. Men naturally have a good opinion of their. own sa- 

nery, He who believes merchandise is about to rise in price 
Will purchase merchandise if he has money or ean obtain credit. 
The fact of actual purchase, theréfore, is not a proof of feally 
subsisting want; and of conre the amount of all purchases does 
not correspond always with the entire wants of the community. 
Too frequently it very much exceeds that measure. If ‘Shen, 
the discretion of the, banks, exercised in deciding the- amount 
of their discounts, is not a proper security. against over. 
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trading; if facility in obtaining bank credits naturally fos- 
ters that spirit; if the desire of gain and love. of enterprise 
constantly cherish it; and if it finds specie collected in the 
` banks inciting exportation, what is the remedy. suited and 
adequate to the case? Now L think, sir, that a closer inquiry 
into the direct source of the evil will suggest a remedy. 1 
have we so smal! an amount of specie in circulation? Certain- 
_ ly the reason is, we do not require more. We have but 10 ask 
its presence, and it would return. But we voluntarily banish 
it, by the great amount of small. bank notes. In- most of the 


: . States, the banks issue netes of all low. denominations, down 


even toasingle dollar. Wow isit possible, under such circum: 
stances, to retain specie in currency? All éxperience shows it 
tobe impossible. The paper will take the place of the gold and 
siiver. en Mr. Pitt, the year 1797, proposed in parlia- 
ment to authorize the Bank of England to issue’ one pound 
: notes, Mr. Burke lay sick at Bath, of an illness from which 
“We never recovered; and he is said te have written to. the late 
. “Mr, Canning, “Téll Mr. Pitt, if he consents to the issuing of one 
pound notes, he must never expect to see a guinea again.” 


The one pound notes were issued, and the guineas disappear- 
.ed, Asimilar cause is now producing. a precisely similar ef- 
fect with us. | Small notes have expelled dollars and -half dol- 
rs from circulation in all the. States in which such notes are 
“issued. ' On the other hand, dollars and half dollars abound in 
those States which have adopted a wiser policy, Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, Louisiana, and some others, I think 
seven mall, do notallow their banks to issue notes under five dol- 
lars, Every. traveller notices the difference, when he passes from 
one of theSe States into one where small notes are allowed. The 
evil, then, isthe issuing of small notes by State banks. Of 
these notes, that is to say notes under five dollars, the amount 
now in circulation, is eight or ten millions of dollars. Can 
these notes be withdrawn? . If they can, their place will beim- 
mediately supplied by a specie circulation of equal amount. 
The objectis a great one, asit is connected with the safety and 
stability of the currency, and may well justify a serious reflec- 
tion on the means of accomplishingit. May not Congress and 
the State Governments, acting, not unitedly, but severaliy to 
the same end, easily and quietly attain it? i think they may. 
It is but for other States to follow the good example of those 
‘which I have mentioned, and the work is done. Asan induce- 
ment to the’ States to do this, I propose, in the present Dill, to 
reserve to Congress a power of withdrawing: from circulation a 
. Pretty large part of the issues of the United States Bank. I pro- 
pose fthis, so that the State banks may withdraw their small 
notes, and find their compensation, in a larger circulation of a 
higher denomination. My_ proposition will be, that, at any 
time -after the expiration of the existing charter of the bank, 
that is, after 1836, Congress my, if it see fit, restrain the bank 
fronvissuing for circulation notes or bills under a certain sum— 
gay ten or twenty dollars. This will diminish the circulation, 
-and Consequently the profits of the bank; but it is of less im- 
portance to make a bank a highly profitable institution to 
stockholders, than that it should be safe and:useful to the com- 
munity. It ought not, certainly, to he restrained from the en- 
joyment ofall the fair advantages to be derived from the discreet 
use of its capital, in banking transactions; but the Icading ob- 
ject, after all, in ite continuance, is, and ought to be, not pri- 
vate emolument, but public benefit. 

It may perhaps strike some gentleman that the circulation 
of amall notes might be effectually apes ea by refusing to 
receive all such small notes, but all notes of such banks as is- 
sued them, at the custom-houses, land offices, post offices, and 
other places of public receipt, and by causing thom to be refused, 
also, either in payment or deposite at the Bank of the United 
States. . 

But thé effect. of such refusal may be doubtful. It would 


certainty in some degree discredit such notes, but probably it. 


would not drive them out of circulation altogether, and jf it 
dig not do this. it might increase their circulation, If in some 
, degree they become diséredited, they would become cheaper 
than: other, notes, and experience proves that of two things 


which may.be current the cheaper will always expel the other. - 


Thus silver, because it is proportionally cheaper with us than 
gold, has driven the gold out of the country. Thus as we can 

ay our debts cheaper in silver than in gold, we use nothing 
but silver, and the gold goes where it is more highly valued. 
The same thing always happens between two sorts of paper 
which are found at the same time in circulation. That which 
is cheapest, or of less value than the other, always drives its 
more respectable associate out of its company. 


NO. 2. 


Extract from Mr. Benton’s Speech of last session, on the re- 
charter of the District Banks. 


A fourth improvement which Mr. B, had proposed, was to 
limit the notes issued by the banks to the minimum size of 
ag dollars, and to exclude all notes under that minimum, 
issued. by other banks, from circulation within the District. 
He confessed that he felt an extreme degree of mortification in 
making a nfotion in the Congress of the United States to limit 
the size of bank notes, when this Congress was sitting here, 
and held its existence by virtue of a Constitution which recog- 
nised nothing for currency but gold and silver; but he feared he 
‘might be subjectto.a still greater mortification in witnessing 
the failureof his motion, and the triumph of the paper system 
over thie small attempt to check one of its greatest abuses. The 
limit of twenty dollars was the lowest that could be taken to ac- 
complish the great objects. in view; and that limit was not as- 
sumed arbitratily, but from a careful observation of the effect 
of different limits, in different countries, upon the nature and 
amount of the circulating medium. 

The great evils ofa small paper currency are, 1, To banish 


gold and silver; 2. To encourage counterfeiting; 3. To destroy -. 


the standard of values; 4. To throw the burdens: and the evile 
of the paper system upon the laboring and smail dealing part of 
the community. 
The instinct of banks to sink their circulation to the lowest 
denomination ofnotes which can be forced upon the community, 
. is a trait in the system universally proved to exist wherever 
banks of circulation have been permitted to givea currency to 
. a country; and the effect of that instinct has always been to 
banish gold and silver. When the Bank of England was 
chartered, in the year 1694, it could issue no note less than 
. £100. sterling, that amount was gradually reduced, by the 
persevering efforts of the’ bank, to £50; then to $20; then to 
£15; then to £10; at last to £5; and, finally, to £2 and £1. 


. dollars; and he called upon the Senate in the sacred name of the 


Those last «denominations were not reached until the year 1797, 
or until one hundred and three years after the institution of the 
bank; and as the several reductions in the size ef the notes, and- 
the consequent increase of paper currency took place, GOLD 
-became more and miore scarce; and with the issue of the one 


„and two pound notes, it totally disappeared from. the country. . 


- This effect was foretold by all political economists, and 
especially by Mr. Burke, then aged and retired from public 
life, who wrote from his retreat to Mr. Canning, to say to Mr. 
Pitt, the prime minister, these prophetic words: “If this bill for 
the one and two pound notes is permitted to pass, we shall ne- 
ver see another guinea in England.” The billdid pass, and 
the prediction was fulfilled; for not another guinca, half 
guinea, or sovereign, was seen in England, for circulation, 
until the bill was repealed two -and twenty years after- 
wards! After remaining nearly a quarier of a” century 
without a gold circulation, England abolished her‘one and two 
pound notes, limited her paper currency to £5 sterling, re- 
quired all Bank of England notes to be paid in gold, and allowed. 
four years forthe act to take effect. Before the four years 
were out, the Bank of England reported to Parliament that it 
was ready te begin gold payments; and commenced accord- 
ingly, and has continued them ever since. The one and two 
pound notes in England correspond with the five and ten dollar 
notes in the United States, and the five pound note is only four 
dollars above our twenty dollars; so that the analogy is perfect, 
and the effect must he similar upon.our fives, tens, and twenties, 
that it was in England from the issue and suppression ofthe one. 
and two pound notes, and the Ji-aitation to £5, with the com- 
pulsory obligation to pay in gold. 

The encouragement of counterfeiting was the next great evil 
which Mr. B. pointed out as belonging to a small note currency; 
and of all the denominations of notes, he said those of one and 
two pounds in Englund, correspondidg with fives and tens in 
the United Statos, were those to which the demoralizing bùsi- 
ness of counterfeiting was chiefly directed! They were the 
chosen game of the forging depredator! and that, for the obvi- 
ous reasons that fives and tens were small enough to pass cur- 
rently among persons not much accquainted with bank paper, 
and large enough to afford some profit to compensate for the 
expense and labor of producing the counterfeit, and the risk of 
passing it! Below fives, the profit is too small for the labor 
and risk. ‘Too many haye to be forged and passed before an 
article of any value.caa be purchased; and the change to be got 
in silver, in passing one for a small article, is too litle. Of 
twenty and upwards, though the profit is greater on passing 
them, yet the danger of detection is also greater, Gn account 
of its larger size, the note is not only more closely scrutinized 
before it is received, and the passer of it better remembered, 
but the circulation ofthem is more confined to business men and 
large dealers, and silver change will not be given for them in 
buying smallarticles. The fives and tens then in the U. S. likethe 
£1 and £2 in England, are the peculiar game of counterfeiters, 
and this is fully proved by the criminal statistics of the forgery 
department in both countries. According to returns made tothe 
British Parliament for twenty-two years~—from 1797 to 1819, the 
period in which the one and two pound notes were allowed to 
circulate—the whole number of prosecutiors for counterfeiting, 
or passing counterfeit notes of the Bank of England, was 998; 
in that number there were 313 capital convictions, 530 inferior 
convictions, and 155 acquittals; and the sum of £249,900, near 
a million and a quarter of dollars, was expended by the bank 
in attending to prosecutions. Of this great number of prosecu- 
tions, the returns show that the mass of them were for offences 
connected with the one and two pound notes. The propor- 
tion may be distinctly seen in the number of, counterteit 
notes of different denominations detected at the Rank of Bng- 
land in a given period of time—from the first of January, 1512, 
to the tenth of April, 1818—being a period of six years 
and-three months out of the twenty-two years that tie one 
and two pound notes continued to circulate. The detections 
were, of ONE pound notes, the number of 107,238; of TWO 
pound notes, 17,787; of FIVE pound notes, 5,820; of TIEN 
pound notes, 419; of TWENTY pound notes, 54. Of all 
above TWENTY pounds, 35.* The proportion of ones and 
twos to the other sizes may be well scen in the tables for 
this brief period; but to have any idea of the mass of 
counterfeiting done upon these small notes, the whole 
period of twenty-two years must be considered, and the 
entire kingdom of Great Britain taken in; for the list on- 
ly includes the number of counterfeits detected at the 
counter of the bank, a place to which the suity never 
carry their forgeries, and to which a portion only of those cireu- 
lating in and about London could be carried. The proportion 
of crime connected with the small notes is. here shown to be 
enormously and frightfully great. The same results are found 
in the United States. Mr. B. had looked over the statistics of 
crime connected with the counterfeiting of bank notes in the 
United States, and found the ratio between the great 
and small notes to be about the same that it was in 
England. He had recourse to the most authentic data—Bick- 
nell’s connterfeit detector—and there found the editions af coun- 
terfeit notes of the local, or State banks, to be EIGHT HUN 
DRED AND EIGHTEEN; of which SEVEN HUNDRED 
AND FIFTY-SIX were of TEN dollars and under; and SIXTY- 
TWO editions only were of TWENTY dollars and upwards. 
Of the Bank of the United States and its branches, he found 
EIGHT Y-TWO editions of fives: SEVENY ONE editions of 
tens; TWENTY-SIX editions of TWENTIES; and TWO cdi- 
tions of FIFTIES; still showing that in the United States, as well 
asin England, on local banks as well that of the United States, 
the course of counterfeiting was still the same; and that the 
whole stress of the crime fel! upon the five and ten dollar notes 
in this country, and their corresponding classes, the one and tw: 
pound notes in England. Mr. B. also exhibited the pages of 
Bicknell’s counterfeit detector, a pamphlet covered over column 
after column with its frightful lists, nearly all under twenty 
morals of the country—in the name of virtue and morality—to 
endeavor to check the fountain of this crime, by stopping the is. 
sue of the description of notes on which it. exericd nearly its 
whole force. $ $ 


` Of £1 notes, 107,238. 
£2 


do 17,787. 
£5 do 5,826. 
£10 do 419. - 


; £20 do - 54. 
All above £2 = do 35 


Mr. B. could not quit the evils of the crime of counterfeitin 
in the United States without remarking that, the difficulty of 
legal detection and punishment was so great, owing to'the dis 
tance at which the counterfeits were circulated from the banks 
purporting to issue them, and the still greater difficulty, in most 
cases impossible, to get witnesses to attend in person in States 


- in which they do not reside, the counterfeiters all choosing to 


practise their crime and circulate their forgeries jn States which 
do not contain the banks whose paper they are imitating. So 
difficult. is it to. obtain the attendance of witnesses in other 
States, that the crime of counterfeiting is almost practised with 
impunity. The notes under $20 feed and supply this crime; 
let them be stopped, and ninety-nine hundredths of this crime 
will stop with them. $ 


A third objection which Mr. B, urged against the notes un. 
der twenty dollars was, that nearly the whole evils of that part 
of the paper system fell upon the laboring and small dealing 
part of the community. Nearly all the counterfeits lodged in 
their hands, or were shaved cut of their hands? When a bank 
failed, the mass ofits circulation being in small notes, sunk upon 
their hands. The gain to the banks from the wear and tear of small 
notes, came out of them; the loss from the same cause falling 
upon them. The 10or.12 per cent, annual profit for furnishing 
a currency in place of gold and silver, (for which no interest 
would be paid to the mint or the Government) chiefly falls upca 
them; for the paper currency is chiefly under twénty dollars. 
These evils they almost exclusively bear, while they have, over 
and above all these, their full proportion of all the evils result- 
ing from the expansions and contractions which are incessantly 
going on, toialiy destroying the standard of value; periodically 
convulsing the country, and in every cycle of five or six years 
making a lottery of all property, ia which all the’ prizes are 
drawn by the bank managers aiid their friends. Ro 

In proposing the limitation of twenty dollars to these District 
banka, Mr. B. of course coupled with it the concomitant pro- 
vision for the exclusion of all notes under the same limit issued 
without the District. This wasa precaution as just and natu- 
ra) asit waseasy. A prohibitory law, with a liability in every 
passer to pay the amount of the notes, with costs and damages, 
in specie, and especially in gold, with summary process before 
a justice of the peace. for the recovery, would effectually expel 
the interdicted and pestiferous paper. 


Mr. B. said that the proposed limit.of twenty dollars for the 
minimum size of bank notes was ngt an arbitrary assumption 
ova fanciful designation; but wasa limit ascertained by ex- 
perience, and proven by. results, to be the lowest that would 
suffice to accomplish the ends intended. These ends are; 1. 
To re-establish the gold currency; 2: To make gold and silver 
the common currency forall the small dealings of the country; 
3. To extendand enlarge the specie basis of the paper circula- 
tion; 4. 'To save the laboring and small dealing part of the com: 
munity from the effects of contractions and expansions from 
bank issues; 5. To save them from the impositions of counter- 
feiters, from Josses when banks fail, and from bearing the whole 
burthen of the wear and tear of small notes; 6. To save hard 
money enoùgh in the country to make it safe to have such pa- 
per currency as commerce and large dealings may require. 
These are the objects to be accomplished, and less than twenty 
dollars will have no adequate effect; far better would be the 
limit-of $100,-as it is nearly in France, and where that limit 
ensures a Circulation of nine-tenths gold and silver, and one- 
tenth paper; namely, upwards of five hundred millions of dol- 
lars of one, and fifty millions of the other. Wise would it be 
in any single State to adopt this limit, and to exclude all notes 
under that amount from circulation within its borders; that 
State would become the richest and the happiest in the Union. 
It would be, in its moneyed concerns, to the rest of the Union, 
what France is to the xest of Europe, ‘the absorbent of their 
precious meials, the perennial fountain of golden supply to its 
citizens, and the land of resi from the panics and pressures, 
the ebbs and flows, the feasis and famines, the dearths and 
deluges, the expansions, contraciions and revuistons, and 
all the crimes and misfortunes of the paper system. 


Butto proceed with the twenty dollar limit. While England 
had notes as low as one and two pounds, which we may call 
five and ten dollars, the specie basis contracted’ and diminished 
until silver could only be got for small change, and gold fled en- 
tirely from the country. ‘The mint was for ever coining; but 
the guincas and sovereigns went straight te France; and jt was 
testified by Mr. Alexander Baring, before a committee of the 
House of Commons, that the gold coinage of the British mint, 
during this period, was regularly recoined in France, often 
witheut seeing the light in England; being packed in boxes and 
shipped as it issued fromthe mint, delivered in Paris before it 
was a week old, andswallowed up in the ocean of French cur- 
rency by ‘passing through the French mint and assuming the 
stamp and arms of France. The suppression of the one and 
two pound notes in 1819, and the £5 Hmit, with the COMPUL- 
SORY obligation on the Bank of England to pay ALL its notes 
in GOLD, restored the gold currency in that country, and*so 
extended and enlarged the specie basis, asto make her currency 
-half and half—half specie and half paper—the specie two-thirds 
gold, end one third silver, and the paper all of £5, about $24 
and upwards. ‘This has made a paper currency safe in Eng- 
Jang, for it is dollar for dollar; it has given to the laboring 
and small dealing classes a hard money currency, and it has 
taken from the counterfeiters their chief and favorite classes of 
notes for imitation. Mr, B. took the great ground,.that where’a. 
paper currency was tolerated at all, the safety and welfare of 
the community required the specie proportion to be ONE- 
HALF; that it required a £5 limit, and gold payments, to effect 
that object in England; that a limit of twenty dollars would 
NOT effect it in the United States, and he was only restrained 
fiom proposing the French limit from the impossibility of con- 
tending successfully with the bank power at present, now omni- 
potent in the country, engrossing the time and governing the le- 


gislation, in whatever related to their own interests, Atwenty ` 


dollar Jimit would not give a substratum of half specie, even if 
our banks were compelled to pay all gold; but there is no com- 
pulsion on them to pay any part; and the efforts to bring: them 
to halt payments in gold would be long and bitterly resisted. 
Gold is the enemy of paper; it keeps it down when the holder of 
the paper hasa right to demand gold; and thus a paper currency 
founded upon gold, as itis in England, will always be kept 
more within bounds than a paper currency founded upen sìl- 
ver. Silver is too cumbrous to hold paper in check. A person 
would not wish to change even a twenty dollar note into. silver 
to carry in his pocket but would gladly change it into gold; and 
g° of fifty and hundred dollar notes.” . as 
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Admission of Michigan into the Union—Mr. Buchanan. 


‘Senate. 


ADMISSION OF MICHIGAN. 
REMARKS OF MR. BUCHANAN, 


Or PENNSYLVANIA, 
In Senate, January 5th, 1837—In reply to 
) MR. CALHOUN. 
` Mr. BUCHANAN regretted that he felt con- 
strained again to detain the Senate with a few ob- 


servations in reply to what had fallen from the.Se-. 


nator from South Carolina, (Mr. Carnoux.) He 
had laid it down as a rule for himself, when he en- 
tered this body, never to obtrude himself upon its 


notice, unless when placed under the necessity of ` 


duty. Such was now-his condition; and he rose 
merely for the purpose of putting himself right in 
regard to some portions of that Senator’s remarks. 

‘These remarks had been made in that gentleman’s 
very best manner: they were specimens which pro- 
ceeded from a master’s hand. He(Mr. B.) could 
scarcely cherish the hopeof obtaining, for what he 
had to offer in reply, the profound attention which 
the Senator had commanded. He would ask that 
gentleman, however, to hear him ina candid spirit, 
and to correct him, in case he had misapprehended 
any of his arguments. 

The Senator had undertaken, as he often did, to 
become a prophet; and, as a reason for it, had ob- 
served that it was more the habit of hismind to look 
to the future, than to give minute attention cither to 
the past or the present. The Senator had afforded at 
least one evidence of the authenticity. of his inspi- 
ration, in his resemblance, in one particular, to the 
ancient prophets of Israel. Like them, he almost 
always foreboded ill and threatened calamities. Mr. 
B. trusted that the ominous predictions of the gen- 
tleman would never be fulfilled; and sure he was 
that no one would more rejoice, should: they prove 
false, than he who had uttered them. 

v The Senator had set out with an argument, the 
aim of which was to convict the majority of the 
Senate of gross inconsistency; but Mr. B. must 
confess that he had been unable, from some cause, 
perhaps the obtuseness of his own intellect, to per- 
ceive its force. He had represented himself (Mr. 
B.) as having contended that Michigan was not a 


State; even after Congress had recognised her State , 


Constitution. This assumption was the basis of 
` the gentleman’s entire argument. Now, Mr. B. 
had never’ taken any such ground. Directly the 
reverse. In his former remarks, he had, through- 
out, treated Michigan as a State, although not one 
of the confederate States of this Union. She had 
adopted every measure necessary to become such, 
with a single exception. Her Constitution and all 
her proceedings had received the sanction of Con- 
gress; and her actual admission as a State into this 
Union was. only suspended until she should give 
her consent to the change which we had proposed. 
in her boundaries. She was then a State; but not 


a confederate State. This is the true distinction. - 


The General Government was in treaty with heras 
a State, not as a Territory, concerning the terms of 
her actual admission into.this great National Con- 
federacy. This plain ‘statement of the case itself 
affords an answer to almost every argument which 
has been urged by the Senator. 

Even if he (Mr. B.) were disposed to admit the 
irregularity of. the convention held at Ann Arbor, 
which he was not, still, upon the Senator’s avowed 
principles, he might vote for this bill to admit Mi- 
chigan into the Union; provided he believes that 
the assent of a majority of her people has been 
fairly given to the terms which had been proposed 
by Congress. Upon these very principles, he 
might waive this irregularity, and act as though all 
her proceedings had been strictly according to the 
most approved forms. He admits that, although 
he believes the movement of the people of Michi- 

. gan, in forming a State Constitution for themselves 
without the previous authority of Congress, was 
revolutionary in its nature, yet we might, if we 
thought proper, waive -this irregularity, and recog- 
nise the validity of their proceedings. Was not 
the same rule which applies to the one case equally 
applicable to the other? If we may waive snch 
irregularities in forming a Constitution, why shall 
we not waive similar irregularities in changing the 

: boundaries fixed by that Constitution?. The two 
cases are precisely parallel, 


= 


“The Senator had contended that the proceedings 
previous to the assembly of the convention which 
formed the Constitution of Michigan were irregu- 
lar, and to this proposition Mr. B. in part, assent- 
ed. He thought it would have been better had a 


previous law been enacted by Congress, authoriz- ` 


ing the formation of a Constitution by the people 
of the Territory. But, year after. year, these peo- 
ple had been knocking at our doors, urging their 
prayers and their complaints; butbeth these prayers 
and these complaints had been disregarded. Finding 
that Congress would pass no such law, they had at 
length taken the matter into their own hands,as Ten- 
nessce had done before. We possessed the undoubted 
power of waiving this irregularity, and we had 
waived it, by the act of the last session, approving 
of their. Constitution. We ought now to do the 


“same in regard to the last convention; especially as 


it appears that the whole body of the people have 
assented to their proceedings; not one word of re- 
monstrance or complaint haying reached the Se- 
nate from any quarter. He would put it to the 
Senator whether,. after all that had passed, he 
would now be willing to force these people to com- 
mence again, to annul all that had been done, and 
to compel them to form a new Constitution. But, 


, as Mr. B. did not believe that the proceedings of 


the last convention were either revolutionary or ir- 
regular, he should not rest the case on this ground 
alone, though ii wouid be amply sufficient. 

He agreed with the Senator as to the fact that 
Michigan was now a State, though not a confede- 
rate State; but there had been another preposition 


_ advanced by him, to which he never could yield 


his assent. The Senator had contended thata 
Territory, after it had adopted’ a Constitution in 
pursuance of an authority granted by Congress for 
that purpose, would rise up at once into the rank 
of a sovereign and indcpendent State, no longer 
subject to the control of this Government. What, 
sir? Would the Territory of Wiséensin, for ex- 
ainple, if Congress had authorized her to form a 
Constitution, and she had adopted one of a republi- 
can charreter, from that moment become a sove- 
reign and independent State? Could she then re- 
fuse to enter the Union? Could she dispose of our 
public lands within her limits? Could she coin 
money, and perform every other act pertaining to 
an independent sovereignty? Did gentlemen in- 
tend to push their doctrine of State rights to such 
an extreme, and thus ehable every Territory to rise 
up into a foreign State, and put Congress and the 
Union at defiance? If this doctrine be not revolu- 
tionary with a vengeance, he did not know what 
could be so cailed. No, sir. Our Territories be- 
long to us. They are integral parts of the nation. 
We authorize their people to erect themselves into 
States, subject to our approbation; but, until they 
actually enter the Union, they continue in a subor- 
dinate condition, and are subject to our control. 

The Senator contends that these Territories can- 
not enter the Union without having previously be- 
come States, because as Slates they must be ad- 
mitted. Sub mogo, this may be true. But what- 
ever they may be called, they do not become con- 
federate States until the very instant they are re- 
ceived into the Union, by virtue of an act of Con- 
gress. H this be not the case, then the preliminary 
proccedings, which we authorize therm to adopt for 
the purpose of becoming States, may be converted 
into the very means of enabling them to shake off 
our authority altogether. 

But what is the proposition which lies at the very 
root of the Senator’s whole argument against the 
bill? I understand it to be, that when any Com- 
monwealth exists under an organic law, and has by 
itcreated a Legislature, without the previous as- 
sent of that Legislature no convention can be right- 
fully held within its limits; and that if such a con- 
vention should be held, the movement would be 
revolutionary, and its edicts, in their very nature, 
would be. unauthorized and tyrannical. 

If this proposition be universally true, then it 
follows, as a necessary consequence, that no matter 
to what extent the regularly organized Government 
of a State or nation may be guilty of tyranny and 
oppression, this very Government must first give 
its assent, before the people can hoid a convention 
for the redress of grievances, or, in a Word, can ex- 


Cynara enmana ene 


eee 


right often exerted. 


ercise the unalienable rights of man. -: The-fate‘of 


the people, itseems, must for ever depend upon the 
will of the very Legislature which oppresses-:them, 
and: their liberties can only be restored when that 
Legislature may. be pleased to grant: thém-petinis- 


sion to assemble in ‘convention... Thad :not-sup- 


* 


posed that any such proposition would ever be se- : 


riously contended for in this chamber. “‘It.is di- 


rectly at war with the Declaration of American In- 
dependence, which declares that “we hold ‘these 
truths to be self-evident-~that all men are created 
equal; that they are endowed by their Creator.with 
certain unalienable rights; that among -thesé are 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. ; That, to 
secure these rights; Governments. are’ instituted 
among men, deriving their just. powers from ‘the 
consent of the governed; that whenever any form af 
Government becomes destructive of these ends, it isthe 
right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to insti- 
tute a new Government, laying its foundation. on, such 


principles, and organizing its: powers in such form; as ` 


to them shall seem most likely to effect thear safety and 
happiness.” ; een 


Mr. Ca.uoun, interposing, said, “Certainly: itis ` 


a revolutionary right.” : a 
Here (resumed Mr. B.) is a right plainly recog- 
nised in this immortal state paper, which we all re- 
gard as the charter of our common ‘liberties. +15 it 
not then manifest that the Senator has taken a posi~ 
tion where he stands in direct and open ‘opposition 
to every principle. of the American. revolution? 
Why, sir, had we not established Governments at 
the moment our conventions were held? Was not 
the character of these Governments,.in the main, 
just and equitable? We went to war for a princi- 
pie, for the just and glorious: principle that there 
shall be no taxation without representation; and in 
suppert of this. principle, the people of “the old thir- 


teen,” without any previous legislative act, didhold ` 


conventions and congresses at their. pleasure. Our 


very right to seats upon this floor rests. upon: what: 


he calls revolutionary principles. 6 ee 
Mr. Catuoun. Certainly: I never: denie 


stitutions rest on that right; they are the fruits.of 
revolution. That was the very . proposition. which 
led to the revolutionary war. J said thata conven- 
tion of the people had power to put up and to throw 
down any and every form of government; but that 
is, per se, a revolution. 


The gentleman (resumed Mr. B.) did say that he. 


gloried in the right of rebellion. Does he contend, 
then, that if, in one of the States of this Union, the 
Government be so organized as utterly to destroy 
the right of equal representation, there is no mode 
of obtaining redress but by an actof the Legislature 


authorizing a convention, or-by, open. rebellion?. 


Must the people step at once from oppression to 
open war? Must.it be either absolute submission, 
or absolute revolution? Is there no middle’ course? 
I cannot agree with the Senator. I say. that the 
whole history of our Government establishes the prin- 
ciple that the people are sovereign, and that a majo- 
rity of them can alter or change their fundamental 
laws at pleasure. I deny that this is either rebellion 
or revolution. ft is an essential and-a recognised 
principle in all our forms of government. 

To be sure, I should be one of the last men in 
the United States who would desire to see sucha 
I admit that there is great pro- 
priety and convenience in having the Legislature 
to fix the time, and place, and mode of calling a 
convention; because it is difficult for the people -to 
effect their purpose without some such provision. 
Such has been the general practice; but T insist up- 
on the right of the people to proceed without any 
legislative interference or agency whatever.. : 

I shali now, though with great regret that the topic 
has been introduced, attend to: what has been said 
by the Senator in relation to Maryland. He did 
not expressly assert, but he leftit to be inferred, that 
I had said the Maryland electors were right in the 
course which they pursued.. Isaid no such thing. 
I expressed no opinion on the matter. On the con- 
trary, I declared that I should not undertake.to:be.a 
judge of other men’s consciences; nor would I here 
undertake to canvass the conduct of individuals in 
relation to the Government of a sovereign State of 
this Union of which they were citizens. This is 


A; ENE’ 
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“not the proper forum for such a debate. I also.-as. 
serted:that the course:of these electors had:nothing - 
-in the world to do with the admission of Michigan 
vinto the Union. © © 5o o5 : 
“The question: concerning the conduct. or -the 
Marylaud eléctors, in refusing to execute. the. trust 
-fór which they-had:been chosen, is one ‘thing; that 
‘of the-tight of. the ‘people -of Maryland to ‘alter 
- their State Government. is another. . It.‘presents 
-van‘entiyely.differentcase. “Were T placedina situa- 
tion which rendered it my duty to. maintain thisright 
jnbehalf of that people, F believe I should beable 
“to do it successfully. I should‘then ¢ontend that, 
- being sovereign within their own limits, they had a 
Tight to control their own destinies, and change the 
form of theirowh government at pleasure. ` Ifí 
were the citizen .of a: State, and resided in a city 
or county where. my vote was equivalent only to 
“othe one-thirtieth, or-the one-sixth of the vote of 


“another citizen; in:another city or county, whilst I - 


paid the same taxes,,as is the case in: some portions 
of Maryland, I should certainly use all my efforts to 
persuade the Legislature to call a convention -for 
“the purpose “of. redressing. a grievance so enor- 
mous. -lf the Legislature should absolutely refuse 
to:grant this just request, I should then endeavor to 
persuade the people to hold a. convention of their 
‘own. I would not stir them:up to sedition or re- 
bellion; but.-I’would call upon them peaceably and 
quietly to exert their own sovereign authority in ef- 
fecting a change in ‘their. form. of government. I 
cannot, therefore; condemn:in: others what I know: 
‘jn my own conscience: F- should: do myself, under 
similar circumstances. As it is, however, the peo- 
le of Maryland have the exclusive right to consi- 
- der and :decide this question for themselves. «If 
they are content with their form of government, I 
chave no right to‘ complain. It ‘affects them, not 
. me; and Ihave been: Jed into these remarks purely 
on the principle of self-defence. I do not appre- 
hend the slightest danger that they will act rashly. 
I know, from the character of the American peo- 
ple, to use the language of the Declaration of In- 
dependence, that they “are more disposed ‘to. suffer 
while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves 
by abolishing the forms. to: which -they are accus- 
tomed.” 
‘I shall certainly not discuss with the Senator the 
merits of the Constitution of South Carolina. It 
may be, and doubtless is, all- which he represents it. 
I'shall not controvert. the proposition that it has es- 
tablished ‘the best.form.of government for South 
+ Carolina; -because I am comparatively ignorant of: 
` its provisions.: Wehave at least one strong proof 
“that it has worked well in practice, in the fact that. 
this State has ever sent. an able and distinguished 
representation to Congress. : 
. Ttis very true that I did introduce the subject of 
nullification in my former: remarks, but it was 
strictly upon the principle of ajust retaliation. I 
had then, and have now, no disposition to dwellup- 
on this topic. Some of the leaders of the nullifica- 
` tion party, Lam proud to believe, I may number 
among my friends. ‘With-more.than one of them 
L had the honor of serving in the other House. of 
Congress, in: trying times. I certainly feel no dis-. 
position to say a word ‘which might wound their 
feelings. Ihave always thought, and still think, 
the State of South Carolina was wrong; yet I am 
giad’she has: got out of her difficulties.in such hand- 
some style. Tam now about to propose a bargain 
to the Senator, which is, that if'he will never allude, 
upon this floor; to: the “domestici concerns -of my 
State, I shall be guided by:the same rule in regard 
. to his. feds : 

Mr. CaLnoun said hevwas pérfectly agreed to 
strike such a bargain with the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania. Eg s ae: 

As to Michigan (said Mr. B.) it is peculiarly un- 
fortunate that all her difficulties have been’ brought 

: ess “her in consequence of our own -conduct.: 
“Why-did not the Senator sound the alarm. at. the: 
last session, when.this admission bill was before’ 


the Senate, and: proclaim that:we were about to:|, 


recommenda revolutionary measure to her people? 
That was the. appropriate-time for him to have 
urged this objection,“ ; ‘ 4 

2 Mr. Cauoun rose to explain. He reminded: 
“Mr. B. of the late hour’ at ‘which the bill had. 


"Admission of Michigan into.the Union—Mr. 


‘“gislature would have been required. - 


See a 
| passed: He had spoken again and again, in the 
“eourse of. the debate, and felt reluctant again to. 
-oceupy the floor ; and the particular‘reason why he - 
shad not stated .this point of objection was, that, ac- 


cording to his.conception, the word convention sig- 
nified a. meeting of the -people, duly -convened 


| through the action. of their own ‘constituted au- 


thorities. - So.he understood the law, and. so the 


-people of Michigan -understood it, -as. their action 


showed. Ene ny 
: Mr. Bucnanan resumed. The bill,: as it origi- 
nally stood, required’ the. assent of the Legislature’ 
of. Michigan;.but- this- clause was unanimously 
stricken out, and the consent of a convention of 
delegates elected. by the people was substituted ir 


bill, as it passed, contains no reference to any in- 
terposition by the Lngislature. 

Mr. Caruoun again explained. It was indeed 
certain that the Legislature could not give their as- 
sent to the conditions of that bill, because those 
conditions touched the State Constitution on the 
question of boundary, and therefore, no power 
could assent to those conditions but a power which 
was equal to that which-had made the Constitution. 
This could be done only by a convention ; and, in 
point of fact, it had been a convention which con- 
sidered it. A convention regularly called was 
‘competent to consider and decide upon it, and it 
is a great mistake to think otherwise. 
if a regular convention was incompetent to assent, 


and thereby change the State Constitution, the 


‘meeting at Ann Arbor could not be competent. _ 
Mr. Bucuanan resumed. I trust that, ere long, 
we shall get. to understand each other. I was 
about to prove that the Senate, at its last session, 
unanimously determined in favor of the principle 
which the gentleman now denounces as revolution- 
ary... What did wethen decide? Without a dis- 
senting voice it was then admitted that the Legis- 
lature of Michigan; wnder her Constitution, had 
no authority to give its assent to the condition con- 
tained in our bill. How then was the assent of the 


- State to be obtained? The boundary line establish- 


ed by the Constitution was to be changed, (for I 
take it for granted the Senator will not contend that 
the reference contained in that instrument to the 
act of Congress of 1805 did not fix the boundary.) 
How, then, I ask again, was the assent of the 
State to this new boundary to be obtained? The 
Legislature was out of the question. The Senator 
has.not contended that this assent could only be 
obtained by a change to be effected in the Constitu- 
tion of Michigan, according to the forms which it 
prescribes. All that he requires is, that there should 
have been a previous act of the Legislature; but this 
would have been no compliance with the organic 
law. ` It would have heen in direct opposition to it; 
and, therefore, I would ask, is not the Senator him- 
self, upon his own principles, as great asa revolu- 
tionist as myself or any other member of this body? 


‘If this change of boundary could only have been 
‘effected by an amendment to the Constitution in 


the mode ‘prescribed by itself, the proceeding 
would have been extremély tedious, involving 
a: delay of at at least two years, and a ma- 
jority of two-thirds of both branches of the Le- 
Under 
its provisions one-third of the people of the State 
could thus have prevented it from assenting to the 
conditions of the act of Congress, and from enter- 
ing the Union. How was the Gordian knot to be 
cut? Only by the great revolutionary principle, 
if the Senator will have it so, of referring the ques- 
tion directly to the sovereign power of the people of 
Michigan, in a convention of delegates. This was 
the course which the Senate took. It was the only 
conrse left for us to take. We had no alternative 
but to appeal to that sovereign power. Ay, sir, to 
this mad, revolutionary tribunal, which threatens 
with destruction all that we hold most dear. This- 
appeal was made, too, without any cbjection on 
the’ part of the Senator from South Carolina. 

And now let me ask, is there any danger in re- 
cognising “this proceeding? I donot certainly 


‘know ‘whether all the requisite forms have been 


strictly Somplied with by the people of Michigan in 
the: election‘ of delegates-and in holding the conven- 
tion: but stifficient evidence has been presented to- 
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its place, by a unanimous vote.of the Senate. The. 


But surely, 


` Senate. 


satisfy my mind as to the substance. I shall not 
again repeat the facts... I will now barely mention 
that I -have seen, this morning, the journal of the 
first part of the proceedings of this convention, con- 
taining an account of the manner in which the 
votes for the delegates had been canvassed; and I 
find that they have proceeded: with the same. forms 
as are observed in regard to their other elections. 

But the Senator from South Carolina has ad- 
vanced pne most astonishing argument. He holds 
that, because there were no-votes given against as- 
senting to the condition proposed. by Congress, 
therefore the late convention must have been a 
mere party caucus. Now I would draw from that 
fact a conclusion directly contrary. - My inference 
would be, that there was nobody in Michigan dis- 
posed to vote against assenting to the condition. 
Nobody there has complained of this convention as 
a revolutionary: assembly, or sent us a remon- 
strance because it was held without a previous act 
of the Legislature. ‘That tender sensibility which 
has been manifested respecting the State rights of 
the people of Michigan, has not been felt in Michi- 
gan itself. The people there have yet to be enlight- 
ened upon this subject. Ihave never yet heard of 
one dissenting voice; and I believe, for myself, that 
the proceedings of the convention at Ann Arbor 
truly represent the feelings of the people. 

The sole reason why I did not vote for the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from South 
Carolina: was, because I thought it necessary to 
ratify the assent given by the convention, in order 
to put at rest the question of boundary. Although 
I believe that the boundary line of Ohio, having 
been established by act of Congress, would stand 
without the consent of Michigan, yet I know too 
well what trouble and difficulty might arise in a 
contest of this nature, between two sovereign States, 
acknowledging no common umpire. When such 
States are incidentally brought before the Supreme 
Court as parties litigant upon such a question, their 
conflict may shake this Union to ifs centre. I am 
for settling the question whilst Michigan is yet in 
the. bud, and putting it at rest forever. It was only 
for this reason, and not for any miserable. party 
purpose, that I opposed the gentleman’s amend- 
ment. I believed that our recognition of the assent 
given by the Ann Arbor convention to the condi- 
tion which Congress had proposed, was necessary 
to make a final end.of this question. IJtwas.for this 
reason that I could not'vote to strike out the preamble 

As to the Baltimore Convention, which the Sena- 
tor has introduced into this debate, I shail say no- 
thing. As I was not a member of that body, I 
shall leave the defence of its proceedings to the 
Senator from North Carolina, (Mr. Strange.) 

And now, sir, I might reply to some other argu- 
ments which have been urged by the Senator from 
South Carolina; but I am unwilling longer to oc- 
cupy the time of the Senate. I should not have 
addressed you at all, but for the. purpose of putting 
myself right in regard to my former remarks. : The 
Senator, in some parts of his speech, has employed 
(he is in the habit of employing) very strong lan- 


‘guage, which, were | so disposed, I might apply to 


myself. As it was general, I shall not presume it 
was thus intended. I know that his nature is ar- 
dent; and, when addressing the Senate, his feelings 
become excited, and sometimes carry him too. far. 
But we part in peace. Upon the whole, I shall 
vote for the bill as it now stands; though, if the 
preamble were. rejected, I should hesitate as to 
what course I ought to pursue. 

Mr. CALHOUN here requested a few words of 
explanation, to which Mr. Bucuanan signifying his 
assent, Mr. C. proceeded. . The Senator admits 
that Michigan is a State; that, waiving forms, she 
was a State as soon as we recognised her Constitu- 
tion. J wish, then, to. ask the honorable Senator, 
whether he holds. that Congress has a right to calla 
convention within a. State? ; , ; 

Mr. BUCHANAN. To that question I answer, 
no. Emphatically, no. Congress has no more 
right to call a convention in South Carolina than in 
themoon. But, before the State of Michigan:has 
entered the Union, Congress possesses the.power of 
proposing to her a condition, upon a compliance 
with which she shall be admitted. - The-proposition 
thus presented she may accept or reject, according 
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to her will and pleasure; and she may accept it, if 
she thinks proper, by means of a convention of 
delegates elected for that purpose, in the manner 
proposed to her by Congress. 


Mr. CALHOUN. Then I would further ask 


the Senator, has Congress a right to offer a propo- 
sition to the people of a State without addressing 
their Legislature ? 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Under the ‘circumstances 
in which Michigan stood, Congress, in my opinion, 
had the right to make the proposition which they 
did make at the last session, and it was for the peo- 
ple of Michigan, in their sovereign capacity, to 
assent or dissent, as they thought proper. 

Mr. CALHOUN. Congresshas aright to make 
propositions to her constituted authorities, and the 
people of Michigan so understood our act. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. The Senator will pardon 
me for contradicting him. The people of Michigan 
did not so understand our act. One of the yery 
first acts of the first convention was to declare that 
the Legislature had no right to call that convention. 
The sovereign. people of Michigan themselves 
objected to any interposition of their Legislature. 

Mr. CALHOUN. Then the whole matter 
amounts to this: when a State has provided a re- 
gular course for amending her own Constitution, 
and the State does not choose to call a convention 
in conformity with that Constitution, Congress may 
call a convention in that State to alter the State 
Constitution. 

Mr. BUCHANAN (in an under tone.) This 
may be the gentleman’s inference; it is not mine. 


nein aa 


SPEECH OF MR. STRANGE, 
Or Norra CAROLINA, A 
In Senate, Monday, January 16, 1837—On the Ex- 
punging resolution. 

Mr. STRANGE said: I am not unconscious of, 
the disadvantages under which I labor, in address- 
ing the Senate at this late period; but it has been 
properly remarked, in the course of this debate, 
that we are engaged in no ephemeral transaction; 
that this night’s work is not to pass away with the 
occasion; it is not to be consigned at once “ to the 
tomb of the Capulets” with things unwerthy of re- 
membrance.. All connected with the matter under 
consideration are doomed to immortality, for good 
or for evil; and as it is my destiny and my purpose 
to appropriate an humble leaf from this fadeless 
wreath, to rescue from oblivion a name which 
would otherwise be forgotten when the individual 
who bears it shall cease to breathe, I wish to say a 
few. words in explanation of my course, not with 
the vain hope of their being as immortal as the act 
they accompany, but merely for the temporary 
satisfaction of my personal acquaintances. I am 
aware that this subject has been treated with singu- 
lar ability on both sides of this hall, and may, per- 
haps, be thought exhausted; but as in some respects 
my views differ considerably from any I have here- 
tofore heard advanced, I take the liberty of offering 
them, It is the more proper I should do so, asin a 
motion I shall take occasion to make before I sit 
down, I might otherwise subject myself to the mis- 
apprehension both of friends and foes, (without 


meaning, however, to use the latter. term in its 


most offensive sense.) 

The Senator from South Carolina, who dis- 
coursed so eloquently upon this subject the other 
day, was pleased to say facetiously that those who 
vote for this expunging resolution, will be placed 
on ‘‘a bad eminence,” damned to a fame like that 
ef Eratostratus, who destroyed by fire one of the 
seven wonders of the world, the Ephesian temple 
of Diana; and doubtless the same wild fancy which 
led him to this conclusion, has pictured for himself 
and his associates a classic reputation like that of 
the celebrated Roman conspirators, who slew a 
Cesar in the Capitol. Happily, however, the lat- 
ter parallel fails in most important particulars; for 
the ancients actually wrought the physical death of 
a usurper, While the moderns have only attempted 
the moral death of a patriot. 

I regret that those who framed the preamble 
affixed to this resolution, have thought-proper to 
make it so long, not on account of its haying’ fur- 
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nished a subject of wit to the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, but because it has already thrown difficul- 
ties in the way of some, and is still likely to throw 
difficulties in the way of myself, and others friendly 
to the resolution itself. That delicate machine, 
the human. mind, formed by an invisible hand, is 
exceedingly subtile in its operations, and like the 


watches which occupied the attention of that great’ 


monarch, Charles V, of Germany, after his re- 
tirement from the cares of empire, no two will 
operate precisely alike. Many minds may come 
to a similar conclusion; but in the processes by 
which they arrive at it, will probably all vary in a 
greater or less degree. This is found to be the case 
in the most simple and familiar matters, and still 
more so in those of complication and rare occur- 
rence. I wish some reference could have been had 
in framing this preamble, to the advice of a cele- 
brated statesman, to a judge then recently appointed 
to one of the British provinces. ‘“ Decide,” said he, 
“ according to your judgment of what is right, but 
give no reasons for your decision. Thousands 
may approve the one, who will not concur with 
you in the other.” Regardless of this prudent 


_counsel, many reasons are offered in this preamble, 


for the ultimate conclusion that it is’ right to ex- 
punge from the journal of the Senate the obnoxious 
resolution of March, 1834; and among them it is 
stated that the said resolution was unconstitutional. 
In this reason I cannot concur, because I do not 
unite in the opinion that it is founded in fact. I.can- 
not, therefore, conscientiously set it forth in this 
formal manner, as constituting a portion of the 
basis of an important action in which I am de- 
sirous to unite. An act, according to my under- 
standing, is unconstitutional which is prohibited, 
in express terms, by the Constitution, or which is 
done in substantial omission of something com- 
manded by it. Now I do not find in the Constitu- 
tion any prohibition upon the Senate from uttering 
an opinion, collectively or individually, upon any 
subject whatsoever. I agree that the Constitution 
only expréssly authorizes them to perform certain 
legislative, executive and judicial functions, and 
prescribes the mode, to a certain extent, in which: 


they shall perform them, and that a performance of | 


these acts in any substantial disregard of this pre- 
scription would be unconstitutional, while all acts 
done, not mentioned or distinctly referred to in the 
Constitution, are done without its warrant. But, 
then, the Constitution has not taken away, so far as 
the matter under consideration is concerned, that 
right which, in astate of natuyc, all men derived 
from the God who made them, to utter their thoughts 
as individuals or collectively, however assembled, 
upon-things in general. - Restrictions upon this pri- 
vilege are ceitainly to be found in the divine law 
itself, and in the many maxims of propriety which 
society has, from time to time, and in various ways, 
laid down for the government of its members. But 
Ideny that the Constitution of the United States 
has laid down any restriction applicable to the pre- 
sent case, and would in vain ask for its production. 
I know that in disputing the soundness of this rea- 
son set forth in the preamble, I encounter the opi- 
nions of many wise men for whom I have the pro- 
foundest respect. But, while this furnishes me with 
a strong and only reason for doubting the sound- 
ness of my own view, it will not justify me in as- 
serting that as a truth of which I am not convinced; 
and still less that to which my ewn faculties alto- 
gether refuse their assent. When a man under- 
takes to assert any thing deliberately, he must do so 
upon his own conviction, and not upon the mere 
opinions of others. Those who insist upon the un- 
constituticnality of the resolution of 1834, treat it 
as an actual impeachment of the President, without 
having waited for the accusation constitutionally 
preferred by the House of Representatives. If I 
could admit or perceive the fact that the resolution 
of 1834 was an impeachment of the President, in’the 
technical sense of that word, I should have no diffi- 
culty in uniting in the conclusion that it was a pal- 
pable violation of the Constitution. But impeach- 
ment, asused in the Constitution, is a technical 
term, and all that enters into the technical idea em- 


_ braced in the term must exist to make it applicable. - 


A number of unauthorized persons may pronounce 
a man guilty of an offence, but no ong for that rea 


son would say that he‘had ‘been‘tried: Yf- jade 
goes into court and, without the finding `of an in 


person, directs an entry to be made upon ‘the tecd 
that he is guilty of a certain offence, it could no 
said that he had been tried: The substantial 
ofan impeachinent or trial is the puhishmént’ cons” 
sequent upon being found guilty; and no matter by’ ’ 
what naime a- proceeding may. be called, it does: 
not rheet the idea embraced: in’ these” expressions; ° 
either ‘in laws or constitutions, if conviction upon: 
it does not’ involve’ punishment as a. regular” 
‘consequence. ‘In the proceeding referred to in the 
Senate’ there was condemnation, but-it was not 
a condemnation’ which drew after ` it: punish- 
ment, or in pursuance of which punishment e 
have been inflicted. In matters of ‘this’ ‘sort 
names are things, and whenever we suffer our“ 
selves to be drawn away from their accepted signi- 
fications, we cast ourselves upon a wide ocean’ of, 
uncertainty, and our minds; like.a vessel; however 
richly freighted, without compass or ‘polar star, can’, 
never calculate on ultimately reaching any: place of ` 
security. To say that the Senate impeached. thé 
President in the resolution of 1834, is, in my judg- 
ment, a pure assumption, and if the resolution was’ 
not an impeachment, no’ one conteiids, I believe, 
that it was a literal violation of thé Constitntion. 
But it is insisted that if not a literal vielation ‘of the’ 
Coastitution, the resolution of 1834 was a Violation’ 
of its spirit. I belong, Mr. ‘President, to ‘a’ class ‘of: 
politicians, and I am proud to say so, who deny that” 


‘ment, or any other formal accusation against a. 


bond, we hold. that- whatever isnot found in it, cań ` 
not be claimed under it; its grants and its. prohibi- 

tions are such, as that he who reads may perceive“ 
them, and no artful constructionist is at liberty to” 


gold leaf until it covers the universe. Believing then ` 

that the Senate was exercising no constitutional’: 
function in their vote of censure upon the Presi~° 
dent; and that in all other matters the Constitution” 
leaves to them, unimpaired, all theif natiiral rights” 
of expressing their opinions, in whatever. way a 

sembled, and upon any ‘subject, T. cai not concur 


of 1834, that it was an unconstitutional act.” But” 
in thus differing with my friends, and, making this’ 
concession to the opposition, I think I am very far” 
from weakening the cause of the former, and ami pre~": 
senting the latter with a Trojan horse; in admit- 
ting that their act was not unconstitutional, I sweep: 
away at a breath the whole superstructure - behind” 
which the opposers of expunction have, as, they 
seem to conceive, securely ensconced themselves. 
But of this by and by. : 
Although the resolution of 1834, be not-unconsti-.- 
tutional, nor in violation of the spirit of the Consti- 
tution, it may yet invade a spirit, and violate an 


| authority even ‘superior to the | Constitution, and 


abundant reasons may remain for its expunction; 
and it is my purpose to show that it ought to be ex- 
punged for its impropriety, its dangerous tendency, its 
injustice and its falsehood. And here allow me to 
apologize for the strong language I must occasion- 


though feeling as! do great deference for those whose 
acts Í am condemning, and conscious that Iam my- 
self as prone to infirmity as any man. But I must 
speak plainly, and therefore I say, in the first place, 
that the resolution of 1834 wasin my judgment, the 
most flagrant violation of propriety ever perpetrat. 


recur to an illustration already used, suppose “a 
judge arrives at a certain place, where he is to hold 
a court of criminal jurisdiction, and, emong other 
things, he learns that a particular: individual ‘is 
charged with some capital offence; he hears the- ex 
parte statements of rumor, and makes up his opinion 
that the person is guilty. Not satisfied with this, 
when he enters the court-house, he calls upon the 
clerk solemnly to declare upon the record that such 
a person is, in the opinion of the presiding judge, 
certainly guilty of stch a specific offence. Tt is true 
the grand jury have found no bill, the alleged of- 
fender has not even been apprehended, no: voice 
has been heardin his defence, and no punishment 
could follow the prejudication. Yet would it not 
be an act of the grossest and most flagrant violation - 


the Constitution has any spirit.’ Like Shylock’s’ , 


stretch it to his purposes, or to hammer it out like": | 


in the eason assigned for expunging the resolution’: ` 


ally use, during the progress of these remarks, al- = 


ed by a high, honorable and dignified ‘body. To 2 
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- of fadicial propriety? Wouldghot public execration 
overwhelm the ‘wretch. who had perpetrated it, 
and hurl him from the station he had degraded? 

‘In. the case of the single judge, every one’ is 

‘struck at once with the glaring impropriety of his 
conduct. And is that impropriety at all diminish- 
ed bécause perpetrated by numbers? Are- there 
not, in fact, features in the principal case even more 
oppressive than .in. the. one by which I have at- 
tempted. to illustrate it? In the case of the- judge, 
he tries the culprit by a rigid, well-defined law, and 
can make nothing a subject of punishment which 
the law has not expressly declared so, and in the ap- 
plication of facts te the law is dependant on a 
jury for the finding of those facts, and can assume 
nothing which the jury do not expressly. find. 
Mental bias, therefore, or prejudication on his 
part, it would seem, could not beattended with any 
great degree: of mischief. And yet the common 
sense, and, I’ may add, the common principles of 
mankind, revolt at the slightest indication of such 

~ bias or prejudication. But the Senate of the 
United States are judges both of law and fact; 
nay, to a great extent, they make the law by which 
the person charged is to be tried. What volume 
‘contains a recital of the acts for which the Presi- 
dent of the United. States, or any other public of- 
ficer, is’ subject to impeachment? There is no such 
volume. Any misdemeanor in office will warrant 
impeachment and conviction; and what is such 
misdemeanor is left to the mere, discretion of the 
Senate, and they promulge ‘the law at the very mo- 
ment that they pronounce the guilt ofits infraction? It 

“is only necessary for the House of Representatives 
to, charge the offence, and the Senate have then the 
uncontrolled right to decide the two questions 
whether the’ facts exist, and if so, whether they 
are the subjects of punishment. Surely, a tribunal 
so constituted ought, of all others, to keep its fa- 
culties uninfluenced by rashly expressed opinions. 
But the worst feature of impropriety yet remains 
to be considered. It isa general principle that no 
man can be a judge in a cause where he has an 
interest; but some tribunals are so constituted that 
this wholesome principle cannot always be applied. 
Ta such a case it would seem that a judge so si- 
tuated would, above all others, feel most power- 

` fully restrained from allowing himself any indul- 

gence in previous expressions of opinions which 
might prejudice the person charged, or from pre- 
maturely evincing the strength of his own bias. 

And yet the Senate of the United States, the con- 

stitutional tribunal for the trial of the President for 

unconstitutional acts, prejudges him in a matter in 
which individual Senators: have a personal inte- 
rest. I do not mean to say that their personal in- 
terest was enlisted by golden bribes, received in the 
shape of fees, or otherwise, from the United States 
Bank; although such things have been said, I, for 
one, do not belicve them. I do not think that such 
was the interest-they felt in the question. Noa 
nobler passion blinded them to the impropriety of 
the act they were committing; a passion which has 
been called the vice of great minds; a passion 
planted in the human breast for the wisest pur- 
poses; but one of the most dangerous and deso. 
lating where it gains unhallowed mastery. A great 
political strifehad been waging for years, and ta- 
lent aŭd wealth, and every other engine of human 
power, had: been: employed in its progress. No 
machine had heen $0 powerful as the United States 
Bank-in conducing tothe spread of opinions upon 
whose success: the. party to which’ these Senators 
belonged believed ‘its own triumph, and the 
welfare of the nation, to depehd. ‘To these opi- 
nions Senators had subscribed in’ the most de- 
cided and public manner, and upon them had staked 
their hopes ofrenown and worldly distinction. They 
were opposed by the administration, and a, stern, 
unyielding front presented by it to their advance. 
For this the President had been strongly denoun- 
ced, and Senators themselves had not been back- 
ward in--breathing upon the waves of opposition, 
and stirring. them into rage; and finally, ia the tu- 
mult of this excitement, forgetful of the high, 
honorable‘and delicate propriety, which as men and 
individuals has ever characterized them, and their 
elevated standing: as the constitutional triers of the 
President, they commanded his guilt to be recorded 
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before any legal accuser had come forward, and 
indignantly refused to hear his defence. Am I not 
warranted, under these circumstances, in pro- 
houncing the-act one of -gross and flagrant im- 
propriety? S 
But I have said it is an act dangerous in its 
tendency as a precedent, and for that reason ought 
to. be expunged. The Constitution has pointed 
out the mode in which the different branches of 
the Government are mutually to check and balance 
each other, and no where is this informal mode of 
expressing disapprobation adverted to as one of 
them. Crimination invariably leads to recrimina- 
tion.. The beginning of. strife has been aptly 


compared in the Scriptures to the letting out of. 


waters, the-natural result is that every thing valua- 
ble within its reach is carried away. in its desolating 
sweep. “One word” in homely adage “ brings on 
another;” and whether the strife of tongues begins 


between two old wives at the fish market, or the- 


President and Senate, anger quickly subdues” all 


the nobler faculties of the mind, and unnatural and. 


cruel warfare is the probable result. A practical 
illustration of this idea is furnished in the civil 
wars of England already alluded to by the Senator 
from Connecticut. A strife in which all the ties of 


„family and kindred were dissolved, and the nearest 


and the dearest brought to quench a say ge thirst 
in each others blood, originated in an undignified 
war of words between the King and the Parliament. 
If the principle be established that iť is proper for 
one branch of the Government, assembled as such, 
(but in a manner so informal as to leave it a ratter 
of contest whether it is an official act or not,) to 
condemn the acts of another, the most fearful con- 
Sequences must be apprehended. If the Senate 
may informally condemn the President, so it may 
the House of Representatives, and the House of 
Representatives the Senate. Scenes must then 
originate which, if carried out far into practice, would 
degrade the nation in the eyes of strangers, and add 
much to the uncertainty of the tenure by which do- 
mestic quiet is xetained. Che principle is there- 
fore dangerous in the extreme, and ought to be 
most promptly discountenanced. 

I urge, as a third reason for expunging the reso- 
lution of 1834, that it is unjust. ftis true the 
then President of the United States still retains his 
office, and no removal can take place in conse- 
quence of the condemnation therein expressed; yet 
its obvious and designed tendency must have been 
to degrade the Chief Magistrate in the eyes of the 
country, Want of principle, or want of capacity, 
is the alternative left to him in the estimation of 
all who believe this accusation to be trne. They 
must either pronounce him a sacrilegious violator 
of the Constitution of his country, or a very incom- 
petent judge of its provisions. “Surely” it would 
be said by all whose knowledge of affairs did not 
induce them to look beyond the mere surface of 
this transaction, “the Senate would not have thus 
harshly condemned the President for some slight 
oversight, for some small misapprehension of duty, 
into which any man might have fallen. No! No! 
itis some grave matter in which the Constitution 
has been so grossly violated that none but a rash, 
headstrong, unprincipled man, who heeded not, or 
an ignoramus, too dull to perceive, could have been 
the actor.” This is the natural conclusion, and to 
what a dilemma for one to be reduced to in this land, 
where popular opinion is to a public man-the breath 
of his nostrils!. That the Senate, availing itself 
of its usually just title to public confidence, should 
denounce a man, wncited and unheard, as a violator 


of the Constitution of his country, whom the pepuiar. 


voice had pronounced most worthy among the mil- 
lions of American citizens to fill the most dignified 
and responsible trust, is to my apprehension the 
grossest insult to the public sense of justice J have 
ever witnessed. Very few but the very individual 
against whom it was directed, who would not have 


| sunk beneath it. 


But this cbjection to -the resolution of 1834 de- 
pends aliogether for support upon another, which I 
come now to consider, embracing, in fact, the pith 
of this controversy, and that is, as T have said, its 
Jalsehood.. And here, again, I must apologise for 
ihe harshness of the term used, from the necessity 


Tam under to speak plainly, not meaning for a` 


_ Senate. 


moment to apply it to the individual veracity of 
those who voted for that resolution. There may 
be falsehood in a legal conclusion, however sincere - 
the man who arrives at it; and whenever one comes 
to the conclusion that certain acts are unconstitu- 
tional, all who differ with him must believe his 
conclusion false, whatever terms they may adopt to 
express their dissent. About the acis done by the 
President, in reference to which this resolution was 
adopted, there is no controversy; but that those acts 
were unconstitutional is, in ‘my judgment, most 
falsely asserted by the resolution; the position is so . 
false, so gross a perversion of the Constituiion, that 
it ought never to have been taken; such a danger- 
ous misrepresentation of that sacred instrument, 
thatit ought, as far as possible, to be annihilated, 
and treated as though it had never been. Itis so 
palpably erroneous, that I cannot persuade myself 
that any man of common sense or common ho- 
nesty, whose mind was perfectly free from previous 
bias, could for a moment. countenance it. But 
- when, as I believe, under the impulse of excited 
feelings, and in the blindness of party strife, it has 
received the sanction of the Senate, [am unwilling 
it should remain, to shed its deceptive-light upon 
future ages, and mislead others to their ruin. At 
the time this resolution was adopted, I had not the 
honor of a seat in this body; but I was a lover of 
my country, and felta deep solicitude for every 
thing connected with its interests. I then believed, 
and do still believe, its Senate a body surpassed by 
none on earth in dignity, and my eye was turned 
anxiously upon its movements. Rumor had given 
out that this resolution was to be brought forward; 
Iwas not ignorant of the obscuring effects of passion 
upon the clearest intellect; and yet I did think the 
constitutionality of the President’s action so ob- 
vious, that it was impossible to blinkit. I con- 
fess, when I' first heard the removal of the depo- 
sites announced, I was startled by the boldness of 
the measure, but I did not fora moment doubt the 
constitutionality of the act. I was apprehensive 
that the President had so far outrun public opinion, 
it would never overtake him; and his administra. 
tion, deprived of that essential support, would no 
longer be useful to the country. ‘This was the ex- 
tent of my alarm. Contrary to my expectation, 
however, the Senate has pronounced the act uncon- 
stitutional, and it is not sufficient for us to make a 
mere negation, without reasoning the matter a lit- 
tle. Iam well aware, sir, that the idea of the uni- 
ty of the Executive has not been opposed only; but 
has been actually turned into ridicule. But the 
day has gone by when ridicule was the acknow- 
ledged test of truth; it has been found to level its 
shafts with equal success against subjects the light- 
est and the gravest—against the phantoms of false- 
hood, and the most solemn realities. Of the unity 
ef the Executive branch of the Government of the 
United States we need look no farther for evidence 
than the Constitution itself, which declares “ the 
executive power shall be vested in a President-of 
the United States of America.” He is in fact the 
only executive officer created by the Constitution, 
all others owing their existence to the legislative 
power of Congress. In 1800, buta few years after 
this Constitution was formed, and its original plan 
and design was fresh inthe memory of all, the unity 
of the Executive is distinctly recognised in a pa~ 
per drawn up with great care and deliberation for 
the express purpose of Staying the waves of federal 
power. I mean Mr. Madison’s celebrated report, 
in which it is stated, “According to the. particular 
organization of the Constitution, its legislative pow- 
ers are vested in the Congress; its executive powers 
in the President, and its judicia! powers in a supreme 
and inferior tribunals. The union of any two of 
these powers,” itproceeds “and still more, of all three, 
in any one of these departments, must consequent- 
ly subvert the Constitutional organization of them.” 
The other officers provided by law-are mere agents, 
through whom he is to fulfill the great trust confid- 
ed to him by the Constitution, and whenever the 
duties prescribed for them from time to time are 
not, according to his judgment, so performed as best 
to promote the public good, it is not only his right, 
but his duty to change them. His right of removal 
being thus unquestionable, no charge of unconsti- 
tutionality cau rest upon him for the mere. exercise 


Jan. 1837 
24th Cona....2d Sess. 


of a discretion confided to him by the Constitution. 
But it is not denied by the President or his friends, 
that the removal of the deposites was, in fact, his 
own act, and for whatever of unconstitutionality or 
illegality may be in it he is responsible. It is true 
the charter of the United States Bank declares that 
bank to be the place of deposite for the public mo- 
neys, and that they shall_only be removed from 
thence at the will of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
‘Whenever, therefore, that will is expressed, the con- 
dition is performed, and the right of the bank to re- 
tain the moneys under their charter, viewing it asa 
contract, expires, and the law of the land regulating 
the disposal of the public treasure is fultiled. It is 
not denied that Mr. Duane, the then Secretary of 
the Treasury, did not choose so to exercise his 
will, and refused to order the removal of the de- 
posites; but he was himself removed, and another 
quite as wise, and as honest, appointed in his 
stead, who, without hesitation, dissolved the spell 
by which the bank retained the public moneys, and 
ordered them to be removed. It is contended that 
this condition was imposed upon the bank in the 
retention of the public deposites, altogether in refe- 
rence to their security, and it was a violation of the 
compact to remove them for any other reason than 
insecurity. But are those the terms of the condi- 
tion? Is any reference made in that condition to 
the motives upon which the Secretary should exer- 
cise the power entrusted to him of putting an end to 
the depository character of the bank? No such re- 
ference, no such intimation, is to be found. Had 
the bank applied to him for his reasons, he might 
and ought to have treated the application as an im- 
pertinent demand. But reasons he was bound to 
give to Congress, and he did give them. These 
reasons could not-have been asked for in reference 
to the rights of the bank, for so far as she is con- 
cerned, a naked trust has been exercised, and there 
js an end of the matter; but simply to enable Con- 
gress, as the guardian of the public treasure, to ex- 
cise that supervision over what had been done, its 
management during the recess, which it ought of 
right to do, A disingenuous clamor has been rais- 
ed for the purpose of throwing the true questions in 
this investigation into obscurity, that the act of remo- 
val produced a union of the purse and the sword; but 
did Congress believe that such would he the conse- 
quence, when it expressly authorized the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to make the removal when- 
ever, in his judgment, it should be expedient? 
And the matter has been treated as if the President 
had with his own hand made the removal of the 
deposites. Tf such were the fact, where was the ne- 
cessity of removing one Secretary, and putting in 
another? Ifthe President’s purpose was, by actual 
and lawless force, to seize the money in the Trea- 
sury, he might as well have passed by one Secreta- 
ry as another. But the truth is, asis well known 
to every intelligent and candid man, the money in 
the Treasury was just as inaccessible to the per- 
sonal contact of the President after the removal 
as it was before; all the fiscal machinery provided 
by law, for preserving the personal honesty of all 
having any thing to do with the public money, ope- 
vated in the same way and precisely the same pro- 
cess was necessary to placea single dollar in the 
actual grasp of any person whaisoever. But it has 
been urged in reference to the public as well as the 
bank, that the only ground upon which removal 
was proper was the security of the public money. 
To this I reply, as before, nothing of the kind is 
mentioned in the condition of the clause which 
forms the only restriction in connection with this 
subject upon the gencral Executive power and duty 
to act in all things for the promotion of the great 
purposes of the Federal Government. If then the 
President perceived that for any reason the public 
good required that the public money should no 
longer remain in the vaults of the United States 
Bank, it was not only his privilege, but his duty to 
direct the proper officer to remove it. Should he 
turn out to: be mistaken in his notions of expedien- 
ey, however reprehensible for want of ability in 
the discharge of his high functions, there could be 
no pretence for the charge of unconstitutionality. 
And here perhaps I have said-all that is necessary 
for the maintenance of my position, that the re- 
solution of 1834 was false in asserting the act of 
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the President to be unconstitutional. - But I assume 
for the President still higher ground, and insist that 
his act was not only legal and constitutional, but 
that it was in the highest degree expedient; that 
it was a stroke of generalship which causes the 
laurels of New Orleans to look pale and withered. 
We have already had occasion to glance slightly 
at the history of the times connected with the trans- 
action under consideration. At the close of the 
war of 1812-15, the nation was deeply involved in 


| debt, and the national coffers were empty; ingenuity 


and patriotism were taxed to contrive expedients 
for meeting the difficult exigency; our recent foes 
abroad, and mal-contents at home, were mocking 


‘at our distress, and the political party whose firm- 


ness and genius, aided by the valor of our army 
and navy, had brought to a glorious termination a 
most unequal war, saw bankruptcy and disgrace 
ready to overwhelm them. Under these circum- 
stances, as the plank in the shipwreck, the expe- 
dient of a United States Bank was seized upon, and 
some, as I am informed, who doubted its constitu- 
tionality, and some even who believed it unconsti- 
tutional, wete driven by the apparent necessity of 
the case to give the measure ‘their support. The 
bank was chartered, performed its functions and 
the term of its. existence was drawing to a close. 
Application was made for a renewal of its charter, 
and having made many friends with “the mam- 


mon of unrighteousness” a willing ear was lent to.‘ 


its application. Some believed the question of un- 
constitutionality put to rest by precedent and adju- 
dication, and no longer open as an available cause 
of opposition. For varions reasons, however, its 
prayer for a continuance’ of its existence was 
granted by the Senate and House of Representatives. 
But the concurrence.of another branch of the Go- 
vernment was necessary to the completion of its 
hopes, and its application there was answered by a 
veto which waked up, as by a trumpet-call sound, 
republican doctrines long since supposed to have 
sunk into a slumber from whence they would 
never awake. With a force and clearness which 
astounded the legions of federalism, and infused 
new vigor into the republican ranks, the uncon- 
stitutionality and inexpediency of rechartering the 
United States Bank was demonstrated. From 
that hour, every political engine was set to work to 
prostrate the only man who could withstand the 
might of this mammoth institution, and all who 


‘entertained like opinions. Presses were subsidized— 


in various ways the talents of the nation were en- 
listed in its behalf—and by violent and sudden 
expansions and contractions, now the hopes and 
now the fears of the populace, were appealed to. 
Here was a new feature of inexpediency for the 
recharter of the United'States Bank, presented to the 
startled consideration of every lover of his coun- 
try. In our land, where the popular voice controls 
and direets every thing, nothing is so important as 
that that voice should itself be directed by the 
hearts of the pure and the free. The power and 
the willingness of this institution to corrupt, was 
alarmingly demonstrated, and it was seen that, un- 
der whatever pretences, it would, if rechartered, 
get possession of the public mind, and wield it to 
its own purposes, either for good or for evil. 
From the commanding elevation held by the Pre- 
sident, he surveyed the field of combat—he beheld 
the nature of the strife going on—he perceived that 
it was a vital one to his beloved country—he found 
that the monster’s power of mischief lay in the de- 
posites, and he determined to remove them. Like 
a skilful surgeon, he saw thai the bank, like a vast 
cancer, was striking its fibres in every direction, 
until it would finally become so incorporated with 
the system, that it could only be-removed at the 
expense of the patient's life. Anticipating this 
horrible event, he determined with a bold hand to 
cut it off, while the bystanders looked on. in amaze- 
ment. Yes, sir, it was a master stroke, and the 
bank and its partizans felt that it was mortal to 
her, that her .vitals were wounded beyound reco- 
very. Among the many caricatures to which a 
spirit Iam by no means dispozed to commend, has 
given rise in modern times, one illustrative of this 
idea struck me as being the best. The bank is re- 
presented as a huge old woman extended upon a 
hed, in the throes of an emetic operation; beside 


the bed are various vessels, labelled with’ th 


names of the several deposite banks, into which are > 
falling the ejected contents of her stomach, consist- 


ing of various gold and silver coins. 
in a kindly effort to sustain it, is’ seated the presi 
dent of that institution, to whom in her‘agony’ 
exclaims, “Oh dear Nick, I am very sick.” H 
promptly replies, “ It is all the effect of that last 


prescription of Doctor Jackson.” ` Yes, sit, that ` 


last prescription was fatal to the bank, or at feast; 


At her head, | - 


as nearly so as any thing has yet been, and for >: 
that cause mainly has he who framed it been so 
strongly denounced in the resolution of 1834. ` 


But it was a measure adopted in strict accordance. : 
with all the forms of law and. Constitution, ahd not. 


in derogation of either. A. measure for’ which; 
through all time, the patriot who reviews his couh- 
try’s history, will revere the memory of him who 
saved by it she perishing Constitution; while, with 
the men of the present generation, he can hardly. 


determine which most challenges his admiration, © 
the wisdom that planned, or the firmness that: exe-_ 


cuted it. Having thus, as I think, shown that this 
resolution was grossly improper, dangerous. in its, 
tendency, unjust in its operation, and untrue in its 
assertion, I come next to consider the motives up- 
on which we are called upon to.expunge it. 


The . 


fancy of gentlemen has represented us as ignobly : >. 
bending at the footstool of power, and licking. the: <; 
dust beneath the morarch’s tread. As smoothing the; 
rough mane of the lion, and endeavoring to quiet his”: 


frightful roar. 


Even the car of Juggernaut has... 


been made to roll through this hall, and our gare. | 


ments have been sprinkled with the blood, and our 


ears stunned with the cries, of the victims crushing - 


beneath its wheels. But these are mere pictures of 


the fancy, and fancy may paint. what she pleases; ` 


she does not confine her sketches to the copies of 


even things that might be, and still less to things .._ 


that are. Sober reason must perceive that wehave. © 
nothing to expect from the throne, as it has been : 


called, or from him who fills it; that if.the mane of =... 
y, it-is not, i 


the lion is rough, or his roar is 


against us that his fury is directed. That ‘reasons 


enough are found for the expunction of the:resold=; «=. 
tion of 1834, in the opinions we have expressed, . .. 


concerning it. But some of us have a strong and: 


urgent reason to perform this act in a desire to © 


obey those whom we serve. ‘The voice of the ped- 
ple has commanded it to be done, and that is a 
voice which public men in our country dare not, 
disregard. Even those who least regard it in prac- 


tice dare not openly proclaim their contempt. They , 


may speak of it slightingly in the private circle, 
and in their hearts despise it, and endeavor to ex- 


plain away its unpleasant requirements, but when. 


forced to encounter its unequivocal declarations, 
they must tremble and obey; they dare not disre-- 
gard it. That voice has spoken in general terms 
throughout the nation; but it has spoken to some of 
us as it were by name, and through the appropriate 
medium, and commanded us to act. It has not 
spoken to me personally, but it has spoken to my 


cupy, I hear the sound still ringing in my ears. -It 
isa command which but seconds my own wishes. - 
I came here anticipating the most cheerful compli- 
ance; and I yet hope to yield it if my own friends 
do not throw obstacles in the way of my obedience. 
Yet I will not deny that there is some personal rea 
ference to the present Chief Magistrate himself in 
the act we desire to perform. The period is at 


” predecessor, and standing in the position I now oc- r 


hand when he who rescued your daughters from . 
the raffian pollution of foreign soldiery, and ‘your : 


soil from the foot of the invader, will be deaf: to. 
the strains of gratitude, pressed by the earth he 
once defended. That he whose voice was loudest 
in the battles of his country shall, be hushed into 
silence; that he who now holds the sceptre of com- 
mand will have passed away not only from office, 
but from life itself, and have joined the spirits of 
men that have been. Is not the fame of her sons 
dear toa nation? Hasshe no pleasure in the glory 
of her best and her braves? Has she no interest in 
preventing the mantle of infamy from wrapping the 
temains of him who should sleep in the robe. of 
honor? In this view of the subject, I had fondly 
hoped that the gentlemen of the opposition would 
haye wnited with us in this act of retribution, ‘That 
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-in contemplation of this interesting crisis, the party | 


crust ‘which has heretofore. encircled their, hearts 
would haye given way,and a flood of. tenderness 
spontaneously gushed forth.. That with one gene- 
rous impulse they would have been the first to rush. 
forward, and pluck off the disgraceful stignia their 


own hands had affixed in an hour of passionate ex- ” 


citement, “But in this we have been disappointed, 
and are left alone, in behalf- of our ‘country, to 
make thistardy retribution, to wipe out this new 
argument for the ingratitude of republics. 


But.we are not even so fortunate as to be simply 
left alone in the performance of our melancholy 
task; difficulties aré thrown in the way of its exe- 
cution, You can not, it is said, expunge any thing 
from the journals of the Senate.. You may rescind, 
repeal; but you can not expunge. -The Constitu- 
tion requires that you shall keep a journal. A 
joumalof what? I ask. Surely the Constitution 
doesnot require us to keep a journal of. things re- 
specting ‘which it has given usno authority to act. 
It has commanded us to keep a journal of our- le- 
Bislative, executive, and judicial proceedings, and 
to publish such parts of it as may not, in our judg- 
ment, require secrecy. ` But it has not commanded 
us, in Yaatters of mere voluntary action, unautho- 
rized'by the Constitution, to make a record. A 
few days ago, on the melancholy annunciation of 
the decease of one of its members, this body resolv- 
ed to adopt an appropriate badge of sorrow: Does 
any body contend that such a resolve must neces- 
sarily have been commhnitied to the journal, or, be- 
ing there, that there is no power to take it off. The 
consequences to which such a position would lead, 
are, of. themselves. sufficient to show its un- 
soundness. Let us suppose, what I admit is 
very: improbable, that- this body, in some 
very inauspicious moment, were to consist 
exclusively of atheists, and should record, as a re- 
solution, upon its journal, “There is no God;” 
when. sense and reason resumed their .em- 
pire here, can it be pretended that the blasphemous 
resolution could not by vote be expunged ?—but 
that it must remain for ever disgraceful to man, and 
offensive to the Being whose existence was denied ? 
Suppose it shonld turn out that the lamented gen- 
tleman;. in commemoration of whose virtues you 
resolved to mourn, (a thing that I suppose merely 
for illustration, knowing that it is altogether impos- 
sible in that instance,) should, by some posthu- 
mous: discovery, prove to have been altogether un- 
worthy-of. your regrets, but, on the contrary, the 
perpetrator while alive of every act disgraceful to 
his spécies, must your vote of approbation still 
remain? Have-you no power to efface it? And 
in the case under consideration, suppose the whole 
Senate to a man as well convinced as I am of the 
patriotism, wisdom, and benevolence, of the pre- 
sent Chief’ Magistrate, and the resolution of 1834 
had added to the general charge of unconstitution- 
ality, epithets of opprobrium, implying that he was 
a thief anda perjured knave, would it not be a 
very insufficient atonement to say to him, we are 
fully convinced that the charges we have made 
against yon ate unjust, and ealculated to have avery 
prejudicialeffect upon your character, but what we 
have written we have written, and we cannot blot it 
out? The truth is, these are all voluntary expressions 
of opinion, not commanded or authorized by the Con- 
stitution, and asthey were placed there by the un- 
inforced and unauthorized will of a majority of 
the body, the wiltof the majority of this body may 
remove them; and thus does the concession made 
at the beginning of my remarks, if founded in 
truth, destroy all connection between the Constitu- 
tion and the resolntion of 1834. It was an act 
dene without the authority of the Constitution, and 
consequently is entitled to no protection from it. 


But gentlemen say that we ought to be contented 
with repealing or rescinding the obnoxious resolu. 


tion, and not insist upon the word “ expunge.” n° 


reply, we say that no other will answer onr purpose, 
If an injurious law is passed, every useful purpose 
is answered by repealing it. If the Senate, in its 
Exeeutive character, gives bad counsel, a simple 
correction of its error in general will repair the in 

jury : if in its judicial characterit shouid give an 
improvident judgment, the most effectual remedy 


` Removal of the Creek Indians, &e.—Mr. Glase ck. z 


is its reversal. But if it assumes the expression o 
abstract opinions upon, matters in which it is exer- 
cising no official action, and. these opinions injuri- 
ously affect individuals, or are likely to propagate 
a false state of public sentiment, the only effectual 
remedy is expunction. . Recission or tepeal implies 
little more than mere doubt of the propriety of what 
has been before done, but expunction implies that it 
was clearly wrong, and ought never to have been 
executed. ‘This is precisely what we want on the 
present occasion; the very strongest expression of 
our sense of the impropriety of what has been 


. done, and a putting it as far as possible out of ex- 


istence : nay, as much as may be placing it as 
though it had never been. Even if the resolution 
of 1834 was more immediately than it is under the 
constitutional protection claimed for it, I should in- 
sist that the word “expunge,” even unexplained 
by that portion of the proposed resolution which 
declares how the expunction is to be effected, was 
the appropriate expression for our purpose. It has 
acquired in parliamentary usage a figurative sig- 
nification, and conveys to the mind a specific idea 
which. no other word will, and is not taken in its 
original literal. meaning. 


Indeed, almost every word we use in common 
parlance has lost its original literal signification, 
and is understood in a sense altogether figurative. 
The- expression “blot out,” being very nearly 
synonymous with “expunge,” is used in the sacred 
scriptures themselves, in a passage where no man 
in his senses, would, for a moment think of taking it 
literally. Speaking to the Israelites, the Almighty 
is represented as saying “J will blot out as a thick 
cloud your transgressions.” Now no one supposes 
that a literal blotting out or annihilation of the sins 
of the people was here intended, but only that they 
would be so completely excluded from the notice 
of that merciful Being, as to become as though they 
had never been. The same figurative use of the 
word “ expunge” is intended by the resolution pro- 
posed, and we are not left to guess at this intention, 
for it goes on to explain how the expunction is to 
be performed, and so describes it as to show that it 
will still leave the original resolution unmutilated 
and legible. But Ido not surrender the ground 
heretofore taken by others, that no act, however 
solemn, would be protected by the Constitution 
from actual expunction, if sufficient reason should 
arise for subjecting it to that process under any 
peculiar force of the words “keep” and publish.” 
Iam not ignorant of the wit expended in attempts 
to ridicule, attaching to the word “keep” any other 
significations, than such as suited the purposes of 
of those who, having passed the resolution, are 
desirous to preserve it. I know full well, that the 
most ridiculous results may be produced by apply- 
ing a word varyivg in its significations, according 
to the subject matter, to one subjeet matter instead 
of another; and, perhaps, there is no word in the 
English language whose significations are so-nume- 
rous, and vary so considerably, according to the 
snbjects to which if is applied, as the word 
“keep.” A reference then to the subject matter will 
lead us at once, I conceive, to the true signification 
of the word “keep,” as used in that clause of the 
Constitution. It is evidently used in réference to a 
subject matter in its nature, similar to a diary made 
by an individual, to books in which merchants 
make entries of transactions in’ trade, to memo- 
randa made at en auction of the ariicles sold, their 
‘prices, and purchasers. How then is the word 
keep understood as applied to these subjects. If it 
is said a gentleman keeps a diary, nothing more is 
intended than that he makes memoranda of what 
transpires, to be disposed of according to pleasure, 
without any reference to the term of their preserva- 
tion. Ifa clerk is employed to. keep books, his 
task isto make the entries,and he has kept the 
books, aithough he may be dismissed as soon as the 
entriesare made. If one is employed to keep the 
account of sales at an auction, he has done all 
implied in the term, if he makes the necessary me- 
moranda: . And the officer who makes the entries 
in the journal of the Senate keeps that journal, al- 
though he may never see it, except when engaged 
in making the entries. But if preservation be con- 
ceded as the. signification of “keeping,” as used in 
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the ‘Constitution, we answer the journals will still. 


be kept in the. thousands of printed volumes every. _ 
where extant, although this particular volume. | 
should be committed to the flames, or destroyed in 


` the ingenious manner suggested by the Senator from 


Alabama, And atany rate that preservation, coupled . 
as it is with publication, must be taken as limited. 
to the purpose of publication, which having been 
fulfilled, the object for which preservation is ên- 
joined has been reached; and the force of the com- 
mand expended. - Believing ‘then, as I do, that the . 
actof the Senate in adopting the resolution of 1834, 
was not unconstitutional, I see no difficulty in the 
way of its expunction, and only ask that the fol- 
lowing amendments to the preamble may be adopt- 
ed, to enable me heartily to vote for both it and the 


. resolution which follows it. 


SKETCH OF THE 
REMARKS OF MR. GLASCOCK, 
Or GEORGIA, 


In House of Representatives, Thursday, Feb. 2, 1836— 
On the bill making appropriations for the remo- 
val of the Creeks, and causes of the war. 


Mr. GLASCOCK said he regretted very much: 
that any discussion had been thought necessary on 
the present bill, feeling assured that there were but 
few who would be found to sanction the proposed 
motion of the honorable gentleman. from New 
Jersey, (Mr. Parker.) Situated as he was, how- 
ever, he felt it his duty to reply to'some of the re- 
marks which had been made by the several gentle- 
men who preceded him, and especially, as they- 
were connected and related to his own State, 
Whilst (said Mr. G.) he differed with his honora- 
ble colleague (Mr. Dawson) as to the causes of the 
Creek war, and wholly denied that the Government 
had any agency in the same, he had listened with - 
great attention to him, and was pleased and de- - 
lighied at the manner in which he had acquitted: 
himself. It has been stated (said Mr. G) that to 
the clause in the treaty which gives reservations, is 
to be traced the origin of our Creek difficulties, 
and it seems to be the wish of some gentlemen to 
fix this exclusively upon the Government. In » 
making such a charge, it should be recollected that 
all treaties, before they are consummated; must be - 
ratified by the Senate, and whatever may have been 
the error in embracing such a clause, and what- 
ever difficulties may have arisen from the same, 
that honorable and. dignified body must come in 
for a share of the responsibility and censure at- 
tempted to be thrown on the Government. But 
Mr. G. said, he was gratified to say that no man 
is more opposed to the principle of reservations 
than Gen. Jackson; he has ‘witnessed with regret 
and mortification, the difficultiés arising under 
them, and the numerous frauds and’ perjuries to 
which they have led, and such is now his abhorrence 


© to them, that he will not himself sanction them; or 


even consent to submit to the Senate for their sanc- 
tion any treaty embracing stich a clause. And in 
the late treaty with the Cherokees he refused to do 
so until it was stricken out, expressing in strong 
feelings of disapprobation that such a clause should 
have been included when his views and opinions on 
the subject were so well known. Mr. G. said he was- 
not prepared to say what were the original opinions 
ofthe President in relation to this matter; but if ever: 
favorabie, they have long since undergone a change, 
and were almost universally known at this time. 
Sed experience has caused changes in the opinions 
of maay on this question, said Mr. G. who now as- 
sume entirely new positions. i 


But under no circumstances was he prepared to 
sanction the principle, that because reservations 
were embraced in the treaty, that it constituted any 
justification for fraudulent speculators, and that - 
errors committed by the Government (if gentlemen 
please) are to extenuate and palliate their crimes, for 
a violation ofalllaws. - He (Mr. G.) recognised no 
such rule of morals for himself. Mr. G: observed, . 
that as to what had been said as to the causes of 
the war, it was painful to him even to allude; but 
a duty to his State and country forbid his -silenee,: 
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and. were paramount with him to all other conside- 
rations. It has been said, then, that the frauds 
practiced on the- Indians, were not connected with 
the war. He, from his very soul, wished it might 

' prove so; his rule was to consider “all men in- 
nocent until their guilt be made manifest;” but he 
was bound to say that he greatly feared, whenever 
a full investigation was had, it would-be found, if 
not the immediate, they were the remote cause. 


Let it not be disguised, said Mr. G. that a more 
perfect system of fraud and fraudulent speculations 
was never organized and consummated, than was 
organized and consummated by a few citizens of 
his own State,and others claiming to be citizens for the 
purpose of defrauding and cheating the Indians of 
their lands. He forbore a recital of their systematic 
arrangements, their plans as to the ‘modus operandi: 
to do so would but causc all to blush for the de- 
pravity of human nature. Let it be known, how- 
ever, said Mr. G. that several are supposed to be 
connected in these transactions who have held high 
situations in our State, and, as was known to his 
colleagues, are composed of men of wealth and 
influence of both political parties ; and here he 
would remark, without the fear of contradiction, 
that in consequence of the firm and usually bold 
and independent stand that the President took in 

` withholding the patents until a re-investigation of the 
whole matter could be had, it called down upon 
him the bitterest opposition of the parties interested, 
and of many who had been formerly his friends. 
Mr. G. said it was probable many purchases made 
were perfectly fair and in good faith, and for all 
such he was assured the most satisfactory measures 
would be adopted at anearly period. 


The whole matter was under full investigation be- 
fore a competent tribunal, and a report soon expect- 
ed: what that report would be he. was not prepared 
to say, but he invoked gentlemen to abstain at pre- 
sent, and on all future occasions, from casting fur- 
ther. reflections upon the State, and the whole people 
of his State, for the errors and crimes ofa few. To 
continue it would be illiberal and unjust, and it could 
not be expected would be quietly submitted to. 
Whenever, said he, the guilty shall be ferreted out, 
and their guilt made manifest, he greatly mistook 
the character of the people of his State, if they were 
not the first to point at them the finger of scorn, 
and treat them as their conduct merited. Mr. G. 
concluded by saying, that whatever may have been 
the causes of the Creek war, they certainly could 
not operate against the appropriations and the pas- 
sage of the bill. It was a melancholy truth that the 
war had been produced, and the fatal consequences 
growing out of it but too deeply felt by the citizens 
of Georgia and Alabama, if not by the whole coun- 
try. . Sir, said Mr. G. the tragical scenes that have 
been. acted, the horrible deeds of murder and 
massacre that have been committed, are but too 
deeply impressed upon our minds. Our battle 
grounds have been stained with the blood of 
some of our valued citizens; many have found 
honorable graves; valuable possessions have been 
laid waste and wrapt in flames, to the great injury, 
and almost. entire ruin, of a portion ef our frontier 
citizens; wives, mothers, and children, nay, all ages 
and sexes, have fallen a sacrifice to savage cruelties 
and violence; the scalping-knife and tomahawk 
have streamed with the blood of innocence; hun- 
dreds were now clad in mourning, and the heart 
of many a fond parent made to bleed, for the 
loss of some nearand dear relative, and yet an at- 
tempt is made to elicit our feelings and sympathies 
in behalf of the actors of these scenes, and the policy 
pursued: towards them by the State and National 
Governments openly denounced and condemn- 
ed. This: (said Mr. G.) was but a faint and 
imperfect sketch of the effects of the war; and 
though we may not- have it in our power to trace the 
cause of its true origin; though it may remain shroud- 
ed in darkness and obscurity, still (said Mr. G.) the 
bloody. and awful consequences resulting from it will 
no doubt furnish a fruitful theme for some future 
historian, butin whom he. prayed there would not 
be found (as here) any sympathy for the perpetra- 
tors of such deeds of barbarity and cruelty. He 
hoped the-motion to recommit would be rejeated, 
and the bill speedily passed, 


j could find nothing in the statute bock? 
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ABOLITION PETITIONS. 


DEBATE IN THE SENATE. 
In Senate, Monday, February 6, 1837.—Continuation 
of the debate upon Mr. Morsis’ motion to have 

a petition from abolitionists, which he-then pre- 

sented, received, read, and referred, with instruc- 

tions to the committee to report on various points 
which he specified. 

Mr. WEBSTER called upon the Senator, (Mr. 
Curngerr,) to remember that he had not admitted 
that the doctrines referred to were contained in those 
resolutions. - 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, made a few remarks, 
the object of which was to show that the right of 
petition in the People was perfectly compatible with 
the rules of Congress as to the consideration of 
petitions when presented. In illustration of which 
position he referred to a petition recently presented 
by the authors of Great Britain on the subject of 
copyright. There was no obligation on the part 
of Congress to receive memorials; it was wholly 
discretionary; and so it might be in a multitude of 
other cases. On the general subject, all the South 
were perfectly agreed. Whatever he himself pos- 
sessed of earthly good was connected with the tenure 
of slave property, and he perfectly agreed with the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Cauuoun,) as 
to any interference with it. a 

Mr. RIVES shid he had witnessed the whole 
course of this discussion with great pain and mor- 
tification. He did not say which side was to 
blame, but he could not help observing that gen- 
tlemen from non-slaveholding States stood in a 
very different position from their Southern bre- 
thren. They might sit with great coolness, and 
indulge all the delicacy uf their feelings with im- 
punity. The had no cause to be disturbed in rela- 
tion to their own communities; but when they came 


on that floor, and gratuitously put forth their no-. 


tions.on a subject which so deeply concerned 
others, he contended that they were aggressors, and 
that gentlemen on the other side were acting on the 
defensive. To present a petition, if respectful in 
its language, was a duty which Senators were 
bound to perform; but when, not satisfied with 
this, they came forward and volunteered their own 
views on so hazardous and delicate a subject, and 
claimed for this Government new powers, the cal- 
culation must be extraordinary on the passiveness 
of the South, if gentlemen supposed they were to 
sit in silence. If a solemn decision of the Senate 
was entitled to command respect, he would call the 
attention of the Senator from Massachusetts.to the 
overwhelming majority by which it had pronounced 
the determination that the subject of slavery in the 
District was not to be contested on that floor; a 
majority, if he recollected right, of 34 to 6. After 
such an expression of the views of this body, could 
any gentleman persuade himself that it was wise 
and patriotic to throw into the Senate such a fire- 


į brand? 


The Senator from Massachusetts held that there 
was no value in the reception of petitions unless it 
were done in substance as well as form, and the 
petitons were duly considered. But the Senate, the 
very moment memorials cn this subject had been 
‘received, instantly turned round and rejected them. 
Now, would gentlemen have so little regard to the 
peace of the whole community as not to abstain 
from agitating a subject of this kind? The gentle- 
man from Massachusetts had taken occasion net only 
to read sentiments from the memorials which were 
obnoxious to the South, but had volunteered the ex- 
pression of his own opinion as to the constitutional 
power of Congress over the subject of slavery in the 
District of Columbia. Wherefore introduce that sub- 
ject again? Why put forward the expression of an 
opinion in regard to the regulation of trade in slaves 
between the ‘States, to warrant which the Senator 
He had 
told the Senate that laws had been passed on that 
snbject, and with the sanction of the South.. Mr. 
R..joied issae with the Senator, and called on 
him to point to the law. He was very confident 
there was none. As to the laws to which he 
presumed the reference had been made, they did 
not touch the matter. Laws to prevent the 


escape of Slaves, oy to secure their restoration, 


were only in fulfilment of the Constitution, which 

expressly provided for the delivering up of runa» ~ 
ways; and, so far from being an unfavorable in- 
terference with the tenure of slave property, iwas; 
on the contrary, a recognition. of the right in slaves, . 
and a guaranty of that right. Mr. R. had novob-: 
jection that Senators should present :their petitions, 
but he protested against the gratuitous exhibition- 
of these horrid pictures of misery which had no:ex~ 
istence. He was notir favor of slavery in the ab- 
stract. On that point he differed with the gentte- 
man from South Carolina, (Mr. Calhoun.) But it 
was an existing institution; it was recognised and: 
protected by the Constitution; and he was at a loss: 
to conceive why, on a subject of this character, 
honorable Senators would permit themselves: to 
throw firebrands into that chamber. The only pa- 
cificating course was that which had been pro- 
posed, which was, to lay the question of reception 
on the table. And gentlemen might be assured 
that, as often as these petitions were presented, the 
preliminary question of reception would be moved, 
and that motion, with its appendages, would as 
often, he hoped, be laid on the table. Was the 
miserable farce of receiving these petitions, and 
then immediately rejecting them, a thing worth 
contending for? Surely not. 

Mr. R. strongly disclaimed all désire to excite 
jealousy or ill feeling, but reminded northern gen- 
tlemen of the very different cireumstances in which 
they stood towards this subject. They might stir 
it with perfect safety to their constituents, and pos- 
sibly with benefit to themselves. But it never 
could be mooted .on that floor without exciting the 
profoundest fecling throughout the South. He 
begged gentlemen to desist from such a course. 
He used the language of expostulation, not of me- 
nace, although he felt that a proud consciousness of 
southern rights might well warrant him in the use 
of other language. He appealed to the patriotism 
of the Senator from Massachusetts. He had on | 
other occasions, and especially in defence of that: 
very Union which is now again threatened, given 
proofs of it. Mr. R. did not doubt or call it in 
question. But he appealed to that feeling, and be- 
sought that Senator, and all others, to let this 
subject alone—not to invade the peace of the fire- 
sides of their brethren, and not to persist in a 
course which southern men could view in no other 
light than as an aggression upon their dearest in- 
terests. When petitions were brought forward, 
the only proper course was that which had been 
pursued on his own motion last year, and which 
had now been renewed in so honorable and peace- 
loving a spirit by the Senator from Delaware. 

Mr. CALHOUN explained, and denied having 
expressed any opinion in regard to slavery in the. 
abstract.. He had merely stated what was a mat- 
ter of fact, that it was an inevitable law of society 
that one portion of the community depended upon 
the labor of another portion, over which it must un- 
avoidably exercise control. He had not spoken of 
slavery in the abstract, but of slavery as existing 
where two races of men of different color, and strik- 
ing dissimilarity in conformation, habits, and a 
thousand other particulars, were placed in imme- 
diate juxtaposition. Here the existence of slavery 
was a good to both. Did not the Senator from Vir- 
ginia consider it as a good? 

Mr. RIVES said, no. He viewed it as a mis- 
fortune and an evil in ali circumstances, though, in 
some, it might be the lesser evil. 

Mr. CALHOUN insisted on the opposite opi- 
nion, and declared it as his conviction that, in point 
of fact, the Central African race (he did not speak 
of the north or the east of Africa, but of its central 
regions) had never existed in so comfortable, so re- 
spectable, or so civilized a condition as that which 
it now enjoyed in the southern Sta‘es. The popu- 
lation doubled in the same ratio with that of the 
whites—a proof of ease and plenty; while, with re- 
spect to civilization, it nearly kept pace with that of 
the owners; and as to the effect upon the whites, 
would it be affirmed that they were inferior:to 
others, that they were less patriotic, less in- 
telligent, less humane, less brave, than where 
slavery did not exist? Ife was not aware that any 
inferiority was pretended. Both races, therefore, 
appeared to thrive under the practical operation 
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of thisinstitution, ‘The experiment was in progress 


but had not been completed.. The world had no, - 


seen-modern society go through. the -entire process, 


and he claimed that its. judgment should: be. post-. 


poned -for another ten years. The social expéri- 
ment was going on ‘both at the North and the South 
—in the one with. almost a pure. and unlimited 
democracy; and in the other with a mixed race. 
Thus far, the results of the experiment had been 
in favor of the South. Southern society had been 
fay less agitated, and he would venture to predic- 
that tis condition would prove by far'the most se- 
cure, and by far the mosi: favorable to the presert 
vation of liberty: In fact, the defence of human 
liberty against the aggressions of despotic power 
had been always the most efficient in States where 
domestic slavery was found to prevail. “He did not 
admitit to be an evil. Notatall. It was a good 
—agreat good. On that point, the Senator from 
Virginia and himself were directly at issue. 

Mr. RIVES said he had no disposition to get up 
a family quarrel on a theoretic question between 
those who were practically agreed. It was certain- 
ly very remarkable that the Senator from South 
Carolina sheuld take him to task for representing 
him as defending slavery in the abstract, when 


every word he had since uttered went directly to _ 


prove that such was his opinion. Every remark he 
had made tended to that, and to nothing else. There 
they differed. Though.he (Mr: R.) came from a 
slaveholding State, he did not believe slavery to be 
a goood, either moral, political, or economical; and 
if it depended on him, and there wereany meansof 
effecting it, he would not hesitate to terminate that 
co-existence of the two races to which the Senator 

. from South Carolina had alluded, and out of which 
the present state of things had grown. Yet none 
had therefore reason to doubt that he should defend 
the rights growing out of the relations of slavery to 
the uttermost. No interference with that relation 
could be attempted without great and abiding mis- 
chief; and if snch attempts were persisted in, they 
must and would inevitably lead to the rupture of 
those ties which now bound the States in happy 
union. Great as might be the evil, no remedy for 
it had been found; and if any were to be devised, it 
must proceed from those only who suffer the evil; 
nor would the Constitution tolerate the remotest in- 
terference by others. When such interference 
should be forcibly attempted, Mr. R. was prepared 
to throw himself into the breach, and to perish in 
the last ditch in defence. of the constitutional rights 
of the South, But he was not on this account go- 
ing back to the exploded dogmas of Sir Robert Fil- 
mer, in order to vindicate the institution of slavery 
in the abstract. 

Mr. CALHOUN complained of having been 
misrepresented. Again denied having pronounced 
slavery in the abstract a good. All he had said of 
it referred to existing circumstances: to slavery 
asa practical, not as an abstract thing. It was a 
good where a civilized race and a race of a difer- 
ent descaiiption were brought together. Wherever 
civilization existed, death too was found, and lux 
wry; but did he hold that death and luxury were 
good in themselves? He believed slavery was good, 
where the two. races co-existed. 
from Virginia held it an evil. Yet he would de- 
fendit. Surely if it was an evil, moral, social, 
and political, the Senator, as a wise and virtuous 
man, was bound to exert himself to put it down. 
This position, that it was a moral evil, was the very 
roct of the whole system of operations against il. 
That was the spring and well-head from which all 
these streams of abolition proceeded—the effects 
of which so deeply agitated the honorable Sena- 
tor. 

Mr. C. again adverted to the successful results 
of the experiment thus far, and insisted that the 
slaveholders of the South kad nothing in the case 
to lament or to lay to their conscience. He utter- 
ly denied that his doctrines had thing to do 
with the tenets of Sir Robert Filmer, which he ab- 
horred. So far from holding the dogmas of that 
writer, hehad been the known and open advocate 
of freedom from the beginning. Nor was there 
any thing in the doctrines he held in the slightest 
degree inconsistent with the highest and purest 
principles of freedom. : 


any 


NY 


‘She gentleman - 


Mr. WEBSTER could not perceive the cause of 
that warmth which had been exhibited by the Sena- 
tor from Virginia, while he was so strenuously ex- 
horting other gentlemen to keep.cool. He did not, 
however, complain of it. But this he must ob- 
serve, that that honorable Senator had never heard 


| him say more in disapprobation of slavery than 


had been uttered by the Senator himself this day. 
He had used almost the very words of the petition 
which so greatly offended him, in declaring slavery 
to be an evil, social, moral, and political. Nor 
could that Senator express more strongly the want 


of power in the General Government to interfere | 


with slavery in the States than Mr. W. had often 
and always done. The Senator had said, howev- 


er, that those only were interested in this subject ` 


who were suffering in the immediate presence of 
the evil. This, Mr. W. could not but- consider as 
a great. mistake. Mr. W. though living in a 
Northern State, and a State non-slaveholding, felt 
that evil, too, from the train of consequences 
which it inevitably drew after it. He had as deep 
an interest in the peace and the preservation of the 
Union as the Senator from Virginia. But what 
was there for that gentleman to complain of in 
the conduct of his fellow Senators? Some of 
them had received many abolition petitions. 
Had they presented them from day to day, 
and annoyed the Senate by a perpetual repe- 
tition of the same thing? Was-not this the 
first time they had been brought forward? 
Mr. W. demanded the exercise of some can- 
dor and justice towards Senators situated as they 
were; and he should take care that such representa- 
tions were here made as should remoye from them 
imputations which were not deserved. He had 
himself presented petitions to-day, which had been 
accumulating in his drawer for two months and he 
had presented them at the same time with other 
gentlemen He had not debated the subject at 
large, but had confined himself simply to a re- 
newed expression of the opinion that it would be a 
better and more prudent course to refer the peti- 
tions to a committee, and have a report upon them, 
This was not a novel opinion: it had been enter- 
tained by others in that body, and a former member 
from Virginia bad embodied it in a motion. He 
had expressed no opinion in which southern gentle- 
men themselves had not heretofore concurred. 
Where, then, was the right to complain? But an 
honorable gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Cuthbert) 
had gone out of his way to bring into this debate a 
paper which somebody had given him, and which 
referred to opinions said to have been expressed by 
Mr. W.some twenty yearsago. In those opinions, 
as here stated, Mr. W. saw nothing fo retract. 
Neither now, nor at any time, in that body or out 
of it, had any one heard from him any other opi- 
nion touching siavery in the abstract, or the power 
of Congress to interfere with it within the States, 
than had been expressed by the honorable Senator 
from Virginia himself. His origin, his associa- 
tions, his education, his. habits of thought—all had 
taught him that slavery was an evil, and he held it 
to be an evil, moral, social, and political. 

Mr. RIVES thanked the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts for the edifying lesson of coolness he had 
given him. He admitted the perfect justness and 
propriety of it ina general sense. But he begged 
leave to remind the honorable Senatof; that the 
spectator of a battle, occupying a distantand secure 
position, might look on with great serenity; while 
those who were in the midst of the conflict, defend- 
ing their lives and persons frora the point of the 
bayonet, would reasonably exhibit a very different 
temper and demeanor. The gentleman himself, if 
it so pleased his fancy, might disport himself in 
tossing squils and firebrands about this hall; but 
those who are sifting upon a barrel of gunpowder, 
liable to be blown up by his dangerous ` missiles, 
could hardly be expected to be quite so calm and 
philosophic. ; 

The honorable gentleman claims great mert for 
ihe forbearance of himself and his friends, in hold- 
ing back their memorials, and presenting them all 
at once. Now, sir, for myself, I had much rather 
take the medicine in broken doses, than in so large 
and overpowering a potion. Gentlemen have gone 


| on, accumulating their petitions, day after day, and 
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now come forward and precipitate them upon us 
like anavalanche. If these papers were presented 
one by one, as they are received, in the ordinary 
course of business, and permitted to take their 
quiet course to that “ tomb. of the Capulets” which 


| the previous decisions of the Senate had prepared 


for them, I could find in my -philosophy fortitude 
encugh to bear it with patience.~ But when an en- 

tire day is set apart and consecrated to the, busi- 
ness of presenting these memorials, in a long drawn 
and solemn succession, there is something in such: 
a scenic parade which is well calculated to aggra- 
vate the annoyance to the sensibility of Southern 

men. Here we are, sitting day after day, among 
our brethren from the other States, perfectly uncon- 
scious of danger, while their desks are constantly 

filling with these combustible materials, and we 

know not the hour when we may be blown up by 

some great explosion. ` Permit me to say to honor- 

able gentleman. that there is something of precari- 

ousness and insecurity in this situation which is far 

from being comfortable. i 

The gentleman from Massachusetts has taken 

occasion also to say that he had expressed no 

opinion, in regard to slavery, which was not sanc- 

tioned by my own sentimenis. Now, sir, has the 

gentleman ever heard from me any thing to coun- 

tenance his broad and dangerous notions of inter- 


- ference with the subject of slavery in this District? 


As to the evil, or otherwise, of slavery in itself; as 
to the existence or non-existence of a power in this 
Government to interfere with it in the States; these 
are mere abstract questions leading to no practical 
consequences. The real and only practical ques- 
tion is as to the interference of Congress with the 
subject of slavery in this District. Here is the ful- 
erum on which the whole lever of abolition turns; 
and if you give a foothold here, it is virtually a sur- 
render of the whole ground. The surrender of this 
“vantage ground” to the abolitionists, if I have 
not misunderstocd the vote of the honorable 
Senator against rejecting the prayer of the pe- 
titioners during the last session of Congress, is pre- 
cisely what he has already done, and is prepared 
still to do. 

I must now (said Mr. R.) address a few observa- 
tions to the Senator from South Carolina, (Mr. Cal- 
houn,) in regard to the controversy he has thought 
fit to get up with me in regard to the merits of the 
institution of slavery. I may say, sir, without fear 
of contradiction, that no Senator has exhibited a 
more determined spirit to resist any interference 
with the subject of slavery than I have done. I 
deny wholly the power of this Government to act, 
in any manner whatever, on the subject, either here 
orin the States. I have been constantly ready to 
take the highest ground which has been propos 
ed by any Senator here for repelling this interfer- 
ence, by voting at once not to receive the petitions. 
But, sir, while Ihave been thus prepared.and de- 
termined to defend the constitutional rights and 
vital interests of the South at every hazard, I have 
not felt myself bound to conform my understanding 
and conscience to the standard of faith that has re- 
cently been set up by some gentleman in regard to 
the general question of slavery. I have not con- 
sidered ita part of my duty, as a representative 
from the South, to deny, as has been dene by this 
new school, the natural freedom and equality of 
man; to contend that slavery is a positive good; 
that it is inseparable from the condition of man; 
that it must exist, in some form or other, in every 
political community; and that it iseven an essen- 
tial ingredient in republican government. No, sir; 
I have not thought it necessary, in order to defend 
the rights and the institutions of the South, to at- 
tack the great principles which lie at the founda- 
tion of our political system, and to revert to the 
dogmas of Sir Robert Filmer, exploded a century 
anda half ago by the immortal works of Sidney 
and Locke. : 

This is a philosophy to which I have not yet be- 
come aconvert. It is sufficient for me to know 
that domestic slavery, whether an evil or not, was 
an institution existing at the time of the adoption 
of the Constitution; that it is recognised and sane- 
tified by that solemn instrument; that there is no 
right in this Government, or in. the other States, 


under any pretext whatever, to interfere with it; 
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that, inregard to the slaveholding States themselves, 

it was entailed upon them by a foreign and unnatu- 

ral jurisdiction, in opposition to their own wishes 

and remonstrances; that‘there is now no remedy 

for it, within the reach of any human agency, and, 

if there were, it must be originated and applied by 

those only who feel the evil; and that any interfer- 

ence with it by this Government, or the other States, 

would, in violating the most sacred guaranties of 
the Constitution, rend the Union itself asunder. In 

pursuing this course, I have the satisfaction of re- 

flecting that I follow the example of the greatest 

men and the purést patriots who have illustrated: 
the annals of our country—of the fathers of the 

Republie itself.. It never entered into their minds, 

while laying the foundations of this great and glo- 

rious fabric of free Government, to contend that 
domestic slavery was a positive good—a greal good. 

Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Marshall, the 

brightest names of my own State, are known to 

have lamented the existence of slavery as a mis- 
fortune and an evil to the country, and their thoughts 
were often anxiously, however unavailingly, ex- 
ercised in devising some scheme of safe and prac- 
tical relief, proceeding always, however, from the 

States which suffered the evil. Mr. Jefferson’s 

writings, from the ‘Notes on Virginia” to the 
latest emanations of his great and patriotic mind, 

are full of the, testimony he has borne on this ques- 
tion, in the most impressive language. 

In following such lights as these, I feel that I sin 
against no princple of republicanism, against no 
safeguard of Southern rights and Southern policy, 
when I frankly say, in answer to the interrogatory 
of the gentleman from South Carolina, that I do 
regard slavery as an evil—an evil not uncompen- 
sated, I know, by collateral effects of high value 
on the social and intellectual character of my 
countrymen; but still, in the eye of religion, phi- 
lanthrophy, and reason, an evil. But, evil as it 
may be, it is now indissolubly interwoven with the 
whole frame of our society; and, if remedy there 
be for it, that remedy can come from the hand of 
Omnipotence only. In the mean time, it is invio- 
lably protected by the sanctuary of the Constitution 
itself, and no attempt can be made to disturb it 
without aiming a parricidal blow at that instru- 
ment, which forms alike the security of the 
rights and liberties of the whole nation. In 
occupying ground like this, I feel that I rest on 
solid and tangible principles, the force and 
justice of which every mind must acknowledge. 
On the contrary, by putting the defence of South- 
ern rights on the abstract merits of slavery, as a 
positive good, as a natural and inevitable law of 
society, you shock the generous sentiments of hu- 
man nature, you go counter to the common sense 
of mankind, you outrage the spirit of the age, and 
alarm the minds, even of the most liberal and pa- 
triotic among our fellow-citizens of the other States, 
for those great fundamental truths on which our 
common political institutions repose. Unfavorable 
revulsions, only, in the public sentiment, can be 
expected from bold abstractions of this kind; and 
nothing, I verily believe, has given so strong an 
impulse to the cause of the abolitionists as the obso- 
lete and revolting theory of human rights and hu- 
man society, by which, of late, the institution of 
domestic slavery has been sustained and justified 
by some of its advocates in.a portion of the South. 
Sir, the true line of principle and policy is to stand 
upon the solemn guaranties of the Constitution, 
the impregnable position of our acknowledged and 
indisputable rights; and, in the name of those 
rights, and of the peace and harmony of the Union, 
I now call upon the patriotism of the Senate to 
apply the only quietus the subject admits, by laying 
the motion to receive these memorials on the table. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
CUTHBERT, WALL, RIVES, CALHOUN, and 
EWING. 


DEFERRED DEBATE. 
In Senars, Fripay, Fez. 9, 1837. 

Mr. CALHOUN; on. leave, introduced a bill to 
cede the public lands to the States in which they lie 
on certain conditions; and the bil having been 
read twice by general consent, 


Public Lands—Mr. Niles—Webster—Clay, 


Mr. ROBINSON moved to refer it to a select 
committee. He did so, because it was 4 measure 
important to. the new States, and the standing com- 
mittees were too much overburdened with business, 
to give to it}taht consideration$which he conceived 
was due to it. As a representative of. one of the 
States more immediately interested in it, he wished 
it to be sent to a select committee, inorder that the 
gentleman who introduced it might have an oppor- 
tunity of making a report, in which the subject 
would be fairly presented before the Senate, and the 
public at large. l 

Mr. WALKER said, that the bill, after due exa- 
mination, would not be found so objectionable as 
Senators representing the old States of the Union 
imagined. He did not feel the slightest disposition 
to do any injustice to the older members of the 
confederacy, nor did his constituents desire any ac- 
tion. He repeated, that after Senators should have 
bestowed upon the subject a calm and deliberate 
examination, the objections which they formerly 
entertained in regard to the principles which were. 
now incorporated in this bill, they would give it 
their support. He felt anxious thatan opportunity 
should be given the Senator from South Carolina 
of spreading his views before the Senate and the 
country, and he did hope that the motion of the Se- 
nator from Illinois would prevail. 

Mr. NILES believed that no good could result 
from a special report in this case, however able it 
might be, and ke therefore was opposed to a select 
committee. He believed that the further agitation 
of this subject at this time was calculated to do no 
good, and that the Senate had had enough of it, at 
least for the present. The question then before 
them was one of those unfortunate questions which 
had disturbed and divided the country; it was a 
sectional question, and they had had questions 
enough of this nature for some time past before 
them. They had been debating land bills, distri- 
bation bills, &c. to the exclusion of other important 
matters, and it was time to let the public mind set- 
tle down, before they revived them, again. The 
time would come, and it would come soon enough, 
when it might be proper to take up this or a simi- 
lar measure, and he would then: be prepared to 
meet it with a liberal spirit, and would be willing 
to go much further perhaps than the bill contemplat- 
ed; but in every aspect in which he could view the 
subject, he was convinced that it would be better 
to let it sleep for the present. This project struck 
him as being complicated and dangerous. It 
contemplated contracts and covenants with the 
new States, constituting them agents and brokers 
for this Government, and in the end making them 
debtors to an amount at present unknown. The 
land bill which must come up on its third 
reading to day, was an experiment yet to be tried. 
He admitted that he voted for it with much hesi- 
tation, and no small degree of fear and trembling; 
but he did so because he believed it would tend to 
lessen a great evil—an accumulation of too much 
revenue. Having made up his mind to give the 
bill he had just mentioned a trial, he was not dis- 
posed to add to it another experiment; and he was 
still less disposed to agitate and disturb the public 
mind by entertaining a question, the discussion of 
which could dono good, and which it was not proba- 
ble would lead to any practical result. If this matter 
was referred at af], it ought to be to the Committee 


! on Public Lands, the standing committee specially 


constituted for such objects, and the members of 
which having had the subject before them the 
whole winter, were better acquainted with it than 
were any other gentleman of that body. 

Mr. WEBSTER hoped that the bill would not 
be referred to a select committee. If that course 
was to be pursued, it would have the effect of in- 
ducing a belief, out of doors, that this measure was 
to receive the countenance of Congress.. He mov- 
ed a reconsideration of the motion ordering the 
bill to a second reading. 

Mr. CALHOUN expressed the hope that the mo- 
tion of the Senaior from Massachusetts would not pre- 
vail. ‘The subject was acknowledged, on all sides, 
to be one of great interest; it was a subject which 
every Senator must know must, sooner or later, 
press itself upon them, If the motion prevailed, 
and the question was made on the second reading, 
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it certainly would lead toa débate. _He-should de- 
sire to be fully heard, as would also the Senators: 
from the new States. It was indifferent to himin 
what manner he made his sentiments known, whe 
ther by a report from a select committee, or by a 
speech before that body; and he did think that’ at 
that late period of the session, it would economise 
time to let the bill go on in the ordinary way, and - 
to let a report come from a committee, À l 

Mr. BROWN said he should vote in favor of 
the motion of the Senator from Massachusetts, 
He was willing, as a member of that body, totake 
aay course which propriety would dictate, with 
regard fo a bill of such acknowledged magnitude 
as the present, involving, as it did, principles’ of 
the highest consequence. He considered the di-. 
rection proposed to be given io the bill as rather 
extraordinary and unusual. To adopt the course 
which Senators had been called upon to do, would 
naturally lead any one to suppose that there was 
some extraordinary merit in the bill. He was un- 
willing to do any act which was calculated to pro- 
duce an impression of that sort, and induce the 
people to believe that this Government intended, 
by one fell swoop, to surrénder the whole of the 
public lands to the new States. He would con- 
clude what he had to say by remarking that he 
should vote for the motion of the Senator from 
Massachusetts. 

Mr. CLAY wished to say but a few words on 
the subject, and yet he must state that his feelings 
really admonished him that he had better remain 
silent. Four or five years ago, contrary to his 
earnest desire, this subject of the public lands was 
forced upon him. With great labor he devised 
and presented to the Senate a scheme, fraught with 
equity to all the States; a scheme, according to 
which the object of the original cessions of these 
lands could be accomplished, and the proceeds ` 
equitably divided, allowing to the new States such 
addition as was called for by their increasing popu- 
lation, as well as other claims. That scheme re- . 
ceived the approbation of a majority of both 
Honses of Congress; yet it nevertheless was re- 
jected by the Chief Magistrate, though a large 
portion, if not a majority, of the people of the coun- 
try were in favor of it. He ever thought that one 
of the most sacred trusts that was confided to this 
Government, was the administration of these lands, 
and that to administer them wisely and justly, was 
the greatest service that public men could render to 
their country. He had labored for these objects, 
but he feared that he had labored in vain. Project 
after project had been brought forward, which 
were to wrest these lands from the common bene- 
fit of the whole, and to divert them to the benefit of 
speculators. He was equaily opposed to the pro- 
ject which would come up on its third reading that 
day, [the land bill,] and the projectnow presented 
by the Senator from South Carolina; both were 


| equally mischievous, and both went to divert the 


lands from the objects for which they were ceded. 
Although the project of the Committee of Public 
Lands proposed to reduce the land sales, yet it 
embodied in itself principles which, when carried 
out, would sweep off the entire public domain. 


| He supposed that the Senator from South Carolina, 


seeing the tendency of this measure,.as well as 
others of a similar character which preceded it, ” 
had introduced his proposition to free the Govern- 
ment at once from all further difficulties of the 


| kind; but he (Mr. C.) could not so willingly re- 


linquish this vast domain. 

He should oppose himself to every project, whe- 
ther it went for taking a part or the whole; and if 
it was not for the members from the new States, he 
should address himself to the Senate and implore 
them by every ccnsideration of love for conntry, of 
character and of reputation, to abstain from ap- 
peals to the interest of the new States from that 
party which may predominate. He would not say 
that Senators could be actuated by feelings of this 
kind; it would be unparliamentary for him to do 
so, and perhaps unjust. But he would ask, if the 
tendency of such appeals tothe new States by one 
party, was not to tempt the other to offer them stil} 
greater advantages. He appealed to the Senator 
from South Carolina, if he offered them higher and 
better boons than the party in power, if he would - 
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not risk'the imputation. of being actuated by party 
feeling; Wasit not inevitable, from. the nature of 
‘the subject; that whatever be. the motives, (and he 


attributed none) that if one party in this country 


made this:vast-and boundless domain the subject 
of action'‘for securing power, would it.not be the 
case that the-other ‘party, would do the same, and 
that-the. result:would be the utter sacrifice of that 
domain to the new States, which. ought to be the 
propertyof all} He would add. nothing. further. 
He trusted that the Senate would appreciate his 
motives, and: believe that he was actuated solely by 
feelings of justice both to the old States and the 
new. He repeated that he was equally opposed to 
the’ project of the Committee on Public Lands, and 
the project of the Senator. from South Carolina. 


Mr. CALHOUN observed that when he first took 
his seat in that body, he had done so with a fixed 
determination. to resist all abuses, of whatever na- 
ture and kind they might be, and wheresoever exist- 
ing. The. able Senator from Ohio last year had 
succeeded against all attempts to divert this public 
domain from its original and legitimate purposes, 
and he -had co-operated with them. to accomplish 
that desirable object. But since that time a great 
ehange in sentiment had taken place in this body 
on the subject, and if one might judge from what 
had occurred here within a few days past, it was 
obvious that the time had now arrived when Con- 
gress should take the alternative either of surren- 
dering up the public domain to speculation and po- 
litical control, or make some final disposition of it. 
If there was any doubt that we had arrived at 
the time, let gentlemen call to their recollection 
the declarations, made on this floor within the last 
two days, that the Senators from the new States 
ought not to agree to a cession of the public. lands; 
that they would get better terms hereafter; that, in 
a short time, they would have six additional Sena- 
tors here, and an increase of representatives in the 
other branch of Congress, and then they could 
dictate their own terms. Now this ought to satisfy 
every one that now was the time for some decisive 
step. It was from these solemn convictions, free 
from any other feeling whatsoever, that ihe period 
had at length come when some disposition ought to 
be made of the public lands. He had looked 
round and waited for some other gentleman 
to introduce a measure having that object in 
view; and it was not without the greatest 
reluctance that he had himself introduced this 
pill, And he must. say that he, in some degree, 
took it unkind of the Senator from Kentucky to 
make any analogy between a bill of this sort and 
the one he had himself brought forward several 
times. He could answer that honorable Senator 
. that whatever might be his own notions of duty, 
he could not be actuated by more sincere and pure 
motives than he (Mr. Calhoun) was in making the 
present effort. He had imposed upon himself a 
great and solemn duty, and had done so witha 
view to the welfare of his country. He desired to 
remove an evil of the most alarming character, 
for he looked upon the public lands as throwing too 
much power into the hands of the Government. 
That power had a tendency to centralism—was 
overwhelming, and fraught with danger to our in- 
stitutions. 


The control over the public domain, he repeated, 
had a tendency to give unbounded power to this 
Government, which at present possessed the power 
of controlling at least eight States of the Union, 
and which any administration might use if 
they thought proper. Those States that have pub- 

_lic lands were in a state of vassalage, in some de- 
gree, to this Government. Congress might be con- 
sidered as the great landlord over them. Could 
any man doubt how the power in reference to the 


public lands ts exercised? Could any man doubt . 


how it has been exercised? The evi] must grow, and 
continue to grow, until Congress would be obliged 
to apply a remedy, or sink under its overwhelming 
and absorbing influence. It was in vainfor Sena- 
tors.from the new States to try to act on subjects 
which touched the public lands, like those from 
the old States, because the interest felt by their con- 


stituents in the lands, and which could not but be, 


in some degree, also entertained by the Senais 
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themselves. Their situation was, indeed, a pecu- 
liar one. >- Ei Oe ead, 

He would now put it to the bosom of. every Se- 
nator—the gentleman. from Kentucky, as well as 
every other—whether any consideration as to these 
lands was to be compared, for a moment, to the 
great advantages of putting those Senators on the - 
same footing as Senators from the old States. He 
should look upon. this or any other measure, which 
would have the effect to liberate them from the cen- 
tral action of this Government, with delight, and as 
a great blessing conferred upon them. -He had de- 
termined—seeing no one else disposed to do so—to 
bring forward this pill; and in doing so he had on- 
ly performed his duty. Ifhe knew his own heart, 
he would not turn on his heel to catch, or court po- 
pularity. No; he had been influenced by no such 
motive. He looked higher. He regarded the good 
that was to result to the Government and to the 
country from the passage of this bill; for he be- 
lieved that a greater blessing could not be rendered 
to the whole Union than to withdraw. the public 
domain from the control of the Government. 
If that were done, the western Senators would be 
put on the same footing as others, from Virginia or 
elsewhere, and be uncontrolled in their action here. 
Mr. ©. after making a few explanatory remarks as 
to the provisions of the bill, concluded by declaring 
that should it have the good fortune to receive the 
countenance of the Senate, there was not a provi- 
sion which he. would not insert, which Senators 
from the western States might think necessary- to 
perfect the measure. 

The CHAIR decided that the motion of Mr. 
WEBSTER could not be received, the bill having 
been read the second time, and the quesiion being 
that of reference to a select committee. 

Mr. ROBINSON said, that by way of opening 
the discussion, and allowing the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts to take the sense of the Senate on the 
second reading, he would withdraw his motion of 
reference, 

Mr. WEBSTER then moved that the vote on 
ordering the bill to a second reading, be recon- 
sidered. His object was to take the sense of the 
Senate at once in relation to the principles of this 
bill, that the public expectation might not be excited 
by the Senate entertaining a project which he 
believed could not become a law. 

Mr. CALHOUN submitted to the Senator from 
Massachusetts whether it would not be better to let 
this bill take the ordinary couse. The subjeqt was 
of sufficient magnitude for a report from a commit- 
tee; and the gentleman need not be afraid but what 
was said on one side in its favor, would be fully 
met on the other. He was willing that itshould go 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 7 

Mr. WEBSTER’S objection to the course of the 
Senator from South Carolina was, that it was too 
advanced a period of the session to send this bill to 
a select committee, because a favorable report 
would come from it, and go to the country as the 
opinions of a majority of the Senate; and he did not 
wish it to be believed that the majority would 
sanction the principles of this bill, unless it was dis- 
tinctly ascertained that such was the fact. It was 
not expected that this would go to the committee as 
an ordinary measure. It was of some magnitude, 
and would strike the country as a gery extraordi- 
nary measure. 

After some remarks from Mr. BENTON, - 

Mr. HUBBARD said, that it was for the reason 
that there was so much public and private business 
now on the calendar, of high importance to the na- 
tion, and of deep interest to individuals, requiring 
the action of the Senate, that he was opposed— 
unqualifiedly opposed—to the. consideration of the 
bill presented this morning by the Senator from 
South Carolina. He might ask, why was this sub- 
ject brenght to the notice of the Senate at this pe- 
riod of its session? Why has not the Senator from 
Carolina seen fit to introduce.this measure before? 
Why did he not bring it forward at an early day, 
as a substitute for the bill which has received so 
much of the attention of the Senate, and which has 
so recently been ordered to a third reading? Cer- 
tainly there can be no occasion for passing that 
bill, if this hill, now offered to the Senate, is 
te find favor, If the publie demain js te he 
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ceded at once to the respective States in which 
it is located, there can be no propriety or fitness in 
any further ‘action upon the bill which .has 
engrossed so much of the consideration of the Sen- 
ate since the commencement of the session. It is 
for the reason that the Senate has well matured 
that measure—has made it acceptable to the ma-- 
jority of its merhbers—that, in all probability, no 
further discussion will be had upon it—that no 
further opposition will be made to it—that it must 
soon receive the favorable and the final action of 
this body—-that he was unwilling to have another, 
a different, and a distinct propositition with re- 
ference to the public lands presented to the Senate, 
when only the short period of three weeks remains 
before this Congress must close its labors. He 
could assure the friends of the Jand pill now or- 
dered to a third reading, that the bill of the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina must and will, in his 
judgment, embarrass if not prevent its final passage. 
He would then unhesitatingly advise the friends of 
that measure to permit this bill to remain without 
any further action. In his opinion a proper regard 
to the present state of the public business requires 
that there should be no further agitation here in re- 
lation to the public lands. Every Senator conver- 
sant with the amount of business upon the docket, 
indispensably requiring the immediate consideration 
of Congress, cannot, he believed, feel ready and 
willing now to enter upon this bill. No Senator 
can for a moment doubt, that whenever this subject 
is presented, it must and it will be debated, at every 
point. The very charactgr of the measure is cal- 
culated to agitate the country, and must elicit a 
protracted discussion here. 


He was then utterly opposed at this time to the 
consideration of the bill offered by the Senator from 
South Carolina. As a friend to the bill reported by 
the Committee on Public Lands he was opposed to 
it. And knowing, as he well did, the state of the 
calendar, he was opposed to any further notice of 
this bill; and, before he set down, he mtended to 
move to lay the motion, made by the Senator from 
Massachusetts, on the table; which, if adopted, 
would lay also upon the table the bill offered by the 
Senator from South Carolina; and there he was wil- 
ling it should rest until the commencement of 
another session. | á 


The Senator from Missonri had said, that. the 
time would come when the Government would cede 
the public lands to the respective States in which 
the lands are situated. That time may come; and, 
for one, he had full confidence in the justice of the 
country; and whenever public policy required the 
session of the publiclands to the new States, he had 
no doubt it would be done by the Government upon 
such just and equitable terms as would be acceptable 
both to the old and to the new States. But that 
time has not yet arrived. The public. mind has’ 
not, as yet, been directed to this matter. There 
was no ground of public policy, or of general: expe- 
diency, which at this particular time recommended 
the measure to the favorable consideration of. the 
people. Enough has been donc; the bill has. been 
brought forward; it has been received and read, 
and will be printed. ‘There let the matter rest. 
The public attention will necessarily be drawn to 
this subject, and all has been done that ought to be 
done. The action. of Congress should follow the 
lead of public sentiment. 

Upon the all-important subject of the public 
domain—a subject in which the people of the 
whole country are-interested—there should be no 
proceeding here tending to control the course of 
public opinion. Let the people come forward and 
express their wishes and their wants in relation to- 
this matter; then, and not till then, ought Congress 
to act. He was then, on every view of this sub- 
ject, opposed to any further proceeding at this time 
upon the bill offered by the Senator from South - 
Carolina. He was of opinion that evil, rather than 
good to the cause of the new States, would be the 
effect of any premature action upon this subject on 
the part of Congress. He would, therefore, let it 
rest; and, in order to test the opinion of the Senate 
at once, he would now move to lay the motion of « 
the Senator from Massachusetts.on the table. 


Mr, He withdrew his motion at the request of 
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Mr. Webster, who expressed a wish to submit 
some remarks. `. 

The question was then taken on the reconsidera- 
tion, and. it was carried—yeas 29, nays 22, as be- 
fore published in the Senate proceedings. 


DEFERRED DEBATE. 
In Senate, Fesruary 11, 1837, 


` The bill to cede the public lands to the States in 
which they lie, was taken up, the question being on 
its second reading. ` 

Mr. HUBBARD ‘hoped the bill would not Be 
considered at this time. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, on whose motion a reconsideration of 
the vote on the seeond reading of the bill had been 
ordered, was not then in his place, and he hoped it 
would be postponed ai least until he was in his 
place. He had great objections to any further ac- 
tion on this bill at this advanced period of the ses- 
sion. - 
[Mr: Husgarp’s remarks will be given more at 
length hereafter.] 

‘Mr. NORVELL hoped that this bill would be 
perme to take the usual course. It appeared to 

im, that a measure involving so many important 
considerations, was at least entitled to a reference 
and consideration by one of the standing commit- 


tees. 
© Mr. WEBSTER rose and said, that in what he 
had to say on this subject he should be very brief, as 
it was to be disposed of that day. He had gone 
along with the Senator from South Carolina in op- 
positition to the bill which had just passed the Se- 
nate, {the Land Bill] and which he had hoped 
“would not receive the sanction of this body. In 
this, however, he had been disappointed, for so far 
as the sense of the Senate was concerned, the bill 
would become a law. : 

But the leading motive; it would appear, which 
had.induced the honorable Senator to present his 
bill at this time, was that the land bill had passed, 
however objectionable might be its provisions. 
‘With the general features of that bill, he (Mr. W.) 
had very great fault to find. The principal feature 
of the bill was nothing less than a clear, plain pal- 
pable monopoly. It was a bill to confer a benefit 
upon the few at the expense of the many. The 
pill had not, as yet, become alaw. Considering 
the small majority by which it passed; considering 

- the reluctance with which many gentlemen voted 
for it; and considering that the feeling by which 
they were actuated would have more weight else- 
where, it was probable that the bill would not be- 
come alaw. And if it should, it was to bein ope- 
ration for a limited time only, and if found not to 
meet the public judgment, Congress would be called 
upon to do something which would be better calcu- 
Jated to give general satisfaction. : 

‘With regard to the present proposition he would 
say there were only one or two lights in which it 
could be viewed. The object was to cede the lands 


upon certain terms, and to divest the Government. 


of all control over them. Now, he would ask, 
where was the power to make this grant? If we 
looked upon it as a cession for the benefit of the 
States in which the lands lie; if it was a gratuitous 
grant, in any degree, where was the power obtain- 
ed to authorize Congress to give away the public 
domain? Well, the answer to this question might 
be, that the proposition was not to make a gift of it, 
as certain returns were to be made to Congress by 
the new States. Now, by the Constitution of the 
country, the trust, the management, the disposition 
of the public lands was conferred on Congress, 
and he would ask, was it possible that any man 
could maintain the proposition that, as they were 
placed"in their hands, as belonging to the whole 

. peopte of the United States, they could transfer the 
general disposition of them? 

It appeared to him that. they might just as well 
éntertain this proposition as one to farm out the cus- 
tom-house in New York on certain terms. Nor, 
did he know that Congress had any more authority 
to give away these lands, than the proceeds of a 
_eustom-house on particular stipulations: nor could 
‘they surrender the control of it any more than they 
conid assign. to others the power of collecting the 
revenue of the custom-house in Boston, or else- 


APPENDIX TO "THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
l Public Lands—Mr. Hubbard—Webster— Sevier. x : 


where. He saw, therefore, objections: insurmoun- 
table, whether they assumed the shape of a gratui- 
tows cession, or a trust. In either case, it transcend- 
ed the power of Congress. What was the real duty 
of Congress? It was to make the public lands a 


common fund for the benefit of the whole people of - 


the Union. The great object was to seH it gra- 


dually. And while it was in a state of ownership, 


he had always held that Congress might make it 
more valuable by the creation of roads, canals, and 


other improvements of that sort. He had felt no 


difficulty, therefore, in supporting grants to accom- 
plish these. objects, because it was a very efficient 
mode of increasing the value of the public domain. 


‘The duty of the Government, as he had just re- ` 


marked, was to dispose of it; but that must be done 
in the simplest and most unembarrassed form. 
And, whatsoever embarrassed the title, what- 
soever embarrassed the conditions, and what- 
soever had a tendency to create dissension in 
regard to the purchase of lands lying within the ju- 
risdiction of the new States, should be cautiously 
avoided. Now the Senate had heard much relative 
to the thraldom under which the new States were; 
of their being subjected to another legisldtionyof 
the condition of individuals who could not get a 
little act passed without coming to Congress. He 
wished to say, that so far as respects the equality 
of footing upon which the new States stood .to the 
old, he saw no reason to impute inferiority. He 
maintained that nothing had been done by Congress 
which encroached on the sovereign power of the 
new States. The General Government exercised 
no legislation over the land lying in a State, except 
so far as that State had agreed to it. No power 
was now exercised by the Government over the new 
States which had not been exercised over the old. 

And as to the proposition under consideration, 
supposing that Congress sold the public lands upon 
a long list of conditions, a long list of terms, how 
long would it be before the new States would come 
here, and ask for a modification of those terms? 
Did the gentleman expect that, by any system of 
this kind to accomplish perfect unanimity of feel- 
ing and harmony between the new and old States? 
He (Mr. Webster) saw no difference of feeling on 
the subject existing between them; andif there was 
any difference, why, he thought it would show it- 
self. Arguing against the practicability of ccding 
the lands, he observed, that he did not mean to say 
that the time would not come when Congress 
should sell some of the residuary lands to a State, 
and when that time came, it must be a direct sale, 
in his opinion, and not a conveyance im trust. 
And he did verily believe that it would by no 
means promote the interests of the new States them~- 
selves to enter upon the career proposed; and he 
spoke it*with great deference to honorable Senators 
who might be supposed to understand their own 
interests better than he could possibly do. He 
contended that it was the most exciting, embarrass- 
ing, and irritating thing that could be conceived 
for a new State, a small State, for instance, like 
Michigan, to be troubled with the management of 
a vast quantity of land. 

He objected to the bill, not only on constitution- 
al grounds, but those of expediency also. He en- 
tertained the opinion that any system of selling 
lands, and confining the sales to actual settlers, 
brought on mischief, an interference between the 
legislation of Congress and the States. 

With respect to lands in the hands of the Govern- 
ment, there was no objection to a slow and rea- 
sonable graduation. He did not mean to say that 
all land must be of the same value. The lapse of 
time would raise its value. The principle of gradu- 
tion, he believed of no. importance at all in the 
northwestern part of the country,—for it might be 
said there was no land which could not shortly re- 
alize the value fixed by Congress. 

As to the taxing power, he confessed that he had 
no objection that lands the moment they should 
pass out of the hands of the Government should 
be subject to taxation by the respective States in 
which they may lie. 

Adverting to the land biil, just passed, he re- 
marked that nothing but the pre-emption clause 
saved it, and that the system of pre-emption, to a 


| certain extent, had a-tendéney to demoralize a 


| State. For hisown part, he would rather}: 
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once; 
than grant.a prospective pre-emption; see a provi- 
sion inserted in the bill, that whosoever shall. take 
the character of a settler of any surveyed lands. of . 
the United States, shall be entitled to a donation. of 
eighty acres of land. Congress had the power. of 
making donations, and he would prefer seeing all 
the pre-emption rights turned into them; for: making 
donations was far more reasonable, and-had a 
greater tendency to produce moral habits-and.good 
order among society, than any pre-emption. system 
that could be adopted. . : 

The whole foundation of the present.proposition 
was, that there was not sufficient impartiality and 
care exercised on the part of the Government,.in 
carrying on the land system.. He, however, was 
not prepared to surrender it under any idea that. it 
could not be administered as it had. been hitherto. 
He concluded by remarking. that Congress had no 
more power to transfer a trust, than to cede the 
public lands. He hoped that no further agitation 
would take place on the subject, the country being 
unprepared for it. Indeed, he knew the proposi- 
tion would strike the people generally, asit did him, 
as sudden, unnecessary, and leading. to a policy 
which neither Congress nor the Constitution would 
authorize to be adopted. ; 

Mr. SEVIER in rising, had no idea of saying 
any thing in regard to the merits of the bill before 
them. He was not prepared to discuss this impor- 
tant subject then as it ought to be, and therefore 
should not attempt it; but he could not forbear. èx- 
pressing his astonishment, that a proposition of: this 
description, and one too in which nine of the soye- 
reign States of this Union. had so deep an interest, 
should not be deemed worthy of the ordinary refer- 
ence io a committee. That proposition said Mr. S. 
in which you [referring to Mr. King of Ala. presi- 
dent pro tem.} and I sir, and every western man, 
well know is so interesting to the section of country 
we represent, is to be summarily and unceremoni- 
ously disposed of without a hearing, and_his.asto- 
nishment at this want of courtesy was somewhat 
heightened when he reflected, that they -had.refused 
even to print the bill. What was in this billMr. 
S. asked. Was there treason in it? If so, publish 
it and let us see it. Can you not give this bill to 
the public, to Jet them look at it, examine it for 
themsclves, and judge of its contents. The people, 
said Mr. S. do not know what is in it; what we are 
driving at, nor what the measure is to lead to. 
Publish it then, and if we are wrong, if our propo- 
sitions are unconstitutional, or unjust or inexpe~ 
dient, let the people see the bill and find it out. We 
are are arational people, said Mr. S. and easy to be 
convinced by presenting the truth to us. 

He knew how totally incompetent..he. was to 
combat with the Senator from Massachusetts. on 
constitutional points, and therefore he should. not 
attempt it; but as the gentleman had contended that 
Congress could not. constitutionally pass this bill, 
he would read a clause of the Constitution to show, 
that if Congress possessed any power at all, it was 
over the public lands. Mr.8. then read the fol- 
lowing: 

t Congress shall have power to dispose. of, and 
make all needful rules and regulations respecting 
the territory, or other property belonging to the 
United States.” 

Could any thing be more plain than this clause? 
He knew that the Senator from Massachusetts con- 
strued the Constitution very liberally, and there- 
fore it was impossible for him to imagine how the 
gentleman could see any constitutional objections 
to this measure. The bill provided that the States 
should survey and sell these lands precisely as the 
United States now does. There was to be no 
change, either in the mode of surveying. or selling 
the lands; but Congress would cease to be the-loeal 
legislature of the new States, and thus save a great 
deal of trouble, bothto itself and them. The States 
would have too great an interest in the property 
ceded to them, not to manage it with care and 
prudence. They would graduate the priceof the 
lands, only when it ought to be done; and:sell only 
in proportion to the demands of. increasing wealth 
and . populaticn. Both these matters would be re- 
gulated by the public interest. He was glad to 

-hear the Senator from Massachusetts repeat the 
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= ‘doctrines advanced by him some years ago on the 


‘subjects of ‘graduation, and encouragement to ac- | 


tual settlers, and he was so well pleased with the 
‘geftleman’s remarks on those points, that hé for 
‘one ‘would vote to place him on the select commit- 
tee, if such a one, as he‘hoped it would be, should 
‘be appointed to consider, this bill, in order that he 
might have an opportunity of carrying out his doc- 
trines. The gentleman ‘said that he did not enter- 
tain: any objections to. the making of donations of 
‘ands for school purposes, or to a road or canal 
company. .Now, where-was the difference between 
:making a donation - to a canal company, and mak- 
ing it to a State? In both cases it was a donation, 
and Congress possessed as much the right to make 
it in the one as the other. But he did not (Mr. S. 
said) intend to discuss this subject now, he only 
rose fo express the hope that this bill might be re- 
ferred to a committee and reported on. When it 
came up on its merits, he should be prepared to 
discuss it; at present all he wanted was the refer- 
ence and printing of the bill. 
_ Mr. WALKER remarked, that while the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts was found on a fomer oc- 
casion advocating the right to present abolition peti- 
tions, and desirous of having an elaborate report in 
relation to them, he was found on this throwing every 
embarrassment in the way to defeat the important 
interests, not only of eight or nine States, but of 
the whole confederacy. He (Mr. Webster) asked 
Senators to purse a course, in the present instance, 
more disrespectful than the one suggested in regard 
to the abolition petitions. He had said that if the 
public mind. could be put right at all, it would be 
by the reports of committees. Now, he wished 
. to see whether a majority of the Senate would con- 
. cur in the opinion which the honorable Senator 
from Massachusetts had expressed. He wished to 
see whether they were prepared by their votes to 
say that Senators favorable to the proposition should 
‘not have the poor privilege of a reference to xcom» 
mittee, in order that they might have a report 
thereon. 

Why should this proposition be treated in a dif- 
ferent manner from any other? -He had heard no 
reason for the adoption of such a course, and he 
thought that none could be given. The present 
Chief Magistrate himself, in 1832, had recom- 
mended a cession of the public lands to the new 

States. Were the people alarmed? Not at all. 
One of the ablest speeches ever delivered by the 
President-elect was on this very subject, and he was 
favorable to a cession. And if we looked back to 
the debates of 1828, then some of the most distin- 


guished sons of the South had warmly and ardent- | 


ly, although respectfully, advocated a cession of 
the lands. He could not think that the public 
mind would be alarmed at the measure. What 
was proposed in this bill? A sale upon terms of 
the lands within the States in which they are situ- 
ate. Itdid not create a trustee; it was an abso- 
lute sale—a sale for a consideration. 

The title must remain, after this bill passed, in 
the Government of the United States. But the biil 
contained a proposition making the cession upon 
payment; and he could not refrain from expressing 
his surprise and astonishment that the Senator from 
Massachusetts, (Mr. Webster) distinguished for 
his liberal and latitudinarian construction of the 
Constitution, should make objections in reference 
to the terms of the bill. The Senator admitted 
that land might be sold to an individual on these 
terms; then; why not sell to a State? He admitted, 
too, that Congress could make a donation of eighty 
acres to a few individuals. On the same princi- 

. ple, they could make a donation of a million of 
acres to one or more persons. And’ yet, said the 
Senator, “you cannot sell the lands lying within 
their limits to the new States.” He (Mr. W +) Be- 

` lieved that that argument would be found to be un- 
tenable; and if there was a constitutional objection 
in the way, the gentleman from Massachusetts him- 
self was the author of it. But the Senate had been 
told that alarming evils were to follow this mea- 
sure; that Congress could dispose of the public 
lands in a much better manner. 

Could the constituents of the Senator from Mas- 


sachusetts, or those of any other Senator, living as | 


distant as he, at a distance of 2,000 miles from the 


> 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
Public Lands—Mr. Walker—Niles—Robinson— Southard. 


new States, be apprised: of what was best for the 
people of the west? They could not. Mr. W. 
argued that the new States ought to be put on the 
same footing as the old; and he contended, there- 
fore, that the lands ought to be ceded to them. 
Was there any reason. why, if it could be done, the 
new States should not have the power of legislating 
in ‘regard to, and of.purchasing, the public lands as 
the old States have? He could see none. 

With respect: to the provisions of this bill, the 
Senator from Massachusetts had said that difficul- 
ties would arise between the new States and Con- 
gress in respect to them; that the new States would 


prove faithless, and would violate the conditions. - 


Mr. W. felt certain that they would do no’ such 
thing, for there was a clause in the bill revoking the 
grant, if any of the acts of cession should be vio- 


lated. And not only were they revoked, but the. 


title was rendered utterly null and void. : 

He next adverted to some of the consequences 
that would result, if the cession should take place. 
The time now spent by Congress in granting rights 
of pre-emption to individuals would be saved. 
That reason alone was a powerful one to induce the 
passage of the bill, without taking into . considera- 
tion the enormous saving that would accrue to the 
Government by abolishing a great number of offi- 


` ces, which, under the new state of things, would be 


unnecessary. 

Tf the cession could be made (and he. would not, 
so help him Heaven, vote for it unless it was just) 
the most happy consequences would follow from it. 
The people of the new States were placed from 
year to year, in the condition of mendicants; their 
Senators here were calling upon Congress to do 
justice to their constituents. Titles, instead of ema- 
nating from the local authorities, were obtained 
some thousands of miles off. Individuals had to 
come all the way to Washington, and remain here 
some time, and were put to a very heavy expense 
in so doing, in order merely to get their titles amend- 
ed. As the sales of the lands increased, so would 
the difficulties also. It was, under every aspect in 
which the matter could be viewed, very natural that 
the people of the new States should wish to be put 
on the same footing as the old. 

Mr. NILES, after a few remarks, observed that 
a proposition was made by the Senator from Mis- 
Sissippi, on the passage of the land bill to change 
its title, and call it a bill to arrest the monopolies 
of the public lands; now he thought that with 
more reason this bill might be called a bill to mo- 
nopolise the time of the Senate for the remainder of 
the session. Now do gentlemen of the West 


. (asked Mr, N.) think it reasonable that we should 


spend the short time of the session yet remaining, 
(only 17 working days) on the business of the pub 

lic lands, when that same subject has alréady taken 
up six or seven weeks almost to the exclusion of 
every thing else. Gentlemen surely ought to see 
how unreasonable this was, and to suffer this sub- 
-ject to lie on the table, and proceed to something of 
more importance. It would seem from the remarks 
of some gentlemen that there was a crisis in our 


affairs, and that there was about to be a secession, 


of the western States, unless there was something 
done with regard to the public lands to meet their 
demands. What then, he would ask, was there 
from that section of country, which caused this 
measure to beso earnestly pressed on: Congress? 
Were there any petitions or memorials, er had 
public meetings been called on the subject?’ Not 
so. This measure was the voluntary act of an in- 
divividual member of the Senate, and one too who 
did not represent any one of the new States; and 
though it was loudly hailed by the: western mem- 
bers, nothing was presented from the people they 
represented to support it. He did not mean to 
call in question the motives of the gentleman who 
introduced the bill. His object was no doubt libe- 
ral and patriotic; but it appeared that he was so 
entirely opposed to the land bill. which had just 
passed, and looked upon it as so mischievous in 
its tendency, that he brought forward the present 
measure, in order to divest the United States at 
once of an interest which, in his opinion, was so 
lable toabuse. The manner in which this subject 
was now pressed, had caused him to look back to 
a period when Congress was operated on by an ex- 
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traordinary pressure. He alluded to the time when 
the act in regard to the funding system was pend- 
ing, and when the eastern States threatened a se- 
cession unless it was adopted. The eastern 
States carried their point, and from that time to this, 
Congress had always acted under an irresistible 
pressure. 

Mr. 8. said, that this was not a proper time to act 
on this subject; it Was premature, and therefore in- 
expedient. If, said he, public sentiment exists in 
the new States, as it-is represented to be, they will 
before long present the subject to the consideration 
ef Congress; and when they did come forward and 
demand a hearing, far beit from him to deny it to 
them. He was willing to give them a full hearing 


` when they came forward of themselves; but he could 


not agree that it was proper in Congress to create 
public feeling. This was tried in 1834, when the 
panic season was broughton, and they had all seen 
the results. It was time for Congress to act when 
public sentiment took the lead; but it never could 
be right for Congress to direct it. One great ob- 
jection he had to this measure was, that the land 
bill just passed had not yet been tried. It was true 
it was but an experiment, but having voted for one 
experiment it seemed to him unreasonable to vote 
for another till that one was tried. He should 
therefore vote not only against the second reading 


` ofthe bill, but against its reference.’ 


Mr. ROBINSON did not see any direct connec- 
tion between the bill that had been passed and the 
one then before them. He voted for this land bill 
with more reluctance than he ever voted for any 
mezsure in his life, though it came from his friends. 
This bill, however, he looked upon in entirely a 
different light. It was not a temporary measure, 
like the land bill, but one in which the new States 
felt the deepest interest, and which promised them 
the mest lasting benefits. We view it, said Mr. R. 
as astruggle in which money is the object on your 
part, and sovereignty and independence that on 
ours. Thus circumstanced, what, said he, do we 
ask? Only that this subject may be laid before 
the people of the United States, and-not that it may 
be acted on at this session, but that it may be ma- 
turely considered and prepared for action on it at 
the next. Now, why did gentlemen object to these 
simple and reasonable propositions?:. Were. they 
afraid of the truth? -Let the report on this measure 
go to the people, and abide by their decision; but 
do not, said Mr. R. muzzle us, and prevent us from 
explaining what our object is, and how we propose 
to accomplish it. With regard to this bill, he was 
highly gratified that it should come from the quar- 
ter it did. We of the new States, said he, might 
propose such a measure, and make speech upon 
speech upon it, and year after year, without suc- 
cess; but coming, as this bill did, from a member 
from one of the old States, and therefore from a 
disinterested source, he indulged the most flattering 
hopes of its ultimate success. On the. part of the 
new States he begged leave to express his most 
heartfelt thanks to the gentleman who had brought 
forward this measure, promising them such impor- 
tant advantages. It was worthy of the occasion, 
and worthy of the man, and he was entitled to the 
lasting gratitude of the West. 

Mr. SOUTHARD said, that if the minds of 
Senators: were made up on the subject, they were 
prepared to vote now as well as at any future pe- 
riod. It was not a new question; it had been agi- 
tated at former times; but it was a new question so 
far as the opinions of Senators from the new States 
were to be regarded. He did not wish that the 
subject should be agitated now, and in saying this, 


-he did not mean any disrespect to the Senators 


from the new States. The Senate had been told 
that the people of the new States had asked a, hear- 
ing. When did they? He was not aware of the 
fact, not having seen any paper in which they 
asked Congress to cede the public lands. 

[My. Watxer. We have several memorials 
before the Committee on Public Lands. . 

Mr. Souruarp. It may be so; I was not aware 
of it. 

Mr. Warger. There are memorials from the 
Legislatures of Arkansas and Missouri, asking a 
cession of lands within their limits.] : 

Mr. SOUTHARD said, he was under the impres- 
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sion that the prayer of the memorials would be | 


found not to go to the extent of asking what: the 
bill contemplated, but merely a special cession, 
Adverting to the provisions of the bill, he contended 
that Congress having once ceded. the lands, would 
not have the power of compelling the new States to 
fulfil the terms under which they received them. He 
argued that Congress did not possess the power to cede 
the lands, that it would be a violation of the grant 
by which they were bound to preserve the public 
domain for the benefit of the whole Union. - He 
concluded by saying, that he should vote against 
the second, reading of the bill. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed, that one of the `rea- 
sons assigned against reading the bill a second time, 
was thatit would prevent agitation. The subject 
had been already agitated, and he for one, so long 
as he should have a seat on that floor, would conti- 
nue to agitate it, until public attention should be 
thoroughly aroused. He contended that this at- 
tempt to prevent the bill from being again read and 
referred, would only cause the subject to be the 
more deeply agitated. The provisions and princi- 
pies of the bili could not be so well tested as if sent 
to a committee, where they wovld be deliberately 
examined. They would then make a report on 
the bill, which would go outto the country, and 
the people would have an opportunity of forming a 
deliberate judgment respecting it, and. the cffect 
might be to convince the new States themselves 
that the measure was wrong, and if so, an early 

‘termination would be put to it. Then, why should 
this not be done? He felt a profound regret that 
Senators did not think fit to permit the bil to take 
the usual course. He had not risen for the pur- 
pose of advancing a new argument, but merely to 


reply to the Senator from Massachusett’s constitu- 


tional objections, If it were necessary, he could 
at least present an argument ad hominem. 

If Congress possessed to right to make donations 
to individuals of eighty acres of land, as. was re- 
marked by the Senator from Mississippi, (Mr. 
‘Walker,) had they not equally, on the same princi- 
ple, the power to make donations of hundreds, or 
one hundred thousand? If there were any distinc- 
tion, he (Mr. C.) was not able to see it. Congress 
had a right, as was said by the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, to make donations to States for certain 
purposes. Now, if they could make a donation for 
any purpose—for a deaf and dumb asylum—for an 
infirmary, or for any purpose whatever, he would ask 
why not make a gift of the public lands? He re- 

- peated that if there was a distinction, he, for one, 
was incapable of perceiving it. 

The Senator from Massachusetts had said Con- 

- gress had no right to give up the trust delegated to 
them. The object of the bill was to make a sale, 
and not a trust. It was a series of conditions of 
sale, which were intended to be beneficial to the 

. new States as well as to the old; and the question 

- was, “Can you make a sale of the public lands?” 
Congress could dispose of lands to individuals: then 
why not to a State? [fthey could make an absolute 
sale, could not they make a conditional sale? That 
was the simple question. If they could not, then all 
he could say was, that he did not understand the 
argument. He must say that if he ever did enter- 
tain any constitutional scruples on the subject, the 
Senator’s argument had satisfied him that there was 
none. He knew that the gentleman was capable of 
presenting (if there were any) objections in the 
strongest possible light; but he had not succeeded in 
convincing him (Mr. Calhoun) that there was any. 
But the Senator had said that the grounds upon 
which he (Mr. C.) had put his bill at this time 
was the passage of the land bill, objectionable as 
it was, and which he (Mr. Webster) said might 

_ hot yet become a law. Now that was not so: he 
did not place the bill upon the naked fact of the 
land bill having passed this body. It was the 
character of the bill which had satisfied his mind 
that we had reached the time when something 
must be done on the subject. He would not cha- 
racterize the bill, for he had already expressed his 
‘opinions on it. . He asked whether every Senator 
opposed to the administration had not opposed the 
land bill? Did gentlemen not see there were pol- 
tical causes in operation? The time had arrived 


when the corrupt tendency.of such bills should | 
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‘cease, and which was controlling, to a certain ex- 


tent, the action of Senators on that floor. Tt was 
these indications which: induced him to introduce 
this bill. : 

But the Senator from Massachusetts said that 
what he (Mr. C.) proposed to effect, could scarcely 
be effected by this measure, or rather that the 
evil did not exist; that the present condition of 
things did not affect the sovereignty of the new 
States, or that they are in a state of vassalage. 
He admitted that this was a strong term, and he 
had used it in the heat of debate. He begged gen- 
tlemen to look at the fact. Could any thing be 
more local than the territory of a State? And was 
there no small state of dependency in a people be- 
ing obliged to come here from a distance of eight 
hundred or a thousand mules? 

He would ask the Senator from Massachusetts, 
whether this was not giving the General Govern- 
ment an unreasonable control over the new States? 
Their officers were diffused every where, creating a 
state of dependence, which did not exist in the 
other States of the Union. People were obliged to 
come here, session after session, to get what they 
claimed to be just. Ifthe control at present exer- 

ised by the General Government was not incon- 
sistent with the sovereignty of a State, it was at 
least a derogation. i 

The Senator remarked, that this bill would not 
stop agitation, and that the new States would come 
here before long, and ask that the conditions should 
be altered. He (Mr. Calhoun) did not think it im- 
probable that they would do that, but it would pro- 
bably be eight or ten years first, andin the mean- 
time our councils would be free from the control 
under which it at present suffered,. and from politi- 
cal agitation, growing out of the discussion of ques- 


‘tions connected with the public lands. 


And, if at the end of that time, any of these con- 
ditions should be found burdensome, it would re- 
main for those who might be here, to apply the 
proper remedy. But, the Senator argued that the 
bill would prove of no benefit to the new States; 
that they were small in population, and would be 
subject to agitation themselves,.and might not ful- 
fil the conditions of this bill, The bill, however, 
provided certain restrictions which could not be 


“overcome. Should any one of them be violated, the 


grant would be null and void. After some.further 
remarks in explanation and defence of the provi- 
gions of the bill, he concluded by an expression of 
his hope that Senators would permit it to be read 
a second time and referred; so that an opportunity 
would-be given the country to examine, and de- 
liberate on, the report which would be spread be- 
fore it in relation to this important measure. 

Mr. TIPTON rose with no intention to detain 
the Senaie by entering into. the merits of the ques- 
tion; but as the Senator from New Hampshire had 
stated that this measure was only the voluntary 
movement of an individual Senator, and not call- 
ed for by any memorials from the new States, he 
would read afew extracts from the journal in or- 
der to set the gentleman right in that particular. 
In 1829, he found that the Legislature of Indiana 
had memorialized Congress, and had adopted reso- 
lutions instructing their Senators and requesting 
their representatives in Congress, to use their exer- 
tions to obtain for the States the exclusive right to 
what was then called its eminent domain. [Mr. 
T. here read the resolutions of the Legislature of 
Indiana, and some other memorials on the same 


, subject.] 


‘This proposition was not new with the Senator 
from South Carolina, but was in accordance with 
the almost unanimous wish of the whole West ex~ 
pressed on more than one oceasion. He would re- 
frain from discussing this subject now: he only 
rose to show that this subject had been brought be- 
fore Congress long ago by memoriais from the new 
States; and, while up, he would express the hope 
that gentleman would permit this bill to be referred, 
that we, said Mr. T. may, when we go home, be 
able to say to our constituents that we have some 
substantial benefits in prospect for them. 

Mr. BENTON rose for the purpose of support- 
ing what had been said by the Senator from indi- 
ana. He thought if gentlemen -would look over 
the documents, they would find a dozen memorials 
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in which both the principles’ of this bill’ were em- 
braced-—he meant graduation-and the extinction of 
the federai title to the lands in the new States. Yes, 
he said, “extinction of the federal title; for he al- 
ways- spoke on this subject in the ‘samé sense as 
speaking of the extinction of an Indian title. He 
had he believed, had more correspondence ‘with the 
west than any other gentleman in the Senate, and 
when writing on.the subject, he always said that 
these two propositions, graduation and extinction of 
the federal title, had been thrown by the proposition 
to divide the proceeds of the land sales; and that 
they must first fight down and kill this distribution 
scheme before they could hope for success. He 
told his correspondents also, that the greatest ser- 
vice that President Jackson ever rendered to his 
country, was to put his foot—his large foot—on . 
this proposition. He might say further that if he, 
Mr. B. had ever rendered any service to the coun- 
try at all, it was in helping to kill that bill; and it 
now lay prostrate, a corpse. That impediment be- 
ing now removed, we can said Mr. B. now begin 
again. Ishall put my shoulders to the wheel, and 
keep pushing till we carry it through. He was for 
both the principles contained in this bill; and as to 
the details, when he was cordial about a principle, he 
never should balk at them; he would give and take. 
While up he would express the hope that the sub- 
ject might be referred to a select committee, and 
having said this, he would.say further, that he had 
no expectation of accomplishing any thing-at the 
present session. . ae 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, that we were now less 
than three weeks from the close of the session, and 
it was imposssble that within this period we could 
transact all the necessary public business ; yet it 
was at such a moment that this measure was urged 
It was an apple of dis- 
cord thrown into this body, which must cause the 
waste of much precious time, and give birth to 
protracted and angry discussion, unless we should 
promptly resolve to relieve ourselves from it. One 
effect which it would. most probably produce, was 
the defeat of the land bill in the other House—a 
consideration which ought to have ‘its weight; es- 
pecially in the mind of western Senators. . 

Mr. B. asked, what did this bill propose? Why, 
sir, an absolute gift to the new States of two-thirds 
of all the proceeds of our publie lands within their 
limits, whilst we retained but one-third for our- 
selves. No such request had ever been made to 
Congress by any of these States, within his know- 
ledge; certainly not during the past or present ses- 
sion of Congress. ‘They had never asked for any 
thing so unreasonable and so unjust. The applica- 
tions from Mississippi and Arkansas, which had 
been referred to in this debate, were altogether of 
a different character. He would venture to say, 
that there was no new State in this Union, which, 
if the question had been. submitted to its own in- 
trinsic sense of equity and justice, would have 
ever thought of making such a proposition to Con- 
gress as that contained in this bill. When these 
States shall come forward with any reasonable and 
well digested plan of their own, asking for the ces- 
sion of the public lands within their limits, upon 
fair ierms, he should then be prepared to hear them 
most respectfully. ‘There was no occasion to stim- 
ulate them to pursue this or any other course in 
which they felt their own interests were involved. 
We had abundant evidence that their Senators on 
this floor were both abie and willing to enforce 
any just proposition proceeding from their constitu- 
ents. 

Senators ought to recollect that there would be 
two parties to any such arrangement., The people 
of the old States had and felt as deep.an interest in 
this question as those of the new. If reasonable 
terms should be¥proposed, it was probable that the 
old States might consent to the adjustment of this 
difficult and embarrassing question, in such a man- 
ner as would give satisfaction to their brethren in 
the West. But, said Mr. B. let me tell gentlemen 
that I would almost as soon think of putting my 
hand into the pocket of one of my constituents, 
and taking from him two-thirds of the money it 
contained, for the purpose of giving itaway toa 
stranger, as I should agree to vote for this-bill, in 
opposition to the wishes of those who sent me here, 
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_-Xejoice at such a result. 
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If any equitable arrangement of this question could 
: be made between the -parties interested, he should 
For his own part,-he felt 
-disposed to grant. liberal terms to the new States; 
but he should never consent. to abandon the rights 


_°of hie own constituents, in order to propitiate 


.. select. committee. 


` 


` yithe. people of ‘the West, however much he might 


regard their. good opinion. He would not, if he 
could, to. use the language of the Senator’ from 
Hlinois .(Mr. Robertson) become. their Magnus 
Apollo upon any. such terms. ; : 
What, then, did the Senator from South Carolina 
(My..Calhoun) ask us to do? To send this bill to a 
And for what purpose? Not that 
. there shall be any final action upon it during the 
present session, because that wastnanifestly impos- 
sible,- but to obtain a report in favor of its provi- 
sions. This report, containing a long, ingenious, 
and able argument in favor of giving all the public 
lands to the new States, with the exception of one- 
third. of their gross proceeds, would be circulated 
far and wide throughout the whole Union. Whilst 
it would excite unfounded hopes in the minds of the 
people of the new States, it would produce an alarm 
equally groundless throughout the old States. It 
would have a tendency to exasperate the feelings of 
_-both. parties, and might, and probably would, 
greatly retard, if not for ever prevent, the adoption 
of any fair compromise on the subject. This re- 
port, we hada right to presume, would be alto- 
gether on one side, whilst the other would nat be 
heard. It might prevent the new States. from 
offering such terms.as we of the old States could 
think of accepting. He should wait until the new 
States themselves thought proper to move in this 
- business. They were not slow to act in any man- 
ner which they thought might promote their own 
welfare. ` ` 
Mr. B. said he was now determined to ascertain 
whether the Senate would, at this session, spend any 
more of their precious time upon this subject. He 
should, therefore, renew the motion which had heen 
made by the Senator from New Hampshire, (Mr. 
Hubbard,) to lay the bill upon the table; and he 
gave notice in advance that he would not withdraw 
it on the request of any Senator whatsoever. 
The question was then taken, and the bill was 
laid on the table—yeas 26, nays 20, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dana, Ewing of Ohio, Hub- 
bard, Kent, Knight, Niles, Page, Parker, Prentiss, 
Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, Southard,Spence, Strange, 
Swift, Tallmadge, ‘Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, and 
Wright-—-26. 
NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Calhoun, Ewing 
‘of Minois, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, King of 
Alabama, Linn, Lyon, Moore, Mouton, N icholas, 
Norvell, Preston, Robinson, Sevier, Tipton, Walker, 
and White—20. 
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SPEECH OF MR. MORRIS, 
Or Onyo, 

In the Senate of the United States, Jan. 30, 1837— 
On the bill designating and naming the funds 
receivable for the revenue of the United States, 
being read a third time— 

Mr. MORRIS said: I shall vote against the 
passage of this bill for many and various reasons; 
ut the belief that it violates the principles of the 

Constitution, and is in derogation af the rights of 

the States, are paramount to all others. That its 

principles are drawn from a dangerous and mis- 
taken policy, I have no doubt; and that its passage 
will be productive of mischief, not benefit, is, to 
my mind, equally clear. After the long discussion 
which has taken place on all these topics, by the 
oldest and ablest members of this. body, it may 
- seem like arrogance in me to attempt to intrude 
my opinion on the Senate at this late hour of the de- 
debate. [have been a paticntand, I trust, notinatten- 
tive istener to this whole discussion; and there are 
some points on which neither side have fully satis- 
fied my mind, and I shall occupy the time of the 

Senate, for a few moments, not in an argument to 

prove, or an attempt to prove, the truth or fallacy of 

any position which has been assumed, but in an 
opinion only on the doctrines and principles of the 


bill. That certainty and uniformity are essentially 
necessary to. the existence of any, Government, 


will, I presume, not be- denied; and that they are’ 


vitally so in the administration of this Government, 
which is one of laws and limited powers, is, to my 
mind, beyond controversy, and in no part of our 
system: is: the necessi $ i 
formity so.apparent and needful as in: the circulating 
medium or currency of the country. This word 


currency, if we were to judge of its meaning and’ 


import from what we have heard in debate on this 


bill, is a word of undefined and undefinable. 


meaning. 
- We have been told of.a gold currency, or rather 
a metallic currency, a paper currency, the curren- 


cy of one State and the, currency of another, and- 


even of a currency in kind in the collection of 
revenue: in this war of words and phrases, I shall 
not engage; as a member of this body, acting for 
the whole people of the United States, under the 


Constitution of the United States, I shall take that- 


instrument alone as my guide, and recognise no 
currency as legi!imate but that which it establishes; 
and Iam not in this case left to implication or 
construction, out feel that I am. standing on safe 
and sure ground. So important was a standard, 
for the value of property and labor, thought to be 
by the framers of the Constitution, that they pro- 
vided in express terms for such standard,. by de- 
claring» that-Congress should have power to coin 
money, and regulate the value thereof, and of 
foreign coin; and, in the very next sentence, they 
provided fur the exercise of power -by Congress to 


| punish for counterfeiting the current coin of the 


United States. Money, as the word is used in the 
Constitution of the United States, must be under- 
stood as a definite and technical expression; it 
means GOLD AND SILVER ONLY, as formed and 
fashioned into shape and size by the order of that 
part of our system of Government possessing the 
full attrjbutes of sovereignty, and having bestowed 
upon it arbitrary or positive value. Congress is 
authorized to borrow money on the credit of the 
United States. Without this special grant Con- 
gress could not exercise the borrowing power at all; 
can. Congress, then, borrow any thing but money? I 
presume not. Under this grant to borrow money, 
Congress cannot borrow goods and chattels, cannot 
borrow horses, cattle, or any other mercandise; nor 
can Congress, as I contend and believe, under this 
grant to borrow, obtain bank motes of any descrip- 
tion; for, if Congress gannidt borrow goods and 
chattles, which contain Within themselves an intrin- 
sic value, and money being made the standard of 
that value, surely they cannot borrow bank notes, 


which in themselves contain no intrinsic value, but ‘ 


are mere credit, and the representative of money, 
in place of money being thestandard of their value. 
If Congress, then, have not the power given them 
by the Constitution to borrow bank-notes,I con- 
tend they cannot exercise it; for the expressive 
grant to horrow money excludes the exercise of all 
power to borrow any thing but money; and if Con- 
gress cannot borrow bank notes, I. contend that 
their reception in any other manner, as a part. or 
whole of the revenue necessary for the support- of 
this Government, is equally forbidden. I believe 
that to allow bank notes to be received in the col- 
lection of the customs, or in payment for the pub- 
lic lands, is in fact, to all practical purposes, to re- 
quire your officers so to receive them, and that 
each is equally prohibited by the Constitution. 

No one, I presume, will contend that Congress 
can borrow money for any other purpose than that 
for which they can collect money from imports; 
when in the Treasury of the nation, it is all a part 
or parcel of the revenue of the country. It follows, 
then, most clear and conclusive to my mind, that 
what Congress cannot borrow, they cannot collect 
as taxes, duties, imposts, or excises, because, un- 
der these heads, is the whole power of Congress to 
raise means for the support of this Government, 
circumscribed; the receiving money for the public 
lands, or any other property belonging to the Uni- 
ted States, I consider as falling under that class of 
collections embraced in the word duties, I, there- 
fore, consider this bill, which-allows bank notes of 
any description, or under any circumstances, to be 
received in -payment of any debt or demand on 


of that certainty and uni- 


ihis Government fto be entirely incompatible-with 


-ihe Constitution. itself- 


There is another view of this bill which, to my 
mind, makes it equally objectionable on constitu- 
tional grounds: it is its dangerous interference-with 
the. power and rights of the States. State. banks, 
hke all other State institutions, belong exclusively to 
the State, and cannot rightfully be made subject to 
any other than State legislation; Congress, there- 


. fore, cannot exercise its moneyed power, a power 


which is derived from the people of the States,. to 
induce any portion of that peopte, or a corporation 
created by themselves, to exercise their powers dif- 
fetently from that which the laws of the State per- 
mit.or require, and thus supersede State laws by 
the acts of Congress in measures which are purely 
local State concerns. . What does this bill provide? 
That the paper of certain State banks shall be, or 
if you please, permitted to be, taken in the pay- 
ment of the revenue of this Government, on condi- 
tion that such banks will adopt. certain regula- 
tions which Congress shall prescribe. It is true 
that we do not attempt any coercive.. power 
over the banks, but we make use of moneyed 
power, a power often far more dangerous and de- 
structive to the rights of the country than force.it- 
self. ‘That money is power, is an established max- 
im. We then offer the State.banks the keeping of 
our money, and of course its use for the time be- 
ing, provided they will conforme to certain regnla- 
tions which we prescribe. Is not this a palpable 
interference with State sovreignty, and of course a 
violation of the Constitution of the United States? 
Itseems to me there can be but one answer to this 
question. It is no removal of the objection, at 
least'to my mind, to say that the banks will make 
the regulations required by this bill by contract: 
this view of the subject rather increases the objec- 
tions. Corporations derive all their power of action 
from their charter alone. If I may use a figura- 
tive expression, they can only live and move there- 
in; they cannot contract away any of their powers 

nor can they acquire new power by contract—t 
mean the power of action as corporations; yet if 
Congress can contract with State banks, who by the 
grants in their charters have power to issue; one, 
two or three dollar notes, to forego that power, and 
issue no notes of a less denomination than five.dol- 
lars, I cannot see why Congress cannot extend 
the contract to the,issuing of notes of any amount 
whatever, or even‘to the buying up the charter it- 
self, and thus defeat the very end and object of the 
institution, and this right of Congress can be ex- 
tended so as to put an end to all power of State 
legislation over an institution created by the State 
for wise and valuable purposes. But. sir, I ob- 
ject to this whole policy of bargaining with 
State institutions, or with citizens of a State, for any 
part or portion of the State sovereignty. If you can 
do it in one instance, you can do it in all instances, 
and the State Governments will be less than the 
corporations which they have-created, when. you 
take those corporations into your keeping for. any 
purpose whatever, Sir, I regret, Ldeplore, the con- 
stant tendency which I witness here to extend the 
action of this Government into the orbit of State 
power; you prescribe oaths and forms for the set- 
tlement of disputed claims, and the rights of pro- 
perty between citizens of the same State; you au- 
thorize your courts to take cognizance of, and pun- 
ish offences, which are properly cognizable in State 
courts, and punishable by State laws; and you. in- 
vite the citizens of the States to come to you in 
their primary assemblies against their own Govern- 
ment; thus unceasingly, as time is bringing. all 
things to an end, are you putting an end ta the so- 
yereignty of the States. How soon we shall find a 
grand central Governmentin the ten miles square, 
isnot for me to conjecture; but. against this whole 
process, I do, as a Senator in the Congress of the 
United States, enter my most solemn protest. 

Mr. President, I trust I shall not be considered 
as departing from the plan which I had marked 
out for myself on this occasion, by a brief notice 
of some of the. arguments I have heard on: this 
question. It will be remembered that they com- 
menced with the introduction of the resolution.offer- 
ed by my colleague to rescind the Treasury order 
of July last, requiring money payment for public 
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land. The argument in the early-stages of the debate 
was directed against the power of the President to 
issue that order; as I have no doubt that the power 
was constitutionally exercised, and as that: part of 
the argument seems to have been abandoned, I 
shall not now notice it. There-is one-feature, how- 
ever, of that argument deserving a passing remark. 
It has: been said:by gentlemen. that they- could not 
support the resolution of my colleague, as they con- 
sider, in doing so, they cast censure-on the Presi- 
dent; but. the bill now before the Senate is to ac- 
complish the same object—-a repeal of the order— 
though by different words, yet it seems to have 
their undivided support. For my single self I am 
unable to reconcile this apparent incongruity, but 
if the implication of censure can in any case be a 
reason for our course here, it ought to operate most 
strongly when it is calculated to censure the Con- 
stitution of the country, and the policy of the States. 
The President, I am sure, cannot- thank his friends 
for their reasons; if any part or parcel of his official 
conduct cannot be supported on principle, he will 
never ask that it shall be excused in pity; he well 
knowns that we take our seats under the solemn in- 
junction of an oath to support the Constitution, but 
not the administration; that is matter of choice, not 
of obligation, and he has too high a regard for the 
Constitution to tolerate for a moment. a friend who 
would sacrifice it for his personal or official favor. 
But, sir, I return from this digression. It was so 
thrown in my way that I could not well get round 
it, but was compelled to take up and remove it. 
The arguments on the bill before us is what I have 
now todo with. Ishall consider them-as they -oc- 
cur tomy recollection, not having taken notes at 
the time, as I did not then intend or expectto speak 
on this question. In support of the doctrine of the 
pill, it has been contended that Congress have the 
power to take in payments for any dues of the Go- 
vernment articles in kind, such as to them may 
seem proper. 'To this doctrine I can never assent, 
except gentlémen can prove that Congress have 
the power to make money of wool or leather, or 
any other chattel. I mean, to consider and receive 
these articles.as money; for I hold, that by the Con- 
stitution, Congress can collect the revenue of the 
-` Government in nothing but money. If they then 
can, by the magic of their power, transmute a yard 
of broadcloth into money for the time being, and 
receive it for the duty payable upon the whole piece, 
the: argument is good, but not otherwise. I think 
this an important branch of the subject, and ought 
to be well considered; and although I may not be 
able to adda new idea, or advance asingle additional 
thought, yet I consider it a duty not to conceal my 
opinion. . I hold that the Government of the United 
States have not the power to possess itself of any 
properly whatever by contract, or purchase from. 
individuals, or corporate bodies, but such only as 
is necessary and proper to carry on the functions 
of the: Government. Congress cannot barter with 
individual even for that: they may sell their own 
property constitutionally acquired, and with the 
proceeds, money of course, purchase what they 
may need. ` 


Congress: cannot receive the real estate of the 
Government debtor, or of ‘a defanlter, in the pay- 
ments of such debts or default; because Congress 
cannot, without the consent of the States, purchase 
any land within their respective jurisdictions. The 
yeason is obvious, for the exercise of exclusive 
authority over the rights of individual property 
within its jurisdiction is essential, I may say vi- 
tally so, to State sovereignty. The primary dis- 
posal of the public domain acquired by treaty 
with other nations, or by cessions mady by States, 
which is, in fact, the same thing, is clearly within 
the power of Congress; but having once disposed 
of ‘the soil, this Government can never resume 


those rights without the consent of the States. 


in which the land is situate.. If, then, Congress 
cannot receive in payment of taxes, imposts.or ex- 
cises, the real estate of the person who owes such 
duties, and ‘thus enter the arena with the land 
speculator, much -less can we receive for the dues 
of the Government, “hats, shoes, clothes, wines, 
wagars, or any other dutiable artice, for the-amount 
ef duty dug by the importer; if it were otherwise, 


ll 


the Government has the power to enter into com- 
petition with any of her citizens in the general 
trade of the country; a power in fact to become 
a dealer in slaves,so long as slaves can be con- 
sidered property.. I-understand this power as còn- 
tended: for: I mean the general power to purchase 
or receive property for iis dues, or even apply the 
revenue-of the Governmentfor that purpose. View- 
ing itin that light, it is a power at which I re- 
volt; and one to which E am-sure the people 
of this country would not, for a moment, submit. 
It was this glaring absurdity (at least to my mind) 
that induced me to vote at the last session against 
the bill for the purchase of stocks with the surplus 
revenue of the country; and I confess I heard the 
other day, when’ the bill for advancing to claimants 
under the French and Neapolitan treaties their 
dues, was under consideration, not only with sur- 
prise, but with astonishment, the principle ad- 
vanced, that, as we had a surplus of money on 
hand, it was unproper we should suffer it to lie 
idle in the Treasury; that if we could make three or 
four per. cent. by making advances to these claim- 
ants, it was wise and proper to do so; that we had 
the power, and it was prudent so to invest this mo- 
ney that it would be productive; that when. we 
came to appropriate by. law, we should find its 
quantity increased. I do not pretend to give the ex- 
act words as used in the argument, but I feel sure 
that I remember them substantially. J endeavored 
at the moment ty realize in my own mind the 
practical operation of the rule. I well remember 
of mentally asking myself if this doctrine be 
true; if we can take the whole of the surplus moncy 
in the Treasury, send our agent into the New 
York market, and purchase the entire stock of 
broadcloth or tea‘on hand. This would no. doubt 
be a safe and sure investment, and one by which 
this Government could rot only make four per 
cent. per annum, but probably from twenty to fifty 
per cent. in a few months. I did not hesitate 
a moment in deciding that we had not the 
power, and if we had, however advantageous to the 
Government it might be, it would be most grossly 
unjust. Iam still unable to see any difference in 
principle between power to receive or purchase 
cloth, and the power to’ receive bank notes; bank 
notes being but mere evidences of debt, are, or ought 
to be, less the object of our care than things of 
more substantial value. There is another objec- 
tion. to the receiving of bank notes, as contemplated 
by this bill; it is the odious doctrine of preference 
which it contains, and that preference is not matter 
of law, but matter of discretion, given by law to 
the officers and agents of Government. If this hill 
is not obnoxious to the words of the fifth para- 
graph of the ninih section, first article of the Consti- 
tution, it falls clearly within the reason of that 
paragraph. ‘No preference shall be given by any 
regulation of commerce or revenue to the ports of 
one State over those of another. Suppose we 
should read, no preference shall be given by any 
regulation of revenue to the banks of one State 
over those of another. Would not such reading ap- 
pear to be founded on equally reasonabie and just 
principles? I should think so. Does not this bill 
claim the power, if in fact it does not expressly 
authorize its exercise, to make this preference? If 
you,can make a discrimination in bank notes at all, 
if indeed you can desiguate what are specie-paying 
banks, as the phrase is, you can make any other 
designation or discrimination you please; and thus, 
in the regulation of the revenue, give a preference 
to one bank over another, or to the banks of one 
State over those of another. A proposition so plain, 
and a practice so unjust and absurd, must strike 
every mind, at the first view, as highly improper, if 
not unconstitutional. 


Bat the principle that the Government shal! un- 
dertake to discriminate between the bank notes of 
different banks has been, and still is, productive of 
much injury to the paper circulation of the country 
as created by the States. It has been often said, and 
I admit its truth, that the currency of our country, 
as it now exists, isa delicate subject to touch, and 
that one jar vibrates through the whole machmery. 
If the Secretary of the Treasury, or even a collector 
acting for the Government, should refuse, after the 


passage of this-bill, to receive the notes of Any bank, 
that bank, however-solvent, thus coming “in ‘¢on- 
tract with the power of this Government, would re- 
ceive-a shock from which it would not easily recover; 
and the blow thus inflicted: would be felt. through- 
out the system; hence the contractions by banks, anid 
the difficulties in the country, which, it is said, the 
late Treasury.order created. I would then make-no - 
discrimination, no regulation as to the currency öf 
the country created by the Siate banks; because, in 
the first place, I believe Congress has not the pow- 
er to do so; and, in the next, if the power was ad- 
mitied it would be unwise and unjust to exercise it, 
Can any cne doubt for a moment, when he calls: to 
his mind past experience of the action of- this *Go- 
vernment upon the paper system of ‘the country ‘as 
it now exists, that if we wish uniformity, stability 
and equality in value, in that system, we must leave 
its entire regulation. to the power that it created, for 
thatis the only power that can effectually regulate it. 


But, sir, we have other reasons urged upon us in 
support of the passage of this bill, which to my 
mind, are most extraordinary, but still leaves the 
bill lable to all the constitutional objections to 
which I first supposed it. It is said, that_we must 
form a connection with the State banks; that they 
are absolutely necessary as fiscal agents of the-Go- 
vernment; and that it follows from:necessity that, 
in that connection, in some degree, we must exercise 
the power of regulation. ‘The premises here laid 
down, I conceive to be founded in error. This Go- 
vernment has, within itself, sufficient pewer to 
carry on its own operations by its own means; if it 
is necessary to lean on the State banks for support, 
we must admit that the removal of that support, 
which is entirely within the power of the States, 
would at once check, if’ not prostrate, the action of 
this Government. It has been said, with mach 
emphasis, that we who are for cutting loose this 
Government from the State banks, are in favor of 
re-establishing a bank of the United States. -This 
rattletrap, used for party purposes, has Jost its effect, 
at least upon me, Opposed to tive. whole banking 
process, and unwilling to recognise the existence of 
banks of bank notes, by any action of this Govern- 


ment, as either useful or necessary institutions, is a 


strong objection I entertain against the present bill; 
but I contend that, if banks are absolutely necessa» 
ry as fiscal agents of the. Government, (which I by 
no means admit) if we can adopt a State bank for 
that purpose, we can create a bank by an act of 
Congress for the same purpose; for the power to 
adopt and use, most certainly acknowledges the 
power to create, and I would at once give my vote 
to create such fiscal agent for the use of this Go- 
vermnent, rather than adopt a whole. litter of State 
banks for that purpose. : 


It has been said in the course of this debate that 
Congress have the power to reccive any article they 
may think proper in discharge of the dues of this 
Government. This doctrine places Congress above 
responsibility, a doctrine I cannot admit; and to me 
it appears perfectly clear that Congress have no 
power to receive any thing but money. If Cone 
gress could authorize the reception of articles of 
what kind they pleased, they surely would have 
power to provide fer the payment of demands 
against the Government in the same manner., We 
should indeed present to the eyes of our constituents 
a strange spectacle if, under the operation of this 
bill, we should provide for the payment of salaries 
due the different officers in bank notes, to one offi- 
cer the notes of one bank, to another the notes ofa 
different bank, and so on, parcelling out our power to 
menand banks to an almost infinite extent. Noman 
will, I presume, deny but we can do this, if we have 
the power to authorize the reception of banknotes in 
collection of the revenue. The whole scheme, sir, 
is wrong. Nothing can be paid, but in consequence 
of appropriations made by law, and nothing can be 
appropriated but money, and bank notes are not 


money. 


Tt is further said that this is an Executive mea- 
sure; that it isin accordance with the views of the 


. President to aid the State in restoring a metallic 


currency, by a suppression of small notes. How- 
ever much I may respect the opinion and views 
of the President, and I have been the consiant and 
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uniform stipporter of the great. measures of his 
administration, yet I cannot admit this talismanic 
word, “The President says so,” shall govern all my 
actions and votes here; and I shall take the liberty 
an this, as on all other occasions, to so.act as my 
best judgment informs me, -will.be most conducive 
to the interest of the country. Andrew Jackson, 
sir, the friend of banks! Andrew Jackson the 
friend and advocate of paper system—a friend ot 
paper currency! I cannot, I will not believe it: such 
an idea is at war with the entire course of his ad- 
ministration, and inconsistent with all his opinions 
on this subject, as I have read and understood 
them. ` Sir, I hold the present bill to be not only 
repugnant to the opinions of the President, but the 
whole code of Virginia doctrines on the subject of 
State rights, and Į have- been both surprised and 
pained that this bill should come from a Senator 
of thatState. Imay be asked what course do you 
propose? my answer is that I would repeal the re- 
solution of 1816, permitting bank notes to be re- 
ceived in payment of the revenue, because I view 
that as I ‘did the provision of the bank charter 
passed by Congress the same year, permitting: or 
allowing the notes of that institution to be received, 
asboth unconstitutional. .But both these violations 
of the Constitution were justified, as the bill 
now’ is, on the ground that the peculiar situa- 
tion of the country and the necessity of the times 
required the act to be done. Indeed I have 
heard some gentlemen admit that the neces- 
sity of the case in 1816 had changed their pre- 
vious opinions on the question, that Congress had 
not power to charter a bank, and they now deem 
them erroneous: thus suffering necessity to change 
the fundamental law of the country; a most dan- 
gerous exror, as necessity is always the plea of ty- 
rants. I here drop my hasty remarks on the con- 
stitutionality of the measure proposed by the bill 
before us; and the reasons which in my mind ap- 
ply to its constitutionality, are equally strong 
against the policy of the measure. A discrimina. 
tion made by the order, and under the authori ty of 
this Government, as to what bank paper shall be 
received, and what rejected, must necessarily pro- 
duce an unseitted state of the currency that is 
created by the States.. The power of the States to 
create this currency I do not mean to question, by 
its admission or denial. I have heard various 
Statements, as to the amount of bank notes in circu- 
lation, made by different gentlemen on this . floor. 
I have heard it rated at from three hundred to near 
a thousand million of dollars. Ido not pretend to 
any accurate knowledge on the subject : take a me- 
dium amount, say five hundred million. It seems 
to me the arguinent is fallacious, that assumes the 
idea that this vast mass of collection can be ma- 
terially affected by the collection of the revenue 
of this Government in MONEY ONLY, say twenty 
millions, which ought to be the largest sum in time 
of peace, and which is collected and paid during 
the same year. If Congress should adopt this 
course, it scems to me that the different State 
banks could at once arrange their business to this 
state of affairs, and it wonid tend to give Stability, 
permanency, and equality, to their issues. The 
kates of exchange between different portions of 
the country would become known and Settled, and 
these continual fluctuations and jars respecting the 
moneyed. system would entirely cease, and thus 
all classes of society be benefited; for it seems to 
be an admitted fact, that nothing is more injurious 
to the general prosperity of the country than these 
continual fluctuations. I would, therefore, leave 
the collection of the revénue precisely where I 
find it left in the Constitution, and in all laws and 
proceedings of Congress at an early day, wherein 
provision is made for the ‘collection, of revenue or 
the disbursement thereof. I would use no other 
word than “money,” or “cwrent coin,” without 
giving any description or definition of the words 
used. 

As to the effects produced by the Treasury order 
of the Lith of July last, or the popularity of that 
measure in the western country, Ihave little to say; 
and perhaps I ought not to take up the time of the 
Senate, after what I have said on the other 
branch of this uestion; but I cannot entirely 
agree with my colleague as to either. Property ig 


-at_a very high price; and if the measure was some- 


what unpopular at-first, I am inclined to believe 
that it is now more. favorably received; “That it 
has produced some salutary effect upon the bank- 
ing institutions of the West; I have no doubt. it 
has checked their over-issues; but that, if con- 
tinued, -it will -still be beneficial, I have great 
doubts. Hoping and believing that some more 


. salutary regulation than that contemplated hy this 


bill can and will be’brought forward, I shal! vote 
against its passage; and, in doing so, I hope to be 
understood as neither censuring, applauding, ap- 
proving, or disapproving, the course taken by the 


President in this matter. 


REMARKS OF MR. HOLSEY, 
Or Groratia, 


In the. House of Representatives, Feb. 6, 1837.—The 
subject being the resolution of censure upon Mr. 
Apams of Massachusetts, (offered by Mr. Tuomp- 
son of South Carolina,) for attempting to intro- 
duce into the House of Representatives a petition 
purporting upon its face to be from slaves. 

Mr. HOLSEY said: 


Mr. Speaker: The subject embraced in the reso- 
lution on your table is one of deep and momentous 
consideration. - Whilst on the one hand it involves 
the political ‘character and privilege of a represen- 
tative of a State of this confederacy, so, on the oth- 
er, it deeply concerns the rights and interests of the 
southern portion of the Union, and the existence of 
the compact which binds us together as a people. 
I am aware that, in approaching a question of pri- 
vilege, I am treading upon delicate and sacred 
ground. But, sir, delicate and sacred as it is, I 
feel myself impelled by every consideration of duty 
to tread it. I shall bring to this discussion no feel- 
ings of personal disrespect to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts. I could have none for the time- 
worn veteran in the councils of his country. If I 
had them I wouid disdain to utter them on this 
floor. Nay, sir, were I even permitted to consult 
my private inclination, I should have avoided this 
discussion. But, sir, the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, by attempting to introduce such a princi- 
ple into our legislation, has committed an outrage 
upon the genius and spirit of the Constitution, and 
aimed a deadly blow at the State I have the honor 
to represent. Were I to remain silent I should ex- 
pect to be withered by the frowns of an insulted 
and indignant people. In such a cause, neither the 
sanctuary of age nor the civic wreath which binds 
his brow shall protect the assailant. With a par- 
ricidal and sacrilegous hand he has attempted to 
sap the foundations of the temple reared by our an- 
cestors as the abode of fraternal peace, and the 
guaranty of international liberty. With founda- 
tions broad and deep as the hearts of the people, 
and a summit reaching beyond the cloud-capt pa- 
laces of kings, it may withstand the assaults of the 
foe, and the ravages of time. But, sir, this volca- 
nic principle, if once admitted, will rend in pieces 
the monuments of the Republic; and he who at 
tempts to introduce it is worthy of the stern rebuke 
of this House. The gentleman from Massachu- 
setts has not only demanded the judgment of the 
Hoase on the right of slaves to petition, but he has 
openly avowed and maintained that right ` pending 
this investigation. Ifit be an offence against the 
majesty of the Constitution and the inviolable rights 
of the States, he has not only presented the issue to 
the House, but maintained the affirmative. Sir, I 
deny it. The people whom I represent will deny 
it with the sword in one hand and the Constitution 
in the other. They will never consent to partici- 
pate in the councils of those who sanction it. With 
such a principle engrafted on your Constitution 
they could never ratify it. Nay, sir, the attempt 
to engraft it would have dissolved the convention 
which formed it. Ave slaves included in. the de- 
Scription of the “people of the United States,” in 
the preamble of the Constitution? Look at the 
very nature of representative government. It js 
but a substitute for a pure democracy, or an assem- 
bly Of the people in their . personal sovereign cha» 
ragter, Slaves are, from he nature of their eondi, 


2 


tion, excluded from.such an assembly: They can 
acquire no property, have no civil rights in the 
courts of justice, and can not be permitted the elec- 
tive franchise. They can not influence the public 
deliberations. They can have no greater claim 
upon a representative assembly. The doctrine ‘is 
both theoretically and practically absurd. It is 
contradicted by every principle of public law; it is 


_ incapable of being tortured from the Constitution, 


and is totally irreconcileable with the admitted re- 
lation of master and slave, contemporaneous with 
the formation of the Government. Put into the 
hands of the gentleman from Massachusetts such 
a trident, and he could, at his pleasure, call up 
the billows of discord, and lash them into a storm 
which would shake the adamantine walls of the Re- 
public to their centre. With a petition from slaves 
pending in this hall, their weight might be thrown 
into the scale under circumstances most appalling. 
Sir, it would be the natural and inevitable result. 
But the gentleman from Massachusetts has not at- 
tempted to present a petition from them inconsis- 
tent with the rights of the owner. Sir this is not the 
proper issue.- The representatives of the South 
will not be misled by the miserable pretext. It is 
enough for them to know, that the right of petition 
on the part of their slaves is openly avowed upon 
this floor, and the judgment of the House demand- 
ed upon the question. The details of the petition 
cannot vary the principle. If admitted in one case 
it will be admitted in all. Sir, I can no longer con- 
template a doctrine so odious. and indefensible with 
any composure. But monstrous as it is, the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts has attempted to poison 
our legislation and our peace with its baneful in- 
fluence. He has done this not under a temporary 
illusion or excitement. He has concentrated in his 
bureau, all the combustible elements of the Repub» 
lic, and week after week presented them to this 
House, under circumstances so marked and aggra- 
vated, as to leave no room to mistake his intentions, 
Restricted by the rule of the Fouse, from all debate 
upon abolition memorials, he has been refractory to 
its order in every mode his ingenuity could devise. 
To give force and effect to the memorials, and to 
prepare the public sentiment for the consummation. 


of the policy they ask, he has, in defiance of the in- > 


junctions of the rule, fortified his memorials by a. 


recital of the characters of those who signed them, 
and digniiied the hell-born scrolls with the names of 
magistrates and rulers, of patriots, statesmen, hẹ» 
roes and philosophers. A memorial from the town 
of Franklin has induced-him to profane to this un- 
holy purpose, the motto of the godlike man, ubi li- 
bertas sibi patria. “When a petition has been sign 

on the 4th day of July, he has called up the inspi- 
rations of the day which gave us birth asa nation 
and a people, to aid in a cause that can only tend to 
a premature and convulsive dissolution. Thus, sir, 
has the gentleman from Massachusetts, with a fix- 
edness of ‘purpose peculiar to fanaticism, and a 
breach of order and decorum which ‘all have wit- 
nessed with mortification and regret, advanced with 
rapid and steady strides to a point. at which the 
rights of others, and the peace and safety of your 
Union, requires he ‘should be arrested. Thus, sir, 
have I attempted to demonstrate that the principle 
sought to be established by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts is in open defiance of the Constitu- 


- tion, and the indisputable rights of the slaveholding 


States—that he has moved on to this dreadful con- 
summation with an “eye that never winks, anda 
wing that never tires”—that- he has attempted to 
poison the fountains of fraternal peace and of dur 
federal alliance; and all this too, sir, not from ca- 
sual error or momentary ebullition; but, sir, from 
a deliberate design of agitation, manifested by his 
perverseness under the rule, which forbids the dis- 
cussion of slavery; and his repeated appeals to ab-. 
stract rights and declarations of departed and illus- 

trious heroes, unknown in qnestions of right between 
confederate States, I have spoken boldly, ‘sir, of 
the conduct of the. gentleman from Massachusetts, 

It has devolved upon me, as a representative of a 

people whom he has deliberately and openly assail- 


ed in the recesses ‘of their firesides, their aliars and f 


their homes; and which let me tell the gentleman 


and this House, they will defend at all and every 
hazard, ne ae ee 


s 


; 
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- duct, if persisted in, must inevitabiy lead. 
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SPEECH OF MR. BYNUM, 
Or Norra CAROLINA, 

In the House of Representatives, January 9, 1837— 
On the presentation of a petition, offered by Mr. 
Joun Q. Apams of Massachusetts, for the aboli- 
tion of slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BYNUM rose, and said he had not intended 
to have troubled the House with any remark of 
his upon the subject which was then before it. It 
had ever been his unfeigned desire, that it should 
have been kept out of the wallsof that hall, be- 
lieving as he did, that nothing but strife and dis- 
cord would attend its agitation either in or out of that 
building. The question of reception he had been 
disposed to give the go-by, for the sake of the har- 
mony of all parties, and particularly that to which 
he had the honor to belong. But, sir, said he, this 
question has been forced upon us, and upon the 
‘House; and he regretted, exceedingly regretted, that 
its portentous consequences, view them in what- 
ever shape they migit, seemed to be defied, dared, 
and almost courted by some of the honorable gen- 
tlemen of that body. Was it possible, that gentle- 
men would still persevere in 2 course so detrimen- 
tal to the well-being of this nation? Was it pos- 
sible that they could be so deaf to the warning 
voice of truth, and so blind to the signs of the times, 
as not to see the direful state to which their con- 
His 
course, since the first day that he took his seat in 
that House, had been to avoid agitation on that 
subject, ‘and he had, in good, faith voted for every 
measure to suppress it. 

He knew that there were two parties in that 
House, and in the country, in favor of agitation, 
agitation, and for political purposes. He was tru- 
ly sorry that they. existed in any section of the 


; country, and was more so to think that any existed 


in the section from which he came. . 

Itwas to be deprecated that any party, or any 
set of men, whether to the North or Sputh, should 
be found to use such means to place them into 
power; but such there were, and this House, and 
this nation, were to feei the effects of their unhal- 
lowed purposes. 

Sir, said Mr. B. I feel mortified to know that I 
am called on to vote ona subject upon, which I 


~ have just voted, and have been defeated, and must 


know that a similar fate awaits me on the decision 
of this question. Sir, we have been defeated by 
he imprudence and folly of those who, on this 
subject, have professed to act with us. It was the 
weakest stand, as southern men and slaveholders, 
we could havetaken. It was one in which we had 
long seen that we must -be defeated, whenever it 
was put. Why then should gentlemen professing 
to act with us, holding the same sentiments on this 
subject,.aid in making up an issuein which every 
man of discernmeni must have known that defeat 
was unavoidable, and every defeat upon the most 
frivolous question on our part gives both strength 
and encouragement to our enemies? Sir, with po- 
liticians of such imprudence, and with so little 
policy, it is dangerous to act here, or elsewhere. 
But to the preliminary question—shall this pe- 
tition be received? Although we have just been de- 
feated, yes defeated, sir, and shamefully defeated, 
by the imprudence of professing friends, I shall still 
vote against the reception of these diabolical peti- 
tions; believing, as I do, that they are fraught 
with the most alarming, dangerous and appalling 
consequences to the well-being of this country. 
Gentlemen had contended that we were bound to 
receive all petitions, whenever presented. This he 
denied; true it was, that the petitioners had a con- 
stitutional and unalienable right guarantied by the 
Constitution to petition for the redress of grievan- 
ces, a right which none, as he had heard, had 
controverted; for himself, he locked on that as 
one of the most sacred rights of a freeman, and 
one which under no circumstances would he dispa- 
parage or yield. But whenever the petition was 
made and presented there, in his judgment, this 
right ended, and the rights, of the representatives, or 
legislation, commenced. The Constitution (said 
Mr. B.) went no farther than to deelare the right 
to petition. It could not have gone farther, from 
the very nature of things. Why? Because, (said 
he) if it had, the very existenes of your legislative 
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„body would have been endangered, and its dignity 

and-character placed entirely in the hands of every 
senseless and infuriated mob that might choose to 
degrade or insult you. The most frivolous peti- 
tions from women, children, boys, or lunatics, 
might be received, ata greai consumption of the 
thne of this House, and at an enormous expense to 
the people; and the: whole body, under such cir- 
cumstances, might be convened into scenes of 
levity and frivolity totally destructive of the digni- 
ty and character of wise legislation. Such could 
never have been the intention of the framers of 
the Constitution; in that august body, there was 
too much wisdom, dignity-and patriotism to pre- 
sume it. . 

As reference had been made to the Constitution, 
he would read the article that had been alluded to, 
which, it was contended, made it obligatory on the 
part of the House to receive those petitions; and he 
thought its words would be evidence to show that 


the construction that he had put on it was strictly’ 


in harmony with the direct spirit and meaning of 
that instrument. Article the first is in these words: 

“ Congress shall make no Jaw respecting the ès- 
tablishment of religion, or prohibiting the free ex- 
ercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a 
tredress of grievances.” 

This was the language of the Constitution upon 
which such reliance had been placed to justify, and 
make compulsory, the rereption of the petition. 
Sir, (said he,) though the right to apply, or peti- 
tion, by this article, was clear, he saw not the least 
in it that imposed it on this House, as a duty, to 
receive; and the House being under no compulsion 
to receive, it was left discretionary with them to 
receive or not to receive; then, sir, to justify the 
reception must depend on the character of the pe- 
tition and petitioners; and he was sorry to say that 
this brought him, from a sense of duty which he 
owed the people whose representative he was, to 
comment on and investigate both the character of 
the petition and petitionérs. 

What was the character of this petition? from 
the remarks of the very honorable and distinguished 
gentleman who had introduced it, (Mr. Adams of 
Massachusetts,) it was to abolish slavery in the 
District of Columbia? Was it from the citizens of 
the District of Columbia? No, but from the good, 
perhaps he ought to say, better citizens of Massachu- 
setts, three or four hundred miles distant from those 
of this District. Certainly they were, by far, more 
wise than the citizens of the District, as they could 
reside at such a distance from them, and tell so 
much better what was to the interest and welfare of 

_ the citizens of the District. He was sure that the citi- 
zens of the District felt, or ought to feel, extremely 
obliged to the good men, boys, women, and children 
of Massachusetts for their liberality and patriotism, 
and general supervision of the welfare of themselves 
and their District. Such he understood to be the 
character of the petition. It was similar to hun- 


T dreds that had been offered at the last session, 


which, without reception or reading, were referred, 
where they had been no more heard of. Now, 
sir, said he, what was the character of the peti- 
tioners, and who are they that presume to dictate 
and instruct this body how to act towards the peo- 
ple of this District? He was sorry to say, from the 
best evidence that he could obtain, they were a set 
of low, ignorant fanatics, united with some boys; 
and, he was sorry to say, with women. Yes, sir, 
the women of Massachusetts had become legisla 
tors, and were urging their imbecile, timid men to 
action. "The honorable gentleman from Massachu- 
setts (Mr. Adams) had said that there were one 
hundred and fifty female signatures on one list, and 
God knew how many there were on the others. 

Mr. B. said, he thoughtit a portentous foreboding, 
an awful omen, when women were stepping into the 
political theatre, and calling on men to act, ond 
recommending what subjects they should legislate 
on. He felt no disposition to go farther into the 
investigation.of the character of these women; it 
was enough for him to know, that they were females; 

‘he felt a disposition towards them of the kindest na- 
ture, and was ready to say, “Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do.” 


The boys that had petitioned, he understood, 
mostly belonged to their Sunday schools, and were 
almost entirely under the infiuence of their teachers. 
The men were generally ignorant, superstitious 
fanatics, possessing neither religion nor character; 
few of whom hardly ever saw the Constitution’ of 
the United States, and knew still less of the nature 
of our federai compact. They had no interest in 
the District of Columbia, and he presumed little 
elsewhere—ail headed though, and Jed on by artfal, 
designing priests, who, he had not the least doubt, 
from what he could learn of the most liberal and 
intelligent amongst them, were at ihe bottom of the. 
whole of this agitation and excitement. ` 

It was principally the priests in New England 
and elsewhere, that were stirring up this agitating 
and exciting subject. He hazarded nothing in 
saying, when the subject was probed to its bot- 
tom, that that class of men would be found the in- 
stigators of this whole system of. confusion and in- 
iquity. It was your priests that were seizing upon 
the superstition and prejudices of your ignorant 
men,- women, and children. They were the men 
to be stopped and rebuked before this excitement 
could be arrested. They were the men behind the 
curtain, who worked the wires of abolition ex- 
citement. Abolition was priesteraft, concocted and 
brought into existence by their unholy alliance 
with the superstitious and ignorant of both sexes. 
These creatures were ignorant of the nature of our in 
Stitutions, as they are of our local situations and 
condition. It.is to the influence of these gentry, 
that this House is indebted more than to any other 
for the excitement, disorder, and confusion, that is 
witnessed on the annual presentation of these ha- 
rassing petitions. 

Such, sir, is a brief review of the character of 
this Fetition and these petitioners, who claim, as a 
right, to have their petitions received by this 
House. He could not conceive a more degrading 
condition than this House ‘would be placed in, by 
consuming its timc, at an enormous expense to the 
Treasury, in receiving and listening to the petitions 
and memorials of old grannies and a parcel of 
boarding-school misses, in matters of State and le- 
gislation: What light could they throw on a 
subject? When grannies and misses become legis- 
lators, he thought it time for the men of New Eng- 
land to fold up their arms and to go home. The 
Congress of the United States was no place for 
them. Sir, what do they know about the nature 
and condition of slavery in the South? How many 
of them have witnessed it? Not one in a thonsand, 
nor one in fifty of those meekly priests and their 
subalterns, whose unholy biddings they dohere. 
These unfortunate creatures deserve the pity, more 
than the contempt, of the South; but their instiga- 
tors we well understand, and know both how to 
appreciate them and how to treat them, whenever 
they shall come amongst us. The South has not 
been deaf to, nor ignorant of, their designs in 
relation to this matter; their instramentality has 
long been distinctly understood by the southern 
politicians, and well marked out. 

But, sir, if I were disposed to quibble on this 
subject, I would, from the first article of the amend- 
ments of the Constitution, say that the petitioners 
have neither the right to petition, nor the House 
the right to receive such petitions. "Whatsays that 
article? “ Congress shall make no law respecting 
the establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom ‘of 
speech or of the press; or the right of the people , 
peaceably to assemble and to petition theG@ovemmment 
for aredress of grievances.” Now, sir, do these 
petitioners come within the character. of those al- 
luded to by the Constitution? ‘What says the lat- 
ter clause? “ And to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances.” Will you, sir, mark the ob- 
ject of the petitions alluded toby the Constitu- 
tion? The right to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances. I would ask, (said he,) in 
what are these petitioners aggrieved by the exist- 
ence of slavery in this District? They reside, as I 
have before said, in Massachusetts, without one 
particle of interest either in this District, or in any 
one southern or slaveholding State? In what, 
then, can be their grievance, to justify their petis 
tions? They certainly are not such, then, as the 
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Constitution alluded to in its first amendment; and 
their interference. can only. be viewed as officions, 
pragmatic, and-presamptous, and, in his judement, 
did not come strigtly within the description of 
persons alluded. to ; by the: article of the Con- 
stitution that Had been relied on so much,to justify 
_ their eoliduet, and which he had just quoted. He 
saw, then, no obligations. imposed on tne House 
by the Constitution eveñ to recognise the right to 
petition, ‘Under such cireumstances,. and where. 
there was neither grievance complained of nor in- 
terést at'stake by the petitioners. 

The honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Avams,) for whom as a man, ‘he confessed he 
had the highest respect, had worked himself unne- 
cessarily, he thought, into a passion, as though 
some great and invaluable right was about to be 
taken from his constituents, arid: immense injury 
was to result from the refusal on the part of the 
House to receive those petitions. But the gentle- 
man did not tell us, in what that injury consisted. 

- Though the gentleman and his constituents. might 

- think itan injury to them notto. be permitted to 
interfere ‘with other people’s business—other peo- 
ple’s morals—and other people’s religion, he pre» 
sumed, that the free and intelligent people of this 
nation thought otherwise; nor would. they consider 
that honorable gentleman, or his constituents, de- 
prived of any rights, norinflictéd with any injury by 
their being refused permission to do so. f 

Mr. B. continued: Mr. Speaker, said he, some 
honorable gentlemen have said, that we ought to 
reccive the petitions and reject them forthwith: now 
sir.he did not see clearly the force of that reason. If 
the petitions. upon the first blush, were conceived 
to be unworthy of consideration, why receive them 
at all to create a disturbance, and to consume most 

unnecessarily the time of this House, and then retect 
them. He did not see the force of such a posi- 
tion. The petition was pregnant with the most 
alarming consequences, and its consideration or 
agitation here, it was admitted, he believed, by all 
parties, could end in nothing but evil, and most 
detrimental consequences to the integrity of this 
Union. 

The honorable gentleman over the way (Mr. 
Adams,) had said, that courtesy should induce us 
to receive those petitions and treat them respect- 
fully. Under ordinary cases, he did not deny but 
that courtesy should be extended to the applications 
of all persons applying here for a remedy, or for a 
redress of grievance; but he did not think that rea- 
son held good inthe present case. Where the Con- 
gress of the United States and its known wishes, or 
at least a large majority of them, were disrespected, 
and a number of persons continued to harass it, as 
in the present case, from a spirit of obduracy and 
pertinacity, as evidently it appeared to him to be in 
this case, he could not conceive that they were en- 
tilled to the least particle of courtesy from that 
House. On the contrary, he thought it the daty of 
the House, particalarly that part of the bady that 
composed the last Congress, from self-respect, to 
treat without the least courtesy these petitions that 
were now proposed for the consideration of the 
Iowe. What was the character of the petitions? 
They were indentically, in substance, the same that 
had been presented again and again at the last ses- 
sion of Congress, and had been consigned to a si- 
lent reference, without even the form of a reading, 
or a hearing, where they yet sleep the sleep of death. 
Did the petitioners think that there had been any 
alteration in the minds of members here in their fa- 
vor! They certainly must, or their conduct could 
be considered in no other light than insulting and 
audacious. 

They certainly ought to know from what had 
passed at the last session of Congress, that such pe- 
titions had been unfavorably received by this body, as 
well as by the Senate; then why were they contina- 
ed, except from a spirit of obduracy and insolence? 
Such was the character of the petitions, and such 
were the facts under. which they were presented. 
From this view of the whole circumstances, he did 
not see how the courtesy of the House would be at 
all compromitted by the rejection of the peti- 
tions. In fact, he thought the dignity and in- 
dependence of the House much more com- 
promitted by the reception, than by the rejection 


„finitely worse. 
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of the petitions, whose sole object he seriously 
believed was to agitate and harass the country, 
without the remotest prospects of producing a sin- 
gle practicable good. He did not consider himself 


“at ‘liberty, from considerations of courtesy, at any 


time to inflicta wound on the harmony and peace 
of this conntry. He, therefore, conceived that the 
House was under no obligations, whether cour- 
tcous, or discourteous, to receive any petitions or 
memorials so offensively obnoxious, as upon its 
first appearance,.it must be obvious to all had in 
contemplation the most extensive mischiefs to the 
public weal. 
The honorable gentleman on his left (Mr. Reed): 
had contended very strenuously for the right of pe- 
tition, as guarantied by the Constitution of the 
United States. No man had a greater regard for 


every article of that sacred instrument said Mr. B. 


than he had. It was his text-book on all con- 
structions of political power; but with due respect 
to thé opinions of that honorable gentleman 
to the contrary notwithstanding, he must say 
that the Constitution had in view as well the 
rights, privileges, and protection of the people’s 
representatives, and consequently of this body, as 
the people themselves, from which a reciprocal be- 
nefit was enjoyed by both, and the protection of 
each he thought equally necessary to the preser- 
vation of liberty, and a proper and free adminis- 
tration of this Government. | 

Honorable gentlemen had contended that the 
right of petition was sacred, and should not be cur- 
tailed or abridged. He would be the last man in 
that House or out of it, to attempi either; but after 
petitioning, there the right stopped, and those of 
the Congress commen¢ed; and it was equally es- 
sential to preserve the latter as the former; and the 
Constitution, and its illustrious framers, had it 
equally as much in view. The right of reception 
was not, nor could it be made, a necessary conse- 
quence of the right of petition. They were sepa- 
rate and distinct objects in the contemplation of the 
Constitution, and are necessarily made so for the 
protection of each. It had been justly and appro- 
priately said, that where the right of Congress to 
consider began, there the right of petitioners was at 
anend. Ifthe House had a right to. consider. the 
propriety of reception, it necessarily included the 
right to refuse or reject the reception of that or any 
other petition, and without maintaining that right 
in the Congress, the whole body would be subject 
to continual insuit and degradation, which would 
prove, sooner or later, subversive of our whole re- 
publican institutions. When that body became so 
that it could not protect itself from degradation and 
insult, it would be time for a dissolution of our po- 
litical elements, and the reorganization of one com- 
petent to the performance of the functions of a bet- 
ter Government. 

Mr. B. said, he would now say cne word as to 
the effects and detrimental character of those peti- 
tions. Besides the effects of agitation which had 
been seized on with so much avidity by a certain 
set of politicians to get up an excitement for politi- 
cal purposes, it had produced the most deleterious 
consequences to those very persons whose conditions 
they proposed to alleviate. What southern man 
did not know, since the agitation of this subject by 
those wretchedly ignorant fanatics, that the condi- 
tion of every slave to the South had been made in- 
He believed there was seareely a 
single State in which there existed slavery, which 
State had not since the stirring of this question by 
the abolitionists, increased by legislative enactments 
the severity -of their police laws in relation to their 
slaves. i 

He knew, of his own knowledge, that the liberties 
and privileges heretofore exercised and enjoyed 
by the slaves in the State which he had the honor, 
in part, to represent, had been more abridged and 
curtailed since the abolitionists had taken this sub- 
ject in hand, than they ever had been before, since 
his. earliest recollection; and, from what he had 
learned from gentlemen from the other slavehold- 
ing States, and bis own personal observation on 
that subject, it was a fact almost universal in each 
and every one; and this was what was called phi- 
lanthropy. by those poor ignorant deluded creaturés! 
‘Thus they were binding and riveting the shackles; 
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through their ignorance, on the very creatures 
whom they profess a wishto relieve. Sir, (said Mr. 
B.) the -abolitionists know nothing of the subject 


about which they would have us to legislate. They 


. know nothing of the feelings of: the people of the 


South on this subject, and they know less of the 
situation and conditiori of those about whom they 
have become’ so pragmatic, and over whose op- 
pressed condition they would shed so many tears. 


They are yet to learn that they themselves are the | 


worst enemies that a southern slave’ has at this 
time on the earth. They are yet vo learn that 
every effort of their officious and insulting inter- 
meddling ‘with the property of the South, contri- 
butes to make the South.make that property more 
secure, at the expense of the personal privilege of 
the slaves, which we inherited of our ancestors as 
property under the Constitution-of our country; the 
right to which ‘no southern man or slaveholder 
would condescend to dispute here. . 

Mr. B. said the South was easily exċited on this 
subject from two reasons, the first was, that they 
looked upon this officious interfereùce with their 
property, as a national insult, and a personal re- 
flection on every slaveholder. They did not ap- 
prehend, that these insolent, intermeddling fanatics, 
could inflict on them. the least injury whatever. 
They dared them to show their faces among them. 
They were prepared and well knew how to receive 
them whenever they approached. Should those 
ladies however, who had made themselves conspi- 
cuous in their petitions pay a visit to the South, he 
was not prepared to say in what manner they would 
be received; if they were under arms led on by 
their holy priesthood, whose handy work wasso plain- 
ly to be seen in every part of the whole transaction 
of their deluded followers, he was fearful that their 
reception might not be so very acceptable; but, un- 
der any other circumstances, he would vouch, that 
against the gallantry and chivalry of the South 
they. would enter wo complaint.. He most fer- 
vently prayed, that if the time ever did arrive, 
when the people of the north should become so 
priest-ridden as to engage in this unholy enterprise, 
that those reverend gentlemen might be the first 
that were sent on this holy crusade, and placed in 
the front of the battie. He believed upon their 
heads rested all the consequences that might grow 
out of the conduct of the abolitionists, and that 
their unholy garments would he stained with every 
drop of blood that would be spilt in this despicable 
contest, whether by civil war, or from servile in- 
surrection, ` 

He was not apprehensive that that class of politi- 
cians would.ever be able to inflict any real or ex- 
tensive injury on the people of the South; no, the 
people of that section of country defied. all the ef- 
forts of all the abolitionists in the world; they 
were fully prepared for them now, and were daily 
becoming more so.: They understood, full well, 
the unholy ambition of the priesthood who had 


kindled up this flame to the East and North, and 


who were now engaged in taking’ the advantage of 
the ignorant women and boys throughout the 
country. Look at the petitions; what one was not 


‘headed by a priest of some denomination or other, 


and filled up in part of women and children, adults 
and boys? A strict police was only necessary to 
proclaim their approach, and the measure of their 
inquity was immediately meted out to them. 

But there was another reason, an apprehension, 
a serious, solemn‘apprehension, a dread of holy hor- 
ror felt by every intelligent statesman, whose heart 
had ever throbbed with a patriotic emotion, for 
the bonds that bind together this sacred Union. 

Let the first step be taken here—let the first 
blow be struck—the first enactment made here on 
that subject—revenge and dissolution of these States 
would be the war-cry from the Susquehanna to the 
Sabine, from the Balize to Mason and Dixon’s line. 
No, sir, you cannot act upon this subject. here. 
Whenever it was settled,he had, on another occasion 
declared, that it would not be within these walls, 
nor. upon paper—nor parchment—nor by pact—nor 
compacts. The very first attempt to legislate on 
it would sever this Union into fragments; and it 


_ was ignorance-—idle—worse than stupidity itself, for 


gentlemen to shut. their eyes, and affect blindness 
to the consequences that must neeessarily ensue 
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from such an attempt—and he had little sagacity, 
indeed, who did not foresee in this act the inevita- 
ble downfall and prostration of our whole political 
fabric: Yes, sir, in the dissolution of this Unicn 
would end the fairest Republic that the world had 
ever beheld, andits downfallbe hailed with transport 
and joy by the kingdoms and popedoms of the earth. 
Can we then sitsilent and see the germs of our disso- 
lution planting and sprouting, and menacing the en- 
tire overthrow: of our national. existence? Sir, 
(said he,) no voice should be silent on such .an 
occasion. ‘The people should be aroused from one 
‘end of the nation to. the other, and the dangers that 
imperilled them proclaimed in a loud voice. 

These clerical mischief-makers—these sacerdotal 
panders, should be well watched. It was a covert 
movement, in his opinion, with them, to insinuate 
the influence of their Church in State, and to en- 
slave mankind, like their predecessors, who had 
flooded all Europe and Asia for three centuries 
with christian blood, and consigned to the faggot 
and the flames three hundred thousand souls, vic- 
tims of that heartless—merciless tribunal—the In- 
quisition. An ambitious clergy in all ages had 

rover the greatest curses to national quietude, and 
Fappinesė of mankind, and had been produc- 
tive of more calamities to the human race than any 
one other cause yet known tothe history of the 
world. Like the element of fire, the clergy, in 
their proper and appropriate spheres, might prove 
a blessing to mankind; but when they left that 
sphere, all history had proven that their influence 
was more destructive than the consuming flame. 
Their march over the human mind was clandes- 
tine, and their influence furtive; their most effec- 
tual enemy had ever been an exposition of their 
designs, when their feebleness became as apparent 
as their motives were execrable. “When the world 
once saw their designs in their true characters, they 
had never failed to become not only objects of con- 
tempt, but of disgust and detestation. They should 
be the last on. earth to tamper with the rights of an 
intelligent people. 

The slaveholding States would regard the first 
attempt to legislate on that subject, in the District 
of Célumbia, as ‘an “entering-wedge,” to further 
legislation for other Territories and States of this Un- 
ion, and he would warn gentlemen to pause before 
they took the first step in a matter more momentous 
in national importance by far than the revolution 
by which this nation gained its independence, and 
established on the ruins of arbitrary power, the 
freest republie for the protection and preservation of 
constitutivnal liberty that is recerded on the pages 
of modérnor ancient history. Let gentlemen pause 
then, he repeated, before they gave the least coun- 
tenance or toleration to a practice, or measures, 
franght with a train of evils and calamities that un- 
born generations might yet live to deplore. As 
wisdom proclaimed that the first spark that fell 
that threatened a conflagration, should be imme- 
diately extinguished, so true policy proclaimed that 
the first step about to be taken that threatened the 
very existence of our Federal Government, ani to 
produce consequent evils thatno human tongue 
could foretell, should be opposed and thwarted upon 
its very threshhold: - For one, he had ever bgen dis- 

osed to show them not the least countenance here 
or elsewhere, and so help him God he never would 
so long as he entertained the least regard for this 
Union, ahd the preservation of our present form of 
Government, which that subject ‘threatened with 
such immediate and imminent danger. 

Mr. B. said the honorable gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr. Adarns,) he thought in the sinceri- 
ty of his heart, as he had before intimated, was do- 
ing his constitutents and the northern and eastern 
people generally, the grealest injury, as well as 
injustice. If, said he, this course of things is per- 
sisted in, whether for political effect here or else- 
where, it will be impossible, in 


for any gentleman, merchant, or otherwise from 
the north or east, to reside in any one of the south- 
ern States, or even to travel through any one of 
these States—many of which have hitherto been 
to them the meré abodes of hospitality and kind- 
ness, 


vile’ agitator, and put to’ the greatest iniconve- 


future, (such will | 
be the prejudices, that it will excite to the South,) | 


without being. suspected, ‘as a spy orser- | 
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niences. Such would be the effect of this very mis- 
guided course persued by his own countrymen. 
Sir, said he, this isa practical view of the subject 
that I take, and in which I believe that the con- 
tinued agitation of this subject by the abolitionists, 
must eventually and inevitably result, and which at 
no distant. day, would amount to an entire non- 
intercourse between these two communities. He 
would here ask, if that enterprising people were 
prepared to do any thing that would so much con- 
tribute to oppose their interest, as private citizens, 
and to destroy their greatest prosperity? If they 
were a prudent, thinking people, they could not be 
blinded longer by a designing priesthood, or ambi- 
tious, jealous politicians. The project, therefore, 
of these deluded, ignorant fanatics, would clearly 
be more injurious to their own neighbors, than to 
those whom they sought to affect, but who were 
far, as private persons, placed beyond their bane- 
ful influence, and, as such, it was out of their pow- 
er to affect their private property or their personal 
safety. It was only in a national point of view 
that they could affect the South, and that by de- 
stroying this Union, which composed this great and 
benign Government under which we lived; by ef- 
fecting which, they themselves were obliged to be 
the greatest losers. Let any statesman ‘examine 
the subject, and that fact would be demonstrated 
beyond controversy. Why, then, should that de- 
luded and miserable set of agitators receive the 
countenance of the North and East, more than 
from the South, while their efforts were so well eal- 
culated to cripple their best interests, and check 
their growing prosperity. 


It is impossible that that sagacious people, here- 
tofore so much famed for their foresight and intel- 
ligence, should now become so steeped in priest- 
craft, superstition and prejudice, 2s not to be lon- 
ger able to see their glaring impolicy, and the total 
subversion of their best interest, by their perse- 
verance in the wild, impracticable, and visionary 
course pursued by their priesthood in their aboli- 
tion efforts: Truly degenerate must the sons of 
those revolutionary fathers of New England be, 
who contributed so much in effecting the glorious 
independence ofthis great republican empire—and 
is it possible that these hardy sons of the North 
and East should be so delinquent in duty, as to re- 
quire now to be spurred on by the petitions of 
adults, women, and school children. Sir, the whole 
subject is farcical, originated by the priesthood to 
acquire disticlinction and political notoriety: such 
a one as should meet the contempt and ridicule of 
the sturdy sons of democracy of the East, North, 
and South, and such as should be indulged only 
in thedreams of old maids, grannies, and children. 
There is notan idea connected with any part of the 
subject that deserves the name of manliness, and 
becoming the consideration of an intelligent states- 
man. : 


Are these people yet to learn to weigh the con- 
sequence of a severance of this Union, and parti- 
cularly when fanaticism and anti-slavery become 
the avowed cause? Have they yet to count the 
cost, and anticipate the loss of this mad project? 
Are they still ignorant, that a non-intercourse law 
would be the immediate consequence of a separa- 
tion offthe two sections of this country? Are they not 
aware that commercial regulations would be immedi- 
ately entered into by the south with the European pow 
ers on more advantageous terms than it is now 
had with them? Would not Great Britain jump at 
such a proposition, and embrace with avidity the 
manifold advantages that she would realize from 
the acquisition of such measures? Then, sir, what 
would become of your manufactories to the North 
and Eas? From what country would you get your 
raw materials, particularly cotton? Where would 


-you find a market for your fabricated materials? 


Your coarse cottons and woollens that are now con- 
sumed almost exclusively by the slaves of the 
South. Surely northern politicians must have 
taken, but a  bird’s-eye-view of this subject, 
who can even connive at such a course of suicidal 
policy? There would necessarily be a perfect 
stagnation in every branchof your manufactories, 
anda scene of distress and confusion, want and 
penury would follow 1m thick succession—hitherto 


unknown to any part of the population of this 
country. : Pty ee : 

But, sir, (said he,) these are not all-of the ca- 
lamities that such a policy would inflict on those -~ 
unfortunate’ people. In whose hands, he would 
ask, was now placed nineteeri-twentieths of the 
shipping of. this country? Certainly, in’ those of . 
the good people of the North and East. What, sir, 
would become of them and their commerce at 
such a time? Where would you find employment 
for your sailors and seamen, excluded from the 
southern ports and southern trade? Your shipping 
would be left to rot in’ your own ports and harbors, 
and your seamen to prow! through your cities in’ 
beggary and want. Stich, Mr: Speaker, would be 
the inevitable effects, in my humble judgment, of 
a non-intercourse law passed by the southern States, 
on the interest of the North and East; and to suche 
it must come at last, if the North and East are so 
blended with superstition and fanaticism as to give 
countenance to the Quixotic projects of the aboli- 
tionists. Y 

It is in vain for them to flatter themselves that 
the southern people would prefer the continuance 
of this Union to a surrender of their right to their 
property, under any -conditions or circumstances 
that might be proposed by foreign interference or 
fanatical agitation. No: there was not. a member 
in that House fromthe South that would pause a 
moment in preferring the inviolable retention of his 
right to his property, to a continuance of this 
Union; and should that question ever be made, 
which was now threatened by the character of the 


| petition on your table, gentlemen deceived ‘them~ 


selves egregiously, if they.expected to hear one dis- 
senting voice in any southern or slaveholding State 
of this Union. He cotild assure the House, how~ 
ever much they might be divided in relation to men 
and abstract political principles, that on that sub- 
ject at least there was but one sentiment prevalent 
throughout every slaveholding State of this Union, 
so far as his information extended. In fact,a man 
who paused in a decision on that subject, to the 
South would be deemed and treated as a traitor. 
He implored honorable gentlemen from all sections 
of the Union, if they had any lurking doubts or 
suspicions on that subject, forthwith to discard 
them. The whole scheme was impracticable, short 
of the bloodiest civil and. religious war that had 
ever been witnessed or recorded in the history of 
man; and before it could be effected, the fairest 
portion of this favored land of republican freemen 
would be truly converted into “a howling wilder- 
ness.” And were consequences like these to pre- 
ent no barrier to the wild enthusiasm of a fiend- 
like fanaticism? He called on gentlemen upon all 
sides of the House .to pause well before they took 
the first step to give countenance to the insanity of 
these fanatical madmen. f ` 
Mr. B. said, so far as he was interested, it would 
not make the least diference to him, as a private 
man, to livein a separated ora united Government; 
but, as a public man and an American statesman, 
he felt the deepest interest for the perpetuity of the 
Union, and the sacred fraternity of the Siates; and 
it was that to which we must all comeatlast if this 
question ever gained ascendancy in the Congress 
of the United States. The South would be compelled 
to decide, whether they would give up their own 
property or the Union. Was there a single man 
in the nation so ignorantas notto know what wopid 
be their unanimous decision on that subject? Sit, 
said he, I repeat it, without fear of contradiction, 
that there is nota man to the south of. the Poto-. 
mac, that would not be looked on as a traitor, that 
would hesitate in deciding against the continuance 
of this Union under such degrading circumstances. 
Such a one could not live amongst us, and it is for 
the eastern and northern abolitionists te press us 
to make this most sad decision. What, then, will - 
be their condition? Will they havé liberated one 
slave more? Willit not be placed farther cut of 
their power ever to do this? Will they not have to 
decide, too, on this great alternative? Will they 
not have to decide whether they will remain mem- 
bers of this Union with the slaveholding States, or 
to separate from them in consequence of thelr ean- 
tinuing to hold their slaves? Sir, let them look to 
their commmerce—theit manufaetories. Let them 
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- Jook to a non-intercourse with the southern States, 
and what will become of: these. great sources of 
wealth, enterprise, and even sustenance to a great 
part of their. population. , 

‘To a New England man, human nature can not 
conceive a project more suicidal and. self-immola- 
ting, than that now agitated by the religious fanatics 
and priesthood of the Eastern and Northern States. 


But such a policy could only be expected, when | 


‘politicians were prompted to action by the exhorta- 
tions of: women and children. It is not the field, 


. nor is it in the cabinet, where the council of lovely, 


‘woman, has been found most potent; to adorn her 
sex, she is destined for a different sphere, and it is 
for the want of men, : ; 
“Phat women become most Mannish grown, 
; And assume the part that men should act alone.” 
He would tell the abolitionists not a single object 
* that they contended for could they accomplish, 
_ short of a civil war, and one too, that would drench 
the fairest fields of this great Republic with brothers’ 
blogd; and that they are stupid—silly—idle creatures, 
who dream of the contrary. Where then ‘will be 
found their women and children, who crowd this 
House with silly petitions? Were their priests? In the 
tented field? No sir, buiskulking, shivering, shrinking 
from danger and responsibility, and even then deny- 
ing the part that they had once taken in getting up this 
tragic drama? Will their women then be seen in the 
field, amid the clangor of arms, and the shouts of vic- 
tory, or heard in their cabinet with the crics of their 
children around them? Let the hardy sons of New 
England, who have had little or nothing to do -with 
getting up this excitement, but on whom alone the 
brunt of war would rest, if acted out, answer this! 
hey have never heretofore required the eries of 
their children, and the erhortation of their women to 
urge them on in defence of their rights. He look- 
edon the whole of the present attempt of the priest- 
hood and abolitionists, as a libel on their character, 
and he believed, as.he had every reason to. hope, 
that it would be ultimately proven so. No, they 
knew too well that their rights had not been inyad- 
ed by their bretheren to the South—not even 
threatened by them; and he would not for a moment 
believe that that intelligent people would ever 
plunge this country into all the horrors of civil war, 
to gratify the base, cunning, ambitious designs of an 
unprincipled, ignorant priesthood, who dared. to 
speak alone through their women and children, 
and thusto instigate to false action men whom 
they would not meet face to face, and measure rea~ 
son against reason, on the impolicy and evil con- 
sequences of their acts. 

But, said Mr. B. this is no new mode with the 

riests to insinuate the influence ofchurch in state. 

t has been by the acquisition of such influence 
over the “weaker vesel,” the imbecile and ignorant 
of all ages, that they have suceeding in enslaving 
mankind, which nothing but the light of reason, 
the progress of science, and the rapid march of 
universal intelligence, have contributed so much to 
dispel. : 

If there be any that yet doubt of the baneful ef- 
fects of this unwarrantable interference of the 
church in the affairs of state, let him cast his eyes 
over the history of the middle ages; let him view 
through that mirror through which is reflected a 
scene of blood and carnage that deluged the bar- 
rens of both Europe and Asia for four centuries 
with blood; and have in vain challenged the his- 
tory of the world fora parallel: and let him an- 
swer, when have similar causes failed to produce 
like effects? 

Mr. Speaker, said he, I am no alarmist. IT would 
to God I could allay this spirit of fanaticism and 
folly, and that every man, woman, and child, in 
this land, could view it in all its native deformities, 
It poisons every fountain of social intercourse, and 
breathes over the whole circle of its malign-infin- 
ence a blighting and withering exhalation, before 
whose pestiferous biast all nature seems to sicken 
and decay. 

But, str, perhaps, I have dwelt long enough on 
this part of this disturbing subject. Atleast I haye 


my cwn conviction of the indelicate, if not the 


- mere unenviable situation that honorable gentle- 
men assume here, who persist in presenting these 
petitions, and urging their consideration on this 


House; a situation that no honorable member 
could be desirous to covet, however fond he might 
be of notoriety.. He had always regretted exceed- 
ingly, whenever he had seen an honorable member 
of that House rise and announce his intention to 
present a petition of that character. . He thought 
it much more fitting and patriotic in honorable 
members to put all such in their pockets, or return 
them to their deluded, short-sighted authors; or, 
perhaps, to those wily priests who had been more 
instrumental in getting them up. Yes, sir, better, 
far better, would the venerable and honorable: gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts. (Mr. Adams) serve 
the cause of liberty, religion, and the peace and 
permanence of this Government, were he to return 
them to his constituents, whether men, or women, or 
children, and warn them of the perils and dangers 
that they provoke by their follies. Let him go and 
convince them of the impracticability of their Uto- 
pian, visionary crusade against theriguts of southern 
men, who would sooner see their fields and their for- 
ests deluged with blood than yield to such a foe one 
particle of that sacred right that they had inherited 
from their fathers, under their constitution, and held 
without. molestation for the better half of a century. 
Let him teach these constituents, for uninformed 
they must be, how revolting it is to the feelings of 
honorable men to'have impudent strangers, totally 
ignorant of their situations or conditions, to intrude 
on their deliberation, and undertake to dictate to 
them in what manner‘ they should treat a subject, 
or dispose of it, in which they have nota single 
interest, and of which, from the very nature of 
things, they cannot have any thing like ccrrect in- 
formation. Lct him, sir, return with his idle, 
self-immolating petitions, and endeavor to dispel 
from the eyes of these weak deluded petitioners the 
trance thathas been so ingeniously imposed on 
them by an ambitious, cunning, designing, but 
dastardly priesthood, whose predecessors have done 
suv much mischief to mankind through all ages, 
without hazarding the first hem of their garments in 
battle? Let him show, what all history has proven 
to be the consequences of a religious war, and that 
such must be, if persisted ın by them, (and they 
can stir up enough to effect it) the ‘unquestionably 
inevitable result in the present case. 

Let no man deceive himselfin the nature of this 
extraordinary project of fanaticism? There- may 
yet grow cut of it scenes that, in enormity, will by 
far outstrip those enacted by the Christian and 
Turk in the twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth cen- 
turies, and with what final benefit to the christian 
world, Jet history speak. Yes, sir, procced with 
your fanatic designs, and you may light up a blaze 
of even a religious war, that may end in the exter- 
mination of one portion or the other of our fairest 
countrymen. Will the christians of the South, 
whose religion it is to hold slaves, yield in their 
love for their religion, and piety, to those of the 
North, who have thus undertaken to pass sentence 
of condemnation on them? No: You will find some 


of our oldest and ablest men of the church, who | 


have grown grey under their present institutions, 
where slavery is tolerated, taking the field in re- 
sistance to the. usurpation and insolence of their 
foreign invaders, in defence of their religion, their 
rights, and their property. ‘The church, too, may 
not escape the shock that some of their designing 
priests may have intended alone for state, by 
which the foundation of their presbyteries and epis- 
copacies may be shaken to their centres; and it may 
shortly become necessary for the South to prescribe 
the limits to these ministcrial incendiaries and their 
unholy abettors. To such a slate of frensy have 
they already excited the indignant feelings of the 
people of the South, that suspicion amounts to the 
conviction of any-suspected of being am incendiary. 
The forms of a trial have been dispensed with, and 
will be, under this state of excitement, and the ac- 
cused, though innocent, by the madness and folly 
of abolitionism, may be, in the hurry of the excite- 
ment that they have created, dragged to an igno- 
minious punishment. : 

Mr. B. continued. He would again repeat it 
that those. ignorant creatures knew not-what they 
had been doing; some of them were noteven acauaini- 
ed with the extent of the mischief, that they had 


were. more ignorant than themselves of the true 
nature of the subject, that they had presumed to 
instruct and dictate to. this House, in what manner 
it should act. He hesitated not to say, when 
this subject approached to extremes, that its mis- 
chiefs would recoil on the heads of its authors, 
though perhaps, at the expense of the happiness and 
lives of thousands and tens of thousands better souls, 

. Mr. B. was proceeding to show how much more 
the northern and eastern States would be. effected 
by a dissolution of the States, and asubversion of the 
present Government, than the southern and south- 
western States would be; when he gave way to Mr. 
Taytor of New York, on whose motion the House 
adjourned, and before the subject was taken up again, 
the House adopted Mr. Hawes’s resolution to lay 
all petitions of that character.on the table, without 
reading, or entertaining any further action on them. 


| ` Norz.—In justice to the ministers of the Bap- 

tist and Methodist churches, from the best informa- 

tion had on the subject, they have had but little, if 
| any thing, to do with getting up this fanatical ex- 
citement; and in the South it is believed that ‘they 
are unanimousiy opposed to every step that the 
; fanatics have taken in relation to abolition. 


- CESSION OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 
REMARKS OF Mr. HUBBARD 


Or New HAMPSHIRE. 

In Senate, February 11, 1837.—-The bill to cede the 
Public Lands to the States in which they lie, be- 
ing under consideration—-the questidn being on 
its second reading: 

Mr. HUBBARD remarked, that he presumed 
that all those who wished to be heard in support of 
this bill, had enjoyed the opportunity. And he 
would at once make the motion to lay the bill upon 
the table, in order to test the opinion of the Senate 
| as to the policy of the measure, if he did not con- 
sider himself called upon to make some few gene- 
ral observations in relation to this subject. He in- 
tended, however, to submit that motion before he 
resumed his seat. And he will now proceed to 
state the particular reasons which wil! induce him 
tosubmit the motion. He certainly cannot with any 
truth, be charged with entertaining any feeling un- 
friendly to the new States. He was their friend. 
He had been their friend. And he could appeal 
with confidence to the records of this and of the 
other House, as evidence of the truth of the asser- 
tion. He had sustained here and elsewhere every 
measure which was calculated to advance their in- 
terests; unless it could be inferred that he had 
given evidence of his hostility by opposing 
a general reduction in the price of the pub- 
lic lands, wheresoever they may be located. 
This he had done. 
a course was necessary to the interests of the States 
northwest of the Ohio. Certainly such a course 
could not be just to the interests of the old States. 
He would not be found in opposition even to the 
application of the graduation principle, whenever 
he was satisfied that any portion of the public do- 
main was over-valued at $1 25 per acre; but, for 
one, he entertained no doubt that a very large por- 
; tion of the public lands, liable to private entry, was 
j hot only worth the minimum price, but would com- 
mand it at any time in market. In making the 
motion which he designed to make, he would as- 
sure his friends from the new Siates that he was 
actuated by no unkind feeling to them, but from a 
sense of public duty. The course of the remarks 
of the Senator from South. Carolina, would 
lead any one to suppose that he had brought 
this subjcot forward out-of pure regard. to 
the interesis of the new States. That he con- 
sidered there. was existing a great inequality in 
privilege between the new and the old States, in 
this and in the other House of Congress ;.that there 


| was a degree of subserviency on the part of the 


new States—a want of independence; and that 
this bill, if it should become a law, would give to 
the new States equal rights—would free them from 
the thraldom now imposed upon them, and. place 


been induced by others to set on foot; in fact, none || ‘them ona footing. equally mudependent with their 


He could not believe thatsuch ` 


X 
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Senate. 


sister States. Can this be so? Where is the evi- 
dence of this inequality ?—of this cmbarrasment 
on the part of the new States? Whereis the evi- 
denee of any disposition on the part of the old 
States to hold the new States in check? It is not 
tobe found. Thehistory of the legislation of Con- 
gress, from the foundation of the Government, 


cannot fail to furnish evidence of an unceasing ` 


and unfailing devotedness among ‘the representa- 
tives of the‘old States, in the Senate and in the 
- House of Representatives, to the best interest of 
the new States. The honorable Senator from Mis- 
sissippi farthest from me, (Mr. Black,) and the hon- 
orable Senator from Missouri, (Mr. Linn,) have, on 
more than one oocasion, admitted that the represena- 
tives from the old had not only been just, but gene- 
rous to the new States. The fact is so, and the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina is mistaken, if he supposes 
that the interests of the new States have been embar- 
rassed in the slightest degree- by the action of Con- 
gress heretofore. The reverse is the fact. Their 
interests have been invariably promoted, even at 
the sacrifice of the rights, in some measure, of the 
old States themselves. 
The Senator expresses his.surprise that this bill 
should be opposed at this stage; that it should be 
refused a second reading; that the Senate should 
object even toits printing. He was not aware 
that the question of printing had been made. He 
certainly had no objection to have the bill printed; 
‘put he was opposed to [ts second reading; because, 
if read a second time, it would have to be referred 
toa committee, and would be open to a full dis- 
cussion. ` f EEE 
He could not but regret-that the Senator had in- 
-troduced this bill; and might he not now ask, as he 
had on a former day, why has he done this at this 
late period of the session, when only seventeen 
working days could come. before this Congress 
must terminate its labors? Why has the Senator 
seen fit, at this time, to introduce this subject be- 
fore the Senate and the nation? certainly a subject 
of higher importance than any other—a subject 
more immediately affecting the interests of the 
whole people than any other. The Senator himself 
says that he does not expect that the bill will re- 
ceive any definite legislation during the present 
session, but he wishes the bill referred, and a re- 
port made. He wishes the subject debated. He 
considers it so important a subject that it should be 
debated at large, and for days, before any report 
for or against the project should be'sent forth to the 
people. He was entirely opposed to any such pro- 
ceeding; and if there was a public, a pressing ne- 
cessity for the measure—if it was founded in 
. general policy, it is somewhat remarkable that the 
Senator fromSouthCarolina did notat the commence- 
ment of the session bring this bill forward, when 
there would have been time not only for delibera- 
tion, but for action. He must object, therefore, 
most strenuously, to any further proceeding at this 
time upon this subject; and he could not but feel 
some surprise that the Senators from the new States 
_are among those who are urging action upon this 
measure. As a friend of the new States—as a 
friend of the bill which has so recently passed the 
Senate, and been sent to the House of Representa- 
tives, he would say that no further action ought to 
take place upon. the measure now before the Senate. 
It occurred to him, and must occur to every Senator, 
that the pendency of this bill here would greatly 
embarrass, if not entirely. defeat, the final passage 
of the bill to which he had. just referred. There 
certainly could be no occasion for passing that bill, 
if there is to be a favorable action upon’ this. 
The bill presented .by the Senator. from South 
Carolma. proposes to cede to the new States, on cer- 
tain terms, all the unsold lands. within their respec- 
tive limits. Should this become a law, there would 
be much propriety in permitting the new States, re- 
spectively, to make their own pre-emption regula- 
tions, for the benefit-of their own citizens. . There 
‘cannot be, in his judgment, a single good reason as- 
gigied for the passage of the bill before the House 
of Representatives if this billis to be passed. He 
would, therefore, most sincerely advise the Senators 
trom the new States, friendly to that bill, not to 
urge action at this. time upon this bill: such a 
eonrse must be known to the members of the House 
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of Representatives, and must prevent action upon 
the bill now before that body. He was aware that 
some of the Senators from the new States were not 
very strongly in fayour of that bill; but it. was 
nevertheless regarded as a measure for the benefit, 
and, in his judgment, for the- exclusive benefit of the 
new States. His worthy friend, the Senator from 
Missouri, (Mr. Linn,) had frankly admitted, 
what he believed: to be truth, that the bill which 
had: been so recently passed by the Senate, 
was a most advantageous measure to the new 
States; that they had no reason ‘to ask for or. to ex- 
pect a better bill; and whoever will carefully ex- 
amine all its provisions, must concur in opinion 
most fully with the Senator from Missouri. And 
yet Senators from the new States, before that bill 
could have left this Hall, are found advocating, 
and with all their power and influence supporting, 
the bill offered by the Senator from South Caro- 
lina. _ He must be permitted to say that such a 
course is full of danger to the bill now before the 
House. He had not a single doubt, that unless 
the bill now before the Senate is put to rest, 
there will be no farther action upon the bill now 
before House. He was, therefore; as the friend 
of that bill which had been so fully considered by 
the Senate, and which had so long engaged the at- 
tention and the tinie of the Senators, and which had 
so recently passed this body—unwilling ta takea step 
which would embarrass its further progress. He 
should voie, for this reason, to lay the bill offered by 
the Senator from South Carolina on the table, as 
he considers such a course would be more respect- 
ful than to deny it a second reading. 

He was opposed to any further proceeding upon 
this bill, because, as he had before stated, the public 
and private business now on the calendar imperi- 
ously demands all the consideration and all the 
time of the Senate. ‘There is no time for an extend- 
ed discussion upon this measure. Such a course 
would be most unjust to the public, and would be 
most ruinous to individual, to private interests. 
There are hardly days ehough remaining: of this 
Congress, to give to the public business now on the 
docket, the attention and consideration which that 
public business demands. But, in addition to this, 
there are also individual claims which have long 
been before the Senate, and which are of the great- 
est importance to the persons concerned, and which 
it would be most oppressive and unjust, to post- 
pone for the sake of a mere debate upon this measure. 
He was therefore opposed to further proceeding on 
this ground. But even if there was time, he would 
object, and strenuously object, to any interference 
with the public domain in the way proposed by the 
Senator from South Carolina, His own State had 
a deep interest in this property; it belonged to the 
people of New Hampshire in common with the peo- 
ple of the other States and Territories. And who has 
asked the Senator from South Carolina to move 
in this affair? He would not agree that the pro- 
perty of his people should be ceded away without 
their consent. He would not himself take such a 
step unasked and unsolicited, and he should pro- 
test against any other person taking such a course. 
The history of the revolution well show full well 
what had been done by his native State in the ac- 
quisition of the public domain; and he never could 
or would lend his aid in the disposal of the public 
lands without the approval and without direction 
of his people: There are no memorials before the 
Senate, even from the new States, for this cession. 
Those which had been referred to would be found 
to ask only for particular cessions, and for special 
parposes. He would not, then, move further. 
Enough has already been done. The Senator has 
introduced his bill; it has been discussed. The bill 
and the arguments in its favor will be printed; 
they will go forth, and wili have the effect of call- 
ing the public mind to the consideration of the 
subject; and there he would leave-it, and wait for 
the expression of the will of the American people 
in relation to this absorbing subject. 

The Senator from Mississippi says that the sub- 
ject ought to be debated, that the bill ought to be 
committed, and that reports containing arguments 
for and against the measure ought to be sent forth 
to the people; and he could not but consider it dis- 
respectful to the feelings of the new States to deny 
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this favor, - He certainly, for one, meant ‘no 
disrespect to the feelings of the new States, and 
yethe could not yield “his assent to the proposi 
tion, for the reasons which he had assigned. ; He 
was utterly opposed. to a.report going forth to the 
people, under the authotity of the Senate, in: favor - 
of the measure. Such would be inevitably the 


case if the Senate proceeded further. If it was. . 


committed, a majority of the commitice would be 
the friends of the measure; the report would be the 
report of that majority; it would go forth to the 
American people as the act of the Senate.’ ‘The 
time has not yet arrived when any such proceeding 
would be or ought to be justified. The question 
involved is one affecting the interests of the whole 
people; and nothing would do more to prejudice the 
very measure in contemplation than to send forth, 
at a tie like the present, a report as the act of the 
Senate, calculated to forestall public opinion: 

_ He must, therefore, oppose any further proceed- 
ing of the Senate upon this measure. He viewed 
it as calculated to embarrass the bill for which he 
had voted, and which had been so recently sent to 
the other House. He considered this measure un- 


| called for; as calculated to agitate the public mind 


in a way and manner, prejudicial to the eventual 
success of any such measure;. as standing in the 
way of all the public and private business now on 
the calendar; and as proposing to cede the property 
of the whole people, and that without their consent 
or knowledge, to particular States; and in truth, 
from every view which he had taken of this sub- 
ject, his mind had been brought to the conclusion 
that this movement was premature—replete with 
evil rather than good to the new States, and that it 
ought not to be at this tite further discussed. He 
would, therefore, move to lay the bill on the table, 
and called for the yeas and‘nays. 

Mr. H. afterwards withdrew his motion at 
request of Mr. Benton and Mr. Tirron. 


a 


the 


Á 
PUBLIC LANDS. 


SPEECH OF MR. WALKER, ` 
Or Mrssissrrer 
In Senate, January:14, 1837—The bill reported by 

Mr. Warrer, from the Committee on Public 

Lands, limiting the sales to actual settlers being 

under consideration— 

Mr. WALKER said, the great principle contain- 
ed in the bill now under consideration, was to ar- 
rest monopolies of the public lands, and limit the 
sale to settlers or cultivators. The adoption of this . 
measure would have a material influence upon the 
revenue of the Government, and the prosperity of 
the country. Before investigating the details of the 
bill, it would be proper to examine the preliminary 
question: whether the great principle apon which 
the bill reposes, is such as to recommend it- to the 
favorable consideration of the American Senate. 
So long as Congress offers for sale hundreds of mil- 
lions of acres of land, with no limitation upon the 
extent of the purchase, vast qwantities of these 
lands must pass into the hands of a few capitalists, 
thus authorized and invited by the Government to 
make the purchase; and when these capitalists con- 
fined their opcrations.to the acquisition of lands un- 
occupied by any settler, it was clearly erroneous to 
denounce such speculations during the continuance 
of the existing system. It was the system that was 
wrong; and so long as it was continued, any de- 
nunciation of those who purchased large bodies of 
the unoccupied public lands was worse than ridicu- 
lous. Such purchases had been made, and would 
continue to be made, by many respectable citizens, 
in accordance with the invitation of the Govern- 
ment,and any denunciation of such purchasers would 
only react upon the Congress which . adopted the 
existing system, as well as every succeeding Con- 
gress which refuses its repeal or modification. ` But 
the question recurs, does this system best promote 


the prosperity of the American people? and shall . 


we continue to invite and encourage the monopoly 
of the public lands by a few individuals, or to 
amend the existing system as to sell the public lands 
only in limited quantities, sufficient for farms or. 
plantations, and thus reserve for these great and use= 
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fal purposes this. noble public domain? Whether 


these lands shall thus. be reserved for sate only for -| 


settlement or cultivation, or whether they shall be 
permitted to pass into the hands of. a few indiyida- 
als, by townships, counties, and even entire States, 
in a single year, is the true question which.we must 
determine. - 

‘The evils.of the existing system werc- only fully 
developed during the past: year and that which’ pre- 


ceded it.. By the returns from the Land Office, the - 


sales, exclusive of those at Pontotoc, Mississippi, 
. during the. first. three quarters. of the past year, 
amounted to $20,063,430, and the number of acres 
sold, to 15,934,430. Thus upon .the ‘same ratio, 


the sales of the year 1836 amounted to twenty mil-. 


ion of acres, and upwards of twenty-five millions 
of dellars; and including the sales. at Pontotoc to 
. more than twenty-one million of acres, and more 
than twenty-seven million of dollars. In a single 
year thus a portion of the public domain has been 
sold, nearly equal in superticial extent to thé great 
State of Ohio, and exceeding the superficies of five 
New England States; containing more than two mil- 
Lions of people. in this manner, entire States are 
swept in a single year into the hands of specula- 
tors, who may thus exercise a greater control over 
the destiny of these States for half a century to 
come, than the national and State legislatures com- 
bined. Can any system be devised more destruc- 
tive of equal rights and republican princrples? In 
vain shall we have struck down.the feudal system, 
with its accompanying relation of lord and vassal, 
if we create and continue: here: this worse than 
feudal vassalage, this system of American land- 
lords engrossing millions of acres, and regulating 
the terms of sale or settlement. In vain shall 
we have abolished the system of primogeni- 
ture and entailments, as calculated to create 
landed monopolies, if we sustain the exist- 
ing policy, by which a few capitalists may engross 
in a single year the ownership of States, and cog- 
trol the destiny of millions. An extent of territory 
equal to five States passing ina single year into 
the hands of speculators! must not this create here 
„a landed aristocracy without the title, but more 
wealthy and powerful than the sinking nobility of 
England? . It will establish a fourth estate, more 
controlling than the Legislative, Executive, and Ju- 
dicial power. It will control agriculture and its 
products, by regulating the price of landed proper- 
ty. It will certainly introduce into the new States, 
the system of landlord and tenant, by which the 
occupant will not be the owner of the soil he culti- 
yates, but the tributary of some absentee landlord, 
who will, in the shape of an annual rent, reap 
nearly all the protits of the labor of the cultivator. 
Jt will establish a relation of abject dependance on 
the one hand, and tyrannical power on the other. 
It will impoverish the many, and enrich the few. 
It will create a war of capital against labor, of the 
producer against the non-producer, of the cultivator 
against the speculator; a warin which this Govern- 
ment will be arrayed on the side of the speculator, 
enlarging his dominion, increasing his power, until 
in afew years more, he will acquire a complete 
monopoly, and maintain an undisputed empire 
throughout the Valley of the West. 

There can be no greater injury to any country 
than the monopoly of its lands by a few individu- 
als, thus keeping those lands out of the hands of 
settlers and cultivators, and condemning vast re- 
gions of fertile lands to remain for years waste and 
uncultivated. The West, for many years, has 
been endeavoring to obtain from Congress a re- 
duction of the price of the public lands; but the 
continuation of the existing system is worse than a 
refusal to reduce the price; it is equivalent to a 
law raising the price to settlers and cultivators 
from one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, to 
a price varying from five to thirty dollars per acre. 
it is weil known that within the last few years 
vast bodies of public lands have been purchased 


by speculators atone dollar and twenty-five -cents ` 


per acre, and resold to settlers or cultivators at 
prices varying from five to thirty dollars per acre. 
And what must soon be the inevitable result of 
continuing the existing system? At the rate of 
twenty-one million ofacres per annum, specula- 
tors ina very few. years must own nearly every 
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organized ‘Territories of the Union. When this 
monopoly shall be complete; and no good land Te- 
“maias the property of the Government, will not a 
still -higher price be demanded for- those lands by 
those ‘who hold them?’ If we.abolish the system of. 
sales to speculators, these millions of acres of good, 
land, now owned: by the Government, will pass, 
from time to time, at the minimum price, into -the 
hands of settlers or cultivators, which. otherwise 
‘would be purchased by speculators, and resold by. 
them at from five to thirty dollars per acre. Every 
Senator who votes against this bill; votes for con- 
tinuing a system by which this vast enhancement 
to settlers and cultivators, of the price of the public 
lands, must soon take place. There can be no 
greater curse to any country, no more serious im- 
pediment to its prosperity, than the high price of 


settlement of those lands, and decreases the wealth, 
products, and population of a State: It is equiva- 
lent to a decree of man condemning to remain 
waste and uncultivated vast regions created by na- 
ture inexhaustibly fertile, and inviting the hand of 
improvement. What Senator, from any new State, 
has not seen whole townships of land remaining in 
the hands of speculators, waste and. unoccupied, 
where otherwise purchases by settlers or cultiva- 
tors would have been made at the minimum. price 
of the Government, and where would now be smil- 
ing farms and prosperous, villages. 

The Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Clay,) tells 
us that under the present system the new States 
have grown and prospered.. No, sir ; it was before 
the present system of speculation had seized the 
public mind, and when settlers and cultivators pur- 
chased the ‘public lands at the minimum price per 
acre. But willit be contended, that a State will 
flourish more by enabling speculators to sell to set- 
tlers and cultivatorsy:at from five to thirty dollars 
per acre, those very lands which otherwise they 
would obtain at a dollar and a quarter ‘per acre? 
The facts in ow past history are against. the argu- 
ment of the Senator from. Kentucky. The aver- 
age sales of the public lands from’ 1796 to 1830, 
amounted to less than one million of acres per 
annum. Sales must therefore then havé been 
made almost exclusively to settlers and cultivators 
by the Government, at the minimum price, when 
the West increased so rapidly. But what is the 
case now? Why more. than. four-fifths of the 
sales are made to speculators. Thus we have seen 
the sale of the year 1836, including those at Pon- 
totoc, amounting to more than 21,000,000 acres. 


And the sales of 1835 - - 13,000,000 
Do. of 1834 - - 4,658,000 
Total of sales of 1834, 1835, 
and 1836 - - = ~ 38,658,000 
Total of sales from 1796 to 
1824 - - - 7 - 32,843,019 


Thus it is proved that the sales of the. last three 
years, exceed, by nearly six millions of acres, the 
entire sales for nearly forty years preceding. The 
system of sales then at the minimum price, by the 
Government, to settlers or cultivators, was in fact, 
the system under which the new States grew and 
prospered; but let any new State realize what will 
soon be the situation of all of them under the ex- 
| isting sales, when every acre of unoccupied good 
land within their limits will be in the hands of 
speculators, and not an acre to be obtained at the 
Government price, and can they continue as here- 
tofore to increase and prosper? He who thinks so 

musi believe that a State will flourish more fapid- 
ly by enhancing to settlers and cultivators the price 
of its unoccupied lands; and he: who thinks so, 
should oppose the reduction of the price of the 
public lands. The reduction to settlers of the price 
of the public lands is certainly an important mea- 
sure to the new States; and one which (Mr, W., 
said)he yet hoped to see adopted. But this reduc- 
_tion of the price of refuse land, on an average of 
twenty-five cents per acre, is by no means soim- 
portant’ to‘the new Slates, as the passage of this 
bik If themaximum required for settlement and 
cultivation annually, be five million of acres, which 
under this biil would be sold for these purposes at 
one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre; but by the 
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its unoccupied lands. It prevents or postpones the- 
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continuance of the- existing system, sold by specu- 


lators to settlers at an average profit of five dollars 
per acre, there. would, by this bill, be saved an 
nually to the settlers and cultivators of the new 
States.twenty-five millions of dollars in the price 
of -their lands. But admitting that of . these 
refuse lands, long in market, proposed to -be 
‘reduced on an average. twenty-five cents per 
acre,a milhon of acres were purchased annually 
for settlement and cultivation, there- would -be 
saved annually to the settlers of the new States, in 
the price. of their lands, two hundred and fifty 
thousand.dollars; being less by upwards of twenty- 
four millions annually. than is saved to the settlers 
of the new States by the adoption of this measure. 
If it were proposed at-once, by an act of Congress, 
to transfer the whole public domain. to speculators, 
at. the minimum price per acre, what Senator from 
any new State would not at once object to i? Would 
-we not all say it would be equivalent to raising to 
settlers the price of these lands, on an- ayerage, 
five dollars per acre? And yet can. we close our 
eyes to the fact, that, by continuing the present sys- 
tem for a few years, the same consequences must 
follow, when, could we even obtain from Congress 
a reduction of the price of the public lands, there 
will remain none worth purchasing upon which the 
reduction could operate? - Continue: this system a 
few years, and the land offices of the United States 
will be abolished for all practical purposes, and 
offices opened in their plaée by specnlating compa. ` 
nies. Already has this been done in at least one of 
the new States, and half a million of acres ad- 
vertised for sale by a single company; at 
prices’ varying from two to thirty. dollars. per 
acre. Another company is progressing with its 
entries, with a capital of six millions of dol- 
lars; and this, with other similar associations now 
formed and forming, and individual capitalists 
embarked in these operations, will monopolise: the 
public domain, leaving, in a very short time, notan 
acre worth cultivating, to be purchased. at the 
Government price per acre. We do not yet feel 
fully all the evils.of the system, because in mostof 
the new States the Government still ‘kas considera- 
ble bodies of good land for. sale at the mitimum 
price, and competes with the specilator in. the 
market; but when this ceases, as it-soon will under 
the present system, and every acre.of good unoceu- 
pied land is in. the hands of speculators, and :the 
monopoly complete, who can foretell the high pride 
that will be demanded? The proposition seems 
almost too clear for argument, that. the. monopoly 
of the lands of a State by a few individuals must 
deeply injure its prosperity. The Territories of 
the Union, will suffer most by continuing this sys- . 
tem, and F'lorida, (loway,) and Wisconsin retained 
much longer in Territorial pupilage. The spirit of 
speculation will sweep over them; like the hurri- 
cane of the tropics, subverting all -within.the range 
ofits wild and desolating career. These Territo- 
ries will, in fact, so far as. regards the public: do- 
main, cease. to. be the Territories of the United 
States, and become the Territories of speculators 
owning their soil, controlling their destiny for half a 
century, and postponing their ‘admission’ as States 
of the Union. To the truly wise and patriotic 
American, there can be no spectacle more traly 
sublime, than the admission of new States of the 
Union—to behold another’ region reclaimed from 
solitude, and added to liberty and- civilization; 
another country emerging from Territorial pupil- 
age, and assuming the attitude of one of the States 
of the American Union. Pass this bill, and ina 
few years more, Ioway and Wisconsin, containing 
the mountain streams and fountains of the great 
Mississippi, will, together with. Florida, send ‘their 
Senators here to co-operate with usin advancing 
the prosperity of our common country. These 
Territories are unrepresented on this floor; and 


. should we not all-feel disposed to legislate for therm 


in a spirit of parental kindness, and above all, save 
them from. the grasp of speculating monopolists? 
This bill embraces‘ within its munificent provision 
the whole Union anid all its parts. It reserves .our 
noble public domain asa precious .inheritance<for 
the whole American people, to be purchased only 
by settlers or cultivators from the Government; at 
the minimum. price. ‘It- encourages agriculture, 
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that mother of freemen, that nurse of virtue, liberty, 
and indepsndence+-that truly useful and virtuous 
vocation, herétofore depressed by exorbitant tariffs. 
It will enable every American -citizen to obtain a 
farm at a-reasonabie price from a paternal Govern- 
ment far more than half a century to come.. It re- 
serves for the noblest purposes, as the inheritance of 
the whole people of this Union, what, under the ex- 
isting system, will soon be the property of a few 
speculating monopolists. a eg 
here is another method in which the existing 
system retards the prosperity of the new States. Of 
the twenty-seven millions of dollars paid this past 
year for public lands, at least fifteen millions are 
paid by the people of the new States, and at least 
ten millions of this for purchases for speculation. 
Thus is ten millions taken in a single year from the 
people of the new States, for investment in wild 
lands, remaining a dead capital, and withdrawn 
from investmeni in farms, or buildings, or railroads, 
or some of the useful branches of productive indus- 
try; and thus injuriously affecting the business and 
prosperity of the new States. Nor is it only the 
new States in which this evil is experienced. No: 
the old States are perhaps the greatest sufferers. 
Exclusive of the entries made for cultivation or set- 
tlement upon the ratio of the present year, we have 
seen that upwards of ten millions annually from 
the old States will be withdrawn for the purchase 
of. wild lands for speculation. This is a process 
ejua!ly injurious tothe old and to the new States. 
To the new States, we have seen that it is equiva- 
lent to a law advancing the price of the public 
lands tosettiers and cultivators, for the benefit of 
specniators, at least five dollars per acre. To the 
old States, it is a. withdrawal of ten millions an- 
nually from the channels of productive. industry 
for investment in wild lands, thus doomed to re- 
main for years waste and uncultivated. Who can 
deny that ten millions taken annually from com- 
merce, agriculture, manufactures and public im- 
provements in the old States, must prove deeply in- 
jurious to those communities?’ Under the existing 
systera, capitalists, great and small; and borrowers 
from banks, will send from the old States millions 
of money annually for lands peculations, which they 
would otherwise invest in some useful business, or in 
some public improvements at home; but these invest- 
ments willnotbe made yielding only an annual profit 
of five or ten per cent, when five hundred per cent. 
can be made in a series of years at a single opera- 
tion by purchases of wild lands. Many of these 
capitalists purchased these landsas a permanent in- 
vestment, intending to withhold them from sale for 
periods ranging from. five to twenty years, calcu- 
lating that the continued advance wouldabe more 
than equivalent to the ordinary interest of money, 
or.profits of business. In the mean time, during 
this long interval, this ten millions annually, might 
as well be sunk inthe ocean. There is thus open- 
ed a golden stream from the east to the west, which, 
whilst it drains the east of millions of capital, con- 
demns to a period of long sterility vast portions of 
the beautiful valley of the west, containing a soil 
inexhaustibly fertile, bui remaining in the hands of 
speculators barren and unproductive. From the 
old and the new States combined we have séen that 
there was this year withdrawn more than twenty 
millions of dollars for investment in lands for spe- 
-ewation. For the present, this twenty millions 
might as well be annihilated; and if the system is 
continued, great indeed will be the distress and em- 
barrasinent of the whole. country. Indeed to this- 
cause, more than all others combined, must be at- 
tributed any existing difficulties in the money mar- 
‘ket. Noone at all versed in the principles of po- 
litical economy can for a moment doubt, that twen- 
ty millions taken annually from commerce, agricul- 
ture and. manufactures, must embarrass’ the busi- 
‘ble to the speculating investment of millions, du- 
-ring the past year, in wild lands, what will be the 
result if the system is permitted to continue for a 
series. of years unabated? It is easy to foresee that © 
the necessary. consequence will be increasing dis- 
tress and embarrassment, or at least a diminution 
of the national prosperity.” : 
. Mr. W. asked, had not the predictions, contained 
in this report, been fully realized, and would it not 
have been well for the community if the bill, then 
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speculations, had been adopted-by Congress. And: | 
if we continue the existing system, will not these. 


_ evils continue to. augment, from year to year, till | 


the whole. public domain, which is of any value, 
shall be swept within the vortex of speculating | 
monopoly? Continue the existing system but a few’ 
years more, and the nation wiil awake, as it were, 
from a trance, and find itself despoiled, by specula- 
tors, of every acre of good land cast of the river 
Mississippi. Nor will it stop there.. No, it will. 
roll-on, it is rolling on, over the regions. of the far. 
west, reaching from the Ohio. to the Missouri, and 
from near the sources of the great Mississippi, to 
its Outlet in the Gulf. In a few years more, and 
speculators will command an empire, and parcel it 
out af their pleasure, and yet we refuse to interpose; 
nay we sustain and encourage this system, by 
which whole States and Territories will be placed 
beneath the degrading control of a few speculating 
monopolists.. National interest and national ho- 
nor alike prompt us to interpose, And what re- 
strains us? Sir, it is the surplus, the fatal surplus 
spirit that pushes onward this Government to the 
very verge of the precipice. It is this spirit which 
dares to demand from the people more revenue 
than is required for the wants of the Government; 
it is this spirit which must be gratified, and would 
soon sell, if it could, not only the land, but the peo- 
ple of the new States, for unnecessary revenue. 
But God be thanked, this spirit has been rebuked 
by the people, and their decree has been proclaim- 
ed, that no more money shall be collected from 
them than is required for the wants of the Govern- 
ment, administered in a spirit of republican econo- 
my, and within the strict limits of the Constitution. 
This principle is becoming fundamental, and must 
be carried into full and practical effect. 

If you will not bring. down the revenue to the 
wants of the Government, by confining to settlers 
or cultivators the sales of the pubc lands, reduce, 
reduce, repeal, repeal the tariff, will’ be the voice 
that will be echoed by the people through these. 
walls. Already this voice is breaking upon us, 
and within the Hall of the House of Representa- 
tives, demanding that the revenue from the tariff 
be reduced more than six millions of dollars. Has 
the manufacturing interest no eyes to see the diffi- 
culties which surround it? has it no ears to hear 
the voice of the people demanding more and more 
loudly the reduction of the revenue to the wants 
of the Government? If the manufacturing inte- 
rest now unites itself with the surplus party, it will 
be swept before the torrent of public sentiment. 
A surplus tariff coalition can never resist the man- 
date of the people’s will. The tariff and surplus 
coalition will be more odious than any which have 
ness of any nation. These results of this system 
(Mr. W. said,) he clearly foresaw and predicted 
at the last session of Congress. [Mr. W. here read 
the following extract from the report made by him 
at the last session from the select comittee in fa- 
yor of the bill confining the sales of public lands to 
settlers or cultivators. ] 

“Until within afew years past the sales were 
made almost exclusively for settlement, but now, 
the reverse isthe fact. The sales within the last 
year have amounted to nearly thirteen millions of 
acres, being almost three times the amount sold in 
Eight millions of acres of 
these sales have probably been made for specula- 
tion, and not for settlement. ‘This spirit of specu- 
lation in the public lands is increasing with alarm- 
ing rapidity. Companies are forming in all direc- 


. tions to monopolise the ownership of the public do- 


main, and thus be enabled to arrest the settlement 
and regulate the prosperity of the new States and 
Territories of the Union. A total and complete 
monopoly of the public lands by speculators is new 
contemplated, and the consequent withdrawal 
from the Government of all its power over this sub- 
ject... This system will be decply injurious 
to the interest of- the old as well as of. the 
new States. . Vast sums will be taken from in- 
vestment in the channels of productive industry in 
the old States, and invested in purchases of uncul- 
tivated lands. Itis.a bounty offered by Govern- 
ment for the annual withdrawal of capilal from 
the useful pursuits of productive industry, for in- 
vestment in waste lands, producing nothing, and 
consequently, adding nothing, to the general pros- '' 


perity of the country. Agriculture; conimerce;and 
manufactures, are all injuriously affected ‘by:this’ < 
process. For agreat period of time thé moneys... 
thus invested might as well be sunk: in the..océan. 
Agriculture is not benefited, for settlement -is ré- 
tarded and not advanced by this system. Come. 
merce ahd manufactures are injured by the- annual 
sinking of-so. much of the active capital: of. the 
country. The vast sums thus invested during the 


: present year have certainly greatly contributed: to. 


create the existing embarrassments, and as the evil 
progresses, the embarrassments. will be increased 
and aggravated. Itis“then the interest of the old 
as well as the new States to arrest this annual in- 
vestment of millions in unproductive’ pursuits - 
Were it arrested, these millions of dead capital 

would be adding yearly to the commerce,. agricuk - 
ture, and manufactures of the- whole country. 
When money is invested, even from the old States, 


„in lands for settlement and cultivation only, in the 


new States, the annual products of the soil increase 
the wealth and prosperity of the whole country, 
and sceon give back to the old States, through the 
channels of trade and business,more than the amount’ 
of the purchase money of the land. But, if the éi- 
tizens of a nation appropriate millions annually ‘in 
the purchase of property yielding. no income, the - 
result isa great national loss. ` It is, then, the in- 
terest of the whole Union that those monopolies of 
the public lands should be arrested, and. that eapi~ 
tal should continually flow in the various:channels 
of productive industry. If, among other causes, the 
existing embarrassments are now greatly. attributa- 
preceded it; it will be the union of sin and-death, 
and both, both will be driven vut together from ‘the 
halls of Congress. Let me tell the manufacturing 
interest, in the ‘spirit of truth and candor, that to 
them, a union with the. surplus party will be the 
embrace of death. By the surplus party, mèan : 
not those who voted to deposite with the States 
an already accumulated surplus; but.I mean the 
party that wishes to legislate, or refuse to legis- 
late, for the purpose of creating a surplus.. Last 
year that party had perhaps an uncertain majority, 
or nearly a majority, in this chamber. Where is 
that majority now? Gone—swept away. by the 
majesty ‘of the people’s will, and the anti-surplus, 
anti-distribution party now constitute a great -ma~ 
jority in both houses of Congress, and have carried 
the President elect. If then the manufacturing. in- 
terest leans for support upon the surplus party, it 
will lean upon a small and decreasing minority. 
Sir, (said Mr. W.) I do not wish to renew the 
scenes of 1832; I never again wish to behold the 
very fabric of this Government rocking upon its .’ 
foundation, when every: patriot heart: throbbed 
with apprehension, and each. tyrant’s. bosom 
bounded with the exulting hope that this Union—~. 
Freedom’s, the world’s last hope—was blotted from 
the scroll of nations. Never, therefore, without 
necessity, never in a wanton reckless spirit, would 
I disturb the main provisions of the compromise 
act of March, 1833. But there is one great con- 
stitutional principle, too sacred to be yielded to any. 
compromise, and that is this: THE REVENUE MUST 
BE REDUCED TO THE WANTS.OF THE GOVERNMENT} 
for, if not so reduced, the Government will be sub- 
verted or changed into a central despotism, collect- 
ing millions upon millions of unnecessary revenue, 
for a distribution unknown to the framers of. the 
Constitution. Jf then the revenue can be reduced 
to the wants of the Government by this bill, blind 
indeed must be the manufacturing interest to its 
true policy if it oppose this salutary. measure. - 
The necessary reduction cannot be accomplished 
except by such a measure.as this.. The revenue 
this year from customs is $19,391,310. “Estima- 
ting the revenue from this’-source hereafter, by the 
decreasing scale of the act of March, 1833, as it 
now stands, and the increased importations, aug- 
menting with our increasing wealth and population, 
tad the maximum would be as follows: — - 


1837, °° - $18,000,000 
1838, i ahe) T 17,500,000: 
1939, . - 17,000,060 
1840, - - 16,500,000: 
i841, i ~- 16.000.000. 
1842, * - 15.000.000. 


Now add to this the twenty-five millions receive 
ed, annually, for lands, upon the basis of the re 


E 
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-eeipts of this year, and the maximum result of the 
~ -aggregate revenue from lands and customs would — 
rbe:as follows: ~ 


`~- 1837, - + = 843,000,000 - 
' 1838, - - "42,500,000 

1839, tes - . 42,000,000 

1840, ` - - 41,500,000 

1841, © = ~*~ 41,000,000 

1842, =i- S oo 40,000,000 


l > 
: © “Phe above calculation would present an excess, 
‘in six years, often millions above an annual reve- 
‘hue of forty millions, and, including our bank 
stock, a total excess of eighteen millions over an 
“annual revenue of forty millions, exclusive of the 
‘amount accruing from incidental sources not em- 
‘braced in this estimate. The above estimates, 
‘though maximums, and therefore beyond the actual 
‘amounts, would seem to demonstrate that no change 
of the tariff ever proposed, would bring - down our 
receipts to the wants of the Government. The 
‘twenty-five millions of dollars alone, received an- 
‘nually from the sales of the public lands to specu- 
lators, under the existing system, would be too 
great for ‘the proper, regular, annual expenditures 
‘of the Government. ‘Any Senator, then, who is 
for the present system, is either for an annual re- 
vente of nearly forty millions of dollars, sor. wild 
‘and extravagant expenditures, or for an annual 
distribution, Any Senator who votes to continue 
‘the present system votes to create a surplus. Any 
Senator who votes. against limiting to. settlers or 
cultivators the sales of. the public lands, votes to 
‘accumulate a surplns.- This fact cannot be dis- 
guised from the people, and will constitute the true 
criterion between ‘the surplus and anti-surplus par- 
‘ty, unless, indeed, we almost entirely repeal the ta- 
riff. Under the system we propose; the publie do- 
main, exclusive of sales for settlement, will re- 
‘main the property of the Government, and in case 
‘of war or any great emergency, we may sell again 
for revenue. 
’ There is no subject in regard to which so many 
erroneous estimates have been made, as the num- 
ber of acres of public land required annually for 
settlement or cultivation. It is demonstrable, that 
five millions of acres is the maximum required for 
these purposes. This is ascertained by the aug- 
‘mentation of population in the new States and Ter- 
ritories in a given term of years, and the correspon- 
‘dent amount of lands entered during the same pe- 
riod. The increase of population in the new States 
and Territories from 1820 to'1830, was 1,070,998. 
The total amount .of entries and purchases of the 
_ public lands for all purposes during the same pe- 
riod, was 8,216,858 acres. Thus an annual in- 
` erease of one million of population in the new 
States and Territories, would require less than eight 
millions of acres for the purposes of settlement or 
cultivation. Now the most extravagant estimate 
of the annual increase of population in the new 
States and Territories, does not exceed two hundred 
thousand, at this rate, requiring annually only one 
million six hundred thousand acres. But suppose 
the quantity trebled, and the amount will not reach 
five millions of acres, thus making a difference in 
the revenue of nearly nineteen millions of dollars 
per annum, according to the receipts of the present 
year. “As then a mere financial measure—as a 
measure to reduce the revenue to the wants of the 
Government—there is nothing proposed so impor- 
tant as this bill. 4 : 

Assuming these five millions of acres as the 
largest amount that would be sold annually under 
the system now proposed, and the maximum of 
revenue hereafter accruing annually from lands 
and customs would be as follows: 


1837, < - $28,000,600 
1838, : - "23,500,000 — 
1839, Hg - 23,000,000 
1840, s - 22,500,000 
1841, -~ ` = 22000090 
1842, - - 21,000,000 


‘The great difference between the years 1837 and 
1838, in the above estimates, arises from the fact, 
that in any event, for a large portion of the year 
1837, the sales must take place under the existing 
system. If we make a still further reduction by 
the repeal of the duties on all articles now paying 


a less duty than twenty per cent. ad valorem, as au- 
thorized by the sixth section of the compromise 
act of 1833, we would probably strike off one mil- 
lion and a half annually from the taxes of the peo- 
ple, and the maximum of our annual: revenue 


would be 
1237, Ta _~ $26,500,000 
1838, ~ 9 = -= . 22,000,000 
` 1839, -> = 21,500,000 
1840, - <> °. = 21,000,000 
1841, - >. = — 20,500,000 
1842, - - 19,500,000 


But it is to be hoped that there are some articles, 
particularly those of universal use or consumption 
by afl classes, and especially by the poor, upon 
which we may be enabled to reduce the duties, 
though not embraced within the provisions of the 
sixth section of the compromise act, without reviv- 
ing the strife and difficulties of 1832, so as not only 
to reduce the revenue to the wants of the Govern- 
ment, but to graduate our expenditures by a stand- 
ard of republican economy in all our appropria- 
tions, . 
Such are the great principles of the bill, and the 
details are designed to promote thé great object. 
Sales of the public lands at public auction, though 
not entirely abolished, are confined to those who 


‘purchase for settlement or cultivation. The specu- 


lator is excluded from the public sales, as he is from 
private entries. This is indispensable; for when 
the speculator is excluded only from private, en- 
tries, but permitted to purchase at public auction, 
he would engross nearly all the lands offered at any 
future land sales. And what has the Government 
gained by sales of its lands at public auction? 
Nothing deserving an estimate. Upon com- 
paring the official records, the total number 
of acres sold, and the total price received, the 
following have been the results of the auc- 
tion system. From the Ist of July, 1820, to 
the present period, we have received from sales of 
the public lands, an average of three cents per 
acre over the minimum price; from 1796, to Ist 
July, 1820, nearly three cents per acre over the 
minimum price; from 1796, to the present period, 
three cents per acre over the minimum price; for 
the year 1835, one cent and a half per acre over 
the minimum price; for the year 1836, less than 
one cent per acre over the minimum price. Hence 
itis obvious, that nothing is gained by the Govern- 
ment by continuing the auction system. . 

Mr. W. here proceeded to explain to the Senate 
the details of the bill; the clause confining the sales 
to sellers or cultivators; the limitation to two sec- 
tions; the authority to parents to purchase for their 
children, with a view to the establishment of farms; 
the pre-emption section; the privilege of purchasing 
in forty acres lots; and, finally, the taxing power 
conceded to the States, by which they might raise 
a revenue from unoccupied: lands, whether held by 
their own or non-resident speculators, and thus, to 
a certain extent, repress speculation; and Mr. W. 
concluded by returning his thanks to the Senate, for 
the very general and indulgent attention with which 
they had received his remarks. 


REMARKS OF MR. TURRILL, 
Or New York. 


‘In the House of Representatives, Feb. 10, 1837.—On 


the motion to take Mr. Wuvrney into custody for 
an alleged contempt of the House. ; 
Mr. TURRILL said as the question which was 
about to be decided was a very important one, af- 
feeting the personal liberty of an American citizen, 
he rose for the purpose of asking for the yeas and 
nays, that he might have an opportunity of record- 
ing his vote against it; and, sir, said Mr. T. while 
I am up, I will state some of the reasons for the 
vote Tam about to give. I cannot řemain silent; 
I should be guilty of a gross violation of my duty 
as a representative on this floor, were I to sit by 
and see a citizen, however humble his condition, 
deprived of his liberty under the circumstances of 
this case, and not enter my protest againt it. j 
What, I would ask, said Mr. T. is the resolution 
under consideration? what does it propose. to do? 
Sir, it directs the Speaker to issue his warrant to 


the Sergeant at-arms, requiring him totake a humble 
citizen from his own fireside, from the bosom of hig 
family, -drag him, as a culprit through the streets 
of this city, and as such hold him up at the bar of 
this. House to the gaze of the nation—and for what? 
Yes, sir: for what, I would ask, said Mr- T. isa 
private citizen to be thus draged from his home? 
Why are his feelings and the feelings of his family 
to be thus outraged? Because, sir, he refuses, for rea- 
sons contained in his letter to the committee, to ap- 
pear and give evidence. To his mind, at least, the 
reasons are sufficient to justify the course he. has 
taken. From the papers on your table, Mr. 
Speaker, it appears that this individual who is about 
to be taken inio custody for an alleged contempt, 
complains that while he was giving testimony be- 
fore a Committee of this House, in obedience to a 
summons, he was grossly insulted, and an outrage- 
ous assault was made upon his person by two mem- 
bers of that committee. It also appears, from the 
papers submitted to the House, that this witness has 
been waiting at the doors of this hall for a week or 
ten days, seeking an opportunity to present his 
petition to the. House, asking an inquiry into the 
facts and circumstances connected with the assault 
thus made upon him, and praying the House to 
take measures to protect him from similar assaults 
in future; but during that time he has not been able 
to lay his memorial before the House. 

Sir, said Mr. T. I take a different view of this 
case from some gentleman who have spoken upon 
it; they seem to thinkthe witness has been guilty ofa 
technical contempt, in refusing to appear before the 
committee, and that we cannot now inquire into the 
reasons assigned by him for not obeying the sum- 
mons. “We must wait, say they, untilhe is brought 
to the bar of the House; until he gives his reasoas 
here, when arraigned to answer to the alleged con- 
tempt. Sir, (said Mr. T.) I cannotsubscribe to this 
doctrine. a. 

In the same letter, in which the witness refus 
to appear before the committee, he gives the rea- 
sons why he cannot obey its summons. Those 
reasons are before us; and if; in our opinion, they 
are sufficient, he stands justified, and we have no 
right to bring him here to answer to a technical or 
an alleged contempt. Suppose (said Mr. T.) that 
the witness had returned for answer, that he was 
confined to his bed by sickness, or that his wife or 
child was at. the. point of death, and he could not 
obey the summons—would you say that there had 
been a technical contempt? that you would not 
now pass upon the reasons given by the witness? 
Wouid you direct the Speaker to issue his warrant 
requiring the Sergeant-at-arms to bring the witness 
from his sick bed, or from the dying couch of those 
most dear to him, to give his reasons here? Cer- 
tainly not, sir. The House would say at once, 
‘without hesitation, that the reasons were sufficient, 
and that no contempt whatever had beén com- 
mitted. ` 

In the case under consideration, the witness in- 
forms ‘the House that he cannot, in his opinion, 
obey the summons, without subjecting himself to 
gross personal insult; that he cannot do it without 
even putting his life in jeopardy; and he states the 
facts and circumstances upon which that opinion is 
based. He invokes an inquiry into the accuracy 
of his statement.: Now, sir, (said Mr. T.) I, for 
one, have no hesitation in saying that, if all Whit- 
ney states in his communications be true, he was 
perfectly justifiable in refusing to appear before 
that, or any other committee of this House, until 
the House itself shall, by some act on its part, 
show a fixed determination to. maintain its own 
dignity, by extending the most ample protection to 
witnesses summoned to give testimony before its 
committees. The whole American people will 
justify him. Every individual in the nation will 
commend him for the course he has taken. 

Sir, (said. Mr. T.) gentlemen who have debated 
this question have made a false impression upon 
the House. From their remarks, one would na- 
turally conclude that the committee had passed 
upon the reasons assigned by the witness, and 
come to the unanimous conclusion that they 
were not sufficient, and that the witness was guilty 
of a contempt. That is not the case, sir. The 
eommittee did not consider those questions at all. 
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The committee expressed no opinion whatever upon 
that subject. For. aught that appears to us the 
committee helieve that the reasons are: sufficient. 
The committee have only reported the facts; this 
is all they had a rightto do. It is now for the 
House to say whether the facts, asset forth in 
the papers submitted by the committee, furnish a 
sufficient excuse for the witness. 
Mr. T.) I have no doubt upon that point; and it ap- 


: pears to me that there cannot be a doubt entertain- 


ed by any one. Sir (sai? Mr. T.) if the facis be 
correctly stated by the witness—if he was assault- 
ed in one of your committee rooms, as stated by 
him—until this House redresses the injury he has 
thus sustained—until it vindicates its own charac- 
ter—I cannot, and will not, vote to compel the wit- 
ness to obey the summons of one of its committees. 
Until this House shall do what ought to be done in 
the premises, I will not give my vote to bring that 
witness, or any other individual, by the strong arm 
of the law, even if we have the power ‘to do so, to 
the bar of the House, to answer an alleged con- 
tempt for refusing to appear before any of your 
committees. i ` 

I hope sir (said Mr. T.) that the yeas and nays 


‘will be ordered, so that I can have an opportunity 


of recording my vote against a resolution, the ob- 
ject of which is to bring an American citizen to 
the bar of this House, to answer to a serious charge, 
for doing what, in my humble judgment, it was his 
duty do doa duty which he owed to himself, to 
his family, and to his country, 

ELAS SG 


REMARKS OF MR. PINCKNEY, 
Or Sourn CAROLINA, 
In House of Representatives, Monday, Feb. 6, 1837— 
` On the resolution, as modified by Mr. Tompson, 
proposing censure upon Mr. Apams, for his 
course in regard to an abolition memorial. 

Mr. PINCKNEY said that, from the peculiar 
position in which he stood in relation to this ques- 
tion, he was consirained to throw himself upon 
the indulgence of the House. He concurred en- 
rely with the gentleman from Alabama (Mr. 
Lewis) that this subject ought not to be discussed 
by southern members. Opposed, as he always 
was, to the agitation of the subject of slavery on 
that floor, he was decidedly of opinion that now, 
‘more than ever, under the extraordinary circum- 
stances of the present case, no southern delegate 
should have said a word. The decision of the 
question should have been left entirely to the mem- 
bers from the non-slaveholding portions of the 
Union. He was sure that, if the decision was left 


. to them, without any of that excited debate which 


always injures a cause, however intrinsically good, 
the enlightened patriotism and liberal feeling of the 
members from the non-slaveholding States would 
have done all that was necessary either to satisfy 
the injured feelings of the South, or to maintain 
the order and dignity of that honorable House, 
both of which had been outraged by the extraordi- 
nary conduct of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, (Mr. Adams,) against whom resolutions of 
censure had been moved. But, instead of simply 
demanding the detion of the House upon this mat- 
ter, and having the seal of its reprobation placed 
instantly and promptly upon the indignity that had 
been offered both to the South and to the House, 
member after member had risen, speech after 
Speech had been made, resolution upon resolution 
had been offered, by southern members, until 
excitement had risen to the very highest pitch; and 
now what was the consequence? Why, the ger- 


, tleman from Massachusetts tells us that, if the gen- 


tlemen who have moved these resolutions wish to 
have him censured by the House, they must mod- 
ify their resolutions, by striking out all that relates 
to the abolition of slavery, for the petition which 


ioc hag caused all this excitement not only does not 
“pray for the abolition of slavery in the District of 
“s Columbia, but, prays for directly the reverse, and 


even denounces him (Mr. Adams) for intermed- 


- dling with the subject. It seems, then, (said Mr. 


‘P.) that the petition which the gentleman offered 


to present is not a petition in point of fact; thatit is 
nothing more than aquiz, or hoax, which has becn 


For one, (said 


Abolition Petitions—Mr. Pinckney. 


played off upon the gentleman himself; and that 
probably in retaliation for the joke practiced on him- 
self, he determined to carry it still further, by-play- 
ing it off upon the House. But, whether the petition 
was genuine or not; whether it prayed for the abo- 
lition of slavery, or. the expulsion of the gentle- 
man. himself; and whether the gentleman was-in 
jest or earnest, his conduct was unquestionably re- 
prehensible, and such as ought to be visited with 
the severest censure of the House. If the petition 
Was genuine, it was an indignity to the House to 
have offered to present it, purporting, as it did, to 
come from slaves. Does not the gentleman know 
that the right of ‘petitian only attaches to the free 


white people of the Union, and that slaves can ! 


only be heard in a legislative body through the 
agency of their owners? But, if the petition was 
a hoax, then the conduct of the gentleman was 
still more unjustifiable. It was adding insult to inju- 
ry: first; by creating the impression thatit was a 
genuine petition, and producing a scene of unpa- 
ralleled excitement in the House; and then, as if he 
revelled in the tempest he had raised, turning it al 


into ridicule, by telling us now, after a protracted. 


debate of several hours, that the petition is in favor 
of slavery, not against it, and that it was more 
against himself than any thing else. The gen- 
tleman, if such is his disposition, may enjoy 
this Joke, and enjoy this scene; but farces 
of this kind neither suit the humor of the’slave- 
holding States, nor comport with the charac- 
ter and dignity of the Legislature of the nation. 
But the gentleman says he did not present this pe- 
tition, nor offer to present it; he only siated that he 


had such a petition, and inquired of the Chair ! 
whether it would come under the order of the -j 


House, by which all papers relating to slavery are 
directed to be laid upon the table, without printing 
or commitment, or any action whatsoever. 

It would seem, then, (said Mr. P.) that this no- 
table hoax of a slave memorial was an ingenious 
device, by which the gentleman had attempted to 
manifest his contempt for an order solemnly 
adopted by this House, under the’ pitiful pretext 
that because the said hoax had reference to slavery, 
it must, therefore, be received and laid upon the 
table, as included in the general and comprehensive 
scope of the aforesaid order. If this was the ob- 
ject of the gentleman, so far from mending the 
matter, it only made it worse; for, according to his 
own showing, he had not only offended the House, 
in earnest, or trifled with it, if in jest, but, in either 
case, had determined, if possible, to throw ridicule 
upon a resolution which the House had thought 
proper to adopt for its own governance, in relation 
to all papers connected with the subject of the abo- 
lition of slavery. Mr. P. had no doubt that this 
laudable motive was duly appreciated by the 
House, and that they would manifest their high 
sense of the ingenuity of the gentlemanin the man- 
ner that became them. But it was not Mr. P’s 
object to discuss the conduct of that gentleman; 
that had been amply done by others. 
rose for another and a very different purpose; one 
somewhat personally affecting himself, and but for 
which he would not have troubled the House with 
a single observation. Pointed allusions, which he 
felt it his duty to notice, had been made by-two 
gentlemen to the resolution adopted at the last ses- 
sion, in relation to abolition, and of which he was 
proud that he had been the mover. The gentleman 
from New York (Mr. Granger) had endeavored to 
prove that the attempt by the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr. Adams) to offer a petition from 
slaves, and all the mischief and excitement pro- 
duced by that attempt, were all entirely owing to 
the adoption of ‘the resolution to which he had just 
adverted. Such an argument was scarcely worthy 
of serious refutation; but, coming from the high 
source it did, he could not permit it to pass unno- 
ticed. Strictly speaking, Mr. P. had no connection 
with the order or resolution recenily adopted, 
and now in force. The Speaker had decided 
that the resolution adopted last session ceased 
its operation with the termination of that ses- 
sion. ` The resolution now in force was moved 
by (Mr. Hawes) a member from Kentucky. 


Mr. P. did not say this by way of avoiding. 


He | 
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any responsibility . connected with that. move- | 


j tory of that much-abused resolution? 7 
.tleman recollects the occurrences that transpired 
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ment; far from it. He had voted for the resolu- 
tion most cordially, because it was identical ¿with 
the one adopted last session, and which originated 
with himself. Nay, more; he had intended to have 
renewed that proposition this session, but. was ahtis 
cipated by the member from Kentucky. A gentle 
man from North Carolina (Mr. Bynum) had the 
floor upon the question of reception, raised upon a 
memorial presented by the member. from Massa- 
chusetts,. (Mr. Adams.) He had spoken on one 
Monday, and was to have concluded on the next. 
Courtesy demanded the postponement of the reso- 
lution until he should have had.an opportunity to 


complete his arguntent, and it was delayed accord-. 


ingly. The member from North Carolina knew of 
Mr. P’s intention, and of his motive for-de- 


laying its execution, because he had communicated - 


with him on the sheet. JMr. Bynum. signified 
assent.] But, as he had already stated, he was an- 
ticipated by the member from Kentucky. . The re- 
solution, notwithstanding, had his most cordial con- 


currence; and if gentlemen desired to lay itto his. 


door, he was perfectly willing to assume its pater- 
nity. Considering the present resolution, then, and 
the one adopted last session, as one and the same, 
and himself responsible therefor, what was the his- 
Every. gen~ 


last session. After three months of extraordinary 
excitement, arising from a most injudicious contest 
on the question of reception, or, in other words, on 
the great constitutional question of the right of peti- 
tion, a resolution was adopted by the House, re- 
ferring all abolition memorials to a select commit- 
tee, with instructions to report that Congress cane 
not interfere with the institution of slavery in the 
District of Columbia, because it would bea viola- 
tion ‘of the public faith, and dangerous to the ex- 
istence of this Union. . That resolution was adopted 
by a very large majority; and when the committee 
submitted their report, another resolution, recom- 
mended . by the committee, was. subsequently 
adopted by the House, directing .that all abo- 


lition papers should, without, being printed or 


referred, be laid upon the table, and that no 
further action whatever should be had there- 
on. By the adoption of the first. resolu- 
tion, particularly when taken in connection with 
the report of the committee, the faith of the nation 
was solemnly pledged to. the slaveholding States 
that no interference whatever would be attempted, 
on the part of the Federal Government, with the in- 
stitution of slavery in the District of Columbia. 
By the adoption of the second an equally solemn 
assurance was given that no further agitation of the 
subject of slavery would be permitted within the 
Hall of the House of Representatives. The latter 
Was an appropriate corollary to the former, and 
showed conclusively that the House did not intend 
to “hold the word of promise to the ear and break 
it to the hope.” The great object ofall those. pro- 
ceedings was to allay excitement, to. repress ‘the 
fanatical spirit of abolitionism, to restore harmony 
to our distracted country, and to strengthen -and 
burnish that beautiful constitutional compact which 
binds us in unity as a family of States. And that 
object has been attained. The resolutions alluded 
to were satisfactory to the South and satistactory to 
the North. Their success execeded the expectations 
of their mest sanguine advocates. Every thing 
that has occurred since the last session of Congress 
affords abundant evidence of this. Abolition meet- 
ings and lectures were incomparably fewer and less 
numercus than formerly. Several Legislatures ‘of 
the non-slaveholding States had adopted admirable 
and patriotic resolutions against the. abolitionists, 
and in favor of the constitutional rights of the 
Southern States, as regards their peculiar domestic 
polity. The spirit of the people every where was 
against abolition. It was manifestly going down, 
though, in its- disolation, it heaved and struggled 
with convulsive agony. This was cleafly proved 
by the comparative fewness and exclusive charac- 
ter of the memorials presented to the House this 
session. . They are decidedly fewer tham those pre- 
sented last session, and, with only two or three ex- 
ceptions, are all signed by women and children. 
This is a remarkable fact; and well worthy of at- 
tention, Last year there were upwards of 20,000 
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imale signatures; now we have: scarcely any 
‘thing -but female." The fact is undeniable that 


the proceedings of the last session have been pro- 
-ductive of immense advantage. ‘They have roused 


-the patriotism of the nation, and chained dowm fa- | 


naticism in its den -of darkness. But it is because 


_+ the spirit of abolition-is thus repressed and kept down 


4 


a 


-by: the resolutions ‘of this house that it struggles and 
~screamsas it does with demoniac rage.. Its elemen 
ds-agitation, its life-blood is excitement. Give it 
-the question of reception—give it £ daily contest on 
>the right of petition—produce constant confusion 
and-turmoil here—produce à corresponding spirit 
in every section of the Uniori—and this is all it 
wants and all it asks. Like the abhorrent animal 
that preys on corpses, it thrives-and fattens on the 


distresses of the country. All that it asksis to kin- 


dle.a flame at the Capitol that- may consume the 
Union. Allow it to do that, and its work is done. 
- Allow. it to do that, and it will soon “cry Hecate, 
-and let slip the dogs of war.” Rut repress’ agita- 
- ton—give no scope for turmoil—nail the memo- 
- rials to the table—allow no discussion or action on 
them—and, having nothing to go on, no flame to 
fan, no strife to stir, it must necessarily droop and 
- die, and soon cease to infect us with its pestiferous 
breath. This is not only the language of common 
sense, but it isthe testimony of experience. We 
have the evidence of this session, and of the last 
‘six months, to prove that abolition has decrease: 
-andis decreasing. And this result. has been pro- 
duced by the resolutions of this House; and it ishe- 
‘cause this. result has been produced, and because 
‘slavery can no longer be made the subject of agita- 
- tion and excitement, that the resolution‘of the last 
session is now assailed on all sides with unwonted 
bitterness and fury. . 

The gentleman from New York (Mr. Granger) 
regrets that Mr. Adams should have offered to pre- 
sent a memorial from slaves, but ascribes it entirely 
to the circumstance that the resolution now in force 
requires that all papers relating to slavery, or the 
abolition of slavery, shall be laid upon the table. 
This was the argument of Mr. Adams himself, 
But the gentleman from New York is mistaken. 
The resolution is answerable for no such conse- 
quence. In the first place, this slave memorial has 
not been received and never will be. It has not been 
laid upon the table and never will be. It does not 
come within the order of the House, nor ever will. 
This answer is sufficient. The objection to the re- 
-Solution is scattered to the winds. But again: the 
resolution necessarily embraces only those who are 
constitutionally entitled. to address this. House. It 
relates exclusively to the free white citizens of the 
United States. Slaves are not entitled to petition. 
They are not known to the Federal Government. 
They cannot approach it, nor can the Government 
legislate for them. Even in the slaveholding States, 
a-slave can only approach the Legislature through 
the intervention of his master. He has no right to 
petition for himself, Tow absurd, then, to sup- 
pose that he can petition here! Ifhe hada right to 
petition, Congress would have the correlative right 
tohear him. But Congress cannot hear him, can- 
not act for him, and therefore it is demonstrable 
that as Congress cannot hear him, he cannot have 
a right to.be heard. Who ever dreamt, when-that 
resolution was adopted, that any member of this 
Fouse would so far forget its dignity, as to endea- 
vor to evade the resolution, or to cast con- 
tempt upon it, by attempting to introduce a 
memorial from negroes!. Mr. P. sad he would 

: qua as soon have supposed that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts wonld have offered a memorial from 
acow ora horse—for he might as well be the organ of 
one species of property as another. Slaves were pro- 
perty. They were not only recognised as such by 
the laws of the slaveholding states, but by. the Fede- 
ral Constitution itself. This could easily be shown 


by reference to various provisions in that instrument - 


bearing on this subject. But the subject itself was 
too absurd for argument. Not a single member, 
he was sure, one only excepted, could be persuaded 
to think seriously of the right of a slave to me- 
morialize that House, and he would therefore say 
nothing further upon that point. But again: the 
gentleman from New York, (Mr. Granger,) after 
denouncing the resolution, contends -that the only 
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trué way to'treat the subject of abolition is to allow 
every memorial to be considered on its merits, and 
‘to be received or rejected, as thé House may: think 
Proper to determine, after a manly trial of the is- 
sue on the question of reception. No doubt (said 


Mr. P.) every abolition journal in the country is of | 


the same ‘opinion, Mr. P; said he hàd- recently 
been favored by the editor of “The Friend of Man,” 
‘ with a number of that paper. It contained a long 
review of the report he had submitted to the House, 


vat the last session, on the subject of abolition. It- 


not only condemned that report, but assailed Mr. 
P: himself, in the most bitter and unsparing terms. 
It insisted that the resolutions adopted by the House 
were equivalent to a denial of the tight of petition, 
and charged the House with cruelty and despotisin, 
arguing very naturally that the right to petition is 
a nullity, if, after the memorials are received, they 
are deposited quietly in the tomb of the Capulets, 
with no -hope of resurrection from their sleep of 
death. And it had a great deal about the rights of 
freemen, and the insolence of slaveholders, and the 
base servility of the House, declaring unequivocally 
that it would rather see the Union dissolved than 
the free citizens of the free States should be forced 
to succumb fo slaves. But then it went most man- 
fully for the question of reception-—the editor, no 
doubt, chuckling at the recollection of the memo- 
rable vote of three-fourths and more by which the 
South was defeated in the Senate. s 

But the question of reception is the true issue. So 
says the gentleman from New York. So say the 
abolitionists. ` So say certain gentlemen from the 
slaveholding States. We must not fight the prin- 
ciple of abolition, but the right of petition. We 
must not repress the actual movements of the fana- 
tics, but give them every advantage that we can by 
making factitious issues upon abstract points. We 
must not meet them upon grounds on which we are 
able to conquer them, but on those grounds only 
on which they are most sure to conquer us. Well, 
gentlemen have had their will. Their true issue 
has been made. The question of reception has 
been forced upon the House, as it was upon the 
Senate, and the South, a second time, has been 
most signally defeated. And how have the aboli- 
tionists borne their triumph! He would tell the 
House. Another paper, “ The Emancipator,” 
had been very kindly sent him. It hailed with 
eestacy the “ glorious news from Washington.” It 
sung Jo pean. to the victory that had been gained 
at last over “ the nullifiers of the South.’ It ral- 
lied its forces to a renewed conflict with “the dark 
spirit of slavery.” It called upon them to exert 
all their energies in the transmission of memorials 
to Congress. The enemy was beaten; the Capitol 
was theirs; they had only to enter, and possess the 
spoils. It was a remarkable fact, that before that 
ssue was made, very few abolition memo-, 
eitiablshad'en sent to be presented to the House. 

The general understanding was, that, under the re- 
solutions of the last session, every memorial of that 
kind would be instantly laid upon the table, there to 
lie untouched for ever; and under that gloomy and 
discouraging prospect, even the indomitable spirit 
of fanaticism had no heart to send them. But the 
moment the abolitionists heard that the Chair had 
decided that the resolution of the last session ex- 
pired with the expiration of the session, and, in ad- 
dition to that, that the question of reception. had 
been tried and carried in their favor, they revived 
from the dead, shook off their despondency, re- 
newed the contest’ with redoubled vigor, and 
began to pour in the memorials. with which the 
gentleman from Massachusetts has entertained and 
edified the House for the last three weeks. Such 
were the fruits. of the true issue, as gentlemen were 
pleased to term it. Mr. P. said he thanked Heaven 
he had no participation in the production. of those 
fruits. He thanked Heaven that the incendiary 
fanatics,against whom he had contended faithfully, 
had never boasted of advantages that he had given 
‘them, nor pro¢laimed a triumph ‘which they had 
been enabled to achieve through his instriimentaliz 
ty. It was his peculiar fortune to- be abused. and 
villified by`a certain portion’ of the South on the 
one side, and by all the abolitionists upon the other: 
It troubled not- his peace.’ He had an a proving 
conscience of whith nothing could deprive him, aiid 


‘CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Feb. 1837. 
H. of Reps. 


was determined to-move on calmly in the even te- 
nor of his way... He knew that justice would yet be 
done him, even by those who now denounced him, 
and he would continue to protect their interests, ‘in 
spite of their curses, and regardless of their enmity. 
It was the lot of others, on the contrary, to be 
lauded by that portion of the South who were dis- 
pleased with him, and also by the very incendiary 
enemy with whom they were contending for the 
rights and welfare of the injured South. ' He did 
not pretend to account for this remarkable coinci- 
dence. Conscious of the purity of his own mo~ 
tives, he never cast imputations upon the motives 
of others. It was true there were many. things in 
the political operations of the present day, that pass- 
ed his comprehension, but still he was willing to be- 
lieve that it was more the result of his own obtuse- 
ness of intellect, than of any thing wrong in the 
operations themselves. He was a Southerner, but 
he could not understand why papers, professedly de- 
voted to the South, should hail the. election of indi- 
viduals friendly to abolition as political triumphs, 
nor why Southerners and abolitionists should choose 
the same mode of action, leading invariably to the 
advantage of the latter. He was a free-trade man, 
but he could not understand why papers, professing 
free-trade principles, should be opposed to a reduc- 
tion of high protective duties, and be constantly fill- 
ed with speeches and essays in favor of the manu- 
facturers, and the obligation of the Government to 
sustain their monopoly. He was a strict construc- 
tionist, but he could not understand upon what prin- 
ciple of strict construction those professing the doc- 
trine acted, who advocated the continuance of an 
enormous surplus in the Treasury, with a view to 
its distribution among the States, rather than a re- 
duction of unnecessary and oppressive taxes to the 
legitimate necessities of Government. He was a 
State rights man, but he could tot understand why 
the admission of Michigan was opposed, because 
she was a State, nor why the voice of her people 
was to be rejected, because they had chosen to as- 
semble in convention, in their sovereign capacity, 
without the permission of their Legislature. ` He 
held that the power of the people was supreme, 
and that constitutions and legislatures were but or- 
ganized expressions of their will, and authorized 
agents to execute their pleasure. He certainly 
would not venture to say to the people of. Sout 
Carolina, that they had no right to assemble in cone 


‘vention, in theirsovereign capacity, if the Legisla- 


ture of their State should presumptuously forbid 
it. And what he would assert and maintain for 
his own State, he did not feel warranted to deny to 
the people of Michigan. He saw no anarchy in 
theirconduct. He saw nothing but a peaceful and 
rightful assemblage of the people, for the lawful 
purpose of giving their assent to the act of Con- 
gress, and with the laudable design of effecting 
their admission into the confederacy of the States. 


-In his humble judgment, to have a her appli- 


cation for admission would have bee conduct, in- 
finitely more liable to the charge of anarchy and re- 
volution. She would fhen have been a State, but’ 
out of the Union, and Congress in that event would 
not only have dismembered the Union of a large 
portion of its territory, but, would have erected a 
separate and independent State, in the bosom of 
the confederacy, not subject to the laws of the 
Federal Government, but at full liberty to pursue 
whatever career she pleased, no matter what confu- 
sion or disorder might have resulted from her move- 


“ments. Butto return to the resolution relating to 


abolition. One assailant, he would have supposed, 
might have been sufficient to. destroy so poor a 
breastwork, especially when that assailant was the 
distinguished member from New York. But it 
still stood firm; ay, as firm as the pillars of honesty 
and truth, and, therefore, one of ‘his colleagues 
from South Carolina, (Mr. Pickens,) had-come to 
the aid of that honorable member.. He, tőo, had 
denounced the resolution. He had called it “mise. 
rable,” “pitiful,” and, following the example of tha 
honorable member from New York, had endeavor. 
ed to demonstrate that it was owing to that resolu- 
tion that Mr. Apims had acted as he had done, and: 
that all the unpleasant and exciting ‘scenes of the 
day had happened. ; ee 

1. P, said he cared nothing for'the epithets his 
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colleague had thought proper to apply to.that reso- 
lution. 
ment was necessary to prove that the epithets were 
warranted. But he would tell his colleague. one 
thing,. The gentleman. from Kentucky, (Mr. 
Hawes,) who introduced the resolution, was riot 
present to defend it. He would tell him. another 
thing. It had been adopted by an. overwhelming 
majority-of the whole House, and, therefore, if it 
was.really pitiful, there were so. many to divide the 
. censure, that scarcely any one would feel its 
weight. He would tell, him yet another thing. It 
was adopted by an overwhelming majority of the 
representatives from the slaveholding States; and, 
therefore, if all who voted for it were disloyal to 
the South, she might indeed be considered as hav- 
ing been surrendered to the enemy. There were 
on that floor upwards of a hundred slaveholding 
delegates, and of all that number not more than 
sixteen had voted against the resolution. Upwards 
of eighty on the one side, and sixteen on the other. 
Mr. P. said he did not profess to understand the 
interests of the slaveholding States better than otn- 
er members from those States,-and he was, there- 
fore, sincerely rejoiced’ at the. almost undivided 
support that his miserable. resolution had received 
from the slaveholding interest within those walls. 
Miserable as it might be, the support that had been 
given it showed the absolute necess'ty for its adop- 
tion.. It showed its importance and its policy. 
More than that, it showed its great and growing 
popularity. At the last session, the slaveholding 
yote in favor of this resolution was, perhaps, not 
more than two-thirds; now, itis more than four- 
fifths. This great increase of slaveholding votes 


would not have taken place but for the favor the- 


resolution has acquired in the slaveholding States. 
It is its strength with the people that has caused 
their delegates to rally around it with such unani- 
mity and ardor. 
still more.. The occurrences of this very day will 
increase it. If any thing on earth can show the 
necessity of laying abolition papers on the table 
without printing, reference, or action of any kind 
whatever, itis the extraordinary legislative play 
that has this day been enacted on this theatre; the 
tragedy, the farce, the painful excitement, the ludi- 
crous burlesque, the contempt and ridicule brought 
upon this House, aud the deep disgrace inflicted on 
ourcountry. Mr. P. said he would tell his col- 
league yet another taing. That same miserable 
resolution had been sustained by a decided majority 
of Charleston district. The late congressional can- 
vass turned exclusively upon the abolition ques- 
tion. True, he had lest.his election by a very small 
majority. Butthe approval of his conduct, by a 
majority of the voters, was equally true notwith- 
standing. A large number of those who voted for 
his competitor are known to have approved it, and 
would have voted for him (Mr. P.) against any 
other individual in the district. 

Mr. P. said his respected competitor himself had 
openly expressed his concurrence in his course, and 
he rejoiced that that course would be sustained 
hereafter by intellect and eloquence so admirably 
calculated to sustain it. Yes, (said Mr. P.) Iglory 
in.that course.. I glory in that resolution. I glory 

. that for once, at least in my life, I looked to the 
true. welware of the South, in connection with the 
happiness and harmony of our whole common coun- 
ty. I am proud that, in having pursued, that 
course, I have been cheered by the cordial “ well 
done” of heads as sound and hearts as pure as any 
that undertook to proscribe me, here or elsewhere; 
of venerable revolutionary patriots; of as intelli- 
‘gent and high-minded merchants and mechanics as 
ever did honor by their spirit and enterprise to any 
eity upon earth; of those gallant volunteers who flew, 
at the first. cry for help, to rescue their brethren of 
Florida from the murderous tomahawk andscalping 
knife; and of those generous and patriotic adopted 
citizens, who always prove themselves the very 
best natives when their adopted country demands 
their services. Mr. P. said he would trouble the 
House with only one word more. There were two 
acts of his life he should always remember with 

eculiar pleasure: the one was the miserable reso- 
ution, which, miserable as it was, had so far kept 
down abolition that not all the efforts of fanatics 


Epithets were not argument, and argu- | 


And that strength will increase 
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and agitators could remove the pressure; and the 
other, that it was on his motion that the first colo- 
nization memorial, praying for the aid and inter- 
ference of this Government, had been laid upon 
the table; the vote upon that question: being re- 
corded on the journal. And he would take this 
occasion toenter his protest against any further ef- 
forts to obtain such aid. Congress has no more con- 
stitutional authority to apply the public revenue in 
aid of colonization than of abolition societies,and the 
first appropriation of this kind in behalf of the. one 
may well be regarded as an entering wedge to 
similar expenditures in relation to the other. 
He. hoped that the friends of the cause would 
discountenance such applications. It was. the 
stability and utility of the most impolitic course 
that could be adopted as regards the cause 
itself. The people of the South will never 
tolerate any interference by the Federal Govern- 
ment with any operation in which negroes are in- 
volved. By connecting this cause with the Federal 
Government, it will assuredly become odious to 
the great body of the people, and multitudes who 
now cheerfully support it will become its foes. Co- 
lonization is exclusively a State concern. It be- 
Jongs entirely to the individual States and to the 
people. The State Legislatures, if they choose, may 
sustain it from their treasuries. They have the 
right‘ to do so; but Congress has no such right; nor 
will the people of the South ever submit to be 
taxed that the proceeds of the taxes may be applied 
to the purchase of their slaves, with a view to their 
emancipation or removal into Africa. As to abo- 
lition, he would only remark, that while others 
struggle to create excitement, he would endeavor 
to prevent it; while others are calling for a south- 
ern convention, he would endeavor to avert its 
necessity; while others are sapping the foundations 
of the Union, he would endeavor to confirm it; and, 
with these views, he sincerely hoped that as the re- 
soltition, of which he was the original mover, had 
been adopted at the last session, and re-adopted 
at the present, so it would continue to be adopted 
and enforced during every succeeding Congress 
while there was a single fanatic to infest this Hall, 
or an Ameriean patriot to defeat his object. 
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In Senate, Tuesday, January 31, 1837.—The ques- 
tion being on striking out the fourth section of 
the bill allowing pre-emptions— 

Mr.. KING said that he perfectly agreed with 
some of the friends of the bill, who had addressed 
the Senate, that this. clause did, not essentially dif- 
fer in principle from the other provisions of the bill. 
If the clause were more objectionable, it wasin the 
extent, and not in the character of its operation. 
The whole bill, he said, was one to encourage a 
system of fraudulent speculation, partiality, per- 
fidy, and plunder, in which those who had the 
least conscience would make the most money. He 
had waded through all the various amendments 
made and proposed, and thought he now understood 
the character and objects of the bill as amended, 
and if it were to pass in the present, or any form 
likely to be proposed, he cared but little about the 
details; and. perhaps, the worse its provisions the 
better it might ultimately prove for the country. 
Thus being opposed to the whole objects of the 
bill, Mr. K. said he would take the occasion to 
make some remarks upon the general subject, be- 
fore the question should be taken on the fourth sec- 
tion of the bill. 

It was not likely, at least he hoy ed not, that w; 
should have, stric‘ly, a party vote upon thi. ques- 
tion. Itwasone of those measures of which we 
had had too many in cur country; whi h proposes 
bounties and advantages to some sections of the 
country at the expense of the remainder. That 
such legislation should be popular with those who 
expected to be benefitted by it, was not at all sur- 
prising. But that those whose constituents were to 
be despoiled by. the unjust and unequal operation 
of the measure should quietly submit to it, ought 


z 


| make th 


not to be expected. Yet it is a. melancholy 
said he, in the history of human affairs, that” sug 


are the hidden. cheateries by which the machinery. 


of legislation is frequently. made to.transfer the: las.’ 
borf one class of citizens into the pockets ‘of ane 
other, that it often happens that the most partial, 
unjust, and unequal legislation is precisely that” 
which obtains the most positive popularity, and . 


dees most credit to. those whe may happen . to pro- T 


pose it. The reason, he said, was obvious. ‘These 
partial benefits were plain and palpable. They. 


- were felt by the favored, and perceived by every 


one, whilst the injury and injustice to.:the great 
mass of the community were more, widely diffus- 
ed; and, being somewhat of a negative character, 
are not so easily perceived or estimated. But, 
(said Mr. K.) I doubt very much whether either 
the ignorance or the apathy of a majority of the 
people of the United States, and particularly of the 
old States, will be sufficient to protect this measure 
against that discontent which the gross injustice of 


- it is se well calculated to engender. 


Mr. K. said that, as the basis of all just remark 
upon this subject, itshould be constantly recollected, 
as ithad been repeated, that the public domain. 
was a public ftind ; as much so as the public’ mc- 
ney in the Treasury of the United States. It, 
should, therefore, be administered and distributed 
among the people with as much equality as was 
consistent with a fair administration of the laws. 
It had been truly said that a large portion: of this 
public domain had , been purchased with the. 
common blood and the common treasure of the 
people of the old thirteen States. In obedience to 
this feeling, and in answer to the petitions of their 
fellow-citizens of the other States of the confede- 
racy, the people of these States, who had the ex- 
clusive right and jurisdiction over this property, 
had generously surrendered it for the common bene- 
fit of the whole, Another Jargg portion of this 
property, he said, and much the largest undisposed 
of; had actually been purchased j 
the common treasury —money which had been col- 


lected by actual taxation upon the consumption of © 


the people, and which, it must be admitted; had 
borne most heavily on the people of the old States. 
One would suppose, when we looked at the history 
of this property, when we saw from what source it 
had been derived, and with whose labor and money 
it had been purchased, that it would be considered 
sufficiently generous, in-all conscience, to allow to 
the new members of the confederacy an equal par- 
ticipation in this great national partnership fund, 
when they didnot, as members, bring a doilar into 
the concern. . 

This equality he did not complain of, and.no one 
complained of it, but it had never. been considered 


‘as sufficient; and, accordingly, millions upon mil- . 


lions had been lavished upon them, from time to 


‘time, in one: form or other. When we consider 


the choice. selections they had been permitted to 
make; the twelve or thirteen millions of acres of 
land alone that had been given to them were pro- 


with money from. | 


bably worth one hundred and fifty millions-of dole _ 


lars, or a sum nearly double what had ever come 
into the Treasury from the entire sales of the pub- 
lic lands since the commencement of the Govern- 
ment, Well, one would suppose that those enor- 
mous bounties, at the expense of their fellow-cill- 
zens of the old States, would satisfy the most vo- 
racious appetite. But notso. For their advantage, 
solely, the public land had been put down, and 
kept down, at one-tenth of its value, as compared 
with lands of equal quality in the old States of’ 
the Union. This fact had just been admitted by 
one of the friends of the bill. The result was 
precisely what might have been expected. The 
annals of time furnished no instance, either pa- 
rallel or approximate, of equal rapidity in growth, 
wealth, population, and prosperity, to that exhibit- 
ed by the junior members of the Confederacy. On 
the other hand, history furnished few examples, 
under free Government, of such premature old age, 
decrepitude, and decay, as that which was er- 
hibited by some of the old States of this Union. 
Costly dwellings were seen mouldering into 
ruins, and plantations that should still be va- 
Iuable were left to wash into ruts and gulleys, and 
grow up in briars, Sir, said he, itis enough to 
heart ef any patriot from one ef the old 
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- On the bill allowing pre-emptions-—Mr. King. 


States bleed to travel through ‘this favored region, 

- and ‘compare its condition with ‘the impoverished 

“home he “has left: But how could it be otherwise 
with.this heavy bounty, furnished at the common 
charge, for the exclusive benefit of a small portion 
of the States? i s 2 

. Mr. K, had hoped: at least ‘that. these manifold 
bounties, and this contrast so melancholy, and the 
truth of, which all must acknowledge, would have 
softened the hearts and stayed the hands of those 
who seemed determined on the destruction of the 
old States: but not so; they were still unsatisfied. 
Emboldened by their own strength, derived from 
. the munificence of those they despoil, and by the 
weakness of the latter, oceasioned by the same 
cause, and with the aid of a few unnatural allies, 
they now boldly come forward, and claim for their 
exclusive benefit the whole of this immense national 
fund. Nay, said he, a great deal more than this! for 


he would infinitely prefer an entire surrender of the ` 


whole of the national domain, and get rid of the 
expense, and these eternal torments and importuni- 
ties, to seeing this bill passed.upon the people of 
the old States. If the law should be honestly en- 
forced, the proceeds of the sales would not pay the 
expenses of our land machinery; certainly not, if 
we included the Indian treaties, Indian wars, and 
Indian annuities, which were all fairly chargeable 
to this account. Thus losing the whole of this im-. 
mense property, the old States would be further 
burdened with the expense of parcelling it out to 
others, 
would be something larger, but the profits on spe- 
eulations would be an exclusive bounty. to crime, 
and a premium to ingenious and fraudulent specn- 
lation. 

` And yet we are told (said Mr. K.) that we must 
go for this measure, because it is an administra- 
tion measure. In its present form he did not 
believe it was sô. He knew the pre-emption 
clause was not, as all knew that nothing was more 
abhorred by the Executive than that unjust and odi- 
ous feature in the bill. Bnt (said Mr. K.) how- 
ever this may be, do not tai to me of administra- 


tion measures, while you have got your fingers in . 


“my pockets, or the pockets of my constituents. 
Take them out, sir, and then we can betier reason 
the matter. Insert some equivocal provision; man- 
tle the bill ın some obscurity; afford some tempo- 
rary refuge for reason, whilst fancy may be called 
in to promise some distant hope of a possible ad- 
vantage to the old States, to compensate them, to 
some extent, for the enormous sacrifices which you 
propose to force upon them. Do not (said he) in- 
sult us with this plain project of taking money from 
the pockets of one class of citizens, and putting it 
into those of another, 

Sir (continued Mr. K.) the people of Georgia, 
that greatly wronged, much abused, and much 
injured State, yielding to the claims of their fellow- 
citizens of the other States, with wham, in a com- 
mon cause, they had marched through the perils of 
the revolution, generously surrendered to the United 
States (with reservations too insignificant to notice, 
when compared with the value of the whole) two of 
the finest States in the Union. 

This territory, if disposed of to the best advan- 
tage, would have freed the State from taxation to 
he end of time. Though millions of it had been 
squandered upon squatters, relinquished to specula- 
tors by the relief law, and otherwise prodigally dis- 
posed of, the past and future receipts rrom it would 
likely be near one hundred millions of dollars. 
And yet the people of Georgia, to whom this im- 
mense property once exclusively belonged, are here- 
after to be virtually deprived of all participation in 
it, as a common interest of the confederacy. Her 
citizens are to be deprived of the poor privilege of 
buying it at the price fixed by the Government, to 
whom it was gratuitously given. The honest plan- 
ter, witha growing family of sons, with prudent 
foresight, looking forward to the period when your 
-~ unnatural combinations and legislative plunder may 
_ Tender his impoverished State an unfit habitation 
4 for man, cannot provide for them a few sections of 
; land in a more favored: State, without submitting 
; to ceremonies and restrictions, which, to an honest 
an, will render the privilege worse than a mock- 


: ry: He must standby (said Mr. K.) and see 


f 
| 
$ 


If the law should be evaded, the sales’ 


this property tied up-by narrow, contracted, partial 
legislation, into a bundle of bribes. and bounties, 


calculated and intended to drain the resources and- 


consummate the ruin-of the State whose generosity 
furnished the means of: perpetrating the injustice. 
Sir, (said he,) when the people of Georgia send me 
here to plunder them, and not to protect them, I 
may think of the proposition, but not before. 


What were the reasons urged for this partial and 
oppressive measure? Interest.was sufficient to ad- 
dress to some party, perhaps to others; but what were 
the reasons addressed to those members from the 
old States who were disposed to stand up for. the 
rights of their constituents? Why, they jwere the 
great and threatening evils of a redundant Trea- 
sury. It was strange this measure had not been 
urged with such zeal for these reasons when there 
was some necessity for it.. Where was this surplus 
now, or from whence was it to be derived during 
the present year? Gentlemen had shown commend- 
able caution in making, or rather in not making, 
calculations on this subject. No one had descend- 
ed to the use of figures but the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi; and he (Mr. K.) thought, contrary to his 
wont, upon grave matters, had been a little flighty 
upon this subject. The Senator had estimated a 
future annual surplus of twenty millions of dollars, 


and that, without this measure, eighty or one hun- 


dred millions of. acres of the public lands would 
pass into the hands of speculators. And what was 
the basis of hisestimate? Why, he had taken the pro- 
ceeds of the last year, (about twenty-five millions, ) 
and made them the basis of his estimate for the 
next four years. The Senator might just as well 
have. anticipated in 1813, that, because Napoleon 
Bonaparte invaded Russia with an effective army 
of 400,000 fighting men, he would be enabled to 
make the same effort annually for the remajnder of 
his life. It is certainly (said Mr. K.) a logical 
mode of reasoning, to say that what happens one 
year may, under the same circumstances, happen the 
next; but single instances are not always followed 
by their like, and there are extraordinary canses op- 
erating in finance and speculation, as there are in 
war, and almost every thing else. 

What, then, (said Mr. K.) are the probable 
causes to which we are to attribute the extraordi- 
nary results in the sales of the public lands in the 
year 1826, and the year preceding? If the causes 
are of a permanent nature, the results may be re- 
ed upon as the basis of future estimates; if they 
be only temporary, have ceased to exist, or are 
rapidly passing away, all reasoning on such 
premises is more delusive than demonstrative. 

Mr. K. then proceeded to enumerate some of 
these causes. In 1834 it was settled that the char- 
ter of the Bank of the United States would not be 
renewed. The removal of this institution (of 
which he did not wish to be understood as-com- 
plaining) had encouraged in the country hopes- 
of great profits by banking, and we had according- 


ly been inundated with an uncontrolled, unreguie- |} 


ted flocd of paper money, issuing from the sluices 
of five hundred new banks, with additional supplies 
from the old ones; and in the last four years the 
currency of the country, including specie, accord- 
ing to the most probable computation, had a little 
more than doubled. Was this a permanent state 
of things? Did we expect that our currency was 
to double every four years? 


Well (continued Mr. K.) what was the natural 
consequence of this sudden and extraordinary in- 
flation of the currency? It was a spirit of specu- 
lation and overtrading, which reached public lands 
as well as private lands, and private lots, and every 
species of property that was a subject of bargain 
and sale. This spirit had extended to unbroken 


| forests as well as towns, cities, and villages. It 


embraced the poor pine lands of Maine, as well as 
“Jackson city,” on the Potomac; a city which, in 
the spirit of the times, after the lots had been dis- 
posed of, was commenced and finished in a Single 
day. ` These wild speculations, extending to every 
thing, were the inevitable consequence of this great 
redundancy of the currency: for money was unlike 
most other commodities in the extent of the demand 
for it. There was no certain limitation on the 


demand except that which was found in a limitas 
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tion of the supply. _ So general was the disposition ` 
to make money without labor, that men would 
always be found to adventure in speculation when 
they could procure money with facility. 
_ Mr. K. said that this redundancy of the curren- 
cy had, moreover, been. sustained by concurrent 
“causes (some of them not dependent on the mar- ` 
kets of this country) for an unusual length of time 
without a reaction.” Jn the first place, (said he,). it 
has so happened that the increased demand for our 
‘principal exports has gradually increased their va- 
lue for the last three or four years. The value of 
our exports.each year, for that period, has been an 
advance on that of the year preceding. Asa ge~ 
-neral rule, with the advantage of such progressive 
increase in the value of exportation, it is impossi« 
ble to create a demand for the exportation of spe- 
cie whilst such increase continues. But, unfortu- 
nately, this has not been the only means by. which 
we have increased the debits of our foreign ac- 
count. Look at our foreign account for the year 
1836—one hundred and seventy-four miNicns of 
imports, and one hundred and twenty-two mil- 
lions ot exports; leaving a balance of fifty-two mil- 
lions against us, deducting only our portion of the 
profits of trade. These profits could net be safely 
put down at more than twelve or fifteen millions, 
leaving a probable clear balance against us of for- 
ty millions of dollars. And yet (he said) the ex- 
changes had continued in our favor, indicating a 
favorable: balance. Sir, (said he) what sort of a 
balance is this? Itis not a balance on’ the ex- 
change of valuable commodities.. It is the deceptive 
balance of the borrower against the lender. “If (said 
he) you be a man of fortune,and'I be without fortune, 
yetif I borrow all your money, I will have plenty of 
money, and you will be destitute, though the richer ` 
man of the two. And if it be necessary for you to 
send the money you loan to me from Alabama to 
Georgia, my note, sent to you in exchange for it, 
procuces precisely the same effect upon the ex- 
changes between the two. States as if I had consign- 
ed to you the value in valuable commoditics. 

By just such means have we indicated a favora- 
ble balance against Europe. Instead of the pro- 
duce of industry, we have sent about forty millions 
in notes, bonds, stocks, and State securities, ‘and, 
the exchange being in our favor, we have imported 
the return in specie. So that we have not only 
borrowed forty millions to sustain our currency in 
the single year of 1836, but we have borrowed that 
amount in specie to aid in sustaining a paper issue. 
What was the result of all this? Why, the result 
of the extravagant speculations growing out of a 
redundant currency, and that redundant currency 
sustained and kept up by the means adverted to, 
had been a large surplus treasure deposited in the 
deposite banks. The interest of these banks requir- 
ed that they should make the most of the deposite; 
and, to do this, they would naturally prefer loan- 
ing to speculators in the public lands, as. they wera 
certain ofa return of the deposite. To this large 
deposite Mr. K. thought might be attributed, per- ` 
-haps, the whole increase in the sales in 1836 over 
the sales in 1835, which increase was about 
$10,000,000. i 

Now, continued Mr. K. these are the principal 
causes, I apprehend, of the extraordinary results in 
the proceeds of the sales in 1835-6. Are they per- 
manent? Can their continuance be relied on as ` 
the basis of future estimates? If not, these caleu- 
lations of twenty-six millions a year from this 
source hereafter are mere delusions, and cannot 
safely be taken as the basis of important legislation. 
Let us look, then, at the last canse first; the surplus 
revenue in (e deposite banks, amounting to forty 
or fifty millicns during 1836, is now sinking ander 
the operation of the deposite law, and, in the course 
of the year, will entirely disappear.’ ‘This great 
cause is then rapidly passing away. Next, as to 
the condition of the currency, generally-—the pris 
mary cause of speculation: Isit to be sustained 
by causes heretofore operating? Can itbe propped 
up any longer by borrowing from Europe? On the 
contrary, we find the resource of borrowing entire- 
ly cut off, and the moneyed interests in Europe 
have taken steps to stop the exportation of specie 
to this country, And, such is the state of the mos» 
ney market in Europe, that it is likely all stocks 
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sent there on pledge will be returned for redemp- 
tion, and all loans falling due will be pressed for 
payment. The most favorable view of this branch 
of the subject is, that the principal of our European 
loan cannot be increased, and even if our whole 
credit there be continued, as a loan, the. inierest 
hereafter-must be added. to the other side of the ac- 
count; and rise in exchanges will probably soon 
call for an exportation of specie. 

In the next place, have we any hope of assis- 

tance from an advance in our exports? ` On the 
contrary, all accounts concur in sustaining the 
Secretary of the Treasury in his opinion that, in 
this, there will be a very heavy decline. We 
have, then, none of the extraordinary means of 
sustaining over-issues which we have commanded 
heretofore. Sir, said he, I am no practical mer- 
chant, no practical banker, and do not profess to 
be high authority on these subjects. He wished 
to create no panics; and had too little confidence in 
his own judgment to make any positive prophecies. 
But if he possessed the ordinary faculty of con- 
necting effects with their causes, where the connec- 
tion was obvious, he thought we had the facts be- 
fore us, from which we might reasonably appre- 
hend one of ‘the most tremendous explosions that 
ever afflicted any commercial people. ` It might be 
- averted or postponed, but no prudent and expe- 
rienced financier, he thought, would act on the 
presumption thatit could be entirely avoided, or 
even postponed to a very distant day. 
: There was another reason, Mr. K. thought, for 
a diminished estimate in the sales of the public 
lands; and that was the very fact upon which 
high future estimates had been made. He alluded 
to the great quantity of land lately taken up on 
speculation. ‘These lands, he said, were doubtless 
the best selections, and nearest to the settled parts 
of the country, and the quantity was sufficient to 
anticipate the demand for actual settlement for 
twelve or fifteen years. : When the spirit of specu- 
lation had ceased, these lands must come exten- 
sively into competition with the Government, and 
diminish the Government sales. It was a great 
mistake to suppose that large land companies or 
speculators were in the habit of holding up their 
lands at exorbitant and forbidding prices, that a 
large and unproductive property might be sold and 
settled by posterity. They had, generally, neither 
the power nor inclination to do so. They could 
not obtain very large profits whilst the Government 
was in free competition with land of equal quality 
and at as low prices. Mr. K. mentioned several 
instances where investments in Alabama, in 1820, 
on speculations, had yielded only an interest on 
the investment, and in some ‘cases not even that. 
He also stated that some of his friends had gone to 
Mississippi during the late land sales, and had pur- 
chased the choice selections, from a large supply 
held by a land company, at a moderate advance 
on the original cost, and had preferred purchasing 
of these companies to taking their chances at the 
sales. Operating upon a large scale, a small ad- 
vance per acre affords a handsome profit, though 
generally less than is paid to “land hunters,” for 
selecting and locating in smaller quantities. As 
much of the money with which lands have been 
purchased on speculation had been borrowed, Mr. 
K. thought many purchasers would, from necessity, 
come into competition with the Government at 
something like Government prices. But, if we re- 
strict the competition of Government, we give a 
monopoly to previous purchasers, and probably 
secure to them very heavy speculations. Such in- 
convenient restrictions on the Government sales 
must make the fortunes of those who have already 
invested largely in the public lands. However 
this might be, he said, the large quantity in the 
hands of individuals, which had rapidly accumu- 
lated there from temporary causes, must come 
yery largely into competition with the Government. 
sales. ` . 

Mr. K. also briefly alluded to the probable inde- 
dependence and settlement of Texas, at no distant 
period. If this should occur, there would be a 
large body of the finest lands in the world opened, 
at fifty cents per acre. This temptation would car- 
ry off thousands of our emigrating population, and 
reduee the demand for settlement and cultivation. 
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IX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE; 
On the bill to alow pre-emptions—-Mr. King. a 


This, he said, was a contingency, to: be sure; but 
every argument at all bearing upon the subject 
should ‘be noticed, when there was a proposition 
which Virtually gave up this immense property of 
the people, as a common property, and distributed 
it in bounties and benefits. Upon the whole, Mr. 
K. concluded that, when we examined the causes 
of the extraordinary amount derived from the public 
lands during the last two years, and that those 
causes were passing away, arid presenting conside- 
rations upon which we should greatly reduce a fu- 
ture estimate, the estimate of the Secretary of the 
Treasury was much more probable than any other 
by which it had been attacked; it was the estimate 
of an experienced and practical financier, and gen- 
tlemen could not and did not attack it by reasoned 
calculations, but flourished over it without the use 
of asingle figure. ; 

But, (said Mr. K.) I can tell gentlemen, for their 
consolation, that they shall not escape so easily in 
this matter. 
submit to an examination of figures; yes, and those, 
ton, figures of arithmetic, and not figures of rheto- 
ric. They shall either shut their eyes, refute, or 
admit, or the only avowed motive by which they 
justify their votes for this flagrant robbery of the 
old States shall be taken from them without their 

“consent. 

Mr. K. said he would now proceed to show what 
foundation there was for an alarm about a surplus 
in 1837, which was the only ground’ upon which 
any member from an old State dare to place his 
vote to plunder his constituents. He would first 
attempt to do so by that slighted report of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, which gentlemen could run 
over, but could not reason down. He would then 
look at the account as it would stand, even if the 
Secretary was as far mistaken as gentlemen supposed. 

What, then, (continued he,) according to this es- 
timate, will be the cash resources of the Govern- 
ment for the year 1837? The Secretary estimates 
them at twenty-nine millions: that is five millions 
retained in the Treasury. of unexpended appropria- 


tions, and twenty-four millions as the receipts of- 


the year. From what source is this twenty-four 
miilions of income to be derived? Let us examine 
each item, and see how far the estimate can be at- 
tacked in detail. The first item is forcustoms, six- 
teen million five hundred thousand dollars.. Was 
that too low? The customs produced more last 
year; but last year the importations had been swell- 
ed by temporary causes, such as the great destruc- 
tion by the New York fire, a®spirit of speculation, 
&c. and could not be relied on as the basis of future 
estimates. The estimate made by the Secretary 
might be a little too high or too low. Ft was more 
than we derived from the customs in 1834, when the 
duties were higher than they will be in 1837; and no 
practical financier at the head of the Department 
would have considered it safe to calculate on a 
greater revenue from this source. This item, how- 
ever, had not been attacked, and might therefore 
stand admitted. The next item was two million 
dollars from the stock of the Bank of the United 
States: nobody had questioned this item; we might 
get more than this from the bank in 1837, but at the 
same time we might not get a cent. At any rate, 
this was not a permanent source of income; it was 
a part of our capital. That item not being disput- 
ed, time need not be wasted upon it. The nextitem 
was five hundred thousand dollars for interest and 
other smaller matters, about which there could be 
little mistake. The next item was that of the pub- 
lic lands, five million dollars, which was the princi- 
pal subject of attack. On that item, in addition to 
what he had said, he would only here remark thatit 
was more thnn the public lands had ever brought into 
the Treasury in one year, except in the years 1835 and 
1836. And ifthe causes of the extraordinary re- 
sults in these two years had been shown to be of a 
temporary character, no higher estimate could have 
been safely relied on. 
The account then stands thus: 
From Customs - - ~ $16,500,060 
Bank stock - - - - 2,000,000 
Interest on money from deposite banks, &c. 400,000 
- 5,000,000 


“24,000,000 


They shall come to the point, an” 


Reserved in the Treasury of ner EE 
pended appropriations ` =. | = . 5,000,000 


gri l $29,000,000 
This is the sum, then, to answer the: ©. 2° 
calls of the Government in 1837,: 
What are the charges upon it? In 
the first place, in round numbers, the 
appropriations, new, transferred, and 
permanent, for 1837, as estimated, 


„are - = - 26,000,000 
Unexpended appropriations 14,000,000 -~ 
` = 40,000,000: 


Leaving us indebted to appropriations ~ al 
at the end of the year 1837° - $11,000,000: 


It will be seen from this, that even if there re- 
main unexpended appropriations in the Treasury at 
the end of 1837, to the amount of $14,000,000, that 
1s, a sum as large as remained at the end of 1836, 
(a very improbable event,) then we shall-have-only 
$3,000,000 in. money to answer the demand, and 
will owe still $11,000,000 more than we have mo- 
ney in the Treasury to pay. But if there should 
remain in the Treasury at the end of 1837 a: much 
smaller sum, say only $9,000,000, (a result much: 
more probable,) why, then, we should have to call 
on the States for $2,000,000, and would still owe . 
$9,000,000 to appropriations besides. ` 

The above (Mr. K. said) would be the probable’ , 
state of the account, provided the estimates.of the . 
Secretary were correct, as well in- appropriations as 
receipts. Should we then appropriate what was” 
asked by the Government? He saw no disposition 
te vote less, and particularly by those most in favor 
of this bill; and on this subject he would only fare; 
ther remark, that for many years past Congress had ' 
uniformly appropriated from two ta four millions 
more than was asked by the Government; and the 
last year we had appropriated about ten millions 
more. i 

But it was said the Secretary was in error in his 
estimate of the proceeds of the public lands.. : Very 
well; let us view the matter with that admission. 
How much was he wrong? It seemed to be.a pri~ 
vate sentiment with some, that, as the deposites 
would not be removed éntirely till the end of 1837, : 
and money might be made more plenty in the States ` 
by distribution, the speculations might continue” 
sufficient, during 1837, to bring into the Treasury > 
ten millions. There was some reason in this; and: 
for such, gentlemen, we would put down ten mile- 
lions, and say the Secretary has erred five millions. 


“What then? Why, we would still owe six millions 


at the end of 1837. Did any one, except the Sena- 
tor from Mississippi, ask more than this? If so,’ 
give them fifteen millions, and we would still owe 
one million to appropriations; and even carry the” 
amount to the twenty millions, a. sum to which it 
could only be carried by a race of the imagination, ‘ 
and we should, even then, only have four millions 
in the Treasury unappropriated. This wasa sum: 
‘with which we should never be discontented, and 
to get rid of which he would never adopt any ex- 
traordinary measure. It was a sum we had often 
had in our Treasury, and which was calculated to 
do no injury or create any alarm. : 

~ Theonly object, then, which members from the 
old States would avow to justify this outrage upon 
their constituents, was entirely swept from under 
them by mathematical demonstration. If there 
were any error in this calculation, let gentlemen 
show it, There was no danger, however, that gen« 
demen would even attempt this: for, except by 
general assertions and sweeping estimates, it was a 
branch of the subject they seemed anxious to 
smother. In the very sweeping glance of the only 
Senator who had touched it, he took scarcely a no- 
tice of expenditures, nor did he even notice that we 
owe fourteen millions to wnexpended appropria- 
tions. The truth was, he said, that the bill was 
supported by a strange and uanataral combination. 
Supposed interest was sufficient for some; the in- 
fluence operating on others he would not name, 
and perhaps did not know, and others were actuat~ 
ed by motives they did not think proper to avow. 
He said it could not be disguised, and ought not to 
be denied, that the only object of one influence - exe 
erted in favor of this bill was to draw back the Moy 
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_ Rey deposited with the-States; and ‘indirectly defeat 


the deposife bill. That this must be: the effect of- 


the measure. was inevitable, unless the expenses of 
the Governinent could be greatly reduced, which 
- no one has suggested: was immediately. practicable. 
And why this'persevering opposition ‘and untiring 
antipathy to the deposite. bill? No: one regretted 
the necessity for that bill more than he. did at -the 
time, and no:one who-voted: against the bill. was 
more opposed to raising money for distribution, or 
to a policy of distribution. But this was an extra- 
ordinary measure. to meet an extraordinaty emer- 
gency. -We found thirty or forty millions in the 
Treasury more than.was required for the purposes 
of Government. The question was not so. much 
how it was raised, as what should be done with it. 
If-ithad been improperly raised; that was no reason 
why it should be improperly wasted, or disposed of 
-in a manner to produce the greatest evils. To con- 
tinue this amount in the deposite banks. was ac- 
knowledged, even by the opponents of the bill, to 
be. altogether intolerable; the President himself 
had acknowledged this, and. yet the opponents of 
the bill, though full. of objections, had no plan’ ex- 
cept to allow.the money to remain in. the deposite 


banks, where they acknowledged it was ruining the £ 


currency, and would ruin the country. 

` Phe Senator from Missouri (Mr. Benton) had.a 
plan, to be sure, and that was to raise the expendi- 
tures.of the Government, and expend the surplus 
in fortifications, armories, arsenals, &c. The great. 

` objection to.this plan was that in expending the 
surplus, merely to get rid of it, we should have laid 
the, foundation of a permanent expenditure, incon-. 
sistent with the economical habits of our people, 
and with the simplicity of our. republican institu- 
tions. The tariff would have been raised in a few 
years, instead of reduced, and the- burdens of the 
people unnecessarily increased, to keep up a scale 
of: expenditure established by a prodigal expendi- 
ture of the surplus. For you might as well under- 
take (said he) to reduce the natural stature of man 
without the use of violence, as to undertake to re- 
duce the erpenditures of a Government after they 
are once fixed. England had tried that. In vain 
have the retrenching members of her reformed 
Parliament, in. their patriotic efforts, appealed to 
the expenditures of 1797, (thought then to be an 
extravagant period,) and showed that the present 
expenditure is, in some instances, near three times 
as much for the same service. Each branch of the 
service has influence or tact enough to preserve 
itself from encroachment ; and.every expense is 
“made to appear necessary, because it has become 
habitual. He was sorry to say that the increase in 
the expenditures of some branches of our own ser- 
vice taught a similar lesson. These (Mr. K. said) 
were the objections to the useless expenditure of the 
surplus by the General Government.. The expen- 
diture of the surplus would only haye been the 
beginning ; the end would have been a heavy perma- 
nent. expenditure. 

Again, this plan of extravagant expenditure was 
no remedy for the evil.. The labor could not have 
been commanded, or the work performed, with any 
regard to durability or economy, with sufficient ra- 
pidity to have made any effectual impression on 
the surplus for several years; and this plan would 
have been just. equivalent to giving the deposite 
batiks.a warrant to keep it for three or fonr years: 
for the revenue would have accrued nearly as fast 
as expended. It would be perceived that fourteen 
millions remained Unexpended, though we ap- 
propriated last year thirty-four or thirty-five 
millions. If we had appropriated sixty-four or 
sixty-five millions, as we. were asked to do, the 
wnexpended appropriations would have been pro- 
bably double. 

-This plan, then, was neither acceptable nor ef- 
fectual, and no other plan seemed so effectual and 
80.just as the plan that was adopted. This money 
was in the Treasury; it belonged to the people, and 
Was not needed for the public service, and could 


not be permitted to remain on deposite without _| 


great and acknowledged evils. To give the peo- 
ple the use of it, with some regard. to equality, un- 
til needed for some really national purpose, was 
certainly the most just to the people, whilst it was 
most effectual in avoiding the fae 


Not the least evil of leaving this immense surplus 
on deposite would have been to make ita subject 
of continual -scramble -for partial and useless ap- 
. propriations; in which the least scrupulous would 
have succeeded. best. . - ase 

Mr. K. repeated that this surplus rightly belong- 
. ed-to the people of the States, who sNould. be per- 
‘mitted to retain’ it until wanted forthe real. pur- 
poses of the Government, and no- necessity should 
‘be created by a measure of injustice to call back 
this money. .The money had been. raised. by the 
unexpected and. unprecedented sales of the public 
land, and had not, properly speaking, been raised 
by taxation upon thé people. ` 

Even if this surplus money (he. said) had been 
raised by taxation improperly, it would have been 
better to have returned it than wasted it. A great 
deal of slang had been used to create a prejudice 
against the distribution or deposite bill, by reprobat- 
ing the idea-of taxing the people to return the money 
to them under a system of distribution. It perhaps 
never occurred to those wise lecturers that the cus- 
toms, for the last three years, had not paid the expenses 
of the Government, or any thing like il; and this mo- 
ment, but for the extraordinary proceeds of the land 
sales, there would have been no surplus, and the 
į Treasury would have been. bankrupt. No human 

foresight could have- foreseen or prevented this sur- 
j| plus. It could not have been done without an entre 
j| repeal of the tariff two years ago; and if any man had 
proposed an entire repéal of duties two years ago 
on the ground that the lands would bring inte the 
Treasury forty millions the next tivo years, when 
they had never before produced more than three or 
four millions a year, he would have been pro- 
nounced a madman. 

And, as to “a system” of distribution, nobody, 
he presumed, ever thought of a system. The ob- 
ject was to provide a present remedy for an already 
existing evil, not to raise or create a surplus for 
future distribution; and he had voted to encroach 
on the appropriations, by dividing a part of the 
unexpended balance, that it might be unnecessary 
to repeat this, or adopt any other extraordinary 
measure, to dispose of a future surplus. 

The surplus already divided would doa great 
deal of good if it could be permitted to remain 
with the States. In ten years it would change 
the face of this continent, and gentlemen are 
very much deceived if they believe the mea- 
sure unpopular with the people. They well un- 
derstand their rights in this’ matter, and, as the 
money arose from the sale of the national domain, 
in which the people of the States have an equal 
interest, they consider themseives fairly entitled to 
this money until the Government really needs it. 
Believing the Government would probably never 
need it, they have projected improvements on the 
faith of it, and, although they will return it cheer- 
fully, if actually needed, they will never willingly 
return it to answer.a necessity created by an un- 
just and odious measure for the express purpose, 
It is the only farthing, said he, that the old States 


complained of. 


have ever received from this immense property 
once their own.. Millions upon millions, on the 
the other hand, have already been lavished upon 
the new States, and we now propose to take back 
this pittance, that we may be enabled to give away 
the remainder. 

Though this distribution or deposite bill, he said, 
was.the only measure which could have relieved 
us from the difficulties of an overfiowing Treasury, 
with any tolerable justice to the people, yet he re» 
spected the motives of those who originally voted 
against it. His honorable colieague, whose inte- 
grity and patriotism needed no encomium from him, 
had voted against it. He respected his motives, 
and had no reason to believe that his own were not 
in return duly appreciated. The measure was a 
novel one, and those who had not fully examined 
and deeply reflected on the absolute necessity of it, 
might well have doubted the policy of the experi- 
ment. But the measure had passed, the Treasurv 
was relieved, and the . money was generally well 
employed. And as the money. arose from the sale 
of property under extraordinary circumstances, and 
not by taxation, there was no sort of danger’from 
the precedent. Some were much alarmed for the 
morals of the people, which they affected to think 
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rére much endangered: by the use ofa little of their 
own money. -To these conservators of the public 
morals, he would only ‘suggest the danger of being 
told by the people that they might be, perhaps, as 
well employed in taking care of their own. This 
money, he repeated, would generally be employed * 
to: good account, and he thought it a mistake “to 
suppose that it would. even be popular in the new 
States to recall this money for the benefit of Spect- 
lators. and -sqùatters: for this bill would be’ ex 
tremely confined in. its benefits; and he doubted 
whether, in the aggregate, any new State would be 
materially benefitted by it. It would greatly limit 
the quantity of land sold, but much increase the 
profits. of. speculators, by confining it very much 
to those who would not scruple at frauds and false 
oaths to evade and violate the Jaw. Like most 
unjust measures, based on wrong’ principles, it 
would inflict injury on some, without a correspond- 
ing advantage to. others. : Jt was ruin to the old 
States, and of doubtful benefit to most of the new. 
Even the large speculators, so. much denounced, 
conferred many benefits on the States in which 
they purchased, to compensate for any supposed 
inconvenience they occasion. They are men often 
of capital and enterprise, and project and execute 
the most important internal improvements in the. 
country. They carry out good industrious settlers, 
and sell them portions of the land at fair-prices, in 
order to improve the valué of the remainder, and 
not unproductive squatters, who may be hired ta 
sitdown-in the shade to secure a valuable pre- 
emption to be sold on speculation. 

Mr. K. said he had consumed so much more 
time on the general subject than he inténded when 
he arose, that he would be brief upon the clause 
which it was proposed to strike out. He said that 
he should vote to strike out this pre-emption clause, 
not that it varied much in principle from the rest 
of the bill, but just upon the principle that he 
would vote to strike out the whole bill. The whole 
bill was one for the establishment of a’ system of 
fraudulent speculation, and he would vote to nat- 
row it down by striking any and every clause from 
it, till it might entirely disappear. “°° i 

This motion had, he said, again given rise to a 
great deal of eloquence on the high virtues of squat- 
ters. A happy talent that, possessed by his friend 
from Mississippi, of being eloquent just as weil 
on one subject as another. A real, genuine squat- 
ter was really one of the driest subjects for elo- 
quence that ever presented itself to the mind of any 
orator. _ If he were going, he said, to work him- 
self up into a paroxysm of eloquence, a squatter 


.was about the last subject he should select to stir 


j es of the industrious peor, 


up this emotion. He would as soon go to the peni- 
tentiary to select subjects for canonization, as to` 
go among the squatters to inspire him with elo- 
quence. He should not know on, what point of a 
squatter’s character to become pathetic, and would, 
therefore, be constantly in danger of crying at the 
wrong place. The Senator from Mississippi, (Mr. 
Wa tker,) might produce impressions on some 
generous hearts, by his imaginary pictures of the 
humble virtues of these law-brealers; but, if so, 
it must be upon those who know nothing about 
them. There might be some exceptions; but take 
the border-squatters as a class, and they were cere. 
tainly the most worthless set of men who have any 
claim to the honor of being American. citizens. 
They were mostly an idle, profiigate set of men, 
who hover along the frontier settlements, with their 
heads full of all sorts of schemes for living without 
profitable labor, They are, said he, men who frequently find 
it- very convenient to be exempt from the operation of the 
laws, both civil and criminal. They, therefore, generally 
keep beyond the organized Inmits of the country. They pro- 
duca not the worth of a dollar to add to the exports of the 
country, and they consume nothing that pays a tax to the 
Government. They -perfurm no civil duties, and discharge 
none of the obligations of society. They penetrate beyond your 
borders, often in the neighborhood. of Indian tiibes, or among 
them, and by squatting upon the land of the Government; ant 

stealing their provisions from the Indians, they literally live by 
unlawful depredation. They are the very men who proveke' 
most of your Indian wars, which cost us millons of mopey, 
and many lives better than their own. Where is their merit, 
to give them this heavy claim to favor over the rest of the citi- 
zens of the country? Yet they come here, asking heavy re- 


-wards for crime, and Jarge premiums for 4. violation. of the 


laws. Yes: and gentlemen, with the evidences-of outrage in 
the very petitions they present, press their claims upon the 
sympathies of the Senate by faney pictures of the humble yir 

The Honest, laberlous.gultivater 
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of the soil appeals to you to protect him against the avarice 
and rapacity of the odious speculator. 

Why, sir, (said Mr. K.) such is the influence of language 
upon the thoughts of men, that to the mere force of nameés and 
epithets may perhaps be attributed three-fourths ofall the error 
and delusion by which the yiews and sentiments of men have 
ever been misled. Something like an excitement has been got 
up in the chamber, by applying epithets to men ‘entirely in- 
consistent with their character. Men who violate the laws, 
trespass upon the public property, and treat the authority of 
the Government with habitual contempt, are here christened 
the hard handed, honest-hearted cultivators of the soil, deserving 
the peculiar favor of the Government; whilst the orderly citi- 
zen, who keeps within your surveys, complies with all the for- 
malities of your laws, and buys what the Government has to 
sell at the price the Government fixes on it, is branded as an 
avaricious specniafor, a Jand glutton, an odious character, who 
deserves some signal’ mark of the displeasure, of the Govern- 
ment and the country; great merit is claimed for these hardy 
yeomanry, who penetrate the wilderness, and select and settle 
upon the choice spots, before the lands are brought into mar- 
ket. The dangers they encounter, and risks they ran in making 
these settlements, are supposed to entitle them to these choice 
selections, on which they make such cnormous profits, as soon 
as the pre-emption is secured. 
breaker might just as well insist that he had an honest claim te 
all the property in the house, to compensate him for the risk of 
breaking in. Did atiy body ever suppose a squatter ever 
“penetrated the wilderness” in advance of the surveys and set- 
tlements, from patriotic motives? Who told them to suffar these 
dreadful privations? We forbid.them by law; and yet, to make 
large speculations. with little. or no labor, they patrioti- 
eally violate the law, and then claim to be rewarded for it. 
These great cultivators, he said, pioneered for us without 
consent, selected all the choice spots, mill-seats, water powers, 
town sites, &c. and so-soon as they secure a pre empti, and 
sell-out forenormous profits, they patriotically “penetrate the 
wilderness,” endure dréadful hardships, and, for the good of 
their country; squat down somewhere else. The Senator from 
Ohio, from actual observation, had given us an idea of the 
farms of these cu'tivators, and which was known also, to a 
great extent, by documents from the land offices, and notori- 
ously true. They build a three-cornered pen, (a square pen 
being too onerous,) and sow it in grain, or they plant a few 
stalks of red pspper or tomatoes. This crop is recominended 
-by not requiring a close enclosure, and because it will grow 
inthe shade; for these public benefactors, who make such sa- 
crifices for the good of the country, are often to» lazy to helt a 
sapling. By these picked settlements they often make enor- 
mous profits for themselves or those capitalists who have hired 
them to-squat. It was, he said, emphatically, not a system of 
settlement and cultivation, but of squatting and speculation. 
These selections, made in this way before the country is 
brought into market, frequently sell for a profit of five to ten 
thousand dollars; (these prices he has known given in a few 
instances himself;) and in one noted instance a million and a 
halfis the estimated value. Why give to a few adventurers, 
whatever might be their character, such an immense advan- 
tage over the rest of their fellow-citizens? 

` _ By the way, (Mr. K. ‘said good humoredly,) he hoped. his 
friend from Connecticut (Mr. Niles,) would not be permitted to 
vote; his head had evidently been tumed- by the prospects of 
large profits from that squatting. speculation. Without some 
insensible influence, he could not see how it was possible for 
any member from an old State to vote for this bill. "The Sena- 
tor had very candidly confessed to tis that one of his friends, “a 
shrewd fellow,” had been following the new surveys, and, hav- 
ing selected about fifty valuable tracts to be secured by sqirat- 
ting, had marked the name of his friend upon a tree to secure 
one ofthem for him. And he (Mr. K:) would venture that, if 
this bill passed, his frfend would have his pen and his pepper 
upon it in less than six months. And, Mr. K. would venture 
further, that the whole fifty tracts, would be secured under the 
law; for one regular branch of these pre-emption speculations 
was. carried on by these “shrewd fellows,” who furnish the capi- 
tal and‘enlist regiments to secure these valuable selections by 
pre-emption claims. But it was said the object of this bill was 
safely guarded by oaths,” é&c.. Yes, by oaths; and of what-ac- 
count were oaths against these immense bounties to perjury and 
corruption? Had. we not sufficient trial of the efficacy of 
these oaths already? ‘Lhe object and language of the pre-emp- 
tion laws heretofore passed, he said, were as plain as need be; 
and yet we see how settlements have been made, and dre also, 
officially. informed that there are bushels of contradictory afi- 
davits in the Land Office, exhibiting a massof corruption dis- 
graceful to the country, embarrassing to the whole Department, 
aad requiring additional labor to settle the conflicting claims. 
It wil! be recollected, too, that we never hear of these corrupt 


evasions of the law except in cases of conflict among the scram: 


blers themselves, or between one of them and a rezular entry. 
‘The wholesystem ¢he said) was wrong in principle, demorali- 
zing ia practice, anda gross fraud upon the orderly citizens of 
the United Statés. Ifthe object was only to enable the poor 
cultivator to get a home at $1 25 per acre, and not to favor these 
“shrewd fellows’ and idlers, who wish to speculate on their set- 
tloments. without labor, where was the necessity for these unfair 
preferences? There were, he believed, about one hundred and 
twenty millions of acres now surveyed, and subject to private 
entry. These lands they can enter according to law. Are they 
not wood enough to settle? Why, the Senator from Mississippi 
has just told us that these lands are worth so much more than 
one doliar and twenty-five cents, that unless we pass this law 


they. will be sacrificed, and go into the hands of speculators in ` 


afew years. Yet these lands, though many of them are worth 

„ten times the Government price, as statad by the Senator from 
Mississippi, are not a sufficient bargain to satisfy the claims of 
these voluntary pioneers, whose patriotism and unceasing re- 
gard forthe interests of their country result in such happy 
speculations for themselves. 

Mr. K. said he was somewhat apprehensive that the Senator 
‘frony Mississippi would make a spirited reply to him in defence 
of the squatters; and as he was very anxious to prevent such a 
prodigal waste ofthe eloquence of his friend on so unworthy a 


aubject, he would just admit, for all the purposes of the question, ` 


that these squatters were as good as the rest of their fellow ci- 


tizens, Were they any: thing better? Iithey be poor and laber-, 


ing men, are they “any better than the other poor and laboring 
men throughout the Union who have equal claims to the nation- 


al domain? Is there any thing so peculiarly praiseworthy in a 2 y 4 : 3 
l| posal; and this bill was calculated to swell the. 


Violation of the laws and the perpetraiion of ynauthoriged wee 
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passes, as to claim the pecuhar favor and patronage of the G 
vernment? Se acy - 
These pre-emptions (Mr. K. said) were a source of endless 
confusion as well as corruption, and were.a perfect nuisance to, 
the Land Office. Te had-received a letter a few days agofrom e 
citizen of Missouri, which he had intended to r. ad, asa sort of 
instruction tohis friends from that State. Hehadmislaid it, and 
as it bore so strongly on the subject, he fearcd some friend of 
pre-emption had committed a theft upon him... However that 
might be, the writer stated, among other things, that it was-yery 
desivable.to put an end to this odious system; that it was unfair 


‘and unjust to other citizens, and created great embarrassment 


in the regular entries.. This latter statement, he said, was only 
what we already knew from official documents. The truth was, 
that persons making entries did not sometimes see or hear of the 
pen, and entered the lend, not knowing that there was any pre- 
emption claimon it. This’ produced a conflict, which was seut 
here for settlement, thus greatly embarrassing the duties and in- 
creasing the Jabors of the department. 

The whole system, in any way it could be regulated, w: 
wrong from beginning to end. It was a bounty to idleness ahd 
vice, a cheat upon the honest citizen, and a nuisance to the 
Government. He should vote to strike ont the clause, and he 
would vote to strike out any and every other clause, until the 
whole had disappeared. He was against the whole bill; and 
the whole object of the bill, because it parcels out a common 
fund among speculators and squatters; because it virtually in- 
vites a scramble for our great national domain, in which thase 
who have the least merit will make the best speculations. The 
sales on speculation will be reduced in quantity, but the profits 
will be enormously increased, and very much confined: to the 
least worthy, who will not scruple at fraud. perjury, and.eva- 


sion; because it is a gross injustice to the old States to deprive 4 


them ofan equal participationin this national domain, depreci- 
ate the property of their citizens, and drain them of their 
wealth and. population; because there is really no necessi- 
ty, or even apo'ogy, for the measure—a large surplus the pre- 
sent year being next to impossible; because in no view of the 
subject can the pretended emergency he more than temporary, 
and of very short duraiion; and iz is the worst of Policy to le- 
gislate upon great abiding national interests upon every trifling 
or temporary occasion. It unsettles property, creates specula- 
tion, renders judgment and experience of ‘no value, makes 
every thing depend on the chances of legislation, and keeps the 
propeity ofthe country continually changing hands. For these 
and the many other reasons that might be given against a bil] 
that had not one single recommendation to compensate for its 
enormous injustice and the many evils that would grow out of 
it, he should vote to strike out the fourth clause, and against the 


whole bill. 
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The bill to increase the. present military estab- 
lishment of the United States being on its passage, 

Mr. SOUTHARD asked for the yeas and nays; 
and they. were ordered. 

Mr. CALHOUN rose and said, that before the 
question should be taken, he felt himself called up- 
on to make a few remarks. The bill before the 
Senate proposed to increase the present military 
establishment of the country to upwards of 12,000 
men, and would incur an annual expense of a mil- 
lion and a half or two millions of dollars. The 
question was—‘Was such an increase necessary?” 
In his opinion there never was a time whén so lit- 


` tle necessity existed for an increase of the army. 


There was no war, hor danger of war—for, he pre- 
sumed there was not a Senator here who entertain- 


ed the slightest idea that there would be a war ~ 


between us and Mexico. And, in the next place, 
he held there never was a time when it was 
so much in the power of the Government 
to. keep at peace with the Indians. Our 
Indian frontier had, within the last two years, 
became greatly contracted. He contended that 
the whole frontier, from the Red river to St. 
Peters, might be completely defended by two regi- 
ments of dragoons and seven of infantry. But 
the Senate had ‘been told that there was a large 
Indian force cn that frontier. Well, that would 
only make it the more secure, provided that the 
Governmeni sent good, faithful and honest Indian 
agents among them,as they would‘secnre their 
confidence and prevent hostilities. Now, he held 
that to increase our military force, among the In- 
dians, was the. most certain means. of bringing 
about war with them. The Indians, he insisted, 
were never so little formidable;. and yet, under 
the idea of defending this frontier, we were going 
to add 5,509 additional troops to our army. Why, 
it was a maxim of our ancestors, that a standing 
army was dangerous to liberity—dangerous not 


‘only as to the means of force it put into the hands 


of a corrupt administration, but dangerous from 
the patronage. which was necessarily put at its.dis- 
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te,” 


‘patronage. already existing enormously. - The bill _ 
made it discretionary with the. Executive whether 
he should make the appointments. or not; conse- 
quently, there could be-no limitation on.those who 
might haye the making.of the appointments..." - 

He (Mr.’ C.) was amazed when he saw how 
men could. turn: entirely round, and could: call 
themselves. democrats, when they were against 
every. republican principle. He knew how use- 
less it-was for him to be-spending-his breath in the 
way of protestation. -He was a-friend to the 
army, and as its friend he was. cpposed to the pro~: 
posed augmentation of jt. He saw the tide-which 
was now sweéping every thing before it. ‘There 
would be a reflux—a scarcity of funds, at.no ‘very 
remote period, when we should have to retrace our 
steps. He had again and again raised his voice 
against these extravagant expenditures of the pub- 
lic money. Oursituation, however, was now such 
as to require that we should look ahead. 

He was opposed. to the bill, because he believed 
that every change that had been made in the army, 
had gone to destroy its morals. - He confessed. that 
he had not the least confidence that the proper ma- 
terial would be selected in the bestowment of the 
various prizes which this bill proposed to create. 
The Senate had had: some experience on the sub- 
ject. Gentlemen would all remember what:had, 
been the history of the regiment of dragoons in this 
respect. Who, he inquired, had been appointed; to 
command in that corps? ‘Why, in many“instances, 
West Point cadets, who had been discharged for 
improper conduct in the academy. ‘Yes, these 
were the sort of men the dragoons found themselves’ 
commanded by. The effect had been demoralizing; 
and he was apprehensive that the resuits of this bill 
would prove still more so. He was against every 
thing that hada tendency to increase the power of 


this Government. Experience had shown that the 
central tendency of it was overwhelming, and was 
dangerous ‘and disorganizing, and corrupting the- 
morals of the community. It was a fundamental 
maxim with him, that as we increased in territory, 
and numbers, so ought we to diminish and gene- 
ralise the action of the Government. ` - 

His opinion was, that. we had arrived at a time 
when. we must endeavor to get along with the small 
est possible portion of power. Now, he thought 
the true policy of this country was in having an 
efficient and well appointed navy—it. would give 
the country respectability abroad, and be less dan- 
gerous.on the ground of patronage. And what we 
wanted next was a sound judiciary, a well regulat- 
ed currency, and a good and efficient post office. As 
to the army, he would not extend it one inch more 
than was necessary to keep up the military know~ 
ledge of the country. Mr. C. then: went on to say 
that the real object in view for increasing the army 
was to get rid of the surplus revenue, instead of ré- 
turning itto the pockets of the people. : 

_ Gentlemen got up here and said that the - money 
would corrupt the people. They said there was 
danger to be apprehended from having a surplus. 
But they were not afraid of corrupting the office 
holders. He (Mr. C.) entertained the opinion that 
it was much more difficult to corrupt the people 
than those in office. Mr. C. concluded by saying 
that this was ascheme-to spend the surplus, and 
that there was not the slightest necessily for increas~ 
ing the army. : 

Mr. BENTON replied to the Senator from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Calhoun,) and congratulated him- 
self on the easy task which he had to perform.ib 
answering all his objections to this bill; for he had 
‘nothing to do but to bring the genileman who was 
Secretary at War under Mr. Monrce’s administra- 
tion, to answer the gentleman who was pow Sena- 
tor in Congress from the State of South Carolina. 
The quondam Secretary would answer the Senator 
most completely; and to enable the Senate to make 
the full application. of what ‘he should read, he 
would first remind them: of the circumstances under 
which the former Secretary at War had made the 
report, which was now to be produced as an answer 
to the Senator’s speech. 

It would be remembered, Mr. B. said, that at 
the close of the late war with Great Britain, the 
war establishment of the army was reduced to a 
| peace establishment, and that ihis peace. establish 
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ment was still further reduced in 1821, when the 


'Preasury, from a dream of inexhaustible surplus: 
revenue in which it had been indulging’ for a few 
years, was suddenly waked up to the- reality of 
. empty coffers, unavailable funds, and unreliable 
resources. The aggregate of the peace. establish- 
ment of 1815 was 12,656.. In the year 1818 it was 
proposed in Congress to reduce that number; and 
to enable members to act with full information on 
the subject the Secretary of War, then happening 
to be the present Senator from Soath Carolina 
now- objecting to this bill; was called upon to 
report whether, with safety to the public ser- 
vice, any reduction. could be made, either in 
the-rank and file of the army, or in the generat 
staff, or in the expense of the establishment 
‘itself. -The Secretary answered upon all three 


points; and it so happens that he has spoken to the 


same three points this day. He has objected to this 
bill because it increases the rank and file, because 
it inereases the general staff, and because it in- 
creases the expense of the army. Italso further so 
happens, that his report and his speech are not only 
on the same subject, but actually on the same mea- 
sure! for the peace establishment of 1815 was au- 
thorized by a law which retained a force of 12,656 
men; and this bill is to raise the present force of 
the army to about 12,500. The two establishments 
then are practically thesame; the object of the pre- 
sent billis to revive the establishment of 1815, with 
some diminution in the general staff, but, as esta- 
blishments, they may be considered as the same. The 
Senator from South Carolina (Mr. Calhoun) opposes 
the present increase, and opposesit in all its branches; 
rank ‘and file, general staff, and expense; and he 
opposes it upon all the grounds which can be as- 
sumed against a standing army in time of peace— 
unnecessary, unwise, dangerous; contrary to re- 
publican maxims, only tending to expend public 
money without public advantage, alarmingly in- 
creasing the patronage of the Government, multi- 
plying the sources of corruption, and endangering 
all that is dear in the eyes of the patriot, the sage, 
and the statesman, and preventing a distribution of 
the surplus. Very good, said Mr. B. Fine charges, 
these, against’ the : 12,500 men proposed to be re- 
established by this bill! let us see how they will be 
answered in a report in defence of the same esta- 
blishment, when in fact they were 12,656; and 
when the population of the country was only half 
what it now is, and its frontier much less; for Flo- 
rida, was not then, acquired. 
Mr. B. then read: 


In compliance with a resolution of the House of Repreeen- 
tatives, passed the 17th of April Jast (1818) directing the Secre- 
tary of War to “report, at an early period of the next session of 
Congress, whether any, and, if poy what reduction may be 
made in the military peace establishment of the United States 
with safety to the public gervice, &c. I have the honor to sub- 
mit the following report: 

Pursuing the subject in the order in which it has been sta- 
ted, the first question which offers itself for consideration is, 
whether our military establishment can be reduced with safety 
to the public service, or can iw expenditures’be with propriety 
reduced, by reducing the army itself. $ € y * 

The military establishments of 1802 and 1608 have been 
admitted, almost universally, to be sufficiently small. “The lat- 
ter, tt is true, received an enlargement from the uncertain 
state of our foreign relations at that time; but the former was 
established at a period of profound quiet, (the commencement 
of Mr. Jeflerson’s administration,) and was professedly reduc- 
ed, with a view to economy, to the smallest number then sup- 
posed to be consistent with the public safety. Assuming these 
asa standard,.and comparing the present establishment with 
them, and taking inte comparison the increase of the country, 
a satisfactory opinion may be formed on a subject which might 
otherwise admit of a great diversity of opinion. "  ° Our 
military peace establishment is limited, by the act of 1815, pasa- 
edat the termination of the late war, at 10,000 men. The corps 
of engineers and of ordnance, by that anda subsequent act, were 
retained as they then existed; and the President was directed to 
constitute the establishment of such portions of artillery, infan- 
try, and riflemen, as he might judge proper. The general or- 
ders of the 17th of May, 1815, fix the artillery at 3,200; the light 
artillery at 660; the infantry 5,440; and the rifle 660 privates 
and matrosses. Document A exhibits a statement of the mili- 
taty establishment, including the general staff, as at present or- 
ganized; and B exhibitsa similar view of those of 1802 and 
1808: by areference to which, it will appear that our. military 
establishments, at the respective periods, taken in the order of 
their dates, present an aggregate of 3,323; 9,996; and 12,656, it 
ig obvious that the establishment of 1808, compared with the 
then population and wealth of the country, the number and ex- 
tent of military post 
seats but the unsettled state of our relations with France and 
Eogiand at that period renders the comparison not entirely just. 

Passing, then, that of 1808, let us corhpare the establishment of 
1992 wich the present. To form a correct comparison it will be 
“necessary to compare. the capacity and necessities of the coun- 
ury. then with those of the present time. Since that period our 
epulation has nearly doubled, and our wealth more than 
fondled. We havg added Loulelana 4 our possessions, and 
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with it a great extent of frontier, both maritime and inland. 
With the extension of our frontier, and the increase of our com- 
mercial cities, our military posts ard fortifications have been 
greatly multiplied. * * `> Ifthen, the military establishment 
of 1802 be assumed to begs small as was then consistent with the 
safety of the country, our present establishment, when’ we- 
take" into the: comparison. the prodigious increase of wealth, 
population, extent of territory, number and distance of mili- 
tary posts, cannot be pronounced extravagant; but, on.the con- 
trary, after a fair and {v}] comparison, that ofthe former period 
must, in proportion to the necessities and capacity of the coun- 
try, be admitted tobe quite as Jarge asthe present; and, on the 
assumption that the establishment of 1802 was as small as the 
public safety would then admit, a reduction of the expense of 
our present establishment cannot be- made, with safely to the 
pùblic service, by reducing thearmy. In coming to this con- 
clusion, Ihave not overlooked the maxim that a large standing 
army is dangerous to the liberty of the country, and that our 
ultimate reliance fer defence ought tobe on the militia. = *  * 
To consider the present army as- dangerous to our liberty, 
pattakes, it is conceived, more of timidity than wisdom: g 


The staff, as organized hy the act of the last session, eom- 
bines simplicity with efficiency, and is considered.to be supe- 
rior to that of the periods te which Ihave reference. In esti- 
mating the expenses of the army, and particularly that of the 


“staff, the two most expensive branches of it (the engineer and 


ordnance departments) ought not fairly to be included. Their 
duties are connected with the permanent preparation and de- 
fence of the country, and have so little reference to the exist- 
ing military establishment, that if the army were reduced to a 
single regiment, no reduction could safely be niade in either of 
them. To ferm a correct estimate of the duties of the other 
branches of the staff, and consequently the number of officers 
required, we must take inte consideration not only the number 
of the troops, and, consequently, the number of officers requir- 
ed, but, what is equally essential, the number of posts and ex- 
tent of country which they occupy. - Were our military estab- 
lishment reduced one half, it is obvious that, ifthe same posts 
continued to be eccupied which now are, the same number of 
officers in the quartermaster’s, commisgery’s, paymaster’s, me- 
dical, and adjutant and inspector general’s departments would 
be required. 

To compare, then, as it is sometimes done, our staffwith those 
of European armies assembled in large bodies, is manifestly. un- 
fair. The act of the last session, it is believed, has made all the 
reduction which ought to be auempted. It has rendered the 
staff efficient, without making it expensive. Such a staff is not 
only indispensable to the efficiency of the army, but is alto ne» 
cessary to a proper economy of its disbursements ; and should 
an attempt be made at retrenchment, by reducing the present 
number, it would, in its consequences, probably prove waste- 
ful and extravagant. g 

“Yo fact, no part of our military organization requires more 
attention in peace than the general staff. It isin every service 
invariably the last in attaining perfection; and, if neglected in 
peace, when there is leisure, it will be impossible, in the midst 
of the hurry and bustle of war, to bring it to perfection. _ It is 
in peace that it should receive a perfect organization, and that 
the officers should be trained to method and punctuality; so 
that, at the commencement of a war, instead of creating ancw, 
nothing more should be necessary than to give to it the neces- 
sary enlargement. In this country particularly, the staff cannot 
be neglected with impunity. Difficult as itseperations are in 
actual service every where, it has here to encounter great and 
reculiar impediments, from the extent of the country, the 
adnees, and frequently the want of roads, and the sudden and 
unexpected calls which are often made on the militia. If it 
could be shown that the staff, in ite present extert, was not ne- 
cessary in peace, it would, with the view taken, be unwise to 
lop off any of its branches which would be necessary in actual 
service. With a defective staff, we must carry cn our military 
operations under great. disadvantages, and be exposed, particu: 
larly at the commencement of a war,to great losses, embarase- 
ments, and disasters, 5 g 7 id ze 3 * 

The next question which presents itself for consideration 
is, Can the expenses of our military establishment be reduced 
without injury to the public rervice, by reducing the pay and 
emoluments of the officers and soldiers? There is no class in 
the community whose compensation has advanced less since 
the termination of the war of the revolution, than that of the 
officers and soldiers of our army. While money has depre- 
ciated more rapidly than at any other period; and the price of 
all the necessaries of life has advanced proportionably, their 
compensation has remained nearly stationary. The effects 
are severely felt by the subaitern officers, It requires the 
most rigid economy for them to subsist on their pay and 
emoluments. Documents marked F and G, exhibit the pay 
and subsistence during the revolution, and as at present esta 
plished; and document marked H exhibits the allowance of 
clothing, fuel, forage, transporiation, quarters, waiters, sta- 
tionery, and straw, at the termination of the revolutionary war, 
and in 1802, 1815, and 1818. By a reference to those documents 
it will be seen that, under most of the heads, the variations of 
the different periods have been very small, and that, on a 
comparisen of the whele, the pay ofan officer is not near equal 
now (if allowance is made for the depreciation of money) to 


` what it was during the revolution. Į will abstain from further 


remarks, as it must be obvious, from these statemente, that 
the expense of our military establishment cannat be materially 
reduced without injury to the public service, by reducing the 
pay and emoluments of the officers and soldiers ” 


Having read these extracts from the report of the 
then Secretary at War, and now Senator from 
South Carolina, (Mr. Calhoun,) Mr. B. said that 
every word of it applied with double force in fa- 
vor of the bill which that Senator was now op- 
posing. Every reason which he gave against reduc- 


ang the military establishment in 1818, applies with 


double force in favor of raising it now to what it 
was.then, That report was then sanctioned by 
Congress. It prevented the reduction of the army! 
Not a man was reduced at that time, nor for three 
years afterwards, nor until. the exhausted state of 
the Treasury compelled reductions of expense at 
all practicable points, and included the army 


Feb; 1837. 


: , , ©. Senate. 


in the objects on which retrenchment fell. The 
report prevented the reduction in 1818; the 
emptiness of the ‘Treasury caused the reducticn 
in 1821; and now, when the Treasury is full 
again, and when the wants of the service are 
so urgent for an increased force, and when experi- 
ence has proved the mischiefs resulting from the 
reduction, surely the sound arguments in the report 
ought to have their full weight in re-establishing 
the military force at what it then was. Mr. B. 
said that he had not read this report for the purpose 
of showing inconsistency in the Senator from South 
Carolina; that would be a small business for him to 
engage in, and à business which he had never 
followed. He had read it for the sound arguments 
which it contained, and in answer to the unsound 
arguments, as-he conceived them to be, which the 
author of the report, in- his present capacity of 
Senator, had used against the bill now depending, 
to raise the strength of the army to what it then 
was. He had read it for the argument; and if 
a show of inconsistency resulted, it was an inci- 
dent, and not an object, of the reading. He re- 
peated, he had read it for the argument! and 
must be permitted to insist that what was a good 
argument against reducing the army below 12,656 
in 1818, was a far better argument in favor of rais- 
ing it to about 12,000 now. The reasons were far 


stronger in favor of that number now than then- 


In the first place, the extent of our frontier line is 
greatly increased since that time. Florida has 
been since acquired, and has given a great extent 
of frontier; for, being a peninsula in one part, and 
stretching along the Gulf and Atlantic coast on 
two sides, it is all frontier, and susceptible only of 
a thin population, andrequires more defence than 
any other of equal extent either in our own coun- 
try, or any country upon the globe. With Florida 
came the islands, Key West, the Dry Tortugas, 
and others, all requiring forts and garrisons. In 
the next place, the number of our fortifications, and 
military posts, has greatly increased since 1818, and 
requires an increased force to.man them. In the third 
place, the whole Indian population of the U. States 
are now accumulated on the weakest frontier of the 
Union—the western, and southwestern, and north- 
western frontier—-and they are not only accumu- 
lated there, but sent there smarting with the lash of 
recent. chastisement, burning with revenge for re- 
cent defeats, completely armed by the United States, 
and ‘placed in communication. with the wild Indians 
of the west, the numerous and fierce tribes towards 
Mexico, the Rocky Mountains, and the. northwest, 
who have never felt our arms, and who will be 


ready to join in any inroad upon our frontiers. In 


the fourth place, experience has shown that 
the present army is too small—that the then 
Secretary at War was right in 1818—in saying 
that it could mot be reduced with safety to the 
country. The Secretary of 1818 was right in this 
opinion. The country has suffered vastly from it; 
it has suffered in lives, property and money. The 
Black Hawk war, whieh cost three millions of mo- 
ney, many lives, and the. breaking up of the Illinois 
frontier, took place because the force on the Upper 
Mississippi was too smali to command the respect 
of the Indians. The Florida war, which has cost 
Seven millions of money, occasioned the loss of so 
many lives, and the devastation of four counties, 
would never have taken place if an adequate force 
had been in that quarter. The massacre of fami- 
lies, and the devastation of farms and plantations 
which took place in Georgia and Alabama last sum- 
mer, were the frnit of our small military establish- 
ment. Mr.B.didnotundertake to say that the Indians, 
in all these instances, did not believe that they had 
some grievances to complain of, and for which they 
were entitled to redress; but what he did mean to 
say was this; that if we had possesred a military 
force to have been respected by them, they would 
have left the redress of these grievances to the Go- 
vernment of the United States, as they ought to 
have done, instead of taking vengeance into their 
own hands, and executing it, not upon. those: ef 
whom they complained, but against innocent per- 
sons,—against the women and children even, who 
could do them no. wrong. In the fifth place, Mr. 
B. said- the country was twice -as populous, and 
twice as wealthy, now as in was in 1818, and 
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therefore required a larger military establishment 
now thanthen. For these reasons, Mr. B. insisted 
that the report from which he had read was far 
stronger in favor of raising the military éstablish- 
ment to about 12,000 now, than it was against. re- 
ducing it below that number at the time it was 
made. Add to this the pertinent remark so often 
made by the then Secretary of War in the report 
of 1818, that 12,400 men was less—the increase 


of territory, wealth, and population considered—- 


than the peace establishment of Mr. Jefferson was 
in 1802. An establishment now, in proportion to 
that, would exceed 20,000 men. 

Mr. B. having shown how cogently the report of 
1818 applied in favor of raising the strength of the 
army to the number proposed in the bill, would 
also show that it was equally cogent in favor of 
raising the general. staff. He remarked that the 
reduction of 1821 fell upon two branches of the 
establishment,——upon the rank and file, and on the 
general staff. Begging the Senate to recollect, and 
well to consider, all that was said, in the report of 
1818 in favor of keeping up a numerous and effi- 
cient staff, and the-opinion so fully and elaborately 
given that the staff of that period was aS small in 
number as the public service: would permit, Mr. 
B. would first state;in general, and then show in 
detail, that the general staff as proposed to be in- 
creased in this bill, was still considerably below 
that of 1818! and, consequently, that the objections 
to reduction, made at that time, applied with infi- 
nitely more force in favor of augmentation now. 
The general staff was reduced almost to nothing in 
1821; it was almost abolished; and the consequence 
has been an immense injury to the public service. 
It is now proposed to raise it, but not to raise itso 
high as it was before the reduction; and to this aug- 
mentation the Senator from South Carolina (Mr. 
Calhoun) vehemently objects. Without reading 
over again that part of his report of 1818, which 
applied to this branch of the redaction, Mr. B. 
would show that the augmentation now proposed 
was far below that which he then so elaborately 
eulogized, so completely demonstrated to be neces- 
sary, and so triumphantly rescued from reduction 
or diminution. 

Mr. B. then proceeded to show, in detail, that the 
general staff was greater in 1818 than it was pro- 
posed to be made by the pending bill. Beginning 
with the Adjutant General’s and Inspector General’s 
Departments, he said that they consisted of thirteen 
officers in 1818, of three now, and that this bill pro- 
posed to addeight, making eleven. The Quarter- 
master General’s Department consisted of nineteen 
officers in 1818, of five now, and the bill proposed 
to add twelve, making in the whole seventeen. 
‘The engineers proper, and the topographical engi- 
neers, Mr. B. said, were nominally increased, but 
in reality not; for the act of 1824, which allowed 
the President to employ an unlimited number of 
civil engineers, and under which a great number 
were constantly employed, was to be repealed by a 
section of this bill; so that the discontinuance of 
those now employed, under that act, would be 
equal, or superior, to the contemplated additions. 
In the Ordnance Department, Mr. B. said there were 
forty-four officers in 1818, but fourteen now, and 
only. twenty-t770 were proposed to be added, making 
in the whole thirty-six, and being eight less than in 
1818. Mr. B. had gone over this comparative 
state of numbers, both in the line, and in the gene- 
ral staff, for the purpose of showing to the Senator 
from South Carolina (Mr. Calhoun) that the aggre- 
gate of the army would, be no greater under this 
pill than it was in 1818, when he so nobly and 
efficiently defended it, and that the general staff 
would still be less than it was at that time, and 
when he so well argued, as subsequent events had 
proved, that it could not be reduced without inflict- 
ing injury upon the. public service. This, he 
thought, ought to be a sufficient answer to that 
Senator’s present objections. If they were not, 
and if the Secretary at War, under Mr. Monroe’s 
administration, was not able to contend successfully 
with the present Senator from South Carolina, he 
would introduce into this debate another gentleman, 
and claim the wright of his opinions in aid of the 
quondam Secretary; it was a gentleman who was 
a representative ih Congress from the State of 
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Sòuth Carolina during the jate war, and for a year 
or two after it; and who, at the close of the war, 
was in favor of the military peace establishment of 
twenty thousand men recommended by Mr. Mon- 
roe, and of the fiften thousand voted by the Senate, 
and who then repelled, rebuked, and scouted in 
terms of indignation, such doctrines as the Senator 
from South Carolina has this day held. This is 
an extract from one of the speeches on this subject 
which that gentleman then made: 


‘As a proof, sid Mr. CALHOUN, that the situation of the 
country naturally inclines us to too much feebleness rather than 
to too much violence, I refer tothe fact, hat there are on this 
floor, men who ave entirely opposed to armies, to navies, to 
every means of defence. Sir, 1! their polities prevail, the coun- 
try will be disarmed, at the mercy of any foreign power. On 
the other side, gir, there is no excess of military fervor, no par- 
ty inclining to military despotism, for, though a charge of such 
a diaposition has been made by a gentlemen in debate, it is with- 
out the shadow of foundation. What ie the fact in regard to 
the army? Does it bear out his assertion? Is it even propor- 
tionally larger now than it wasin 1801-2, the period which the 
gentleman considers tho standard of political perfection? It 
was then abort 4030 men; it was larger in proportion than an 
army of 10.000 wonid now be. The charge of a disposition to 
make thie a military Government, exists only in the imagina- 


trons of gentlemen; it cannot be supported hy facts; it is con- - 


trary to proofand to evidence.” 
To complete this branch of his argument,—this 


“argumentum ad hominem,—as the logicians called it 


—-the argument to the man, and in which he, (Mr. 
B.) never indulged unless extorted from him, he 
would cite another passage from the speech of the 
representative from South Carolina in the House of 
Representatives in 1816, in which that representa- 
tive went for national. defence generally, and for 
fortifications especially, and carried his patriotic 
zeal so far as to pronounce any future administra- 
tion, which should negicct these defences, entitled to 
the “execration of the country!! Tear him! 


P “There was another point of preparaiien, which (Mr. Caz- 
HOUN raid) ought not to be overlooked: tuc defence of our 
coast by means other than the navy, on which we ought to rel 
mainly, but not entirely. ‘The coast is our weak part, which 
onght to be rendered strong, if it be in our power to make it so. 
There are two points on our coast particularly weak—tha 
mouth of the Mississippi and the Chesapeake bay, which 
ought to be cautiously attended to; not, however, neglecting 
others. The administration which leaves these two points in 
another war without fortification, ought to receive the execra- 
tion ofthe country. Look at the facility afforded by the Chesa- 
peake bay to maritime powers in attacking us. If we esti- 
imate with it the margin of rivers navigable for veasc]s of war, 
it adds fourteen hundred miles at least to the line of our sea- 
coast, and that of the worst character; for when an enemy is 
there, it is without the fear of being driven from it; he has, 
besides, the power of assaulting two shores at the samo.time, 
and must be expected on bath. Under such circumstances. no 
degree of expense would be too great for its defence. The 
whole margin of the bay is, besides, an extremely sickly one, 
and fatal to the militia of the upper conatry. - How it is to be 
defended, military and naval men will best judge; but I believe 
that steam-frigates ought, at least, to constitute a part of the 
means; the expense of which, however great, the people ought, 
and would, cheerfully bear.” 

Mr. B. cdémmended this paragraph from the 
speech of the South Carolina representative in 1816, 
in favor of fortifications, even at the expense of 
taxes, to the favorable attention of the Senator 
from South Carolina, who now oppéses a bill for 
fortifications, even in the Chesapeake Bay, while 
the Treasury is stuffed, crammed, gorged, and dis- 
tended with money, for which we can find no con- 
stitutional object of expenditure. It was a pity the 


‘present Senator from South Carolina was not on 


more intimate terms at present with the quondam 
Secretary at War, and representative. It would 
certainly put him on better terms with the adminis- 
tration of President Jackson, which was now 
doing, in despite of the opposition of the present 
Senator, the things which the former Secretary and 
representative most nobly advocated, and for the 
possible omission of which the EXECRATIONS 
of the country were imprecated in advance! 

“Mr. L. having finished the argumentum ad ho- 
minem, would next have recourse to the argumentum 
ad judicium—the argument to the judgment;—and 
hoped to convince the Senate that all the provisions 
in the bill were necessary and proper in themselves, 
and deserved to be passed into law. He said, it 
had been already observed that the great reduction 
of the military establishment in 1821, fell upon two 
branches of the amy, namely, the rank and file, 
and the general stafi. No diminution in the num- 
ber of the regiments, or in, the number of the of- 
ficers of the line, had been made; but, by stripping 
the regiments of men, and nearly abolishing the 
general staff, a skeleton establishment had been 
produced, extorted by the exhausted state of our 


Senate. 


finances in 1821, and ready to be filled up when the 
finances were restored, and the public service -res 
quired. Both these contingencies have now hap- 
pened. ‘The finances are restored, and.the public 
service impericusly requires the skeleton régiments 
to be filled up, and the abolished staf to bere-creatèd3 
The present strength of the army was wholly inade- 
quate to the guarding and manning of the posts and 
forts stretched along a circumference of nine thou- 


sand miles of frontier; much less to repel incur- 


sions, or.to suppress the hostiliti¢s of the Indians. 
At every alarm, heavy drafts, at great expense, 
were made upon the militia and volunteers of the 
States; at every breaking out of hostilities, large 
bodies of these troops were. called. into the field. 
During the past year not less than twenty-six 
thousand militia and volunteers, mostly mounted 
raen; had been mustered. jnto service. A regi- 
ment of Arkansas volunteers are now do- 
ing garrisons duty on the frontiers of that ° 
State. If this bill is not passed, annual, and per- 
petual calls must be made on the militia and volun- 
teers, to supply the defect of the regular troops.’ 
The expense of a full establishment, and far more 
than that expense, would be incurred. A proper, 
sense of economy alone would require the regiments 
to be filled up. Mr. B. said, it was in vain, and 
looked a fittle like the use of the argumentum ad ig- 
norantiam—an argument founded on the. supposed. . 
ignorance of the hearers—for the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. Cathoun,) who had once. pre- 
sided over the military department, to undertake to 
frighten the Senate with an array of 12,000 men. 
Every person slightly acquainted with the nature’ 
of an army, will know that 12,000 men ‘on 
paper is not more than & or. 9,000 in the field; 
that from the rapid succession of casualties— 
deaths, dlesertions, sickness, accidents, expirations of 
enlistments—the actuzi force is. always one-third, 
or one-fourth less than the authorized force; and that, 
to obtain the services of a given number, a considera- 
bly larger number mustalways be authorized. Thus 
itisatpresent. Theaggregate force now allowed by 
law is near 8,000; yet the numerical force, on pa- 
per; at the last return, was only 6,233; and the-ac- 
tual available force for service, was no more than 
4,288. Thus, it is clear that an authorized estab- 
lishment of 12,000 will not give more than an actual 
force of 8.or 9,000; and less than that number can= 


‘not. possibly man and garrison our extended fron- 


tier—a frontier of 9,000 miles in circuit, without - 
counting the doublings and indentations of the 
coasts. Of this vast circuit, the inland frontier, 
from the Gulf of Mexico to Lake. Superior, 
along the boundary of Louisiana, Arkansas, 
Missouri, the Des Moines settlements, Wisconsin 
Territory, and the State of Michigan, would require 
an actual, available force of 6000 men; while: the 
lake, maritime, and gulf coast, would require 3 or 
4000 more; making 9 or 10,000 men for service, 
which an authorized establishment of no more than 
12,000 can hardly ever give.—Mr. B. repeated, we 
have regiments enough. Seven of infantry, four of 
artillery, two of dragoons, making thirteen in the 
whole, are enough. But these regiments, especially 
the artillery and infantry, are skeletons; and we 
want them filled up. Their companies are allowed 
but 42 men each, which gives. for service in the 
field, the ridiculous exhibition of 25 or 30 men for 
a captain to command! This bill proposes to raise 
the infantry and artillery companies to 100 men 
each, which would give for service the respectable 
strength of 70 or 80 men. Mr. B. dilated on the 
evils of the present small size of the companies. It 
was injurious to the discipline of the troops in time 
of peace, and fatal to themselves, and disastrous 
to the country, in time of war. To go no ferther 
for examples, the present Florida war presented 
numerous instances in which the war would pro- 
bably have been terminated if the officers in com- 
mand had had troops equal to their rank. Thus, 
Major Dade, instead of a majors command of 
four or five hundred men, with whom the devoted 
courage and discipline which he and his brave band 
displayed, would have defeated a thousand Indians, 
had but a captain's command of one hundred; 
Gen. Clinch, instead of a brigade, had half a bat-- 


-talion; Major Pierce, instead of a major’s com~ 


mand, had a captsin’s; and so of other instances, 
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Hence the disaster of. Major Dade’s devoted corps; - 


hence the want of decisive results from General ` 


Clinch’s brave combat on’ the ‘Withlacoochie— 


. from Major Pierce’s gallant attack at Vort Drane— . 


and from numerous other: instances in which a- 


- handful of ‘men’ fought bravely, performed. heroic 
actions, and did: all that. courage and discipline 
could do, but were too few in. numbers to reap the 
advantages of victory, even when victorious. The 
result of the wholë'has been, the death of many 
good soldiers, without adequate advantage to their 
country—the encouragement of the enemy—the 
protraction of the. war—the call for numerous vo- 
lunteers and militia—the incurring of an enormous 
expense—and the exposure of numerous families 


to massacre, with the devastation of counties, and” 


settlements entitled to the protection. of this Go- 
wernment. g , . Be! 

Mr. Be svould conclude what he kad to say on 
the subject of raising. the rank, and file of the in- 
fantty and artillery, with referring to the report of 
“the Secretary of War ad interim, Mr. Butter, in 
which this measure is ‘conclusively shown to be ab- 
solutely necessary. 


10. Proposed, increase in rank and file of artillery and 
infaniry.—In compliance with the suggestion of General Ma- 
comb, and with my own convictions of duty, I beg leave to m- 
vite’ your attention ta a proposal for the increase.of the rank 
and file of the artillery and infantry. : RAT 

The insufficiency, in several respecta, of our presênt military 
establishment, has already been noticed. Kis greatest in the 
general staff and the rank and file; those arms of the service 
being much less numerous, in praportion, than the officers re- 
tained in the line of the army, - 'Fhe object of Congress in this 
arraigement evidently was, on the one hand, to reduce the rank 
and Aie and the general staff to the lowest allowab'é paint; and 
oni the other, to retain in the line officers enough to preserve, an 
amount of military knowledge and experienze competent to 
the direction ofa large effective force, whenever such a force 
might be required Sy special emergencies, or by the permanent 
interests of the country, "This policy wis recommended at the 
time of. itsadoption (1821) by the existence of other and more 
pressing claimg on the’ Treasury, and by the comparatively 
few calis then made for active military operations, ln both 
these respects our condition is now widely different. The ex- 
tinction of the public debt, whilst it gives us the ability to at- 
tend to other subjects of national importance, lays as under 
naw obligations to dò so, We havea much larger number of 
tovtifications and other posts to be garrisoned sand our Indian 
relations lave now reacheda point which demands an effective 
military provision, x ; ; 

There are thirty-two forts on the Atlantic sea-board and the 
Zult. of Mexico, each of Which onght to be garrisoned by a 
forco adequate atleast to the preservation of the public proper- 
ty, andto the retaining of some knowledge of artillery prac- 
hice. This will require, as 1 understand, an average of about 
niaetysix mento each post, ar about three thousand in the 
whole, © The rank.and file of the present regular army, suppos- 
ing the new regiment of dragoons to be filled, amounts in the 

* total to seven thousand and cixteen; from which number a large 
deduction must always be made for sickness, arrests, occasion: 
al abgenco, arid time Jost-in recruiting and marching. The ef- 
fective (Ores; exclusive of officers, which may be relied on un- 
derthe present arrangement, can, therefore, scarcely ‘ever ex- 

> ceedaix thousand men; a force utterly inadequate to the neces- 
Wies of the public service, inasmuch as it affords, after the 
scanty provision far the sea-board above suggested, only about 
three thousand for the interior, 

In that part of this report which relates to Indian affairs, I 
shal havo occasion to specify some of the weisxhty reasons 
which make it necessary that we should establish’ additional 
posts.on our western borders and in the Iedian country, and 
that each should be permanently garrisoned by a respeciable 
forec. We have now in that. region sixteen posts, including 
three temporary stations, the whole of which are now occupied 
by about three thousand men, including a regiment of Arkansas 
voluditeers recently calledioto theservice. All, probably, will 
agree that the present force at several of the existing posts isin- 
adequate, and a deliberate survey of the immensė field of ope- 
rations, aad the various interests involved, will, I think, lead 

» to the conétusion that this branch of the service cannot safely 

sieft forthe next five or ten years, with a force at any time 
less. than from. five to seven thousand men, ; 

The.sea-board. may be provided for iu the manner above sug 
gested, and adequate proteciioa may-be given ‘to the interior 
aud to the Indian ‘country, by augmenting the number of men 

hi each company of artillery agd: jnfimiry. to one hundred. 

‘Chis would. increase the legal force, independently of commis- 

doned oficers and non-commissioned officers of artillery and 
try, to twelve thousand and thirty, from-which we might 
at all times expect to Commandan available force. of. not move 
tian about ten thousand-effsetive men.” “Two plans fora simi- 
lay increase in the renk and file of the arniy. were submitted to 
Congress in the report of the Secretary: of War’ ‘of the 8h: of 
March, 1836, andhe accompauying-communication of Gens- 
ral Macomb of the 7th of that month, both of which communi 
vations were laid before the Senate of sie United: States intom- 
pianée with a resolution of that body. T refer to-these docu- 
ments for the details of those plans, and for an estimate.of the. 


| Quartermaster’ 


officers, the whole will be required tô meet expenses already 
incurred. A Í 

If it Be one.of the first abjects of legislation to guard against 
the evils of war, then musiit be admitted that the preven‘ion 


_ of Indian hostilities, so faras human foresight is competent to 


that end, should be the great eare of the Congress of the United 
States. For, whilstour exposure to such hostilities is immi- 
nent, the evils which attendthem ave so peculiar and unmiti- 
gated asio bring on those public agents who may neglect to. 
guard against them the most fearful responsibility. “fhe pre- 


-sencé of an, adequate military force at or near each of the 


points where the Indians are numerous, is the most effectual, if 


“not the dnly effectual means of security and defence. In my 


judgment, such a force cannot be furnished by our present es- 
tablishment; and, as neiiker militia nor volunteers can be eme 
ployed for permanent. garrisons, the object'can only be effected 
by the increase of the regular army. trust it will be provided 
for without delay. 
Mr. B. further referred to the report of the Se- 
cretary at War ad interim, to show the deficiencies of 
‘the general stalf, the injury to the public Service 


- from that deficiency, and the necessity of increas- 


ing it. He referred to the following passages from 
his report: mo : 

4. General Sinfi—The reports of the chiefs of the different 
-saf deparments exhibit a- perspicuous view of their operas 
tions Guring the past year. 

1 beg leave to call your attention to the communication of the 
Adjutant General, setting forth the difficulties which have been, 
and are yet, experienced in various branches of the pubiic ser- 
vice for the want of additional staff officers. 

The fiscal operations of the Quartermaster’s and Subsistence 
departments have been uausually heavy, in consequence of the 
hostilities in which the army has been employed. Itis due to 
these two important armsof thé service that! should state that, 
irom the time when adequate means were placed at their dis- 
posal by. Congress, nothigg has’ been omitted, on their part, to 
provide the necessary sipplies for the trospsin the field. 

, The report of the acting Quartermaster General states the 


+- progress mads, or rather the inability to make progress, in the 


construction of the roads avd other works with which the ge- 
partment is charged. It also exposes, ina lucid anu convincing 
manner, the ul‘er insufficiency of this branch of the service, 
as now organized by daw, to the execiitiou of the duties com- 
mitted to it. 

The compiaints made iù the accorapanying papers as to the 
want of sufiictent strength iu the staff deparimenis, appear to 
me to be well foundad, 

The present system: posms ia have been fiamed upen the 
principle of concentrating the business of those departments at 
the seat of Government, and of employing thersin a very small 
number of officers commissioned in. the staff, the deficiencies 
being supplied by selections from the lines. This arrangement 
ivvery well adapted to a time of profound peace, when officers 
can be spared from the line without injury to the service; when 
the positions of the troops are chiefly permanent; and when 
the changes which occur are made with so much deliberation 
as to afford ample time for preparing adequate means of trans- 
portation and supply. But when large bodies of troops, whose 
numbers and movements may he varied by unforeseen contin- 
gencies, are to be supplied in the field, and at a great distance 
from the seat of Gavernment, the system is worse than insuffi- 
cient—it is the parent. of expense, confusion, and delay. Dur- 
ing the time necessarily evcupie in the transmission of de- 
spatches to, andof instructions from, the War Department, the 
state of things may be so entirely changed as to render the ini- 
structions inapplicable; and, even if it remain unaltered, the 
luss of time in military operations is.alwaysa great evil, and 
sometimes a fatal one. To prevent inconveniences of this sort, 
it is evidently necessary that staff officers of experience and 
rank should be associated with the commander, and, to supply 
such associates, the staff departments must be enlarged. On 
the other hand, to make the line of the army truly effective, of- 
ficers should not be taken for staff’ service or other detached du- 
ties, in large numbers, nor for long periods, from their compa- 
nies. And when, to relieve the weakness of the staff on a 
pressing contingency, officers are selected from the line, the 
difficuity, instead of being remedied, iz only exchanged for a 
new, and possibly a greater one. The'embarrassments occa- 
sioned by these causes, during the operations of the year, have 
been of con t recurrence, and of the most serious character. 

Of the works authorized by acts passed at the last session of 
Cor.gress, and-belonging to the ordnance department, all have 
been greatly delayed, and some entirely suspended, by the want 
ofthe necessary officers to conduct them, ‘The interests of the 


“service, as well aa-the just claims of contractors, whose pay 


ments are frequently delayed from inability to make the proper 


„inspections, call loudly for an increase of this eorps.” 


_Mr: B: also referred to the reports of the different 
officers at the. head of different’ branches of the 
staff, and of the engineers, topographical engineers, 
and ordnance, to show. the necessity of the aug- 
mentations which the bill proposed. 

From Adjutant General Jones’s report he read: 

It carmot ve doubted that the public service has suffered, 
and continues to suffer, for want of an adequate staff for service 
in the field, and habitual duty with the troops. This has been 
demonstrated in our recent military operations; and the la- 
mentable deficiency, both in number and of the proper descrip- 
tion of staff officers at every point where troops, whether re- 
gular or militia, have been concentrated, or been put in motien, 
1s.too palpable, and ought not to be doubted by any whose duty 


“itmay be to know the wants and understand the true condition 
| of the army. 
“Scott; Jesup, Clinch, Eustis, &c. 0 
“show the destitute state of the service as to the inadequacy of 
 tie'adjutant general’s, inspector’s, 
“Ments.ofthe staff in the field. 7 


The military operations under Generals Gaines, 
and various official reports, 


and quartermaster’s depart- 
è E s ha è A 
From the Yeport of Major Cross, he read as 
follows: #20 eo are í 
Charged" 


ut temporarily: wiih the € 


amn b ith t ction ofthe 
x department, I fee} restrained from making 
many suggestions. in relation to it, which 


more propriety from jis chief, now absent oy a high and ime 


would come with- 


j departiment, whose executive officers e 


“some meas! 


porfant command; but there ara some that I cannet omit, con- 
sistently with a faithfal discharge of the trust confided to me. 
Tne necessity for an improved organization of the department 
is one of them. This has been represented heretofore to your 
predecessor, and was, by him, brought before Congress at the 
last session. Fis now my duty to repeut the suggestion, and to 
urge it with earnestness. i x < . 

There is, perhaps, no country, considering the relative force, 
where the dates of the Quartermasters deparument are so ar- 
uous as they are in our own; ially in conducting our În- 
dian wars. It necessarily results irom’ difference of circum- 
siances. In highly. improved aml thickly getded countries, 
where the facilities of transportation are great, and the means 
of suppiy abundant, there cannot be much diffeulty in moving 
and supporting armies; and even incur own country, on the 
Atlantic border, and on the great lines of cormnmunication in the 
West, where those advantages exist, tbe difficulty is compara- 

rely small, But these. t enes of our Indian wars. 
į ; in the swamps and jasmesses of 
rom t pply; and 

ur armes under 
master’s depart. 


ment. : s . 
Experience had shown that the prese 

as 10 number and grades, was barely gui 

mands of th ie y was mea- 


surably i 5 
harge or the heavy ai 
a the department und 


te new. to a proper 
riant dues which develve up- 
ni Gireumstances, when not 
of volumetrs and 
1 the present year 
ficli, mustering 
g under circum- 
ation and 
ed Indian 
hry, too of 
aion ofthe 
f but fonr majors, 
six captains, and fourteen lieutenants, @ from the line, is 
equal tosuch ai emergency, itis undoubtedly anerror. 

Prior to the year 1818, 4he-+e were division quartermaster ge- 
nerais, with the rank of colonel, who were executive officers, 
andattended the army in the field when occasions required. In 
my humble judgment there has not been a period since the war 
of 1812, when the necessity for such officers was half so 
urgent as itis at the present time. There is now no executive 
oficer Whose rank is sufticientto give him precedence in his 
own clepartment in a campaign; and the case has twice occurred 
revently, where the quartermaster general ofa Territory, by vir- 
tue of his sunerior rank as colonel, became entitled. to the chief 
direction of the operations of that deparment of the staf by 
whose agency the army was to be moved and supported,—a du- 
ty second only in importance to the chief commend. I submit 
whether itis right that the advantages of twenty. years’ experi- 
ence in the details of the department should thus be measur- 
ably lost to the service for want of adequate rank to render it 
available. f 


From the report of General Granior, of the 
Engineers, he read as follows: 7 

Office of the Chief Engineer.—The business of the of- 
fice has been steadily increasing for many years, and is con- 
stantly augmented by the reference of new objecis provided for 
at each succeeding session of Congress. An idea of this m- 
crease may be gatheves -from the fact that, in’ 1833, the whole 
amount of funds referred for application was’ $5:0,150, and 
which has regularly augmented up-to the present ume to 


militia, are called in 
there have beea four 


staneesinvolving great difieulties in 
supplies; and, considering cu ensive and comig 
relations, a similar state af will, in all prob 
tenrecur, Irit be supposed that the pre: 


$3,613 271 76. The duties of the. clerks have consequently sa 


increased that a proper record of transactions cannot be Kept 
up, and the salary allowed, while mach below that in other de- 
partments whose business, whether in magnitude or responsi: 
bility, is believed to be-no greater, is not sufficient to remune- 
rate them for their services, or to command suchas ‘either the 
interest or despatch of the public business requires. + 

It will be seen by the foregoing report of operations, that 
m many Instances, no provision could be made for applying 
certain appropriations to the objects intended, while, in others, 
the arrangemonis, though the best within the control of the. 
denartment, werenot such as could have heen wished. : 

The desire to fulfil the wishes of Congress led me.to.impose 
upon the officers of the department. more ‘duty than they can 
properly execite, and more, I am aware, than the. interests of 
thé separate werks would authorize However frequently and 
earnestly I have represented the impolicy of this course,  can- 
not refrain from bringing before yeu the propriety of adopting 

res, either to reduce the dutiés now devolved upon 
the department, or to enlarge? lis powers of action. commensu- 
rate with the wants of thé service. The reasons for such 
drawn and substantiated by the annual history of op 
have-been so often given that they need not now bere 
and I will only add that, under the present o i 
the corps of engineers, the wishes of Congr 
depend- upon this branch of the service, 
with, the public interest canno! 
fence ofthe country keep pace with the number of appropria- 
tions. Under these circum es, T must ag: 
that the number of clerks in the office be jncreased to severn, 
with salaries equal to those in the civil de; nd that 
the corps of engineers be doubled-in its num A ` 

Among the numerous and important objects 
committed to ihe Engineer Department at the last 
session of Congress, and which could not be at- 
tended to for want of officers, Mr. B. pàrticularized 
the appropriation of $75,000 for increasing th 
depth of water in the mouth of the Mississippi, an 
object in which a great city, a number of States, 
and an immense é rned, and 
officers to 


ar as they 
annot be complied 
ittended to, ner the ae- 


`- make a topographical survey. 


From the Report of Lieut.. Col. Agurr, of, the 
Topographical: Engineers, he read as follows: 

In conclusion, allow me to call your 
organizatiowand increase of the corps of top 
BERIS oi pq AE oh 2 vd Aieri 
The subject has beén so frequently broughi-to the notte of 


ton to the 
cal engi 


attent 


F tho Department and of Congress, and explanations of tis. advan. _ 
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tage and necessity aye stated in so much detailin communica- 
tions from.this bureau, as well.asin a report from the Mikary 
Commitee or thie House of Represeutstives, thai. they leave- 
nothing farther to he said, or only in additian to refer to the facis 
detailed in this report, which prove the utter inability ofthe bu- 
aV tO execute the duties assigned to it under the various laws 
of Congress without further aid. k may also be well to add, 
that the aidher eived from the army is now no longer 


The extreme incouvenience to which the army has been ex- 
posed from the system of military details for duties ovt of the 
line, not only during the Indian disturbances on. cur frontier, 
hat for years before—a system, the ‘parent of extravagance, 
confusion, and discontent, and which, eve» iùjits paria? action, 
has (as events have proved)to be abandoned on every slighi emer: 
geney—has induced the President to check it by a positive limi- 
tation of the number which can. in any event be detailed for 
detached duty. : 
_ Under the foregoing circumstances it will be seen that there 
is no remedy Dut in a better organization of the corps. 

In relation to thato. ization, [will merely submit a copy 
of the bili with which met the approbation of Congress in its last 
session, having passet the Senate twice, and having been three 
times reported to the Louse, and passed through a-second read- 
ing there, once asa bill its own Miltary Committee, and 
twice in bills from the Senate.” 


From the report of Col. Bomford, of the Ord- 
nance Department, he read as-follows: ` 


Diligent and. strenuous efforts have been made toaccomplish 
the various objects set forth in the Jaws of appropriation, passed 
during the last session of Congress, for the service of this de- 
partment. But for: want of officers to aid in conducting its 
operations, the works at Liberty, Missouri; Memphis, Tennes- 
see; Lite Rock, Arkansas; Baton Rouge, Louisiana; Fayette- 
ville, North Carolir eston, South Cayoliva; the Maga- 

i 1 city; and the erection of the 
coast, have nil been unavoidably de- 
layed, and & ¢ ansuspended A like inconvenience has 
becn felt at the principal prrenals of Waterylict, Pittsburg, 
ington city,and Wat where extensive operationsare 

and unavoidably impeded by the want of the neces- 
arul usual assistance of officers. artists for the 
trements are sub- 
ce; the former being entirely sus- 
with difficulty for the want of 


ject to the same inconvenien 
pended, and the latter progres 
additional force, 

another-and very serious inconvenience, which ex- 
ry post of the department where there is but one 
pand moze especially to those commanded by the chiefs 
of inspections. These offirers, with othey commanders of 
posts who are unaided by assistant officers, are frequently and 
unavoidably absent on business connected with the posts, or 
the inspection of cannon or small arms; and during these ab- 
sences are obliged to leave their posts sometimes for many days 
without an officer, and in charge of irresponsible persons, whol- 
ly unrequained with the various points Guay of them mat- 
tersof militery science) connected with the business of the 
posts, and which require daily andhourly decision, Sach in- 
experienced persons, from want of the proper authority under 
the Jaws and regulations, are, in many eases, wholly in- 
of acting; and where their detegated authority from 
is saflicient, they must eher decide as the cases 
I most probabiy erroneously, or postpone action to the 


arise, 
arrival of an officer; and inthis manner the public business is 
either encumbered with inconvenient and expensive delays, or 


pevhayy: with the still greater expense of a wrong decision, 
which cannot be remedied. 

It cannot be disguised U 
ment be relieved by the proper authori 
tages, its immense mate of war i 
and machinery in all parts of the country, are Hiab! 
the most serious losses, from fire, defective preserva 
other causes, while its system of service may bo der 
irregularity in the current business of the arsenals, and by com- 
plexity and coniusion in its business transactions with ihe Chief 
of the departiment. ; 

Thad the honor to submit for your decision ‘on the 28th ulti- 
mo.a communication fram the jiextenant colonel of erdnance, 
inspector of armorics and arsenals, u the difficulty of his 
the inspections in i (tment, with the 
> ance of tra requesting 

tions, in conse- 
y involve him. It 
ropiaints have been 
yed in the inspec- 


, unless ti 


rk, ihat the 
ropeated y 2 other ofti 
tions of dis d 
The condition of the ordnance department, My. 
f 3 


B. said, could be exhibited in a few words. ‘There 


were 14 officers in tke department; and they had 


States, two Terri Lone District . 
` From all these reports, confirmed by his own re- 
fiections aid observations, Mr. B. felt authorized 
to say, that the general staf of the army, the en- 
gineers proper, the topographical engineers, and 
the oran sere all in a state of impossibility! 
Tt wasi pie for them to do their duties! No 
human exertion—no teil of the body—no strain of 
the museles—ne tension of the mind—could ena- 
bie tbem to doit. The work imposed upon them 
was beyond human. efforts to perform. The con- 
sequence was delay and negiect in many branches 
of the service—commifial of objects to tempo- 
rary, or incompetent hands in others—overbur- 
dening willing officers with cxcessive and incon- 
gruous labor—and inficting loss and damage upon 
the country itself, which was the real loser from al} 
defective administrations of its affairs. 
Mr. B. having completely vindicated the bill, as 
he believed, in its two main features,—the increase 


f 


t 


H 


of the rank and file, and the increase of the genc- 
ral staff,—would next give some consideration to a 
few detached provisions, and flattered himself that 
he could show them to be eminently entitled to the 
favorable action of the Senate. The first of these 
provisions was in the fourteenth section, and was 
in the following words : : 

“Sec. 14. Anil be it further enacted, That from and after 


the passage of thiseact, the army ration, when not received in 
kind, shall be estimated at twenty-five cents per ration; and 


_thatevery commissioned officer of the- line, or staff, shall be 


entitled to receive one additional ration per diem for every 
five years that he may have served or shali serve in the army 
of the United States; and the paymaster general, surgeon gene- 
ral, and commissary general of purchases, shall each be al- 
lowed six rations per. diem, and the additional ration allowed in 
this section.” 

The object of this section, Mr. B. said, was ob- 
vious and plain: it was to extend some little addi- 
tional compensation to the officers of our army. 
The first question was, did they need any additional 
compensation? and on this point he quoted. with 
satisfaction, not only the former opinions of. the 
Senator from South Carolina, (Mr. Calhoun,) but 
his present opinions also. In his report of 1818, he 
particularly descanted upon the inadequacy of the 
pay, and showed it to be less than it was, the depre- 
ciation of money considered, during the revolution- 
ary war. In his speech this day, though objecting 
to the increased expenses of the army, on account of 
increased numbers, yet he does not object to an in- 
crease of pay, but explictiy advocates it, and 
declares himself ready to vole for it. Tur- 
ing to the report of the present Secretary at 
War ad interim, Mr. Attorney General BUTLER, 
and it will be seen, at pages 116 and 117 of his re- 
port, that he urgently recommends an increase of 
pay. Referring to his own knowledge, he (Mr. Ben- 
ton) was certain that an increase was demanded by 
every consideration connected with the public 
service. A great many officers, and those of the 
age and acquirements to be most useful to the 
country, were retiring from the service from the 
inadequacy of the present pay, and the gloominess 
of the prospect ahead. 
and seventeen commissioned officers had resigned 
during the year 1836. Seven others, appointed to 
commands in the new regiment of dragoons, had 
declined to accept their commissions; making 124 
officers, in our small establishment, refusing, 
in the course of one year, to remain in it! 
Inadequacy of compensation is the inducing cause 
to these retirings in almost every instance. For 
many years the officers have petitioned for an in- 
crease of pay, and have petitioned in vain. While 
compensation has been increased to almost zi 
others, that of the army remains stationary, and 
may be assumed to be inferior now, depreciation of 
money considered, to what it was upwards of half 
a century ago, during the time of the revolution. 
Wo doubt, then, can remain, but that an increase 
of compensation ought to be given. The next in- 
quiry is, whether the increase proposed -by this 
section is proper and adequate? Mr. B. believed 
it to be proper, as far as it went, but that it did not 
go far caough,—that it was not adequate. It 
proposed a smail increase in two modes; first, 
in the price of the ration, when not drawn 
in kind; secondly, an additional ration per 
diem for every five years’ service. ‘I'he first 
of these increases is manifestiy proper. The present 
price of the army ration is 20 cenis.. It was fixed at 
thatsum in 1868, when the price of living was li- 
tle more than half what it now jis. The same 
principle which fixed it at 20 cents then, wouid 

arry it above 39 now; but, as the navy ration was 
fixed at 25 cents, Mr. B had not proposed. more 
forthe army. The increase in the price of the ra- 
tion was the more necessary, because it only ap- 
plied when the ration was not drawnin kind. This 
happened principally, in travelling, or in boarding 
in hotels while engaged on duty, and where the pre- 
sent subsistence allowance was an absolute nullity 
if imited to it. It would take two or three rations 
to get a breakfast, three or four to get a dinner, 
two or three to get a supper, one to get a bed, &c. 
Ifthe price of the ration was now fixed at 334 
cents, it would only be in proportion to what it was 
when fixed at 20, in 1868. 
The additional ration per diem for every five 


No less than one hundred. 


| years’ service, Mr. B. apprehended tested on aprin- | 


ciple, which, though new in our service; waseminent- 
ly just and commendable within itself. It discarded 
the principle of rank and promotion, which was.al- 
ways irregular and uncertain; and took that of time 
and service, which was always regular.and certain. 
An officer’s expenses go on inereasing with.time, 
whether he obtains rank and promotion or not. 
He gains age at all events, and agé brings -its at- 
tendant wants and necessities. Often he marries, and- 
his family increases with time, whether. his’ rank 
advances or not, Even if he does not’ marry, the 
casualties of family connections often ‘throw 
upon him relations, near and dear, with whom 
he is bound to divide his support. His ex- 
penses -then increase with time, whether rank 
and promotion comès or not; and it has been 
thought right to mect these accumulating expenses 
with some additional periodically accruing compen- 
sation. This is rendered more proper, because, in 
some regiments and corps promotion is much more 
slow than in others; and in many grades, there is 
no promotion atall; and in our service, pensions 
and half pay to retiring officers are unknown. The 
principle of a periodical increase of compensation 
being shown to be just and equitable, it is pre-. 
sumed that no objection can be made to the ap- 
plication of the principle. in this bill, except that 
the increase is almost too small to.be offered—only 
one additional ration for each five years’ service. 

Mr. B. said there were a few remaining provi- 
sions, the bare statement of which would vindicate 
themselves. 1. A restoration of the bounties and 
premiums to recruits. These were abolished about 
three years ago, as an experiment, and because the 
recruit often received his bounty, and then imme- 
diately deserted.. To obviate this, and at the same 
time to encourage recruits, the bounty is restored, 
but one half of it deferred until the recruit joins a 
corps and is mustered into service. Mr. B. repeat- 
ed, the abolition of the bounty, about three years 
ago, Was an experiment, which experience had 
condemned; and it was deemed best to go on 
in the old way, which, both in the Ameri- 
can and British service, had given bounties to 
recruits ever since recrnits were enlisted, 2. An 
increase of pay to the privates and non-commis« 
sioned officers.. This amounted to one dollar in 
the month only, and was too obviously necessary 
to need elucidation. The pay of the private was 
now six dcllars a month; the increase will make it 
seven. The jnerease is necessary to obtain men, 
and to save money; for if the ranks of the army are 
not filled at seven dollars a month, their place will 
be supplied by volunteers and militia, that will 
cost far more. 3. A commntation of the whis- 
key comp ment part of the ration for sugar and 
coffee. ‘This is regulation now; the bill proposes 
to make it law. The only difference is that the 
bill slightly increases the quantity allowed by regu- 
lation. 4. A provision for employing chaplains at 
some of the military posts. This, Mr. B. said, was 
not the restoration of vhaplains to the army which 
formerly existed, and which have been abolished 
for many years. It was not a proposition to re-es- 
tablish chaplains, to be appointed by the President 
and Senate, and to follow regimenis in the 
field; but the whole cbject of it was to aid 
the officers at posts in procuring fhe services o7 
clergymen, both for performing Divine service, 
and for performing the useful and respectable 
ofice of teaching the children of the 
This is now dene, at 


their own expense, af mwa 
of the frontier posts, where the officers and soldiers 
are sufficiently numerous to bear the burthen. -The 
object of this section is merely to aid them in this 
laudable work, and to leave the choice of the chap- 
ain where it now is, and where thete is the best 
rneans of knowing who is fit, and where there is the 
greatest interest in having fit characters. 

With these explanations, Mr. B- hoped: the bili 
would be found entitled to the favorable considera- 
tion of the Senate, to whose decision it was now 
submitied. f 

Mr. CALHOUN remarked that he, was very 
much gratified that the report, parts of which had 
just been read by the Senator from Missouri, af- 


“forded him an opportunity of showing that there 


was not the least resemblance between the position 
he then tonk, and now. Mr. C. proceeded to 


~ every man the least conversant with that frontier, 


_ that, altogether, the country was far from being in 


~ should be an additional number of staff officers 
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that they were required, he would cheerfully give 
his vote for the increase. But his opinion, at that 
: moment, was, that taking frito consideration our 
eontracted line of frontier, the present staff was- 
abundantly sufficient. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN contended that there was 
not the slightest necessity for increasing our mili- 
tary establishment, and that, too,in a time of pro- 
found peace. He regarded the reasons which had 
been assigned for increasing the army as perfectly 
fallacious. He went not only against this-increase, 
but also against our military. fortifications, as use- 
less burdens updn the people, and the reasons 
which were adduced in favor of this system were 
founded upon principles repugnant to the notions 
of those who framed the Constifution of this coun- 
try. Notwithstanding that he entertained the opin- 
ion that our liberties might not be endangered by 
@ standing army, yet he thought that Congress was 
entering on a course which led to dangerous conse- 
quences. ‘He argued that there was no danger of 
a war. Was there any indication of it in the west, 
the northwest, or the southwest frontier?’ Was 
there any danger of a war from our Indian neigh- 
bors? Two regiments of mounted troops were 
ready, in a moment, to check any sudien move- 
ment on the part of the Indians. 

{Here Mr. Linn interposed, and stated that it 
Was very true, as remarked by the gentleman from 
Kentucky, that two regiments of cavalry had been 
raised, though by far the greater portion.of them 
had been drawn off to the southern extremity of the 
line, and into the Territory of Florida. That mount- 
ed force, whenever an Indian war should take 
place, would be required at the particular spot 
where the irruption was made, and therefore it 
would be necessary to station some other forces 
along the line of the frontier.} 

Mr. CRITTENDEN resumed. He did not pre- 
tend to be as familiar with the particular stations 
where these troops were stationed as the Senator from 
Missouri, but he was aware that they had been 
raised for the very purpose he had stated; and if 
any part of them had been called off into Florida, 
; he presumed that the arrangement would be but 
temporary. He contended, at considerable length, 
that this proposed augmentation of the army, could 
not rationally be considered necessary on account 
of any apprehended danger from the Indians, whose 
numbers were once great, their courage high, their 
spirit unbroken; but having been so often defeated 
by the whites, they had become conscious ef their 
own weakness, and were now a poor degraded race, 
and not desirous of going to war with us. 

The war now raging in Florida, myst, in his 
opinion, soon be terminated; and it could net be 
with a view to that contest that the proposition 
was Now made to increase the army. The appre- 
hension of danger in the west he regarded asa 
mere pretext. After making some further obser- 
vations, Mr. C. coneluded with saying that, in 
whatever point of view the proposition was consi- 
dered, he could not give his vote for the bill, 

Mr. TIPTON said that, being a member of the 
Military Committee, and having at a former ses- 
sion voted for an increase of the army, he felt 
called upon to say a few words on this bill. ‘The 
Senator from South Carolina, at the time which 
had been alluded to by the Senator from Mis- 
souri, had been. strenuously opposed to the reduc- 
tion of the Army; and Mr. T. believed then, and 
believed still, that his Opposition to it was right. 
The army, however, had been reduced, and had 
so continted until it was utterly insufficient to 
meet the increasing necessities of the country. 
| Mr. T. did not entirely approve of all the provisions 

of this bill, all as it respected the rank and file of 

the army, and the proposed augumentation of the 
H staff. He had himself atthe last session brought 
| 


point out that there. was a great difference in the 
circumstances of the times. We were now at 
profound. peace with all the world. As to the 
mov ements in regard to Mexico, he could not ima- 
gine that. they were so serious as -to lead to war. 
The Senator from’ Missouri had not attempted to 
meet his. argument. He (Mr. C.)- appealed to 


whether’a small force was not sufficient to keep 
the Indians in subjection. And how did the hono- 
rable Senator meet the argument? Why, by pro- 
ducing his (Mr. C’s) report of -1818.. A proposi- 
tion was at that time made to reduce the army, 
but he objected to it. But, what was the state 
of the country then? We had just emerged 
from a war with Great Britain, only two years 
before, which had created hostile feelings between 
the various tribes. Our fortifications were in a 
state of dilapidation, and the South Americans 
were engaged ina struggle with Spain for their 
independence, and we were asked to interfere. So 


a settled state. It was under these cireumstances 
that he had said no reduction ought to take place. 
He thought the Senator was on the opposite side. 

{Here Mr. Benron said he was not here at the 
time.] i . 

Mr. C. said, well, the friends of the Senator, who 
were in this body, voted for a reduction. He was 
not the man to flinch from what he had done, and 
he would be found to be perfectly consistent in hiş 
conrse. He had then expressed himself in favor of 
a sinall, but well regulated military establishment, 
which could not be subjected to fluctuations. And 
he would thank any Senator to point out to him 
where he was wrong when they thought he was. 
Now, a man who did his duty need not be afraid 
of having his course called in question. No: 
the report which the Senator had alluded to, 
Mr. Č. had always prided himself on. 

Afer explaining his scheme of fortifications, 
while Secretary of War, he proceeded to say that 
notwithstanding the enormous patronage which 
this Government already possessed, here was a 
bill, the object of which went to increase it. The 
patronage of the Government was tremendous, and 
ought to be curtailed, for the instittutions of the 
country were in danger from it. With regard to 
making any comparisons between what was done 
in 1818, and what was now proposed to be accom- 
plished, he must say that the circumstances existing 
now were not those of the period in question, and 
therefore it was unfair to institute the comparison. 
And now, because he had expressed his deter- 
mination to cppose a further increase of pa- 
tronage, he was to be accused of inconsisten- 
cy! He had, however, explained his course, 
and would leave it to the candor of gentle- 
men to say in what he had been guilty of 
inconsistency. Bunt, it was argued that every 
thing showed that the army ought to be increased, 
and our Indian wars had been pointed to as prov- 
ing the argument. Mr, C. maintained that they 
showed no such thing; but they did show that we 
ought to have faithful agents, who would not suf- 
fer the Indians to be robbed, and trampled in the 
dust, as they had heretofere been. Nothing but 
the grossest neglect and bad management had pro- 
duced the Black Hawk, Alabama and Florida wars. 

The Indians on our frontiers were a half civi- 
lized people, many of whom were in the receipt of 
heavy annuities from this Government, and by the 
appointment of faithful agents, they could be made 
to protect us. 

These, then, were his reasons for opposing an 
increase of the army. We had now a powerful navy, | 
but, whilst he was Secretary of War, the navy 
was butsmall, We had at this time the means, 
which then was wanting. As far as our policy was 
concerned, a powerful navy was all-important, and 
that, in a great degree, superseded al! the minor 
fortifications proposed to be erected eighteen years 
ago. If there were any good reason why ‘there 
ap- 
His argu- 


this subject before the notice of the Senate. Ele 
had then presented a statement of the rank and file 
of the army, and its distribution in the several for- 
tifleations, both in the interior 


and along the sea- 
board, 


The details went to prove that the force 
Was totally inadequate to the purpose for which 
it Was required; so much so, indeed, that some of 
our military works had been abandoned, and suffer- 
ed to run Into decay, because we had not troops to 
Ocempy thé Some of oug fous pae still in that 


pointed he had no objection to urge. ¢ 
ment was confined to the aggregate increase of the 
army. He was of the opinion that the number of | 


staff officers should be ample; and if, upon an ex- 
amination into the subject, it should be his opiniga 


_APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Feb. 1837 


Senate. 


condition. Even those which defended our largest, 
cities were at this very day almost without gar- 
risons.. The works were incomplete but extensive; 


-they were supplied with guns and munitions: of 


war; and it was indispensable to have men in these 
forts to preserve them and the military property 
attached to them. The forts on the seaboard were 
built to protect our large commercial cities from 
attacks of hostile fleets, shoul? we ever be engaged 


ina war with a foreign power, and a perpetual 


peace need not be expected. . 

The forts on the upper lakes and northwestern 
and western frontier were intended as depots of 
arms, and to be garrisoned with troops to preserve 
these forts and arms, to awe the Indians into sub- 
mission, and to- prevent a recurrence of hostilities 
bythem. The country, therefore, had no alterna- 
tive but to augment ‘the rank and file of the army, 
or to suffer these expensive and necessary works to 
fall into dilapidation and decay; and every one 
knew that unless we kept an efficient force in the 
country west of the Mississippi, that there was rea- 
son to apprehend danger from the Indians in that 


` quarter, 


We had professedly an army of nine regi 
ments, seven of -infantry, and two of cavalry. 
But what were they? Mere skeletons. All per- 


- sons who were at all familiar with military affairs 


well knew that it was seldom possible to bring into 
actual service at any time much more than two- 
thirds of the military force authorized by law. 
Such were the diminutions produced by. sickness, 
discharges, and desertions, and owing to the diffi- 
culty of reuniting the rank and file of the army in 
consequence of the great increase in the price of 
labor in the whole country, and the limited amount 
of pay allowed by law to the rank and file of our 
army. 

Should this bill pass, we should then have on 
paper an army of 12,600 men; but we should ne- 
ver be able to realize more than 7,000 or 8,000 ef- 
fective troops to garrison the fortifications on our 
extended frontier; and it did seem to him that if 
gentlemen, who had so strenuously opposed this 
bill would but reflect on the extent of that frontier, 


i they must be satisfied that such a force was not 


too great. ; 

As to the increase of the staff there could be but 
one opinion aboutit. It was absolutely necessary, 
especially in the Quartermaster’s department. The 
nuinber of officers in that department of the army 
was disproportionately small, and entirely inade- 
quate to the wants cf the service. 

A general officer, charged with the command of 
the army, had no time to attend to the details. of the 
diferent staff duties, and some increase appeared 
indispensable, and the increase proposed in the bili 
was in accordance with the suggestion of the War 
Department, who best understood what was neces- 
sary. - : 

Something had been said by the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. Calhoun) about the causes of 
the late Indian. wars, and that Senator charges it to 
the conduct of certain Indian agents. Mr. T. said’ 
he would repeat what he had said some years ago, 
that he was confident that the war commonly call- 
ed the Black Hawk war was produced by the eon- 
duct of an agent of the Government. He 
said that Black Hawk and his party complain- 
ed of the treatment they met with in 1899. 
And in 1830, the chief, Black Hawk, repeated 
his complaints. The Executive discharged an In- 
dian agent on the Upper Mississippi, but the seeds 
of the war had been sown, the Indians were excited, 
In the summer of 1831, the inhabitants of the Up- 
per Mississippi became alarmed, and Gen. Gaines 
was ordered to ascend the river to Rock Island, 
with a detachment of the army. About the same 
time Gov. Reynolds marched a large body of Ii- 
nojs volunteers to the point. The assembling of this 
large force deterred the Indians from acts of hos- 
tility that season; z peaceably returned to the 
west side of tle Mississipppi, and remained quiet 
until the spring of 1832, when they again recrossed 
to the east side of the river, and the war referred to 
ensued. But, sir, said Mr. T. we would have 
escaped that war, had there been a few companies 
of troops in the different forts.on the Upper Missis- 
sippi; and I have no doubt that an efficient force 
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under Gen. Clinch; in Florida, in 1835, would in like 
- manner have prevented the Seminole war. Mr. 

T. said that as to the causes of that war he did not 

pretend to know more than was contained in the 

public documents which had been. printed and laid 
before the Senate at the last session; but what was 
there contained was sufficient to convince him, that 
had the troops been on the ground the war never 
would have taken place. 

Mr. T. fully concurred in the opinion expressed 
by the Senator from South Carolina (Mr. Calhoun) 
as to the great importance of having faithful and 
efficient Indian agents; but he also considered an 
increase of the rank and file of our army to be most 
loudly called for by the country. 

Ail who are acquainted with the Indian charac- 
ter well knew that there was no way to keep peace 
with Indians but by keeping up a strong force in 
their neighborhood, within their view. Nothing 
tu: this would ever keep them quiet. It was the 
present policy of the Government to remove the 
remnant of the Indian tribes across the Mississippi. 
The object had been in part accomplished, and 
these bodies of Indians had been spread along our 

rontier, from the Red river to St. Peters. In each 
of our posts there should be a company of soldiers, 
while the-corps of dragoons which had been raised, 
should be engaged in scouring the country, and pre- 
serving peace as well between our Indians and their 
wilder neighbors beyond, as between them and our 
own people. But the present force was inadequate 
to perform this duty along so extended a line, andit 
required to be increased. On the whole, Mr. T. 
could not see the great enormity of the proposed 


augmentation inthearmy. There was to beno in- 
crease of regiments, no increase in the number of 


officers of the line. It was confined exclusively to 
the staff, and to the rankand file of the army. 
Mr. LINN observed that it was now the settled 
policy of this Government to remove those. rem- 
nants of Indian tribes who yet retained some ter- 
ritory within the States from the positions they oc- 
eupied, and togivethem in exchange a territory 
west of the Mississippi, thereby at once protecting 
the Indians from the encroachments and depreda- 
tions of a surrounding white population, and en- 
abling the State Governments to exercise uninter- 
rupted jurisdiction over the entire extent of their 
own territory. It was a noble policy, characterized 
alike by wisdom and humanity. . It had originat- 
ed in the cabinet of which the Senator from South 
Carolina had been at that time a distinguished 
member, and it would stand in the history of this 
country a glorious and enduring monument of the 
enlightened views and enlarged benevolence of its 
authors. The process had commenced, and the 
plan was in the course of execution by the present 
administration,. notwithstanding many obstacles. 
The Indians had been removed from many of the 
States, and collected in their’ respective tribes on 
our western frontier. Now, Mr. L. would ask the 
Senator from South Carolina, and all those other 
Senators who represented States that had formerly 
been burdened with an Indian population, whether 
they were not under the most solemn obligations of 
justice to the States of Missouri, Louisiana, Ar- 
kansas, and Territory of Wisconsin, in whose im- 
mediate vicinity this large body of Indians had been 
assembled, to protect her people from the Indians, 
and to protect the several Indian tribes from each 
other? What course of policy was it necessary to 
ursue in order effectually to accomplish this end? 
aving removed these people from their native 


haunts, and brought them together under new, 


circumstances, the Government was obviously 
under obligations to extend to them, so far as 
should be in its power, the blessings of government, 
religion, and civilization; and for this purpose, 
the great and efficient means must be to ‘break 
up the war spirit among themselves. Unless that 
spirit could be put down, these warlike tribes would 
in a little time destroy each other, or cause aggres- 
sion upon us. For this purpose, it was indispen- 
sable ihat we should have at our disposal, and 
ready for action, a respectable military force. Suc- 
cessive ‘Secretaries of War, and among them the 
late Secretary Cass, than whom no man was bet- 
ter acquainted with the Indian habits and tharac- 
ter, had estimated the force requisite for this object 
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at 7,000 men. Gen. Jesup, in a communication 
made by him to the Government, had made the 
same estimate, and all the Indian agents. who had 
been consulted concurred in the same opinion. 
The present acting Secretary.of War fully agreed 
init. They all agreed in the opinion that a per- 
manent military force must be established on that 
frontier. When not engaged in military duty they 
might be employed in constructing military roads 
and fortifications. Forts must be established at 
short distances from each other, and garrisoned by 
a standing body of troops, whilst cavalry should 
be employed to move from point to point. To 


“hope for any thing like permanent peace among a 


large body of Indians, under any other circum- 
stances, was idle. The very nature of the Indian 
was war. It was the element in which he moved, 
and he must see a force actually present, and suffi- 
cient to control him, or this warlike propensity 
could never be repressed. It was utterly vain to 
represent to thekë people the power of the United 
States Government. Nothing of the kind made 
any impression on the Indian mind, unless accom- 
panied by a visible demonstration of military force. 
In addition to a sufficient military force to protect 
the whites from their terrible incursions, and to 
gave them from each other, confine them to their 
own lands, break up all intercourse between them 
and our citizens, send farmers and mechanics to 
learn them to work, keep out whiskey, furnish them 
wilh merchandise at cost and charges, encourage 
them to supply the markets of the neighboring mi- 
litary posts, and you will have done much to pre- 
pare them to be absorbed by that never ceasing 
onward course of our singularly restless popula- 
tion. 

The Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Crittenden) 
had observed that the militia of Missouri could de- 
fend themselves. It was unquestionably true; but 
Mr. L. contended that. this Government had no 
right to place the people of the country in such a 
condition—that they must take up arms to defend 
themselves. It was unjust. No one beiter knew 
than that gentleman at what cost the dark and bloody 
soil of Kentucky had been conquered and main- 
tained against a savage foc. Its soil had been fat- 
tened with the ‘best blood of this land—blood, all 
which might have been spared if the Government. 
had been in circumstances to afford to those bar- 
dy settlers the protection of a regular military - 
force, but which was denied them in consequence 
of revolutionary struggles. Mr. L. did not want 
to see such scenes enacted in Missouri. No doubt 
the people of Missouri could subdue any Indian 
force which should invade their soil; but it was 
not their place to ĉo it. ‘They ought not to be com- 
pelled to work out their own safety. The Black 
Hawk war had cost this Government millions of 
money, but it had cost the State of Illinois more. 
She would not get over the effects of that war for 
years tocome. The settlers fled before the toma- 
hawk, and the country was, for a time, abandoned 
to a savage foe; houses were left tenantless, rank 
weeds sprung up in the cultivated fields, and cattle 
ran at large. The Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
Tipton) had charged that war to the fault of the 
Indian agent. This was not the first time Mr. L. 
had heard this charge adduced. He had been per- 
sonally acquainted with that agent, and knew him 
(the late Mr. Felix St. Vrain) to have been a capa- 
ble and active man, and never had he known one 
of greater humanity. He had fallen in an attempt 
to prevent the horrors of war between the whites 


{Mr.. Tipton here rose to explain, and was un- 
derstood to disclaim imputing the least blame to the 
individual in question; his remarks had applied to 
another person.} 

Mr. LINN resumed, and observed that the Black 
Hawk war strongly illustrated the truth of what he 
said. Black Hawk’s tribe had sold to the United 
States their lands east of the Mississippi, and 
crossed over to the west side of that river; but 
soon observing that there was not a military force 
sufficient to hold the country, they recrossed the 
Mississippi, and before the face of General Gaines, 
resumed the possession of their old territory; and 


so unable was that officer to resist them that he had 


to sacrifice several thousand bushels of salt and 
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corn to buy off the Indian -force, and: ‘sooth their 
feelings. -The truth was, that Black Hawk most 
grossly insulted the whole of our force, and did ac- 
tually threaten to whip what he denominated the 
mercenary soldiers of the United States.: He 
yielded, however, at length to the wise and tempe- 
rate admonitions of General Gaines, and crossed 
the Mississippi again; but, with the infidelity which 
belongs to the. Indian character, returned a.second 
time the next spring, and imprisoned Mr.. Gratiot, 
the United States agent, and committed various other 
outrages. It was impossible to conceive a more 
indomitable. pride, or a more warlike spirit than 
possessed the breast of that chief and that of his 
followers. He found himselfat the head of 500. or 
600 cavalry, as well drilled as any troopsin the wond, 
and war he was determined to have.’ He had 
thought that he could conquer any force which 
should be brought against him. When the United 
States force under General Atkinson, aided by the 
militia of Illinois, and the miners under General 
Dodge, at length appeared, he took refuge in the 
swamps between the four lakes, and it required al} 
the force that could bo raised in the State of Illinois 
and Territory of Wisconsin, in addition to the re- 
gular army, to drive him from his position; nor 
could they even have effected it, had they not re- 
sorted to Starvation. This had been the tive, but 
brief, history of the Black Hawk war; anq did it 
furnish to this Government no warning? ‘Were 
there no swamps, no dark ahd tangled forests, in 
that country now assigned to the Indians? Had 
the Indian character or habits changed? Not at 
all. They were the same ferocious and lood-thirsty 
people they had ever been. Ne doubt the people 
of Missouri, after a bloody struggle, from time. to 
time renewed, might subdue them. But he re- 


peated the assertion, that the Government had no’ 


right to compel them into any such contest. It 
was the act of the Government which had congre- 
gated these Indian tribes on the frontiers of that 
State, and it was unjust to leave the inhabitants 
exposed, to have their houses burnt, their farms 
laid waste, and their wives and children toma- 
hawked before their eyes. . 

Mr. CALHOUN referred to an.apparent incon- 
sistency in the estimates of the Secratary of the 
Treasury, in which Mr. C. was understood to say, 
the Secretary had fixed the expense of 5,500 men 
at about $3,000,000; and of 7,000 men at only 
$3,800,000. Mr. C. inquired how both these esti- 
mates could be correct. 

The Senator from Missouri, (Mr. Linn,) Mr. 
C. said, claimed protection for the people of that 
State. It was Mr. C’s object to give them protec- 
tion; and if Mr. L. would join him in procuring 
the appointment of honest, skilful, and faithful In- 
dian agents, such protection might be secured, or 
at least ‘rendered unnecessary. And, in an open 
conntry, he said, a very small white force, with ar- 
tillery and cavalry, could overthrow any Indian 
force that might be brought against them. 

It had been mentioned as a difficulty that the 
regiments of the army would not be kept full 
enough. Mr. C. thought it a much better remedy 
for this difficulty to increase the pay of the troops, 
rather than to increase the nominal number. The 
measures of this Government, he said, had, dis- 
turbed and embarrassed the currency of the coun- 
try, raised the prices of the means of living, and 
the wages of such as might be employed in the ar- 
my; and now, in order to obviate all this, it was 
proposed to increase the army with 5,500 men. 
Mr. C. insisted that this was no adequate remedy. 
The cause of the evil lay deeper—in the past mea- 
sures of the Government, and the consequent in- 
crease of banks, which would still increase and 
swell the currency, till an explosion would be in- 
evitable, without a timely remedy. | i 

Mr. C. deemed the troops already in the service 
as ample to defend that frontier. The Indians, he 
said, were a poor, broken down, dissipated people, 
and all that was wanted was faithful and skilful 
Indian agents. He thought they ought to be left to 
themselves in relation to wars between them and 
the Indians farther west. If not allowed to go to 
war when they thought proper, they would all die 
of drunkenness. He would let them go to wat, 
and drive the wild Jndians still farther west. In 
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"every view of the bill Mr. C: regarded it as objec- 
` tionable, and hoped it would not pass: © => 
“Mr, SOUTHARD made a few remarks against 
‘the bill, and. f . 
` Mr. SEVIER expressed his wish, after making 
“some observations on the subject, that the bill might 


be passed. ‘Mr. S. asked for the ‘yeas and nays, 


on taking the question; which were ordered: 

“Mr. LINN rose to reply to the charge which he 
understood as having been made on various occa- 
sions’ against the people of Missouri, of having 
plundered and oppressed ‘the Indians on their bor- 
der. “Mr. E. said he had personally resided. for 
twenty-six years in theState of Missouri, and knew 


that this charge was wholly unfounded in truth.. 


Nothing could be farther from the fact. There was 
not a man in either Missouri or Wisconsin, who 
did not possess too much sense to attempt to plun- 
der Indians. ‘They. all knew that at that game they 
were Very sure to come off losers: for the Indians 
could beat all the white men on the face of the earth 
at stealing. Nor the people of Missouri had never 
robbed or trampled on these natives of the forest. 
All the injuriés in thé case had been perpetrated by 
Indians upon the peaceable white settlers and their 
families. The Indians had been represented as a 
poor, spiritless, down-trodden race, ignorant of their 
own rights, and continually imposed upon by the 
whites. Nothing could’ be more opposite to the 
truth. -A deal of trash of this kind had been utter- 
ed in the course of this debate by those who ‘onght 
to know better. No people on the face of the earth 
were, keener sighted, or more fully awake to their 
rights ahd interests than the North American In- 
. dians, one and all: No one could have acquaint- 
- ance and personal intercourse with them, and not 
know they were shrewd in an unusual degree. The 
Black Hawk war was to be traced, entirely, to the 
fraud practised by that chiefand his followers in the 
exectition of the treaty. He had openly insulted 
General Gaines, and threatened his soldiers; and 
Galies, to comply with the general peacefnl policy 
of the Government, had been obliged to buy hin off. 
But he returned again the next year; and this would 
ever be the course of Indians, notwithstanding any 
engagements they might enter into, unless they saw 
a military force prepared to enforce a compliance 
with their promises. Mr. L. claimed from this Go- 
veroment protection for his constituénts. The peo- 
ple of Missouri had a right to’ demand it. It was’ 
vain for gentlemen 4o talk of there being no danger 
. to be apprehended from a body of 150,000 Indians, 
collécted on, their immediate frontier, who were in 
reach, and might ‘be’ in communication, with 
150,000: more, inhabiting the vast prairies of the 
West. : 

“On these extensive plains a new state of things 
was likely to grow up. It is to be feared that a 
greal-part will form a lawless interval between the 
abodes of civilized man, likè the wastes of the 
ocean and the deserts of Arabia; and, like them, 
he subject to the depredations of the marauder. 
Here may spring up new and mongrel races, like 
chew formations in geology, the amalgamation of 
the ‘debris’ and abrasion of former races, civilized 
and savage; the remains of broken and almost ex- 
tinguished tribes; the descendants of wandering 
hunters and trappers; of fugitives from the Spanish 
and American frontiers; of adventurers and despe- 
radoes' of every class and country, yearly ejected 
from the bosomef society into the wilderness. We 
are contributing incessantly to swell this singular 
and heterogeneous dloud of wild population that is 

- to hang about our frontier, by the transfer of whole 
. tribes of savages from the cast of the M ississippi to 
the great wastes of the far’ West, Many of these 
bear with them the smart of real or fancied inju- 
ties; many consider themselves expatriated beings 
wrongfully exiled from their hereditary homes and 
the sepulchres of their fathers, and cherish a-deep 
and abiding animosity against the race thathas dispos- 
sessed them. Some may gradualiy become pastoral 
hordes, like those rude and migratory people, half 
shepherd, half warrior, who, with their flocks and 

- herds, roam the plains of Upper Asia; but cthers, 
it is apprehended, will become predatory bands, 
mounted on the fleet steeds of the prairies, with the 


Open plains: for their marauding grounds, and the 


“ngunlains for theit- retreats: and lurking places. 


ere they may resemble those great hordes of the 
Roh, Gog ad Magog, with their bands,’ that 
haunted ‘the gloomy imaginations of the prophets. 
‘A great company and mighty host, all riding upon 
horses, and warring upon those nations which were 


at rest, and. dwelt peaceably, and had gotten catile 


and goods.’ ” 


Mr. L. said he had just received a letter from | 


an intelligent individual, who was in circumstances 


‘to judge, who stated that there were strong reasons 
to believe thata communication had been opened . 


with the Indians of the great prairie region, and that 
efforts were on foot to effect a union with them 
against the United States. It wasidle trash to talk 
about their being a broken down and powerless race. 
Never had they been more fierce, never more bent 
on war; and the only hold which the Government 
had upon them was through their annuities. The 
great tribes, to whom large annual. payments in 
money had been guarantied, would not go to open 
war with this Government lest their annuities 
should be forfeited; but there was some smaller 
tribes not so restrained; these were not unlikely to 
commence a hostile movement; and the moment 
they should do so, there were multitudes of the 


young warriors from the larger tribes ready and | 


eager to join them. It was in this way that Black 
Hawk had become formidable. And this state of 
things would inevitably and necessarily continue 
until, those tribes should become civilized. It.was 
a noble design, and, properly pursued, would suc- 
ceed; but never until the warlike habits.of the In- 
dians were broken, and they were converted into 
agriculturalists. So Jong as they shonld be left 
unawed by a military force, andat liberty to butcher 
each other, the benevolent design intended in their 


’ removal could never be accomplished. 


Mr. L. said he had himself travelled through 
their settlements; he had observed their condition; 
and, in the neighborhood of Fort Leavenworth, he 
had found fields cultivated, houses built, school- 
houses erected, workshops opened, the loom going, 
young Indian boys, from sixteen to eighteen years 
old, learning the mechanic arts, and some of them 
as good workmen as could be found any where. 
Here the Indians were perfectly peaceable; and, be- 
holding a controlling force in their presence, and be- 
fore their eyes, had abandoned their warlike habits, 
and were beginning to cultivate the arts of peace. 
Let but this system be carried out, and the same 
results would follow throughout the Indian country. 
Was it not worth an experiment? Did we not 
owe it to these people thus to secure to them a fair 
start in the course of civilization? This once se- 
cured, their progress would afterwards be certain. 
Only keep down the tomahawk for a few years, 
and interest and experience would convince these 
people of the advantages of peace and of civiliza- 
tion. But leave them to their own savage nature, 
refuse to the white settlers any military defence, 
and these Indians, whenever their resentment 
should be awakened,. could, at any time, make an 
nruption into our settlements, burn, scalp, slay, and 
butcher, without mercy, and then retreat to their 
swamps and deserts before any force could be col- 
lected to resist them. It required no spirit of pro- 
phecy to foretell, with. great certainty, the recur- 
rence of scenes of this character on our frontiers, if 
the Government should neglect to erect forts, and, 
after they were erected, should be unable or unwil- 
ling to garrison them. . And, when the blood of 
helpless wornen and children had thus been shed, 
would no those Senators feel bitter remorse, who, 
by opposing a measure so necessary and so salutary 
as that now before the Senate, had, to a certain ex- 
tent, made themselves sharers in that blood? 

Mr. L. had repeatedly heard it said that Mis- 


„Souri would find ample compensation in the vast J 


expenditure of public money on. her borders for 
the evils that might grow out of the congregation 
of such fiery and discordant tribes of Indians on 
her borders. She wanted wealth from no such 
sources. The God of Nature had been most boun- 
tiful to her; and all her population earnestly desired 
wasto. be left in peace to cultivate the blessings so 
lavishly showered on them. Washed on the east 
by ihe “Father ‘of Waters,” some of whose. tribu- 
laries inosculate with the silver lakes of the north; 
divided . into nearly equal parts by the unighty 
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Missouri river, whose sources lie hid in the recesses 


` H. of Reps. 


and caves of the Rocky mountains, where Silence 
loves to keep her long millennium of unbroken re- 
pose; a rich virgin soil; mountains pregnant with 
mineral wealth; extended plains and noble forests, 
much reason has she for rejoicing, but let her re- 
joice with modesty. a 

After a few remarks from. Messrs. PRESTON ; 
CLAY, and BENTON, the question was taken on 
the passage of the bill, and it was passed—yeas 26, 


nays 13. 
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SPEECH OF MR. TOUCEY, 
Or Connectrecur, 

In the House of Representatives, January 24, 1837.— 
On the bill declaring the admission of the State 
of Michigan into the Union. 

Mr. TOUCEY addressed the House as follows: 
No one, Mr. Speaker, rejoices more than I do, that 
the time has at last arrived, when the just rights of 
the people of Michigan, as a State of this Union, 
are to be acknowledged andregarded. After every 
obstacle seemed to have been removed, and every 
difficulty overcome, new difficulties and new obsta- 
cles have sprung up, and the ground is contested to 
the very last moment. With the right secured to 
her, by the fundamental compact of the ordinance 
of 1787, to,form a Constitution and State Govern- 
ment, and to be ‘admitted into the Union as an in- 
dependent State upon an equal footing with the 
other States, whenever her population should be 
sixty thousand in number, she applied to Congress 
to provide by law for that event, and was told there 
was no time then to attend to her demand. She ap- 
plied again and again, and the message was still 
borne to her, that Congress was not yet ready. 
Having a population far exceeding sixty thousand, 
no longer waiting for a preliminary law of Con- 
gress, she proceeded under the ordinance of 1787, 
which is of higher obligation than any law, as un- 
changeable and more so than the Constitution itself, 
formed a Constitution and State Government, and 
presented herself at the doors of Congress for ad- 
mission. She was again told, that we were not yet 
ready, that her boundary was not settled, that her 
claims conflicted with those of another State, that 
we had unbounded authority to settle that contro- 
versy, (now of moré than thirty years’ dyration,) 
and to prescribe her limits by law, and that she 
must wait until we could find time to exercise that 
authority. . She again waited during an al- 
most interminable session, her Senators and 
representative standing at our doors for. more 
than half a year, and- we finally exercised that 
authority, settled the contested boundary, pre- 
scribed her limits on all sides, ratified, accepted 
and confirmed her Constitution and State Govern- 
ment, and declared her to be a sovereign and inde- 
pendent State. By the same act, we declared her 
to be thereby admitted into the Union, upon the 
express condition “that her boundaries should be 
those which we then assumed and exercised the 
authority to prescribe. 

. A mind of ordinary intelligence would have 
supposed that, having gone thus far, the next step 
was inevitable, and that her Senators and her re- 
presentative would have been admitted to their seats; 
that the right of participating in framing the laws 
which she was to obey, would have been practically 
allowed; that taxation and representation would 
no longer have been forced asunder; and that her 
people already become a powerful State, would no 
longer be denied the rights, privileges, and inmuni- 
ties of American citizens, secured to them by the 
plighted faith of the nation, by the unalterable 
compact of the ordinance, and by the Constitution 
of the Union. But their just rights, and their just 
expectations, were not regarded. The jealousy of 
controversy, and the jealousy of questioned power, 
were not so easily appeased. The admission of the 


State of Michigan into the Union was not to be 


complete, and her Senators and. Representatives 
were not to take their seats until the boundaries 
prescribed by act of Congress had received the 


assent of a Convention of Delegates, elected by the 
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people of Michigan for the sole purpose ef giving 
that assent. And now, when that assent has been 
given, as I shall attempt to show, in the only pos- 
sible mode, and the voice of remonstrance from 
that injured people is not heard, opposition is rais- 
ed here, her convention is denounced as revolu- 
tionary, its authority denied, and the time for her 
admission into the Union, properly and constitu- 
tionally, it is said, has. not yet come. : 

1 ask the attention of the House to a plain view 
of this question. [apprehend the die is cast, the 
subject has gone from our hands, the only power 
we have is. to acknowledge the truth, to recog- 
nise the existence of an independent State of this 
Union, and.to admit the just claims of her dele- 
gates in both houses of Congress. 

Look to the peninsula of Michigan. What do 
we behold there? A State, in fact, with a popula- 
tion cf two hundred thousand—with definite boun- 
daries, now at all events fixed beyond the control 
of Congress; with a Constitution and State Go- 
vernmert; legislative, judicial and executive de- 
partments; with laws enacted, administered and 
executed by its own authority; all its officers 
performing their ` respective functions, without 
interruption and without question—Michigan is a 
State de fucto. 

She is rightfully a State. By the fundamental 
compact of the ordinance of 1787, she was entitled, 
when her boundaries were fixed, and her popula- 
tion amounted to sixty thousand, to form a Consti- 
tution and State Government for herself. Her 
boundaries are fixed beyond the reach of any au- 
thority known in this country, except her own. 
Her population is sixty thousand three times told. 
She has formed her own Constitution and State 
Government, in pursuance of the right secured to 
her by the compact; a right inherent in her people, 
which cannot be taken from them except by brute 
force, by a flagrant violation of the public faith, of 
the articles of compact, and of the Constitution of 
the United States, which guaranties the perpetual 
obligation of that compact, and by violating the 
rights of every American citizen within her limits. 
The Congress of the United States, by the act of 
June last, has accepted, ratified, and co.firmed her 
Constitution and State Government, without re- 
striction or qualification, save that they are declar- 
ed to be of force. only within the boundaries pre- 
seribed. Within those boundaries that Constitu- 
tion and State Government are of binding ferce, 
by authority of the people of Michigan, and by the 
sanction of an act of Congress. The Territorial 
Government is abolished; the Territorial jurisdic- 
tion is withdrawn; not a vestige of itremains. It 
has réceded before the State jurisdiction, which has 
sprung up inits place. Michigan is a State de jure 
as well as a State de facio. 

She is a State, not out ofthe Union. She was a 
Tertitory under the authority of the Union. The 
transition was, from a Territory under the authori- 
ty of the Union, to a State under the authority of the 
Union. The one necessarily succeeds to the other, 
unless a change is wrought by conquest; unless, by 
conquest, the new State goes out of the Union. The 
power of Congress ean only be exerted by mam- 
taining the Territorial authority: when that is with- 
drawn, and the State authority is recognised, the 

- result in constitutional law is a State under the au- 
thority of the Union. The people of Michigan are 


citizens of the United States, subject to the federal 


authority, subject, like the citizens of other States, 
to the laws of Congress, and owe an allegiance to 
this Government, which may be violated by acts of 
treason against it. They are each and all of them 
not ont of the Union. The State of Michigan can 
neither negotiate foreign alliances, declare war nor 
make peace, maintain armies nor navies, coin mo- 
ney nor issue bills of credit, regulate her own com- 
merce, nor.do any one act which is prohibited to 
any other State. All this, and more, she might do, 
were. she out of the Union. But she cannot do it 
for the plain and obvious reason that she is bound 
by the Constitution. That a State and the people 
of a State, showid be under the Constitution, agd 
bound by it, and yet be out of the Union, and with- 
out the pale ofthe Constitution, is a contradiction 
in terms. What must be the condition of a State, 
which has every essential quality and circumstance 
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which define every other State in this confederacy, 
it is unnecessary for me to say. ; 

Michigaw is then e State de facto, a State de jure, 
a State not out of the Union, a State acknowledged 
by Congress, her Constitution accepted by Congress, 
her State Government, revolutiionary perhaps in its 
origin, ratified and confirmed by Congress. 

What then will you do? Will you put her out 
of the Union? You cannot do it. Your decree 
would be impotent. Two hundred thousand Ame- 
rican citizens. cannot be put out of the Union by 
act of Congress. A sovereign State, whose Con- 
stitution you have accepted, whose State Govern- 
ment you have ratified and. confirmed, which is 
bound by the Constitution and laws of the Union, 
cannot be put out of the Union by act of Congress. 
Nor can she be put out of existence. Verbum ir- 
revocabile. It has gone forth. Itis too late. What 
then will you do? Have you the power to exclude 
her delegates frora these halls? Have you the 
power to exclude those of any other State?. Have 
you the power to refuse to examine the electoral 
votes? You may do so, but you have not the right. 
You may exercise the power, but you ride over the 
Constitution of the country, and trample under foot 
the rights of every man in it. : 

Why then should you not now acknowledge and 
declare’the admission of this State into ‘the Union, 
upon an equal footing with others.? Are her limits 
not ultimately and absolutely prescribed? Con- 


gress either had, or had not, the power to prescribe 


them. If we had the power, we have exercised it, 
and the thing is done. The actis valid. It can- 
not be more than valid by any thing we can do, 
or by any thing others can do, and the condition of 
assent is little short of nugatory. If we had not 
the power, if the Constitution had not granted us 
the power, the act is void, and by no indirection 
can we make it otherwise. And the condition of 
assent, in that case, is unconstitutional and void. 
As well might we annex a condition, that Michigan 
should assent for all time to come to receive her 
Governor from the President and Senate. If we 
have not the power to doit directly, we cannot.do 
it indiréctly. Will any member in this House rise 
up in his place and say, that the object was, or is, 
to force the people of Michigan to give their as- 
sent to an unconstitutional and void act, by a de- 
nial of their constitutional rights, until the extorted 
assent should be given? I think not, sir. 
itself assumes that Congresshad the power. Thai 
power. is exercised in the form of absolute law. 
The object of the condition of assent was not to 
create power where it was denied, nor to give valid- 
ity to that law. It had quite another object. And 
that was, to prevent dispute, conflict, litigation, agi- 
tation, between two sovereign States of this Union; 
and that in reference to a law which we asserted 
the power to enact, arid did enact. : 

Why then, I ask again, shall we not, without 
further delay, acknowledge and declare the admis- 
sion of the State of Michigan into the Union, up- 
on an equal footing with all other States? She 
has fixed and unalterable limits given her by Con- 
gress, and your powcr is exhausted. She has a 
Constitution, which Congress has approved as re- 
publican, and that work is done. She has set up 
a State Government under it, without your previ- 
ous assent, and Congress has ratified and confirm- 
ed it by its subsequent assent. All this has been 
done on the part of Congress unconditionally. 
And the act goes even farther. It declares that 
she is thereby admitted into the Union, upon the ex- 
press condition that her jurisdiction shall be con- 
fined to certain boundaries, and then the very act 
itself, if not founded in usurpation, effectually exe- 
cutes that condition, by prescribing absolutely those 
very boundaries. - Why, then, I repeat, shall we 


“not acknowledge and declare her admission to be 


absolute and complete? 

Because it is said her admission, by the terms of 
the act of Congress, is not to be deemed complete, 
and her representatives are not to be admitted to 
their seats, until those boundaries have received 
the assent of aconvention of delegates elected by 
the people of Michigan for the sole purpose of giv- 
ing that assent; and itis urged that this assent has 
not been duly given. 
that a convention of delegates, claiming to have 


The act. 


It is not denied by any. one, - 


been elêcted by the people of Michigan: for this 
sole. purpose, have assented in their behalf to this 
act of Congress. But various objections. to that 
convention have been made, . If these can be. re- 
moved out.of the way, the assent will stand, and 
this condition—even ‘this condition<-will be. ac- 
knowledged on all sides to have been performed. 

In the first place it is. said that this convention 
was not called by the Legislature of Michigan. 


` The Constitution of Michigan .was valid, or not, 


valid. If not valid, the. State Government. set up 
under it was in the same, predicament, and the he- 
gislature had no authority whatever to call this 
convention. If valid, the. objection. is. equally 
overthrown, for the Legislature, under that’ Consti- 
tution, had no authority, in any event whatever, to 
call a convention for. the purpose indicated:in the 
act of Congress. It was authorized, in’ a certain 
mode, to submit an amendment to the people. It 
was authorized, also, in a certain mode, to submit 
to the people the question of a general conyention, 
and if ordered by the people to make certain provi= 
sions in regard to it. But it was not authorized to 
call a convention for any purpose, much less for 
the purpose of giving the assent required by this 
act of Congress. Ithad no power over the sub- 
ject: none whatever. Its sanction, given or with- 
held, would be of the same importance with. that 
of any other equal number. of men, in or out -of 
Michigan, who had no power over the subject; that 
is, of no importance.at all. By what process of 
reasoning the conclusion is reached, that the legal 
and constitutional effect of a legislative act, which 
cannot by possibility have any legal or constitu- 
tional effect whatever, should be deemed essential 
to the validity of this tonvention, I am utterly un- 
able to discover. The process is quite too subtle 
for the grasp of ordinary minds. . 

The act of Congress requires no such thing. It. 
is entirely silent on‘the subject ; nor ean it be im- 
plied by construction. The law never, by implica- 
tion, requires a void act; an act which in itself 
would be unauthorized and void. And-will any 
one say, that Congress, with the Constitution of 
Michigan before them, and accepted, ratified, and 
confirmed, by this very act, intended to exact. an 
impossibility—the exertion of legislative authority 
which by that Constitution had ne existence, and 
which Congress well knew had no existence, and 
to exclude that State from the Unien until that im- 
possibility had been performed? af 

This disposes also of a second objection which 
has been made—not much insisted on—that the 
first convention which refused its assent to this con- 
dition had the sanction of the Legislature of Michi- 
gan, which, at the same time, disclaimed any au- 
thority over the subject. For it has not been, and 
will not be denied, that if the second convention 
had the same authority without that sanction, it 
could reverse the doings of the first: that is, if it 
had the power of calling a convention of the people 
of Michigan. à 

The whole subject lies within a very narrow 
space. From its very nature, it admits of but two 
questions: one of fact, the other of power. . Was 
there a convention elected by the people of Michi- 
gan? If so, had they the power to give the assent 
required. Both propositions have been denied; 
and it is that denial which raises the only two ques- 
tions deserving of much notice. ` 
` I shall not detain the House at this late hour by 
an elaborate examination and argument of the ques- 
tion of fact. It has already been donc in the most 
conclusive and unanswerable manner by my friends 
of the committee to which this subject was referred, 
the member from Maryland, who spoke the other 
day, (Mr. Thomas,) and the member from New 
York, (Mr. Vanderpoel,) who addressed the House 


_ this morning. Those who are not already convinced 


that this. convention was elected by the peo- 
ple of Michigan, received the sanction. of the 
people of Michigan, and spoke the voice of 
the people of. Michigan, . will not be con- 
vinced. . They were required to elect this con- 
vention to. obtain the benefits of this -Union,. 
which they. had so much, so long, and so justly 
desired, and which they thought themselves un- 


justly deprived of. It was not a trifling occasion. 


They were appealed to with all the influence and 
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= authority of Congress; they were appealed to by |] its face: the consent of the people. . “ We, the 
‘their own Executive; they, were appealed to by nu- 
“merous assemblies, in various parts of. the State.. 


- The’ publié -will had been clearly disclosed in the 


` assent or dissent, was. the test question. 


recent elections, when convention or no convention, 
A great 


- revolution of the public mind towards peace and 


harmony, and acquiescence in the doings of Con- 
gress, had taken place:-so clear and decisive, that 


it was not to be denied. The people were called | 
~-upon,-by- irresistible considerations, to act—=to ex- | 
“press their dissent, if they did not assent. 
“vote was taken. Nearly three thousand votes 


The 


were given. for assenting to the act of Congress, 
more than were cast on both sides at the previous 


- election; and now, when the doings of the second 


convention are brought here, to be made the mere 
basis of our action, and to receive the sanction of 
this body, and that known to every man in Mich- 
igan, the whisper of rernonstrance is not heard! 


It is in vain to ‘say that this convertion was 


-provision in their Constitution. 


-not the convention of a large majority of the 
. people of Michigan. 


-It was not, and could 
not have been, called in pursuance of any 
It was not, and 
could not have been, called by their existing 
Legislature. It was not, and could not have been, 
‘called by the act of Congress. Aware of all this, 
itis to be presumed that Congress designedly left 
it to be the spontaneous act of the people, ‘called 
by their authority, and clothed with their authority. 
At all events, Congress, claiming the power to es- 
tablish the boundary line, without the assent of the 
people of Michigan, and having exercised that pow- 
er by the enactment of a law, was content to re- 


. quire it, as a condition of hêr complete admission into 


_ terial what may be the effect of that assent. 


the Union, that the line so established should re- 


„ceive the assent of a convention of delegates, 


elected by the people of Michigan, for the sole pur- 
pose of giving that assent. T'fat has been done in 
the only possible mode, and the condition has been 
complied with. Compliance is one thing; the effect 
of the act of compliance is another. It is imma- 
If 
Congress had imposed the condition, that the Legis- 
lature of Ohio, or Missouri, should assent, and that 


- assent had been given, the condition would have 


been complied with, though both the condition and 
the compliance might have been of very little im- 
portance. Iam satisfied that this convention had 
the sanction of the people of Michigan; was the act 
of the majority, not of the minority; and that the as- 
sent required by the act of Congress, in its true 
spjrit, to che very letter, has been given, and will be 
regarded, 

But, sir, another objection has been made, which, 
I think it apparent, from what has already been 
said, can have but litle application to the subject 
now under consideration; and yet the monstrons 
doctrine which it involves I cannot pass by with- 
outa word of comment. It is said, that a ma- 
jority of the people of a State cannot alter an ex- 
isting Constitution, unless it be in the manner point- 
ed outby that Constitution, or in pursuance of some 
provision of Jaw. Sir, I cannot consent to this propo- 
sition. Itis at war with the fundamental fact of poli- 
tical science, at least astunderstood in America—’ 
the supreme power of the people, their right to go- 
vern themselves. z 

Is there a man in this country who will deny 
that the people are the source of all political au- 
thority? If they are so, then the exercise of it is by 
their consent, and requires their consent. Consent 
of whom? Of every man?. Of a unanimous peo- 
ple? That were impossible.’ Of necessity, the ma- 
jority must give that consent. And when given, it 
continues, until withdrawn. Tts continuance, is 
the continuance of that authority. Its withdrawal, 
clear, deliberate, and solemn withdrawal, is the 
termination of that authority. Otherwise, the su- 
preme power is in the minority, and however 
small ihat minority, even if it be a single man, the 
right is the saire, - The fundamental principle of 
a representative republic is abandoned; the so- 
vereignty of the people, the right’ of self-govern- 
ment, is abandoned; and an oligarchy, or tyranny 
in some other form, is established. 

By what anthority exists every State Govern- 


-ment in ihis Union? The impress is borne upon 
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people of the State, do ordain and establish. this 
Constitution.” It is the consent of the majority of 
the people; thatis, of the people, by the voice of 
the majority. It’ is this consent which gives the 
Constitution its authority. . H is not a preliminary 
law. It is not the form of proceeding. It 1g the 
fact of this consent. The violation of form, or 
of previous law, does ‘not invalidate it. tis the 
supreme power, which is superior to previous law 
or mere form, and by its essential character sweeps 
both out of the way, and the former Constitution 
along with them. The forms and conditions, and 
embarrassments and entanglements, aslong as they 
prevent the people ffom acting, are effectual ; but 
when they break through these—when the people, 
by a majority, clearly and deliberately, in an au- 
thentic form, lay them „aside, and declare it to be 
their will thata change be made, and. with that 
solemn purpose decree that it is made, the supreme 
power is exerted, and the thing is done. j 

The supreme power of the people is very fa~ 
miliar in this country. They make Constitutions, 
and they unmake them. The same authority 
which does the one can do the other. They do 
not part with their sovereignty by setting up a State 
Government. They exercise itin that mode. It 
does not pass out of them, and into others.. There 
is no grantee, but there are agents: agents in exe- 
cutive, judicial, and legislative departments, who 
are authorized and restrained by that sovereign 
will. The Constitution, while it continues, ex- 
presses that will. The will of the minority does 
not ‘sustain it; neither can it overthrow it. The 
will of the majority, clearly and deliberately ex- 
pressed, and with that purpose, necessarily does 
both. ; 


Put the strongest case that can be supposed. A 
Constitution is declared to be unchangeable and 
perpetual. Will any man contend the people 
cannot amend it? I think not. We shouid see 
the issue made between the supreme power ofa 
former generation over the present generation, and 
the supreme power of the present generation over 
itself. The supreme power, the right of self- 
government, is at all times in the people. They 
cannot part with it. It cannot be taken from them. 
Tt cannot be transferred to a minority any longer 
than the majority consent; ın other words, it cannot 
be transferred at all. If it could be, the minority 
would have the supremacy over the sovereign 
power; a proposition inconsistent upon its face. 
Disguise it as you will, the question is between the 
sovereignty of the people and the sovereignty of the 
minority; the right of self-government, and the 
condition of being governed. The community of 
any State, not governed by its consent, but against 
its consent, not governed by its will, but against its 


| will, deliberately expressed for the purpose of 


throwing off that control, is in bondage. 


Sir, it is this principle of the supreme power of 
the people, of the right of the people to govern 
themselves, which was the chief controlling princi- 
ple of the American revolution, which is the foun- 
dation of all our institutions, which is the basis of 
every State Government in the Union, and with- 
out which liberty is but a name. Itis the contest 
of liberty every where, and at all times, for the 
power of the people against a smaller namber—a 
few, or one. In whatever place, and with. what- 
ever fortune, the contest may be going on, speed to 
it. Let not its champions be disheartened. The 
cause is a good one. It must ultimately prerail— 
it will finally triumph. It may be obstructed, it 
may languish, but, in the end, it is sure to triumph. 

I will detain the House no longer. I would not 


| have detained it thus long, had not my sentiments 


been somewhat different from those expressed by 
others. The people of Michigan have been un- 
justly delayed. In this chosen and favored land, 
where Liberty has taken her residence, where the 
rights of men are best known and most regarded, 
the whole people of Michigan have been made the 
victims of injustice, It is time that it should cease. 
I trust the House will not adjourn this night with- 
out giving a pledge to them, by its action upon this 
bill, that their rights are to be respected, without 
further embarrassment, vexation, or delay. 
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In Senate, January 13, 1837—On the resolution to 


expunge a part of the journal for the session of 

1833-1834. 

Mr. MOORE arose and said, allusions hag 
been made by the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
Rives) to instructions by the Legislatures, in order 
to influence the votes of Senators relative to this 
very extraordinary procedure. And as the gentle- 
man may have intended a complimentto Alabama, 
by including her in his allusions, he felt it to be 
his duty to explain the character of her legislative 
action on this subject. i 

{Here Mr. Rives rose, and said he intended 
nothing special as regarded Alabama; his remark 
was intended to be general.] 

Mr. M. resumed and said, although the explana- 
tion was satisfactory, yet, as he was up, he hoped he 
would be indulged in making a few comments only. 
He did not entertain the vain hope that he could 
add any thing to the interresting debate that had 
already occurred upon the resolutions now before 
the Senate; and as one who intended to vote against 
them, he felt that he might well content himself 
with the argument and views that had been urged 
by others, not only on a former occasion, but the 
very able exposition with which the Senate was 
favored by the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Crit- 
tenden) on yesterday, and also the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. Preston) to-day. 

But the Senator from Virginia (Mr. Rives) has 
not been able to see the force of any argument from 
that quarter; this is not unlikely; the peculiar situ- 
ation of that gentleman, as connected with the ques- 
tion, was not well calculated to carry conviction to 
his mind. Yet others may well imagine to say 
their argument was lucid and forcible would not do 
justice.to those gentlemen, Sir, they were wither- 
ing in sarcasm, eloquent and convincing in argu- 
ment. 

Mr. M. could not say how certain Senators, ad- 
vocates for the black line process, felt, but assured 
the President he himself was delighted, and could 
feign have wished that crowds of those who had 
dispensed with the trouble of thinking and judging 
for themselves upon great political questions, con- 
tenting themselves with transferring this important 
political privilege into the hands of others, to be 
exercised for them, had been present upon the oc- 
easion. ; 

Mr. M. reminded his colleague that when these 
resolutions were first discussed at a former session, 
he and himself were found side by side,’ shoulder 
to shoulder, exercising their united influence in op- 
position to them, although, at that time, they had 
received the instructions of the General Assembly 
commanding their vote in their favor; that his col- 
league and himself then followed the lead of that 
stern and inflexible, but much abused and slander- 
ed patriot and statesman, the honorable Senator 
from Tennessee, (Mr.. White,) who proposed an 
amendment, having for its object the repeal and 
rescinding the obnoxious resolution of the Senate, 
which censured the President, (and which they had 
not voted for,) thereby stamping it with the disap- 
probation of this body, and at the same time pre 
serving the Constitution inviolate. 

We then thought this was all that could have 
been reasonably expected, and that this would do 
ample justice to General Jackson. We thought 
then ashe (Mr. M.) thought now, that this was not 
a legitimate subject upon which the General As- 
sembly possessed the right to give instructions; to 
render instructions binding, the + subject-matter 
must be constitutional and proper; they must not 
require the public servant to perform an unworthy 
or an immoral act; they cannot require him to 
violate the Constitution of the land. That sacred 
instrament which we had pledged ourselves to sup- 
port, by taking a solemn oath at your desk, re- 
quires the Senate to keep a journal of its proceed- 
ings for the most important and valuable purposes. 
Among these were the following, viz: that our con- 
Stitituents and posterity may read and know our 
acts, in order that, if they be evil, we may receive 
merited censure, and, if virtuous, that the journals 
may be resorted to as the means of defence and 
justification. To expunge, therefore, any portion 
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of the journals of the Senate, to his mind, would be 
a most flagrant and palpable violation of that sacred 
instrument. ae 

The appeal which his colleague and himself had 
‘made from the jadgment of the General Assembly, 
had been responded to by the people; a more ma- 
ture deliberation had taken place as to the propriety 
of expunging the journals of the Senate, and at the 
two last sessions of the Legislature the effort was 
again renewed to repass the resolutions of instruc- 
tions, in order to command our votes; they failed, 
they could not be forced through the Senate. Here 
was a triumph of principle over party spirit, and 
party drill and discipline, in favor of the Constitu- 
tion and laws of the land. And now he was called 
upon again to vote upon the expunging resolution, 
his opinion remained unchanged; he should again 
vote against them, and he hoped again in company 
with his colleague, which he could not doubt. The 
instructions being withdrawn, he had great pleasure 
in voting under circumstances so strongly indi- 
cating the approval of the citizens of the State, as 
it was in accordance with the dictates of his own 
judgment and conscience. 

Mr. M. said his colleague would recollect that 
when they returned to’ the bosom of their constitu- 
ents the same measure of justice had not been 
meted out to him that his colleague had been favor- 
ed with; thatit had been his misfortune to have 
the vote referred to in opposition to the expunging 
resolutions made the subject of censure and denun- 
ciation, by a contemptible public meeting, called 
in the vicinity of, and doubtless at the instance of, 
a public functionary high in office in Alabama, a 
slave to the Kitchen Cabinet; and this meeting, 
composed of his slavish partisans, had the indecen- 
cy and gross injustice to denounce and censure him 
for not obeying the instructions of the General As- 
sembly; while his colleague, who gave the same 
vote,and made a longer speech against the right 
and propriety of the instructions of the Legisla- 
ture, received laudatofy resolutions. He (Mr. M.) 
would not say this was done on account of his col- 
league’s vote on the expunging resolutions, but 
mainly he presumed for his'support of those mea- 
sures calculated to promote the success of the indi- 
vidual selected by Gen. Jackson to succeed him. 
It was upon this subject that his difference in his 
official conduct from his colleagne was so crimi- 
nal. Itmatters notin these modern times of demo- 
cratic republicanism how consistent and faithful a 
public servant may be, as regards principles and 
measures; this availeth nothing; he must advocate 
the caucus nominee; this was the only true test of 
merit; and althongh he had known the time wher a 
great majority, perhaps nine-tenths, of his constitu- 


ents were with him on.this very question, yet, by - 


means of a borrowed capital, this obsequious no- 
minee of the President and his office-holders had 
succeeded in obtaining the vote of the State. 

He (Mr. M.) would bow with due submission to 
the will of his constituents, but he hoped his ene- 
mies would not succeed by making up false issues 
in their efforts to deceive the people. All he wished 
was sheer justice: While he was proud to be in 
company with those with whom he was associated 
on this question, he yet claimed to be a true repub- 
lican, a Jeffersonian republican, a republican of the 
old school; and if he was not claimed as belonging 
to the democratic republican party, according to the 
modern acceptation of the term, which he believed 
meant nothing more nor less than a tame and ser- 
vile submission to the will ofone man, as regarded 
his favorite selected to succeed him, yet he claimed 
to have been a consistent advocate of all the great 
principles and measures which were proelaimed by 
the Chief Magistrate and his friends, in that memo- 
rable contest which resulted in his triumph, in 
which many of those who now seek to distinguish 
themselves as his (Mr. M’s) political enemies and 
persecutors were active and bitter in the ranks of 


General Jackson’s opponents, and among these was " 


the very individual who is now at the head of the 
party, who; as soon as victory had crowned our ef- 
forts, deserted his friends and his party, and pro- 
posed to enter in the service of the old hero, pro- 
vided he could receive pardon for the past, and re- 
wards for his future service. 

Mr, M. said he had stated that he had given a 
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liberal support to all the leading measures avowed 
by Gen. Jackson and his friends in their contest for 
power. Among these were reform and retrench- 
ment, as regarded the expenditures of this Govern- 
ment; opposition to that system of internal improve- 
ment which sought to tax one portion of the citi- 
zens of this country for the benefit of another, in- 
cluding the tariff; the policy relative to the Indians; 
the preservation of the elective franchise in its pu- 
rity; opposition to the practice, so corrupting, of 
appointing members of Congress to office, &c.; and 
he challenged his’ political enemies to point their 
finger to any instance in whieh he had not faithful- 
ly sustained all these great principles; and although 
he and his friends had been proscribed, he could 
review his course without regret, and with an ap- 
proving conscience, which he would not exchange 
for all the satisfaction his enemies might enjoy for 
their vindictive persecution. He hoped at some 
future day that justice would be awarded to him, 
which is new withheld. f 

If he had come here to get office for himself or 
his friends, and, looking to that object alone, had 
forgotten the interests of his constituents, he might 
easily have supported, as others did, every measure 
of the administration, right or wrong. He might 
have sustained the Chief Magistrate in the extraor- 
dinary prerogative of nominating his successor, and 
in that equally dangerous, but more unworthy and 
contemptible, object of mutilating the journals of 
the Senate. 

But the black line process was not original with the 
mover, the Senator from Missouri, (Mr. Benton.) 
The resolution, as originally introduced, proceeded 
boldly to the object. He was sorry to say this me- 
taphorical mode of expunging emanated with Vir- 
ginia. He deeply.regretted it. He had been taught 
to entertain for that renowned State the highest re- 
spect; but this was a project which sought to do 
that by indirection which the friends of the measure 
did not dare do by. direct means. The. modification, 
therefore, was far from recommending the measure 
to his favor. 

Mr. Nixes, in the conclusion of his remarks, 
having made a solemn appealto Heaven asap- 
proving and sanctioning this procedure~- 

Mr. MOORE replied that the appropriate sugges- 
tiun with which the Senator from Connecticut (Mr. 
Niles) had closed his speech, brought to his mind a 
very important and useful amendment, the propriety 
of which he had no doubt would be evident and ob- 
vious to that Senator, and he would heg leave to re- 
commend its adoption to the friends of this black 
line resolution, viz: that this record of the, Senate’s 
proceedings, made and preserved by the require- 
ments of the Constitution, shall be destroyed by fire 
to be extracted from Heaven by means of a sun- 
glass. For this he believed they might plead some- 
thing like a precedent from. the General Assembly 
of Georgia. He thought this would complete the 
farce. 
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I consider this work of Mr. Madison, now pro- 
posed to be given to the world under the patronage 
of this Government, as the most valuable one to 
mankind that has appeared since the days when 
Bacon gave to the world his Novum Organon. 
That produced that revolution in analytics, which 
has produced the immense superiority of the mo- 
derns over the ancients in the knowledge of Na- 
ture, and in the improvement of the condition of 
human life—the fruit of that knowledge. With 
Bacon. it was a mere theory; a theory, however; 
which he fondly cherished, and confidently believ- 
ed would be prolific, as it has been, of the most 
magnificent resutts; but in the hands of Newton 
and of his other disciples and follewers, it became 
a practical guide to those astonishing discoveries 
which, in their consequences, have, among other 
things, converted those elements of Nature before 
supposed to be oniy. to be controlled by the same 
Almighty hand which formed them, into the minis- 


ters and agents -of man, obedient’ to his will, ändå 
‘subservient to his use.” It has enabled man to 


draw the veil from the face of Nature; to inspect 
her mechanism; and to avail himself of her prin- 
ciples for the augmentation of his own power. ` It 
has given him power after power; and is still going 
on to give him power upon power, ag his researches 
go on in exploring her boundless fields, and in 
making discovery upon discovery; and to this 
growing increase of human power, no human being 
can now assign the possible limits.’ True, it has 
het enabled man, as it was fabled of him by the 
poets of old, to steal the fire from the heavens; but’ 
it has enabled him to do more and better—it has 
enabled him to become an humble pupil in the 
school of the Divine Artist; and, by studying his 
models, to copy his agencies, though at the immes- 
surable distance which separates a finite from the 
Infinite Being. l 

Here, with us, the difficulties to be overcome in 
this achievment, from the nature of the elements 
to be combined, were stupendously great. In look- 
ing back to those difficulties, that they were over- 
come at all, appears to me now little less than a 
prodigy; and it still fills: me with astonishment. 
For here a combination was required that would 


_produce a structure perfectly “anomalous in the his- 


tory of human Governments; and such a structure 
was produced, and as perfect as it was novel. 
Here were a people, spread and spreading over a 
vast territory—that stretching and to stretch almost 
from the rising to the setting sun-—this scattered 
and countless multitude were to be rulet in free- 
dom as one people, and by the popular will—that 
will to be uncontrolled in itself, and controlling 
every thing. Such an achieyment, the most èn- 
lightened friends of freedom and human rights, in 
all countries, and in all ages, had deemed to be 
morally and physically impossible. Besides, here 
were thirteen States, and all the other States to be 
formed out of that vast territory, without being de- 
stroyed as States, to be so combined as to furm, in > 
the general aspect, but one simple Government, 
with all the unity and energy of one simple Go- 
vernment; powerful alike to assert and maintain - 
all their rights asa nation, against all other na- 
tions; and the rights of every individual, all over 
this boundless domain, against. every aggressor; 
that is, a Government equally fitted and efficient 
for all the purposes of peace and war. Such an 
achievment, often before, and under much more 
favorable circumstances, because upon a much 
more limited scale, had been attempted, but never 
before accomplished; as is but too well attested by 
the histories and the destinies of all the confedera~ 
cies that before had ever existed on the earth. 

As this Organon of Bacon has been the beacon- 
light of mankind to guide him to the true philoso- 
phy, and to the improvement of his physical condi- 
tion, so wiil this work of Madison, as I trust and 
predict, be his beacon-light to guide him to the true 
science of free government, and to the improve- 
ment of his political condition. The science. of 
free government; the most difficult of all the sci- 
ences, by far the most difficult, while it is the most 
important to mankind; of all the slowest in growth, 
the latest in maturity. Not the science which has 
penetrated the causes and explained to mankind 
the phenomena of the heavens is so difficult; that 
has been found of easier and more rapid attain- 
ment. Indeed, the difficulties to be overcome in 
evolving this science are so great, that we are to 
wonder less at its tardy advances, than at its final 
success. In the first place, it requires the deepest 
and most perfect insight into the nature of man: of 
man rot only in his general nature, but as modified 
by society, which every where has superinduced 
and clothed him with a second nature denominated 
habit; and that as diversified as the countries he in- 
habits. Then it requires that faculty of compre- 
hensive combination, which is the rarest of all the 
gifts of God to man, and which, whenever and 
wherever it appears, seems destined to produge an 
era in human affairs; a faculty of combining into a 
whole, where the elements to be combined are so 
various as te be almost infinite; a whole perfect in 
relation to all its parts, and its parts perfect in rela- 
tien to the whole. Besides, the perfect model of 
the free government is not like the perfect model of 
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any-other science. Of every other science, the per~ 
. „fect model any where is the perfect model every 
where, and every. where.alike is perfect. The per- 
. feet. watch at Washington, for instance, is the per- 
feet watch at Canton, and“ so all. over the globe; 
but not sọ the perfect model of the free government: 
that, though the .principles are the same- every. 
where, the form varies as. the circumstances vary, 
ofthe people by whom it is established; to which 
circumstances it must always be adjusted and made 
to conform. i 

Those confederacies had all proved signal 
failures as effective Governments, both in war and 
peace; and entirely for the want of that form of 
structure and principle of combination that. would 
reconcile absolute sovereignty in the nation with 

“sovereignty in the States, as parts of one nation— 
as consistent and harmonious parts of one supreme 
sovereignty: This principle, unexplored and un- 
Known before, was developed. and displayed, most 
happily so, in the structure of our confederate and 
national republic. 

This work now proposed to be published will 
unfold to. us all the steps of that diversified analysis 
and - discovery which lead to this happy and splen- 
did result, ' 

: Those who think (if any think) that the result 
itself, namely, the Constitution—of itself and by 
itself, will be enough for the instruction of mankind 
où this subject, are much. mistaken. For there is 
avast difference between. the knowledge which is 
acquired analytically, and that which is acquired 
synthetically; the latter is but isolated knowledge, 
the former is knowledge that is the consequence of 
‘other knowledge. Synthesis. gives to us a general 
truth, but acquired in a mode that is barren of 
“other fruit; analysis not only gives to us the same 
general truth, but puts us on the track of invention 
and discovery, and is always fertile of other, and 
often of better fruit: synthesis carries us to a foun- 
tain head, but never beyond; but analysis carries 
us beyond, and to the fountain of that fountain; 
it places us upon an eminence that overtops and 
overlooks the general truth in the wide survey it 
commands and gives to us; and as to that general 
truth, it enables us not only to comprehend it more 
perfectly, but to apply it more successfully. This 
is at once a branch and the great instrument of that 
primal philosophy of which Bacon speaks, and 

. whose cultivation he so highly recommends—the 
philosophy of philosophy; the common mother of 
all the sciences, and by which alone their boun- 
daries can be extended. He compares it to the 
Berecynthia, whom the poets of old fabled to be the 
mother of all the Gods: __ 

“Omnes cælicolas, omnes supera aita 

Tenenies.”” 
Of such is the nature, and such will be the fruits to 
mankind, of the work now proposed to be given to 
the world. 

Further to awaken our sensibility on this subject, 
I need not remind the Senate how much we owe to 
a name that is to render the name of this country 
respectable in every other on this globe; the clarum 
elvenerabile nomen. Nations have lived upon the 
earth who have become extinct, and been lost to the 
memory of mankind;.but never when: the clarum et 
venerabile nomen had illustrated their annals. The 
clarum etveneradile nomen is the true elixir of na- 
tional immortality. What has this country? what 
can she ever have, that would be an equivalent to 
her in exchange for the name of her Washington? 
that star of stars in the diadems that sparkle on 
the brow of nations? Not the diadem that sparkies 
on the brow of Greece, not the diadem that sparkies 
on the brow of Rome, has one of equal brilliancy. 
No: it stands peerless on the earth, and alone in 
glory. Though it can never be a contest whose 
name is to do the most honor to our country, and, 
mors than all others, to carry her name associated 
with his, and emblazoned by his, down through ail 
the endless generations of mankind to follow, for 
all the endless ages of time to come, yet among the 
names to cluster around his, and to form the con- 

. Stellavion (may it multiply to agalaxy) of Ameri- 
can worthies; not one will ever shine with a purer, 
with a brighter, or more inextinguishable lustre than 


that of Madison. 
If, then, this appropriation was merely to express 
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a nation’s gratitude to a nation’s benefactor, it 
wotld be the least it- would become her to. make. 
But, besides that, we are to consider that itis to pur- 
chase for this country, and for mankind, a treasure 
of imstraction, whose value no money can. measure, 
“no figures can express. i j 


REMARKS OF MR. McKEON, 
l Or New York; 


In the Howse of Representatives, February 10, 1837—_ 


On the motion to-issue a warrant for the arrest 

of Reuben M. Whitney for contempt. 

Mr. McKEON said, that intending to vote in the 
negative on the question which had been submitted 
to the consideration of the House, he was aware 
that he thereby would subject himself to the cen- 
sures (if such they might be called) of his friend 
from Maryland (Mr. Jenifer) who had just taken 
his seat. He (Mr. McK.) saw in the case before 
him not that of Reuben M. Whitney. He passed 
by. Mr. Whitney. He viewed the matter in a 
broader light. He saw in it the proposal to arrest 
an American citizen. It involved the decision of a 
principle which would be capable of striking down 
not only the humblest but the highest in the nation. 
It called into action the exercise of a power which 
was to be felt not only within the circle of this 
District, but from Maine to Louisiana, wherever 
the jurisdiction of- this confederacy might operate. 
It carried with it the means of dragging any man 
from his home, his family, his business, to answer 
the behests of a majority of this House. I ask 
gentlemen (said Mr. McK.) whether the individual 
who is now before us is not, so far as the knowledge 
of this House is concerned, a private citizen? So 
far as we yet know, he has noconnection with your 
departments. I ask the gentleman from Maryland, 
whether the person alluded to is not a private citi- 
zen, covered by our laws, and protected by our 
Constitution? I understand my friend to yield his 
assent to this point. Well, sir, under your Consti- 
tution his liberty, his life, his property, his papers, 
are secured; and yet, under the power claimed 
during this debate, and proposed to be exercised, 


:; What securiiy had he, or any other man, against 


an invasion of his rights? Opposed, as I have ever 
been, to the doctrine of contempts, I would ask'gen- 
tlemen what must be the consequences of their 
insisting on. this right? 

uppose, sir, your committee had sentits mandate 


‘to one of my constituents, whose business would 


not allow him, without sacrifice, to obey the com- 
mand, he would naturally ask under what law he 
was bound to obey. I maybe told that he would 
be guilty of contempt, at least of constructive.con- 
tempt of the House, by refusing to obey the sum- 
mons. Sir, I told you, when your .committee was 
formed, that in many cases it would be powerless, 


- That committee never could have a contempt com- | 


mitted against it by refusal to obey ‘its orders. 
Your rules say that subpeenas and warrants shall 
be under the Speaker’s hand. We are told that the 
subpeena, in this case, was under the hand of the 
chairman of your select committee. Put again, it 
is insisted that you have given the power to send 
for persons and papers. By what authority can 
this House delegate its power, if such it has, to any 
portion of this body. The House itself only-holds 
its own powers by delegation. No, sir, there could 
be no contempt by a refusal to obey this summons. 
I know J shall astonish the member who last ad- 
dressed you when I assert that I have no doubt of 
the want of power of the committee in this matter; 
and I very much doubt the power of this House, at 
least without the sanction of a law, to drag an in- 
dividual before our bar for a contempt of this na- 
ture. Issue your warrant, and deliver it to your 
Sergeant-at-arms; if its execution is resisted, can 
he call, as a ministerial officer of a court, for as- 
sistance. I shouid think not. Youhave no guards 
to enforce your order, and it. will be inoperative. 
The system of privileges and contempts has grown 


up in this country by assimilating the. powers of | 


this House to those of the British House of Com- 
mons. A system has been claimed and exercised 
in England under what is known as parliamentary 
law. Its encroachments have been silently, but 


IX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


A pets Case of R. M. Whitney—Mr. McKeon. — w S 


` conduct. 


Feb. 1837, 


steadily, made upon the mass of the people, until 


i; precedents of the most appalling character can he 


found. ‘The analogy in the cases of contempt does 
not hold good, This House, as a portion of the 
Government, obtains its power from the Constitu- 
tion. In that instrument the privileges of the mem- 
bers of this House are defined, and the rights of this 
House are pointed out clearly and distinetly. “ 

If, however, the practices and parliamentary 
law of one branch of the British Government are to 
control the liberties of the American people, instead 
of the written Constitution of the land, better at 
once had it be known. If this principle of action 
is lo govern, let us at once break down every bar- 
rier, and let the executive, the judicial, and, I may 
say, all the legislative power be transferred to the 
majority of this House. Hesitate not to proceed 
in this case. You will find precedents in parlia- 
mentary history of the deputies'of the Sergeant-at- 
arms being sent to break open the trunks, and 
bring the papers before the House of Commons, of 
a private individual. Make that the foundation of 
your movements; make that the precedent of your 
Add another example of the exercise of 
the power of this branch of the Government, and 
you will not long be building up a system which 
will ultimately crush the rights of those whose ser- 
vants we are. What! is this to be the rule in a 
country professing to be governed by written laws? 
Will you have the Boldness to say that, without 
due process of law, you will deprive a man of his 
liberty? ‘The next step will be easy—to deprive 
him of life. Do gentlemen observe the conclusion 
which the proposition must lead to? Do they not 
see that you throw into the hands of a majority of 
this House a most tremendous power, which may 
be exerted cither as political excitement or any oth- 
er feeling of the hour may direct? We never can, 
under our present system, know what may be con- 
tempts. All remains in doubt. An editor may be 
brought before one of the branches of the Govern- 
ment for a libel. But yesterday it was proposed to 
punish for contempt a member for asking a ques- 
tion, and to-day you propose another case. If yon 
wish to arrest and to punish, you ought—at least, if 
you have the constitutional power to enact laws on 
the subject, yon ought—to inform the people for 
what offences they are punishable. It was deemed 
the essence of tyranny to place the edicts of the su- 
preme power so high that they. could not be read. 
You go farther. You let the crimes and the pun- 
ishment remain undefined. You allow them to 
remain in the hearts of a majority of this House, 
and yet I have supposed I had been born and lived 
in a Government of liberal principles. Sir, I can 
imagine no despotism more complete than that 
which leaves the citizen in ignorance of the laws 
to which he is bound to yield obedience, and which 
makes the accuser the jury to try, and the judge to 
award punishment. I war with oppression of any 
character, but above all with oppression of this 
nature, which keeps its instruments of torture con- 
cealed from the public gaze, and at any moment 
may seize upon its victims. 

There is one point of view in which this particn- 
lar case is to be examined? Called upon to arrest 
an individual, are we not to investigate the causes 
of this proposition. Your committee not only re- 
port that the individual refuses to appear, but they 
report the reasons, as offored by him, for such refu- 


‘sal. Isitnot part of the testimony on which we 
| are called to make our decision? shail we order him 


to be incarcerated because he. refused to go before 
the committee, because. as he states, he has reason 
to believe he may not be safe? Sir, I am not dis- 
posed to argue this question, and decide on the ex- 
tent of his fears in this matter. It is sufficient that 
the witness declared this opinion. For one I can- 
not consent to forcibly place him before us after 
giving this reason for his disobedience of the sum- 
mons of the committee. Moreover, you will com- 
mence a course of proceedings which will end in 
no beneficial results, and will consume the time of 
ihe House whichis demanded for other purposes, 
involving the highest considerations. 

I regret, sir, the allusion made to the President. 
Why ishis name brought into this discussion? This 
isnot a case which any party should endeavor to 
make use of for any purpose. We are establishing 
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 prought to bear perhaps upon some of us. It is a 
question. involv ng the most momentous conse- 
quences, and reaches to every man in the country, 
no matter to what party he may be attached. The 
President's letter referred to by the gentleman from 
Maryland will speak for itself, and justice be 

_ awarded to its author, by an intelligent people... He 
seeks no concealment. If he has résisted an at- 
tempt to invade the private affairs of our citizens, 
he deserve the thanks of the country. Sir, I will 
detain the House no longer. No man will go fur- 
ther than I willto defend the rights and privileges 
of this House; but I never will advance over the 
prostrated rights of the people. When gentlemen 
tall: of the rights and. privileges of this House, I 
must he heard in defence of those'rights and privi- 
leges of the people, which, in my opinion, are of 
paramount consequence. I never will, as a mem- 
ber of this House, arrogate powers which shall be 
dangerous to public and private security. I never 
will call into action, powers at best doubtful, and 
which can only be exercised by invading the rights 
and privileges of the American ‘people. 


SPEECH OF MR. VANDERPOEIs, 
Or New Yorxr, 

In the House of Representatives, February 11, 1837— 
On the resolution declaring that slaves have no 
right to petition Congress. 

` The following resolution, “That any member who shall here- 

ater present any petition from eny of the slaves of this Union, 

ought to be considered as regardless of the feelings of this 

House, the rights of the southern States, and unfriendly to the 

Union,” having been rejected on Thursday, the Sih instant, 

and being reconsidered, the following was offered as a substitute 

for it, viz: , 

«he honorable John Quincy Adams, having inquired of the 
Speaker whether it would bein order for him to present a pe- 
tion purporting to be from slaves, and the Speaker having 
appealed to the House for instructions, 

Resolved, That the House cannot receive the said petition 
without disregarding its own dignity, the rights of a large class 
of the citizens of the south and west, and the Constitution of 
the United States.” 


The following was also offered: 


“ Resolved, That slaves do not possess the right of petition 
secured to the people of the United States by the Constitu- 


ion.” 


The above being under consideration— 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said he congratulated the 
House and the whole country that this important 
and agitating subject was about to assume such a 
shape,-as that all, or nearly all, portions of the 
House, might and would unite in doing and de- 
claring something that the crisis demanded. He 
had voted for the original resolution which was re- 
jected day before yesterday, and the vote to reject 
which. had just been reconsidered. In voting’ for 
it, he had no difficulties or scruples to overcome. 
He believed in one and all of the propositions which 
it either expressed or implied. He would be 
ashamed of himself, if he ever could have supposed 
that slaves had a right to petition this body, or any 
legislative body of any State where slavery exists; 
nor had he any doubt of the soundness or justness 
of the. proposition, that if any gentleman should 
hereafter present a petition from slaves, he would 
justly expose himself to the displeasure, if not the 
censure, of this Howse.. The idea that slaves had a 
right to petition the American Congress was indeed 
too monstrous to justify any labored attempt at re- 
fuiation; but at the same time he was well satisfied 
that the vote upon the resolution of the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Patton) was not an expression 
Of the sense of a majority of this House upon the 
abstract right of slaves to petition. He believed, 
he hoped, fer the honor of the nation, that there 
were not twenty members in this House who be- 
lieved in the abstract right of slaves to petition Con- 
gress. At the same time, he knew that the. vote of 
Thursday, which he (Mr. V.) so much deplored, 
was not a fair exponent of the sense of the majority 


of this House as to the right of slaves to petition, © 


as would be demonstrated. by.the vote which would 
now soon be given. . . 

Tt would be recollected that the resolution which 
was just reconsidered, confained some two or three 
propositions-so connected as to be indivisible; pro- 
positions in one of which gentlemen might believe, 


a precedent—a precedent which, if it reaches some 
one Without these walls to-day, will hereafter be- 


and disbelieve the residue. A gentleman from || 


New Jersey, (Mr. Parker) had moved a divisionof 
the resolution of the gentleman from Virginia, so 
as to get a vote upon each distinct proposition, and 


the Chair very properly decided, that the resolution, 


was so worded, that if the võte upon the first pro- 
position were taken, no distinct independent sub- 
stantive proposition would be left, and the resolu- 
tion was not therefore susceptible of division. It 
wasto be swallowed then as one simbroken dose. 
Many géntlemen to his (Mr. V’s) knowledge, had 
voted against it, because they supposed it involved 
a very severé censure upon the honorable gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams,) others 
voted against it, because it impeached, in advance, 
as they supposed, the motives of some honorable 
member of this House, who under some very pecu- 


liar circumstances might hereafter deem it a duty. 


to present a petition from a slave. As a whole, 
therefore, they voted against it, though, as I well 
know, they believed that siaves have constitution- 
ally no right to petition Congress. And yet the 
honorable gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 


Pickens,) has told us that he did not vote upon the. 


motion to reconsider, becase he believes: that the 
vote of Thursday was a fair exponent of the sense 
of a majority of this House upon the abstract right 
of slaves to petition! The gentleman’s course was, 
no doubt, a conscientious one; but he entreated 
him to review a resolution which he (Mr. V.) 
feared he had too precipitately formed. Was the 
stand he had taken kind to those gentlemen of the 
north who had for the last two years so firmly co- 
operated with us heré and elsewhere, in all mea- 
sures that were calculated to frustrate the mischie- 
vous doings of northern abolitionists? was it not 


. any thing but charitable? I tell the gentleman that I 


know, becanse they have told me so, that many 
gentlemen from the north: voted in the majority on 
Thursday, because they supposed that the resolu- 
tion then negatived, implied a severe imputation 
upon ‘the motives of the gentleman from Massachu- 
seits. 5 


And does he still adhere to the sentiment that 
that resolution is a fair exponent of the sense 
of the majority of this House, and is he still 
unwilling to aid gentlemen in any effort they 
may make to set themselves right before this 
House and this nation? Suppose that whole 
numbers of northern gentlemen should rise in 
their places, and tell us that they did not believe 
in the right of slaves to petition, but that they voted 
in the negative on Tharsday, because the resolu- 
tion, then under consideration, implied, as they 
supposed, a most unmerited and cruel impeach- 
ment of the motives of an honorable member of 
this House, would the gentleman from South. Caro- 
lina still ‘pertinaciously adhere to his faith? would 
he still persist in the course he had prescribed for 
himself? He appealed to that gentleman’s high 
sense of justice, and he appealed to his regard for 
the past efforts of northern gentlemen to put down 
the abolitionists, and to his regard for that great 
southern interest which was assailed by the peti- 
tions with which fanatics were constantly pesterirg 
us. Sir, said Mr. V. I will not impeach the mo- 
tives which have influenced any gentlemen in the 
course they have seen fit to pursue in relation to 
this agitating subject. They are deubtiess patrio- 
tic. ButI will take ccecasion to say, that as a 
northern man, opposed with all my soul to the mad 
schemes of the northern abolitionists, and feeling 
the full weight of obligation that rests upon me to 
fulfil that sacred compact ‘of the Constitution—not 
to interefere with the domestic relations of our 
southern brethren, my incentives to duty have 
by no means been strengthened by the speeches, 
the doctrines, and the propositions, of the hono- 
rable gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Pickens,) and of other southern gentlemen who 
have advocated his policy, his views, and his mea- 
sures, upon this subject. We have for we last 
two years heard much here to uy our patience, if 
not lo abate our zeal in thé good cause. We had 
heard entirely too much of blodd and disunion; too 
much hurling of defiance, to afford us encourage- 
ment, to stimulate us to renewed vigor in the path 
of duty Sir, there are many southern gentlemen 
whe do not seem to appreciate our position at the 


‘near at heart. 


north. We mow have; and always will have; 1 š 
aŭd fanaties there, as well as elsewhere.’ We 

know we can keep them in subjection; if their-arms” 
are hot nerved, and their ranks are. not-thickéened, . 


by the indiscretion of our southern brethieri.:. Tiis © 


at the north where the battle against the abolition- - 


‘ists is to be fought. Wé will do the work for yau; 


my friends from the south, nobly and gallantly; 
but, in the name of justice, cheer- and encourage’ - 
us with your kindness’ and “friendship, instead of 
irritating us with menace, with: denunciation’ ’ 
and ebullitions of defiance. Do ‘not ‘propose 

measures so harsh and -wnréasonable,* as to 

drive from us any of that” great moral” think- ` 
ing mass of northern population, ‘that’ now” 
sustains and encourages us- ih our efforts 

to put down the abolitionists. ‘Think, gentlemén, ` 


difficulties at home, dnd’ reinforce the enemy you: 
wish to subdue. I conjure southern gentlemen to 
think of, to appreciate, these considerations. "They, 
are dictated by a spirit of friendship, by a spirit of 
fidelity to the Constitution. Think you‘ not that 
harsh speeches anid harsh measures Operate against 
your cause? An honorable gentleman from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Pinckney,) intthe ardor.of debate; 
had resorted to a simile, which, if tme, might rather — 
have been waived.. He told us that he’ would as 


. soon believe that a cow or a horse, a doy. or a cat, 


had aright to petition, as that a negro, slave had a 
right to petition this House. Speeches’ ‘like these, : 
and measures that are akin to them, furrtish: texta 
from which abolitionists will write and: ‘preach ` 
whole volumes. Let southern gentlemen'temper ` 
their valor with a little discretion, ‘and, my word ~ 
for it, all will yet be well.: We of the north, the 
great mass of the north, will fulfil the compact ‘to 
the letter and spirit... We recognised your property 
in slaves when we entered into solemn covenant 
and union with you. “We. solemnly agreed that: 
slaves should form part of the basis of your repre- 
sentation on this floor; and, until-we become 
wretches, and wholly insensible ‘to the obligations 
of covenant and duty, WE WILL FAITHFULLY FULFIL 
THE COMPACT. : 

It was necessary that he should say a few. 
words as to the right of slaves-to petition. He «was 
surprised that any intelligent gentleman Had seri-. 
ously. contended for this right. It was wholly incon- 
sistent with the idea of property in slaves, which all 
who understood the relation of master and slave 
must admit to exist. A slaveis not a.cifizen in 
the eye of the Constitution. His political exist- 
ence is merged in that of his master. H¢ cannot 
prosecute m your courts of justice; he cannot pe- 
tition your legislative assemblies. Sir, I know 
enough of the sentiments of the State which I have, 
the honor in part to represent, to feel assured, that 
before slavery was abolished in New York, a pro- 
position to presenta petition from slaves to the 
New York Legislature, would have been regarded 
as an insult. It wouldhave awakened ‘here'as great 
a measure of indignation as has been here exhi- 
bited within the last five days. Sir, what has the: 
Legislature of New York lately done to indieate its 
abhorrence of the movements of modern abolition- 
ists? A petition was there very recently presented 
to cnlarge the political rights of free negroes; ema- 
nating, no doubt, from the same sources: that are 
constantly agitating us here; and eo instanti that it 
was presented, its prayer was indignantly rejected 
by an almost unanimous vote of the popular branch 
of the New York Legislature. There was little or 
no sympathy for abolitionists there. New York is 
sound to fhe core upon this subject; and he had no 
fear that she would ever become otherwise. 

-An honorable gentleman. from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Cushipg,) had favored us with a very elos 
guent and able speech a few. days ago, but the 
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great defect-of it was, that it. did. not meet the true 
question, Admit. that the right of petition is. pre- 
existent to, and independent of, the Constitution, the 
question still recurs, whether it is- not to freemen 
. ànd to freemen alone, thatit attaches. The Consti- 


‘tution secures to the people the right peaceably. to 


assemble and petition the Government for a.redress 
of grievances. . Had any- one, before to day, ever 
dreamed that. the appellation of “the people” em- 
braced slaves? Sir, I hesitate not to declare that, 
were Į a southern man, I would not submit to the 
doctrine, that slaves have a right to petition, if Con- 
gress were ever mad enough to sanction it.. Nay, I 
go further, and declare, that, as a northern man, I 
would not submit to it. I would not brook the de- 
gradation of listening to and entertaining that which 
it belongs to freemen alone to address to us. The 
honorable gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Ad- 
‘ams) had faneied and stated some cases, in which 
it might be expedient to entertain a petition from a 
slave. Sir, said Mr. V.I could have hoped that that 
gentleman was ton sound a logician to suppose, 
that extreme and far fetched cases against a propo- 
sition prove its unsoundness. ‘On the contrary the 
maxim “Exceptio probat regulam,” was a sound max- 
im of law and philosophy. Thegentleman hadsup- 
posed the case of a slave wandering or driven into 
a foreign country, and there cruelly oppressed. He 
asks, would you notentertaina petition for his relief? 
Suppose, sir, you should here passa broad andsweep- 
ing resolution, that petitions should not be received 
from slaves,and thatany gentleman who should thers- 
after present such petition would be regarded as in- 
sulting the House. Suppose that, after this, a gen- 
tleman should rise in his place, and state that he 
„had received a petition from an American slave in 
‘a foreign country, who was there most cruelly op- 
pore that he had endeavored to find his master, 
ut had not been able to find him; that he submit- 
ted it, most respectfully, to the House, to determine 
whether it would receive such petition; and the 
House were to determine, as matter of grace and fa- 
vor, that.the petition should be received. Would 
this extreme case prove the unsoundness of the 
general proposition, that slaves have constitution- 
ally no right to petition? No, sir; it would not 
militate against the soundness of the general rule. 
But evén in such a ease, the proper course would 
be for the slave to Jay his ease before our minister 
or consul abroad. Let the minister or cônsul com- 
municate the facts to your Executive, and if he re- 
gards it as a case requiring legislative interposition, 
let him communicate it to Congress. - I deny, there- 
fore, that even under such extreme circumstances, 
a slave would, as matter of strict right, have a right 
directly to petition Congress. And was it indeed 
so very strange that this right of petition was not 
a universal right? He appealed to his friends and 
colleagues trom the North, whether there were not 
Some persons in our section of the Union legally 
incapable of petitioning even your courts of jus- 
tice, An infant, a person under twenty-one years 
of age, can there only petition a judicial tribunal by 
his guardian or next friend. Tell me not then that 
the right of petition to courts of justice, or legisla- 
tive bodies, is a universal right; that it is not modi- 
fied or limited by the laws and relations of society. 
He would not longer discuss this point. He had 
already dwelt too long upon it. To discuss it was 
paying too much respect to it. ILwasa point which 
he could have hoped would never have been moot- 
ed in an American Congress. 

Sir, said Mr. V. let me not be misunderstood. 
At the same time that I regret the indiscretions 
that flow from the deep feeling of the South upon 
this agitating subject, I feel every disposition to 
make very liberal allowances for the feeling which 
there prevails, and which is the parent of these indis- 
eretions to which Ihave adverted. Be assured, 
sir, that all that staunch and thinking portion of the 
North which is able to appreciaie the benefits, and 
is disposed to fulfil the obligations, that result from 
our glorious Union, regard the sensitiveness of our 
southren brethren as being by nomeans unnatural. 
A great portion of the south imagines that a con- 


spiracy is going on in the nonslaveholding States’ 


against their property; nay, more than this, that in- 
struments are there being sharpened, to be putin 
the hand of the southern 


slave, and to be raised 
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-against his master. That this apprehension was a 
deep, if not a growing öne; he, Mr. V. was. fully 
aware. But, was it not very probable that the na- 
tural fears of our southern friends should a little 

' magnify the dangers that actually existed? So far 
as his ‘experience and observation extended, he 

` felt justified in saying that the abolitionists had the 
faculty of making a great deal of noise, and “creat- 

‘ing the greatest sensation, with very little materi- 
als. ‘When at home, he heard very little of them. 
Once ina while they would honor him with a pa- 
per, which served no other office but to light a 
candle or ignite a segar. “But as to any evidence 
of the fact which some southern gentlemen were 
constantly putting to us, that the abolitionists were 
growing so rapidly and alarmingly in strength and 
consequénée, he must confess that he (Mr. V.) had 
no personal knowledge of its actual existence. 
From what he knew of them, he would say, that 
they seeemed to be very well versed in the game 
of “brag;” but when their actual hand came 
to be tesied, it would turn out not to be 
by a tenth part so formidable as they pre- 
tended. . Did the number of petitions, and the 
number of petitioners whose names were paraded 
to us here, ferm any just criterion by-which to de- 


‘termine their strength? He was speaking in the 


hearing of men who were too familiar with the fa- 
cility with which names were procured to petitions, 
to suppose that any formidable array of names to 
these petitions furnished any just cause of alarm. 
Sir, you-can get thousands of signatures in every 
community to almost any petition, praying for the 
most preposterons objects in nature. One of the 
wisest and most accurate observers of men and 
things, that this or any other country had ever pro- 
duced, once remarked, that he had made it a point 
never to pay much attention, or attach much im- 
portance, to any paper or petition that had more 
than one name or signature to it; that there was 
no responsibility any where, when vast numbers 
thus united. Petitions formed the most fallacious 
evidence in the world of public opinion. If they 
were so in relation to ordinary matters, he had know- 
ledge enough to feel authorized to say, that they 
were emphatically so in relation te this subject. 
He had had abundant evidence of it, since the aboli- 
tionists had commenced their mad and impractica- 
ble work. They had never done him the honor to 
entrust him (Mr. V.) with any of their petitions 
for presentation here. Perhaps they knew his 
sentiments too well upon this question to entrust 
him with them. A petition from his district had, 
however, been presented by one of his colleagues at 
the last session of Congress. He had had the curiosi- 
ty to cast his eye over it, and found it headed by 
a most influential gentleman. Mr. V. immediate- 
ly addressed him a note, informing him that his 
valuable and influential name had thus arrived here, 
and was perverted to most mischievous and in- 
cendiary purposes; and the gentleman very prompt- 
ly returned him a letter, requesting him to withdraw 
his name, and informed him of the circumstances 
under which he had thoughtlessly put his signature 
to this petition. Before the abolition question had 
become one of fearful interest or notoriety, a mu- 
latto man, a barber, who was accustomed every 
morning to shave the petitioner, one day presented 
to him in his shop this petition, and he signed it 
hastily, and without the least reflection. 

A great proportion of the other petitioners signed 
it, no doubt, as thoughtlessly as did this gentleman; 
and when presented here, the friends of the aboli- 
tionists claim, and gentlemen from the South seem 
too readily to fear, that petitions like these consti- 
tute sormething like evidence of public opinion at 
the North. He (Mr. V.) could have hoped that 
we had had too much experience upon this point, 
within the last four years, 10 confide too readily in 
the force of such evidence. “We could not so soon 
have forgotten the flood of petitions, the countless 
names of petitioners, which were poured in upon us 
duringethe memorable panic session. From these 
documents it seemed that whole communities were 
Unanimous in their anxiety for the restoration of 
the deposites to the bank of the United States, and 
that not one-tenth of the electors of this country 
Would sustain the President in this great measure. 
The election, the true test of publie opinion, came 
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on, and where then were these armies of petition. 
ers? Let. the elections of 1834 answer. Why 
then, sir, with all the lessons of experience before 
us, telling us how deceptive is that evidence of 
public opinion which is derived from 
should our friends from the South so readily take 
alarm from abolition petitions? We have had ex- 
citements at the North arising from other causes; 
which swept like a tornado over our region; ex. 
citements that originated in the best and purest 
feelings of our nature, but. which, unfortunately 


for the results which they at first promised, soon 


became intermingled with the political Struggles of 
the day. He need hardly say, that he alluded to 
the antimasonic excitement, which was a pure and 
hallowed indignation at a most barbarous outrage 
upon, the person of an American citizen, and re- 
mained so until old political hacks, broken down 
politicians, mounted the whirlwind which it raised, 
for the purpose of riding into those high places 
which they could never reach without some most 
It had its day in the 
State where it originated, and was now on the 
wane. Though: pure in its inception, the moment 
it was perverted to political purposes, the people 
had sagacity enough to see the mischievous ends 
to which it was attempted to be prostituted, and 


-firmness enough to: resist, and successfully resist, 


its anward strides. Imposing as it once was, pure 
as it was in its origin, it could not secure to those 
who mounted it as a hobby, political power in the 
State where it had its birth. Sir, the fate of that 
excitement is to the friends of the Union, the 
friends cf the South at the North, an ample guar- 
anty that the abolition excitement can never be 
successfully perverted there to party purposes. It 
has- not the aliment of principle and justice to sus- 
tain and feed it, which, before it was turned to po- 
litical ends, the antimasonic excitement could 
boast. Tt cannot, it will not, be a means of se- 


f curing political power, though demagogues and un- 


principled men may endeavor to render it so. A 
great majority of the northern people are a reading, 


.a thinking, and a reasoning people. They are 


devotedly attached to the Union, and will not con- 
tribute to any state of things that might possibly 
blot out a star or a stripe from the banner that floats 
overit. When mad or desperate men shall propose 
to tarn the abolition excitement to party purposes, 


we know, sir, that with the people of the north 


discomfiture will be their doom. The weapons of 
truth, of argument, and of patriotism, are against 
them. We will then be, as we have hitherto been, 
faithful to our southern brethren. We will tell 
our constituents of the obligations imposed upon 
them by the Constitution. We will tell them that 
the freemen of the north and the freemen of the 
south, fought shoulder to shoulder in the great 
struggle of the revolution, for the rich blessings we 
now enjoy; that when your independence was an- 
nounced to the world, each State was sovereign 


„and independent, and that the institution of domes- 


tic slavery then existed in most, if not in all, of the 
old thirteen States; that the warm climate ‘of the 
southern States disabled the white man from ef- 
ficiently laboring there, and that this circumstance 
had contributed to render the slave property of 
the south a great and most vital interest; that com- 
mon safety and common interest required a 
bond of union for States that had so freely 
poured out their blood and treasure for the 
rich. inheritance we now enjoy; that our south- 
ern friends would not enter into such bond 
of union with us, without some stipulations 
or provisions in the articles of union by which, 
their property in slaves, this great southern interest 
might be saved from losses and hazards, that might 
otherwise have resulted from the Uniom that for 


the great purposes of “forming a more perfect Union, - 


establishing justice, insuring domestic tranquillity, pro- 
viding for the common defence, promoting the general 
welfare,and securing the blessings cf liberty to them- 
selves and their posterily,” the people of the United 
States did solemnly ordain and establish a Consti- 
tution for the United States of America. That 
this sacred instrument, expressly recognises this 
property in slaves, and establishes it as part of the 
basis of representation on this floor; that it pro- 
hibited Congress, prior to the year 1808, from passe 
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ing any law to preclude the importation of slaves 
into the States; that it compels the people of one 


State to deliver up to the owners, fugitive slaves į 


from another State. We will appeal to the duties 
and obligations that flow from this solemn compact, 
this sacred instrument which has been the source 
of so much happiness and prosperity, and will 
boldly ask the people of the North, “will you 
dishonor those fathers, who in ordaining the Con- 
stitution, were actuated by the high and affectionate 
motive of “SECURING THE BLESSINGS OF LIBERTY 
TO THEMSELVES AND THIR POSTERITY,” by violating 
one jot or tittle of the covenants into which they 
entered for such high and hallowed purposes?” 
Sir, we know what will be- the response. They 
will greet us with their benedictions for our exertions 
here to save the Constitution, and nobly say to us 
“we will not dishonor our fathers by violating what 
they have so wisely and solemnly ordained; we will 
hot, from a false and mistaken philanthropy, do or 
suffer to be done aught that may tend to tear and 
scatter into fragments our great and glorious 
Union!” ; : 

And suppose, sir, that we, should then be told 
that the abolitionists,in the petitions they address 
to Congress, do not propose to interfere with slave- 
ry in the States; that they only ask for the abolition 
of slavery in the District of Columbia. We would 
still continue our expostulations with a perfect 
confidence of triumph and success. We would tell 
our friends of the north that when Virginia and 
Maryland ceded to the United States jurisdiction 
over this ten miles square, they were both, and 
now are, slave-holding States. We would ask 
them, had Virginia and Maryland imagined. that 
the American Congress would have emancipated 
the slaves of this District, while slavery with them 
was a great and vital interest—think you that they 
would ever have ceded their jurisdiction over this 
territory, and thus make it the great armory where 
the weapons of incendiaries and abolitionists would 
be collected, to be sent forth and scattered among 
their slaves? They would not, sir, hesitate to give 
the natural and the proper answer. We would 
then appeal to their sense of justice, and ask them, 
whether by abolishing slavery in the District of 
Columbia, while all the circumjacent country, with 
which this District was once connected, is deeply 
interested in slave property; while Virginia and 
Maryland are both slaveholding States; we would 
not violate the spirit of the compact by which Ma- 
tyland and Virginia ceded their jurisdiction over 
this district to the United States; whether by abo- 
lishing slavery, in this District, we would not com- 
mit a gross fraud, nay, perpetrate a shocking out- 
rage upon two of the old thirteen States that have 
such strong: claims upon our justice and our af- 
fection; the one having given birth to Washington, 
the other having contributed her full quota of gal- 
lant actors upon almost every battle field of the 
revolution? And to these questions, too, be assured, 
sir, we would receive, from a vast majority of the 
people of the north, the reply which good faith, and 
a deep-rooted love for the Union would dictate. 

Mr. V. said that he had been very unexpectedly 
drawn into this debate. He had had no intention 
to speak, till he had heard the remarks of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. Pickens.) He 
could not reconcile it with his sense of duty, as a 
northern man, to sit still, after the speech which 
that honorable gentleman had delivered. . 

He had said that he had heard too many threats 
of blood and disunion since he had had the honor 
of a seathere. Had we been tald by a gentleman 
from the South that the Potomac wouid soon be 
the dividing line, and that its waters would be crim- 
soned with blood? These threats had ceased to 
frighten any body. When he (Mr. V.) had first 
entered this House, he always felt a holy horror 
when gentlemen presented to us the dreadful alter- 
native of disunion! But, sir, it had no power long- 
er to shake ‘his nerves. He had become used to 
it; for it had become quite an old story. Threats 
of disunion had become as familiar here as house- 
hold words. Gentlemen aimost daily talked about 
setting up for themselves, “ as flippantly as maids 
do talk of puppy dogs,” and no one was longer dis- 
turbed by it He would not longer permit him- 
self to be troubled with the apprehension of even 


the possibility of disunion. The north, though it 
hada few weak and deluded men, and officious 
women, would sacredly regard. and faithfully fal- 


‘fill all the obligations that resulted from the 


“Union.” There was patriotism enough at the 
North, and patriotism and discretion enough at the 
South, to save this glorious fabric of our Union. 
Delusion and fanaticism would have only a brief 
and harmless career. i 


EEDENI 
ABOLITION PETITIONS. 


SPEECH OF MR. FRENCH, 
Or Kentucky. 

Inthe House of Representatives, February 9, 1837.— 
Upon the resolutions offered by Mr. Tuomrson 
of South Carolina, which are as follows, to wit: 
Resolved 1. That the Hon. John Quincy Adams, 

a member of this House, by stating in -his place, 

that he had in his possession a paper, purporting to 

be a petition from slaves, and inquiring if it came 
within the meaning of a resolution heretofore 
adopted (as preliminary to its presentation) has 
given color to the idea that slaves have the right of 
petition, and of his readiness to be their organ, and 
that, for the same, he deserves the censure of this 

House. : 

2. Resolved, That the aforesaid John Q. Adams 
receive acensure from the Speaker, in the presence 
of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. Bynum had offered the following as a sub- 
stitute: Strike out all after the word resolved, and 
insert— 

“That an attempt to present any petition or 
memorial from any slave or slaves, or free ne- 
gro, from any part of the Union, is a contempt 
of the House, and calculated to embroil it in a 
a strife and confusion incompatible with the dignity 
of the body; and that any member guilty of the 
same, justly subjects himself to the censure of the 
House.” a : 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to in- 
quire into the fact, whether any such attempt has 
been made by any member of this House, and re- 
port the same to this House as soon as practicable. 

The question immediately pending, was the fol- 
lowing amendment to the amendment moved by Mr. 
PATTON: 

Resolved, That the right of petition does not be- 
long to slaves of this Union; that no petition can 
be presented from them to this House, without de- 
rogating from the rights of the slaveholding States, 
and endangering the integrity of the Union. 

Resolved, That every member who shall hereaf- 
ter present any such petition to this House, ought 
to be considered as regardless of the feelings of 
this House, the rights of the South, and an enemy 
to the Union. 

Resolved, That the Hon. Jons Q. Apams, hav- 
ing solemnly disclaimed a design of doing any 
thing disrespectful to the House, in the inquiry he 
made of the Speaker, as to the right of petition, pur- 
porting to be from slaves, and having avowed his 
intention not to offer to present the petition, if the 
House was of opinion {t ought not to be present- 
ed—therefore all further proceedings as to his con- 
duct now cease. 

Mr. FRENCH of Kentucky, being entitled to 
the floor, addressed the House as follows: 

Mr. Spsaner: Nothing but a sense of duty could 
induce me to trouble the House upon this delicate 
and exciting question. ` As an evidence here and 
elsewhere of my disposition not to consume the 
time of the House I need only refer to my uniform 
silence during the present session. I trust then, sir, 
that. the few considerations which I feel it my duty 
to submitto the House and the country, will be at- 
tributed to their proper motives. 

The question of the abolition of slavery by Con- 
gress is one, sir, which I had considered so fully set- 
tled by the compromises of the Constitution of the 
United States, as not to be deemed a debateable 
question. I had entertained the hope that such 
would be the judgment of this House. And when, 
sir, the first abolition petition reveived at the com- 
mencement of the last session was promptly, and 


withott debate, laid upon the table, upon the yeas 
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and nays, by a large majority of this House, I con~- 
sidered the question as wisely. and prudently putto, , 
rest. . The publie joutnals and the country at large. , 
hailed that decision in the same light. But sir, in. - 
this most reasonable expectation we have all beech | - 
disappointed. ae ew 

The many scenes of excitement which we hava 
experienced in this House, growing out of the agi- 
tation of the subject, have gone.to-the country. The. 
numerous petitions and memorials praying for the - 
abolition of slavery, on days set apart by the rules 
of the House, for the presentation of petitions, have 
been made to cut such a figure as to exclude, in a 
great measure, petitions upon all othersubjects, and. ~ 
thus other and necessary business has been he. 
glected. f ed hs 

For one, Mr. Speaker, I had determined: not to`” 
take any part of the discussions upon this subject; 
but believing tha‘ discussion cannot be prevented, > 
and that we from the slave States ought not any 
longer to forbear asserting our rights, I have re- 
solved to break my silence, and in behalf of. those 
who sent me here, to contend for them. i 

In doing this, Mr. Speaker, I shall not be un-. 
mindfu lof the rights and feelings of honorable mem- 
bers on this floor, nor of that temperaace which 
should characterize the discussion. on 

Sir, the Constitution of the United States is the 
work of the wisest heads and the best hearts. The’. 
liberties of this people cost much blood and trea- . 
sure, and those who best knew their cost, and there- . 
fore could best appreciate their worth, endeavored 
to preserve and perpetuate them. For this purpose 
Government was instituted. a 

At the time of the adoption of the Constitution, 
slavery existed in the States, and are we of this age, . 
better than those who waded through the revolu- 
tion? might we not bear with slavery as they did? 
Did they not recognise the right of property in. 
slaves, and guaranty it by that instrument? Can 
Congress break through those guaranties and abo« 
lish slavery? i z AN 

[The Spzarer suggested thatthe debate on this 
subject had heretofore taken a wide range, and he . 
felt it his duty to confine itas much as possible to 
the resolutions under. consideration. He did not 
think the constitutional question could be otherwise - 
alluded to than incidentally. He would, however, 
remark that his interposition was not to be consider- 
ed as imputing to the gentleman from Kentucky a _ 
departure from the opinion now suggested, but as.a 
notice to the House of the limits within which the- 
discussion ougat to be confined.} ; ’ 

I concur, sir, in the opinion as expressed by the. 
Chair, and do not design discussing that question, 
but only intend to refer to the Constitution incidens ~ 
tally, and as necessary to the understanding of the” 
views which I feel. it my duty to submit. Sir; I 
beg leave to.read the preamble of. the Constimtion - 
of the United States: ; e 

“ We the people of the United States, in order to` ` 
form a more perfect union, establish justice, ensure 
domestic tranquillity, provide for the common de- - 
fence, promote the general welfare, and ‘sectire the `- 
blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do | 
ordain and establish this Constitution for the United 
States of America.” ; 3 

This preamble declares that we the people, in or- 
der to secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and. 
our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitu- 
tion. Yes, sir, the States, by their delegates in the 
Federal Convention, made thè Constitution, and the , 
people of the States adopted it; and therefore, it is 
the Constitution of the people. But, sir, it is im- 
portant to inquire who are embraced by the ex- 
pressions in that instrument, “we the people,” and 
“the people.” The people of the several States 
choose the members of this House. The right- of 
“ the people to be secure in their persons, houses, 
papers, and effects against unreasonable searches 
and seizures, shall not be violated.” 

“The powers not delegated to the United States, 
nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to 
the States respectively, or to the people.” Who, 
then, are embraced by “we the people,” and * the 
people?” Those, Mr. Speaker, who ordained and 
established the Constitution, and thelr posterity— . 
citizens only. Iwill also read from the Consiitu: 
tion the following clause: 


ed among the: several States: which may be 


“parti 


inthided within the’ Union, according to their re- | 


spective numbers, which” shall be determined by 
-additig to the ‘whole ‘number of free persons, in- 

cluding those bound. to service for a term of years, 

and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths ‘of all 

other. persons.” ee see hs oo D 

- ‘Sir, [read this clause, to show the basis contained 

in the Constitution, upon which the right of “ the 


people” to federal representation. depends, and by 


which it is secured,” and ‘to’ prove that if the aboli- 
lionists succeed in the.aceomplishment of their ob- 


jects, they destroy this very basis, and overturn the - 


Government. -Suppose; for. example, that three- 


Jifths of the slaves of Louisiana were equal innum- ‘ 


“bers tothe whole white :population of that Slate. 
In ‘such cdse, One-half of the members of Congress 
in the House of Representatives would be based 


‘upon the slave population of that State. If, then, 


slavery in that State were abolished by Congress, 
> the State would lose its right, as‘now guarantied to 
it by the. Constitution. -That right is, that the 
people of the State owning slaves.as private proper- 
ty at the adoption of the Constitution, shall be en- 
titled, so ‘far as the’action of this Government is 
concerned, to a- continuance of that state of things, 
to wit: to the right of property in slaves, and. to the 
right of ‘representation based upon three-fifths of 
them. ‘If, then, Congress were to abolish slavery 
in that State, this fundamental right of the slave 
States would be destroyed, or cut off; for they would 
have-no right to keep the slaves within their limits, 


‘but being free, they would go- where they pleased. ~ 


` This provision of the Constitution does not let in 
the slaves; as participants in. federal representa- 
tion, nor as entitled to such representation, but is 
a provision for the benefit of. those who ordained 
` and established the Constitution, and their poste- 
rity—for the benefit of citizens only. 
“Had slaves any voice in-ordaining or establish- 
ing. the Constitution? Did any of them yote for 
delegates to any of the conventions? Were any of 


them elected or legally qualified, cither to vote or 


be elected?. Are any of them now so qualified or 
entitled? No, sir; for although they are. human 
. beings, or, as deuiominated in the Constitution, 
persons, they were and are regarded in that instru- 
ment as property. : They, therefore, have no poli- 
tical rights secured to them by the Constitution of 
the United States. ve 
Sir, what would the people to the north and 
east think, if we from the slave States were to pe- 
tition Congress to deprive them of one-half of their 


right, as now secured to them by the Constitution, 


to representation in the Congress of. the United 
States—by excluding from the computation of 
their feleral numbers one-half of their population? 
Would they not think and say we were enemies to 


the Union? Would they not say we were jeopard-* 


ing all their rights, civil, political and religions? 
Would they not say we, would, if successful in our 
objects, overturn the Government? Would they 
not call upon us to stop? “Would -they not point 
‘out to ws their rights as guarantied by the Constitu- 
tion? ‘Would they not-urge upon us the comprò- 


mises of the Constitution? would they not insist- 


that we should live up to our bargain with them? 


and would they not have reason on their side. 


Yes, sir, all this they could and would do. 

May we whose rights are thus assailed, as ive 
conceive, by the abolitionists, not make these ap- 
peals to them? May we not call upon honorable 
members from the north and east, when they re- 
turn home, to explain to their people the fearful 
and ruinous consequences: with which, if the 
persevere, they threaten the country? To tell them 
“we the people” of the United States are one great 
political family, possessing equal rights and privi- 
leges; of our desire to live in peace, and to this end’ 
whilst we concede to them the right to enjoy, unmo- 
lested by us, all their rights, we claim from them 
the reciprocal right to the undisturbed enjoyment 
of ours? 

The. view of the Constitution, Mr. Speaker, 
which I have endeavored to present, is conclusive 
against the right of Congress to interfere in any 
manner whatever with slavery in the States; for 
thet which the Constitution guaranties to the 


eptusentatives and direct taxes shall be -ap- 


_tion. 


States, of right belongs to thè States, and is beyond 


| ‘the reach ‘of the powers of Congress to take away. 


Slavery, therefore, and the question of abolition, 
“are: questions ‘which belong to the States alone 
within whose limits: slavery exists. O 
Another of the purposes for which I have exhi- 
bited this view- of the Constitution, is the better to 
enable us to decide the question, to whom does 
the right to petition the Government for a redress of 
grievances belong? I maintain that “we, the people,” 
“the people,” citizens only, possess the right of 
petition. under this Government. Those, sir, who 
ordained: and established the Constitution, and 
their. posterity—those who are entitled to be repre- 
sented in-the Congress of the United States; those, 
in short, whose moral property the Government is. 
The right of petition belongs lo the people in 
their sovereign capacity. It grows out of, and 
appertains to, the doctrine of self-government. It 
is a right that accompanies the right of representa- 
The right of petition and the right of repre- 
sentation may, therefore, be denominated kindred 
rights. he right of petition, as was well said by 


‘the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, who 


last addressed the House on these resolutions, (Mr. 
Cushing,)-is a right reserved by the ‘people, and is 
not granted by the Constitution to them. This 
reserved ‘right 1s only guarantied by the. Constitu- 
tion.. It is a right reserved by the people, the better 
to enable them to realize,-at the hands of their 
representatives, . the benefits of representation—the 
benefits of legislation. It is, therefore, a sacred 
right, and should be so regarded. As the right, 
therefore, to ‘pétition the ‘Government for a redress 
of grievances belongs to those who’are entitled to 
be represented in the -Congress of the United 
States, it is important- to inquire who are so enti- 
tiled: Sir, all the citizens living under the protection 
of the Constitution of the United States are not 
only entitled to be represented here, but are rè- 
presented; and all are citizens except our colored 
population, the Indian tribes, and aliens. Yes, sir, 
the citizens of the States, of the Territories, and of 


„the District of Columbia, are represented here. 


Every member of this House is a representative of 
the District, and so constituted by the Constitution 
of the United States. ` The members of this House, 
notwithstanding the ‘Territories have delegates here, 
also represent the Territories, i 

But, sir, it may be said that the Indian tribes and 
foreigners have petitioned this Government in nu- 
merous instances, and. that, therefore, the practice 
of the Government establishes the right of others, 
who are not citizens, to petition’ the Government. 
It is true, sir, that the Indian tribes and foreigners 
have petitioned this Government, but this was tole- 
rated by the Government as matter of favor, and not 
of right. This argument drawn’ from the practice 
of the Governjgnent therefore fails. Hence the con- 
clusion to which my mind is conducted, is that, ac- 
cording to the theory of cur Government, slaves, 
who are not citizens, but inhabitants merely, have 
no right to petition the Government for a redress of 
their grievances; and hence the further conclusion 
is, that the honorable gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, in bringing before the House‘the question, 
whether slaves have the right of petition, did that 
which he had no right to do. 

The honorable gentleman from’ Massachusetts 
(Mr. Cushing,) who last addressed the House upon 
these resclutions, contended that the right of peti- 


_tion was a natural right derived from our Creator, 


and being a natural right, so derived, belonged to 
all human beings. If that gentleman meant that 
all men have the natural right to supplicate the 
Deity, he is right. If he meant that all men, while 
in a state of nature, had the right to petition their 
fellow-beings for what they wanted, he is right. If 
he meant that all men in -their personal relations 
and intercourse, have the same right now, he is 
right. But if he meant that all men have the right 
to petition the Governenent, I think he is wrong. 

Sir, there was a time when civil Gevernment did 
hot exist, and how cana man be said to have a 
natural right to petition a political being who had 
no voice in its creation—who is neither party ner 
privy to thebody politic. — 

That gentleman was pleased also to favor us with 


, What he termed the abstract opinions of the abolition 


`a 


TO ‘THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Resolution to censure J. Q: Adams—Mr. French. 


‘at Liberia the right of petition? 


Senate. 


ists—opinions. whieh, as he said, they honestly and 
conscientiously entertained; and what are those 
opinions? That slavery is, in the abstract, a social, 
moral and ‘political evil. I will not, Mr. Speaker, 
debate the question, ‘whether slavery be or be not, 
in the abstract, a social, moral or political evil—byt 
I refer to what the honorable gentleman said to 
prove what are the grievances fof the abolitionists, 
and what their objects. Slavery, according to this 
expose of their views, is their grievance,—universa] 
emancipation, then, must be their object. i 

If they prevail in that object, through the action 
of Congress, what becomes of the rights of the slave 
States, as guarantied to them by the Constitution? 
What becomes of the Government? Sir, it is plain 
that the end of these things, if successful, terminates 
in the overthrow of the Government. . This view of 
the subject, therefore, has. also an unfortunate bear- 
ing upon the conduct of the honorable gentleman 
whom it is proposed to censure. 

Sir, the history of abolition petitions in this House 
during the last and present sessions of Congress, 
and of the efforts of a large majority of this House 
to avoid the agitation and consequent excitement, 
here and elsewhere, of this dangerous question, are 
known to this House and to the country. I will 
not attempt to repeat them, but willcall the atten- 
tion of the House to the resolution of the 18th of 
January, by which this House ordered all petitions, 
memorials, propositions and papers relating to sla- 
very, or the abolition of slavery, presented to the 


House, to be received and laid-upon the table, with- 


out being printed or referred. 
to wit: h 

Resolved, That all petitions, memorials, resolu- 
tions, propositions, or papers, relating in any way, 
or to any extent whatever, to the subject of slavery, 
or'the abolition of slavery, shall, without being 
either printed or referred, be Jaid upon the table, 
and that no further action whatever shall be had 
thereon. ; T 

What, sir, was the object of this House in pas- 
sing this resolution? It was to give peace to this 
House and the country on this exciting question. 
That object was known to us all. It was known 
to the honorable gentleman in question. His con- 
duct therefore in bringing before the House the 
question of the right of slaves to petition, by inquir- 
ing of the Chair if a petition from slaves came 
within that resolution, defeats the object of the 
House, and is disréspectful to the House: 

The terms of the resolution are broad and com- 
prehensive; and considered without reference to 
those to whom the right of petition beléngs, the 
circumstances under which it was adopted, and the 
object the House had in view by its passage, would 
be construed to letin petitions and papers on the 
subjects embraced in it from all persons. But when 
considered in reference fo these considerations, the 
resolution neither énlarges nor abridges thé right of 
petition, It leaves the right of petition as it stood 
before its passage. Does that resolution then, en- 
large the right of petition? The House: did not 
dream of enlarging the right of petition. - Will 
any one contend the slaves inhabiting the island of 
Cuba have a right, under the resolution, to petition 
this House? Or that itgives to the blacks planted 
In short; does it 
confer the right of petition to all people? Surely 
not. The broadness of the resclution then forms 
no justification or excuse for the honorable gentle- 
man from Massachusetts. 

The conclusion then, Mr. Speaker, to which my 
own sense of. duty conducts me is, that that hon- 
orable gentleman, by raising the question of the 
right of slaves to petition this House, did wrong—in 
fact by so doing threw a firebrand into the House, 
in contempt of all its efforts to allay all excitement 
upon this subject, and especially of the settled judge- 
ment of the House, as-expressed by the passage of 
the resolution of the 18th of J anuary.’ That he 
has, by his conduct in question, trifled with the 


It reads. as follows, 


House, its feelings and its character—and therefore 


ought to be censured. In voting for the resolution 
to censure that honorable gentleman, I shall not be 
influenced by any unkind or unfriendly feeling to- 
wards him personally. But, sir, whilst £ feel it 
my duty, in my representative character, to disap- 
prove of his conduct, I shall give my yote under a 
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lively sense of his high character for talents and 
learning, and of the distinguished ability with which 

“he has discharged the important duties of the high 
and honorable stations whichhe has filled at home 
and abroad. 


If the majority of this House are, satisfied with 


the explanations of that honorable. gentleman, and. 


think proper to excuse him, they can do so. Those 
_explanations have not satisfied me, and I shall do 
my duty. 


CHARLESTON HARBOR. 


SPEECH OF MR. PINCKNEY, 
Or Souri CAROLINA, : 

In the House of Represtntatives, February 21, 1837.— 
On the proposition submitted by him to establish 
anavy yard and dry dock at Charleston harbor, 
South Carolina. 


The bill making appropriations for the naval |} 


service for the year 1837, being under consideration 
in Committee of the. Whole on the State of the 
Union, Mr. Pivcxxey offered the following as an 
amendment to the same. Pe 

And be il further enacted, That the President of 
thé United States be, and he is hereby, authorized 
to select and purchase a site fora navy yard and 
depot in the port of Charleston, South Carolina, 
and to erectsuch buildings, and make such im- 
provements thereon, as he may judge necessary for 
the accommodation and supply of the United States 
vessels of war in that quarter, and for the construe- 
tion and repair of sloops of war and smaller ves- 
sels, or for the building and refitting of such vessels 
in that port in any other manner as he may think 
expedient: and that the sum of one hundred thou- 
sand dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriat- 
ed for such purposes, out of any money in the 'Trea- 
sury not otherwise appropriated. 

-And be it further enacted, That the sum of fifty 
thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, ap- 
propriated for the construction of a dry dock in the 
said navy yard, for the reception and repair of 
sloops of war-and smaller vessels. 

And. beit further enacted, That the Secretary of 
‘the Navy be, and he is hereby, authorized to ap- 
paoi a Clerk of the works, with a salary of fifteen 

undred dollars, and an assistant clerk, with a 
salary of twelve hundred dollars, per annum, 
whose duty it shall be to keep an account of the 
disbursements for materials used onthe works, and 
for defraying the expense of labor performed in 
the navy yard, and that the same be paid out of any 
moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG opposed this amendment, on the 
ground of its incongruity with the original-bill. 

_Mr. PINCKNEY denied the existence of any in- 
congruity between them. Ir was true that a bill to 
establish a navy yard at Charleston had been re- 
ported by the Naval Committee, but his amend- 
ment was by no means identical with it. The bill 
alluded to consisted of only one section; his amend- 
ment embraced several. But, even if they were 
identical, he insisted that he had aright to offer the 
bill reported by the naval committee as an amend- 
ment tothe bill now under consideration in com- 
mittee of the whole. There was no rule that for- 
bade it., The only case ia which an amendment 
could: be properly refused, was where there wasa 
palpable want of analogy between the amendment 

_ offered, and the general subject matter of the origi- 
nal bill. But there was no such want of analogy 
here. The bill before the committee contained 


Various clauses in relation to navy yards; his amend- | 


ment referred to an object of thesame description, 
and it could certainly make no difference whether 
one part of the bill provided for the repair of an old 
navy yard, and another for the erection of a new 
one. He hoped that the important measure he had 
proposed, would not be defeated on technical 
grounds. His constituents were deeply interested 
mit, and he. trusted it would be met upon its merits, 
and not given the go-by upon a mere point of order, 
| The Cuar (Mr. Patton) decided that the amend- 
ment was in order, | 

` Mr, Picnens opposed the decision, and contend: 


ed that the proposition sould only be brought fots 


12 


-expressed, he would claim his right. 


` had misapprehended his colleague. 


Charleston Harbor—Mr. Pinckney. 


ward in-a separate bill: He was. in-favor of the 


measure, but could not go for it contrary-to order. 


Mr. PINCKNEY said, if it was the general sense of 
the committee, that the proposition was inadmissible, 
inits present form, he would withdraw it, however 
unwilling he might be to lose the only opportunity 


this session would afford of obtaining the action of : 


the Housé upon it. But, until such dpinion was 
The Chair 
had decided in his favor, and he insisted, therefore, 
that he was in, order, unless that decision should be 
reversed by the commitiee. He was glad. to hear 
that his colleague was favorable to the measure; but 
if so, he could not understand why his colleague was 
opposed to adecision, which gave it the only chance 
of being acted on that could occur this session. He 
killed it with the very breath with which he de= 
clared: his approbation of it. Mr. P. said he had 
not heard his colleague distinctly, in all that he 
spoke, but he had understood him to say that he 
could not consent that the people of Charleston 
should be bought up under the corrupting influ- 
ence of the spoils system. Mr. P. said that his con- 
stituents were incapable of being bought up by any 
Government, or by any means. His colleague did 
not know them, or he would have known that they 
were as highminded and disinterested, in all their 
principles and actions, as the people of any other 
community in South Carolina or the Union. They 
had petitioned for a navy yard, and had shown the 
peculiar advantages of Charleston for a work of 
that description. They had aright to doso. It 
implied no meanness or subserviency on their part. 
They called upon the Government to do what they 
believed to be of essential importance to the Go- 
vernment itself. But, whether the Government 
complied with their request or not, the people of 
Charleston would always act uprightly and inde- 
pendently in politics. They would always oppose 
or support a measure according their honest con- 
victions of its intrinsic character. They were not 
factious. They would not oppose every thing, 
right or wrong, merely for the gratification of per- 
sonal or political hostility to a particular indivi- 
dual. 

{Here Mr. Ermore stated that Mr. P. had mis- 
understood his colleague (Mr. Pickens.) That 
gentleman had certainly not intended to cast any 
reflection on the people of Charleston. Mr. E. 
understood him to say that the people would not 
ask favors of the Government, but that they de- 
manded the establishment of a navy yard as a mat- 
ter of right. What he (Mr. Pickens) had said in 
relation to the ‘spoils system,’ was in allusion toa 
remark that had fallen from the honorable member 
from New York.] 

Mr. PINCKNEY was glad to be corrected, if he 
He hoped the” 
subject would be acted on. All that he asked 
was definitive action. This matter had been be- 
fore the House two sessions already. He hoped 
it would now be finally adopted or rejected. His 
constituents had petitioned for it year after year, 
and they hada right to know whether the work 
would be constructed or not.. It was recommended 
by the late Secretary of the Navy, Mr. Woodbury. 


| It was recommended-by the present Secretary of 


the Navy, Mr. Dickerson.* It is recommended by 


*Tn proof of this assertion, Mr. P. referred to the 
following letter from the Secretary of the Navy, in 
reply to one which he (Mr. P.) had. addressed to 
the Department, in relation to the erection of a na- 
vy yard at Charleston: gni 
From the Secretary of the Navy, in reply to a commu- 

nication addressed to him by Mr. Pinckney, recom- 

mending the establishment of a aval Depot and Dry 

Dock at Charleston, South Carolina. 

k Navy DrerarTMENT, January 30, 1838. 

Sır:—In answer to your letter of the {8th instant, 
upon the subject of establishing a naval depot and 


‘dry dock at Charleston, South Carolina, I have the 


honor to state, that all the facts necessary for form- 
ing a correct decision upon this subject are contain~ 
ed in a printed report, referred to in your letter, of 


the Committee on Naval Affairs, of the House of } 


Representatives, of the 24th of June, 1834, : 
n that report the advantages of making Charles- 


ton harbor a naval depot are put in a strong point |F 


“admission of a frigate. 


The Hon. Samert L. SOUTRARD, 


many of ourmost experienced ‘and -skilfal Haval 
‘officers. It has been -twice favorably reported:on 
by the naval committee of this House. Ttcorfies, 
therefore, recommended to the favorable action-of 
the House by every species of sanction ‘that cati*be 
required for correct and judicious legislation in re- 
ference to a matter of this description... He‘hoped, 
therefore, that the amendment would be adorted. 

Mr. Haynes, of Georgia, appealed to Mro P. 
to withdraw the amendment. The commissioners 
appointed at the last session had reported in favor 
of Brunswick, and he thought-it possessed superior 


claims. - ‘ : 

Mr. P. denied:the superiority of Branswick.. It 
might have one or two feet more of water than the 
Charleston bar, but it had none. sufficient for the 
I Charleston had ample 
depth for sloops and schooners, and Brunswick 


of view, and objections made to the measure suc- 
cessfully obviated., f 

I have no additional facts to communicate to 
you; but, as you ask my views and’ opinions 
upon the subject, I do not hesitate to express them. 

T agree entirely with the Naval Committee in the 
above report, in the reasonings and facts stated by 
them, in the conclusions to which they come, “that 
the establishment of a navy yard at Charleston, for 
the construction of smaller vesséls of war, would be 
expedient and desirable, as it would conduce to the 
public good.” oe yet 

I think further, that this should bea place for 
the repair of vessels; for which, at this time, a.dry ” 
dock is considered an indispensable requisite. 

Ships returning from cruises generally require 
repairs, which makes it necessary to put thém ‘into 
dry dock. For this reason they are generally di- 
rected to return to, the ports in which our dry docks 
are, and there their crews are paid off and dis- 
charged. 

A dry dock, in which sloops of war may be raised 
with perfect safety, can be constructed for about: 
125,000 dollars; and, in the course of a single ‘year, 
I have no doubt the public interest would be essen - 
tially promoted by the construction of sucha dry 
dock at Charleston. 8 

Iam, with great respect, 
. Your obedient servant, - : 
M. DICKERSON, 
The Hon. H. L. PINKNEY. 
Mr. P. also referred to a communication frora 


` the Secretary of the Navy, in relation to this sab- 


ject, in reply to an application for his opinion by 
the Chairman of the Naval Committee of the Se 
nate. It is recorded amongst the Senate documents 
of the last session of Congress. Mr. P. particularly 
asked attention to the following extract, which is 
even stronger and more decisive, as regards the na~ 
yal advantages of Charleston, than the preceding 
communication from. the honorable Secretary to Mr. 
P. himself. 

“As to the harbor of Charleston, South Carolina, 
I must beg leave to refer you to a report made on 
the 19th of January, 1826, to the Senate, by the 
Secretary of the Navy, (see Senate documents, 1st 
session, 19th Congress, No. 27.) 

This report contains much satisfactory informa- 
tion as to the harbor of Charleston, and leaves but 
little doubt that that harbor might be judiciously 
selected as a navy yard for the building and repair- 
ing qessels of war, (except those of the largest 
classes.) r 

The position of that harbor, with respect to-our 
squadron in the West Indies and gulf of Mexico, 
affords a strong argument in favor of selecting it as 
a naval station, inasmuch as it is often important 
to obtain recruits of seamen, and supplies of pra- 
visions and store% for our vessels, without the in- 
convenience anfi delay of visiting our northern 

rts. ee 
Po eThere is no information in this Department bes 
yond what is herein stated, as to the propriety of 
establishing navy yards at Baltimore, or at Charles- 
ton. .. Lam, with great. respect, 

DA . Your obedient, humble servant 
` M. DICKERSON,” 


airman of te Committee on Nara! 4 fairg 
ý “of the Benata af the United States, 
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‘eould admit none other: In every other respect, 


Charleston possessed advantages and facilities, as : 


-g naval station, which no other:place, south of the 
Chesapeake, could pretend to exhibit: to the same 
extent. Js ea oe anf 

“Mr. Dawson. of -Georgia moved to strike out 


“Charleston” wherever it occurred in the amend- j 


‘ment, and insert “ Brunswick, in the State of Geor- 
gia.” He contended with Mr. Haynes for the su- 
perior, advantages of the latter place. -Hle spoke of 
the great depth.of water at its bar—of its healthi- 
ness and salubrity—of the quantity and. quality of 
the: timber in its. immediate vicinity. 


He asked only for justice. to the Stale. he repre- 
sented. He had no objection to a navy yard at 
Charleston, but the claims of Brunswick must not 
be overlooked. ` He-hoped that Mr. P. would not 
press-his amendment, but allow him to substitute 
Brunswick in the place of Charleston. . 
Mr. PINCKNEY said he was extremely un- 
villing to detain the committee at that late 
hour of the .day, but it was not his fault that he 
was obliged to trespass on. their patience.. He 
hadi proposed an amendment to the original 
bill. The gentleman from Georgia endeavors 
to destroy it by another, Surely, (said Mr. P.) 
if either of us has a right to appeal to the other 
to withdraw his proposition, I have a right to ap- 
pealto the gentleman—not he to me, Let him 
withdraw his substitute, and let both propositions 
be considered separately and independently of each 
other, and I` pledge myself that, if T shall be satis- 
fied of the claims of Brunswick, I will cheerfully 
support them. But,-as the matter now stands, this 
collision between the two places will only be fatal 
to both. The gentleman may defeat Charleston, 
but he cannot carry Brunswick. 

As to the report so much relied on, Mr. P. said 
he had never read it. Admitting all that was 
claimed for it, it'only proved that there was acon- 
flict of authority as regarded the two places. If 
Brunswick was recommended by certain officers, 
Charleston was warmly recommended by others, 
equally experienced and skilful. He need only 
‘mention their names, Captains Kearney and Elliott, 
and every gentleman would recognise them at once 
as eminently qualified to express an opinion on the 
point atissue. Both of those officers, at diferent 
periods, had examined Charleston harbor and other 
places in the south, and had made elaborate re- 
ports, earnestly recommending the selection of 
Charleston as a naval station. Their authority- 
was certainly equal to any thathad been produced 
in favor of Brunswick. It was a remarkable fact, 
considering the very confident tone in which the 
gentleman speaks of building frigates and ships of 
the line at Branswick, that a sloop of war, the Por- 
poise, had been stranded on Brunswick bar, only a 
few months before the commissioners made their re- 
port, and would have certainly been destroyed but 
for the timely assistance of the steamboat Dolphin. 
‘Why did not the commissioners embody thai fact 
in their report? It shows either that their report is 
wretchedly inaccurate as respects the depth of water, 
or that the navigation is peculiarly perilous; in 
either of which cases the committee were bound to 
hesitate. before they did any thing in relation to 
Brunswick. And what is Brunswick? Isit a large 
city? Hasit alarge population? Has it any one 
advantage on earth, as a naval position, that 
Charleston has not? No: there is no town; no 
population; nothing but the name of a place—and, 
instead of our being asked to locate a navy yard at 
alarge city, where there are mechanics to construct 
it, and a powerful population to defend it, and am- 
ple means and facilities for building and supplying 
vessels of war, we are actually called upon to estab- 
lish a havy yard at a place which affords no naval fa- 
cility whatever, and in the desperate hope that it may 
serve as the substratum of a town which speculators 
calculate to erect upon it. Sir, said Mr. P. I hope 
that this Government will lend itself to no such pro- 
ject. Every day, in this House, we are reminded of 
the impositions practiced on the Government by spe- 
culators in the public lands; but surely, of all at- 
tempts to speculate on the Government, this idea of - 
establishing auavy yard with a view to the erection 


ofa town, and the consequent enhancement in 


He called » 
for the reading of the report by the commissioners. 


~ Charleston Harbor—Mr~ Pinckney J. 


| value of the. private. property of. individuals, is | 


entitled to the palm. - The: geneman says, he 
only asks for justice! Then he should do as he 
would be done by! Twenty times the amount of 
public money had been appropriated for Georgia 
‘that had ever been for South Carolina. In addi- 
tion to all that had’ been expended onher harbors 
and rivers, she had recently been benefited to a 
prodigious extent by the establishment, within her 
limits, of. one of the’ branches of the mint. Dut 
what had been done for South Carolina? Nothing 
—literally nothing. From the period of the revo- 
lution to the present time, she had reocived of fe- 
deral appropriations, with one or two insignificant 
exceptions, nothing more (han the annual payment 
of the salaries ofthe. few federal officers within 
her limits: The people of Charleston felt as if. 
they were discarded by this Goverament.. They. 
felt so, particularly, in relation to this measure, 
because they were satisfied of the superior. naval 
advantages of that city, and were therefore con- 
strained to believe that the continued refusal of 
Congress to adopt it, arese from a fixed determina- 
tion to allow them no Jot or part in the appropria- 
tions of the public money. 

{Here Mr. Jarvis, of Maine, inquired of Mr. P. 
if Charleston had never been benefitted by public 
expenditures, what had been done with all the ap- 
propriations for the forts and fortifications in its 
harbor ?] 

Mr. P. said he would tell the gentleman. It was 
true that various large appropriations had been 
made for those objects. .But the money was not 
expended in Charleston. It did not go into the 
pockets of her mechanics. All the contracis were 
given to strangers—all the materials were brought 
from abroad—all the work was performed by 
northern workmen; and though the city was cer- 
tainly benefitted by the forts, yetnone of its citi- 
zens were employed in. constructing them, or en- 
riched by the appropriations connected with them. 
Have they not, then, just ground of complaint? 
and is it not high time that some portion of their 
contributions should be returned in actual expendi- 
tures amongst them, and that something shouid be 
done to stimulate their enterprise, and to manifest 
the equal and impartial spirit of the Government? 

Mr. P. saidhe had done wiin Brunswick. It 
would now be his object to show the superior eligi- 
bility. of Charleston as a naval station, over every 
other port south of the Chesapeake, and the conse- 
quent advantages . that would result to the Govern- 
ment from the establishment of a navy yard and a 
dry dock there. 

In the first place, Charleston is decidedly more 


populous, wealthy, and commercial, than any place 
that has been named in competition with it. Tis 
population may be fairly estimated at fifty thou- 
sand. It far transcends all of its competiters in ex- 
ports and imports. It contributes incomparably 
more than they do to tne revenue of the Federal 
Government. Jt carries on a very valuable and 
extensive foreign commerce, particularly with the 
West Indies, for which it possesses peculiar facili- 
ties. It is situated on one cf the most beautiful 
harbors in the Union, which is generally alive with 
vessels, both foreign and domestic, and from which 
egress can be effected in less than an hour to the 
ocean. The whole line of its front is composed of | 
wharves, studded with substantial and capacious 
stores. It has six banks and two insurance com- 
panies, whose operations are based on an aggre-- 
gate capital of at least six millions. It possesses 
floating capital, also, to an amount that would ena- 
ble it to carry on advantageously twice the extent 
of its present trade. It derives important benefits 
from the railroad that connects it with Hamburg, 
opposite Augusta, in. Georgia, which is the longest, 
and perhaps one of the most profitable, in the Union; 
and it is destined soon to realize still more imp&r- 
tant benefits from the operations of commercial 
companies that have recently been organized, wit! 

a view toa direct intercourse with Evrope, and 
particularly from the completion of ihat magnificent 
enterprise Which is to unite the Atlantic with the 
valley of the Mississippi, and which will necessarily 


produce a prodigious augmentation to its trade. 
Such is the commercial character of Charleston. 
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Mr. P. had no hesitation to express it as his delibe- 
rate conviction that it is one of the. healthiest cities 
in this or in any other country. Indeed, it is noto- 
rious that. there are fewer deaths in Charleston, in 
proportion to its population, than in any other city 
inthe Union. This has been repeatedly proved, by 
a comparison of its bills-of mortality with those of 
other places, and particularly the larger cities of 
the North. By referring to the documents, it would 
be seen that this asserlion is corroborated by several 
eminent medica! practitioners, and particularly by 
the testimony of Captains Elliott and Kearney, both 
of whom have resided for several years at Charles- 
ton, and both of whom declare, as the result of their 
own observation and experience, that seamen enjoy 
as good health there as in any other port in the 
United States. The yellow fever is of rare occur- 
rence. From 1815 to 1825, a period of ten years, 
there were but three years in which it made its ap- 
pearance; and out of a population of upwards of 
forty thousand, the aggregate mortality produced 
by those three visitations scarcely amounted to 700 
deaths; and even of that number, a large portion 
consisted of the cases of individuals who had been 
addicted to intemperance, or other vicious and de- 
stractive habits. From 1825 to the present time, a 
period of cleven years, there has been no recurrence 
of that malady; certainly not to any such extent as 
to produce any general excitement or alarm, or to 
cause the least interruption to the commercial ope- 
rations of the place. I feel fully warranted, there- 
fore, in pronouncing (said Mr. P.) that Charleston, 
generally speaking, is not inferior in healthiness, 
during the summer and autumnal seasons, to any 
other port; and itis well known, and universally 
admitted, that during the winter season it is deci- 
dedly healthier than any city at the North. 


In relation to sick seamen, Charleston affords 
eaery thing in the way of medical attendance, and 
proper comfort and accommodation, that can tea- 
sonably be considered important or desirable. The 
naval hospital there is a large, elegant, and commo- 
dious building, calculated for the reception of a 
large number of patients, and constructed upon the 
most approved principles ‘applicable to buildings of 
that description. It was erected, only a few years 
since, under an act of Congress that appropriated 
fifteen thousand dollars for that purpose. Accord- 
ing to an agreement between the Treasury Depart- 
ment and the corporation of Charleston, the man- 
agement of this institution has been entirely confid- 
ed to the latter. The physicians, and all other offi- . 
cers connected. with it, are appointed by the city 
council. ft is superintended by a board of com- 
missioners, who meet regularly every week, and 
also by the mayor of the city, whose duty it is to 
visit and inspect it once at least in every month, 
The consequence is, that it is remarkably well con- 
ducted. The officers are skilful and attentive; the 
patients are treated with all. possible care; and the 
records of the institution testify that the number of 
cases that have terminated fatally bears but.a very 
small proportion to those that have recovered. 


As to the capacity of Charleston to furnish ade- 
quate supplies for vessels of war, I apprehend (said 
Mr.P.) itis almost needless for to enter into argument. 
It must be obvious to every gentleman, that ina city 
so populous and commercial, there can be no diffi- 
culty whatever upon this point. The Charleston 
market is decidediy one cf the best in the United 
States. It affords, at all times, every kind of pro- 
visions usually required for public vessels. It is 
supplied, not only from thé rich interior of South 
Carolina, but from several of the southern and 
southwestern States: and, abundant as the supply 
generally is, it is chvious that, if the establishment 
of a navy yard should render an increase necessa- 
ry, it could easily be increased to any extent that 
might be demanded by the wants of the Gevern- 
ment, 


Nor is there any greater difficulty as respects a 
suitable site for the location of a navy yard. Cap- 
tain Kearney enumerates several positions, both in 
the city and its vicinity, admirably adapted for this 
purpose. So does Commodore Elliott, in his rè- 
port upon this subject. If this measure should 
pass, however, the selection of a site would de- 


4s regards its general character for hegithiness, | volve, of course, upon the President. It is Rane 
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cessary, therefore, to say any thing more concern- 
ing it. I pass on, then, to the bar and harbor. 
This is a most important point in the considera- 
tion of this question. Iam deepiy sensible that I 
ought not to expect the passage of this measure, if 
there was any well grounded doubt as to the accessi- 
Dility or safety of theharbor. But, fortunately, lam 
able to dernonstrate that there is no rational cause 
_ Whatever for apprehension upon this point. I 
speak upon the authority of Captains Kearney and 
Elliott, and upon the testimony of intelligent and 
experienced Charieston pilots. They all concur in 
stating that the depth of water cn the bar, at ordi- 


nary lides, is 18 feet, and at high spring tides, 20 
feet. ‘This is amply sufficient for sloops and 
schooners; and all that we ask is a navy yard of 
the secondary class, for the construction and repair 
of the smaller vessels. I have the same authority 
for saying that the harbor is capacious and perfectly 
safe, and that the anchorage is excellent. ‘That 
there may be no doubt, however, upon these 
points, I beg leave to read a brief extract from 
Commodore Elliott’s letter to the Secretary of the 
Navy, from which it will be seen that Charleston 
harbor is not only perfectly accessible to sloopsand 
schooners; but also to frigates. It is as follows: 

“The approaches to and over the bar of Charles- 
ton, are accessibie to all sloops of war and smaller 
vessels, and may be considered so for all vessels 
drawing sixteen feet of water, and even a greater 
number, by having recourse to camels or lighters, 
as used by both the Russians and Dutch, and by our- 
selves, during the last war, on Lake Erie, in floating 
vessels of war from shoal into deep water; and by 
other means, in that of the Revolution, in June,i776, 
by the British, in passing over the bar four frigate- 
‘built sloops of war, and two fifty gun ships, (the 
Bristol and Experiment,) uader the command of 
Sir Peter Parker, ina united attack on the works 
then erected on Sullivan’s island, and which stilt 
remain a proud trophy of their failure, and of sub- 
sequent events; and this may be done with greater 
facility now by the agency of steam.” 

I trust, then, Mr. Chairman, I have shown that 
the harbor of Charleston is perfectly accessible to 
national vesssels of the smaller classes: and, having 
done that, I now proceed to exhibit its advantages, 
asa naval position, in certain other particulars that 
are.well worthy of atténtion. f 

Of these, I begin with the important article of tim- 
ber. The supply is inexhaustible, and of the very 
best quality. The lower region of South Carolina 
abounds with live oak, white oak, yellow pine, 
cedar, cypress, and, in a word, with every species 
of wood usually employed in ship building. ` Many 
of our naval officers are of opinion that the Caro- 
lina live oak is superior to the Florida, and much 
more-durable. . Now it is evident that it must be 
advantageous to the Government to establish a de- 
pot for timber in the very centre of the region in 

which it is produced. The transportation of so 
heavy an article is necessarily very hazardous and 
expensive, and, of course, a great saying would be 
efiected to the Government, and the interest of the 
` navy would be materially promoted, by having a 
depot for it near the place where it grows, and 
from whence it might be carried, as required, to 
other secticns of the country. And here I would 
remind the committee that the preservation of live 
oak is of the last importance to our navy. It has 
already engaged the attention of our Government, 
and acts of Congress have been passed for that pur- 
pose. But the very best. mode to preserve it is to 
establish a depot for it. This would necessarily 
enhance ifs value, and render it the interest of in- 
dividuals to attend to its production. In this point 
of view, then, thc measure before us is highly im- 
portant io the Government; because, by. establish- 
ing a depot at Charleston, it will not only be able 
to obtain this indispeusable timber, in any quantity 
that, may be desired, and at a lowcr rate than it can 
be obtained in any other place, but, by enlisting 
the interest of Jand holders in this matter, it will 
contribute, directly and powerfully, to its preserva- 
tion and production. -It is unnecessary to speak of 
any other kind of timber. The excellence of the 
southern pine is well known every where. That, 
and every other kind of timber required for naval 
“purposes, can be procured in greater quantity, and 


at cheaper prices, at Charleston, than in any other 
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-port of the United States. 
But timber is not the only article that can be 


procured cheaper in Charleston than any where ` 


else. Labor is also cheaper there—certainly 
cheaper than in any city at the north. I-have the 
authority of the most experienced shipbuilders for 
saying, that a sloop of war can be built or repaired 
at Charleston on decidedly better terms than at 
New York or Boston. It is not my purpose, how- 
ever, to trouble the committee with any details or 
comparative estimates, to prove this fact. It is 
sufficient to say that such cstimatcs may be found 
among the documents. But this is not all. ` Ves- 
sels of war can also be (I will not say better, but) 
as well built there as in any other city. The me- 
chanics of Charleston are numerous, intelligent, 
and skilful. The number employed in shipbuilding 
is probably three hundred. If more should be re- 
quired, this number could easily be increased to 
the requisite extent. They only want encourage- 
ment. They are equal to any in the Union in 
skill, and energy, and enterprise. But they have 
languished more than any other interest, from the 
want of adequate employment. Only give them 
encouragement, and their skill will be developed 
and their energy displayed. Employ them to 
build or repair your vessels or war, and I have no 
hesitation to pledge myself for them, that every 
vessel built of Carolina oak by Charleston work- 
men, will be equal, in durability, efficiency, and 
elegance, to any built in any other place, that has 
ever borne our flag upon the mountain wave, or 
achieved a victory in our country’s cause. 

Another consideration, well worthy of attention, 
is the capacity of Charleston to protect a navy 
yard. Itis all important, of course, that wherever 
an establishment of this kind is located, it should 
be surrounded with every possibie security, Now 
Charlesten not only offers such security in the 
strength of its population, but also in the fact that 
it is strongly fortified. Indeed, the harbor of 
Charleston is perhaps better fortified than any other 
in the Union.” A navy yard, therefore, if located 
there, would necessarily enjoy all the protection 
that could be afforded by a powerful population, 
and a well fortified harbor, and would certainly be 
as secure as any, and much more secure thari some, 
other works, of a similar description, in other sec- 
tions of the country. 

There is anothor point, Mr. Chairman, with 
which I raust trouble the committee. I allude to 
the peculiarly advantageous position. of Charles- 
ton, as a naval station, in relation to our commerce 
with the West India Islands. Isay nothing of the 
great and growing importance of that commerce. 
Every gentleman knows its extent, and appreciates 
its value. Every- gentleman knows, too, that while 
itis eminently entitled to protection, it is exposed to 
great and peculiar perils. Now the vessels re- 
quired for its protection are of the very class ihat 
it is proposed to have built in Charleston. It is 
important, moreover, to our West India squadron, 
that they should have a place of rendezvous, at 
which they may be conveniently refitted and re- 
paired. Now Charleston is precisely such a place. 
It is nearer and easier of access than any other 
southern port capable of affording protection and 
supplies. Vessels sailing from that port can attain 
their cruizing ground, in the West Indies, easily 
and directiy; while it is notorious that vessels, sail- 


-ing from ports in the Mexican Gulf, not only find 


great difficulty’ in attaining them, but are fre- 
quently compelled to return for supplies before they 
reach their stations, in consequence of the prevail- 
ing winds and currents in that region. Now thisis 
certainly an immense advantage; one, indeed, that 
of itself alone should be conclusive of the question; 
and that it mav be properly appreciated, and pro- 


; duce all the effect it is so well calculated to pro- 


dnce, I beg leave to read the exposition given of it 
by Captain Kearney, in his report upon this sub- 
ject: 

f “Charleston lies nearer the range of our West 
India irade than any other port south of the Chesa- 
peake, capable of affording equal protection in war, 
and repairs or supplies in ease of distress. 
gulf stream facilitates your passage, and carries 
you within a few hours? sail of the port, Crule 
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zers, returning for. supplies, will afford protection 
to convoys as- far as danger may- be. apprehended 
from pirates. Sailing again from Charleston, yow 
can avail yourself of the variable. winds which pre- 
vail as far south as the Bahamas; by keeping. to 
the eastward as much as is necessary to gain the 
longitude of the passages. into the West Indies, a 
short passage can be made; and it is practically’ 
known that a vessel can reach her‘ cruising ground 
about the east end of Cuba, or islands further’ to 
windward, in less time, from that port, than from- 
any port of the Floridas, or ports in the bay of Mex- 
ico, which lie west, directly to leeward. Sailing up 
the south side of Cuba is feund very tedious, and 
almost impracticable for small. vessels, duting the 
seasons the trade winds blow hard. The gulf pas- 
sage is preferred, and it will therefore be evident 
that a vesgel must make a very circuitous route to 
gain the windward islands from these places—from 
Charleston her course is’ direct. This is-a matter 
of great consequence to our small class of vessels, 
which have not the capacity to take on board large 
supplies of stores, and it is therefore desirable they 
should lose as littie time as possible in going and 
returning to their stations.” _ ; ; 

In addition to this important advantage, as re- 
spects the protection of our West India commerce, 
I might easily show the policy of selecting. Charles- 
ton as a naval station, in connection with. the 
suppression of the slave trade. The. traffic <in 
slaves is still carried on to a very great extent. 
It is stated, upon the best authority, that “many 
thousands of slaves are still annually brought from 
Africa to the West Indies, and are landed and sold 
on the windward side of the French and Spanish 
islands.” Now, as this traffic has been, declared to 
be piracy by our Government, it is the policy, and 
must be the desire, of our Government, that the 
most efficient means should he exerted to arrest 
it. It is impossible, however, to exercise due 
vigilance in relation to this traffic, from a station 
so far to leeward as that of Pensacola. But it 
may be exerted efficiently from. Charleston, from 
which the passage to the windward islands is short, 
direct, and rapid. There are other views that 
might be presented in relation to this division of the 
subject—such as the expediency of employmg a 
number of small vessels, for the suppression of the 
slave trade, rather than an equal force of large 
ones—but I feel thatI ‘have already detained the 
committee too Jong, and, therefore, hasten to bring 
these observations to a close. 

I trust, then, Mr. Chairman, I have shown that 
Charleston possesses, in its wealth and commercial 
character; in its general healthiness; in its ample 
capacity to furnish medical attendance for seamen, 
and supplies of provisions for vessels of war; in its 
having a variety of eligible sites; in its easy acces- 
sibility to sloops and schooners; in the extent and 
safety of ifs anchorage; in the strength of its popu- 
lation, and its well fortified harbor; in the variety, 
and excellence, and cheapness of its timber; in the 
cheapness of labor; in the number and skill of its 
mechanics; in its proximity to the West Indies, and 
the facility with which our West India squadron 
could be suceored, both in peace and war—every 
requisite for the judicious location of a navy yard. 
I trust J have also shown the important benefits that 
would result to the Government, from establishing a 
navy yard and depot there, in the great saving that 
would be@ffected to the Treasury; in the preserva- 
tion and reproduction of the live oak; in the effi- 
cient protection that would be afforded to our West 
India commerce, and the greater vigilance t hat 
would be displayed, and the happy effects. that 
would be produced, in the suppression of. the slave 
trade. And if I have sueceeded in showing all 
this, may I not hope that the committee will concur 
with me that the measure before us ought to be 
adopted? : 

Mr. Chairman: The passage of this bill is eer- 
tainly important to South Carolina; but it is not” 
mportant to her alone. All} the other southern. 
States are deeply interested in it. An extensive 
and profitable intercourse is now carried on. with 
Sonth Carolina by the States of Georgia, Alabama, 
Tennessee, Kentucky, North Carolina, and Virgi- 
nia, Large quantities of their produce are con- 
stawtly ponying injo the Charleston market; and, 
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“froni the constantly increasing facilities afforded to 
2 "internal communication by railroads and’ canals, 
this “beneficial intercourse willnaturally be aug- 
mented. But, to give it the most efficient impetus, 
“and‘to carry it to the greatest possible extent, the 
necessity of a navy yard is obvious. Such an es- 
~ tablishment would accomplish two important ob 
jects: It would greatly extend. the ‘demand for 
-Western produce} and, by enlarging the quantity 
received. at‘Charleston, it would always ensure an 
‘ample supply:for the uses of the Government. It is 
evidently therefore; the interest of those States that 
“there should be a navy yard at Charleston, seeing 
that it would’ open to theri a new avenue of com- 
merce, and greatly increase the demand for their 
various producis—a: déniand, too, that would be 
continually enlarging, from time to time, according 
to the gradual extension of the navy, and the con- 
sequent necessity for increased supplies. 

There is only cne other point, Mr. Chairman, to 
which I would ask-attention.. It is this: that it is 
‘not only the policy, but.the bounden duty, of this 
“Government to observe impartiality to the different 
sections of the Union, in the exercise of its power 
and the dispensation of its patronage. Unquestion- 
abiy, Twould not contend that, where a work is nei- 
ther demanded by the exigencies of the Government, 

_ nor calculated to promote the general good, it ought 
to be constructed in a particular State, merely for 
the purpose of patronizing such State by an unne- 
cessary expenditure of the public revenue. But! 
do contend that, where national policy, and the ex- 
ercise of a liberal spirt to a State, are both in fa- 
your ofa measure, this House should find in. the 
latter a powerftl inducement to adopt jt. Now 
the measure Deforce us is precisely of this character, 

* It is demanded by the necessities of the Covem- 
‘ment, and it also affords a fair opportunity, znd a 
most justifiable occasion, for an act of generous 

“liberality to the long neglected and meritorious State 
which [have the honor, in part, to represent. As- 
suredly, sir, I would not say that South Caroline nre- 
sents stronger ctaims to the iind feeling of this House 
than any other member of the Union; but I do say that 
no State is more entitled than she is to the liberal 
‘consideration of this Government.  Sonth Caro- 

~ dina, sir, is onc of the old Thirteen who resisted the 
tyranny, and threw off the dominion, of the mother 
country.: She is one of the original States that 
formed’ that glorious constitutional compact, under 
whose happy auspices the original confederacy has 
been doubled in little more than halla century, 
and the population of the country: has increased 
fourfold. © He soitis full of revolutionary battle 
grounds, and her history is emblazoned with the 
deeds of revolutionary worthies. During our second 
contest for independence, she freely expended her 
blood and treasure, and she will as sreely expend 
them again whenever she may be required to do so 
by the interests of our country, or the honor of our 
Government. And let me say, moreover, that 
whilst she yields to no other State in enlightened 
patrictism, and generous devotion to the commen 
weal, she has always contributed much more Jarge- 
ly to the federal revenne, in proportion to 
her population, than. any other member of the 
Union!’ But what act of liberality has heen 
shown to her? Whilst federal munificence has 
been profusely and uninterruptedly lavished upon 
other sections ofthe Union, what has been done 
for South Carolina? Where. are all your roads 
and canals? Where’ all your navy yards? Are 
they not ail at the north and east? “Ves, sir: there 
are not less than five or six, of the largest size, 
close to each other at: thé north, while, with the 
exception of the small one at Pensacola, there is 
not a single work of this deséription in all that 
leng line of defenceless coast south of the Chesa- 
peake bay! Now, sir, permit me to say ‘this is 
neither politic nor just. It will net do to tell me that 
the Government has already more navy yards than. 
it wants, and, therefore, that there is no neces- 
sity for more. It is not true that there are more 
than are Wanted, for I have jast demonstrated the 
absolute necessity of another, for the protection 
of our. southern coast and of our West India 

‘trade. If there are more, than ‘are necessary, 

it must be at the. north, where they are all 


estublished=certainly not at the south, whers 
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there is not one, from Hatteras to Florida, 


along an extensive and. unprotected coast of more 
than, probably, a thousand miles. . Whether any 


-of the existing establishments of tbis kind ought 


_to be abolished. or not, it is not my purpose to dis- 


cuss. I have no donbt that mere than one of them 
might be abandoned with great advantage to the 
Government. But whether they are all retained or 
not, an additional navy yard ought to be erected at 
Charleston harbor.. Fhave shown its indispensable 
necessity to the South, and its corresponding im- 
portance to the Government. I do, therefore, ap- 
peal in favor of this measure, to the enlightened 
patriotism of this honorable body. Sur, ours isa 


. government of feeling and opinion. Feach the 


people every where to love it, by an impartial ad- 
ministration of its benefits and burdens, and it is 
the strongest. Government on earth. Alienate the 
affection of any portion, on the contrary, by causing 
them to feel and realise, that whilst all its benefits are 
conferred on others, all its burdens are imposed on 
them, and it much necessarily be weakened, to the 
extent, at least, to which such disaffection may pre- 
vail. I do, therefore, earnestly apppeal to the good 
feeling, and enlightened judgment, of évery gentle- 
man from every section of the Union, to support 
‘this measure—particularly, as I trast I have shown 
conclusively, that its adoption would not only bean 
evidence of just liberality to my constituents and 
State, but.an act of wise policy in relation to the 
Government, and essentially advantageous to the 
best interests of our navy. 

After Mr. P. had @onclided, several other gen- 
tlemen addressed the committee. The question 
was then taken on Mr. Dawson’s sobstituic, which 
was rejected without a division. The question 
was then taken ox Mr, P’s amendment, which was 
also disagreed to. 

Ou Thursday, the 23d of February, the navy 
appropriation bill having been taken up for consi- 
deration in the Tiouse, Mr. Pincnnny renewed the 
amendment which he had offered in Committee of 
ihe Whole, and again urged some of the leaui 
arguments in favor of it. Mr. P. also bror : 
tac neice of the Hiovse the fact, that he had 
that morning reecived a petition from Captain 
Pennoyer, of the steamboat Dolphin, praying re- 
muncration for his services in having rescued the 
United Siates brig of war Porpoise 
imminent peril on Bronswiek bar. sintement 
of Captain P. was faoliy confirmed by Captain 
Ramsay, showing coneinsively that, so far from 
there being a sufficient depth of water at that bar 
for frigates and ships of the line, that even the 
Porpoise (smaller than a sloop) had been stranded, 
and was very nearly destroyed, at the north 
breaker, in attempting to enter Brunswick harbor. 

Mr. P. again insisted on the absurdity of esta- 
blishing navy yards at places where there are 
neither forts, nor mechanics, nor any naval requi- 
site whatever. 

Mr. McKay of North Carolina spoke in favor 
of selecting Beaufort, in that State. 

Mr. Dawson renewed his amendment in favor of 
Brunswick. 

Mr. Mann of New York spoke in favor of a 
navy yard at Charleston. 

Mr. Pearce of Rhode Island followed on the 
same side, and did fall justice to the saperior 
claims of Charleston. 

Mr. Haynes of Georgia again advocated the 
claims of Branswiek. i 

Mr. MeKxox again urged the policy of a south- 
ern navy yard, and gave the preference to Charles- 
ton over all the places thathad been brought forward 
in debate. 

Mr. Grayson was in favor of Charleston, but, if 
Charleston should not be seiecied by the House, he 
thought there was another point decidediy prefera- 
ble to the port of Brunswick. 

Mr. ‘Grayson said, the objections of gentlemen 
to Charleston, proceeded from an erroneous view. 
oË the-extent of the navy yard intended to be es- 
tablished there. It was not a yard for the con- 
straction of frigates that was proposed. IF it were, 
the want of water-on the bar was a valid objec- 
tion. But for: sloops of war and smaller vessels 
there was depth of water enough, and in all ather 
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House, 


Feb. 1887. 
H. of Reps. 


rior to any place on the southern coast. .. ; 
Her mechanics were already prepared for the 


building of vessels of a description not inferior to` 


any in the United States. A sloop of war might 
be ordered to be constructed there to-morrow, and 
would at once be built in the private yard of ene 
of her shipwrights, as skilfully. and substantially 
in any part of the country. If any other point on 
thé coast were selected fora navy yard, large ex- 
penditures for ferts would become necessary. 
Charleston was already securely fortified, and 
this expense would be saved. ‘There is not a navy 
yard in the United States that would be more se- 
cure than one in Charleston, without the expense 
to Government of an additional gun. i 


In her central ‘position on the southern eoast— 
in her industrious, skilful, and excellent mechanics 
—in the abundant. supply she furnished of the 
best brick, and other building materials, and in the 
‘ship timber which the vicinity afforded of the 
finest kind, Charleston afforded every advantage 
which could be demanded, except a good depth of 
water on her bar. 


If, however, the House was determined. to set 
aside the claims of Charleston, and to select that 
point of the coast where the best water was to be 
found—where the bar should be deepest and most 
accessible, still the proposition of the gentleman 
from Georgia could not be received. The report 
of the officers who surveyed Brunswick harbor, 
does itself afford ample proof that Congress should 
not Gecide in favor of that harbor, These officers 
admit that Savannah bar is the deepest and most 
accessible on the coast. They say expressly that 
if a frigate could reach Coxspur, they might re- 
verse their decision in favor of Brunswick. But 
there is good reason to believe that a frigate might 
reach a much better point than Coxspur by. the 
same iniet-—Savannah bar. That bar is the en- 
trance not only to Savannah river, but to May 
river. This arm of the sea, for such it is, leads 
up to a fine dry healthy position, with a depth of 
water, from the bar up, of no where less than 
twenty feet. This position is high, and affords ex- 
cellent fresh water, Coxspur is a hard marsh, 
with not a foot of high land, destitute of fresh wa- 
ter, and exposed to northeast gales from the ocean. 
Yet if these officers could ‘carry a frigate to Cox- 
spur,, they would,not have decided in favor of 
Brunswick. It is certain, therefore, that they 
could not have decided in favor of Brunswick if 
thay had been acquainted with May river. 

If, then, the House determine against Charleston, 
as the decision of the committee seems to indicate 
they will, I ask that they shall wait fer further in- 
formation, and act with a full understanding of all 
the facts connected with the subject. If there isa 
better place than Brunswick, let it be ascertained, 
and Jet the House decide after a full and acéurate 
examination of the coast.’ Any decision: now in 
favor of Brunswick would be premature. | 

The question was then taken on Mr: PINCKNEY’S 
amendment, by yeas and nays, which are as fol- 
lows :. 


YEAS-—Mesers. Ash; Bean, Borden, Buchanan, Burns, Ca- 
, dohn Chambers, John F. H. Claiborne, Corwin, Cramer, 
maa, Denny, French, Fry, Ghoison, Gillet, Grayson, 
Famer, Samuel S, Harrison, Albert G. Harrison; Hen: 
derson, Hi n Hubley, Huntington, Richard M. Johnson, 
ane, Lan , Joshua Lee, Abijah Mann, Moses Maron, 
a a, May, McLarty, McKennan, Morgan, Muhlen- 
g, Page, Parks, Patterson, Franklin Pierce, D J. Pearce, 
Sickles, Spangter, Sprague, Thomas, John Thomson, 
hster, and White—51. y 
s. Adams, Alford, Chilton Allam, Bailey, Beau- 
k, Bond, Boon, Boyd, Brown, John Calhoon, Cam- 
breleng, hapin, Chetwood, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, 
Coles, Cr rone, Crary, Cushing, Darimgton, Dawson, 
Doubleday, Efner, Everett, Fairfield, Fowler, Fuller, James 
Garland, Granger, Graniiand, Graves, Grennell, Joseph Hall, 
Harlin, Herper, Hawkins, Haynes, Herod, Hoar, Howard, 
Hunt, Huntsman, Jarvis, Jenifer, Cave Johnson, Henry Jahn- 
son, John W, Jones, Benjamin Jones, Klingensmith, Lawrence, 
Luke Lea, Leonard, Lewis, Lincoln, Logan, Loyal, Lucas, 
Lyon, Job Mann, Martin, Maury, McComas, McKim, MeLene, 
Mercer, Miller, Montgomery, Owens, Parker, Patton, James 
A. Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, Phillips, Potts, Reed, Augustine 
H. Shepperd, Shinn, Sloane, Steele, Taliaferro, Toucey, Tur- 
net, Underwood, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Wardwell, Elisha 
Whittlesey, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod 
Wiliams, Yell, and Young--95, - 


So the amendment was disagreed to by the 


mont, Bl 
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REVENUE. 
REMARKS OF MR. REYNOLDS, 


Or Irmos. ; 

In the House of Representatives, on the 25th February, 
1837.—Mr. Reynoips, of Illinois, rose and in 
Substance as follows remarked: .. 

Mr. Speaker, my friend (Mr. Graves) from Ken- 
tucky, has made a long speech from a short piece of 
paper. I will make a short speech, because I have 
no paper, or notes, at all. 

J am utterly astonished that a subject so palpably 
plain and easy to comprehend, and so manifestly 
just and right within itself, should meet with such 
opposition as it does in this House. 

If I were turned out into the wide world, in search 
of plain and simple propositions, I would at once 
settle down on the one before the House. Its lati- 
tude and longitude, and all its various bearings, 
can be marked with mathematical precision. No 
one can misunderstand it, “if he has an eye to see, 
oran ear to hear.” To give back to the people 
their own money, which is not wanted for the ex- 
penses of Government, seems to me to require no 
argument to support it. 


SURPLUS 


This is the proposition now -before the House. 


Any argument to sustain such a self-evident truth 
will odscure,it, and add nothing to its standing in 
the mind of any individual. 

My astonishment is greatly increased to see my 

ersonal and political friends oppose the measure. 
For the good sense and honesty of those friends I 
have the most profound respect and veneration. I 
am proud, that Iam honored with their confidence. 
This friendship has made a lasting impression on 
my heart, so that I am the more aggrieved to know 
that we may separate on this subject. Fhope we 
will not disagree on such a proposition, which is so 
conducive, in my opinion, tu the best interests of our 
country. 
© Icannot see any necessity for a party action on 
this subject. My political friends, with whom I 
have had the honor to act, cannot discover any 
grounds on which to separate. [have been found 
“working in the Harness” with them on all occa- 
sions, and will continue to observe the same course, 
let the fate of this proposition be decided one way 
or the other. Iam notone of those individuals to 
condemn my political friends if they do not act in 
every particular as I do. On this occasion, they 
may possess some powerful reason of which I am 
ignorant. Iam one of the militia in cur house- 
hold. .I do not aspire tobe a violent partisan, so 
as to follow party, with my eyes shut, agaist com- 
mon sense and the good of my country. 

_ This being my situation, il may be the cause i 
cannot seé the reasons by which some of my po- 
litical friends are influenced on this subject. 

Tt is not unreasonable to see parties organized 
in every country. They are in this Republic, and 
it would not require the talents of a philosopher 
to see that they exist in this House. 

In order to advance the best interests of the coun- 
try, certain measures must be pursued. These mea- 
sures ought to be founded on principle, to advance 
the common welfare of the country. To prosecute 
these measures, parties must be formed and or- 
ganized. Ihave always understoed this was the 
object of the great democratic party in the United 
States. To advance the best interests of my coan- 
try, was, and is sull, my object in acting with ttis 
party. Ihave been with it “time immemorial.” 
“The memory of man runneth not to the con- 
trary.” 

Being in this situation of mind and body, I ap- 
peal to my compeers, my political friends, to nnite 
and act together on this subject, which to my mind 
is so eminently calculated to advance the welfare 
of the country. 

The militia of our party at the last session 
of Congress achieveda victory on this selisaime 
subject, and thereby restored to the peopie their 
own money; after deducting from it all the appro- 
priations which the public good required. ‘These 
troops, without their file leaders, captains, cr > 
geants, associated together, and with the good of 
of their country stronger impressed on their 
hearts than party discipline achieved the vietory 
above alluded to. 


Surplus Revenue—Mr. Reynolds. 
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I hope I will have the pleasure to see the same 5 


men act in the seme manner, on the same subject, 
this year, as they did the last.. There is nothing 
in the nature of the subject to change the principle 
on which we acted at the last session of Congress. 
The people, to my knowledge, have not remon- 


strated against the act of the last session on this | 


subject. In the name of God, can we expect that 
the people will be displeased’ to have .returned to 
themselves their own money, which the public ex- 
penditures do not need? 

The militia, I may term them the national guard, 
will again assemble around the national standard, 
and, without the interference of their drilled and 
drilling officers,. sustain this proposition, which 
will, in my opinion, be hailed by our countrymen 
as one, of the best acts of this, or any other, session 
of Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, this proposition, standing pre-emi- 
nently above the necessity of argument to sustain 
it, I will consider some of the objections which are 
urged against it. 
House to consider arguments which have been 
made in the Cominittee of the Whole. Although 
these arguments were used with, no doubi, powerful 
effect in the committee last night, yet we are not at 
liberty to speak of them in this House. This is, in 
my opinion, like many other rules, positively against 
common sense, and against the advancement of the 
public business. The members composing the 
Committee of the Whole are the same who consti- 
tute this House, have the same faculties and reason- 
ing powers in one case as in the other, and, I pre- 
sume, have the same sentiments ccncerning this 
proposition in this House at this time, as they ex- 
pressed last right in the Committee of the Whole, 
yet we cannot combat these arguments here, and 
show their fallacy. 


The general and common place obiection is, that 
i iA 2 ars ) 
fi there will be ne surplus revenue ia the Treasury to 
H distribute. This argument was suggested to me 


If it it be right in one year, it will be proper and 
right at any other, and all other times. 


i by my friends who sit near me, before I had the 
honor to address the Chair. 
it is to my mind an objection, that is not even 
blessed with a relationship to good sense. It 
is an orphan in the world without a godfather. 
Most oblections, even if they are without founda- 
tion, can employ some sort of argrments to sustain 
thers; but itis not the case with the one before us. 
Even the simple statement of the case ought to put 
it to rest for ever: that if no surplis—no distribu- 
tion. 
f there is ne surplus revenue, the act cf Con- 
r remain a dead letter inour statute books, 
aiid wil be in that respect similar to a thousand 
other inoperative paragraphsin these books. 
I can not see, why a provision can not be enact- 
ed, io be perpetual, and lasting for ever, in relation to 
this policy? 


It would be a singular provision for a miller to 
have a waste-gate to let the surplus water off his 
mill-dam for one year alone; and let the accumula- 
tion of water at ether times break his dam. 

This may be considered a very humble compari- 
son; but it is one known to every body, and is m 
roy opinion applicable to the case before the House. 

Mr. Speaker: I can compare our situation to that 
asteamboat in danger of exploding 
What is to be done in 
| case? Do you think, sir, that any man of 
; common sense cn board the boat would deliberately 

keep up the steam, and endenger the vessel, and all 
| en board, by inevitable explosion? The prompt 

remedy would be to let off the steam. So with the 
surplus. Let it off. Yet I have no fears of the 
United & 


of people in 
from an excess of steam. 
a 


such 


a 


tes exploding if the surplus revenue re- 

main int s, ov in the pockets of the people. 

The conspicuous figure an honorable gentleman 

shibited on this occasion, has made a 

asting impression on my mind, and. such as I 
hope the House will induige me in noticing, 

The gentleman, with all that sage solemnity with 


| which he is so eminently gifted, attempted to raise 


the enriain of futurity, and permitus, the uninitiated, 
to take a glimpse at the awful things which would 
take place, if the proposition to distribute suc- 
ceeded. i 


It is contrary to therules o fithis 


The dissolution of the Government wa 


‘proaching to probability, and that he himself Wasi 


laboring under the awftd responsibility of warping 
the world “to flee from the wrath: to: tome.” 
Moreover, if I recollect correctly, he advanced an’ 
idea that he then considered the Government of the 
United States as resting on his back. : a 
This-speech brought forcibly to my mind. the fa- 
ble of Colonel Atlas, of ancient ‘times, “ sustain- ` 
ing the Heavens on his shouldezs.” “One story_ 
had in it about as much truth asthe other, © © 07 
The ‘iocus ia “quo of these Government disselu- 
tions has been changed from the south fo the ncrth. 
Another objection is made against this amend-: 
ment, that it will establish an unnatural connection 


“between the Federal and State Governments, in- 


jurious to both, and destructive to the latter. it is” 
said that-a dependance of the State Governments 
on the General Government will be created, and 
thereby a reduction of the State Governments into + 
a federal consolidated government will be effected. 
I consider‘the good sense of the people will cor- 
rect this evil, if it be one, gs well as cther matters 
which have this tendency. The people. in their 
State Governments. will ‘not depend on this, the most. 
uncertain thing of ah contingencies, the surplus 
revenue. gA Lis : cee 
I would appeal to any ‘reflecting. man ‘to Say 
if the people could, with any certainty, depend -on 
such precarious support Yor the State Goverhments. 
Morcover the people, as I heretofore observed, would 


A 


- have tco much good sense to permit a revenue. to: 


be collected of themselves to be again returned to 
them. ; : 

It is all a shatn, to gull the people, to say this is 
a system to collect revenue and distribute it. Tt is 
amere temporary expedient: but still a permanent” 
provision might be engrafted on our laws, to be 
resorted i in similar emmergencies. - aay a 

Mr. Speaker, another objection urged against this 
measnre is that the proposition is not attached to 
its “yokefellow;” the amendment is not made tora 
proper and appropriate bill. «ea 

I would appeal to the good sense of the members, 
who are now honoring me so much with their.at- 
tention on this occasion, if it be not a singular 
time now, at the close of a short session, to umake 
this objection. If we had time to devote to etiquette, ` 
and nice and strict ceremony, thei the argument 
might ve considered. ‘These secundem artem gentle- 
men musthave more time than we now have, to 
urge these objections with any hopes of success. 

Ï am notat all acquainted with nice dandyism, 
but I am told, by their rules and regulations, a per- 
son is the most genteel to wear a suit of clothes all 
of the same color; yet I see around me gentlemen 
clad in different colors, and still appear to a great 
advantage. So it will be with, the amendment to 
the bill before the House. The proper officers 
of the. Government will both find it, and execute it, 
if we pass it. > 

Mr. Speaker, another objection is that it is ima 
proper, and even some say it is unconstitutional, 
to raise a surplus fund for distribution. 

Ji would be extremely unwise to collect money 
to distribute it to the people again. I have no he-- 
sitation in saying, that such an idea never once 
entered the heads of the framers of the Constitu- 
tion. It would be not only unwise, but absurd, 
to suppose the: people would permit such an 
idle ceygmony to go on, without either honor or 
profit to themselves. ete 

This proposition does not impose the necessity. 
on Congress to raise a revenue to distribute re R 
only provides, if there exists a surplus-in-the Trea- 
sury on ihe first of Jandary, 1838, then, andia 
that eveut, to distribute ii among the States, in t 
proportion mentioned in the amendment. | 

Such surplus existing in the ‘Treasury is a mis- 
fortune; but it is one from which we can be re~ 
lieved with the greatest ease. ; i 

In. Governments, as in other things, we canuut 
expect perfection. The object of Government, iu 
this respect, is to raise a revenue proportionate to 
the wants of the. Government; but “tis not in ihe 
power of the human mind, it is not, in. the compass 
ef human wisdom, on all occasions, to make the 
revenue correspond with the expenditures of the 
Government. Fhe means by which we raise car 
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revenue are such, that we ĉañnot expect to make 
thë ‘one ‘equial to the other on all occasions... 
` ‘When we have. not enough revenue, we borrow 
‘to. make up the deficit. “When we have tco much, 
why not send “it back to the people in their State 
Legisiatures? ate : : ; 
T have; on all occasions, voted for every proposi- 
tion to reduce the tariff duties, and to abridge the 
sales of the public lands, in such manner as for the 
revenue to meet the wants of the Government. I 
think Congress has the power to remodel what is 
called “the compromise act.’ The sales of the 
public lands should be confined to actual settlers, 


and that at reduced prices for lands which have 
been in market for a number of years. If this 
čoùrse had been pursued, and the proper reductions 
made, we would;have had no trouble on the sub- 
ject of the surplus revenue. . 

{I iake no charges against the chairmen of the 

“committees having these subjects in their charge, 
in neglecting thcir duties; but I do not sce why 
both the subjects of the’sale of the public lands and 
the reduction’‘of the tariff duties, might not have 
beet acted on at the present session. Iwas at all 
times ready to act on them, with or without 
‘Speeches, , 

It is agreed on all sides that money is a danger- 
ous neighbor, and has a corrupting influence. It 
is like Satan in the garden. of Eden. Gentlemen 
who contend against this amendment, say that this 
money. will corrupt and injure the people and their 
State Legislatures by distributing it. ` 

Mr. Speaker: T cannot discover the force of th 
arguinent that induces them to arrive at this con- 
clusion. It may impose on the State Legislatures 
more business, and responsibilities in the discharge 
of their duties; but it cannot have a necessary ten- 
dency to corrupt the people. 

If this proposition be rejected, and the money 
deposited in the pet banks, what will be the con- 
sequences? There is, to say the least of it, more 
danger of corruption in the lattor case than in the 
former. Those banks are private corporations, and 
responsible to no body, farther than they are bound 
by dollars.and cents. They have the power, and 
will act. to the best advantage to make money, and 

. to retain the money that may be deposited with 
them. They are sharp, and shaving, and skinning 
in their operations, and will move in very acute an- 
gles to make money. 

’ T will present to the House another view of these 

banks, as to their solvency. 

It was in former days very fashionable for banks 
to break and become insolvent to a vast amount of 
money. ‘This is a matter of history known to every 
body, legislative, judicial, er otherwise. he conn- 
try may again be visited with snch a calamity as 
heretofore, and the banks from one end of the con- 
‘federation to the other may either become insol- 
vent or collapsed to such extent as to be unable to 
pay the governmental deposites. The Government 
has already Jost vast sums by banks. 

The surplus funds being deposited in these banks, 
thus situated, and liable to insolvency, | would ask 
any candid man to say, in which siteation would 
the money be the most secnre? in the banks, or in 
the handsof the people, managed by their State 
Legislatures? It seems to me that no man can lay 
his hang on his. breast and say, that the money is as 
secure in the banks as with the peopie themselves. 

Ifthe public money be intended for deposte only, 
in the possession of the States it issafe. If it never 
is to be returned, then it is also safe. in the people’s 
own pockets. : 

Mr. Speaker: it seems unreasonable to me that 
the banks should use this- publie money, with-all 
their liabilities to insolvency, and their natural ten- 
dency to skin, and that, too, without profit to the 
Government, when the same money may be safe 

dn the hands of the people, and used to their own 
` advantage. 

[At this time the Hon. Mr. McKim of Maryland 
rose to state that the time (3 o'clock) had arrived 
‘when'the House took a recess.) 

Tsee my friend from Maryland is more pleased 
with his dinner than with any other earthly conside- 
ration. I will hot deprive him of his pleasure, 

. although I had much more to Say on this subject, 

Į will close my remarks. ` 


_ Salt Tax— Benton. 
SALT TAX.‘ 
SPEECH OF MR. BENTON, 


Or Missourt. 


“In Senate, Tuesday Feb. 21, 1837.—On the motion 


_of Mr. DAVIS of Massachusetts to strike salt 

from the bill. te ig! = . 

Mr. BENTON rose to ask for the yeas and nays 
on this motion, and to give some reasons why it 
should not prevail. It was a motion vital to the 
bill, and touched an item in which its greatest value 
consisted. The motion was to strike from the bill 
the article of salt, now paying a heavy duty, and 
which this bill proposed to make free of duty. The 
item was important for the amount of revenue 


which it produced, say $650,000 per annum, and. 


far more important as being an article of prime 
necessity and universal use. "This being the im- 
portance of the article, J, for one, said Mr. B. am 
willing to go into the discnssion of the whole policy 
of the bill upon this motion; and further, if the mo- 
tion prevails, and salt is to remain a taxed article, 
I care but little for the rest of the bill. The re- 
mainder.of the articles embraced in it, with the ex- 
ception of common blankets, Indian blankets, Liv- 
erpool earthenware, and a few others, are either 
luxuries or trifles; and if we cannot succeed in res- 
cuing from taxation this article of universal use 
and prime necessity, I shall not exert myself to res- 
cue luxuries and trifles from it. 

We are met at the threshhold of this debate by 
an objection which applies not only to the article of 
salt, but, also, to almost every article of any con- 
seyucnce or importance, which the bill contains; 
and which objection, if it prevails, will reduce the 
hill to the lowest degree of insignificance, if not to a 
state of absolute nullity. This objection is found- 
ed upon the last clause, in the Jast section, of the 
famous act of March 2, 1833, commonly called, by 
its friends, the compromise act, but which has no 
feature of a compromise, except between politi- 
cians, and was, in itself, a frustration of the ex- 
pressed will of the people, and eminently disadvan- 
tageous to the cotntry, as well as grossly deroga- 
tory to the powers of Congress. ‘That act, in the 
clause referred to, undertakes to tie up the 
constitutional hands’ of Congress to legislate up- 
on the subject of duties until the. 30th day of 
June, in the year 1849, except in relation to arti- 
cles which, by the aet of July 2d, 1832, were sub- 
ject to an ad valorem duty of less than 20 per cent. 
and then limits Congress to action upon this small 
class of items ou the contingency of a deficit, or 
excess, in the revenue; with a further gracious per- 
mission, in the event of citber of these contingen- 
cies, to supply the waat, if there is a deficit, by 
raising the duty on this class of articles, to 20 per 
cent; and to cutoff the excess, if there is too much, 
by reducing the rates of duties on the same class 
of articles. This is the act! and the bare state- 
ment of its enactments, presents an arrogantand un- 
constitational, and, as the event has proved, a most 
tawise, attempt to tie up the hands of Congress for 
nine years, upon the main subject for which the Fede- 
ral Government wascreated! and upon which con- 
stant attention, and frequent action, from Congress is 
required! I do not, said Mr. B. go into the full 
objections to this miscalled compromise act at pre- 
Sent; another occasion, in the course of the debate, 
will be taken for that task, At present, I dirmit 
myself to a mere reference to the heads of my ob- 
Jections to it at the time it was passed ; namely, 
that it was no compromise to which the States or 
the people were parties, but a mere arrangement 
between a couple of politicians, to get rid, for a 
little while, of a bone of contention between them- 
selves, and to enable them to put their shoulders 
logether against the administration; and, thus ar- 
ranged, was carried through on a ery of civil war 
and disunion ;—that it was artfully contrived: to 
keep up high duties for nine years, and then to let 
ail down at once by a plunge, and so produce a 
general revulsion, and united effort at restoration to 
their former position, by all the parties interested 
in the high tarif’;—that, far from conforming 
to the will -of the peopie, it was a frustra. 
tion of their : expressed ‘will, made known in 
the issue of all the elections, and in the total 
defeat of the high tarif candidates for the Presis 
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dency and Vice Presidency;—that it was eminently 
disadvantageous to the south and west, as it went 
to prevent farther relief from duties till 1842, and 
then left Congress at full liberty, after that period, 
to raise the dutics as high as ever;—and, finally, 
that it was an arrogant, unconstitutional, unwise, 
and impotent attempt to limit, restrain, and nullify 


‘the action of Congress upon a subject, on which 


they were bound by the Constitution’ to act just so 
often as action was necessary. For these reasons, 
and many others, I opposed this act at the time it 
was passed, and declared then, as I declare now, 
that I should pay no more regard to it than to any 
other act of Congress, and that I should act upon 
the subject of duties whenever it seemed necessary, 
by looking to the Constitution of the United States, 
and not to this little truce between a couple of an- ` 
tagonist politicians, for the source of my legisla- 
live powers. 

The article of salt would fail, as would almost 
every valuable article in the bill, under the prohibi- 
tions of this act. By that act, Congress is doubly 
prohibited from legislating upon it until the advent 
of that great day for recovering our constitutional ` 
powers, which is designated as the 30th day of 
June, in the year 1842! The prohibition is dou 
ble—first, as an article not paying an ad valorem, - 
but a specific duty; ahd next, as paying a duty 
above twenty per cent. on the value. Under this 
act, then, our powers.are gone, but under the Con- 
stitution they are in full force; and, as that Consti~ 
tution does not warrant the levy of more money 
for the Federal Treasury than the federal wants. 
require, and we are. now levying more than we 
want, I, for one, shall proceed to reduce 
the levy, and shall have recourse to the salt 
tax as the leading, and most eminent, article on 
which the reduction should fail. T put it at the 
head of the hst of the articles for abolition of duty, 
both for the amount of the tax which it produces, 
and the nature of the article itself. The tax which 
it brings to the Treasury is about $650,000 per an- 
num; the article upon which it is levied is one of 
most nniversal use, and of most indispensable ne- 
cessity, This tax is great in itself, amounting te 
near an average of 100 per cent upon the mass of 
the salt imported; but itis only by locking into the 
detail of the tax—its amount upon different varieties 
of salt—its effect upon the trade and sale of the 
article—upon its importation and use—and the con- 
sequences upon the agriculture of the country, fer 
want of adequate supplies of salf—that the weight 
of the tax, and the disastrous effects of its imposi- 
tion, can be ascertained. To enable the Senate to 
judge of these effects and cousequences, and to ren- 
der my remarks more intelligible, I will read a ta- 
ble of the importation of salt for the year 1835—the 
last that has becn made up—and which is known to 
be a fair index to the annual importations for many 
years past. With the number of bushels, and the 
name of the country from which the imporiations 
come, will be given the value of each parcel at the 
place it was obtained, and the original cost per 
bushel. 


[See table on next page. | 

Mr. B. would remark that salt, being brought in. 
ballast, the greatest quantity came from England, 
where we had the largest trade; and that its impor- 
tation, with a tax upon it, being merely incidental 
to trade, this greatest quantity came from the place 
where it cost most, and was of far inferior kind. 
The salt from England was nearly one half of the 
whole quantity imported; its cost was about sixteen 
cents a bushel; and its quality was so inferior that 
neither in the United States, nor in Great Britain, 
could it be used for curing provisions, fish, butter, 
or any thing that required long keeping, or expo- 
sure to southern heats. This wes the salt com- 
monly called Liverpool. It was made by 
artificial heat, and never was, and never can be 
made pure, as the mere agitation of the boiling 
prevents the separation of the bittern, and other fo- 
reign and poisonous ingredients with which all 
salt water, and even mineral salt, is more or less 
impregnated. The other half of the imported salt 
costs far less than the English salt, and is infinitely 
superior to it; so far superior that the English salt 
will not even serve for a substitute in the important 
business of curing fish, and flesh, for long keeping, 
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or southern exposure. This salt.was.made by the 
action of the sun in the latitudes approaching, and 
under the tropics. We begin to. obtain it in the 
West Indies, and in large quantity on Turk’s 
Island; and get it from all the islands and coasts, 
under the sun’s track, from the Gulf of Mexi- 
eo to the Black Sea. The Cape de Verd 
Islands, the Atlantic and Mediterranean ‘coasts 
of Spain and Portugal, the’ Mediterranean coast 
of France, the two coasts of Italy, the islands 
in the Mediterranean, the coasts of the Adriatic, the 
Archipelago, and up to the Black Sea, all produce 
it and send it to us. The table which has been 
read shows that the original cost of this salt—the 
purest and strongest in the world—is about nine or 
ten cents a bushel in the Gulf of Mexico; five, six 
and seven cents on the coasts of France, Spain and 


Portugal; three and four cents in Italy and the . 
Yet- 


Adriatic; and less than three cents in Sicily. 
all this salt bears one uniform duty; it was all 
twenty cents a bushel, and is now. near ten cents 
a bushel; so that while the tax onthe English salt 
isa little upwards of fifty per cent. on the value, 
the same taxon all the other salt, is from 100 to 
200, and 300 and.near 400 percent. Thesun- 
made salt is chiefly used in the Great West, in 
curing provisions; the Liverpool is chiefly used 
on the Atlantic coasts; and thus the people in 
different sections of the Union pay different degrees 
of tax upon the same articles, and that which costs 
least is taxed most. A tax ranging to some hun- 
dred per cent. isin itself an enormous tax; and 
thus the duty collected by the Federal Government 
from all the consumers of the sun-made salt, is in 
itself excessive; amounting, in many instances, to 
double, treble, or even quadruple the original cost 
of the article. This is an enormity of taxation 
which strikes the mind at the first blush; but, it is 
only the beginning of the enormity, the extent of 
which is only discoverable in tracing its effects 
to all their diversified and injurious consequences. 
In the first place, it checks and prevents the impor- 
tation of the salt. Coming as ballast, and not as 
an article of commerce on which profit is to be 
made, the shipper cannot bring it except he is sup- 
plied with money to pay the duty, or surrenders it 
‘ Into the hands of salt dealers, on landing, to go his 
security for the payment of the duty. Thus, the 
importation of the article is itself checked; and this 
check operates with the greatest force in all cases 
where the original price of the salt was least; and, 
therefore, where it operates most injuriously to the 
country. In all such cases the tax operates as a 
prohibition to use salt as ballast, and checks its im- 
portation from all the places. of its production 


STATEMENT of the quantity of Salt imported into the 
United States during the year 1835, with the value 
and cost thereof, per bushel, at the place from which 

` it was imported. 


Number off ‘ Cost per 
Countries. bushels. | i ushel. 
Sweden and Norway, 8,556) $572, $ 
Swedish West Indies, | 6,856) 708 103 
Danish West Indies, 2,351 386; 16 
Dutch West Indies, 141,566) 12,967: 9 
England, 2,613,077) 412,507; 163 
Ireland, 51,954) 12,276: 
Gibraltar, 17,832, 1,385: 73 
Malta, 1,506; Us: 73 
British West Indies, 959,786) 98,497) 10 
British Am. Colonies, 138,593} 30,374 
France on Mediterra- 
nean, 22,648) 3, 63 
Spain on Atlantic, 360,140) 16, 4% 
Spain onMediterranean, 105,000, 5, 54 
Portugal, | 780,000 53,6 7 
Cape de Verd Islands, | 8,134) BO 
baly, ; $6,742 15 44 
Sicily, : 5,786) 2% 
Trieste, | 7,883) 3% 
Turkey; 9,377) ; 1-10 
Colombia, 17,162 1,227 
Brazil, 250 5S. 
Argentine Republic, 462: 41 
Africa, 5,733, 615) 103 


5,735,364.655,000! 
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Salt Tax—Mr. Benton. 


nearest the sun’s track, from the Gulf of Mexico to 
Constantinople. In the next place, the imposition: 
of the tax throws the salt into the hands of an in- 
termediate set of cealers in the sea ports, who 
either advance the duty, or go security for it, and 
who thus become, possessed of nearly all the salt 


which is imported. A few persons employed. in | 


this business engross the salt, and fix the price for 
allin the market;. and fix it higher or lower, not ac- 
cording to the cost of the article, but according to the- 
necessities of the country, and the quantity on 
hand, and the season of the year. ‘The prices 
at which they fix it are known to. all purchasers, 
and may be seen in all prices current. It is 
generally, in the case of alum salt, four, five, ten, 
or fifteen times, as much as it cost. It is generally 
forty, or fifty, or sixty cents a bushel, and nearly 
the same price for all sorts, without any reference 
to the original cost, whether it cost three cents, or 


five cents, or ten cenis, or fifteen cents, a bushel. 


About one uniform price is put on the whole, and 
the purchaser has to submit to the imposition. 
This results from the‘effect of the tax, throwing 


| the article, which is nothing. but ballast, into the 


hands of salt dealers. The importer does not 
bring more money than the salt is worth, to pay 
the duty; -he does not come prepared to pay a 
heavy duty on his ballast; he has to depend upon 
raising the money for paying the duty after he ar- 
rives in the United States; and this throws him into 
the hands of the salt dealer, and subjects the coun- 
try purchaser to all the fair charges attending this* 
change of hands, and this establishment of an in- 
termediate dealer, who must have his profits; and 
also to all the additional exactions which he may 
choose to make. This should not be. There 


should be no costs, nor charges, nor intermediate ` 


profits, on such an article as salt. It comes as 
ballasi; es ballast it should he handed. out—should 
be handed from the ship to the steamboat— 
should escape port charges, and intermediate 
profiis—and this would be the case, if the duty 
was abolished. Thus the charges, costs, pro- 
fits, and exactions, in consequence of the tax, 
are greater than the tax itself!" But this ‘is 
not all—a further injury, resulting from. the 
tax, is yet. to be inflicted upon the- consumer. 
It is well known that the measured bushel of alum 
salt, and all sun made salt is alum salt—it is well 
known that a bushel of this salt weighs about 
eighty-four pounds; yet the custom-house bushel 
goes by weight, and not by measure, and fifty-six 
pounds is there the bushel. Thus the consumer, 
in consequence of having the salt sent through the 
custom-house, is shifted from the measured to the 
weighed bushel, and loses twenty-eight pounds by 
the operation! but this is not his whole loss; the 
intermediate salt dealer deducts six pounds more, 
and gives fifty pounds for the bushel; and thus 
this taxed and custom-housed article, after paying 
some hundred per cent. fo the Government, 
and several hundred per cent. more to the regraters, 
is worked into a loss of thirty-four pounds on every 
bushel! All these losses and impositions would 
vanish, if salt was freed from the necessity of 
passing the custom-houses; and to do that, it must 
be frecd in toto fromm taxation. The slightest duty 
would operate nearly the whole mischief; for it 
would throw the article into the hands of regraters, 
and would substitute the weighed for the measured 
bushel, 

Such. are the direct injuries of the salt tax; a tax 
enormous in itself,. disproportionate in its applica- 
tion to the same articie in different parts of the 
Union, and bearing hardest upon that kina which is 
cheapest, best, and mest indispensable. 
to the Government is enormous, $659,000 rer an- 
num upon an artele only worth abont $699,000; 
but what the Government receives is a trifle, com- 
pared to what is exacted by the reerater,—what is 
lost in the diference between the weighed and the 
measured bushe!,—and the less which the farmers 
sustain for want of adequate supplies of salt for his 
stock, and their food. Assuming the Government 
tax to be ten cents a bushel, the average cost of 
alum salt to be seven cents, and the regrater’s price 
to be fifty cents, and it is clear that he receives up- 
wards of three times as much as the Government 
does; and ‘hat the tribute to those regraters is ‘hear 


bushel; 


The levy — 


| United States, for want of the free use of ‘this arti 


two millions of dollars. per’ anniun: “Assuming: . 
again that thirty-four :pounds'in the bushel äre tost: 
to the consumer-in the substitution of the weighed for 
the measured bushel, and here is another loss amount- 
ingto nearly ‘three-eighths of the value of the ‘salt; 
that is to say, to about $250,000 on an-importa- : 
tion of $650,000 worth. a SOL 

These detailed views of the operation and ef- 
fects of the salt duty, continued: Mr. B. place’ the 
burdens of that tax in the most ‘odious and-revolt- 
ing light; but the picture is not yet complete; two 
other features are to be introduced into it, each 
of which, separately, aid still more, both put 
together, go far to double its enormity, and to carry 
the iniquity of such a tax up to the very-verge of 
criminality and sinfulness.. ‘The. first.of these fea- 
tures is, in. the loss which the farmers - sustain for 
want of adequate supplies of salt for their stock; 
and the second, from the fact, that the duty is a 
one-sided tax, being imposed only on seme sections 
of the Union, and not at all upon another section 
of the Union. j PES 

A few details will verify these additional: fea- 
tures. First, as to the loss which the country’ sus- 
tains for-want of adequate supplies of sali.) Every 
practical man knows that every description: of 
stock requires salt; hogs, horses, cattle, sheep; and 
that all the prepared food of cattle requires it also; 
hay, fodder, clover; shucks, &c.. ‘In-England, it is 
ascertained, by experience, that sheep require, each, 
half a pound a week;’ which is 28 pounds, or half 
a custom-house bushel për annum; cows ‘require a 
bushel and a half per annum; young cattle a 
bushel; draught horses, and draught cattle, a 
c Its, and young cattle, from three pecks 
to-a bushel each, per annum; and it was computed 
in England, before the abolition of the salt tax . 
there, that the stock of the English. farmers, 
for want of adequate supplies of salt, was 
injured to an annual amount. far beyond 
the product of the tax. Dr.. Young, before a 
commitiee of the British House of Commons, and 
upon oath, testified to his belief that the use of salt, 
free of tax, would benefit the agricultural. interest, 
in the increased value of their stock alone, to the 
annual amount of three millions sterling; near fifteen 
millions of dollars. Such was the injury of the salt 
tax in England to the agricultural interest in the 
single article of stock. What the injury might be 
to the agricultural interest in the United States, on 
the same article, on account of the stinted use of 
salt, occasioned by the tax, might be vague- 
ly conceived from general observation, and a 
few established facts. In the first place, it 
was known to every body that stock in our coun~ 
try was stinted for salt; that neither hogs, 
horses, cattle, or sheep, received any thing 


/ near the. quantity found, by experience ‘to be 


necessary in. England; and, as for their ‘food, 
that little or no salt was put upon it in the United - 
States; while in England, ten or fifteen pounds of 
salt to the ton of hay, clove’, &c. was used in cur- 
ing it. Taking a single branch of the stock of the 
United States, that of sheep, and: more decided evi- 
dence of the deplorable deficiency of salt can be 
produced. The sheep in the United: States were 
computed by the wool growers, in, 1832, in their 
petitions to Congress, at twenty millions; this num- 
ber, at half a bushel each, would require about ten 
millions of bushels; now the whole supply of. salt 
in the United States, both home-made and imported, 
barely exceeds ten millions; so that. if the sheep 
received an adequate supply, there would notre- 
main a pound for any other purpose! Of course, 
the sheep did not receive an adequate'suppiy, nor 
perhaps the fourth part of what was necessary; 
and so of all other stock. : To give an- Opinion of 
the total loss to the agricultural interest: in. the 


an 


cle, would require the minute, comprehensive, d- 
gacious, and peculiar turn of mind of Dr. Young; 
but it may be sufficient for the argument, and fof 
all. practical purposes, to assume that our joss, il 
proportion to the number of our stock, is greater 
than that of the English farmers, ans. amounts to 


| fifteen or twenty times the valne.of the tax itself! 


That the duty upon salt is a one-sided tax—a 
tax upon some sections of the Union, and not npon 


other parts—results from the fishing bounties and 
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allowances, which are only applicable to the north- 
eastern States. These ‘bounties and allowances 
are founded upon. the: salt tax, and proceed upon 
the assumption of reimbursing to-the fishing interest 
the amount of the duty paid’ -upon the salt which | 
is put upon ‘the. fish. which. is. exported from: the 
United States. Upon this assumption’ about six 
millions and a, half .of dollars have~been drawn 
from -the Federal ‘Treasury; and the payment is 
still. going on at the rate of about $250,000 per an- | 
num. -Our Constitution. declares, and if it did not, 
thefirst principles of common justice would pre- 
seribe, that-taxes and duties should be uniform and 
equal throughout the Union; but here is no unifor-. 
mity, no equality. The whole tax that is assumed 
to be paid in one section of the Union, and far 
more than is actually paid, is refunded to that quar- 
ter; not a cent is refunded in-the other. quarters of | 
the Union. Thus. what-is.a grieveus tax in some 
sections.of the Union, is no tax at all, buton the. 
contrary, a money making business, in another 
quarter! This is unjust; it is unconstitutional; it is 
odious, and. reprehensible. Formerly, at the sup- 
pression of the'salt tax, in Mr. Jefferson’s time, the 
lishing bounties and allowances were abolished; and 
in a dill which I myself introduced for the suppres- 
sion of the taxsome years ago, thé abolition of these 
bounties and allowances .were made part of its 
enactments; but opposition was-made to it im the | 

Senate; and in the partial reduction. of the tax 
which tock place in the bill fromthe House of- Re- 
presentatives, no corresponding diminution had 
been made in the Ashing bounties and allowances. 
The present proposition: to abolish the salt tax made 
ho alteration in these bounties and .allowances. ; 
‘They were permitted to ‘stand, although. the whole -| 
foundation might be removed:on which they rested, 

_ Without admitting the equity of “this forbearance, 
Jam not disposed to depart from it, 1 shall make | 
no motion to abolish these allowances; but I draw 
an argument from it, addressed both to our fellow 
citizens of the north east, and to those of the 
other sections of the Union; itis an argument ad- 
dressed to the equity of one side to relinquish, and 
to (the injured rights of the other te demand the re- 
peal of, a tax, which is a tax on some quarters of 
the Union, and noton another part; which is abur- 
then so unequal, so unjust, so partial, so eontrary 
to the declarations of the Constitution, and so in- 
compatible with the principles of taxation in a coun- 
try of equal laws-and equal rights. : 

I think reasons enough have. been given for the 
abolition of .ilis-tax; bnt another reason. remains 
to be: advanced. “There is’ a compron-ise in this 
case also—a compact—a_ bargain—for this.aboli- 
tion; one ‘well known to our legislative history, and 
as binding on the honor of the parties as any such 
compromise can ever be. The present duty was 
imposed on a pledge to be taken of in a certain 
contingency, which contingency has long since 
happened. ‘The circumstances are these, and they 
will be recollected by-some now present on this 
floor, and if their memories fail them, recorded evi- 
dence will supply the defect. The breaking out of 
the late war with Great Britain found this article 
free of tax;-it had been made free in Mr. Jeffer- 
son’s. time, and remained so at the breaking out of 

“the war. As a consequence of increased expenses, 
new taxes were resoried to for the support of the 
war; and: it.-was proposed to revive the duty of 
twenty. cents per bushel on imported salt. The 
imposition of the tax was vehernently resisted, but 
finally carried. The Cato of: America, the patri- 
archal Mr. Macon, though in favor-of the war, and 
of the measure to make it successful; resisted to 
the last the imposition of this tax, which was final- | 
ly carried by the small majority of twenty-two votes. 
it was not until a year after the war was de= | 
clared, and when the Treasury was driyén’to ex- | 
tremity -for money, that a tax on this article-of. 
prime’ necessity could. be imposed. The war was 
Heclared'in. July, 1812: the salt tix was im posed: in 
July, 1813, and: then-as a war tax, as a temporářy 
measure, tO continue-to thecend of ‘the war with 
Great Britain, “and for oné: edn after tis lermina~ 

v ton.” So says the statute: »"Bhe war terminated 

in February, 1815,-and: in February; 1816, the tax 


cn salt should have ceased; bat-a heavy debt had |! 
, Seen inctred by-the Wary ib Wasmnecessary to:-kéep | 
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up-taxes to pay that debt; and the salt tax, among 
others, was continued for that purpose upon the 
most solemn: assurances of being abolished when 


the war debt was paid. ‘Fhis event has now occur- 


red. The war debt is paid. ‘The contingency for 
the abolition of the tax has again happened; and the 


fulfilment of the pledges so solemnly pledged is 


now as.olemnlys demanded. . 

These being the great and cogent reasons for abo- 
lishing the duty on this artiele of prime necessity, 
the question presents itself, what are tle opposing 
reasons? what can be said against it? To this ques- 
tion we find it answered by the speakers onthe 
other. side (Messrs. Calhoun and Preston) that the 
act of 1833 forbids it; and by another (Mr. Davis, 
‘of Mass.).that the fishing bounties and allowances 
will be endangered, and that the protection due to 
the salt manufactortes will be withdrawn from 
them. To two of those reasons, full and explicit 
answers have already been given. The act of 1833, 
„ŝo far as it attempts to tie up the hands of Congress 
for nine years, andto prevent them from perform- 
inga constitutional duty within that time, is a nulli- 
ty. As such it has already been treated, and that 
by the identical persons now composing the Senate 
and House of Representatives. In the month of 
June last, and by a clear vote of the majority of 
the two Hlouses, approved by the President, the du- 
ties on wines, then far above 20 per cent, and in 
some instances 100 per cent, were reduced one half.. 
This was done in open’contravention of the terms 
of the compromise law; and is a legal declaration 
by each House, and by the President, that there is 
nothing in that act which ean arrest, or ought to 
arrest, the action of Congress, when it thinks pro- 
per to act.. Besides, compromise cam be quoted in 
favor of this reduction also; for the duty was re- 
vived, as has been shown, as a temporary imposi- 
tion,-as a war tax,—only to continue till the war 
with Great Britain was over, and afterwards until 
the war debt was paid, and with explicit pledges 
then to be taken off.- 

With respect to the fishing bounties and allow- 
ances, the bill does not propose to touch them; and 
itis unnecessary to conjure ‘up, through the me- 
cum of alarm, an opposition from the fishing inte- 
rest on that account. Their interest is untouched; 
why can they not be quiet? Why not let this bill 
pass? this bill which relieves-others, and injures 
not them. Some years ago I moved the abolition 
of these fishing allowances as a sequence to the 
abolition of the salt duty. The whole fishing inte- 
rest rose up against it; and at that I did not marvel 
much, for it touched their interests. Now we pro- 
pose to abolish the tax, and let the fishing bounties 
stand; the Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. Davis) 


objects; and at this I marvel greatly; for it does not : 


touch the interest of his constituents. Thus, the 
fishermen rise up against us, whether we disturb 
them or not; so that there is no way to relieve our- 
selves without exciting their opposition. We have 
to encounter their opposition, whether we disturb 
their interest or not; and, this being the case, they 
will have nobody but themselves to blame if, un- 
successful in our attempt to abolish the duty now, 
without touching the allowances founded upon: it, 
we should, at the next session, at the introduction 
of another bill, copy the act which was passed in 
Mr. Jefferson’s time, and proceed against the whole 
together. 

The third objection has not yet. been answered, 
and requires something more of development and 
detail. « It invokes the prfnciple of the protective 
policy for the preservation of this duty, and calls 
on the friends of that policy to rally in its de- 
fence. ‘Claiming to be a frend to the domestic in- 
dustry of the country myself, and always voting 
in favor of protection to it, as incidental to the 
revenue raising power, when proper occasions were 


presented, Lhave now to inquire whether the con- 
-Uunuance of this duty can be vindicated on that 


prineiple ? 
‘alls th 


I maintain that it cannot ; ‘and appeal 
tovall 


©. recognised principles of the protective 
powiey forthe. correctness of this opinion. What 
are-those.principies? ‘They are, first, that the pro- 
must be a necessary. of life, forthe 
h ‘we should be independent, if 
nations. Secondly, that it must 
skill and capital in its pro- 


we-can, of for 
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duction, and, therefore, necessary tobe shielded, 
during its infancy, from rivalship of perfected skill 
and accumulated capital in old countries, Thirdly, 
that, with reasonable protection, fora reasonable 
time; the domiestic manufacture will become esta- 
blished, and will supply the country with the same 
article, better and cheaper than it comes from 
abroad. ; i a ned 
These are the principles on which the protective 
policy rests; and now jet us test their application. 
to the article in question. In the first place, is ita 
necessary of life? ‘To that the answer is ‘affirmas 
tive, and the test, in this particular, is favorable. 
In the next place, is it an article requiring skill 
and capital in the manufacture? 'To this thean- 
swer is, that with respect to skill none is requisite; 
that either in making salt by artificial heat, or solar 
evaporation, the process is so simple that the merest 
ignoramus can perform it; with respect to capital, 
whether by sinking wells in the interior of the 
country, or lifting water from the sea on the mari- 
time coast, very litle capital is necessary; and ‘at 
these two points the test fails, and the protection 
vanishes. Thirdly, will reasonable protection, for 
a reasonable time, secure an adequate supply of 
the domestic article, cheaper and‘ better, or 
even as good and as cheap, as the foreign arti- 
cle? And here the test becomes ‘utterly fatal 
to the claim of protection!’ For the salt dye 
‘ties, with a brief intermission of six years— 
from 1807 to 1813—have now continued almost 
half a century, and at the enormous rate of several | 
hundred per cent; and the domestic supply is utterly 
deficient in quantity, and still more in quality, and 
far higher than the foreign in price. Upwards of 
half the salt used in the country is still obtained 
from abroad; the whole of ‘that used in the 
provision trade is still so obtained; and the 
price of the home made article is often 30, 
40, or 50 cents for the regrater’s bushel of 50 
pounds—in reality about two pecks and a half 
while the foreign article, especially the pure alum 
salt, costs originally from 3 cents to about 9 cents 
for the measured bushel of about eighty-four pounds; 
and, coming as ballast, it would cost no mote, were 
it not for the-duty, in the sea port towns of the 
United States, than it does at the place of ‘its pro- 
duction. This test is fatal. Of common salt, near 
fifty years’ extravagant protection has not produced 
any adequate quantity—notmore than about five 
millions of bushels per annum; which is only: half 
enough for the sheep alone of thecountry. Of alum 
salt, it may be assumed thatnone is made; for, inana- 
tional point of view, ihere is none; the establish- 
ments on some parts of the New England coasts 
only supplying a neighborhood demand. aIn the 
Great West, where itis most needed, and where it is 
indispensable to the provision trade, not a pound 
of solar made alum salt is produced. This is enough: 
but a further view yet remains to'be taken, “The 
salt manufactories in the United States-are divided 
into two Classes: those of the interior, which draw 
water from wells and boil it; and those of the ma- 
ritime coast, which lift it from the sea, and evapo- 
rate it by the heat of the sun.. The former are 
protected by distance! the latter have had it long 
enough! and if they cannot now stand alone, let 
them fall! It is no part of the protective policy to 
perpetuate protection, to increase private profits, 
without accomplishing the hational object of pro- 
curing a home supply on cheaper and Detter terms 
than from abroad. Protective duties were never 
intended to pamper private cupidity ai the expense 
of publie good. They were not invented to per~- 
petuate and accumulate private wealth, but to pro- 
mote and diffuse public benefits. When they fail, 
or cease, to promote the publie good, the reason for 
them ceases. Finally, the present duty was not laidfor 
protection ;but for revenue. Itwassolely, andinall the 
periods of its imposition, simply and exclusively, a 
revenue measure. The original duty of six cents 
a bushel was laid in 1789, along with other duties, 
to raise money to discharge the debt of thevevolu- 
tion, and to defray the expenses of the Government. 
It was raised to twenty cents per bushel in 1797, in 
the time ofthe elder Mr. Adams, and fo aid in defray- 
ing the expenses of the preparations occasioned by 
the prospect of a war- with France. Being sup- 
pressed inthe tine of Mr. Jefferson, it was revived 
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in 1313 asa war tax, to continue during’ the war, 
and for one year after its termination. At the end 
ofthe war it was continued, with other taxes, to 
pay the debt of the war. Thus all claim to the 
continuance of the tax, as a protection due to the 
manufacturers of salt, entirely vanishes, and leaves 
that argument without a particlé of foundation to 
rest upon. í 


- It is now above eight years (continued Mr. B.) 
since I began this war upon the salt tax. When Į 
first began it, the venerable and venerated Mr. 
Macon was a member of this body. From his de- 
testation of this tax I learnt to abhor it; and to 
his sagacious mind, to his enlightened experience, 
and to his philosophical observation, I am indebted 
for many of the arguments which I have used 
against it. I was, comparatively, young and san- 
guine; he aged and considerate. I expected my 
speeches to put down the tax; he ccunted but little 
on the effect of speeches against interest and num- 
bers. On one occasion, when I had signally failed 
of my expected results, getting no votes in 
return for many good arguments, he said to 
me, in the tone of despair, that we should 
never succeed: New York and her forty votes 
was against us. This ‘indeed was discouraging; 
it brought him to despair, and me to doubt. But 
despair now vanishes; hope breaks in; light appears 
in the verv quarter where lately the black cloud 
hung. New York is for us! and this very move- 
ment—~this bill itself for the instant, and total abe- 
lition of the impious tax—is a New York move- 
ment. The Senator from that State, chairman of 
the Committee of Finance, (Mr. Wright,) brings 
in the bill. He supports it with the distinguished 
ability, and the disinterested zeal, which illustrate 
his character. His exposition, at the presentation 
of his bill, was the guaranty. of its success; and I 
sent off that exposition, as a tribuie worthy to be 
offered, to him who was the-oldest and noblest op- 
ponent of unjust taxation, and the wisest and 
steadiest friend of the rights of the people. 
He sent me back, in reply, these character- 
istie words: that the repeal of this tax would 
be a proof that righteousness had not yet left the 
earth. To the good work, then, let’ us all stand. 
Cheerily, let us stand to it. Let us suppress this 
odious tax. President Jackson, in his last annual 
message, recommends the task: New York leads 
off: Macon bestows his benediction: the produc- 
tive classes. await the result! And in this first 
movement,—this auspicious commencement,—we 
all see the earnest of the future, and the wisdom of 
that policy which has taken, for our next President, 
the friend and supporter of the present one; and 
taken him froma State-whose lead is as powerful 
and efficacious as it is patriotic and judicious. 


Z$ The foregoing speech on the salt duty, from 
the suddenness of the occasion, and the incidental 
manner in which it was delivered, is more deficient 
than the author of it could wish in the facts and 
evidences which are necessary to sustain his posi- 
tions, and which are so necessary to convince the 
understandings of others. Several years ago Mr. 
BENTON had taken up the subject of this duty, 
and made three speeches, at different times upon it, 
all bottomed upon facts and; evidence; and being 
sensible that his speech of the 2Ist inst. was defi- 
cient in his favorite logic—the logic of facts and 
figures—he has had recourse to. one of his former 
ones, and now republishes it to supply the defects 
in the one just delivered. This former speech was 
delivered seven years ago, to wit: January 8th, 1830; 
and he hopes will present something valuable to 
that most meritorious class of the community—-the 
agricultuial—whose position in the body politic is 
that of, front rank for service—rear rank for re- 
ward! and which, receiving but little of the honors, 
emoluments, patronage, and favor of the Govern- 
ment, should certainly be exempted, in the pursuit 
of their rural occupations, from the evils and mis- 


chiefs of unwise, injurious, and unnecessary legis- 
lation. - 


Mr. BENTON rose to ask leave to introduce a bill 
to répeal the duty on Alum Salt: He said that this 
kind of salt was not manufactured in the United 
States; that it was indispensable in curing provi- 
sions, and had to be bought at whatever price it 
might cost. He said that the uses of salt, and the 
injury done to the community by taxing it, had 
commanded the attention of the British Parliament, 
and occasioned a committee to be appointed in the 
year 1818, whose labors were a monument to their 
honor, and a title to the gratitude of their country. 
They had taken the-examinations in writing of more 
than seventy witnesses, comprehending men of the 
first character in every walk of life, of whom he 
would mention Lord Kenyon, Sir Thomas Ber- 
nard, Sir John Sinclair, Arthur Young, and Sir 
John Stanley, whose testimony, with the reports of 


-the committee, extended to four hundred folio pages. 


He would read some parts of their testimony, and 
believed that the Senate would perform a great ser- 
vice to the American people if they would direct a 
committee to make an abstract of the whole, and 
publish some thousand copies for distribution among 
the people. ; 

Mr. B. then began to read a part of the extracts 
which he had made, when he was interrupted by 
Mr. Foor, of Connecticut, who made several points 
of order, one of which was, that Mr. B’s motion 
was not seconded. The Vice PRESIDENT said that 
it was not usual to have motions seconded in the 
Senate; that the rule was a formality which had 
not been attended to in practice; but, if any Sena- 
tor made ita point, the rule must be enforced. 
Mr. B. then appealed to the Senators from the 
south of Mason and Dixon’s line to furnish him a 
second. Several rose, and observing among them 
Mr. Wooprvay of New Hampshire, he gave him 
the preference, because he was from the north of 
Masonand Dixon’s line, and because he had been 
the first to open the campaign against the salt tax 
several years ago. He said that the report and 
speeches of the Senator from New’ Hampshire 
against the salt tax would remain as monuments to 
his honor when his own poor exertions were for- 
gotten; and he took pride and pleasure in paying 
this tribute to him, and making it more fully known 
in the west, that he was only the follower of that 
distinguished and patriotic Senator, so justly dear 
to the Whig Republicans of all quarters of the 
Union, in waging a war of determined hostility 
against the salt tax. 


The other objections of Mr. Foor being disposed 
of, Mr. B. went on to read, or state, the extracts to 
which he referred. 


1. From Sir John Sinclair's Evidence.—Exiract. 

* Tt was once at the farm of a great farmer in 
the Netherlands, a Mr. Messelman, at Chenois, 
near Wavre, where I was surprised to see an im- 
mense heap of Cheshire Rock Salt, which he saidhe 
found of the greatest use for his stock. He said, 
first, that by allowing his sheep to lick it, the rot 
was effectually prevented; secondly, that his cattle, 
to whom he gave lumps of it to lick, were thereby 
protected from infectious disorders; and the cows 
being thus rendered more healthy, and being in- 
duced io take a greater quantity of liquid, gave 
more milk. AndI saw lumps of this salt, to which 
the cows had access, in the place they were kept. 
He also said, that a small quantity pounded was 
found very beneficial to the horses when new oats 
were given them, if the oats were at all moist.” * * 
“ He gave them great lumps, that they (the cattle) 
might lick when they chose.” *  * a 4 
“ One of the most important uses of salt, as con- 
nected with agriculture, is, that it preserves seed, 
when sown, from the attacks of the grub.” * * * æ 
“Tn a communication to me from Sweden, by Ba- 
ron Schultz, he says, the salt destroys the different 
sort of worms found in the bodies of sheep, but in 
particular the liver worm.” f 


2. Arthur Young's Testimony.—Extract. 
“Did you ever try salt in the feeding of your cat- 
tle? oe fds fe 
Yes; but chiefly with sheep; and I found. the 
sheep astonishly fond of it. 
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- Do you think that it would be beneficial in pre-: 
venting the rot in sheep? ees 

I found it so in the years when. miy- neighbors’ 
sheep were generally affected with the’ rot: omy) 
sheep escaped, and my land was quite as ‘wet.as - 
my neighbors’. es eee ee ke 

Do you think, considering the advantages in’. . 
health, fattening, and the power of using inferior. 
food in the feeding of cattle and stock in general, 
that the free use of salt would be an advantage 
equivalent to seven shillings a head to the farmer? . 
=I should think it would be worth a great deal 
more. I think itisinvaluable. In short, let’ my. 
answer be what it would, it would be under’ the 
mark.” ` e aat 
_ Dr. Young then gave his opinion that the stock 
in England would be increased in ‘value above 
three millions sterling, nearly fifteen millions‘ of 
dollars, by the free use of salt. He estimated the 
stock in England to be: i i 


Horses, ~ - - 1,500,000 head. 
Cattle, ~ - ~ 4,500,000 “do, 
Sheep, +: -= ~ 30,000,000 do; ° 


3. Testimony of William Glover, superintendent ofthe 
cattle of the Hon. Mr. Curwen, M, P.—Extract: 

“This deponent began to give salt to the cattle 
under his care the 19th November, 1817, and:from 
that time till now the cattle have had salt ‘as -fole 
lows: 40 milch cows and breeding: heifers, each - 
four ounces per day ; 30 oxen, four ounces. each 
per day ; 27 young cattle, each two ounces per 
day; 26 calves, one ounce each per day; 48 
horses, each four ounces per day; 444 sheep, two 
ounces each per week. The advantage of- salt for 
sheep appears to this deponent to be great; as he 
says none of the stock have died in the sickness 
since they commenced giving salt; and they have 
had none in the rot; in.cther years they lost some of 
the ewes and wethers in the sickness. And this de-. 
ponent says that he has now kept the cattle ‘at: 
Schoose farm ten years, and. they were never'so 
long without sickness.” Oe, 


4. The affidavit of thirty-two Farmers. ` 
“ We, the undersigned, being farmers, and thè 
owners of land in the neighborhood. of Working: : 
ton, do hereby certify, that the are acquainted with 
and witnesses to the fact of Mr. Curwen giving 
salt to his cattle and horses, with their food, at the 
Schoose farm and at Worlington; and that we ‘are. 
desirous of using the same for our live stock, if we 
could obtarn it without difficulty, and at a cheap rate.” 


5. Testimony of Mr. Curwen, M. P.—-Extract. 

In regard to cattle, I- have. under-estimated: the 
quantity, because, if salt could bė had at a ‘moderate’ 
price, there is no animal I would give less ‘than‘six ` 
stone (14 lbs. to the stone) each per annum.” .* * 
“I believe if salt were in general use for cattle it 
would amount to 340,000 tons”——about 14,600,- 
000 of bushelsb—- * * * * # # «The 
importance of the free use of sali to AGRICULTURE 
can scarcely be estimated too highly. Salt. con- 
tributes not only to the health of cattle and sheep, ` 
but accelerates and promotes the quantity of milk 
given by milch cows. [Ia another place Mr. ©. 
says that the use of salt prevents the ill taste which 
the feeding on certain weeds and vegetables imparts 
to the milk.] Jt prevents the rotin sheep, and the 
eifect of hoving, when stock are fed on turnips or 
clover. * * * Salt renders damaged hay pal- 
atable and nutritious ; and, if applied in difficult 
seasons, prevenis an undue fermentation and Keat : 
in the stack. Chaff and straw would be rendered 
available to a much greater extent.than-at ‘present 
by the application of salt. It would be a most 
valuable ingredient in the preparation of warm 
food for stali-fed cattle in the improved system of 
soiling ; and, from my experience of its salutary 
effects, I shonld consider the free use of it, as a 
condiment, the greatest boon the Government 
could bestow- on the husbandman.” * # #o 8# 
“I consider the advantage from salt, in. feeding 
my stock, on a farm of eight hundred acres, worth 
about one thousand pounds per annum, would ex- 
ceed three hundred pounds per annum! (thatvis, ` 
add a third to the annual value of the farm.) : 

“The probable consumption ef salt. for: sheep 
‘and cattle may be taken as follows, to wit: 
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Bore ae Per annum. 14 los. the stone, Stones. 
*30,000,000.sheep - - -|2stonBeach +} 60,008,000 
- 1,421,000, cows - - -416 - do - F 8,526,600 
_ 2,009,000. young cattle 714 do > > 000.000 
__ 4,100,000 fattening beasts - | 6 =do i 6,600,630 

1,209,000 draught cattle. =- | 4 do . 4,800,000 
`- 800,000- colts and saddle $ : 

horses fos ` - 43 do ` 900,000 
~ 1,200,000 horses =- -> `. | notestimated - |-> — 
: : 88,826,000 


N. B: i4pounds 1 stone; 4 stone 1 bushel; 4 bushels 1 cwt. 
tre The English bushel of salt is56.1bs. 
: 6.-Lord Kenyon’s evidence before the committee. — 
: Extract. - 

“ By the information which I have been able to 
éoliect, Iam induced to consider salt, when-spar- 
ingly applied, as an admirable manure, especially 
for fallows, and arable land; and, when mixed up 
with soil out of gutters, or refuse ditt or ashes, to be 
valuable also on grass lands. My own experience 
convinces me that it is very powerful in destroying 
‘vegetation if laid on too thick, having put a large 
quantity, of refuse salt on about one-fourth 
of an acre of land, which, after two years, 
still remains. quite bare. . A -land surveyor 
of high character in my neighborhoood considers 
that the use of salt would be likely to be 
very. valuable in destroying the slug, wire 
worm, snail, &c. which often destroy whole crops. 
He also remembers that salt was used largely in the 
neighborhood of the Higher and Lower Wiches in 
Cheshire, before the duties were raised to their pre- 
sent height. With respect to its value for cattle, 
horses, and, sheep, I am . informed. that it is very 
highly thought of both as nutriment. and as used 
medicinally, internally and externally. Its value 
aiso is extremely well known for rendering bad and 
ill-gotten hay more nourishing and more palatable 
to.cattle than even good hay.” 

rae EXTRACT. 

7. Evidence of Mr. Kingston.— In reply to your 
queries, as an agriculturist, I have no hesitation in 
saying that salt, if freed from duty, would become 
one of the most useful and general articles of ma- 
nure that ever was thought of, if properly compos- 
ed, by mixing it with mud of any kind—the clean- 
ings of ditches and ponds, the surface of coarse 
ground thrown into heaps to rot, blubber, &c. I 
am also persuaded that if it could be afforded to be 
sprinkled on the Jayers of hay, when makixg into the 
riek, in catching weather, it would preventits heating 
atid getting mouldy: Lhad oncesome small cattle tied 

- up to fatten, which did not thrive, owing, as the bailiff 
sajd, to the badness of the hay, of which they wast- 
ed'tnore'than they ate; but by sprinkling it with 
water in which some salt had been dissolved, they 
returned to eat it greedily. Iam free to say, a pro- 
per quantity of salt would prevent cattle from being 
hoven by an excess of green food.” 

EXTRACT, n 

8. Mr. Thomas Bourne's- examination.— "The 
committee understand you are a merchant, residing 
at Liverpool? 

Tam. : ; 

Can you speak as tothe probable effect of the 
repeal of the salt duties on your trade? 

It would be a good thing, in my opinion, for the 
éountry at large, and also the manufactures. 

Have you any knowledge of its being used in food 
for-animals? — — 

Yes; to horses in particular. 

Hasit a-good effect? 

Yes. ae 

Then do you not, suppose, if the restrictions were 
taken off, it would come, into. more general use 
among the farmers, for.stocks of all kinds? ~ 

It would: in that instance; we-used to have five 
horses in our rock salt mine, and those horses al- 
ways appeared in good condition, though very much 
worked. f 

Were they liable to less disorders than those. oùt 
of: the mine? : 

Yesy much. less. $ ae 

Do you happen to know whether they were in the, 


practice at that..time of receiving salt with their 


food? ... 
.¥es; to my knowledge they were. 
An. what-anantity? ET 
About a handfal to a quartern of: oats.” 
{ispiti v STO EXTRACT ©” 
Dy Evidence of Mre W. Horne There are very. 


f 


health.” 


é 
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few farmers who are not aware of the importance 
of salt in preserving hay, and -restoring it when 
damaged; many of those whom I have conversed 
with on the subject, have used it for these purposes, 
and it would generally be resorted to, to the extent of 
ten or fifteen pounds to the ton of hay, if the duties on 
salt were repealed. Lord Somerville has furnished 
most satisfactory information on this subject; and 


` I know from respectable authority, that it is a com- 


mon practice in the United States of America to 
sprinkle salt upon hay when forming it into ricks. 
We also learn from Lord Somerville,that Mr. Darke, 
of Breedon, one of the most celebrated graziers in the 
kingdom, mixed salt with his flooded mouldy hay,and 
that his Hereford oxen did better on it than others on 
the best hay he had; and he was convinced the hay 
had all its good effects fiom the salt.” * *.* * 
“I have leart from Mr. Sutton, of Eaton, in Che- 
shire, that he would give thirty tons (120 bushels 


‘of 56 Ibs. each,) of salt a year to his cattle, being 


* * * * 


fifty cows, if the duly were repealed.” 
“In many parts of the United States of America, 
salt is generally given tocattle.” * * * * * 
“The excellent condition of the horses in the rock 
pits of Cheshire, may be adduced.in favor of its 
benefit in fattening cattle and keeping them in 
Many counted that they can attribute the 
longevity of their horses -to the good effects of salt. 
Mr. Hadfield, of Liverpool, furnishes: an instance 
in his horse, thirty years old; he constantly gave it 
rock salt to lick,. placing it in his manger. Mr. 
Young has furnished us, in the annals of agricul- 
ture, with a most interesting and satisfactory state- 
ment (obtained from the Memoirs of the Royal 
Academy of Sciences at Paris,) on the effect of salt 
in fattening cattle. From this report it appears, 
that to the UNLIMITED USE. OF SALT was to be ascribed 
the circumstance of FOUR TIMES the number of sheep 
having been reared on a STERILE COMMON, than would 
otherwise have subsisted on it; and that the wool of 
these flocks is not only the finest in the whole coun- 
try, but kears the highest price of any in France. 

The fineness of the wool of the Spanish sheep is 
also attributed, in a great measure, to the free use of 
salt. Itis not, therefore, I presume, an extraordi- 
nary position to say, that by. à proper use of com- 
mon salt, the same quantity of forage might, on 
many occasions, be made to go twice as far as it could 
have done, in feeding animals, had the salt been 
withheld from them!” 

EXTRACTS. 

10.. Mr. Charles G. Cothill, examined—“ What is 
your profession? f 

Ans.—A bacon and provision merchant, residing 
in Judd-street, Brunswick square. 

What is the nature and amount of your business, 
and how far has it been affected by the salt duties? 

Ans.—About fifty years ago my father establish- 
ed a, manufactory in Vine-street, and expended 
£10,000 in adapting the premises for the curing 
of bacon and the salting of pork. Our annual 
returns were about £50,000: is is now diminished 
to less than £1,000 annually, in consequence, as 
I apprehend, of the very high duties.on salt, as our 
trade has diminished progressively as those duties 
have increased. : : 

Do you not consider that the breed of hogs has 
also diminished, in consequence of this increase of 
duty on sali? ey 

Ans.—Very materially; and, as a farther proof 
of what I state, we had a very extensive trade of 
£200,000 a year in hogs; now not £10,000. 

What effect, in your «pinion, would a great re- 
duction of the salt duties produce in your business? 

Ans.—I conceive it would restore cur trade; 
we should then be able to supply the West India mar- 
kets, and other colonies, with salled pork, cheaper 
and better than any other country. 

What is the quantity of salt used upon 100 
weight of pork to make bacon? 


-)Ans.—In a manufactory of bacon about 12 


pounds; to cure a small quantity about 17 or 18.” 
Al. Testimony of Sur Thomas Bernard—Extract. 
“E -ventured to suggest that a tax on salt was 

fandamentally wrong in principle, because it presses 

most-on the class least able to bear the weight— 
because of its immoral tendency—and’ because it 
deprives the: nation of benefits, beyond measure 
greater than the whole. produce of. the impost, 
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Feb. 1837. 


“Senate. 


The salt duties are about a million and a half 
sterling per annum, (aboutseven millions of dollars.) 
The poor use most salt in proportion to their 
wealth; a cottager in the country ten to one in pro- 
portion to a nobleman in town. But the benefits: 
of which the nation is deprived by the salt duties, 
are not easily appréciated, or -even numbered. In 
agriculture and rural economy alone, the loss in 
feeding cattle, sheep, and hogs——in restoring dam- 
aged provender—in manure, arid in the effect on 


wages, may, without extravagance, be supposed 


to exceed the whole value of the tax. Equal, per- 
haps, would be the gain to our manufacturers of 
woollen, linen, glass, earthenware, soap, &c. &c. 
&c. by the unrestrained use of muriate and carbo- 
nate of soda and muriatic acid, of which our salt 
mines and, ocean afford supplies absolutely inex- 
haustible.”” ae. 

My. B. having read, or stated, these extracts to 
show the use of salt in agriculture, said there were 
many other witnesses examined, to prove that alum’ 
salt, which the English usually called bay salt, 
because it was made by solar evaporation, out 
of sea water in the bay of Biscay, and other 
bays, was indispensable to the curing of pro- 
visions, for long keeping, or for exportation; 
other articles connected with agriculture, as 
cheese, butter, bacon, pickled beef and pic- 
kled pork; and that the British Government per- 
mitted alum salt, under the name of bay salt, 
to be imported both into England and Ireland, duty 
free, for these purposes, even when the domestic’ 
manufacture of common salt in England far ex- 
ceeded the home demand, and furnished millions of 
bushels for exportation. He also stated that the 
Committee of the House of Commons had exa- 
mined the first physicians of Great Britain, to prove 
the effect of a deficiency of salt in the provisions of 
the poor on their health, and that these physicians, 
uniformly testified that many diseases of the poor, 
and especially in children, were the effect of using 
vegetables not sufficiently salted, and fish and meat 
He also stated that the com- 
mittee had extended their examination to the use of 
salt in various manufuctories, and had established,’ 
by proof, that a variety of useful manufactures re- 
quired the abolition of the saltduty.. On this point, 
he read éxtracts from the examination of Samuel 
Parkes, Esq. an eminent chemist of London, as 
follows: : 

12. Examination of Samuel Parkes—Extract. 

“ What is your profession?” j 

“F am proprietor of the chemical works in Gos- 
well street, London, and of other chemical works 
in Maiden lane, Islington.” 

“Can you acquaint the committee what are the ` 
MANUFACTURES most affected by the salt laws?” 

“ The manufactures of mineral alkali, crystalized 
soda, muriatic acid, hard soap, distinguished: from 
soft soa, Glauber salt, Epsom. salt, magnesia, and 
sal-ammoniac, are al] materially affected by the 
duty on salt; but as common -salt, or one or other - 
of the component parts of common salt; is made 
use of in the composition of a great variety: of afti- 
cles that are employed in our manufactures, it is’ 
difficult to answer that question with precision. * * 
Respecting soap, I have only to observe, that com- 


` mon salt is absolutely necessary for the manufac- 


ture of hard soap; for, however plentifully potash 
may be preduced, large quantities of common salt 
must be employed with it, cr the soap will be only 


. temporary hard; it will have no lasting consistence: 


* š Salt is employed largely in the preparation 
and manufacture of a great number of other arti- 
cles that might be enumerated; and in a short time 
I have no doubt they would ali be benefitted by. the 
reduction of the duty on salt.” 

“ How does the price of salt affect the 
boilers?” 

“ As it affects all other trades in which salt is 
employed.” : ` 

“ State the way in which it affects them.” 

“The cheaper it is, the cheaper they will have 
it, if they buy it.” 

“ Do you know any other (manufacturing) pur- 
poses for salt?” : 

“Yes: itis used in very large quantities by dyers, 
whenit can be had cheap; and in a great variety 
other ways. A 


soap 
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«With r vtto the salting of hides, I learn from 
further inguin y, that the butcher usually applies five 
pounds of salt to every ox or cow hide which he 
has occasion to lay by, or tosend to the tanner ata 
distance. 

“Crystalized soda (made of salt) is much used in 
washing. Four hundred tons are annually made 
at the Long Benton works only.” 

“You have stated that, during the last “six or 
seven years, it has increased from one to four hun- 
dred tons?” 

“Yes, ” 

“This at the Long Renton works only?” 

Yes” 

“Which is made from salt duty free?” 

“Yes. They have an exclusive privilege. 2 

‘When Mr. B. had finished reading these extracts, 
and expressed his regret, that out ofs seventy witnes- 
ses and four hundred folio pages of testimony, he 
could read no more without encroaching too much 
on the time of the Senate, he said he would intro- 
duce the testimony of some American witnesses to 
the same points. He had seen the statements of 
the English witnesses last winter, and being desi- 
rous 10 hear what Americans would say on the 
same subject, ne had, in the course of the last sum- 
mer, addressed certain queries to some friends and 
acquaintances in the Western. States, and had re- 
ceived from many of them com munications of so 
much interest and value, that he should lay them 
before the Senate. © At id, first, would exhibit the 
queries for the’ better understanding of the answers. 
The names of his correspoudents, he said, would 
be known to the members of the Senate from the 
States in which they reside; some will be known to 
the Senators from many States; and some to the 
whole body of the Senate. 

Quuniss on the state of the salt trade in the Western 
States. 
1. Whether the trade in salt is monopolized? 


‘and, if so, at what works? and over how many 


States do the sales of these monopolists extend? 

2. The practices of the monopolists, if any, to 
enha ance ike price of salt, and to prevent compe- 
tition? ; ; 

3. The prices of domestic and foreign salt. in 
your neighborhood, and the freight of foreign salt 
from New Orleans? 

4. Whether the monopolists have establish ed 
depots of salt in different States, and appointed 
agents to Sell their salt, and restricted the 
each depot to its district? How far are the di ferent 
one apart in your State? 

. Whether the salt manufacturers have entered 
ae agreements with the monopolizers to restrict 
the quantity of salt made at the works? to confine 
the sales to the monopolists? and to stop working 
wells and furnaces for pay? The meaning of the 
phrase “dead wells,” and the rent of such wells? 

6. Whether salt is sold in your neighborhood 
by weight or measure? If by weight, how many 
pounds are allowed to the pushel?and i how much a 
weighed bushel measures? 


: In selling by the barrel is due allowance made | 


r the loss of salt 


for the veen ofthe barrel, and fi 
in drying? If not, what is the differ 
the real and nomi: jal quantity in the barrel? 

8. Whether the monopolists sell for money, or 
country produce? for read y pay,or upon credit? 
and whether the price is higher or lower since the 
monopoly? 

9: Do the monopolists rise and fall in their 
prices according to the presence or absence of com- 
petition? and what salt competes with them? 

10. Do they realize great g 

11. Whether the domestic s 5 
beef and pork, for curing bac 
butter, for exportation, or onsamption in the 
or long keeping? 

12. Whether beef an d pork » pul in common salt, 
will be received for the use of the army or navy? | 

13. The necessity and expense of repacking beef 
and pork in alum salt, in New Orleans, whic ch has 
been put up in domestic salt? 

14. The necessity and advantage of giving salt 
to horses, cattle, sheep, and hogs? Whether salt is 
not indispensable to stock, in the western States? 
Whether there is not a great difference between in- 
land and maritime States in this respect? Theres- 


tis fit for pickling 


on, and preserving 
south, 


rence between `i 
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son of that diference? How much. salt per head, 
and how often per week or month, ought it to be 
given to each kind of stock? and whether. the far- 
mers in your section of the country are prevented, 
by the high price and scarcity of salt, from giving 
as much to their stock as they need? 


15. The use and advantage of salt in preserving 


hay, fodder; and clover? In restoring- them, after 
being damaged by wet? 


St. Louis, July, 1830. 


Communication from G. T. C MeClannahin, Esq. 
of Jackson county, North Alabama, Oct. 1830. 
Your first query—the trade of salt is entirely mo- 
nopolized here by James White, of the Holston 
Salt Works, in Virgin ia. I cannot exactly tell to 


what States these works furnish salt, but it isto be~ 


supposed to the western parts of Virginia, eastern 
part of Tennessee, a part of North Carolina, the 
northern part of Georgia, No 
some in South Alabama, &c. 
Query 8d—Col. J. White has a depot. at this 
place, a mile and a half from Tennessee river, 
down which stream he boats his salt. 
person else brings salt here to sell, they immediate- 
ly undersell that person and ruin him. The peo- 
ple sometimes get their salt from Nashville, when 
they have a convenience of doing so, and it comes 
much cheaper, after paying land carriage 130 
miles, than White’s sait; but no person dares to 
compete with him here; because he can, at his will, 
undersell any person who pays a land carriage of 
130 miles; and therefore instantly break them up. 
One thing is yet to be told which wiil convince any 
man of the sinand oppression of this monopolizing 
system. This seme James White will carry his 
salt by us down to Ditto’s landing, 10 miles be- 
low Huntsville, haul it out to Winchester, Ten. 
which is 55 miles of land carriage, and sell it there 
so much lower than he will here on the river take 
it out of his beats, that some of the planters who 
are able to take their waggons and cross a very bad 
mountain part of the Cumberland, and haul their 
salt over from Winchester, which is 45 miles from 
this place. Is this not oppressive to the ‘poor? 
Would not this Governmental monopolist wring 
from the distressed orphan, widow, and war-worn 
soldier, all their earthly sustenance? And yet the 
Congress of the United. States—this boasted Jand of 
liberty and equal laws, countenances such oppres- 
sive acts. wi hy does Mr. White not sell as iow 


here on the river, as at Winchester, after carrying. | 
_ his salt 120 miles, 55 by land? and that too the very 


same salt. The answer is obvious. At Winches- 
ter there is some competition; itis not so far from 

Nashville, where foreign salt may be obtained. 
A nd this is why he sells it lower there than at this 
place. 

We are here fenced in with almost impassable 
mountains, ata great distance frem any commer- 
cial depot, and without the means of shunning the 
exorbitant exactions of these vam 
the bread from the mouths of cur children with the 
calculating coldness of an Arab; and these‘acts are 
legalized by a Congress of Freemen. We are glad 
to hear the siern voice of indignation at this op- 
pression, uttered by some of the patriotic republi- 
cans of that body, ‘and we should glory in being 
among the most persecuted v ictims, if by tha 
means this most pernicious system of monopoly 
could be overturned. 

Query 3¢—We have no foreign salt here for 

sale; two years ago somè gentlemen brought a few 
bushels from Nashville, and sold for $1 874 per 50 
Ibs. underse!ling the salt gentlemen here at that 
time. The domestic salt has got lower than it was 
four years ago. Then it was $2 50; now $1 87 
to $2. 

The freight from New Orleans to Nashville is 1 
cent per j sound, as I am informed by a merchant 
of this place, and from Nashville to this place 14 
ee per pound. 

_ Phere isa ‘depot here, and another at Ditto’s 
vice as Iam told, for selling salt. These places 
re about 55 miles apart by land. The remaining 
art of the question I do not know any thing about: 

_ 5. Col. White, as E have been informed by good 
authority, leased the Preston salt works, in what is. 


rth Alabama, and . 


And if any ` 


5 who take | 


| 


called New Virginia, for9 or 12,000 dollars’ annus 
aliy; but Tam further informed- that the lease is |: 
out, and the works are to go-into active operation 
to compete with W hite—he having.let them lie idle 
heretofore:, these-are “dead wells, but the namber ~ 
of dead wells he has I am unable to inform yow 
6. Salt is sold here by weight, 50 Ibs. to the ` 


bushel; and 50 lbs. (the. bushel) of the’ sait 
which I tried (without. pressing) - measured ` 
1188 595215.109000 solid inches—making four “ 
gallons 1 4632.10000 quarts, dry measure, which 
s but little over half a measured bushel. Therefore 
When salt is two dollars the 50 Ibs. we have 'to pay 
at the rate of three dollars and sixty-six and a half’ 
cents the measured bushel. This is oppression in a 
fige country: : 

In selling by the barrel, the weight of the 
barrel and the ‘nett weight of salt, is sometimes, and 
most commonly, placed on the ba arrel; but the weight ; 
of the barrel is marked much less than its’ real © 
weight. 

They make no deduction for the drying of the | 
salt. One barrel I particularly weighed out, and it 
lost twenty pounds, and- i am credibly ‘informed 
that some have lost as much as fifty. ‘ 

8. The monopolisis here- sell for money, or 
cotton at the cash price, which ‘is the Same 
thing as money. They do not credit: their’ salt: © 
There 1s always two prices for cotton’ here" 
acashand discount price. Merchants in taking ` 
i cotton for their accounts give more- for it 
than they will in money, andthis 1s called the dis- >` 
eount price. The salt gentlemen sell their salt for 
cotton at the cash price. The remaining part of- 
the query I know nothing about. i 

9. The monopolists have fallen here; since they ' 
find that people would go to Nashville for their - 

salt if they did not. But they know at what price 
to keep it up: they now the planters cannot take 
the trouble to go 130 miles to Nashville to get a 
little salt; and they know that no person dares:to 
compete with them, as they could instantly réduce 
the price of their salt, and thereby ruin their com- 
petitor. 

19. They certainly must realize great gains; or 
they would not give nine or twelve tł housand dollars ~ 
annually for one manufactory, to Jet it lie idle. 
bia does not Congress lease all the salt works in 

the United States, and let them lie idle, and then 
knock the duty off of salt, if they wish to encourage 
vufecture of salt by filling the pockets of the 
manufacturers? It would be much better for the 
peopte. They would be great gainers by purchasing 
the salt works and demolishing them, or ‘letting 
them out at a small. rate, and then striking the duty. : 
from salt. ; i 

The remaining queries, T am in hopes, will find 
abler persons to answer them than I. 


Communication from a mee oting of the citizens of i 
Madison couniy, Alabama, 8th of November, 
1830, the subject proposed by Wm. H GLASSCOCK, 
and authenticated by the signatures of THomas 
Miter, President, and Cuaxtus A. Jones, Se- 
cretary. 

Answer to ist. The salt consumed here is al- 
most exclusively obtained from Colonel James 
White’s manufactory of Virginia, and sold by his 
agents in East Tennessee, a part of North Alabama, - 
and West Tennessee. : 

To the 2d, we can give no definite answer. : 

3. The price of domestic salt is $1 25 cents per: 
bushel by the barrel, or $1 75 cents by the single :- 
bushel. Foreign sa Tt selis at about the same: The ` 
freight of salt from New Orleans to Huntsville is - 
abont 14 cents per pound. : 

4th. Colonel Whiie has salt deposited in diffe- 
rent parts of this State, and others, at. various dis- 


fan from each other gay 10 to 15 miles. 
Pre s works were for Some time discon- 
tinued for say, ten thousand dollars per annum. 


6th. U Iniversally sold by weight, allowing 50 
pounds to: ihe bushel: the measured bushel ; OWE 
weigh ‘rom 70 to 80 pounds. ; S 

7th. When the salt is weighed out of the barrel, 
it seldem holds out, and frequently loses from 5 to i 
20 pounds. We may add, that, however honestly. - 
it may have been put up at ‘the works, itis generality: 
brought down in open bosis, subject: to the-winter 
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Senate. 


rains, which damage it more or less; and we know 


of but one of his agents who sells it any other way 


than by the marked weight. 

8th. Salt is sold for nothing. else but ready 
money. .. , ` 

9th. Salt is sold high or low, according to com- 
petition. The Kenhawa ground alum and Liver- 
pool are brought in but sparingly, which is the only 
competition. ' f i 

10th. We believe that White realizes great gains. 
We are sustained in this opinion, from his carrying 
it by land.25 or 30 miles further, where he meets 


with competition, and selling it for less than he ` 


does here. 
llth. Wholly unfit. 
12th. It will not be received for either. 
..13th.. We can give no correct answer. - 

táth. It is indispensable for stock of all kinds. 
It is thought they require more in the western 
States than maritime States, owing probably to the 
absence of the sea breeze, and vapor impregnated 
with salt coming from the sea and alighting on the 
vegetable matter. Stock of all.kinds should be 
salted. twice a week; but owing to the high price of 
salt, the stock are probably not salted more than 
once in two weeks, on an average. From the 
best accounts 3,000 barrels of salt are consumed 
annually in Madison. county, averaging about six 
bushels (of 50. Ibs.) to the barrel. The population 
being about 27,000, gives us, on average, 334 
peunds to each person. Were those heavy duties 
taken off, the consumption would be much greater. 
Esth. Salt is thought to be useful in preserving 
hay, fodder, and clover; each will kéep well. if 
sprinkled over with it, though not thoroughly cured 
when put up. Mereover, our pork is often spoiled 

“from the want of a’ sufficiency of salt to pack it up 
in, which we cannot obtain on account of the high 
price.. Thousands and ten of thousands of pounds 
are often lost from that circumstance alone. Alum 
salt would be an immense saving to North Alaba- 
ma in that one particular. 

Resolved, therefore, unanimously, That the delega- 
gation from this State, as well as those of our sister 
States, have our unfeigned thanks for their exer- 
tions and co-operation the last session of Congress, 
with Mr. Benton, ın endeavoring to repeal the duty 
on. salt; and that we request our delegation to use 
their utmost to effect the repeal of a tax so burthen- 
some to us, and of no ultimate advantage to any 
State. ; RS é 
‘Communication from Col. F. W. Berton, former- 

ly of North Carolina, now of Murfreesborough, 

Tennessee, dated Dec. 8, 1830. 

Your favor of July last, propounding fifteen que- 
ries on the state of the salt trade in the western 
States, was received in due time. To the thirteen 
first of these queries, I ara sure that the commer- 
cial gentlemen of the country can render a much 
more correct and satisfactory answer than J can. 

To the fourteenth, I will observe that salt is in- 
dispensably necessary to the good condition of 
horses, horned cattle, sheep, and hogs, in the west- 


ern States. “It is beneficial in the maritime States | 


likewise, and the more so as you recede from ihe 
seahoard. The watery constituent parts of the at- 
mosphere on the seaboard take with them’ salt, 
which is inhaled by these animals, and thereby 
they are supplied with that salt which is necessary 
for the healthful condition of all animals, both gra- 


gra 


niverous. and herbulent, and to some of those thal 
are carnivorous. . "The quantity of salt. per head to 
each kind of stock will: depend: on the food with 
which they are supplied. If with ‘grain, less; if 
with herbs, more salt. J am sure if’ the price of 
salt be reduced, the farmers in ‘this seetion of the 
country would give their stock a better supply, and 


that.their improvement would be in proportion to- 
"To err by an excess 


the increased quantity given. 
is not to be. apprehended. 


To the’ Lith query, I will remark that the use of. 
salt in the: preservation of hay is well expended. | 
And if new mowed hay or clover, or other grasses, . 


_ be packed, av layer“ of hay and a layer of straw, 
either wheat, oats, or-rye, anda. good supply of 
‘salt to each layer-be. added; you make the best of 


food for horses and cattle... >: 


Tapprove very highly your intention to repeal, if 


` works. 


Sales were made for money. 
foreign salt brought into this neighborhood. 
not, therefore, state the difference in price. This- 


you can, the salt tax totally and promptly. In 
this, and all efforts of your useful life, I wish you 
success. a i TA : 


“Communication from General WILLIAM Hatt, of 
l Sumner county, Tenn. Dec. 8, 1830. 
`{ received your ‘queries on the state of the salt 


_ trade in the Western States” in due time, and have i 
delayed answering them only that I might obtain 


all the information within my reach necessary to a 
correct reply. -The- queries will be answered in 


| the order in which they are. proposed, Nos. 1, 2, 


&c. answering to the corresponding numbers in the 
. queries, ; i f 

1. The salt made at the Kenhawa works, from 
whence a large portion of the supply for this State, 
Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, and Illinois, is obtained, 
is monopolised. 5 

2. The monopolists have depots and agents in 
the different States, supplied by them, who are re- 
quired to account quarterly for sales, which are 
made fór cash, and at prices fixed by the monopo- 
lists. i 

3. The prices of domestic and foreign salt vary 
from seventy to one hundred cents per bushel of 
fifty pounds: freight from New Orleans may be had 
at fifty cents per hundred pounds. 

4. Answered in No. 2. es 

5. [have not been able to obtain any satisfactory 
information as to.this query. 

6. Salt is sold in this State, and throughout the 
western country, by weight. The measured bushel 
weighs from 20 to 25 pounds; more than the weigh- 
ed bushel. ‘ 

7. An allowance is made far the weight of the 
barrel, though none for the loss of salt in drying. 

8. Is answered, in part, previously. The price 
is higher since the monopoly. 

9. The price of salt is regulated by the quantity 
in market. The quantity of foreign or cther do- 
mestic salt brought to this market, is inconsi- 
derable. 

10. The monopolists realize great gains. 

11. Although Kenhawa salt is very superior to 
any other domestic salt brought to this market, I 
am informed that nearly all the beef and pork from 
the western country is- repacked in foreign salt, 
either for shipment or for the army or navy. 

12. See No. 11. ` 

13. I.am not informed as to the price of repack- 
ing beef or pork which has been put up in domestic 
salt. . - 

14. The necessity and advantage of giving salt 
to stock ef every kind is universally admitted. It 
is indispensable in the western States, and ought to, 
be given. to all kinds of stock about once a week, 
and to each head of horses, or eattle, from two to 
four ounces at a time, and less than. half that quan- 
tity to sheep or hogs, though farmers in this sec- 
tion are prevented from giving their stock the ne- 
cessary quantum of salt, owing to the high price of 
the article. ; 

15. The use and advantage of salt in preserving 
of hay, fodder, and clover, is admitted by all prac- 
tical farnsers, although but few avail themselves of 
the advantage, in consequence of the scarcity and 


: high price of salt. _ 


Communication from Lieutenant Governer Breathitt, 

of Kentucky, dated Russellville, Mov. 16, 1830. 

My information will not enable me to answer 
your favor on the state of the salt trade, in de- 
tail. i 

From the general opiniow on the subject, there 
is no deubt there was, during the last year, an ex- 
tensive salt monopoly supplied from the Kenhawa 
Depots were had principally on the water 
courses for salt, where it was vended by their 
agents, Sometimes on acredit of four or six months. 
‘Whether it continues the present season, I am not 
advised. Those depots extended to Tennessee. 
There is but little 
I can- 


neighborhood is supplied from the Illinois saline ; 
and thé-Kenhawa salt from the latter is preferred 
to preserve: neat. - It is not so white and elean as 


that from the saline. It usually sold by weight— 


fifty pounds to-the bushel; when sold by the barrel, 


farene n 


antsy er ee en aaaee 


the tare of the barrel is taken off; and the salt-is 
generally weighed at the time of sale. It is, how- 
ever, sometimes otherwise. About this time last 
year the common price, at this place, was one 
dollar per bushel: now it may ‘be purchased at 
seventy-five cents. There is no doubt that salt 
is indispensable for the use of stock, and, par- 
ticularly, in this country. Much stock has been 
raised upon the grazing the forest affords; and if 
they ave furnished plentifully with sali, they are 
fat. Hence the necessity of its being as cheap 
as possible, and because also of its universal use’ by 
all.- I was pleased at the reduction of the duties, 
last session, on coffee, tea, molasses, and salt. I 
should be pleased, however, to see the duties re- 
tained on manufactured articles, so that our own 
manufactories may enter into competition with fo- 
reign ones, and make a reasonable profit. I would 
not have them to have unreasonable profit; then it 
would be a tax upon: one portion for the benefit of 
the other. The point to stop at is one of difficulty, 
and requires great experience and much research. 

Tshould be pleased to hear from you occasionally. 


Statement of the Hon. Mr. Lyon of Kentucky. 

That, being a member of a mercantile house 
which received a quantity of salt from the Ken- 
hawa Salt Company, to sell on commission, in the 
years 1826-7, with instructions to sell at the ori- 
ginal mark, or lick weight. Finding many of the 
barrels greatly deficient in weight, varying from 
10 to 20 per cent. they reweighed, and sold a quan- 
tity àt the real weight: that, when the agent of the 
company came on, he was dissatisfied, and said it 
was their custom to sell elsewKere at the original 
mark, and that it must be so sold there, which they 
refused todo. The agency, and the salt on hand, 
were transferred to other hands; and that, he has 
great reason to believe, the necessities of the people, 
in many instances, compelled them to purchase the 
deficient barrels at their marked weight. 

Also, that being in company with the Hon. Mr. 
Benton, of the Senate, in ascending the Ohio from 
‘Cincinnati last fall, on board the steamboat Emi- 
grant, said to belong to, and be in the employ of, 
the Kenhawa salt company, which was towing a 
keel boat to Maysville, Kentucky, loaded with 
alum or foreign salt, and delivered there for the 
purpose of salting pork in that part of Kentucky. 

February, 1830. 


. Communication from General Milroy, of Delphi, (Ire 


diana,) dated November 25, 1830. ‘ 

I received your letter, requesting information 
relative to the salt trade of this country. My lim- 
ited acquaintance with mercantile business, will 
enable me to say but little, from my own knowledge, 
on the subject. Ican say, however, that the belief 
is universal, and uncontradicted in this part of the 
country, that agents employed by the salt manu- 
facturers furnish exclusively the supply of that ar- 
ticle for the valley of the Wabash; and that none 
is permitted to be vended by others, so far as can 
be prevented by them; and that those agents are re- 
gulafed by fixed prices, under which they may not 
sell, but can raise the price in. proportion to the 
demand. It is also believed, that a scarcity of salt 
is frequently occasioned by the inadequacy of the 
manufactories to produce sufficient supplies, or that 
those monopolists hoard it up for the purpose of ex- 
torting exorbitant prices, neither of which causes 
would operate to produce the scarcity and high 
price, so oppressive to the West, was the salt trade 
left open to the natural course of competition. 

The monopoly of the salt trade is notorious, and 
is one of the greatest grievances to be complained 
of in the West; and it is believed that the unre- 
stricted importation of alum salt, is perhaps the 
only method, which can be adopted effectually to 
break it down—unless Congress should think proper 
to declare it a criminal offence to attempt a mono 
poly of any article of necessary consnmption, as 
the British Parliament has done, and render such 
offence punishable by fine and imprisonment, which 
even would not be so effectual. 

It will not be disputed, but that a supply of alum 
salt is. necessary in the west, even if the domestic 
salt-was obtainable unembarrassed by monopoly, 
from its superior qualities in the préservation of 


| beef and pork in asouthern market, where we must, 
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of nececessity, send our surplus of those articles. . 
It is believed by stock-raisers, that a much larger 
quantity of salt is necessary for stock in the western 
than in the Atlantic States, owing doubiless to the 
nature of the food on which they are subsisted; and 
the diseases to which they are subject. 

I shonld have been much gratified to have been 
able to furnish you information on all the points on 
-which you request it, and should have done it most 
cheerfully, had I béen in possession of it; not doubt- 
ing, however, but that the method you have taken, 
will elicit it in abundance, I shall, therefore, rest 
satisfied, anxiously desiring the successful result of 
your efforts to repeal the salt tax entirely—concur- 
ring with you in opinion, that it is the best service 
that can be rendered to the west, next to the gradua- 
tion of the price of public lands. In- both of which 
great western measures you have the concurrence of 

, avast majority of the west most ardently wishing 
you success. 


Communication from General Tipton, of Indiana, 
dated Legansport, (Indiena,) 24th Nov. 1830. . 

Your printed letter of July last has been duly , 
received, and I have made strict inquiry of mer- 
chants, and other’ gentlemen of intelligence of this 
vicinity, in relation to the salt monopoly. From 
facts collected from them, and some within my 
own knowledge, I have no hesitation in saying there 
is, and has been for years, a monopoly of that ar- 
ticle, to the great injury of the poorer class of the 
people of Indiana. 

Deposite for the sale of salt are established along 
the Ohio and the Wabash rivers, at from 30 to 40 
miles from each other, by monopolists from Ken- } 
hawa, in Virginia, and from Kentucky; one agent 
of these monopolists is at this village, another at 
Lafayette, 40 miles below, who rise or fallin their 
prices according to the competition they meet, and 
by this means oppress the poor, and amass wealth 
to themselves to a very large amount per annum. 

The salt manufactured at the wells at Kenhawa, 
and in Kentucky, will not preserve pork in the 
southern climate. In the winter cf 1822, I descend- 
ed the rivers to New Orleans, with a quantity of 
pork, put up with salt made ‘at the wells of these 
monopolists; soon after my arrival at New Orleans 
I was compelled to purchase Turk’s Island salt and 
repack my pork, thereby incurring an expense of 
one hundred and fifty dollars. 

Ihave no doubt that it would be of great benefit 
to Indiana, repeal the law levying a duty on foreign 
salt. 


Communication from J. G. Reap, Esq. Member of 
the Senate in the State of Indiana, dated Wash- 
ington County, Nov. 30,1630. 
I received yours of July last, and am sorry that 

itis not in my power to give you a more full ac- | 

count of the subject matter therein contained. Re- 
lative to the act of last winter reducing the duty on 
salt, I have only to say, that in this section it met 
with almost universal satisfaction, and.a great anx- 
iety is expressed that the entire duty be taken off 
this winter. : 

Tnow proceed to answer, in a brief and con- 
cise manner, a few of the queries propounded by 
you. 

7 Ist. “Whether the trade, &e.”—It is, but at what 

works particularly I do not know; the monopoly ex- 

tends throughout this State, and I am informed ge- 

nerally throughout the western States. f 
3d. “The price”—Domestie salt is $1 25. Foreign 

$1 50. The freight from New Orleans is $1 per 

hundred. 
` 4th. “Whether, &c.” They have; the depots 
are generally;from twenty to thirty miles, 

6ih. “Whether salt.” It is sold by weight, fifty 
pounds to the bushel; a weighed bushel wiil not 
measure more than three pecks. 

8th. “Whether.” They sell only for eash in 
hand. The price is higher since the monopoly. 

9th. “Do the.” F do not know, but presume 
they do. Foreign salt competes with them. 

11th. “Whether.” Itis not. 


2th. “The expense.” Some few years ago I 
had a number of barrels re-packed in New Orleans 
hich hed been put up in domestic salt; it cost me 
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$1 124 per barrel, and 124 cents for‘each hoop that 
was furnished in the place of those that got broke 
in the process. I presume the price is nearly the 
same yet. - 

14th. “The necessity, &c.” Salt to stock in this 
country is of great importance; without it but few 
could be raised; it prevents many. disorders, &c. 
any many farmers here are prevented, from the high 
price and scarcity of salt, to give them what they 
need. - i 

15th. “ The use.” it is of great use. It is found 
to be an advantage of at Jeast fifty percent. to hay, 
particularly prairie hay, that is of little or no use 
without salt, is found to be almost equal to fodder, 
when properly put up in salt. 


Communication from Gen. Wittiam H. Harrison, 

of Ohio, dated Washington City, Feb. 5, 1831. 

I have always supposed, and every years’ expe- 
rience confirms me in the opinion, that the duty on 
salt, at least the high rate of duty Jately paid, was 
injurions to the interest of agriculture in that part 
of the western country in which I reside. One of 
our staples, and the one which I believe yields the 
most profit to the farmer, is pork. . The increase of 
its manufacture. (if I may so call it, meaning the 
preparation of it in barrels for exportation) is alto- 
gether astonishing. It is believed that in Cincin- 
nati alone, there were slaughtered and packed this 
year, one hundred theusand hogs, averaging at 
least six dollars, and thus scattering $600,000 
amongst the farmers. It is ascertained, beyond 
contradiction, that sea salt is necessary to prevent 
its spoiling in its passage through the hot climate 
of the Mississippi, in its course to a foreign market, 
or to our own Atlantic poris. In both of these 
our pork of late years has acquired a very high 
character. This is due to the experience which has 
been acquired in packing, and to the exclusive use, 
when it can be procured, of sea sait. Before that 
article was brought to. Cincinnati by the steam- 
boats, the pork which was prepared with the wes- 
tern salt was always re-packed at New Orleans, 
when sent to.a market beyond that place, at an ex- 
pense of one.dollar per barrel, and sometimes with 
aconsiderable deduction from the quantity from the 
rejection of tainted pieces. And, indeed, after its 
arrival at the foreign market, it brought a much 
less price than the pork of the Atlantic States, 
which had been cured with sea salt. From these 
facts, it must be evident, that in proportion to the 
abundance and the cheapness of sea salt in the city 
of Cincinnnati, the price of pork must, in a great 
measure, be governed, and the price in that great 
mart governs it in the surrounding States. 


In the years 1826 or 7, the pork market opened 
in Cincinnati tolerably well, but the pork dealers 
from the Atlantic cities finding a great deficiency of 
sea salt, and that ata very high price, refused to 
purchase, and the article fell to 42 and $2 50 per 
hundred. 

The objection, inthe western country, that has 
been urged against abolishing or reducing the duty 
on salt, is the apprehension that it may destroy the 
western manufactories of that article. Against the 
probability of this occurrence, is the fact of the ad- 
vance of price in the domestic article of from 
seventy-five to one hundred per eentum in the 
course of six or seven years. I am not able to say 
what is the cost of manufacturing the domestic arti- 
cle at the several works in the western country. I 
have understood and believe that from 30 to 35 
cents was considered a fair price for it in Cincin- 
nati some yearsago. It is not now sold lower than 
50 cents; and for some time in December last, 624 
cents per bushel of 50 pounds. was charged for it. 

J will add the further fact against the successful 
competition of the imported with the western salt 
for domestic purposes, for which the latter is equaliy 
good with the former, that the salting of pork, com- 
mencing in the beginning of December, the salt 
must be imported in the spring which as intended to 
supply the market, the usually low state of the 
rivers in the summer and fall preventing the navi- 
gation in these seasons. The investment of money, 
therefore, by the merchant in the article, must be 
made at least six months before he can effect a sale 
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Communication from Joun C. Wess; Esq. of Mis- - 
souri, dated Cape Girardeau, county of. Jackson, 
November 24th, 1830. Pe Skewes Sea 
I saw in the Jackson Mercury, August ‘30th,a 

request of yours tQ the citizens of the West for‘in- 

information or answers to several queries on thear- ` 
ticle of salt. Considering myself interested in the 
matter, I shail endeavor to answer them, so far’ as’ 
my own knowledge of the matter extends. : 

To the first query I know but little of myself fur- 
ther than this; there are some merchants among 
us. that have been applied to for salt and: proposed 
trade in payment; their reply was, they were sell- 
ing on commission, and couid take nothing else but 
money for it. : : Le 

The 2d query I know nothing about. : 

3d. The price of domestic salt in Jackson varies 
from one dollar to one dollar twenty-five cents per 
fifty pounds, and that weighed with old rusty steel- 
yards that will not. preponderate for eight or ten 
pounds. Foreign salt is never lower than one dol- 
lar and twenty-five cents per fifty pounds. Domes« 
tic, by the barrel, varies from seventy-five to éigh- 
ty-seven and a half cents; foreign ditto one dollar 
per fifty pounds. by the sack, after paying for the 
weight of the sack, and then adding fifty cents more ` 
for the sack. The common freightage from New 

Orleans to the Cape from seventy-five cents‘to one 

dollar per hundred. Te RS goaia 
4th. As to this query I know nothing, of myself. 
5th. This I likewise know nothing abont; °°? 
6th. This query Ihave answered as to the weight 

per bushel, only the measured bushel, which, as 
near as I can say pointed, domestic salt will weigh 
from sixty-five to seventy, foreign ditto froma seven 
ty-five to eighty-five. 

7th. In selling by the barrel, 30 pounds is allow- 
ed for the barrel, if you take it by the nominal quan- 
tity you pay seventy-five cents, but if you have it 
weighed cighty-seven and a half centsis most come 
mon. f 

8th. As tothe manner of selling, it is for money 
alone, and that in hand; no produce nor credit inthe 
case will answer. : coy eee 

Sth. It appears that there is no competition; here 
when there is a scarcity it is sure to rise, and plen- 
ty never brings it down lower than the above stated 
prices. . : , : 

10th. This query I cannot answer. 

llth. As to domestic salt they will not. receive 
beef or pork pickled with it, and it does not answer 
for butter for exportation. : 

12th. Beef nor pork will not be received in New 

Orjeans if put up in common salt. Bing 
13th. If any does go down putup in common 

salt, it has to be re-packed with one bushel of alum: 

salt foreach barrel.  - eae 
14th. I bave long experienced the advantage.of 
giving salt to stock of every kind; if I am working 
my horses and they fail eating, give them salt or 
salt and water to drink, I discover it immediately 
restores them to their appetite, and they perform 
their labor much better. Through the winter: I 
salt them twice a week, and through the working 
season every other day. I find it necessary to.salt 
cattle through the winter once a week; they eat 
their rough fond much better, and. look better in 
the spring; and when the grass and herbs begin to 
put up, I fnd it necessary to salt every other day, 
and then through the summer twice a weex, and 
have always noliced, if I neglected salting one 
week, my milch cows failed of their milk. I have 
some neighbors that seldom ever salt their stock. at 
ail, and I take notice that my cattle look as: wëllin 
the spring as theirs do in the fail. Their reason 
for not salt they say, is that salt is so dear. 

Sheep and hogs require sali at any rale once a week 

through the summer; hogs put np fatten much bët- 

ter by being well salted... ; f . 
13th. The advantage of salt for damaged hay I 

know is great. ` J have seen kay that tooked like it 

was almost entirely spoiled, and when stacked up 
with salt, cattle eat it clean, and looked well, but 
salt selling so high as it does, prevents us poor peo- 
ple from having it by us even for the use of. our 
stock, and pickling up our meat, as nothing but 
money Will get it. Go to a merchant, and ask ifhe 
wants any kind of produce, if he says yese-well, 
I will bring it such a day=wl wan} some salt {9 
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“pickle up my meat, for I have got no money—his 
reply is, my’salt is a cash: article; E cannot sell it 
for produce. Well, 1 am obliged-to have salt, if 
you will, trust me a. little while, I will pay you the® 
money for it. His reply then is, I merely bring 
‘salt for accommodation; I make nothing on it; E 
must have the money down, or otherwise, will re- 
plys. I am selling-on commission, and am . obliged. 
-to have thé money. . On these terms, [have known 
men to.do without salt until they had suffered con- 
- siderably for want of that article, unless they could 
: borrow of a neighbor. 

Honorable sir, if youy interference.in Congress 
-can mitigate the matter, It will confer a very re- 
quisite favor on our neighborhood. 

Mr, B. afier reading or referring to these com- 
munications which were given undet the authors’ 
hames, stated that he had another of very material 
import which he would read to the Senate, but 
without the name. He had the less reluctance in 
doing this, because he had endeavored to give to 
‘the agent of the Kenhawg company, who had 
been. in altendance upon the other House during 
the ‘session, an’ opportunity to answer. He 
had communicated the staiement te a member 
of the Committee of Manufactures, whose name 
he was at liberty to mention, (Mr. John S. 
Barbour of Virginia,) for the express purpose 
of enabling the agent to answer it before that 
committee, but who had not availed himself of the 
opportunity. -— 


Statement of a citizen of Kenhawa, furnished as 

anonymous that he may not: compromise his 
tranquillity, but ‘with the names of the payers 
and receivers in. the “ dead well” system; the 
names being now omitted, as it is not the object 

>of Mr. B. to interfere with individuals, bat to 
expose a system : 


“ Dead wells are now common at the Kenhawa 
. Salines, and are giving to the place a dilapidated aud 
melancholy appearance, and doing a real in jury to 
the country. There are many of these dead wells, 
and monopolisers pay the owner for letting them 
„remain idle, * * * and * * * receive 
“about $1,500 per annum for ‘two dead wells, 
* * * receivers about $3,000 per annum for 
one, * * * about $1,500 per annum for another. 
Many others receive less or greater sums upon the 
same terms. Besides dead wells, there are also 
unborn wells, whose owners are paid for not letting 
them bedug. I know'severalof this kind; * * * 
receives $1,250 per annum not to dig a well on his 
tand; * .* * receives $1,500 annually on the 
same terms; * * * 42,500 per annum in the same 
way; and I have no doubt, many others, and it is 
all a thing of notoriety in the neighborhood. Be- 
fore the monopoly the price of salt was about a 
shilling a, bushel, as it is called, and as often nnder 
as above that price, and it could be got for any kind 
of trade; since the monopoly it is fifty cents cash, 
and none will be sold for retail to the people of the 
States, except to those who will bind themselves to 
avoid cempetition with the monopolisers at their de- 
pots. -The company that monopolise the works are 
the chief shippers, and through their agents retail to 
the people in most of the western States, fixing 
„their ‘own price, their own weight, and the quantity 
‘which each State is to have, except so far as they 
are interfered with by alum salt fron New Or- 
leans” 

After reading, or referring to the extracts of evi- 
dence, taken before: the- Committee of the British 
House of Commons on the’ salt duties, and reading, 
or stating the communications feceived by himself 
from citizens of the Western States, Mr. Benton 
proceeded to make copious’ and extended remarks 
upon the uses of salt in agriculture and manufac- 

„tures; the difference between the impure and infe- 
rior salt made by boiling well water, and the clean, 
“pure and erystalized salt made by the rays of the 
‘sun, in hot. climates, out of the water of the sea; 
the-variety of uses to which the well water salt was 
wholly unfit and inadequate ; and the ernel injus- 
tice, onthe ‘part of the Federal Government, of 
expelling the pure salt: from the country by an op- 

pressive tax, which might. otherwise be had both 
heap and abundant, for the purpose of compelling 
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Salt Tax—Mr. Benton. 


| them to use the inferior salt at an enormous and 
unconscionable price. - - i 
1. He remarked on the value of salt to stock, as 
proved by both the English and American testimo- 
“nye Itwas proved that the health of. all animals 
was preserved by it; and with this preservation of 
health,- ensved -all the advantages. of increased 
growth -and fattening, prolonged life, multiplied 
offspring; and superior flavor to the flesh, the mile, 
the butter, the cheese, the bacen, beef, and pork, 
which were made from them. . In Engiand it was 
computed that the advantage to the siock from all 
these sources was twenty-five per cent. per an- 
nnm. On one farm it was rated at thirty-three 
and a third per cent.; and the aggregate advantage, 


OD 


or rather theaggregate loss to the farmers for want 


of salt, was stated to exceed the annual amount of | 


the tax, which was about $7,600,060. : 

2. He remarked on the necessity of sun-made 
salt for butter and cheese. If put up in common 
salt, the butter soon becarne rancid, and sold at less 
than half the price of alum salt butter at New 
Orleans and in the West Indies. He aitribuied 
the general inferiority of American cheese to the 


impure salt which was used in niaking it; and dwelt | 


upon the ariicles of cheese and buttter as sources of 
wealth to the stock-raising States, if duly improved 
by the use of purc salt. He said, the exports of the 
last years had reached the value of $177,000 per 
annum; which, though considerable, was atzitle com- 
pared to the consumption in our own towns, and 
the export to the Lower Mississippi. He consider- 
ed the farmers as losing the one-half of their whole 
sales of ‘butter and cheese, by using artificial salt, 
made by men, instead of using the natural crystal- 
lized salt, made by Nature. To the cows on dairy 
farms, jt was proved, in. England, that half a 
bushel of salt per annnm was. necessary; and the 
milk, butter, and cheese, all were richer, and better 
iiavored when that quantity, or more, was given. 
Common salt would do for the cows to lick; but 
alum salt was indispensable for butter and cheese 
that was to be long kept, or exported. 

3. In the article of bacen he estimated the loss 
at nearly one-half in. using the fire made salt. 
Such bacon would not sell for much more than 
half price in any of our market. towns, and could 
not be carried to the southern climates, or export- 
ed, without danger of spoiling, and becoming a to- 
tal loss. Such bacon was often a drug in the mar- 
ket at New Orleans at two cents a pound, a mere 
refuse article at that.price, while the alum salt ba- 
con was a ready sale at six or eight cents. 

4. In pickled pork. For this purpose alum salt 
was indispensable. The artificial salt would an- 
swer no purpose. The poisonous ingredients call- 
ed slack and bittern, which it contained, corrupted 
the pork in warm climates, and the soluble nature 
of the salt itself, by dissolving immediately, brought 
all the pieces in contact, and made- each assist in 
destroying the other. The crystallized salt, besides 
being free from slack and biltern, is large in the 
grain, and so far insoluble that a layer of it re- 
mains for years between each piece of meat, and 
acting as a perpetual preservative. Mr. B. said 
that bacgn might be made; after a fashion, with 
boiled salt; but pickled pork not at all... For that 
purpose, the sun made salt was a sine que non. 
For want of this salt the western farmers had got 
into the general custom of making bacon, whereby 
they lost about one-third of the product of then 
hog stock; for the bacon dried and wasted near a 
third by the tima dt was sold; and would then sell 
for no more than pickled pork, which lost not an 
ounce in weight from the day it was put into the 
barrel till sold. 
saved in the annual product of the hog stock, would 
be immense to the farmers; and this difference 
would be saved by the repeal ef the duty on alum 
salt. 

5. In pickled beef. For this purpose alum salt 
| 18 absolutely- indispensable. Beef couid not be 

pickled without it; and, therefore, to find a market, 
the beef cattle were driven off ‘upon the hoof. Mr. 
>B- pronounced it to be a losing business, a most 
disadvantageous’ traffic, to any country to drive 
} aWay-lis beef cattle to be sold on the hoof.. The 
immediate loss in that operation was nearly one- 
half the value of the beef, and the whole Joss of 


A difference of one-third to be’ 
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‘The disastrous effect of this 


Another disastrous consequence, but not so visible 


` West Indies. 


. with the construction and navigation of steamboats, 
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the hide, tallow, and offal; the consequential loss, 
was, in the purchase of leather and manufactures 
of leather, and the purchase of soap and candles, 
and also in the loss of leather, soap,.and candles 
for exportation, Pickled. beef in New Orleans was 
usually from 8 to 12 dollars: a barrel, which was 
from 4 to 6 cents a pound. The farmers of the 
west usually sell their cattle at from 1$-to 23 cents 
per pound; thus suffering a loss of nearly one-half 
on the beef; the hide and tallow, which: is worth as 
much as the beef sells for at such rates, be- 
ing- thrown into the bargain, and given way. 
suicidal business 
in the west, where 


was seen in every town 
foreign hides from South America, foreign 
leather, boots, shoes, and saddlery, and fo- 
reign- soap and candles, from Europe and the 
Atlantic States, were daily exhibited for sale. 


to the passing eye, was the loss of all these articles 
for exportation, The exportation of scap and can- 
dles had lately amounted to -912,000 dollars in. the 
year; and of leather, boots, shoes, and saddlery, to 
450,000 dollars. These exportations went from 
the Atlantic cities to the West Indies, and chiefly 
grew out of the gifts which the western farmers 
made of their hides and tallow to the drovers, 
They were exportations which belonged to. the 
West, not only because it produced the. material 
out of which the manufactured articles were made. 
but it was the best place for carrying on the manu- 
factory of them on account of the cheapness of 
provisions, and the facilities of exporting direct to 
the West Indies. ? : 

Mr. B. made a-farther illustration of the evils of 
driving beef cattle from the West, in its effect upon 
the internal navigation and domestic markets of the 
great valley. The Mississippi river was to the 
West what the Mediterranean sea was to the Ro- 
mans; it is mare nostram—our sea—and the steam- 
boats, and other boats upon it, constitute our navi- 
gation. The building of these vessels gives employ- ©. 
ment to a multitude of useful and respectable me- 
chanics; create a demand. for vast quantities of 
wood, iron, paints, and glass, furniture of eve- 
ry description; daily supplies of provisions; 
wood for fuel, now estimated at a million 
of dollars per annum; and for an immense 
multitude of persons. to navigate and manage 
the boats. The aggregate of all these expenditures 
connected with steamboat building and navigation, 
was several millions of dollars per annum, and was 
the most profitable kind of expenditare, for it was 4 
carried to the very doors of the people, and deliver- 
ed into their hands in their own houses. ‘Having 
drawn the picture of the advantages of: steamboat 
navigation to the west, Mr. B. ventured: to make 
the suggestion. that they would be nearly doubled 
by substituting a ehange in the beef trade, from 
driving the cattle ön the hoof to the Atlantic cities, 
to sending the beef pickled to New Orleans and the 
Such a change would open a new 
and immense head for freight down the river, and a 


¥ 


‘corresponding increase for freight back; for it-was 


of the nature of exports and imports to emulate cach 
other; it would produce diminished prices for under 
cargo, of which salt would be the chief; and a cor- 
responding increase of every expenditure conneeted ` 
He then averred that this change, and the stupen- 
dous benefits resulting from it, depended solely and” 


D 
exclusively upon the free use of alum salt—upon 
the duty upon that article—upon 


the abolition of 
the simple and obvious process of permitting the 
western people 10 use the salt according to their 
wants and wishes, which God had created for them 
in all the islands of the Guif of Mexico. And he 
ridiculed with contemptuous sarcasm the affected 
alarms of those who expressed the fear that there +. 
would not be salt enough if the domestic mantfac- f 
tories checked their operations. He said it wasa 
fear that there would be a failure of sunshine. and 
Sea-water!! a : 

Having briefly touched 


i i upon the important: uses 
of salt in agriculttre, and especially for stock and 
provisions,.Mr. B. proceeded to notice the disad- 
vantages under which the farmers of the western 
States labored with respect to that article. -At the 
head of the list of these disadvantages, or oppres- ` 
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sions, as they might with greater propriety be 
‘eailed, stood the appalling and astounding fact, 
that the whole salt trade of the wést, so far as it | 
depended upon the domestic manufactories, was 
one vast and eruel monopoly! The amazing fact 
was proved by a variety of testimony; it was known | 
to every western Senator present, it was felt at | 
home, in every department of agriculture, by all 
the farmers of the. west. The baleful effects of | 
this horrid monopoly were forcibly depicted by | 
the witnesses whose communications he had read. 
Double price and scant measure; the whole country 
distracted, allowanced, and stifted; ready money 
exacted; wells rented from their owners to lie idle; 
new wells prevented from being dug; overgrown 
fortunes to the monopolizers; privation, want and 
suffering, among the people and stock: such was | 
the shocking and revolting picture which these 
communications presented to the Senate. Mr. B. 
animadveried in the most indignant terms upon mo- | 
nopolies of every species, and placed the salt mono- 
poly at the head of the abominable and infernal list. 
e said this very monopoly was one of the causes 
“which brought Charles the First to the block. 
Queen Elizabeth, though a petticoated tyrant, had 
the humanity, or rather sagacity, to suppress the 
salt monopoly towards the close of her reign; for 
which act of mercy and condescension the parlia- 
ment went in a body, to thank and bless her as an 
angel of beneficence. The bigot Stuarts revived it, 
and paid the forfeiture in the loss of life and king- 
dom. There had been no monopoly of salt in Eng- 
Jand since Charles the First had lost his head; the 
States beyond the Alleghany mountains were the 
only example of that oppression at this time exist- 
ing in the civilized world. Mr. B. considered 
the present duty on foreign salt, as the father and 
guardian of this domestic monopoly. He con- 
sidered it the protector, defender, and sup- 
“porter of the monopolists. He considered the 
act of Congress which kept up this duty, as the 
‘law whieh established this monopoly; and devoun- 
` çed such a law, not merely as odious and.oppres- 
sive, but as a species of impiety and sacrilege, a 
species of revolt and rebellion against the provi- 
dence of God, who had created salt, and spread it 
through the universe, for the use of man and beast, 


and as the preservative prineiple of life and health 
in both. The sea was filled with it, and the sun 
manufactured it. I: came cheap and pure from 
that manufactory, established by divine wisdom, 
and coeextensive with the bounds of the habitable 
globe. Salt was the preservative principle of the 
world. Every living animal must have it; every 
species of food must contain it. Withoutit, uni- 
versal death and corruption would ensue. The 
disciples of Christ were called by their master “the 
salt of the earth; and that divine metaphor was 
intended to convey to the. understandings of all 
people the knowledge of the preservative na- 
ture of their mission, a mission which was to 
tsave he moral world from corruption, as salt 
preserves the animal and material world. Laws 
to prevent any portion of the human race from 
using the pure and perfect salt made by the rays 
of the sun out of the waves of the sea, ifen- 
acted without a. dire necesssity, were impi- 
ous contrivances to frustrate the benificence of 
God. A war for self-preservation alone could 
justify such laws. They had existed in all coun- 
tries, and had run highest where human liberty was 
at the lowest ebb. They are now disappearing, 
vanishing, and falling before the recuperative enet- 
gies of popular rights, The gabelle fell, in France, 
before the march of the Revolution. In England, 
this unnatural tax, after obtaining the monstrous 
height of fifteen shillings a bushel, sunk and dis- 
appeared before the labors of that pre-eminent com- 
mittee, from whose reports a few imperfect and 
mutilated: extracts have been read. The salt tax 
disappeared from the United States about twenty 
years ago, during the auspicious administration of 
‘the immortal Jefferson, Even Spain, the last 
eountry upon earth in which to look for a liberal 
example, was an instance of the generous use of 
salt. T'he United States alone are now presenting 
the example of keeping up this odious tax, of keep- 
ing it up without necessity, of keeping it up for the 
oppression of the people, for the protection of mo- 


is that which precedes the break of day. 


tion of the west: “Bnt let the people not de- 
spair. Relief, though out of sight, is sometimes 
near at hand. The darkest hour of the night 
England, in 1801, the first attempt of the friends 
of the people to reduce the salt tax was fob 
lowed by the insult and outrage of raising it. 


-The Pitt administration, to panish and intimi- 


date those who proposed the abolition, immediately 
raised the duty trom ten to fifteen shillings a bushel, 
but they raised the spirit of the people at the same 
time, and in a few years the whole oppressive bur- 
then fell to the earth. 

Resulting from this monopoly, thus established 
and protected, came the present enormous price of 
salt. Mr. B. begged Senators to recollect the tes- 
timony he had read, and reflect in how many places 
the sum of 75 cents or a dollar, or a dollar anda 
quarter, was exacted from the people for about two 
pecks and a half of inferior, fire made, artificial 
salt, imposed upon them under the scandalized name 
of abushel. Ifthe duty was off, he would venture 
to affirm that the price of pure, sun made, crystallized 
salt, would not exceed a picaillon for a real bushel at 
New Orleans, and three or four picailions in the cen- 
tral parts of the Valley of the Mississippi. His 
calculation was this: thatthe import price cf. this 
fine salt, was, at present, 6 cents for that of 
Malta; 8 cents for that of Spain and Portu- 
gal; 9 cents for that of Turk’s Island; and, 
that in the vast increase which the foreign salt 
trade would assume, and the reduced price of the 
salt from Turk’s Island, (a British possession,) in 
consequence of the direct intercourse with that isl- 
and, or rather with the 500 Bahama islands, of 
which it is the chief, the average price at New Or- 
leans would be 64 cents; freight for salt, as under 
cargo, was now about one-third of a cent per 
pound; and would soon be brought by the great 
boats, during the spring floods, for the quarter of a 
cent. Thus would the price of alum salt, at Lou- 
isville, be reduced to about 25 cents a bushel. 
Low as this would be, a great proportion of the 
western farmers would get it on still better terms. 
Thousands of flat-bottomed boats, made without 
expense, navigated without skill or labor, loaded 
with every conceivable production of the farm and 
the forest, and descending from al the confluent 
streams of the Mississippi, visit New Orleans every 
winter. The owners are their own factors and 
commission merchants. “They sell out the contents 
of their boat, (which, moored to the levee, and, la- 
belled with its contents, serves for warehouse, 
kitchen, parlor, and bedroom,) in the course of the 
winter months, when they could do but little at 
home; buy their groceries in the spring, step on 
board a steamer with their family supplies, and, 
for six -dollars, are at home in eight or ten days, 
ready to commence the new crop with the return of 
the vernal season. To all such, the acquisition of 
two or three sacks of pure and perfect salt would 
be nothing but the exchange of a few loose vege- 
tables which would have rotted at home. 

Mr. B. maintained that the salt tax fell heaviest 
upon the laboring classes, and upon the poor, 
They used most salt in proportion to their wealth, 
and bought ata disadvantage, because they bought 
in a pinch, in small quantities at retail prices, rais- 
ed the money to buy it at a sacrifice, and were mos 
subject to be imposed upon, both as to yeight, 
quality, and price. It was so in England—it is so 
here. Look at the English testimony! Tt tells you 
the tax was harder upon the peasant than the noble- 
man, Look at the American testimony! It tells 
you that the people in remote places—the small 
farmers remote from great towns, had to pay the 
highest prices, regeived the scantiest measure, and 
suffered most from extortion and imposition. It 
was in such places, and among such customers, 
that the weighed bushel of 50 pounds would find 
ample accommodation, lodging, in a half bushel 
measure; that the old rusty steelyards were used 
that would not preponderate for ten pounds in fifty; 
that the deficient barrels were obliged to be taken at 
the marked weight; and that the extortionate prices of 
one and two dollars for these seant weight bushels, 
equal to two and four dollars for real and measured 
bushels; and that fer well-water salt, impregnated 


nopolizers, for the impoverishment and degrada-- 
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with poisonous iagredients, and ‘only. half the 
strength of the sea-water salt, were actually paid 
by the helpiess people, and received by the relent. 
less monopolisers! And yet, in the face of these 
damming facts—in the midst.of the cries of these 
suffering people—there is a scheme on foot, not 
only to resist the reduction, but to effect the increase, 
of this diabolical tax!—to. raise. it from ten to. fif- 
teen cents! j l 

[Here Mr. B. alinded to the bill in the House of 
Representatives, to increase the alt tax, and thought 
this bill ought to be proclaimed throughout the 
West, by a herald and a trumpet, to rouse and 
alarm the people, and to put them on’ their guard 
against the dangers it portended.] 

Resulting from this monopoly, and the most de- 
grading of its consequences, was the power to 
allowance and district the country for the consump- 
tion of salt. The Western country was districted 
and allowanced. All the witnesses prove the mor- 
tifying fact. Depots are established, and agents 
appointed, to suppiy each district. Ne competition 
is permitted. No competition can come, except from 
New Orleans, and that in the season ef high water. 
To prevent the fulness of the supply from ope- 
rating on the highness of the price, the invention of 
“dead wells” was made, and a multitude of wells, 
rented from their owners, have been permitted to 
stand idle. - Nay, more. A further exertion of this 
invention has exhibited the prodigy of wells sup- 
pressed—of unborn wells stifled in the womb of 
the earth—by hiring and paying people not to dig 
for their salt water! The consequence of these enor- 
mities was, stint in the supply, excess in the price. 
The country was starved for salt, and made to pay 
double, in many places quadruple, its value: The 
domestic supply is not equal to one-fifth of the de- 
mand. The whole quantity made in the United 
States, as proved by the returns of the salt makers 
themselves to the Secretary of the Treasury, does 
not exceed five millions of bushels; while the con- 
sumption of the country would require thirty mil- 
lions. The whole product of the West, including 
western Pennsylvania and the Holston. works. in 
Virginia, do not exceed two and a half millions of 
bushels, weighed bushels; each of which bushel, 
with a little packing and heaping, would comforta- 
bly establish itself in a half bushel measure. 

Mr. B. believed that the stock alonc'of the United 
States would require twenty millions of bushels. 
He_ bottomed his estimate upon the consumption 
in England. It was there proved that the stock, 
independent of the draught horses, and hogs, which 
had not been included in the estimate, required 
twenty-two millions of bushels, fifty-six pounds to 
the bushels, to supply them annually. He felt 
mortified to know the number of stock in England, 
for he was speaking of England proper, and not 
know the number in the United States, He re 
gretted that the return of stock was not included in 
the census—in the census made by State anthority 
at all events—and especially in the West, where 
stock constituted so large a proportion of the wealth 
of the people. In the absence of accurate infor- 
mation, he must proceed upon probable data; and, as 
the United States was more populous than Eng- 
and, ten times more extensive, and the keeping of 
stock more easy, he would assume the stock cen- 
sus of England as furnishing, not the criterion of 
numbers, but the data for calculation; the sheep of 
the United States being probably one-third, cattle 
and horses doubtful, and hogs far more numerous. 
Assuming this calculation for the relative number 
of stock, the necessity for salt was greater; for the 
use of green food, and especially wild grass, was 
more usual in the United States; and. this grass 
was more fresh, or free from saltiness, because 
the United States being a continent, and not an 
island, the saline dews which corrected the fresh- 
ness or the grass, did not extend: to the interior 

tates. Assuming the sheep of the United States 
to be one-third of the English flock, to wit: ten 
millions of head, and allowing to each sheep the 
English supply of half a pound a week,. which 
made halfa bushel a year, and it resulted that 
the sheep alone of the United States required five 
millions of bushels of salt per annum! being just as 
much as the domestic manufacturers made! so that, 
if the population of the Union should be thrown on 
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the domestic supply, and the sheep. supplied first,. 
there: would not be one grain leit for the hogs, 
horses, cattle, people, and the: thousand uses be- 
sides for which salt is indispensable! So much for 
the domestic supply! It had been. computed in 
England that the supply. of salt to the sheep was 
the saving of six hundred thousand head from dy- 
ing annually; the loss: of western stock for want of 
‘salt cannot. be estimated. 
western farmers to think of. Let each one make 
the computation for himself, and consider what his 
annual loss is in cattle, hogs, sheep, and horses, 
for want of this condiment to their food—this med- 
icine for their health—this attraction against run- 
ning wild—and then estimate, if he can, the an- 
nnal aggregate loss of the nine western States and 
Territories. > a 
Mr. B. affirmed that the stint of salt was univer- 
sal'in-the west; that it extended to all the operations 
_ of the-farmer; that it even extended to the pots and ta- 
bles of the poor? Ele believed that such an instance 
ol stint, for a necessary of life, did not exist among 
the negroes of the West India Islands. He believ- 


-èd that'those negroes received from their masters, 


“ervel as many of them were, a larger and better al- 
lowarice of salt than the average of western far- 
mers received from the inexorable monopolists. 
He said the entire west was a stock raising coun- 
try. The. farmers there, like the patriarchs of old, 
estimated their wealth, in a great degree, by the 
number of their flocks and herds.. Before the in- 
vention of steamboats, this rich vein of wealth was 
“but slightly and imperfectly: developed. Want sf 
salt prevented its development. Common salt could 
not be had in sufficient quantity for salting the stock. 
Not a pound of alum’salt could be had for curing 
bacon, preserving butter and cheese, and pickling 
~beef.and pork. Foreign salt, of no kind, could 
enter the vast and fertile regions of the west. 
Freight up the Mississippi, in keel boats and 
“barges, was seven or eight cents a pound—across 
‘the Alleghany mountains, in wagons, was as 
much’ or more, end then commenced, from 
hard necessity, and from absohite want of alum 
salt, the pernicious and impoverishing practice 
of driving off beef cattle on the hoof. But steam- 
boats furnish the means of relieving this necessity, 
_of supplying this want, and of terminating this per- 
‘nicious practice. They are bringing salt from New 
Orleans at so low a freight, thatif the duty was off, 
the price to the purchasers, in the central parts of 
the Great ‘Valley, and that of the pure-sea-made 
galt, would not exceed 25 cents per bushel; while, to 
those farmers who traded down the river, the pricé 
could not exceed three picailions. This cheap im- 
portation of pure salt—this unlimited means of im- 
porting it at the one-thiriy-second part of its former 
freight, was the greatest blessing of all the great 
blessings which the wonderful invention of steam- 
boats has conferred upon the West. It was the very 
thing which was lacking to give full development 
to her richest vein of wealth—richer than the mines 
of Mexico and Peru—her STOCK and PROVISION trade! 
‘Providence; of its infinite goodness, and to crown 
„the blessings of the great West, sent this miraculous 
invention to give ns that alone which was wanting, 
dnd never could have been got withoutit, the pure mu- 
rate of soda, the natural crystallized salt, the native, un- 
. mized, product of the sun and sea, the salt of Di- 
vine manufactory, as much superior to artificial fire- 
made salt as the works of God wre superior to the works 
of man! Upon the dispensation of such a Provi- 
dence, it was to. Haye been expected that the Fede- 
ral Legislature, to whom: the whole power of regu- 
lating foreign commerce had been: assigned by the 
States, whether wisely or not, time, and, above all, 
the continuance of the salt tax. will show, it was to 
have been expected that the Federal: Legislature 


‘(that part of it at all events which assumed to: be 


the particular friends of domestic industry,) would 
“have given all possible aid to the importation. o 
this Heaven-sent salt. A bounty in favor of, the 
ships which brought it, would have rested upon the 


same constitutional construction, and upon infinite- ` 


ly greater. reasons.of. justice, than a bounty in favor 
“of vessels which bring: home fish.. The greatest 
“exertions might have been expected for the encout- 
-agement of this importation. Every reason which 
fhe hesd could conceive, or the tongue could utter, 


sprung forth in favor of. the encouragement; not a 


But itis a point for 


of: 


ingre 


Salt Taz—Mr. Benton. 


single reason that craft and cunning could devise, 
could be arrayed against it. The whole vocabula- 
ry of the “American System” furnished not a word 
against it: for that system rests upon the basis of 
making at home, and furnishing,to the citizen 
the same article, BETTER and CHEAPER than the 1M- 
PORTED one! Well, alum salt, which compre- 
hends all crystallized salt, (and all salt made by the 
sun, and none other, is crystallized,) ALUM SALT 1S 
NOT MADE IN THE Uxirep States, (a little in the 
northeast excepted,) not æ pound of it is made in 
the West, nor any rival to it, nor substitute for. it. 


. By consequence, it could not be made cheaper and 


better at home! The “ American system” was for it, 
instead of being against it, unless it is intended to 
exclude the industry of the farmer, who raises stock, 
and salts provisions, from the industry to be pro- 
tected by that system. . A bounty might have been 
expected in favor of every ship that should bring 
sun-made salt to. New Orleans. Instead of that, 
what have we seen? Federal legislation actually 
employed to keep this salt away! A hostile and re- 
pulsive tax of 20 cents imposed upon every 8 cents, 
worth of this indispensable salt! “A requisition upon 
the ship that brings it to pay twice and a half its 
value into the coffers of the Federal Government, 
before that ship is allowed to landit! Bond and 
sEcURITY required, when. the money cannot be 
paid down! And this security to be exacted 
from strangers,’ who have crossed the wide 
seas to exchange- their surplus salt for . our 
surplus provisions! And, in consequence of 
these heavy and merciless exactions, most of the 
ships bring: sroxgs instead of saut; forced to bring 
stones by the Federal Government, and realizing 
the compulsive iustration ef the strongest re- 
proach contained in the sacred pages of the Holy 
Evangelists! They would bring salt for bailast.in 
preference to stones, if the Jaws would permit them. 
Many that bring salt, throw it everboard in the 
mouth cf the Mississippi. When no longer need- 
ed for ballast, they throw it inte the river, hecause 
they are neither able to pay the aty in ready mo- 
ney, nor to give. the security which the credit sys- 
tem requires. Is thisimaginetion? Or isit reality? 
Itis reality! And, no longer ago than: the last 


summer the troubied waves of the Mississippi, and 


the dark shades of midnight, were the- conscious 
witnesses of this lamentable fact, ef this dire opera- 
tion of taxing salt out of-the land of America! Mr. 
B. said he had heard of this sacrifice; this new spe- 
cies of immolation, not to propitiate the Genius of 
the River, but to appease the lefernal Genius of the 
salt tax, soon after it happened; and had laid it up 
in his memory for verification. That verification 
was quickly received; for on his passage to this city, 
in the month of November last, he fell in at Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, with the surveyor and inspector of 
the port of New Orieans, Maj. Spotts, formerly of 
the army, and lately approved by the Senate both 
as a military and civil officer, and from him re- 
ceived a confirmation of the fact. Two ships, 


Major Spotts was certain, had thrown their salt- 


overboard ; others he suspected of having done so! 
These ships thus encountering the risk of forfeiting 
their cargoes, and incurring al} the penalties of 


‘violating the revenue laws, in addition to the loss 


of the salt, because they could neither pay the du- 
ties, nor give the security, nor find any body to re- 
ceive’the salt asa gift, with a tax of twenty.cents 
a bushel upon it! At that very moment the whole 
interior of the West suffering forsalt! And for 
whose benefit are these oppressions practiced ? For 
the benefit of a few hundred menopelizers in the 
west, and a few thousand fishermen in the northeast! 
For their benefit the repeal of the odious tax is not 
only resisted, but an increase of the oppression is 


-actually demanded ! 


My. B. drew the line of distinction between good 
aed bad salt. It. was a line easy to be drawn, for 


-it was the line between the works of Nature and 
the. works of man. : a 
“boiling; no matter out of what water, was impure 


All salt that was made by 


andimperfect; for the agitation and the heat pre- 
vented crystallization, and retained the poiscnous 
mts, called slack and bittern; and salt made 


ofthe sun was pure and perfect, all the - joliey of z } ; 
-|| $e a part, justice requirgs it should be refunded to 
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and the’salt itself forming into lumps. by cOnere- 
tion and crystallization: The’ artificial-salt madè 
by boiling is good for many purposes; for salting 
stock, preserving hay and fodder, for daily use in 
fresh meat and vegetables; and, by help of much 
smoke and long drying, will save baacon for fami- 
use. ‘The natural sun-made salt was indispensable 
to pickling beef and pork, and to curing bacon, 
butter, and cheese for exportation, or the southern 
markets. It was of the fax upon this latter. kind . 
of salt that he complained so much; a kindof salt 
so indispensable to the provision trade of the West, 
and so impossible to be made by the domestic man- 
To this part of the argument he invit- 
ed, and invoked, and almost defied, the response of 
his opponents. .The fire-made salt would not an- 
swer the great purposes of the provision trade. It 
could not be used by the provision curers, if pre- 
sented to them asa gift. Sun-made salt alone 
would answer. It must be had, cost what it may; 
and a tax uponit was an oppression upon the 
people, without the possibility of producing a 
domestic supply of the same article. The do- 
mestic salt would not answer! All the testimony 
proved this greatand cardinal fact. He would 
not recapitulate that testimony; but would refer 
to the circumstance mentioned by the Hon. Mr. 
Lyon, of the House of Representatives, and of 
‘which he (Mr. B.) was also witness—that of alum 
salt delivered at Maysville, in November last, 
This salt had crossed the Gulf of Mexico. It had 
ascended ‘the Mississippi, in a ship, to New Or- 
leans; then to Lenisville in a steamboat; then to 
Maysville, in a keel, towed by a steamer. | It had 
traversed a thousand miles of gulf, and nineteen 
hundred miles of river navigation, to reach its 
point of delivery; and that point in the immediate 
neighborhood of the great Kenhawa salt works! 
—there to be employed in salting Kentucky pork 
for exportation, or southern consumption! How 
overwhelming and conclusive the bare annuncia- 
tion of such a pregnant fact! And that nocirenm« 
stance might be lacking to complete the power. of 
this impressive argument in favor of foreigw salt, 
the company’s own steamboat brought it! . Thus 
making themselves public and. unanswerable wit- 
nesses to the total inefficacy of. their own salt, and 
the absolute necessity of using the foreign !. 

Mr. B. insisted that the burthen of the . salt. tax 


“upon the west was aggravated- by contrast ; for 


in the northeast there were drawbacks, boun- 


| ties,. and allowances which..more than indem- 


nified the fishing interest. for the: proportion 
of the tax which they paid. They were alow- 
ed to draw out of the Treasury, at the end of each 
year, as much money as had been paid, or sup- 
posed to have been paid, for duties on the salt eme 
ployed in curing fish;-and under this system of 
drawbacks and allowances, upwards of five mil- 
lions of dollars had already. been drawn. The 
vigilant Secretary of the Treasury (Mr. Ingham) 
had discovered large frauds in this business, say 
to the amount of $50,000 ina single year; but 
the laws were yet in force; and while they. continu- 
ed, the leak from the Treasury on this account 
must still amount to a quater of a million of dollars 
per anuum. ‘The western States were allowed 
nothing in the way of drawback of duty on ‘the 
beef and pork exported by them. These States, 
therefore, felt the unmitigated weight of the tax, 
while to their friends in the. northeast it was actue 
ally a money making business. Thiswas unequal 
and unjust in the extreme. The Constitution de- 
clared, and, if it did not, the first principle of 
equity would declare, that taxes should be equal and 
uniform throughout the Union. But this equality 
was destroyed when the tax. was refunded to. one 
quarter and not refunded fo another. It was the 
same thing as if, in the law imposing it, the levy 
of the tax should be by sections, omitting one 
section entirely from the operation of the levy. . It 
would be better in this case to‘levy by sections, be- 
canse it has been proved at the Treasury that a 
certain section draws back. more than it payse= 
more than it would have been exempted from if the 
levy had-not reached it. This business of -refund- 
ing the salt tax to a part of the community, proves 
the impolicy of levying it at all; for if jt is refunded 
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ali,. and, if it be refunded to all, where is the sense 
in levying it? - The people of the northeast, with 
whom salted fish isa predominant food, have a 
drawback of the duty allowed them; the people of 
the South and West, with whom salted bacon is a 
predominant food, have no drawback; and thus the 
operation of the law is unequal as well as oppres- 
sive. The remedy for the. whole is to abolish the 
tax, and all the superstructure of drawbacks, boun- 
` ties, and allowances, which rest upon it. 

The iarmers, continued Mr. B. are the class 
most interested in the abolition of this tax; they 
feel it to the quick; and he could not allude to that 
meritorious class of citizens without the deepest 
feelings of sympathy and concern: They were the 
soul and body of the country. Their labors sup- 
plied all the elements of subsistence to man and 
beast. Their names were to ‘be found upon 
every list of contribution to the public service. 
They were found upon: the tax list, the muster roll, 
the jury pannel; the road list, the bridge list, and 
every other list which exacted the payment of mo- 
ney or the performance of service. There was 
but one list on which their names were not to be 

` found, and that was the list of office! Farmers and 
officers seldom get together. Their station in the 
body politic was, front rank for service, rear rank 
forreward. Surely a body of men so numerous, 
and so meritorious, so ready to do, and to suffer, 
for the Government, and se backward to ask fa- 
vers from it, ought at least to be uninjured by the 
Government. Laws should not be made against 
them, if they are made fer them. ` Fair play, at 
least, should be their portion. The “ Laissez nous 
faire”—Iet us alone”—should be their ready grant- 
ed prayer. Yet, how stands the account with the 
Federal Government? Their produce loaded with 
duties in foreign countries—virtually excluded 
from many of them—by the total failure of 
Congréss to make any attempt to regulate fo- 
reign commerce according to the power grant- 
edin the Constitution, and the declared intention 
of the States in conferring that power upon 
Congress! 
“in their wealth, but in their living, and only to 
be obtained from abroad, loaded with a duty of 
three times its value, before they. can use it at 
home! The Gulf of Mexico is saturated with the 
pares: salt. -Two thousand islands abound with it. 
he Bahamas alone, about five hundred in num- 
ber, of which Turk’s Island is the chief, lying in 
the very channel to New Orleans, could glut the 
valley of the Mississippi at a picaillon a bushel, 
These islanders want our provisions; we want their 
salt; but the Federal Government gets between the 
parties, and, by a total neglect of the power to re- 
gulate foreign commerce, and a manifest abuse of 
the power to lay duties, obstructs dnd prevents the 
natural and beneficial exchange of commodities to 
which the wants and superfluities of the respective 
parties so powerfully attracts, and so urgently in- 
vites them. The same with land. The Federal 
Government has got all the land. Invested with 
the whole domain by the improvidence of the 
southern States, it becomes the dog in the manger, 
and refuses to let the farmers have for its, value 
what itsclf cannot use. But, to confine these rc- 
flections to the matter in hand. The Gulf of Mexi- 


co is full of salt; the western farmers want it; they _ 


are debarred its use; and that by a Government 
whose taxes they pay, whose battles they 
fight, whose. burdens they bear, and whose fa- 
vors they seldom receive. Wehave a Committee 
on Agriculture, so styled at least, whether by way 
of antithesis was not for him (Mr. B.) to say; cer- 
tain it was, the name, if not the design of the com- 
mittee should have put them at the head of all the 
measures for the abolition of the salt taxes and re- 
duction of the price of refuse lands. - He felt him- 
self to be doing the business of that committee, and 
hoped they would soon be sound fellow-laborers 
and co-operators together. , 
Farmers, and all the departments of agriculture, 
are the chief sufferers by the salt duty; but they are 
not the sole sufferers: Manufactures suffer also; 
‘and it was computed by Sir Thomas Bernard, one 
of the witnesses examined by the Committee of the 
_British House of Commons, that the manufactures 
of England were annually injured to the amount of 
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the tax derived from salt. Various manufactures 


- require this article, either in its proper shape, or as 


a chemical preparation. The hard soap alone . 


made in England was computed to require 
two thousand tons of mineral alkali per annum; 
and this alkali is obtained, by a chemical pro- 
cess, either from salt in its proper state, or from 
the salt contained in barilla and kelp. To pro- 
cure two thousand tons of alkali must require a 
much greater number of tons of salt. The barilla 
only yields seventeen per cent. of alkali, and kelp 
six per cent. The decomposition of the salt itself 
‘is the cheapest mode of procuring the alkali; and 
this salt is taxed two or thre times it value in the 
United States, so that the Federal Government has 
actually established. a tax upon CLEANLINESS! for, 
without soap, people cannot be clean; and, without 
salt, they cannot have soap. The Committee on 
Mancracruses ought to pursue this subject. Their 
learned labors, their scientific researches, their 
practical knowledge, their access to the fountain- 
heads of information, their zeal in the cause, would 
enable them to give in a list of some fifty manu- 


factures in which salt, or its chemical preparations. 


of alkali, muriatic acid, oxy-muriatic acid, sal am- 
moniac, &c. &c. &c. is indispensably necessary. 
To that committee is resigned this branch of the 
subject; and the confident belief may be entertained 
that, atthe proper time, this. zealous committee— 
this committee no less capable than zealous—will 
come forward with a mathematical demonstration 
to prove that the salt tax is an injury to manufac- 
tures to the full extent of its own amount, say a 
million of dollars per annum; and that the pros- 
perity of manufactures loudly demands its total and 
instant repeal. 

Every interest cries aloud; the joint interests of 
agriculture and manufactures clamor together for 
the repeal of this tax. It isa tax upon the entire 
economy of Nature and Arr, upon man and upon 
beast, upon life and upon health, upon comfort and 
luxury, upon want and superfluity, upon food and 

‘raiment, upon washing and cleanliness! A tax which 
no economy can avoid, no poverty can shun, no pri- 
vation escape, no cunning elude, no force resist, no 
dexterity avert, no prayers can deprecate, no curses 
repulse! It isa tax which invades the entire domi- 
nion of human operations, falling with its greatest 
weight upon the weakest and most helpless. It is 
the tax which tyranny invented, in the worst ages 
of the world, to force from the cultivator of the soil, 
to wring from the clenched fist of penury, to extract 
from the mouth of hunger, the last unwilling con- 
tribution of vassals to lords. The tories introduced 
itinto England above a hundred years ago. Our 
necessities compelled us to resort to it, in a small 
degree, at the commencement of our Government. 
The Federal Administration of 1798 ran it up to its 
highest amount. Jefferson overthrew it. The war 
of 1812 compelled us to resort to it again. Now 
we have no war, no Federal Administration, no ne- 
cessity, and the disciples of Jefferson are in power. 
The English Whigs have overturned this tory tax 
in England; cannot Whig Republicans overturn it 
here? . P 

Mr. B. repcated with energy and emphasis, and 

wished to fix the attention of the Senate, and of all 

America, fully on the circumstance, that the Bri- 

tish Parliament had totally repealed the salt duties 
of Great Britain. The information collected by 

the committee of the House of Commens in 1818 

effected the immediate overthrow of these duties. 

The King’s ministers withdrew their opposition, im- 

possible as it was for the treasury to do withont the 
product of the duties, and difficult as it was to find 
anew article of taxation on which the amount 
might be levied; but they withdrew their opposition, 
and the bill for the repeal went through both houses 
without further debate, and received the approba- 
tion of the King the next day. This is what was 
done upon the prayers of the people, in a country 
where the peopie are very imperfectly represented 
in one branch of the Legislature, not represented at 
all in the other, and where the Chief Magistrate, 
who approves the act, is a hereditary ruler; where 
the necessity for the tax was urgent; where the do- 


` mestic supply of artificial salt was abundant; where 


the manufacturers of this salt clamored for protec- 
tion; but where the voice of the people was heard, 


“= Senate. 


and every minor interest made to yield to that'sa- 
cred voice. He quoted this example, and dwelt 
upon it: for he held it to be impossible that the re- 
publican Congress of the United States, without a 
single restraining motive which operated in Great 
Britain, could refuse to do for the people of the 
United States what King, Lords, and Commons 
had done for the subjects of the British Crown. : 

IE Nore.—Of the three speeches delivered by 
Mr. BENTON some years ago on the salt tax, the 
foregoing is the only one he has been able to find 
in that most defective and imperfect of all compi- 
lations, Messrs. GALES & SEATON’S Register 
of Debates. at : 


DEFERRED DEBATE. , 


Senatr, Fes. 23, 1837. 
REDUCTION OF DU'TIES. 

Mr. CALHOUN rose and addressed the Senate 
at great length. He commenced by observing that 
this bill, rvported from the Committee on Finance, 
was founded on the assumption that the compromise 
act was no longer to be considered sacred, or to be 
respected. The bill. proposed to open the contro- 
versy as to the tarif, and the question for the Se- 
nate to decide was-—‘ Shalt it be opened?’ Mr. 
C. said that he would on no account disturb the’ 
compromise act, however desirable it might be that 
the duty on salt should be reduced. f 

He looked forward to the year 1842, when the 
act would expire, and the duties be reduced down 
to the economical wants of the Government. He 
called upon southern Senators not to support 
the bill, but to look to the future, when they 
would reap the advantages of their present posi- 
tion, by not touching the bill of '33. He was op- 


„posed to sudden reductions of duties, and in 


favor of the gradual repeal of them. And the 
honorable Senator from New York (Mr. Wright) 
had brought forward this bill, as a bait, to induce 
southern gentlemen to yield the advantages which 
they had in refraining from touching the act of 
1833. Mr. ©. went intoa long history of the cir- 
cumstances which had originated and attended the 
passage of the various tariff acts; and he inti- 
mated his doubts as to the earnestness of the Sena- 
tor (Mr. Wright) in bringing forward this bill 
when the session had nearly expired. He (Mr. C.) 
thought, looking at the progress of events here and 
elsewhere, that there were other motives than 
those which had been expressed. The tariff act of 
1828 had been pregnant with the greatest evils— 
raising, as it did, the duties to an enormous height. 
The act of °32 had reduced the duties to some ex- 
tent; but still they remained exceedingly high. Mr. 
C. next spoke of the act of °33 and its effects, and 
next adverted to the surplus revenue. 

He then remarked that the surplus which the 
Senator from New York now so much denounced, 
was a surplus produced by his own act, and which 
would now have been enormous had it not been 
for this act. Weof South Carolina saw but one 
remedy, and that was the glorious one of State in- 
terposition. We saw the whole Government against 
us without any power, but thal of State sover- 
eignty to protect. To our neighbors we looked in 
vain. We waited calmly, and marked every move- 
ment of those who had the control of the Govern- 
ment; and what was the measure proposed by them 
to fix this tariff on us permanently and forever. It 
was distribution; seeing that if the tariff was kept 
up, andthe principle of distribution established, it 
would give them power irresistible. Shortly after 
1828, a distinguished member of this body, now a 
member of the administration (Mr. Dickerson) 
brought forward a bill to distribute annually the 
surplus revenue, as a means of preventing an in- 
terference with the protective system; and the State 
of New York came out warmly in favor of the mea- 
sure. The President was prepared to act his part, 
and he, Mr. C. had heard that in his short inaugu- 
ral address, he had inserted a clause recommend- 
ing distribution; but it was taken out at the advice 
of his friends, and he had understood with great 
diffculty. At the next two sessions was the recom- 
mendation of the .President for distribution, pre- 
vious to reduction, when not a werd was said about 
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‘reduction. .He was very glad to find that the au- 
he and: his friends denounced in advance. During 
the whole time when this tremendous . torrent 
of revenue was. pouring into the Treasury, the 
administration „was busied in the small political 
movements of the day. . - n a 
No effort was made to meet that crisis which 
-every man of sense Saw was approaching, the pay- 
mentof the public debt; by providing for such a 
reduction of revenue that -no evil consequences 
‘would ensue. After waiting two sessions, the act 
of 1832. was passed, which took off two millions, 
and we were then (said. Mr. C.) gravely told, by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, that this was the settle- 
ment of the great question between the North and 
the South, and that there would be no surplus; and 
some public men, on the administration side from 
the south were deceived by his assertions, and went 
home. and pledged themselves and their political 
prospects on them. But we (said Mr. C.) were 
determined not to, be thus humbugged. We nulli- 
fied the tariff, and brought down the revenue by the 
act of 1833: Thank fortune! patriotism and good 
counsels triumphed over those who were for con- 
trolling a member of this confederacy at the point 
of the bayonet; and this act of 1833, which the 
Senator from New York now sought to destroy, 
Vase p The Senator from New York said 
Abat this duty on sait would test the question 
whether this compromise is to be preserved [Here 
Mr. Wricat made a gesiure of dissent.] He was 


glad the gentleman denied it; but whether he said | 


so or not, this vote would test the question. ` Now, 
if southern members vote to repeal this duty, they 
will surrender all the advantages of the compromise 
act. If they now, for so small an advantage as 
the repeal of the duty on salt, violate the rights 
secured to the manufacturing interest by this act, 
how will they dare to call on the members from 
‘the north to adhere to this compromise when the 
year 1842 comes, and this compromise shall have 
run out? The question is, (said Mr. C.) are we 
to fellow the lead of the Senator from New 
York in disturbing this compromise? The gen- 
tleman must? excuse him for saying that he, 
for one, would not follow it. He saw into the 
scheme, and it was not sa much a reduction of 
the revenue, as it was a movement to revive the 
party conflicts between the North and the, South. 
He saw in that movement, the means of vast poli- 
tical power. which was most important in future 
Presidential contests. Open the. tariff question, 
and you have the whole subject again before Con- 
gress, creating hopes arid expectations in every sec- 
tion of the Union. If it be desirable to gain power 
in this way, nothing was more easy. Take a me- 
dium position, and favor the one or the other side 
as interest requires, and the whole business will be 
accomplished. Udistrnst those (said Mr. C.) who de- 
ceived usin 1828. He should never forget the re- 
brike given by a distinguished Virginia Senator, to 
the gentleman who was the most to be charged with 
fixing the tariff ot 1828 on them. That gentleman 
had acted’ with them in most instances from the 
first, and induced the southern members to believe 
that he would go with them; but when it came to 
the vote, he voted against them. The stern Vir- 
ginia statesman told him, “you have deceived me 
_ once, and that was your fault, but if you deceive 
me again, itwillbemine.” Alas, for the ancient 
dominion! she.has cast away her faithful Senator, 
d has raised ‘to the» highest honors, him who 

; her rights. Ele, for one, was under no 
ment, under no pledge: The Senate 
that his course in. 1833, left-him free to 
follow the distates of his own judgment; and he be- 
lieved that the course thathe was now pursuing, 
was forthe best interest of the South... His con- 
stituents had no desire to prevent their Senators 
.from performing all that duty or honor required. 
They knew what advantages théy derived from 
tims compromise act, and that its operations would, 
in ibe course of two ‘years, remove ten millions 
of daties more. ` They-kneiv that when the act run 

- out, there was ani agreement to bring down 
the revenue to the economical wants of the Go- 
“overmmoent, and they would consider him faithless to 
nifhem, if he was willing to surrender all these ad- 


if x 
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thors of distribution. were now denouncing what” 
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vantages. No he would not surrender. them. 
Though he was under no -pledge, yet, taking the 
liberal side, he’should vote in every doubtful case 
against a repeal. 


He’ respected too’. much the 
gentlemen on the side of the manufacturing inte- 
rest, to believe that they would be the first to dis- 


. tarb this act. 


Mr. BROWN said that, as one of those repre- 
senting, in part, one of the southern States, he felt 
himself called upon to say that he did not approve 
the doctrines which had been advanced by the 
Senators from South Carolina, and considered him- 
self bound, by a proper regard to the interests of 
his constituents, to vote for the abolition of the 
duty on salt. This tax on an article of such pyme. 
necessity and universal use, had always been 
viewed as odious, even when intended as a finan- 
cial measure, to relieve an embarrassed Treasury. 


annually flowing into the Treasury beyond its 
legitimate wants? 


he had witnessed here in the various mutations of 
political parties, none had struck him as more 
remarkable than that presented by the co-operation 
of the Senators frorn South Carolina with: the 
Senator from * Massachusetts, (Mr.. Davis,) -who 
had always been distinguished for his zeal in 
support of high protecting duties, against the re- 
ductions proposed by the Committee on Finance. 
This, indeed, was a strange and extraordinary cc- 
incidence! And what more did we see and hear? 
Both cf the Senators from South Carolina de- 
nouncing, in the most unqualified terms, those of 
our northern friends who advocated these reduc- 
tions! 

The Senate had been told.that the State of Vir- 
ginia, and other southern States, which had aided in 
elevating the President elect to the station which 
he was shortiy to fill, had done an act fatal to their 
interests, and inconsistent with their political prin- 
ciples. As one of the Senators from a southern 
State, he could not sit in silence and hear the 
charges which had been brought against that gen- 
tlemau on the subject of the tariff, without ex- 
pressing the opinion that great injustice had been 
done him. He (Mr. B.) had no hesitation in 
making the assertion, that from the period when 
he had first taken his seat in that body, at the session 
of. 1829: and °30, down to the period when Sonth 
Carolina passed her ordinance of nullification, the 
only efficient aid given by any party from the 
North in favor of reduction, came from the politi- 
eal friends of Mr. Van Buren. He would ask, if it 
had not been almost a constant topic of abuse and 
denunciation against him, during the period to 
which he had referred, that he favored a reduction 
of the tariff? If any one doubted the accuracy of 
his recollections of that period, he would refer them 
to the colemporancous debates in both branches of 
Congress, and they would find that portion of the 
opposition who were in favor of high protecting 
duties, repeatedly assailing him as an adversary of 
the system, and a8 meditating ils overthrow. Such 
Mr. B. knew to be the fact. He knew, likewise, 
upon all test questions which came before either 
House of Congress during the period to which he had 
alluded, that almost the only aid that the southern 
States had received, either in discussion or by votes, 
was given by the political friends of the gentleman 
whom the Senate had heard so much denounced. 
And, notwithstanding this was. the fact, he was 
held up here and charged with having attempted 
to fix permanently high duties on the country! 
Mr. B. considered the charge which had likewise 
been made against the administration, in this de- 
bate, of having wanted in proper efforts to reduce 
the tariff, pending the progress of the great contro- 
versy, which had agitated the country on that sub- 


ject; to be equally unsustained. Those who were 


then members of that body could not fail to recol- 
lect: the ‘anxious exertions, made by the leading 
members of the administration, to obtain a redne- 
tion ofthe tariff to some reasonable standard. At 
the session of-.1831-32 the then Secretary of the 


If this compromise act was. not - 
‘to be respected, it would be because of the votes of 
~southern ‘Senators. 


What, then, he would ask, should be the degree of | 
repugnance felt towards it, when: millions. were 


-Among the most extraordinary spectacles that | 
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sentatives, which he was, he believed, called on by 
a resolution of that body to do, which proposed a 


very large reduction, and which met with warm. 


opposition fiom the manufacturing interests. 
‘This plan was then considered as having not only 
the sanction of the administration, but its warm sup- 
port. How. then, he would ask, could it with 
justice be said that’ there was no effort. made in 


` good faith, by those in power, to adjust this ques- 


tion at that time? 


The honorable Senator from South Garolina ` 


(Mr. Calhoun) had said that the act of 1832, by 
which the tariff was reduced some five or six mil- 
lions annually, was considered by those who voted 


|! for it as settling the great question of the tariff, be- 


ween the North and the South. He (Mr. B.) was 
one of those who voted for the aet of 1832, and he 
also remembered the little favor which it met with 
from some other quarter. He did not consider it 


- as at all setiling the queetion, nor did other gentle~ 


men from the south, who supported it, view it in 
that light’ On the contrary, the debates of that 
day would show that they’ had declared their 
unalterable hostility to the system, while it con~ 
tinued on the statute book. The gentleman from 
South Carolina was therefore certainly mistaken, 
when he had said that the act of 1932 was con- 
sidered as Settling the question of the tariff between 
the north and the south. He would add that, in 
his opinion, much of the credit was due to the 
cperation of that law in mitigating the tariff, which 
was now claimed, exclusively, for what-was gene- 
rally designated as the compromise act, passed in 
1833! By the former act, it was estimated that 
the revenue would be reduced annually five or six 


| millons; yet it scemed that all the credit is now to 


be given to the compromise act. 


a 


X) He felt towards 
that act, and for the motives which prompted the 
honorable gentleman who originated it, that respect 
to which they were so justly entitled. 

The honorable Senator from South Carolina, 
who had first addressed the Senate on this question, 
(Mr. Preston) took occasion,.in the course ‘of his 
remarks, to say it was owing to'the virtue and pa- 
triotism of the State of South Carolina, in taking 
the stand she did in relation to the tariff, that the 
southern States were now enjoying the advantages 
of diminished burdens on their productions. Now, 
it was far from his intention to speak with’censure 
of tae movement of that State, which had been al- 
luded to as possessing so’ much -virtue. He was 
opposed to the force bill, designed to counteract 
that movement; but he thought it was claiming 
rather too much to say that the credit was due sole 
ly to any one State. He did not believe that her 
course, on that occasion, had been attended with 
such fortunate, consequences as those which had 
been claimed as flowing from it. On the contrary, 
he must be allowed to express great doubts whether 
it had not, in a great degree, in the end, contributed 
to delay the reduction of the duties down to a reve- 
nue point. : ` > DA 

The payment of the national debt, and the accu» 
mulation of a vast amount of surplus inthe Frea- 
sury, had producedan almost universal conviction 
throughout the country, that the revenue should be 
brought down to the legitimate wants of the Go- 
vernment. ‘This opinion certainly prevailed at the 
last session of Congress, so far as he was able. to 
judge. And whathe would inquire was the reason, 
and almost the sole reason for not doing it. Was 
it not asserted, that the compromise ‘act, 
which resulted from the movement of South 
Carolina, had imposed an obligation on 
Congress, not to act while it was in force? This 
certainly was the main argument against legisla- 
tion to reduce the duties. He believed, but for 
that, even the most enthusiastic advocates of high 
protecting duties, would not have ventnred to advo- 
cate the continuance of. the Jaw by which the pre- 
sent immense amount of surplus revenue was rais- 
ed. He would repeat then, that it might be well 
questioned, whether the movement of South Caro- 
lina had not, in some degree, prejudiced southern 
interests, from the effect of the compromise act, 
which had resulted from it, to delay the. reduction 
of the tanff down to a revenue standard. 

. The Senator had warned those representing 


Treasury submitted aplan to the House of Repre-. || southern States in this body, not to vote for a Fer 
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duction of the duties, provided for by the bill then 
before them, because, in doing so, he thinks they 
will lose the favorable position at this time occu- 
pied by the South under the present system, and in- 
vite another attempt to increase the tariff. Mr. B. 
did not perceive any ground for the indulgence of 
such apprehensions. The national debt had been 
some time since paid off, and a large amount of 
surplus revenue was annually coming into the 
Treasury. He could not,for a moment believe 
that any administration would ever venture so dan- 
gerous an experiment as to propose an increase of 

. duties under such circumstances. , 

He had always entertained the opinion that the 
act of 1833 should not be touched for light or 
trifling causes. As a Senator from a southern 
State, he would not have volunteered a proposi- 
tion to act on this subject, but as it had been 
brought before them, and as very clear indications, 
in his opinion, had been given, from a large por- 
tion of the people of the North, that some reduc- 
tion ought to be made, he considered the aspect of 
the question materially changed. The friends of 
reduction were. not, on that floor, confined to those 
representing southern States; but many gentlemen, 
from each of the great divisions of the Union, were 
found concurring in the opinion that it was neces- 
sary. When this sentiment had taken stich strong 
hold on the public mind, as well in a large portion 
of the North as elsewhere, he could. not see any 
impropriety in legislating with a view to lessen the 
public burdens, at this time so unnecessarily con- 
tinued. As one of those representing a southern 
State, he did not consider that he should discharge 
his duty if he were, under existing circumstances, 
to refuse his aid in voting to abolish the duty on 
salt, an article so essential to every class of citi- 
zens, anè more especially to those engaged in agri- 
cultural pursuits. 

If, however, (said Mr. B.) this view of the sub- 
ject, is irreconcilable with a proper consideration 
of the compromise act, there was another obliga- 
tion of still higher authority, and entitled to more 
sacred observance, than any which could possibly 

. result from a mere legislative enactment, that chal- 
lenged their respect. He alluded to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, from which was derived 
our power to impose taxes in the shape of duties or 

‘otherwise. He contended that Congress had no 
right to raise money by any species of taxation, 
except only for the purpose of carrying into effect 
the powers granted to the General Government by 
that instrument. They were annually raising a 
great deal more money than was required for those 

‘purposes. Was there act then a constitutional obli- 
gation resting om them to reduce the duties to the 
wants of the Government, which was paramount 
to any and to. every other consideration? ‘While, 
therefore, gentlemen were urging the claims of the 
compromise act to such sacred regard, he trusted 
that they would remember that the Constitution of 
the United States deserved infinitely more their re- 
gard and respect in guiding us in bur deliberations 
here. 

Mr. B. expressed his regret that the gentleman 
from South Carolina, (Mr. Calhoun,) had deemed 
it proper to make, what was, in his opinion, such 
an unealled for and unwarrantable denunciation 
against those of their northern friends,who had come 
forward as the advocates of a reduction of duties 
on this occasion. If some of these gentlemen had 
occupied the position in 1828, in relation to the 
tariff, which had been said, and charged against 
them, the country had the gratification now to 
see and know, that they, at least, had changed for 
the better, while some of those representing a por- 
tion of the South upon this floor, and who were 
now opposing some of the proposed reductions, had 
in that respect, somewhat deteriorated. 

' The Senator from South Carolina, in his opinion, 
in opposing a reduction of duties, by so doing con- 
tributed to keep up the sysiem, and in that manner 
indirectly. supported the tariff principle. It would 
seem, therefore, that the relative positions of gentle- 
men had undergone some change, in the progress of 
events. 

Mr. CALHOUN: AmI to understand the Sena- 
tor.to say that I have changed. my sentiments in 
relation to the tarif? ` i 


Mr. BROWN resumed. What he intended tosay, 
and whathe had distinctly said, was, that those who 
are now charged with having, in 1828, been friends 
of the tariff, at any rate hdd now given indications 
in favor of relaxing the present system of duties, 
while gentlemen who were hitherto opposed to the 
system, were at present against a reduction of the 
duties. He could not exactly say what their sen- 
timents were, but only what their course was here. 
Whether their sentiments had undergone any 
change it was not for him to say; but he repeated, 
that so far astheir actions were concerned, it seem- 
ed certain to him, that the gentlemen were not as 
hostile to the system as they had been on some for- 
mer occasions. 

Mr. CALHOUN, after a few words, said he 
hoped that the Senator from North Carolina would 
acknowledge that it was exceedingly unfair (to say 
the least of it) to hold him up as opposed to a re- 
duction of the revenue, and a friend to a high tariff, 
because he was opposed to interfering with the 
compromise act, and thus surrendering all advan- 
tages the Sonth acquired by it. Was he not now 
in favor of reduction? and was he not voting for at 
in this very bill, though he was opposed to redne- 


tion on some particular articles protected by the - 


compromise act? and the only reason why he did 
not vote for reducing these, was his strong opposi- 
tion to a high tariff, and the knowledge that they 
must go off by the operations ofthe compromise act 
in two or three years. He had another reason, 
which was, that he had not the slightest faith in the 
intention to reduce the revenue to a serious amount 
in those who had bronght forward this bill. More 
than that, why did they put disputed articles in the 
bill, when there were a great many articles which 
wouid be passed in a few moments, and secure the 
passage of the bill through both Houses, which 
could not be done if it contained disputed articles. 
Because he would not vote for disputed articles, 
and had no faith in the intention to make a serious 
reduction of the revenue, the Senator from North 
Carolina keeps him up asa friend to the tariff, and 
opposed to reduction. Either the rate of the Sena- 
tor’s intelligence, or his feelings towards him, must 
warp his judgment. Upon reflection, the Senator 
must see that there was nothing either in what he 
said or did that indicated that he was opposed to a 
reduction. 

Mr. BROWN said that he thought he had not 
misrepresented the Senator, and if he did, it was 
certainly unintentional. The gentleman had al- 
luded, in language somewhat harsh, to the repre- 
sentatives from the South, if they should vote for 
this bill. Mr. B. consequently felt himself called 


upon to make some observations why he should | 


vote for the abolition of the duty on salt. In reply 
he took occasion to say, that the Senator had, at 
any rate, in his speech, advocated the retention of 
the present duties, (and which he did not now un- 
derstand the Senator to deny,) and that he had de- 
clared himself opposed to any infraction of the 
compromise act, and in doing so, he had supported 
the tariff system. Mr. B’s opinion was, that an 
individual voting against a reduction of the duties, 
was in fact voting to perpetuate the actto keep it 
the longer on the statute book, and it wasa tariff 
vote in effect. That was what he intended to ex- 
press. When the issue was made up, and the in- 
dividual was asked “ will you, or will you not, 
vote for areduction of duty?” and that individual 


“refuses to vote fer a reduction, there was no po- 


litical casuistry, there was no pitiful subterfuge 
which could induce him (Mr. Brown) to believe 
that that individual did not give a vote to perpetu- 
ate the system. 

Mr. B. considered that the Constitution of the 
United States was imperative in its commands on 
Congress to raise no more duties than were requir- 
ed to carry into effect the powers delegated and 
granted by that instrument. What, he inquired, 
was the General Government doing under this sys- 
tem? Why, they were raising a large surplus re- 
yenue—a thing never contemplated by the Consti- 
tution—a power not delegated to Congress. And 
that being the case, what was the consequence of 
it? Why, that they were violating the very instru- 


ment by which they professed to be guided in their 


acts of legislation. He would ask, was it not 
plain, palpable, and beyond all contradiction, that 
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those .who purposed voting against a reduction 
of duty were in effect giving a vote to. perpetuate 
and keep up the system of protection? That was 
his deliberate and setded opinion, and he. conceiv- 
ed a different impression could not have been made 
on the minds of other Senators. 

Having expressed this conviction, he cared not 
towhom and where it gave offence. The trath 
must be told sometimes, however unpleasant or 
annoying to those who might be affected by it. 
Harsh repartee and personalities might be indulged 
in, but those who commenced that warfare must 
not expect always to escape without some resistance 
being offered. 

Mr. B. did not profess to have any exalted opin- 
ion of his own intelligence; and he trusted that he 
had none of that overweeniag egotisin and con- 
temptible vanity which so often characterised some 
other individuals; but he should use that little por- 
tion of intelligence with which God had blessed 
him as he chose, without consulting other gentle- 
men; and whether his ideas agreed precisely with 
those who fancied they had all the intelligence, 
virtue, patriotism, and every thing cise, was a còn- 
sideration of vèry little importance indeed, and not 
worth a thought. He (Mr.Brown) had no particular 
standard of infailbility to govern his‘actions; and he 
would take the liberty of saying that he would not 
seek it in that guarter [looking towards Mr.. Cal- 
honun.]} 

Mr. CALHOUN said that the Senator from 
North Carolina had satisfied him of one thing. 
Because he (Mr. C.) refused to disturb the: com 
promise act, the Senator from No rotina held 


him up as being in favor of a Lig! Because 
he, Mr. C. was actuated by a sincere desire to pre- 
serve tothe South the cartain rec: that must 


take place under this act, and ret vid of the 
protective sysiem, the Senaior said that, voting as he 
did, he voted to perpetuate it. Now after sucha 
course taken by the Senator from North Carolina, 
he should not pretend to argue with him; he was 
beyond the reach of argument. He very much re- 
gretted that the Senator had not-met in a proper 
way the appeal he made to him, and now all he 
had to say was that he had learned a lesson, and 
that lesson was not to respond to the arguments of 
the Senator from North Carolina, nor again to 
make an appeal to his correct feelings. 
Mr. BROWN remarked that there were som 
inion he si 
feel mortified at not having, but there were s 
others whose opinions he did not regard in 
same light, and for which he felt a te 
ence. The notice of that gentleman 
ways proved beneficial to the ind 
been so fortunate as to receive it. 


the 
indier- 
not al- 
uals who had 
Oa the contra- . 
ry, he bélieved that the favorabie opinion of that 
gentieman had not been considered as the most un- 


had 


LOM it was 


erring evidence that the individual on w 
bestowed had claims to the public spprobation. 
He, therefore, could not regard it as a signal mark 
of honor conferred on him, even if he had received 
it. 

Mr. B. did not stand upon this floor 
of high sounding pretensions; bathe 
ready to uphold and defend his ow 
that Senator or any other; and ne 
this occasion, as on any other, to 
would repeat, then, that he could not i 
by a miserable subterfuge | 1 
did not give his vote to redmee the au 
aid in perpetuating the tarif 
B. contended that tho rev 
that was the head and freni And 
say tbai the course which 
the gentleman had taken jn regard to him (Mr. 
Brown) could be characterised on!y ss one of those 
ebuilitions of feeling, and hallucinations of mind, 
that he had heard, again and again, indulged in 
against the present administration, and many of 
those who supporved it. 

Mr. CALHOUN said 
gratify the Senator frem : 
bestowing on him any notice on any occasion; and 
asto the words “miserable subterfuge,” as applied 
to him, he threw it back on hiro. 

Mr. BROWN replied that he felt nothing but 
the utmost contempt for the Senator from South 


Carolina 


to ma 


Carolina, by not 
onanie 
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“SURPLUS REVENUE. 
REMARKS OF MR. YELL; 


l Os ARKANSAS. — ; 
In the House of Representatives, 


the motion of Mr. Mann of New York, to 


amend the motion of Mr. Brut of Tennessee | 


to amend the fortification: bill, by inserting a 

clause to provide for the distribution of the sur- 

plus revenue among the States on the scale of 

_ federal representation. i : 

On taking the floor, Mr. YELL said, that before 
the vote was taken on this important subject, he 
wished to say but a few words, and he would be 
as brief as possible, because at this late day he was 
not disposed to detain the House, > 
the general course of business. He deemed it 
proper to avail himself of the occasion to briefly 
and freely express the reasons which had governed 
his course in relation to the proposed amendment 
to the bill, and this he was bound to do, in justice 
to himself and the young and flourishing State he 
had the honor to represent. I voted, Mr. Speaker, 
continued Mr. Y. against the amendment proposed 
by the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Bell,) be- 
cause I am of opinion that this bill, if passed, and 
sanctioned by the President,—and I trust that it 
never vvil] receive the: countenance of that distin- 
guished man and illustrious. statesman,—will at 


once establish a system demoralizing and corrupt~ 


ing in ils influences, and tend to the destruction 
of the sovereignty of the States, aad. render them 
dependant suppliants on the General Government. 
The power and patronage of this Government 
should not thus be perverted for the base purpose 
of degrading and withering the independence of the 
States—that glorious independence, Mr. Speaker, 
which, sneer at il as gentlemen may who come 
from particular sections of this Union—sections, 
sir, where aristocracy is getting the mastery of. our 
democratic and federative principles—must be the 
last Lulwark of liberty. But, sir, E am opposed 
to. this measure on other and not less tangible 
grounds. Sir, I behold in this plan of distribution, 
what every enlightened mind can readily discover, 
a deep and a matured plan, conceived and nurtured 
by the high’ tariff” party, to continue and consoli- 
date their odious scheme of injustice and oppres- 
sion. . And, strange as it may appear, it is now ad- 
vocated, and’ probably will. receive the votes of 
gentlemen from the middle and soythern States, 
once the uncompromising opponents of the tariff 
rinciple, but who now are ready to fallat the-foot of 
Baal, and sacrifice former principles and professions, 
for the purpose of filling their State treasuries at 
the expense of the people—by recognising and es- 
tablishing asystem of taxation as oppressive as it 
jis unconstitutional. And, sir, the brave and hardy 
people of the young and vigorous State which I 
have the honor to represent, are called on to sub- 


scribe to such heresies and denationalizing dogmas. — 


The man who expects any thing of the kind from 
the people of Arkansas, knows but little of their 
character ; or, knowing it, would basely misrepre- 
sent them, and bow at the temple of Mammon. 
This measure of distribution, since it has been a 
hobby horse for gentlemen to ride on, has presented 
an anomalous spectacle! The time yet belongs to 
the history of this Congress, when honorable gen- 
tlemen, from the south and the west, were daily 
found artaying themselves against every species of 
unnecessary taxation, boldly. avowing that they 
were opposed to any and all tariff systems which 
would yield a revenue beyond the actual wants and 
demands of the Government. Such was their lan- 
guage but afew weeks or months ago, and, in 
proclaiming it, they struggled hard to excel each 
other in zeal and violence. And now, sir, what is 
the spectacle we behold? A system of distribution— 
another and a specious name for a system of bri- 
bery has. been started; the hounds are in full ery; 
ani the same honorable and patriotic gentlemen 
now step forward, and, at the watch-word of “put 
_money in thy. purse; aye put money in thy purse,” 
vote for the distribution or, bribery measure, the 
-effectof which is to. entail: on. this country a sys- 
„tem of laxation and oppression, which has had no 
“parallel since the days of the tea and ten penny tax— 
‘wo frightful measures of discord, which roused 
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enfeebléed colonies to rebellion, and led to the foun- 
dation of this mighty republic. But we are told, 
Mr. Speaker, that this proposed distribution is only 
for momentary duration; that it is necessary to re- 
lieve the Treasury of.a redundant income, and 
discontinued! Indeed, siz! 
‘What evidence have we of the fact? What evi- 
dence do we require to disprove the assertion? 
This scheme was commenced the last session; it 
has been introduced. to this; and let me-tell you, 
Mr. Speaker, it never will be abandoned.so long as 
the high tariff party can wheedle the people with a 
siren luJlaby, and cheat them out of their rights, 
by.dazzling the vision with gold, and deluding the 
fancy by the attributes of sophistry. Depend upon 
it, sir, if this baleful, system of distribution -be not 
nipped in the bud, it will betray the people into 
submission by a species of taxation which no. na- 
tion on earth should endure. 

Mr. Speaker: I will not wantonly impugn any 
man’s motives, ner will I scek to wound any man’s 
sensibility, but I must be permitted to speak plainly 
and with candor, and F trust that no one will deem 
me discourteous if I frankly remark, that the con- 
duct of certain southern gentlemen, in relation to 
this subject, has been, to say the Jeast of it, equivo- 
cal, and has almost tempted me to doubt the evi- 
dence of my own senses. Are they sincere and 
disinterested? It is notmy province to doubt them; 
bat let me say, sir, that they appear to demonstrate 
by their acts a degree of insincerity, if their former 
professions can be relied on; for though once loudly 
clamorous Against the tariff, they are now found 
engaged, by means not decidedly indirect, oppos- 
ing any measure that has a tendency to reduce tax- 
ation. ‘They assail the land bil, because it would 
reduce the tariff some $15 or 20,000,000, and show 
mostclearly and conclusivety,by their votes, that they 
will not go for those measures of reduction for which 
the south has so long contended. Their only ob- 
ject now appears to be the creation of a redundant 
treasury, for the miserable purpose of distribution. ` 

Mr. Speaker: this scheme of accumulation and 
distribution presents to the world a spectacle equal- 
ly to be deplored and ridiculed. 'To combat it with 
argoment would be to waste the lime of the House 
and the country in discussing an absurdity. The 
whole system is not only wrong, but it is contemp- 
tible. 

What is it sir? Ay, sir, what is it? Itis a scheme 
to tax the south and west, to protect the manufac- 
tures of the north—o!f New England—that. section 
of the country. which is now engaged in generating 
agitation and strife, for the openly avowed purpose 
of sapping the institutions of every State south and 
west of the Potomac, and rendering them mere co- 
lonial dependencies, the servile hacks and serfs of 
New England. It isa scheme to tax you and me 
sir, and the Sergeant-at-arms, if you please, by the 
way of analogy, for the purpose of putting into our 
pockets ten cents out of every dollar that the hand 
of oppression took out of our pockets. The scheme 
sir, to say nothing of its injustice, is contemptible; 
it is unworthy of the enlightened age in which 
we live, it sets all the principles of political econo- 
my at defiance, laughs Adam Smith, Say, Ricardo 
and Bentham to scorn; and where, let me-ask, was 
the world ever before regaled with the spectacle of 
a people’s taxing themselves to the tune of millions 
for the purpose of paying the surphisage back 
again, at a discount of ninety per centum; taking | 
from the citizen a doilar, for the purpose of giving 
him ten cents! But sir, I will not discuss a proposi- | 

l 


tion so monstrous. 

Mr. Speaker: I appeal to gentlemen to say if 
they are prepared to oppose a proposition to reduce 
the revenue to the wants of the Government, by 
reducing the tariff on imports, or by the passage of 
a land bill, if they were certain that the surplus 
was to remain in the Treasury? I am satisfied 
that no gentleman would vote for a system which 
would tend to fill the Treasury, without a certainty 
of their receiving a portion of the plunder; and yet 
we find those very men, by their votes, filling your 
public coffers so as to enable them to receive their 


portion of the spoils. 

Sir, continued Mr. Y. I exter my protest against 
a system of bargain and corruption, which is to be 
executed by parties of different political complex- 


ions, for the purpose of dividing the spoils whioh 
they have plundered from the people. If the sales 
of the public lands are to be continued forthe bene- 
fit of the speculators who go to the West in multi- 


_tudes for the.purpose of legally stealing the lands 


and improvements of the people of the new Statés, 
I hope my constituents may know who-it is’ that 
thus imposes upon thema system of legalized fraud 
and oppression. If, sir,my constituents are to be 
sacrificed by the maintenance of a system- of per- 
secution, got up and carried on for the purpose of 
filling the pockets of others to their ruin, I wish 
them to know who is the author of the enormity. 
I had hoped, Mr. Speaker, and that hope has not 
yet been abandoned, that ifever this branch of the 
Government is bent on the destruction of the rights 
of the peeple, and a violation of the Constitution, 
there is yet one ordeal for it to pass where it may 
be shorn of its baneful aspect. And, Mr. Speaker, 
I trust in God that, in its passage through that or- 
deal, it will find a quietus. 

_Mr. Speaker, I was perfectly astonished to see 
such a proposition. as the one before us, emanating 
fromthe gentleman from New York, (Mr. Mann;) 
and, six, I would like to know if itis to be con- 
sidered a “premonitory symptom” of the coming ‘ad- 
ministration, -If it isto be considered in such'a 
light, I, for one, wish to know it, though a warm 
supporter of the President-elect; for if it be his 
policy to plunder one portion of the country to-fill 
the pockets of the other, I shall withdraw my sup- 
port from that distinguished man; but where I 
should go, sir, would be a matter of doubt and un- 
certainty. Sir, I hope that Mr. Van Buren contem- 
plates no such policy, and the gentleman from New 
York, in starting this monstrous measure, has, I 
hope, acted on his. individual responsibility. But 
if this scheme should succeed, Mr. Speaker, my 
constituents are tò be sold to the manufacturers of 
the north; they are- to be plundered of half they 
are worth by this unholy scheme or combination; 
and when I contemplated these facts, I am ás- 
tonished to see the proposition of the gentleman 
from New York, which proposes to take two-thirds 
of the spoils, which the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Tennessee (Mr. Bell) would give them, 
and divide it among the large States. s 


Mr. Speaker: before I resume my seat, let me 
say that if a firm effort had been made to reduce 
the tariff to the wants of the Government; and it 
had failed, if the land bill now on your table had 
been taken up and negatived, and all attempts to 
get rid of a redundant treasury had proved unavail- 
ing, in that event I should not have interposed an 
objection to a distribution, for the best of reasons. 
It would then have been the duty of the National 
Legislature to distribute or loan to the States such 
surplusage as might be on hand, after defraying all 
the expenses of the Government. .Then, sir, in 
such an‘event, I should not have hesitated to vote 
for the distribution, because I should consider the 
money more safe in the hands of the people than in 
any Government bank, subjected to the temptations 
of the speculator, and to frauds and failures. But, 
sir; if this distribution must take place, ifthe people 
must “touch the coin, though it do blast them,” I 
hope that something like honor will be manifested 
in the manner of disposal: and, let me add, sir, if 
the plunder must come to us, I hope that my con- 
stituents, unlike him of old, who accepted the thirty 
pieces of silver, may be accused, not indeed of be- 
traying the Saviour of mankind, or of betraying 
thelr country, a kindred enormity, but of having 
been forced to participate in a revel among the 
spoils of the people, contrary to their own wishes, 
better opinions, and sounder judgment. 

I have deemed myself called upon to say thus 
n this subject. I entertain no fears for the 
resent the wishes and opinions of the 
ansas; a people, sir, who, though they 
ag into political existencé, are«tdo 
pure to be corrupted by your gold, too enlightened 
to be deceived, too brave to ‘shrink from’danger, 
and too patriotic, too noble, and too independent’ to 
be sold like sheep in shambles. To themy sir I 
hoid myself. responsible for all my public acts; and 
I have studied them to little purpose, if my conduct 
on this occasion docs not meet their approbation. 


have just s 


Feb. 1837. | 
24th Cons....2d Szss. 


SURPLUS REVENUE. 
REMARKS OF MR. BOON, 


l oF INDIANA. 

In the House of Representatives, Feb. 25, 1837—-On 
the. motion of Mr. Maxn of New York, to 
amend the notion of Mr. Berr of Tennessee 
to amend the fortification bill, by inserting a 
clause to provide for the distribution of the sur- 


Revenue—Mr. Boon—TIadependence of Texas—Mr. Hamer. 


plus revenue among the States on the scale of | 


federal representation. 


Mr. BOON said that, if the propesition then un- 
der consideration, to distribute any portion of. the 
surplus revenue among the States, that may be in 
the Treasury on the first dey of January, 1838, 
should become a law, he sincerely hoped that the 
amendment, offered by the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Mann,) would be rejected by the 
House. Sir, (said Mr. B.} a more unjust propo- 
sition, toward the new States, could not have en- 
tered into the mind of man ‘than the one proposed 
by the honorable member from New York; and, 
more especially, the State which Mr. B. had the 
honor, in part, to represent on the floor.6f Con- 
gress; Sir; (said Mr. B.) if a distribution of the 
surplus revenue (if any there be) shall be made 
upon the basis of representation m the House of 
Representatives, manifest injustice would be done 
to all the new States. 

_ Under the vensus of 1830, the State of Indiana 
is entitled to seven representatives upon this floor; 
whereas, at thistime, from the increase of popula- 
tion since the year 1830, Indiana would be entitted 
to at least twelve, if not thirteen, representatives 
in Congress, under the present ratio oi representa- 
tion among the several States; whereas, in most of 
the old States, the increase of population, since the 
year 1830, has not been such as to increase the 
number of their representatives in Congress under 
the present ratio, apportioning the number of re- 
presentatives in Congress among the several States 
of the Union. Now, Mr. Speaker, I ask if, under 
this view of the subject, manifest injustice would 
not be done to the new States, should the amend- 
ment offered by the gentlemen from New York be 
adopted by the House? 

Mr B. said that he had voted for the distribution 
bill of the last session of Congress, and he had just 
voted for the same pringiple by way of amendment 
ty the bill now under conside ration; but he would 
take the opportunity then afforded him to say that, 
in both instances, he regretted most sincerely that 
circumstances should have compelled him to vote 
for or against the measure. Mr. B. said that he 
had on all proper occasions opposed the policy of 
taxing the people for the purpose of raising a 
surplus revenue, to be distributed among the several 
States, as such a system would be to fax the many 
for the benefit of the few. Gentlemen might en- 

deavor to make the system popular, by pretending to 
return to the dear people that which they have been 
instrumental in wresiing from the pockets of the 
people, by an unholy system of taxation not de- 
manded by the wants of the Government. 

Mr. B. said that he had not yet given up to de- 
spair. He yet felt encouragement in the firm con- 
viction, that the day was not far distant when the 
freemen of this country would indignantly throw 
off the shackles that have already too long enslav- 
ed. them, and would not longer be humbugged by 
false pretences of having returned to them the mo- 
ney which has been wrested from their pockets by 
asystem of over taxing the many for the benefit of 
the few. The people are now told by a certain 
class of politicians, that there is remaining in the 
Treasury a considerable amount of money over 
and above the wants of the Government, which 
ought to be returned to and distributed among the 
dear people of the several States. And how, I 
ask, is it to be effected with advantage to the great 
body of the tax paying community? Why, sir, af- 
tërian odious and unjust system of taxation has 
been fastened and riveted upon the people, by which 
alatge surplus revenue is produced, and after de- 
ducting about twenty-five per cent. for collecting 
the same,-it is then mgst graciously proposed to 
distribute the remainder thereof among the several 
States, in order that it may again return to the dear 


cople, whose interest and future welfare “are al- 
3 


| ways so nedr the heart of the political demagogue- 


The.tax paying people of this country first earn 
the money that pays their taxes under the authority 
of law, by the sweat of their brow, and by the sweat 
of their brow, they will have to re-earn their re- 
spective portions of the surplus revenue when it 
shall have been deposited in the State Treasuries. 
The trne question to be decided by the people of 
this country shall there be a new and novel 
policy introduced in this Government, which has 
for its object the raising of a surplus. revenue for 
distribution among the States? or shall the taxes of 
the people be reduecd to the legitimate wants of the 
Government? This is the only true issue to be 
made before the people; and to this question the 
publie mind should be particularly drawn by all 
those, who stand opposed to monopolies, and all 
privileged orders of every character whatever. 

The people will be fully satisfied in a short time, 
that the depositing of the surplus revenue in the 
several State Treasuries, will not have the effect-of 
again returning to the people their respective por- 
tions.of the money that has been unnecessarily and 
unrighteously drawn from their pockeis by an un- 
just system of taxation by the General Government. 
Mr. B. said, that in looking into this subject of 
creating a surplus revenue to be distributed among 
the States, he conld.view it in no other light than 
having a direct tendency to destroy the indepen- 
dence of the State Governments; and if possible to 
do so, to corrupt the people themselves with their 
own money. The question of every wise legislator 
in Congress should be as to the best mode of re- 
ducing the taxes already imposed on the people so 
as to raise a sufficient amount only of revenue to 
supply the legitimate wants of the General Goven- 
ment, and not asto what shall be done with the 
surplus revenue. Reduce the burdens of taxation 
now imposed upon the people, to the wants of the 
Government, and leave the surplus where it should 
be, inthe pockels of its rightful owners. 
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INDEPENDENCE OF TEXAS. 


REMARKS OF MR. HAMER, 
Or Osio, 

In the House of Representatives, February 28, 1837— 
On the amendment to the appropriation bill pro- 
viding fer the outfit and salary of a diplomatic 
agent to Texas. 

Mr. HAMER said, that he hoped no one would 
suppose that he rose at this late period of the ses- 
sion, to debate this question. But as he was a 
member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, which 
reported the resolutions in favor of the indepen- 
dence of Texas, and had supported those resolu- 
tions in the committee, and as no formai report, 
showing the condition of ‘Texas, had accompanied 
the resolutions, he claimed the privilege of express- 
ing, in a few words, the reasons for his course in 
relation to this matter. 

He had heard several reasons urged here against 
recognition, which he thought were not entitled to 
much consideration from the House. Some gen- 
tlemen seemed to think that if we recogsised Tex- 
as, as an independent Republic, her annexation to 
the United States must necessarily follow. This 
wasnotso, They were separate and distinct ques- 
tions. The subject of annexation might never 


| come before Congress; but if itshould, at any fu- 


ture period, come up, it would be time enough to 
discuss it, and make a decision, when it should be 
presented. It cught not to be considered now. 
Let each of these questions stand or fail upon its 
own merits. 

It-had been said, that we ought not to act in 
this affair, but leave itentirely to the Executive. The 
honorable gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Pickens,) had answered that argument. The Ex- 
ecutive had referred it to us for the expression of 
an opinion on our part. He did not choose to act 
without some such expression. Why then should 
we send it back to him without action on the part 
of Congress? Let us give an intimation of our 
wishes upon the subject, which will respond to the 
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. House and of the country. 
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HL of Reps. 


_ call of the President, and serve as a guide to his 


proccedings in future. < 
_Gentlemen had said that the Texan army and 
navy were small in numbers and force, and that 


the population of the country was less than a hun- 


dred thousand; and for these reasons their inde- 
pendence ought not to be acknowledged. As to 


- population, there was no limit in the law of nations. 


No writer had said how many persons it required 
to constitute an independent nation. It was a 
matter for the exercise of our discretion, without 
any positive law or rule to control us. We could 
as well recognise fifty thousand as fifty millions ; 
and he would not dwell upon that position. be: 

In regard to the navy, however small it might be, 
it was large enough to command the seas, and to 
drive the Mexican navy into port; blockading the 
harbors of Mexico and destroying ker commerce. 
If Texas could thus overpower her enemy on the 
water, her navy was large enough, until that of her 
adversary should be augmented. 

How was it upon the land?. Her army had con- 
quered allthe forces sent against her. She had 
triumphed over a selected army, organized for the 
express purpose of reducing her to subjection; had 
made a prisoner of the Chief Magistrate of Mexico, 
who headed the invading forces in person, and had 
been ever since in the full enjoyment of national 
independence. Her army. was therefore large 
enough to maintain her independence, and there 
could be no hecessity for its Increase under exist- 
ing circumstances. It was not the absolute amount 
of force we were to consider, but the relative force. 
We must look at the power of ner enemy. In that 
point of view, we should perceive that her resources 
and means were ample; that she was stronger than 
Mexico, and had, at that moment, undisturbed and 
undisputed control of both land and sea. 

But there was another and more weighty consi- 
deration still, which demanded the attention of the 
‘At the last session of 
Congress we had passed a resolution, almost una- 
nimously, declaring that the independence of Texas 
ought to be recognised whenever the citizens of 
that country should have an organized Govern- 
ment in full operation. Now, why should we go 
behind this resolution, and inquire into all the cir- 
cumstances of the revolution, the condition of the 
country, and the character of the peopic? These 
subjecis had been examined last year, end we had 
decided upon them. The House then put the re- 
cognition upon a single fact, to be ascertained there- 
after. We had given to them, and to the world, 
a pledge that whenever they should satisfy us they 
had « Government, we would recognise them as an 
independent nation. We had encouraged them lo 
put such a Government in motion, and to present 
ns the evidence of its existence. They had done 
so. Did any gentleman doubt their having such a 
Government? Was not the Constitution copied, 
in.a great measure, from our own? and their pub 
lic functionaries all engaged in the successful dis- 
charge of their respective duties under that Consti- 
tution? Did we mean te keep the public faith in- 
violate? Should we redeem our pledge, which had 
been solemnly given? Texas had performed the 
condition. She presented us the proof of her having 
done so, and asked the fulfilment of our promise. 
Tt was for this Government now to say whether it 
should be faithfully and honorably fulfilled, or not. 

Another objection, and a most singular one, was 
that a majority of the people of Texas were origi- 
nally frem the United States; that they were our 
former neighbors and friends, and some of them 
our kinsmen. The honorable gentlemen from Ten- 
nessce, (My. Huntsman,) in one of thé best speeches 
he had cver heard upon that floor, had explained 
fully the manner in which these people had become 
citizens of Texas. ‘They were invited there by the 
Mexican Government, at a time when all their 
rights and privileges were guarantied by the Mexi- 
can Constitution, upon nearly the same terms as 
they were in the United States. They had pur- 
chased lands, and made the country their home; 
and it was only when an attempt had been made to 
wrest from them their liberties, that they took up 
arms. aT A 

After securing their independence, organizing a 
Republican Government, and putting it inte suc 
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cessfiil operation; after a pledge given last year, by 
our Government, that they. should: be recognised, 
whenever this. wes done and shown to exist, they 
are now-to be told that we cannot recognise them, 


“Uf they were of some other race of men; if they were 

Spaniards, or Frenchmen, or Turks, or of any.other 
tace, than Ahglo-A meric ans, they would: be entitled 
to recognition! Is this fair, or reason able, or gener- 

ous? Should we deal more kindly by ʻa stanger, 
; than by our own flesh and blood? No. If genile- 

“men were prepared to act upon that -principle, let 
eath one take the responsibility for himself; but for 
his part, he would go for his friends, in preference 
to either strangers or enemies. : 

„Ehe people of Texas, he said, were entitled ‘to a 
1i recognition of their independence; and, so faras his 
>o Vote would go, they should have that recognition, 
‘promptly. and freely given. 
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1i REMARKS OF MR. BOULDIN, 
ne ae: i Or VIRGINIA, 
Inthe Tlouse of Representatives, Murch 1, 1837.—The 
‘pill to designate and limit the funds receivable 
© for the revenue of the United States,” being under 
consideralion—= i 
Mr. BOULDIN merely rose to say that he should 
vote on the various bills, propositions, and amend. 
ments relating to the cutrency, and money in which 
the publio dnes were collected, as it might seem 
best, or rather bast mischievous, By these votes 
1 he id not wish to be understood to mean that any 
oei vemedy could be found for the evil: proposed to be 
io cared “or affected—pretonded to be designed by 
| these menses to Le cured, He meant the evil 
"arising out of having in, or passing through, the 
| Treasury, of the United States snch vast sums of 
gmoney as are, and have been; and probably will 


bef some time. 
oo The evil (be said) consisted in having the money. 
7 The sore evil oi the gathering this money bas been 
felt by all in the South—the selling of a man’s 
property for aif its worth, to raise money that is 
i Rt wanting. The same has heen felt by allin the 
North, excepta few rich monopelists; but the eyes 
ofthe people had been blinded by these monopo- 
lists, who have felt the benefit of the collecting of 
t, rieh owners of stock in the inanufacto- 
Files are the ¢ cas benefited by the collection, 
excemt th i ¢ 
+ As to pasa, ond 
gains by fave 


Who Have received the ill-gotien 
LS, À 

2h wao is to he injured by 

ve these sums? All, all, sir— 

rule witout an exception, how- 

“sare stockholders in manu- 

s in whose hands the 

: Vis remandes, or through whieh it is passing, 

cand those whose | ili gotes gains have made them 

feel thé advantage Of dare sums of money—so 

large in the hands of men who have the power to 

distribute it, and have their own ways and means 

_ Bnd benefits in the choice of those hands inte 
Which it is to fall. 

Tt was. said that some charged that it had been 
‘weged that people might. he corrupted by their own 
money. No such belief had been entertained or 
steccsted Uy him. Sir, the people got none of it 
back. “It corrupted the agents of the people; not 
the people themselves. . ft corrupted those into 
whose hands such large ‘sums: were gathered ; not 
these out of whose hands those sums were taken 
never again to be returned. i i 

Some, he observed, said that a continued distriby- 
tion was a high tarif measute, Mr. B. knew it 
was. Some urged one distribution would be an 
“exainple for another. Mr. B. knew it woald, and 

stand on the 
session. 

_ Some said we would then reduce the tarif, (a 
the last session,) but there was nut time then. Mr. 
B. waited to see. Had his doubts. At the com- 
mencement of this session, his colleague (Mr. Mer- 
cen} moved to introduce a resolution to relinquish 
ali claim to the money deposited with the States. 
Mr. B: voted to lay it on the tabley. not that he 
doubied his right and daty to return to the people 


that consideration brought him tw a 
ebercssment of the deposiie bill iast 


x 


because they were once our neighbors and friends! . 


ihrough whese hands the money: 
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any money, or any part-of any.money, that we, or 
any body, had unjustly or illegally taken from 
‘them. ` Be ote i 
= Still waiting and hoping to see the revenue 
taken down to the wants of the Government, or 
some Serious and efficient means and steps taken to 
bring it to that point, itis now within a day or two 
only of the close of the session, and the rales, per- 
haps, would not allow of the introduction of a new 
bill, and passing it,- He had taken an oath to sup- 
port the Constitution, not the rules of the House, 
and would gladly see any bill introduced, or 
brought forward, which was. likely to bring the 
revenue-down to the wants of the Government. 
Mr. Speaker, how is this to be done? By drying 
up the fountains only—no other way. Whai are 
they? Imposts and sales of public lands. He 
would cast off either, or half of either, or both of 
them, and be in debt sooner than endure this state 
ef things. Why not cut down the tariff? It will 
kill the monopolists.. Why not stop sales of pub- 
lic lands? It will produce some inconvenience to 
the settlers. Why not remedy this, by giving pre- 
emption before instead of after settleinent, and sell 
when you want the money; and it willdo noharm to 
any body, giving the settlers the benefit of their im- 
provements. Tt will kill the speculators ia public 
lands. Sir, if the present system is to go on, it 
will kill us all. 
` AS to the bill from the Senate, it will stop but 
little of the accumulation. We are told that there 
will be no surplus. We were told last year there 
would be none—a slight mistake of thirty-seven 
and a half millions—(some one said forty-two;) 
Mr. B. said, perhaps! some trifle! Such a mistake 
might happen again! He was pleased that it then 
occurred to him to do (what he had hardly ever 
thought to do in any speech of his) justice 
to a meritorious officer. He was sure that the 
Secretary of the Treasury (Mr. Woodbury) was as 
honest, able, industrious and courteous an officer 
as he ever saw. Some one remarked that he had 
made a mistake of thirty-seven millions. Mr. B. 
said that might be true; a great many had, besides 
him, if he did. He made a great mistake, and 
was an honest man. He might make it a gain; and 
a worse man might make a worse mistake, He 
might overlook the propriety of paying it over or 
putting it into safe places of deposite. Mr. Wood- 
bury had kep sare—lost none—paid over, so far 
as it appears yet. 
Suppose this mistake is made again? He was 
i| told, he said, by sume that if it did, there must be 
no provision made to divide—ihat tended to tarif 
and consolidation. Mr. B. knew it. But whats 
to be done with it? Let it stay, is the only answer, 
What is the consequence of that? Corruption of 
the oilicers, and all the fountains of truth and jus- 
tice is the answer. But (said Mr. B.) some pro- 
posed to appropriatemoney enough to coverit. Cer- 
tainly you can appropriate money enough to cover 
any sum. Bat will that remedy the evil? Will 
not the money laid out and passing through the 
hands of the officers corrupt as much as any thing? 
And is not this the very evil we wish to cure? 

When evils of this magnitude are before us, can 
we be in earnest in saying we will remedy them, 
when we are spending weeks and months and years 
upon vain disputes and trifles and descantations 
upon the relative merits and demerits of particular 
men in, or out of office seeking to get in? 

If we wish to reduce the revenue, the means are 
simple and the way is plain; and the time is ample 
now, and has been more ample than it is now, and 
has been wasted, and why do we not do it? There 
can be but cre answer. We do not wish todo it. 

Well sir, (he said) if we will not, he would send 
as much of it back to his own State and people as 
he could. This distarbs the constitational sensibi- 
lites of some. gentlemen desperately. Where are 
their constitational difficulties when they are raising 
and holding it agains! all right ard. all Constitution? 

Hesaid he did not mean to advocate distribution, 


tariff, > breach of Constitution, consolidation; nothing 
like it. All this thing is done. The money has 
been raised almost at the point of the bayonet, or 
rather the -sums that paid off our debts, and left 


this balance under protecting duties, against which 


he had labored all hecould, and all in-vain, What. 


- with the money. - 


` Statement. 


` own property. 


E. March, 1837. 
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should be done with them? He knew they cor= - 
rupted the people’s agents in the States as well as 
here. . Those agents are neither better nor worse. 
than. they are here. This is the reason that we 
cannot find out and agree upon what shall be done 
They that Have it there, as- 
well as they that have it here, do not.wish to part.. 
with it. ins 

We can reduce the amount by stopping the sales . 
of the land—but we will not. We can bring- it 
down by giving the lands away to the States and 
Territories—but we will not. I think either pre- 
ferable to this state of things. As to the idea that ‘ 
we shall sell the lands to the people for less money 
than we can get for them, it is preposterous in the © 
Would we do so with our own lands?-. 
Certainly not. Why then do so with the publie - 
property? 

If we give any, let us say so, and tell to whom 
we give it. If wesell, let us sell like we sell our 
When we give, if we have any 
right to give, let us tell the people’ to whom we 
give it. f Ý 
- He had no idea (he said) that there was any 
prospect whatever of reducing the income, and 
had, at the same time, no belief that, while these. . 
vast sums were collected and kept either in the 
State or United States Treasury, the currency. .. 
could be kept steady. There was but one way to 
keep that steady. Letevery man mind his own | 
business, take care of his own money, and pay his 
own debts, and that promptly, in any money that 
his creditors will take, as soon as they fall dues 
and let the Government do the same, and take care 
to collect no more than it needs, and spend no 
more.than is necessary, and I wiil warrant the. 
currency to be kept steady. The Government and 
its officers, having under their control these vast 
Sums, can unsettle the currency, and they will do 
it, whoever may be at the head; and neither act nor - 
proviso, nor the great central controlling money 
power, (the Rank of the United States,) can pre- - 
vent it. All such things serve rather to shield the 
officer than’to expose him to responsibility. If, 
then, I vote for any of these bills, or provisos to 
them, I wish now to notify the House, and parti- 
cularly my constituents, that I have little faith in 
aby measure in regard to regulating the currency, 
or providing a better, or any thing else that is good 
in public matters, until the revenues of the Go- 
vernment are greatly reduced, and these vast surns 
already accumulated, and held directly or indirect- + 
ly, it is immaterial which, under the control of 
the officers of the Government, either State or 
Federal be returned to the people, or actually spen}. 


ee 
REMARKS OF MR. JOHNSON, 


OF VIRGINIA. 

In the House of Representatives, Feb. 26, 1837-—-On ” 
the following amendment submitted by him to 
the civil and diplématic bill: ; 
“And be it further enacted, That four hundred 

thousand acres of land shall be, and the same is 
hereby appropriated, to satisfy military bounty 
land warrants, issued or to be issued, by the State 
of Virginia, and by the United States, or either of 
them, on account of services in the revolutionary 
war, to include warrants not heretofore satisfied in 
full; which scrip shall be received, at the several 
land offices of the United States, in the manner and 
for the purposes provided in the laws heretofore 
passed authorizing the issuing of certificates of 
scrip in satisfaction of warrants for similar ser- 
vices.” 

Mk. Spraxer: I regret the existence of a state 
of things which would seem to call upon me to tax 
the time and the patience of this House, while I 
attempt, in a very few remarks, to assign some of 
the reasons which have influenced me in offering 
the amendment which is now pending. Before J 
proceed further, I Leg leave to call the attention of 
the House to the fact that the Committee on the 
Public Lands, composed as. it is of some of; the- 
most experienced and vigilant. members of this 
House, after having given to the subject that calm . 
deliberation which its importance demands, have- 
reported a bill which is now in progress in this 
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House, appropriating 500,000 acres of land to 
satisfy the various claims yet due to officers and 
soldiers of the Virginia line, and upon continental 
establishment. Entertaining a belief that from the 
quantum of business before us, that bill cannot 
be reached during the present session, and feeling 
the great injustice that will be done io the holders 
of those warrants by further delay, I have been 
induced to move the amendment now under con- 
sideration. 


Mr. Speaker: In urging this subject on the at- 
tention of Congress at this time, Jet itbe distinctly 
understoed that we come not here to sdlicit a boon 
from your generosity; we come not here to moot a 
new and doubtful question; but we come with un- 
shaken confidence, and ask you in strict justice to 
discharge in good faith those obligations which, 
from a sense of justice, you have voluntarily as- 
sumed and bound the Governmentto pay. What 
is itthat Virginia asks at your hands? is it to in- 
demnify her for the blood and treasure so lavishly 
poured out and expended upon the altar of liberty 
during the revolutionary struggle. No, sir: these 
were generously and patriotically made in com- 
mon with her sister States, the blessings and bene- 
fits of which continue to be enjoyed by all, and 
which are above all price. Sir, she comes, and with 
becoming deference, asks you to discharge a debt 
adjudicated, defined, and settled, so far as principal 
is concerned, and for the payment of which she 
holds you bound, duly executed and acknowledged 
by the various departments of this Government. I 


would say, with due deference to the opinion of | 


the gentleman opposed to this amendment, that his 
effort to prove that the claim ought not to be paid 
is made too late—the day has gone by—the Gov- 
ernment has generously and magnanimously as- 
sumed the debt, and the only question which re- 
mains for this House to decide is, has she discharged 
in good faith the whole amount of the debt which 
she has agreed and bound herself to pay? Sir, if 1 
¢an keep the attention of this House, I think I can 
demonstrate that she has not—that a portion of 
this debt remains unpaid, that it is now due, and 
that every consideration of justice and patriotism 
ealis upon us to discharge it, and to discharge it 
now. 


Mr. Speaker: It is said by gentlemen opposed 
to this bill, that the claimsset up by -Virginia has 
been settled to an amount far beyond that which 
was anticipated, and therefore it cught net to be 
paid. Sir, has not the list of pensioners under the 
several pension acts, swelled far above the estimate 
made by the best calculators, and based, too, upon 
the best data which the times afford. As well 
might gentlemen contend that for that reason 
alone the laws should immediately cease to operate, 
and that the small pittance allowed to the war-worn 
soldier should be withheld, and that the remnant of 
that veteran band should be doomed to pass over the 
short but rugged path which remains between him 
and the grave in penury and want. 


But, sir, I deny that the claim has been thus 
settled above the estimate made by a board of com- 
missioners, who assembled to adjust and settle the 
claims of the respective States with the United 
States, as early as the year 1793. By reference to 
estimates there exhibited, it will be found that there 
were in the service of Virginia no less than twenty- 
one regiments, viz: sixteen on continental establish- 
ment, three of the State line proper, and two calted 
the western regiments; besides those engaged in the 
navy, which amounted to some twenty or twenty- 
five vessels. Computing the number at 500 to each 
regiment, which is believed to be below the pro- 
per estimate, and the number of persons entitled 
to land bounty, would be found to exceed 11,066, 
all of whom were entitled, under the various laws of 
Virginia, passed previous to the passage of the act 
of 1781, which ceded to the United States “the 
Northwest territory. I will not detain the Honse 
by referring to the several acts of Virginia relating 
to bounty lands, further than to remark, that upon 
a reference to them, it will clearly appear that 
there was a most solemn engagement on the partof 
the States to remunerate her officers and soldiers, 
as also her seamen, in lands, of which she possessed 
‘an abundance. From the peculiar and exposed 


situation which. Virginia occupied during that 
arduous and eventful struggle, she was imperi- 


ously called upon to put in requisition all her 


means to meet the impending. danger She net 
only promptly furnished her quota of men. and 
money on continental establishment, as is well 
attested by her brilliant victories, attained in diffe- 
rent and distant parts of this Union; but, in order 
to guard her distant limits of her own territory, 
she pushed her victories into the far west, thereby 
extending her frontier to an immeasurable distance, 
which could only be defended by a large military 
force: What, I would ask, were ker pecuniary 
means? Without commerce or fiscal resources, with- 
out money orcredit—for, like the debtor whose peci- 
niary embarrassments render him desperate, she 
had approached the verge of bankruptcy, and in- 
volved herself almost beyond the hope cf redemp- 
tion. What were her means for sustaining the 
contest? I answer it was her vast western do- 
main; andin the very nature of things, it was 
well understood, by the State and the soldier, that 
the fulfilment of the promised reward depended 
entirely on the successful termPration of the con- 
test; and hence it became necessary to promise a 
liberal reward in western lands, in order to fill her 
ranks, and to induce her soldiers to persevere in a 
contest, which, to say the least, was of doubtful 
ssue. 


I have said that Virginia hed in the service twen- 
ty-one regiments,consisting of 500 each, which added 
to her marine and naval force, amounted to at 
least 11,800 men, to whom she promised bounty 
lands; and to prove this, I beg leave to send to the 
Clerk’s table a statement from Genera! Porterfield, 
and the corrchorating statement from the late 
Chief Justice Marshall, which statements were 
made as early as 1793, by those distinguished in- 
dividuals, whose important services, and intimate 
knowledge of all that appertained to the move- 
ments of the whole country, but more particularly 
of Virginia, place their staternents beyond the 
hazard of contradiction: 5 


“ Taking into consideration the number of of- 
cers and soldiers who died in the service, and there- 
by became entitled xo land bounty from Virginia, 
the number who served three years, and thereby 
pecame entitled, and the number who were entitled 
for services to the end of the war, I think it proba- 
bie there were a thousand to each regiment who 
were so entitled; but I state the opinion wilh confi- 
dence that there were at least five hundred. 


(Signed) ROBERT PORTERFIELD, 
16th Sept. 1922. 
Teste: Tromas GREEN. 


I should not think there were a thousand te each 
regiment entitled to land bounty; but the number 
cannot, I think, have been short of five hundred— 
I allude to the regiments actually raised in the Yir- 
ginia lize on continental establishment. 

J. MARSHALL. 

December 8th, 1834.” 


Then, sir, taking this proposition as grant- 
ed, and I think it will not be contested even 
by the gentleman from New Jersey, and how does 
the account stand? From a statement which I hold 
in my hand, it appears, that on the 16th of De- 
cember, 1834, the number of warrants issued was 
6,146; and thai subsequent to that, and up to the 
present time, the additional number is 680, which 
together makes 6,745; which deducted from 11,000 
leaves a balance of 4,954 warrants dve to Virginia 
from the United States; which, admitting them all to 
be due to private soldiers, at 200 acres each, would 
require an appropriation of 650,000 acres to cover the 
claim of Virginia alone; and if we add to this the 
fact, that many of those claimants were officers, 
and. entitled to a much larger quantity than 
is the soldier of the line, and the farther fact 
of the deficiency of 10-per centum deducted from 
claimants under a former appropriation which 
alone amounts to about 74,000 acres, andit will 
be found that there remains due to the State of 
Virginia alone a-much larger quantity of land than 
dently believed, that the amount now proposed, will 
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` year, by which he suspend 


that proposed in the amendment which I have of- 
fered. But, Sir, assuming the ground that a large 
number never can be established at this late day, 
and that others never will be claimed, it is confi- 
be sufficient to cover all the claims for bounty 
lands growing out of the revolutionary war. 


But it is said, that the claimants have faie 
prosecute their claims in due time; that having 
ferred their prosecution for half a century, it is pri- 
ma facie evidence that they are not well founded. To 
this I answer, that the claimants are not ‘in fault, 
but that they have been tied down and deprived of 
their rights during that protracted period by the ac- 
tion of the Government, and have never ceased to 
urge their claims, at all times, when a ray of hope- 
was presented. As early as 1784, an attempt was 
made to survey the lands in the military district in 


Kestucky; but, Sir, they found them in possession 


of the Indians by whom they were ci 
representing those facts to t 
nia, he issued his prociam 


d. Upon 
e Governor of Virgi- 
1 in the following 
veys and there- 
from taking 
reward, and 
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by prevented the officers and 2 
possession of their land—thei 
with which they wonld 
What next, Sir? At the ireaty oi 
1786, the whole of the country h 
river was guarantied to the Inc 
of which treaty continued in fo 
1818, when the Indian title was e 
ter which, we all know, Kentucky wo 
the soldier to locate his warrant. $ 
facts are abundantly sustained by documentary evi- 
dence, and goto prove, beyend the shadow cf a i 
doubt, that their claims have been deferred by the 
action of the Government, over which ihe claimants 
had no control, from the year 1784 io 1813; had it 
been otherwise, the Glaiinanis aad their heirs would 
hot have been supplicating at your feet at this late 
period. F 


the Tennessee 
the provisions 
the year 
ished; af- 
Id not permit — 
the above 


It is true, that a number of those claims 
have been located upon ihe northwestern reserve; 
but it is equally true, that the good lands in the re- 
serve between the Miami and the Sciotorivers, were 
very soon exhausted, and the remnants of poor lands 
which remained estimated at from Sto 25 cenis 
per acre, was indeed no compensation at all, aud 
not equal to the expense of procuring the title pa- 
pers. Various other reasons e account 
for the delay, amongst whieh 11 rate only 
one or two: the firstis, that many 

soldiers either died in t: 
tle; their heirs were mi 
inthe wesiern wilds, 
ment, and with litle n 
not know that they wer 
fortunately situated, and } 
deem it worth tneir attenti 
who attempted to prosecute 
ble to establish them in c 
the rolis and. docume 
been, unfortunate! 
ed until 1832. This do 
useful information, sup} 
mony, and once more re 
hopes of the war-worn sold 
teman from New Jersey, y 
other day from a very earn 
vate claim, to give us a ie 
the land laws of Virginia, 
Virginia, in her deed ¢ 
those regiments er 
British posts of 
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st of the 
incent, and 
Sir, 


y 
xt establishment. 
upon her own State 
tablishment, have been omitred in the deed of 
cession, yet it is clearly proved, by Wm. H. Her- 
ring and others, that these words were omitted by 


and Si. 


a clerical error iu copying the or inal resohition 
passed by the Legislature of Virginia on the 2d 
January, 1781; which resolution contains the 
words, upon her own State establishment, and 
which I ask the Clerk to read: 


«That in case the quantity of the good jands of 
the southeast side of the Ohio, upon the waters of 
the Cumberland river, and between the Green rie 
yerand ihe Tennessee river, which have been re- 
served by the law for the Virginia troops upen the 
continental establishment and upon their owa State: 
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bearing’ in further upon the Cumberland lands, 
those was accepted) prove insufficient for their legal 
bounties, the deficiency shall be made up to ‘the 
said troops in good lands, to be laid. off between 
the rivers Scioto and Little Miamis on the north- 
west side of the Ohio river, in such proportions as 
have been engaged to them by the laws of Virgi- 
nia.” . ae > A ; 
Thus, sir; it is shown, most obviously, that Vir- 
ginia interided to make ample provision for all her 
‘troops; and although the fastidious economist may 
tax his ingenuity to husband a dollar, and the tech- 
nical lawyer, by his special pleading and forensic 
eloquence, may attempt to induce ‘the House to 
avail itself of advantages growing out of a limited 
and narrow construction, or clerical errors, yet I 
eannot believe that those efforts can be. made 
available when addressed'to the Congress of the 
United States. Sir, will any gentleman believe, 
who has made himself acquainted with the policy 
pursued by Virginia in regard to her troops, the 
liberal course of legiflation, and the fatherly vare 
with which she watched over their interest, that she 
should in a moment, as it were, have forgotten all 
the sacred pledges made to her soldiers, and that, 
too, when about to divest herself of all her- vast 
and incalculable means? Sir, she did not design 
to do it, and the records of the day prove it. But, 
Mr. Speaker, suppose, if you please, that I am 
wrong in this position, and that Virginia, in her 
great anxicty to promote the general interest, at a 
period of doubtful issue and awful hazard, when 
our lacerated country was bleeding at every pore, 
suppose, I say, that she did omit to make provi- 
sion for her soldiers on State establishment, is this 
the time to urge’ those. quibbles? - Has not Con- 
gress long since adjudicated and settled that ques- 
tion, by a payment of all but a remnant of the 
claim, and that, too, at a time when. our Treasury 
was embarrassed and our country in debt? Are 
we now to be told, at the time when the country is 
presperons beyond all example, with our Treasury 
overflowing by the proceeds of those very lands, 
which were generously surrendered by Virginia as 
a sacrifice upon the altar of: her country, are we 
| how to be told that the whole course of ‘legislatian 
on this subject has been wrong; that the pledged 
faith of the nation is to be forfeited; the claims 
of Virginia rejected, and the Jast hope -of her 
soldiers annihilated? ` If so, we have indeed 
fallen. upon unpropitious times. Sir, it was 
the army of Virginia, commanded by - General 
Clark, that secured to us the western country, by 
the capiore of the British posts of Kaskaskia 
and St. Vinecut, the, way was opened which led to 
the far west, to that conntry, the territories of which 
extend fron the Alleghanies to Oregon, and from 
the Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico—a country com- 
bining advantages of soil, climate, mineral wealth 
and commercial facilities, unequaled by any known 
to civilized man. ‘The proceeds arising from the 
sales of which have already swelled the amount in 
your Treasury. to an extent, which, according to 
the theory of some gentlemen, endangers the very 
existence of ‘our -political system. Sir, I repeat 
that this country was conquered, inch by inch, by 
the Virginia troops, a remnant of whom still linger 
on the brink of the grave, and ask you to attend 
to their long deferred claims. I will only add, in con- 
clusion, that if'aught is done for them, it should be 
done quickly; the tavaging hand of time waits not 
upon the tardy movements of this Legislature. Al- 
most every newspaper recéived, announces the fall 
of some one of these old veterans, and every such 
announcement is but the. record of a nations in- 
gratitude; while we are engaged in 
serample for the surplus revenue, 
of the public lands, 


told, wa. would hear of. scenes of thrilling interest 
and disinterested chivalry, which would place in 
. the shade many of those act of heroism on the part 
of our country, at. the recital: of which, every 


bosar is warned with “pride for our country, and 


establishment, should (from the North Carolina line | 


| nated, the Senator from Misscuri, (Mr. 


FUNDS RECEIVABLE FOR PUBLIC LANDS. 


SPEECH OF MR. WALKER, 
Or MISSISSIPPI . 
In Senate, January 28,.1837—On the bill reported 


by him from the Cornmittee on Public Lands, 


“limiting and. designating the funds receivable 
for the revenues-of the United States.” : 
Mr. WALKER said, before replying to the in- 
dictment preferred by the honorable Senator from 
Missouri, (Mr. Benton,) against the Committee on 
Public Lands, it is proper to recur to the facts and 
circumstances under which this controversy ori- 
ginated. At an early period of the session, the 
Senator from Ohio, (Mr. Ewing,) introduced a reso- 
lution to rescind the Treasury order. ‘This resolu- 
tion was very fully discussed, and especially by the 
Senator from Missouri, (Mr. Benton,) but Mr. W. 
had taken no part in this discussion. f 
In the progress of the debate upon the resolution 
of the Senator from Ohio, a substitute was offered, 
as an amendment, by the Senator from Virginia, 
(Mr. Rives.) This- substitute was advocated by 
that Senator, as in consonance with the President's 
recommendation, to render the legislation of Con- 
gress in the collection of the federal revenue, aux- 
iliary to the suppression of all notes of ‘a smaller 


denomination than twenty dollars, and a conse-. 


quent enlargement of the circulation of gold and 
silver. The Senator from Virginia had regarded 
the Treastry order-as a temporary measure, to 
meet a pressing emergency, and as having in a 
great degree performed its office. 

Mr. W. had still refrained from embarking in 
the discussion upon this question. Several Sena- 
tors, however, had expressed their opinions, and 
great difficulties-appeared to be presented against 
any satisfactory adjustment of this question. Un- 
der these circumstances, several Senators now 
within the sound of his voice, had proposed to him 


(Mr. W.) to refer both resolutions to the Commit- 


tee on Public Lands. To this reference, Mr. W. 
said, he had at first objected, upon the grounds that 
the Committee on Public Lands was engaged in 


the laborious examination of another question, and- 


that the subject of designating the funds receivable 
for the public dues, belonged more appropriately 
to the Committee on Finance. Upon farther con- 
sultation, however, with several Senators friendly 
to the administration, Mr. W. had at length reluc- 
tantly assented to the proposed reference, which 
was accordingly made by the vote of the Senate, 
including that of the Senator from Missouri, (Mr. 
Benton.) No other report than that which was 
made, so far as Mr. W. was concerned, could have 
been anticipated; for to every Senator with whom 
Mr. W. had conversed, he had expressed his con- 
currence in the provisions substantially of the rego- 
lution of the Senator from Virginia, (Mr. Rives,) 
and at the last session, when the Senator 
from Missouri (Mr. Benton) introduced a reso- 
lution requiring payments of the public lands 
in gold and silver only, the Senate would 
well recollect that he (Mr. W.) had then 
expressed his opposition to that resolution, and so 
had a majority of the Senators now composing the 
Committee on Public Lands. ‘When, then, the 
Senator from Missouri voted for this reference, he 
could not justly have anticipated any other report 
than that which was made by the committee. 
When, then, did the Senator from Missouri vote 
for this reference, and then denounce the commit- 
tee- for making the only report which he could 
have expected, in conformity with their previously 
avowed opinions? Mr. W. said it became his duty, 


| as chairman of this committee, and as their organ, 


to report a bill containing substantially the provi- 


| Sions of the resolution of the Senator from Vir- 
| ginia. Again the subject had been discussed in the 


Senate, but Mr. W. had not Participated in the 


{| debate, and the bill, by a large majority, was or- 
| dered to be engrossed for a third reading ; and 
. now; when by the usual rules of parliamentary de- 


bate; the contest might well be considered as termi- 


Benton,) 
before the ‘vote:on-the final passage, had made a 


very elaborate atzument against the measure. To 


all this Mr. W. would make no. objection ; bat. 


when that Senator, having exhausted the argument, 
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or having none to offer, had indulged in violent and 
intemperate denunciation of the Committee on 
Public. Lands, and of the report made by him 
as their organ, Mr. W. eould not withhold the | 
expression of his surprise and- astonishment, 
said it was his good fortune to be 
upon terms of the kindest personal intercourse: 
with every Senator, and these friendly relations ` 
should not be interrupted by any aggression- 
upon his part. And now, Mr. W. said, he called 
upon the whole Senate to bear witness, as he was 
sure they all cheerfully would, that in this contro- 
versy he was not the aggressor, and that nothing 
had been done or said by him to provoke the wrath 
of the Senator from Missouri, unless, indeed, 
to differ from him in. opinion upon any subject, 
constituted an offence in the mind of that Senator, 
If such were the views of that gentleman, if he 
was prepared to immolate every Senator who would 
not worship the same images of gold and silver, 
which decorated the political chapel of the honora- 
ble gentleman, Mr. W. was fearful that the 
Senator from Missouri would do execution upon 
every member of the Senate but himself, and: be 
left here alone in his glory.. Mr. W. said- he re~ 
curred te the remarks of the Senator from Mis- 
sowri with feelings of regret, rather than of anger 
or excitement, and that he could not but hope, that 
when the Senator from Missouri had calmly re- 
flected upon this subject, he’ would himself see 
much to regret in the course he had pursued in re- 
lation to the Committee upon Public Lands, and 
much to recall that he had uttered under feelings of 
temporary excitement. Sir, (said Mr. W.) being 
deeply solicitous to preserve unbroken the ranks of 
the democratic party in this body, participating 
with the people in grateful recollection of the dis- 
tinguished services rendered by the Senator from. 
Missouri to the democracy of the Union, he would 
pass by many of the remarks made by that Senator | 
on this subject. : “nF 

{Mr. Penton here arose from his chair, and de- 
manded, with much warmth, that Mr. WALKER . 
should not pass by one of them. Mr. W. asked, 
What one? Mr. B. replied, in an angry tone, Not 
one, sir. Then Mr. W. said he would examine ` 
them all, and, in a spirit of perfect freedom, that 
he wonld endeavor to return blow for blow, and 
that, if the Senator from Missouri desired, as it- 
appeared he did, an angry «controversy with him, 
in all its consequenees in and out of this House, he. 
could be gratified.] f 

Sir, (said Mr. W.) why has the Senator from 
Missouri assailed the Committee on Public Lands, 
and himself, as its humble organ? He was not the 
author of this measure, so much denounced by the 
Senator from Missouri, nor had he said one word 
upon the snbject. The measure originated with 
the Senator from Virginia, (Mr. Rives.) “He was 
the author of the measure, and had been, and still 
was, its able, zealous, and successful ‘advocate. 
Why, then, had the Senator from Missouri assailed 
nim, (Mr. W.) and permitted the author of the 
measure to escape unpunished? | Sir, are the ar- 
rows which appear to be aimed by. the Senator 
from. Missouri at the humble organ of the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands, who reported this bill, in- 
tended to inflict a wound in another quarter? Ts 
one Senator the apparent object of assault, when 
another is designed as the real victim? Sir, when 
the Senator from Missouri, without any provoca- 
tion, like a thunderbolt from an unclouded sky, 
broke upon the Senate in a perfect tempest of 
wrath and fury, bursting upon his poor head like a 
tropical tornado, did he intend to sweep before the 
avenging storm another individual more obnoxious’ 
to his censure? 

Sir, (said Mr. W.) the Senator from Missouri 
has thrice repeated the prayer, “God save the 


` country from the Committee on Public Lands; 


but Mr. W. fully believed that if the prayer of the- 
country could be heard within these walls, it would 
be, God save us from the wild, visionary, ruineus, 
and impracticable schemes of the Senator of Mis- 
souri, for exclusive gold and silver. currency; and 
such is not only the prayer of the country, but of 
the Senate, with scarcely a dissenting ‘voice. Sir, 
if the Senator from Missouri could, by his mandate, 


= in direct opposition to the views of the President, 


heretofore expressed, sweep from existence all the 
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barks of the States, and establish his exclusive con- 
stitutional currency of gold and silver, he would 
pring upon this country scenes of ruin and distress 
without a parallel—an immediate bankruptcy of 
nearly every debtor, and of almost every creditor 
to whom large amounts were due, a prodigious de- 
preciation in the price of all property and all pro- 
ducts, and an immediate cessation by States and in- 
dividuals of nearly every work of private enterprise 
or public improvement. The country would be’in- 
volved in one universal bankruptcy, and near the 
grave of the nation’s prosperity, would perhaps re- 
pose, the scattered fragments of those great and 
glorious institutions which give happiness to mil- 
lions here, and hopes to millions more of disen- 
thralmeni from despotic power. Sir, in resistance 
to the power of the Bank of the United States, in 
opposition to the re-establishment of any similar in- 
stitution, the Senator from Missouri would find Mr. 
W. with him; but he could not enlist as a recruit in 
this new crusade against the banks of his own, and 
every other State in the Union. These institutions, 
whether for good or evil, are created by the States, 
cherished and sustained by them, in many cases 
owned in whole er in part by the States, and 
closely united with their prosperity; and what right 
have we to destroy them? What right had he, an 


humble servant of the people of Mi ippi, to say 
to his own, or any other State, your State legis 
tion is wrong—your State institutions, your State 
banks, must be annihilated, and we will legislate 
here to effect this object? Are we the masters or 
servants of the sovereign States, that we darespeak 
to them in language like this—that we dare attempt 
to prostrate here those institutions which are crea- 
ted aid maintained by those very States which we 
represent on this floor? These may be the opinions 
entertained by some Senators of their duty to the 
States they represent, but they were not his (Mr. 
‘W’s) views or his opinions. He was sincerely de- 
sirous to co-operate with his State in limiting any 
dangerous powers of the banks, in enlarging the 


as 


circulation of gold and silver, and in suppressing 
the small note currency, so as to avoid that explo- 
sion which was to be apprehended from excessive 
issues of bank paper. But a total annihilation of 
all the banks of his own State, now possessing a 
chartered capital of near forty millions of dollars, 
would, Mr. W. knew, produce almost universal 
bankruptey, and was not, he believed, anticipated 
by any one of his constituents. ` 

But the Senator from Missouri tells us, that this 
measnre of the committee isa repeal of the Con- 
stitution, by authorizing the receipt of paper money 
in revenue payments. If so, then the Constitution 
never has had an ‘existence; for the period cannot 
be designated when paper money was not So re- 
ceivable by the Federal Government. This species 
of money was expressly mace receivable for the 
public dues by an act of Congress, passed imme- 
diately after the adoption of the Constitution, and 
which remained in force until eighteen hundred and 
eleven. It was so received, as a matter of practice, 
from eighteen hundred and eleven until eighteen 
hundred and sixteen, when again, by anact of Con- 
gress then passed, and which has just expired, it 
it was so authorized to be received during all that 
period. Now, although these acts have expired, 
there is that which is equivalent to a law still in 
force, expressly authorizing the notes of the specie 
paying banks of the States to be received in revenue 
payments. Itis the joint resolution of cighteen 


Congress, and approved by President Madison. 
That joint resolution is in these words: 

“That the Seeretary of the Treasury be, and he 
hereby -is, required and directed to adopt such mea- 
sures as he may deem necessary, to cause, as soon 
as may be, all duties, taxes, debts, or sums of mo- 
ney, accruing or becoming payable to the United 
States, to be collected and paid in the legal cur- 

- rency of the United States, or Treasury notes, or 
notes of the Bank of the United States, as by law 
provided and declared, or in notes of banks which 
are payable and paid on demand, in the said legal 
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currency of the United States; and that, from and 
after the 20th cay ef February next, no such duties, 
taxes, debts, or sums of money, accruing or becom- 


hundred and sixteen, adopted by both Houses of 
ing payable to the United States as aforesaid, ought 


| accomplis 


to be collected or received otherwise than in the 
legal currency of the United States, or Treasury 
notes, or notes of the Bank of the United States, or 
in notes of hanks which are payable, and paid on 
demand, in the said legal currency of the United 


| States.” 


_ Commenting upon this resolution, the Senator 
from Missouri in his speech of December last de- 


-elared: . 


“This is the law, continued Mr. Benton, and no- 
thing-can be plainer than the right of selection 
which it gives to the Secretary of the Treasury.” 

“The words of the law are clear; the practice 
under it has been uniform and uninterrupted from 
the date of its passage to the present day. For 
twenty years, and under three Presidents, all the 
Secretaries of the Treasury have acted alike. 
Each has made selections, permitting the notes of 
some specie paying banks to be received, and for- 
bidding others.” - 

Here this joint resolution. is admitted by the Se- 
nator from Missouri to be “the law,” and that the 
practice under it has been uniform to receive the 
notes of specie paying banks. If then to authorize 
the reception of the notes of specie paying banks in 
payment of the public dues, be a violation of the 
Constitution, it is obvious, that the Constitution 
never has had any existence, except in the ge 
visions of the honorable Senator fromm M 
Sir what more i$ done by the bill reported 
Committee on Public Lands, and now orde 
be engrossed by the Senate, thay 


red to 
ı had been already 
ed by the joint resolution of eighteen 
hundred and sixteen?. This bill as thus engrossed is 
as follows: 
“ AN ACT designating and limiting the funds re- 
ceivable for the revenues of the United States. 
“ Be ùt enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 


| assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury 


be, and hereby is, required to adopt ‘such 
measures as he may deem necessary, to ef- 


fect a collection of the public revenue of the 


United States, whether arising from duties, taxes, - 


debts, or sales ef lands, in the manner and 
on the principles herein provided: that is, that no 
such duties, taxes, debts, or sums of money paya- 
ble for lands, shall be collected or received other- 
wise than in the legal currency of the United States, 
or in notes of banks which are payable and paid 
on demand in the said legal currency of the United 
States, under the following restrictions and condi- 
tions in regard to such notes, to wit: from and after 
the passage of this act, the notes of no bank which 
shall issue or circulate bills or notes ef a less de- 
nomination than five dollars, shall be received on 
account of the public dues; and from and after 
the thirtieth day of December, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-nine, the notes of no bank which shall 
issue or circulate bills or notes of a less denomina- 
tion than ten dollars, shell be so receivable; and 
from and after the thirtieth day of December, one 


! thousand eight hundred and forty-one, the like pro- 


hibition shall be extended to the notes of all banks 
issuing bills or notes of a less denomination than 
twenty doliars. 

“Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no notes 
shall be received by the collectors or receivers of 
the public money, which the banks in which they 
are to be deposited shall not, under the supervision 
and control of the Secretary of the Treasury, agree 
to pass to the credit of the United States as cash: 
Provided, That, if any deposite bank shall refuse 
to receive and pass to the credit of the United 
States as cash, any notes receivable under the pro- 
visions of this act, which said bank in the ordinary 
course of business receives on general deposite, the 
Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to 
withdraw the public deposites from said bank.” 

Now the principal difference between the provi- 
sions of this bill and the Joint resoiution of 1816, 
consists in the exclusion by the bill of notes of 
small denominations from revenue payments. Yet 
the Senator from Missouri would leave the resolu- 
tion of 1816 in full force, unrepealed, unmodified, 
and yet objects to the measure now hefore us. 
The Senator from Missouri would have remain in 
force, a resolution of Congress. by which the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury may at his discretion receive 
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for the public dues bank notes, even of'one dollar, 
and yet he objects to a measure by which that dis- - 
cretion is limited to the receipt of notes of higher 
denominations, By the resolution, as it stands, 
the Secretary of the Treasury may collect thé’ 
whole public revenue in bank paper; by the bill; 
as proposed, a portion of the public dues must be 
collected in gold and silver; and yet the Senator 
from Missouri objects, and denounces the measuré 
as a repeal of the Constitution, by authorizing the 
payment of the public dues in bank paper, as if it 
were not authorized already by the joint resolution 
of 1816, which, as regards the customs, is untouch- 
ed even by the Treasury order. Strange inconsis- 
tency! singular delusion! But has it come to this, 
that Congress has surrendered an unlimited discre+ 
tion, as regards the funds receivable for the public 
dues, into the hands of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, and must not now interfere? That, in the 
opinion of the Senator from N uri, itis all right 
that the Secretary of the Treasury should possess 
the discretionary power of receiving or rejecting 
bank paper in payment of the public dues; of dis- 
crimivating between different individuals and dif- 
ferent branches of the public revenue; of putting 
up and putting down bank paperat his pleasure, 
but that for Congressto interpose and define. or 
limit that discretion is a.violation of the Constitu- 
That for the Secretary of the Treasury to 
regulate the currency at his pleasure, and put up’ 
and put down State banks and their paper, is all 
right; but that for Congress to limit and detine his 
power in these, respects, is unconstitutional. The 
Secretary of the Treasury, then, must be above’ 
Congress, and above the Constitution, possessing 
an omnipotent, unchangeable, irreversible power on, 
this subject. Is not the Senate astounded by the 
avowal and advocacy of such doctrines. upon this 
floor—docirines worthy of the Polignacs of France, 
and of the Stuarts of England, but wholly incom- 
patible with the genius ef our institutions, and di~- 
rectly contradictory, as shall be shown hereafter, to 
the epinions upon this subject of our patriot Presi- 
dent. Are the American people prepared to sustain’ 
these doctrines—doctrines which are essentially mon- 
archical, which take from Congress all power over 
this subject; which deny their anthority, the authority 
ofthe representatives of the people and of the States, 
and erect the Secretary of the Treasury into a dicta- 
tar, whose mandates we may not control or alter? 
Sir, if the Secretary of the Treasury may thus abo- 
lish our power on this subject, and render it uncon~ 
stitutional for us to Interfere with his orders, why 
may not every other Secretary of every other De- 
pariment claim similar power and the same exemp- 
tion from our contro]? Such doctrines are the very 
essence of despotism, and now for the first time have 
rey been openly avowed upon this floor, and in 
this country. Tell me not then that the Secretary 
of the Treasury may receive or reject bank paper 
at his pleasure; may receive it, as he now does, for 
customs, and reject-it in payment for the public 
lands, and that itis uncorstitutional for Congress 
to regulate, define, and limit, that discretion. Stand- 
ing upon the broad basis of the Constitution, he 
would resist sech doctrines, fer they can only be 
maintained by a total overthrow of free govern- 
ment, and the establishment of arbitrary and des- 
potic power. 

But the Senator from Missouri tells us, that he 


objects to the bill of the committee as an act of Con- 


gress, when itshonld have been a resolution. Sir, 
does that Senator contend thatin directions given 
by Congress to the Secretary of the Treasury, as re- 
gards the funds r able for the public dues, there 
is any distinction between a be i enacted, and a 
be it resolved, by the Congress of the United States? 
The Censtivution prescribes no such form, and re- 
cognises no stich distinction. It requires joint reso- 
lutions, except for adjournment, as well as laws, 
to be approved by the President, and when this is 
done they have the same obligatory energy in limit- 
ing and directing the acts of cur public agents. 
Sir, when the Senator from Missouri urged this 
new objection he seemed to have forgotten his 
speech of December last, in which, when comment- 
ing upon the joint resolution of 1816, he declared, 
‘His rs THE Law; but now that Senator would 
have us believe that a joint resolution is not eaniva~ 
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lent to alaw of Congregs. ` But if there be this dis- 
tinction between a law and a joint resolution, in 
support of this plea of abatement, upon which the 
Senator from Missouri now relies, it shall be shown, 


beforz the close of this address, that the Senator ` 
from Missouri has himself, within the last. twelve., 


months, proposed laws, and amendments to laws, 
expressly authorizing the receipt of bank paper in 
payment of the public dues, and consequently, if 
his own argument be. true, has proposed a repeal 
of the Constitution. Before, however, proceeding 
to this branch of the subject, let me ask, if the re- 
ception ‘of bank paper in payment of the public 
dues be a violation of the Constitution, then not 
only have Congress, but this administration, and 
every one that preceeded it, uniformly violated the 
Constitution. 


stantly received bank paper in payment of the 
federal revenue, and is still receiving it, even 
under the Treasury order, in payment of customs. 
The argument then of the Senator from Missouri, 
is a bitter denunciation of the whole course of the 
President on this subject preceding the Treasury 
order, and itis also a denunciation of the principles 
of that order, so far as it does not exclude bank 
paper ia payment of customs. The administration 
is now receiving bank paper in payment of cus- 
toms, and no change on this subject is proposed by 
the President; and yet the Senator from Missouri 
tells us, that for Congress to authorize. the recep- 
tion of bank paper, in payment of the public dues, 
is to-repeal the Constitution. Here is conclusive 
evidence, that the Senator from Missouri goes far 
beyond the views of the President upon this sub- 
ject. , But the Senator from Missouri objects to 
the proviso of the bill introduced by the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands, authorizing the Secretary of 
the Treasury to withdraw the deposites from any 
bank which refuses to pass to the credit of the 
United States as cash, the notes of such specie pay- 
ing banks, receivable under this bill, asthe bank 
receives on general deposite. This provisio isa 
wholesome restriction upon the abuse of puwer by 
the deposite banks. It will curtail, and was in- 
. tended to curtail, the power of the deposite banks. 
Tt will arrest an odions monopoly, by pre- 
venting the deposite banks from making their 
notes’ the only paper receivable for the pub- 
lic dues, thus rendering, for all practical pnr- 
poses, the paperof these banks the only curren: 
cy of the Federal Government, to the manifest in- 
convenience of the people, and the severe oppres- 
sion of other State banks equally as solvent as 
these institutions. 
deposite banks from controliing the enrrency, and 
exercising a power over the prosperity of the coun- 
try quite as despotic as that possessed by the Bank 
of the United States. If we reject this proviso, we 
shall only have disenthrailed the American people 
from the Bank of the United States, one master, to 
substitute eighty masters, a combination of which, 
uncontrolled by this proviso, might hold in their 
power the prosperity of this nation. This same 
power was confided, in relation to the removal of 
the deposites, to the Secretary of the Treasury, as 
regards the Bank of the United States, and the ex- 
istence, as well as the exercise, of this power by 
that officer, was deemed, by the Senator from Mis- 
souri, most wise and salutary. Yct the Senator 
from Missouri now objects to this power, and says 
he would not entrust it even to ‘the administration 
of the President, or of his suecessor. Indeed! The 
Senator from Missouri would not confide to the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury the necessary power to 
remove the public moneys from any deposite 
bank, thus abusing its authority, and oppressing 
the people in the contingency referred to in the 
proviso, and yet he would permit the joint 
resolution of 1816 to remain wnrepealed. and 
unmodified, by which the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury might at his discretion regulate the whole 
currency of the country, receiva or reject bank 
paper at his option, change and rechange his or- 
ders upon this subject, introduce or exclude the 
currency of gold and silver, and exercise over this 
whole subject powers unregulated and uncontrolled. 
Sir, the Senator from Missouri stops at the mole- 
hill of this proviso, whilst he surmounts the moun- 


Down to the period of the Treasury 
order of July last, this, administration has. con- ‘ 


It will prevent an oligarchy of | 
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‘tain which rises to our view, upon a survey of the 
enormous powers which that Senator would en- 
trust, without- any regulation, into the hands of 
the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. W. said he would now proeeed to proye 
that the Senator from Missouri had himself origi- 
nally proposed something similar to the provisions 
of the bill which he now denounces as a violation 
of the Constitution; and especially that he had di- 
rectly proposed, by resolution as well as laws, to 
-authorize the receipt of bank paper in payment of 
‘the public dues; and, until very recently, limited 
himiself to the exclusion of notes under twenty 
dollars, as proposed by the bill of the committee. 
And first, Mr. W. read from the journals of the 
Sonate, under date of the 9th April, 1834, as fol- 
lows: 

“The following motion, submitted by Mr. Ben- 
TON, was considered: 

“Resolved, That a committee be appointed on the 
part of the Senate, jointly with such committeee as 
may be appointed on the part of the House of 
Representatives, to’ consider and report to the 
Senate and to the House respectively, what altera- 
tions, if any, are necessary to be made *** *** 
3. In the joint resolution of 1816 (for the better 
collection of the revenue;) so as to exclude all 
bank notes under twenty dollars from revenue 
payments after a given period, and to make the 
revenue system of the United States instrumental 
in the gradual suppression of the small note circu- 
lation, and the introduction of gold and silver for 
the. common currency of the country.” 

Here it will be perceived that the Senator from 
Missouri then considered the joint resolution of 
1816 as requiring alterations by Congress, so as ‘“‘to 
exclude all bank notes under twenty dollars from 
revenue payments after a given period.” Here 
then was a direct proposition, by that Senator, to do 
precisely what is done by the bill of the committee, 
as regards the exclusion from revenue paymenis 
of notes only ‘under twenty dollars.” Why then 
does the Senator now denounce what was then his 
own project as a repeal of the Constitution? 

His project then was, not as it now is, to exclude 
all but gold and silver from revenue payments, and 
cut loose the Federal Government from the paper 
system, but the very reverse, namely—to authorize 
banlotes not under twenty dollars to be received 
in revenue payments. And, how received? Why, 
by regulations then proposed by him, to be made 
by Congress--by alterations of the joint resolution 
of 1816. The honorable Senator then also pro- 
posed to make “‘ the revenue system of the United 
States instrumental in the gradual suppression of 
the small note circulation, and the introduction of 
goid and silver for the common currency of the 
country.” The terms common currency, as distin- 
guished from exclusive currency, ate itaiicised in the 
resolution of the Senator from Missouri, and the 
suppression confined to “the small note circula- 
tion.” This suppression of “the small note circu- 
jation,” of notes under twenty dollars, was to be 
effected by the instrumentality of the revenue sys- 
tem of the United States. Now is not all this pre- 
cisely what is proposed in the bill of the commit- 
tee? and are not that bill, and this resolution of the 
honorable Senator, substantially the same? Since 
ihis period, a great revolution appears to have 


. taken place in the opinion of the honorable Sena- 


tor, both as regards questions relating to the cur- 
rency and to constitutional law. Then, that Sena- 
tor was Satisfied to encourage the circulation of 
banknotes not under twenty dollars, and to receive 
them in revenue payments. Now, nothing will 
answer his purpose but gold and silver; and, to 
authorize any thing else to be received in revenue 
payments, is denounced as a repeal of the Constitu- 
tion! If this doctrine be true, then the Senator 


‘from. Missouri stands upon the Senate journals 
‘self-conricted of an attempt to repeal the Consti- 


tution. 

But the Senator from Missouri has embodied the 
twenty dollar principle as connected with the fede- 
ral revenue,.in an act of Congress, not a resolution. 

Mr- W. here read from the journals of the Senate, 
under date of the 6th of April, 1836, as follows: 

“The Senate resumed the consideration of a bill 
entitled “An act-making appropriations for ‘the 


payment of the revolutionary and other pensioners, 


_&c. The foliowing amendment,.proposed by Mr. 


Benvon, being-under consideration, Sec.—. And 
be tt further enacted, That no bank note of less de- 
nomination than twenty dollars shall hereafter be 
offered in payment, in any case whatsoever, in 
which money is to be paid by the United States `'or . 
the Post Office Department; nor shall any bank — 
note of any denomination: be so offered, unless the 
same shall be payable and paid on demand, in gold 
or silver coin, at the place where issued, and which 
shall not be equivalent to specie, at the place where 
offered, and convertible into gold or silver upon 
the spot, at the will of the holder, and without de- 
lay or loss to him.” 

. This section was, on. the motion of the Senator 
from Missouri, embodied in the act of Congress re- 
ferred to, and is now the law of the land, having 
passed both Houses of Congress, and received the 
sanction of the President. This provision, it is 
true, is confined to payments by the United States. 
But if the United States, under this law, ‘are to pay 
out bank notes not under twenty dollars, how.can 
this be. done if they are not authorized, to receive 
such notes? What could be more contradictory 
than a bill, the first section of which should author- 
ize notes not under twenty dollars to be paid by the 
Unitad States, and the second section of which 
should prohibit the United States from- receiving in 
payment any thing but gold and silver?’ How could 
the United States, by law, in all time to come, pay 
out that which by law they were debarred from re- 
ceiving? The Senator from Missouri, then, has, 
by law, connected the Federal Government with the 
paper system. This section, adopted onthe mo- 
tion of the Senator from Missouri, would come in 
very properly as an additional clause in the bill now 
before us; but as an additional proviso to the bill, 
which shall be quoted hereafter, proposed by that 
Senator, to re-establish a currency of gold and sil- 
ver for the Federal Government, it would be ridi- 
cvlous and contradictory. 

Mr. W. stated, the Senator from Missouri had . 
still further committed himself on this subject. He 
had not only directly countenanced the payment of 
the federal revenue in bank notes, but had himself 
proposed, at the last session, the creation by Con~ 
gress in this District of new banks, authorized to 
issue notes not Jess than twenty dollars. Mr. W. 
here read from the journals of the Senate, under 
date of 4th of June, 1836, as follows: 

“The Senate resumed the ‘consideration of the 
bill to extend the charters of certain banks in the 
District of. Columbia.” 

On motion of Mr. Benton to recommit ‘the bill 
with instructions—to report separate bills for the 
incorporation of new banks, with small capitals, 
adapted to the capacity of the District to sustain 
specie banks, and strictly limited to the business of 
the place; the said incorporations to contain among 
other provisions the following principles: 4. The 
banks to issue no notesof léss denomination than 
twenty dollars; and ali notes of less denomination ` 
than twenty dollars by other banks to be prohibited 
from circulation within the District. 5. All the 
notes and paper currency issued by said banks to 
be paid in gold and silver; one-half of either at the 
option of the dernander, the other half at the option 
of the bani.” 

Now, Mr W. would ask, if Congress could by 
law establish even in this District a certain number 
of banks authorized to issue notes of a certain de- 
nomination, could it not exercise the smaller power 
of authorizing the reception of bank notes in reve- 
nue payments? But (Mr. W. said) he quoted this 
to show that even at this late period the Senator 
from Missouri was not prepared to do execution on 
ali banks and al! bank paper. There were some 
curious matters connected with these propositions of 
the Senator from Missouri. His fifth proposition 
required “all notes and paper currency issued: by 
said hanks to be paid in gold and silver; one half 
of either at the option of the demander, the other 


` half at the option of the bank;” -and this same pro- 


vision the honorable Senator also proposed to ap» 
ply to “the deposite banks,” “in consideration of 
being made of continued depositories. of the public 


. moneys.” Sir, the honorable Senator from Missou- 


ri-would have the banks pay in a currency better 
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than that required by the Constitution. By that in- 
strument gold or silver is a legal tender in payment 
of debts, and a bank note is only an evidence of 
a debt due by the bank to the holder of the note; 
but the honorable Senator would require the banks 
to pay their notes in gold and silver, one half of 
each metal. When a note of a thousand dollars 
shall be presented to a bank for redemption in spe~ 
cię, it is hoped the honorable Senator. will not. re- 
quire those of less personal prowess than himself, 
to carry away five hundred dollars in silver, 
when the bank otherwise might pay the whole 
amount in gold. Such equal division of. the 
precious metals, however beautiful in theory, would 
be most inconvenient in practice; and if the hono- 
rable Senator is so eqnaily attached to gold and 
silver as to be resolved on having a precisely equal 
circulation of each, there is one way which, if it 
were not presumptuous, Mr. W. could recommend 
to his. serious consiceration. It was this. That 
Senator took great delight in exhibiting a new and 
favorite coin of his which he called pintox. Mr. 
W. hoped he pronounced the word correctly; he 
was sure the Senator from Missouri did. This 
coin was composed partly of copper, and partly of 
silver, though not precisely one-half of each, the 
Senator having suffered great injustice done to the 
- silver, by permitting a great preponderance of cop- 
per, a very inferior metal, not recognised by the 
Constitution as a tender. Now, Mr. W. would 
suggest, that if the Senator from Missouri would 
have coined a new species of BILLON, composed of 


gold and silver, precisely one-half of cach in value, | 


would it not answer his purpose? Mr. W. would 
not warrant that it would answer, but would only 
suggest it to the consideration of the Senator from 
Missouri, as a substitute for his proposed entire egua- 
lization of the circulation of gold and silver, by com- 
pelling the banks to redeem their notes in one-halfof 
each metal, especially as these banks might not find it 
very convenient to comply with these requisitions, 
and as a greater quantity of one metal than of the 
other might find its way; from time to time, oat of 
the country, and titus destroy this metallic equili- 
brium of the honorable Senator. 

Thus far the Senator from Missouri semed to 
have confined his views to the exclusion of notes 
under twenty dollars in revenue payments. But 
on the tenth-of June last, he changed his position, 
and introduced into the Senate the following bill: 
A BILL to re-establish the currency of the Consti- 

tution for the Federal Government. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That bank notes and paper currency of 
every description shall cease to be received or offer- 
edin payment, on, account of the United States, 
or of the Post Office, or in fees in the courts 
of the United States, as follows: of less denomina- 
tion than twenty dollars, none afler the 3d day of 
March 1837; of less denomination than fifty dollars, 
none afier the third day of March 1838; of less deno- 
mination than one hundred dollars, none after the 
3d'day of March 1839; of less denomination than 
five hundred dollars, none after the 3d day of March 
1840; of less denomination than one thousand dol- 
lars, none after the 3d day of March 1841; ard 
none of any denomination from and after the 3d 
day of March 1842. 7 

“Section 2. And be it further enacted, That any 
derson holding an appointment under the laws of 
the United States, and any bank employed to keep 
public moneys, which person or bank shail neglect, 
evade, violate, contravene, or in any way elude, or 
attempt to elude, the provisions of this act, shall be 
guilty of an offence against the laws; and the per- 
son so offending shall be liable to be dismissed from 
the service, and the bank se offending shall, on sa- 
tisfactory information, be discontinued as a deposi- 
tory of public moneys.” , 

And here Mr. W. would remark, that by this 
bill, bank notes were permitted to be received in 
revenue payments, until the third of March, 1842. 
If then, the argument of the Senator from Mis- 
souti be correct, that to authorize, by act of Congress, 
the receipt of bank notes in revenue payments, be 
a repeal of the Constitution, this bill of the honora- 
ble Senator should have been entitled a repeal of 
the Constitution wntil the 3d of March, 1842. The 


s 


provisions of this bill were somewhat remarkable. i 


All bank notes under twenty dollars were immedi- 
ately excluded—the twenty dollar notes being the 
next greatest violators of the Constitution, were ex- 
ecuted in March, 1837; those of fifty dollars in 
March, 1838; those cf one thousand dollars were 
reprieved till March, 1841; and in Mar-h, 1842, 
execution was done on all. “bank notes and paper 
currency of every description,” and ‘the currency 
of the Constitution” was re-established. Now how 
was this prodigious revolntion to be effected? Why, 
by dismissing from office any officer of the Govern- 
ment who should receive or offer in payment any 
thing but goldand silver, by which all were to be 
exciuded butconverts to the metallic currency of 
the honorable Senator, and by discontinuing as a 
depository of the public moneys, any bank which 
should commit a similar offence. Now does any 
Senator believe, that any bank would accept the 
deposites on such terms? Thatit must pay out the 
public moneys in nothing but gold and silver, and 
transfer the precious metals from place to place, 
thousands of miles, at the will of the Government. 
Recollect, that not only “bank notes,” but also “pa- 
per currency of every description” 13 excluded by 
this bill, and consequently bank drafts would be 


as effectually refused by this bill as bank notes. | 


Indeed the authority to receive “fands” eastern or 
western, from any bank, constitutes one of the 
Senator’s objections 
mittee. Let us suppose then that the Go- 
vernment has two millions in silver at Natches, 
which it desires at four different points, each 
one thousand miles distant. Will it transport 
these wagon loads of silver from point to point, 
where the money is wanted by the Government—for 
recollect the Government must have the hard mo- 
ney, for it is to pay out, as well as receive, nothing 
‘but this? Is this practicable, or is there a bank in 
the Union that would accept the deposites on such 
terms as these? The banks are to be continued by 
this bill as depositories of the public ‘moneys, as 
the fiscal agents.of the Government, and yet we 
are to reject the paper of our own agents. 
amount of the public revenue of last year was 
forty-seven’ millions of dollars. Now all this we 
are to entrust to the “custody of the banks: we are 
to trust them to the amount of forty-seven million 
of dollars, and yet refuse to receive any portion of 
their paper, or, in other words, trust them for forty- 
seven million of dollars, and refuse them credit even 
for a twenty dollar note. We are first asked to em- 
ploy the banks as fiscal agents, and then set about 
the work of their destruction. Sir, the passage of 
this bill would ensure the abandoment of the 


of the United States, with all its oppressive powers. 


And here let me ask, can any thing be more in- | 
consistent, as well as impracticable, than to employ į 


the State banks as fiscal agents, as depositories of 
the public moneys, and yet reject their paper? If 
it be unconstitutional to receive one dolar of the 
public dues in the paper of any bank, is it not 
equally unconstitutionai to make these unconstitu- 


tional banks, issuing this unconstitutional currency, | 
our fiscal agents for the whole amount of our reye- + 
Under cur deposite bill, : 


nue, by bank credits? 
when we confide money to a deposite bank, have 
we not previously taken its bond to repay? And if 
we take its bond, why not its paper? - Sir, to carry 
out the gentleman’s doctrine, he should discard the 
deposite banks as fiscal agents, and employ hun- 


dreds of separate individual agents, constantly. tra- ; 
versing the country in all directions, with mules or | 
Such a sys- | 
tem, and to this i would ceme, would require an ; 


wagons leaded with gold and silver. 


army of agents greater than our whole standing ar- 
my, to receive, transfer, and disburse, the forty- 
seven millions of gold and silver, the amount of 
this year’s federal revenue. 


Government to an almost unlimited extent, and, if 
successful, paralyze the State Governments by the 
destruction of State banks, State credit, and State 
institutions. But the whole system is impracticable, 
and itis time that the country should know that 
such isthe opinion of the whole Senate, with the 
single exception of the Senator from Missouri 


to the bill of the com- } 


The | 


Sach a system would | 
enlarge the patronage and power of the General | 
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himself. Sir, that Senator may rally three or four 
votes against the bill of the committee, but it will 

be from objections to the details of the measure, and’: 
not because they adopt the opinions of the Senator . 
from Missouri on this subject. If the Constitution ` 


‘is repealed by the reception of bank’ notes in res. 


venue payments, why did the Senator. from Mis- ` 
souri never come to the rescue till the 10th.of Jane, 
1836, and why did he then permit the session to 
pass. by without any vote upon the measure, and 
why has he not reintroduced it at this session. “The 
fact is; and the country should know it, that the- 
Senator from Missouri can get no vote for this bill- 
of his, except his own. . Now, at this moment, he! 
may bring it forward, or -at-any period of the sea-, 
sion; we are anxious he should doso; and all we 
ask is a vote by ayes and noes, to. show. the 
American people that the Senator from Mis- 
souri stands alone on this subject. Now 
the measure of the Senator from Missouri is 
not only impracticable, but defeats. the great 
object of suppressing the small note currency, | 
and enlarging the circulation of gold and silver. 
The Federal Government, aided by its revenue, by 
the depositories of its money, and by State legisla- 
tion, might gradually suppress all bank notes under 
twenty dollars, and gold and silver would then ne~, 
cesarily fill the vacuum, and constitute. the com-.. 
mon currency of the country in the ordinary trans- 
actions between the dealer and censumer. This 
would disarm the State banks of néarly all: power > 
to “do evil, arrest excessive issues of bank pa- 
per, substitute gold and silver for all that great 
pertion of the circulation of banks which con- 
sists of notes under twenty dollars, render and 
preserve the banks sound and solvent, our 
currency stable, and put an end to all appre- 
hension of that explosion of the paper systera with 
which many believe we are now threatened. This 
was a practical reform of the currency, and one- 
which (Mr. W. said) he was deeply solicitous to 
see effected; but it can only-be effected by the co-. 
cperation with Congress of the State Legislatures, ` 
The reform, too, must be by gradual and successive 
steps. Therefore the bill only proposed the refusal | 
of the five dollar notes after thè 30th December, 
1839, and the refusal of the ten dollar notes after 
the 30th December, 1841, periods when Congress 
will be in session; and if the Siates will not then 
co-operate with us in this reform, we must, as the 
representatives of their wishes, repeal or modify 
the measure. ` 

But will the measure of the Senator from Mis- 
souri effect any useful purpose? It holds out to 
the State banks no inducements to suppress their 
small note currency. It is a declaration of war 
by this Government against the people of the 
States, and the banks of the States. It demands 
that, out of a gold and silver currency in circulation, 
of twenty-eight millions, (as estimated’ by the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury,) we should pay in this 
currency arevenue of forty-seven millions, accord- 
ing to the receipts of this year. It demands, then, 
an impossibility, unless an explosion. of the State 
banks is created by draining them of their specie. 
It demands that this gold and silver be, at all the 
various points of collection or payment, at all 
times, in sufficient quantities to make these reve- 
nue payments and disbursements also. It would 
withdraw gold and silver from general circulation, 
avd confine its use almost whoily to revenue pay- 
ments and disLursemeuts. It is, finally, an effort. 
on the part of this Government to render all the 
notes of all the State banks wnacurrent within the 
limits of the States, and is equivalent to-a demand 
made-by Congress upon the State banks to surren- 
der their charters, or upon the State Legislatures to 
repeal them; and Mr. W. said he had. never been 
authorized by the State of Mississippi to demand, 
in their name, a repeal or overthrow of any of 
their State ine¥rtions. To the extent that he was 
now willing to go, Mr. W. said he had distinctly 
expressed ies, Ti an address preceding his ees. 
tion, in favor of the abandonment of the small note 
currency-—in favor of receiving the notes “ for 
larger amounts” “of the solvent State banks,” for 
“all dues to the National Government”—in favor 
of the enlargement of the circulation ef gold and 
silver, and against “an exclusively metallic currene 
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cy.” Mr. W. said, having been elected with the 


open avowal.of these doctrines, he hoped he stood 
not only upon the basis of his own previously ex- 
pressed. views, but also upon. those of his consti- 
tuents, in supporting the present bill, and opposing 
that of the Senator from Missouri. , 
~ -Tt remains now to be shown (said Mr. W.) that 
“this bill is in perfect accordance with the policy and 
Técommendation of the President, and is similar to 
other ‘measures which have received his sanction. 
In the message: of December, 1834, the President 
declared as follows:. . , aa, 

“The State banks are found fully adequate to 
the performance of all services which were required 
of the Bank of the United States, quite as prompily, 
and with the same cheapness. 

“ The attention of Congress is’ earnestly invited 
to the regulation of the deposites in the State banks 
bylaw. Although the power. now exercised by the 
Executive Department in this behalf is only such 
as was uniformly exerted through every administra- 
tion, from the origin of the Government up to the 
establishment of the present bank, yet it is one 
which is susceptible of regulation by law, and 
therefore, ought so to be regulated. Those insti- 
tutions have atready Shown themselves competent 
to purchase and furnish domestic exchange for the 
convenience of trade, at reasonable rates; and no 
doubt is entertained that in a short period all the 


wants of the country in bank accommodations and - 


exchange will. be supplied as promptly and as 
cheaply as they have heretofore been by the Bank 
of the United States. Ifthe several States shall be 
induced gradually to reform their banking systems, 
and prohibit the issue ofall small notes, we shall in 
afew years have a currency.as sound, and as little 
Viable ‘to fluctuations, as any other commercial 
country.” 

- Here are several facts and principles distinctly 
stated by the President. © First, that the State banks 
could perform all the services required of the Bank 
of the United States. Second that the deposites in 
the State banks should be regulated by law, and as 
little discretion as regards the banks left with the 
Executive as possible. Thirdly, the recommenda- 
tion to the States of a gradual suppression of the is- 
sue of small notes, and the expression of the opi- 
nion, that with this reform the State banks could fnr- 
nish a sound currency. Now all this is in exact 
concurrency with the bill of the committee, and di- 
rectly contradictory of the views of the Senator 
from Missowi. So -far from desiring the destruc- 
tion of the State banks, the President considered their 
sérvices indispensable, as depositories of the public 
moneys, and fiscal agents. So far from opposing 
regulations by Congress on this subject, and restric- 
tions of executive power, the President distinctly 
recommended it. So far from desiring the estab- 
lishment of an exclusive gold and silver currency, 
aiid the exclusion of the notes of all State banks 
from revenue payments, the President desired only 
the suppression of small notes, and expressed the 
opinion that with this reform, the State banks 
could furnish a sound currency, and of course safely 
and properly receivable in revenue payments. 
` Again, in the message of December, 1835, the 
President declared as follows: 

“Jt has been seen that, without the agency of a 
great moneyed monopoly, the revenue can be col- 
lected, and conveniently and safely applied to all 
the purposes of the public expenditure. It is also 
ascertained thaf, instead-of-being necessarily made 
to promote the evils of an unchecked paper system, 
the management of the revenue can be made auxili- 
ary to the refurm which the Legislatures of several 
of the States have already commenced in regard to 
the suppression of small bills, and which has only to 
be fostered by proper regulations on the part of Congress 
to secure u practical return, lo the extent required for 
the security of the currency, to the constitutional me- 
dium. Severed fromthe Government as political 
engines, and not susceptible of dangerous extension 
and combination, the State banks will not be tempt- 
ed, nor will they have the power which we have 
‘seen. exercised, to divert the public funds from the 
legitimate purposes of the Government. The col- 
lection and custody of the reveriue being, on the 
contrary, a source of credit to them, will increase 
the security which the States provide for a faithful 


execution of their trusts; by multiplying the seruti- 
nies to which their operations and accounts ‘will be 
subjected. - Thus disposed, as well from interest as 
the obligations of their charters, it cannot be doubted 
‘that such conditions as. Congress may see fit to 
adopt respecting the deposites in these institutions, 
with a view to the gradual disuse of the small bills, 
will be cheerfully complied with; and that we shall 
‘soon gain, in place of the Bank of the United States, 
a practical reform in the whole paper system of the 
country. If, by this policy, we can wllimately wit- 
ness the suppression of all bank bills below twenty 
dollars, it is apparent that gold and silver will take 
their place, and become the principal circulating 
medium in the common business of the farmers and 
mechanics of the country.” i 

Here it is perfectly clear that the exclusion of the 
notes of the State banks from revenue payments, 
and the establishment of an exclusive metallic 
currency, were not contemplated by the President: 
On the contrary, his views weve limited to the gra- 
dual suppression and disuse “of all bank bills be- 
low twenty dollars” as the ouly true practical reform 
“ultimately” to be accomplished. And how did the 
President propose accomplishing thisreform? Why 
by stich regulations by Congress in the management 
of the revenue and custody of the deposites, as 
would prove auxiliary to State legislation in effect- 
ing this object. Now is not the bill of the com- 
mittee precisely in accordance with these views of 
the President? .Does not this bill propose such re- 
gulations being made in the management of. the 
revenue, as will, if aided by State legislation, sup- 
press the circulation of all notes below twenty dol- 
lars; and the bill of the Senator from Missouri is in 
direct opposition to this message; for by the use only 
of gold and silver in revenue payments he aban- 
dons all hope of so managing the revenue, as to 
make it available in suppressing the small note cur- 
rency. The objectof the President is the disuse of 
notes under twenty dollars, that of the Senator from 
Missouri the disuse of every thing but gold and 
silver. 

Nor does the Treasury order in any manner 
contravene those principles, embodied in former 
messages. That this order was perfectly legal and 
constitutional; that it was in accordance with the 
discretionary powers vested in the Secretary of’ the 
Treasury by the joint resolution of 1816, Mr. W. 
said he never doubted; that the motives of the Pre- 
sidentin issuing this order were pure and patriotic 
was beyond dispule. ‘The meastire was evidently 
temporary, designed to repress inordinate specula- 
tions in the public lands; and it is expressly declar- 
ed in the President’s message to be of little import- 
ance, “if the lands were sold for immediate settle- 
ment and cultivation.” "That it never was design- 
ed to establish the principle of excluding bank 
notes from revenue payments, is evident from the 
fact that payments of customs are received, as for- 
merly, in bank paper. There yet remains one 
ather evidence on this subject, which is conclusive. 
The fifth section of the act of Congress of June 
last, regulating the deposites of the-public moneys, 
is in these words: i 

“That no bank shall be selected, or continued as 
a place of deposite of the public money, which 
shall not redeem iis notes and bills, on demand, in 
specie; nor shall any bank be selected or continued 
as aforesaid, which shall, after the 4th of July, 
(1836,) issue or pay ont any note or bill of a less 
denomination than five dollars; nor shall the notes or 
bills of any bank be received in payment of any debt 
due to the United States which shall, after ihe said 


fourth day of July, (1836,) issue any note or bill of a 


less denomination than five dollars.” 

Now this act passed both Houses with unprece- 
dented unanimity. In the Senate it was passed 
with but six dissenting votes, namely: Benton, 
Black, Cuthbert, Grundy, Walker, and Wright, 
not one of whom opposed it on’ account of the 5th 
section, but, as clearly stated atthe time, because of 
the distribution principle contained in the thirteenth 
section. So far as the 5th section is concerned the 
vote of Congress may well be considered as unani- 
mous in‘its favor. The President’also, in his last 
message, in. stating the reluctance with. which he 
Signed this bill, gives as the reason the distribution 
principle ofthe 13th section, but he thus distinetly 


eulogises the provisions of this 5th section’ as fol» 


lows: “In the acts of several of the States prohibit- 


ing the circulation of small notes and the auxiliary. 
enactments of Congresss at the last‘ session, forbid: 
ding their reception in payment on public account, 
ihe true policy of the country has been advanced, and & 
larger proportion of the precious metals infused in - 
to our circulation,” Now the only act of the last ' 


_ session forbidding the reception of small notes on’ 


public account, js this fifth section of this act thus 
eulogised by the President and approved by him on 
the 23d of June last. Yet this very sectionis a re~ 
peal of the Constitution, ifthe bill of the committee 
be thus truly designated by the Senator from Mis 
souri, for both are laws, not resolutions, and both 
forbid the reception of small. notes only. 

Let us compare their provisions in this respect: 

The pill of the committee de- The fifth section of the de 
clares: “From and after the | posite uct declares: “ Nor 


passage of this act, the notes | shall the notes.or bills of any 
of no hank which shail issue or | bank be received m payment 


circulate bills or notes of a less | of any det. due to the United’ 
denomination than five dollars, | States: which shall, after the 
shall be received on account | said fourth day of July, (1836) 
of the public dues;”? extend: | issue any note or bill of a less 
ing the prohibition in Decem. | denamination thau five dol 
ber, 1841; to the notes of all | lars.” 

banks issuing bills or notes ungi 

der twenty dollars. 


Where is the distinction in principle as regards the 
reception of bank paper on public account between 
the two provisions? and the Senator from Mis- 
souri, in thus dencuncing the bill of the committee 
as a repeal of the Constitution, denounces directly 
the President of the United States. Congress, no’ 
more than a State Legislature, can make ‘any 
thing but gold or silver-a tender in payment of: 
debts by one citizen to another ; but that Congress, 
or a Staite Legislature, or an individual, may’ 
waive their constitutional rights, and receive bank 
paper or drafts in payment of any debt, is a princi- ` 
ple of universal adoption in theory and practice, 
and never doubted by any one until at the present 
session by the Senator from Missouri. The dis- 
tinction of the Senator in this respect was as ineom- 
prehensible to him (Mr. W.) as he believed it was 
to every Senator, and, indeed, was discernible only 
by the magnifying powers of a solar microscope. 
It was a point-no-point, which, like the logarith- 
mic spiral, or asympiote of the hyperbolic curve, 
might be forever approached without reaching ; an 
infinitesmal, the ghost of an idea, not only without 
length, breadth, thickness, shape, weight, or di- 
mensions, but without position-—a mere ima- 
ginary nothing which flitted before the bewil- 
dered vision of the honorable Senator, when 
traversing, in his fitful somnambulism, that. tes- 
selated pavement of gold, silver, and billion, 
which that Senator delighted to occupy. Sir, the 
Senator from Missouri might have heaped moun- 
tain high his piles of metal; he might have swept, 
in his quixotic flight, over the banks of the. States, 
putting to the sword their officers, stockholders, di- 
rectory, and legislative bodies by which they were 
chartered; he might, in his reveries, have demolish- 
ed their charters, and consumed their paper by the 
fire of his eloquence; he might have transacted, in 
fancy, with a metallic currency of twenty-eight 
millions in circulation, an actual annual business 
of fifteen hundred millions, and Mr. W. would not 
have disturbed his beatific visions, nor would any 
other Senator—for they were visions only that could 
never be realized—but when, descending from his 
etherial flights, he seized upon the Committee on- 
Public Lands as criminals, arraigned them as vio- 
lators of the Constitution, and prayed Heaven for 
deliverance from them, Mr. W. could be silent no 
longer. Yes, even then he would have passed 
lightly over the ashes of the theories of the honora- 
ble Senator, for, if he desired to make assaults up- 
on any, it would be upon the living, and not the 
dead, but that Senator, in the opening of his (Mr. 
W’s) address, had rejected the olive branch which, 
upon the urgent solicitation of mutual friends, 
against his own judgment, he had extended to the 
honorable Senator. The Senator from Missouri 
had thus, in substance, declared his “voice was. 
still for war.” Be itso; but he hoped theSenate 
would all recollect that he (Mr. W.) was not ‘the 
aggressor; and that whilst he trusted he never would. 


* wantonly: assail the feelings or reputation of any” 
“Senator; he thanked God that he was not ‘so abject 
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or degraded as to submit, with impunity, to unpro- | 


voked attacks or unfounded accusations from any 
quarter. Could he thus submit, he would be unfit 
to represent the noble, generous, and gallant peo- 

le, whose rights and interests it was his pride and 

Jory to endeavor to protect, whose honor and cha- 
racter were dearer to him than life itself, and 
should never be tarnished by any act of his as one 
of their humble representatives upon this floor. 

` Nore.—This bill, thus denounced by the Senator 
from Missouri as a repeal of the Constitution, has 
since passed the Senate by a vote of 41 to 5, and 
the House of Representatives, 143 to 59. . 


SPEECH. OF MR. CHAPIN, 
Or New York, 

In the House of Representatives, February 27, 
1837—In Committee of the Whole on the State 
of the Union, on the motion. to amend the bill 
to provide for certain harbors, &c. by adding an 
appropriation of $7,006 for works at Buffalo, 
New York. . 

Mr. CHAPIN said he had proposed the amend- 
ment under consideration, because an appropriation 
of seven thousand dollars for works at Buffalo har- 
bor was recommended in the estimates of the En- 
gineer Department accompanying the report of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, which was wholly 
omitted in the bill. The harbor bill, reported by 
the Committee of Ways and Means, provided for 
works already commenced under the authority of 

“anact of Congress. Fer all such works appropria- 
tions were to be made, annually, until they should be 
completed, based upon, the estimates of the Engi- 

‘neer Department, to whose charge and superinten- 

dence they had been committed. The provisions 

of this bill do notcorrespond at all with. the esti- 
mates furnished and laid on our tables. In some in- 
stances, the appropriations called for are omitted 
altogether—in others, they are largely reduced. 

The aggregate of the estimates of the department 

for the year 1837, amounts to the sum of two mil- 

‘lions three hundred and twenty-one thousand five 

‘hundred and thirty-six dollars; the aggregate of the 

‘appropriations for which provision is made in the 

bill, as reported, is the sum of nine hundred and for- 

ty-five thousand dollars, falling short of what is re- 

‘quired by the Engineer Department more than one 

half. “Representing a district of country that has a 

deep interest in the improvement of harbors on the 

northern lakes, he could not, consistently with a 

proper regard to his duty, suffer the bill to pass 

without expressing his dissent to the conclusions of 
the Committee of Ways and Means. He avowed 
it to be his settled conviction, that a judicious ex- 
penditure of the public treasure, having proper re- 
gard to economy, and the great national objects to 

be effected by the speedy completion of these im- 

portant works, required that Congress should re- 

‘spond fully to the calls of the Engineer Depart- 

ment, by making liberal appropriations. He had 

dévoted much time to the examination of this 
interesting subject, and was prepared to vote 
every dollar of appropriation to carry ont 
and complete the present system of improv- 
ing the harbors on the lakes called for by the 
department, and he hoped the various provisions 
of the bill, applicable to these works, would be 
amended accordingly. In the remarks he was 
about to submit, he should not, therefore, confine 
himself exclusively to the consideration of the 
amendment proposed, but he should take a wider 
and mere comprehensive view of the subject, in or- 
der to call the attention of this branch of Congress, 

and the country, to the vast importance of these im- 

provements, as connécted with the internal com- 

merce of the northern and western States. 

' Atthis late period ofthe session he was fully aware, 
that the time of the House is too p us to: be eon- 
sumed in debate; he could assure g i 
not intend to occupy more time t 
dispensably necessary, ci 
vilege—a veiy cmon 
views somewhat more i 
through the medium of the press. 

The official communications annually made to 
Congress by the Engineer Department, in relation 
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. be shown why they should not. 


‘to the public works under their superinténdence, 


are justly entitled to great consideration. Indeed, 
the estimates furnished by the resident engineer, 
and sanctioned by the distinguished officer at the 


| head of the department, ought to furnish the mea- 


sure of such appropriations, unless good cause can 


without hazard-of contradiction; there is not to be 
found in the public service a class of officers more 
intelligent, vigilant, trustworthy, and patriotic than 
the corps cf United States Engineers. Combining 
science with practical experience, and an intimate 
knowledge of the navigation and commerce of the 
country, they are eminently fitted for the discharge 
of the public trusts confided to them. Their esti- 
mates for appropriations are founded, without ex- 
ception, upon actual surveys and examinations 
made on the ground, and furnish the most accurate 
and satisfactory information that can be acquired 
on the subject. For one, he had gréat confidence 
in these estimates, and he hoped the House would 
susiain the call of the department. 

Itis a partof the system of national protection to 
provide forthe improvement and construction of 
harbors. They are works of great importance, and 
of public utility, clearly within the scope of the con- 
stitntional powers of Congress, and the legitimate 
objects of national legislation. The General Go- 
vernment derives revenue from commerce, in 
which the Staies, as such, cannot participate. 
The improvement of the harbors on the lakes hav- 
ing become, therefore, a part of the settled policy 
of the United States, it seems to be just that ex- 
penditures for necessary works should be commen- 
surate to the increasing commérce of the country, 
and the magnitude of the interests involved. Vast 
numbers of enterprising citizens have embarked in 
the commerce of these inland seas, under the rea- 
sonable expectation that Congress will make ade- 
quate appropriations to finish the works already 
begun, and authorize others where they are need- 
ed, by which means the dangers of navigation will 
be diminished, and the facilities of trade increased. 
Such expenditures are no longer to be regarded as of 
partial, local, or doubtful benefit. They are ob- 
jects of vast national importance, affecting, to a 
large extent, the internal trade of the States of 
New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Ilincis, 
and Michigan, and the Territory of Wisconsin, 
whose shores are washed by these lakes. 


The strongest argument that can be suggested in 
support of liberal appropriations for these public 
works results from a simple narative of facis, 
showing the inerease of the commerce and. navi- 
gation on the lakes. It would be instructive to 
present them scmewhat in detail, as connected with 
the present argument, and for future reference. 

In 1828, about the period when the present sys- 
tem of improving the harbors on the lakes com- 
menced, the gross revenue collected in the district 


i of Oswego, as ascertained from the Register of the 


Treasury,was only $64 65;in 1835, it was $36,424 49, 
and in 1836, it exceeded $52,000. In the dis- 
trict of Genesee, in 1828, the customs collected 
were only $131 26; in 1835, $26,071 74, and ia 
1836 they amounted to $60,080. 

It appears fron the transactions of the custom- 
house at Oswego, for 1836, that the aggregate of 
American vessels entercd was eighty-seven thou- 
sand seven hundred and forty-five tons; of the same 
cleared, ninety-three thousand three hundred and 
twenty-three tors. The aggregate of foreign ves- 
sels entered was sixty-one thousand nine hundred 
and forty-seven tons; of the same cleared, sixty 
thousand five bundred and fifty-four tons. 

During the past year 26,998,697 pounds ofmer- 
chandise were received at Oswego; of this aracunt 
16,039,226 pounds were destined to Canada and 
the upper lakes. _ There were also received during 
the samo year 292,444 feet of sawed lumber, 
35,217 feet of timber, and 180,000 bushels of for- 
eign wheat. 

There was, also, shipped on the canal from Cs- 
wego, in 1836, seventy-two millions two hundred 
and thirty-nine thousand and eighty-four pounds 
of property, paying toll by weight; eight millions 
three hundred and ninety thousand nine hundred 
and forty-eight feet of sawed lumber, and one hun- 
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It might be said; 


dred and ninety-two. thousand ‘one “hundred “and 
twelve feet of timber. : fed, geen’ Saag 
In discussing a subject-of such vast importance 


| to the people of the United States, it is impossible. 
.to keep out of view. the immense extent and.cost of 


the internal improvements, projected, commenced 
and finished under the authority of the several Siate 
Governments, and in the provinces of. Upper and : 
Lower Canada, which have been, or will be. brought. 
to bear with wonderful effect upon the trade, com- ; 


‘merce, and general prosperity of the. States. and . 


Territory bordering upon the lakes. ‘The works of 
the General Government, in the opening of har- 
bors, commence where the’ internal improvements 
of the States terminate. New avenues for com- 
merce in the fertile regions of the West are open- 
ing almost daily. The canals and railroads are 
the commercial channels leading to and from the 
lakes. Most of the harbors named in the bill on 
your table, are the points of the actual or proposed 
terminations of such canalsor railroads. . The peo- 


‘ple of the States do, therefore, expect that the Ge- 


neral Government will provide for the profection:of 
shipping ‘against the winds and waves, while receiv- 
ing and discharging their cargoes, by the construc- 
tion of piers, and by causing the obstructions to bê 
remoyed at the entrance of harbors. ae 

In 1822 there were about.ten sail of vessels, and 
only one steamboat cn all the upper lakes...:Jn 
1836 there were thirty-nine steamboats, three ships, - 
six brigs, and one hundred and forty-seven sehoon- 
ers and sloops, with an aggregate tonnage of twen- 
ty-five thousand two hundred and six tons, ` Thir- 
teen steamboats of the largest class, and numerous 
other vessels, are now on the stocks, which will be 
ready for the opening of navigation in the spring. 

During the past year, there were eight hundred 
and ten arrivals, and the same number of clearan~ 
čes, of steamboats, and one thousand and forty- 
seven arrivals of ships, brigs, schooners and sloops, 
and the same number of cleayunces, at the. harbor 
of Buffalo, with an aggregate of six hundred and 
forty-two thousand and sixty tons. During the © 
same season there were one hundred and eight thou- 
sand passengers going west from Buffalo in steam- * 
boats. The returns of the collector of canal: tolls, 
at"Buffalo, in 1836, show an increase of seventy per 
cent of merchandise and property sent beyond: the 
State of New York through the Erie canal, and an 
increase of tolls collected there, of nearly fifty per 
cent. 4 A 

Mr. MERCER of Virginia, rose and inquired, 
whether the appropriation for Bufalo harbor was 
recommended hy the Engineer Department. - 

Mr. C. said he had so stated in the outset, and 
hat he had no further knowledge of its necessity 
than such estimate, which he again referred to. 

The following statement, which-was believed to 
be authentic, exhibits the astonishing increase of 
the commerce of Chicago and Toledo: ne 

“AtChicago,in 1833 were but four arrivals from 
the lower lakes, viz: 2 brigs and 2 schooners, say 700 
tons. In 1835 there were about 250 arrivals, nearly 
ail of which were schooners, averaging about 96 tons 
burden each, or 22,500 tons in all. . In 1836, the 
first arrival was the eighteenth day of April. From 
that time to the firstday of December, 226. days, 
456 vessels (49 steamboats 10 ships and barques, 
2 brigs, 363 schooners, and 8 sloops,) arrived, 
averaging 47,550 tons, as follows: 85 ships, steam- 
boats, barques and brigs at 350 lous each, 21,250 
tons; 363 schooners, at 190 tons each, (many. of. 
them carry 159 to 209 tons) 36,300 tons, or 57,550 
tons in all, withont including the sloops. To give 
a more concise view of the increase of. our com- 
merce, for the years above named, we place it in 
the. following order: : 
i of arrivals. 


Year No. Average Tonnage. 
1833 4 700 Í 
13353 250 22,500 

1838 456 57,550 


there are several-vessels now on the way 
which will artive here this season, we may safely 
state the tonnage at 60,000! being an increase of 
59,300 tons in three years! 

«Toledo dates its birth as a town in Tune, 1834. 
At that period, the space occupied hy. its present 
site, with the exception of one-or two small clear. 
ings, was 2 dense forest. Its population scarcely 


ou 
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amounted to 150. - Not a steamboat of the larger 
class entered ‘the Maumee river that year, except 
thé Daniel Webster, which eame in on her last trip 
in November. - But few. steamboats or schooners, 
(we havé not the means of a precise com putation,) 


` entered the succeeding year, 1835. - In 1836, from | 


‘the opening, to thé close- of navigation; there 
“were, exclusive of the small steamboats -that ply 
daily between this and Detroit, 601 arrivals, viz: 
630 ‘steamboats “and 211 schooners, averaging 
_ 118,600 tons; as‘ follows: -390 steamboats, at 250 
tons each, 97,500 tons; 211 ‘schooners, 100 tons 
“each, 21,190 tons making in all 118,600 tons.” 
Detroit, Milwaukie, Michigan City, and nume- 


rous other’ places of less importance, on the -bor- . 


ders of these lakes, are making astonishing ad- 
vances in trade, wealth, and population. It is said, 
upon good authority, that two hundred and twenty- 
three vessels. discharged catgoes at Milwaukie 
during the last season. The census of -this town 
was taken under the act of Congress organizing the 
Territory of Wisconsin, and the population was 
“ascertained to number one thousand and three hun- 
dred, where, eighteén months before, there were 
but two families. These facts are surprising, even 
to those who live in this age of wonders. Every 
where in.the'vast fertile regions of the west, the 
country is advancing with railroad velocity, out- 
stripping the calculations oi the wildest enthusiast. 
The lake coast of New York, and Pennsylvania; 
and the northern part of Ohio, have more than 
doubled in population within the last eight years, 


since the General Government began the construc. - 


tion of harbors, and Michigan has increased from 
a population of about twenty thousand, to upwards 
oftwo hundred thousand souls; from a wilderness, 
to a comparatively dense population of enterprising 
and industrious citizens. 

It is impossible, at the present day, to assign 
limits to the future population and wealth of the 
States bordering upon the western lakes. ‘Their 
productive industry, owing to the fertility of the 
soil, and other natural advantages, will soon equal 
that of any othér portion of the United States of 
the like extent. The lakes, which are the natural 
avenues for their trade, are destined to be covered 
with vessels engaged in an active and profitable 
commerce. : 

A project has been set on foot to overcome the 
Falls of St: Mary, and open the navigation of Lake 
Superior, which, it is believed, may be accomplish- 
ed at a comparatively trifling expense, as it will 
require but three locks, of seven feet lift each, and 
a canal of less than a mile’ in length. By this 
means, more than twelve hundred miles of coast 
navigation would be added to the present. 

The whole amount appropriated, from the com- 
mencement of the improvement of the harbors on 
the northern Jakes to: the close of the last session 
of Congress, was one million two hundred and 
‘ninety-eight thousand eight hundred and forty dol- 
Jars and eighteen cents. ‘This sum has been ap- 
plied to the following improvements : 


Lake ONTARIO. 


Sackett’sharbor, - č = ~ . $6,000. 00 
Improvements of the mouth of Black 

river, - - oe - - - 5,000 C9 
Salmen river, - - - - 10,000 00 
Pier and mole at Oswego, - - 149,820 87 


Improvement at Big. Sodus bay, - 
Improvement of Genesee river, - 
Improvement of Oak Orchard creek, 


116,620 09 
113,395 00 
5,060 60 


Sy $405,335 87 

Late Erw. 
Improvement of Black Rock har- 
bor, - - - - = à 
Improvement of Buffalo harbor, -° 
Improvement of Dunkirk harbor, = 


$52,098 00 
139,594 00 
62,743 93 


Improvement of Cattarauzus creek, 15,000 00° 
Improvement of Portland harbor, - 10,000.00 
Improving the harbor of Erie, ~- 97,858. 43 
Improving the harbor of Coneaut, -= 30,365 65 
Improving the harbor of Ashtabula, 48,149 75 
Improvement of Cunningham creek, 9;781 12 


Improvement of Grand river, =- + 
Improving the harbor of Cleveland, 
` Improvement of ‘Black river, - 
Umprovement of Union river,» = 


45,598 29 
62,557 15 
51,794 77 


. Improving the harbor of. Chicago, -_ 
| Improving the harbor of “St. Jo- 


33,208 71 


19,713 91 


Pier at La Plaisance bay, -0 - 
45,000 00 


River Raisin ship canal, - + 


$723,403 31 


y Laxe MICHIGAN. 


$122,601 00 


sephs, eos - =- -` =. . 20,060 00 

_ Improving. the harbor ef Michigan 
City, -  - -= -= - =” 20,000 00 
é $162,601 00` 


The expenditures mentioned in: the above tabu- 
lar statement, it should be borne in mind, are for 
works extending along a coast navigation of 
twelve hundred miles, where, prior to 1828, no 
good harbors existed on the main land, except at 
the extremities of Lake Erie and Lake Ontario. 


‘Then, atrip from Buffalo.to Detroit was considered 


‘as dangerous as crossing the Atlantic—vessels 
being often compelled, by sudden storms and ad- 
verse winds, when they had.nearly reached the 
place of destination, in ořder to avoid being 


wrecked on the coast, to put back, and make the ° 


port from which they had sailed. New, vessels of 
all descriptions cross Lake Erie with almost as lit- 
tle danger as they ascend the Hudson. The 
change has been wrought by. the appfopriations 
alluded to. Already twelve good harbors have 
been created on Lake. Erie, and three on Lake On- 
tario. These have been generally made by re- 
moving the bar at the entrance of the harbors, and 
by constructing piers of wood and stone to break 
the force of the waves, and prevent the accumula- 
tion of sand and gravel in the channels. This 
experiment has proved entirely successful. The 
object of the appropriations now asked for is, in 
must cases, to make these structures permanent; 
in some few others, it is to remove the bar between 
the piers. ; 

No good harbors now exist on Lake Michigan. 
This fact accounts for the destruction of human 
lives, and the loss of property, which occurred on 
those waters during the past season.. It is-com- 
puted that property to the value of two hundred. 
thousand dollars was destroyed by one storm, at 
and near Chicago, which was entirely owing to the 
impossibility of passing over the sand bar at the 
mouth of the'river, between the piers. ` The follow- 
ing extract from the message of Governor Dodge 
to the Legislature of Wisconsin, presents a clear 
and correct view of this branch of the subject: 

“The shipping interest of Lake Michigan for 
the last two years, has increased to a great,extent, 
and little has been done to protect it: Appropria- 


tions for the construction of harbors and light-houses ` 


are of the first importance to protect our commerce, 
as well as the lives of enterprising citizens on Lake 
Michigan. Many lives, and property to a large 
amount, have been lost, for the want of the neces- 
sary harbors on this lake. I would suggest the pro- 
priety of asking of Congress an appropriation suff- 


cient to cover the expenses of surveying all the ne- } 


cessary harbors on Lake Michigan, and the con- 
struction of such harbors and light-houses at the 
most eligible situations, for the security and pro- 
tection of our lake trade.” 

The following is an extract from a memorial of 
the General Assembly of Indiana to the present 
Congress, asking an appropriation of one hundred 
thousand dollars, for the improvement of the har- 
bor at Michigan City, Indiana: | 

“That, owing to its natural and relative position, 
Lake Michigan may be emphatically styled, in its 
commercial importance, the Mediterranean of 
North America. The business in this lake has in- 
creased in a ratio far exceeding that of any other 
newly-occupied navigable waters.. The amount of 
merchandise landed at the different points on the 
whole lake, it is believed, would not fall short of 
twenty millions of dollars. The amount landed at 
Michigan City alone, exceeds three millions of dale 
lays. "The. losses sustained by damage to vessels 
and merchandise on the lake during the past year, 
which mostly has been for want of harbers, has not 


been. less than # ynillion of dollars. In two years 


past, more than fifty lives haye been lost, many of: 
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„and fit the soil for cultivation. 
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them young, intelligent, and promising, who met 
with a premature and watery grave for want of 
harbors; vessels being under the necessity of en- 
countering the’ severest gales at- sea, without 


/ any other hope than that of being able to outride 


the storm!? ` 

In 1836, five millions one hundred and fifteen 
dollars and ninety three cents, as appears from the 
report of the Commissioner of the Land Office, were 
paid into the Treasury, on the sales of publie lands, 
in the state of Michigan; yet the bill-before us con- 
tains only the. pitiful sum of forty-five: thousand 
dollars.for harbors in that State. This isa narrow, 
illiberal policy, unjust to the enterprising citizens 
who have emigrated from the eastern States to settle 
and improve the public domain, and unworthy the 
character of a great and powerful empire. 

The pioneers of the west may be regarded as the 
forlorn hope in the march of improvement. Their 
lotisa life of hardship, privation and enduring 
toil, exposed alike to the dangers of savage war- 
fare, and the wasting diseases incident to all new 
settlements. They level the forest, reclaim the 
swamps, clear up and fence their farms, subdue 
They enlarge the 
bounds of civilization. They may be said to live 
not for themselves, but for their children—for the 
good of their couutry. Every consideration of 
justice, humanity, and patriotism, calls upon the 
Congress of the United States to extend to those 
hardy, brave, enterprising citizens, who first occupy 


the public lands, and convert a howling wilderness 


into fruitful fields, to the fostering eare and protec- 
tion of the Government. Open to them the facili- 
ties of trade with the commercial cities on the sea» 
board. Enable them to send the products of their 
labor to market, where they may receive in ex- 
change the commodities of the southern States, the 
manufactures of New England, the teas of China, 
and the spices of India, at such reasonable cost, 
that they may not be entirely deprived of the luxu- 
nies of Jife commen to all who inhabit the old States 
of the Union. i : 

The expense of transportation from Buffalo to 
Chicago, Milwaukie, or Michigan City, during the 
summer months, is about one dollar per barrel bulk: 
later in the season, when the weather becomes tem- 
pestuous, and the dangers of navigation increase,’ 
the price of freight advances to four or five dollars 
per barrel bulk, which, of course, becomes a charge 
upon the consumer. This. enormous charge falls 
upon those least able to bear it; it falls upen the 
settlers on your public lands. The charge for freight 
would be nearly uniform, at all seasons of naviga- 
tion, provided the harbors on lake’ Michigan were 
made accessi ble to shipping, and secure against 
storms. This would, also, reduce the rates of in- 
surance, which become, of necessity, a tax upon the 
people of the west. ` 


lt has long been the settled policy of Great Brie 
tain ta extend her commerce whenever it can be 
done with profit, and to gain a foothold by occupy= 
ing thé ground inadvance. With the manifest and 
avowed design of securing a portion of the trade of 
the rich agricultural States bordering on the lakes, 
the Parliament of Upper Canada have assumed the 
stock of the Weiland canal, so that it has becomea 
Provincial work. It is said, upon geod authority, 
that the Welland canal and locks are to be enlarged, 
80 as to admit the passage of vessels of the largest 
capacity that navigate the lakes. The British Go- 
vernment is making extraordinary exertions to 
open a navigation fer ships around-the rapids of the 
St. Lawrence, and the work is now in progress. 
This important work, which is to be constructed up- 
ona magnificent scale, it is expected, will be finish- 
ed in two or three years, ‘hen an uninterrupted 
communication will exist between the ocean and 
the western lakes for ships and steamboats of three 
hundred tons burthen. It requires no gift of pro- 
phecy to foretell, what I-do not hesitate to declare as 
my firm belief, that many gentlemen: present will 
have the gratification to see British vesselsdischarg- 
ing their cargoes at Oswego, Sodus Bay, Toledo, 
Detroit and Chicago, which were freighted with mer- 
chandize at the docks of London or Liverpool. > 

At is stated in the journals of the day, that the 
Parliament of Upper Canada have appropriated 
eight hundred thousand dollars for the constraction 
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of a raiiroad from Niagara to Detriot, which will 
form a connecting link in the chain of railroads 
chartered, or finished and in operation, from the city” 
of Boston, through Massachusetts, New York, Up- 
per Canada, and Michigan, to Lake Michigan, and 


extending westwardly from Chicago to Galena. A 
canal is also projected to connect Lake Ontario with 
Lake Huron, by a short and feasible route through 
Lake Sincoe. Sugh are the vast and magnificent 
` plans of internal improvement adopted by the only 
power on earth which can, from its local position, 
_become a competitor of our maratime cities for the 
immense trade of the fertile and productive regions 
bordering onthe lakes. It touches our national 
character, not to be outdone by our powerful com- 


petitor in. this noble field of commercial rivalry. | 


Let not the golden prize be seized and borne away 
by another, in consequence of a spiritless and par- 
simonious policy on the part of the Congress. of the 
United States. 

ft must be apparent to the most casual observer 
that Great Britain intends'to avail herself fer the 
present, and secure for. the future, the advantages 
of her position in regard to the trade of the Cana- 
das and the adjacent States. With this view the 
British Government is strengthening and com- 
pleting its system of fortifications in the Cana- 
das, which will answer the double purpose of 
maintaming the supremacy of the crown, by over- 
awing the disaffected and disloyal among his ma- 

“jesty’s subjects in the provinces, and of efficient 
defence against the arms of the United States in 
‘the event of war. f 

It is a maxim in:political economy, that a re- 
dundant population tends to weaken the State. 
The emigration of the inhabitants of the old States 
of the confederacy to the States and Territories 
stretching along and beyond the chain of western 
lakes, will long preserve that medium density of 
population so congenial to a happy and prosperous 
condition of society. It was a saying of the Empe- 
ror Adrian, “He had rather see the Empire full of 
people than riches.” Let the surplus population of 
the Eastern and Middle States pour forth into the 
valley of the Ohio and the Mississippi, the prairies 
of Michigan and Ilinois, and the mineral region 
of Wisconsin, where the labor of the agriculturist 
must reap a rich reward, and well-directed enter- 
prise can not fail to prosper. In refe:ence, there- 
fore, to the general welfare of the Union, no im- 
pediment should be thrown in the way of public 
improvements which have a tendency to encourage 
emigration, and keep down thé increase of popula- 
ticn within the old States-to proper limits. 

In the further improvement of harbors on the 
lakes, it is desirable that a system should be pur- 
sued, having due regard to the commercial facili- 
ties which will be most needed by the country as 
it advances in wealth and population. With these 
important objects in view, Lakes Huron and` Mi- 
chigan ought to be surveyed by engineers, who 
should be required to report all the statistical and 
topegraphical information they might be able to 
collect, to Congress, accompanied with a general 
plan for the improvement of such harbors as will 
best serve to diminish the dangers of navigation, 
and meet the demands of increasing trade. ‘This 
would bring the prominent points into view, and 
throw open to the public the natural avenues for 
internal commerce. Tt would, moreover, shut the 
door against those applications to Congress for ap- 
propriations which originate in a spirit of specula- 
tion, with interested individuals who seek private 
gains at the expense ofthe public. It seems to be 
generally admitted, that those points on the lakes: 
where the business of the country naturally centres, 
at the mouths of navigable streams, at the termina- 
tions of canals and railroads, do require accessible, 
convenient, and safe harbors; wherever such do 
not exist, it is believed to be the duty of Congress 
to provide the means for their construction. 

Compare the expenditures of the Gencral Go- 
vernment for cbjects of admitted national utility, in 
the new Statics, with the munificent appropriations 
for eur maritime cities; for the lroprovement and 
defence of the seaboard, and th 
foreign commerce, wherever a 
o¢ean. Look at your marble palaces 
houses, rivalling in architectural beauty and gran- 
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deur, the splendid edifices of Greece and Rome; 
look at your granite dry docks at Boston and Nor- 
folk; look at the impregnable defences of your sea- 
ports; look at your line of battle ships under cover 
in your navy yards—all constructed at the expense 
of the Treasury of the United Ststes; look at your 
Delaware breakwater, which has already cost the 
Government over fifteen hundred thousand dollars, 
and is only half completed—then tarn your eyes 
to the western lakes, and behold the unprotected 
condition of your internal commerce; witness the 


annual sacrifice of the lives of American citizens in- 


navigating those dangerous seas; the vast destruc- 


tion of property in gales and storms, owing almost . 


entirely to the want of accessible and safe harbors 
for shipping. Who can fail to perceive, at a 
glance, the great inequality which prevails in the 
distribution of the favors of the Government? the 
ed injustice of Congress towards the neglected 
u interests of the West? This unequal state 
of things should no longer exist—2 speedy remedy 
ought to be provided. The people of the West 
have the right to demand that equal and exact jus- 
tice should be done alike to all.porticns of the 
Union presenting ‘substantial claims for the consi- 
deration of Congress. They desire nothing more. 
In the present condition of our finances, with, a 
Treasury overflowing, all the various branches of 
the public service “may be abundantly provided 
for, and the leading interests of the country pro- 
tected, which fall within the constitutional powers 
of Congress, without imposing the slightest addi- 
tional burden upon the people. 

Mr. C. said he could not conclude, without ex- 
pressing his acknowledgments to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, for raising the appropriation for 
the improvement of Big Sodus bay at his own re- 
guest, from five thousand dollars, as contained in 
the original bill, to twelve thousand. The neces- 
sity of the increase was the more urgent, as an in- 
corporated company was now engaged in the con- 
struction of a canal, of large dimensions, to connect 
Sodus bay with the Erie ceanal and Cayuga lake. 
When the bar, at the entrance of this harbor, be- 
tween the piers, shall be removed to a suffisient 
depth, it will become one of the best harbors for 
shipping on Lake Ontario. The harbor is spacious, 
the water within the bar, is of sufficient depth for a 
ship of the line—the anchorage is good; it possess- 
es, moreover, the important advantage of being 2 
convenient refuge for vessels in severe gales. 


FORTIFICATIONS AT NEW LONDON, &c. 
REMARKS OF MR. INGHAM, 


Or CONNECTICUT, 

In the House of Representatives, February 24, 1837— 
In Committee of the Whole House on the state 
ef the Union, on the motion of Mr. Parks of 
Maine, to reconsider the vote of the committee 
agreeing to an appropriation of $59,000 for the 
construction of fortifications at New London, 
and $20,000 for a like object at the mouth of 
Connecticut river, in the State of Connecticut. 


Mr. INGHAM said, that as the amendment sub- 
mitted by the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means (Mr. Cambreleng) contemplated the 
construction of fortifications at two different points 
in the State of Connecticut, he was desirous of 
making a few remarks in reference to its proposed 
reecnsideration, though it was not his intention, 
at this late period of the session, to detain the 
committtee with a lengthy argument. 

The amendment embracing this appropriation, 
(said Mr. 1) had been adopted in a manner too 
decisive, he had thought, to have admitted a further 
question of its expediency. Nor was there at this 
time a solitary objection to itinterposed. Put the 
gentleman from Maine (Mr. Parks,) failing in a 
proposition to secure the construction of a similar 
work at the mouth of the Penobscot, in his own 
State, moved a reconsidefation of the vote by 
which this amendment was adopted. The gentle- 
man scarcely objected to the expediency, the im- 
portance, and even the necessity of the measure; 
indeed it would be difficult for him to find an ob- 
jection entitled te the serious attention of the com- 


gham. 
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mittee; but since an appropriation for a -similar 


work in Maine’ had been denied, thereforé’ -the 
gentleman proposed to retaliate by doing to Connec- 


- ticut the same injustice he complained of towards 
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his own State! Leaving the honorable member to 
justify this course as his own sense of proprièty 
might dictate, it-was quite certain that an. opposi- 
tion originating in such motives would hardly. com- 


mend itself to the notice of that House, and, unless © 


sustained by more weighty reasons than the loss of 
an appropriatien, fos another object, could surely 
mect with but little favor. te : 

‘The amendment under consideration provided 
for the appropriation of $50,000 for fortifications at 
New London, and $20,000 for a like object at the 
mouth of the Connecticut, as a defence to the coast, 
and protection to the commerce of that river; and 
section of the country. There was a bill before 
the House, reported from the Committee on: Mili- 
tary Affairs, embracing an appropriation for the 
construction of anew public work at New London, 
but it had no. reference to any other part ‘of the 
State. That bill also related exclusively to: new 


works not yet commenced, embracing no provision . 


for such as had fallen to decay, or those of /a more 
recent date already in progress but not completed. 
A bill, precisely identical with this, was reported 
by the same committee at the: last session, but ‘not 
acted upon; and it was at least problematical, 
whether it would ever receive the action of Con- 
gress; or, in the event of such action, whether it 
might be of a favorable nature. Bote 
In view of these circumstances, and of- the đe- 
fenceless condition of our seaboard, it was, early in 
the present session, thought advisable by one of Mr. 


Ps colleagues (Mr. Haley) and himself, to call the. 


special attention. of the Secretary of War to the 
subject. They accordingly addressed to. him a 
written communication, containing a statement, 
somewhat in detail, of the facts, and requesting that 
suitable measures might be adopted, to place that 
part of the coast alluded to in a more perfect state 
of defence. After full consideration, the Secre- 


tary made a response, by recommending to’ the 


Committee on Military Affairs, the appropriations 
contained in this amendment; that committee ap- 
proved of the recommendation, and subsequently 
transterred it to the -Committee of Ways and 
Means, whose more appropriate duty it was. to re~ 
port the necessary appropriations ‘for rebuilding Or 
repairing old works, or completing those’ already 
commenced. The measure was likewise approved 
of by that committee, who had instructed ‘their 
chairman to report the necessary appropriation: for 
carrying it into effect, by way of amendment to the 
general bill. Tt would, therefore, be seen ‘that. it 
had received the sanction of the Secretary of War, 
and of two of the standing committees of the, House, 
and he hesitated not to say, that there was not an 
item in the whole bill which had been subjected to 
an examination so rigid, or which was more fully 
sustained by the united opinions of those specially 
charged with the consideration of such subjects. - 

Nor, continued Mr. I. did this proposition: rest 
upon the bare opinions of Secretaries and commit- 
tees, valuable and conclusive, in the. opinions of 
many, as such authority. might be. A mere curso- 
ry examination of the vicinity in which it was pro- 
posed to construct those fortifications, and. of its 
former history, would alone be sufficient to satisfy 
any one that no part of the country was so destitute 
of protection, and that, with few excepticns, none 
had suffered more severely for want of it. 

The whole southern boundary of the State of Con- 
necticut from Rhode Island on the eastto New 
York on the west, bordered on the waters of Losg 
Island Sound, and, throughout the whole distance, 
there was nothing, except at New London, deserv- 
ing even the name ofa fortification; and the amount 
which had been expended even at. that point was 
comparatively trifling, compared with its vast im- 
portance. The sea-board contained, in a succession 
<f towns and cities, a dense and wealthy popula- 
tion, presenting, by their exposed situation, every 
possible “motive and facility for invasion. The 
Sound being in the immediate vicinity of the city of 
New York, and having Long Island_on the south, 
Connecticut, Rhode Island, and a part of New York 
on the north; commanding also the entrance to tha 
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‘Thames and Connecticut rivers; furnishing an out- 
-let to their commerce and navigation: and, at the 
“same time, affording, in. Gardner's Bay and, other. 
harbors, a convenient station for a naval force, has; 
as a favorite resort for ships of war always consti- 


tuted a valuable and desirable point of acquisition . 


te an enemy. Such was ‘the fact in. the late war, 
and in that of the revolution. .A superior naval 
force in the Sound was always sure to. com- 
. mand Long Island, and is thus enabled to 
occupy its numerous hays and harbors with per- 
fect security, and in full view of a densely popi- 
lated sea-board, extending a distance of one hun- 
“dred and fifty miles, with innumerable points of 
access, and destitute of the most limited means of 
defence. Indeed there was no portion of the whole 


Atlantic coast, of an equal extent, so liable to inva-- 


sion. In some sections of the country, the parts 
bordering on the sea present no motive for attack; 
at others, the approach of an enemy is prevented 
by shoals and obstacles of a similar nature; and 
where such was not the case, the dangers of an 
` open sea in the rear rendered it hazardous for ships 
of war to land an armament, and await its return. 
In that part of the coast, however, for whose pro- 
tection this amendment provided, no such difficul- 
ties existed. An eemy had simply to pass around 
the eastern extremity of the island, which, notwith- 
standing Sue very efficient means of detence at Fort 
Adams could be accomplished without. difficulty, 
take a position in almost any part of the Sound, or 
in the bays or harbors of Long Island, and there 
wait in security an opportunity to land on the de- 
fenceless shore atthe north. “By embracing a fa- 
vorable occasion, a force such as could be, without 
difficulty, fumished by. two or three ships of the 
line, might land upon the coast, obtain poss¢ssion 
of its villages, and complete any work of destruc- 
tion to which a state of hostility would point, and 
then, under cover of the night, secure a retreat. 
Their power, moreover, would not be limited to 
the immediate sea-coast. The Connecticut river, 
in the absence of adequate defence at its mouth, of 
fers a convenient channel for extending invasion 
to the interior. The navigation of the river; and 
of that section of the country which, from causes 
of frequent occurrence, was often impeded, thereby 
compelling vessels-to occupy a station within a 
Short distance of the Sound, musi ever present a 
mark of destruction impossible to be overlooked. 
The consequences of such exposure are too obvi- 
ous for detail. 


"Mr.T. said, however, he might be excused for 
alluding to the amount of property which was thus 
consigned to the forbearance of any who might 
come in the character of an enemy. The Connec- 
ticut river, alt the mouth of which it was pro- 
posed, by this amendment, to erect a small but per- 

. manent work of defence, and which ranked as the 
most important in the Eastern States, arose near the 
limits of Canada, and extended through the whole of 
New England to Long Island Sound. It was navi- 
gable for boats two- hundred and fifty miles, for 
sloops and ordinary coasting vessels to the city of 
Hartford, and for vessels of a much larger class to 
the city of Middletown, a distance of nearly forty 
miles. The valley of the Connecticut, through 
which this river passed, in fertility of soil and capa- 
bility of resources was scarcely equailed, and net 
surpassed by any country in the world; and, in ad- 
dition to the places already named, the banks of the 

_ river, from its mouth almost to the confines ef Cana- 
da, present a series of populous and flourishing vil- 
lages, whose inhabitants have embarked their capi- 
tal in a manner peculiarly exposed to hostile incur- 
sions. : f 

* Shipbuilding constituted an extensive. branch of 
enterprise to those residing within a short distance 
ofthe Sound. The manufacturing interests also, in 


that part of New England, were of superior im. 


‘pertance, and, in connection with the amount of 
‘property invested in commerce, were obviously de. 
serving of attention; 7 
-An honorable gentleman from Vermont (Mr. 
 Fiall) had thought proper to oppose this amend- 
ment as utterly unimpotiant; but, surely, a mo- 
‘ment’s consideration must. satisfy him that the 
citizens of his own State, and all others residing 
near the banks of the Connecticut, had mote than 


{ maintained. 
j is in a dilapidated condition, and has nct been gar- 
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an ordinary interest in fortifying the harbor. at its 
mouth—a conclusion at which the gentleman from 


“Massachusetts (Mr. Grenhell) had early arrived, 


and, from the time of its introduction, given it his 


efficient support. The commerce of that river, 


universal] y admitted*to be extensive and important, 
was the joint product of the States of New Hamp- 


shire, Vermont, Massachusetts, and Connecticut. . 


It afforded the only channel through which the 
various articles of domestic use arid consumption, 
and the raw material for manufactures, were car- 
ried to. the centre of New England; and through 
which, in return, the produce of the country found 
a market in the Atlantic and West India ports. 

Such, said Mr. I. were the interests, and such the 
section of country, which would be left exposed to 
plunder and destruction, in case of a war, should 
the motion of the gentleman from Maine prevail. 
They had been referred to more in detail than he at 
first intendad; but, without some definite informa- 
tion, gentlemen from other States could not be pre- 
sumed to have such an intimate acquaintance with 
simply local factsas would enable them to do jus- 
tice to the question. The exposed condition of 
property in that region was not merely imaginary. 
It was a fact, undoubtedly familiar to gentlemen 
from the east, that the want of suitable‘ defence at 
the precise point contemplated, had been the occa- 
sion of severe suffering to a portion of the people 
of Connecticnt. During the late war with Great 
Brittain a detachment from the British squadron, 
then in Long Island Sound, entered the Connecti- 
cut river under cover of the night, passed up a dis- 
tance of eight miles to a flourishing village on its 
right bank, and before sunrise the next morning 
burnt twenty-one sail of vessels, many of them 
large and valuable merchant ships, and all private 
property, which ordinary prudence on the part of 
the Government would have furnished with ade- 
quate defence. The value of property thus de- 
stroyed, in less than two‘hours, was more than suffi- 
cient to have constructed a fort and garrisoned it 
during the whole war; and the question now re- 
curred whether, with millions of surplus, which 
Congress had tasked its wisdom in endeavoring to 
dispose of, they would appropriate this comparative- 
ly small sum for the protection of so large a branch 
of the commercial interests of the country. 
` A similar state of affairs might again produce 
similar, or, indeed, far more disastrous results; and 
he trusted that a full consideration of its importance 
would satisfy gentlemen of the necessity of some 
legislative action upon the subject. 

Mr. I. said he would request the indulgence of 
the committee for a few moments to the remaining 
point contemplated by the amendment—the harbor 
of New London, at the mouth of the Thames.. In 
the repart of the Chief Enginecr, communicated to 
this Ffouse.on the 30th of March, 1836, “New 
London harbor” is said to be “highly important to 
the commerce of Long Island Sound; and as & port 


of easy access, having great depth of water, and. 


easily defended, is an excellent.station for the na- 
vy. itis valaable, also, as a shelter for vessels 
bound out or home, and desirous of avoiding a 
blockading squadron off Sandy Hook.” Indeed, 
sir, said Mr. I. this harbor is one of the most eligi- 
ble for ships of war on our maritime frontier, and 
would be invaiuable to an enemy invading that 
part of the coast. Irtis, or, in more appropriate 
terms, ought to be, defended hy Forts Griswold and 
Trambull. he latter is an- old and imperfect 
work, though in a state of tolerable preservation, 
and is situated on the west side of the harbor, near 
its mouth. At that place a garrison is constantly 
Fort Griswold, on the opposite side, 


risoned since the late war. From its elevated po- 
sition itis a work of superior importance; com- 
manding not only the city and harbor of New 
London, but a direct approach to its adjunct, Fort 


| “Trumbull. - While the defence and security of this 
| harbor have always been admitted a matter of pri- 


-mary importance, comparatively nothing has been 


done towards effecting it. In June, 1313, the fri- 
gate United States, and her prize, the Macedonian, 
entered the harbor for protection. They were 
closely putsued by a British squadron, under Com- 


modore Hardy, which was met at the mouth of. 
the river and kept in check until the ships could be - 
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removed a greater ‘distance up the river, and 
there moored in saféty.. The ‘farther advance 
of the British squadron. was, for several 
days, restrained, through apprehensions of dan- 
ger from the two forts, whose real and ab- 
solutely defenceless condition was not discovered 
by them until some time subsequently. But the fact 
is material, as. exhibiting the necessity of such 
constructions, and the probable safety that would 
have resulted from them in a state of perfect de- 
fence. The inhabitants of the immediate vicinity 
were more thoroughly apprized of their true condi- 
tion, Lest the enemy should land in. sufficient 
force to obtain possession of the blockaded ships, 
the militia were called out in their defence, and the 
citizens of Connecticut may always recur with 
pride to the readiness with which that call was 
answered. Itis a fact in history, which reflects 
upon them the highest honor, that when the public 
armed ships of the United States were left defence- 


_ less within their limits, they relinquished political 


hostilities, never before equaHed in bitterness, and 
united in defending them. The presence of those 
ships within her territory produced dangers, annoy- 
ances, and invasions, which Connecticut, in every 
probability, would otherwise have escaped. At- 
tacks upon our villages, the plunder and destruc- 
tion of private property, and constant alarms and 
skirmishes with the enemy, were, through the want 
of suitable fortifications, the consequence of pro- 
lecting the national vessels. But they were pro- 
tected, and retained in security, until the close of 
the war. Our claims for these services have been 
sleeping in the public archives for more than twen.. 
ty years, neglected and forgotten, and,'sir, these are 
the services, and these the militia, which you have 
this day solemnly voted never to remunerate, 

Large appropriations have been expended by 
the General Government in the construction of for- 
tifications at most of the important stations in the 
Union, but it is a source of regret to find the State 
of Connecticut so entirely overlooked. 

The amount appropriated by the Federal Go- 
vernment, from 1791 to 1833, for fortifications in 
Massachusetts, is $607,698 46. In the State of - 
New York, $3,504,412 15, and. in the State of 
Rhode Island, from 1791 to January Ist, 1837, 
$1,220,268 40. By reference to the expenditures 
for similar objects in Connecticut, it will be found 
that, during the same period, they amaunt to only 
$79,196 29. ` Including the appropriations for 
the present year, this discrepancy is still fùr- 
ther increased. A bill on your table which, 
liberal as it is in expenditures in other States, 
I shall still vote for, believing them to be expen- 
ditures which the defence of the country require, 
contains a further appropriation of $100,000 for 
Fort Adams at Newport, and a similar amount for 
Fort Schuyler on Throgs point, New York. But 
the question naturally arises, why this difference 
exists? why Rhode Island, with a sea coast of only 
about forty miles in extent, shares’ so liberally in 
the public favor, and Connecticut; with more. than 
ninety miles of coast, more exposed in situation, 
and containing interests at least equally demanding 


- attention, obtains no share in those distributions. 


In reference to the expenditures for these objects, 
in the States alluded to, I wish not to be misunder- 
stood. ‘Their public utility and importance is read- 
ily admitted. The objection is to another branch 
of the subject; to that partial legislation, which can 
see the necessity of fortifications in one State, and 
become conveniently blind when its attention is di- 
rected to another. ` 

It is indeed true, as suggested by gentlemen dur- 
ing the discussion, that a work of this description 
can be of no great practical utility in time of 
peace; but the same is true of one half of thenavy, 
and the greater part of the fortifications throughout 
the country. The whole system is one of precau- 
tionary measures, adoped in anticipation of future 
events, which, whether they are ever to ocewr, is 
a matter of contingency, ; 

[The debate was renewed when the bill came 
into- the House, and, on Mr. I’s motion, the whole 
clause was again taken up, and thg item of $50;000 


‘for New-London agreed to, and is now incorpora- 
. tedin-the bill. It is due also to Mr. I. to state 


that the foregoing speech, as it appears, has not ug- 
dergone that gentleman’s revision._Rzr.] 


Mar. & Feb. 1837. 


INDEPENDENCE OF TEXAS, 


REMARKS OF MR. NORVELL, 
Or MICHIGAN, ` 
In Senate, March 1, 1837—The resolution of Mr. 

Waker, in favor of the immediate acknow- 

ledgrnent of the independence of Texas, being 

under consideration. 

Mr. NORVELL said, that somewhat more than 
two monihs ago, the President had transmitted a 
massage to the Senate of the United States, con- 
cerning the civil, political, and military condition 
of Texas, and its relations with Mexico. In that 
message he observed the following passage: “It is 
truc, that with regard to Texas, the civil anthority 
of Mexico has been expelled, its invading army de- 
feated, the Chief of the Republic himself captured, 
and all present power to control the newly orga- 
nized Government of Texas annihilated within its 
confines. But, on the other hand, there is, in ap- 
pearance at least, an immense disparity of physi- 
cal force on the side of Mexico. The Mexican 
Republic, under another Executive, is rallying its 
forces under a new leader, and menacing a fresh 
invasion to recover its lost dominion. Upon the 
issue of this threatened invasion, the independence 
of Texas may be considered as suspended; and 
were there nothing peculiar in the relative situation 
of the Uhited States and Texas, our acknowledg- 
ment of its independence, at such a crisis, could 
scarcely be regarded as consistent with that prudent re- 
serve with which we have heretofore held ourselves 
bound to treat all similar questions.” It is true, sir, 
that this second invading army has not penetrated 
into Texas. It is true that not a hostile foot is to 
be found in Texas. But itis equally true, that the 
late Chief of the Mexican Republic has been re- 
Jeased from imprisonment by the Texan Govern- 
ment, and that he has returned home. Itis proba- 
ble that this course was agreed upon by both of the 
contending parties, with the understanding, that if 
public sentiment in Mexico should be found to au- 
thorize it, the Mexican Chief would himself recog- 
nise the independence of Texas. If no such un- 
derstanding had taken place, was it certain that 
another invasion of Texas, more formidable than 
the first, would not be attempted? In either event, 
it would be more prudent, more wisc, more con- 
sistent with the delicate relations which exist be- 
tween the United States and Mexico, to wait until 
we can see the result of the return to that country. 
.of the Mexican Chief, before we venture upon the 
decisive measure of recognition, and of throwing 
additional embarrassment into the way of a peace- 
ful adjustment of our serious differences with Mex- 
ico. ‘The policy of this Government, with regard 
to foreign nations, and to the domestic contests 
which take place among them for power, has, from 
the time of Washington to the present day, al- 
ways been cautious, prudent, and strictly impar- 
tial. We have waited until their new Govern- 
ments had acquired, stability, and were placed 
beyond the probability of change, before we 
recognised their independence. 

The Executive of this country could not, it 
would be remembered, be induced to acknowledge 
the independence of the Spanish American Repub- 
lics, until they had carried on their struggles with 
Spain for several years; and this, too, when we 
had no serious differences to adjust with that 
monarchy. The contest for Texan independence 
has not been going on for more than about one 
year. We have, at this time, difficulties of great 
magnitude with the Republic of Mexico. The 
Senate, two days ago, unanimously voted against 
the adoption of any hostile measure towards that 
republic. And could they now, consistently with 
that vote, prematurely commit the peace of the 
nation? Could they now honorably take advantage 
of the weakness and distractions of Mexico, and 
recognise the independence of Texas, without 
knowing what course the Mexican Chief himself 
would take on the subject? Would this be mag- 
nanimous? A short delay would remove all diffi- 
culty.. This delay would not be inconsistent with 
the indulgence of all our sympathies for the 
Texans. Ina month or two, we should learn the 
views of Santa Anna in relation to Texas. In the 
mean time the Executive, charged with the foreign 
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act according to circumstances, upon his awn re- 
sponsibility, with respect tc the acknowledgment of 
Texan independence. This course would be in 
harmony with the action of the cther branch of 
the Legislature on the subject. They had made an 
appropriation to enable the President to send a 
diplomatic agent to Texas, whenever he should 
receive satisfactory evidence that she was actually 
an independent power, and deemed it expedient to 
senda minister to that country. Mr. Norvell, 
therefore, submitted a substitute to the original 
resolution, declaring “that whenever information, 
satisfactory to the President of the United States, 
should be received, that Texas has in successful 
operation a civil Government, capable of perform- 
ing the duties, and of fulfilling the obligations, of 
an independent power, it will be expedient to ac- 
knowledge the independence of that Republic.” It 
would, he said, be observed, that while the lan- 
guage and spirit of his amendment were similiar, in 
most respects to the resolution adopted at the last 
session on the same subject, there was this mate- 
rial variation in the amendment from the resolu- 
tion: that was an abstract declaration; this de- 
volved upon the President the responsibility of de- 
eiding when such a state of things might exist as to 
justify the recognition of Texan independence. 
The amendment wouid obviate the necessity of 
delaying this recognition until the next session of 
Congress, if, in the judgment of the President, it 
could be safely and wisely made before that time. 


CONNECTICUT MILITIA CLAIMS. 


REMARKS OF MR. INGHAM, 
Or CONNECTICUT 
In the House ef Reprecentatives, February, 1837— 

Upon the motion of Mr. Tovcry to amend the 

Army Bill, by inserting a clause for the payment 

of the claim of the State of Connecticut for the 

services of her militia during the late war. 

Mr. INGHAM said that, although that was a 
question of more than ordinary interest to the peo- 
ple of Connecticut, as involving a claim of that 
State upon the General Government of nearly one 
hundred thousand dollars, it was, in his judgment, 
quite as important to know whether Congress 
would constantly refuse to pay a demand against 
which no serious objection could be raised. The 
claims of Massachusetts, resting on precisely ana- 
logous grounds, had been recognised ax.d paid, but 
no disposition had been shown te meet those of 
Connecticut; and he was desireu’ of having the 
question settled, whether Connecti.ut was entitled 
to the same justice which ha’ peen dispensed to 
Massachusetts and other Stars. The claim was 
for services rendered by the militia, and disburse- 
ments made,during the late war with Great Britain. 
By a resolution of the last session, it was referred 
to the Committee on Miltary Affairs, which re- 
ported a bill for its liquidation and payment; and 
the amendment, which was proposed and lost in 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and which was then under consideration, was a 
literal transcript of the substantial parts of that bill. 

But, said Mr. 1. it was asserted by the honorable 
gentleman from Tennessee that this amendment 
could not be incorporated into this bill. That, in- 
deed, was a new discovery, for there was no rule 
of the House opposed to it; and, in point of fact, 
that very bill had been so amended, both in the 
Senate and in the House, as to make provision for 
the payment of the Tennessee volunteers in 1836, 
or, in other words, to pay the militia of ‘Tennessee. 
The two cases were, in principle, perfectly analo- 
gous; and the only tangible difference between 
them was, that the demand of Tennessee originat- 
ed within the last twelve months, while those of 
Connecticut had been of twenty-two years stand- 
ing. The bill appeared to be competent for meet- 
ing the claims of the Tennessce volunteers, and 
when the amendment for that purpose was offered, 
no such objections were heard from the gentleman; 
but when it was proposed to satisfy other claims by 
a similar amendment, the gentleman immediately 
discovered that such a proceeding wag not in order. 
They had been told that it was proper to provide in 
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been subjected to the examination of the Commit- 
tee of Claims. True, and the claim cf Connecti- 
cut had been subjected to the examination of the 
Committee on Military Affairs. They were both 
standing committees of that House, and equally 
entitled to its confidence and respect. The objec- 
tion, at best, was a mere matter of form, and if it 
was intended to act npon the subject at all, a more 
suitable opportunity could net be presented. 

Gentlemen have said that they were ready to meet 
this claim whenever the bill reported hy the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs shculd come up in its 
order. But wherefore not meet itat once? The 
claims of other States had been transferred to, and 
incorporated in, the bill under consideration, in- 
stead of being suffered to remain on the calendar, 
and come up in their order, and where could exist 
the validity of the objection against the claim of 
Connecticut taking the same course? It was weil 
understcod by every member there, that unless the 
amendment should be incorporated into the bill, 
the subject could not possibly receive the action of 
that Congress. Mr. I. hoped, therefore, ihat he 
should hear no more said about taking wp this 
claim in its order, and especiaiiy by gentiemen who 
proposed to be friendly to it. 

It was said by the gentlemaa from Kentucky, 
(Mr. Hardin,) that about $260,008 were appropri- 
ated at the last session of Congress to improve. the 
harbors within the State of Connecticut, and that 
she was “a favored State.” It would he difficult 
to see the precise bearing of this fact, even if it 
were correctly stated, upon the question before the 
House. It was true that Congress did, at the last 
session, so far open its eyes to the neglected condi- 
tion and just claims of Connecticut, as to appro- 
priate about $55,000, not $200,000, as stated by 
the gentleman, to advance the interests of com- 
merce in that State. What was meant by the 
declaration that she was “a favored State,” Mr. 
I. knew not, unless it was an act of favor to refuse 
payment of her honest claims upon the. General 
Government, which had been due more than 
twenty years. a 

But the gentleman did not stop there. He had 
asserted that the Executives of some of the New 
England States, during the late war, withheld the 
command of their militia, when in the service of 
the United States, from the officers of the United 
States, and that he would never consent to pay for 
the services of militia under such circumstances; 
and the gentleman said he wished to know if this 
claim was not cbnexions to thal objection. fir, 
(said Mr. I) I will advert to the histery of that 
claim; and, when I shall have done so, I greatly 
mistake the character of the honorable gentleman 
if he himself would not be willing to voie for its 
payment. 

During the first year of the war, bute tittle ex- 
pense had been incurred for the defenec of that 
State; but, in June, 1813, the frigate ‘ United 
States,” and her prize ‘the Macedonian,” were 
driven into her waters for proiection, by a superior 
naval forceof the enemy. They were removed a 
short distance from the Sound to a place of greater 
security, where they remained uniil the close of 
the war. The coast, throughout its whole extent, 
was immediately laid under a strict blockade, which 
was rigidly enforced until the peace of 1815, 
There was imminent danger that the enemy would 
debark in the vicinity of New London, pass over 
land to the ships in the river, and destroy them: 
To prevent such ancccutrence, the militia:were 
immediately called outin suificicnt foree, placed 
under the command of a brigadier general in the 
service of the United States, and- posted om both 
sides of the river, between the British squadron 
and the ships. In consequence of this movement 
these vessels were preserved; but the enemy soon 
commenced the pillage and destruction of private 
property. Numerous vessels were taken in Long 
Island sound, and in. April, 1814, a great amount 
of shipping was destroyed in Connecticut. river. 
In August of the same year, an attack was made 
upon the village of Stonington. The skilland 
gallantry with which the place was defended, were 
matters of history, and required no commendation. 
The commerce of the State was guspended, and 
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almost entirely prostrated, from June, 1813, to the 
close of the war. It was one of the most gloomy 
periods of their political history. Differences of 
opinion as to wen, and the course of policy 
pursued by those in power, greatly embarrassed 
the administration ef the General Government. 
The militia, however, with the most patrioti 
tives, rallied for the preservation of the public pre- 
perty—the ships of war. They did preserve them. 
They were saved from recapture and destruction 
by the enemy through their patrictic efforts. They 
devoted their time, they expended their money, and 
they hazarded their lives, for the protection of 
the property and henor of the nation. The 
enemy were compelled to recede, and tne ships re- 
mained in security until the clese ofthe war. The 
great and wanton destruction of private property, 
during that period, wes jevtly attributable to the 
fact, thet the national vessels cccupied the waters 
of that Siate, and were defended by her militia; 
yet (said Mr. I.) they asked no compensation for 
the vast amount of individua? loss and suffering, 
but simply remuneration 2 r services rendered, and 
disbursements actuallynade, in defending oar ships 
of war, vhen they were unable to defend them- 
selves. A more meritorious chim could cot, in 
his opitsion, be imagiaed. lt had subsequently, 
in 1816, been presented to the Government for al- 
lowanee, with all the vonchers and evidenres in its 
support; but was rejected, for the reasons stated by 
the goatleman from Kentucky, and which he [Mr. 
Inghe mj would now Lrietly consider. 

The militia in question had been called into ser- 
vice under a requisition of the National Execniive, 
and commanded by an officer of the National Go- 
vernment, until the 12th of Sepiember, 1814, 
when the command was assumed by a major 
general of militia, under the Executive of the 
State. 

No change, however, occurred in the plan of 
operations, but the campaign was properly and 
successfully conducted. ` 

lt was (he said) well known that 2 difference of 
opinion existed between the chief Executive of the 
Union, and the Executives of several of the New 
England States, in reference to the true construction 
of the 3d section of the Ist article, and the 2d sec- 
tion of the 2d article, of the Constitution of the 
United States, relating to the militia of thé several 
States when called into the actual service of the 
United States. An opinion was entertained, by 
many of the distinguished jurists in New England, 
that the militia of the States, when in the service 
of the United States, should continue to be com- 
manded by their own officers, and not by those of 
the General Government. This opinion was em- 
braced both by the Executive of Massachusetts, and 
by the Sepreme Court of that State, to which the 
question had been submitted. Assuming such to 
be the true construction of the Constitution, 
the Governor of Massachusetts refised to submit 
the militia of that State to the command of the 
officers of the General Governmest.: The Go- 
vernor of Connecticut, having also adopted similar 
views, accordingly on the 12th of September, as 
already stated, transferred the command of the 
militia near New London to a major general of 
that body. The Executive of the United States 
properly resisted such a forecd construction of the 
Constitution, and refused to allow any claim for 
the services of militia rendered under circumstances 
of that character. Ata subsequent date, however, 
when the asperity of party contests had, in some 
measure, subsided, Mr.: Monroe, at that time 
President of the United States, was induced, by the 
solicitations of the State of ‘Massachusetts, then 
urging her claim, to review the subject, and though 
he strictly adhered to his former construction of the 
Constitution, under which the claims of Massa- 
chusetts and Connecticut had been disallowed, yet 
in view of the modified toae of public sentiment, 
and the disclaimer by the then Executive of the 
former State of the principle maintained by his pre- 
decessor, he thought it advisable to waive the 
obligation. In a special message upon this subject, 
communicated to Congress on the 23d of February, 
1824, he says: 4 ° 
_ “I have been led to conclude, on great considera- 
hon, that the principles of justice, as well as a due 
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or our Union, require 
that this claim, in the extent proposed, should be 
acceded to. Essential service was rendered, in the 
late war, by the militia of Massachusetts, and: with 
the most patriotic motives. Itseems just, therefore, 
that they should be compensated for such service 
in like manner with the militia of the other States. 
The constitutional difficulty did not originate with 
them, and has now been removed. It comporis 
with our system to look to the service rendered, and to 
the inlention with which it was rendered, and to 
award the compensation accordingly, especially as 
it may now be done without the sacrifice of princi- 
ple. The motive, in this insiance, is the stronger, 
because weli satisfied I am,.that, by so doing, we 
shall give the most effectual support to our repub- 
lican institutions. No latent cause of discontent 
‘will be left behind. The great body of the people 
will be gratified, and even thosc who now survive, 
who were then in error, cannot fail to see, with in- 
terest and satisfaction, this distressing occurrence 
thus happily terminated. I therefore consider it 
my duty to recommend to Congress to make pro~ 
vision for the settlement of the claim of Massachu- 
setts, for services rendered in tae late war by the 
militia of the State, in conformity with the rules 
which have governed in the settlement of the 
claims for services rendered by the militia of the 
other States.” 

Upon the communication of that message, and 
also upon a memorial from Massachusetts, Con- 
gress proceeded to the consideration of the subject, 
and, after the most mature deliberation, adopted 
the views of the President, determined to allow the 
claims, and au act was accordingly passed provid- 
ing for their settlement. Under that act a great 
preportion of them had already been paid, and it 
only reinained for Congress, in the present inslance, 
to follow the same course of proceeding, and Jeave 
no furiber sources of jealousy or comnlaiut. The 
two cases Were, in all respects, precisely parallel, 
and the objections to them the same. Massachu- 
setts and Conreciicut had proceeded together in 
their difficuliies with the General Government, and 
were, nearly at the same time, found to entertain 
different political sentiments. He was not (he 
said) and never had been, one of those who ap- 
proved the peculiar opinions that had given rise to 
those difficulties, but he believed that no considera- 
tion of that nature ought to influence him, or any 
other member of the House, in determining the 
merits of this claim. Advertiung once more to the 
character of the claim, he wonld no longer detain 

The Conneciicut militia were not 
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called into service by State authority, but under a 
requisition of the President; and the motives 
with which that call was responded to; the nature 
of the services rendered, their importance in secur- 
ing the national properiy from destruction, were 
all facts which could not fail to commend their 
claim to the most favorable attention of Congress. 
It had never been met by any legislative enactment, 
but was rejected by the President rather on the 
ground of expediency than positive law. The 
only objection ever offered to their validity had 
been waived by him who was principally instru- 
mental in raising it. It had been abandoned by 
the President, and the payment of similar claims to 
the State of Massachusetts had been’ directed by 
Congress, After some further remarks, Mr. I. con- 
cluded by expressing a hope that, in the room of 
any further delay, the amendment under considera- 
tion would be adopted. 

[The amendment was adopted by the House, 
engrafted on the bili, which was passed, and having 
been concurred in by the Senate, subsequently be- 
came a law.] j 


OF MR. HUNTSMAN, 
Or TENNESSEE, 

In the House of Representatives, Jiarch 2, 1837—~ 
On the acknowledgment of the independence of 
Texas, and an appropriation for a Minister to 
that Republic. 3 
Mr. HUNTSMAN said: Mr. Chairman, I niust 
apologize to the House for requesting their attention 
for a short space of time, while I attempt to dis- 
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abuse the people of Texas from ‘he vast contumely 
and misrepresentalion (unintentional, no doubt) 
which have been thrown upon thera by the honora- 
ble gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Masen,) and the 
honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
Hoar.) Sensible as I am that neither of the hono- 
rable gentlemen would knowingly, or intentionally, 
either injure or misrepresent the Government or an 
individual of Texas, it becomes the more necessary, 
on my part, to present such a body of facts to 
Congress as will explain the original cause of the 
settlement of American citizens in Texas, the in- 
ducements and cuarantees held cut to them, the 
obligations imposed upon them, und a historical 
detail of the rise, progress, and operation of those 
causes of complaint, of oppression, injustice, and 
despotism, which were practised by the mother 
Government, which created the late civil wars 
in Texas, and which finally led to the establishment 
of the indepencence of those provinces. The 
high character which both of the honorable genile- 
men have in this House and elsewhere, for talents 
and intelligence of the first order, would at onse 
forbid the attempi, on my part, to measure strengt 
with them in political discussions upon any sub- 
ject, when such fearful odds are arrayed sgiir st 
me. But, sir, with one single advantage on'y, 
I will peril myself in this conflict. 1 hold the 
sword cf Truth in one hand, and the eternal prin- 
ciples of Justice in the other. With these I will 
go forth, conquering and to conquer; and I will 
not only promise the gentlemen themselves, but all 
mankind, and as many of the ladies as are here to 
listen to me, that they have been intsinformed, 
deluded, and wholly mistaken, in the history and 
facis appertaining to the connection, and final 
separation, of Texas and Mexico. They have 
been misinformed in regard to the character of the 
emigrants to that country, the motives of their ac- 
tion, and the wrongs they have suffered. Many of 
them I know personally; many of them are iny 
friends—have been my constituents; are equal, in 
point of talents, respectability, and high-souled 
patriotism, to any gentleman on this floor. Many 
who have gone to that country have been members 
of Congress, of State Legis|xtures, judges of courts, 
or occupied other high stations under this Govern- 
ment. I cannot consent to class these with the 
outlaws, the profligate, the banditti, and fugitives 
from justice, which the gentleman from Obio seems 
to suppose constitute the mass of population in 
Texas. Task that gentleman to distrust his infor- 
mation; if he has registered upon his memory the 
facts in relation to Texas that he has disclosed here 
to-night, I beg him to blot them out for ever. That 
no trace of them be left, I sol'cithim togo to the 
other branch of this Legislature, where the ex- 
penging process seems to be in operation, and 
have every particle of it expunged secundem artem 
from his mind. 

I live in a section of the country convenient to 
Texas, where the intercourse between us is quite 
frequent; where our communications are uninter- 
rupted; where many of the friends, relatives, and 
connections of my constituents have locaied them- 
selves, and I claim the right to know something of 
the nature and character of the whole controversy. 
As time is precious, I will run ranid!y over the main 
facts in relation to this matter, with the hope that when 
the House shall be put in full possession thereof, 
neither the acknowledgment of the independence 
of Texas, nor a salary and outfit for a Minister, 
will be withheld from that country. Antecedent 
to the establishment of the imperial Government 
under Iturbide, in May, 1822, and while these 
colonies were struggling for independence from the 
yoke of old Spain, many Americans engaged in the 
Mexican service, to aid and assist in achieving that 
independence for the South American provinces, 
which was achieved. For these services the new 
Government had nothing to give, but promised 
those enterprising Americans large bounties of jand. 
Amongst others of that day (who fought in the 
iexican wars) of my acquaintance, there is one 
deserving of particular mention, I mean Colonel 
Reuben Ress of Tennessee. I believe he was a 
naiiveof Virginia. He hada colonel’s commend in 
the Mexican service, and went through many hard 
fonght battles with the royal forces, and upon one 
memorable occasion, when he was in command 
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in an engagement, the various evolutions which are | 
frequent in battles brought him in contact with the 
commander of the royal forces, both on horse- 
back. The intrepid and gallant Ross, whose soul 
burnt high with patriotism and noble daring, at- 
tacked the Don in single combat. The Spaniard 
fell, and Ross lost a finger. The Government of 
Mexico awarded him a large body of land in 
Texas. He was my constituent: he lived then in 
a district I had the honor of representing in the 
Senate of Tennessee. Afier the independence of 
the country was established, and the authority of 
old Spain had ceased, Colonel Ross procured his 
grants for the lands, and upon his return home he 
was treacherously murdered, with most of his com- 
pany, in the Mexican dominions, by those same 
Spaniards whom he had so long and so nobly 
fought to make free. I mention this fact to show 
that many of the Americans fought for the Mexi- 
cans then, as well cs they have fought for the 
Texans since-——that theselands were dearly bought. 
I could, if time would permit, cite many daring 
deeds of valor performed by Ross and. others, 
which equal the battle of Jacinto, the Alamo, or 
any other, against the armies of old Spain Icon - 
tend that the Mexican Government has Jess reason 
to complain of an interference by volunteers from 
the United States, and of the propriety of our ac- 
knowleigment of the Texan independence, than 
any people upon the face of the earth. It was pre- 
cisely what she implcred of our citizens in her con- 
test with old Spain. She sought the aid of our 
citizens to fight her battles. She scusht our sym- 
pathics and cur prayers for her success. She 
sought an acknowledgment of her independence 
while the royal arinies were yet in some portions 
of the country, and in possession of some of the 
strongest forts. She obtained it all, - And, presup- 
posing that every word of complaint which has 
been so dolefully nitered by the gentlemen from 
Ohio and Massachusetts, in yegard to our enter- 
prising young men secking service in the armies of 
Texas, is true, itis no more than was solicited, accest- 
ed, and sanctioned with great joy by the Mexicans, 
upcen precisely a similar occasion between them 
and old Spain. Mexico was extremely willing to 
receive the voluntary aid of our enterprising men 
then; but, like the lawyer’s ox that was bored by 
the bull of the farmer, i alters the case now. 

But to proceed with the history: revolution suc- 
ceeded revolution in the South American provinces 
and Spanish North America. In May, 1822, Gen. 
Iturbide, by fraud, force, and the assistance of the 
catholic priesthood, (who are in all countries more 
opposed to republican government and the liberty 
of man than any other sect,) established an im- 
perial government, and was chosenemperor. The 
cxampie of our Goverament, which lay contiguous, 
and the germs of liberty which began to sprout from 
an imperfect knowledge of our institutions, and an 
intermixture with a few of our men in their armies, 
in a short time produced another revolution. Itur- 
pide was dethroned, a sentence of banishment was 
passed upon him; he went into exile, returned, was 
taken captive, and shot. 
the people; a republican constitution was formed, 
modeled in most all of its leading principles in im- 
itation of that of the United States; notwithstand- 
ing this, he had to encounter civil wars, conspiracies, 
treasons, and rebellions, during all his administra- 
tion. Pedrasso, elected successor to Victoria, was 
in a short time deposed by Guerrero, who in 
his turn was deposed by Bustamente, and at length 
he was deposed and driven into exile by the modern 
Napoleon of the south, Santa Anna, who had wad- 
ed through seas of blood and mountains of carnage, 
and the perfidy of the priesthood, to empire. He 
abolished the Congress of the Republic by a mil- 
tary decree, organized a tribunal composed of his 
own creatures in its place, merely to register his 
despotic decrees. He abolished the local legisla- 
tures, established military and arbitrary tribunals 
in their place, abolished the trial by jury, and settled 
down in a complete despotism of the worst kind, 
because it was a military one. To this prostration 
of the constitution that he had sworn and fought 
to support, the overthrewing of a government of 
iberty and laws, the abolishment of the trial by 
ury, and the establishment of a military despotism, 
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the people of Texas objected. There was much of 
that Anglo Saxon blood, descended from that im- 
morta] band of Englishmen who took their honor in 
one-hand and their sword in the other, and obtained 
magna charta from King John. 

Santa Anna being enraged at the thought of re- 
sistance to his decrees from a few thousand Texans, 
when he had fought and conquered through millions 
until the imperial diadem was ready to be placed 
upon his head, swore utter extermination from the 
face of the earth of all the inhabitants of Texas, and 
particularly of the North American or Anglo Saxon 
race, not even sparing the women and children. 
With this view he started for Texas at the head of 
his hosts, to execute his infernal purpose. But, 
Mr. Chairman, it becomes necessary for me to leave 
him upon the road to Texas, and return to that 
gallant people, for the purpose of bringing up their 
history from where I left it, in the hands of the gal- 
lant Ross, before the establishment of the empire, 
under Iturbide. It will be held in remembrance 
that Ross and others received grants for their servi- 
ces performed against the royal forces of Old Spain, 
before the acknowledgment of the independence cf 
Texas. During all the civil wars and convulsions, 
conspiracies and rebellions, that took place in the 
Mexican republic, from the establishment of their 
federal constitution, in 1824, the Government had 
been inviting foreigners from every country to go 
and settle in Texas, and carry as many families as 
possible; every inducement was held out fo invite 
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ed for this purpose. The reason for this proceed- 
ing was obvions. Being torn to pieces by civil and 
central revolutions, which, succeeding each other 
in rapid succession, their finances were exhausted, 
their armies were wasting away in civil wars, their 
convulsions were so quick and terrible that they 
could not spare either men or money te defend the 
frontiers against ihe habitual attacks of t 3a- 
manche and other hostile Indian tribes. Such a 
scourge had those Indians became to the frontier 
settlements and to Texas, that they at pleasure over- 
ran the Spanish towns and villages, took the inha- 
bitants into captivity, and made servants of them. 
In other instances these hordes of barbarians would 
take possession of the frontier towns, compel the 
inhabitants, who were large owners of stock, to go 
and drive up their own horses, mules, and cattle, 
until these Indians would select all the most valua- 
ble of them, and drive them off, after committing 
acts of rapine and murder of the most atrocious 
character upon the inhabitants, and no help could 
be received from the Government at Mexico. 

These enormities were repeated year after year, 
and no prospect of better things were in anticipa- 
tion. To stop those lawless excursions of plunder, 
murder and robbery, to beat back those ferocious 
barbarians, and protect the Spanish citizens who 
were the annual victims of rapine and Violence, 
the Mexican Government adopted the only prac- 
ticable mode of affording that relief that she had 
in her power to render. It was tomake large grants 
of land to citizens of the United States, who would 
either pay money at a stipulated price into their 
empty coffers, or who would settle down with 
one, two, three, or four hundred families upon 
those lands, and defend the country from the sa- 
vage inroads. : 

I personally knew of some companies who were 
organized in Tennessee. They elected their repre- 
sentatives, sent them to the city of Mexico, publicly 
and notoriously, without any guile, fraud or cir- 
cumvention, to negotiate this business. I will men- 
tion the names of three of these representatives or 
ambassadors, who were despatched upon this mis- 
sion: Col. Andrew Erwin, whe had been for a num- 
ber of years a member of the North Carolina and 
also Tennessee Legislatures, and a gentleman of 
considerable talents and experience, together with 
Doctor Douglass and Col. John D. Martin, a law- 
yer of high standing. They went, as well as the re- 
presentatives from other companies, to the city of 
Mexico, and remained some months upon the busi- 
ness of this mission. 

After a full examination of the constitution of 
1824, establishing a federal government, with full 
guaranties for the perfect enjoyment of life, liberty, 
and property, and a toleration of their religion, and 
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other rights ahd immunities similar to our own, a 
number of purchases were made, -mostly for: the 


| consideration of obtaining settlers upon these lands. 


Grants were issued. The grantees procured settlers 
and emigrated to the country. Immediately upon 
these events, the savage roamed no longer in hostite 
array over the plains of Texas. They were beat 
back into their own boundaries. The tomahawk 
and scalping knife rested from their labors. The 
Spaniard sat down under his own vine and fig tree, 
and enjoyed his property and the fruits of. his in- 
dustry in peace. The Anglo Saxon blood which 
had got into the country was a perfect guarantee 
against lawless depredation. The settlers furnished 
their own guns, their own provision, their own am- 
munition; the Mexican Government did not even 
furnish so much as one fliat to aid in this matter. 

But the frontier settlements were secured, when 
Bustamente undertook to overthrow the liberties of 
his country, in one of the many Mexican revolu- 
tions. Santa Anna declared himself the champion of 
the constitution of 1894, the defender of the Federal 
Government. He had previous to that defeated 
the last mad expedition that had been ‘sent out by. 
old Spain to subjugate the South American provin- 
ces. He became the hero of Tampico. The patri- 
ots of Mexico looked to him to pat down the tyrant 
Bustamente. The Texans hoisted his Sag—it wes 
considered then the flag of liberty—they took two 
forts with their rifles, and left Santa Anna to cpe- 
rate in the centre, without having a foe in their coun- 
try. He did operate; he deposed Bustamente. 
But, to the great mortification and disappointment 
of all the friends of liberty throughout the world, 
he got into power under pretence of patriotism, and 
instantly overturned the constitution of his country. 
He started to rivet the chains of despotism by 
abolishing free government, and substituting a 
military one, inthe manner I hefore relisted. He 
came. The splendid defence of Col. Fanning, in 
destroying nine hurdred of Santa Anna’s men with 
less than half that number, and placing hors de 
combat several hundreds of others, will live immor- 
tal in story; and notwithstanding the warrior and 
his brave little band have sunk into the tomb by the 
blackest treachery, instead of the force of the Spa- 
niard’s prowess,yet ages unborn will drop a tear of 
admiration and sympathy upon the tombs of those 
immolated heroes as they pass the fated spot. 

Next in order is the Alamo, where the brave 
and gallant Crocket, with his one hundred and fifty 
compeers, headed by himself and Ccl. Travers, made 
a defence against five and twenty hundred Mexi- 
cans, which would do honor to any general in any 
age. And although they fell, they feil like the 
strong man of old; they pulled down the. pillars: of 
Santa Anna’s strength with them; for that immer 
tal little band destroyed fourteen hundred of the 
enemies of liberty, and shed a lustre of immortality 
around their names which will secure them the 
brightest page in history. Their heroic deeds will 
be told in poetry and song to generations yet un- 
born, and the blood that was shed at the Alamo 
will generate millions of men, to fight the battles of 
freedom throughout the world. 

A brilliant feat is yet to follow. Houston and his 
ammy was alive, and the God of battles was with 
them. ‘The battle of San Jacinto soon followed, 
which sealed the tyrant’s fate, redeeming a county 
from bondage, and proved to the world that tyranny 
and oppression cannot prevail against that indomi- 
table Anglo Saxon spirit which is now pervading 
the whole earth. ; 

I have, Mr. Chairman, given a brief history. of 
the rise and progress of the Texas settlgment and 
revolution, and placed the relations in wich Texas 
stood to Mexico in a fair point'of view, so that it 
may be understood by the House. I shall, as 
briefly as possible, answer some of the objections 
that have been made by the honorable gentleman 
from Ohio and. Massachusetts to any immediate 
action upon this subject. The gentleman from 
Ohio seems to suppose, first, that the people of 
Texas should have wa@ted longer, and petitioned 
the Mexican Government for a redress of grievan- 
ces; and secondly, that our Government should give 
notice to Mexico, before we acknowledge the inde- 
pendence of Texas. I will examine these points in. 
the order they are presénted. The Texan Govern- 
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ment selected one of her favorie sons, Austin, 
whose father had obtained large grants in Texas, to 
go to Mexico, for the express purpose of petitioning 
for a redress of gr.cyances, and such modifications 
in the local government as suited the, condition of 
the people, and which it would have been honora~ 
ple to Mexico to grant. But, behold, she placed the 
agent in irons, kept him near twelve months in con- 
finement; and no person could cerry a petition, 
unless at the risk of his life, or incarceration in a 
dungeon. An order had already been issued to dis- 
arm the people of Texas, preparatory to their over- 
throw. The approaching crisis was too manifest 


and plain; and if I had been a Texan, I should not - 


have carried a petition for a redress of grievances, 
when the certain reward was a pair of handcuffs, 
and the four walls of a prison. 

The second point my friend from Ohio has pre- 
sented for our consideration is, that we should give 
notice to Mexico that we intend to acknowledge the 
independence of Texas. This is certainly a new 
theory. . There is no precedent upon earth for it. 
The United States acknowledged the independence 
of all the South American provinces, without giv- 
ing any notification to Old Spain in regard to it. 
France, Spain, Holland, and the balance of the 
European Governments, acknowledged the inde- 
pendence of the United States, without notifying 
England thereof. We have only to look to the 
Government de fecto, as has been most abundantly 
proven by my friend from North Carolina, (Mr. 
Bynum,) and are only bound to consult our own 
jaterest, discretion, and honor. Whenever we 
conelude that a Government is, in fact, indepen- 
dent, and is capable of fulfilling its obligations as 
a nation, to the rest of the nations of the earth, we 
can acknowledge her independence without violat- 
ing the law of nations, or any moral obligation. 
Franee, Spain, and Holland acknowledged our in- 
dependence before it was achievedentirely, and we 
acknowledged the independence of Mexico while 
the royal armies of Spain were in possession of the 
strongest forts in the country. I assert, sir, there 
is not now a Mexican foot that can tread upon the 
Texan soil. There is not one opposing man in the 
country. Texas, at this day, is more free than 
Mexico was when she received our acknowledg- 
ment, or than we were when we received that of 
France, Spain, and Holland. But the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. Mason) complains that it is too 
soon—that Texas has not. been independent long 
cnough. J answer, that [have read much in the 
law books about the statute of limitations, barring 
certain remedies respecting private rights, and 
sometimes in relation to publie concerns of a mu- 
nicipal character; but I have never read in any 
book that the statute of limitations can be brought 
to bar an acknowledgment cf the independence of 
a nation; and I will venture to assert, that it can be 
found nowhere unless it is in Mason's Reports. 
The gentleman is mistaken in another position. 
The President of the United States did issne orders 
to all the proper authorities of the Federal Govern- 
ment to see that the laws of neutrality were execut- 
ed, and which prohibited the American people from 
engaging in the war between the Mexicans and 
Texans. So faras he was concerned, he fulfilled 
the law; but if the adventurous men of the west 
had thought proper to engage in this war, five hun- 
dred thousand men could not have guarded all the 
passes on- a coast which is, by land and sea, a thou- 
sand miles long. . It is useless to think of it. If 
adventurous men thought proper to engage in this 
revointion, without the authority of Government, 
there is nota man in the United States, I appre- 
hend, who supposes thar to be a cause of war with 
Mexico, Are not large armies of volunteers, both 
from England and France, at this moment engaged 
in the civil wars of Spain? How many foreigners 
cagaged in the late revolution in Greece! Have not 
the Swiss troops been hired by every nation in Eu- 
rope who would employ them? Yet this is no cause 
of war against their Government. It is trae that 
war might grow out of that or any: thing else; but 
itmight grow eut of any thing else as well as that. 
It cannot be seriously contended that, by the law of 
nations, it is a cause of war, and will not, I am 
sure. ay 

I will now fake up. the objections of the gentle- 


R man from Massachusetts, and dispose of them in 
their order. I have always listened to that gentle- 
man with pleasure, and often with profit I am 
confident his ear has been greatly abused by the 
slanderers of Texas. He supposes that an unau- 
thorized set of freebooters or outlaws have seized 
upon Texas; that the profligate and the spendthrift 
and fugitive from justice, constitute the population. 
I might have mentioned that the colonies settled by 
Austin, Robertson, Leftwick, and many others which 
were purchased in the manner I have before relat- 
ed, are men of the first respectability in this or 
any other country, some of whom would do honor 
toa seat on this floor, and will rank high. as 
the benefactors of the freemen of Texas. These 
men carried many families of respectable standing 
to that country, to comply with the conditions of 
their respective grants. It is understood to be a 
fine soil, delightful climate, and admirably adapted 
to the cultivation of sugar, cotton, and many of 
the tropical fruits. It isa country where a man 
of industry can better his condition; and therefore, 
these settlers and grantees went there by express con- 
tract. with the Mexican Government, and not as 
usurpers in any respect whatsoever. 

It seems, however, that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts has learned from some source, which 
he considers satisfactory, that Texas has not, of her 
own soldiery, more than three hundred men, and 
that it was impossible for her to support her inde- 
pendence without foreign did. I think that gen- 
tleman has been greatly misinformed as to this 
matter. At this time, she has five thousand 
men; but for the present, I will consider it in that 
point of view. I lay itdown as a position that is 
incontrovertible, and which has been demonstrated 
by all history, that it does not depend so much 
upon the number of men to defend their rights, as 
it does upon that intellectual and moral force, and 
indomitable spirit, which determines that it wil] not 
submit to oppression and tyrany. Three hun- 
dred men, imbued with this spirit, are equal 
to a host. It was three hundred men who 
marched with Leonidas to the pass of Ther- 
mopyle, and met and for days defied Xerxes 
at the head of four millions of men; for days they 
arrested the progress of the greatest army Asia 
ever saw. This little Spartan band destroyed mul- 
titudes of their enemies, and but for treachery, 
would have destroyed multitudes more. Alexan- 
der the Great, with thirty-five thousand men, be- 
came master of all Asia, containing three hundred 
millions of people. The celebrated retreat of the 
ten thousand Greeks, has been the theme for poe- 
try and song for many centuries past. The battle 
of the Alamo, of San Jacinto, and others, will be 
ranked, by posterity, as the marvellous events of 
the age, and will take their station in the chrono- 
logical events of the times. But my friend from 
Massachusetts seems to entertain a contemptible 
opinion of these three hundred Texan soldiers. As 
contemptible as they may be, I declare, most so- 
Jemnly, that I had rather be in their situation than 
in that of the eleven thousand Massachusetts militia 
who marched all around their own capital, during 
the last war, and would not fight atall. I should 
now, notwithstanding the gentleman and myself 
are getting to be old men, like right well to be 
placed at the head of these three hundred Texans, 
and place the gentleman at the head of the same 
eleven thousand militia men, and let us take a bout 
or two. I am of opinion that, while his eleven thou- 
sand would be philosophising upon constitutional 
scruples, and upon boundary lines, my men could 
play the game of decapitation to such an extent as 
to solve all constitutional scruples upon the subject. 
I would learn him not to despise numbers; for we 
are taught that the battle is not always to the 
strong, nor the race to the swift, but that the Lord 
of hosts has some direction in these events; and, so 
far as human eyes can see, there has been a most 
signal manifestation of it in favor of Texas. 

It.appears that the gentleman from Massachu- 
Setts:is dissatisfied with the number of ships and 
guns that constitute the army and navy of Texas. 
1 sbail try tọ prove by a physical, rather than a 
logical, process of reasoning, that Texas hasa thou- 
sand ships and fifty thousand guns. 1 go upon the 
principle that enough is equal to a million, and 
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that a part is equal to the whole. With the three 
ships and twenty-nine guns which the gentleman 
from Massachusetts assigns to Texas, they have 
whipped and taken all the Mexican vessels that 
dared to venture upon the coast. Therefore, they 
have precisely enough, and enough is equal to one 
thousand ships and fifty thousand guns. 

What I have said, Mr. Chairman, has been for 
the ear of those who have thought less, and per- 
haps examined less, upon the subject of Texas than 
I have. Many have gone from my district, and 
settled in that country; some of them have laid 
down their lives in battling for their rights; others 
have relations yet remaining, who feel intensely 
for those who -have gone there. This qrestion 
must, and will, be disposed of at this session in 
some way. : We cannot expect to satisfy all. It 
is needless to wait for that. If we were to wait 
until the morning of the resurection, many here 
would not vote for the recognition. Other, and 
far different, motives than the situation of the con- 
tending parties, will govern the action of a por- 
tion of this House. There are some who feel 
somewhat aristocratical by nature, and have no 
right good will for republican forms of govern- 
ment any how. There are others, in the North 
and East, who think that an annexation of Texas 
to the United States might probably follow a recog- 
nition of her independence, and that the balance 
of power would be thrown in that direction. 
Others are fearful it will be a slaveholding coun- 
try. We may as well meet the question at once. 
It has to be met, and that shortly. No one can 
possibly suppose that Mexico can ever reassert her 
power in Texas. If I were permitted to use the 
language of the heathen mythologists, 1 should 
say that an assembly of the gods had congregated 
for the express purpose of taking into consideration 
the wrongs and oppressions inflicted upon Texas, 
and that a decree had been registered in high 
heaven that Texas shall henceforth be free, sove- 
reign, and independent. 
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REMARKS OF FAIRFIELD, 
Or MAINE 
In the House of Representatives, March 2, 1837—On 
the bill making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
year 1837; the question pending before the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
was on the amendment of Mr. Peyton of Ten- 
nessee, proposing to create a new office, the in- 
cumbent of which should be called the Superin- 
tendent of the Public Deposites, and who should 
have the management of the correspondence and 
business of the deposite banks with the Treasury 

Departrnent. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD said that though he was not 
accustomed to making long speeches in this House, 
he had taken notes of the speech of the gentleman 
from Tennessee, (Mr. Peyton,) and had intended 
to reply to him at length. Butas it was near 4 
o'clock in the morning, and as much impatience 
had been manifested by the few members remain 
ing in the House, he felt that he should be doing 
injustice, both to himselfand them, to commence 
a speech at that time. He would also add that all 
necessity for it had been obviated by the able vin- 
dication by the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. 
Hamer,) of the majority of the select committee, 
and of the resolves which they had adopted, as the 
result of its investigation, under the order of the 
House. He wished, however, to say a word or 
two in relation to that part of the gentleman’s re~- 
marks which applied to himself personally. And, 
he said, he must confess that at some of those re- 
marks, he felt that degree of indignation which 
every honest man should feel, when he considered 
his veracity questioned. But, he was happy to be 
relieved from the pressure of these feelings, by the 
subsequent qualification of his (Mr. Peyton’s) re- 
marks. [Mr. Peyron again rose, and said that he 
wished it to be distinctly understood that he had not, 
in any remarks he had made, intended to impute 
wrong motives to the gentleman from Maine.] Mr. 
F. said- he was glad of the explanation, and 
felt bound to suppress the remarks that he had at 
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first intended to make. Inasmuch, however, as the 
gentleman from Tennessee had questioned theaccu- 
racy of his (Mr. F’s) recollection, and the probabili- 
ty of his having used the epithets which had been 
attributed to him in the testimony of Mr. F. he 
felt it to be his duty to say a word in repiy. He 
would not advert to those circumstances which went, 
in his estimation, to render it probable that those 
epithets had been used, for it might perhaps excite 
feelings which he had much rather see allayed. 
He had no unkind feelings to be gratified towards 
the gentleman from Tennessee, or any other human 
being. He would, however, inquire for a moment 
into the relative positidns occupied by himself and 
that gentleman. It had been said that it was 
strange, he (Mr. F.) should have sat down, and 
committed such a string of epithets to writing. The 
reason fur committing his recollection of the facts 
to writing, had been fully explained in his 
testimony, and he trusted that they would 
be deemed satisfactory to every eandid mind. 
He had understood that the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Wise) had, while he, (Mr. F.) was 
not present, made a statement of facts as to 
the unhappy occurrence in the committee room 
between Mr. P. and Mr. Whitney, and had called 
on the other members of the committee to make 
statements also. Not knowing how soon, or under 
what circumstances, he might be called on to make 
his own statement, he (Mr. F.) thought it would be 
well, while the facts were fresh in his recollection, 
to put them upon paper. He did so without con- 
sultation with any of the members of the commit- 
tee; and feeling an anxiety which he thought would 
be natural to all, under similar circumstances, to 
know how far the recollection of otherscorresponded 
with his own, he hadshown it to several of the other 
members of the committee; and, as he had slated in 
his testimony, was pleased to find that he was sup- 
ported by them. If there was any thing wrong in 
all this, he could not sce it. It certainly was not 
done in a spirit of unkindness to the gentleman 
from Tennessee, or the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Wise,) and with his present views he should 
do the same again. The principal question, how- 
ever, was, as to the truth of this sta'ement; or 
rather, in reference to the remarks of the gentle- 
from Tennessee, as to the probabiiity of its cor- 
rectness. And here he would ask if it had not 
been fortified and confirmed by the testimony of 
the gentlemen from Alabama, Ohio, and New 
York? There certainly was no contradiction be- 
tween them in the slightest particular. And, in 
regard to the testimony of the chairman, (Mr, 
Garland,) who had been called by Mr. W. his wit- 
ness, he (Mr. F.) would ask, if there wasnot a sub- 
stantial agreement with all the other witnesses? 
Now, what is there against all this concurrent tes- 
timony? The recollection of the gentleman from 
Tennessee, who was a party to the transaction. 
He (Mr. F.) would ask the House to recur to the 
statement of the transaction, made by the gentle- 
man from Tennessee on the 4th of February last, 
and see. how it would compare with the testimony 
of the chairman who had been called by him as a 
witness. Jt was to be supposed that it was intend- 
ed for a full statement, one containing the whole 
truth; and yet how very far does it fall short of the 
testinsony of the chairman, comprising scarcely a 
tithe of it, to say nothing of the testimony of the 
other witnesses. And now, standing thus, may it 
not well be inquired whether the attempt comes 
with a very good grace from the gentleman from 
Tennessee, to impugn the accuracy of his (Mr. 
F's) recollection? But, however, that may be, he 
was willing that this House, and the country, 
should decide between them. He would not ques- 
tion the motives of the gentleman from Tennessee— 
the inquiry was simply as to the accuracy of recol- 
lection. And he would also here take occasion to say, 
with the gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. Martin,) 
that he did not impugn the motives of the gentle- 
man from Tennessee in regard to the investigation 
which had been principally prosecuted by him 
through the select committee. He had no doubt 
put that the gentleman had been misled and de- 
ceived. That he had been acting on information 
which had turned out to be false. And here he 


must be permitted to say, notwithstanding the i 
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! day’s sitting. L 
plain of any course that this honorable body may 
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strong expressions of the gentleman from Tennessee 
—that he did not see how any one, unbiased by poli- 
tical considerations, could find any confirmation of 
the resolves adopted by the committee, in the evi- 
dence in the case—that for his part he could not see 
how any one could come to any other conclusion 
from the evidence, unless he were laboring under 
some strange hallucination of mind. But as the 
members were worn down and almost exhausted, 
having been in session about nineteen hours, he 
would forbear entering more fully into the subject. 

The resolves adopted by the commiltee were as 
follows: 

1. Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, That 
the several banks employed for the deposite of the 
public money, have not all, or any of them, by 
joint or several contract, employed an agent to re- 
side at the seat of Government, to transact their 
business with the Treasury Department. 

2. Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, That 
no agent for the transaction of business between 
the deposite banks and the Treasury Department, 
has been employed at the request, or through the 
procurement, of said Department. 

3. Resoived, as the opinion of this committee, That 
the business of the deposite banks with the Trea- 
sury Department is not conducted through any 
agent, but is transacted directly with the Secretary 
of the Treasury, or some officer of the Depart- 
ment. 

4. Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, That 
no agent, in any way connected with the public 
deposites, Since the removal of said deposites from 
the Bank of the United States, has received any 
compensation from the Treasury Department. 

5. Resolved, as the opinion of this commitiee, That 
several of the deposite banks have employed an 
agent to reside at the seat of Government, for the 
purpose of receiving and transmitting information 
affecting the interests of said banks, both from the 
Treasury Department and other sources, and trans- 
mitting public documents. ‘That that agent is 
Reuben M. Whitney, who receives such salary 
from said banks as they annually deem his servi- 
ces worth. 


INDEPENDENCE OF TEXAS. 


SPEECH OF “R. BYNUM, 
iy Norra CAROLINA, 

In the House of Representatives, 1837, in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union— 
On an amendment to the bill containing appro- 
priations for the civil list, proposed by Mr. 
Tuompson of South Carolina, to defray the 
expenses of a diplomatic agent to the Republic 
of Texas, which involved the consideration of 
the independence of that Government. 

Mr. BYNUM said that he had arisen on the 
present occasion to address the committee with 
feelings of peculiar diffidence, arising from a full 
consciousness of his own incompetency to do any 
thing like adequate justice to the magnitude of the 
considerations involved in the very important 
question, which was then before the committee. 
He would gladly have deferred entering into a 
discussion involving so many considerations, until 
another day. The lateness of the hour (eight 
o'clock at night) precluded the possibility of a fu'l 
and impartial investigation of the various topics 
that, that subject necessarily involved. 

He had hoped that the committee would have 
consented to rise, reported the bill to the House, 
and obtained leave to set again; but this it had 
refused to do, and the friends of the measure then 
before the House, were compelled to enter on the 
discussion of this most important subject, whether 
prepared or unprepared to do it that justice which 
its importance imperionsly demanded. He had 
always felt the deepest reluctance to obtrude him- 
self upon the attention of that House, or its com- 
mittee, and he felt doubly more so on the present 
occasion, knowing the state of feelings that all 
parts of the committee must at that time experience 
from the tediousness. and fatigue of one whole 
Sir, (said Mr. B.) 1 will not com- 


dcem it fit to pursue on this or. any other subject in 
relation to myself. I have my duties td perform 
here, asa member of this body, and shall endeavor io 
do them, as I have ever done, in as well as out of 
this House, openly, fearless, and, I hope, indepen- 
dently; and should I in the discharge of those du- 
ties, in the course of my remarks, become tedious, 
or use any thing personally offensive, it would 
arise from the peculiar attitude which the course 
of the committee has forced me to assume, and 
not from any intentional feeling, on my part, to 
inflict any wound on the feelings of that body, or 
any of the humblest members-of it, if there be any 
more so than others, 

Now, sir, with these preliminary remarks, I will 
heg the attention of the committee to the subject 
before them. What was that subject? It is a 
simple proposition for this committee to determine 
on the existence of a cerlain fact, in relation to the 
existence or non-existence sf a certain independent 
community. The amendment proposed by the 
honorable member from South Carolina (Mr. 
Thompson,) was for the appropriation of a certain 
sum for the outfit and salary of a diplomatic agent 
to be sent to the independent Republic of Texas, 
and for the expenses of running the boundary 
line between the United States and the Government 
of Texas; which proposition involved in its decision 
the affirmation or negation of the existence of an 
independent community or Government in the ter- 
ritory of Texas. 

He was truly glad that the House had at last 
been placed in a situation from which it could no 
longer escape from acting upon asubject so indis- 
pensably necessary, as well for the honor and high 
character of this Government, as for its. true inter- 
est and national policy. e 

He had regretted, and had looked on with pain 
for some time, in witnessing the part that the ma- 
jority of that House had been playing off on that 
subject during the greater part of the last session, 
and the entire part of this session up to the present 
moment. While he felt incapable of lecturing the 
House for any course it might in its wisdom pur- 
sue upon that or any other subject, yet he must 
confess that he, as well as the greater part of those 
who had observed the progress of this measure, had 
looked with disgust and indignation on their truck- 
ling, skulking, and shrinking from this question, 
which had been so much evinced, whenever any 
matter touching it had been called up there. If 
there was any thing either odivus or alarming in its 
agitation, he for one bad not had the astuteness to 
detect it. Why, then, this sudden timidity? this ex- 
traordinary precaution on the preseut, more than 
en every similar occasion? What was there novel 
or unprecedented in passing on the present proposi- 
tion? If a stranger had been present, and were to 
judge from the course that certain honorable gen- 
tlemen had pursued, whenever an intimation had 
been made, near or remote, touching the present 
subject, he wouid have instantly eoncluded that it 
must have been one of a most extraordinarily novel 
nature, conjured np, too, perhaps, by the spirit of 
some foul demon, whose touch threatened little less 
than our political annihilalion. Sir (said he) such, 
a course on such a subject, he was free to confess, 
augured, to his mind, the most inauspicious results. 
Efe saw nothing to justify itin the conduct of poli- 
icians whose object was a straight-forward course, 
and fair dealing. : . 

The people of this conntry were too intelligent 
to have cternally played off on them this game of 
political shuttlecock. : ; ; 

There was a time at which, when nations and 
politicians, as weil as individuals, should assume 
the responsibility of their acts. This dodging and 
evasion of important questions, 18 net the true 
character of the American Congress; it is not im pur- 
suance with the high-minded and iJusirious exam- 
pies given us by the patriots and staren ot for- 
mer days. It was not of them, to shife off the re- 
S onsibility of meeting any questions however mou- 
mentous. They had never shrunk from tke asser- 
tion of a fact, that they knew to €xht. Sir, he 
said, let us have no more of this? for the honor and 

lignity of our common country, if not for its poli- 
cy and interest, let us net seek io avoid by eva- 
sions and indirection, hat which we dare meet di- 


230 


Q4th Gone...2d Sess. 


Independence of Texas—Mr, Bynum. 


rectly. It is pusillanimous to be afraid to as- 
sert, which we know, and all mankind conversant 
with the true history of the country know, to be 
the facts. 

But, sir, is it proper that this nation should now 
decide on this simple question of fact, as to the in- 
dependent, or dependent, existence of this com- 
munity, that is now located in the Territory o 
Texas, under all circumstances. P 

I say it is incumbent on this Government to as- 
sert the fact, either negatively or affirmatively—that 
it is incumbent on this Government to do so, as an 
independent sovereignty, and which becomes ap- 
parent from the very necessity of the case. Our 
own interests require it, and justice demands it. 
Our protection and self-preservation require it; 


and J will show, independently of its expedi- | 


eney and necessityf@we had precedents and exam- 
ples abundantly set us, not only by our own nation, 
but by nearly every other civilized one in all 
Christendom. 

The necessity of recognising every independent 
community as an independent nation, as soon as 
tie fact could be ascertained, arises from the in- 
dispensable necessity amongst all other nations, of 
making them responsible for their own aets; and 
hence it is an obligation resting on the Govern- 
ment, and due from it to the people who compose 
éhat Government, to make all other communities 
responsible for their own acts, as soon as practica- 
ble; and this they cannot do, except by treating 
them as independent nations, and thereby making 
the whole responsible for the acts of ils parts. Such, 
sir, is the position now taken by every distinguished 
writer upon international Jaw; and such has pro- 
daced the necessity of immediately recognising the 
independence of every community, as soon as all 
others lose their control over it, rightfully or 
wrongfully, and are thereby rendcred no longer, by 
reason or justice, responsible for their aets. 

Now, sir, (said Mr. B.) I think the honorable 
gentlemen, who have been so violently and in- 
flexibly opposed, even to the consideration of this 
subject at all, begin to get a foretaste of the singu- 
larly awkward attitude in which, by their conduct, 
they would necessarily place their country, in their 
‘refusal 19 recognise the independence of a commu- 
nity not responsible to any other earthly power for 
ianets. Is there a statesman of intelligence in 
yor in any other country, who is not impressed 
wits tao weht and importance of this reason? to 
his mind, it was perfectly conclusive, as to the 
necessity of action, and immediate action on the 
sub This, said he, would apply, and was ap- 

plicable, to all Governments, nations, and commu- 
nites, and asa general principle, it was sanctioned 
el by reason, justice, and necessity? Yet, sir, we 
“have been gravely told, and repeaicdly too, that 
there was no necessity for the action of this Go- 
vernnrent on that subject, and by honorable gen- 
tlemen professing the intelligence and accumen of 
statesmen. Upon principles, as it regards all na- 
tions, general policy should compel us to recognise, 
under all such cases, (apart from its necessity) for 
our more beneficial and commercial relations, and 
intercourse with such communities. Such, in bis 
judgment, was the true policy, that this Govern- 
ment should pursue towards all Governments more 
indifferently situated. Yes, sir, if the Territory of 
Texas was two thousand miles distant from this 
Government, such should be the policy, that this 
Government, as a free independent Republic, should 
adopt towards it, to aet in accordance with its ne- 
cessily, with true policy, and with national law. 
But, under what additional obligations are we 
placed, when we take into consideration the many 
surrounding and peculiar situations in which the 
ease before ns presents itself by the juxtaposition 
fthe territory of Texas to that of the United 
States; by the yearly, monthly, weekly, and daily 
commercial transactions and intercourse carried on 
with that people and the people of this Govern- 
ment. Sir, if, under ordinary circumstances, the 
reason for action on such an occasion is correct, as 
he thought he had sufficiently shown, what ought to 
be the action of this House in regard to the case of 
Texas, then? If the interest of our people was 
aiorie to be consulted, the action of this body was 
necessary; it was more, it was demanded, and in- 


pispensable to the well-being and harmony of the 
commercial relations now carried on between the 
people of this country and Texas. In the great va- 
riety of business now transacted between those na- 
tions, it is natural to suppose that there has been, 
or will be, differences of opinion as to the powers 
and rights of each other, growing out of these vari- 
ous transactions between the two communities. 
Texas, or the people of Texas, may become the 
trespassers, either on the rights of our people, our 
commerce, or our soil. Now, sir, forsuch agriev- 
ance, from whom would you seek redress? This 
is bringing the question home, and within a mut- 
shell, to the plain comprehension of all. Whom 
would your Government, Mr. Chairman, hold re- 
sponsible for the outrages committed on the com- 
merce of our people, their rights, and other ‘tres- 
passes on the soil by the inhabitants of Texas? 
Would you, sir, pretend to hold Mexico re- 
sponsible for the actsof Texas now, and attempt 
to punish her for the depredations that the citi- 
zens of Texas might commit on our commerce 
er territory? Has Mexico any authority in Texas 
at this time, or has she had any within the last 
twelve or fourteen months? Has she a single ofi- 
cer, fort, army, or soldier now within the borders 
of Texas? Has she, or can she, by any possibility, 
exercise any control over the authorities, or the Go- 
vernment, or the people of Texas? Sir, not one 
particle, not one scintilla or iota‘of control or au- 
thority does Mexico now exercise in any part, near 
or remote, direct or indirect, within the territorial 
limits of the Government of Texas. ‘Then how su- 
premely absurd, how pre-eminently ridiculous, is it 
to pretend to hold Mexico responsible, and bound 
for the acts and conduct of the people of that Go- 
vernment. 

Yet, sir, such is the extraordinary condition in 
which this Government is left, by the refusal to re- 
cognize the independendent political existence of 
that Governmentat this time. Does any honorable 
gentleman not at once perceive, in what a deplor- 
able position such a ridiculous, blind, impolitic 
course places this country? But let us pursue this 
subject still farther, and observe in what it must 
terminate when carried out. Let us refuse to ac- 
knowledge the independent existence of this nation, 
and look not to that Government for redress of in- 
juries inflicted by its citizens on our people. The 
palpable absurdity of applying to Mexico has been 
already shown, as she possesses neither power nor 
authority in any part of Texas. We have refused 
to consider Texas an independent nation; and 
therefore, as a nation, she can not be responsible 
for her acts, net being considered as such by us. 
In what delimma then, do we (by the folly of our 
own acts,) place this Government. He had shown 
that Mexico, hy no principle of reason or justice, 
could be made responsible for the conduct of the 
citizens of Texas. Texas not being con- 
sidered an independent nation, cannot ke made 
liable for the conduct and acts of her 
own citizens. Then, if neither Mexico nor 
Texas is responsible for the acts of the citizens of 
Texas, who are? There was no other nation 
that had put up any pretensions to the government 
over that territory, as he had, as yet, been informed 
of. Sir, (he said,) there was but one alternative 
left for gentlemen, to escape from this dilenima: 
having shown that this pecple could not, with 
any sort of propriety, be considered citizens of 
Mexico, and Mexico made responsible for their 
acts, and this House was about to decide that there 
was no such nation as Texas, with an independent 
Government, that made her responsible for the 
acts of her own people! this Government was 
made by that decision, as the only alternative left 
to view every citizen of Texas as a pirate, marau- 
der, bandit, and lawless freebooter, subject te be 
hung on the yardarm of every ship at sea, cr 
swung to the limb of every tree in vour forests. 
Such, sir, is the unhappy result of false premises, 
when traced to their legitimate conclusions. 

Can any man, or set of men, believe for a mo- 
ment that the citizens of Texas, the armies of Texas, 
are mere freebooters, marauders, a bandittiof pirates 
and oulaws, and that this Government should treat 
them as such? . No, sir; no, sir! You cannot impose 
on the intelligent people of this country the conclu- 
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sions to which you yourselves have come, as 
will be demonstrated, this night, by your votes; 
and it will be vain and idle for any gentleman who 
has taken this absurd position, to attempt to re- 
lieve himself in future from an opposition to a mea- 
sure most irreconcilsbly at war with reason, with 
justice, and the truc policy of this Government. 

With this view of the subiect, (said Mr. B.).he 
would now undertake to examine some of the 
facts, as they related to the actual condition of 
Texas in a political point of view. The very ho- 
norable and venerable gentleman on his left, (Mr. 
Hoar of Massachusetts,) in reply to his honorable 
friend from South Carolina, (Gen. ‘Thompson,) had 
asserted that this committee should rely on facts— 
facts was what the honorable gentleman placed 
himself on. Sir, (said Mr. B.) Tam a plain mat- 
ter-of-fact man. I thank the gentleman for that 
idea. They are the facts in this case that he had 
mainly relied on to justify the epinions and senti- 
ments which he had entertained on this sul ject. 
But for his knowledge of the facis in relation to 
that snbject, his opinions might have been totally 
adverse to what they then were. Ii was upon the 
facts alone that he, Mr. B. was disposed to rest 
the decision of this question; and what were the 
facts in relation to the political condition and rela- 
tions of Texas? The President, to be correctly in- 
formed on this subject, after giving the Commis- 
sioners of Texas to understand, during our last 
Congress, that as soon as it could be ascertained 
that they had organized a de fucto Government, that 
they would be immediately recognised by this Go- 
vernment. Most prudently and wisely had he 
despatched a commissioner or agent to that Go- 
vernment, for the express purpose of ascertaining 
the exact facis, as near as practicable, of the real 
condition and situation of that Government, not 
relying on the statements of the commissioners of 
Texas, her agent or partizans, he adopted the pre- 
cautionary measure of sending one of his own— 
a gentleman well known here for his integrity and 
capacity. . 

He agreed perfectly with both of the honorable 
gentlemen from Ohio, (Mr. Mason) and (Mr. Hoar) 
of Massachusetts, that we should not be led away 
by our feelings on this subject, but should be go- 
verned by the facts. Now, sir, said he, what are 
the facts, so far as they had been able to ascertain 
them. 

He would first notice rumour and common re- 
‘port, which, in absence of all other, might be pro- 
perly received as evidence. Then, sir, what was 
common report on this subject, and which had been 
acquiesced in by all parties for the last twelve 
months, or thereabout? Have we not seen in. the 
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hat the Mexicans had been defeated in Texas, and 
that every soul of them had been driven out of their 
territory, and that they had been the quiet possessors 
of the whole country fornear twelve months. That 
the whole sea coast of both Texas and Mexico was 
now under the entire power and control of Texas. 
Such were the facts that we had learnt of all par- 
ties, and as yet were uncontradicted by any. But 
let us, as we should do, abide mostly by the evi- 
dence and facts put forth by our own witness, Mr. 
Morfit, the agent sent by the President to collect 
and report the facts to this Government. What 
said he in relation to the political condition of that 
country? 

Mr. Morfit, our confidential agent, states as fol- 
lows: “The Texans are in complete and undis- 
turbed possession of all they claim; thet they can 
at any time oppose an army of from five to eight 
thousand men to their invaders; and that they 
have a regularly organized and orderly Govern- 
ment.” This, sir, is directly at variance with the 
statements just made by the honorable member 
from Massachusetts, who was so anxious that the 
facts of this question should be considered. 

“The Congress of Mexico,” continues Mr. 
Morfit, “which is now in session, seems to to have 
exhausted all ordinary modes of raising revenue, 
and adverts to the necsssity of levying new contri- 
butions. The national power and integrity of 
Mexico seems to be lost in these domestic difficul- 
ties; and-hence Texas argues that no other army 
will be raised to cross the Rio Grande agaiust-her. 
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There is much reason in this assertion; and b 
the feebleness of the Covernment, the peop 
the provinces adjoining Texas are opposed io è 
war, as they have already snfered severely in the 
progress aud return of their own army through 
their country. Zacatecas and Chihuahua have 
manifested great desire for peace; and if the am- 
bition of a few men contending for power could 
be allayed,Mexico would be quiet and Texas f 

“ If we recur to the military incidents of Mexico, 
in which persons from the United States took part, 
even while that country was under the dominion of 
Spain, it will be seen that nearly all the conflicts 
were disastrous to her subjects, and that there seems 
to be a fatality against her that is likely to keep 
pace with all. her pretensions on this side of her 
natural boundary, the Rio Grande. As early as 
1310, the military post at Baton Rouge, whose com- 
mandant had committed many wrongs against 
Colonel Kemper, was attacked by 40 Americans 
under General Thomas, and the garrison, with 
Colonel Lossas and 120 men, subdued. The Mexi- 
cans about that time had commenced a revolution 
against Spain; and Colonel Ross, with 500 men, 
proceeded into Texas, to aid the patriots. He at- 
tacked and took the strong fortress of Goliad with- 
out any loss, aad soon after defeated and captured 
1,500 Mexicans. 'Fhis army determined upon the 
conquest of Mexico, and routed and cut to pieces 
3,000 men near San Antonio. A reinforcement of 
4,000 Mexicans assaulted Bexar, in the absence of 
the American generals; but the troops resolved to 
act themselves, and defeated the assailants with the 
loss of only three men. 

“Tn 1812, General Toledo, who had revolted 
from the Spanish Government, tack command of 
San Antonio, and, with Ress’s force of 400, and 
360 Indians, routed another Mexican army of 
4,000. These events Jed to the general revolution 
which separated Mexico from Spain; and ever since 
then, wheuever the Texans have been engaged 
ether with the Mexicans to establish a republic, or 
against them to defend it, they have almost invaria- 
bly prevailed. “In the year 1832, when the Texans 
near Nacogdoches had been aggrieved by the mili- 
tary at that post, and had ineffectually endeavored 
to procure their removal, they up arms for the pur- 
pose, and, with 250 undisciplined men, defeated 
375 regulars under General Lus Piecrus. In 1832, 
duriug the administration of Bostameate, and after 
the violation of the Fe Son ion, a detach- 
ment of 132 Texan settlers, under Captain John 
Austin, besieged and reduced the fort at Velasco, 
garrisoned Ly 173 Mexicans under Colonel Ugar- 
tichea, with great loss {o the besieged.” 

“Yn 1835, the Mexican garrison at Anahuac, 
under Captain Tenoria, surrendered to Colonel 
Travis, commanding a smaller force. In October 
of the same year, the Mexican cavalry from the 
fortress at Bexar were compietely routed. At 
Gonzales, = few wecks after, 92 Texans, under 
Colonels Bowie and Fanning feurht the battle of 
Conception, and defeated 459 Mexicans. 

‘Tue battle near Bexar was fought in ihe same 
month, and 409 Mexicans were obliged to retire, 
under cover of the artillery of the town, before 250 
Texans; and in December, the city of San Antonio 
and Alamo, defended by 1,300 Mexicans under 
Genera! Cos, surrendered to 400 Texans, command- 
ed by Colonel Milam; onthe 21st of April, 1836, 
the decisive battle of San Jacinto was fought, in 
which Generai Santa Anna, with 1,300 men, were 
defeated by Geaeral Houston, commanaing 783; 
and on the 24th of thesame monti, all the Mexican 
forces retreated beyond the frontiers of Texas. 
This concluded the second campaign, and thence 
it is said,‘ a new epoch in her history was dated.” 

Here, siv, is the evidence of our own witness-— 
such are the facts, that the confidential agent of 
cur own Government communicates to the Execu- 
tive. Is he to be believed, or is he not? We have 
rejected the evidence of the commissioners cf 
Texas, and called on one of onr own. Will you 
now discredit. your own witness? Will you at- 
tempt to do it? Sir, youcannot. In the most or- 
dinary courts of justice no man is permitted to dis- 
credit his own witness. Now, sir, what isthe evi- 
dence of this witness of our own Government? 
‘Why, that “ Texas is a regularly organized Go- 
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vernment, axd is in fal aad successful operation; 
that sh. has expelled her invaders, and is in com- 
plete possession of cvery foot of territory that she 
claims,” and is thereby, by al: intents and purposes, 
made the de faclo Government. These are the facts 
to which T would cesil particular. attention of 
honorable gentlemen who are so much disposed to 
try this subject by the facts; these are facts and 
evidence put forth by ovr own witness, and it is too 
late now to atten.pt to discredit him. 

From the whole tenor of Mfr. Morfit’s report, it 
docs appear to me mos! clear that Texas is the de 
facto Government, and that every syliable cf it goes 
to show the entire improdabiity, if not the utter im- 
possiblity, of Mexico ever reconquering Texas. 
From the brief history that he has there set forth of 
these contending parties, it is impossible for any 
impertia! observer to doubt Jonger of the utter im- 
practicability of Texas ever becoming egain un- 
der the dominion ‘of Mexico. This fact no man 
can doubt who will read that report;—itis clear, 
lucid, and impartial, and speaks of facts alone, and 
not of rights. 

Tt was upon these facts, that he now called on 
that House to act, without regard to any supposi- 
titious, hypothetical theories. It was the facts on 
which he bad relied, and on which the committee 
should rely for the character of their action on that 
question, and he thanked most respectfully the 
honorable gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr 
Hoar,) who had so particularly invited the particu- 
lar attention of the committee to the facts, to which 
he had referred; he thought an attentive perusal 
of them, would leave but one impression on the 
mind of ever honest impartial reader, who would 
take the psins toexamine them. But, said he, if 
there had been reason to doubt the statements that 
were contained in Mr, Merfit’s report, the occur- 
rences andcvents that had taken place since, were 
amply sufficient to remove them. What had they 
heard ever since the battle that had been fought at 
San Jacinto, which had rendered imperishable the 
fame of Flouston, and spread over the fertile fields 
of sunny Texas, a blaze of immortal glory? You 
haye heard it divged in your ears, day by day— 
weekly and monthly, that Texas oucht not 
immediately to be recognised. That Mexico 
was re-assembling trcops to invade, and over- 
rur, as by one fell swoop, and depcpulate 
the entire province of that little hand of de- 
voted patriots, whose deeds of noblest valor alone 
had won for them a country andahome. But, 
sir. what had been the progress and march of these 
Mexican myrmidons? at one’s foul footsteps 
had yet pollated that soil, rendered sacred to liberty 
by the valor of self-expatriated heroes, whose deeds 
have often ectipsed those of Greece and Rome, in 
the proudest days of their glory and renown? No, 
sir; not a Mexican soldier has dared fo re-enter 
Texas since thei“ entire defeat and discomfimre on 
the plains of San Jacinto. The defeat and capitu- 
lation of Santa Anna was decisive cf the fate of 
Texas, and may be justly considered the birthday 
of this newborn Republic. Sir, (said Mr. B.) would 
to God I had a talent for eulogy: this night wonld I 
attempt to de justice to the memory of those noble 
spirits, whose deeds of gallantry have shed such a 
lustre around the name of Texan. Where now are 
your Brevos and Bustamentes? What one has yet 
shown himself within the jurisdictional limits 
Texas? Have not the armies of General Bravo 
been dismissed, or, rather, have they nc: deserted, and 
refused to recross the Rio del Norte? Are they not 
in a wretched state of revolt and privation, and des- 
titute at this moment of every means necessary for 
the subsistence of an army of successful operation? 
If the public journals of either country are to be 
credited, they are. Thelast accounts from Mexico 
bring us information, too, that the whole country is 
likely to declare in favor of Santa Anna, whostands 
pledged himself, doubtless, by his own solemn acts, 
not to invade Texas again, but te recognise her inde- 
pendence. These eve H concur to eorrober 
and strengthen the stat nts of facts set forth by 
Mr. Morfitt, in his report to the Executive. Then, 
sir, how is it possible that any intelligent man can 
longer doubt, with such facts and corroborating 
eircumstarces staring him in the face, of the inde- 
pendent existence of a de facto Government in Tex- 


as? Lic did not feel disposed to doubt the sincerity 
of henorable gentlemen there, though he thought 
there were adequate grounds to do so, when they 
saw fit to go so directly in the face of both facts aud 
circumstances tending directly to the contrary, to 
which he too would most earnestly request the. re~ 
collection of honorable gentlemen on that occasion: 

The honorable gentlemen from Massachusetts 
and from Ohio, however, had doubts, and rep- 
robated the idea of the independence of Texes 
being acquired by renegades, plunderers, and 
marauders, that had fled from justice in their 
own countries, and seemed to lay much stress 
upon their. being Jand-pirates, speculaters, &c.; 
althongh, he knew, the charge, as it related to nine- 
een-twventieths of that people, was entirely gratuit- 
ous and unfounded. he was willing, for the time 
being, and argument’s sake merely, to grant it. Its 
fallacy, he would show, was too palpable not to be 
detected by the most superficial observer. What, 
he asked, had that house or this nation to do with 
the moral characters of the armies of either Texas 
or Mexico? Who could stand ep there, and say 
the one was more debased than the other? Wha: 
were the armies of Mexico, but convicts and press» 
men of every hue, from the tawny mustizee down to 
the sable sambo ? The filth of every prison and dun- 
geon in Mexico had been emptied into Texas, led 
on by bandits, that knew no law but that of plun- 
der. He hoped that house would never descend so 
much as to undertake to decide on the moral char- 
acter of the armies of any nation. 

What if every man in Texas was a common 
highwayman, or robber, if you choose, or even as- 
sassins, that could net, nor should not, effect this 
question ; noi even if they were ten times more 
debased than ihey had been described. The ques- 
tion was one of mere fact as to their independence, 
and in deciding that, we had nothing to do with 
their morals, color, or complexion; which, he im- 
agined, none doubted would compare with that of 
their invaders. He again repeated, were the Texans 
the most degraded, abandoned people on earth, 
having gained possession of their country, and 
having established a de fucto Government, we were 
bound in good faith to recognise them. 

But tue honorable gentlemen were as much, if 
not more so ovt in their other objection. The 
gentleman from N husens, (Mr. Hoar,) had 
aid, tf composed of 
Ameri more than 

did not know 


that there were as many, No 
jt. Had there not been ten Texans in their armies, 
it would not have at all materiai to the pres 
sent issge ble to hire men to fight 
their batt! was their leck ont, not ours; orif 
they could get thera from other nations to fight tLeir 
patiies for nothin, it was their good fortune, and 
they were entitied `o all the benefiis of it. The hon- 
orab’e gentleman, i: making this objection, surely 
had not reflected on the history of other nations, 
whick abundantty fur i the nost analogous pre- 

cedents and examples 
There had hardly been a war of consequence 
amidst ancient or modern nations, in which aux- 
iharies had not, in some manner or form, 2t some 
one tiae or another, beep introdesed. Bar for 
the auxiliaries of Esgil under Wellington, 
would the French ever have been disledged from 
the Tagus, and finally driven ovt of Spain? in that 
contest, every brilliant exploit was performed by 
foreigners; ard were they not considered the armies 
of Spair sot the benefits of their. victories 
redound alincst exclt ly to the benefit of Spain? 
But he needzd not to dwell on. foreign examples, 
in his own comniry. What 
occurred, in which we had not a 
of Indian auxiliari 
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what was the nature of our 3 
Intion. Where were the French-- y 
Lafayete and bis Hiustrions eor patriots and coad- 
jutors in the cause of American liberty? “Without 
the auxiliaries of France would Cornwallis have 
surrendezed at York? : 7 
Sir, the gentleman his been exceedingly unor- 
tunate in his objection, Itis one that would hare. 
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applied with equal or more weight to our own 
country in by-gone days.. I hope he will review 
these facts, and give to them that weight, to which 
their truth entitles them. : 


The next branch of the subject that he proposed 


to examine, was, what had been the precedents in 
relation to the acknowledgment of new Govern- 
menis that had been set by this Government, and 
ils action in similar cases? 

He'did not hesitate to say that the recognition 
of Texas, under the present circumstances, was in 
strict conformity with nearly every precedent set 
by this Government, from the administration of 
the great Father of his country’s liberties, (General 
Washington,) down to the present day. ‘The fact 
of the existence of precedents for recognition had 
been most trimmphantly argued in that House on 
a former occasion, perfectly analogous to the pre- 
seut, by a distinguished statesman from Kentucky, 
and had. been so much more abiy and eloquently 
maintained, and set forth, than he could do, that he 
would simply read from the speech of that honora- 
ble gentleman, now a Senator in another body, 
which was as follows: 

“Mr. Clay continued, having shown that the 
cause of the patriots was just, and that we hada 
great Interest in ils successful issue, he would next 
inquire what course of policy it became us to 
adopt. Te had already declared that to be one of 
strict and impartial neutrality. It was not neces- 
sary jur their interests, it was not expedient for our 
own, thal we should take part in the war. All 
they demanded of us was a just neutrality; it was 
compatible with this pacific policy, it was required 
by it, that we should recognise any established 
Government in Spanish America. Recognition 
alone, without aid, was no just cause of war. 
With aid it was, not because of the recognition, 
but because of the aid, as aid without recognition 
was cause of war. The truth of these propositions 
he would maintain upon principle, by the practice 
of other States, and by the usage of our own. 
There was no common tribunal among the nations 
to pronounce upon the fact of the sovereignty of a 
new State. Each power must, and does, judge for 
itself A nation in exerting this incontestible right, 
in pronouncing upon the indpendence in fact of 
anew State, takes no part in the war. It gives 
neither men, nor ships, nor money, It merely 
propoanees thst in so far as it may be necessary to 
Institute ay relations, or to sapport any inter- 
course, with the new power, that power is capable 
of maintaining those relations and authorizing that 
intercourse. Martens, and other publicists, lay 
down these principles.” 

e When the United Provinces formerly severed 
themselves froin Spain, it was about 8) ycars before 
their independence was finally recognised by Spain. 
Before that recognition the United Provinces had 
been received by all the east of Europe into the 
family of nations. tis true that a war broke out 
between Philip aud Elizabeth, but it proceeded 
trom the aid which she determined to give, and did 
give, to Holland. In no instance, he believed, 
could it he shown, Irom authentic history, that 
Spain made war upon any power on the sole 
ground that such power had ackuowledged the in- 
dependence of the United Provinces. 

“ In the case of our own revolution, it was not 
until after France had given us aid, and had deter- 
mined to enter into a treaty of alliance with us—a 
treaty by which she guarantied our independence— 
that England declared war. Holland was also 
charged by England with favoring our cause, and 
deviating from the line of strict neutrality, and 
when it was perceived that she was, moreover, 
about to enter info a treaty with us, England de- 
elared war. Evon if it were shown thata proud, 
haughty, and powerful nation like Engiand, had 
made war upon other provinces, on the ground. of 
a mere recognition, the single example could not 


alter the public law, or shake the strength of a` 


clear principle. 

“But what had been our own uniform practice? 
We had constantly proceeded on the principle that 
the Government de facto was that which we could 
alone notice. Whatever form of Government any 
society of people adopts, whoever they acknow- 
ledge as their sovereign, we consider that Govern- 


ment, or that sovereign, as the one to be acknow- 
ledged by us., We have invariably abstained from 
assuming a right to decide in favor of the sovereign 
de jure, and against the sovereign de facto. That 
is a question for the nation in which it arises to 
determine; and, so far as we are concerned, the 
sovereign de facto is the sovereign de jure. Our 
own revolution stands on the basis of the right of 
a people to change their rulers. He did not main- 
tain that every immature revolution, every usurper, 
before his power was consolidated, was to be ac- 
knowledged by us, but that, as soon as stability 
and order were maintained, no matter by whom, 
we always had considered, and ought to consider, 
the actual as the true Government. Gen. Wash- 
ington, Mr. Jefferson, and Mr. Madison, had all, 
whilst they were respectively President, acted on 
these principles. 

“In the case of the French Republic, Gen. Wash- 
ington did not wait until some of the crowned 
heads of Europe should set him the example of 
acknowledging it, but accredited a Minister at 
once; and it is remarkable, that he was received 
before the Government of the Republic was consi- 
dered as established. It will be found in Marshall’s 
Life of Washington, that when it was understood 
thata Minister from the French Republic was about 
to present himself, President Washington submitted 
a number of questions to his cabinet for their consi- 
deration and advice; one of which was,whether,upon 
the reception of the minister, he should be notified 
that America would suspend the execution of the 
treaties until France had an established Government. 
General Washington did not stop to inquire whe- 
the descendants of St. Louis were to be considered 
as the legitimate sovereigns of France, and if the 
revolution was to be regarded as unanthorizd re- 
sistance to their sway. He saw France, in fact, 
under the Government of those who had subverted 
the throne of the Bourbons, and he acknowledged 
the actual Government. During Mr. Jefferson's 
and Mr. Madison’s administrations, when the 
Cortes of Spain and Joseph Bonaparte respective- 
ly contended for the crown, these enlightencd states- 
men said we will receive a minister from neither 
party; settle the question between yourselves, and 
we will acknowledge the party that prevails; we 
have nothing to do with your feuds; whoever Spain 
acknowledges as her sovereign, is the only sove- 
reign with whom we can maintain any relations. 
Mr. Jefferson, it is understood, considered whether 
he should not receive a minister from both parties, 
and finally decided against it, because of the incon- 
veniences to this country which might result from 
the double representation of another power. As 
soon as the French armies were expelled from the 
peninsula, Mr. Madison, still acting on the princi- 
ples of the Government de fucto, received the pre- 
sent minister from Spain. During all the phases 
of the French Government, republic, directory, 
consuls, consul for life, emperor, king, emperor 
again, king, our Gevernment has uniformly receiv- 
ed the minister. 

“If then, there be an established Government in 
Spanish America, deserving to rank among the na- 
tions, We ‘were morally and politically bound to 
acknowledge it, unless we renounced all the prin- 
ciples which ought to guide, and which hitherto had 
guided, our councils.” 

Yes, sir, such were the sentiments at that time, 


of that most distinguished son of the West, of 


whose birth any country should jastly be proud, 
whose known talents it were mean and low, even 
inan enemy, to disparage; however much he had 
and might d: fer with him in their political views, as 
it regarded the future policy of the nation, he ne- 
ver could so far forget what was due to candor and 
honesty, as to deny him the meed to which his ta- 
lents and services to his conntry so pre-eminentiy 
entitled him. This speech, from which he had just 
read an extract, was delivered on the 24th of 
March, 1818, by Mr. Clay in the Committee of the 
Whole, on a proposition identical with that now 
before the committee, offered by the honorable 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Thompson.) 
The speech of that honorable gentleman it was seen 
covered the whole ground of precedent, and left but 
little for him, Mr. B. tosay. The honcrable gen- 
teman (Mr. Clay) had shown them that the first 


precedent had been set on that subject by General 
Washington, than whom no nation nor age had 
ever produced a statesman’ of more consummate 
prudence and precautionary foresight. General 
Washington never stopped, said Mr. Clay, to con- 
sider whether the descendants of St. Louis were to 
be considered as the legitimate sovereigns of 
France. He saw France, in fact, under the go- 
vernment of those who had subverted the Bour- 
bens, and he acknowledged the actual Govern- 
ment. Now, sir, what was the “ actual Government 
here alluded to, but the Government de facto. This 
was the first precedent set by the great founder of 
American liberty, which had been regularly fol- 
lowed up and pursued by his illustrious successors, 
in the persons of Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Madison, and 
Mr. Monroe. The practice, so far as he was in- 
formed, seemed to have descended down from the 
primary days of the Republic, in an uninterrupted 
series of precedents, and examples, heretofore 
unquestioned by any source of intelligent statesmen, 
or politicians whatsoever. 

Mexico herself had been acknowledged under 
ciecumstances by far more unfavorable than those 
under which it was now proposed to acknowledge 
Texas. At the time that this country acknowledged 
the independence of Mexico, it was a fact well 
known, that the mother country, (old Spain,) for 
nearly eighteen months after her independence had 
been acknowledged by this Government, held pos- 
session of some of the strongest fortresses in all 
Mexico, Mexico was recognised by this Govern- 
ment in 1822, at which time the armies of old Spain 
had complete possession of one of the strongest 
posts and most impregnable forts in the whole Go- 
vernment, Among others, she held possession of 
the castle of San Juan de Ulloa, at Vera Cruz, 
amongst the strongest posts in the world, Gibraltar 
and Quebec not excepted. Then, Sir, let us com- 
pare the then condition of Mexico with the present 
condition of Texas. Texas has expelled her inva- 
ders, taken captive the commander-in-chief of the 
armies, and President of Mexico; and there is nota 
post, fort, or fortress, or castle, at this time, of any 
description or denomination, in any part of her ter- 
ritory, in the possession of an enemy, nor has there 
been for near twelve months. Then how incom- 
parably stronger are the claims to recognition on the 
part of Texas than were those of Mexico! Yet the 
recognition of Mexico met with but little opposition 
from any part of this Government. Why then 
this morbid sensibility in regard to 'Texas? strange, 
exceedingly soit was unjust in the extreme. 
Sir, in reply to a communication, in relation to the 
recognition of Mexico, from Mr. Monroe, then 
President of this Government, the report of a com- 
mittee of this House held the following language: 
“For a nation to be entitled to respect in foreign 
States, to the enjoyment of these attributes, and to 
figure directly in the great political society, it is 
sufficient that it is really sovereign and independent, 
that it governs itself by its own authority and laws.” 
Now what other laws were in force at this time 
than those of her own enactments, in any part of 
the territories of Texas? None, sir, none: if our 
own agent and witness is to be believed, or the re- 
ports and statemenis contained in the journals of 
the, three Governments of Texas, Mexico, or of 
the United States. This report contains the 
precedent sat at that time, by this House; 
thus adding additional weight to those precedents 
sanctioned, first by the illustrious founder of his 
country, and acquiesced in by every President 
down to the present time. He had perceived 
nothing more uniform than the course proposed 
to be taken by the amendment on your tabie offer- 
ed by the honorable gentleman from South Carolina, 
The precedents, so far, that had been set by both 
the legislative and executive departments and 
branches of this Government, he had shown, he 
thought, satisfactorily, were in favor of the recog- 
nition ef Texas, and the immediate adoption of the 
amendment befcre the committee. 

Mr. B. would now state what took place between 
this Government and the Republic of Colombia, 
as he found it in an extract from a letter written 
by the very honorable and distinguished gentleman 
from Massachusetts, who then filled with great 
ability the station of Secretary of State of me 
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per, 1817, was notified to this Government by its 
agent, the late Don Manuel Torres, on the 20th of 
February, 1821, with a request that it might be re- 
cognised by the Government of the United States, 
&e.” * Ed % uw * * ‘a3 The 
request and proposal were renewed in a letter from 
Mr. Torres of the 30th of November, 1821, and 
again repeated on the 2d of January, 1822. The 
President, on the 8th of March, declared that the 
time had arrived when the acknowledgment of the 
independence declared by the Spanish American 
Colonies could no longer be withheld, &c. An ap- 
propriation was made by law, (4th of May, 1822,) 
‘fer such missions to the independent nations on 
the American continent as the President should 
deem proper.?” Here, sir, was what in substance 
was then contended for, and sanctioned by that dis- 
tinguished, though now eccentric, statesman of 
Massachusetts, whose diplomatic talents ranked 
inferior to no man now living, on this or the 
other side of the Atlantic, and which had 
ever been displayed by an ability equalled only 
by the extensiveness of his masterly power of re- 
search. In these instructions to our Minister, (Mr. 
Anderron,) the whole ground of time was covered. 
The first request was made to this Government by 
Don Manuel Torres on the 20th February, 1821, 
for the recognition of the independence of that re- 
public. On the 8th of March, 1822, it was recom- 
mended by Mr. Monroe, the then Chief Magistrate; 
and on the 4th of May, 1822, an appropriation 
was made, virtually recognising the independence 
of that Goveranieat, but a little more than foarieen 
months after the first application had been made; 
and this, too, was done in the very face of the re- 
monstrances of the Spanish Minister, (Anduago,) 
yet itwas now contended that the application of 
Texas was too soon, and premature, who had been. 
knocking at our doors for recognition about the 
same length of time, while not a voice had been 
raised against it by Mexico. This, he thought, 
was conclusive, as to the immateriality of the time 
for which a Government should apply io te recog- 
nised, and placed Texas oa the identical grounds 
of former Governments that had preceded her in 
similar applications. He hoped the honorable 
gentleman who had represented his country with 
so much ability on this occasion in 1823, would not 
now be found to disparage the salutary principles 
for which he had then so ably contended. He too, 
in that communication, had taken ground in favor 
of the Government de facto, which he conceived to 
be the caly true ground to be taken by this Govern- 
ment, and properly the only legitimate one to be 
taken by every Government on all similar occa- 
sions. 

Wir. Wheaton, one of the profoundest modern 
writers on international law, in relation to the ac- 
Xnowledement of France, of the independence of 
the United States, says: 


“That the acknowledgment of the independence 
of the Unied States of America by France, coupled 
with the assistance secretly rendeved by the French 
court to the revolted colonies, was considerec. by 
Great Bri‘vin as an unjustifiable aggression; and 
under the circumstances, it probably was so. But 
had the French court conducted itself with gooa 


faith, and maintained an impartial neutrality be- i 


tween the two belligerent parties, it may be doubted 
whether the treaty of commerce, or eve the eventu- 
al alliance between France and the United States, 
could have furnished any just ground for a declara- 
tion of war against the former by the British Go- 
vernment. The more recent example of the ac- 
knowledgment of the independence of the Spanish 
American provinces by the United States, Great 
Britain, and. other powers, whilst the parent coun- 
try still continues to withhold her assent, also con- 
curs to illustrate the general understanding of na- 
tions, that where a revolted province or colony has 


declared and shown its ability to maintain its inde- | 


pendence, the. recognition of its sovereiguty by 


other foreign States is a question of policy and pru- 
dence only.” 

Implying most clearly, thatif France had form- 
ed a treaty ef commerce, or even an alliance with 
this Government, by which the independence, of 
course, of this Government would have been ac- 
knowledged as being the de facto Government of 
the land, that even then, and in that case, without 
the assistance rendered on the part of France to 
the United States, it would have been no cause of 
war on the part of Great Britain against France. 
Nor sir, it was not on account of the recognition 
of the independence of this country, on the part of 
France, that Great Britain declared war against 
her, but for the aid that she had overtly given and 
rendered to the United States, and thereby making 
herself in fact the first aggressor. France had con- 
federated with the United States in the war against 
Britain, and the act of one confederate was, as it 
has ever been, received as the act of the other. 
France, then, in reality had first commenced with 
the United States a war to all intents and purposes 
against the powers of Great Britain. It was not, 
therefore, the recognition of the American inde- 
pendence that justified the Government of England 
in declaring war with France, but for an actual 
confederation and coadjutation with her enemies 
and their revolted provinces, without which, as Mr. 
Wheaton has most justly intimated, she could have 
had no just cause for war. 

But, sir, as my honorable friends from the north 
and east had exhibited, he thought, most unneces- 
sarily, too, an extraordinary sensibility on this sub- 
ject, evincive of their untoward repugnance to touch 
it, he would show there must have been a most 
prodigious falling off in that quarter from the free 
and liberal doctrines that were advocated in 1823 
by that most profound and erudite statesman, whom 
all New England now seemed proud to honor, and 
who had but recently received a portion of the suf- 
frages of that very enlightened and enterprising 
section of this country for the first ofice in their 
gift. He alluded to an honorable Senator, 
who now occupied a seat in another part of that 
building, (Mr. Webster.) 

Mr. W. in 1823, did not appear quite so timid 

Tt was then that he stood forth on this floor, the 
champion of liberty, and with the fervor or his lofty 
eloquence alvocated the cause of freedom in a 
foreiga land, expiring beneath the grasp of a dcspot’s 
hand 

Chere was not then felt such appalling fore- 
bodings from that quarter by the mere expression 
of an opinion by either the Executive or Legislative 
departments of this Government. There was not 
that chilling horror felt, which seems now to haunt 
the consciences of certain honorable gentlemen on 
this floor. Sir, said Mr. B. such was the language 
held by the highly gifted gentleman to whom he had 
alluded, in his speech in this house on a resolution 
introduced by himself for the appointment of an 
agent or commissioner to Greece, whom it was then 
proposca to be immediately despatched by the Pre- 
sident, whenever, in his discretion, it might be deem- 
ed proper. “In reference to what might be the opi- 
nions of other nations on our course here,” said Mr. 
W. “they might indeed prefer that we should ex- 
press ne dissent upon the doctrines which they aave 
avowed, and the application which they have made 
of those doctrines to Greece. But I trust we are 
not disposed to leave them in any doubt as to our 
sentiments upon these important subjects. ‘fhey 
have expressed their opinions, and do not call that 
expression of opinion an interference, in which respect 
they are right, as the expression of opinion in such 
cases is not such an interference as would justify 
the Greeks in considering the powers as at war 
with them. For the same reason, any expression 
which we may make, of different principles and 
different sympathies, is no interference. No one 
would call the President’s message an interference; 
and yet it is much stronger in that respect than 
these resolutions.” 

These were sentiments that justly do honor to an 
American statesman. Here is a position assumed, 
that this house, nor this nation, should never aban- 


don: as a fiee expression of opinion was identified -fj 


with the rights of individuals, so it was essentially 
identified and inseparably necessary to the rights of 


j first premiers of Great Britain. 


nations, These were sentiments that it becomes 
every American patriot to sustain, as well for the 
honor as for the freedom and independence of his 
nation. Yes, sir, we have the right to the expres- 
sion of our opinions, as well as a nation, as indivi, 
duals, as to the dependent or independent existence 
of any Government or nation, without giving just 
cause for war, or for censure ; nor should even the 
herrors of war deter us from: the maintenance of 
this right. Sir, what is recognition, but an expres- 
sion of our opinion, that a nation is free, or inde- 
pendent? And have we no right to do this for fear 
of giving offence to some foreign despot? Away 
with such craven fears, as anti-patriotie, and at war 
with every ennobling emotion of a heart that throbs 
with the feelings of fresdom, for his own; or 
another’s country. 

But to show further authority to justify the po- 
sition that he and his friends had taken on that sub- 
ject, he would not confine himself to the wrilers on 
national law, or to the distinguished debaters and 
statesmen of hisown country. He would show 
that it was a position that had been taken by Eng- 
land herself, of whose displeasure honorable gen- 
tlemen seemed to stand in such trepidation on the 
present occasion, It had been asserted and main- 
tained by one of the most exalted and highly gifted 
spirits of the age,and who for high order of in-. 
tellection, has at no time been surpassed by the 
It was to be found 
in the correspondence between M. Zea, Minister, 
&c. of his Catholic Majesty of Old Spain, with 
the Court of Great Britain, and through the hono- 
rable Mr. Canning then prime minister &c. of that 
realm. In reply to M. Zea, complaining to Mr. 
Canning of the course that the Government of 
Great Britain had pursued in the recognition, of 
the independence of Mexico, and the South Ame- 
rican States, Mr. ©. bad taken up the subject of 
both the right and duty of other nations, than those 
combatant to recognise the de fucto Government, 
and has in a most masterly manner, placed it up- ` 
on grounds which must ever hereafter make it 
perfectly unassailable and indisputable. He has 
demonstrated most clearly and satisfactorily, that 


? the Government de facto isthe only one that should 


be recognised; and that it is the duty of all nations 
to do so; and that by doing so, affords no just cause 
of complaint against any power, and further, from 
war ‘Yes, sir, such will be found the cpinions of 
the first English statesman of the age. Lut let 
Mr. Canning speak for himself. In his reply tu the 
Minister of Spain, he states that 

“The example of the late revolution in France, 
and of the ultimate happy restoration of his Ma- 
jesty Louis XVIII, is pleaded by M. Zea in illus- 
tration of the principle of unextnguisnable right in 
a legitimate sovereign, and of the respect to which 
that right is entitled from all foreign Powers; and 
he calls upon Great Britain, in justice to her own 
consistency, to act with the same reserve towards 
the new States of Spanish America which she em- 
ployed, so much to her honor, towards revolution- 
ary France. 

“But can M. Zea need to be reminded that every 
Power in Europe, and specifically Spain amongst 
the foremost, not oniy acknowledged the several 
successive Governments de facto, by which the 
House of Bourbon was first expelled from the 
throne of France, and afterwards kept for near a 
quarter. of a century out of possession of it, but 
contracted intimaie alliances with them all: and, 
above all, with that which M, Zea justly describes as 
the strongest of de facto Governments, the Govern- 
ment of Bonaparte; against whom, not any princi- 
ple of respect for the rights of legitimate monarchy, 
but his own ungovernable ambition, finally brought 
combined Europe into the field. — . 

“There is no use in endeavoring to give a spe- 
cious coloring to facts which are now the property 
of history. 

“Fhe undersigned is therefore compelled to add, 
that Great Britain herself cannot justly accept the 
preise which M. Zea is willing to ascribe to her in 
this respect, nor can she claim to be altogether ex- 
empted from the general charge of having treated 
with the Powers of the French revolution. Tt is 
true, indeed, that up to the year 1799, she abstain- 
ed from treating with revolutionary France long 
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after other Powers of Eurcpe had set her the ex- 
ample. But the reasons alleged in Purliament, 
andin state papers, for that abstinence, was the 
unsettled state of the French Government. . And 
it cannot be denied that, both in 1796 and 1797, 
Great Britain opened a negotiation for peace with 
the Directory of France—a negotiation the favore- 
te.conclusion of which would have implied a re- 
cognition of that form of Gevernment; that in 1801 
she made peace with the Consulate; that if in 1806 
she did not conclude a treaty with Bonaparte, 
Emperor of France, the negotiation was broken off 
merely on a question of terms; and that if from 
1808 to 1814 she steadily refused to listen to any 
overtures from France, she did so declaredly and 
notoriously on account ef Spain alone, whom Bo- 
haparte pertinacionsly refused to admit as party to 
the negotiation. Nay, further, it cannot be denied 
that even in 1814, the year in which the Bourbon 
dynasty was eventually restored, peace would have 
been made by Great Britain with Bonaparte, if 
he had not been unreasonable in his demands; and 
Spain cannot be ignorant that, even after Bona- 
darte was set aside, there was a question among 
the allies of the possible expediency of placing 
some other than a Bourbon on the throne of 
France. 

“The appeal, therefore, to the conduct of the 
Powers of Enrope, and even to that of Great Bri- 
tain herself, with respect to the French revolution, 
does but recall abundant instances of the recogni- 
tion of de fucto Governments by Great Britain, 
perhaps later and more reluctantly than by others, 
bat by Great Britain herself, however reluctant, 
after the example set to her by the other powers of 
Europe, and especially by Spain.” 

“To come now to the second charge azainst 
Great Briain, the alleged violation of general in- 
ternational law: 

“ Flas it ever been admitted as an axiom, or ever 
been observed by any nation or Government as a 
practical maxim, that no circumstances and no time 
should entitle a de facto Government to recognition, 
or should entitle third Powers, who may have a 
deep interest in defining and establishing their rela- 
tions with a de facto Government, to do so? Such 
a proceeding on the part of third Powers undoubt- 
edly does not decide the question. of right against 
the mother country. 

“The Netherlands bad thrown off the supremacy 
of Spain long before the end of the 16th century; 
but that supremacy was not formally renounced 
by Spain till the treaty of Westphalia in 1648. 
Portugal declared in 1640 her independence of the 
Spanish monarchy; but it was not till 1668 that 
Spain by treaty acknowledged that independence. 

“During each of these intervals the abstract 
rights of Spain may be said 10 have remained un- 
extinguished. But third Powers did not, in either 
of these instances, wait the slow conviction of 
Spain, before they thought themselves warranted 
to establish direct relations, and even tocontract in- 
timate alliances with the Republic of the United 
Iketherlands, as well as with the new monarchy of 
the tiouse of Braganza. 

“ To continue to call that a possession of Spain, 
in which all Spanish occupation and power had 
been actually extinguished and effaced, could ren- 
der no practical service to the mother vountry; but 
it would have risked the peace of the world. For 
ati political communities are responsible to other 
political communities for their conduct; that is, 
thov are bound. to perform the ordinary interna- 
ticual duties, and to afford redress for any viola- 
tion of the rights of others by their citizens or sub- 
jec 
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ow, either the mother. country must have 
continued responsible for acts over which it could 
no longer exercise the shadow of a control, or the 
inbabuants of those countries, whose independent 
political existence was in fact established, but to 
whom the acknowledgment’ of that independence 
was denied, must have been placed in a situation 
jn which they were either wholly responsible for 
B 2ctions, or. were to be visited for each of those 
aciions as might furnish ground for complaint to 
other nations, with the punishment due to pirates 
and outlaws, 

- “YE the former of . these . alternatives-—the total 


J 
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irresponsibility of unrecognised States—be too 
absurd to be maintained, and if the latter, the 
treatment of their inhabitants as brutes and out- 
laws, be too monstrous to be applied, for an indefi 


nite length of time, to a large portion of the habita- ` 


ble globe, no other chance remained for Great 
Britain, or for any country having intercourse with 
Spanish American provinces, but to recognise, in 
due time, their immediate existence as States, and 
thas to bring them within the pale of those rights 
and duties which civilized nations are bound mu- 
tually to respect, and are entitled reciprocally to 
claim from each other.” 

Mr. Chairman, (continued Mr. B.) the lucid ar- 
gument, the convincing reasoning, with which these 
opinions and sentiments have been enforced, the 
immense distance at which they have been placed 
by that most distinguished individual, beyond all 
fature controversy, require from my hands no fur- 
ther comment. 

Sir, I have here concluded my authorities for the 
justification of my action upon this traly import- 
ant subject; and he wonld now appeal to honora- 
ble gentlemen, and with the utmost sincerity and 
eandor ask upon what foot of political ground 
had they left to predicate their continued opposition 
to the measure before the committee. He thought 
he had shown (at least he had done it to his own sa- 
tisfaction) that the recognition of a de facto govern- 
ment was not only just but necessary; that it was 
not only temporarily expedient, but that it was the 
true policy of all nations “ ex necessitate rei” to do 
so; that it was a principle that had not been acted 
on along by one President of this Government, but 
by all before whom that question had come; that it 
had not been sanctioned alone by one precedent of 
this Government, but by every one that had taken 
place on the same subject; that it had been avowed, 
not by ene, but by most of the distinguished men of 
this country, who had had au occasion to express 
themselves on the subject; and, finaily, that it had 
been asserted and maintained by one of the most 
distinguished statesmen in all Europe, and acqui- 
esced in by the Government of Great Britain, and 
silently sanctioned by nearly all of the powers of 
Europe. 

Hehad now but a few remarks to make, of a 
more local nature, to some of the honorable gentle- 
men of that House, who had evinced, either by 
their action or expression, their indomitable oppo- 
sition to the recognition of Texas under the present 
circumstances. 

Sir, (he said,) I will pass over the unsettled state 
of Mexico. The invasion of Barradas, in 1829, 
several years after her independence was recog- 
nised by this Government. T will pass over the 
doubtful revolutions and throes with which that 
Government has been afilicted by the ascension to 
its presidency of [turbide, Victoria, Montorio, Bravo, 
Pedrazza, Gurrero, Bustamente, and, finally, Santa 
Anna; to show how little security there is in the 
permanency of ber own Government; the diffi- 
culty with which she has to contend, to keep in 
subjection her own citizens, and the increased im- 
probability of her ever being able, in future, to invade 
and reconquer Texas. Mr. Chairman, (said he,) 
I fear that there are other signs in our politica] fit- 
mament than those that have yet appeared in the 
horizon, for this extraordinary opposition to a mea- 
sure so palpably justifiable upon every variety of 
reason. l fear, sir, there is yet something at the 
root of this opposition that has not been set forth; 
there must be, to justify the action of this kouse. 
van it be that fiend-like envy and jealousy which 
caused the expulsion from celestial bliss, of a Sa- 
tan, a Moloch, and Beelzebub, to the infernal regions 
of damned spirits? Can it be that remote proba- 
bility of adding to southern influence and prepor- 
derance in this nation; or does it arise from a feel- 
ing, tenfold worse, of anti-slavery? Are the pre- 
judices against these institutions so strong, in a cer- 


lain quarter, as to cause this justice to be withheld- 


from that suffering people, contrary to every prac- 
tice of our own Government, and so utterly repug- 
nant to all the principles of right, of justice, the 
true and impartial policy of nations, and the irre- 
vocable laws of universal equity? Ifsuch be the 
true causes of the hostility to this mezsure, it is 
time for every man to the south of the Potomac to 
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kaow it; and we would be here recreant to our 
duty, traitors to the dearest interesis of our people, 
o keep. the fact concealed from them one hour 
longer. He would invoke gentlemen to review 
those opinions, if fonnded on such disastrous preju- 
dices, before they became ico deeply rooted to 
admit of amelioration. They could not be acted 
out there or elsewhere, short of throes and convul- 
sions that must shock every quarter of this Repub- 
lic to its inmost recesses, 

But who were those that were now clinging to 
those prejudices as to some holy relic; and what 
had heen their history since the first appearance of 
those reckless spirits, aspiring to guide the councils 
of this nation? He would omit the manifestations 
of its first spark, in that insurrection known by the 
name of the Pennsylvania whiskey insurrection, 
so promptly quelled, alone, by the virtue and patrio- 
tism of a Washington. 

It was the same party that had raised the cry 
against the admission and treaty for Louisiana, 
which had shed immortal lustre over the name of 
Jefferson, which gave us the complete possession of 
the whole waters of the Mississippi, whose mighty 
streams were now laving the shores of nine sove- 
reign and independent States, and pouring into the 
granaries of the world the almost invaluable pro- 
ducts of its prolific and fertile valleys. Yes, sir, even 
at that time was the poliey of that same party dis- 
played against the acquisition of the most rich, flour- 
ishing, and now by far the most prosperous portion of 
this nation. Against that measure too, from thissame 
reckless, envious, mistaken, misguided party, peti- 
tions after petitions were laid upon your tables, un- 
lil they Hierally groancd beneath their ponderous 
weight—whitle time had unfolded the fallacy of their 
predictions, and the impolicy of their course, which 
none were now so hardy asto defend. Millions after 
millions, to the reverse of all their prophecies, are. 
now annually poured into your treasury, to enrich 
the older sisters of the confederacy, from the very 
soil acquired under the thunder of their anathemas, 
Under such a rebuke, by the lessons of experience, 
men, under ordinary circumstances, would pause in 
acareer of error; but, sir, nothing daunted, this 
same party may be scen at work in the struggles 
that in 1819 or 20 took plack on this floor, and in 
the opposite branch of this Capitol, in the agitation 
of the great Missouri question, that involved the 
restriction of slavery. Thot House then had been 
conyulsed for a whole session or more, watil the 
Union had well nigh been dispaired of. The same 
party had then brought this country almost to ihe 
eve of a revolution; but Missouri was admitted 
without restrictions, and the country was again 
saved from the fury of the reckless and ambitious 
It was the identicol spirit of fanaticism at work 
then as now; the same party that aspired to re- 
gulate other men’s business—other men’s religion 
znd mora!s. 

But their history stopped not there. We next 
had heard from them on the subject of the Sunday 
mails. The whole country was, for months and 
years, in ferment about the impropriety and irreli- 
gion of running Sunday mails. Your tables were 
again loaded with hundreds, if not thousands, of 
petitions, to stop your mails throughout the coun- 
try on Sunday—to save your souls, and quiet their 
“most tender consciences—until the report of his very 
honorable and veteran friend (Colonel Richard M. 
Johnson,) from Kentucky had exposed so ef- 
fectually their absurdity and folly, that all felt, in 
fulure, ashamed to acknowledge that they had ever 
had the least to do with so ridiculous a subject; and 
thus they disappeared with that shame which has 
ever covered the folly of fanaticism when once ex- 
posed. Here, tco, as-on former occasions, one 
might reasonably have supposed that the lesson of 
experience would have had a remedial effect. But 
not so with the fanatics. They have ever proven 
themselves blind, as well to the lessons of experi- 
rience as to truth and reason. Thit folly had 
scarcely been exposed by the report of that veteran 
statesman, (Celenel R. M. Johnson,} which did 
equal credit to his head and his heart, than you 
find the same identical party, (with some few 
exceptions,) conjuring up some mighty ignis fatuus 
against masonry. It too, like slavery, was a 
curse in. the Jand, and against their teader con- 
sciences. Antimasonry became next their watch- 
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word, on whose broad banners my honorable 
friends over the way, on my right, (alluding to 
Messrs. J. Q. Adams and F. Granger,) had figured 
so conspicuously. Yes, sir! at one time we would 
have thought every mason in the land, by this 
proscriptive party, would have been put to the 
rack; but for the good sense of the hardy demo- 
eratic yeomanry of this country, who have so often 
proved competent to arrest the march of the fana- 
tics, under whatever name or garb they may have 
associated themselves, perhaps their unhallowed 
objects might have been effected. Antimasonry, 
too, has had its race, and is fast becoming 
obsolete. The mighty bubble has burst, and 
shame, confusion, and reproach, are the only in- 
heritance left to its authors. It was conceived in 
folly, as its discension has been in shame. 
Rebuffed and confuted in nearly every effort by 
the intelligence of the people, this spirit is yet 
sleepless in its attempts to acquire a ruling influ- 
ence in the councils of the nation. They heed not 
defeat nor exposure. Where will you again find 
them? Look at the exclusive care that they would 
have extended to the Indians; murmurs long and 
lond were put up against the policy of moving the 
red man from the white; when every man of ex- 
erience and practical knowledge must have 
known that there was no safety in both living and 
commingling together. Yes, sir, petitions after 
petitions crowded every portal of this House 
against the removal of the poor Indians, depicting 
in glowing colors, and advocated with all the 
flowers of rhetoric, on this floor, setting forth the 
cruelty and impolicy of this act. It was the blood 
of the red man that seemed to haunt their bewil- 
dered imaginations; and upon that subject too the 
whole nation for a while was convulsed to its cen- 
. tre, by these self same exclusives of humanity, 
tender conscience and liberty. Why, sir, the 

- merest tyro in politics would laugh them to scorn. 
The just policy of the Government,.as to the re- 
moval of the Indians, has been acquiesced in by 
every politician of intelligence in every portion of 
our country; and the chimeras of fanaticism have 
been left to recoil alone to the disgrace and folly 
of its authors. 

Blind yet to these lessons of experience, however, 
and “nothing daunted at oft exposures,” they have 

- now seized, with death-like grip, on that ill-omened 
subject, abolition; and as some falicn spirits, deter- 
mined, through revenge and rancor, to make one 
last dying struggle to regain the eminence they 
once had held amongst their followers—yes, aboli- 
tion is now the hobby of that same deluded sect of 

` politicians whose history he had brought up from 
tie primary days of the Republic, and had shown 
it, when acted out, to have been a series of political 
fallacies and delusions. This abolition bubble, too, 
must burst, else this country will be bathed in the 
blood of its noblest spirits, and its rivers empurpled 
with its crimson gore; and generation after genera- 
tion may rue the blind folly of fanaticism, spurred 
on cither by envy, revenge, or worse, ambition. 

Had gentlemen not already, from what had 

. passed al the present session, got some foreiasie of 
the beauties of abolitionism? or was the obtundity of 
our intellect so great as to reqnire a kick or a cuff 
to induce us to take a hint? He thought there had 
been evidence. enough, demonstrations enough, to 
satisfy every thinking, enlightened man, in or ovt 
of that House, what must be the inevitable result 

` ofeven an attempt here to carry out the views ci 
the abolitionists. He repeated it, that these views 
could not be put in practice without empurpling 
the whole waters of the South with the blood of 
thousands. Let no gentleman deceive himself; the 
contrary was an idle dream. While on that sub- 
ject, he would take an occasion to reply to a remark 
made buta few days since, and, he had thought, 
for his ears. 

An honorable gentleman had said, that “ the 
South should best mind its own interest, that if any 
thing of the kind ever became necessary, the North 

- and Easthad but to march an army to the South, 
and that they would make our own slaves conquer 
us.” Sir, little do gentlemen know of the true 
feelings of southern men and southern tactics, 
who harbor such sentiments as those. Little must 
they dream of the crimes they would become in- 


strumental in the commission of, should such event 
ever be attempted in this devoted land of freemen, 
which God in his infinite mercies arrest. Sir, 
would gentlemen believe, before the south would 
permit that, or any similar advantage to be taken 
of their condition in that way, that they would be 
driven to. adopt measures too appalling almost to 
repeat here, and to contemplate—which human 
nature itself is shocked. Do gentlemen not know 
that the Sonth would assemble by thousands, those 
unfortunate creatures, and in shambles have them 
executed in cold blood. 

Sir, they would be driven to adopt such a course, 
sooner than suffer themselves to be butchered by 
them, appalling, shocking, revolting, as it would be 
to every feeling of humanity; for the laws of neces- 
sity admit of neither rule nor mercy. Have hon- 
orable gentlemen thought seriously, who thus spoke 
slightingly of this subject? He feared not. It 
was the great fault common to all abolitionists. 
They only thought of their object, without once 
thinking of the means by which it was to be ac- 
complished; and in that their leaders, no doubt, 
had been guilty of a practical imposition on the 
public mind. What was their mode in getting up 
these ahominable petitions? He spoke from such 
information as he had heen able to procure on the 
subject. A petition was handed round, sometimes 
at their meetings, or Sunday schools, and at others 
privately, (pretty much, said he, in this way.) 
The persons handing it around, who were generally 
some of the lower clergy, addressed the signers 
thus: “My friend, I want your signature to this 
petition?” “ What petition?” replies the signer. 
“ Ant you against slavery?” says the clergyman, 
or his agent. “Oh, yes,” says the signer; “it is 
a most abominable damning crime, to hold our fel- 
low beings in bondage!” “Sign this petition,” 
says the applicant, “and show that you are against 
it; and instruct our members in Congress to abolish 
this heinous sin, so much. against our religion and 
free institutions. You, sir; you, madam; you, my 
young friend, (to the boys;) you, my little miss ;” 
and, without a further explanation or comment, all 
sign the instructions to regulate cur action here. 
[You are right in that, said Mr. Cusuman from 
New Hampshire, to my certain knowledge.] And 
in this manner, sir, said Mr. B. are such petitions 
gotten up, and such feelings and prejudices propa- 
gated throughont that county, against southern 
men and southern institutions, which are now 
shaking to its centre every pillar that sastains our 
republican freedom; while, throngh ignorance or 
design, the means by which the object of abolition 
is to be effected, is cautiously kept concealed from 
their unthinking subscribers. 

Sir, why do they not tell them the truth, when 
these petitions are presented, and that before their ob- 
ject can be accomplished on that subject, the young- 
est amongst them will lie cold beveath the silent 
sod, from the decrepitude of old age: and that the 


fairest portion of their fellow-companions, brothers, | 


friends, and playmates, will be converted into sol- 
diers, many of whose carcases will be made a prey 
for the foul vulture and war-dogs of the South; nor 
even then would they have depicied the half part 
of the scene of this threatnirg, coming havoc. 
I ask my hororable friends from that region: Have 
these deluded men, who are advocating and agita- 
ting this subject, thus informed ihe people, that 
they are producing of these consequences, which 
must flow from their conduct, if persisted in, 
as certain as the radiance of heaven is reflect- 
ed in the sunbeam. Sir, if tey have, what 
demon has dared to put his hand to pen, fo invite 
such afflictions to lay waste, by Aindred slaughter, 
the fairest fields of this mighty em»vire of republi- 
can freemen? No, sir, no, sir, t can not, I will 
not believe it; they kave been dec='ved; they have 
deceived themselves; there cannct be such fiends 
in human shape, either in the norih, the cast, west, 
or south. ‘They have not becn taught “the cost of 
sucha job,” its price of blood, of treasure, of 
toil, and of human carnage; ane all this to be 
brought about by the “meek anu lowly followers 
ofthe Father of Peace.” 

Let me entreat, said Mr. B. most kindly and 
tenderly, honorable gentlemen, who now occupy 
seats on this floor; who represent districts where 
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the moral sense of the community is rotten upon 
the subject of slavery, from their entire ignorance 
of its condition, and identity with our institutions, 
to return home and endeavor to correct and enlight- 
en their misguided zeal, and place before them in 
their true and unalterable colors, the baleful- re- 
sults that must he inevitably consequent:to the cul- 
tivation of such prejudices against one portion of 
this community hy the other. Let them be taught 
the calamities that they invile by their acts 10 visit 
this “ their own native soil.” Let the truth ih rela~ 
tion to this subject be proclaimed, that every man 
in future may mistake not the evil hour of his coun- 
try’s afflictions, so that with seeing eyes, and hear- 
ing ears, he may embrace the dire fruits of a mis- 
guided frenzy, and fiendlike fanaticism. It was 
due to their country’s peace and safety, to enter 
their remonstrance against the progress of doctrines 
so monstrous, and pregnant with such a train of 
evils. Let them be induced to look nearer home 
for objects of their sympathy snd charity, and. he 
doubted if there be not many more entitled to them 
near their own household than the sable Africans, 
whether they are to reside in Texas or the United 
States. 

It had been remarked, by a distinguished author, 
that nothing was more common -than to find men 
of ability and intelligence, from a false philan- 
throphy, in distant lands in search of evils to: re- 
form, while, around their own doors, unheeded, . 
swarmed innumerable abuses, crying aloud for 
every correction and alleviation that the ingenuity 
of man could invent. Individuals, as well as com- 
munities, before they look abroad, should first turn 
their eyes towards home, and see if nothing there 
reqnired the hand of reform. He had no disposi- 
tion to make any invidious comparison of the 
poor, the wretched, or oppressed, between any 
sections of this country; buat, he doubted not, that 


-there was as little to be found to the south, and 


southwest of this, asin any section of country on 
the face of the globe; and, if there were tears to be 
shed for suffering humanity, gentlemen might find 
objects much more entitled to them in another 
quarter; perhaps these nicknamed philanthrophists 
might find them mach nearer home, if not in their 
own household. 

He had been led to make this digression, some- 
what, on the subject of slavery and abolition, be- 
cause he now saw that it was the only efficient 
cause of the opposition to the recognition of the in- 
dependence of Texas. He did not believe that ho- 
norable gentlemen could lay their hands on their 
hearis, at this time, and say that it was not the effi- 
cient one that prompted this opposition. We have 
nothing to do with the institution of slavery in 
Texas, unless we undertake to regulate the institu- 
tions of the world; and if the opposition arose from 
a jealousy, that it might at some future day add po- 
litical weight or influence to the southern States, 
that fact, tco, should be known for history's sake. 
The South should not longer be deceived in bcliev- 
ing that we met here to legislate fur the general ad- 
vantage of all sections of our country. If their in- 
stitutions were so odious to any portion of our bre- 
thren as to induce them to withhoid justice from a 
gallant though infant little Republic, stragg'ing to 
burst asunder the fetters that have hitherto hound 
her to the yoke of despotism, and emerge te the rank 
of independent nations, in consequence cf the si- 
milarity of its institutions to our own, there was no 
longer safely nor security in relying on our coun- 
cils for protection here. If sucha jealousy of our 
weight (so entirely dependent on remote future con- 
ity was tolerated in any 
quarter of this Republic, the South should know it, 
and prepare to rest on their own arms and their own 
resources in all future contingencies. The greatest 
enemies to the peace, the harmony, the happiness, 
prosperity and durability of this Government, were 
pot to be found in the South; the worst enemies to 
our liberty, and to humanity, were to se found in 
that section where the spirit of abolition and disap- 
pointed political amb tion had mostly prevailed; it 
was where the moral sense was rotten to the core 
by the indulgence of a religious phrenzy and fana- 
ficism. ‘There, and amongst them, abided the 
worstenemies to this Government, to the Union, 
and its liberty. It was there where all eyes should 
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be turned, and which should elicit all the patriot’s 
care; it was they that must be subdued, conquered, 
or reformed, or this nation was in twain; they were 
the true arch enemies of our-peace and our Union, 
with a predetermined opposition to every measure 
with which southern interests or the subject of sla- 
very was connected, directly or remotely. 

But, sir, said he, I will here leave this branch of 
the subject, and he hoped for ever. 

This Government, and its authorities, ifhe had not 
been incorrectly informed, had already done ex ne- 
cessitate, what it was proposed in effect to be done, 
by the amendment of the honorable gentleman 
from South Carolina, (General Thompson,) then 
on the table. He had been informed, from the 
best authority, that the civil authorities at New 
Orleans had seized a Texan vessel, for some sup- 
posed or real offence committed on our commerce; 
and a regular judicial investigation had been 
gone through with; in which both the vessel and 
crew had been treated as belonging to the Govern- 
mentof Texas, and not that of Mexico. There 
then was a virtual acknowledgment of the Go- 
vernment of Texas, from the very necessity of the 
case, on the part of our authorities, which went 
far to establish that necessity of recognition for 
which he had before contended; and that he insist- 
ed had not been all. He had learnt from the highest 
authority, that since the Minister of that Govern- 
ment, (Colonel Wharton,) from whom, and his 
Secretary, Colonel Wolf, he confessed himself 
much indebted for much information he had on 
that subject, had been at that court, that one of the 
first officers in the cabinet of President Jackson, 
and it might be deemed in part, a cabinet measure, 
had also called on the Minister from Texas, either 
for reparation or explanation, for certain acts com- 
mitted by the Texan navy or commerce, on that 
of the United States; treating Texas thereby, to all 
intents and purposes, as the de facto Government, 
and acknowledging constructively “ipso facto,” her 
independence. 

Fie had.understood, too, that notes or communi- 
cations had been received by the representative of 
the Government of Texas from him then highest 
in authority, in which that representative had been 
addressed as the minister or representative of the 
Government of Texas. Here, then, was a virtual 
recognition of a fact, from the very necessity of the 
ease, by both the heads af the department, and the 
civil and jrebcial arihorities of the country, which 
this house was about to shrink from, to, in his 


wors, of envy and jealousy of its redounding to 
the advantage of one sechon of this coantry more 
than another; from some apprehension, perhaps, that 
it might directly or indirectly effect that subject, 
which seerns now to threaten us of being the Pan- 


dora’s bex of ali our future mischiefs ; infectiag our | 


whole politic: Latmosphere with discords and “furies 
damned,” crying alod for havoe and civil war. 
Bat upon that subject he had said enough; he had 
considered the whole of it, in every variety of form 
with which it had presented itself to his mind; and 
to no subject had he ever come tu a more satisfac- 
tery conclusion, as to the justice, expediency, and 
necessity of the measure, than the immediate re- 
cognition of the independence of the Repwbiic of 
‘Texas, and the indication of the feelings of this body, 
by the adoption of the measure on the table; the 
justification of which I am now ready, henceforth 
and for ever, to throw myself upon the judgment 
of my God and my country. 


DOCTRINE OF CONTEMPTS, 
SPEECH OF MR. CLAIBORNE, 


Or Mussissiprr. 

In the House of Representatives, February 10, 1837 ~ 
On the motion to arrest R. M. Wurryey, Esq. 
for an alleged contempt. 

The following resolutions, introduced by Mr. 
Lixcoin of Massachusetts, being under considera- 
tion— 

Resolved, That whereas the select committee of 


; pression and persecution. 


this House, acting by the authority of this House, 
under a resolution of 17th January last, has reported 
that R. M. Whitney has peremptorily refused to 
give evidence to a summons duly issued by said 
committee, and has addressed to the committee the 
letter reported by said committee to the House; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the Speaker issue his warrant, di- 
recting the Sergeant-at-arms to take into his custo- 
dy Reuben M. Whitney, that he may be brought to 
the bar of the House to answer for an alleged con- 
tempt of this House. 

Mr. Cuarsorne of Mississippi moved to amend 
them, by adding thereto, “and that he be allowed 
counsel when brought to the bar, should he desire it.” 


Mr. CLAIBORNE then addressed the House as 
follows: 

Mr. Speaker, (said Mr. C.) let no man call me 
the friend of Reuben M. Whitney. If he stood in 
that group, I could scarcely identify him. Iam 
no lawyer, nor do I appear here as his advocate: I 
confess myself prejudiced againsthim. The many 
charges, mysterious and undefined, which have 
been brought against him here by gentlemen high 
in rank—the constant denunciations with which he 
has been visited——the glittering tomahawk which 
has been held over his head, like the sword of Da- 
mocles—have made upon my mind unfavorable im- 
pressions. There are ether reasons, sir, which I will 
not name. Ent he is an American citizen, accus- 
ed of a serious offence, and I demand counsel for 
him. Sur, I voted last session, time after time, in a 
minority, with the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 
Wise,) for his committee of investigation. I voted 
uniformly for it this session; but I will not consent 
that a resolution shall pass to drag to this bar a free 
citizen of the Republic, to be tried by those who are 
prejudiced against him, without securing to him the 
privilege of counsel. I denounce it asa high-hand- 
ed and arbitrary proceeding, unworthy of the age 
in which we live, and disgraceful to the tribunal 
that sanctions it. 

[Mr. Lincotn of Massachusetts here rose and 
accepted the amendment offered by Mr. Crai- 
BORNE. ] 

Mr. C. continued. I am glad that the gentle- 
man has agreed to this act of justice. It removes 
from this proceeding its most obnoxious feature. 
But I doubt, if I do not deny, the propriety of dre g- 
ging Whitney to this bar. I have my donbis 
whether he has been guilty of a contempt. Sir, 
your doctrine of contempis is a dangerous doc- 
trine, that originated in times unfavorable to hu- 
man liberty; in those old days of privilege and 
prerogative, when the rights of the crrizen, if un- 
derstood, were not defined, and when parliamentary 
bodies were nsed by Kings as instruments of op- 
The power of Congress 
to punish for contempts, if such a power exists at 
all, is not expressly conferred, but is incidental, and 
arises ex necessitatis ret. Where is the clause in the 
Constitution making the grant and defining a con- 
tempt? Sir, it is a constructive and incidental 
power. The powers and privileges of Congress 
are not like those of the British Parliament, un- 
limited, undefined, and omnipotent; on the con- 
wary, they are abridged and specific. Our courts 
of justice have the power to punish for contempts; 
but it is not a constructive power, arising out of the 
mere act that established them, but was conferred 
by a statute, restraining in its character, in 1789. 
The common law does not invest the federal courts 
with this power, nor can we derive it from the com- 
mon law. Asa system, the common law does not 
constitute any part of the law of the United States, 
according to the highest courts of the country ; an 
opinion, too, upon which Congress has uniformly 
legislated. No department of Government can 
therefore derive any such authority from it. In 
1831, after the memorable trial of Judge Peck, of 
Missouri, Congress deemed it necessary to define, 
by law, the nature of contempts of court. 

Mr. Speaker, this whole doctrine of contempts, 
as held in England, as dangerous and tyrannical, 
not only because it is undefined, but because from 
it there is no appeal. One court cannot supervise 
the decision of another. There can be no appeal, 
for instance, from the King’s Bench to the Com- 
mon Pleas, nor from the Chancery to the Exche- 


qner. However wrong the judgment, or evident 
the error, or severe the punishment, there can be 
no appeal. The power is unlimited, beyond con- 
trol, and may be applied, without cause, whenever 
the ruling party thinks proper to adjudge it. Sir, 


-if the common law is not in force here, if we have 


no lex Parliamenti, if all our privileges are strict- 
ly limited and defined, whence. do you derive the 
power now assumed? Have your deliberations 
been -obstructed? Beware, sir, how you venture 
upon these constructive doctrines to deprive a free- 
man of his liberty. TZow long will it be before a 
majority here may muzzle the freedom of the press, 
and punish a difference of opinion asa contempt? 
We shall have revived upon us the sedition law. 
Beware, Mr. Speaker, of English precedents unfa- 
vorable to individual rights. 

“ To introduce examples from the British House 
of Commons,” observed the late Chief Justice Par- 
sons, of Massachusetts, in a case of legislative pri- 
vilege before him, “ cannot much illustrate the sub- 
ject. The privileges of that House are not derived 
from any written constitution, but have been ac- 
quired by the successful struggles of centuries, di- 
rected either against monarchy or an hereditary 
aristocracy. The exertions of the Commons have 
generally been popular, because the people .were 
supposed to reap the fruits of them. In this State 
we have a written Constitution, formed by the peo- 
ple, in which they have defined not only the pow- 
ers, but the privileges of the House, either by ex- 
press words, or by necessary implication. A strug- 
gle for privileges in this State would be a contest 
against the people, to wrest from them what they 
have not chosen to grant.”—[4 Mass. R. 1.] 

Ours is a written Constitution. The powers and 
the privileges of Congress, which may be in some 
measure regarded as distinct, are there laid down. 
We cannot transcend them. Any effort to enlarge 
them would be to usurp from the people au- 
thority heretofore not granted to us by them. 
Tell me, sir, where is their grant to you to 
issue a Warrant against Whitney? You arraign 
him before a tribunal prejudiced against him; some 
of those who compose it are his avowed enemies; 
you try and convict him; there is no appeal from 
your verdict; you may imprison, fine, mutilate, or 
even transport him, and there is no redress. You 
claim this stapendous power as an incidental right, 
for it is newhere granted. Sir, do you think the 
people will tolerate an assumption so monstrous? 
I deny that you have any constitutional authority 
to sustain this doctrine of constructive offences. 
You might be pardoned for assuming incidental 
powers to preserve this body from indecorum or 
violence; but, in a case like this, where no actual 
violence has been committed, where no positive in- 
dignity has been offered, and where a citizen mere- 
ly declines to appear before a committee, whose 
chairman, he alleges, has menaced his life, the ex- 
ercise of such a doubtful prerogative would be very 
inexpedient. ` 

Sir, there is one striking difference between the 
British Parliament and the American Congress. 
The former considers itself a court of general, 
and, in respect to contempts, of exclusive ju- 
risdiction, claiming to derive from the custom 
of Farliament, which is part and parcel of 
the law of England. All the books so re- 
cognise it. Its judicial powers were fully shown 
in the celebrated debate, in 1771, upon a resolution 
to punish the Lord Mayor of London for an alleged 
contempt. In 1830, however, in the House of 
Peers, the Lord Chancellor, in the teeth of all pre- 
vious authority, denied the existence of positive 
power in Parliament. He admitted that it could 
imprison for self-protection, but not punish in any 
other mode. Now, sir, if such a doubt was enter- 
tained by one of the highest functionaries and one 
of the ablest lawyers in England, in the face, too, 
of those innumerable precedents cited by Lord Ray- 
mond, Coke, Salkeld, Chitty, East, and others; if 
he declares its exercise unfavorable to public liber- 
ty, is it unreasonable for us to doubt its constitu- 
tionality in this country, and the expediency of re- 
sorting to it? Sir, when we exercise this power of 
arresting and holding in feustody a citizen, do we 
not violate that part of the Constitution which de- 
clares “ that no person shall be deprived of liberty 
or property without due process of law?” In the 
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well known case, in 14 East, of Burdett vs. Abbott, 
when it was contended that the arrest of Burdett, 
for a contempt, was in violation of that celebrated 
act of Parliament from which this clause of our 
Constitution was derived, Lord Ellenborough de- 
clared that it did sot violate that act, because it 
was authorized and warranted by the law of 
Parliament, which was equally the law of the land. 
Sir, that answer may have been very correctin Eng- 
jand, but it cannot be sustained in this country, 
where there is no such law, and where there is no 
express grant of such a power in the Constitution. 
There is no more dangerous power than that which 
justifies the punishment of constructive contempts. 
Unlimited, undefined, unknown to the people, its 
exercise comes upon the citizen like the penalties 
of the laws of the Roman tyrant, which were print- 
ed in italics, and elevated beyond the reach of 
vision. 

Whence is this prerogative derived? If from the 
Constitution, point out the clause. If conferred by 
the Constitution, is it not the duty of Congress, be- 
fore resorting to it, to settle and define its bounda- 
ries, and to prescribe the penalties by law? But it 
issaid to be a necessary incident of a legislative body, 
necessary to preserve its existence, and nable it to 
transact the public business. There maey be some 
foundation for this delicate but dangerous claim to 
inherent, undelegated grants, as regards actial con- 
tempts committed in the presence of this body, and 
obstructing its operations. Such a claim may be 
allowed on the principle of necessity; but where is 
the necessity of the power in regard 10 constructive 
or implied contempts, and what is the limitation 
upon it? The moment we step beyond the doctrine 
of punishment for actual offences of this kind, we 
venture upon a terra incognita, whose boundaries 
have never been delineated; whose powers and extent 
have never been defined by any code, ancient or 
modern. Let us pause, and closely examine the 
tenures by which we claim, before we enter upon 
grounds so uncertain, so dangerous, so obnoxious 
to the spirit of our Government and people. It 
may be very convenient for this House to punish a 
citizen for an implied misdemeanor, but the con- 
venience of the doctrine does not grant the power. 
Show me, sir, a case of absolute necessity to war- 
rant the exercise of this power. What is the doc- 
trine of constructive contempts? How far does it 
go? Where does it stop? If you send interrogato- 
ries to a citizen of Virginia, can you drag him from 
his home, and incarcerate him here, should he re- 
fuse to answer? Or would you consign him. to the 
jail of his own county? Who would arrest him? 
‘Who commit him? If you fined him, who would 
collect it, and, when collected, how would you dis- 
pose of it? Sir, in my opinion, an action would 
lie against your Sergeant-at-arms for the false ir- 
prisonment of Whitney; and a judge would be 
bound to release him on a habeas corpus; would 
you arrest this judge for acontempt? Suppose a 
citizen should shut himself up in his castle, and 
resist your process even unto the death of your 
officer; would you try, and condemn, and execute 
him? How, when, where? Suppose your Sergeant 
should apply to a magistrate of this city for a posse 
comitatus, and be refused; would you punish the ma- 
gistrate fora contempt? Can you punish editors 
who speak contemptuously of your proceedings? 
If so, God help the letter-writers! Can you convert 
this House into a judicial tribunal, which shall be 
judge, witness, accuser, and prosecutor, in its own 
case, and inflict any punishment it chooses? Tf so, 
where is the freedom of the citizen; where our 
boasted trial by jury; where that “ due process of 
law,” that “ Liperty” guarantied by the Constitu- 
tion? Carry out these undefined, discretionary doc- 
trines, and it will demonstrate either your unbounded 
power, or your utter impotency, ‘Tell me not, sir, 
of the precedents of the British Pazliament. That 
isa body confessedly omnipotent. This is one of 
limited powers. Their claim to punish for offences 
of this nature is drawn froma system of recog- 
nised law. We are mere agents for the exercise of 
limited and specific grants; and I thank God that 
itis so. lrejoice that fieedom of speech and the 
right of self-defence cannot be curtailed; that all 
yonr enactments in relation to these are void; that 
gentlemen cannot, if they would, haye a legislative 
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auto da fe, and burn every man for contempt, who 
will not follow them, or applaud their acts. 

I come now, Mr. Speaker, to my second 
position. I deny that this House can justly 
punish any one for a contempt or breach of pri- 
vilege, so long as the gross and outrageous pro- 
cedure of the member from Massachusetts (Mr. 
John Quincy Adams) remains unpunished. Sir, 
it is mockery to carry out this solemn farce. Talk 
not to me of vindicating your insulted dignity by 
the prosecution of Whitney. You have no dignity 
to vindicate. [Here the Chair interposed, and 
said that the rules did not permit refiections upon 
the House.] Mr. Speaker, (said Mr. C.) 1 wish 
to violate no rule, and will confine myself to mat- 
ters of fact. An outrage long matured, malicionsly 
devised, and boldly perpetrated, has been offered to 
this House, in the face of the whole country. Your 
rules have been violated, and your judgment defied, 
by one who rejoices in the alarm and excitement 
he occasions, like the midnight ivcendiary who 
fires the dwelling of his enemy, and listens with 
pleasure to the screams of his burning victims. 
[The Speaker again stated that personal remarks 
could not be allowed.] Sir, (continued Mr. C.) I 
speak as a creole of the South, a stavenolder and a 
planter, whose all of earthly hope is identified with 
Mississippi, when I denounce the conduct of that 
member as d sgraceful and unpardonable. [Cries 
of “order!” ja the neighborhood of Mr. Adams, 
and of “go on! go on!” from the southern mem- 
bers.] Sir, if the rules allowed me, I would say 
that instead of trifling with Reuben M. Whitney, 
this House had better redeem its lost reputation 
and atone to the outraged South, by visiting upon 
this political Erostratus the punishment due to his 
crime. 

Sir, if a man, venerable for his age and station, 
heretofore high in the confidence of bis country, 
and endowed with extraordinary abilities, not 
diminished by the wear and tear of time, is snffered 
in this hall, under the broad light of heaven, thus 
to insult you, I say you have no right to take cog- 
nizance of a doubtful offence, committed by an ob- 
scure citizen. If you meanly shrink from chastis- 
ing where chastisement is due; if you suffer the 
proud and influential to escape, and vent the fury 
of your passions upon a powerless citizen, you will 
stand before the country like some tyrant king, 
feared indeed, but distrusted and despised. Why 
isit thatso many here,who have been conspicuous in 
crying order! order! at every violation of the rules, 
who are so prudish, petulant, and squeamish when 
their own dignity is disputed; are willing to engage 
in this prosecution, when they have just refused to 
censure the perpetrator of an outrage that has no 
parallel in parliamentary history? Sir, when gen- 
tlemen answer me this, in foro conscientia, I will 
calmly listen to their arguments for this proscention. 
I will try to be persuaded of the propriety of cou- 
verting this body into a grand council, to sit upon 
political creeds, and determine what is heterodox in 
our articles of faith; or into a committee of inquest, 
the instrument of defeated minorities or trium- 
phant majorities, empowered to proseeute and pun- 
ish obnoxious individuals. 

Mr. Speaker, I have hitherto sat in silence, when 
the subject of stavery has been brought up here, 
and stifled within my burning bosom the senti- 
ments which I could not utter. From my earliest 
childhood I have been taught that none but a 
slaveholder had a right to discuss the subject; 
and when I heard gentlemen constantly declaim- 
ing about it, nothing but your rigid rules pre- 
vented me from saying that the utterance of such 
sentiments in the State from which I come, by a 
statute drawn by my own hand, would doom 
them to the highest punishment knewn to the 
law. Let not gentlemen seek to disguise their de- 
signs, by confining their remarks to the abolition 
of slavery in this District. It stands here, as 
in the States, upon a tenure which you cannot 
dispute. It is a vested, indefeasible, inalienable 
right, existing prior to the cession by Maryland 
and Virginia—a right which those States did not 
and could not surrender. They themselves have 
no such power to violate vested rights. I deny your 
jurisdiction over the question, in any form; you have 
no authority to entertain it, even for a moment. It 
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is a flagrant and dangerous assumption of power; à 
stretch of prerogative that. can never be submitted 
to. Whenever such a power is assumed, you affect 
the stability of property, you violate a sacred char- 
ter, you throw open te every invader the closed por- 
tals of the Constitution, You manumit by fraud, 
and violence the slaves that you affect to pity; you 
doom them to beggary, outlawry, prostitution, and 
crime, and turn against them the arms of their 
own masters. Sir, gentlemen are eloquent on this 
subject. All their eloquence falls like an iceberg 
on my heart. I feel the impropriety of their course. 
Isee it in the alarm and distrust they hare pro- 
duced, in the anxious vigils of my neighbors, in the 
broken slumbers and startling dreams of the beau- 
tiful beings that we idolize and watch. What 
comfori, what guarantee, do your promises carry 
to the insulated plantations of the south? ‘What 
know you of our condition, living, as you do, in 
crowded cities, where your Jamp-eyed streets are 
sentinelled, and ten thousand bayonets bristle for 
your protection? Sir, your false benevolence, your 
officious interference, your incendiary publications, 
have already done as irremediable injury. You 
have demoraiized cur slave», and fired them with 
discontent, and made them feel a chain which they 
never felt until now. In their natural condition, 
before your emissaries came among us, they were 
more honest, virtuous, and independent, had more 
pride of character and love of country, than nine- 
tenths of the incendiaries that sign these petitions. 
Mr. Speaker, I am no prophet of evil, and speak 
on Cassandra voice; but E tell you, in the names 
of the 50,009 freemen T represent, thst we must 
be quieted on this question; not sooth d not 
drugged with opiates into temporary apathy, but 
we must receive a solemn assurance that our rights 
are neither to be questioned nor debated. When I 
speak of the South, I include this District. We 
plant our feet on this position. Jf yon can legislate 
on the subject here, you have jurisdiction in Vir- 
ginia. Ifyou preach your crusade in this metro- 
polis, the contagion will soon ‘spread in the adjoin- 
ing States. If you locate your colony of free ne- 
groes and enthusiasts here, you establish a battery 
from which may be thrown burning shells, filled 
with mischief and massacre, into every dwelling in 
the South. Here will be the rendezvous; here 
bigotry will muster its forces; from this political 
Vatican it will send forth its anathemas; and in a 
few years, a southern man will be hissed as he 
walks that avenue. Mr. Speaker, I will not im- 
peach the great body of the people of the North. It 
may not be her fault that the red squadrons of fa~ 
naticism are careering through her territories; that 
there is now in her bosom an agrarian and Vandal 
spirit, which would shake the doric edifice of her 
morals, and trample down the corinthian porticoes 
of literature and art. ' But it will be her crime if she 
does not resist and stifle its denationalizing stream, 
until it swells into a tide of blood. It will be her 
crime if she sits tamely by, while her sons heave in 
among us poisoned missiles and burning tiles, 
Sir, in times gone by this would not have been 
allowed. One common blood cemented the broad 
altar of liberty around which we worship. 
When the iron hurricane of war swept over this 
country, our fainting banner was borne aloft amid 
the dun battle and the dusky storm by united valor. 
And now, when the confederacy is sought to be 
destroyed; when the incendiary is lighting his torch, 
and the vultures of society are looking on with 
felon eyes—oh, now! may the sainted spirits of 
the dead, may the holy memories of the past, in- 
spire the brave and patriotic, in every quarter of 
the north, to rally upon the ramparts of the Consti- 
tution. Sir, with my hand on this heart, I can 
freely say that, in defence of, the Union, I would 
shed my blood. But there are eromrs and INSTITU- 
tions dearer still, part of our inheritance, essential 
to our existence, indispensable to our peace; and I 
should bea traitor and a craven to shrink from 
their defence.. Sir, continued Mr. C. my talented 
friend from South Carolina, (Mr. Pickens,) in a 
speech of extraordinary eloquence and passic n, de- 
clared that, on this subject, the South had no fears. 
I differ with that honorable member—I do fear, 
sir; not for my sunny State; net for my gallant 
constituents; nef for our fleecy fields; net for 
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our spreading commerce; not for the innocent 
that cluster around our fivesides; but for this 
glorious Union. We fear for this, sir; the horrid 
consequences, the long years of war, the conilicts 
between anarchy and despotism, growing darker 
and bloodier in the dusky vistas of futarity ; I 
pray God, sir, to preserve our country. Mr. 
Speaker, if this House joins the abolitionists; if you 
thus permit their avowed organ upon this floor to 
menace us with a future interference with our do- 
mestic rights, I warn you of the catastrophe that is 
at hand. We will abandon your councils; we will 
seize our arms and tear down the banner of union 
that floats over our heads, On you be the crime— 
on your hands the blood. But by our common an- 
cestry, by the recollections of the past and the hopes 
of the future, by the altars of our holy religion, by 
our hundred battlefields and the bones that rest 
upon them, E implore you to retrace your steps. 
S:r, we are on the verge of afrightful crisis. Look 
abroad for the evidences of alarm that crowd upon 
the eye. See this paper, now circulating here, bod- 
ing of disunion. View your excited galleries. In 
that one, see a thousand freemen in solemn crowds, 
as if to witness the funeral obsequies of the repub- 
lic. In this, a splendid array of beauty, imploring 
you, with the eloquence of grief, to save them from 
the consequences of yesterday. Sir, will you suffer 
it to go forth to the world that, by a vote of this 
House, yeuhave asserted the right of Southern slaves 
to petition for their freedom? Will you pause to 
punish an obscure citizen, while you allow the 
member from Massachusetts (Mr. Adams) to ban- 
quet upon the excitement he has occasioned? 

Who, sir, is this Reuben M. Whitney, that the 
House should pause now to inquire into his offen- 
ces? Efe has been denounced, week after week, 
on this floor, as a perjured traitor, knave, and vil- 
lain. Grantthat he is. Have these denunciations 
made no impression? Have they not been aided 
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character, and the contagion of passion? Have 
they left no prejudices in the minds ef members 
against the acenscd? Have these burning anathe- 
mas, caught up and circulated by a thousand pens, 
been furgotten? No, sir; no! If it be possible for 
a body like this, where the ordinary rules of evi- 
dence and pleading cannot be strictly observed, to 
form a correct judgment in any criminal prosecu- 
tion, Į insist upon it that, in this case, we should 
not go into a trial. How many here can put their 
hands on their hearts and say they have no pre- 
conceived opinions unfavorable to the accused— 
opinions imbibed from rumor, from the press, from 
the repeated charges made against him here? How 
many, I say, are qualified to act as judge or juror? 
Let gentlemen place themselves at that bar, in the 
position of the accused, and say if they would not 
challenge the right of every other man to enter 
upon trial. He may waive the right to plead to 
your jurisdiction, but gentlemen themselves should 
apply the right of challenge, not permitted the ac- 
cused at this bar, but granted to every felon ar- 
raigned before our courts of justice. Sir, I make 
no appeal to the sympathies of this House. I will 
not speak of the injury that may have already done 
to one who is pessibly innocent; of the loss of pub- 
lic confidence, and the pressure of publie confi- 
dence, and the pressure of public scorn; of fortune 
blighted, and future life made wretched; nor yet 
of those, the heart-stricken and the innocent, who 
must drain with him the dregs of this bitter cup. 
But I must ask you to look calmly at the case. On 
the one hand, a tribunal, composed of the repre- 
sentatives of a great people, claiming to live under 
a Government of equal laws; and on the oiher, an 
obscure citizen, denounced, as they think justly, by 
gentiemen of great distinction, ferreted by the press, 
snarled at by the terriers of society, “Tray, Blanch, 
and Sweetheart,” at every corner of the street, In 
this view of the case, I ask justice for the accused 
—Jjustice for yourselves. If crime he has been 
guity of, there is no law defining that crime. If he 
is to be put on his trial, there are no setiled rules 
prescribing the mode of trial. If judgment be pro- 
nounced against him, there is no other court to 
which he may appeal this side the grave! Sir, in 
the great volume of English history you will find 
many prosecutions of this character. But they were 


in times lorg gene by; and now, when the feelings 
that prompted them, and the judges, and their victims, 
are buried in the same oblivion, we view them 
as the relics of feudalism, and instructive, but 
revolting examples of human injustice and infir- 
mity. In more modern times, these prosecutions 
have been rare, and, before being brought toa 
conclusion, have been generally swept away by the 
currents of public disapprobation. “In vain,” 
says an able writer, “have courts of justice and ju- 
ries of our fellow-citizens been exclusively intrust- 
ed with the high and delicate discretion of inter- 
preting the laws and the facts, on which depend 
the rights, the property, and the reputation of every 
citizen.” In vain has the Constitution provided 
ample securities for all these. In vain have the 
laws explained and reinforced these provisions. 
In vain is every safeguard of constitution and law, 
of court and jury, if a naked resolution of Congress 
can overieap and prostrate them all; coerce the 
production of private papers; oblige 2 man to dis- 
close the history of his whole life, and compel him 
to answer, even though he may criminate himself; 
and all this without the forms of justice, without 
jadge cr jury, and before a tribunal whose jurisdic- 
tion is without limit or appeal. Ifa judge decides 
erroneously, or corruptly, or from the impulse of 
passion, he may be impeached, tried, and degraded. 
His decisions may be set aside, and justice, how- 
ever tardily, finally administered. But what reme- 
dy or resource is left to the citizen, whose feelings 
have been assailed, whose person threatened, whose 
reputation crushed under the weight of our dis- 
pleasure? Whom shall he look to for redress? 
Can he procure our impeachment? Can he bring 
his action of damages agains: the embodied repre- 
sentatives of the people? No, he is left without 
resource; like the victim of the inquisition, he must 
bear his tortures as bost he may, and thank Heaven 
that, though his timbs are dislocated, he has escaped 
* with life. 

Mr. Speaker, in conclusion, I ask, shall a body, 
no longer respected for its moderation and dignity, 
and not respecting itself; which has become, in 
some measure, an arena for the exhibition of angry 
passions and furious gladiators; where scenes of 
violence and disorder have so often been allowed 
to go unpunished; where your rules are set at defi- 
ance with impunity; where, not five years since, the 
member from Massachusetts, [Mr. Adams,] refused 
to vote, and persisted in that refusal, in contempt 
of the decision and the written rules of the 
House; and at the very same session, a mem- 
ber [Mr. Stanberry of Ohio,] was suffered 
to insult the Speaker, and to order him out 
of the chair, and forty-four members refus- 
ed to censure him; where, in fast, every thing 
derogatory to a deliberative assembly has been 
tolerated; shall such a body, in the exercise of an 
implied, substantive, and dangerous power, pro- 
ceed to arraign and panish an American citizen 
for declining to appear before a committee—not 
out contempt, as he declares, to it or to this House, 
but because its chairman had threatened “to take his 
life, if he moved his erm one inch!” Sir, this is a 
question which the pror.e of this country, without 
distinction of party, will answer. They will not 
inquire into the character of Whitney, his acts, past 
or present. They will recognise him as a citizen 
of this Republic, entitled to the protection of its 
laws; and, however the passions or the prejudices, 
or the convictions of this body, may decide against 
him, for this alleged contempt, be assured the peo- 
ple will reverse your judgment. 
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Or MISSISSIPPI. 

In the House of Representatives, Feb. 10, 1837—On 
the motion to arrest Reuben M. Whitney, Esq. 
for an alleged contempt. 

The following resolutions of Mr. LINCOLN, of 
Massachusetts-— 

Resolved, That whereas the Select Committee of 
‘this House, acting by the authority of this House, 
under a resclution of the 17th of January last, has 
reported that R. M., Whitney has peremptorily re- 
fused to give evidence to a summons duly issued 


H 


by said committee, and has addressed to the comnts 
mittee the letter reported by said committee to the 
House; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Speaker issue his warrant di» 
recting the Sergeant-at-arms to take into custody 
Reuben M. Whitney, that he may be brought to the 
bar of this House to answer for an alleged con- 
tempt of the House: i 

And the amendment of Mr. CLAIBORNE, of 
Mississippi, that “R. M. Whitney be allowed çoun- 
selon that cccasion, should he desire it”—being 
under consideration— 

Mr. GHOLSON addressed the Chair as follows: 

Mr. Speaker: I am aware that there exists a va- 
riety of opinions as to the power of this House to 
punish acis not interrupting the proceedings of the 
House nor committed in its presence, as con- 
tempts. This resolution assumes the facts that a 
contempt had been committed, and that the House 
possesses the power to punish it; and itis now pro- 
posed that, without farther inquiry, we shell de- 
prive a citizen of his liberty, and direct our Sergeant- 
at-arms to seize and hold him in custody. Ido 
not believe this House possesses any such power. 

Mr. Speaker, I am of opinion that the report of 
the commitice, upon which this proceeding is found- 
ed, is based upon the letter of Mr. Whitney giv-n 
to the House by the committee; and, as such, the 
House must, in coming to a conclusion, take into 
consideration the letter of Whitney, and the rea- 
sons given in that letter for his refusal to appear 
before the committee. Mr. Speaker, I am one of 
those who deny the power of this House to punish 
for constructive contempts. T, sir, do not believe 
there is any power given to this House, by the 
Constitution, to punish a citizen of this country 
for a constractive contempt, growing out of his 
refusal to appear before a committee of this House, 
standing as the present witness does towards the 
chairman of that commiitee. Sir, there is no law 
giving authority to place an American citizen under 
duress under such circumstances; and I, sir, for 
one, never can give my consent to see authority 
exercised by this House that I do not believe it pos- 
sesses; but it is said the exercise of this authority is . 
necessary to the preservation of our rights. Sir, I 
think such a preservation of our rights as this, pro- 
mises, ere long, to take from us the rights we now 
have. Gentlemen talk of the rights and dignity of 
this House, and say they must be respected. Tsay 
to them that we, as the representatives of the people, 
come here with delegated powers, and are bound 
to keep within the pale of the Constitution, which 
Constitution is the palladium of our rights and liber- 
ties, and gives this House no power to place an 
American citizen in the custody of our Sergeant-at- 
arms for a constructive contempt. Sir, after the 
proceeding of this House in relation to the honora- 
ble gentleman from Massachusetts, and his petition 
from thirty-two slaves, what is this House to con- 
sider a contempt? 

Sir, it is contemptuously asked by honorable 
gentlemen on this floor, who is the contemptuous 
Reuben M. Whitney? I answer, that I know him 
only as an American citizen; and, as such, entitled 
to all the privileges and immunities of the Con- 
stitution. I ask gentlemen, in return, from what 
source do they derive the power to place him 
in custody? I tell gentlemen, at the outset, 
that precedents from the British Parliament 
cannot be received by me as authority for the arrest 
of an American citizen. I, sir, have the honor to 
represent in part the highly honorable, democratic, 
and patriotic people of Mississippi; a people who, 
from the democratic character of their institutions, 
are known to be tenacious of their rights; and I 
cannot, as their representative, sit idly here and 
see one known to possess the high and exalted pri- 
vileges of an American citizen arrested by order of 
this House, brought as a prisoner to answer at the 
bar, without attempting to arrest the course of usur- 
pation, and exercise of such nsurped power, on the 
part of this House, over the rights of the people. 

Sir, the doctrine contained in the parliamentary 
annals of Great Britain, and given in the prece 
dents of the House of Commons, is utterly repug- 
nant to the spirit and genius of our renublican in- 
stitutions, The English law of privilege, and the 
power of the British Parliament to punish for con - 
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tempts, is undefined, uplimitea, and unknown to 
the subject, except as particular cases occur, in 
which Parliament, in their omnipotent diseretion, 
chocse to exercise it. Thus it is that the infliction 
of punishment is the first. evidence of the existence 
of the rule under which it is inflicted. 

Mr. Speaker, let us inquire fora moment into 
the circumstances under which it is proposed to 
bring Mr. Whitney before this House. 

Sir, by the very terms of the resolution under 
which we are to act, it is for an alleged contempt, 
and that allegation sustained only by construction. 
Sir, the honorable chairman of the committee be- 
fore whow Mr. Whitney has refused to appear 
and for which refusal this proceeding is instituted, 
has, according to his reported sperch, made on this 
floor, asserted that he would, on a certain occasion, 
and that, ioo, whilst he was acting as a member of 
a committee appointed by the order of this House, 
and at a time this witness, Whitney, was before 
that committee as a witness, and whilst this hono- 
rable chairman was acting in a judicial capacity, 
have taken the life of this witness if he had moved 
hishand. Yes, sir, if he had moved his arm one 
inch, even in lus own defence, the honorable chair- 
man of this committee informs us that he would 
have taken his life; and that in defence of his friend, 
the honorable gentleman from Tennessee, who, he 
states, Was rashing upon Whitney. [Here Mr. 
Wise explained} 

Mr. Speaker, the honorable gentleman’s expla- 
nation amcunts to the same ihing that I had stated; 
he admits that his friend, the honorable g2ontteman 
from Tennessee, was advancing upon Whitney, 
whilst Whitney was before the committee a3 a wit- 
ness. Bir, Lam not to be deterred by the honora- 
ble gentleman’s implied threat, nor by his imputation 
and “insinuation” that I had misquoted him. 

[The Speaker stated that he had not understood 
the honorable gentleman from Virginia to male 
any threai, or ke would have interposed; and that 
the gentleman from Mississippi must not make 
personal allusions] Mr. Speaker, I shall, in ar- 
guing this question, pursue the same course that 
other gentlemen have pursued on this floor. I as- 
sure the honorable gentleman from Virginia, that 
ifhe expects to intimidate me, he has mistaken his 
man. Ishall pursue my own course, without re- 
gard to his implied threat. Then, sir, what is the 
distinguishing difference in the statement first 
given, and the one now given by the honorable 
gentleman who is chairman, and before whom 
Whitney refuses to appear? In eithir event, the 
life of Whitney was to be taken, even if he defend- 
ed himself against the honorable gentleman from 
Tennessee; and it is for this that gentlemen say he 
has been guilty of a contempt of this House. Sir, 
Iam not prepared to force a witness before a com- 
mitteee, when the chairman of that committee 
stands in such relation towards the witness as the 
honorable chairman does in this instance. Then I 
ask, is it a contempt of this House for a witness to 
refuse to appear before a committee of this House 
under such circumstances; and has this House the 
power, and will we be acting in accordance with 
the authority vested in us by the Constitution, to 
have the witness brought to the bar of -his House 
to answer forsuch refusal? I certainly think, upon 
examination, it will be found that this House pos- 
sesses no such power. 

If the witness be sent before the committee, self- 
defence is the paramount law of our nature. Self- 
defence is one of the natural rights that all men in 
this country possess. Self-defence is one of the 
inalienable rights, dear to this witness, secured to 
all American citizens by the very nature of our 
free institutions; and, if he goes, he must be per 
mitted to go before the committee armed for his 
own protection; for he is apprized of the feelings of 
the honorable chairman of the committee towards 
him, by the expression of the honorable gentleman 
made.on this floor. Sir, if we force the witness be- 
fore the committee, and: he goes there armed, (and 
Thold that we cannot think of forcing him there- 
without the power to protect himself,) may not the 
result be such as we would regret, and would we 
not be responsible for the consequences? Let me 
ask, willnot Whitney commit a greater contempt by 
going before the committee armed than he has done 
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in refusing to go before the committse under the 
circumstances of this case? Then, sir, I believe 
Whitney, under the circumstances, is justifi- 
ed m refusing .to appear before the commit- 
tee. Then, if we order Whitney into custody, 
and to be brought to the bar of this Howse to 
answer, as’a criminal, will we not do so in viola- 
tion of all his rights asa citizen, and will we not 
establish a dangerous precedent? Has this House 
the power to try offenders?’ Has this House the 
power to fine and imprison? And do gentlemen 
intend to carry out the doctrine of the British Par- 
liament, which is, that the Parliament is omnipo- 
tent? Does not the Constitution secure to all men 
the right of irial by jury; and, if we bring him to 
answer at the bar, will we not try him by two hun- 
dred and forty judges? The honorable members 
of this House, who will sit as judges iu their own 
case—for he isto be tied for a contempt to this 
House—-we, the members composing this House, 
then, surely, are not his proper triers; and if we 
convict him, what punishment can we inflict? Is 
it not a solemn mockery to order the Speaker of 
this House to sav to him, Sir, in accordance with 
the order of this Fiouse, am instructed to reprimand 
you; yeu are, therefore, hereby reprimanded? And 
this, too, will be without the authority of the Con- 
stitution, and in direct violation of the rights se- 
cured by that sacred instrument. But gentlemen 
say this is necessary to secure the dignity and 
enforce the power of this House. What! necessary 
that we should disregard ihe rights of our citizens, 
and sav to the people of the United States. that we. 
the House of Representatives, possess and exercise 
unlimited control over the persons of our citizens? I 
understand the Constitution to have been formed 
for the purposes, amongst others, of protecting our 
citizens from fhe aggressions of those in power; 
and we have no right to protect ourselves, as a 
body, beyond the rights secured to ns by that in- 
strument, which rights are fully defined. .Let me 
ask gentlemen if this is the language of republican 
democracy? If it is, may Heaven protect the peo- 
ple I have the honor in part to represent on this 
floor from the action of such Cemocracy. Sir, the 
powers of this House, as defined, specified, and 
pointed out by the Constitution, are: First. To 
choose their own Speaker and other officers. 
Secendly. Tv originate all bills for raising revenue. 
Thirdly. The sole power of impeachment. Fourth- 
ly. To determine the rules of its own proceedings, 
punish its members for disorderly behavior, and 
expel a member with the concurrence of two- 
thirds. Fifthly. The power to judge of tbe clec- 
tions, qualifications, and returns of its members. 

Mr. Speaker, from the course this House is 
taking through committees, we are giving to Reu- 
ben M. Whitney an importance that I cannot for 
a moment believe he possesses in relation to this 
Government. F think, then, there is no doubt it ‘s 
the object of certain gentlemen on this floor to reach 
the character of the Secretary of the Treasury and 
the President, hy means of the sacrifice that is by 
this proceeding to be made of Whitney. Gentle- 
men are mistaken if they think to mislead the pub- 
lie mind in this way: they have made certain 
charges of corruption against this administration; 
they have asked of this House undefined power to 
prove these charges; that power has been granted 
them, as unlimited as they have asked it: they 
cannot now shield themselves behind the intended 
sacrifice of Reuben M. Whitney. Sir, the Presi- 
dent has, by his sagacity and firmness, added to a 
series of patriotic efforts, triumphed, I hope for 
ever, over the deep-laid schemes of a subtle aristo- 
cracy to wrest this Government from its primitive 
principles, and engraft upon it the worst finits of 
ancient and discarded abuses. After having laid 
his country under obtivations which ensure him 
the lasting gratitude of his fellow-citizens, and 
veneration of future ages, the President is now on 
the eve of retiring from all public employment. 
Gentlemen need not think to destroy his well- 
earned reputation in this way: freemen are not so 
easily imposed upon: gentlemen need not think te 
shield themselves secnrely behind the sacrifice of 
an humble citizen. 

Mr. Speaker, let ms not be misunderstood. | I 
admit, unquestionably, Congress is the great in- 


quest of the nation, and, as such, possesses certain 
powers necessary to all inqniries into the adminis- 
tration of the Government: but I maintain that 
these powers are limited both by the constitutional 
provisions and laws growing out of them, and-that 
they cannot be exercised in violation of either; if 
they could, the power of Congress would. be inde- 
pendent and unlimited, above all responsibility to 
the Constitution, the laws, or the people who made 
them. 

If every citizen of the United States, from be- 
coming in some way obnoxious to a member of 
Congress, or a party in Congress, er for political 
purposes, may be dragged before a committee, and 
at pleasure ordered to bring his papers, without 
specifying which or for what purpose; questioned 
as to his private affairs; threatened, and if he re- 
sists with the firmness becoming a freeman, his life 
‘placed in jecpardy; and if he refuse to attend on a 
commiitec, he can be arrested and brought in cus- 
tody to answer at the bar of this Flouse; if all this 
can be done by the mere naked authority of Con- 
gress; nay, sir, by the naked authority of this 
House, I ask, where is there any security whatever 
Jor the person, the rights, or the reputation of any citi- 
zen of the United States? 


REMARKS OF MR. BUCHANAN, 
Or PENNSYLVANIA. 

In the Senete, Friday, Feb. 24, 1837.—Upon the 
proposition made by Mr. Nikes, of Connecticut, 
to reduce the duty on the importation of foreign 
coal. . 


Mr. BUCHANAN said he would not impose 
upon himself the task of following the Senator from 
Connecticut (Mr. Niles) throughout his ergument.: 
If he were to pursue this course, we should not 
close our contest even at the rising of the stars, 
which was the time appointed for the termination 
of the ancient irials by battle. He should, there- 
fore, content himself with some general observa- 
tions on the subject. i 

Mr. B. congratulated the Senator from Con- 
necticut upon his rapid advance towards the true 
doctrine upon this question. Some weeks ago that 
Senator, as chairman cf the Committee on Manu- 
factures, had reported a bill to repeal altogether 
the duties upon the importation of foreign coal. 
After reflection, he now merely proposed to hasten, 
by a few years, the operaticn of the compromise 
act in relation to this article, by reducing the duty 
to one dollar per ton, after September next, and to 
sixty cents per ton after September, 1838. Judging 
from this rapid change in his opinion, Mr. B, had 
good reason to hope that if the Senator could have 
a few weeks longer for further reflection, he would 
acknowledge himself to be wrong, and permit the 
reduction of this duty to keep pace with the reduc- 
tion of duties upon other protected articles. It was 
now, under his proposed amendment, only a ques- 
tion of two or three years, sooner or later; but it 
was one involving the important principle whether 
this grest staple of Pennsylvania was entitled to 
the san:: proiection with other articles of domestic 
production. 

Mr. B. said he would undertake to demonstrate 
that coal was an article as clearly embraced, both 
by the letter and the spirit of the compromise act of 
1833, as the woollen manufactures of Connecticut, 
or any uther domestic fabric. Here, he would 
take occasion to make some general suggestions 
in relation to this act. He had stated on a former 
occasion that when this hill had passed he was in 
a foreign land. When he received the informa- 
tion of its passage, and that it had caused all the 
angry elements of political strife to subside, and 
produced peace and tranquillity at home, he hailed 
the news with more heartfelt joy than any other 
political event which he had ever heard. He did 
not then wait to examine its provisions. He was 
surrounded by persons who were predicting that 
our Union was on the point of dissolution. ‘The 
tone of our public papers, as well as the debates in 
Congress at that period, had led those to believe, 
who did not understand the recuperative energies 
of ew Constitution, that we were on the very eve 
of separation. The passage of the compromise 
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bill dissipated this illusion throughout Europe. 
Upon subsequent reflection, he could not say 
whether, balancing the difficulties which surround- 
ed the question, he would or he would not have 
voted for this measure, had he then been a member 
of the Senate. ; 

But this bill had received the sanction of all the 
competent authorities of the country. It was now 
the law ofthe land. It was the price which we had 
paid fer domestic peace and tranqnillity. It was 
the act which restored harmony to the Union. 
Under these circumstances, he could not consider 
it as a mere ordinary act of legislation. It is true 
we might repeal it; yet he thought there wasa 
mora] obligation imposed upon us to give it a fair 
trial. From the recent debates and proceedings in 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania, and from his own 
knowledge of the sentiments of the people of that 
State, he believed that, in expressing this opinioa, 
he was speaking the voice of a large majority upon 
that subject, notwithstanding many might suppose 
that this act would not yield sufficient protection to 
some branches of our manufactures. 

What was the nature of this compromise? Efe 
would state it briefly. It provided fora gradual 
reduction of the then existing duties on pretected 
articles until they should sink to twenty per cent. 
on the 30th June, 1842; and after that period this 
amount of protection would be secured to the agri- 
cultural, manufacturing, and mining productions of 
the country. The credits for duties, which were 
now extended to importers, would then be abolish- 
ed, and they must be paid in ready money. This 
would be an important advantage to our domestic 
industry; as it was notorious that, at the present 
time, importers of foreign merchandise converted 
the credits which they received from the Govern- 
ment into so much active capital, to be employed in 
making farther importations. Besides, the com- 
promise law provides that, after June, 1842, the 
duties shall be assessed on the value of the goods 
at the portot entry in this country, and not, as at 
present, on their value at the foreign port from 
whence they are exported. It also enacts that a 
number of articles essential to our manufactures, 
and which cannot come into competition with any 
of them, shall then be admitted free of duty. 

Mr. B. would feel more confidence that this duty 
of twenty per cent. with the other advantages se- 
cured to our domestic industry by this act, would be 
sufficient to sustain our manufactures after the year 
1842, if it were not forone counteracting cause. 
Tie referred to the rapidly increasing amount of our 
paper currency. Should it become much more de- 
preciated than it was at present, our manufactures 
wonld be in great danger. Jt was impossible that 
the manufactures of any country, where the cur- 
rency was greatly depreciated, conld sustain a com- 
petition with those of another country possessing 
any thing like equal advantages, where the curren- 
cy was in a sound and healthy condition, without 
an amount of protection which the American pec- 
ple would never sanction. It was fortunate for us 
that, at the present moment, the currency of Eng- 
land was not in a better condition than our own. 
For his own part, he should give no vote at the 
present time which might tend to disturb this com- 
promise. In this respect he would follow what he 
believed to be public opinion in the State which he 
had in part the honor to represent. 

Was coal a protected article which had been em- 
braced by the compromise act? The whole argu- 
ment contained in the Senator’s report from the 
Committee on Manufactures rests upon the princi- 
ple that it was not. He alleges that the duty col- 
lected upon its importation had always been merely 
for the purpose of revenue; and he assumes the 
fact that although the tariff of May, 1824, had rais 
ed this duty from 5 to 6 cents per heaped bushel, 
there was no intention, by this increase, to afford 
protection to the domestic article. For this reason 
he contends that it is not within the spirit and mean- 
ing of the compromise act; that itis not one of the 
great interests intended to be protected by it, and 
that the question is left as entirely open as if we 
were now, for the first time, about to determine 
whether we should impose a duty on the importa- 
tion of foreign coal. This was the scape of the ar- 
gument contained in the report, 


Mr.-B. must be permitted to say that the Sena- 
tor had entirely mistaken the fact upon which his 
whole argument was founded. He believed he 
personally knew as much concerning the origin and 
progress of the tariff of 1824 as any man living, the 
Senator from Kentucky himself (Mr. Clay,) not 
excepted. “Al which he saw, and part of which 
he was.” The gentleman who reported and carried 
that measure through the House, the late Judge 
Tod, was. his colleague from Pennsylvania, with 
whom, during the whole progress of the bill, he had 
been in constant and daily habits of intimacy. ‘That 
gentleman would have been faithless to his high 
trust if, in the general protection afforded to all the 
great interesis of the country by that bill, he had 
neglected an interest which was then attracting 
great attention in the State of Pennsylvania, and 
enlisting public feeling strongly in its favor. His 
memory was not justly liable to any such imputa- 
ton. Mr. B. knew the fact. 

It was trne thatin 1823, the year previous to the 
passage of this law, only six thousand tons of coal 
had been carried to market in Philadelphia; but 
the coal region had been explored, and it had been 
ascertained that a large portion of our morn- 
tainous territory was filled with this precious mine- 
ral. Without protection, there could not have 
been sufficient capital invested to extract it from 
the bowels of the earth and transport it to market. 
A duty of six cents per bushel was therefore in- 
serted in the original draught of the bill; and, ac- 
cording to his best recollection, no voice had been 
raised against this provision. "What, then, had be- 
come of the corner-stone of the Senator’s argu- 
ment? 

‘The Senator says this was a mere revenue duty. 
How had he attempted to prove his position? Only 
by contending that such ought to have been the case. 


; On the same principle, and by arguments equally 
; conclusive, he might withdraw the protection now 


afforded by vur laws from any other article of do- 
mestie production. In the whole range of these 
articles, there was scarcely one better entitled to 
the fostering care of the Government, upon the 
acknowledged principles of the tariff policy, tzan 
the article of coal. 

In selecting objects supereminently entitled to 
protection, two questions had always been asked: 
were they necessaries of life? and if so, was there a 
fair prospect that, by affording protection to them 
for a limited period, they would af.erwards be able 
to protect themselves without burdening the com- 
munity? Let us test the article of coal by these 
principles. It would be vain to waste arguments 
for the purpose of proving that coal is one of the 
necessaries of life. Our forests are rapidly disap- 
pearing with the progress of improvement. This 
is the only article of fuel with which the eastern 
cities and the eastern portion of our Union can now 
he supplied. Without it, our people would Fe ex- 
posed to the greatest suffering, and many of our 
manufactories must cease to exist. Was it then 
wise, was it politic, to be dependent upon a foreign 
nation for such an article? If we were, a war with 
England would at once cut off our supply. Fuel 
is of such indispensable necessity to human exist- 
ence, in our climate, that we must be greatly de- 
pendent upon any country from whence is it de- 
rived. 

Bot again. Although the bounty of Providence 
had furnished us with coal in the greatest profusion, 
yeta certain fixed protection was required to bring 
the native article into common use. Those who 
framed the tariff of 1824 believed that, with such a 
protection for a few years, the supply could be ren- 
dered abundant, and that the people would enjoy 
this article at a moderate price. The rapid pro- 
gress of the coal trade in Pennsylvania had abun- 
dantly justified their prudent foresight. 

We then well knew that coal was to be found 
every where in abundance throughout long and 
wide ranges of ovr mountains. But how were we 
to approach them? How were we to transport it to 
the commercial frontier of the country; where the 
chief demand for it existed? Only by penetrating 
these mountains by canals and railroads. The en- 
terprise and the capital of the State and of our 
people, under the protection which Congress had 
afforded, have already, to a great extent, accom- 


Paar tT EE TTS 


plished this purpose. The six thousand tons of 
1823 had in 1836 increased to nearly seven hun- 
dred thousand tons. Was there any example on 
record of an interest which had grown so rapidly? 
He should not undertake to estimate the amount of 
capital which had been invested in this business. 
In the memorial which he had presented to the 
Senate some days since, it was stated to be not less 
than forty millions of dollars. He believed that 
this statement did not exceed the truth, and the 
amount was still rapidly increasing. At the pre~ 
sent moment, some of our enterprising citizens 
were engaged in constructing a difficult and an ex 
pensive canal from Columbia, on the Susquehanna, 
to the tide waters of the Chesapeake, which would 
open a vast coal region, and furnish an immense 
addizonal supply of this necessary article. This 
canal alone would cost not less than two millions of 
dollars. 

And yet this is the interest, the protection of 
which the Senator from Connecticut thinks he may 
consider as a question entirely open. According 
to him, ali the vast amount of capital expended 
npon it, under the faith of your laws, entitles it to 
no favorable consideration from Congress. Mr. 
B. said that with the very same, or perhaps greater 
propriety, ke might propose to violate the compro- 
mise, and reduce the duty on woollen or cotton 
goods, notwithstanding the amount which had been 
expended in the erection of woollen and cotton 
manufactories. He should be sorry to make any 
such proposition. The persons interested in the 
coal trade had only asked to remain on the same 
footing with the other great interests of the country. 
They know that before the year 1842 they will be 
able to protect themselves. Nay, more; they have 
expressed their entire willingness to share the same 
fate with other interests, in case Congress should 
deein it necessary to reduce the duties on protected 
articles generally to the standard of twenty per cent, 
more rapidly than the compromise act requires. 
Fair play is all they demand; and fair play,.so far 
as he was concerned, they should have. 

The Senator says that the coal trade of Penn- 
sylvania is a monopoly in the hands of a few cor- 
porations, and, therefore, it is necessary, in order 
to keep the price within reasonable limit, that there 
should be foreign competition. But the gentleman 
had been as much mistaken in this as in other par- 
ticulars. Mr. B. could not conceive how such an 
idea had suggested itself to the Senator, unless it. 
might have been from the statement in the memo- 
rial to which he had referred, that this coal was 
brought to the Philadelphia market on three canals 
which belonged to incorporated companies; and 
hence, without other information, he should infer 
that all the coal lands were owned by these com- 
panies. It is true this would not be a very logical 
deduction; but he could conceive of no other rea- 
son for the Senator’s statement that the coal trade 
was a monopoly. 

What was the true statement of the case. The 
coal region in Pennsylvania, if not boundless, was 
sufficiently extensive to be far beyond the reach of 
monopoly. It had been the subject of immense 
speculation. It was now held by a very great 
number of proprietors, all of whom had it in their 
power to send this article to market. The supply 
was so bountiful as to place monopoly at defiance, 
The domestic cempetition, from the very nature of 
things, must reduce the price to the lowest point 
at which the article could be extracted from the 
bowels of the earth and transported to market, 
making a reasonable allowance for interest on the 
capital employed. The Legislature of Pennsylva- 
nia had fixed the tolls upon the canals and rail- 
toads which penetrate the coal region, at reasona- 
ble rates; and the Senator himself might, if he 
thought proper, purchase coal land to almost any 
extent he pleased, and embark in this business 
which he seems to consider so profitable. The 
value of the coal in the mines most accessible has 
not been estimated at more than from twenty-five 
to fifty cents per ton. 

The canal between Columbia and the Chesa- 
peake, to which Mr. B. had referred, would be 
completed in less than two years. This would open 
amore extensive region of coal lands upon the 
Susquehanna than all which had yet been brought 
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~ nto use in other parts of the State, and woald: y 


greatly increase the domestic competition and. the 
consequent supply in the eastern markets, 

What, then, had raised the present clamor on the 
subject of coal? 


canals continued -to be frozen for several weeks 
“Jater than usual; whilst the winter of that year 
commenced two weeks earlier... From four to six: 
“weeks? business was thus lost, averaging at the rate 
© of 20,000 tons per-week. “Hence, although the 
« quantity brought to market during the last year was 
about 140,000 tons more than that of the preceding 
year, fet it was less by at least 160,009 tons than 
what it would have been had not these adverse cir- 
cumstances occurred. ‘This has been the cause of 
the scarcity, and the consequent high price of the 
article. - This price had been. rendered: still more 
extravagant by the opportunity for ‘speculation 
which this state of things presented, and which had 
been eagerly embraced. But would it- not be a. 


miserable policy for statesmen to pursue, if they: 


i should, on account of. this accidental deficiency in 
a particular year, rashly pass a’ general law to pro- 
vide for a case which had ‘never occurred before, 
and he should venture te predict would not occur 
again?’ During all the previous years since this 

‘article had been brought into common use, with a 

single exception, large supplies had remained un- 

sold at the close of the season. In the years 1834 

and 1835 the price of coal in Philadelphia ranged 


“between $4 75 and $6 per ton, according to the- 


quality; and if it had now risen greatly beyond 
» that price, the causes have been peculiar and tran- 
‘sient. It was confidently expected from the prepa- 
_ rations already made, that more than 900,000 tons 
> would be brought to market during the present 


“year; and if, the.demand. should justify it, ‘this. 


would be increased to 1,200,000 tons in the year 
_ 1838. ` 
It would scem that this blow had been aimed ex- 
- elusively at Pennsylvania; and thus it would be un- 
derstood by her citizens, notwithstanding any dis- 
claimer which might be made to the contrary. ` Let 
“such an attemptproceed from what quarter it might, 
he should be unworthy of his seatthere, if he did not 
_ resist it with all his power. We had frequently 
been flattered by. being told of the patriotism of 
Pennsylvania, and of her devotion to the Union; but 
when questions arose affecting her essential inte- 
rests, we had tco often discovered that these com- 
.pliments were words, mere idle words. | An at- 


tempt was now made to exclude her most import- 
ant interest from the benefits cf the compromise 
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act, whilst cther domestic interests should re- 
main protected; and we. would: now discover from 
the vote'on this amendment, who were her real and 
who were her professing: friends... -And kere he 
would tender his thanks to: the committee on Fi- 
nance, Whose bil now before the Senate did. not 
embrace a reduction or repeal of the duties on 
this article, 

Mr. B. deplored the condition ef the poor in our 
‘large cities at. this inclersent season of the year. He 
sympathized with them: ia their sufferings, and 
would gladly afford them relief, if it were in his 
power. Butwould the amendment accomplish this 
object? Befere it could possibly. become a law, 
and-any supply of foreign. coal -be received, even 
from Nova Scotia, our canals would be again open, 
domestic coal would pour in upon them, and the 
price wonld be reduced, never again, he trusted, to 
rise beyond its fair value... If he believed the pre- 
senthigh -price would continue, he might himself 
be strongly ‘inclined to vote for a reduction of the 
duty. : : 
Whilst from his heart he regretted the sufferings 

of the. poor in. our commercial cities, it was his 
duty- not to. forget the interests of the same Glass 
who are engaged in the interior in conducting the 
-coal trade. ` The coal in the mine was not worth 
more than from twenty-five to fifty cents per ton. 
All the additionalvaine of the article arose from 
the wages of labor, from the price of freight and 
commissions, and -from the tolls. upon our canals 
and railroads. = The number of laborers employed: 
in this business was veryereat, and increasing 
every year. Their -righis ought to be protected; as 
well as those of other citizens: To throw them out 
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He wéuld state the cause. -Thè 
spring of 1836 was uncommonly: backward. -The 
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of employment for the: benefit of foreign labur; 


would be both cruel and unjust. °° 5 


There was another view of this subject” well 


‘worthy of our consideration. ` The coasting rade 
in coal, of which-our countrymen enjoyed the mo- | 


nopoly, promised in a few yéars to: become almost 
as great-a nursery of seamen for our navy and 
commercial marine, asthe same trade now was in 
Great Britain: - Already, daring the last year, there 
had sailed- from. New York and Philadelphia five 


“thousand vessels laden with this article, whose 


freight amounted to more than a million of dollars. 
This trade would soon be able to protect itself, un- 
less you arrest its progress by rash and imprudent 
legislation. All we ask is that you shall let us 
alone. In that event you. will protect your ma- 
rine, and raise up sailors who will carry your flag 
in triumph over the world. ` : 
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DUTY ON FOREIGN. COAL. 


SPEECH OF MR. NILES, 
OF Cornroricur, 

In Senate, Friday, February 24, on the dill to alter 
and amend the several acts imposing duties on 
imports, Mr. Nirzs“offered the following amend- 
ment: 

“That from and after the thirtieth day of Sep- 
tember, 1837, the duty on fossil coal, culm coal 
screenings, and coke, imported into the United 
States, shall be one dollar per ton of two thousand 
two hundred and forty pounds, and that after the 
30th day of September, 1838, the duty shall be 
sixty cents pel ton.” i 

Mr. NILES adidréssed the Senate at considerable 
length in support of bis amendment. and upon the 
principles of the bill, Ite remarked that it was 
known to the Seuate that the subject of the duty on 
coal had been brought under the consideration of 
the Committee on Manufactures, of which he was 
a member, and that in pursuance of the instruction 


of said committee, he had reported a bill for the. 


entire repeal of the duty on foreign coal; but as it 
was noth{s intention to’ call up that bill, he had 
offered this amendment to the bill under considera~ 
tion, which related to the ‘same general subject of 
the reduction of duties. The Committee'on Manu- 
factures had also made a report, containing some- 
what at length their views of the subject, and their 
reasons for the reduction or repeal of the duty on 
coal; and did he suppose that Senators had exam- 
ined that report, he would forbear any remarks in 
support of the amendment he offered; but from the 
great pressure on the time and attention of every 


_ Senator, and as the subject. was not one of general 


interest, he had. reason to-believe that few: gentle- 
men had given much attention to the ‘report to 
which:he had referred. Ele should, therefore, as 
briefly as he cauld, submit some general considera- 
tions in favor of the amendment. The present Jaw 
imposes a duty of six cents per heaped bushel on 
coal in general terms; and from the vague and inde- 
finite nature of the language, several questions have 
arisen, and prosecutions have been instituted. to re- 
cover the duty in cases of doubt, nnder the present 
law. He believed a suit had been commenced in 
Pennsylvania in respect to coal screenings; and one 
had recently been decided in New York against the 
United States, the object of which was to recover 
the duty on imported coke. The jury decided that 
coke was not coal, and therefore not subject-to duty 
by the existing Jaw. < Coke bears the same relation 
to fossil coal that charcoal. does to wood. It is 
fossil coal charred, or burned, and loses. fifty or 
sixty per cent. in weight by the process. The law 
is defective; and ifthe duty was to be maintained at 
its present rate, it ought to be amended. But his 
object was a reduction of the duty. A majority of 
the Committee on Manufactures had recommended 
a repeal, and he had concurred in that opinion; but 
being satisfied that a repeal of the duty could not 
be carried at this time, he now only sought to-ob- 


“crease of jy 


` import 


A ton of coal contained about: 
twenty-seven or eight bushels; and at the present. 
-rate of impost, pays a duty-of'about one dollar-and H 
seventy cents, or now something- Jess, as “by” the: 
operation of the act of 1833, the duty has. been re~: 


swhich have hitherto supplied their wants. 
teansition from one description of fuel to the other 
“has been astonishingly rapid within the last five or 


duced from six cétits to five and oné-third cents per 


‘bushel,’ -The reduction proposed is about forty per 


cent. on‘ the 30th. of September. next; and in one 
year from that-period, about seventy per cent.: The 
rate of duty at that time, should the amendment.be 
adopted, would be about the same as what it’ will 


“be reduced toin 1849, under the provisions. of the 


act of 1833; that -is, about twénty per cent. but” 
probably rather aboye that rate... ` A 
The duty.on coal was imposed for revenue anly, 
so far as respects ‘all thefornier acts; and even as 
to the last act, that of 1824, it can hardly be claim- 
ed that the increase*.of duty was designed for pros 
tection... The act of 1789, which. was the-first um- 
posing duties on imports, subjected. coal to a duty 
of two cents per heaped bushel; the next year‘it ’ 
-was raised to three cents; in. 1792, to four anda 
half cents; in 1816, when the whole system of 
revenue was revised at the close of the war, it was 
increased to five cents per bushel; and in 1824 to 
six cents. The act of 1824, which increased the 
duty one cent per. bushel, is the only one that can 
‘be considered as having had any reference to. pro- 
tection ; nor isit by any means clear, that the ‘ad-. 
dition: to. the duty made by that act had any refer- 
ence to thé protection of the domestic interest, for 
the country was then-oppresséd with debt from the 
war expënditeres, and the rates “of duty of many 
articles ver inereased for the purpose of" revenne, 
and wł vere in oe way connected with any-do- 
mesti¢ into.) But there is another and stronger 
reason tec o prove that the. ebfect’of the in- 
ihe act of 1824, was. not-prolec- 


tion, Theb J trade then could “hardly! be 
said to ex d itean scarcely be supposed that 
Congres led a prespectivé protection of, an 


n existence, or not of suficient ` 
ad attention. | 'Yhë preceding 
he whole amcunt of anthra- 
cite cëui cht tu. mariet, was less 
than six thousand tons. «Fhe. first anthracite coal 
which ‘was introduced as an article of, fuel, was in 
the year 1820, when a few hundred tons only. were 
used. Tt -has been. increasing since that time. to. the 
‘present. For some years. the increase was very 
slow, but of late it has been very rapid ; and since 
1831, the anthracite coal which has brought into 
the market from Pennsylvania alone, has increased . 
about one hundred. thousand tons: per annum. 
During the year 1836, nearly 700,000. tons were. 
mined end brought to market. Fossil coal has 
now become a common article of fuel. in all-the 
cities and towns on the Atlantic: border of the 
Union, and its use is‘extending into the country ; 
and it is extensively used in factories. The primitive 
forests have been destroyed, and what remain are 
wanted for timbers It appears tobe. the natural 
order and course ‘of things, that- during the ‘early 
stages of the settlement ofevery country, the forests 
are the natural resource, for supplying the inhabi- 
tants with fuel; but, in the progress of time, ‘this 
resource must fail; the forests disappear. before the 
industry and enterprise of man, and the lands are 
brought under cultivation: © As every country bë- 
comes older and more populous, a; greater portion 
of the lands are required for tillage, to supply ‘the 
wants of the inhabitants; but when the forests-aró 
destroyed, and the lands generally brought into 
cultivation, some other resource must be discov- 
ered to supply fuel, one of the most indispensable _ 
articles of life; and a beneficent Providence“has 
provided ahnost every country with an. inexhausti- 
ble supply of fuel in its mountains, which are not 
susceptible of cultivation. This is. eminently true 
in the United States. No country.on-the globe is 
more abundantly provided with fossil coal, or with 
better natural facilities. of transporting it to the 
places where it may be wanted. West of the 
mountains coal abounds-almost every where ; east 
it is notso generally: prevalent, yet there are large 
distriets containing -a supply for all ume to come, 
most of which are in the State of Pennsylvania. 
Ja the older portions of the United States, we have 


interest ne 


season, th 


-justarrived ata period when the inhabitants must 


depend on fossil coal for fuel, instead of the forests 
: $ 
The 


six vears. Ifthe increase in the consumption of 
coal continues for ten years at the same ratio it hag 
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forthe last five years, there will, at that time, be 
one million seven bundred thousand tons consumed 
yearly. from the raines ofo Pennsylyama slone. 
This quantity, at four dollars per ton, delivered at 
„tidewater; would amount to nearly seven millions 
of dollars. Pennsylvania had been highly favored ; 
‘in addition to a fertile soil, she possesses treasures 
of:wealth in her mountains of coal, of which the 
imagination could not well conceive. Unless fossil 

: coal which may: come into competition with her 
‘trade shall- be discovered elsewhere, the time was 
ñot remote when she would receive twenty millions 
of dotlars annually as the proceeds: of her coal 
trade. All the middie and eastern States will be 
„tributary to her for one of the first and most impor- 
tant necessaries of life. Mr. N. said that he did 
not envy Pennsylvania these advantages ; he re- 
joiced. that. she possessed them ; it would always 
“afford him pleasure to witness her advance in that 
~eareer of wealth.and greatness which seemed open 
toher: All that he desired was, that she should 
exhibit a just moderation in her prosperity; that 
she shouid be satisfied with reasonable profits on 
her immense coal trade. But he was not willing, 


that by means cf an onerous duty of fifty per cent. 


: on the foreign article, she should be enabled to ob- 
„tain nearly. two dollars per ton for her coat more 
than the fair minimum price. 

From the facts he had stated, it-was, he thought, 
apparent, that the question of the coal duty bad 
now become one of great magnitude and import- 
ance, both to those engaged in the domestic coal 
trade, and tothe country generally. . When the last 
act.was passed in 1824, the question was of but 
trifling consequence, and, there: was no reason to 
suppose that. it had. received much consideration. 
Even if he were to‘admit, that the increase of the 
duty. by the act of 1824 was designed to favor the 
domestic coal interest, the question then was of so 

| little importance, it cannot reasonably. be believed 
that the subject was then fully examined or dis- 
-evssed. But the time has now arrived when Con- 
gress is called on.to decide, whether it is just and 
proper to continue an onerous duty of nearly fifty 
per cent. on one of the first necessaries of life, 
which was originally imposed, and has been main- 
tained for revenue only. 

Why shall this duty be continued? . Is it wanted 
for revenue? This is not claimed. It is our pur- 
pose to reduce the revenue, and the bill before us 
has been introduced for that object. It reduces 
the revenue nearly two and-a half millions.. Che 
duty.on cual, in 1835, was-nearly one hundred and 
thirty thousand: dollars; and, should..this amend- 
ment prevail, it would reduce the duty about forty 
thousand ‘dollars the first year, and something 
like eighty thousand afterwards. So far as the 
revenue was concerned the measure was desirable, 
as our cbject is to reduce the revenue—to avoid a 
surplus, which is distracting Congress and the 
country, 

But the Committee on Manufactures had net 
recommended ‘the repeal of the coal duty as a 
financial measure. ‘The general subject of the re- 
duction of dunes had been entrusted to another 
committee, no doubt. much more competent to so 
arduous atask. They had proposed the repeal of 
“the coal duty, as a measure of relief to the country 
from: what they believed to be an unnecessary and 
burdensome tax,’ which bore particularly hard on 
the poor; but, so far as the measure would have 
any effect on the -finances, it was favorable; but 
that was altogether a secondary. object. 

Ts the present: high"rate of duty on imported 
coal necessary to: protect the home coal trade? 
Tois, it must be admitted, is the only ground on 
which the duty can be justified. He did not, how- 
ever, believe that so Ligh a rate of duty was neces- 
sary for that purpose; nor could he be satisfied, if 
it was, that it would be reasonable and just to 
continue it. ` 

Mr. N. said he doubted whether ary 
required 10 protect the domestic coal inierest, and 
wis quite sure that so high a rate of duty ccnld not 
he demanded. He did not intend to go into a fall 
disenssion of this question, but would barely allude 
to some considerations which had led bim. 
believe that the coal trade. was not an interest 
Fequiring protection. Fossil ceal is a raw mate- 
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-the price of the American coal somethin 
iGollars per ion abore its minimum value. 


rial, am 
in a pure < i se ve 
be separated irom other and. gro ais; 
underwent ho process of refining, or any preparation 
whatever, to fitit for use. It was not the product 
of human skill, art, or industry of any kind; it was 
a valuable deposite in nature’s storehouse, pro vided 
by a kind Providence to supply the wants, and 
administer to the comforts, of man... All that re- 
mained to be done, was for him to put forth 
his hand and remove it from its bed, where it 
had been deposited for his use. It was one of 
those indispensable necessaries ‘of life which God 
had provided-in a state fit for use, leaving nothing 
for man to do. The coal trade was wholly unlike 
those manafacturing interests that require a high 
degree of skill and experience, which can only be 
acquired by a long course of practice, aided 
by mechanical power and by a knowledge of the 
construction and use of complicated machinery. 
The protection to manufactures is defended mainly 
on the ground that they cannot, in their infancy, 
standagainst foreign competition, and that protec- 
tion i eessary during the period whieh is. re- 
quired nable the home manufacturer to acquire 
that s and experience which exist in other 
countries. This arguinent, which is the strong- 
est in support of ihe proteciion of manufactures; 
has no application tothe coal wade. Another ar- 
gument, scarcely less weighty in favor of protect- 
ing manufactures, is the necessity of- guarding 
them against the depressions and fluctuations of 
foreign markets; which, were it not for protective 
duties, would at sugh periods glut our markets 
with foreign goods—imported, perhaps, at a sacri- 
fice—and which would be ruinous to our own 
manufactures. This evil could never be expe- 
rienced in the coal trade, as the value of foreign 
coal in our market depends principally on the freight 
and charges of hnporkation. 

There is another cogent reascn why the heme 
coal trade cannot require protection against foreiga. 
competition, which is, that itis sufficiently protect- 
ed by the bulk and weight of the article, the almost 


~ entire value of which arises from the labor and ex- 


pense of mining and. getting it to market. Ina 
business of this description, it. was manifest that 
the home dealer must possess advantages over the 
foreign trader, who must be compelled to pay 
much larger freights, insurance, and charges. Coal 
is worth, in Liverpool, about thirteen cents per 
bushel, or between three and fowr dollars per ton, 
being nearly as high as the price at which Ame- 
rican coal ought to be soid at tide water. Some 
years. since, coal was sold. at Philadelphia at 
$475 per ton, and he had no doubt. that 
it could be sold’ at four dollars,. and afford 
a fair remuneration for the Jabor and capi- 
tal, It is valued at fifty cents in the pit, and it 
costs fifty cents more to mine it, leaving three dol- 
lars for transporting itto tide water, and for profits. 
If the importer has to pay for coal nearly-as much 
in Liverpool as it is worth in Philadelphia, how is 
it possible that any thing is to be feared from fo- 
reign competition? The expenses cf importing so 
heavy and bulky an article as coal, must.be.an am- 
ple protection to the home trade. His estimated 
that the expense of the importation of goods, in- 
clading freight, commissions, insurance, and all 
charges, together with the difference in exchange, 
amounts to atJeast twenty per cent; and the ex- 
penses of the importation of iron are said to be 
thirty per cent. {ft can hardly be supposed, there- 
fore, that ceal can be imported at less than fifty per 
cent; and he believed that one hundred would pro- 
bably be found nearer the trath. Without going 


Into other considerations, Mr. N. said he thought it 


was clear that the domestic coal trade was nat ex- 
posed. to suffer from foreign competition, even if 


g like twa 
This 


_must-be-the effect of the duty on foreign coal, un- 


less there is sufficient domestic competition to keep 
down the price without the aid of the foreign trade, 
which he did not believe was the case. 

Mr. N. said that-he had thrown ont some sug- 
gestions intended-to show that the. coal duty was 


} not required for the protection of the home trade; 
| tut, even if he wes incorrect in this, he beliéved 
| that there were obj s to this duty, so serious 
; and weighty, that, in any view which can be taken 
| of the subject, a high rate of duty conld not be de- 
fended as consistent with the principles of justice 
or humanity. He would barely allude to some of 
these objections: . 

The duty on foreign coal is necessarily a pertial 
faz; and, as it operates unequally, and partially, it 
is unjust. The duiy.on foreign coal tends to raise 
the price of the domestic article, so far'as they 
come in competition with each other, and no 
farther. This competition is wholly confined to 

Im- 


the cities and towns on the Atlantic border. 
ported coal never has been, and never can be, 
conveyed west of the mountains, or any considera- 
ble distance into the interior. That section of the 
Union has an inexhaustible supply of native coal, 
abounding in all directions, so that foreign coal, if 
there was no duty, could never interfere. It is 
only the inhabitants on the seaboard who. have 
any interest in this question; and the tax, both on 
the foreign and domestic article, is paid by them 
alone. ‘This tax, therefore, is too limited and par- 
tial in its operation to be just. 

Another and more serious objection to the coal 
duty is, that it is a tax on one of the prime neces- 
saries for upholding life, and is extremely bur- 
densome and oppressive to the poor. In a country 
where the winters are so. long and severe, as 
in a considerable portion of the United States, 
fuel is one of the first necessaries of life. During 
the last year, not less than nine months a fire was. 
required for comfort, and at all times is indispen- 
sable for cooking and family purposes. Coal is 
the cheapest kind of fuel, and a tax on itis pecu- 
liarly burdensome to the poorer classes, especially 
in our cities. Nexi to rent, fuel is one of the most 
expensive articles; the very poorest families can- 
| not get along with less than three tons of coal 
yearly. Considering the tax as two dollars per 
ton, it will amount to six dollars per annum to the 
poorest families. This would be a heavy tax; but 
itis not all nor the worst df the case. They are 
subjected to a still more oppressive tax, by the 
second-hand holders and regraters, as the gentle- 
man from Missouri (Mr. Benton) called them the 
other day in speaking against the salt duty. He 
exposed the foul practices and oppressions of the 
regraters, in relation to the article of. common salt, 
in the most eloquent and forcible manner. 
i My. N. said that he really wished he could have 
the benefit of the talents and influence of that Sena- 
tor on this question. In his speech against the 
salt tax, it appeared to him, the gentleman was ac- 
tually inspired; his eloquence was too fervid and 
sublime to be confined to the sober style of prose; 
it broke directly into the more elevated and pathetic 
strains of poetry. He (Mr. IN.) concurred in most 
that the Senator said on that question; yet still he 
believed, that most ‘of his remarks would apply 
with more force, justice and truth to the onerous 
tax on fuel. Salt, it is true, is one of the first ne- 
cessaries of life, more universal in its use than coal 
or fuel of any kind, as it is required for the sub- 

tence of beasts as well as man. But the amount 
of the tax, especially that paid by the poorer class- 
es, was trifling compared with the tax they pay upon 
fuel. The class of families to whom he had re- 
ferred as consuming three tons of coal, would not 
use probably three bushels of salt a year, so that 
they would pay a salt ax of thirty cents and a fuel 
tax of six dollars. 

What the honorable Senator had said of the 
practices of the regraters in the salt trade, would. 
! apply with more force to the regraters in the coal 


trade. And how far these practices were sustained 
and kept up by the duty, might be a qnesticn; but 
he verily believed that if the duty was repealed and 
foreign competition let in, the exlortionary and 
oppressive measures of the regraters would be at 
an end, or their enormity very much diminished. 
The’ selfishness and rapacity cf second-hand deal- 
ers and regraiers in the coal business, were greatly 
favored by the condition of the trade: anthracite 
coal, which was the kind used in the northern 
cities, came almost entirely from Philadelphia, an 
| inland port, which was closed nearly three months 
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in the year, and during that period, when the de- 
mand for fuel was most pressing, the duty excluded 
foreign coal, and the ice shut out any additional 
supply from Philadelphia at the setting in of win- 
ter. This gave the holders the control of the 
. market, who have nothing more to do but to com- 
bine to cnable them to regulate the price at their 
pleasure. This they have done the last three 
years, in all the cities north of Philadelphia. 
During the last long and severe winter, these 
merciless regraters in New York, as he was credi- 
bly informed, held their regular meetings, at which 
they consulted the thermometer, and the capacity 
of the citizens to endure freezing. As the cold in- 
creased, and the sufferings of the poor became more 
intense, they raised the price of coal from week to 
week, aud even from day to day. So complete was 
this system+of oppressicen, that the price of fuel 
formed ascale to determine the continuance and 
degree of the cold. The result of this systern was 
that coal which was probably worth seven dollars 
per ton, when the navigation closed, was raised to 
sixteen dollars per ton. The sufferings of the 
< poor, under such a state of things, might be con- 
ceived bat could not be described. A 
Bui, (said Bir. N.) he would by no. means assert 
that these regraters In coal were sinners above all 
other men: the evil, great as it was, ought to be as- 
cribed to the condition of the coal trade. The 
retail dealers had only done what nearly all 
men will do; they had only taken advantage of cir- 
cumstances to obtain the highest price for their com- 
modity. This, however unjust and oppressive in 
many cases, is what the cupidity of the human 
heart willlead most men todo. It is the embar- 
rassed state of the trade; the obstruction of the 
home trade, and the exclusion of foreign competi- 
tion, which has occasioned these resuits--which 
has led to practices so oppressive, cruel, and inhu- 
man to the poor. Who can contemplate evils like 
these, and sufferings, such as he had feebly attempt- 
ed to describe, and believing that they are in any 
degree the result of our legislation, without feeling 
an emotion of indignation springing up in his heart? 
There is (said Mr. N.) another cause thathas con- 
tributed to the evils in the coal trade, which he had 
attempted to point ont, and which, in his opinion, 
wasa sufficient reason against continuing a high 
rate of duty on foreign coal, was there no other. 
Te allnded to the fact, that the coal trade was in 
the hands of a few large companies, and to all in- 
tents and purposes was a monopoly in fact. Whe- 
ther a monopoly is created by legal enactments, or 
arises from other causes, it is not the less a mono- 
poly, nor the less subj to the evils which attend 
all monopoli Isis a well known fact, that the 
coal business is in the hands of a very few large 
` companies, who manage it in their own way, and, 
as they believe, for their own interest. One variety 
of coal, that called Lackawanna, was gotlo market 
by one company only. How many companies 
were concerned in all he could not say, but there 
were but few. ‘The coal lands had been bought up 
by these monopolizing companies, who had con- 
nd railroads into the coal regicn, 
an exclusive control, and by 
d obtained a complete and en- 
he business. They have aitempt- 
upply according to their estimate 
j 2 with a view to keep up the 
it will he found, by. examining the state- 
in the semonstrance they have sent here, 
mani ual quantity of coal, brought to 
ornained over the year unsold, there has 
sponding reduction in the supply got to 
owing year. This fact alone proves 
so few hands, that those 
tean regulate the quantity 
ure, and their estimate of the 
remarkable fact, and incon- 
ound to be trae in almost eve- 
ry kind of business, that whilst the demand for coal 
has been r reasing, the price for several 
years has been advancing. This shows that there 
is something wrong, for an increased demand, 
which iscaleulated to give stability and activity to 
business, is usually and naturally atiended with a 
reduction of prices. Ithas been so in every de- 
partment of the manufacturing business. The 
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price of coal in Philadelphia, from 1823 to 1828, 
was from seven to eight dollarsa ton; from 1828 
to 1832, it was $6 to $6 50 per ton; during the 
years 1834 and 1835, it was from $4.75 to $5 25 
per ton; and during the year 1836, and the present 
year, coal has sold in Philadelphia at from $6 to 
$9 50 perton. For two years, those of 1834 and 
1835, the price of coal was reduced; but even then, 
the regraters managed to raise the price enormously 
high, during the winter, in the cities north of Phila- 
delphia. 

Sir, said Mr. N. it deserves our serious conside- 
ration whether there is not something wrong, radi- 
cally wrong, in our. whole revenue system. . On 
what articles and on what portion of our popula- 
tion, are the burden of taxes thrown? Look into 
your statute book and see the long list of free arti- 
cles! You will find among them tea, coffee, fruits, 
silks, linens, worsted stuff goods, and many 
others, which if not, strictly speaking, luxuries, are 
articles most of which are consumed by the more 
wealthy classes. The bill now before us reduces 
the duty on wine to a mere nominal rate, the highest 
daty being but twelve and a half cents per gallon, 
and the lowest only three-fourths of a cent. Is it 
the policy of this Government to throw the whole 
burden of taxation on the necessaries of life? If 
it is, and if this is a conseqnence of the protective 
principle, it deserves very serious consideration how 
far that principle in its application requires to be 
modified and restricted. He could not approve of 
that policy which throws the whole burden of taxa- 
tion on the necessaries of life. It is unsound in 
theory, unjust and oppressive in practice. The 


| wisdom and justice of all laws must be determined 


by their practical operation. Is there not great in- 
justice in the operation of our revenne laws? Let 
any one during the late severe winter have visited 
one of our large cities, say New York; let him have 
entered the mansions of some of the wealthy citi- 
zens, the bankers and brokers of Wall street, who 
amass their thousands and ten thousands in a day, 
and live in the magnificent style of princes; let him 
have witnessed their splendid rooms,their superb and 
costly furniture, perhaps imported from London or 
Paris, sofas, ottomans, mirrors, carpets, all of the 
most expensive kind, and if he dined with them, 
he would have seen the “purple and fine linen” in 
which their families are arrayed, the plate and rich: 
furniture of their tables, and have tasted of their 
sherry and champagne. After’ witnessing all this, 
let him have inquired what was the amount of 
teres which this wealthy citizen paid to his Govern- 
ment for all the princely exhibition ef magnificence 
he had seen, designed to display his wealth, or 
gratify his pride. He would find that the taxes on 
all he had seen were nothing, or next fo nothing. 
But let the same individual, on leaving these 
scenes of luxury, visit the cellars and garrets of the 
poor, see their half clothed and half fed families, 
shivering around on old stove, warmed by a haud- 
ful of coals, which have been purchased at a price, 
one hundred per cent. higher than that paid by the 
wealthy citizen, and on which he has paid a tax of 
fifty per cent.; and whatever else he found in these 
wretched abodes of the. poor, he will Jearn that it 
has all been heavily taxed, because it belongs to 
the necessaries of life. Such is the operation of cur 
revenue laws. 
N. said, he was aware, that the proposed 
reduction of the duty on coal was inconsistent 
with the provisions of the act of 1833, commonly 
called the compromise act. It might, therefore, be 
proper for him to say a few werds on that subject, 
and he was ihe more inclined to do so, from the 
remarks of the honorabie Senator from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Calhoun,) who declared, that if 
gentlemen from the manufacturing States remain- 
ed silent, after the explanation he had given of his 
own course in relation to that act, he should con- 
sider them as bound to respect it, and to adhere to 
and carry out its provisions in good faith. Several 
gentlemen had expressed their opinions of the act 
of 1833, and he did not exactly concur with any 
of them; his own opinion was of no importance, 
except to hisown constitnents; yet, as representing a 
manufacturing State, and as a member of the Com- 
mittee on Manufacturing, it might be proper for 


| him to express his sentiments in relation to that law. 


His State was as extensively interested in manu- 
factures as any in the Union, with perhaps too ex- 
ceptions, and he was not sure that it was behind 
Massachusetts or Rhode Island. . I had no large 
manufacturing towns, no Wares or Lowells, for the 
reason, he supposed, that it had ne Boston, no large 
commercial town, where the great capitals accu- 
mulated from commerce had sought employment 
in manufactures. He would not say that he re- 
joiced that his State had neither Lowells or Bostons, 
but he would say, that he preferred the manufac- 
turing interests as they existed in his own State, 
consisting of small establishments, with moderate 
capitals, carried on by private companies and indi- 
vidual enterprise, spread all over the State, in al- 
most every town and village, and embracing every 
department of manufacturing industry, and every 
description of mechanical employment. He much 
preferred this state of business to large establish- 
ments in the hands of wealthy corporations, which 
erected and owned entire villages. It was indivi- 
dual interests and personal rights which he regard- 
ed asthe highest duty of Government to cherish 
and sustain. 

In respect to the act of 1833, the Senator from 
Kentucky and some others considered it as a com- 
promise of the interests of the tariffand anti-tariff 
States, and. that it possessed the binding. force 
of an actual compact, the national faith being 
pledged to maintain it. Other Senators considered 
that law as having no higher character, and as en- 
titled to no more respect, than any ordinary act of 
legislation. i 

Mr. N. said he did not concur in either of these 
opinions. Considering the circumstances under 
which that act was passed, the pledges upon the 
face of it, the acquiescence of the nation in it, and 
the impression which has prevailed very extensive- 
ly, although by no’ means universa'ly, that it had 
adjusted and settled the tariff question for ten years, 
he did not think it would be jast er reasonable to 
regard that act as entitled to no more respect than 
an ordinary law of Congress. If the law itseif was 
entitled to no more regard, something at least was 
due to public opinion, which had essioned to ita 
higher character. So far as that act has been cone 
sidered as having settled the tarif question for 
years, to the same extent individnal interests : 
have been influenced and regulated by if, as a 
supposed compromise which was not to be dis- 
turbed. 

Mr. N. said that he would respect and maintain 
the object and the general principles of that act, but 
he could go no further. He could not regard it 
in the light of a compact, which was binding on 
Congress or the country, according to its, precise 
terms, and in the same sense that a contract ts 
binding. Are gentlemen aware of the coi 
quences of assiming the position that the a 
1833 isto have the binding force of a co 
The provisions of the act are not limited in their 
eperation to the year 1842; but some of them are 
to take effect after that time only, and are unlimit- 
ed. If they cannot be disturbed or interfered with, 


or 
aet? 


| then a law of Congress will have all the operation 


and effect of an amendment of the Constitution, 
circumscribing within narrow limits the powers of 
this Government, on one of the most important 
subjects of legislation; one which, perhaps more 
than any other, will require the frequent action of 
the legislative authority. 

By the provisions of that act, after 1842, no high- 
er rate of duties than twenty per cent. can be im- 
posed on imports under any circumstances; it alse 
provides that all credits are to be abolished, and all 
duties to be paid iù cash, and the valnation is to 
be according to the price at the port of entry. The 
act also specifies a Het of articles which are to be 
imported free of duty, after 1842; and which, aĉ- 
cording to the terms of the law, can never be sub- 
ject to a duty. These are important principles, 
whieh take away a large share of the power of 
Congress over the subject of raising a revenue by 
duties on imports. Some of these principles raay 
be found inconsistent with the interests of the coun- 
try, or those of his own constituents; and if so, he 
should not consider himself bound by them. And 
it would not be consistent with his ideas of justice, 
to take the advantages of the act, so far gs it opes 


‘ 4th Cone....2d Sess. 


- APPENDIX 


5 Reduction of duties —Mr. Niles. 


TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOB 


Feb. 1837. 


ooy ‘Senate. 


n 


tales 10 keep on the high rates of duties, and deny 
its forée-alierwards. He could not regard the act 


asa compact above the teach of legislation for ` 
ten years, and thea deny its ‘binding force after- - 


wards. But he ‘would respect the general object of 
“the law; and the leading principles of it-intended 
to secure that object: What’ was the great object 
of that’act, and the general principle of the adjust- 
ment of the tariff controversy? It was, that.the 
high rate of'duties were to be gradually reduced 
down to ‘a certain point. This was the substance 
of the abjustment, and the rest -is matter of detail 
“and of minor ‘importance. . To reduce. the high 


duties at once, or very rapidly, would be a viola- 


tion of the general principle of that act; but to in- 
crease the scale of reduction, or to reduce or repeal 
the duty on particular articles, which may not need 
protection, and where the duties operate unjustly 
or, oppressively, would only interfere with its de- 
tails.. This he believed to be.the case of the duty 
on coal and other necessaries. 
was, that the better course could have been, to 
have increased the reduction of all the high duties, 
upon some general and uniform principle. Under 
the act-of 1833, only one-tenth of the excess above 
twenty per cent. is to be taken off biennially, which 
was a very slow reduction, amounting. to, hardly 
one million of dollars on the whole revenue every 
second year, or halfa million annually. A much 
more rapid reduction than this might be made with- 
out injury to any interest. He could not believe 
that there was any manufacturing interest, or any 
other interest that required the protection of a duty 
of fifty or sixty per cent. at this time, which could 
be sustained by a duty of twenty per cent. after the 
year 1842. ‘The duty was either higher than was 

“yequired now, or it would be found insufficient 
then. He was in favor of a reduction now, it be- 
ing an objectto avoid asurplus revenue; and should 
it bè found in 1842, that twenty per cent. duty was 
not sufficient to sustain the woollen, or any other 
important manufacturing interest, he should not 
feel himself restrained by the act of 1833 from ad- 
vocating a higher rate of duty. He regarded it as 

` one.of the highest obligations of the Government, 
to sustain and protect all the important interests 
of the country, so far as as it could be done by a 
wise and discreet adjustment of the revenue, and a 
proper discrimination calculated to favor the in- 
terests and industry of our own country. 

Mr. N. said that should the amendment he 
adopted, he felt confident. that it would not efect in- 
juriously the coal trade of Pennsylvania; its only 
tendency would be to reduce the price of-coal to 
something nearer its fair minimum value at tide 
water, and in some degree, to check and connter- 
act the evil practices of the monopolisers and re- 
graters. in our cities, 

(Mr. Becnanan here made some remarks, which 
were published in our paper of the 3d instant.) 

Mr. NILES said, that he bad Fut a word to say 
in reply to the honorable Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia, having already detained the Senate longer than 
he intended. He did not perceive that the Senator 
had denied his facts or answered his arguments. 
Fte was mistaken in the assertion, that the whole 
argument in the report of the Committee on Man- 
ufachires rested on the assumption that the duty on 
coal had-not been imposed for the protection of the 
domestic coal trade; that point was only inciden- 
tally touched úpon in the report, and formed no es- 
sential part of its argument. The basis of the argu- 
ment in the report‘was, that the coal interest had 
no need of protection; that it was sufficiently pro- 
tected by the nature of the business, and that itwas 
unjust to impose a high rate of duty on: one of the 
first necessaries of life, for the purpose of protec- 
tion. 

Another important argument in the report was, 

. that the coal trade was a monopoly in fact, and that 
it was unjust and dangerous to take away foreign 
competition from a business which was in the 
hands of a few large companies, and protected from 
ali competition at home. 
that the ccal business is a monopoly, yet he had 
stated no facts to prove the assertion, unless it was 
the general one, that the coal region extended over 
a large district of country, and that-it was inipossi- 
ble it could be monopolized by a few companies: 


His own opinion_ 


‘a living, if he is starved, he cannot work. 


The Senator had denied: 


| Bui he (Mr. Ñ.) did Hot say, that the whole coal 


region was monopolized by a few companies, but 
only that the coal business was in the hands, of a 
few wealthy corporations, who managed to control 
the supply and the price. The Senator had stated 
that these companies had. expended thirty or forty 


millions of dollars in canals and rail roads, which ` 


proved that, however extensive the coal district 
might be, the business could. not be carried on 
without an outlay which could only be encountered 
by wealthy companies. Instead of proving that 
this business was not monopolized and ‘controlled. 
by a few corporations, the facts stated by the hon- 
orable Senator tended to show that it was; they 
were in confirmation of what he (Mr. N.) had 
maintained. $ 

After some observations from Mr. WEBSTER, 

Mr. Nites remarked that he was surprised 
to hear it asserted’ tnat the poor had no in- 
terest in this question; he thought they had 
a deep interest. [Here Mr. W. made some 
explanation, which it seems Mr. N. did not 
correctly understand.}] The gentleman says not 
much. interest; that does not eventially va- 
ry the. assertion. Hie thought they had an im- 
portant interest—more than that of any other 
class. He, Mr. N. had supposed thatit was their 
true interest to have the price of fuel low, but it 
would seem that the honorable Senator thought 
that their interests would be prometed by keeping 
up the price. Are high prices of the necessaries of 
life to benefit the poor? Mr: N. could-not under- 
stand this, nor the reasoning by which such a pro- 
position was sustained. It seemed that the poor 
have not been able to take this enlightened view 
of their own interesis, and he wished to remind the 
honorable Senator that the attention of the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures had been called to this 
subject by a memorial signed by one or two thou- 
sand of the Senator’s own constituents, comprising, 
he prestuned, a large portion of the laboring class 
and poor of Boston, who probably do not under- 
stand their own interest as well as their represent- 
alive here, or they would not have petitioned for 
a repeal of the duty on coal. They doubtless sup- 
posed that their interest lay on-the side of reduc- 
tion, butit seems they were mistaken, and that 
their true interest consists in keeping up the duty. 
The Senator has informed us that the coal duty 
was proposed by a gentleman from Virginia, and 
was at first five cents per bushel. He is entirely 
mistaken in one of his facts,as he world have 
learned, had he read the report, or attended to what 
he, Mr. N. had stated; and whether he was caually 
accurate in his other fact, Mr. N. could not say. 
The coal duty, instead of having been at first five 
cents, was but two cents the bushel; the next year 
it was raised to three, afterwards to four and a half 
cents, then to five, and finally to six cents. It 
might be true, that the duty on coal had been first 
proposed by a gentleman from Virginia; but from 
whatever quarter it may have come, it was per- 
fectly clear, it wasa duty for revenue only, down 
to the year 1824. It might be true, but it appeared 
a strange statement to him, that a duty for protec- 
tion had originated from Virginia; he had always 
supposed that State had been decidediy opposed to 
the tariff principle, at all times and in/all its forms. 

Mr. N. said that he repudiated the doctrine 
that taxes on the necessaries of life ever were, 
or ever could be, beneficial to the Jaboring 
classes or to the poor. On the contrary, he 
believed them to be unreasonable, and “when 
high io be unjust and oppressive. This . was 
ihe case of the present high duty on fuel, 
which, in its operation upon the poor in. our cities, 
was oppressive, crucl, and inhuman. Taxes on 
necessaries must raise the price of labor; as the ia- 
borer is worthy of his hire, and must at least have 
; The 
true policy of wise legislation, is te lighten the 


‘burdens of labor, instead of taking from it the 


“bread it has earned.” In all legislation affecting 
the great interests of the country, whether in Con- 
giess or “the State Legislatures, there has been a 
tendency.to favor capital rather than labor; to be- 
nefit the few rather than the many. It is not diff- 
clt to discover the causes of this. It ‘is the few 
controlling capital tvho.exercise.an influence over 


$ 


w. 


both the national and State Legislatures. ‘They 
have leisure, money, and intelligence, which, com- 
bined, enable them to exert an influence that they 
they are not entitled to from their numbers. . Ca- 
pital is, in itself, an active element of political: 
power, which is constantly exerting a potent in- 
fluence over the legislation of the country, and is 
ever vigilant to obtain advantages. ` But labor, al- 
though the real source of all wealth, and that which 
alone gives to capital its value; never seeks 
aid from legislation. Who ever knew the labor- 
ing portion of the’community to come before Con- 


gress, or the State Legislatures, asking for laws to’ 


be passed ‘to benefit them? They are content with 
protection, and ask only for just and equal laws. 
In any question between capital and population, 
(Mr. N. said,) he should go for population. Not 
that he would injure capital, or impair any of the 
rights which naturally and properly belonged to it; 
but he would endeavor to counteract its constant 
efforts to endow itself with factitious advantages, 
through the aid of partial and unjust legislation. 

Mr. N. said that these were his general views on 
this. subject; yet he presumed that the honorable 
Senator from Massachusetts knew the interests of 
his constituents much better than he did, and he 
was therefore bound to believe that the poor and 
laboring classes of Boston were interested in keep- 
ing up the high rate of duty on coal, notwithstand- 
ing a large portion of them had petitioned for its 
reduction. : 

[Mr. N. replied to some remarks of Mr. Webster, 


“and repelled the charge he had made against him of 


having misrepresented him.] Mr. N. said that the 
honorable Senator from Massachusetts had taken 
the liberty to charge him with having mistated his 
remarks; and he had made the charge in such a 
manner as to show that he considered he had been 
intentionally misrepresented. The gentleman bad 
said that he (Mr. N.) was in the habit of misrepre- 
senting the remarks of others. He would not stop 
to inquire whether a charge like this was parlia- 
mentary or decorous, as it was his intention to re~ 
pel it as unjust and untrue. He wished that Sena- 
tor to understand once for all, that he (Mr. N.) was 
not in the habit of mistating or misrepresenting 
his remarks, or those of any other member of the 
body; neither had he been complained of in. this 
respect by any one but the Senator himself, He 
was as liable to misunderstand what was said by 


others as any one; buthe was incapable of inten- . 


tionally misstating their remarks. It seemed that 
he misunderstood the Senator on this occasion, al- 
though he had listened very attentively to his re- 
marks, and could not be justly charged even with 
inattention. He understood the Senator to say, 
that the poor had no interest in this question; and 
when he rose to explain, he understood him to 
say that they had not much interest; but it appears 
he was mistaken in both instances. He did not 
perceive, however, that the mistake was of much 
consequence; for whether. the Senator considered 
that the poor and laboring classes had much. inte- 
rest or no interest in the subject, his remarks.went 
to prove that their interest consisted in maintain- 
ing the present high rate of duty. The gentleman 
and himself were directly opposed on this point, as 
he believed that the whole community were inte- 
rested in the reduction of the duty on coal, and es- 
pecially the laboring classes, who were less able to 
bear the burdens of the present exorbitant prices 
of fuel. If the poor have a deep interest in this 
question, how is their interest to be promoted by a 
tax of fifty per cent on fuel? Is that calculated to 
bring down the price? or does their interest consist 
in keeping up the price? He did not understand 
this matter, and could not learn from the Senators 
remarks how he proposes to advance the interests 
of the poor. : 

Tf, as the Senator asserts, all our tariff laws have 
had a direct tendency to benefit labor, he rejoiced 
at it; but ifsuch was the case, it did not prove that 
those laws had been passed for that purpose, and 


„we all know that it was not those interested in la« 


bor who had petitioned for them; it was not from 
their influence, or aregard to their rights, that the 
tariff system had been adopted. No, sir, it was 
the interests of capitalists and’ capital which had 
originated” and sustained the tariff system, and if 
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labor had been benefitted, it was only an incidental 
consequence. Who is it (said Mr. N.) that hang 
around the halls of legislation, seeking its aid, ask- 
ing for special and partial laws? Who is it that 
apply for acts of incorporation, conferring special 


privileges, to favor particular interesis—privileges 


calculated to give to capital artificial and factitious 


advantages? Is it not those who control capital? 
ti 


By whose infiuence was it, that a law was forced 
through Congress, soon after the close of the last 
war, refunding to importers the double duties which 
had been imposed to carry on the war, when it 
was wellknown that those duties had been charged 
upon the goods, and the whole amount, with large 
profits besides, had been received in their sales? 
Was it not the capilalisis, the wealthy importers? 
This partial and unjust law of Congress legislated 
fortunes into the pockets of hundreds; he knew of 
some who had been made independent by it. Si 
(said Mr. N.) it is in vain to deny that all the legis- 
lation of Congress, from ihe foundation of the 
Government.to this day, which has affected the in- 
terests of the country, whether commercial or 
manufacturing, has been influenced by those who 
control the capital of the country. 

Mr. N. said he did not claim to be the special 
advocate of the interests of the poor and the la- 
boring class; he claimed no more sympathy with 
the poor thanany other Senator felt or ought to feel, 
not excepting the Senator from Massachusetts. He 
had no motive, no design, in connecting himself 
with their interests. He had not dragged them into 

_this debate: he had spoke of them no further than 
they were directly involved in the question. He had 
referred to facts, because they belonged to the sub- 
ject. It was a trnth which had not, and could not, 
be controverted, that the coal duty, so far as it 
operated to keep up the price of fuel, bore with 
double severity upon the poor, who were compelled 
for three winters past to purchase fuel at a price 
one hundred per cent. higher than the wealthy citi- 
zens, who were able to lay in a supply in the sum- 
mer, when the price was down. 

Mr. N. said that being up, he had a word to say 
to the honorable Senater from South Carolina, 
(My. Preston.) That Senator, whose own sitna- 
tion in relation to the+bill before the Senate ap- 
peared to be not alittle embarrassii:g or perplexed, 
had assumed upon himself the task of assigning to 
several of the friends of the administration, in- 
cluding himself, their positions in relation to the 
tariff and the Executive: and having given each 
of us such a position as suited himself, he affects 
to discover something wonderfully strange and 
marvelous in the matter. The Senator said that 
the chairman of the Commitice on Foreign Rela- 
tions, (My.Buchanan,) was an open, uitra, uncom- 
promising tariff man, and believed in the binding 
force of the compromise of 1833; that the chair- 
man of the Committee on Naval Affairs, ( 
Rives, was an avowed, irreclaimable anti-tariff 
man, willing to disregard the compromise; that 
the chairman ef the Committee on Finance, (Mr. 
Wright,) who had reported the present bill, aithough 
representing a manufacturing State, and the one 
which contributed to fix on the ccuntry that act of 
abominations, the tari of 1828, seemed willing to 
violate the compromise, and to open the tarif 
question, for the purpose, as he believed, to use it 
for political purposes ; whilst the chairman of the 
Committee on Manufactures, (Mr. N.) whom the 
Senator declared to be an ardent. supporter of the 
dominant party, was the friend of a moderate anu 
judicious tariff, although prepared to vote for the 


present bili, which violated the compromise. The . 


Senator professed not to understand how those who 
differed so much en the subject of the tariff, could 
act in harmony and concert in support of the ad- 
ministration. He appeared to think that there was 
a great mystery in the matter, and that there must 
have been some understanding, and that the 
friends of the administration were permitted to dis 
agree on that question, and each one to pursue a 
course the best calculated to aid the common cause. 
Mr. N. said that he thought the honorable Senator 
might have spared the expression of surprise at the 
want of harmovy in the sentiments of the friends 
of the administration regarding the tariff, for if he 
would look to his own sitle of the house, he would 


there find the disagreement greater and more inex- 
Piicable: he would discover not only ultra tarif 
men, and ultra anti-tariff men belonging to the 
same party, bat he would find them standing 
side by side in opposition to this bill, and speaking 
and voting against it ; the ultra tariff men opposing 
the bill as being hostile to the manufacturing inte- 
rests, and ahe ultra anti-tariff men—those who 
brought the Union into je dy by their violent 
opposition to that system—opposing the bill on the 
ground, that in its consequences it would be hostile 
to the anti-tariff States. In the eyes of the honor- 
able Senator, it appeared to be very consistent for 
tarif and anli-tariff men to ur in cpposing the 
administration, but very inconsistent for those who 
difier regarding the tariff to unite in its support. 

The Senator says that the chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Re ns is fer adhering to 
ihe compromise; and, therefore, he (Mr. Bucha- 
nan,) is an ultra tariff man; but the Senator from 
Sonth Carolina (Mr. Preston) is himself for ad- 
hering to the compromise; and therefore, according 
to his own reasoning, he must also be an ultra 
tarif man. Or, are we to understand that an ad- 
herence to the compromise proves one member to 
be an ultra tarif man, and another an ultra anti- 
tariff man? Jt was a strange kind of logic which, 
from the same premises, should lead to opposite 
conclusions. ‘There must be a cabalistical potency 
in the compromise act, which can convert nullify- 
ing anti-tariffites into ultra tarif men. 

Mr. N. said, in regard to what the Senator had 
said of himself and several of his friends, one of 
the gentlemen (Mr. Buchanan) had already put 
himself right, and the other two (Mr. Rives 
and Mr. Wright) were abundantly able to defend 
themseives, and had no occasion for his assistance; 


and, in relation to himself, he had no particular’ 


reason to complain of the position which the Sena- 
tor had assigned to him. He was a moderate ta- 
riff man, decidedly opposed to a high tariff, yet a 
firm friend of the policy of protecting all the im- 
portant interests of the country, so far as it could 
be done by a wise and discreet discrimination in 
the adjustment of the duties which were required 
for the purposes of revenue. But what he did ob- 
ject to, and what had surprised him much, was, 
that he and his friends should have their positions 
assigned to them in regard to the tariff, by a gen- 
tlerean who himseif oceupie:! so equivocal a posi- 
i d who ev ' did not know what his 
tion was. 

Mr. N? said he had listened with attention io the 
eloquent speech which the Senator had made on 
this bili the other day, and had anxiously sought to 
&iscoyer on which side of the question he was, and 
to what conclusion, after all his wandering, he 
would finally come; but he had been unable to 
satisfy himself. The Senator reminded him much 
of a blind man, who was feeling bis way in the 
dark, and who, notwithstanding all his efforts, 
was unable to advance in any direction, but re- 
mained in a state of “ prog ve retrograde, or 
standing still.” The Senator had labored hard to 
give a party character to this bill, and, in his elo- 
quent.appeals, appeared to be attempting to arouse 
the spirit of some dead party, the hfe of which 
had long since departed, leaving only the dead cer- 
cass and the name. In a speech on another sub- 
ject, the Senator had informed us that he consi- 
deréd the Constitution as long since dead, but 
remarked that he would endeavor to call up its 
ghost, with which he hoped to frighten the Senators 
into 2 respect for its principles. Mr. N. said that 
on the present occasion the Senator, è 
incantations, appeared to hiy 


his perplexity; and, if he had succeeded 
that frightfrl apparition might have s 
from the position he had iaken—-side by side with 
the nliya friends of the tariff. During this debate, 
(said Mr. N.) the honorable Senator, ew ssed 
and perplexed, and groping his way in the dark, 
has sbified, twisted, and turned, and wandered 
about from point te point, and from posit 
sition. He had been at all points in the compass, 
and now seemed to be at a point not in the com- 
pass; and there he would leave him. 
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Inthe House of Representatwes, March 2, 1837—On. 
the bill making appropriations for the. civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the. 
year 1837; the question pending before the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
was on the amendment of Mr. Peyron of Ten- 
nessee, proposing fo create a new office, the in- 
cumbent of which should be caled the Superin- 
tendent of the Public Depusites, and who shouid 
have the management of the-correspondence and 
business of the deposite banks with the Treasury 
Department. 
Mr. HAMER said: No one regrets more deeply 

than myself, the necessity to which I have been 

driven of addressing the committee at this late pe- 
riod of the session, and at such an unseasonable 
hour of the night.* I know the anxiety which is 
felt by every gentleman to vote upon the question 
under discussion, and to act upon the bill itself; 
and were this an ordinary case, I should yield to 
this feeling, and forego any remarks upon. the pre- 
sent occasion. Butit is not. The attacks made 
upon the majority of the investigating committee 


“by the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Peyton,) 


are of such a character as to demand a reply. It 
is due to myself, as one of that majority, and to 
the genilemen with whom J acted, that we shonid 
be heard in our defence. 1 must entreat the indul- 
gence of gentlemen, therefore, whilst I briefly no- 
tice some of the charges which he has presented 
against us. 

I promise to be as brief as the circumstances. of 
the case will admit, {shall not detain the House 
by reading large masses of irrelevant matter, hav 
ing no connection with the proposition before us. 
Neither will I interweave subjects which bear no 
analogy to the question in debate, and which wouid 
answer as well for a speech upon one subject. as 
ansther. If I desired to make a discourse for elece 
tioneering purposes, to affect my own constituents, 
or the public at large, I would run rapidly over the 
different heads of it, and afterwards write out and. 
print the details, without troubling the House. to 
listen to what is not only very uninteresting, but is 
pernicious in its consequences, by wasting the time 
that is now so valuable to the country. 

Sir, I had hoped that when the reports of the 
cainmitice had been laid upon onr table, and were 
ordered to be prisied, the members would all have 
been willing to sce the views of the majority and 
of the minority, as well as those of the honorable 
gentleman from Louisiana, (Mr. Johnson,) who 
has made a separate report, not heing able to agree 
fully with either the majority or the minority, pub- 
lished to the werld. I had supposed that each 
member would content himself with allowing these 
several reports, accompanied by the journal of 
our proceedings, to be printed and laid before Con- 
gress and the American people, and let them judge 
between us, They will decide who is right anc 
who is wrong. By their decision I am willing to 
abide. 

But, sir, the gentlemen from Tennessee (Mr. 
Peyton) has thought proper to pursue a different 
course. He has come forward, and, by two suc- 
cessive motions, has afforded himself an opportn- 

a a very violent onset upon the majo- 

e nas done them great injustice. 
to be published, I presume, and will 
go out in + of the reports and the journals, 
giving a direction to publie opinion before the offi- 
cial procecdings have reached the people. The 
efect of this movement upon his part must neces- 
bt to prejudice the public mind against the 

-ol the committee; and to disqualify the 
, in some measure, to give an impartial 
when the facts shall have been laid before 


Hi 


by a fulland fair exposition of the case; by a state- 
ment which shall exhibit the gross misconceptions 
and palpable errors of the gentleman from Ten-. 
nessee in regard to this whole affair. , 

In whatever point of view we consider the ap- 
pointment and prageedings of this committee we 


#Tt was then about two o'clock in the morning. 
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shall find -its history to he-of. a most extraordinary 
‘-@haracter The resolution was passed merely to 
gratify a few individuals in this House; and a very 
Small partyin -the country.. A large majority of 
thé members here, and ‘an. overwhelming majority 
of the American: people, were satisfied. that no: im- 
wroper : connection ` existed between- the Treasury 

. Deépartmentand R. M. Whitney. The violent decla- 
amation tothe contrary, both in this House and in 

| ‘the conimunity, had produced very little effect. The 


explanations published by the friends of the adminis- 


tration had convinced impartial men—all men whose 
judgments were not warped: by party feelings and 
prejudices, that Mr. Whitney was. merely a cor- 
responding agent of the deposite -banks, employed 
and paid by. them; having no. official. station; no 
peower te:bind the banks by any contract he could 
make, and: no control whatever over the public 
money. Stillthere were gentlemen: who asserted 
the contrary; and I darė say they believed. their 
charges to be true., They insisted, that if we 
moultsive them. a committee, they would prove 
this connection to exist, and thatit was a most dan- 
gerous.and corriipt union, jeopardizing the safety 
of: all ‘the public treasure, and constituting this 
agent a great “Money King” who could wield the 
entire revenues of the country to overturn the pub- 
lic liberties, or to accomplish any designs of. per- 
sonal or political ambition. - We knew this to be 
otherwise. The great body of. the American peo- 
ple knew it was not so. . Still we gave them a com- 
mittee, to satisfy them; and now, after having been 
in session for-tive or six weeks, and procuring an 
‘immense mass of testimony, what.do we hear? 
| The gentleman from Tennessee comes in, and pro- 
‘elaims that they have proven a great deal more 
than he and his friend from Virginia, (Mr. 
Wise,) ever charged, more-than they ever ima- 
gined; but they would have proven more still, if 
‘the committee had not been “packed” by the 
‘Bpearer;so as to vote down the interrogatories 
which tuey desired to ask the witnesses, and thus 
‘Suppress the trath. I shall not attempt to com- 
pare thecharges made by these gentlemen, with 
the proof they have adduced. The country. will 
‘dodthat.. When the facts are laid before the peo- 
‘ple they will speak in a voice that will be under- 
stood by us all. But I shall presently notice what 
| hes been proven, so:that cach side ol the question 
, may be Lurly considered, and a comparison can 
then beni by any one who chooses io undertake 
the task forbis own satisfaction. Before I do this, 
however, I must advert to the charge which has 
been made against the Speaker of this House. 

The gentleman complains that there were six 
friends of the administration placed upon the com- 
mittee, and bat three of the opposition, Why, sir, 

` this is very nearly in the proportion which the par- 
ties bear to each other in the House. The friends 
of the administration are nearly double in number 
to those of the opposition. It was fair then to ap- 
point the committee in reference to this state of 
things. But does the gentleman mean to imply, by 
this. complaint, that in these high party times any 
» ether Speaker would have acted differently? What 
cauld be expected but that, in the appointment of a 
-emmittee, demanded, in part, for political ef ect, and 
designed to havesome political influence in the com- 
munity, the Speaker weuldgive a preponderance to 
his own party? The minority have no right to 
somplain.. They can-always make out a separate 
réport, as they have done inthis instance, and present 
‘their own views to the people.. Ifthe majority vote 
‘down their questions, and refuse to make inquiries, 
which have been authorized by the House, the mi- 
nority can show these votes to ‘their constituents, 
and- thus appeal from the decisions of the majority. 
‘Indeed, they can make more, in this manner, out of 
what is not proven, than out of what is; for they can 
imagine a thousand tales of secret corruption that 
“would have been disclosed, provided they had been 
permitted to.ask the questions, which were sup- 
“pressed by. the votes: of the dominant party; where- 
as the truth maybe; that if the interrogatories had 
“heels propounded, the: witnesses -would have been 


than to give his own political friends a preponde. 


able to give any information on the subject, , 
But T assert, that ander similar circumstances, | 
no Speiker has ever. been known to act othérwise |} 


„rance. And I go further: I assert that there is not 


now an opposition member in this House, who, if 
he had been Speaker, would net. have given his 
friends amajority upon the committee, If there be 
such a ene, I should like to see him, and. know who 
heis.. The truth is, that in. times of political and 
party excitement, we all feel and act very much 
alike upon such questions, and. each` one prefers 
his own party to that of his opponents. -It is idle 
to raise this cry. of “party” upon. every. occasion, 
when those. who raise it, would do the same things 
of which they complain, if they had the power. 

The gentleman from Tennessee informs us that 
any Speaker. who will “crawl to the chair,” will 
remain there, and that, to do. so, he must sacrifice 
independence, patriotism, and honor, and become 
a mere partisan! What does the gentleman mean 
by crawling? Does every man who stands by his 
party become a crawler? Why, sir, I have heard 
that the gentleman himself once had a friend who 
was a candidate for Speaker, and that the gentle- 
man then thought it was somewhat important to 
his friend’s suceess that he shoul] be known to be 
a good party man. I have heard that he took 
some pains to convince those who doubted his 
friend’s orthodoxy, that he was a firm supporter of 
the administration, and, therefore, ought to receive 
the votes of the democratic party in the House. 
Perhaps he has changed his opinions since then. 
If so, no one has aright to complain, as every gen- 
tleman’s opinions are his own, and he has a right 
to dispose of thèm as he thinks proper. 

{Here Mr. Perron rose to explain. He-said, in 
substance, that when Messrs. Bell and Polk were 
first candidates for Speaker, he went to the Presi- 
dent, and disabused his mind with regard to Mr. B. 
who was not electioneering for the office, and told 
him that Mr. P. had been seeking the support of 
some of the nullifiers.] 

Mr. HAMER proceeded. I have no wish to dis- 
cuss matters so long gone by; nor to enter ‘into a 
comparison of the principles and merits of the two 
gentlemen who were then candidates for the Speak- 
er’s chair; but may object was to remind the gentle- 
man, that three years ago he himself thought it no 
crime for a Speaker to be a decided party man! 

How was the present Speaker elevated to that 
high station? Sir, he was placed there on account 
of his eminent abilities, his long and well-tried ser- 
Vices in the cause of his country, his fidelity to’ the 
derecratic principles of our Government, and be- 
cause his party prefered him to any’ other man who 
was a candidate. .Whilst he remains. there, I have 
no deubt he will discharge his duties faithfully and 
fearlessly, without regard to the murmurs or com- 
plaints of his political opponents. If the gentleman 
calls this crawling, so be it. In my opinion, it is a 


high and honorable career, which any man might 


be proud to follow. 

Soon after the appointment of our committee we 
metand organized. From the moment that we 
commenced our examinations, it WaS apparent that 
aradical difference of opinion existed between the 
majority and the minority, with respect to the powers 
of the committee. The majority 
had no authority to look into the affairs of the de- 
posite banks, except what the Government derived 
from the contracts made with those banks for the 
safe keeping of the public money. Obtaining their 
charters, not from Congress, like the late Bank of 
the United States, bnt from the State Governments, 
we could only control them in their operations so 
far as they had agreed to be subject to our direc- 
tion. The Federal Government derives no more 
right to investigate their operations from the fact of 
having public money in the vaults asa deposite, 
than a private. citizen. does from having-a similar 
amount of money there on general deposite. In 
either case the deposite can be withdrawn whenever 


_ the depositor is-dissatisfied, or thinks the money 
‘unsafe; but in-no ease can the books and transac- 


tions of:the corporation be examined, unless “the 
bank voluntarily permits it; either by contract, or 
by concession. when the request is made. So 
thought the majority. They looked to the contracts 
with the banks ang to the resolution of: the House’ 
for the extent of their; re 
yond them. el 


The minority seemed to think that we had soie. | 


thought that they ` 


Power, and refused to go be- | 


| upon all occasions. 


further control over the banks, on sccoant of our 
money being there. They could see some analogy 
between these banks and the old Bank of the United 
States. The latter being subject to an examina- 
tion, they supposed the former should be too; and 
that the right which the Government had to look 
after the public treasure, drew after it the right, to 
some extent, of srutinizing the operations of the de= 


. posite banks. 


In the'case of the Bank of the United States, we 
expressly reserved, in the chartèr, the authority to 
examine its books and concerns. We “never pre- 
tended to derive the right from any other source. 
To insist that & right to search out all the hidden 
dealings of a bank necessarily results trom its be- 
iug a public depository, would establish a most 
dangerous principle... Let us carry it out into prac- 
tical operation, and see to what it would lead. The 
State Governments are now depositoriés of public 


| money.. They have our treasure in their keeping, 


and are accountable to us for it, by the law of last 
session, in the same way that the banks.are.. Ac- 
cording to this doctrine, having the right to look af- 
ler our money, we could appoint a commitice, and 
arm them with authority to examine all the pro- 
ceedings of the State Governments. Wecould sum- 
mon the Treasurer, the Auditor or Comptroller, the 
Secretary of State, the Judiciary, and even the Go- 
vernor and the Legislature, before us, to give an- 
account of their conduct, and to discluse to us the 
whole of their State policy! Who would submit to 
this? Is there a State in the Union, that would de+ 
grade itself, by submitting to be thus catechised? 
Not one. Yet this state of things results from an 
extension of the principle to which I have adverted. 

Again, there was a difference of opinion among 
us as to the object of the House in appointing the 
committee. The minority seemed to entertain the 
opinion that the principal object was to ascertain 
the business and character of Reuben M. Whitney, 
They appeared to think that the resolution was a 
mere wolf-trap to catch a single individual; that 
the House had set us to watch him whilst he was 
filling his sack out of the public crib, and to seize 
him the moment his leg was ia the trap, and bring 
him forthwith to justice. These gentleman had so 
often denounced Mr. Whitney within the last year, 
that he was apparently uppermost in their thoughts 
Their antipathy te him has 
become a sort of monomania. Indeed, I have 
sometimes. fancied that, if they were in the last 


. agonies of death—if the soul were about to separate 


from the body, and leave its frail tenernent for 
another world, and some one should, walk up, 
and gently whisper in the ear of the expiring man 
the words “Reuben M. Whitney!” this name would 
not only “stay the. pulse of ebbing life,” but, 
making a superhuman effort, he would instantly 
spring to his feet, and with a. wild shriek, ery, 
“ Traitor?” “Robber!?. © Thief!” “Deposite banks!” 
Public money!” 

The majority of the committee did not suppose 
that the House passed the resolution for the single 
purpose of running down any one individual. We 
knew that if there was really a corrupt connection 
between the ‘Treasury and Mr. Whitney, or any 
one else, the House desired us to ascertain it, and 
to report the facts to them. We looked to the lan- 
guage of the resolution to see what was intended to 
be the scope of our inquiries. We endeavored to 
give a fair and liberal construction to that lan- 
guage, without imagining what latent intention 
might have been lurking in the mind of each mem- 
ber who voted for its adoption: This was our 


Tule; and I am perfectly willing that the House and 


the people shall decide between us and the minori- 
ty, who adopted a different one, as their course in 
the committee-room will show when the proceed- 
ings are published, - me 

Our committee is an extraordinary one in some 
other respects. One of the first things we did was 


.to adopt a resolution, by which we admitted all the ` 


members of the House to be-present at our delibe- 


-rations. Lopposed this, because it was both unprece- 


dented and- impolitic. From that day forth libels 
were issued from the public presses against our com- 


mittee. The proceedings were garbled and misie- 
“preşented in the most‘shamefulmanner. How the 


anonymous writers, who made these publications, 
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ned the knowledge of our votes and speeches, 

I donot know; but the object they had in view was 

very manifest. It was to prejudice the community 

against the majority of the committee, and thereby 

preak the force of our repori when it should ap- 
enr 


Well, sir 


we proceeded with our investiga- 
tions for nearly two months; meeting, during 
a great part of that time, at ten in the morn- 
ing and remaining until ten and sometimes till 
eleven at nighi, with an interval of an hour for 
dinner. We negleeted almost all the business of 
the House, and much of what belonged to our im- 
mediate constituents; we have cost the country 


some fifty or a hundred thousand dollars; and 
what have we found? Literally nothing. It is 


the old case of the mountain in labor, which 
brought forth a mouse. It was a game where the 
play was not worth the candle. The gentleman 
from ‘Tennessee declares that they bave proven 
more than they ever charged; and I am sure he 
thinks so, or he would not make the declaration; 
but I pronounce the investigation to be a complete 
faure. Every charge which has been made, from 
any quarter, implying that any agent of the de- 
posite banks, or of the Treasury Department, 
had the control of all, or of any portion, of the 
public money, is not only unsustained, but is 
positively proven to he false. The oaths of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury; of the subordidate cficers 
of the Department; ci the presidents and ca rs 
of the deposite banks, and of Reuben M. Whitey 
himself, all concur in the establishment of this fact 
beyond all doubt or controversy. If the gentle- 
man from Tennessee had not stated that he took 
an entirely different view of the testimony, I should 
have believed that, considering himself defeated, 
he had come forward with a speech to make a 
diversion in favor of himself and his friends. 
That gentleman, as well as every other one here, 
well knows the effect of a shout of victory. To 
proclaim, in a loud and. confident tone of voice, 
that we have gained a triumph, often produces an 
impression upon those who hear us, that aids us, 
materially, in obtaining the very victory which is 
thus proclaimed in advance. The proclamation of 
the gentlemen, where the journal and reports ar 
never seen, will induce many a iman to believe 
that he and his friends have been completely suc- 
cessful in this investigation; but those who read 
and think for themselves willcome te a very dif- 
ferent conciusion. 

Ifthe minority have fully sustained all their 
charges, aud gone even beyond them, it is remarka- 
ble that such loud complaints are made of the -illi- 
beral and rigid construction given to our resolution 
by the majority of the committee! Yet the greater 
part of the gentleman’s long speech was made up 


*The fol 
Resolved, That 
appointed, whos 
whether the se. 


sere 
> the depo- 
any of them, 
ed an a f 
, to transact their 
partments what is 
c of the business which he is so em- 
cd to transact, and what compensation he re- 
ceives; whether such agent, if there be one, has 
been employed at the request, or through the pro- 
curement, of the Treasury Department, whether the 
business of the Treasury Departinent with said 
h the said agent; and 
s of any business con- 
; ives any compensation 
from the Treasury Depa and that said com- 
mittee have power to send for persons and papers. 

Mr. Gsrrann of Virginia, 

Mr. Prerem of New Hampshire, 

Mr. Fainmenp of Maine, 

Mr. Wiss of Virginia, 

Mr. Gruer of New York, 

Mr. Jounson of Louisiana, 

Mr. Hamer of Ohio, 

Mr. Martin of Alabama, 

My. Perron of Tennessee, 
were appointed the said committee. 
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of these complaints? 
quire of us?* 

ist. To ascertain “wheiher the several banks 
employed for the deposite of the public money have 
all, or any of them, by joint or several contract, 
employed an agent to reside at the seat of Govern- | 
ment, to transact their busmess with the Treasury 
Department,” 

2d. “ What is the character of the business which 
he is so employed to transact? 


What did the resolution re- 


3d. “What compensation he receives.” 
4th. “Whether such agent, if there be one, has 
been employed at the request, or through the pra- 


Sth. ‘ Whether the business of the ‘Treasury De- 
partment with said banks is conducted through the 
said agent.” 

th. “And whether said agent receives any com- 
pensation from the Treasury Department.” 

These are the points submited to us by the 
House for our investization. We examined them 
thoroughly; and, notwithstanding all the intimations 
to the contrary, I now defy the gentleman from 
Tennessee to show a single instance in which the 
majority of the committee voted to suppress any | 
inguiry or interregatory, which was authorized by 
a fair construction of the resolution of the House. 
Give me a jury of twelve honest, sensible men of 
any party, and I will debate the point with him till 
dooms¢ay, if we lve so long, without the slightest 
apprehersion of even partial defeat. So far were 
we from curtailing the.inguiry, that if I have any 
thing to reproach myself with, itis that I sometimes 
voied in favor of imerrogatories which, strictly 
speaking, did not come within the scope of the re- 
solution. But we were so anxious to give the mi- 
nority no cause of complaint, that in doubtful cases 
we leaned to their side, and voted for the freedom of 
investigation. Such wes my own feeling, and I 
believe it was the rule that guided the other mèm- 
bers who voted with me. 

In the course of our investigation, indeed almost 
at the threshold, we ascertained, distinctly, that there 
was no connection whatever between the Treasury 
Depariment and Mr. Whitney, or any other agent 
of the deposite banks. The statements of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury will be found on the pages 
of our printedjournal. Speaking of the compen- 
sation paid to the agent, he says, (page 14th,) “ no 
request has ever been made to me for any such 
cempensation,and no idea was ever entertained 
by me of acceding to if, if made; the ageat being 
appointed by and for the banks, and not by or for 
the Department.” In regard io Mr. Whimey’s au- 
thority and business, he says, (page 11,) that the 
Department never found it necessary to call for 
the agent’s authority, as it nas never been neces- 
sary for him to execute any ten official docu~ 
ment, binding the banks; < the contracts on 
file are all ed by the officers of the banks theme | 
selves. i | 
On page 28ih of t 


t 
) 
curement, of the Treasury Department.” | 


ment, or any 
whatever, whic 
yond acting as cor 
the deposite banks.” 

Upon pages 32 and 33 willbe found Mr. Wood- 
s siatement in regard to any ice of the 
artment in procuring the appoinument of Mr. 
He declares that no ag 


has been 


nent of ihe Treasury De 
to pages 63 and 64, the 
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any use 
Much has been said in the opposition newspa- 


pers, and in speeches here, of the circulars issued 
by Mr. Whitney to the Receivers of land offices, 
directing them what kind of bank paper to receive 
in payment of the public lands. This subject was 
also excmined. In answer to a question, Mr. 


‘printed journal. 


Bk. 

wears, (page 87,) that the circular, sent 
to the land receivers, about which so: mueh com- 
plaint has been made, was’ “ a printed letter, and 
warded to the public land. receivers by him; as 
a mere matter of information,” but not of “ in 
structions.” - It was dated 29h of August, 1835. 
All the beautiful figures, and eloquent declamation, 
upon this subject seem to have been dost. The 
agent printed a letter, and sent copies of it to the 
Receivers, as any other citizen might have done . 
who took an interest in the state of the currency, 
and who had held a conversation with the Seere- 
tary of the Treasury; and upon: this slender foun- 
dation a most magnificent fabrie has been erected. 
Mr. Whitney is a “ money king,” an “adjunct 
Secretary,” “a minion of Executive power,” wha 
holds the purse strings of the nation in his own 
hand. 

Several other important disclosures have been 
made in the course of this examination. For the 
last three years, ever since the removal of the de- 
posites from the United States Bank, the opposition 
have been endeavoring to make the people believe 
that the administration directed all the operations 
of the deposite banks, so as to produce political re- 
sults favorable to the party in power, ‘They have 
asked, in an indignant tonc, “who ean stand up 
against this tremendous money power, wielded by ` 
the Executive to sustain himself, and to elect his 
successor?” Now, sir, so far from there being any 
truth in these charges, it turns ont that the party 


' polities of the stockholders, directors, and officers 


of the banks have had no influence whatever in 
their selection by the Secretary; and that, so far as 
any ting is known of their ‘polities, a majority of 
them ure against the administratian. These facts ara 
solemnly sworn to by Mr. Woodbury. His state- 
ments may be seen on pages. 51 and 53 of -the 
Who, after this disclosure, will 
have the hardihcod to stand up before the American 
people, and talk about the Executive wielding the 
purse of the nation to corrupt the votes, and de- 
stroy the freedom of elections? What opposition 
man will muster the impudence to renew this stale 
falsehood, and give curreney to what is now 
known to be utterly nntrne? He who dees so, 


musi assume the responsibility of proving the 
Secretary of the Treasury to be unworthy of be- 


lief; or he must ask the public to take his word, 
unsupported by a single fact, in prererence to the 
statements or Governor Woodbury, made under 
the solemn sanctions of an oath, Is either event, 
he will find that he has undertaken a. task as diffi- 
cult and hopeless as that of Sisyphus; and i shall 
be greatly staken, if his burden does not drag 
him to the tiam of. the hill, and crush him to 
on he shali have ed there. 
Iy made in regard 
of Mr. Whitney, in obtaining a 
> blie deposites from ene baak to an- 
i in the selection of deposite banks in - ihe 
first instance. We have been told that if a, bank 
desired to be selected as a depository for the public 
money, it must go down upon its knees to Reuben 
4. Whit lfa deposite bank wanted to retain 
nds, or to get more from the Treasury, it must 
Mr. Whimey's salary, or make him a pre- 


»0 


sent. Bow, there is not one word of trath in. this 
charge. I speak from the book, fully conscious of 


Hlere.is the testi- 


the strength of my expressions. 
mony on page 53 ef the journal: Meta 
Question. —“Has said Whitney ever solicited you 
to remove the public depasites from any bank or 
banks, or cease to make the publie deposites in 
and, ifse, what was the character of the 
ns assigned by him?’ ; 
newer by Mr. Woopnuay.—-“In no case what- 
ever, that I recollect.” , 
Question. —‘‘Elas said Whitney ever recommend» 
ed any bank or banks, as banks of deposite, and 
used his influence with you, or any officer of the 
Government, to procure their selection?” 

Answer by Mr. Woopzury.—] have no remem. 
brance of a single case where Mr. Whitney: first 
applied te the Department to have any bank se- 
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ted; but while the question of some of them, af 


<terwards appointed, has been pending; I have no’ 
déubt Mr. Whitney has spoken on the’ subject of 


me e- character or standing of one or two of the num- 


<a per selected, which were located in Pennsylvania, 
there he had resided, and. was acquainted. with . 


heir standing and business. But. I remember no 


»vother case;and.inthose he usedno recommenda- 
“80n or influence in:their “favor beyond the state- 
‘mrent of facts oa the point above named.” ` 


<t- Here are the incontrovertible facts, standing in 
Opposition to declarnation and anonymous slander. 


Which is to be believed? . Can any man hesitate 


upon that question?. Are we to reverse all the esta- 
blished rules adopted ‘in the administration of jus- 
tice; and prefer mere hearsay and conjecture, to 
unimpeachable testimony? Fle who does this, is not 
only wilfully blind, but obstinately wicked; and it 


¿i would be about as.wise toenter into an argument 


-Suspended all further’ examination, 


with Such a nian, as tọ reason with a tempest, and 
“éxpect to stay its fury by an appeal -to its sympa- 
thies, or‘ an address to its understanding. 
amaliy, sir, all the inquiries couched in the reso- 
lution of the House, were fully negativel by the 


~ proofs adduced before the: committee. We found— 


“is cdst. (Phat the “banks had no agent at the seat of 
 Goveriment, “to transact their business with the Trea 
suriy Department.” f 3 
2d: Therefore, such an agent had no business of 
any character whatsoever. 

3. And such agent had no compensation. 

4, No agent of any kind had been employed at 
the request, or by the procurement, of the Treasury 
Department. > se : 

: e5 No business of the Treasury Department is 


“transacted through said agent. 


 The'department pays no compensation what- 


“ever to'any agent of the banks, and none has ever 
‘been ‘asked for. : 


ere the committee might very properly have 
and reported 


‘their proceedings to the House. But as we found 


i that there. was a corresponding agent of some of 


_ the deposite, banks residing here, and 


as it was pos- 


‘sible that: something might leak out, to show an im- 


"proper conneciion between this agent and the Go- 


7. “Aheir -inquities, 
*~another string of interrogatories 
corded repo: the journal of our co 


svernment, we allowed the minority to proceed in 
They did proceed; and such 
iey, have re- 


inmy opinien, be found upon the p 


aves of any 
ipublie ducumenti now ine existo 


‘The - book 


avite literary: and degistative:« osity, which 
Ought tobe preserved for the: benéfit cf committees 
who may meet in. after times to er se in similar 


‘undertakings. 


The gentleman from Tetuessee to. omplained 
that Mr. Whitney gives large parties, cod that the 
members of Congress attend thew ~—drinking his 
wine, and partaking of his kospit ty. Tam not 
‘of the “number who are thus inuulged. I have 
never attended his parties, drank his wine, nor en- 
joyed his cheer, I have known him for two or 
three years; have met him in the streets and else- 


: where, and have interchanged the usual civilities 


of his’private history, 


that ‘pass-between acquaintances. I know nothing 
i or his former character and 
Oy ments: If he is. a bad man, I am not dis- 


posed, either as an individual or as a party man, 


"to: becomë responsible for his misconduct; if he be 


a good one, Tam wilting he: should enjoy all the 
benefits that result: fromthe’ possession of a fair 
moral character.” "To me he is like évery other citi- 
zen. If he were connected with the Government, I 
should feel bound to examine: his’ standing and 
conduet; but as he is not; I'shall:not trouble myself 
about him, further than to apply the rule to him. 
that the community has made applicable to all 


other men, “to consider him honest, until thé con. 


trary is proven.” E 
Butto the interrogatories which were offered by 


the minority, and were voted down by the majority; 
not allowing them to be put to the witnesses. Upon 


“ page 61 of the journal will be found the following 


question, offered by the minority: 

i . Extract from the Journal. 

‘o.you know Reuben M. “Whitney’s general 
ter for trath and veracity? and ‘would you 


i believe him on 
| falsely? - : ; 

~: Mr. Hamer objected to this.question;-and it was - 
| decided in the negative by the following vote: 
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cath, when strongly tempted to swear 


AYES—Messrs. Wise and Peyton. ; 
NOES—Messrs. Garland, Pierce, Fairfield, Gil 


let; Johnson, and Hamer.” 


So this question was voted: down. We. of the 


: Majority songht in vain, in the resolution of the 


House, for authority to inquire into the general 
character of R. M. Whitney, We could not find 
it there. . We knew of no other source from which 
we derived power, and of course we voted down 
the question. as improper. This, I suppose, is one 
of the cases of illiberality of which the gentleman 
from Tennessee complains. This is a specimen of 
what he calls a rigid construction of the resolution of 
the House! > i i 

What was the next inquiry made, or attempted 
to be made, by these gentlemen? Here it is: “Is 
Reuben M. Whitney or not, according to the best 
of your knowledge, information, or belief, con- 
cerned in speculation in the public lands, or in 
stocks, or in the money market, in any way?” 
This, also, was voted. down. We discovered no 
authority in the resolution to hunt after the specu- 
lations of private citizens. We could not perceive 
what right we had to inquire whether Mr. Whit- 
ney had, or had not, purchased a piece of land, a 
town lot, a horse, or a cow, and sold it for more 
than he gave. Congress, and the committees of 
Congress, ought to have something else to do, than 
to meddle with all the private.affairs of individuals, 
to examine the state of their transactions, the 
profits they have made in trade during the last 
year, or the sums they have lost by bad bargains. 
Not conceiving this to be any part of our duty, 


; We voted against the question, and thereby gave 


another evidence of our “ illiberality.” 

Another question voted down by the majority 
may be found in page 64. It proposed to ask the 
witness (Mr. Woodbury) whether he had any per- 
sonal objections to Mr. Whitney as an agent, in 
other words, whether he liked or disliked the man! 
In the affirmative on this question we find Messrs. 
Wise and Peyton. In the negative, Messrs. Gar- 
land, Pierce, Gillet, Johnson and Hamer. 

On the same page is this interesting question, of- 
fered to Mr. Woodbury: “have you ever authorized 
the editor or editors cf the Globe, a newspaper in 
this city, during the month of April, 1836, or at 
any time, to.deny any supposed relation-or connec- 
tion of Reuben: M, Whitney. with ‘the Treasury 
Department?” Thisinterrogatory was refused by 
the same vote as the other. Weare totally unable 
to perceive what the Secretary’s opinion of Mr. 
Whitney, as a man, had todo with our inquiries; 
or what Congress could do with the information if 
they had it. We were equally at a loss to discover 
what we had to do with the editorial articles of the 
Globe in April, 1836; or at anyother time. I have 
not examined the files of the Globe; but I presume 
that about the time named in the question, the edi- 
tors made some such denial as that mentioned; and 
the object of the interrogatory seemed to be, to as- 
certain. whether they told the truth; whether, in other 
words, the’ witness had 


appoint- 
Upon page 
, as I think, 


“movements of his. supernatural skill. 


Chairman? the committee voted down. this “ques- 
tion, and. would not allow the gentleman from 


“Tennessee to ask it! Could stronger evidence he 


given of their being a “packed committee?” Whatt 
not allow the gentleman to prove what some officer 
of a bank, for which Mr. Whitney has never been 
the agent, had. said about Whitney, in a conversa- 
tion held some time and some where, with some- 
body about some things, and this agency “among 


‘the rest! Why, sir, it was a most outrageous pro- 


cedure on the part of the committee. No wonder 
the gentleman thinks they were “packed.” How 
could a reasonable man come to-any other conclu- 
sion? 

Well, sir, on page 104, we have another speci- 
men of the illiberality of this “ packed majority,” 


` who have been engaged in suppressing the truth by 


their votes, The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
Wise) offered to ask a witness (Mr. Coxe) whether 
he, as attorney for Mr. Whitney’s creditors, had not 
instituted suits against Whitney? What amount 
Whitney owed; who.was his bail; whether execu- 
tion had been issued against him; whether Whit- 
ney had not offered to compromise; whether he had 
not threatened to put his property out of his hands; 
and, finally, to whom the carriages, furniture, &c. 
in his possession belonged? ALN of which.interro- 
gatories were voted down by the majority.. The 
“ packed majority” could not understand what the 
House wanted with such information. They were 
simple enough to suppose that the amount of Mr. 
Whitney’s debts was a matter between him and his 
creditors; that his giving bail, and threatening to 
puthis property out of his hands, (if he ever did 
So) were occurrences between private citizens, 
which not unfrequently happen, and with which the 
Legislative and Executive departments of our’ 
Government have nothing to do. 


The Judiciary settles all these questions; and we 
proposed to have the lawyers and judges to dispose 
of this case as they do of all others which come be- 
fore them. But least of all did we suppose, that 
either the Congress or people of the United States 
cared, whether Mr. Whitney rode in a carriage or 
went on foot; or if he did ride, whether the carriage 
belonged to himself or to somebody else. Not less 
surprising, however, was the the. proposition to as- 
certain how much furniture he had in his house, 
and to whom that belonged. Yes sir; we were 
about to take'an inventory of his household goods; 
to learn how many plates, how many knives and 
forks he had, and what number of speons he had 
in-his possession; and whether he had paid for them 
all, or not! What a dignified and statesmanlike bu- 
siness this would have been for members of Con- 
gress. Sir, we did not believe that we had any au- 
thority 10 make such examinations; nay, we were 
satisfied that the House could not, under our Con- 
stitution, have conferred such a power if ithad tried; 
and we never dreamed that this body would conde- 
scend so low, as to atiempt to investigate such a 
trivial and despicable subject as the kitchen furni- 
ture of a private citizen! Yet for entertaining 
these opinions, and acting upon them, we are 
denounced as a “packed committee!” 


Progressing with this subject, we find, on page 
116 of the journal, the minority inquired whether 
Mr. Whitney did not write part of the Pygsident’s 
last annual message! In pages 118 and 123, we 
find them asking the important question, “For 
whom did R. M. Whitney electioneer during the 
last Presidential campaign?’ Washe for Mr. Van 
Buren, for Gen. Harrison, Judge White, or Mr. 
Webster? Upon page 120 the minority, it appears, 
inquired whether this agent did not sometimes 
write editorials for the Globe. They were deter- 
mined to makean important man of him: in spite 
of all he could do to the contrary. Whilst he was 
watching the interests of hissemployers, and cor- 
responding. with them upon subjects connected with 
their banking operations, the mincrity were deter- 
mined to show that he was the great necromancer, 
who, unknown and unseen, was controlling all the 
nfoneyed operations ofthe Government by- secret 
Bat, in ad- 
dition to all his.other employments, he undertook 


Tto give direction to public -opiniow;żand, for that 
purpose, sometimes.took command of “the prea 
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Globe itself’? These interrogatories were also 
voted down by the majority of the committee, 

In the course of my reading and observation, I 
have had occasion to notice a number of most re- 
markable falis; bat none has ever occurred, which 
appeared more extraordinary than the one am 
about to mention. After these interrogatories which 
ĮI have. jast mentioned, can you imagine, sir, what 
followed?) Why the minority inqnired, where 
Reuben got his staftonery! Oh! what a falling off 
was there, my countrymen! From making a hief 
Magistrate, writing the President’s message, and 
conducting tke official organ, down to a few quills 

and a quire of paper! But they were not satisfied 
to stop here. “They next inquired who paid the 
postage on his letters; and whether he received 
many “free” letters? To ascertain these important 
facis, we had the messenger of the Treasury De- 
partment, and the penny post of the city, called be- 
fore us. The former swore, that when Mr. Whit- 
ney came into the Treasury Department on busi- 
ness, he sometimes used the pen, ink, and paper, 
on the table, in the ante-room, for the purpose of 
wriling a note or memorandum, as did any other 
person who chose to do so andas we constantly 
see done in all our public offices. The latter 
stated, that Mr. Whitney got a good many letters, 
and paid the postage on them, like a man! He 
could not tellus how many “free” letters were re- 
ceived by the agent in the course of the year. The 
testimony of these two witnesses will be read with 
deep attention by the American people! They dis- 
close important facts, which every man ought to 
understand, It is a pity the penny post could not 
tell us how many “free” letters Mr. W. receives. 
‘The public would then have been satisfied. | This 
isa point, upon which which they must feel very 
great anxiety i 


To fatigue the committee no longer with details” 


which are perfectly familiar to you, Mr. Chairman,* 
I will close, by referring gentlemen to pages 223 
and 254, where they will find the minority inquir- 
ing ‘whether, Mr. Whitney was not a traitor and 
smuggler during the late war with Great Britain; 
whether he was not a gambler, and whether he had 
notat some former period kept a faro bank for the 
accommodation of gamblers! Of course these in- 
quiries were voted down, as unauthorized by 
the resolution of the House; and to use the 
jJanguage of the wiiness—“inqusitorial” in their 
character. Occasionally, some members of the 
majority voted wiih the minority in favor 
of questions which were not clearly author- 
ized by the resolution of the House. They 
were inclined, in whatever, could be deemed a 
doubtful case, to lean in favor of investigation, 


The chairman, (Mr. Garland,) more frequently ; 


than any other member. voted with the minority. 
Being the author of the resolution, he found him- 
self in a delicate position; and desiring to leave no 
ground of complaint on their part, he voted with 
them much oftener than any other member of the 
majority. Heis now reaping. the reward of his 
liberality. The gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. 
Peyton i compliments him for the honesty and 
candor ‘displayed i in his votes; but is utterly aston- 
ished at me report which he has presented to the 
House. In other words, he praises his good inten- 
tions, bee Tardets his want of capacity to see the 
force and bearing of the testimony which has been 
taken. 

l have thus run rapidly over a number of cases, 
to show the character of the interrogatories which 
the minority wished to submit to the witnesses. 
For voting down these and similar questions, ze 
are now charged with ILLIBERALITY! Sir, I 
repel the inginuation, as entirely unwarranted by 
any vote we have given, and as wholly unfounded 
in fact. 

The gentleman ton Tennessee (Mr. Peyton) 
sometimes quotes poetry; and on the present occa- 
sion has drawn an ohne from Shakspeare. I 

am. sure the gentleman owes the bard no malice; 
and yet he has egregiously misrepresented him. 
When, an orator is dfiven from facts to poetry, to 


* Mr. Pierce of New Hampshire, a member of 
the select committee, was in the chair during this 
debate. 


obtain weapons for his cause, the prospect must be 
gloomy; but if he should fall into errors, éven with 
his poetry, it makes the case assume a still more 
unpromising aspect. He who innocently misrepre- 
sents poetry, may, with the same good intentions, 
misrepresent facts. 

The gentleman told us of the tall precipice upon 
which King Lear stood, and viewed men walking 
on the beach below, who Jooked no larger than 
mice! Now,sir, I have read this play of Shak- 
speare,and havefound nosuch incident. I remem- 
ber that the Earl of Gloster, after losing both his eyes, 
accidentally met his own son, without knowing 
him, and obtained the young man’s consent to cdn- 
duet him to the cliffs near Dover; from which he 
intended to throw himself and put an end to his 
life. The son, aware of his intention and deter- 
mined to save him, persuaded his father, whilst 
they were upon a perfect level, that they were 
climbing a hill; and at a certain point convinced 
him that they were upon the brink of an awfol 
precipice, at the bettom cf which rnen appeared 
no larger than mice. The father threw himself 
headlong from what he supposed to be this tall 
cliff, but which was in reality a level plain; and the 
son, ” changing his voice, congratulated him, in a 
new character, at the botlom of the supposed cliff, 
upon the miraculous preservation of his life. 

Now I can easily imagine how aman who has 
lost both his eyes can be thus imposed upon; but 
how a gentleman of ordinary intelligence, in the 
full possession of all his faculties, can mistake a 
level plain for a towering mountain, or a fall of six 
feet for one of several thousand, is to me wholly 
inexplicable. Stillit may be so; for a careful ex- 
amination of our proceedings will show that the 
gentleman from Tennessee has fallen into errors 
quite as gross as those attributed by the poet to the 
blind Earl of Gloster. 

I will close my observations by expressing the 
hope, that the evils which the gentleman so 
clearly foresees may never appear to any eye but 
his own, or, if they do, that the hand of akind 
Providence may avert them from our country, and 
allow us to remain a free, a happy, atid a united 
people. 


REMARKS OF MR. SMITH, 
Or MAINE. 

In the House of Representatives, Feb. 28, 1837.—In 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, on the motion of Mr. McKay of North 
Carolina, to strike from the bill of appropria- 
tions for West Point Academy. the item of 
$30,000 proposed in addition to the amount 
heretofore appropriated for the erection of a build- 
ing for recitation and exercise. 

Mr. SMITH said he could not, in justice to the 
committee, nor te the country, consent to have the 
remarks of the honorable gentlemen from. New 
York and Pennsylvania (Messrs. Cambreleng and 
Ingersoll,) go forth without a few words of reply, 
even though it were late in the evening, and-all of 
the committee are anxious to avoid discussion upon 
this and all other subjects. J will be brief as prac- 
ticabl8, and confine myself to such suggestions only 
as the remarks of the two gentlemen, to whom I 
have adverted, have rendered absolutely, proper to 
be now made. 


And first, sir, I beg leave to call the attention of 
the committee to the] paragr: aph of this bill propos- 
ed to be stricken out. 
THIRTY THOUSAND DOLLARS, in addition’ to the 
amount already appropriated, for the erection of a 
building within which to exercise and drill the ca- 
dets at West Point. 
sylvania (Afr. Ingersoll) who reported this bill, and 
who never engages hithself in any subject without 
making himseifentire master of all its parts, will 
do the committee the justice, I trust, to i 
them when he shall next take the floor, what the 
amount heretofore appropriated for this same build- 
ing, in which to exercise the cadets, actua lly has 
been; that, if we decide on the propriety of having 
such a building, we may also know how much we 
have heretofore taken from the public ‘Treasury 


The gentleman from Penn- | 


` proposed will be an addition.: ~ 


| subsistence, comfortable lodgings, : and all th 


Jt isan appropriation of H. 


Jnontbs of the-acader 


for its erection, ‘and to what sum ‘the 830, 0) 


The honorable: genileman from’ New York (Mr: 
Cambreleng) says this proposed building is to: pro: 
tect the cadets during the inclemency of thewi 
season, when the snow. is-from two to six feet deep, 
and has -urged upon’ the’ comMmitiée ‘the exireme 
hardship of requiring ‘the cadets: io perfor their 
exercises in the open air in such an inclement and © 
cold region as that where ‘West ‘Point. is: situated. 
Sir, if thé gentleman “Would extehd his inquiries.” 
somewhat further north or east, ‘he would find that. 
at points where the winters are still more inclement 
than at West Point, and where'thé snow: lies:fér ’ 
months in succession fion two:to'eight feet deêy 
a very large and useful and respectable por tion’ of 
the citizens not only incur the snows'and stotrhs of 
winter by day without eae er :buildings -to 
protect them, but actually pursue the business òf 
months amid such snows and storms, without®a 
roof, or board, or so much as x shingle, fo cover 
and protect them by either day or night, and donot., 
dream of -murmuring. “But, forsooth, the-young 
cadet at West Point, who goes there to acanire an 
education. for himself; who is clothed and fed, and 
even paid for his time,.by the Govenment while ; 
acquiring his education, cannot endure the atinios+“: 
phere of West Point, without a.m agnificent build- 
ing to shield him during the few hours in-the week; 
while in the act of being Grilled, as part of his’ eda = 

cation! The Government i is called upon to appro- 
priate $30,000 in addition to what has.already béen 
appropriated for the purpose, to’ protect the young, 
cadet, who is preparing to be a soldier, against this 
temporary, and yet most salatary, exposure. as I 
esteem it. Sir, is Congress prepared thus t0: pam- 
perthe effeminacy of ‘these young gentlemen, at 
sugh an expense, too, upon the public Trea sary? Is. 
it not cnough to educate them for nothing, andto 
pay them for their time, while you are educating a 
them, and that you provide for their comfortable 
cordis 
nary. comforts, not say numerous luxuries: of life; 
without attempting ‘to. keep ‘them forever within 
doors, to be raised like children? .1 am. opposed to 
it; and I think, whenever the people of this'‘nation ` 
shall be made ‘acquainted with the faci they; too, 
will be opposed to it. 

The gentleman from New York says, the exposute 
of the cadets is very great, and that, among other du~ 
tie’, they are required to perform camp duties’ for 
three months in the year. Itis true; sir, that the. 
law of Congress imposes three months’ camp duty 
upon the cadet. But the same tender spirit of: 
guardianship which has suggested the expediency 
of housing the cadets from the atmosphere: while 
performing their drill duties and--exertises, has in 
some way construed away one-third of. the laweof 
Congress upon this subject, dnd, instead of three 
months’ camp daty,.as-the Jaw requires, the cadets 
are required, by the rules and regulations of the in- 
stitntion, to camp-out only two months of the year; 
and for this, purpose, sir, every species of camp 
utensils and camp furniture that Government mo- 
ney can purchase, are provided for them;-and. this 
same duty, thus pictured forth here by the gentle- 
man from New York. as a severe hardship, is. in 
fact so tempered to the cadets as to become a mere 
luxury—-a matter of absolute preference mong 
ihe cadets: Fhe gentleman from New Yor will 
find by. the rules and regulations of the academy, 
the months of July and August, or of ‘August and, 
September,* are selected for this camp duty: -Sea 
sons of the year, sir, when it is absolutely a luxūry 
aud privilege for the cadets to, leave:their close 
quarters, and confined rooms; io perform. duty 
out door, and to svend the nights im their well. fur- 
nished camps. Sir, “the hardships and ck posure 
of the cadets are nothing compared -with these of 
the generality of our Fell owe “citizens in {he north, 


“The note advéried to is as follows: 

“38. During the months of July and anst the 
cadets will be encamped, and the instruction 
be exclusively military. During the remainingten 
© year, instruction wi Al be 
il the course mp, if of Reguldlis ns of 


A 


gi ven in. 


: thé Aenilemy. 


orty horses for the use of the institution. 


fThe same bill propos 


“pon to adi.to their Inyt l 
: fifty dollart horses to.ride, splencid camp equipage 
“Sto. protect them from. the dews and damp air of 

“summer; and magnificent buildings:to.shield them 
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heir ordinary pursuits; and. yet we are called 
s—two hundred: and 


. ine their winter. exercises. -I think it is high’ time 
for Congress; and for the people of this nation, to 


reflect seriouslyupon these matters, and to inquire 
with somewhat of particularity into the character 


` vof this institution. 


-But-the honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania 


: {Mr- Ingersoll) has volunteered to put the reputa 
«ton of the West Point Academy for morality’ in 


ue at this time, and sets it outin eloquent de- 


| scription, as pre-eminently pure and izreproachable 


t in this respect. 


“Birs does not the honorable gentleman know that 
the history of this institution, within a few years 


“Back only, ‘bears. quite different. testimony upon 


this subject? : Does not the gentleman know the 
fatta: fact well substantiated by the Register of 


. Debates in your Hbrary—that only a few years 


‘Since the Government was forced into the necessity 
of purchasing up, at an expense af ten thousand 


- dollars, a neighboring tavern stand, as the only 
“yaicans of saving the institution from being over- 


whelmed and ruined by the gross immoralities of 
the cadets? fs not the gentleman aware that. the 
whole argument urged to force and justify the Go- 
vernment iuto this purchase was, that the moral 
power of the academy was unequal to the counter 
Anfluences.of the neighboring tavern?- And-are we 
toche ‘told; sir; that this institution stands forth 
in its history -pre-eminently pure,.and above com- 


“.patison® with “the. institutions that exist upon the 


aed ah and munificence, and thirst for 
kn 


-2 


\ sion of the institution. 


owledge, that characterize our countrymen? T 
male these. suggestions, and allude to these facts, 
notyveluntarily and from a wish to create a discus- 
‘sion upon either the merits or demerits of the aca- 
demy. When I made the- proposition to strike 
‘from this bill the ten thousand dollars proposed to 
‘be; appropriated for the purchase of horses, I 
neither intended nor desired to enter into a discus- 
I have not now spoken, 
except upon the impulse given by the remarks of 


_ the gentlemen from New York and Pennsylvania; 


andnow, instead of going into the facis that do 


‘sexist in relation to the academy, I can assure 


ether. 


¿tine 


seh 


‘gentlemen that E have but scarcely approached 
“Dhave been, willing, and am now wiling, 
tohdve these tacts brought to light atanother time, 
and upon a proper occasion that will occur. hereat 


“ter, and leave the people of this nation to-judge of 


them -dispassionately. A report upon the subject 
of this institution will be made shortly, as the 
honorable gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Hawes) 
has assured the House. From that report, all 
“willbe able to form an opinion as to the policy of 
the institution in its present shape and. under its 
present. discipline. That some grave objections 
exist to boti ifs shape and discipline, I think all 
will agree. -But L wish not to discuss either at this 
Let us know, however, aid let the country 
know, something about the expensive buildings 
how: in progress at West Point, before we: con- 
| -t0.add. this further appropriation. of thirty 
thousand: dollars to the expenses .of the institu- 


“tions aad, while: Tam: up, d will call the attention 


“for: purchasiag 


= fa: Senate, 


ofthe: honorable gentleman who reported this 
bill to another Remain: it, which embraces forage 
for horses among éther matters; and I wish him to 
sptcify to the committee: what proportien of the 
sum of over thirteen thousand dollars, contained in 


bil provides forag for the officers? horses; hence 
a pertion of the item now. adverted 
-bably be stricken out.” 


* This was subsequenily done by the comrnittee. | 


REMARKS OF MR. STRAN 
Or Nort CAROLINA, 


Lae 
ih, 


resolution to abolish the duty on salt. 


Mr: STRANGE observed that. the very deep 


to should pros 


February 24, 1837—On Mr. -Buxrow’s 


reverence he entertained for this body, always ren- 
dered it exceedingly painful to him to address it; 
„and this reason alone had often. restrained him 
-from rising in his place, and disclaiming senti- 
ments and opinions uttered. by the Senator*from 
South Carolina, in the name of the whole 
South, in which he differed with him toto celo. 
But on the present occasion he was compelled, 
both by duty and inclination, earnestly to protest 
against the practice into which that Senator had 
fallen—of assuming to speak for the whole South; 
in which general term the State he had the honor 
to represent was, of course, included. He was 
unwilling to see North Carolina tacked as a tail 
to any kite, or brought to act under any dictation. 
He was perfectly contented that South Carolina 
should be represented by the Senators she had 
herself chosen. They were signally able to repre- 
sent her, and donbtless they fairly expressed her 
views upon this and all other subjects; but they 


had no right to speak in the name of the whole“ 


South, and, so far as North. Carolina was con- 
cerned, he claimed for himself and his colleague 
the sole right of speaking for her upon that floor, 
as long as she herself thought proper to entrust 
them with that honor. He was not for making 


invidious comparisons, but he hazarded nothing in | 


saying that in all of which man has reason to be 
proud, North Carolina was behind no State in the 
Union. She would act in all matters according to 
her own sense of right, and would, on no occasion, 
be either led or bullied. Among the characteristics 
of her people were prudence and good sense, but it 
had been his.lot to witness: on this floor language 
of much rashness and indiscretion, as he con- 
ceived, uttered in the name of the South. He 
would instance particularly some remarks of the 
Senator, uttered the other day, upon the subject of 
abolition, which he disapproved at the time, but 
refrained from objecting to, for the reason before 
stated. He did not believe it either politic or pro- 
per, on every occasion of difference between us 
and our northern brethren, to be throwing down 
the gauntlet of defiance, as had been done then. 
We assemble here from different portions of the 
Union, to confer together for the good of the whole. 
Far beit from him to advance the dangerous dec- 
trine of the consolidationist, that each member of 
this body is the representative of the whole Union. 
No, no: each one is the peculiar representative of 
those who elect him; but in his representative 
capacity is governed, or rather should be, by the 
same laws of propriety, mutual concession; and 
common honesty, which govern individuals in their 
intercourse with each other. Te was not so cre- 
dulous as to believe that any mind can be alto- 
gether freed from the shackles of interest; but 
with the high intellectual powers which in general 
characterize the members of the National Legisla- 
ture, we may reasonably expect that sound and 
liberal views of public policy will control their de- 
liberations. Instead, then, of arousing their pas- 
sions by threatening denunciations, our- appeals 
should be addressed to their reason, and to that 
sense of common interest which recognises the real 
good of the whole in the welfare of each and every 
part. ‘These appeals wouid seldom be disregarded, 
while. threats and defiance, if productive of no other 
evil, must tend to-weaken the bonds of our Union. 
© Baut to come to the matter more immediately un- 
der consideration: the Senator from South Caroli- 
na had made most extraordinary appeals to those 
representing southern Staics, and assumed over 


; them a sort of dictatorial power to which he, for 


| one, was not disposed to submit. 


In one particu- 
larhe and the Senator from South Carolina agreed; 
and that was, in holding a tariff for protection to be 
unconstitutional... For the maintenance of this: po- 
ition, it was, if he rightly understood the matter, 
that South Carolina had placed herself. in hostile 
“attitude tothe rest of the Union; and had ‘nearly in- 
volved the.country in the horrors of civil war. On 
-Ohe.of: the very. few occasions on which he had 
heretofore-addressed the Senate, he had remarked 
the great diversity: of operation of human 


ons, or- wander into different _Tesults 


rious processes they-arrive at the. 


4 me premises; ‘and of this .the-Senator || 
| froin South Carolin; and himself now presented an 
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; possibly make. 
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example. They agreed in the existence of an evil, 
but differed widely, very widely, as to the remedy. 
They were both opposed to a tarif for protection; 
but the Senator from South Carolina believed that 
the vote on the part of the southern Senators to re- 
real the duty. on salt would rivet the tariff upon 
them; while he, on his part, believed the object of 
removing the tariff most attainable by direct. blows 
at each feature of the odious system. - 


He did not understand the Senator from South 
Carolina as objecting to present action upon any 
other ground than that ofan act of Congress, which 
has been called in debate the compromise act; but 
in relation to this he solemnly warns the southern 
Senators not to forfeit the vast advantages held 
under it by the South for any benefit they may hope 
to.derive from an immediate reduction of the tariff. 
But at the very moment the Senator speaks of a 
compact from which the South is deriving advanta- 
ges, he disclaims being himself bound by it. If he 
is not bound by it, who is?. By adhering to the 
terms of the act of 1833, he urges we will secure 
certain benefits to the South, while by disturbing it 
the manufacturing interests wil] be released from the 
pledges under which it places them. What 
pledges? If any pledge exists on their part, where 
is the evidence of it? Do any of the northern gen- 
tlemen acknowledge themselves under any pledge? 
I have heard none; but I have listened with sur- 
prise to the Senator from South Carolina, insisting 
upon a compact binding on them, while on his own 


; part he disavows any obligation. .How can there 


be a compromise without parties? or how shall an 
obligation be effectual on one. side, and have no 
correspondent force on the other? The concession 
of the Senator seems to me utterly to destroy the 
character of the act of 1833, as a compact or com- 
promise. It does not upon its face profess to 
have any such character, but stands upon the sta- 
tute book like any other act of Congress, subject to 
modification or repeal at the pleasure of the law- 
making power. If from any circumstance not ap- 
pearing upon its face, it is entitled to more sacred 
regard than other laws passed at the same, or any 
other session of Congress, let the circumstance be 
pointed out, let us have the proof of its existence. 
He could easily perceive, from the delicate position 
in which South Carolina stood immediately prece- 
ding the passage of this act, it might be viewed by 
her with peculiar interest, and deraand from her the 
most profound respect, and exercise over her actions 
a sort of magic control; but no reason had yet been 
shown why to any other State of the Union it 
should be held as any thing more than an ordinary 
Its binding efficacy as a compact 
or compromise, was disavowed on one side of the 
House, and not avowed on the other. But inde- 
pendent of any obligation to respect this act, the . 
Senator from South Carolina seems to think. that in 
1842 we of the South will stand in a much: better 
situation by leaving the act of 1833 unaltered, than 
we shall do by any. present modifications: we can 
This position is plausible enough, 
admitting the act of 1833 is in truth a compromise; 
but in denying that one party is bound by it, while 
he insists that the other is not, the Senator abandons 
every legal idea of a compromise; and that being 
done, he was altogether at a loss to perceive any 
other ground of advantage to be claimed from it. 


But the Senator warns us against an insidious 
attempt to induce the wnwary southern Senators to 
abandon the strong ground they now occupy, by 
holding out to them fallacious hopes of an altera- 
tion of the tariff advantageous to the. South, with 
a view to open the whole subject, and ultimately 
to fix upon us a tariff more burdensome than that 
of 1828. He has given us.a recital, in which he 
séeks to fix upoa those who bring forward this 
measure, flagrant falsehood and perfidy on a former 
occasion, and from thence very rationally argues 
that they are not to be trusted now. But we must 
be permitted to doubt.the correctness of the repre- 
sentation he: had made. , He did not mean to say 
that the Senator. had not represented things as they 
impressed themselves upon his: mind; but we all 
know when the passions and feelings are excited, we 
seeeach óther and each other’s conductin false lights, 
and draw conclusions the most errenéousand unjust. 
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The Senaior was mach excited at the period of 
which he speaks, and his fervid imagination led 
his to believe that a deception had been practised 
upon him, because matters had not resulted ac- 
cording -to his wishes and expectations. 
ator’s impressions, it seemed to him, were met by 
the most conclusive proof to the contrary. Among 
the parties to the fraud of which he speaks, the 
Senator has placed one now standing very high in 
the public confidence; one who, among those who 
are least disposed to do him justice, has had full 
credit for a remarkably keen sense of his own in- 
teresis. ‘To the honor of our country, it may be 
said, that honcsty, or at least the appearance of it, 
is essential to a man’s long holding a place in pab- 
lie favor. Allowing, then, the distinguished indi- 
vidual alluded to as destitate of moral principle 
as his worstenemies affect to believe him, would 
he have been so shortsighted, so recklessly indiffer- 
ent to hie own interest, as to enmesh himself in 
promises there was no necessity for making, for 
the mere purpose of breaking them in a few hours 
in the face of the whole world? Can greater 
fatuity than such a course would indicate be ima- 


gined? and can it for a moment be supposed of. 


one whom his enemies have entitled the Magician ? 
But let us suppose ail this possible; would not 
the fact have been long since brought home to the 
personal knowledge of every individual in this wide 
spread community ? . Those with whom the know- 
ledge of the fact exists, if it exists at all, have not 
been wanting in motives to give it publicity and 
authenticity, if ine thing were possible. Mr. S. 
saidhe was giad he had not yet been long enough 
-in political life to have lost his own honesty, or his 
confidence in that of others. He was the represen- 
‘tative ofa people with whom nothing but truth and 
plain dealing could ever be practiced, or held in 
estimation ; and he would far rather be the “de- 
ceived” than the “ deceiver.” The time might come 
when longer experience would convince him, that 
in this body, as well as elsewhere, men are not al- 
ways what they seem; but, for the present, he had 
just grounds for confiding in the sincerity of those 
who brought forward this measure. He believed it to 
be their honest purpose to carry it out in allits ap- 
parent fairness. He saw no compromise standing in 
the way of a vote to suppress the duty on salt. He 
pefceived no advantages to be gained in futuro by 
declining to da so; he was satisfied that the present 
interests of those whom he represented would be 
promoted by its suppression; and he was certain 
they would not receive, as an apology from him, 
that the Senator from South Carolina had. assured 
him their interests would be more certainly pro- 
moted by postponing a present and certain good, to 
one uncertain in itself in the distant future. 


eRe eT ARATE, 


REMARKS OF MR. TIPTON, 


Ov Inprana, 

In Senate, Feb. 24, 1837.—On the propesition to 
recommit-the bill to alter and amend the several 
acts imposing duties on imports 
Mr. TIPTON said, that as he expected to sepa- 

rate, on the vote about to be taken, from most of 

the political friends with whom he generally acted, 
and intended to act, whenever he could do so with- 


The Sen- , 


out injury to his immediate constituents or his: 


country, he must-claim the attention of the Senaet 
while he would briefly state some of the reasons 
that would govern his vote on the motion to recom- 
mit the bill under consideration. He considered it 
Wise in an American statesman, when legisiating 
to regulate the duties on foreign goods imported 
into this country, to look with an eye as well-to the 


protection of American industry as to revenue. - 


That opinion had governed his vote on the famous 
compromise bill of 1833, and on all other laws 
which had passed the Senate regulating duties on 
foreign imports, since he had had the honor ofa 
seat.here.. He-was-epposed to agitating the tariff 
question at this short session of Congress. It was 
not called for by an expression from the people, 
but it had been forced upon us; and Senators. had 
given usa history of the passage of the tariff bill of 
1828, as connected with President-making of that 
day, and some gentlemen,-it seemed to him, not 


looking to the future. He was not concerned in 
the tariff of 1828, and was unwilling to disturb the 
tariff, or eommence President-making at this time. 
There was not time to give the tariff that mature 
consideration that its importance demands ; but five 
days now-remained to close all our business. He 
thought. that it. would be much better to postpone 
this subject to the next session of Congress ; but, if 
the bill was to pass, it should be amended for that 
purpose. He would vote for its recommitment, in 
order that it might be so amended as to strike out 
that part which abolishes the duty on China, porce- 
lain, earthen and stoneware; and also all that rè- 
lates to a reduction of the duty on foreign spirits 
and wines of every description, and on blankets and 
weollen goods. 

Should the bill become a law in its present shape, 
it will affect most injuriously a portion of my con- 
stituents, and 1 feel that it is my duty to make an 
effort to amend it. An opinion has prevailed, from 
the settlement of this country, that clay. or earth, 
used in the manufacture of china, porcelain, earth- 
enware and stoneware, was notto be found in 
‘North America; but recent examination had con- 
vinced those acquainted with the business, that clay 
was found in the State of Indiana, from which 


ware could be manufactured equal to that import-' 


ed from England, and a gentleman from England 
had made a large investment in Indiana, and was 
about to commence manufacturing this description 
of ware in that State. He believed there was but 
one cther establishment of the kind in the United 
States, that in Jersey City. At these two-establish- 
ments our countrymen are investing capital, and 
making exertions to compete, in this branch of bu- 
siness, with British skill and British capital, and it 
surely was wise in us to protect and encourage 
them. The cos: of the foreign article imported inte 
this country last year was $1,697,682, paying a 
duty of $339,536 40. This duty, if continued, 
would operate as protection to the producers of the 
article in onr own‘country, and, in his. opinion, it 
could not now be abandoned without serious incon- 
venience, and perhaps ruin, to the establishments I 
have referred to in New Jersey and Indiana. 

The same may be said of the reduction of the 
duty on blankets used in the Indian trade. The 
Senator from Missouri, (Mr. B.) who advoeates 
the reduction, does so on information furnished to 
him by John J. Astor, of the American Far Com- 
pany. Tis true that blankets suited to the trade 
with the northwestern Indians have never been man- 
ufactared in the United States. The blankets dc- 
scribed in Mr. Astor's letter which was read to the 
Senate, are manufactured in England especially 
for that trade. Many years ago an English corn- 
pany, the Northwest or Hudson bay company, 
chartered by the Government of Great Britain, to 
trade with the Northwestern Indians, among other 
articles, introduced that description of blankets 
commonly called Mackinac blankets, through their 
trading poston Hudson bay, or by way of Montreal 
and Mackinac, and distributed as presents from the 
British Government, or scid by the fur traders to 
the Indians, and from that cireumsianee are best 
known to them as Mackinac blankets. Every tra- 
der who goes into the Indian country, finds it his 
jaterest to satisfy the Indians that his are Mackinac 
blankets. ‘These blankets are superior to any goods 
of that description manufactured on this or the 
other side of the water, owing perhaps in some de- 
gree to the superior quality of the wool from 
which they are manufactured, under the fostering 


care and wise policy of. Great Britain to her man- - 


ufacturers. We see. ourselves unabie to compete 
with them, and we should learn wisdom by expe- 
rience, and protect and encourage our own manu- 
facturers of blankets and other woollen geods. 
A few years ago an effort was made by a wool- 
Jen manufacturer in hidiana to manufacture blank- 
ets for the northwestern Indians. A sample wa 
sent to one of our outposts for presentation; the 
was fine and substantial as that des tion of 
blankets are generally made, but the wool y 
long and fine as the wool on the M 
blankets, owing, perhaps, as much io the nferior 
quality of the wool used: as to the mechanical part 


of their fabrication; and he was convinced that it 


would be wise in this Government to afford sufi- 


sient protection to enable-our-own farmers ahd” 
‘manufacturers to improve the breed of sheep. andy 
“grow wool, from which. goods:could be ananutai 


tured equal tu those now imported from Birtning=” 
ham and Liverpool. The question presented to us ` 
now was one between the American Fur compan} 


at the head of which is that wealiliyand most enters >=. 


prising citizen, Jchn J. Astor, and the British Huds 
son Bay company. It was true; thatthe American 
fur trader could not buy British blankets, and pay 
the duty, and sell'at the same price, and make as 
large aprofit as the British trader; but it would be 


a rare thing to see a blanket sold low to-an Indian; » ’ 


no matter at what price ‘they were bought. The” 
price paid by the Indians in most cases amounts to 
the full value of his winter’s hunt, and. Ke is coms 
monly indebted to the traders when his hunt. is 
over. Mr. Astor informs us, in his letter, that the 
Fur company wields a capital of a million of dole’: 
Jars. ‘The company can, with this immense capi - 
tal, much better compete with 
pany than our infant manufacturers can compete | 
with the English manufacturers. y 
We shouid not forget the lesso taught us. by 
theflate war with Great Britain. Previous to that 
war, but little attention had been paid. to the 
manufacture of woollen goods in the United States; 
and every one acquainted with the history of that 
time would recollect that the sdldiers of the left 
wing of the Northwestern army, who operated on 
the Maumee river in the winter. of 1812-13, had 
not blankets nor woollen clothes to shiell them 
from the severity of the northern winter.: And he 


| would ask, are we now better provided?. Were 


war declared against Great Britain to-day, and tHe 

supply of British blankets eut off from ss, could 

our factories supply our Indians and our army 

with blankets for the first winter’s campaign? “And 

does not the statement read te us in the ietter of 

Mr. Stewart, a highly respectable member of ‘thé 

American Fur Company, prove that an Indian « 
will travel many hundreds of: miles to procure:a 

good blanket? It is (said Mr. T.) British blankets 

and British talks which have heretofore wielded 

the unfortunate Indians ‘against us, and’ always 

will, unless we change our policy. The question” 
presented to his mind was this—should we keep 

up, fer the present, the high rate of duties on 

blankets, to enable cur own citizens who wield a 

capital of but a few hundred dollars, to grow wool 

and manufacture that description of goods to sup- 

ply our demand? or abo j 


the duty, to enable the - 
American Fur company, with its millions, to com- 
pete more suecessfully with the British Far com: 
pany; and thereby prostrate our own infant manu- 
factures at. the feet of British skill and. British 
‘capital? - To suchia fatal policy he could not give. 
his sanction. ; ; 

He also:objected‘to that provision in the bill that 
contemplated the reduction of duty on foreign dis- 
tilled spirits and wines, and regretted that mo- 


tion of the honorable Senator from Kentucky, 
(Mr. Crittenden,) to strike it out, did, not prevail. 
‘These articles compete with domestic hquer, and 
luxuries 


they are not necessaries of life; they were 
used by the rich who were able to pay a hi 


Ing the duty on materials of all Winds of emri 
precious stones, perfumes, fancy, and y 
soaps; these were luxuries used only by the wealthy, 
and some of them competed with our own manu 
factures. : 

The high rates of duty established.to pay the 


debts contracted by the revolutionary and the: late ` 


war had jeft us with an overflowing Treasury, and 
we are compelled to reduce these duties, cr divide 
he would ‘favor a redaction of duties 


mature so important a measure; bat int 
we must not lose sight of sufficient pro 
our infant manu res and he was in fever of 
first abolishing the duties on such articles as were 
‘of prime necessity with the poorer class cf our 
population; salt he considered one of th 
used by every one in community, and he h 
i cat please to abolish the Guty on salt. So far, 
ii was acceptable te him: 


the British Fur com- 
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Papers of Mr. Madison—--Mr. Calhoun—Preston—Webster. 


its recommitment, with a‘ view to the amendments 
he had briefly glanced at; if he failed in fhe amend- 
ments, he wouid vote against its passage, hoping 
that it- would not become a law, and that at the 
hext session, we could do ourselves and constitu- 
ents more ample justice than to pass this important 
measure hastily. | 


PAPERS OF MR. MADISON, 
DEBATE IN THE SENATE, 
Monpay, Fesrcary 20, 1837. 

The joint-resolution for making an appropria- 
tion for the purchase of the manuscript papers of 
the late President Madison, relative to the proceed- 
ings of the convention which framed the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, being under considera- 
tion: 2 

_. Mr. CALHOUN said this resoiution from the 
Committee on the Library proposed to appropriate 
$30,090 to accomplish the object proposed. The 
facts, he said, were these: Mr. adison, under the 
unpression that these papers would be favorably 
received by tne publie, and by pablishers, had le- 
vieii several legacies upon them, one of some 
thousands.of dollars to the Colonization society, 
and. some smaller ones. to other public chari- 
ties, in addition to some private bequests. But, so 
far from his anticipations having been realized, it 
seemed thauMrs. Madison was unprepared to run 
the risk of publishing them at all, and on this 
account bad applied to the President in relation to 
them. He had recommended to Congress to pur- 
chase them; and the Committee on the Library had 
consequently made this report. 

Every one (Mr. C. said) wasready to render to the 
memory of Mr. Madison all possible respect. But 

se were of acon 

stitutions! character, and it was therefore Impossi- 
ble for Mr. C. to vote for the proposition. The 
question was, have Congress the right to make this 
appropriation? The Constitution gives Congress 
the power to lay and collect taxes, to pay the debts 
of the Government, and to provide for the tom- 
mondefence and general welfare. It was under 
this provision of the Constitution that Mr. C. un- 
derstood this appropriation was to be made. 

In reference to this clause of the Constitution 

there had long been a diversity of opinion. From 
the very commencement of the Government, the 
two great partes in the cuuntry were divided unon 
it, One of these parties concei that, hy these 
Words in the Constitution, Congress had the vight, 
in piomoting the general welfare, to appropriate 
nroney to any and every object which they believed 
would be conducive to the promotion of the gene- 
ral welfare, The other party, at the head of which 
was Mr. Madison himself, believed this power was 
limited by the Constitution, and that Cor shave 
no right to make an appropriation, unless autho- 
nized 10 do so by a specific provision of the Con- 
stitution, . ‘hese two schools had existed from an 
early stage of the Government to the present time. 
Mr. Madison, in his celebrated report of 1799, 
had given his views on the subject, in the most 
clear and conclusive language, which required not 
one word from Mr. C. He would ask the Seere- 
tary to read the passage on the 23d, 24th, 2oth, 26th, 
and 27th pages of the report. 

[The Sceretary then read the passage indicated 
by Mr. Caunoun.t 

Tere, Mr. C. said, Mr, Madison, by a very able 
argument, had proved, beyond all controversy, that 
Congress has the power only to make specific 

grants, and that no more than specific powers are 

vestal in them by that clause of the Constitution, 

The opposite doctrine involved unlimited power 

in the possession of Congre Mr. C. would not 
repeat the ar - Madison had alsọ pre- 
dicted what Mr, C. feared he should see fulfilled, 
that the GBposite argament would Jead to consoli 


the questions invelved in this ¢ 


dation, or was consolidation itsel f, and that the cone- 


sequent elect would be a monarchy. 
prediction 
part reali 
OL me 
ime fay 
system. ` 
Mr. ©. held it to be due to the memory of Mr, 


What was 
in 1799, was already, Mr. C. said, in 
d. We had not yet arrived at the stage 
7, but the Executive Department was 
7 of absorbing the whole powers of the 


Madison, and to the powerful argument just read in 
his report, that questions of this kind should be 
considered with all possible caution. He had 
given his views of this portion of the Constitution 
in the prime of his life and vigor of his manbood; 
and such views elevated Mr. Jefferson to the Chief į 
Magistracy in the political revolation of 1800, and 
afterward elevated Mr. Madison himself. The | 
fame of this illustrious man, and the debt which we 
owed him for all he didj for our institutions, de- 
manded that we should do nothing on the present 
occasion to show a want of respect for him or his 
sentiments. ; 

The question now before the Senate, Mr. C. | 
said, was whether Congress had the power to pur- | 
chase the copy-right to Mr. Madison’s papers, which 
.= Žthe present state of political feelings, were regard- 
ed of little or no value in the money market. Mr. 
C-fregarded it as truly deplorable; that these inval- 
uable papers, which threw a light upon the Con- 
stitution which had never beed shed upon it before, 
should be deemed of no value. by the public, ab- 
sorbed with party politics and the low love of gain, 
so that such a work could not be published. But 
where, Mr. C. asked, was the special power in the 
Constitution for Congress to publish such a work? 
This was a solemn question, the answer to which 
should be shown not by precedent, but by the Con- 
stitution, The practice of Congress, Mr. C. said, 
had been most loose on this and all other points. 
But the real question was, whether there was such 
a power in the Constitution. The chairman of the 
committee had not rested his argumenton this, but on 
the broad general principle that these papers would 
throw a new and brilliant light upon our institu- 
tions, and constitute a new era in their history, and 
in the progress of the human mind, thus promoting 
the general welfare by the diffusion of intelligence, 
for which Congress had no authority in the Consti- 
tution. Mr. C felt that his position in opposition 
to this resolution was a painfulone; but the opinions 
of Mr. Madison, which were the text book of Mr. 
C. and of those with whom he acted, demanded that 
he should not abandon it. He had spoken as briefly 
as possible, and wished chiefly for the opportunity 
of recording his vote against the proposition. 

Mr. PRESTON said he concurred fully with his 
colleague in all the principles laid down in the 
celebrated report of Mr. Madison, as an argument 
upon the Constitution; and he considered his refu- 
tation of the opposite doctrines, under the Constitu- 
tion, to have been unanswered, end were wholly 
unanswerable. But, acquiescing fully in the views 
both of his colleagne and of Mr. Madison, Mr. P. 
said he could still conscientiously. vote for this reso- 
lution. On the grounds to which his colleague had 
alluded, this resolution ovght not to pass. But Mr. 
P. believed they had no application whatever to the 
case in hand. In the exarnination of these papers, 
the committee came to this general result: that these 
papers were part and parecl of the Constitution 
aud of the muniments of our Government, being 
not only connected, but in a manner identified with 
them, as much so as were the journals of the con- 
vention. hese journals (he said) had been pub- 
lished by authority of an act of Congress in 1819, 
under the administration of Mr. Monroe, a man 
eminently devoted to the principles which his col- 
league had commended; a strict republican, as to 
his political character; and this, Mr. P. believed, 
was done without the dissent of any party or any 
individual, and without the slightest objection. 

Seeing that this was a proceeding of a republican 
Congress and a republican President, it was a sub- 
ject of consideration with the committee on what 
principle this whole country had yielded to the pro- 
priety of such a publication; and they conclu led 
that it was a necessary portion, not only 6f our con- 
stitutional history, but of our constitutional exist- 
ence. Now, (asked Mr. P.) are these papers of the 
Same character? They comprised the speeches of 
those who took an active part in the formation of 
the Government, and exhibited their views of that 
Goverament, taken dowh with thé greatest possible 
accuracy and fulness; and the most remarkable 
speeches, after having been written out by Mr. 
Madison, -were revised and corrected by the hand 


J as 


of Hamilton; so-that the whole was a complete his- 
tory of these transactions, - 


It was objected to these reports that they were not 
in fact official. But what right have Congress to 
publish the official proceedings of that body more 
than the unofficial? The publication of both pro- 
ceeds on the same ground, that they are part and 
parcel of our frame of government, being an expo- 
sition of the views of those who formed the Consti- 
tution, and, therefore, best showing its true 
meaning. 

In the same way (Mr. P. said) Congress found 
it convenient to publish the journals of the old 
Congress under the Confederation, and no one hes- 
itated on any side. And yet these papers had no 
more than a historical connection with our present 
form of Government, and were by no means so 
free from objections founded on the principles of 
Mr. Madison’s report, as were the papers of Mr. 
Madison now in question. 

There were st:]l other precedents which might be 
relied on, and among them was the purchase by 
Congress of the papers of General Washington, at 
$25,000, without any serious objection. And there 
was another still more remarkable example in re- 
gard to our revolutionary history. Mr. P. also ad- 
duced some other precedents of. less importance. 
He said the Library Committee would, in his view, 
have been entirely justified in purchasing, on their 
own authority, the papers of Mr. Madison, to de- 
posite in the library, if there had been no ulterior 
view to their publication. 

Mrs. Madison had stated that the offers made her 
for the papers in question were not satisfactory. 
It was to be supposed they were not very great. 
But the committee did not feel themselves author- 
ized to inquire what Mrs. Madison intended to do 
with the money which she might derive from the 
work. The proposition on her part was to sell 
thus much of her property to the Congress of the 
United States ; and whether there were legacies on 
that fund or not, was not for Congress to inquire. 
They might just as well ask whether the printer 
whom they employed would give away his money 
for this or that object, or whether he would spend 
itin gambling, drunkenness, or debauchery. For 
these things Congress were not responsible. 

Mr. P. said he deemed the history of the Govern- 
ment as of very great value, and he felt extremely 
desirous that the greatest possible light should be 


thrown upon it; so strong was this feeling as to 


cause in him some self-distrust as to his estimate of 
the very great value of the work now in question. 
Eut he was by no means disposed to construe the 
Constitution merely by the words it contained, but 
he thought itexceedingly desirable to know the views 
and intentions of its framers, which must be re~ 
garded as the oniy true spirit of the instrument. 
Mr. P. made various other remarks still further il- 
lustrating and enforcing his views. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he supposed that there 
was no member of the Senate who regarded ihe 
sum proposed to be given for these manuscripts as 


-t00 large, if the appropriation was within the just 


field of their constitutional powers. Now. what 
was the object of this appropriation? The Senate 
sat under a Constitution which had now endured 
more than fifty years, and had been formed under 
very peculiar circumstances, under a great exigen- 
cy, and in a manner that no Constitution had ever 
been formed in any other country, on principles of 
united and yet divided legislation, altogether unex- 
ampled in the history of frez States. Mr. W. 
agreed fully in the sentiment that the constant rule 
of interpretation to be applied to this instrument 
was, that its restrictions were contained in itself, 
and that it was to be made, as far as possible, 
its own interpreter. He also agreed that the 
practice under the Government, for a long course 
of years, and the opinions of those who both 
formed the instrument, and afterward aided 
in carrying it into effect by laws passed un- 
der its authority, was to be the next ground of in- 
terpretation; and it seemed to him that the measnre 
now proposed was of great importance, both in 
connection with the Constitution itself, and with the 
history of its interpretation. He should not now 
speak of the political opinions of Mr. Madison. He 
looked only to the general facts of the case. It was 
well known that the convention of great men who 
formed our Constitution sat with closed doors; that 
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no report of their proceedings was published at that 
time; and that their debates. were listened to by 
none but themselves and the officers in attendance. 
‘We had, indeed, the official journal kept by their 
„order. It was an important document, but it in- 
formed us only of their official acts... We get from 
it nothing whatever of the debates in that. illustri- 
ous.body. Besides this, there were only a few pub- 
lished sketches, more or less valuable. But the 
connection of Mr. Madison with the Constitution 
and the Government, and his profound knowledge 
of all that related to both, would necessarily give 
` to any reports which he should -have taken a supe- 
yior claim to accuracy. It was his purpose, when 
he entered the body, to report its whole proceed- 
ings. He chose a position which best enabled him 
to-do so; nor had he been absent a single day dur- 
ing the whole period of its’sittings. It was further 
understood that his report of the leading speeches 
had been submitted to the members for correction, 
The fact was weil known to them all that he was 
thus collecting materials for a detailed report of 
their proceedings. Without, therefore, having seen 
apage of these manuscripts, it was reasonable to 
conclude that they must contain matter not only 
highly interesting, but very useful; and it was his 
impression that, among this class of cases, the Se- 
nate could: not better consult the wishes and inter- 
„ests of the American people than to let them see a 
document of this character, from the pen of such a 
man as Madison. ‘Bhat gentleman had been more 
“connected with the Constitution than almost any 
other individual. He had been present in that lit- 
tle assemblage that met al Annapolis in °86, with 
whom the idea of the convention originated, He 
was afterwards a member of the convention of Vir- 
ginia, which ratified the Coustitution. He had then 
been a member of the first Congress, and had taken 
an important lead in the great duties of its legisla- 
tion, under that Constitution, in the formation of 
which he had acted so conspicuous a part. He had 
afterwards filled the important station of Secretary 
of State, and had subsequently been for eight years 
President of the United States. Thus, his whole 
life had been intimately connected, first with the 
formation, and then with the administration of the 
“Constitution. s 
Mr. W. said that he saw no constitutional ob- 
jection to the purchase of these manuscripts. Why 
did Congress purchase every year works on His- 
` tory, Geography, Botany, Metaphysics, and Mo- 
rals? How was it that they had purchased a col- 
lection of works of the most miscellaneous charac- 
ter from Mr. Jefferson? The manuscripts in ques- 
tion stood in a different relation. They related 
immediately and intimately to the nation’s own af- 
fairs, and. especially to the construction of that 
great instrument under which the houses of Con- 
gress were now sitting. H the doctrine advanced 
by the Senator from South Carolina was to prevail, 
` Congress ought forthwith to clear its library of 
every thing but the State papers. Mr. W’s views 
on the Constitution were well known; whether an 
inspection of these papers would confirm and 
strengthen the views he entertained respecting that 
instrument, he could not say; but certainly, if they 
were now within his reach, he should be very cea- 
ger to read them; and their examination’ would be 
one of the very first things that he should engage in. 
A report of such debates, from such a pen, could 
not but be of the highest importance, and its peru- 
` sal.was well caleulated to gratify a rational curiosity. 
It might throw much light on the early interpreta- 
tion of the Constitution, and on the nature and 
structure of our Government. 
duced this effect, it could do more than all other 
things to show to the people of the United States 
through what conciliation; through what a temper 
of compromise, through what a jast yielding of the 
judgment of one individual to that of another, 


through what a spirit of manly and brotherly love, | 
that assembly. of illustrious men had been enabled | 


finally to agree upon the form of a Constitution for 


their country, and had sneceeded in conferring so |}. 


great a good upon the American people. aoe 
Mr. NILES said he regretted that the committee 
had presented this subject for the action of the Se- 


hate in.the precise form they had, as he feared | 


that he should not-be able to give the- resolation 


But, while it pro-. 


| his support, which he should have been happy to |i 


“was not the object in view. 


-course, but it would certainly be a very expensive 


been offered for it. The aid of Congress, therefore, 


` States to have the benefit of the sentiments of the 


“involved in this question; one much more impor- |} 


have done had the resolution been in ‘a different 
shape. He concurred in all that hag been said às © 
to the merits of the work, and the high character 
of its illustrious author. He would ‘yield to-no 
man in the estimation in which he held the charac- 
ter, services, and political opinions of Mr. Madi- - 
son. But the universally acknowledged merit of 
the work should induce us to be the more cautions 
not to act on unsound principle, and unnecessarily 
seta bad example. He was sorry that the com> 
mittee had not gone farther, and let us know what 
is their ultimate purpose in the purchase of these 
manuscripts. Are they to be purchased for publi- 
cation, or to deposiied in the library for the use of 
Congress? If the latter was the object, he saw no 
constitutional difficulty in the way; but there were 
other serious objections to that course. Thirty 
thousand dollars was an enormous sum to pay for 
the manuscripts, in case they were to be used only 
as an addition to the library of Congress; besides, 
if this is the only object, the purchase of the manu- 
seripts will be the means of withholding the work 
from the press, instead of aiding in diffusing the 
sentiments of the author among the people of the 
United States, which he supposed was the principal 
object. It was urinecessary to dwell on this aspect 
of the question, because he was satisfied that such 
There could be no 
doubt that the real purpose is the publication of 
the work; and what is to be the nature and extent 
of the publication? Are we to publish a few hun- 
dred copies only, for the use of Congress and the 
public offices, or is Congress to publish a large edi- 
tion for general distribution? There might be less 
objection, on the ground of principle, to the former 


way of supplying Congress with the work. . He 
thought the proper course would be for Congress to 
purchase a certain number of copies of the work 
after it should be published; or, if it was deemed 
necessary to encourage the publication, and to add 
to the present value of the copy-right, he should: 
have no objection, and feel no difficulty, in the - 
adoption of aresolution authorizing the subscrip- 
tion to five hundred or one thousand copies of the 
work, at a fair price, to be paid for when: it might 
be published. 

There can be no constitutional difficulty in pur- 
chasing the manuscript for the library, nor in pur- 
chasing a certain number of copies of the published 
work, nor in authorizing a subscription fer a num- 
ber of copies of the work when it may be pub- 
lished; but to purchase the manuscript, not for the 
library, but for the purpose of publication, is a very 
different thing. He doubied the power of Congress 
to do this, and he could see no necessity whatever 
for it... Why is it necessary for Congress to inter- 
fere? The work will be published without our 
aid.. This manuscript is valuable, for we have 
just been informed that five thousand dollars have 


is not necessary to secure the publication of the 
work, and to cnable the people of the United 


illustrious author. What reason, then, can be as- 
signed“ why Congress should purchase the copy-. 
right, sand become the publisher of the work? 
Why has this application been made to us? He || 
apprehended that there could be no Gther reason |; 
than that assigned by the Senator from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Calhoun,) that the aid of Congress 
was necessary to pay the legacies charged upon 
this manuscript. Under the form of purchasing 
the manuscript, we are to pay the legacies in the 
testament of Mr. Madison, charged upon a fund 
which is insufficient to satisfy them. Is not this: 
the whole of the case? The high merit of the 
work is of no consequence in this view of the ques- || 
tion, because the country will have the benefit of jj 
it without our interference. It is nct on this | 
ground that the purchase could be justified, and he | 
could seeto other object but to. secure the execu- |i 
tion of the will and tie payment of the legacie s. 

But, said Mr. N. is there not a great principie 


tant that that as.to the propriety of the appropria- 
tion? Is Congress to become the publisher~ of 


| forme: 


books for general distribution, and with the view to 


enhghten, the people? Where are we to find-o 
authority for sucha proceeding? We are- told- 
that these. mianuscripts,’. containing. thes only: 
authentic. account of the proceedings: of the: 
convention, ought justly to be considered as ac’: 
part of the Constitution itself; that they belong to,- 
and are part of, the muniments of the Government. : 
This is a strong: claim tobe set up for: the private 

manuscripts of an individual, however distinguished 

or connected with the institutions: of. the country.” 
But, admitting it to be true, has Congress the power: 

to publish the Constitution. jiself for general distris- | 
bution and for the purpose of affording political in- 
telligence to the people? We may publish-onr jout- 
nal or public records, for the use of Congress or the: 
officers of the Government. But can-Congress take: 
upon itself to. decide what political inforiation:-is 


-proper to be distributed among the people, and then 


become the publisher and distributer of the’ works 
containing the same, at the expense of the national’: 
treasury? This would not be only bea very extra- 
ordinary but a very dangerous power. Itwould yot : 
only bea new source ofexpenditure, but the assump- 
tion of a power which might be wielded with tremen- 
dous effect, in operating upon public opinion. If this 
work is to be published at the public expense and 
by-the authority of. Congress, on the ground that: 
itis calculated to explain and illustrate the theory, 
and. principles of the Government, the same claim’ 
may be set up for works of a very different. de- 
scription. Who is to decide what is the true theory 
and exposition of the Constitution? This has been. 
a. subject of controversy from the formation of the. 
Constitution. The different opinions which have 
existed in relation to this matter, have.formed the 
basis and foundation of parties. One work will 
contain the true exposition of. the Constitution, ac- 
cording to the views of one party, and a very difs 


| ferent work according to the opinions of another 


party. When one party is in the ascendaney, they 
may publish and distribute among the people such 
works as may be calculated to explain and ilus- . 
trate what they regard as.the true theory of the: Go-'' 
vernment; and another party, when in power, may ` 
authorize the publication. of political works of an 
opposite character, to explain and unfold: the true. 
theory of the Constitution, as they understand it.. - 
This is a power which. would unavoidably lead.to 
abuses of the most dangerous tendency; as nothing 
could be more mischievous, than for Congress, by: 


its direct action, and by the expenditure of the pub-| 


lic funds, to attemptto influence public sentiment ` 
on political questions. ‘The worksof Mr. Madison 
would no doubtexert ahighly deneficialinfluence on 
public opinion; but if a precedent is established, Con- 
gress may exercise the. power, by publishing and: 
distributing political works of a very different cha- 
racter. He believed that Congress had no authority 
to publish any work for general circulation, or for 
any other purpose than the use of the Government, | 
and he could conceive of no assumption of power 
‘more’ dangerous, or of which the people ought to 
be more jealous. He regretted that the committee 
had présented this subject in the manner they had, 
and wes sorry they had not gone further, and in- 
i the Senate what was their ultimate: purpose 
in purchasing these manuscripis. But as they had 
not done this, he felt it his duzy to look beyond the 
resolution, and to decide for himisch’ what wasin- 
tended by the purchase. He believed that the ob-- 
ject was to publish the work, under the authority, 
and at the expense, of the United States; and be- 
lieving that such a proceeding would be wholly. un-. 
authorized, and a very dangerous exercise of pow- 
er, he felt constrained to vote against the resolution. 
` Mr. CRITTENDEN advocated the resolution in 
a speech which, from his relative position, was but 
imperfectly heard by the reporter. .Afler pro» 
nouncing a merited eulogy on the character of Mr. 
Madison, he observed that we might, with great 
reason, anticipate the character of this work from 
that cf its authors. and such was the estimation in 
which he individually held a report compiled under 
such .circumstances, by such a man, that he be- 
lieved its.value could scarce be overrated. ‘There 
was no gentleman, he beLeved, who had expressed 


“any hesitation as to the price proposed to be given; 


bul “the Senator from South Carola was very: ap- 
prehensive that, in purchasing this work, Congress 
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would Ye exercising an unconstitutional power, end 
one which.had a dangerens tendency toward the 
~eonsolvanon of the Government, Now, one great 
reason why Mr. C. was desirous of obtaining this, 
and all other productions of Mr. Madison, was the 
conviction that we could nowhere find more light 
as to the just interpretation of the powers in the 


i 


‘Constitation. . As to the authority. to make this. 


purchase; if there was any vaine in precedents, 
there were enough of these- to place it beyond 
question. “The Senator demanded a specific power. 
A sufficient reply tò that question, would be to ask 
another. Under what specific power in the Consti- 
tation had Congress erected this costly and magni- 
ficent palace for its legislation? Surely, a building 
less expensive would have met-and satisfied the 
necessities of the case. Who wonld say that these 
noble ranges of pillars, and the splendid dome 
they sustained, were indispeusable to the delibera- 
; tions of the Senate? Nay, where was the specific 
: power fot thé erection of the Capitol at all? He 
would further demand of the Senator under what 
specific power he voted for the purchase of books 
for the Library? The truth was, that all these aets 
pertained to that subordinate class of powers which 
reeulated what might be called the domestic eco- 
„Romy of the Government, and which were necessa- 
“RY to the exercise of the primary and higher powers 
» Specifically enumerated in the Constitution. And 
surely if Congress could purchase any work con- 
Stitulionally, was there ‘any which it might more 
legitimately buy than the manuscript now in ques- 
tion? Could any work be more desirable to an 
‘American statesman? any more useful to an Ame- 
rican legislator? Such a report formed an integral 
and most important part of the national history. It 
Wax a’ part of the archives of the Government if- 
self. Phe Senator frora Connecticut (Mr. Nines) 
viling to parchare 500 or 1660 copies of the 
karhen printed. That would be Quite leggj- 
mate; but the honorable Senator was Startled at the 
idea of purchasing a manuscript fer publication. 
On what subtle ground of constitutional corstruc- 
‘tion the gentleman eame to such a conclusion, Mr. 
„©. was unable to comprehend. Ii tie manuscript 
i werg purchased, would itnot afterwards be printed? 
-cH itwas printed, then all diñculty would be out of 
the. way; bat to purchase as a preparatory step 
to printing, would be a daring violation of the Con- 
stitution! i 
Miri C. wasreally mable to appreciate the free of 
this areument | Congress designed to purchase this 
work for rause; and dhl it constitate an obisetieon 
that thereby the comma nity would be enabled to get 
it alsa, and to possess itin a more authentic form? 
Congress bad a right to erect a chambor for its own 
deliberations, Did the act become tneonstitution- 
alite dimensions of that chamber should he 
etlarged as to admit the erestion ofa 


galle 


Spectators? No more did it become unconstiintion- 
al for 8 to parchase a work for themselves 


beeanse the padfic could incidemally eet the advan. 
tage of Aro C. was desirous thet Congress, by 
such an act, should commend this work to the 
Amerieaa people, showd put ils inp 
dt, and send it fo 
which such an ect contd 
not stricly necessary mi 
i ùsefui and beceming, in the exercise Of powers con- 
fessedly constitutional. Was it necessary to place 
in this Hall that. venerable connlenanve of Wash- 


nevertheless be highly 


Ingten, which Seemed, as it were, to preside in si- 
lent dignity over their legislation? Was 


power which authorized them to ado 
t with historie paintings and enmiblemstie 
tuary? He belie in purchasing this 5 
the Senate would fulfila ¢ ily near and dear to the 
: If the remains of 

ito exist in the remotest 
C, would cvete fop an ex- 
zmore than these’ manu- 
3 d to this conn- 
have power 
a the 


ed that 


hearis of 
Mr. Mad: w 
earner of the worl 
pedition that 
seripts, to br 


area 


one 
t the nation with i uperishahie re~ 
he gentleman’s interpretation pre- 
i gon would be shorn of the brightest 
beams which now encirele its name; 


tees 


) 


C. differed from that gentleman as to constitu- 
tional views, he could not but believe that he was 
infiuenced at. heart by all those feelings which 
would induce’Mr. C. to support this measure. For 
himself he had never given a vote with amore en- 
tire conviction of its perfect propriety. i 

Mr. CALHOUN rejoined, and farther insisted 
upon the ground he had before taken. There was 
no diversity of opinion as to the value of these 
manuscripts, nor with regard to the great character 
of Mr. Madison, nor as to its being a very desira- 
ble object that this work should be published; but 


whether it. should be published by the agency of 


Congress was a diferent question. The work, 
however, would be ptblished at all events. Mrs. 
Madison had been, offered $5,000 for it. That was 
sufficient to secure the publication. If Congress 
wished any copies for the library, they could far- 
nish themselves with as many as might be neces- 
sary. Why must they purchase the copy-right? 
Would this application ever have come here if Mrs. 
Madison had been offered by the booksellers 
enough money to cover the legacies in her has- 
band’s will? 

Mr. Crrmrenpex interposed, and said he pre- 
sumed it would. The reverence in which that 
distinguished woman held her husband’s memory 
would naturally induce her to desire to disposé of 
this manuscript rather to the Government of his 
country than to booksellers. As to purchasing the 
‘copy-right, so precious did he hold the manuscript 
itself that did he possess it he would not take the 
$39,000. for it. 

Mr. Caroun res med, and insisted that Jet gen- 
tlemen twist and turn the question as they pleased, 
it amounted to neitker more nor less than this: an 
appropriation by Congress to pay the legacies in 
Mr. Madison’s will, Mr. C. profound!y regretted 
that those legacies had ever been charged upon the 
avais of this manyuripi. Mr. Madison had died 
childless, and had left his wife in easy circum- 
stances. How much better would it have been 
had he ieft this work free of all cost as a legacy to 
the American people? And he no less regretted 
that Mrs. Madison had ever made the present ap- 
plication to Congress, and his regret was yet 
heightened, because a compliance with her request 
involved a plain and palpable violation of that 
rule in the interpretation of the Constitution which 
Mr. Madison himself had laid down, The rule 
was full of the profoundest political wisdom and 
foresight, and evinced in the mind of tf roat 
man a just foreboding as to the fate of this Govern- 
ment. It would: honor the memory ct Madison 
far more to regard this rule than to purchase this 
manuscript. And if the manuscript itself was es- 
teemed so valuable, there was no doubt that the 
printer, after the edition was worked off, would 
very gladly give the orlei ss. He then 
Went en in a course of argument to show that the ap- 
propriation involved a violation of the principles 
taid down by Mr. Madison with respect to limited 
powers, and would, ifcarried out, leave itin the pow- 
er of the Government to perform any ac! whaiever 


which it might deem conducive to the general - 


welfare. In reply to the inquiry of Mr. Crittenden 
as to the erection and decoration of the apitol, he 
observed that the case was very plain. They were 
a legisiative hody, and must have a house in which 
to assembie;. and whether the building were small 
or large, more or less expensive, did not vary the 
constitutional qnestien. As to ita profuse deeora~ 
uon, there had been many pohiticiaus of the old 
school who deahted i pediency, and thought 
that mach plainer bni ings would have been more 
cousistent with our rembljean simplicity. As to 
the lori n Mr. C. greatly doubted 
zefion any such measare. 


was inade to sanciion anciher, until at length they 
came down to the great question whieh had erigi- 
ginally separated the two Parties. in. this Govern- 
mitted that when a young man, 
and at his ent è upon politiesl Hfeshe had in- 
clined to that interpretation of the Constitation 
Which favored a latitude of powers, but experienced 
cbservation and reflection had wrought a great 
in his views; and, above all, the transcen- 


© 


D 


and though || dent argument of Mr, Madison himself, in his cele- 


. Other things to convince him of his error, 


brated resolutions uf 1798, had done more than-all 
The 
opposite course tended to a Government of unlim- 
ited powers, and in such a Government the Execu- 
tive Department must inevitably swallow up all 
the rest. The Senator from Kentue y (Mr. Crit- 
tenden) had warred nebly against Executive en- 
croachments, but that warfare woeld be all in vain 
unless the money power of the Government shonld 
be closely watched. He had been struck with the 
sagacity and foresight of Mr. Jefferson in a remark 
of that great statesman, that legislative usurpation 
would always precede executive, but that execu- 
tive would always succeed it. Yet there would be 
a thousand cases which so strongly appealed to the 
hearts and sympathies of legislators, that these 
salutary restraints and waraings were all in danger 
of being swept away; and he who should oppose 
appeals of that nature would come to feel little in 
his own eyes, and to zecuse himself of a want of 
the noblest feelings of the heart. He concluded by 
once more asserting that the naked question before 
the Senate was, whether they would vote an ap- 
propriation to pay the legacies in Mr. Madison’s 
will. Ashe could not in conscience vote in the 
afirmative, he desired that the question should be 
taken by yeas and nays. 

Mr. RIVES said he little expected, after the nu- 
mMe104S appropriations for objects very question- 


able in their nature, and involving far mare dubi-- 


ous constitutional questions, which pass here from 
session to session and from day to day without ob- 


jection or observation, that we should have been 


occupied in a grave constitutional discussion on 
such a resolution as this. He most thoroughly 
concurred with the Senator from South Carolina in 
every fundamental principle he has now laid down, 
He subseribed most heartily to the doctrine that 
Senator has quoted from the celebrated report of 
Mr. Madison in 1798. Bat what is that doctrine? 
What was the occasion of its being’ advanced; and 
what is its jast application? The Senate will all 
recollect that at an carly. stage of the history of this 
Government an attempt was made to pervert a 
clause in the first article of the Constitution which 
empowers Congress to “ lay and collect duties, &¢. 
to pay the debts and provide for the common de- 
fence and general welfare of the United States.” 
The first construction attempted to be putupon these 
words was, that Congress has power to do what- 
ever it may deem necessary and proper for the com- 
mon defence and general welfare: a constenction 
Which goes at once to prostrate all notion of speci- 
fic powers, and which renders the subsequent grant 
of those powers in the Constitution itself perfectly 
nugatory. But this interpretation was so gross 
and so entirely at war with the whole spirit and 
genius of our Government that it enjoyed but a 
brief reign. Jt was followed, however, by 2 con- 
struction much more plausi ble, and which was 
strenuously advocated by the justly celebrated Alex- 
ander Hamilton. He contended that although the 
Constitution did not possess a general and up!imit- 
ed power to do any thing they pleased,. provided 
they thought it for the general. welfare; yet, that 
they might do any thing whatever which covid he 
accomplished through the appropriation of racney. 
Tt wasin answer to that doctrine that Mr. Madison, 
in the able report, from which extracts have been 
read, undertook to show that the money power of 
Congress was itself subject to all the limitations of 
the Constitution; thatit was entrusted with Con- 


uc powers enumerated in that instroment; and 
this has ever since been held to be the true, ortho- 
QOX, r i To that doctrine I give 


epubliean doctrine. 
my full and unreserved assent, 

But, while { do this, T say that it has no applica- 
tion here; and I admit that,-if ihis appropriation 
cannot be sustained by showing that it has a pro- 


per relation to the delegated pewer of Congress, it 
cannot be justified. None can justly defend iton 


the ground that the money power is widerin extent 
than the other powers. No. We must be held, in 
every casc, to the specific trusts of the Constitu- 
tion; but then it is not necessary that there shall i 
every case be a y bal grant of the power, | 1 think 
e Senator from Kentucky (Mr: Crittenden) fairl 
nswered the Senator from South Caroling. He 


“Feb. 1837. 
‘94th Cone......2d SESS. 


APPE 


‘Gnquired, if we are to jook for a specific power 
ranted in words for each particular application of 
money, where was the authority for the erection-of 
“these gorgeous and magnilicent columns, and’ for 
decorating. the walls of this Chamber with that 
image of the Father of his Country? The argument 
“was, in my opinion, appropriate. and conclusive. 
But it might be carried still farther.: I think. the 


strict construction. of the Constitution, is in. this 
ease overstrict. If his ‘notion of limited powers be 
correct, where is our authority, not for constructing 
so magnificent a building as this, but for erecting 
-any building at all, even in the plainest style of Do- 
ric simplicity? Where is ow grant of power to 

erect a mansion for the Executive, or public build- 
“pgs to contain the national archives? There is evi- 
dently none. We must,resort in all these cases to 
“another clause, which declares that Congress shall 
“Shave power “to make all laws which shall be ne- 
~eessary and proper tor carrying into execution the 


‘this Constitution in the Government of the. United 
= States, or in any department, or officer thereof.” 


`~: Our power to appropriate money for the erection of | 


¿this Capitol, or of .the President’s house, does not 
lie in the fact that such an appropriation is abso- 
wo Tutely necessary, for it is not absolutely necessary. 
~o The President might reside, as many of the Chief 
“Magistrates of the States do reside, in a private 
mansion, provided at his own expense; and Con- 
gress might hire some apartment, without expend- 
ing money in the erection of a house for ils own 
Xclusive occupancy; and, according to the doctrine 
of the Senator from South Carolina, as there is no 
_ Specific grant here, there can be no constitutional 
authority for such an application of the public mo- 
ney. Put, though not indispensably necessary, it 
“may, nevertheless, he fit and proper, and may be 
covered by the limited discretionary power to make 
‘Jaws to carry into effect those powers which are 
specifically enumerated. A construction so strict 
as that pleaded for by the Senator from South 
Carolina, on the present occasion, would strip the 
Congress of its salutary powers, would disarm it, 
and rénder it utterly useless for all practical pur- 
“poses. There must be a just discretion. 
>” But let me call the attention of that Senator to 
«the report of Mr. Madison. T have not looked 
_ over it for two or three years, but my mind was so 
© early and so deeply imbved with its principles,—I 
© looked to it with much pride and confidence, as 
. containing the political creed of my State,—that Ido 
` not think I can err in saying that the test of any 
“appropriation, as laid down by that great man, is, 
`a not that it shall he absolutely indispensable, but that 
it mnst bear “a direct and appropriate relation” to 
~~ some of the powers specifically granted. By that 
test Iam willing to abide; and J will vote for this 
- appropriation, not on the broad principle that it 
: promotes the general welfare, but on the ground 
that, on a fair common-sense and practical inter- 
. pretation of the Constitution, it has a direct and 
- appropriate relation to powers specifically granted. 
o Now, to apply this principle: 1 ask, is there any 
Government which has not power to preserve, and, 
if it pleases, to publish the acts and records of its 
own official history? ‘The other Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. Preston) put this matter, as Í 
think, upon the true ground—on ground solid and 
+ impregnable. These debates of the convention are 
*in the nature of public archives. They are the re- 
cords and muniments of our national history, and 


it is only in that view that I am in favor of pur | 


chasing them; and I contend that. this appropria- 
tion stands on far narrower grounds than those we 
are continually passing for the increase of our mis- 
cellaneous library, or than that by which we erect- 
ed this Capitol, or the mansion of the Chief Magis- 
trate. It is directed to the preservation of the mu- 
niments of our creation and organized existence 
asa pation and a Government, and to their publi- 
cation in order to that preservation. Let me call 
the attention of the honorable Scnator to what has 
been repeatedly done, and has never been objected 
to. Whenit was deemed proper to republish the 
journals of the old confederation, was that mea- 
sure opposed on constitutional grounds? But why 
were those journals published ? They were not the 
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acts ofan existing Congress, but of a pre-existing 


Senator from South Carolina, whilst he goes for a- 


i foregoing powers, and all other powers vested by. 


and diferent . Bnet.suil they were most pre- 
cious and important, as constituting- sn integral 
part of our national history and xistence.” ‘The 
same remarks will apply to the secret journals. of 
the convention, and to the diplomatic: correspon- 


| dence of the confederation. Where was our spe- 


cific constitutional authority. for that publication 2 
Yet we, authorized all these things, by the necessary: 
appropriation ‘of money for ihe purpose. And I 
now ask, on what ground the publication of ‘the 
journal of the proceedings of the convention can be 


practically distinguished from the debates of that: 


same convention ? May we publish the mere naked 
detail of the acts of the convention, and’shall we be 
debarred from purchasing and publishing a full 
and authentic report of its debates, taken by a mem- 
ber so distinguished, who devoted himself with soul 
and body to the object, and who, in order to accom- 
plish it, imposed npon himself self-denial, the regi- 
men of an anchorite, while he was engaged in the 
labor ? ; 

The journal is important, Ladmit, but the debates 
are more important. The journalis a mere skele- 
ton, a record of yeas and nays, and of resolutions 
agreed upon or rejected; a maze without a plan. -~ It 
is this report of debates which gives us a clue to the 
labyrinth—which clothes the skeleton with flesh 
and life and substance. It is this which sheds light 
upon the acts themselves, and informs us of the 
grounds and principles on which they were adopted. 
Then there is another point in which this report has 
more nearly the character of the journatitself, Itis 
well known that the official journal of the conven- 
tion was a very imperfect record, and that there 
were in it chasms which had to be filled up by a re- 
sort to this very work, parts of which are.actually 
incorporated into it, and have been printed with it. 
Let me prove this by reading to the Senate a short 
passage from the introducticn to that journal, writ- 
ten by Mr. Adams, the Secretary vf State, under 
whose superintendence the journal of the Conven- 
tion was prepared for publication. 

{Here Mr. R. read several extracts from that 
work.] 

In whatever aspect, then, we regard these manu- 
scripts, whether as general muniments of our official 
and governmental history, or as a detailed account 
of the deliberations of that illustrious body which 
formed our Constitution, they are of far higher im- 
portance than the mere naked journal ‘itself, as 
showing. in a mast interesting manner the succes- 
sive phases which the Constitution assuméd, and as 
affording us important light towards ifs practical 
construction at the present time. 

The honorable Senator from Connecticut (Mr. 
Nines) appears to me to have misconceived the na- 
ture and scope of this resolution.. With. that 
astuteness: which he well knows how to exhibit 
when there is occasion for it, he has brought for- 
ward a constitutional objection on this occasion 
which is not quite in harmony with that vigorous 
common. sense which distinguishes him in so pecu- 
liar and eminent a degrce. Be argues that, though 
it might be very constitutional to purchase, this 
work, if it were printed, it would be a vioiation of 


the Constitution to purchase the manuscript with e` 


view to publication. But my honorable friend is run- 
ning ahead of the resolution in point of fact. Tt 
says nothing about publication: that is altogether a 
distinct and subsequent question, in regard to which 
there may be a diversity of opinion. If he thinks 
that this purchase will be made constitutional by de- 
positing the manuscript in one of the vaults of the 
Capitol, or by placing it in some of the recesses of 
the Library, where it shall be viewed only by those 
who enjoy a particular privilege to examine it, why, 
if can so be done; but the resolution itself does not 
contain a single word beyond the naked purchase 
of the manuscript. Ihave indeed no doubt that a 
majority of the body would be in favor of the pub- 
lication. But there is nothing of that. in the reso- 
lution. ‘There may be important reasons why 


Congress should wish to possess the original verita- 


ble record of these proceedings in the autograph of 
one so intimately acquainted with them, and sò 


closely connected with all that relates to the Con-, 


stitution as was Mr. Madison. a 
It is often important not oniy that we haye the 


words but the punctuation even of sonto 
resoluiivas,. for the Senator: from Cont 
knows very wel} that grave constitutional questions’ 
have turned upon the puinctuatidn of some of the’ 
articles of that instrament. A change “in a word 

may- change the whole character ‘ofa work, and” 
hence it is important that ihe original. manuseript 

should be deposited in or archives: That is the- 
object of the resolution. twas drawn up with: 
care, and with express reference to this point.. The 

object.is that we may have these” ma nuserypts to 


-appeal to as a-genuine and authentic records and 


an authority verified:by the highest sanctions. 

In addition to the ‘appropriations, which T: have: : 
already mentioned, there was, a year of two ago, - 
an appropriation made without objection, so farias 
I am informed, of $25,000 for the purchase ot the 
Washington manuscripts, papers without any par- 
ticular official utility, since the most important of 
them were already in the hands of an eminent lite- 
rary gentleman, and in a course of publication, ` Lf 
that application of the public money could be justi- 
fied, surely this cannot be objected fo. ; 
= The Senator from South Carolina thought it fit 
to express his profound xegret that Mr: Madison 
had not made a different disposition of these manu- 
Scripts; thathe bad not bequeathed them to the na- 
tion. That is. delicate ground, and one on which 
[shall not presnme-to tread. It doesnot.in my ap- 
prehension belong to this foram. those 
questions which every man must settle for himself 
in the tribunai of his own hosom. Tae Senator, I 
am very sure, does not and cannot doubt that Mr. 
Madison was actuated by motives aene of the 
purest patriotism and benevolence. THe could. not 
doubt that these debates would eventually be given 
to the people of the United States. ‘There is that m 
his will which contains the proof thatwhen he was 
recording the deeds and sayings of that assembly of 
demi-gads (F had almost called them,) he looked to 
the beseft of bis country, and ef mankind. 

As to the bequests charged by Mr. Madison on 
the proceeds of these ‘manuscripts, they, were of a. 
character to consecrate them to the'intcres(s.of pa- ` 
triotism. and benevolence... There were alae 
them legacies to important literary institutions: one 
to. the University of. Virginia, of which he was the 
rector; another to the College of New Jersey, of 
which he was an alumnus; and another to a col- 
lege in Pennsylvania; as well as some for the edu- 
cation of individuals nearly connected with him by 
the Ues of blood and affection. These provisions 
ofa warm and practical benevolence are an honor 
to his heart, and more indelible- to his memory, in 
my humble judgment, than would have been an 
ostentatious gitt of his debates to the people of the 
United States, as though they were objects of “his 
charity. . The nation, as ‘the matter stands, are, in 
fact his legataries. TIe has beqreathed ‘to them 
the Constitution, of Which he was the chief. founder 
and framer, and the enduring fruits of all his pub- 
lic toils and patriotic labors. Modest as was his great 
mind, and devoted to the last to the good ‘of his 
country, he could not feel as if he were under obli- 
gation fo give to his countrymen farther proofs of 


-his desise for their welfare. : 


I regret that there should-on this occasion have 
been any comment here upon the private actions of 
the dead. Surely the testamentar ments 
of aman are, if any thing can be, matters which 
pertain exclusively, and in a sacred manner; to his 
‘own-bosom. |. The personal-bequests of such a maa 
as Mr. Madisen aro not subjects for the jurisdic- 
tion or revision of the Senate. The Senator from 
South Carolina has also said that wis proposition 
would er have been here had ihe-offer niade to 
Mrs. Madison by the booksellers: been sufficient to 
cover the legacies charged upon these manuscripts 
by her husband. Sir) I- have been honored by 
some personal relations with Mrs. Madison; and È 
happen to know, that while that Jady was prosecu- 

ng her arrangements for the publication of these 
ers, the suggéstion was made to her, froni sour- 

entitled fo her Highest respect, that ike most 
proper disposition that could be made of them, the 


destiviation. most becoming ber, as well ns the 
character of her venerzied busband, would be to 


piace them under the control of Congress. And 
could any thing be moie proper? Tosse precious 


It is one of those. . > 
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ts," more. precious far than the: books of 
ate the authende dendsitory; and the 


] isan obvious and peculiar pro- 
“priety in offering them’ to the Congress. of the Uni- 
“ted States. ee bs ae aoe 
And then, as to their utility: to. the country. 
Should the ‘publication be made as-a private con- 
cern. by the:book’ trade, there would: be a Jess per- 
‘fect guaranty that” they were- presented ma full, 
‘correct, and authentic form. . Bat place the.manu- 
,Scriphitself'in the archives of the Goverment, and 
all will have been done which. could be done to in- 
sure the preservation of the original and the “ace 
euracy.and fidelity òf: the copies. 

«Let mein conclusion say, and I regret that the 
‘remark is called for by the allusions of the Senator 
“from South Cardlina, that the amiable and dis- 
“tinguished Jady whois the proprietor of this manu- 

z Script isheré as “no petitioner for charity. She 
has done what it hecame her to do as the relict of 
that great: man whose papers were bequeathed to 
her to enshtine ‘and embody among the treasures 
of our county an authentic record of those solemn 
debates Which issued in. the formation of onr 
hagpy and glorious form of Government. 

Mr. CALHOUN explained. He had cast no 
cénsure on the legacies of Mr. Madison. - On the 
contrary, he considered them as all very proper, and 
he must be allowed to say that he was not a little 

` Surprised at the nature aud tone of the remarks of 
the Senator from Virginia. That which had called 
forth the expression of his regret-had been simply 
he legaciescharged on the avails of these 
manuscrip ould have had the effect of bringing 
_ this application hefore Congress. What he had said 
| Was, that an arrangement could have been made 
with the booksellers that would have covered those 
legacies, this application “never would have been 
made; and. there was nothing in tie language of 
the Will to: show the contrary... Mr. C. after a brief 
_redapitulation, af the ground he had taken, conclud- 
ved by observing that not one ofthe cases quoted by 
the Sepator. from Virginia availed in the least 


against the constitutional objection he had advance- 
ed, nor had he said any thing which’ any friend of 


Mes. Madison had tho least right to take any excep- 

ton ton oo eh i 

«Mr; CLAY said-that it had been his intention to 
-offer some remarks 

timeshad already bec 


mupied, and thalremaining 
tous, that he should con- 
aely saying thathe should vote 
o for Che resolntiion with? the greatest readiness and 
í at itinvolved no violation. whatever of 
the. ea) topal mutbority of Congress, while ti 
Paaie betuwe ume a seered duly to the eoun- 
try, tothe © ii, andto the memory of a 
Mans Wien inetushod, with a single excep- 
Tien of the iets of the revolution, 

` ior Was then faken and decided ja the 
eas ud aaps, as heretofore 


Lf 


stated: 
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of Michigan into 


sed the House as Tol- 


the preamble. Feannot see the propri 
ing a reason assigned which does not exist in poin 


of í The preamble in reference to the-act of - 
Con ct the 15th June, 1936, providing for the 
almi of Michigan into the. Union, declares: 


“Ahata convention of delegates clected by the péo- 
‘ple of the State of Michigan, &e. did, on the 15th 
of December, 1836, assent te the provisions ofsaid 
nits so notoriously the reverse, that the 


advoeates of the bill have themselves admitted that 
not one-third of the Jegally qualified voters elected 
that convention still an impression is attempted 
to be made, that it was. by the assent of the people 
of Michigan that that convention was held.. I do 
not desire {o be considered as opposed to the ad- 
mission of Michigan, but I am unwilling’ she 
should. be admitted illegally or unconstitutionally. 
During the last session of Congress, I opposed’ 
the bill for the admission ; because, after confirm- 


“ing her Constitution, it prescribed terms different. 


from the provisions of that. Constitution; and be- 
cause it did not accomplish that which it professed 
to do, the settlement of the boundary line between 
the States of Ohio and Michigan, but left still open 
that. controversy; and because I believed it was 
then pressed from other considerations than the des 
sire to benefit the State of Michigan. I have now 
other and additional reasons. My objections are 
to the manner in which she is proposed to be ad- 
mitted; because the people of Michigan have not 
given their assent to the act of Congress of the 15th 
June, 1836, admitting her into the Union; and be- 
cause her admission is predicated upon revolution- 
ary principles. 

By the act of last session it is made a “ frnda- 
mental condition” that the houndaries of the State 
of Michigan, as defined in that act, shall receive 
the assent of a convention of delegates elected by 
the péople of said State, for the sole purpose of giv- 
ing the assent herein reauired; and, as soon as the 
assent herein required shall be given; the President 
of the United States shall announce the same by 
proclamation; and thereupon, and without any fur- 
ther. proceedings on the part of Congress, the ad- 
mission of the said State into the Union, as one of 
the United States of America, shall be considered 
as complete. Let us examine how far these condi- 
tions have been complied with. ‘The President of 
the United. States, in his message to Congress of 
27th December last, in relation to Michigan, says: 
“Tu November last, I received a communication 
enclosing thé official procecdings of a convention 
assembled at Ann Arbor, in Michigan, on the 96th 
September, 1836, and which (marked A) are here- 
with laid before you.’ It will be seen by these pa- 
pers that the convention therein referred to was 
elceted by the people of Michigan, pursuant to an, 
act. of the State Legislature, passed on the 25th 
July last, in consequence of the above mentioned 
act of. Congress, and that it declined giving is as- 
sent to the fondamental condition prescribed by 
Congress, and rejected thesame.” Thus it appears 
that the President of the United States recognised 
this first convention as legal ‘and constitutional, as 
elected by the: people, pursuant to an act of the 
State Legislature, in consequence of the act of 
Congress; and. that they declined acceding to the 
terms therein prescribed, and passed the following 
resolution: “Resolved, That this convention cannot 
give their assent to the propesition contained in 
said proviso, but the same is hereby rejected? and 
furthor protest against the “condition contained in 
the a of June 15, 1836, as being 


ret of Co 
contrary to the articles of compact contained in the 
ordinance of 1787, and the Constitution of the 
State Government.” 

Thus a convention, regularly organized under 
the law of the State, and according to the act of 
Congress, reject the conditions upon which Michi- 
gan is proposed to be admitted into the Union, and 
communicated the facts to the President of the 
United States. 

This was then the determination of the people of 
Michigan, expressed by her delegaies, regularly 
elected under the law of the State, and in pursuance 
of ihe act of Congress. This determination has 


-not heen authoritatively revoked, as far as the facts 


are presented to Congress. Still it is pretended that 
this second convention—or, more properly speaking, 
cauecus—-expresses the opinion . and wishes of the 


-people of Michigan, Let us examine how. far the 
_ facts inthe case support these. pretensions, 


This 
eond convention, without authority, was held on 
a. 6th of December last: It will be. ree 


collected- that the refusal of Michigan to accept 
the ter sed. by: the act of Congress rendered 


the election of the -Vice President if not the Presi- 
cent, uncertain: This. second: convention was 
urged to relieve thatdonbt. A meeting called tò- 


gether without authority, (two whole counties un- 
represented,) undertake to reverse the authorized 
act of the former convention, and after declaring 
“that the Congress of the United States have no 
constitutional right to require the assent afore- 
said, as a condition preliminary to the admission of 
Michigan into the Union,” they “ resolve that the 
assent required in the foregoing recited.act of the 
Congress of the United States is hereby given” 
thus assenting to that which they themselves pro- 
nounce to be unconstitutional. Can any gentleman 


believe that these proceedings were gotten up for . 


other than political purposes? ‘The proceedings of. 
this meeting were also communicated to Congress 
by the President, but he does not recognise it as a 


. convention of the people of the State of X ichigan, 


so as to justify her admission into the Union. But 
he says, in his message, “this latter convention was 
not held or elected by virtue of any act of the Ter- 
ritorial or State Legislature.” But“ had these lat- 
ter proceedings come to me during the recess of 
Congress, I should therefore have felt it my duty, 


on being satisfied that they emanated from a conven- 


tion of delegates elected, in point of fact, by the 
people of the State, for the purpose required, to 
have issued my proclamation thereon, us provided 
by law.” 

I have quoted the President’s language to show 
that he did neé believe that this latter convention was 
elected, m point of fact, by the - eople of the State, 
as required by the act of Caliph because, had he 
so believed, he would have issued his proclamation, 
as required, without referring the matter to Con- 
gress. His proclamation ‚was alone necessary to 
admit Michigan into the Union; and, although it has 
been urged that his respect for Congress induced 


him to submitit to their decision, no man, who knows. 


the President, will believe that consideration tohave 
influenced him in any degree whatever. When has 
he ever shrunk from responsibility, or evinced such 
a respect for Congress as to part with one iota of 
power, when ence within his grasp? Where 
was his respect for Congress when he removed the 
deposites, to prevent his recommendation of the 
measure being almost unanimously rejected? When 
has he ever evinced any regard for their opinions? 
Has he not, on all occasions, exercised whatever 
power may have been placed in his hands, without 
regard to any tribunal? And had he believed that 
the latter convention was held by authority, he 
would not have hesitated to issuc his proclamation, 
according 10 the act of Congress, and declare-Mi- 
chiganone of the. United: States. But, sir, the 
Presidential question was, then Settled; the vote of 
Michigan was not necessary to ensure the succes- 
sion, and President Jackson was unwilling to take 
the responsibility without a benefit. 

The crror into which gentlemen have fallen, if 
error it be, is the denominating this second con- 
vention’ a convention of the people of Michigan, 
Whenever illegal and unjustifiable meastres are 
adopted, an cifort is mads to induce a belief that it 
is the will of the people. Bat, in this particular 
case, they hav tthe benefit of that argument, 
beeause it is a ted that pot more than nine 
thousand votes, less than one-third, were given, 
with a population, in 1835, of upwards of eighty- 
seven thousand, and now claimed to exceed tw 
hundred thousand; and this without any act of 
the Territorial or State Legislature. Thus, then, 
we have the proceedings of a regulariy-called con- 
vention, held in pursuance of the act of the Legis. 
lature, rejecting the condition contained in the act 
ef Congress of the 15th of June, 1836; and of a 
subsequent convention, in the language of the Pre- 
sident, “not held or elected by virtue of any act 
of the Territorial or State Legislature,” ageepting 
those conditions, 

It is not contended that Michigan is proposed to 
be admitted in, the usual manner of admitting 
States. . But her admission, from the proceedings, 
is Justified upon revolutionary principles. If any 
doubt existed here upon this subject, it will be only 
necessary.to refer lo the opening speech of the 
chairman of. the. Judiciary Committee, (Mr. Tho- 
mas, of Maryland,) to satisfy them on that point. 
The honorablechairman who reported this bill did 
not attempt to conceal the fact. that those proceed- 
ings were revolutionary; and his whole argument 
was ajustificalion of their principles, in support of 
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“which ke has referred to the manner in which Ar- 
, Tennessee, and other States, have been ad- 
into the Union; to the opinions of distin- 
guished citizens of Virginia; in fine, to all the an- 
: thorities which he could bring to bear on this sab- 
ject, since the formation of aur Government. Sir, 
“the honorable chairman finds no analogy between 
- the cases cited and the present. Those States were 
admitted after the authorized and expressed will of 
the people was ascertained, by their consent, legally 
and constitutionally expressed. How is it with 
Michigan? Her legally, constitutionally authoriz- 
ed convention rejected the terms proposed by the 
‘act of Congress, and the President of the United 
States recognised it as such. She now proposes to 
‘be admitted, by application of a convention 
-got up without authority of law of either Ter- 
ritorial or State Legislature, and which the Pre- 
sident has not recognised as being the expres- 
‘sion of the will of the people; yet my col- 
league finds in those proceedings sufficient to 
justify his doctrines. He does not consider law, 
constitution, or any authorized government, a bar- 
rier to his principles. He sets out with taking cer- 
tain positions, the correctness of some of which had 
never been denied, and of others, which it is only 
necessary to.state to show their absurdity. Hetells 
us that “all power emanates from the people;” that 
“the people have a right to throw off their Govern- 
ment whenever it becomes tyrannical and oppress- 
ive;” that “a majority of the people have a right to 
make a Constitution, and when oppressed, to abo- 
lish the old or set up a new one.” 

Sir, these may be considered as the fundamental 
-principles of all republican Governmenis. Sut 
“when he assumes that no Government, no Con- 
i stitution, is nescssary, because all power emznates 
‘from the peopie t meetings called by unknown, 
‘irresponsible persons, collected together upon the 

spur of the occasion, by inflammatory addresses or 
‘insidious publications, undertake to constitute a 
‘convention to uproot the foundations of go- 
vernment; then his doctrines become those of 
-anarchy and revolution. It will be recollected that 
the honorable chairman commenced the debate, 
and, before any objection was made to the admis- 
‘sion of Michigan, he developed his views, and the 
“grounds npon which he supported her admission, 
-No gentleman who has succeeded him has had the 
temerity to senction them. Ti js true, the gentle- 
“man. from 3 York, (Mr. Vanderpoel,) in re- 
ference to his friend's remarks, says “ he cannot 
endorse, nor € anudiate them.” This, in the 
‘spirit of the present times, is truly nen-committal. 
But all who listened to ray colleague, who had not 
“heard him before upon tnis subject, must have been 
astovished at the latitude of his opinions. He does 
“not recognise any sort of law which may net, at a 
moment, be abrogated-and annulled; and, in the 
language of the anarchists, bases his position upon 
“tae righiscf the people. None could doubt the ob- 
ject of his rem They were intended to cover and 
to jusiify past iransactions, the effect of which would 
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be to delude the country as to the position he and 
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ation to recent revolutionary 
although he thought proper to 
ia and ether States for examples to 
; ke migk' have found ample 
nearer home. The honorable chairman 
need not have gone to Virginia for the support of 
‘such doctrines. And here permit me to say that 
he has cone great injustice by calling to his aid the 
names of sone of her distinguished sons who took 
a prominent part in her convention, both before and 
at the time of its organization. They held no such 
doctrines as those advanced by my colleague; they 
would have repudiated them as inconsistent with 
all good government. 

They have not been sanctioned to any considera- 
ble extent except in my colleague’s own State. Ie 
need not have travelled elsewhere for examples of 
disorder and attempts atrevolutione I say it with 
deep humiliation, that Maryland has been the thea- 
tre of revolution and anarchy. 

Tam aware, Mr. Speaker, that the subject under 
consideration is the bill to admit Michigan into the 
Union. Tam also aware that this bill did not take 
the usual course of being referred to the Committee 
‘of the Whole on the state of the Union, because 
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it was decided that the discussion should be confin- 
ed to the question immediately before the Chair. 
And, sit, 1f in following tse honorable chairman 
who opened this debate by promulging the princi- 
ples upon which Michigan is to be admitted, I show 
that the practical results of such measures, if car- 
ried into effect, will be the prostration of constitu- 
tional government, and the substitution of revolu- 
tion and anarchy, if not despotism, I trust 1 shall 
not be viewed as transgressing beyond the limits of 
parliamentary rules. 

This is not the first occasion upon which my col- 
league has advanced those or similar opinions; this 
is not the first time he has denounced constitutional 
Government; nor is ‘it the first time that he has 
raised his voice in favor of revolution! . During the 


last session of Congress, not satisfied with express-- 


ing his opinion in favor of republican Government, 
he thought proper to denounce, on this floor, the 
Constitution and Legislature of his own State, 
and then to predict that the ensuing: election 
would purge her of her tyrannical. oppressors; 
“that the republicans, the democratic repub- 
licans of Maryland were in motion, roused 
by the recollection of many wrongs; that -State 
will heave, from the Atlantic to the Alleghanies, 
to throw off that incubus which has long weighed 
upon her heart!” Sir, the means by which this 
was to be accomplished, and which were resorted 
to, within the last six or eight months, in Mary- 
land, should admonish this House and the country 
of the danger of sanctioning such measures. In 
exposing the conduct of those who, forgetful of the 
high obligations they owed to their Government, 
and reckless of the consequences to their fellow- 
citizens, for political purposes, were willing to sac- 
rifice the bests interests of the State, I do not de- 
sire to do injustice to my colleague, and therefore 
shall confine myself to that which has become 
matter of history, or fairly deducible from facts as 
they existed. 

I feel that the character of Maryland has been at 
stake. I know that a misapprehension has pre- 
vailed, to some extent, throughovt the country, 
with regard to her Government and her people; 
this misapprehension was for a time entertained 
within her borders, and it has been the policy of 
those who produced it to continue it. It is too true 
that a dark cloud for a while hung upon her hori- 
zon; that she had within her limits men whose 
want of principle would have led them to the per- 
pretation of any aci, for personal or political pre- 
ferment; whose every nerve was strained to bring 
her constitution and laws into disrepute, to ren- 
der her citizens dissatisfied with their Gəvern- 
ment, and to piunge the State into anarchy and 
revolution. 

But Maryland stands redeemed—redeemed by 
the virtue of her people, and the energy of her Go- 
vernment! 

I hope I may be indulged on this occasion 
(althongh it might have been mere proper else- 
where) in defending my native State from the oblo- 
quy which has been attempted to be heaped on her 
constitution, her Legislature, and her people. I 
know that an impression has been attempted to he 
made, that such was the aristocracy of her consti- 
tution, and the tyranny of her Executive and Le- 
gislature in the administration of the Government, 
that the. people were oppressed and their wishes 
disregarded; and this coming, too, from some of 
her own native citizens. The people have never 
“desired an alteration in her constitution, which 
has not been made. The constitution aud laws of 
Maryland, like all other fallible instruments, re- 
quire changes according to time and circumstanees. 
The former is altered or amended by an act of the 
Legislature, (submitted to the people, who annually 
elect their delegates to the popular bravch,) and 
confirmed by the subsequent Legislature. And 
no case can be cited where tbe people have ex- 
pressed a desire at the polls, or otherwise made 
known their wishes for a change, which has not 
been made. But the Legislature is too enlightened, 
too regardful of the rights of the people, to permit 
themselves to be influenced by self-constituted 
conventions or caucuses, without authority of law, 
to subserve the views of political demagogues, 
although they may call themselves the proper 
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exponents of the popular will. 
know and feel that anarchy is 
revolution is net reform, and without Jaw. there 
can be no security. . It is by professing, thatthe 
people desire those changes that .these disorgani- 
-zers endeayor to render their own acts accepiable 
to popular feeling, TO EE 2 
Before we cau properly appreciate the motives 
of the originators of the intended revolation in 
Maryland, it will be. necessary to understand the 
origin, the progress, and the 
ments. : 
A reform in the constitution was the ostensible 
object; the real one, a political ascendancy Jn the 
State. It was intended. to give the vote of Mary- 
land to Mr. Van Buren and Mr. R. M. J ohnson, 
and_ thereby ensure for. themselves places of high 
preferment. The means by which this-was to be 
accomplished will show their total disregard of 
honorable engagements, and a treacherous aban- 
donment of their own friends, . 

` A reform in the constitution of Maryland had 
been, at repeated sessions of her Legislature, a sub- 
ject of consideration; and, in fact, during the last 
session, a bill had passed making some changes 
approximating” more nearly to the wishes of the 
larger counties, and a spirit was evinced 16 varry it 
much further. Various propositions had hereto- 


Sir, the. people 


fore been made to give a more numerous represen= 
tation to the more populous counties;. but: no di- 
gested plan had ever been agreed on by themselves, 


much less to have a representation according to 
d 
Mi 


population, The peculiar situation of Maryland, 
having a large commercial city, so disproportioned 
in her population ta the other parts of the State, 
that but few inte!ligent men, from any secticn of it, 
would advocate a representation according t i 
lation. Many of her voters are wous 
dents; hundreds vote at the election without any 
residence whatever. I speak from a knowledge of 
the fact, that many of the most respectable citizens 
of the smallzr counties are, and always have been, 
willing and anxious to increase the representation, 
in either branch of the Legislature, from the city 
of Baltimore and the larger counties. 
alterations were not before attempted to be made 
by revolution. It was reserved for the. patriots of 
the present day, to signalize themselves by so ine 
glorions an achievement. 

In 1836 the Jackson party proposed a union with 
their political adversaries, to further the ohyect, 
of reform. This was acceded to by igs 
and both parties in several of the counties ser 
delegates to a conyentiGn which assembled 
city of Baltimore on the 6th of June, 1836. 
convention the counties of Cecil, Harford, Baltimore, 
Frederick, Montgomery, and Washington, apd 
Baltimore city, were represented. The following 

„resolutions were adopted: 

Ist. Resolved, That it be recommended by this 
convention, to the people of the countics and cities 
friendly to a reform of the Constitution of the 
State, lo elect, at the nxt October election, delegates 
faithfully pledged to the people to introduce and 
support a bill to provide for taking the sense of the 
people on the question of reforming the Contittition 
of the State, on the first Monday in May, 1837, and 
in the event of a majority of the peuple declaring 
themselves in favor of such reform, providing i 
the same bill for the calling of a convention for 
that object. ` 

2d. Resolved, That in the bill providing for the 
coll of a convention, the members of the conven- 
tion ought to be distributed equally among the s2- 
veral congressional districts of this State, with the 
exception of the fourth, which being a double con- 
gressional district, ought to have twice the number 
of representatives of any ether district, that the 
members of the convention, should be elected on 
the first Monday in June, 1837, 10 assemble in the 
city of Annapolis on the 4th day of July thereafter, 
to prepare and: present a constitution for the rati- 
fication of the people of Maryland at the following 
October élection. ; ; 

Ambngst honorable then ofall partjes this would 
have been considered binding, and the period 
to which they had referred would have. been 
awaited, ṣo as to have asvertained the wishes of ihe 
people, and to have adopted measures accordingly 
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ment the Septorsber plecti i 
Senate had taken’ place, and it was ascertained 
that twenty-one Whigs and nineteen”in favor of 
Mr. Van Buren had been elected, the arch intriguer 
put in operation his insidious ‘plans; not to reform 
her constitution, but to revolutionize Maryland. ` 
By the Constitution `of the State, the duties of 
electors of the Senate are defined and limited. 


` They. are pointed out in the 15th article of that 


instrument, which ordains: 

“That the said electors of the Senate meet at the 
city of Annapolis, or such other place as shall be 
appointed for convening the Legislature, on the 
third Monday in September, 1781, and on the 
same day in every fifth year for ever thereafter; 
and they, or any twenty-four of them, so met, shall 
proceed to elect, by ballot, either out of their own 
body, or the people at large, fifteen Senators, (nine 
of wham to be residents of the Western, and six 
to be residents of the astern Shore,) men of the 
most wisdom, experience, and virtue, above twenty- 
five years of age, residents of the State above three 
whole years next preceding the cleetion.” 

This very article (which shows the spirit of com- 
promise which formed the Constitution) gives to the 
Eastern Shore six senators out of the fifteen, was to 
represent and protect the minority of the State; and 
without such compromise the Constitution could 
uot have been formed. With their duties thus de- 
fined; most of thera under the: solemn obligation of 
an oath to support the Constitution; all of them 
pledged to the people for a faithful discharge of the 
duties which they had solicited to be entrusted with, 
these nineteen violators of pledged faith, usurping 
powers not given them, have the unparalleled 
effrontery to refuse to go into the electoral college 
and perform their duties, unless the twenty-one 
electors will pledge themselves to violate their ho- 
nor and their oaths, by bargaining away the rights 
of their constituents. 

Mr. Speaker, E do not desire to reflect on those 
electors, who are not here to protect and answer 
for themselves; nor do I consider them responsible 
for the iniquity of their acts. With but few excep- 
tions, they knew not what they did. They were 
not capable of originating or carrying ont those 
revolutionary objects. No, sir; they were not men 
for such a crisis. The honor or the renown of ori- 
ginating and enacting the traitorous deed is justly 
due to others in another sphere. Who those men 
are, who should be held responsible for this at- 
tempt at treason against their native State, and 
who “ with the will lo do, and not the heart to 
dare,” after the facts which I shall develope, I 
leave to this Hfouse and the country to determine. 

Sir, the first meeting which took place after the 
September elections, to instruct the electors to vio- 
late their solemn duty, was held in the county of 
Frederick, the county and district which my col- 
Jeague, the chairman of the Judiciary Commitice 
(Mr. Thomas) represents upon this flour. I wish 
it to be distinctly understood that I am not about to 
give vagne or doubtful rumors, but a recital of 
facts as they occurred; in doing which, if 1 err T 
desire that'my colleagne may correct me. T intend 
not to do injustice; but I feel that it is due to the 
State of Maryland and her people, that they should 
be disabused from the odium attempted to be east 
upon them, and that no laaguage can he too strong 


(confined within parliamentary limits) in reproba- 
tion of such conduct. 

At this meeting in Frederick county, a commit- 
ice of five, Mr. Francis Thomas one of the number 
reported sundry resolutions, amongst which were 
the following: 

“Wuereas, the fifteenth section of the constitu- 
tion declares that NO SENATE CAN BE FORMED, UN- 
LASS TWENTY-FOUR ELECTORS agree to meet for the 
anpointment of the members of which it is to cop- 
SESE: 

“Therefore, Resolved, That ithe Seratoria! Elec- 
tors of this county be instructed fo reg of the 
twenty-one, Whig Electors a pledge that no member of 
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the former Senate, and no member of the Tlouse of | 


Delegates who opposed the bill calling a convention 
af the péople, shall be clected to the next Senate of 


» more. 


the State. 
by the Electoral College. shall 
» trentertain 
the princi- 
ples and epinions heid by, and governing, a.majori- 
ty of the people (295,922) who have elected nine- 
teen Van Buren Electors, and that, in the formation 
of the Senate, there shall be a majority of members 
known to be favorable to such a thorough and 
radica! reform of the Constitution of the State as 
will ensure to all citizens living under it, equal po- 
litical rights avd privileges. f 

“Resolved, That unless the pledges required by the 
preceding resolution are solemnly given, in true 
faith, the two Electors from this county be request- 
ad to refuse to enter into an election of Senators: 
Provided, That the Electors from other counties and 
cities, haying a majority of the while population of 
the State therein, will co-operate with them to de- 
feat the election of a Senate, hostile to a reform in 
the Constitution, to the extent required in the first 
resolution. 

“ Resolved, That our friends in the counties and 
cities that have elected Fan Buren Reform Electors, 
are earnestly invited and recommended to join us 
in these measures, as the only means by which we 
can avoid the fate of being again compelled to sub- 
mit, for five years at least, to the tyranny of a Go- 
vernment, wielded and controlled by a small and 
aristocratic minority of the people of the State.” 

From the foregoing it will be seen that those pa- 
triotic reformers, who had pledged themselves to 
wait until after the October elections, and until the 
Legislature then to be elected shou!d refuse to call 
a conyention for a reform, stiil under a voluntary 
agreement with the whig reformers to wait that re- 
sult, wrest from the people and the Legislature the 
powers of both, and constitute themselves a tribu- 
nal to revolutionize the State, by electing a Fan 
Buren Senale. This was the measure of their re 
form; this was the grcat political manceuvre which 
opened the eyes of the whig reformers to the in- 
trigues by which they had been deceived. Respon- 
sive to this meeting was one held in Cecil county. 
They have since paid the forfeit due to their trea- 
chery. Next was one called in the city of Balti- 
This was held on the Saturday night pre- 
vious to the Monday when, under the constitution, 
the electors were to meet at the city of Annapolis, 
to elect a Senate to serve for five years. 

At that meeting were present nearly all the clee- 
tors then on their way to the seat of Government 
to discharge their duty. My colleague (Mr. Tho- 
mas) was there, and wasexpected to address the 
meeting; it wasone of the largest which had as- 
sembled for several years, called together to instruct 
their Electors to betray the trust reposed in them. 
My colleague was long and londly called for to ad- 
dress the mecting. His fame for revolutionary dis- 

cussion had spread far and near, and the most in- 
tense anxicty was evinced to hear him; but the 
deed had already been done; it was understood that 
seventeen of the nineteen had already pledged 
themselves not to go into the college unless the 
twenty-one would accede to their terms. Doubts 
were expressed whether they would adhere to their 
pledges; the meeting was addressed by several, and 
resolutions approving of the Frederick and Cecil 
proceedings were adopted. I wish I could draw a 
veil over the proceedings of that night. Twas, by 
accident, in the city, and although ray colleague 
froin the upper district did not respond to the reite- 
rated calls made upon him, another of my col- 
leagues did. Then it was | heard, with deep an- 
gush, proclaimed from the hustings, revolution or 
reform, by one from whom F had least expected it. 
The words were greeted and re-echoed by the boys, 
by the mob, and by the conspirators themselves. It 
was in sight of the monument erected to commeme- 
rate the glorions 12th of September, 1814; erected 
to perpetuate the memory of those gallant heroes 
who fell in defence of that country which was now 
threatened to be plunged in civil war. It was in 
sight of the monument erected to the immortal 
Washington. Jt was amidst such recollections as 
those I heard a descendant of one cf the heroes of 
the Revolution—a son of one whose name and deeds 
stand recorded upon the page of history, as being 
identified with the best interests, prosperity, and 
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nat at least eight of the members of the 
_ Senate, to be chòs 


honor of his country—one whose name cannot be 
mentioned at the present day without calling forth 
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we. Dewas fron 
a tin who bore the nanie of Howard that 
the doctrine of revolution or reform was proclaimed. 

It was then I felt the degeneracy of the times, 
It was then Ifelt as if a dark cloud was impending 
over my native State, as if the spirit. of our fathers 
had departed from amongst us. But, sir, no 
more of that. The next day the electors 
proceeded to Annapolis. It was not believed, 
up to that moment, that the nineteen would 
prove recreant. Such was the doubt entertained by 
their aiders and abettors, that my colleague, the 
chairman of the Judiciary Committee, accompa- 
nied them to the seat of Government, and took 
them into his holy keeping. Upon their arrival, 
they refused to go into the electoral college, unless 
upon terms dishonurable to the twenty-one, had 
they acceded to them—not reputable to those who 
proposed them. Had those terms been acceded to, 
at the moment the electors were taking the oath “to 
be faithful, and bear true allegiance to the State of 
Maryland, and to support the Constitution and 
laws thereof,” they held in reserve a pledge to vio- 
late both, and with the 59th article of the Consti- 
tution before them, which provides the manner 
in which alterations shall be nade, in the following 
words: 

“This form of Government, and the declaration 
of rights, and no part thersof, shall be alter- 
ed, changed, or abolished, unless a bill so to 
alter, change, or abolish the same, shall pass the 
General Assembly, and be published at least three 
months before a new election, and shall be con- 
firmed by the General Assembly after a new elec- 
tion of delegates, in the first session after such 
new election. Provided that nothing in this form 
of Government, which relates to the Eastern Shore 
particularly, shall atany time hereafter be altered, 
unless for the alteration and confirmation thereof 
at least two-thirds of all the members of each 
branch of the General Assembly shall concur.” 

They persevere in their revolutionary designs, 
and address a letter, proposing their own terms, to 
the twenty-one Electors. This was met at the 
threshold by the twenty-one, as high-minded, hono- 
rable, faithful public servants ever should meet 
insidious, designing, intriguing efforts to corrupt 
or to intimidate. They refuse to make any terms, 
much less to bargain away the rights of their con- 
Sutments, with faithless, irrespousibie public agents. 

The conspirators then, urged on by their advisers, 
held a meeting. or rather caucus, denominating 
themselves “The Democratic republican members 
of the Electoral College,” Resolved, That this meet- 
ing do now adjourn.” They did adjourn, and quit 
ae posts assigned them without discharging their 
duty; and, feeling that a deep indignation would 
foliow their faithless proceedings, they issue a paper 
calculated to deceive the people, they had so egre- 
giously misrepresentcd, and return to their homes 
elated with their own treachery. 

The twenty-one electors remained at the seat of 
Government, trusting that better counsels would 
prevail, and that the ninetcen recusants would 
come back to their duty. They responded to their 
address ina calm, dignified, and argumentative, 
though firm, bold, and decisive manner, calling up- 
on the people cf Maryland to come to the rescue; 
and here 1 quote from this addr some few pas- 
sages, which may be taken as indicative of the 
whole. ‘They remark that 

“ We.could not suppose that we, who were 
known to be under the most solemn obligation to 
execute a trust faithfully and conscientiously, could 
be approached with a proposition of bargain touch- - 
ing the performance of our duty. We never for a 
moment entertained the idea of trafficking upon 
such a subje; and a proper self-respect, together 
with the palpable obligations of duty, precluded all 
of us from listening to such a proposition, coming 
from any quarter, however respectful in its lan- 
guage; and stiil less could we receive it from any 
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other than a member of the college, duly qualified 
as such. Onr duties were most clearly pointed out . 
by the Constitutien, and we were not only bound 
as good citizens to support it, but our very oath of 
office made it our particular and sacred duty to 
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given as our votes, 
but as those of the people of Maryland. They 
had, by their constitution, laid down the rules, and 
the only rules, which were to govern us; and we 
should have been false to them, and false to our 
oaths, if we had permitted any other to be prescrib- 
ed to us.” 

And conelude with the following admonition: 

“PEOPLE OF MARYLAND, the erisis is an 
awful one—the times are big with the fate of free- 
dom—if the revolutionary spirit, now stalking 
abroad among us, is not promptly subdued by the 
majesty of your power, upon you will rest the 
fearful responsibility of being the first in the coun- 
try of Washington to give to liberty a mortal wound. 
We shallto the last, endeavor faithfully to perform 
our duty to you and to ourselves; we have remain- 
ed patiently at the seat of Government, keeping the 
college open from day to day to the prerent time, 
and here are resolved to continue until all hope is 
Jost of the return of the absent electors. We are 
determined that, if confusion and anarchy and 
ruin are to come upon us, if all the bright hopes 
of the people of Maryland are to be for ever blast- 
ed, and our once fair and happy land is to become 
a scene of desolation and terror, we will have the 
consolation of reflecting, in the mines of our 
afflictions, that we have faithfully performed our 
duty. 

George S. Leigh, 
Bendict I. Heard, 
George Vickers, 
James P. Gale, 

James Kent, 

James A. D. Dalrimple, 
Henry Brawner, 

Wm. D, Merrick, 
Solomon Dickinson, 
George W. Dudley, 
Wiliam Williams, Jr. 

{pronounce those names with great satisfaction. 
They should be transmitted down to the latest pos- 
terity, as faithful public agents. Those gentlemen 
had quit their homes and families, under the ex- 
pectation of returning in afew days; but, by the 
traitorous conduct of their colleagues, had to remain 
at the seat of Government for near two months, 
anxiously and patiently waiting their return to a 
discharge of their duty. 

As soon as it was understood that the nineteen 
had refused to go into the electoral college, and bad 
quit their posts, and called on the people of Mary- 
land, by an address replete with disorganizing prin- 
ciples, to support them in their unholy purposes, 
the alarm was felt; the deep indignation of insulted 
constituents was manifested by meetings called to 
express their opinions upon the momentous crisis. 

In the city of Bal imore, the “supporters of law, 
order, and constitational reform,” expressed their 
opinion in town meeting, and “resolved that they 
were in favor of reform, and against revolution.” | 

This was followed by a presentment of the grand 
jary of Allegany county, against the conspirators, 
in which they charge them as follows: “ The con- 
duet of those men is without excuse or palliation. 
They intended to secure the triumph of a party; 
and, failing in that, to subvert the Government, and 
endanger the public tranquillity.” "This was signed 
by twenty of the grand jurors, a majority of whom 
Were friends of Mr. Wan Buren. But to their 
honor be itsaid, they loved their more than their 
party, This was the first step taken in the ĝis- 
trict represented by my eoNeague, which struck dis- 
May and terror in the minds of the conspirators. 
Next were held public meetings in the same coun- 
ty, without distinction of party, at ene of which 
presided a gentleman, a warm friend of the present 
cne administration, a man without repreach, 
one who at an early day had quit his native 
Isle to seek an asylum in this land of liberty 
and law. Jt was the venerable, the patriotic Wil- 
liam McMahon, who, disenthralling himself from 
his party, stepped forward to save his adopted 
State from the pollution of her native citizen citizens. 
His feelings are expressed in the following words: 

“ Resolved, That we condemn the conduct of the. 
aforesaid recusant electors who, having soheited: 
and obtained the appointment at tke Rangs of the 
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Andrew Bruce.” 


people, betrayed the trust reposed in them, by base- 
ly and treacherously refusing to attend the electoral 
college, (as enjoined by their positive obligations 
to the Constitution,) with a view to dissolve the 
Government of the State.” ; 

Other meetings were held in different parts of 
my colleague’s district, of similar import, to one of 
which I now call more particularly the attention 
of the House, the proceedings of which I read as 
matter of history; and if the application is made 
more directly to him, I am not responsible, but his 
immediate: constituents. They were his political 
friends; they are in favor of reform; but they, too, 
are against revolution. Ata meeting held at Selby’s 
Port, Allegany county, the following preamble 
and resolutions were adopted, with but three dis- 
senting voices: 

“ Whereas, Francis THOMAS, Esq. our present 
representative in Congress, has taken an active 
part in promoting a change in our State Govern- 
ment, by such means as we believe to be against 
our best interests, as also the interest of the State of 
Maryland; and whereas, from his course in this 
matter, he has given us reason to believe that he 
has no regard to our interest, but that he is Seeking 
self-aggrandizement at the expense of his constitu- 
ents; therefore, 

“ Resolved, That we view him guilty of base in- 
gratitude to the citizens of the State, and especially 
the people of Allegany county. 

“ Resolved, That he has no longer any claim to 
the confidence or respect of the people of Maryland 
or of this congressional district; and that, in our 
opinion, he ought forthwith to resign his seat in 
Congress, that the voters of the district may select 
another to fill the vacancy, who would pay more 
respect to their interests.” 

The result of the September election: was 21 to 
19 in the electoral college. In October the same 
mode of election, except that four delegates were 
elected from each county, instead of two electors. 
The result was 61 whigs; 19 in favor of Van Buren. 
Notwithstanding this indication of the popular will 
‘against the conduct of the conspirators, still they 
were advised to persevere in their refusal to unite 
with their brother eleetors, and elect a Senate. 
Some one or two of them began to relent, and did 
propose to meet the college, but not a sufficient 
number to elect a Senate. The indignation of the 
friends of law and order throughout the State was 
roused. It was too apparent to deceive any one, 
that they did not, as they professed, respect the will 
of the people. Their own political purposes were 
the sole object. An election had been held, and 
turned upon this question ; yet they pertinaciously 
adhered to revolation. Still the twenty-one faith- 
ful, honest, fearless, electors, held to their posts, 
and determined to await the Presidential election 
which was to take place in November. This elec- 
tion was by general ticket in the whole State; thus 
affording an opportunity of testing the very prin- 
ciple the conspirators professed to advocate, to wit: 
that a majority of the people had a right to control, 
and that their expression of opinion was binding 
upon their agents. ‘The result of the November 
election was a larger majority in the whole State in 
favor of the whigs than had ever been given since 
the present political parties came into existence. 
Every county in the State of Maryland, except 
two, gave majorities for the advocates of law and 
order; and each of the three counties represented 
by my colleague (Mr. Thomas) gave majorities 
against his principles. , 

When this result was known, the Presidential 
election over, the State, by an unprecedented ma- 
jority, voting by general ticket, pat the stigma of re- 
probation upon the conduct of the revolutionists, it 
was tohave been expected that the recusant electors 
wonld have joined the college to perform their 
daty, by electing a Senate, and thereby save the 
State from farther anarchy. But they were other- 
wise advised. They were told that no danger 
could ensue ta the State; that if no Sénate were 
elected, the Government would still go on, and, by 
perseverance, their objects would be accomplished. 
And such was the degradation to which they were 


t willing to bring their native State, itwasannounced, 
_ in the offigiat organ of the party in the city of Balti- 
more, that, if they held out, and no Senate was 


————— 
elected, President Jackson would appoint a Governor 
and other officers to preside over the destinies of 
Maryland!!! - Yes, Maryland, one of the old thir- 
teen, was to be stricken from the number of stars 
which adorn the American banner, to return back 
to a Territorial Government, and the President 
of the United States to administer to her people. Is 
there a man within these halls so debased by party 
subservience? Is there a freeman throughout the 
country whose cheek is not suffused with a blush, 
when he hears that this was the remedy for the re- 
volution? Is there any one who now can donbt that 
the object of these revolutionists was other than 
self-aggrandizement? In this state of things, the 
Governor of Maryland, anxiously trusting that the 
result of the repeated elections, expressing the will 
of the people, would have influenced the recusants 
fo return to their duty, finding that they were still 
betraying the delegated trust, and that their aiders 
and advisers were urging them to adhere to their 
faithless pledges, issues his proclamation on the 8th 
November, calling together the Legislature of the 
State, ‘and admonishes the revolutionists to beware 
of the consequences. ‘This proclamation does great 
credit to the mind, as well as energy, of Governor 
Veazy. He felt as if forbearance was no longer a 
virtue. Time had been afforded them to retrace 
their steps: more than two months had elapsed since 
the election, and they still proved recreant. “ The 
crisis was big with the fate of Maryland.” He saw 
the twenty-one faithful agents, true to the people, 
clinging to the constitution of their creation, wiih a 
determination to save it from desecration. He 
comes to their support; and, in the parental lan- 
guage ofa father, advises, persuades, forewarns, 
and then concludes with the following notice: 

“ And I do furthermore declare and proclaim, to 
all whom it doth or may concern, that, as Chief 
Magistrate of the State, I shall exert to the utmost 
all the powers which have been, or may be, vested 
in me by the constitution and laws, and which it 
may become necessary to employ, to curb the spirit 
of anarchy, disorder, and revolution, manifested 
by the aforesaid conduct and proceedings, and to 
support the constitution, and enforce the laws upon 
all offenders against her majesty, who shall pro- 
ceed, by overt acts, either of resistance to the con- 
stituted authorities of the State, or of carrying out or 
consummating the revolutionary designs and purpeses of 
the aforesaid recusants and their abettors; and I do 
hereby require and enjoin all civil officers of the 
State to be vigilant in the performance of their se- 
veral and respective duties at this important crisis ; 
and upon all military officers and citizens to hold 
themselves in readiness, in case their services may 
become necessary in aid of the civil authorities, to 
maintain the public peace, repress disorder, up- 
hold the constitution, or enforce the laws; and, 
finally, with humble supplication for, and reliance 
upon Divine Providence for direction and aid; 
and, also, with the firmest reliance upon the peo- 
ple of the State, to support, and, if necessary, en- 
force the declaration, J do solemnly DECLARE 
AND PROCLAIM that the Constitution of the 
State MUST BE PRESERVED, and the Go- 
vernment maintained, as they now are, until ‘al- 
tered, changed, or abolished,’ in the manner con- 
stitutionally provided for.” : 

Although this proclamation began to alarm, for 
fear of the consequences, yet they did not abandon 
their iniquitous designs, but held another meeting, 
and postponed the contemplated convention until 
the first Monday of January, to assemble in the 
city of Annapolis. The object of that postpone- 
ment is expressed in the following resolution: 

“ Resolved, That the unexpected call on the part 
of the Executive upon the members elect.of the 
House of Delegates, and of the old Senate, to as- 
semble at Annapolis, on Monday next, has ren- 
dered it expedient to postpone the meeting of the Re- 
form Convention to a day when ample opportunity 
shall have been afforded to understand fally the 
reasons which have induced the Executive to adopt 

this extraordinary procedure, and to ascertain the 


results of their deliberation.” . i ; 

I find by the proceedings of this meeting, which 
was held in the city of Baltimore on the 19th No- 
vember jast, that my colleague’s (Mr. Thomas’s) 
name appears amongst those of the committee 
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which draughted those resolutions. also. Eliis con- 
j on. has not met according to adjournmeat. My 
col eaget is pie: ined, knows the true reason, 
‘and Ldesire to know why. ithas not He does not 
wform me why it faited to. meet. -I will endeavor 
‘vo show what has been sarmised 
the. cause, After all efforts had proved una- 
vailing to induce the recusant electors 10 re- 
„turn. to. their: duty; -when all the popular elec- 
tions were. over;. when the proclamation of the 
Gover nor, , which reccived: „universal 
bation frdm the lovers of law and order, was pro- 
mulg ged; when it was adviscd.that, if a Senate were 


not elected by the period of the anmuai assembling 
of the Legislature, the constitution would-be a abro- 


gated and annulled, and that Maryland would be- 
come an appendage to the General Government, 
tae spirit which animated the framers of the Con- 
stitution burst forth throughout the Jand, and incited 
to.action the sons of those sires. It was on the soil 
within sight of this Capitol that the first move was 
made which struck terror in the minds of the con- 
spiraiors.. “A meeting was called in Prince Georges 
county, composed. of the first men of the* State, 
without. distinction of party, tò organize a corps to 
tender. their services to ihe Governor of Mary- 
land. 

“On motion, it was Resolved unanimously, That 
we will, with our lives. and fortunes, support ihe 
existing Government of Maryland against any vio- 
lence that may be attempted; and we tender to the 

‘Executive our services, whenever they may be 
Called for,” 

Here, Mr. Speaker, I cannot per mit the occasion 
to. pass "without doing justice to a friend and pa- 
trioti Nota revolutionary patriot of the present 
day, who would sacrifice his own State to purchase 

_ preferment irom this Government; but one who has 
met the enemies of his country, and risked his life i in 
- her defence; one who has received, by the un 
mous vote of his State, a sword, as a reward for his 
gallant deeds, in one of the most glorious naval vic- 
tories achieved upon the ocean; who, upon the pre- 
sentation of that sword by the Governor of the State, 
returned it to its scabbard with this characteristic 
declaration, ‘that it should never be unsheathed 
until his country was in danger from the assaults of 
her’ enemies.” It was Major John Contee who 
called. that meeting. It was he who propos- 
éd à tender of services, which was nnani- 
: Mously nnited in by his whole command. It was 
then he felt that. the time had arrived for him 
© redeem his pleige. But he little thought, 
when he received that sword, that the period ever 
could arrive when his duty as a soldier, as a citi- 
zen, as aman, would compel him to draw it in de- 
fence of his native State against the unhallowed 
assaults of native citizens. But the crisis had ar- 
rived.. He was the man for such a crisis. From 
that day.the sun of Maryland was above the hori- 
zon; her star held its station amidst the stripes of 
the Union; the impending clouds were dis persed, 
and conspiracy overawed. 

It is with feelings of no ordinary character that I 
refer to those proceedings. But, sir, I do feel an 
honest pride in being the representative of such 
men.‘ Sixteen of the twenty-one electors who, dur- 
ing these trying, exciting times, patiently, firmly, 
nobly, stood by ‘the constitution ‘and the laws, were 
from my ‘Congressional district—-a district imme- 
diately adjoining the’seat.of this General Govern- 
ment, yet far enough to remain uncontaminated by 
the incentives which gave rise to that: intended re- 
volution.’ ‘It is not a little remarkable that those 
justigators of this resistance to. the laws of their 

State should have been amongst the-warmest advo- 
cates of the President's: proclamation and mea- 
sures against South Carolina.-They were then wil- 
ling to carry war and desolation: throughout that 
devoted State, to arm the Goveramént vith power 

to: mareh the soldiery withia her bordefs Jand to des. 
Juge ber fair Jand with civil war. The same. Spirit 
which prompted. them to those measures has itis 
revived-in relation to their own State. 

o Bat, sir, order i is restored; the citizens repose in 
peace, and treason is no more... And when the fu- 
ture historian -shall- male a record of the present 
tires, the names of the twenty-one will be trans- 

i ed to posterity as the noble. protectors of law 


to have been) 


appro- - 


-the Union. 


nothing, have heard r 


and liberty; wane the sa me page will present those ` 
of the recùsants as a beacon to all anarchists. 


Maryland is regenerated. : ; é 1 
Mr. Speaker, I have said much more upon this 
subject than I had intended; but I know it “has not 


been uninteresting to the House, from the unremit- 
ted attention they have bestowed. 


If, ia the dis- 
charge of a duty which J considered imperative, I 


` should have used strong language to express the 


convictions ofvmy mind, PI shall fee! justified in the 
extraordinary circumstances which „prompted it. 
When my own honor or that of my native State is 
at issue, I know no discretion within the limits of 
parliamentary rules: that I have not transgressed 
those has heen evinced by the fact that my remarks 
have not been inter rupted by you. 

The immediate. question before the Chair is the 
bill providing for the admission of Michigan into 
I shall vote against the bill. I believe 
much Jess injury will be done by a delay, than by. 
sanctioning the principles upon which her admis- 
sion is advocated. By a delay until the next ses- 
sion of Congress, an opportunity will be afforded of 

ascertaining the true wishes of the people; of set- 
Uing the irritating controversy between her and the 
State of Ohio; of admitting her upon the terms of 
other States of the Union. But ‘if she comes ia 
now, predicated upon the principles which have 
been promulged upon this floor, this Honse will 
have countenanced measures which, in future 
times, may be taken as a precedent for anarchy. 

[When Mr. Jentrer had concluded, Mr. Tuomas 
again addressed the Howe. After which, Mr. 
Howarp of Maryland rose, but gave way at the re- 
quest of Mr. Jeniper, who said he desired to make 
an explanation. ] 

Mr. J. said ithad been suggested to him since he 
resumed his seal, by his friends, that an interpreta- 
tion had been placed upon his remarks tn relation fo 
his colleague from the city of Baltimore, (Mr. How- 
ard,) which he desired to correct. He said they were 
understood to apply personally and offensively. 
Mr. J. said the general terms upon which he was 
with his colleague, and the gentlemanly deportment 
which had always characterized him, would forbid” 
the application of any remark in an offensive sense; 
but he could not concéal the fact of his deep morti- 
fication at the countenance given to those measures, 
by his colleague, which had brought Maryland to 
the verge of a revolution. When he spoke of the 
degeneracy of the present day, he meant to apply it 
to the principles now advocated, as contrasted with 
thos: which gave birth to our glorious independ- 
ence. He considered this explanation due to his 
colleague, for whom he conid have no unkind feel- 
ing. Mr. J. said, as to his colleague from the 
upper district, (Mr. Thomas,) he had no explana- 
ton to make; but iest a misapprehension ‘might 
prevail as to an inquiry wade by his colleague, 
which remaiaed nnenswered, he would take occa- 
sion to notice it, M ne, in referring to a 
meeting in one of the counties of his district, where 
resolutions sual been passed reprobating, in strong 
terms, his Sonnet as iheir representativ 
nouncing the resolutions passed at that meeting as 
calumnions, and the members as unworthy of cre- 
dit, calls upon me to know whether I intend to 
endorse those proceedings or not. Sir, whatever 
may have been my opinion of those men or their 
proceedings, however I may have believed them 
entitled to credit, I certainly now cannot endorse 
them. ‘They are my colleagnue’s immediate consti- 
tuents; they are his political friends; some of whom 
have been his supporters; he, theretore, ought to 
know them better than I do; and if, as he says, 
they have been purchased from their duty, and not 
entitled to credit, being his constituents, I cannot 
endorse for them, and thereby make my self lable 
for irresponsible men. But, sir, I have yet seen 
nothing, to change my opinion 
of the correctness of their position. 
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the Surplus Revenue.. - 7 


Mr. SHEPARD said the petition wassi ‘ened b: 
y Very respect 
ahie individuals j in the distri ici which he had ithe by very a Ee ree 


e, after de- | 


ent, and he was 
pal titioners (s: zil 


s desirous of adiing his testimony to theirs. The 
.) approve o. the depozite bill of the last 
sinilar measure. 
se that until 1842, when the tarif will come before 
ment, ther. can le no beiter disposuion of 
sin the Treasury than to pat itin the 

Mr 5. said he had been astonished at 


session, xed pray Congress to re-enact a 


T apolar with the people. He trust. 
would fail, and that there would be suf- 
i t with the people not to sacrifice their real, 
substantial imer ə mers pariy clamor. Individually, pe- 
lieving an annual distribntion of the surplus revenue, for seve 
ral years to cone, the only possible mode of hecking’ the down: 
ward path of thi s Gover ment, be would proceed to state to the 
House hi t boliet 

Jo not ard the plan of distributing the pub- 
lic funds as merely placing so mush money he possession of 
the Staies if that were the liuit of its ben sit would be a 
matterof mivorimportantce.  Tregard it as a polies pregnant 
with the most Jasting and extensive political consequences, Tt 
is a fact apparent to every. body, and one which all admit, but 
the most obdarate pslidical hacks, that the public mindis now, 
and has for years been, in a state of dangerous and unhealthy 
excitement. Tirough the stimulants which are daily end 
hourly applied to the peopie by a most inflammatory public 

¢ official documents, made with no view of eluci- 
uth, but merely to flatter and jole the community, 
ng from one exel:ement to a: orner, until the voice 
303S and truth will be banished from the land as utter- 
th the aitention of this chivalrous and higshminded peo- 
te, who. act as Wi ivileged by He cazen to commit all 
sorts of follies wit ofr Suributio; u hence it is, whilst 
this nation has advanced with unprecetented rapidity in indi- 
vidualand social improvement, her ‘political condition has be- 
some most degraded aud corrupt. 
at these evils have bean brought upon the country by the 
it administr ration, has frequenily been asserted in the two 
Congress; and the sentiment has bees so often re- 
io he true political m ofthe people, that it re- 
ardihood to donb: its correctuess. To attributing 
to General Jackson exclusively such results, we de. 
grave the mass ofthe community, we he effect for tha 
cause; we do not go io the source ofouy disease; we attribute to 
one man what hus been produced by the folly ‘and indiscretion 
of thousands. Never having heen either the flutterer or the re- 
viler of the present Chief Magistrate, I hope I may be exeused 
bebo Tsay thet he is but the grojecta alga of the present dis- 

tarh d and agitated pool of politics. 
Whence is it that this stue of things should exist? Are the 
? they less capable of 

he thirst for office is 
i the Urited States 
ched by agitation, and by 
: ; I henation be periodically subverted 
from its very foundations, and the wished goal attained by ihe 
boldest or the meanest. ‘The Presidential election is the curse 
of the country: it absorbs and perverts every other considera: 
tion: it engrosses nearly the tusive attention of both Houses 
of Congress, and gives a taleu coloring to every thing. ‘Vo its 
pervading influence is to be attributed nearly every ihing that is 
Vicigus in our system. 

An honorable member from New York (ifr. Cambreleng) 
who occupied a distinguished party stand on this floor, in ex- 
cusing the little progress made during the last session by. his 
political friends 7n reform, asserted that, during the pendency 
of the Presidential election, no syst m of reform could he per: 
fected: anil yet sir, Whon. an hondrable member from Virginia 
} pled a few days agu to nrebe the rottenness of 
is, we “eant the most doleful and pitiable 

he harrihle cruelty on bing the retire- 
i be glad to know 
ihat degrading in- 
s every thing with 
an dy for several years; 
al tari@to the printing 
trase dienibutel by t use, which has 
not heen d and desided with a view tothe Presidential 
election Somuch is this generally the case, rte ee are 

ferela to Gnd out the subject from the discussions of the 
body. 


solver 
quires some h 


h foug wW: 


nentations 
ment of th 

when t 
cubas wh 
itgtouch. Thare 
T have seen no 
of the mosi. pal 


ed to see the deposite bill 
biiish a new era in this 
i eveninally onen the eyes of the people to their 
and substantial interests; i il allure the- mass of the 
commun y from idie and abstract polliieal disquisitiong, which 
are of no use, andinduce them to regard this Government as a 
practical thing, intended Jor some useful purpose, which, 
when it ceases to full s t 
Ti is, moteover, the 3 2 which any thing 
like refor: n stable Wash- 
ington. r since thai saipe ws fraud whi ccess: 
fully played of befe the people ia 1525, ¢ monty called the 
reporton reform, wW e had repetitions of the same farce 
ame eredulous audiences, only under different 
with the characters recast, and the phraseology some- 
ged. Sornetimes it has iieedae the siage in the 
rb of a report an Executive patronage; 
gby ia a Presider message. with a 
amend the Constitution, And yet, 
rations fo remedy dangers which 
eor other of their politi cal ad- 
of the Government have increased and 
ms iney cannot be diminished, whilst 
uses have swelled from about 
2,000,099 in 1836. F every branch of 
ec if there were abili- 
tin‘ the execution of the duties of the 
htbe some excuse for this lavish 
ure: the reverse, however, ig no- 
electioncering is the only merit 


i sse palrie 
e admitted 2 
ent, thg ai 


ty in the desig 
severzi departme: 
predigality of the pu 
toriously the case; Preside 
of your officers, and thelrin Mic y in this department ceases 
to be remarkable, or to attract publica t 

So long as that divinity which hedges Chief Magistrate of 
the. country: ix protected from. the rude as aults of his oppo- 
nents, the delinquency of the subordinates is rnnoticed. The 
Constitution undoubtedly intended the Chief Magistrate for the 
responsible head of the Government; but it never supposed his 
name would. he’ shield behind which overy species of igno rance 
and corru ption could be safely entrenched, Such, howev ex, is 
the operation of this Government, ay ising from the ardor. with 


‘tive and lifeless 


n the contempt and deri 


. 
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which-ene side seeks, aud the other defends, tte Presidential 
chair. ‘The grossest mismanagement is now esrerted to exist 
jn a department indispensabie to the public defence; and yet, 
git, 1ts official head abandons it in the midst of its embarrass. 
ments, not to explain or to justify his conduct, bat to‘heap für- 
ther obligations npon a credulousnation, for his important pub- 
lie services. The inquisitorial powers of this House, which 
were intended to ferret out abuses, and to awaken the attention 


< of the people to the action of the Government, are completely 


neutralized, and perverted by the all-pervading 
Presidential election. Unless a movement here can elevate 
and depress the Presidentia! thermuzneter, it fails upon inatten- 
Taye. 

The successful party momentarily resis from its violence 
when it has placed its favorite in the chair of State, and, repos- 
ing under his laurels, great patience is exhibited until his tran- 
acendent virtues shall rectify.every ab Should the faithful 
‘pe disappoinied, the misfortune is atiributed to the evil eye of 
their opponents, and the same dull round is again run over, of 

aliry excuses and miserable chicane. ~ ? 

Letus, then, by returning annuaily the surplus revenue to 
the people, strip the Federel Government ef its great attraction, 
and lessen its power for evil; let us give to che community some 
inducement to examine and narrow down the expenses of this 
Government to the smallest stim which can possibly serve to 
keep the machine in moti Since its corruptions are incura- 
ble, let us no longer à e the peuple with idle preiects of re- 
form; let us strip the igalof the means of pandering 
to his appetites, an ve him to sobriety. j 

I sincerely helieve some such plan as this is indispensably 
necessary to revive the chil and slumbering cllons of a 
large mass of the people of this country for the Federal Go- 
verament. It isa fact notorious within the sphere of my ob- 
servation, and one which it would be unwise to conceal, that 
there is no. longer that ardent and lively attachment tu the 
Federal Government which once existed; there is a large mass 
of discontent throughout the community—a discontent not to 
be removed by cjaculations of union issuing from the pampered 
slaves of power, but by a fair administration of the Govern- 
ment. No party drill can ‘or ever proscribe the virtue and 
talent ofa communtiy; they will eventussly burst their case- 
ments, and expose the miscrahie cheat which ohscnred them, to 
on of the world. Let not tlemen 
deceive themselves by supposing that this discontentarises from 
the adverse political fortunes of any individual; it is not so, sir. 
Yt arises from the belief chat this Government always has been, 


fluence.of the 


“and always will be, unfairly and partially administered. 


Whether it be tbat our Constitution is one of those uafortanate 
instruments which cannot be correctly construed, or from the 
unimprovable coniitivn of the southern country, the fact is, a 
large portion of the southern people find themselves as they 
were at the Rovolution--a proscribed and a slandered people, 
with a Government alien to them in feeling, and adminis 
tered adversely fo tusir inte a Gover twhieh, wh 
it draws annually fron wn abused and derided population mil- 
lions of money, yet, with a most culpabie and cowardly iia 
becility, exposes that population not only»to the insidious as- 
saukts of an implacable domestic enemy, but likewise to the 
open violence of a foreign foe. ; 

Return back to those who pey the larger part some portion 
of the money not essential to the administration of the. Govern- 
mest, you may go on in your disgusting squabbles for the 
Presidency, the weople will be satisfied with this small ap- 
proach to virtue. 

It Rome be served, and glorious, 
Careless they by whom. 

To. the southern country the distribution of the surplus 
revenue offers the only practicable mode of Cotainiig any share 
whatever in the enorm pubiic money 
which are made at ever From the geo- 
graphical p no ullar cons 
tional opinions, (whicn, being | 
easily abandoned, ) there is but I pont among its populaden 
in those public works which absorb suen vastsums. ‘The west- 
ern parts of New York are indented with harbors made atthe 
expense of the nation; the present. Vice President, although 
embarrassed with as mauy constitutional seruy as fall to the 
lot of most men, has ha’ fortune buckled on h ck, because 
the United States have most pertinaciousiy insisted upon mak 
ing a harbor somewhere near his property. Now, sir, } do not 
complain of tt I rather urge ite jection to a system, 
which, in spite ef al! the individuals to tie 
contrary, has enricl 
expense of the nation 
annually amoug the 
rious work of d 
ment has already 
alone escaped the 
of donbifd adher 
toa permanent d 
States; (for J ez 
administration is prepared to p 
into the difficulties of another tari 

The real objection to a depasit 
with the States, arises from the extreme desire ent 
the S ecretary of the Treasury aod the party, of gi 
counrya better 
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sussion-) 

of the money of the nation 
ined by 


urrency, or, in other words, of erabl 
great Bombasics Furioso to experiment upon the subject of 
god. 


pawer oft 
to suitthe g 
ve Interest enoug 
ĮI believe, however, 
aware (f they were 
ve brought upon the 


honest enough to admit jo) 
country much pecuniary distress, an 
folly bysustaiaing the many ab: 
currency.by which we have beet 
The Bank of the United States 
as a great artery, by means of Wo 
which was constantly accumulating 
through your unequal conn 
among the peopie of t 
this supply, you have dan 
the Jarge cities, and unless t i 
in the remote parts. of the country can hope for nothing bat 
from the overfiawings of their abundance. F bope, sir, 1 can 
mention the namo of the Bank of the United States without 
destroying the composure of those gentlemen who are. usually 
thrown into a sort of paroxysm af patriotic frenzy whenever 


pi R 


that enemy to “life, liberty, or the pursuit of happiness” js 


the 


stempts to improve 
elyan : 
ough its branches operated 
chine money of the nation, 


ul system, was distributed 
ion; you have, however, cur of 
y af the nation ia 
nal distribution, we 


inthe city of New York,’ 


ted an egregious ` 


* travagant adulation of the people, aud 


Yor his conntry, but Lean 


$ 


Ay 


cannot forgive the Bank of the 
down and worshipped the: 


found one institution bold enough to resist, and adroit enou 
to elude ‘the combined attack of vulgar ignorance and de: 
rate malignity. i ` : ` 
I forbear discussing the ohjectic 
hy the office-holders ‘against any 
funds. 
Some take shelter behind your. 


ich 


i have been brought 
pution of the surplus 


w 
strit 


tattered and degraded opsti- 


tution; others are afraid of csreupting the people; and, ani- k 
mated with that Roman virtue so common. at Washington, as ` 


true and sturdy patriots, like ancient Curdas, they plunge into 
the abyss and corrupt themselves. x 

There must bs, for years to come, an immense surplus reve- 
nye—a revenue which tke utmost Ingenuity of the. party has 
been and will be unable entirely to squander. Tho system of, 
internal improvement by the Government is no more, the ne- 
cessities of the times do not require large military appropria- 
tions, the tariff cannot be disturbed withowt great individual 
embarrassment, and bringing upon the mion the charges of 
bad faiti; why, thén, should we hesitate to snatch from the 
irresponsible hands of the pet banks and the public officers 
maney which does not belong to them, and which cannot be 
safely Jeft with them? 

We have heard fer years past, on this floor, the most ex- 
devotion to. their inter- 
ests: lets give a proof of our sincerily in the only way in 
which itean ever be tested. North Carolina has, in common 
with all tie States,adeep interest in this question, Sheds 
now. commencivg a system of internal improvement which 
will entail upon ber vast expenses; whore is she to procure 
the fonds? She has surrendered to the General Government 
table mode of public reve- 
he people of the south to 
n adequate consideration 


, Open iheir eyes to that 


Our institutions are based upen frugaiity, not only in the 
people, but likewise in their cflcere; our legislation bas 
generated an unfortunate state of society, whore the “auri 
saera iames” controls every thing, extinguishes every gene- 
rous and manly feeling, and condemns the hungry seeker after. 
office, as Wellas the trembling placeman, to the humiliating 
confession that he cannot ailord to be independent. ; 

I chore is any one characteristic in the official profligacy 
which now pervailes this ¢ try more alarming than another, 
jt is the univ H pl | want of independence in 
those S 
humbicst porter 
io get, an office 
merit—blind, devoted attachment to an individual. 


to tell hire 

ighted jn mind, ts the 
ex, ofa 
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s recollections af caiitheod and the 
; the other, surrounded by civiliza- 
sce, isa siave from choice, a prostitute 
than Egyptian bondage, for 


what is this thing they call 
the “love of woman??? 


Lex Parliamentaria to u > 
similar to the spirit of patriotism? Not at 11! for it is 
hostile to the mass of the community, based vpor ss 
and leaging iis votarics by the hope ¢ plunder, Ki is a spirit 
that eonfounds in the b sof a few honest who submit 
to its degrading influence all just a imination between right 
and wrong, and proscribss from Its service all those who will 
not tame their vature down to d ty bidding. 4 
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Andsooth, and sxe, and watch all time, and pry into all places, 
‘aud be a living fie, who woul a become 
A mighty thing amongst the mean, and such 
Are parties made of. 
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virte too pure, united to a soul too proud of fillin 
af cansiay i y, of exbibitmg to 
dihe me > &repubiica 
idw avow ii who, whe 


willing tobe he N 
a epinicn oan iuatters of great pati 
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sir, Yetth happened almost daily, end nct ex- 


special W 
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poor human y 
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is return to the poverty and 3 
Jet us remove a te uon which can- 
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for 
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ond Means, with instructions to bring ina 
diihe prayer of. the petitioners; upon re- 
so; T will let the petition go untrammelied 
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a Government as ' 
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: amazement. Perhapsitowes its: poor success to the misfor 


S man. 


stances, 


-cupied four days 


tothe comniitteecand. whatever there may-bevof good Jesuiy 
fran themrmay perhaps sugiee, oe ea es a : 
1 prefer this Course, because, of th4 two propssiiions which 
efofare been submitted to this Honse, I decidedly prefer 

the hill-for d'stributing the proceeds: of the: sales of the pute... 
lands; itis lees objectionable in principle, and gives equal 
tice (o'ail-parts ef the. Unioh, “Phat this most just’ req 
shoul have met so‘mueh hostility, is 10 me. matter of great 
ane, 
of a justly distinguished American states 
ttee of Ways and Meahs. would’ have: it 


of being the offsprir 
Tf tne Comi 


relaptized with some of the cant names of the day, iv hag merit: - 


enough to became even one of the:pets of the. party, es 
To thase gentlemen who are really desirous of wresting from 
this Government its means of bribery and corruption, Fweaid 
suggest the propricty of surrendering individual preference, 
and adopting any measure which can possibly: aid, this, hoiy 
cause, which can elevate the tone of sentivnent and line 
among the people, or can give them juster views of theirtights' 
and their duties; otherwise, the: reign of misrule will be a pers 
petual succession, in defiance of the continual atirring of the 
filth of Washington. > asda A 


THE RIGHT OF SLAVES TO. PETITION, 


' SPEECH OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 


Or MASSACHUSETTS, 
In the House of Representatives, Feb. 9, 1837—On 


the resolutions to censure him for inquiring of 


the Speaker whether a paper, purporting to be 
from slaves, came within the order of the House 
which laid on the table all: petitions relating to 
slavery. ; oe oe a 
[As reported by the Editor of the Boston Daily Advocate.) eT 
Mr. Speaker: I shall endeavor to occupy as-lit- 
tle of the time of this House as possible in what I 
am about to say, and shall forbear to introduce in- 
to my remarks a great deal I had intended to say, 
should I be permitted to speak in my defence. I 
wish to bring back the House to the only question 
really before it, and that is, the question I pro- 
pounded to the Speaker, and which he put to the 


House last Monday, whether a paper, which T.. 


held in my hand, purporting to come from slaves, 
was within the resolution of this House, laying:on. 


the table. all: petitions, resolutions, and papers re-:. 


lating to. the subject of slavery?. On that inquiry. 
no question has been taken by the House. [am | 
anxious that question should be taken by yeas.and 
nays, whether this House, under any .circum~ 
will receive a petition from slaves... s. ;> 

When I made that inquiry, a: member from 
Georgia (Mr. Haynes) said he could not tell. in 


what manner to. meet a proposition of this kind... It... 


might be giving it more importance than it deserved 
tonolice irat all. Well, sir, if it was deserving of 
no attention, why did not. the House vote directly 
on the proposition of the Speaker, yea or nay, 


whether that paper came within the resolution, of - 


the House? Instead of that, the House has:been oc-. 
by the attempts of gentlemen: to 
censure me for doing what I did not attempt to do. 
Now, sir, I did not. present that paper to. the 
House. I knew it was a question that demandee, 
deliberation. . I knew it would. receive deep atten- 
tion from this Honse, from this nation, and. from 
the civilized world.” I was prepared to submit to. 
any decision the House might make upon it, but Å 
was desirous that the. House should take a direct 
vote upon it, and that that vote should remain & 
record for all time. But I was aware that it open- 
ed the whole question. of the condition of slavery 
in this country, and the whole extent of the rights 
and privileges of members of this House, in-the. 
exercise of the liberty of speech. That freedom of: 
spe 
dear. 
Lhave s 
Į cnterte 
answer to 


Of another pertion I cannot say, from. what ; 
een aud heard within these four days, :that 
in that hope. -I say T was aware that the 
; question opened the whole subject of 


ech is, I trust, to one portion of the House, still.» 


the condition of staves, and the’right of speech. ef: 


members of this House” Well, sir, has this quts 
lion been considered? OF len who 
far three days, have: consumed: the: time of. this 
Touse upom- the succession of resolutions of cen- 
sure upon mè t 
saa only, (Mr. French of Kentucky,) who has: 
Aled a judicial station; gave us what be thought a 
sound constitutional. argument, to -show ‘that: this: 
House ought not to teceive petitions from ‘slaves 
under any circumstances." -The argument of “that 
geutieman was able, but if the rejection of the pe~ 
tition depends on that argument, those who vote 


for asking that question, orè gentle- . 


all the gentlemen: Who, 
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-with him, must recut. to: other arguments. to. sus- 
tain their course. What was his argument? It 
was, that if you abolish slavery in the States of 
this Union, by taking away a portion of the repre- 
sentation in slave States, you violate the Constitu- 
: tion. Now, I ask for the chain.of connection be- 
tween the premises and the conclusion. Is that 
- the gentleman’s logic, that if you. abolish slavery 
you take away å portien of the right of representa- 
tion, secured by the Constitution, and therefore the 
slave has no right to petition? - ; 
{Mr. Frencu rose and explained, not-materially 
rying’ the proposition, 
venir. Aras. Pis the gentleman connected his 
premises and conclusion any better than before? 
Suppose, for a moment, that slavery were abolish- 
ed; how would it follow that the slave States would. 
lose any portion of their representation? Would’ 
not the consequence be directly the reverse, and 
increase, instead of diminishing, their representa- 
tion? If slavery were abolished in the States, 
those who are now represented as slaves, would 
form a part of the whole number of free persons, 
and would be-represented as such. But suppose, 
for. argument : sake, that the abolition of slavery 
should reduce the proportional representation of the 
slave States. What hasmy questionto do with the 
abolition of slavery in the States? My question 
was, whether a petition from slaves came within 
the order of the 18th of January, that all memo- 
rials, resolutions, petitions and papers relating, in 
any manner, to slavery or the slave trade, should, 
without being printed or referred, be laid on the 


table, and no further action of the House should 


be had thereon. . The order made. no discrimina- 
tion of: persons, from whom the petitions or papers 
should come. » It included alt petitions—all papers. 
The ‘paper that J held wasa petition—it was a 
popér. It came rigidly within the letter. of the 
order—and what was there to exclude it from its 
spirit? ` It was to be laid on the table without read- 
ing, without printing, without being referred, with- 
out further action upon it by the House. Why 
should it not come under that order? It came 
from slaves? There was nothing in that order ex- 
eludiig petitions from slaves. There is not a word 
in the Constitution of the United States excluding 
petitions from slaves. Suppose the abolition of 
slavery should reduce the representation of the 
slave States? does that prove that without the aboli- 
‘tionof slavery, the slave shall not be permitted to 
ery for mercy? to plead for pardon? to utter the 
shriek of perishing nature for relief? The gentle- 
man argued upon a question entirely diffe: ent from 
that put by the Speaker to the House, and which 
J yet hope ihe. House. will answer, whether, un- 
der any circumstances, they will receive a peti- 
tion from slaves? : 

I beg leave to explain my views of the argument 
onthe right of petition, One of my colleagues 
(Mr. Cashing) has justly said, that the right of po- 
tition isnot a right derived from the Constitution, 
but a pre-existing right of man, secured by a di- 
rect prohibition in the Constitution to Congress to 
pass any law to impair or abridge it. Sir, the 
framers of the Constitution would have repudiated 
the idea, that they were giving to the people the 
right of petition. No, sir. That right God gave 
tothe whole human race, when he made them 
menthe right of prayer, by asking a favor of 
another... My doctrine is, that this right belongs 

that the right of petition is the right 


to humanit } 
of prayer, not “depending on the condition of the 
any 


petitioner; antt ‘say, if you--attempt to` fix 
limit to it, you day. the foundation for restriction 10 
any extent that. the madness of party spirit may 
carry it. This.is my belief, and if: the House de- 
cide that the paper I have described comes within. 


the resolution, I will present ityand in’ so doing, . 


shall feel that I am performing a solemn duty. 
What, sir, place the right of petition onthe cha- 
racter and conditien of the petitioner, of base. it 
. upon.a mere political privilege? Such a decision: 


would present this country to all the civilized world: 


as more despotic than the worst of barbarian na 
tions. The Sultan of Turkey cannot walk the 
streets of Constantinople. and refuse to receive a 
penion from the vilest slave, who stands to meet 
im as he passes by. ‘The right of petition contests 


; cause it came from free colored people. 


ters, 


no power. Itadinits the pawer. “It is supplica- 
tion; it is prayer. It is the cry of- distress, asking 
for relief; and, sir, sad will be the day when it is 
entered on the Journal of this House, that we will, 
under no circumstances, receive the petition of 
slaves. When you begin to limit the right, where 
shall itstop? The gentleman on my left (Mr. Pat- 
ton of Va.) objected to another petition, which I 
did present, from women of Fredericksburg, be- 
That was 
giving color to an idea with a vengeance.* But the 
gentleman. went further, and made the objection 
that I had presented a petition from women of infa- 
mous charaeter, prostitutes I think he called them. 

[Mr Parron rose to explain. It was not so. 
When the gentleman presented that petition which 
I knew came from mulattoes in a slave State, I 
meant to confine my objections to petitions of mu- 
lattoes or free negroes in the southern States. I 
meant to rescue the ladies of Fredericksburg from 
the stigma of having signed such a petition. . Sir, no 
lady in Fredericksburg would sign such a petition.] 

Mr. Apams. With respect to the question what 
female is entitled to the character of a lady and 
what not, I should be sorry to enter into a diseus- 
sion here. I have never made it a condition of my 
presenting’a petition here, from females, that they 
should all be ladies, though, sir, F have presented 
petitions for the abolition of slavery in this District, 
from ladies, as eminently entitled to be called such, 
as the highest aristocrats in the land. 
presented these petitions, I have usually said they 
were from women, end that, to my heart, isa dearer 
appellation than ladies. 

But, sir, I recur to my first position—that when 
you establish the doctrine that a slave shall not pe- 
tition because he is a slave, that he shall not be per- 
mitted to raise the cry for mercy, you let in a prin- 
ciple subversive of every foundation of liberty, and 
you cannot tell where it will stop. The next step 
will be that the character and not the claims of pe- 
titions will be the matter to be discussed on this 
floor, and whenever, as in the case of the gentle- 
man from Virginia (Mr. Patton) any member finds 
a name on a petition which belongs to a person 
whom he says he knows to be of bad charaeter, a 
motion will be made not to receive the petition, or 
to return it to the member who offered’ it: The 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Patton) says. he 
knows these women, and that they are infamous. 
How does the gentleman know it? [A laugh.]. 

[Mr. Parron. I did not say that I knew the 
women personally. I knew from others that the 
character of one of them was notoriously bad.] 

Mr. Anams. Iam glad the gentleman now says 
he does not know these women, for if he had: not 
disclaimed that knowledge, I might have asked who 
it was that made these women infamous—whether 
it was those of their own color or their masters. I 
have understood that there are those among the 
colored population of slaveholding States, who 
hear the image of their masters. [Great sensa- 
tion.] 


Mr. Grascocx of Georgia, here went across the 
hall to the seat of Mr. Adams, and amidst cries of 
order, held up to him the petition of the women of 
Fredericksburg, and said, is not that your hand 
writing endorsed “from ladies'of Fredericksburg?” 


Mr. Avams: Mr. Speaker, I did not designate 
them as ladies when I presented the petition: ‘That 
ismy. handwriting, but when I endorsed it and sent 
it to the table, I did not know or suspect that the 
petitioners were colored people. 


Here then is another limitation to the right of 
petition, First itis denied to slaves, then: to free 
persons of color, and then to persons of notorious 
bad character. Now, sir, if yon begin by limiting 
this right as to slaves, you next limit it as to all 
persons of color, and then you go into inquiries as 
to the character of petitioners before you will re- 
ceive petitions. There is but one step more, and 
that is to inquire into the political faith of petition- . 
Rach side will represent their opponents as 
‘being: infamous; and what becomes of the right of 


ia ne of the resolutions proposed to censure Mr. 
Adams for haying attempted to give color to the idea 


that slaves had aright to petition! 


When Ihave 


: petition? Where and how will the right of peti- 


tion exist atall, if you put it on these grounds? 

A gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Robertson) to 
whose candor and generosity on this occasion I 
offer my tribute of thanks, as it contrasts with the 


treatment I experienced from others, though dis- 


approving in the strongest terms the pertinacity of 
zeal which I have so often manifested in behalf of 
this right of petition, is unwilling to pass a vote of 
formal censure upon me, because he sees how 
manifestly incompatible that would be with any 
freedom of speech ih this House. -He says, and 
he is a distinguished lawyer, that there can be no 
right to petition, where there is no power to grant 
the prayer. This is ingenious and plausible; but 


thatgentleman even, whose disapprobation is more’ 


painful to me than would be the formal censure 
of others, might excuse me, if I cannot assent to 
the Correctness of his argument. The want of 
power to grant the prayer of a petition is a very 
sufficient reason for rejecting that prayer, but it 
cannot impair the right of the petitioner to pray. 

The question of power applies to the authority 
to grant the petitioa, but not to the right of the pe- 
titioner to present his petition. ‘The power to grant 
it is often one of the most mooted questions in the 
world. In relation to this very matter of slavery, 
the power to grant the prayer of those who ask 
for its abolition in the District of Columbia, is the 
question that divides this House. Ask the genile- 
men from slaveholding States, in this House, 
whether Congress has that power. Not one of 
them will say they have. 

[Mr. Graves of Kentucky, who was sitting near 
Mr. Adams, and who had declared, in this debate, 
that he. held Congress had that power, reminded 
him of that fact.] 

Mr. Apsms—Yes, one gentleman from Ken- 
tucky has affirmed that Congress has the power to 
abolish slavery in this District, but very few from. 


slaveholding States will say so, and 1 do not know- 


what it may cost that gentleman for having utter- 
ed such an opinion on this floor. Ask two of the 
Representatives from Maine, ask the members from 
Vermont, from Massachusetts, from Rhode Island, 
from Connecticut, from — no, I will not go to New 


Hampshire nor New York, until I see how they ` 


vote on the question before the House. Ask the 
Representatives of none but freemen on this floor, 
and their answer will be that Congress has the 
power. 

The ground of the gentleman from Va. who de- 
nies the right of petition without the power to grant, 
is perfectly consistent with his doctrine that Con- 


gress has no power to abolish slavery in the Dis- 


trict of Columia; but, sir, that is not the opinion 
of this House, and this House is anti-abolition, by 
an overwhelming majority. Iam so myself, but 
upon the-single question of the power of Congress 
to abolish slavery within: the District, there is-a 
great majority of this House in faver of the power. 

The gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Robertson,) 
believes that Congress has no such power, and here 
he denies the right of petition for the exercise of a 
power which Congress does not possess. Well, sir, 
for the sake of the argument I might grant him. his 
premises, and then deny his conclusion. It would 
reduce the right or petition to nothing more than 
the right of the predominant party, for the time be- 
ing, to petition. It would exclude all petitions 
from those who held with a minority in Congress, 
as to the right to exercise any given power, ‘and 
the right of petition would be hedged in until it 
would be reduced to a mere nullity as to its essen- 
tial characteristic, a supplication from one man in 
distress to another, who, he believes, has the power 
to relieve him. I wish it was in- my power 
to illustrate this principle further, without taking 
up more of the time of the House than [ intend 
to do, but I forbear. This, sir, is the ground of my 
doctrine—that the right of petition cannot be limit- 
ed, by any act of this House, so as to deny the right 
to supplicate to the slave. f 

In the course of the argument on the right of peti- 
tion, I should say debate, sir, dyring three days, the 
real question before the House has been changed 
to an.almost countless series of resolutions, bearing 
down upon me; all intended, directly or indirectly, 
to censure me for asking a question of the Speaker, 
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which he referred to the House, and which the 
House has not yet aus d. Twill not go through 
a detail of all these resoltitions, with which gentle- 
men from the South pounced dows tpon me like 
so many cagles upon a dove. I make no account 
of the cries heard all around, when F asked that 
question, “expel him, expel him!” They are not 
jn the resolutions. The first resolution to censure 
me, came fromthe gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. 
Haynes] That was ict strong enough and was 
followed by one more bitter, fiom the gentleman 
from Sonth Carolina, (Mr. Waddy Thompson. )— 
Even that was thought too mild for my offence, and 
was followed by a modification from the gentleman 
from Alabama, (Mr. Lewis,) which the gentleman 
from South Carolina aécepted. I will ret enume- 
rate the rest, as they were showered npon me in 
quick suecession, all reminding me of the exclama- 


tion of Dame ciiickly: 


“cy! day and night, but these ave biter word 
But in the midst of the cxultation of the gentle- 
men, for they scemed sure of two-thirds of the House 
to carry any thing they chose to propose, I was 
under the necessity of riving, as soon as I could get 
the floor, and asking the gentlemen, before they 
brought me as a culprit to the bar to be censured, 
to amend their resolution, and make it conform to 
the facts, about which they had not thought it 
worth while, in their very great zeal to put me 
down, to inquire aiell. Well, instead of admitting 
their error into which they had run, without a word 
from me to justify it, the gentlemen took advantage 
of my explanation of the nature of the paper pur- 
porting to core from slaves, and pounced upon me 
with another resolution, charging me with the high 
crime and misdemeanor of their own false construc- 
tion of the contents of the paper, which they as- 
sumed to be a petition from slaves for abolition, and 
that IT had permitted the House to believe it was 
true! So Iwas to be gravely censured for gentle- 
men believing what they had no right to believe, 
nor even to infer, and what I had never said one 
word to justify them in believing! Butit was soon 
found that this would not do, and another proposi- 
tion came from the gentleman. from Georgia, which 
answered the purpose no better, and which he was 
obliged to withdraw. There came another resolu- 
tion from the honorable gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Dromgoole,) charging a new crime of most 
alarming import; and that was, that T had “given 
color to an ideal? (Langhter) i will net 
word upon that charge in the indichnent ag 
me, The gentleman from Maine (Mr. Evans) has 
so keenly exposed it to the ridicule it deserves, that 
those who intreduced it cannot desire to hear any 
thing more said upon that subject. 

Sir, there was for once in this House a remark- 
able unanimity between gentlemen found in op- 
position to each other on all other questions. A 
gentleman, whose speeches on this iloor have! 
caused him to be x eded as the mast dey 
friend of this administ: 
son-of South C 
censure. A 
(Mr. Droragovi 


ration 
\ proposed amends 
ment, which t 1 from South Carolina 
accepted at once, and that was to censure me for 
giving color to an idea! Sir, it was in vain that J 
rose, and gave the gentlemen ime sober advice to 
attend a little more to their facts. The moment 1 
attempted to explain, and ser aside all their as- 
sumed facts, whisk! there came another resolutlon 
of censure, charging me with trifling with the 
House, Te was not what I did, but what I did 
not do. 

I did not get wp soon enough, it seems, to show 
these gentlemen the best way to censure me, and 
enable them to correct their resolutions which they 
had brought forward with a zeal and in such 
rapid succession, 


an 


mn 


bw im which, unfortunately for 
them, there was not one word of truth. ; , 
When I say there was not one word of truth in 
the resolutions of the gentlemen from South Caro- 
linn and Alabama, I do not call in question their 
veracity. There are no men in whose veracity I 
would sooner trust my whole life; but I tell them 
that when they undertake to charge a member of 
this House, who never gave theta the slightest 
cause of offence, with crimes that should draw down 


g 


upon him the censure of mhis body, without first 
ascertaining the facis, they bave stepped beyond 
the bor of discretion and propriety; and I will 


li 
give them cne word of advice, that when they draw 
up resclutiuas to censure me, they should frst be 
careful to pay a iile attention to facts, 

{This aliusion brought Mr. Lewis and Mr. 
Tuompson~ both on their feet. Mr. Lewis of Ala- 
bama said that he came into the House in the midst 
of the excitement, and on inquiry was told that the 
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Adams) had 
attempted to present a petition from slaves. He 
took it for granted it was a petition for abolition, 
and it was full two honrs before he understood that 
it was of a different character. Had he known 
the object of the petition, he should not have of- 
fered the resolution. j 

Mr. An: 
planation G 


sf very readily admit the ex- 
ntleman. fe took for granted 
W to be trac. But I do notintend 
the slightest disrespect to the gentlemen. 1 only 
take the oecasion to give them a little advice: the 
advice of an old man to ardent young men, to 
govern their future condact in this House when 
they undertake to censure their colleagues. But I 
want another explanation from the gentleman from 
South Carolina, (Mr. Waddy Thompson,) and I 
want to know if the language I find here reported 
in the Intelligencer as his, isreally the expression. 
of his deliberate opinion ?- 

(Mr. Trompson rose to explain.] 

Mr. Apams I shall want an explanation of an- 
other matter from the gentleman, and he may ex- 
plain both when I have stated it fully. I read 
from the seport of tbat gentleman’s remarks in the 
National Intelligencer : f 

1 Does the gentleman, even in the latitude which 
he gives to the right of petition, think that it in- 
cludes slaves?  Uf-he does uot, he has wilfully vio- 
lated the rales of the Heese, andthe feelings of its 
members.” 

[Mr. Tuomrson was on his legs again to ex- 
plain.} 

i. Apams. I have not done yet. There is 
more of jt to come. He then continued reading : 

“Does that gentleman know that there are laws 
in all the slave States, and here, for the punishment 
of those who excite insurrection? I can tell him 
that there are such things as Grand Juries, and if, 
sir, the juries of this District have, as E doubt not 
they have, proper intelligence and spirit, he may 
vet be made amenable to another tribunal, and we 
may yet see an incendiary brought to condign pun- 
ishment.?” ` y 

[Mr. Wappy Tompson was now permitted to 
explain. THe said he had thought there was not 4 
human being who believed that slaves had a right 
to petition, until he beard with 


{ the 


that happened no 


astonishment that 
centleman avow that he held thatslaves had aright 
t ition. As to the other portion el what the 

vd, at the time the remark was 
ad that the paper the 
Horse to, 
for tae abolition of sla- 
rit as an incendiary act, 
da petten; and any person, 
lawyer, is amenable to the 
a petition Í slaves for 
the abolition of slavery. Had I known the cha- 
racter of the petition, I certainty should not have 
made those remarks. I fake the responsibility, per- 
sonally and direct, of every one of those epithets, 

ition from slaves for the 
apply it to the 


gentieman had. re 
made, he (My. T.) under 


yan 


of the 


gentle 
was a pe 
very, J did ct 


' Mr. Apams. The 


ester 
ca the explana- 
tion of the gentleman 5 
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The above report is known to have Seen writ- 
Ir. Thompson himself, but the last clause 
of the qrotation is not correctly reported. “Phe pre- 
cise language of Mr. Thompson was: “Tt is a Vio- 
lation of the criminal law of this District. W hat 
is the difference between presenting the petitions ol 
slaves to be emancipated, and aiding them to es- 
a gentleman has the cou- 
will present that peti- 
within the 


cape? My life on it, if th 
carry it thus far, and es 
tion—any life on, it, we shall yet see hin 
walls of a penitentiary.’--Reporter. 
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sentiment; there is the printed language 
the gentleman threatened me with indict- 
gand jury of this District, as “a felon 
i wy, for words spoken in this Morse ! 
e gentleman has again avowcd it, and declares 
tition had beon for abolition, and Thad 
presenied it, he would not only have brought me to 
the bar to censurcd by this Honse, or have voted 
to expel me, but he would have invoked upon my 
head the vengeance of the grand jury of this Dis- 
trict! Yes, sir, he would make a member of this 
House, for words spoken in this House, amenahte 
to the grand and petit juries of the District of Co- 
lumbiat Sir, the only answer I make to such a 
threat from that gentleman is to invite him, when 
he returns home to his constituents, to study a little 
the first principles of civil liberty! That gentleman 
appears here the representative of slaveholders; and 
I should like to be informed how many there are of 
such representatives on this floor who endorse that 
sentiment? [I do not,” exclaimed Mr. Unorr- 
woop, of Kentucky. ‘I do not,” was heard from 
several other voices.] Is it to be tolerated, that for 
any thing a member says on this floor, though it 
were blasphemy or treason, he is to be held ac» 
countable and punished by a grand and petit jury 
of this District, and not by this House? If that is 
the doctrine of the slaveholding representatives on 
this floor, let it, in God’s name; go forth, and let 
us see what the people of this nation think ef such 
a sentiment, and of those who make such an 
avowal. 

[Mr. Wiss, of Virginia, rose. Does any man say 
he will endorse that sentiment for the South?) ` 

Mr. Avams. J only say, let those of the South 
who will endorse it, avow it, I want the country 
should know who they are. i : 

[Mr Wiss. I will not endorse jt. If I believed 
that the members of this [louse were amenable in 
any way, as such, to the juries of this District, I 
would.not hold a scat here forone moment. Sir, 
this petty tribunal of the District, to which it is sug- 
gested the people of the United States, in the persons 
of their representatives, are to be held amenable, is 
notoriously under the dictation of the President, and 
is selected by an officer of his appointment; and 
have we not seen the Executive dictating to the Se- 
nate and to this House, and calling upon members 
to purge themselves of contempt ?] i ; 

[Mr. Wanpy Tuoarpson was brought up again. 
He referred, he said, to the laws of South Carolina, 
and by these laws, if any member of the Legisla- 
ture should present a petition from slaves, he would 
be liable to indictment by a grand jury.} 

Mr. Avams. That may do for a southern Le- 
gislature, to help ont the gentleman; and if it is the 
Jaw of South Carolina that the members of her 
Legislature are held amenable to petit and grand. 
juries for words spoken in de : God Almighty 
receive my thanks that Lam not a citizen of South 
Carolin. 


Mr Pickens of South Caro- 
subject. ] 

T cannot yield 
n Great Britain, 
3 1e legislative body 
corresponding to this Efouse, the Commons, cane 
not elect their Speaker without the approbation of 
the King. Suppose, sir, a member of this House 
should propose to send a message to ibe President 
for his appreval of our choice of a Speaker—what 


tion, 
irenily to explain. this 
as, (waving his hand.) 
entleman., St 


‘would pe the opinion of that act by the slavehold- 


ing representatives themselves? Then would be 
the time, if ever, to send the member who should 
make such a proposition, to the grand jury. 

Wel, sir, the first act of the Speaker chosen 
by the British Commons, subject to the approval 
of the King, is to demand of the Kirg freedom 
of speech for the Commons, and the King never 
sends them to the grand juries of Westminster tc 
settle it : l 

} will not take up the time of the House on 
this point, but T cannot express the amazement 
with which such a doctrine, such a threat, will be 
regarded, when it shall go forth in this debate t 
all the non-slaveholding States—amazement tha 
the moment it was uttered it was not instantl; 
rebuked by the Speaker from the Chair! Sir, i 
Lever could bring my mind Jo censure a membe 
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of this House for any language uttered here, I can 
conceive of nothing more deserving it than such a 
real, gross contempt of the House as this. What,’ 
sir! the members of this House, the representa- 
tives of this whole nation, answerable to .a grand: 
jury. of this. District for words spoken. in this 
House! ‘The members from New England, from 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and 
the free western States, amenable to grand juries 
of the, District of Columbia for their acts as repre- 
sentatives! Liable to be tried.as felons and panished 
as incendiaries, for presenting, or “giving color to 
the idea,” that, they may present, petitions not ex- 
actly agreeable to certain ‘gentlemen from the. 
South! Sir, if that is the condition upon which 
we hold our seats here, and exercise our functions 
as the representatives of our constituents, the gen- 
leman from Virginia (Mr. Wise) has anticipated, 
me in what I had to say; and that is, that if grand 
juries, constituted as they will be here, if they are 
to be made the avengers of whatever may be said 
or done in this House, how Jong will it be before 
the gentleman from South Carolina himself (Mr. 
Waddy Thompson) will have to answer before a 
grandi and. petit jury of the District, as an meen- 


diary, for words spoken here against the Executive?* 
And Task him with what firmness or freedom he 


could resist Executive power, if, for every word he ' 
utters, he is to be heid amenable to a grand jury 
selected by the Marshal, an officer appointed <y 
the President? Let that gentleman, let every 
member of this Honse, ask his own beart with 
what, confidence, with what boldness, with what 
freedom, with what firmness, he would give utter- 
ance. to his opinions on this floor, if, for every 
word, for a mere question asked of the Speaker, 
involving a question belonging to human freedom, 
to the rights of man, he was liable to be tried as a 
félon or an incendiary, and sent to the penitentiary! 
And this jury, selected by am officer of the Presi- 
dent, are to be the supreme judges of the sovereign 
American people, in the person of their representa- 
‘tives! Such is the avowed: doctrine of the’ gentle- 
man from South Carolina—such are his notions of 


debate. I might, perhaps, have been willing to 
have had the yeas and nays taken on this resolu- | 
tion to censure tne, without. saying one word, but 
it Was imposible for me to remain silent without 
calling on the House to mark and repel this senti- 
ment avowed by the gentler.an from South Caro- 
lina.‘ Lcould not pass over such a.sentiment ut- 
tered on this floor, and not, as it ought to have 
been, at once put down by the Speaker. 

Sir, I do not know how far the southern gen- 
temen wil). endorse that sentiment. Probably I 
never shall know, What I have said, and more 
tian I bavé tine to say, has been called for by an 
imperative sense of duty, as I regard it, when such 
a threat as, this has been uttered, though by buta 
single member of this House. 

Did the gentleman think he could frighten me 
from my purpose by the threat of a Grand Jury? 
If that was his object, let me tell him he mistook 
his.man. 1 am not to be frightened frora the dis- 
charge of a duty by the indignation of the gentle- 
man from South.Carolina, nor by all the Grand Ju- 
ries in‘the universe.: The. right by which the na- 
tional:representative holds his seat here, is of vital 
importance; and that-it may be understood, I hope 
that this: debate-will go" forth-and be read hy the 
whole: people, and that, among’ other remarkable 
things, tbey: will mark:this threat of the gentleman 
fram South Carolina. .. í 

Birs we have heard much of:the great superiority 
of Anglo-Saxon blood. Ts there'a man living, with 
aidrop-of (hat blood in his veins, who will subscribe 
to this:doctrine of the member from South: Caroli- 

na? Are these the principles of freedom by which 
to segnlate the deliberations of a Legislative As- 
šsembiy? -I ask any member of this House what he: 
thinks would be the issue,.if a member of the Bri- 
tish House. of Commons. should rise in. his place, 
‘and tell another. member thai.for words spoken there 
he should be held., amenable. to a’ Grand J ary of 
 Westminser?... Sir, dt would. be considered tog, ri- 
‘diculona for indignation; it wonld be rec 


be received with, |} 


one universal sheut-cf tavehter, and from thence- 
forth subject the author of such a measure to be 
held up, ey 
“ Sacred to ridicule his whole life long, 
And the sad burden of some merry song.” t 

(Laughter.) Arraigned as I have been, Mr. 
Spiaker, on such a variety ef charges, changing 
their ground in such rapid succession, it. has been 
impossible to make my defence with any system or 
order. All that. I say is unavoidably desultory. 
Whenever my accusers presented the color of an 
idea, before I could fix it, it was gone, and other 
ideas of other colors presented in its stead. The 
gentlemen have performed their parts here like those 
persons known in theatrical companies by the 
name of actors of all work, who assume many 
characters in the same play, and change their dress 
so often, that you never know it-is the same actor 
that comesin, in so many different parts, all so un- 
like. So has it been in the rapid changes of the 
gentlemen, who, in a variety of characters, have 
arraigned me as a criminal to be brought to the 
bar, on the charge of gross contempt, “for giving , 
eolor to an idea?” Tow can FE reply to such a 
charge, or how defend myself against the allega- 
tion of such a crime? Such are the attempts made 
to bring down upon my head the indignation and 
censure of this House; a calamity, sir, which T 
should regard as the heaviest misfortune of a long 
life, checkered as it has been by many and severe 

“vicissitudes. Yes, sir, I avow, that ifa vote of 
censure should pass upon my name, for any act of 
mine in this House, it would be the heaviest.of all 
‘calamities that have ever befallen me. 

Sir, am I guilty, have I ever been guilly.of con- 
tempt to this Ffouse? Have 1 not guarded the honor 
of this House asa cherished sentiment of my heart? 
Have I not respected this House as the Represen- 
talives of the whole people of the whole Union? 
Mave I ever been regardless of the great represen- 
tative principle of the people, here exhibited? Have 
T ever been wanting, as a member of this bedy, in 
a proper esprit du corps? Have I not defended the 
honor of this House on more than one occasion? 
Was I not the first, on a former occasion, to vindi- 
cate members of this House from the charge of 
beingsusceptible to bribery and corruption, a charge 
coming from one to whom the majority were most 
devoted? Have I not defended this House from 
charges from another quarter, to which I wish no 
further to allnde?{ And am I now to be censured 
for doing what Thave not done, or for not doing 
what L did not do, under pretence of a contempt of 
this House, in an act which was done from motives 
of the highest possible respect to this House? for 
never, in any act of my life, did I more consult the 
respect due to this House, than in proposing the 
question T put to the Speaker touching that paper 
from slaves. ` 

Sir, if he be an enemy who shall succeed in 
bringing down upon me, directly or indirectly, the 
censure of this House; I say, if he be my enemy 
-Who votes for this, let him know he has his revenge, 

“his triumph; for a heavier calamity could never 
fall upon me on earth! 

And this brings me to the resolutions before the 
House.* I object to the first resolution, (offered 

{*Mr. Tuompson is a violent opposition member, 
and vehement in his denuciations of the President. 
Reporter.] 

Pope's threat to hiscritics, [Reporter, 

fRefering, it is presumed, to the able defence 
Mr. A. made the last session, against the attacks 
of Mr. Webster on the majority of the House for 
voting the three millions appropriation,- on -the 
French question.. [Reporter. 2 

*The resolutions were as follows: . 

Resolved, That the right-of petition does not be- 
Jong to slaves of this Union; that no petition from 
them can he presented to this House without dero- 
gating from the rights of the slaveholding States, 
rand endangering the integrity of the Union. 

Resolved, That every member who. shall hereaf- 
ter présent.any such petitions to this House, ought 
. to be considered as regardless of the feelings of this 
: House, the nights of the South, and an enemy. to 


esolved, That the. Hon. John Quincey Adams, . 
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` having solemnly disclaimed a dè: 
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by Mr. Patton, of Va.) because it does not meet and 


answer my question. Let the question be put by 
yeas and nays, and I am willing to record my yea, 
that it is the duty of the House to reccive petitions 
from slaves, and I shall regard it as of high import 
to free institutions, if, on full deliberation, the 
House refuse to say that they will receive petitions 
from slaves. The resolution does not say whether 
they will or not. That question, and the only 
question really before the House, is not met. We 
do not know whether it is proper or not to present 
such petitions. But suppose it is not proper. Can 
there be any. offence, before the House have settled 
or considered that question, for a member respect- 
fally to ask whether it be proper? Now, sir, this 
question is not met, and that is my objection to the 
first resolution. 

The second resolution touches neither my ques- 
tion nor me, but pounces on an ideal man. Tisays, 
“every member who shall hereafter present such 
petition” ought to be considered an enemy to the 
Union, &e. What is that, sir, but the same threat, 
‘Indirectly made, which the menber from South 
Carolina (Mr. Waddy Thompson) directly made, of 
Sending the man who should present such a peti 
tion te the Grand Jury of the District of Col 
This resolution declares that the member 


Is this another 
maxim of the slaveholding representatives, touching 
the freedom of speech in this House? Sir, if that 
resolution passes, I will submit to it so far as not to 
present any petitions of slaves, but I-shall consider 
It as a resolution most disgraceful and dishonora- 
What, sir, is. any member of 
this House to be pronounced infamous for offering 
to aid human misery so far ax to present its ery for 
mercy and relief to this House? 

But, sir, not only would such a resolution disho- 
nor this body in the eyes of the whole civilized 
world; it would also limit the rights and the Hber- 
ties of members of this House, so as, in fact, to 
surrender them all. 
pronounce a member infamous who shall hereafter 
present a petition from slaves, you have but one 
step further to take, and that will be easy in the 
rage of the spirit of party—you will declare that 
every man shall be held infamous if he proposes 
any thing displeasing to the majority. 

As to the third resolution, I ask of the justice of 
the House not to go for it. It indirectly does what 
the other resolutions of censure did directly. It 
says that no further proceedings shall be had against 
me, because I have disclaimed disrespect, and dis- 
avowed an intention which no one had the shadow 
of aright to impute tome. What js this but say- 
ing, that if I had not disclaimed and disavowed, T 
should have been censured and punished by an ea 
post facto law? But that having done so, having, 
in fact, pleaded guilty, therefore, out of pure kind- 
ness, they will forgive me! Forgive me, sir, for 
what? For violating the rules of this Honse——for 
contempt of this House? No, sir. Fad I done s0, 
the Speaker should have called me to order, and 
rebuked me on the instant. And suppose, sir, for 
a moment, it was a violation of any rule for me to 
put the question I did to the Speaker, concerning 
that paper, and this is the offence for which I am 
to be forgiven, how stands the case of the Speaker 
himseif, who put that very question to the House? 
I do not see but that, if I am to be indicted by a 
grand jury, the Speaker must be indicted with me, 
for aiding and abetting. I did but ask the question 
of the Speaker. He asked it of the House; and if 
there was contempt or crime in either case, which 
-was the greater ? 

Sir, lam content that this whole debate should 
go forth as ithas been begun in the National Intel- 
ligencer. I am willing that my constituents, the 


_ people of this nation, the world, and all after times, 


gn of doing any 
thing disrespectful to the House in the inquiry he 
made of the Speaker as to the right of petition pur- 
porting to be from slaves, and having avowed his 


: intention not to offer to present the petition, if the ’ 
(House was of opinion that it ought not to be pre-, 
Sented—therefore, all further proceedings as to his 
“conduct pow cease. | 


If, sir, you can get a vote to | 
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should judge of me and my action on this great mo- 
ral question. Aud here I say, that I have not 
done one single thing I would not do again, under 
Hike circumstances—net one thing have I done that 
J have not done under the highest and most solemn 
sense of duty. 

But it is said that T have trifled with the House: 
hat I deny. I have disclaimed, I again disclaim, 
any such intention. No, sir, Ibad a higher pur- 
pese than trifling with this House, and having dis- 
claimed such intention, no man has a right to 
charge me with it. Sir, I never acted under a 
more solemn sense of duty; I never was more se- 
rious in any moment of my life. J take it, there- 
fore, that the last resohition, excusing and forgiv- 
ing me, will not pass. It is founded on a supposi- 
tion of disclaimer and retraction on my part. Sir, 
J renounce all favor from this House on the ground 
of disclaimer or retraction. I have disclaimed 
nothing I have done or said. I have retracted 
nothing. Ihave done my duty, and I should do it 
again, under the same circumstances, if it were to 
be done to-morrow 

Members of this House 


ions. Ts it ï or they who have d 
‘ if, sir, gentlemen who are opposed to these 
petitions bad permitted them to pass to the table 
under the rule, no time would have bee consamed. 
If the Speaker had proraply auswered my ques- 
tion, mo tine would have been consumed in this 
debate. I should never have oecapied half an 
hour on a Monday, in presenting these petitions, 
which I have felt it due to the petitioners genc- 
rally to present singly, had not gentemen risen to 
thwart me in the discharge of my duty. Sir, I pro- 
test against the consumption of the time taken up 
by debates growing out of ebjections made by other 
members being charged to me. T appeal to the 
Tlouse—T appeal to the nati itis net F, but 
those whe object to niy doings in the discharge of 
my duty, who are answerable for this consumption 
of time. 

And now, sir, I have done. Ihave only to add 
that I had hoped the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 
Patton,) seeing that the House could not be bronght 
toa direct censure of me, would have had the 
magnanimity te withdraw his resolution to effect 
that object indirectly. He insists upon having the 
question taken, and the House must decide. 

[The effect of this speech on the House has been 
rarely if ever exceeded by the influence of any 
speech on any assembly. ft was delivered after 
the opponents of Mr. A. had indamed themselves 
ta the highest exacerbation, by most vehement ha- 
vangnes for four days. The speaker hal to ad- 
dress a majority strongly prejudiced against him, 
and eager to seize any tolerable ground of censure 
for his previous course in presenting abolition pe- 
titions. And yet the result of this speech, under 
all these disadvantages was, that but twenty-two 
members could be found to vole even indirectly 
and remotely to censure. All the resolutions were 
Tejecied.] 
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In the House of Representatives, February T, 1837. 

Mr. Speaker: I am reluctant, sir, to throw my- 
self again upon the indulgence of the House. The 
original resolution which 1 submitted upon this sub- 
ject, and which seems so much to have shoeked 
the delicate sensibilities of some gentlemen, was 
dictated by the irrepressible feelings which the con- 
duct of the honorable member from Massachuseits 
was so well calculated to excite. More calm re- 
flection has only served to confirm me in the opi- 
nion that the course which I adopted was that which 
duty demanded; and although I should not be sns- 
tained by a single vote, it would not in the slightest 
degree shake my purpose. No, sir, in this, as in 
every other contest of duty, honor, and right, there 
is consolation, if in nothing else, in the glorious 
sentiment of Henry at Agincourt: “The fewer 
“men the greater share of honor.” Jt is not the first 


time that, in the moment of conflict, I have found 
inyself abandoned by sume of those who had urged 
me Into it. Tam somewhat in the condition of 
Richard befcre the fatal day of Posworth—my al- 
lies dropping eff one by one. Like him, I hope, in 
nothing else. Gentlemen who yesterday reproved 
my flagging zeal, and urged a resolution for the ex- 
pulsion of the member from Massachusetts, to-day 
find my resolution too strong by half. All I desire 
is, the formal and unequivocal expression of the 
House, that to present a petition from slaves is 
unauthorized by the Constitution, a disrespect to 
the House, and a violation of the rights and feel- 
ings ofa portien of its members. I have no per- 
sonal feciings of vengeance against the honorable 
member (Mr. Adams) to gratify, although his ha- 
bitually harassing the House, and irritating con- 
duct on this subject of abolition, have been well cal- 
culated to rouse such feelings. How great have 
been his trespasses during this session upon your 
‘patience and that of the House, is in the know- 
ledge of every member. 

My honorable friend from Virginia (Mr. Ro- 
Dertson) admits that the conduct cf the member 
from Massachusetts was “a wanton wifling with 
the Honse, an unjustifiable torturing of the feel- 
and that the subsequent ex- 
ieman nothing extenuate the 
olienee.” Now, siz, E beg to he informed, if a 
Wanton trifling with the House, and torturing the 
feelings of iis members, is not a disrespect deserving 
censure, what ist 

The honorable member irom Massachusetts (Mr. 
Lincoln) has urged with much zeal and force that 
there was no offence in the question which was 
asked; that there can be no violation of the deco- 
rum of ihe House in asking a question, a question 
which may or rnay not be answered. fs this true, sir? 
No offence ina question? Can greater offence he 
offered than by asking seme ques 
some que not to he asked, a 
them. Fs it no disrespect to ask a member if he is 
not destitute of honor or truth? None whaiever, 
according to the argument, because the question 
may be answered or not. 

Slaves have no right to petition. They are pro- 
perty, not persons; they have no political rights; 
and even their civil rights must be claimed through 
their masters. Having no political rights, Con- 
gress has no power in regard to thera, and there- 
fore no right to receive their petitions. They are 
property, not persons, under the Constifution. 
The Constituuon is the paramount rule of the 
House, and any attempt, however made, to pire- 
sent petitions from them is a violation of that Cen- 
stitution, and a flagrant d'srespect and insult to a 
portion of its members. Does any man dare to 
claim that the Honse, of which I am a member, is 
a tribunal to which appeals from my slaves are to 
be addressed, and in which their denunciations of 
me-are to be received? Thisis a question that 1 wil 
not argue. From the position that slaves have a 
right to petition, to that which shouid assert their 
right to vote, “the step is short and natural.” 
They can have no such right, unless they have po- 
litical rights. If they have, to refuse them aa 
agency in making the laws by which those righis 
are guarded, is to violate the great fundamental 
princip e of our revclution, If they have the right 
to petition, ihe principle must he carried out to that 
extent. I repeat, sir, I wil not argue such a ques- 
tion for any other purpose than to show the enor- 
mity of the act of offering such a petition. * 

The gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Lin- 
cola) objects that the charge is indefinite, intangi- 

le. How, says he, did the member trifle with 
the House? I will tell you, sir. fter presenting 
various abolition petitions, the member (Mr, A.) 
stated that he had a petition from twenty-two 
slaves, and asked if itcame within the resolations 
of the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Iiawes,) 
thus giving io the House an additional reason to 
believe that the prayer of the petition was for the 
abolition of slavery. J ingwired if if was an 
abslition petition, and requested that it might be 
rend. The honorable member from Massachu- 
setts declined lo answer. My friend from Alaba- 
ma (Mr. Lewis) inqnired of the Chair, whether the 
petition did pray for the abolition of slavery. He 
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was informed by the Chair that itdid. ‘Phe hon- 
orable member was silent, and permitted the mis- 
apprehension of the Chair into which he had led 
both you, sir, and the whole House, to remain un- 
corrected, when he alone had it in his power to 
set the House right. One word trom him would 
have sufficed. Fle refused to give that cne word. 
He allowed more than one resolution to be sub- 
mitted and speeches to he made on that supposi- 
tion; and not until he supposed the TIouse suffi- 
ciently embarrassed and entrapped, did he con- 
descend to state what was the nature of the peti- 
tion. fs net this trifing with the Housc? Let 
every member honestly answer the question. But, 
sir, f take broader ground. To present any peti- 
tion, forany object, (and it is perfectly indiferent 
what that object is,) from slaves, is without au- 
thority or right, and an unjustifiahle and insolent 
trifiing with the House. D 

The honcrable member from Kentucky (Mr. 
Graves) has replied to an argument which no one 
has used. I certainly have not. He seems to 
suppose that the act of the honorable member from 
Massachusetts is regarded as offensive, because it 
is caleniated to bring into contempt the resolutions 
of hishonorable colleague, (Mr. Hawes.) [have 
not heard any such ground assumed. | shall cer- 
tainly be one of the last to break a lance in de- 
fence of those resolutions. The same honorable 
member has also argued that it could be no disre- 
spect, as the member from Massachusetts disclaims 
any such intention. Does not every one see this 
would excuse any, the greatest violation of deco- 
rom? A member may ask another if he is not 
guilty of falsehood, and is nota knave, and in his 
defence say he meant no offence; is he to pass with- 
out censure? 

The honorable member is a slaveholder, and re- 
presents slavehol ard op that account T must 
say that I have heard no spec ihis door which 
has grated so harshly on any care À regrekecd it, 
deeply regretted ii, as coming from a slaveholder. 
It concedes, in my judginenf, the most vital prin- 
ciples for which the abolitionists contend. Look 
ai their petitions. They say that slavery is an evil, 
a national sin, and a disgrace. Will these be cured. 
by abolition in this miserable ten miles square? 
Does any man believe that their purposes are con- 
finedto that? You might as well tell me that you 
would set fire to ten feet square ina dry prairie, 
and that you designed expected that it would 
extend no furt} Ni , fanaties as 
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they ave, understand heir game. : that 
tbis is onr weakest point—that 1 their 


strongest show of plausible argament can be made; 
and, like a skilful commander, they £5 ail the 
weakest point of the enemy, as diseases settle upon 
the weakest part of the system, anda more pesti- 
lent disease that this doss not exist, [tis a foul 
and blasting malaria, which is prostrating the jus- 
tice, virine, and independence of a portisn of the 
country. Is there not at isast one member on this 
floor, who last session was opposed lo these wretch- 
es, but who, at the Jast election, w ised to 


iriot, a proud ecca 
noro aseatin t dy, to his sense ci 
t—fo the peace and harmony of the 
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and rig nion. 
They regard ebcliion in the Disirict first 
but de -e step fo abolition in tbe $ o do L. 


So does the whole slaveholding country. ‘The gen- 
tleman concedes them the power nere, and we are 
only tenants at sufferance, at will—and at the will 
of those who we know will strike the blow when- 
ever they dare doit. They are adders fanged and 
coiled, and only do pot strike because they dare 
not. Is this the aid which slayebolders in this 
body give to each other? “ Call ye this backing 
ends? A plague ef such backing, say I” 
nk, Mr. Speaker, I may say that Tam not 
ible for the erratic and discursive course of 
} have endeavored to confine myself 
to the subject before the House, and Lnow reince 
tantly advert to some topics not strictly pertinent, 
but whieh have not been first involved by me. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Lincoln} 
has complained of severe denunciations of his State, 
Not by me, sir. Tam guiltless on this, as en all 
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former occasions. I would not wantonly assail 


the character of any State, and especially of that- 


ancient, enlightened, and renowned Commonwealth. 


But when these vile assassins are exciting our slaves: | 


to'revolt—to murder—infanticide; when their poi- 
sohed shafts are daily aimed at our lives, and, what 
is of infipitely more value, at our characters, when 
I strike back, and gentlemen choose to interpose 
their State to receive the blows aimed at them, they 
must take the consequences.. I shall bate no jot of 
the force of my blows on that account. 

‘The gentleman has given us another eulogy upon 
these. amiable fiends—these most respectable assas- 
sins. Now, sir, allow me to say that I have read 
a work on the subject of slavery, written by a man 
than whom none is more honored at the North, and 


one whom the South, too, once delighted to honor, - 


and. who, I doubt not, is the best of the infamous 
brotherhood; and I venture to say that no book of 
the same number of pages, in any language, con- 
tains libels more foul and false. Asa class, they 


` are fools or knaves, and there is no escape from the 


alternative. If they do not know how worse than 
vain are their efforts, and that they only tend to 
make worse the’condition of those whose friends 
they profess to be, they are entitled to the former— 
if, knowing it, they persist in their vile purposes, 
with no hope of good, but at the risk of tearing down 
the proudest temple which human wisdom has 
reared to human liberty, none will deny their right 
to the latter appellation. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts, as if en- 
tirely’ unconscious of the offensiveness of such 
topics, speaks of the right’ of the people of the 
North to sympathise with human suffering—with 
the oppressed—with those improperly held in 
bondage. Now, sir, what does all this mean when 
translated? It means this: that we of the South 
are oppressors; holding men in bondage so cruel 
and unlawfil as to enlist the sympathies of the 
generous, the warm-hearted people of the North— 
sympathies of which we must be destitute, or we 
would cease from’ such wickedness. Now, sir, 
gentlemen must expect these charges to be repelled. 
Rousseau, I believe it was, regretted that he had not 
been born a Roman. I am thankful and proud 
that. I was born an American, a slayeholder, and 
a South Carolinian. Tregard African slavery, in 
all its bearings, as a blessing—as a blessing to the 
slave himself; and I challenge a denial of the pro- 
position, that nowhere on the earth, in his native 
Jand or anv other, is the African so elevated in 
the scale of being, or in the enjoyment of as much 
comfort--so virtuous, enlightened, or happy as 
those who are slaves in this country. I am satis- 
fied that in no country where domestic slavery does 
not exist, has. the character of man ever been, or 
ever will be, found in its highest development. I 
believe it essential to the maintenance of liberty. 
Where, let me ask, when the liberties and honor 
of this country have been assailed by enemies, 
foreign or domestic, have they flown for refuge? I 
feel that I am treading on delicate ground. Tt 
may be invidious in these times, when the whole 
North is so clamorous about the freedom of speech 
and the press, to remind gentlemen of the sedition 
law;* and when they seem to have taken American 


* Freedom of opinion and of speech, and sympathies with the 
Indian. and Alvican are the three great topics of New agland 
cant of Ube present day. How long has it been thus, vide the 
following extracts from Neal’s History of New England; to say 
nothing of chat glorious act for securing the freedom of opinion 
and the press, the sedition law, which had the united supportof 
New England. 
The New ling 


Holmes received thirty lashes at the whipping-post.—1 
vol. £83. 

Aad Jobn Stone and Joan Hazwell were each find 40 shil- 
lings, or to be wi ad for sh ng hands with bim, and praising 
God for his cour: stancy.—L vol. 283, 

The Government of New England proceeded against the 
Quakers as it had done against the Anabaptists, ‘by fines, im- 
prisonment, anl wining, ant fed proving ineffectual, they 

ath.--t vol. S94 j 
Maty Fisher and Ann Austin, for 


o 
3. 


honor exclusively under their keeping; to remind 
them of the part which their States bore in the late 
war—that second struggle for independence—for 
we should have ceased” to have had the most es- 
sential attributes of a nation if we had not waged 
that war. Northern commerce was assailed, and 
Northern seamen impressed. The North counted the 
cost, and was opposed to war. The national honor 
was assailed, and the rest of the nation counted not 
the cost, but rushed into the conflict, and came out of 
it triumphantly, with the North all the while hang- 
ing upon their skirts. I. know, sir, that there were 
illustrious exceptions. I speak. not of individuals, 
but of the conduct of States. 

When the gentleman, (Mr. Lincoln,) speaks of 
the sympathies of the North for human suffering, 
for the oppressed, and those held in unlawful bond- 
age, I cannot forbear to congratulate him upon the 
return of those feelings—for, if “aught that’s. true 
in history be,” it was not always so. There would 
seem to have been a time when these honorable 
feelings had fied from their land. And even now, 
it seems to be a most modified benevolence, a most 
restricted philanthropy, which demands as indis- 
pensable that their objects should havea red ora 
black skin; for their own colorand race, their hearts 
are as they ever were. How, Mr. Speaker, if it 
should turn out that slavery has been brought up- 
on the country by this most tender-hearted people? 
How, if I shall show that the blackest and the bloodi- 
est pages in the history of thiscountry, or of man, are 
to be found in the treatment of the aborigines by 
New England? That, as long as the slave-trade 
was profitable and tolerated, it had no horrors in 
their sight? That they had no sympathies with the 
poor Indians until they had literally exterminated 
all the tribes, by whom their fathers, fying from 
another land, were kindly and hospitably received 
—ere yet the untutored savage had learned the arts, 
the frauds, the rapacity of the white man, which 
they first taught him?. Now, when they are no 
longer incommoded by the vicinity of the Savage, 
their sympathies are not with their brethren, cir- 
cumstanced as their fathers were. Their philan- 
thropy and their selfish interests are never opposed, 
however there may be such opposition to the inte- 
rests of others. I like not your courtezan turned 
prude, after ability to the vicious has ceased, and 
trust her nothing the more that she claims to be of 
the “mco quid, the rigidly righteous,” and is seen 
at church meetings and christenings, sanctified and 
demure to a proverb. f 

Are gentlemen ignorant that mainly on New 
England rests the responsibility of the great impor- 
tation of slaves to this country? that the colonial 
Legislature of Virginia passed twenty-two acts 
against it? and that it was through the power and 
influence of the New England colonies that the 
trade was not stopped? It was a business in which 
they could turn a penny, and their humanity slept. 
When gentlemen are daily regaling the House with 
their pathetic jeremiads on the herror and atrocity 
of slavery, are they not disturbing the bones of 
their fathers? Are they not guilty of that worst of 
parricide, the murder of a father’s fame? 
think that, if they believed in Spirits, as they once 
did, they would expect the ghosts of their fathers 
to rise up and accuse them. In our own times, let 
me ask, how long has it been since the people of a 
State, now the head quarters of the abolitionists, 
by way of showing their abhorrence of slavery and 
the slave trade, placed the sovereignty of that State 
in another „branch of Congress in the hands of a 
convicted, a notorious (noterious in all the mean- 
ings. of the word) slave-dealer and kidnapper? 

Well, sir, as to the other point on which these 


Mary Clarke, whipped 20 stripes for being a Quaker and 
coming into New England, 1657.—vol. 1, 295. 

Ch, Holder and John Copeland cach received 30 lashes and 9 
weeks’ imptisonment for the same —295, 


Leave passed to cut off the ears of Quaker men, and whip ` 


iha ronen and for boring their tongues wiih hot irens.— 
I0- . 

Holder, Copeland. and Roane, last their ears.—297. 

Several others whipped and imprisoned.—] vol 301. 

Taw toship them.to Barba and Virginia, and sell them as 
slaves.—304. 

Famities ruined by fines.—305. 

Law to put them to death —906~7, 
gee Stevenson and William Robinson, hanged.— 


Ma ry Dyer also hanged.—309, 
Others hanished,—312, 13, 14, 
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philanthropists are most sensitive—the treatment 
of the poor Indians; for their hearts seem to have 
two. subdivisions—one for negroes, the other for 
Indians. Speak of the poor African, they are in 
paroxysms of chavity; of the poor Indian, and their 
philanthropy is almost spasmodic; a most rare be- 
nevolence, which uses as its means murder and ra- 
pine; a charity which does its alms with money: 
rifled from the pockets of others. What think you, 
sir, of Indian chiefs, ay, and women, too, taken 
prisoners in war, and shot or sold as slaves in the 
West Indies? What think you of wars of 
which the historian thus speaks with truly Spar- 
tan brevity—‘‘the whole tribe was extermi- 
nated?” The Narragansetts, Mohegans, Pequods, 
Wampanoags—where are they? _Exterminated! It 
is fitting—there is a beautiful propriety in the sons 
of those who exterminated them, setting up for 
philanthropists! as the exclusive friends of the In- 
dians! What think you, sir, of a civilized and most re- 
ligious soldiery, made up of men who had left their 
native land to indulge here, without restraint, a re- 
ligion of peace, love, and charity, firing into the 
wigwams of squaws and children—enriching their 
sterile soil with the blood of women and children? 
What, sir, of rewards being offered by law for In: 
dian scalps, indifferent (of course, for it could not 
be known) whether torn from the heads of watriors 
or women, of decrepid age or sleeping infancy? We 
of the South, who boast not of our humanity, have 
never gone farther than to offer rewards for the 
scalps of wolves—never for human scalps. The 
heart sickens, and human nature shudders at the 
picture. And from what history, I am asked, are 
these elegant extracts? From the history of the 
immediate descendants of the Pilgrims; and what 
may deemed even a higher honor than that, they 
were thus descended, the ancestors of our present 
philanthropists—as Cornelia boasted more of being 
the mother of the Gracchi than the daughter of 
Scipio. It is no excuse to say that these colonies 
were then subject to Great Britain. The form of 
their government may have been in some particu- 
Jars different, but these were the acts of the colonists 
themselves.* 

I repeat, sir, that I congratulate the gentleman on 
the return of these humane feelings. I would, in 
all deference, recommend his people to beware lest 
the reaction may lead, as reactions are apt to do, 
to extremes. This spirit of philanthropy these good 
people may be unaccustomed to. Let them not 
drink of it too deeply at first. I take no special 
pleasure in these topics, but I am tired, sir, of de- 
fending, and I know of no better way defending 
than to attack. 


_” Extracts from Hutchinson’s History of Massachusetts—ac- 
count of the Pequod war. 

“*The Indians soon climbed to the top of the palisades to avoid 
the fire, and sa exposed themselves to the English bullets; 
others forced their way out of the fort, and if any of them broke 
through the English, the allied Indians were in a ring at some 
distance, so that few, if any, escaped. "There were 60 or 70 
Wigwatns, and it was imagined four ov five hundred Pequoda, 
men, women, and children. Few, if any, escapid.—1 vol, 
page 78. 

“The Indians in alliance with the English (i. e. Coloni ts) 
had taken t n males and eight females; four of the males were 
disposed of, one to each of our Sachems, the rest put to the 
sword. Four of the females were left at the fort—the other four 
carried to Convecticut, where the Indians challenged them as 
their prize; they were sacrificed to end the dispute. 79. Many 
of the captives were sent to Bermudas and sold for slaves. The 
Pequod tribe was wholly extinguished.” 80, 

All these atrocities were perpetrated in the name of God, and 
to do him service. Hear E G. “That it was evident that God 
had chosen New England to plant his people in, and that it 
would be displeasing unto him that his work should be hinder- 
ed.” In the acconnt of the war with the Narragansets thig is 
found: “They began to fire the vigwams— in many of them the 
Indian women‘and children perished.” 298, 

The termination of Philip’s war.—* A great many of the 
chiefs were executed at Boston and Plymouth, and most of the 
rest were sold and shipped off for slaves. to Bermudas, and 
other parts. ”—307. 

‘The hand of the great Philip, a hero and patriot, was cut 
off; and” says the historian, “produced a handsome penny, 
many having a curiosity to see it.” “The ruling passion s:rong 
in war as in death.” F 7 i 

“The Government increased the premium for Indian scalps 
and captives to one bundred pounds. This encouraged John 
Lovewell to raise a company of volunteers to g0 out upon an 
Indian hunting, January Sth, he brought to Boston a captive 
and a scalp.” Going ont a second time, he discovered ten 
Indians round a fire, all asleep; he ordered part cf his com- 
pany to fire, who killed three: the other seven, as they were 
rising up, were sent to rest again by the other part of the com- 
pany. The ten-scalps were brought to Boston.?” 

“Being hi med by the Indians in one of these Indian 
hunts,” the historian says, “this misfortune eiscouraged 
Indian -huntings,” : ; A 
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_, Senate: 


the Hps of 
themselves, and desire that they should 


actual experience, how pleasant it is. 


gentlemen 
realize, by 
If there is 


any thing which is calculated to wound gentlemen, {j 


it is the truth of history which offends, and hot I 
who bave referred to it. 

{Mr Apams inquired whether Mr. Tyompson 
still adhered to the opinions heretofore expressed 
by bim, which follow: 

“Does the gentleman, even in the latitude which he 
gives to the right of petition, think that it includes 
slaves? If he does not, he has wilfully violated 
the ruics of the House and the feelings of its 
members, | Does that gentleman know that thete 
are laws in all tie slave States, and here, for the 
punishment of those who excite insurrection? I 
wan telLhim that there are such things as grand 
juries; and if, siz, the juries of this District have, 
as I doubt not they have, proper intelligence and 
spirit, he mar yet be made amenable to another 
tribunal, and we may yet see an incendiary 
brought tocondign punishment.” 

Mr. T. replied, as to the first: When those re- 
marks were made, I did not believe that there 
could be any man who entertained the opinion 
that slaves have the right of petitioning. The 
gentleman has since avowed that most extraordina- 
ry opinion, He had not, however, done so before 
my remarks were made. An opinion so extraordi- 
nary, that I could not have supposed he entertain- 
ed iton any other authority than his own declara- 
tion. As to the second, I have only to say, that 
when T spoke of the liability of the gentleman to a 
criminal prosecution, I understood (and it was the 
fault of the genleman himself that I so understood 
it) that it was an abolition petition. As it was not, 
the remarks have no applicationto him. [fit had 
been, the expressions used by me were jusl, and 
well deserved; and I repeat the opinion, as broadly 
as it is there expressed, that the presentation of a 
petition for abolition may furnish sufficient evi- 
dence of correspondence and conspiracy with 
slaves to incur the penalties of the laws against 
those who excite insurrection. Not for the act 
done in the House, but for the evidence which the 
act in the House furnishes of a crime committed 
out of the House; a crime perfected before the 
member takes his scat. I find a man in my kitchen 
urging my slaves to sign a petition denouncing me 
as an oppressor and tyrant,and asserting thatslavery 
isa violation of the rights of man and the laws of his 
Creator. What stronger incentive to insurrection? 
‘Would the fact of his being a member of Congress 
give him impunity? Suppose he acknowledges on 
the floor that he had done this with the purpose of 
exciting insurrection; or suppose he does some 
equivalent aet, or uses words which equally estab- 
lish it--may it not be used as evidence? Suppose 
a member voluntarily to acknowledge on the floor 
that he had killed a man—may this not be given in 
evidence? Suppose a member to denounce another 
in debate as a traitor, and to say that he will give 
five hundred dollars to any one who will assassi- 
nate him—the member thus denounced is assasinat- 
ed by a bravo in the rotunda, who demands the re- 
ward—is this act to pass with impunity because the 
guilt of accessary consisted of words spoken in de- 
bate, though not the less clearly the guilt of an ac- 
cessary? What is the object of the provision of 
the Constitution? The great privilege of the free- 
dom of debate? Surely not impunity for crimes. 
Surely nothing could be more revolting than to 
contend that the criminal laws of the land may be 
violated, if dene by a member of Congress in his 
seat. And the denial of my position leads to that. 
The gentlemen puis the case of a member being 
brought before a grand jury for denouncing the 
President. Would the gentleman say that would 
be a violation of any criminal law of the land? 
Unless he can, the case is not parallel, and the gen- 
tleman knows it. If, however, it can answer him 
any purpose, he is perfectly at liberty to pervert my 
argument. 

Tshall coutinne, as T bave done, to denounce 
the many flagrant and atrocious usurpations of 
this Government without fear of criminal pro- 
secutiony and I venture to say, that if the honor- 
able member from Massachusetts regards the cases 

as parallel, no other huraan being does. Butin 


should attempt to screen himself behind his privi- 
leges fiom the pehalties of the criminal laws of the 
land? to interpose the privilege of a member of 
Congress between a felon and the sibbet—a privi- 
lege intended to secure perfect frecdom of thought 
and of speeck, claimed as an immunity for crimes? 
The moral guilt would be the same, and the same, 
I trust, would also be the infamy of the act and the 
penalties of the law. 
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person, or toa 
is shall be ree 


able for cus- 
e any discrimi 
ferent individual 
$ an ihe pubiic revenue 
A NDEN, who had the tloor, having moved the 
ourpmMent yesterday, yielded it to 
Ir. BENTON, who read several extracts, to which he had 
erred ni his speech of yesterday, Having conciaded, he 
stored the tieor 40 
Mr. CRITTENDEN, The opening of Mr. C’s speech was 
in so low atone as te be totally Inaudible to our reporter. As 
svon as he was distinecdy heard, be was observing that the 
Senate had been complained of by the Senator irom Missouri, 
wot only for having been tardy in its approprigtions of money 
for the pubiic service, at its last session, but jor not have ap- 
propriaied enough. The S had voted apprppriatior 
the amount of tiety-cight y ans, but as comy 
asscanty me ant the Chamber h 
fur not haying done much more we Mey. x 
to take his w, and the shave of any other gentleman who 
was tired of ii, in the reproofs of the honorable Senator for an 
open opposition to a portion of this appropriation, and be 
should have considered himself fortunate had he and his 
friends been so far successful as to have defeated them. So far 
from regretting or being ashamed ef the opposition he had 
made to this lavish expenditure of money, he took it to himself 
asa merit;so that if the design of the honorable Senator, in his 
exhortation and reproofs, had been to excite repentance, the 
homily had entirely failed. 

But the more immediate subject before the Senate was the 
Treasury order, which it was proposed by his friend from Ohio 
to rescind, and to this he should endeavor to confine himself. 
The subject had been debated by the Senator from Missouri 
with ali that zeal and ability which usually characterized t 
efforts of that geutleman. Nor had My. C. any dificulty i 
realily excusing even a more than or ry measure of 
in that Seuater oa this occa for he thought, from a v 
of facts, pregnant with eirean dal evidence, that he ce 
very clearly see the true and ¢ ne paternity of the order 
question. He could not but believe that its descent from the 
honorable Scuator might he as correctly tv..ced as could be done 
in any other case of gencalogy. 

On the 22 1 of April Jast, the honorable Senator had submited 
a resolution that trom and after the day of -——— no- 
thing but gold and silver shouid be received in payment for the 
public lands; and that the apprepr committee should report 
a bill to that efect The subject was resumed on the following 
day, and by a vote of the Senate was iaid upon the table. In that 
inglorious repose it had remained by general consent. It was 
permitted tosicep in a silence which amounted to ine most un- 
equivocal candemnation of the measure. This body then did 
condenin, as far as it could in sucha mode, the very thing con- 
tained in this Treasury order; the author of the resoiuiion being 
among the few, the very few advocates who voted in its favor. 
But no sooner had Con aijourned, than, on the Ilih of 


toms, or for the public Jand 
natin in tbe fine 
Or between thet 
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very ready 


pressed its decided opinion in the negative, was wroughtup mio 
tke form of a'f 
lished with sundry arguments directed age 
and in favor of occupants or squatiers, 
which was rejected by Con 
'Trreasury order in July. 

tracing the origin of the order to the 
sooner had the Sonate condemned and re 
instandy taken upinan Executive Dep: 
complete effect as if the sar 
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o could have any difficulty in 
rejected resoiution? No 
ted it, than it was 
iment, and made to 
thing had been done 


possess as e 2 i 
by the very lav which the Senate refused io enact. Mr. ©. 
would wot, on this occasion, allude to anather jon of Exe- 


cunve authority, the circumstances of which very strikingly re- 
sembled the present case; when Congrsss, just before its adjourn- 
ment, had declared the public money to be safe in the Keeping 
ofthe Bank ofthe United State: but had no sooner adjourned 
than that very money avasseized upon by the Executive autho- 
rity, and transferred to the deposite banks. In both cases, the 
cutive authority had been made to supply the place ofthe 
i ative. The eloquent Sena‘or from 
clause of his speech, invoked the senlis 
Now, supposing tbat genius would came 


hiddix nid it prononnce a proceeding like + 
Formit h mat instrument! Were not the membe 


ans of the 
ir constitu- 
to settle such 


the other House competent to decide on qu 
— questions which deeply affected all che 
ad wie? Didi: not belong to Congr 
2 And did not the duy of the Executive consist in 
g iuto effect that which Congress in its wisdom might 
- pur here that which Congress Cisappreved and re 


and of 
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nate having © 


N: 
fused to enact, is immediately carried into tHèct by the bxecu- 
tive, without any other lugisiative authority or san than 
the profound opinions of the Senator from Missoun. rn C. 
objected not only tothe measure itself, bat to the ime and man- 
ner of its enforcement. Even were the thing itself not in viola- 
tion of jaw and the Constitution, still the tine ahd the manner 
in Which it was done were derogatory to the dignity, judgment, 
aml authority of Congress. What was the time which had it 
tervened between the rejection of the réescltition dad the enact 
ment ofthe order? Tiowas the brit “é hetween ihe close of 
Apriland the Hih of July. Whatg change bad occurred 
within that tinie to justify such a measure?) My. C. would, 
therefore, be ia favor of rescinding the order, were it en no other 
ground than that of vindicating the Senate from the disrespect 
fhar seemed to him to have been offered to it by that pro 


twas, thatit mide an unlew he di 
élageds san citizens; 
an equally unjust discrimination berween debtors for 
lie fands and all other debiors to the Government. 
made a personal distinction between crizens of the United 
$ : gold and 
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whieh the land, 
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pardeular spe 
while another less valued 


3 it consistent with equity? With equal rights of An y 
? The public domain was the common property or the 
opié; and how did the resident of Miine, or Ohio, or 
iana become possessed of higher rights in the purchase 
of it than you or I? 
manner of makir 
Constituijon givit 
foung? Nowher 
Bui it had been 


his payments? Where was tho law-or the 
him such a right?’ Where conid it be 


tehat thë discrimination was the same which 
ha ib made by various acts of Congress in favor of actual 
and Ar, ©. wend not comest that fact. But suppose 
conceded that Congress did possess the right, anv! consi- 
dered it good policy to make a discrimination in favor of set 
lers, by yielding them a priority in the purchase of the tracts 
they had cultivate how far would this in advancing the 
gentleman's conclusion? Because Congress had power to do 
this, did it follow that the Executive had power to doit? Who 
ever heard of the Executive setting upa claim of authority to 
fix the price of the pubiic land rhat was equivalent, to 
determing in what species of c the Jand should be paid 
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for? In what sense could y ted asan Bxecutive 
power? was his place to ¢) > Jaws, bat it Lelonged 
to Con tojudge what the law owd be 

Mr. < li lLbeen argued that tae laws au horized the 
receivers at the land offices to receive nothing but gold and sil- 


ver, and that this order only carried the law into effect. Such 
an argument did, indeed, admit the authovity of the Jaw; but 


how did it bear upon the order? If the law required payment . 


m gold and silver for the puole land, how could it be dispensed 
with, as it was, by the order, in regard to citizens residing with: 
in the States wherein the land lay? There was no dispensing 
power confided to the Executive to set aside the Jaw, and no 
discretionary authority to make a difference between citizens 
equal before the law. ‘The public lands were common proper- 
ty, which all had a right to buy on the equal terms presertbed 
by law, and the Secretary of the Treasury bad go more right 
n different males of payment 10 different ci: H 
thanhe had to give more lands to one and less t 
anet for the same money, In this view the onler was alto- 
gether itiegi 

But again: On what 
debtors required to pi ail 
another class in what was deemed by the Government less 
valuable? With accuracy enough for the purposes if the 
present argument, (he revenue may be stated at forty tl Hons 
ofdo one-half paid in the Wess, for the p v af pub. 
jic lands; the other half in the Zest, for du 
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Senate. 


Kind would become expert in availing themselves of every ail 
vantage in conducting it. Bat he hadalso thought that, on this 
side of the mountains, it Would be ts evade the order than 
on the other: for thers wara proviso which admitted a certif. 
cate of deposite in the Treasury ta be received inthe place of 
cash. This, he supposed, would obviate the transportation of 


specie to the West, and. would require it only to-be carried to 
Washington, in which there would be no great difficulty; but 


he had-since nwlersood thata mole had been dev 
more convenient, the intended purch 
onthe Bank ofthe Metropolis. 
draiis at the counter, and the g 
hard m 


ed stil! 
ers would obtain dratts 
They would present these 
uestion was asked, do you want 
ejt Yes—Lwantio buy land. ‘The mat er was easily 
managed, -A certain amount of sliver was put into a little keg, 
and. this was put intoa wheelbarrow and carried across the 
Street to the Treasury, where the requisite certificate was’ 
granted of so, much money deposited ia the Treasury. The 
Kea was then wheeled back to bank, and this had beon repeated 
util it became a raatter of open ridicule among the subalterns 
or the | sury. This lule- barrel had been rolied backward 
ani forward fram the bank to the Treasury and from the Trea. 
sury tothe bank, a distance of nat mote than fifty yards, until; 
necording toa calculation which had been made, it had travel- 
l bout 1,100 miles; and this was the boasted'm allic circula- 
À This process did but exemplify, to a considerable extent, 


tio 

the operation of this Treasury order over the whale country, 
But, aowing for all these evasions, this order undoubtedly has, 
and must continueto occasion large sums of cok! and silver to 
be temporarily withdrawn from general circulation, and -paid 
into the land offices: From these of it is transierred to the 
‘dep ‘site banks—is there subjected to the ordinary banking uses 
anil purposes, and serves to strengthen and fatten these corpo- 
yaitins, lo the prejudice of the general cirenlation, and of those 
ks frome which th: silver has been withdrawn, 
To compensate for , and this derangement of the 
currency, what adequate good has or can be produced by this 
order? Ecannot perceive it-—if appears visionary lone to sup 
pore that it will add a single dollar to the amount of the specie 
© the United States. i 
But, sir, the direct operation of this order has not, 
been more injurions, or, perhaps, so much 90, 28 it 
Consequences in nroducing distrust and alarm, 
gury raises i i 


probably, 
s indirect 
When ths Trea- 
yarm, the Danks are shaken fay and wida. 
golland siiver, made by this ord aided 
by some other causes, readered the banks, to -some extent, un- 
easy, and created apprehensions in the minds of the holders of 
thelr notes. The consequence, was that these holders pressed 
the banks for payment; the banks pressed their debtors, and 
withheld their customary accomadations; and’ thus, sir, de- 
rangement and pressure were more severely and widely extend- 
ed. Such, know, has brea the ease in Kentucky fo a consid- 
erable extent, 

amator from Mie: 


ri had exhibited a table, the results 
be had prowed with a very trimnphant aie, Was 
it extrnordinary ihat the deposite banks shod be strengthen- 
ed? Phe elect of the order went directly to sustain them. 
But it was atthe oxpense of all the other banks of the country. 
Under this order al the specie was collected and carried into 
their vaults,an operation which went to disturb and embarrass 
the general circulation of the country, and to produce that 
wéenniary Aifficulty which was felt inall quarters of the Union. 
Mr. O. did not profess to be campetent to judge how far the 
whole of thi di tress was attribittebie to the operation of the 
Treasury onler, but of this atleast he Was Very stre, thiough 
å great part of. the Western country itwas universally attribut 
ed'to that canse. ‘Tne Senator from Missouri supposed that 
the ‘order had produced no part of this pressure. If not, he 
would ask what ii had produced? Tad it ncr ased the specie 
in the country? Had at increased he specie in actual and 


Teiveuladien? bot bad done uo e © What goad had it 

This, he belle 8 yet undiscovered, So fy as it 
wperatod at all, fe Tad n to derange the surte of the 
iney end to give ita gi on inverse to the 
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wd be like 
te pole; yon might turn jt 
Vas you pleased, bur, left to itself it 
would cdl getleatihe north, Our ereat commercial citi 
were the nf reposity where money centred and sett! 
There it was wanted, and it was more val 
thin if cavricd iso the interior, 
in the Wi 


cuklrather have money prid him for 


then, 
tion cont 


S. and to mave 
D wonidbe beneficial to none, 
Ne. í n the power of the Govern: 
nent to seep it ia a false direction or position. Specie was 
iù exile. whenever it was-forced out of that place where 
business’ called. lor it, „Such an Operation did no real good, 
it was a forced movement, and was soon overcome by the 
natural course of things. a y 


Mr. 


C, was well aware that me 


i nm might. be deluded and 
on this subject, and that, while che delusion lasted 
ry order might be held up before the eves of men 
plendid arrangement in finance; but it was oaly like the 
nacaral rainbow, which owed i's very existence to the mist in 
whieh itchad is beh The mement the atmosphere was 
ed from the view, So it would be 
e oi the country must resume its 
aas well escape fromthe physical 
from the laws which governed 
ve: aud the man who profssed-to: re- 
ense with the one was no greater qnack than: 
same professions with regard to the other, 
id to be the distribution biii which had done al! the 
edy io admit that the manner in 
vvernmenthaid attempted to y that law into ef- 
tin part have fornished the basis for such asupposi- 
Me had no doube that the pecusiaty evils of the country 
hat heen aggravated by the manner in which this had been 
done. On this subject, however, he confessed himself to be-but 
nadeatner. . He had no. doubt. thatthe Government might so 
have distributed the: money as to avoid all injurious consequen- 
and migh: have. so managed the operation thatthe trans- 
ion of these funds, instead of occasioning injury or incon- 
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matter. The. spe 
urs Men mi 


verse or iod 


heowho made 


: him what his love will 


venience, might rather have incseased the prosp. ity of the 
country by falling in with the natural and legitimate course of 
business. ~ But this had been pdssed by, and the Government 
had proceeded, like d porter of drayman, to carry the public 
money from one quarter of the cetintry to the ether. “Thus, 
millions of specie-had been carried froin New York to Ken- 
tucky; but the people of Kentucky would have preferved that 
it should have remained in New York, for there they might 
have disposed of it ata premium of one or two percent. | This 
would have fallen in with the course of business, and have been 
beneficial to the country. But, as it was, the effect was (he re- 
verse, ‘ ; 
But, sir, according to the honorable Senator from Missouri, 
ail the evil which was not the effeetof the distribution law was 
tha effect of a panic, “a little starveting panic no bigger than a 
church mouse;” a pagic which was new over; wh , contemp- 
tible ag it was, had enjoyed the distinguished honor of dying by 
the hand of thai Benator, and meeting its end, like Cæsar, in une 
Capitol. And was thisall the comfort which the gentleman had to 
give under thepressures and distresses of the commercial interest? 
Mr. C. did not presume to set himself up as a competent judge 
of mereantile affairs, There were other gentlemeron that floor 
who fax better understood the interest of that meritorious class 
‘of our fellow-citizons, and who would speak on the subject in 
duetime. But if there was any truth in the represeniations 
universally given, there was an extreme pressure now felt in all 
onr great Cities, from Boston to New Orleans, the effect of 
which was rapidly spreading through the interior, What was 
the cause of this embarra eni? ‘The gentleman said it was 
this little panic. Well but what was the cause of the panic? 
Who made it? Whatcausedit? Wasit not the Treasury or+ 
der? The Senator loved the order well, but rot the panic; and 
all the remedy he could propose wasto tell the sufierer it is but 
a panic, a contemptible liule panic, a petty starveling panic; the 
country is sound, the country is safe. S ', of what invaluable 
use has been that little word? It has furnished its fuli contri- 
bution to the beauty and the force of many a ponderous and 
patriotic argument Of the Senator ‘rom Missouri, “It hag given 
point to many a sentence; it hag helped to round off many a 
sonorous period. Hehas wielded it like seme well-tried and 
favorite weapon, and has displayed great skill in its use. Tt seems 
there have been three great panics, which the gentleman has 
noted like so many eras of the plague. Whatever may be the 
national misfortune, and how loud ever it may call for a 
remedy, when legislative wisdom can furnish none other, it is 
a sufficient remedy to ery panic, panic, Sir, it is a-senatorial 
specific, a ready panacea for all the evilsof the body politic, 
Yes, sir, this isa Your statesmanship goes no farther. Tell 
the people it isa panic, and let them understand that all the 
enemies of Gereral Jackson's administration have united by 
common Consent to get it upand keep it up. A legislator will 
thus feel that he has fally discharged his duty to the country 
and tohie constituenta when he has d voelferated panic, 
panic, Two per cent a month is given for p oney, and it is all 
panic, panic. 

A justification for this illegal Treasury order is further at- 
tempted, by telling us that there are in the country one thou: 
sand banka and that itis the design of this resolution to fasten 
on the country an odious paper system, and to pay for the pub 
lic domain in the rotten and worthless notes of one thousand 
hanks, To this the honorable Senator is opposed. So are we 
all, But he seems to think that all are not opposed to it; and 
he has traced down, from the days of Hamilton, the existence 
of a great and formidable party which hates gold and silver; 
and if I correctly undersiand how I must take my place in this 
division of parties, 1 must be one of those who hate gold and 
silver. Now, permit me to assure the honoraisle Senator that 1 
partake at least so much of mortal mould as that gold and silver 
coin arepat among the objects 
counters” do not jndeed engross affections, but they are 
y tar from bheing odious ta me. No ve ous defence or 
however, would seem'ta he necessary to the strange and 
erated accusation of hating gold-and silver. Has I sup 
, the honorable gentleman intended to apply that accusa- 
tion to his political opponents here, F would suggest to him that 
he would probably do them no disservice if he would please to 
make good his charge, by convincing the public that they have 
no love fov these precious metals, It wonld certainly place 
them instriking contrast with the party of the honorable Sena- 
tor; and what heimputes as a crime, might possibly be regarded 
as a recommendation. The love of gold and silver has somuch 
prevailed as the vice of political parties, and been the cause of 
so much abuse and corruption iv governments, that probably 
the neople of the United States might be tempted to make the 
experiment of administering their Government by a new set of 


S4 


rep! 


hating politicians—the first party ef that description, I think, 
which has yet appeared in the world. But, sir, however this 
may eventuate, T ought, perhaps, to admit, whatever be its merit 
or demerit, that the party ofthe honorable Senator do love gold 
and silver better than their opponents, That party has been 
long Messed with opporumities of manifesting this attachment, 
and it has not neglected them. Fs long and strict monopely of 
the public Treasury, with all its shining | ps, and the manner 
in which it has used that monopoly, sufficiently attest-its afec- 
tion for the precious metais. Indulgence, too may have in- 
creased this passion; for itis exactly one of those cases where 
“inevease of appetite doth grow hy that it feeds on.” 

On the other hand, sir, the opponents of this party have been 
so long excInded from all these opportunities and indulgences, 
that they are supposed, it seems, to have lost the natural taste, 
and. as if in mockery. are denommced as “haters of gold and sil- 
ver.’ I know of no better grounds on which the honorable Se- 
nator can rest his accusation, nor does any reply occur to me 
better suited to its Tudicrons gravity. 

But now, sir, seeing that the honorable Senator is of that par-. 
ty which loves so well the constitutional currency, Jet me ask 
prompt him todo? ‘This Treasury or- 
ley. it seems, is not the ultimate ecope and aim of his attempts, 
What is it he would wish for?- Is it to destroy all banks? Is 
“Ato annihilate the entire paper system. and give us in place of 

itshowers: of gold and showers’ of silver?” Why, sir. if the 
fiat of that genleman could annihilate at a blew all the hank 
; nates in tie country. does he really believe that the business of. 
this community. could be carried on without them? Sir, to at- 
: lempt to transact the nffairs of the American community by a 
medium of gotd and silver coin, would be littie better than 
going back to the-old Spartan expedient of bars of iron. 
., But from what dees:the Senator infer that the party to which 
he is. opposed hate, or at least are opposed to. gold and silver? 


isthe party which advocated the Bank of the United States the 


of my antinathy, These t ragent - 


agents or rulers, taken from thisnewly discovered sect ofmoney- * 


parly which is in love with the paper system? That is his ar- 
gument. But what was oneof the chief grounds on which they 
advocated that bank? Was jt not that its influence went to 
maintain a Aolid currency, convertible into goki and silver? 
Was it not that, by means of its central situation and extensive 
contro!, it would Check excesses of loca! ranks? So far from - 
being opposed to gold and silver, it was the object of that party 
tø keep up a circulation both of hard money and good paper, 
and seéuré to the country the advantages of Both. And now, can 
we atvance an argument in this House on the subject of the 
currency, without coming under some reproach about the Bank 
of the United Siates? You have put down that institution, 
which actually accomplished ali that this order professes. to 
aim at, and now just what we predicted is daily coming to pass. 
State banks are springing up like mushrooms in all parts of the 
country, and that under the patronage of the Goverment, and 
according to its carnest wishes. „And these constitute a part of 
the thousand banks which figure so largely in the speech of the 
honorable Senator. Is not this the very effect which we told 
you would follow the destructien of the Bank of the United 
States? Ifyou are flooded with banks, and the paper of some 
of them is of doubtful credit, is itthe favit of diese who did their 
best to preserve that which would have kept down these spu- 
ious issues? What can be more unjust than to charge us with 
g thiastate of things? But is it not even ludicrous to con- 
trast what has actually happened with the predictions of the 
party opposed to us, and to which the Senator belongs? They 
told us that. the State banks would give ug a beter currency, 
The Executive messages, year after year, gave us the most. so. 
lemn assurances that the State banks would fully supply the 
place of the Bank efthe United States; that no distress wonld be 
the result, but that we should have a better currency. Behold 
the consummation of these prophecies. Do not the prephets 
stand in a position perfectly ludicrous? Are the netes of these 
thousand banks a better currency than the notes of the Bank of 
the United States? . Jf they me, then why not receive them for 
the public lands? Did any man doubt the solvency of the Bank 
j ofthe United States, or the gocdness of ita notes? You destroyed 
that bank. Your better currency is come in the place of it; we 
bring it to your own doors, and you spurn it, We offer it to 
you, and you reply, “What! convert the public lands into rearng 
of spoiled and speckled paper, called money?” Thus scorned, 
thus hooted at, is that very currency which you told us was to be 
better than the notès of the United States Bank; and-becauce we 
prophecied such a currency, and labored to prevens its coming 
upon the country, we are how to be called haters of gold an 
silver! 

We too, sit, are opposed to converting the public lands into 
worthless bank notes. But we supposed that, dubious as the 
credit of many of these banks is justly considered, some of them 
are goed, and thatthe notes of these should be received from the 
people, without running into the sudden and Inconvenient exe 
treme of rejecting every thing but gold and silver; a measure, 
the more harsh m ie operation and character, because of its 
being the unexpected act of an administration that, up to that 
very instant, had encouraged the circulation of these bank notes 
by proclaiming it to be a “beiter currency” than that which 
had been furnished by the Bank ofthe United States, 2 

But the Senator tells us that the object of this resolution ig 
twofold. Its prime object is to disgrace General Jackson, and 
he second, which is little inferior in importance, is to overthrow 

the national currency. These are the two revolutionary conse- 
quences which the Senator supposes to be aimed at by my 
friend from Oio. For myself, T can with great truth say that 
I am actuated in this matter only by my view of the good or bad 
policy of the Treasury order, disconnected entirely from all 
personal feeling toward General Jackson. I have no more per- 
sonal feeling againet him on this subject, than I have against 
you, sir, Would you considerit an imseachment on your in- 
H legrity for a gentleman to differ frem you as to the paicy of a 
political measure? Surely not, Why then should the Senator 
suppose that a motion to rescind this Treasury order must be 
intended io dishonor Genera! Jackson? Sir, object wholly to 
this invoduction of Presidential influence into debate on ‘this 
floor, Isit becoming in us to say one to another, you must do 
this or that, lest the President shoulé fecl himself degraded? Tg 
this a fit weapon to be wielded in this house? ‘The Senator from 
Missouri,from the inimacy hejs suppused to enjoy with the 
President, may be considered as speaking. with authority on 
sucha subject. But may I, who am in some deeree excluded 
from the Presidential smues, attempt to carry a measure 
through the Senate by threatening the Presidential frown? May 
every little whipster wie!d this weapon ovér our heads? What 
is tobe the influence of such threats?’ What is to he the end of 
sucha system? What must its eud be but to resolve all legis- 
lation into the will and wish of the Executive? The scope of. 
such an argument would leave this Senate lite mors than a 
taire registry of Presidential edicts, The Government may re- 
m the skadowy forms of republican freedom, but it wil] he- 
come in fact a stern, substantial monarchy. The phrase “ de- 
grace the President”? is to be used as a0 many cabalistic words: 
the moment they are uttered, the Senate is to be silenced. The 
President thinks a certain measure right. therefore we must 
think it right. Tread ihat Philip ef Macedon had but one eye, 
and he covered the place of the other wits a patch. Wis influ. 
ence m Greece, which had long been increasing,at length reached 
that point, that tocourt his favor the Grecian Senators appeared 
‘ntheir piaces with a patch over the left eye. (AJaugh.] Sol 
suppoce itis to be with us. If the President on any occasion 
happens to do wiong, we are net to think or to speak on the 
subject, and must prefer to do injustice to ourselves, rather than 
run the risk of degrading the President. ý 3 

I suppose I am to understand the Senator from Miesouri, 
when he speaks of the “constitutional currency,” to man a 
currency of gold and silver. But the Constitution s ays nothing 
onthe matter, save that the States shall pass no law making 
any thing but gold and silver a legal tender. Thatis ail it con- 
tainson the subject. But I will here tell that gentleman that I 
do, to a great extent, agree with him in the picture he has drawn 
ofa degraded paper currency, and I will very gladly contribuie 
my mite to correct so great an evil. But I fear itis bey ond our 
reach. The banks of which he complains hold their existence 
under State authority; and all cur areuments amount to nothing 
inore than mere idle speculation. Youhave ho bark. Yon ree 
jected that you had, and refused to make anciher. Is this Trea- 
sury order the mode in which you would correct the evils of 
excessive banking? Would you disorder and derange the whole 
currency of the country, in order that the banks may explode? 
For all thé evils of the existing system, that gentleman and his 
party are fally chargeable. “They put down that instituuon, 
which would have prevented the whole. They did it with the 


1836. 


Coxa....2d Srss. 


Dec. 
24th 


rs x pate de seat 


consequences plainly bafere thelr eyes—clearly shown, ard dis. 
tinctly foretold. They persevered, and those consequences 
have sow come. Fromthatuet have grown up all these evils— 
evils which the Senator puisis in towing colors, but evils from 
ali which Flook forward in trembling hope to an ultimate deii- 
verance. TLentertain as great an apprehension of the danger of 
these thousand banks as he do pat itis a danger which the 
Treasury order will not rema l am opposed to that mea- 
gure, vecause it is not a competent remedy. Instead of mitiga- 
ting, it aggravates the eviljand I therefore hope the resolution 
before us will receive the sanction of this body, 

The gentleman is full of thanks to the President of the 

i tes, Wel, sir, I really have no idea, that the Presi- 
q in this mauer any view or purpose hostile to the best 
I can readily imagine that his ob- 


dent h 
interests of this country. 
jects aul his motives were of the most beneficeat character. 
Bur, sir, where 13 the greal occasion for this outpouring, this 
outbreaking of gratitude; so earnest, so sublime, that itap- 


proaches to adulation, nay, to positive adoration? J hope Tam 
pot insensible to the obligations of gratitude; but I have no 
idea that we are forever i» be looking upto the President as a 
sort of demi-god, who has showered down. benefits upon ua, 
notwithstanding our il deserts—henefits entirely supereroga- 
tory, andanch as we had no right to expect or hope tor, No, 
sir; Tam willing to treat the P lent with due respect, an:tto 
acknowledge ali his good deeds in sucha manner as becomes 
further than this Tam not disoosed to go. 
ir. C.) in the peroraton of his eloquent 
harangie, transported by the fervor of his victorious areument, 
regrette t tnat there was not more talent and genius on the 
other sida over which he might prosecute still further cor- 
ques lie seems to lack mething. Tike the vietorions 
Saracen, who carried the wue faith through the world on the 
point of his sword, or like Alexander, who called fer more 
worlds to conquer, the honorable Senator, afier having exalted 
in triumph over all that hal been brought against him, calls 
out for more talent and more genius over which to pursue hi 
conquering course. l is bat, probably, in my power, sir 
contribute what is thus called for, to swell the gentleman’s 
umph; nor ia it for me, sir, longer to keep the field when s 


a Te nner 


champions are engaged. f 

(When Mr. C. hat concludes, and taken his seat, Mr. Bex- 
yox explained that his remarks en the want of talent, argu- 
ment, &. were not intended to apply to the actors in the Se 
nate, butto these out of it, who, he supposed, had prepared tme 
subject.) 
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SPERCI OF MR. PEYTON, 
x Or TENNESSEE. 
[Ag reported by Mr. Psyrow for the Intelligencer. ] 


In House of Representatives, December 15, 1835.—Upon the 
resolution of Mr Wise proposing a select committee of in- 
vestigation, and Mr. Pzarcs’s motion ta amend the same. 


Mr. Sesareu I was, at first, somewhat surprised that the 
gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr, Pearce) should be found in 
opposition to this investigation. Tnat gentleman was once the 
zealous advocate of rigid serutiny into all abuses committed by 
public functionaries. | Ín an elaborate speech, upon this floor, 
he once sustained an investigation similar to the one now pro- 
posed by my friend from Virginia, (Mr. Wise.) Ialude to the 
case of tho Wiscasset collector. But, sir, the gentleman an- 
nonnces the fret thet he has changed, He was then opposet to 

sone Violently and bitterly 
that opposition la 
ry sub; tthai arose. Buti gno py 
son mun, he has unte e, liseema, a compu te potitical trans- 
formaion. And whata change! bis ori principtes discards E 
his mental vision in total and disastrous eclipse, he has closed 
hia eyes upon fraud, and peculation, and plunder! ; 

Bot, sir, has it come to this, that the gentleman from Rhode 
Island is put forward as the champion of Andrew Tackson? 
Ias that distinguished citizen already sunk so low that his fame 
and reputation are committed to u > keeping of such bands? 
Oh, snectacle, mortifying and tamil othe honest friends 

T irinal supi Sra of Andre > D fought 
and original supporters oi | Aci. ee Sno ene 
with him, and voted for hin who ady his first election 
upon principle, and who, wal à leman, yet 
the dauatless advocates Ol the 7 
they think, how must taney fuel, when the 
ants repataiion as a statesman E 


that gentleman, who, formerly av 


upone 


fallen into the custe 
emt, loathed. and detus 


assalla s thrown hinselfinto the current of the Pies p 
popu! ; y bear oven Ain along, and is now 
become Ì ratended fat : 

But to ths genti 


jevi s proposed ings 
objevions, to the propose " 
apaeiiien nf the cunniag and tact o 
jones py the issue which he has mode tip—a false, bypocritic 
0S at is 2 Why, forsooth, that it involves the Presi- 
lenve veracity! that it with be, does the President k the 
truth when he says that all the officers are “ hone 
ca rable! and that he, good tead-r-hearted man, cannot endure 
to heat any thing which infringes, in the slightest degree, upon 
he vera’ of that high functionary, Under this felso and 
es- 


Mevoroni y helter, and expects to 
frawlalent issue te gent er. and expects a 


i uy av tion. argument re ! 
ape inguiry, all inv don. g 
T M i ons) monst 2 Will not ever 1 


expose a posit 
manin the nation 
I deny and denn 
been the shict! 
skulk at me 
that they are ho: 


aok apon je with scorn and i 
we th falseissue wl 
the party. and behind w 
ach of danger. 'F 
= leman says you are net to pro 
them t9 ve rogues, se that would be to make out Presi- 
denta lim. Whata position! 

Pil the President write 
lauduory aa omera w > 
i ual i eh a docume: : 
Fe mient or paraliol? No, sin not one word Eit, anl lie ges 
not knaw, at this moment, that it is ta re Peas it, sit, 
which these gentlemen, so able and so honts have. ia soure 
into the message, and now claim that it is eviten: e ores] ish 
and saċred a nature that it caunet be exuninec or inpeacher 


eè itis: F ERE, hi ek 
Hetpefore concluding this paper, T think it due to the varions 


the paragraph in his message, 
hich the geudeman himsel fadmiis 
and which, Eam sure. bas no 
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HL. of Reps. 


Exeeutive Deparimenis to bear testimony te their prosperous 
condiiion, ang to the abi iiy and iniegrity with which they 
have been conducted, Ti has been my aim to enforce in all of 
them a vigilant and faiustul discharge of the public busise 
and itis gratitying to me to believe tiat there is no just cause of 
complaint, from any quarter, at the manner in which they have 
fulfilled the objecis of their creation.” 

Did Andrew Jackson wrie this sweeping certificate of 
moral character for these zentiemen? No sin no. Lplead non 
est faucium. Mt is not bi They have frandualently 
smuggled it into his message scratiny inte their con- 
duer Instead of sa ftir y, It is of ttrelfa canse of suspi- 
cion. ni did no: write it: in support 
nce satis: y, at least, to my 
å be made known to this Hou: 


own mind, and such as sho 
to the country at large, and to pe y 

known, in order to whield the name and fame of the President 
from that imputation which, in alltime to cone, would attach 
to them, in consequ rant abuse of the confidence 
reposed by him in others. The committee on the part of the 
Senate, whieh, according to usage, was appointed to wait upon 
the President at the com cement of the session, and inform 
him of the readiness of Co to receive the very r-eseage in 


tion, found him ex:ended on a sick couch, scarcely able 


sehishand. Onthe eve of their departure, he urged the 

Senator from ‘Tennessee (Mr. Grundy) to come back soon, and 

talk with him: th onesome, wanted company, and 
ished to have! abaut hin. Phe Nena 


(alde, that 
ary for hin to hivoke the attendance of 
friends, and of th friends!) did return, and remained with 
the Presidenc more ihan an hour, during which ihne he never 
alluded to the subieci of polities. He spoke of dying, of the 
Henni hope thet he might b d GH he contd 


it should be n 


e . > i . 
reach Hin the sprin His thoughts were b his heart, 
“and that was far away,” dwelling upon other, and, doubt 


holier meli 
tionaries, 
and who, if 
the fact. 

But the gentlemaw from Rhode star 
ta the mode of proceeding propo: 
ginia. He says that it is unnecessar 
Ru'es of the House, the inve: wo all sich matters is 
enjoined, as a duty, upen the ¢ tee of Ways and Means. 
The rule alluded to by the gentleman reads as follows: “Hh 
shall be the duty of the Committee of Ways and Means to take 
into consideration all such reports of the Treasury Deparment, 
an al! such proposition: tive to the revenue, as may be 
referred to th m by the Honse, &c. &e. to examine into fe 
state of the several pubtic artimesnis, amd particularly into 
the laws maki Hous of moneys, end to report 
whet! be mo uoWichursed couformabiy wi 
such laws, and ai me to tine such provi- 
1 


ations, than writing eulegies upon public func- 
se conduct he was in po situation t examine, 


l hasan her cbieerton 
d by my friend from Vir- 
z, because, by the standing 


hav 


sions uad array us pecessary to add to th 
economy of the departments, and the aecuvuriubiiily of their 
officers.?? And yet the gentleman, in a subsequent part of his 


argument, contended that the exercise, by the House, of such a 
power as is hereby enjoined upon one of its standing commit- 
tees, would be a disfranchisement of the heads of deparunenis! 
An ex parte trial and conviction according to the rules of 
the commen law! The rule referred to by the gentleman, 
shows the sense entertained hy the House in relation to the ne- 
cessity of such investigations as the one proposed into the sta e 
and condition of the several depariments, with a view to the 
rigid accountability of public officers, aad the Jegai disburse- 
ment of the public moneys. . 

But, sir, is the Committee of Ways and Means the appro- 
priate cummittce to make such aninations? _ Took at the 
past. Mow tony havacanol in office b en 
ringing in the e Lonk at the foraivio. of 
dab committ releng) labors nmr 


a political, if mwe and con het 
them with efficis move ia sucu a sause? No, 


But, if that comminee 


sir; he would se ever. a 
tion, with what 


were forced by the House into the iny 


Ear, aC 


tod, since the Ins 
House? € 
ies. while the witnes: 
nd miles of 
before the Presid 
my friend from Vi 
wio proseseuted R iub 
rewardes 
the Pr 
drawn up ihat they 
ing the trys} 


ir. he was tried on the other site of the 
g anl the prosecuior were a 
«tough, Tennessee, 
3; the 4 sutor not 
one John Konnedy, 


or innacence. 
A a saint, or is 


hoa stoner 
acconntaf bis opp 
said they, “do you } 
ben was loud aud long. 
der from the subject bets 
war into 
daring the 


soitey of his State 
a hadah 


late war with Grear br 
regard for Siate lines and Fiat 
was only commensurate with het 
: nts the Pre. 
anil s 


rim ume 
rmitase, 


l along 


d y 


and Alabama: en through Kentucky, by 

y wee A 7, rn £ x 

ths way of Ciacinna'i to Washingion. _ Phe ds of Mr. 

Yan Haren resurtad ta e art to exelte and induce him to 
é è G 4 


‘ E- told thig ra 
hat some one of the membe 
facis WEICH every there 

hatne such denial heen mad 
wn, a ms 


iain the 
for 


ithas, l sta rs 
truil of those facts w x 
the course which he said {had pursued iv reia 
which contained the appropriation to carry inta effect the Che- 


e treaty, before he left the chy, which complaint he fre- 
y yepeateion his way to the Hermitage. Al Knoxville, 
a gentleman produced the Globe newspaper, which showed 
that Lhad veted and spoken in srpport of that measare., But 
it had no efiect; for he continued to speak of it as he i done 
before. At Sparta, he denounced my Jriend from Virginia 
(Mr, Wise) asa liar. At the house of Mrs, Saunders. in Bom- 
ner county, Tennessee, he stated that my co league (Mr. Bell) 
“told twenty fies in ove speech, and knew them to be lies at 
the time,’ and chat Peyton was a greater Har than Bell. Tn 
passing through the district of my ¢ g Mr Por 3 
his very abla speech at the Inst s 7 es having 
been mentioned, the President stated y could «et 
as good a speech as that written nagim for fve dal- 
lars. When askel how Mr. Hiunteman was, in re 
political parties, “ Hes on the fence,” said the Gener 
ae one knows which sile he will fall” 
another one of my Solle: 
nk ofotr repr 
“he’s af no accor 
end some one in his p 
repeated these things, 


L “and 
The constituents of 
ues inquire), “Well, General. what 
atative, Mr. Shichis?? “Oh? said, 
, sir, no account; tum him out, and 
e who is of some account” Tha 
not on accovarof any pleasure they 

afiord me, but because those very gentlemen who were the 
cause of these exhinitions are now deaying then. Tet any 
man deny this statement who dare. 
But the genileman frem Rhode island calls upon ns to take 
“the bull by the horas,” to “move an impeachment ageinst 
the Presid that “he ts accountable for ihe 
acts of h upon them is in ef 
This is strange doctri ; 

ves, and drag them bleatr: 


go from the Treasury, fur they have been sue 
alveads; and the gentioman s » “take th 


horns. Move an impeachmei 
Ue accountable, criminaiy 
tecrity on the part of iis minisi 
thing more impudent than this? Because Gonera! Jacke 
a patriot, does it follow that Renben M. Whitey is any sii g 
but what the world va him to be? Recause General Jack- 
son isan honest man. does it follow that Arnos Kendall and 
all the other “hirelings.’’as he calls them, are honesttoa? T 
sir, is the doctrine of the party—the doctrine of men joto 
whose hanis the government of the country bas fallen. “Bur, 
sir, the gentleman. in thus shiuflling himselt ander C e protect 
ing manile of the Presi a bul displays the usea tact ofthe 
p They are all patriots, if the 
President be a patriot. 5 al honest men, ifthe Peesi- 
dent be an honest man, Sir, let me put a case in commen 
life to illustrate this doctrine; one which every farmer wil 
understand. Take any man of seventy yoars of age, pri} 
ona farm with sixty hands to coatrol, give hina a full ery 
corn, tobacco, amd smali grain: can he arnage then eo thet no 
partofthe crop wilh sufer? Suppose his foret are mil 
less and roguish, tiru they aro detet aiding the oan- 
try of nights, taken with Uieie pim and turkeys, ther chickens 
and potatoes, upon them, could they plead the virtues of their 
master as a justification of thair crimes? Could you not lynch 
them without meaning to inflict blows upon the good old man 
whose confidence they had abused?) There is no man amongst 
them who can stand one moment upon his own merits. No, 
sir, they have crowded and huddled together under the mantle 
of General Jackson, until that is not broad enough to cover 
them; they have worn it threadbare, stretched and torn itinte 
tatters. You may occasionally get a glimpse of Van’s baid 
pate popped ont here, Amos’s sharp face there, Felix’« red 
eyes yonder, Blair’s shank at one place, and Reuben’s pockets 
filled with Treasury reccipts at another; and now, sir, we have 
the gentleman from Rhode [sland squealing around Hke an odd 
pig, for whom there is no teat, hundpg a pase toecrawl iy at 
Now, sity what Twish ja to step ine destean niente of tesa 
gentlemen, und tet them si my themselves. very 
mows thar no cent! : s floot has any mo 

wish 10 make an ia Genera! fach that he 
be the object of this ion. His cowrse is yun, his dey is 
past his power ands, and we wish to hold those 


gent ewan acecuit vmannerja which thoy exercise 


nê 


with 


ANEI 


it. ‘Phere has bem im fm on into Che Depart 7 
which we propose to examine, for the last nett years. We 
zish to ses a seilement of ther aecounts at the bar of the 


a thern and the 
if so, it is due to 
ho may be o'l i i 
onntry that we 


Public, and the balance fairly struck betw 
People. They may be honest, very hon 
themselves that they show it. 
that event, is due to the 

committee of the Horse to show that, Haw is it pr 
that they shall come to trial? Upon cextifiente 
in the me nd upon that atone, Phe 
tom certificate: 
which 


ett 
by 


fron 
on Rouben fave 


DOL go i 
andl r 


be ha 
the stum 
rogue of s nut a perju 
andit you Apt io fix upon eithe 
he will euscance himseit b 
mission ta co into the va 
true condition is 

But, sa 
ofthe P 
there is 


get 
y wit! 


red witness of R 
aft Als (rae chi 


sctoan impeachinent 
hat all js wells“ 


se plant, 
: pot true. and. there! 

mean to attat Jent, there must he po ex 
on whatever. Woe hoki these officers, whose coaluct 
pese to examine. to be trustee and we have ves: 
believe that they have abused their trust, end abusi 
denci af ie President abd demand that 
count own condnctia me n 
et at once and told thats 
jal itis an impeachment ¢ 
mmuns him ta the har of 


GH Oi» 


lihe cen- 


be people, 
+ Presid 


sand s 


2 la caminittee ai t 
papers of their own Gevernment. in 
ments. and make their repart of the fa 

i vü againstany ene, b 
nof the departments. arm 
He agenis. x 
the com: 
seulogiunus upon i 


tall of is d part 
te to this Honte, We 


rege 


nto the 
roof the n 


Fe wa 


andextravagant in | ie heads of the 
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partinents; he spouted their praises in peet: y, and Isuppose he 
means they shall Hive in song andstory. He says the Secretary 
of the Treasury has vor Sept Upon his arms. No, sir, he has 
not slépi,“Aad-the pariy shouid “feel under the tighest obiiga- 
tions ic him, tor he has sv contrived as to make the ‘Treasury 
and the public tands a powerful auxiliary to Mr. Van Buren in 
the Jate election. - By the celebrated ‘Treasury order. which he 
issued, requiring specie in payment for the public lands, with 
an-exception in lavor of ciuzens of the States in which chose 
Jandsare situated, he in effect offered a bribe of: one hundred 
dotlars a, head for votes in the States of Mississippi, Arkapsas, 
Missouri, and Michigan, which was then looked upon as a 
Stave. For, sir, atthe saje of public lands in Mississippi last fah, 
speele was worthatone time 29 per cent; and white the citi- 
zens of Tennessee, then consitered in rebellion against Mr. Van 
Buren, were required to pay this enurmous (ax, the citizens of 
Mississippi, a doubtfal State in the ciection, were exempt from 
it.’ At Government price, three hundred and twenty acres of 
land would cost the Mississipian four hundred dollars, while 
the Tennessean, for the same quantity, was compelled to pay 
the sunrof five hundred dollars, from the necessity he was 
placed under by this order of raising specie. Ang, sir, this was 
not confined to the poor and needy, but extended to the nabob, 
with his hundreds of hands, and thousands.of bales, while the 
specie was exacted from the most indigent and meriturious 
Teñnessean. ‘This, sir, is what I call high-handed oppression 
on the: one side, and wholesale bribery and corruption on the 
other. Philip of Macedon never made a more unblushing use 
of money to corrupt and enslave the people of Greeca. “Phis 
Secretary must he entitled to the praise, and something more 
substantial still, to a portion of the spoils of the pany. The 
gentleman alluded, aiso, to the visit of the Secretary of State 
(Mr, Forsyth) te Georgia, which he calis unfortunate; true, his 
visit was unfortunate; and ofthe visit of the Secretary of the Na- 
yy (Mr. Dickerson) to New Jersey, which was also unfurtunate. 
: He‘seems unwilling to give them any credit fur well: meant ex- 
ertions, and ‘wishes to God they had staid'at kome.” This ap- 
pears rather ungratefal, as they used their best exertions in the 
gause, ‘ft is uue (he gentleman attempts to conceal the fact, 
but tis notorjous that the Sectetary of State went to Georgia, 
and used every effort to rally his shattered forces—that he. was 
openly electioneering for Mr. Yan Buren. Amos, too, if I was 
correctly informed, nade an excision for alike pyrpose into 
New England, Iam surethat I saw it stated that be had his 
face lithoxraphed, and copies sent through the country, so that 
those who could not see “the divine original, might at least 
gaze on Jove’s counterfeit”? : ‘ : 
But, sir, the gentleman assumes another ground in defence 
of these * ministers,” as he caifs them. Me says the appoint- 
ment of this committee would amount to a djstranchisement of 
those aflicers. whose conduct it is proposed to seruunize, by dø- 
nying to tema trial according to the strict rules of the crimi- 
aallaw, 'Phis principe bolds oaly where a man is ov trial for 
crimo AJ laws, ave to be lberalty expounded, so as to detect 
fraud, bub strictly constrned when you come to punish a crimi- 
nal. ‘The gentleman gues too fast; he leaps to the conclusian, 
leaving us at the beginning of this mater; while we are com- 
mencing the development of fraud and correption, which the 
law abhers, he anticipates the awful result which may be 


brought about, and is appealing to your sympathy on behalf 
of che culprit. Now, ithe wilt be patient, we will go on with 
hia, and in due season we will lean to the side of meycy, and 
acquit wherever there ig reasonable doubt, This ts stra 
doctrine to como- frorn that side of the ILouse, 


nge 
These afticers 


the examination of his a 
10 puodshment? And sir, h 
sume power over these keepers o 
of theiy Cansiiiution, court 
of justice ean exercise over the guardian of an estate, and the 
Who owni? Mir, because investigation may lead to 
avery, It dos ode juvy atjon altogether. 

‘sti s to'be haunted by the idea of eri: 
Hentayy pupsishments, Well, sir, 
nay know something calcu: 
it may lead to that, and Í would NOE 

id; 

mient at this time. We 


LiGin some i 
apo dndicuuent no presen 
k that this Hause, as the ereat inquest of the nation 
è juto the state of the Pepartmants, and upon z 
port of k by a@.comuiites, it will then be abie ta dei 
whatsteps are proper to be taken. If crime is developec any 
quaytay, then it willbe the proper time to bring offenders to 
trial, and they shall have all the benefits of the striet rules of 
commaon law. and erimingl law, and the benefisof clergy like- 


wise. Sir, thero F “rotten ja Denma k?” “or we 
would nat t alute and continued opposi iy Gi 
investigat uiculated to show mismanagement on 


the part of agents anid officers of Government. At the 

‘oneress there 
uiuted io eHeat 
resolution, and the 
eman beiong 


contempased by 
hy the party to which the gen 
with his apte, ‘The gen e 
wille } ing to ge io ir Yypon he 
ent, and seems to have full confu lv ithe, 
mater be entrusted to the Committes of Ways aml Means: 
yi iv, he is alarmed at the idea of a select committee, aad 
twil vea “Juut finding, ¢ rious comm 
ondeman and his lriends any thing to dr 

3 ittee? Ie the Speaker su 


et Comi 3 i absofute certainty 
thata majority of Mistommittee, if appointed, wiil be corie 
posed ef the friends of these officers? Cannot those gen lemen 
Met their own friends without fear and trembling? Is there 
pot virge and faleut in this House ‘sufficient to guaranty pro- 


tection to the innocent, as well as io ehsure the detection and 
exposure of the guilty?) Are gendemen willing thal it shall be 
understood, ami go abroad to the country, that they camat face 
such a committee, composed of gentlemen of the highest honor 
and purest principles, even though they are-their own friends? 
And these, too, are the men in whese hands the Government of 
the country is placed, and wha claim to be above suspicion, be- 
yond the power of this House, -forted in upon all sides by the 
ramparts of the President’s certificate. 

There is one other position assumed by the gentleman from 
Rhode Island, which is quite original, and. merits particular 
atten ion; it is this, sir: that the direction given at the last 
session to the bill commonly called the Executive patronage 
bill is conclusive as tu the Views of this House upon the sub- 
ject of Executive patronage. And hes erns to draw an in- 
ference that the House then gave its sanction to all that had 
been or would be done in the way of Executive patronage, in 
all its departments. “What are the facts in relation to that 
case? A gentleman from New York (Mr, Mann) on the 25th of 
February, 183A, moved “that said bill be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary.” My colleague (Mr. Bell) moved “it 
should be referred to a select cominitier,” and, pending these 
motions, a gentleman. from Virginia (Mr. Dromgoole) moved 
“that the Executive patronage DHI be committed te the Com- 
mittee af the Whole House on the state of the Union,’ which 
motjon took precedence of the others and prevailed, and there 
the bill has slept cvor since. The question of Executive pa- 
tronage was not taken ap for consideration afterwards; and 
now the gentleman centends tbat the House having failed to 
act npon the subject, it was therefore against the bil, and in 
favor of Executive patronage, to the fullest extent Sir, during 
the last summer, in Tennessee, I endeavored to inculcate this 
doctrine so far as to hold a majority of this House accountable 
far its failing to act upon this as well as some other important 
questions, but this doctrine was controverted by you and your 
friends. How wouid it hold upon another great question—the 
question of amending the Constitution of the United States so 
as to secure the election of President and Vice President to the 
peopleat ail events, and under all circumstances?’ For the last 
two sessions of Congress this has been a leading question, and 
afforded a fair opportunity for the party to show their zeal in 
carrying ont the measures of General Jackson. i, and’ the 
friends with whom I act, have ever been in favor of that mea- 
sure At the session before the Jast, soon after it was known 
that Judge White was a candidate for the Presidency, and 
while we were urging the House to take up the resolutions 
upon that subject, the present Speaker (Mr. James K. Polk) 
made a speech, in which, after professing a willixgness to go 
for’ the measure, objected to acting upon the subject then, al- 
leging a want of time, and alse some imyperfection in the re- 
solutions, f follawed in a few remarks, in which I urged 
the importance of a speedy action on the subject, and remind- 
ed the Speaker of his former course ‘2 relation te the matier, 
and, though he spor inst us, he voted with us to take up 
the resolutions, — His friends, however, teok their sue, and 
falloyed his precept instgad of his example, and the resolu- 
tions were postponed. At the last session of Congress the 
same subject came up, with no beter fate than before. It 
was with great difficulty we could get a report from the com- 
mitte at all. They all professed to be in favor of the amend- 
ment, Oh! yes; hue they seemed to agree to differ as tp the 
made of effecting it; and, at last, when the rgport came in, it 
togk the same direction with the Executive pratronage bill, or 
something like it. We canld nat bring the gentlemen toa” 
yote on either, And is it to be understood, now the election is 
over, (f know thatit would not haye heen adynitted before,) 
that all those wio voted to give those important measures 
the go-by are to be set down as voting against them. If so 
haw do the party stand upon the great leading measures of 
General Jackson's inisiration? If we cail upon gente- 
men to walk in the footsteps of ibe President upon that oft 
repeated, but never heeded recommendaiicn in to the 
raf Presigent and Vi old that 
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cers, who, instead of runnirg to 
3 dacksayi certificates of moral character, should be 
fhe first ta demand an investigation. But sir, will the pe 

of the United $ i 
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| il thezeny exeape a scrutiny of their conduct F 
y bave acted honorably, we wish meee to show it eth y 
Suspicions, so Common, so universal, are’ groundless, we wish 
the country to know it. ‘Innocence never sceks for satety m 
fiey in Fopceaiment, butyathey conris 
scrauny, "How can ‘gauilemen reconcile inn cente wi is 
ixembling and shrinking—his shielding themselves Pein te 
numerical s:rength of their friends in this House? This was 


ligation. and defies 


their course at the last sesion of Cone j 
i 3 éla af gress. Remember, sir 
what fatality attended every effort to obfain a committee of in. 


vestigation then. Reeollect the extraordinary and obstinate 


| protection extended fo that darling Treasury pet, Reuben Whit- 


k le 
t be satisfied for ever that they shall shrink 
from respon bility, hold up General Jackson’s character as 
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ney. Let italso be remembered that the Committee on Indian 
Affairs unanimously recommended an inquiry into. the abuses 
of that bureau, which would have developed the causes of the 
late and present Indian wars in the South. That committee 
reparted a resojution autherizing any two of its members to 
prosecute the inquiry, by taking testimony for the information 
of the House at this s: ssion. But, sir, this res lution, reported 
by a committee, a majority of whom were in favor of My. Van 
Buren, was rejected in t' e House. “The citizens of Georgia and 
Alabama petitioned and implored the House to investigate that 
subject, alleging the most unheard-of frauds and abuses. Upon 
this application the vote stood—ayes 77, noes 77, a fie, and the 
Speaker gave the casting vote against the investigation: Sir, men 
high in favor and high in office were suspected. The agent of 
the Government, John B. Hogan, gave the Department official 
information of the greatest outages practised upon the Indians 
which were ever perpetrated upon any people savage or cl. 
vilized. Ife was very soon remaved, or rather promoted, from 

And yet, 


Indian agent to be collector at the port af Mobile, 
sit, wehaye no account of prosecutims, convictions, and pun- 
ishments, which have followed his disclosures. Why, sir 
those speculators, or rather Jndian robbers, would find an old 
chief upon his patrimonial estate, where the chiefs and kings 
of his ‘ace-had lived for centuries before him, with his slaves 
aud his farms around him, smoking his pipe amidst his own 
forest trees, spurning any offer to purchase his home; and 
they would bribe some vagabond Indian to personate hin’ m a 
trade, to sell his land, forging his name, and the first mtima- 
tion that he would have of the transaction, would be his expul- 
sion by force from his house! This was common, and noton- 
ly so, but, under the pretext of r claiming fugitive slaves, the 
wives and children (of mixed blood) of the Indians wore seized 
and carried off in bondage. The famous Oceola himself had 
his wife taken from him, axd that, too, it has been said, by a 
Government officer, and was chained by this same officer to a 
log. Sir, what else could be expected but that these scourzee. 
plundered, starving savages would glut thei vengeance by the 
indiscriminate slaughter of the jimucent and | elpless families * 
of the frontier, whoge bivpd has cried to usin vain?. This has 
cause the florida war, which has produced such a waste of 
treasure, the loss of so much national and individual honor 
and of so many valuable lives! ‘This has called the gallant 
volunteers from my own Sta'e, and from my own distiuct, wha 
have traversed a thousand miles to fight the battle of strangers 
—to contend with a savage foe, white dpir king those stagnant 
waters, whose malaria is death, many of whom are left in the 
wild woods of Florida, where “the foe and the stranger will 
tread ver their heads,” while their fellow-soldiers are fir away 
happy at howe with their fri ngs and families. One—ay! sit, 
any one of those noble youths who now sleep under a foreign 
sod, was worth more than the whole army of plunderers wha 
have caused the mischief. And yet, shy such ren as these 
were shielded at the Igy: session of Congress by the exsting vote 
of the Speakey. And now, according to the argument of the 
eee from Rhode Island, the House has sanctioned all 
LOA. ae ; i 

vl think, sit, itis time for this course of things tocease. It ts 
time før the people to know something of the conduct of those 
in whose hands the public business is eutrusied, and who reall 
administer the Government. hey have been behind General 
Jackson long enough. I was present when Mr. Van Buren 
took his position there Tt was a striking display of that pa- 
tergal care which the President has extendec f 
Buren. . In the spring of 183, the President, Mr. Van Buren 
and a few other gentlemen, ; 
the Washington course to w 
ment of which Lam very 
had not altogether lost his taste 
between the celebrated Busiris and Emily, 
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BU- 
U run aver you, sir? Tt 
ta see how natural and easy 
An 
, thy Old Hickory would not aN 
out of the way for us to run over him; ifhe had given usa fair 
chance, on any stretch or turn during the whale race, We Woald 
have run over him, or made him ity the irach. Bat sir, We 
have gòt him on the repeat; the General Wil! be out of the way: 
he is £9 game horse, and we will make a case of him on ihe 
repeat, Tdo not complain so much that the President has fal 
len in} ve with Mr. Van Buren, bat I claim the privilege of 
falling in love with whom I please; and this, sir, is the last naan 
ge which will ever be surrendered by min. ot woman ch r 
But, sir, Mr. Van Buren is in lave with the President too; and 
he accidentally found it out, The manner of this discovery is 
somewhat curious, Ido not know this to be true, Dut it wae 
much talked of and universally believed in this cit je Mr. Va 
Buren was in conversation with a lady, an intimate friend of the 
Presivent, amiable, interesting, and remarkable for: communi. 
cating to him whatever she thought would beagrecable for him 
to bear. Mr. Van Buren said to this lady, “that he had been 
reading much, and thinking deeply of late. upon the characters 
of great men, and had came io ihe conclusion that Genera Jack. 
son was the gretest man that hadever lived in the tide otme. 
that he was the only man among thern all who was without a 
fault.” The fair friend of the President.was delighted. “But” 
said he, “whatever you do, don't tell General Jackson What Li 
have said. I would nat have him to know it for ihe wor 3 
You see, sir, that he was afraid she might forget it, and Reis 
fore thought it gafestto j her memory. Fut, sir. he mi bt 
have savedhimself that trouble, for the’ excellent lady flew t 
the President, and told him all thathad passed, AR adam 
suid he, with tearsin his eyes, “that man loves me; he tries 
to concert it, bat there is always some way fixed by which 4 
ean tell my friends from my enemies.” Now, sir, Van was 
like the Frenchman, (hough 1 want it distinetly understood that 
J differ with him about ikzs, as well as about) many other 
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things.) A Frenchman began to write his deed thus: “Know 
one woman by these presents.” “Why,” said the other party. 


“do you vat put it Know all men by these presen?” “Vell,” fi 
said be, Vis it not de same ting? Ween woman know it will” 


not all de mens tind it out?” 


In reply to General Rie.ey, of Louisiana, Mr. Peyton said: 


Me. Speaker, the gentleman from Louisiana hae charged me 
with assailing the Presidents measwes, and to that cause he 
ascribes the excited state of feeling under which he spoke while 
in Tennessee. My opposition to the measures of the Presi- 
anu. Idevy that gentleman to point to one of the great mea- 
sures of Gen. Jackson’s.administration which I had -not-sup- 
ported, unless he claims the election of Mr. Van Buren as one of 
thoge measures. ` If so, I did oppose that measure, and will ever 
be found in oppositionto such an Executive measure. 
sir, has.any man the boldness, the hardihood, whatever may 
have been his metives of action, to avow such a doctrine updn 
this floor? The gentleman speaks of Tennessee in connection 
with “the ingratitude of republics,” and expresses a-“hope 
th.t the people of that State will yet learn to appreciate the 
character and services of General Jackson.” This charge against 
Tennessee, of ingratitude to the President, is not original with 
the gentlem1n, (Gen. Ripley.) It has been adopted by him from 
the lowest source—it issued from the dark caverns‘of the Globe. 
What, sir! the people of Tennessee learn to appreciate the char- 
acter and services of Andrew Jackson! Look at his histery— 
when he first crossed the Allechanies, a -beardless stranger, with 
his knapsack upon his back, his rifle on his shoulder; no power, 
no patronage then, sir, with no hing to recommend him to our 


. pioneer fathers but a congenial spirit. How did they receive _ 


‘hem? With open arms they took him to their bosoms. They 
conferred upon him all the honors, all the offices known to their. 
Jaws and constitution. And, sir, their sons have stood by him in 
every crisis, in every peril of kis subsequent life. Look back, 
sir, upon the highway of his fame, and you will find the bones of 
a Tennesseean mouldering upon every field of his glory. And 
th: gentleman hopes that Tennessee will learn to appreciate 
his character! J: is true, sir, that in the late Presidential election 
Tennessee early took her stand. She planted herself upon those 
principles for which she had battled by the side of Gen. Jackson; 
and there she proudly stands yet, firm, fixed, aud immoveable. 
Sie was not to be driven from the. ballot box. She could not, 
se dare not yield her principles, and surrender up her liberty 
a the command ofany man. But, sir, I wish to set the gentle- 
man right upon another point. He contends that the House, in 
adop ing this resolution, will do General Jackson injustice; that 
we wh» advocate it have already done him great injustice. Isit 
in this manner that every inquiry, every investigation is to be 
strangled in its infaney, under the pretext of inflicting injury 
upon General Jackson? Why, sir, we have to legislate upon 
this sudjeot under the terrors of “expunge.” Yes, sir, the gen- 
teman has announced to. the House that if this-resolution is 
passed, it wili be expunged ‘The’ Lord save me from an exe 
panging Tlouse, as well as an expunging Senate. Ihave wii- 
nessed, with foathing and disgust, the operation of that process 
in the Senate. Ihave seen the great expunger (Col. Benton,) 
in the grimmajesty of his expunging power. lashing? with the 
whip of scorpions, abler and honester men than himself to the 
work; flogging thom on to make war upon the Constitution of 
their country, and the journals of the Senate; and I have shud- 
dered when I sawit But Isaw, sir, last winter, a disposition 
manifested by the party, I am sure I did by some of its leaders, 
to encourage him in his mad scheme of wasting the surplus re- 
venue, that he might batter out his brains against the walls of 
his own fortification system,and thereby same them the trouble of 
-knocking him on the head, Sir, he will never rise under the 
„weight of that stone and mortar, from the mud and quicksands 
into which they have plunged him. Sir, I hope never to see 
this House scourged by so rude and baibarousa despotism, I 
hope dru Heaven kas for us in store a better fate. “Bxpunge,”? 
si expunge what? We propose to look into the conduct of 


your § hirelings’’—to examine the dark deeds of your Whitmeys . 


and your Kendalis, and have “expunge” flung in our faces. 
But are we, the Representatives of the American people, to 
fatter in our duty, and cower under the iron sceptre of some 
expunging hero who is to rise up amongst us? And, sir, if we 
but touch ene little twig of this great Jackson tree, which over- 
shadows the land, and stretches its branches throughout ihe con- 
tinent, we are charged with an assault upon its trunk, and ez- 
. puage is instantly proclaimed. No, sir, we wish to brush off 
these sap suckers, who have been drawing from that body its 
vitality. We have io approach them as boys kil woodcocks, 
by whipping round old Hickory, and I have always advised the 
mildest measures, the use of limber switches, so as not to hurt 
him. There was something in the gentleman’s manner, and the 
tenor of his remarks, which seemed to appeal from me io the 
people of Tennessee, and to threaten me with their displeasure. 
Sir, the baldest representative upon this floor is far "behind the 
spirit of that people in their unshaken purpose of asserting their 
rights aod maintaining their freedom A cruel war has been wag- 
ed against Tennessee, but she has met-the crisisas became her 
character: she has met the mercenary legions wnawed: she 
may be crushed, but not conquered, she may’ fall, but if she 
does, it will be at che shrine of the Constitution, in the grave ot 
public liberty., And, sir, I will go down with her: f 
would not survive her fate. Iam willing to go home and 
meet my people; I have nothing to fear from them: their 
kindness aud partialny towards me have always been far 
beyond my merits, But, sir, the injustice done to General 
Jackson by supporting this measure: what is it? We 
‘demand an investigation inte the agency of Reuben Whit- 
ney; we ask tor an inquiry into the condition-of the Treasury, 
We require that there shal} be a fulLinvestigation Inte all the 
departments, and into the conduct of the whole army of public 
officers, who have been engaged in this business of the succes: 
sion—this trampling under foot of laws and Constitutions. We 
wish to know from whenee came this money. Where is the 
source of their corrupuon? Where is the mint from which 
they can send their hireling editors through the country, poi- 
soning the fountains of intelligence amongst the people? How 
is it that our army in Ftorida’has been neglected, and left to 
suffer for want-of supplies, while it was within a few days’ sail 
of New Orleans? Men starving, horsessinking under them in 
the Svamps—all, all, sir, in consequence of gross and criminal 
neglect somewhere. Was it that our bigh functionaries were 
t o busily engaged, to think of the army—too full of Mr. Van 
Buren to cast a thought on Oceola—too busily engaged in elec- 
Hloneering —to think of the gallant men who were fighting the 
battles of their country? Ìt is in behalf of men whose conduct 
has heen such as this, that the message volunteers a lauda- 
jory certificate. Sir, I deny the authenticity of this mes- 
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- Departments. 


sage. General Jackson never gave that certificate; They have: 


written it themselves, and obtained the signature of his name. 


Avid yet, with such a testimonial in_their favor,. they’ shrink < 


from the proof—they shrink from inquiry. Let us have the 
proof, s r, arit- then we wiil see whether hey até honest or ve- 
hal, corrupt or immacuta’ Sir, Ido not say they are cer- 
rupt: that is just what I wish to find out. {° c 
1mparijal Investigation. Jt is lawful, it is usual, to make auch 
inquiries. It issutely right to investigate our affairs—to. ex- 
aniine inte the deeds of our own agenis. This is our right, it is 
our duty, and ‘cannot do “injustice” to any one. F pretest 
against the issue which the gentleman from Latisiana has’ join- 


T want, a strict-and: 4 


ed. Tt, is hot a question betwsen General’ Jackson‘and this : 
House: his person and conduct is one thing; and the persons ` 


and conduct of these officers is another... Lhope that no attempt 
to crush this investigation on such an issue will succeed; and, 


sir, let Us hope that no. Americaa Congress will ever be found - 


ready to expunge an order directing an investigation into the 
„No, sir, ihis will never be the case, solong ás a 
shadow of our liberties remains. © ee r 


DEBATE IN THE SENATE. ` 


REMARKS OF MR. BUCHANAN, 
Or PENNSYLVANIA, 
In Senate, February 28, 1837—On the Distribution 
é . Question. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he was one of those: who 
intended to vote against the amendment to the for- 
tification bill, which had been adopted in the Heuse, 
directing that the surplus revenue exceeding five 
millions of dollars, which might remain in the 
Treasury on the first day of January next, should 
be deposited with the States, under the provisions 
of the deposite act which had passed at the last 
session of Congress. As he had advocated the 
passage of that act, it became necessary that he 
should make a few obserfations explanatory of 
the course which he purposed to pursue on the 
present occasion. ~ 
- Mr. B. stated that there was but little analogy 


r 


between these two measures, unless it might be- 


that they were both called deposite bills. This 
was the chief point of resemblance. The princi- 
ples upon which the present. preposition was now 
advocated, were entirely different from those which 
had been adopted by the friends of the deposite 
bill of the last. session. And here he must be per- 
mitted to express his regret that the Senator from 
Kentucky (Mr. Clay) seemed to have abandoned 
his bill to distribute the proceeds of the public 
lands among the States. For his own part, he in- 
finitely preferred that measure to-the one now 
before the Senate. : 

What were the prmciples (said Mr. B.) upon 
which the deposite-bill of the last session rested? 
There was then-a vast sum of public money, be- 
yond the wants of the Government, in the -deposite 
banks, whilst an absolute certainty existed that at 
the end of* the year, this surplus would be greatly 
increased. At that time, these banks were not 
bound to pay any interest on their deposites. These 
accumulations of public money were loaned out by 
them to individuals; whilst all the profits arising 
from such loans went into the pockets of their 
stockholders. A wild spirit of speculation was thus 
fostered, which threatened to destroy the regular 
business of the country, and to convert our public 
domain into paper money. The enormous evils of 
this system were palpable. The banks were then 
inflicting deep injurics upon the country, by the 
manner in which they used this money, and it was 
every day becoming more and more uncertain 
whether they would. be able to meet the demands 
of the Government when called upon for this pur- 
pose. one 

Under these peculiar circumstances, what was to 
be done? We were compelled to choose between 
two great evils. We must either have suffered the 
money to remain in the banks, and subjected the 
country to the consequences; or, it became our duty 
to deposite if with the States, and give them the 
advantage of using it until it should be required by 
the wants of the Government. No other practical 
alternative could be presented. For my own part, 
I felt no hesitation in making my choice. 

‘At thattime it seemed to have been admitted by 
every Senator, that, as a general system, it would 
be extremely dangerous to the country annually to 
distribute the surplus in the Treasury among the 
States. No voice was raised in favor of such a 
principle. Jt was universally condemned, . As a 


plan of general policy;-a worse © 
devised. If pursned, it: must, ina v 
destroy the character of ‘this ‘Governme: 
“once be established, and all men ean see the 
; table. consequences. “Every Senator and: 
‘Representative will then. come “to: Congre: 
«strong feelings directly hostile to the best in i 
of thé Federal- Government. Instead of Having 
our eyes exclusively fixed ‘upon those great nati 
al objects entrusted to our care by the Cénst 
tion; we, would be. more or less than men. if we 
could: banish from. our minds the consideration 
that ‘the full amount of every appropriation for. 
such - purposes, would be so’ much'deducted from 
the surplus to which the réspective States would: 
be entitled at the close of the year. -The question ` 
will. then be not merely what appropriations are 
-necessary to promote the general interests of the 
country, but, blended with this question, will be 
another—how much can be withheld from these 
purposes, and to what extent can the dividend of 
our own States be thus increased?. For example, 
a proposed fortification will cost half a millions in 
voting for or against it, the consideration will-né- . 
cessariiy obtrude itself, would jt not be better, * 


F would it not be productive of more geod, to dis- 


tribute this sum among our own States? In peace, 
it is our duty.to-prepare for war. With this view, 
a proposition is made to increase onr navy. . This 
may be necessary to protect our commeree,-and'to 
present such an array of our power-to foreign na- 
tions, that they. will not dare to injure our’citizens, 
or to. insult our. flag upon the ocean. In voting 
-upon such a proposition, how easily may wede- 
lude ourselves with ‘the idea that there is no dan- 
ger, and that the country will derive more real be- 
nefit from expending the necessary amount upon . 
railroads and Canals in the respective States. Eve- 
ry dollar which can he withdrawn from the General 
Government is a dollar given to the States. Esta- 
blish this policy, and you set up a principle, to use 
a Senatorial word, antagonistical to the constitu- 
tional and. efficient exercise of-the powers ofthe 
Federal Government. You will thus paralyze the 
energies of this Government, and reduce it. to al- 
most the same fecble condition in which it was: 
placed under the old articles of confederation. Can 
the Senator from South Carolina (Mr. Calhoun) 
deny—has he denied that this would be the effect 
of such a system? Under its operation, will it not 
always be a question how much will this or will 
that appropriation for national purposes deduct 
from State dividends? You thas present to the 
very agents selected to administer the Federal Go- 
vernment the strongest- temptation to violate their 
duty. 

The deposite bill of the last session was adyoca- 
ted upon the principle that it was to. be a single 
operation, and to be justificd alone upon the ex- 
treme necessity which then existed. What is now 
the state of the case? This amendment has been 
engrafted by the- House upon an ordinary appro- 
priation bill. From the very nature of such bills, 
they ought to be, and generally are, confined to 
gran‘s of money for the execution of existing laws, 
and for carrying into effect the settled policy of the 
country. To unite this deposite section in the same 
bill, with the apprepriations necessary to complete 
our system of fortifications, is to declare to the 
world that. it has become a part of our settled poli- 
cy. Does any necessity now exist for the adoption 
of such a measure? Are we now placed -in thé 
same situation in which we were at the last session 
of Congress? Will there be any’ surplus in the ` 
Treasury on the first of January next, bevond five 
millions? Has this fact been ascertained? Shadows, 
clouds, and darkness rest upon thé question. Whe-" 
ther there will be cr not is uncertain, contingent, 
dependent upon the action ef Congress, and upon 
the speculations in the publie jands. My own 
impression is, that, if there should be a surplus, it 
will be comparatively small; unless. this very pro- 
position fot its deposite with the States should be 
the means of creating or enlarging it, by defeating 
the: passage of important bills for the defence and 
benefit of the country. What necessity now cxists 
for the adoption of this measare? If there shall be 
a surplus when Congress meet on the Ist of De- 
cember next, it will then be tine encuph to pre vide 


272 


4th Cone... 


> APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL. GLOBE. 


Distribution Question—Mn. Buchanan. 


“Feb. 1837. 


Senate. 


page 


‘sate. is; 
: ‘the Constitition its daily. bread.. It has already be- 
come so familiar to us that Senators are now will- 
“ing to insert it in an ordinary appropriation bill, 
and thus make it the settled policy of the country, 
Ht should be ike exception, not the rale. Above 
all, it is a remedy to which we ought never to re- 
‘sort uhtil we know that a surplus exists, or are ab- 
solutely certain that it will exist. Suficient for 
the day is the evil thereof. : 


Ishall not now speak ‘of the unhappy influence. 


which this system of distribution would exert upon 
‘the State Governments themselves, because I have 
not risen to make a general speech, but merely to 


place my own conduct in relation to this. subject in 


ist true light. : s 
And now, sir, permit me again to to express my 
sorrow that the Senator from Kentucky; (Mr. Clay) 
had not been willing to postpone this question, and 
to wait witil the next session. Then his land bill 
might be presented to Congress under brighter auspi- 
‘ees than it has:ever been heretofore. If a choice is 
to be made between that bill and a system of distri- 
‘buting sarpluses, it will not be dificult for me to 
decide 
between the two. If you grant the proceeds of the 
public lands to the States as their right, this is one 
,source of revenue which you withdraw from the 
control of Congress. Our sysiem of policy would 
thús be rendered fixed and stable. We could then 
‘accommodate our duties on imports to the necessary 
expenses of the Government, and our tarif would 
not be subject to those perpetual changes which 


“must ever exist while. we derive a portion of our, 


revenue from such a fluctuating source as that of 
_ the public lands.. The States would receive this 
money, net asa matter of bounty, bat of right. 
They wonld, therefore, not feel dependent for it 
upon the General Government. Nearly all the 
evils attendant upon a distribution of the surpluses 
would thus forever be avoided; and Congress would 
then be compelled to raise the revenue necessary 
to defray the expenses of the Government from the 
‘customs and from other taxes. This would intro- 
ducea wholesome spirit of ecenomy into onr coun- 
cils, without making it the inlerest of the Senators 


‘and. Representatives in Congress to array themselves , 


against appropriations for objects of a national 
character. I should, therefore, have rejoiced, had 
the Senator fron Kentucky adhered to his land bill 
and opposed this amendment, which, if it should 
prevail, must destroy that measure. For my own 
“part, I Shall vote to strike this amendment from the 


bill withont the slightest apprehension of subjecting ` 


mysclf to the charge of incousistency. 
Ata subsequent stage of the debate on the same 
question, in reply to Mr. Catnoun: 


OF o 


that 


stat the Senator jn faet, if not in pro- 
fe , wasone of the vary beat tarif men in the 

count Lei him succeed ia. supporting this 

amendment whici has been adopted by the Honse; 
> Jet him succeed in establishing a system of distribu- 
tion as the seitied policy of the conntry;. and then 
what will be the inevitable consequence? High 
taxes upon imports will be ntained for the 
purpose of raising money to distribute. We shall 
no longer hear of reducing the revenue of the 
country to is necessary expenditure. We shall 
then have no diiiculty in. disposing of the surpine. 
Tt will go th sasa matter of conse, and our 
whole 3} ronment will thus be changed. 


For i (said Mr, B.) I showd be 
sorry to pelow-the proper limit,” I 


amin f ne to our domestic industry 
ction which canbe yielded 
eveuue necessary for the wants of 

Indeed, if any thing could: re- 
the doctrines of the Senater, it 
the protection which they must nee 
fo our manufactures. Let this amend- 
the Senate as it has already passed the 
House, and. who ean believe that the tariff will 
ever be reduced? If all the surplus money which 
ean be collected by this Government is to be dis- 


There is, in my judgment, no comparison: 


tribeted among the several States, this will perpe- 
tate high duties for ever. Itis not, however, either 
my Intention or my wish to quarrel with him on 
this account. If he will, by advocating this sys- 
tem-of polisy, foree:upon us a high tariff, my con- 
stituents will bear their part of the dispensation 
With Christian fortitude: ` : e 
Tam sorry now-to beleve in the truth of the 
@eciaration of the Senator from Missouri, (Mr. 
-Benton,) that the land bill is a lifeless corpse. -I 
have clupg to that measure, through good report 
and through evil report, until ithas been abandoned 
-by all its other friends, and I am left as the only 
monrner of its unhappy fate. Dead and gone, as it 
‘appears to be, Tshall-notdo its memory so much 
injustice as to compare it with the system of distri- 
bution which its former friends have now adopted 
‘In iis stead. 
The land bill would be the safety valve, the re- 
| gulator of our system of revenue and expenditure, 
without inflicting any of the evils on the Federal 
Government which must flow from annual distribu- 
tion of the surplus in the Treasury. 


What is the theory of our Government under 
the Constitution? Congress possesses the power to 
levy and collect taxes. For what purpose? To 
accomplish the great objects specified in the Con- 
stitution. ‘This power of levying taxes carries 
with it an immense responsibility. The represen- 
tatives of the people, when they know that all the 
money they appropriate must he taken from the 
pockets of their constituents, will be careful to ex- 
-pend it with economy and discretion. But we 
possess a vast reservoir of wealth in cur public 
lands, so irregular to its current that, in one year, 
it pours inte the public treasury twenty millions, 
and in the next it contributes but one-tenth of that 
sum. This devanges all onr legislation, and ren- 
| ders all the great interests of the country fluctu- 
ating and insecure. It encourages extravagant ap- 
propriations by Congress, and banishes economy 
from our legislation, It leaves every interest 
in doubt and uncertainty. This year, when we 
have more money than we know how to expend, 
we hear the cry that the tarif must be reduced ; 
the revenue must be diminished to the necessary 
expenditures of the Government; protection must 
be withdrawn from our manufactures. The next 
year, perhaps, there may be a reaction. Specula- 
lion in the public lands may have exhausted itself, 
and the reccipts of the Treasury from this source 
may be greatly dimmished. What comes then? 
The tariff must be raised; the duties on imports 
must be increased to meet the necessary wants of 
the Government. Thus the public mind is kepi in 
j a perpetual state of excitement. No domestic. in- 
terest can calculate upon anv fixed and steady pro- 
tection, We are in a state of continual doubt; 
public opinion fluctuating with the fluctuations in 
tes of the public lan None of the great 
interests of the country can ever flourish, unless 
they can-calculate, with seme degree of confidence 
upon some steady and certain course of legislation 
in relation to themselves. Now, sir, a distribution 


would remedy all-these evils, and correct all these 
anomalies of our system. It would secure to us a 
settled poligy upon which the country mightrely. 
Tt would draw off from the General’ Government 
this eccentric source of revenue, and distribute it 
among the States. We should. then be left where 
the Constitution intended to place us. The Govern- 
i would then be administered on its original 
iples... All our expenditures wonld then be de- 
ed from the taxes which we might impose on the 
people; and the tariff would-thus be rendered fixed 
and certain. Whatever protection might then be 
aforied would be stable. Under such circum- 
stances, an incidental protective duty, comparative- 
ly small, would be of more real value than a mnch 
larger one, subject to all the risk and uncertainty 
| which now exist: A manufacturer, whilst embark- 
ingin business, would not then dread lest the policy 
of Congress might change before he could get into 
successful operation. “There would then be no 
taxes raised from-the people to be distributed among 
the people... We-should hear no more of surpluses. 

Combinining some:such. a-disposition of the pro- 


-Him who best understood human nature; 


proceeds of the pablis landsamong the States . 


ceeds of the public lands with an arrangement as 
to the lands themselves, which would be satisfacto= 
ry to the new States, the system might thereby be 
rendered perfect and permanent. I aia stfongly 
impressed with a belief that a plan might be de- 
vised which would meet the approbation of all 
reasonabie men in the new. States, whilst the just 
rights of the old States would be amply secured. 
But all hopes of such a consummation has almost 


: departed. The friends of the land bill have cast it 


aside. Even the Senator from Kentucky has aban- 
doned the promising child which he had adopted 


_and nursed so Jong and so tenderly, and is now ca- 


ressing and cherishing the ill-favored bantling which 
is now before the Senate. 


Has any argument which I urged when J first 
addressed the Senate been answered by the gentle- 
man from South Carolina? (Mr. Calhoun.) He 
says that it is a reflection upon the virtue and 
patriotism of the American people and their re- 
presentatives, to suggest that they would with- 
hold the necessary appropriations from, the Fede- 
ral Government, because the States might expect 
to receive what would remain unexpended in the 
Treasury at the conclusion of each year. Can 
this inference be fairly drawn from my argument? 
Every wise legislator, of every age, in framing 
any plan of government, has always taken care 
that the duty of those who were to administer it 
should not clash with their interests. In other 
words, that those who were to work the. machine 
should not have any strong feeling opposed to its 
successful operation. Man, in his bêst state, is 
buta frail being. If you place his interest upon 
the one side, and his duty upon the other, the 
history of the human race abtndantly proves, 
that he has too often abandoned his principles 
for the sake of promoting his private advantage. 
Lead us not into temptation, was the prayer of 
Am I, 
then, ło be charged with reflecting upon the 
American people, because I believe they will be 
influenced by the motives which have swayed ail 
mankind from the beginning? What wise man 
would ever think of establishing a Constitution 
which would place the interest of the governors in 


-opposition to a correct and efficient administration 


of the Government? Would not this be emphati- 
cally the case, if you say to the Senators and Re- 
presentatives in Congress that you shall have every 
doliar of surplus in’ the Treasury at the end of 
each year, for the use of your own. States, which 
you can withhoid from national objects? I would 
ask the Senator, if he were about to erect a honse, 
and desired to have it clegantly and substantially 
built, whether he would puta given amount for 
that purpose inte the hands of his agent, upon con- 
dition that the whole'surplus which he could save 
should be his own property? This would be ofer- 
ing him a premium to be faithless to his trust. No, 
sir; I deny that, in applying to the American peo- 
pie the Jaws which govern human nature generally, 
Lam treating them with disrespect. I merely say 
that they are mortal men, and not angels. I should 
be the last man to distrust their patriotism, because 
I firmly believe that, comparing them with the rest 
of mankind, they are, in the mass, more pure and 
more virtuous than any other. nation upon the face 
of the earth. 


Our own history presents us a 
upon this subject. Let us refer wc the days of the 
confederation; and what was then the state of 
things? Did the different State Governments pay 
into the Federal Treastiry their contingents, 
which were due upon every fair principle ? 
Would the debts of the Revolntien have ever been , 
discharged, had the old confederacy continued to 
exist? No, sir. The members of the State Le- 
gislatures refused to tax the people of the respective 
States for these purposes. They were placed in 
such a position that- their duty to the Government 
of the confederation was at war with the interest 
of their constituents; and the consequence was, 
that Government became a mere shadow—dasti- 
tute of power, and incapable of performing jts. 
most necessary functions. Yet these men who re- | 


usefal lesson 


fused to perform their duties, were the very men 
. Who had perilled every thing in the cause of Jiberiy 
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I voted for the deposite bill of the last session on || & CUTIVE ADMINISTRATION. Scations of a truly greay man, which alone eouté © him and 
guard him from these misiortines—for man, pow obie 


the very principles then maintained by the Senator 
from South Carolina.. At that time we heard 
nothing from him which would authorize us to 
infer that he intended to make the extreme medi- 
cine of the Constitution its daily bread. 

(Mr, Catioun here explained. He said that the 
bill introduced by him at the last session contained 
a distribution for several years. 

Mr. B. continued: 1 was perfectly aware of that 
fact; but with whom did this portion of his bill find 

ı favor? Is it not notorious that he-abandonad it him- 

„self? He advoested the bill as an extteme remedy 
for an extremé case, and justified the measure from 
its absolute necessity. $ 

The patient was then in a state of the most 
alarming plethora. The danger of apoplexy was 
imminent. We bled him copiously in order to 
save his life. But now, if we are to believe my 
friend from Georgia, (Mr. King) whose opinions 
upon this subject are entifled to great considera- 
tion, our patient will ere long be as lank and lean 
as the knight of La Mancha. He is now threaten- 
ed witha galloping consumption.” Shall we then, 
Sangrado like, continue to bleed? When the 
symptoms change, the treatment should be differ- 
ent. Although I do not concur with the Senator 
from Georgia, in the opinion he has expressed in 
regard to the fnture state of the Treasury, yet I 
cannot perceive the least necessity, under existing 
circumstances, to pass another deposite bill. I can 
‘never consent to make that which was an excep- 
tion, under a peculiar state of things, the general 
tule of our conduct. Tt is so rendered still more 
emphatically by attaching this amendment to a 
common appropriation bill. If yon introduce this 
policy, asa general system, yon will change the 
whole theory and practice of our Government. 

What effect will this principle probably produce 
upon the State Governments at home? “They are 
now frugal and careful of the people’ money, be- 
cause their expenditures are derived from taxes 
levied upon: the people. The members of the 
State Legislatures are placed in that condition of 

| responsibility to their immediate constituents 
| which necessarily secures prudence and economy 
in making appropriations. But let the flood gates 
of the National Treasury be opened, let copious 
_ steams of money flow in upon them, and you will 
have wild and extravagant schemes for Spending it, 
| whieh may be ruinous to the States themselves. 
i They will thus involve themselyes in debts, and 
fely upon the National Treasury to pay them. 
This will produce pressure upon their Senators and 
representatives in Congress, to get as much as they 
ean from the General Government, and give as 
little as they can to national objects. 
“I would pat a question to my friend from Ar- 
* kansas, (Mr. Sevier.) We have removed and are 
~ aboutremoving all the Indians east of the Misai: 
| sippi to the country west of his State and that of 
Í 


Missouri» These turbulent and restless savages 
will all be embodied on the Western frontier of 
_ these States. The Government are bound by every 
principle to yield their citizens protection. Chiefly 
for this necessary purpose the Senate has passed a 
"bill to increase the rank and file of the army. 
Does the Senator believe that the bill will ever be- 
Come a law, should we adopt the system of distri- 
buting surpluses among the States? 
» [Mr. Benton exclaimed, “never, never.”] 

The two principles are as much opposed to each 
otheras light and darkness. If the.surplus derived 
from taxation is to be annually given to the States, 
all appropriations in Congress will fail, unless such 
as may be made under the pressore of immediate 
‘and pressing necessity. 

T voted for the deposite bill Jast year, because 
‘no other practicable mode existed of relieving the 
[reasury, and removing the money from the depo- 
Site banks; but no such necessity now exists,- No 
‘han now knows whether there will be a surplus or 
‘fot. If there shontd be, as I think there will, it will 
‘be small, vn’ess, indeed, this very bill should create 
il, by defeating those measures in the other House 
Decessary fcr the defence of the country, and the 
uction cf the revenue to the standard of our ex- 
ditures, 


SPEECH OF MR. WISE, 


s Or Vireini 
[Reported by Mr. Wise for the National Intelligencer.) 
In House of Representatives, Tuesday, December 13, 1337, 
Mr, Wise offered the following resolution 

Iesolved, That so much of the President's message as re- 
ites to the Condition of the various Executive Departments, the 
ability and integrity with which they have been conducted, the 
Vigilant and faithful discharge of the public business in ail of 
them, and tha causes of complaint from any quarter at the 
manner in which they have fulfilled the objects of their eren- 
tion, be referced to a select committee, to consist of nine mem. 
berg with power to send for persons and papers, and with 
Instructions to inquire into the condition of the various Ex- 
ecutive Departments, the ability and integrity with which they 
have been conducted, into the manner in which the public 
business has been discharged in all of them, and into all 
causes of complaint from any quarter, atthe manner in whieh 
said Departments, or their business, or offices, or any of their 
officers or agents, ‘of every description whatever, directly or in. 
directly connected with them in any manner, officially or unofl 
cially, in duties pertaining to the public interest, have fulfilled, 
or failed to accomplish, the objects of their creation, or have 
violated thelr duties, or have injured or impaired the public sar- 
viceand interest. “And that said committee, in its inquiries, 
May refer to such periods of ime asto them may stem expedi. 
entand proper. 

Mr. WISE then addressed the House 

Me. Ciairman: Iu submitting the res 
which I have seni to the Chair, Pde itmy 
reflections to the House and to the count: 

Sir, thie paper ig the last annual n nilrew Jackson, 
‘The contemplation of it as such is deeply alleciing to the sin- 
core lover of him, and solemnly mournful to the honest lover of 
his country. 

What should the last annual message of Andrew Jackson 
have been? Who is he; what has he heen? The answer to this 
question ought to determine what this last aet of its Kind of his 
should have been. 

‘A man of humble byt respectable origin, he was born in the 
times of his country’s travail for independence, Tis precocious 
Spirit of resistance to oppression marked his infant body with 
the sears of the revolution. After the times which tried mess 
souls had passed away, after the blessings of freedom hud been 
secured by all the muniments of the institutions o! our fathers, 
the fruits of peace, an virtue, ond dl jealous patriot: 
ism, afer varied and checkere! scenes of private and public 
life, undera destiny adverse only aw it was full ofdan- 
gers, in zamey notolympie, in conte We find him 
inthe miki of his country’s second troubles, a ci.izen soldier, a 
Major General of the army of the Republic. 

He was ambitious of fame; and as long as mankind shall 
continue to bestow m re liberal applause or their destroyers 
than on their benefactors, the thirst of military glory will ever 
be the vice of the most exalted characters.” “A bold, energetic, 
and dauntless commander, he carried conquest, in spite of all 
dangers and d ficulties into the wilderness of the exvage tribe 
ofthe southern frontier; was the daring but successful andj usti- 
fied invador ofa neutral territory, and finally * filled the measure 
of his country’s glory” in defence of Orleans, where he assumed 
to be the arbiter of martial law, the judge advocate 
allegiance—where he conquered the conquerors of Napole: 
where he professed and practised submis 
ed the title of Hero. 
r-boaght debt o. 


s follow: 
ution of reference 
y to offer some 


ion to the civil autho- 
And there was 


nity, and where he aequ 
ed, I will not say “a d 
his counter 

“Tail, 


ond Saviour!” was shouted from the lips of eve- 
ry grateful heart, aad echoed from every hilt 

was emblazoned high on the roils of imperishable 
tary fame, and peace was quick to hallow his victory. Wi 
peace his warlike occupations were gone, but civil honore were 
showered and thickened around him. From the camp he rose 
to a seat in the Senate chamber—for then the Senate chamber 
was higher than the vamp. He bore, or seemed to bear, b 
honors patiently ; but al} that hail been done, or could be done, 
it seemed, wasnot enough for him in the estimation of a geno 
rous people. He was nominated for the first place on earth— 
the Presidency of these united, sovereign, and independent 
States of Americ for then the: ates mere united, sere: 
eign and independent, Civilians and sintesien, of proude 
names and stations, were hie compstitors, but he was the Pr 
PLA'S CANDIDATH Against men in office, against te powers 
that wereyagainst their intrizues, their patronage, and their 
caucuses; and in consideration thereot, and of hisjust appella- 
tion of Hero, he was most popular anil s'rongest in the plu- 
rality of votes. Me was defeated—defeated here, in this Hail, 
in the House of Representatives, by men such as we are— 
what we, the representatives of the people, are, I will not nan: 
—by means L will not describe. It is sufficient to say, that the 
manner of his defeat was not only enongh to ensure his sub- 
sequent triumph, butto rivet him immovably, right or wrong, 
in the hearts of his countrymen for ever. He berame the cham- 
vion of popular rights and the elective franchise, against office 
holders and office seekers—the favorite pet of the people, who 
was to scourge bribery and corruption, whose name Was to be 
a terror toall eyil-doers, whore policy was to be retrenchment 
and reform, by whom'the independence of Congress of Execu- 
tive patronage was to be maintained, by’ whom that patronage 
was to be curtailed to harmlessness, and in whom “the line of 
safe precedents” was to be broken and des coyed. Me 
swept and rushed along on the roaring tide of an overwhelming 
popularity high up into office, on. the second flood, and that 
popularity has never deserted him—no fickleness iu it, it has 
never retired for a moment: notwithstanding strong winds 
hich have blown from every point of the compass, and op- 
posing currents in every Virection, it has contliued to swell and 
swell, until it has become a flooil—I will: o: say which threat- 

He came into power professing and pro- 

n sical democratic principles 
ad to him the closer, 
i confidehice—I wilinot say 
a tried it to the uttermost. U 


have pulup prayers to be sare 


friends from whom he shou! 
ous qual 


Twill not say tint he wae lacking in those mag: 


eke ti 
ations, ànd his virtue! 
Init misloruübs they” 


is weak upder the most ordinary temy 
muat be strong who presides in ap 
were. j 
So it was. he was būoyel up ia the affectione of tesoverel 
people. Has be done wrong? Te wan popular, , Has he do 
worse than wrona? He was popular, and he was the President 
who could do no wrong. in whom poptiiarity was joined With 
power and patronase, Has rudileaa proscription for opiaion’s 
sake tursed faithful publie servants aut of their employment 
and snatched {rom the mouthe of their families their bread’ 
We are told the President ordered the removals, and the people 
had sanctioned proscription! Has favoritism filled the vacan- 
cies which proscription has made with the servile tools of 
to do the bidding of power? We are told that the Presidgat had 
sneed ofhis owa Triends, and (hat the people have sanctioned the 
maxim, "that to the victors belong the spoils? Have the high- 
est and richest oflices, worth more than half a million, been, be- 
stowed as rewards apon members of Congress, and has *cor- 
ruption become the order of the day?” We are told that the 
President was the best judge of the selection of high functiona- 
d that the people have sanctioned the “order of the 
day!" As “tillthe reign of Severus, the virtue, andeyen the 
good sense, of the Emperors had been distinguished by their 
zeal ov aifected reverence for the Roman Senate, and by a ten: 
der regard to the niee frame of civil policy instituted by Augus- 
7 3o had, the virtue and cven the good senge of precedi 
Jents, till the reign of Andrew Jackson, been distinguish 
nce for the American Sonate, and by a 
tender regard for the nice frame of civil policy iwtiuited by the 
fathers of our Republic! Had “ his youth,” like that of Seve- 
rus, “been trained in the implicit obedience of camps, and his 


ros 
by their zeal and re 


riper years epent in the despotiem of military command! could 
ot his haughty and inflexible spirit dacover, ov would ha not 
kuewledge, the advantage of preserving an intermediate 


however imaginary, betwecn, the Emperor and the 
theveigh of Severus was “the Senate filled Wih 
Uslaves from the eastern (and T may add 
southern) provinces, who justified personal Natieey hy #poeula- 
tive principles ofservitudé!””. Have the layers of his reign, 
whom I will not call Papinians, or Paulusses, or Ulpians, * con- 
curredin teaching thatthe imperial authority washeld not by the 
delegated commission, but hy the irrevocuble resignation of the 
Senate? and that the Emperor might destroy vested rights and * 
the incorporations of law by his sic velo?” We age told that 
the aristocratic Senate had dared to offend the majesty of the 
Prosident, and dit the people have sanctioned the word “ex. 
4 enee of Congress been (orally destroy- 


power, 
anny 
politked and elaqu 


punge!” Has the indepen i 
ed by corrupt bribesand the power of appointing members to of- 
fico! We are tol ditt the representatives af die peuple nre ne~ 


to do the will of the Presdent, and Wat (he people have 
imed the creed that there can Le no treason to the country 
solong us there is fidelity to “the party.” Mas the President 

assumed the responsibility,” seized the custody and the cen 
trol of the public money in d-fiance of all law and precedent, 
and placed thom in the hinds vfa traitor, and a perjured knave’ 
We are told that the monster bank was Ais enemy, and that the 
people have sanctioned the “union of the purse and the sword.” 
Has he assumed to himself judicial powers and the prerogative 
to adininister the Taws and the Coxstitudon according 10 his 
own interpretation and his own irresponsible will? We are 
told that the President’ conscience one is concerned in their 
exceution, and that the people have sanctioned in him the 

power of Imperial Magistrate. As Imperial Magistrate hag 

ie “assumed the conduct and style of a sovereign and cone 
queror, anıl exercised, without disguise, the whole fegislative 
as well as executive power!” We aro told thatthe President is 
“the Government,” and that the people have sanctioned the 
pretension that #1; offices and their power are Aig! Mare the 
expenditures of his administration Increased and grawn ener- 
manly beyond all example, fo thirty-eight millions from fifteen 
millions, withouta centof publ'c debt to be paid? Weare told 
that the President is the best juilge of (he wante of thy county, 
and*that the pesple have eancsionesdt wasteful and profligate 
extrayaganee! Haye thougants and hundreds of thousands 
been expended on east rooms, and gravel walke, and all the 
regalia of a palace in fact, for a republican officer in form? 
We nre told that the Presidents Court should bo as eplandid 
as any King’s, and that the people have sanctioned royally! 
Has die patronage of the Federal Government been tre- 
mendonsiy increased and exerted in conflict with {he -freedarn 
of elections? We are told that the reign af ihe President should 
be perpetuated, and that the people have sanctioned the ir- 
ence of ofice holders with the elective franchive! Tew 
trreney of the country been totally deranged? and is there 
r ola univerzal crash in trade and finance? We are told. 
that the President's gollen experiment, must he fully, tested to 
our hearis? cantent, and that the people have sanctioned the 
nyerte | pyramid” of local bank paper gage, which threatens 
t-totterover our heads! Ias “the fine theory of a Republic 
inseneibly vanished, and made way for the more natural nnd 
eubstantial feelings of a monarchy?’ We are told that the 
President may be x King by the will of the people, and that 
the people have already consented to the change! Has: the 
President been “ freed from the restraint of civil lawr, can he 
command by his arbitrary will the lives and fortnmes of ghis 
subjects, and,” finally, “hae he disposed of the empire as of his 
private patrimony,” by nominating and electing his succes- 
sor? We are told that the President wir entitled to hia right 
of election as well as other men, and that the people have sinc- 
tioned and submitted to his dictation! 

Sir, let me not be misunderstood, Let no one infer thatT am 
indulzing în any tirate againat the President or that] gn vent- 
ing any spleen whatever. Nosir, no, Far, farbe it from bae 
noie, ñon when it ia too late, if ever at was right and proper to 
indulge instronger invective against a Chief Magistrate than 
truth and patrio ism required, Me of whom T peak ipt 
deeply regret, now lying on the conch of human suffering: the 
Jast, I fear, from what 1 am toll, of his evfferinge in this worl 
ofsorrow. L100 have served him with more than half the geal 
Tever served amore amnipotent master We wil’, if he lives, 
soon retire from the palace of power, eA resign all the pom 
anil ereun eel and station into other handa, whic! 
are to reign after him, God grant, sir, that hie retirement m 
be thar peacefil and calm and blensed retirement, from the ha- 
rassing cares of office, which bolonge to wisdom, Wirtue, and the 
conccioncness of beine a public honefartor—sueh ae was iiite 

1 inthe examples of a Wart 
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end ‘the decline’ of his days in solemn reflections upon the 
pend 0e gonn of a long life, most actively spent in deeds big 
‘with the fate of a country he has defended, and ef its institutions 
“hallowed by the wisdom ofsages, and consecrated by the blood 
ofheroes.”’ . May he live long to witness the effects:of his errors, 
if errors hé hag committed, te acknowledge and repent of them; 


and in like manner to enjoy the blessings of his administration, . 


‘if ofany blessings it has been frultful. “No, sir; my meaning is 
not now te condemn the President, but to defend the people. 
‘This is the sole object of the questions I have pat. Z do not 
‘Mieanto accuse the President of al) these enormities against ci- 
vil liberty, of which I have asked—Is he guilty? Nor do T ad- 
mit, ifhe is guilty of them, that the people have sanctioned all 
or any which I have enumerated. But, sir, I merely state the 
fact, that theparty who claim to hold him in keeping, and to 
hold on to his power after him, claim and tell us that the people 
have yielded every thing worth preserving, and have sanctioned 
all these enormities, and more, and worse. What their object 
may be in admitting these encroachments, and in claiming that 
the people have sanctioned and approved them, 1 know not, 
unless they mean hereafter to rely upon most “unsafe prece- 
dents!” The fact is alarmingly. so, that these claims are now 
sel up, going so far as to asperse the people, whom they affect 80 
much to reverence, with approving and sanctioning proscrip- 
tion, corruption, arbitrary power, the destruction of the 
checks and balances of the Government, profligate exlrava 
ance inits administration, Executive dictution, royalty it- 
‘self, and a caucus succession in an elective monarchy! Inad- 
vance, I warn them that I now deny the fact that the people 
have sanctioned or approved of any such unpardonable sins 
egainst them or their only bulwarks of safety, If this people 
have yielded already what “the party” claim, they would have 
yizlded all. for which their fathers fought; and those fathers 
would rise, ifthe mighty dead could rise, from their very graves 
to reproach their debased degeneracy, and their cruel injustice 
alike to them and all posterity. . 

T have done no wrong to Jackson, then, as all candid minds 
will bear me witness; I have given him credit for “every cap- 
tive he has brought to Rome.” At the same time $ do not 
mean to say he has not committed many grievous errors. For 

‘many of them I can well account, though I cannot pardon. 
We are taught in history that “ suspicious princes often promote 
the, last of mankind from vain persuasion, that those who have 
no dependence, except on their favor, will have no attachment, 
except to. the person of their benefactor.’ Thus were the 
Perennises and Cleauders promoted by a Commodus, and such 
ministers were well qualified to drive tram the esteem ef such 
a prince the “faithful counsellors to whom a Marcus had re- 
commended his son.” ‘The one © a servile and ambidious mi- 
nister, who had obtained his post by the murder of his prede- 
Cessor, but who possessgd a considerable shere of vigor and 
ability;” the other “ wasa Phrygian by birth, of a maion over 
hose stubborn but servile temper blows only could prevail 
He had been sent from his native country to Rome inthe capa- 
city ofa slave. As a slave he entered the imperial palace, 
rendered himself useful to his masters’ passions, and rapidly 
ascended to the most exalted station which a subject could en- 
joy. His influence over the mind of Commodus was much 
yeater than that of his predecessor. Avarice was the reign- 
bg passion of his soul, and the great principle of his adininis- 
tration. The rank of consul, of patrician, of senator was ex- 
posed to public sale. Zn the lucrative provincial employ- 
nents the minister shared with the governor the spoils of the 
people. . The execution of the laws was venal and arbitrary,” 
Ts it astonishing that, with ministers like those of Conimodus, 
“tempted as they were by the public money in deposite, and by 
the:vast public domain of this nation, stretching over rivers 
and lakes, and prairies of unbounded extent and in 
fertility, Jackson was duped, and the public deposites w 
moved within reach of Perennis and Cleander? A } 
ianeident hithe: history of this same Emperor, very similar to 
the one in ihe history of our own President, accounts lor his 
hostility to. (he Roman Sonate. One evening, as the Emperor 
was returning to the palace through a dark and narrow portico, 
in the amphitheatre, an assassin, who waited his passage, 
rushed upon him with a drawn sword, loudly exelaimiig, 
<t Phe Senate sends you this.’ Phe conspiracy was proved to 
have been formed not in the Senate, but within the walls of the 
palace,” But “ the words of the assassin sunk deep into the 
~ mind of Commodus, and Jeft an indelible impression of fear 
and hatred against the whole body of the Senate. The Dela- 
tois, a race of men discouraged, and almost ext nguished un- 
der the former reigns, again became formidable as soon as they 
discovered that the Emperor was (desirous of finding disaflec- 
tion and treason in the Senate,” _weall know that in the 
snapying of a percussion cap the President heard distinctly the 
words, The Senate sends you this’’—that that detestable race 
of men called Delators were ready to swear that the conspiracy 
was formed in the Senate; and, if there was not a better reason, 
erhaps to the act of a madman now coufined in prison might 
e ascribed the President’s past hostility to the Senate. But 
thereis a better reason. “By declaring themselves the’ pro- 
tectors.of the people, Marius ‘and Cæsar subverted the Consti- 
tution of their country? And, perhaps, in the historiesof Ma- 
rius and Cæsar, our modern Cleanders learned that an “ haem. 
ble and disarmed? Senate is. always “ found a tractable and 
usoful instrument of dominion.? 
in a certain event, if the election. of ‘President had failed in 
this House, an “humbled and disarmed Senate” might have 
be-n found—a “tractable and useful instrument,” indeed, to 
elect an Elagabalus, under whom another lierocles might 
‘have enjoyed the honor of being “empress, husband;” 
under whom “a dancer might have been made preefect of. the 
city, a charioteer prefect of the watch, a barber priefect of the 
provisions,” and all “recommended as fit officers—enor mi- 
tate membrorum!” Sir, I might enumerate numberless such 
excuses for numberless such errors of the President, or rather 
ofthe President’s ministers. But enough has been said, and 
I mean not to condemn or accuse him, I repeat, but to defend 
the people, whom “the party” accuse and condefan. 


If it be true, as we are told, and Io not say it Is not trae, - 


and ’ 


that the President has made and unmade men m office, has ` 


proscribed the faithful, has corrupted the pure. has humbled ` 


and disarmed the Senate, has made the Mouse of Representa- 
lives servile and dependent, has seized and squandered the 
public, money, has deranged the currency and endangered 
every man’s estate, has controlled elections, has assumed 
royal prerogatives, made himselfa king anda king his suc- 
cessor; and if it be also’ true, which F utterly deny, that the 
people have sanctioned all this exeicise of absolute peower, I 
ask gentlemen of all parties, these even who claim to be the 
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exclusive keegers of the king’s conscience, if this does not 
prove one virtue—the virtue of constancy, at least, In the 

people? Have they not been censtani and confiding beyond 

measure in their atiachment to Aim?. Has their fault not been 

in too much confidence and constancy? $ j 

If what they say be true, and it is a main argument with 
them, that “the voice of the people is the voice ol God;” that, 
whatevér Jackson has done tkey have sanctioned; that ke 
spake, and they willed it; that he vetoed, and they voted with 
him; that he dictated, and they obeyeil, is this not proof posi- 
tive that their affections and their voices have ever sustained 
have ever animated, have ever indulged, have ever justified 
andexcused him? Such unexampled confidence, such unex- 
ampled constancy, such unexampled attachment and affection 
were never witnessed heforein any people towards any ruler; and 
I put it to the candor and sense of justice of all men to say 
whether what the people have yielded to their favorite has not’ 
been more, trebly more, than reward enough for all his ser- 
vices and sacrifices, however great? Admitting the debt of 
their gratitude to him to have been ever so great, I ask if the 
debt has not been more than paid? Whether the President 
dees not now owe more than he can ever pay toa generous 
people, who have confidingly, to a criminal degree, entrusted 
him with their all—their honors, their rights, their liberties, 
their sovereign power? Sir, what can one aged man, fast 
hurrying to the grave, pay toa people in consideration of what 
all the treasures of earth, and all the blood of them and their 
children, may not buy? Nothing! Nothing! Yes, yes, there 
is onë boon, one sacred legacy, of inestimable value, which, in 
partmg from them and the world, he might have left them. 
He might have left them the legacy of a patriot’s advice. He 
might have left them the truth, and solemnly imprinted it 
upon tbeir minds and memories for ever, that “ihey had trust- 
ed fim too much,” and his advice to them, “never, never, 
in their history, to trust another man as they had trusted 
him,? and he might have returned to them their trust, and 
have restored them to their senses. This, and this only, 
would have repaid them. It would have restored to them 
what has been taken from them, which alone can compensate - 
for itself. 

‘The last message of such a President to sucha people should 
have been the “farewell” of a father to his children. Jt should 
have been deep in wisdom, profound in its philosophy, hallow- 
ed in its lessons of virtue, calm in its tone and temper of rea- 
son, eloquent in its appeals, sublime in its moral, and passion- 
ate only in its fervent affection, It should have been the legacy 
of Augustus to his successors, the “farewell”? address of Wash- 
ington to bis countrymen! 

But (his is the last annual message of Andrew Jackson! I 
would, for him and his country, that it was any thing but what 
itis, And why is itwhati Gentlemen will pardon me 
T mean nothing disrespectiul torbe President—when F say they 
know itis due to candor and truth to say—it is what it is, be- 
cause it is not the message at all of Andrew Jackson! They 
know that, immediately upon the adjournment of the last session 
of Congress, the President and his Prime Ministers were dis- 
persed from their duties at the seat of Government, end from 
the cares or public business, on their respective missions to the 
States of this Union. He of State bore espatches to Georgia, 
and “the Old Chief himself” was lugged along through Western 
Virginia, over 


“Ruts and ridges, 
And bridges, 
Made of planks, 
Tu open ranks” 


to Tennessee and Alabama. It is a pity, siy, that more of the 
peopie had not wimessed the Executive Gectioneering tour, for 
then, perhaps, more of the Sunes would Nave. followed the Ex- 
ample of Georgia and 'Tenessee, neitherof which could be se- 
duced or intimidated inio thesupport of “he man?—a Tennes- 
see toast said, “the dog’—as well as “the master.” T arn told 
that they carried him about like ation for show, and made him 
rowr like a lion, ‘They had catechisme prepared for him, and 
the negotiations of the mission were conducted by preconcerted 
questions and answers. A crowd would collect~on the high- 
way or in the bar-rooms, no matter which—and some “village 
politician” of “the Party” would inquire—“What think yeu, 
Goveral, of such aiman?? Ina loud ione, mach too stentorian 
for those lungs which are now lacerated, the answer rung— “He 
isa traitor, sir.” “Phere, theret”? repeated the demagogues to 
the crowd—“did you not hear that??? “What think you of an- 
other, General?” “He is a lia 0? “What of another??? 
“Te isa dlack-cockade Federalist! Of another? “He made 
a speech for which he paid some stenographer five -dollars!”? 
Andanother was—“Of no account—n0 account, sir, and ought 
to be sent home to have his place supplied by a more efficient 
man;” and another was—“Upon the fence, sir—upon the fence!” 
“But, General, what think you of—Mr. (the first time Reuben 
was ever called Mister!) Reuben M. Whitney?” “There is no 
just cause of complaint against Mr. Whitney, sir; he is as true 
a patriot asever was; they are all Hars who accuse him of aught 
wrong, and the official documents prove them to be so) All 
the while these responses were repeated by the deacons ef the 
service, and the people were called to give heed to them. Those 
who saw the farce and the frauds, did heed them, sir—-did heed 
them. 

My friend (Mr. P.) told them that they would Kill him: that 
there was too much travel and fatigue; too much standing and 
talking; too much bustle and excitement fora weak and infirm 
old man to bear. But still, they showed him about, in the heat 
ofsummer, and still they mode him roar, until he frightened 
the people, who at last began to apprehend he was a lion come 
to devour their freedom of elections, and all else they valued 
as dear. Defeated in his mission, he at length became disgust- 
ed himself, chagrined, and mortified. He returned to Washing- 
ton through Ohio, and, by the Guyandotte route, through Vir- 
ginia again, and has been sick and disabled ever since. The 
loss of Tennessee, particularly the Hermitage, excited him stily 
more, and this renewed excitement may have caused that hæ- 
morrhageat the lungs which has been pour ing out the current 
ofhis life. Atno moment since his return has he been able te 
Write or dictate a message. There he has been lying, as it 
were, a dead lion, who could not even “shake the dew drop 
froni his mane,” and.his conch of infirmity has been haunted 
by the Perennises and Cleanders of his palace as by Vampires. 
In their tands has he fallen, and 1t is because this “last annual 
message”? Comes'td ùs and the country reeking with the fumes 
of the Kitchen Cabiyet, that it is what it ist 

Whatis it? “The worst as well as the last annual message 
which Andrew Jackson even ever wrote] had like to have 
said, ever sent toboth Houses of Congress. 1 vanity and ego- | 
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- are to their memories or their wills: 
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tism—its profane hypocrisy, and solemn mockery of the good 
man’s supplications to the Supreme Ruler of the Universe —its 
sophistical nonsense, showing lis duplicity to a foreign power, 
and concealing its real Polley from ourselves—~its low ad cap- 
tandum arguments, addressed to all the prejudices of ignorance 
and passion, to justify the most shameless attacks upen the 
currency for the vile purposes of licensed depredators on the 
public lends—its glaring falsehoods as tu the most important 
facts of trade, currency, banks of deposite, and finance—its 
electioneering, continually harping upon an institution dead in 
fact, and thrice wounded since dead—its oft-repeated homily 
against oné good bank, and its unblushing recommendation, in 
the same breath, of nearly half one hundred bad and irresponsi- 
ble banks—its disingenuous attempts to reconcile glaring in- 
consistencies of the President on the deposite and distributien 
measuves—its pitiful apologies for the disgrace of our arms by 
Oceola—its bold recommendation of an increase of the standing 
aruly——iis unjustattempt tocast censure, due to the errors and 
blunders of the administration itself, upon the shoulders of an 
innocent State officer, and then calling for an appropriation to 
repair these same errors which it says are net those of this Go. 
vernment—its false claim of a national policy, foundedin ku- 
manity towards the Indians—its reiterated jesuttical recommen- 
dation of an amendment of the Constitution as to the election of 
President, which was never meant to be carried into effect by 
“the party,” or to be any thing more than a topic with which 
to prejudice the people’s minds against an election by the 
House—its impudent boast of the intelligence and patriotism 
ofthe successor, whom Executive patronage and dictation have 
succeeded in electing—its shallow political economy—its dema- 
gogueism—its arts of vile deception and humbuggery—its rank- 
ling venom of party spirit—its miserable rhetoric, sinking be- 
low criticism—its grovelling moral sentiment—its total want 
of all sage counsel or advice, and ofall pathosand fecling—are 
allequatied only by its false certificate in chief to “the pros: 
perous condition of all the various Executive Departments,” 
to “the ability and tearr” with which they have been 
conducted, and to the fact of the President’s belief “ that there 
isno just cause of complaint from any quarter, at the manner 
in which they have fulfilled the objecis of their creation!” 

Now, sir, complamts have been loudly made from various 
quarters, by this House andin the press, by responsible persons, 
as to the condition of most of the Executive Departments, and 
as to the want of ability and integrity with which they have 
been conducted; and investigations by us of the truth or 
falsehood. justice or injustice, ef these complaints, have, heré- 
tofore, been doggedly and repeatedly refused. © The party”? 
Were content with the mere affirmation by the Presidentto the 
crowd of their’ innocence and purity, when he knew ne more 
abo” itheir guilt than he knew of the facts of a certain event 
in bus Capitol last winter, of which you and 1, Mr. Chairman 
knew all, and more than we wanted to know; about which, if 
the Tennessee papers are to be believed, the President has 
given another certificate, though he was more than a mile off, 
and there were at least seven fathoms of bricks and mortar 
and stone between him and the place ofthe occurrence. They 
have made him a witness in both cases where it was impossible 
for him to bea witness, andin giving his testimony he has been 
compelled to resort to his “imagination for his facts.” I 
cared nothing about the certificates of the President so long as 
they abided in the ephemeral form of heated partisan declara- 
tions along the public roads, or so long as they were read from 
the stump merely a thousand miles off, But, sir, this “eerti 
ficate in chief” is no longer a mere tavern ipse dixit on the 
highway, but it is to be filed in the aychives of this Govern- 
ment as apart and parcel of the “last annual message” of the 
Greatest and Best!. Perennis and Cleander have certified totheir 
own good behavior, innocence, and purity, have incorporated 
their certificate in the “last annual message,” and have affixed 
to it the official manual of Andrew Jackson! X 

Is this certificate true? I put it to the gentlemen if it be not 
true,whether injustice has not been. done to Andrew Jnekson, to 
those who have uttered just complaints, and to the public ser- 
vice, by this audacious forged self-acquittal? 

Is it true or false, that the various Executive Departments 
have been conducted with ability and integrity, and that they 
are in à prosperous condition? That is the issue. How is to 
hetried?| Will gentlemen tell me that the President has tried 
the issue already, and that they are content with Ais certificate 
inform. Sir, I begin this session as T ended the last session, 
by asking the opportunity and power, and by claiming the 
right of an investigation by a committee, an efficient, able, 
and fair committee, with full powers to cviscerate the truth. 
The ‘ruth isall I desire. I make no accusations, no complaints, 
except of the denial of investigation. 

If al] have been conducted with ability and integrity, the De- 
partments have nothing to fear, and investigation: may do 
great good. If it does not find and expose past fraud and cor- 
ruption, it may prevent much evil hereafter, by the fear of 
scrutiny. Ido sincerely, from the best of motives, earnest] 
desire to see the doors of the Treasury Department, of the Land 
Offices, of the Indian Burean, and ‘of other departments and 
offices, thrown open to fall and fair investigation. We then 
can have the facts of which te judge for ourselves, and on which 
to make up our own verdict. Kis the duty of the grand in- 
quest to find or ignore a bill for itself, and of the venire to try 
the issue, and find a verdict for itself. No judge, much more 
no party, shall find a bill, true or false, or render a verdict for 
them. Cleanse the Augean stables, say I, and I say more. 'The 
Numidian king, when he was carried a captive to Rome, and 
saw the corruptions of her citizens, returned from the city with 


“contempt, and said. “Give me wealth, and I will buy up the 


whole Republic.” Fanny Wright. 1 believe, uttered a truth, that 
whenever you see twe men talking together, there are ten 
chances to one they are talking on one of three subjects—“trade, 
politics, or religion.” The three subjects have, since she wrote 
the remark, entirely amalgamated into two. Trade and poli- 
ties have now become one. Some of the priests, Lam told, are 
offering to join the union, and mammon js the godof this day’s 
worship. Trade, sir, trade swallows up every thing! 

Tell me not this is theshort session. Investigation was re- ’ 
fused, last winter, when the session was long. 
that this is an inauspicious period, perhaps. to expect gentle- 
mente look back at the past, or to pause a moment on the pres 
sent. Iknow that every eye is turned, and every mind of gen- 
temen is bent towards the future. “Coming events, which 
cast their shadows before,” are mneh more dazzling to. their 
hopes and fancies, than painful truths of the past er the present 
i They know, sir, that 
some of the swarm of “Conservatives? which are now fat‘and 


full of the blood of the Treasury, must be driven eff forgome of 


I know, sir, ~ 
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pate; time must develope the 
ing administratiod. Aud let 
noone accuse mie of cor an auack upon itin advance, 
No, sir; so far from i, though I hoeld™ an Buren respon 
flefor most mischief that Aus bee id mostthat is now 
doing; theught date for the Prest 
dency, and was elected 
by Executive patror thengh he 
succeeds ai the exp ehise; though he isa 
minority Pr and has tu follow rally in 
footsteps of this Kitchen Cabinet ini yet ii he 
bravely dares to falefy that promise “more honored in the 
preach than inthe observance: if he will kick away the base 
ladders by which he has climed to the height of } ambition; if 
he will new leave Falstaff where he found h and array 
around him the wisdém, intelligence, and virtue of the country. 
and base bis admipistraiion on a sound, elevated, and enlight: 
ened policy, free from cerruption, and purely patriotic, un 
contaminated by party, I will pledge my humbie support to 
his measures, though I never can support the man, or 
the pastexamples hehas su. Andwhycan Inot support the 
man whilst Lapprove his measures? a:oa that 
hehas not “entered in il at the ‘strait Tshatl always 
eschew the example which has been . ask did that 
of 1825, in the election of Pre of these United States, 
The one example has been re with a vengeance—the 
other will not be forgiven by me. ` 

Sir, in this contest one great battle only as been fought be- 
tween power and the people. The result is known. The con- 
flict was not decisive and myst, as long as there is an honest 
heart to hope fer freedom—shalt go on until constitutional 
liberty, law, the independence of the people, and their repre- 
sentatives, honesty, truth, and justice, are triumphant, or all 
are fettered, in a despov’s chains! Defeated, but not con- 
quered; checked by the Preetorian bandsof patronage, but not 
arrested in their overard march; the patriot army is not dis- 
couraged or dismayed; smitten, but not struck down, the flag 
of the country is {ill flying! Defeat may drive same, the 
craven or the cormorant of spoils, from the standard of the true 
and the brave, but tothe frm and proud spirits of the patriot 
band I would “Who shall separate us from the love of 
country?” Shaiidetcat? Another such defeat will hea glori- 
ous victory! In this “weare more than conquerors,” for Tam 
persuaded that neither office, nor bribe, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, shall be able 
to separate us from the love of our country, its laws, and its 
liberties! God only knows in whose name this victory shal! be 
achieved; it maiters net; but this I know, be he who he may, 
his eause will be consecrated by the toils, the prayers, the 
sacrifices, and the hopes of the unsubdued and unterrified free- 
mar. No,sir; let no man despair of the Republic The fight 
is not yet ended. Thepeopleare not yet vanquished. Their 
hosts are withdrawn only for the moment to recruit their 
forces, and to repair their breken weapons, The weapons. of 
our warfare aré the weapons of truth. It shall be my duty to 
assist in pointinanew its spe: its lances. 

The question on the OIUUON Wee taken without! 
ther debate, and carri yes, &6, ne à 

So the resolution was adopted. ‘ 
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SPEECH OF MR PICKENS, 
Or Souru CAROLINA. 
[As reported by the National Intelligencer} 

In House of Representatives, January 3, —~ Ou the reso- 
lution proposing an inquiry into the condition of tic Execu- 
live Departinenis : 
Mr. PICKENS observed that it had not been or 


ui 


part in the debate © 
of this important d : strange, and he must say mon- 
strous do-trine which he had heard advanced by the sup- 
Porters of the administration; be had been led to change his 
Original Intention, and would now, therefore, offer a few ob- 
servations on thi 

To opposition to the resolution which ca or A select com- 
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, Gaid Mr. P.) amongst tbe various efluris and pres 
texts ingeniously raised to smother the inquiry cow cabled for, 
th one argument, i: ir can be calied such, that fell from 
ne gentleman irom New York, (Mr. Mazin.) which excited in 
hina the profoundest astonishment and surprise. That gentle- 
man inumates tbar the demand for a j 
guire into the Departments, to send for persons and papers, 
aud to probe into the dark deeds of unfaithful public agen 
mnconstitutonall He (Mir, Mann) says that this proceedi 
to be viewed in the light of a general search warrant! and 
therefore argues that it is contrary Lo the Constitution !! 

Mr. P. then read the clause iu the amendments to the Con 
stitution on that point, as follows: “The right of the people to 
be secure in their persons, heuses, papers, and effects, against 
usreasonable searches and seizures, shall sot be violate 
nO Warrant shail issue, but upon probable cause, supporte by 
oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to 
be searched, and the person or thing’ to be seized? Now, sir, 
(said Mr. P.) since the time when Alg Sidnev had his 
private papers in his private aparimenits sea 
were supposed to contato treason against a suspicious 
arbitrary Government, suck an idea as is now attempted to be 
extotted from this clause in the Constitution, he wonid venture 
to say, bad never entered into the mind of any man. So, then, 
according to this perverted and strange interpretation, that 
great principle, incorporated into the system of English liberty, 
and transferred to cur Constitution, which was intended to 
raise a shield over the rights of private citizens against the 
lawless search of an usurping and despotic Goversment, is 
now to be understood as intended and designed to protect and 
screen a bad Gavernment and its evil agents in deeds of fraud, 
corruption, and malversation. Yes, sir, (said Mr. P.) this 
clause in your Constitution, according to learned commenta- 
tors of these profligate times, is not intended to protect the peo- 
ple against encroachments of a harrassing Government, but to 
cover Government from the scrutinizing inquiries of a free 
people! Ytis a clause intended to shield the officers of a cor- 
rupt dynasty in their abandoned career of fraud and pecula- 
tion, but not designed to protect private citizens against capri- 
ciousand unwarrantabie scarch iato their private dwellings and 
private papers! Surely such an idea as this could never enter 
the mind Of any man, except one who had bowed the kuee of 
sycophancy so long before the throne of pawer, that his heart 
was prepared to worship at the shrine of any image which bis 
master might hold up as the popular idol of the day. 

Sir, (said Mr. P.) it is the first time in my lite that lever 
heard that the papers, records, and documents of public ofli- 
ces, and of the officers, were to be viewed as private property, 
beionging to private individuals, and, as such, to be exempted 
from inquiry ani! investigation. Such a doctrine he een- 
fussed was new to him; it is a doctrine directly at war 
with liberty; it is a  doctrive calculated to lead to 
the most monstrous and fatal results. And if this is to be 
the doctrine practised upon by the coming administration, it is 
full tine that a deceived country should know it. No, sir, all 
the papers and documents, all the offices of this Government, 
are not private; they belong not to private gentlemen, they are 
not sheltered by the Constitution fiom investigation, they are 
the property of the Confederacy, and the right over them, the 
rightof search, the right of thorough investigation, belongs to 
this House; belongs to us, the representatives ofa free people. 
Wo stand here as guardians of popular rights; as a co-ordinate 
and independent branch of this Government; and we are base 
traitors to our country if we diminish or weaken our rights, if 
we abandon the proud prerogatives guarantied to us under the 
Constitution we have sworn to defend. 

Again, sir; the amendment to this resolution, which has been 
proposed by tbe genideman wom Rhode isian, (Mr. Ð. J. 
Pearce,) has not excited iess surpris astonishment in n 
mind, than the docwine I kave jus edto. Rir. Pick 
said he could view that amendment as ne than a pre- 
text to shield the perpetrators of frauil agair l inquiry and 
discovery by the peonic. (said Mr. P.)I not mistaken in 
what thai gentleman maintained, I understood him to say that 
the officers of the Government are agenis of the Dxecu- 
uve; that they are responsible alone to the Executive; and 
that that he, the Execuiive, is responsible to the American peo- 
pie, and may be impeached before the Senate by the vote of 
this House. Such, m substance, was the argument of the gen- 
teman. According to this doctrine, tae people, by their re- 
i haveno control whatever over the officers ofthe 


yernment; we, the representatives of the people, 
tutes these offices, aud define the dudes of the 
and pay their salaries; they are officers of this Hou 
as of the Executive himsely, created by Gur author 
nable to us for all their conduct. I know that, for! six 
or eight years, the contrary doctrine has been inculcated and 
enforced; this House has only been considered as a part of the 
Executive, whose ouly duty was to record the edicts of royalty, 
or give sanction to its wishes. There can be no mere certain 
evidence of the decay o! this Republic, than for this House to 
sleep upon its privileges, and quiedy acquiesce under the ac- 
cumulation of Executive power. 
gentleman who feels himself to be a freeman, the representa- 
tive ofa fee people, net te abandon their proud „prerogative, 
but tociaim the high character and privilege of tins House to 
know their power, and to have the independence 10 assert it, 
Yes, sir, I invoke the spirit of the entombed Constitution to pre- 
side over, and to guard the power and the privileges of this 
Lam utterly opposed to this modern doctrine, which 
makes us the mere agents of the Executive, a secondary branch 
of the Goverament only! If we are indeed thus prostituted, 
lost. aud humbled, if we have ceased to be what the Constitu 
tion intended. itis time that we should knowit. If we are used 
ely to play the part of the Rump Parliament, yleldtvg up 
ry thing quietly to the will of the Executive, shielding bim 
and his agents in every act, subserving ambition, and aid- 
ine him and his officers to uample down the consecrated ber 
ef freedom, and to pursue unchecked their lawless career, 


icers; we fix 
se as well 


charge should c 
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Bug sir, Į cail upon every” 


lo obiaina search warrant; we 
e char: 


every department; end this right is essential tò m m the 
purity of our Government and of our institutions. “But,” say 
the supporters of the administration, “why raise a select coni 
minei? Why incur this expense?” Ianswer, is it not better for 
them to incur this expense, than that they should sit under the 
suspicion of corrupt cenduct? Ifthe investigation should bring 
neathing +o light, will it not chen have been better Kf the Go- 
verument. hy having had this opportunity of showing its purity 
and esiablishing its character? Will it not look bester to sufer 
this Investigation to take place, than to let suspicion spread, by 
suffering charges of such serious character to pass by. unmet 
aud unrepelled? . 

Mr. P. said he was not one of those demagogues whose mouths 
are ever pouring forth declarations of their attachment to the 
people, but I confess Lam democrat enough to proclaim our 
rights in opposition to the insidious encroachments of Govern- 
ment’ Tavow that Į am for the power and the rights of the 
people being felt practically in this Government, while those 
whoare always declaiming for those rights seem to come here 
but to smother and suppress them. They profess to be the ad- 
vocates of the popular cause, while they are all found arrayed 
in close phalanx on the side of power, puring out eulogies upon 
the administration; screening its officers, justifying acts of fraud 
and corruption, and opposing the people in their demand for in- 
quiry and investigation! Though the party to which } have the 
honor of belonging has been stigmatized and traduced ag the 
enemy of popular rights, I profess, sir, my attachment to them, 
Tavow undying devotion tothe liberties of my country, and I 
hope yet to live to see the day when the rights of the people, the 
rights and power of this House, shall no longer be trampled 
under foot by base subserviency to Executive power by those 
who bow the knee to ite mandates, and crowd in eager anxiety 
to beg the crumbs that falt from the table ofa royal master. 

Yos, sir! (continued Mr. P.) J hope to live to see the day 
when the doctrines we have heard asserted on this floor will he 
lost and forgotten amid the glory of purer and brighter days~ 
when tke represeutatives of the people shall have their rights 
and prondly maintain tecir authority under the Constitution—- 
when pilgrims aud votaties of liberty from every quarter of 
the oppressed earth ebail gather together here, and bow in re- 
verence before that monument which a free people shall raire, 
whose noble shaft shall pierce the very heavens, reflecting 
back, from its bread and radiant surface, the light of everlast- 
ing cruth and the beams of universal freedom. k 

fr. P. continued. Mr. Speaker! I cannot refrain from de- 
claring the profound astonishment with which I listened to 
the extraordinary facts related on this floor by the gentieman 
from Tennessee (Mr. Peyton) in relation to the electioncering 
campaign made by the President last summer through the 
Western country. We have heard that he has been zealously 
engaged in the work of securing a successor to his power and 
authority. We beard ef his interference in this matter, of his 
labors and undignified speeches in the contemptible work of 
raising into power one who lived by fawning upon his hand, 
Mortifying and disgusting as these facts are, not less astonish- 
ing did it appear to me, when in answer to them we heard 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Glascock) and the gentleman 
fram Louisiana (Mr. Ripley) rive in their seats, and, ins tead of 
offirme apology or denial. exert themselves to jusuly atid vine 
dicate the interference. Sir! T well remember the “ Gwinn 
lester, which indirectly ordered the Ruckerized convention at 
Baltimore to do the bidding of a master. J knew well that 
the successor had heen appointed, but I did not know, I did not 
believe, that I should sce the day when a representative of a 
free butbetrayed people would rise inhis place in this louse, 
icate such appointment. i 
are told, in apology for an interference «s unconstitue 
at as it has been undisguised and shameless, that the Pree 

ent has a right to speak his own opinions, “that heis a 


free msi as well as any other citizen,” “that he is a man 
who never known to hesitate in the frenk assertion of 
his opinion.” &c. The private opinion of the President is 


the public declaration of his wishes nother. 
apinion. whatever it may be, be it private or 
ained with aH the power and influence of 
s enforced from cabinet ministers down toall the petty 
holders of office, is proclaimed and preached by menial syco- 
phants ard a subsidized press, notoriousiy under the dictation 
of power, then, sir! the President's private opinion and piefor- 
ence become a law to a hundred thousand mercenary fol- 


lowers, Who live upon his wri. F 
Every people, from their } ane education, have a pecu- 
liar erion by which to judge of liberty. In England an 


idjet or a knave may sway the sveptre of empire by the law of 
legitimacy, and the plumesof a tied nebility may wave over 
stars and garters, and yet the Englishmen may ndly cia 
to bea freeman: and why? Because these things are sus! 
by the fundamental fprinciples of the British Constitution’ as 
part of their authorized and lawful Government. But when 
Cromwell raised kis Government over the ruiss of the British 
Constitution, arid against the fundamental laws of the empire, 
al‘though he added to the giory and the power of the British 
name, yet he was a dictator, and the people were slaves so 
lone as they acquiesced in the usurpation. Soitishere, We 
live in a landof constitutional law, every principle of which 
sustains the freedom of the elective franchise. fror the highest 
tothe lowest. If this gteat principle of American liberty be 
violated and defied by Executive dictation, no matter what 
character is raised up as the successor of power under such a 
Qvnasty. we are slaves and dastards if we tamely acquiesce. 
As far as practical liberty is concerned, there is no differente in, 
effect, as to the people interested, between the Government of 
him whe comes in, trampling over the freedom of elretion 
through dictation. bribery, and fr 1d, and he who comes into 
power waving over the joted fields ef bis country the 
hloody sword ofa cenqneror and usurper. Asto al pracdcal 


efe: they are the same. 
Is there any man in this Horse who docs nat knew t the 


re bren chosen tat by ike direct 
ofthe Presivent?, Tat ne ran say 

ce, fade pendent of the facts 
e, (My, Peyton) and the 


President elect Id not ba 
influence and inerfere 
there is no proof af this interfere 
stated by my friend from Tenr 


“moan dare impeach. a ; 
gushed Senator from Tennessee, (Judge White,) ax it 1s pub. 


sident was on a visit to Tennessee, in the summer 


: Yersed freely with some of my friends, 
` against auy atiempt to nominate 


_ published letters, toast 
“wow call the,attention of 
‘some face, upon which T 
sen earth te bring in a verdict of “not guilty.” 


--tursoparate from the West; and if I would say, or permit any 


_ sident, Mr. Adams should not be 
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Expungiag Resolution—Mr. Webster. 


H. of Reps. 


ay dc. of the President himself, T will 
this House, and of this country, to 
would defy aby sworn jury of freemen 
{ will introduce 
a witness against whom hirelings have poured out their ma- 
tignitý and calumny, but whose veracity and private integrity 
I will give the language of the distin: 


conceal them from the very hairs of his head. That if he be- 
lieved his right hand then knew what his Jeft would do upon 
the subject of appointments to office, he would cut it off and 
cast itinto the fire. ‘That if ever he should be elected Pre- 
sident, it should be withont. solicitation. and without in- 
trigue,” é&ec. š as 

Mr. Speaker, it is not my purpose io expose contradictions, 
or to defend those against whom these charges were made. 
But J call. up these scenes that the world may compare the 
mock sentiments of affected purity then expressed, with the 
conduct and notorious facts of the present day. And I here 
take occasion to say that, if it be true, as the President siates, 
that he was approached in January, 1825, with such preposi- 
tions from a gentleman who. declared to him * that he thought. 
it was right to fight such intriguers with their own weapons” 
—I say, if this be true, it proclaims that he who could avow so 
base and infamous a sentiment was utterly destitute of all true 
conceptions of private honor or public integrity. 

If the President, in 1825, had such a high sense of honor and 
respect “ for the unbiassed will of thepeople? as to refuse to 
jet it be known—not thet ke would appoint any particular in- 
dividual, but that he would not appoint a certain geneman 
Secretary of State~where was his honor, where was his deli- 
cacy, in 1834, when he proposed to Judge White and “his 
friends” to regulate and contro} the whole election by a Ruck- 
erized convention, and through “BARGAIN and corruption” to 
produce acquiescence by offering himself the first office in the 
Republic to one, and reconciling another with the second ol- 
fice? Little did he think that, in 1825, he was uttering denun- 
ciations against his own course in 1634; litde did he think, when 
he penned these declarations in 1827, that he was writing epi- 
thets to be called np, like burning letters, over his own conduct 
and character in 1836. 

Mr. P. continued. Mr. Speaker, it is with great pain and re- 
luctance that I am eompelled to speak of these transactions as 
I fee] that Lought. Nothing could induce me to do so at pre- 
sent but the selemn conviction that F believe they are deeply 
identified with the liberties of this country. Ispeak of the Pre- 
sident as officially connected with the institutions of freedom, I 
scorn to excuse him, and to hold up his minions and understrap- 
pers for responsibility and denunciations. No, sit! disdain to 
use moderato language. I shall take his own epithets There, 
then, charge that the President has wilfully and openly inter- 
fered to appoint his successor, and that he has endeavored to 
accomplish his abject hy shameless “bargain and corrupticn.”” 
He has succeeded, and now, standing on the defaced and spurned 
Constitution, waves aloft the unrestrained sceptre of empire 
over a deceived and betrayed country. Let as be rich and pros- 
pereus; let us be happy and free from personal restraint; let us 
retam all the forms of a Republic, yet are we slaves, and his- 
tory will hold up our infamy and degradation, if we acquiesce 
and subout to thislawless dictation. Rome still retuned the 
forms ofa republic, long atter hor conquering generals from 
devastated provinces brought in the plunder ef sacked cities, 
to be divided amongst those who were styled “Roman citi- 
zens. Her people still nominally elected their tribunes, long 
after the very sources of power had been corrupted and pol- 
luted by the bribery and profligacy of captivating chiefs and 
abandoned demagogves These tri: unes, who were at first elect- 
ed to defend, as they nobly did, poprlar rights, aflerwards be- 
“ame prostituted, and, although ostensibly appointed still by the 
people, yet they knew the hand of their master, and prostrated 
t the liberties of their country before his will. They were ar- 
ranged and appointed beforehand by those who held the power 
of the Republic. We, tco, may still boast the forms of a free 
people, and Jong preserve them, We have seen the nomination 
and appointment ofa successer to the chief Execntive; we have 
witnessed the success of that appointment. All the popularity 
and influence of the President. with his himdred thousand če- 
pendants; all the weight, and power, and influence of the Go- 
vernment, in all its vast and extensive ramifications. have 
been brought to bear upon the appointment of a successor. 
And 1 ask, sir, if we confirm, by re-election, this fraudulent äp- 
pointment, will not posterity say we, too, are free only in name? 
Our country has been foully deceived; we have been basely 
deladed by all the arts of “intrigue, bargain, and.corruption.” 
Let it not be said that these things are of no importance; that 
they bave no effect upon practical liberty. Look to their con- 
s:quences in the future. In physics, in morals, and in politics, 
those causes are at first small which produce the most tre- 
mendous effects upon the destiny of man. The collection of a 
few shillings of ship-money brought the head of a monarch to 
me block, and changed, for a time, the Government of Great 

ritain. c 
origin of the vast Mississippi itself; you will find a bubble at 
the foot of perhaps some nameless hill, from which runs a 
siream, at the ripple of whese waters vot a living creature 
turns aside; but follow it to the valley below, and it swells, and 
it deepens, and it widens, until the wealth of a nation floats on 
its surface, and at the angry voice of whose stormy wave the 
hardy mariner trembles. J need not say that this is a full illus- 
tration of the history and progress of political affairs; that 
from apparently a small beginning the most tremendous re- 
sujts are produced: that one step over the great landmarks of 
the Constitution will lead to the overthrow,oef all law, to the 
prostratien of liberty, and the abandoned reign of arbitrary 
power. A drop of water, oozing throngh the dykes of Holland, 
if unnoticed, would desolate the fairest regions, and spread 
terror through a ruined country. If now, in the infancy of our 
Government, the President has it in his power to nominate and 
appoint his successor, the day is not far distant when we shall 
live under a power more odious than hereditary monarchy, 
because it will be exercised under the deceitful name and ha- 
biliments of a Republic. 

We are told that the South is to be “reconciled by the suc- 
cessor falling into.sonthern principtes,”’ and that it is policy to 
acquiescein the appointment. Sir, there may be at heart trai- 
tors in the South, but it will be treason to the Constitution and 
to the country to submit to the dictation. No! never, never. 
We have been foully betrayed, and against the principles of 
the succession we declare wxcompromising, unextinguishable 
war, “war to the knife.” It may be that we shall be but few 
in numbers; it may be that our flag-staff shall be shattered and 
broken, but we will nail the flag lo the gunwale, and conquer 
or perish under it. 

Tet not gentlemen auppose that the present state of things is 
to last foy ever—let them not suppose that the dominant party 
of to-day is to be the dominant party of to-morrow—let. them 
not, in the arrogance of power, for ever forgetright. These 
things they may not perhaps feel in their day and generation, 
but their children may live ta see the day when they shall 


When the Pre- 
of 1834, and 
after the rise of the State convention, many members wished 
to nominate me fer the Presidency, but abandoned. the attempt 
‘after they understood that it would incur the Presidem’s dis- 
pleasure. On hisjourney to Washington the President cone, 
and remonstrated 
me; said there must be a na- 
tional convention, and Mr. Van Buren onght to be nominated 
for the Presidency, and I for the. Vice Presidency, and, when 
his eight years were expired, that E was young enough then to 
pe taken upas President.” * * * “After I gave my con- 
“gent to the people to run, and before the meeting of the Balti- 
more Convention, I was repeatedly forewarned what I might 
expect if my name was not withdrawn,” &c. f 
. Such are the unvarnisaed facts of the case. And who is 
there bold enough to deny that the President, has interfered? 
Bir, the facta are beyond the possibility of denial, that he has 
openly interfered, and used his power and authority to nomi- 
nate his successor, and to do it by bargain and arrangement. 
Every paltry intrigue and profligate proposition have been used 
‘and employed to effect this purpose. The chief offices of the 
Republic have been bartered away, and the President, through 
the tremendous power and patronage ofhis position, has called 
‘ap.a betrayed country to receive ils rulers from the hands of 


hed in his speech at Knoxville last summer. 


a magter, R . 
To'sċe the force and bearing of these propositions which the 
President made, and to show that he fully understood Ais posi- 
tion atid their profligate tendency, I will now refer to a scene 
“in 1825, when his predecessor was chosen by this House. In 
iwa letiers written by General Jackson, the one dated June 6, 
1827, and the other dated July 18, we have the following extra- 
erdinary development: a 
"+ Barty in Jaunary, 1825, a member of Congress of high re- 
speciability visited me[Gerieral Jackson] one morning, and ob- 
served that he had a communication he was desirous to make to 
me: that he was informed there was a great intrigue going on, 
ani that jt was right I should be informed of it; {how very 
kind?) that he came as a friend; and let me receive the commu- 
nication as Limight, the friendly motives through which it was 
made, he hoped, would prevent any change of frienship or 
feeling with regard to him. To which I replied, from his high 
standing as a gentlenmnand member of Congress, and from his 
uniform friendly and gentlemanly conduet towards myself, 1 
could not suppose he would inake any communication to me 
which he supposed wasimproper. Therefore, his motives being 
pura, let me think ns I might ofthe communication, my feelings 
towards him would remain unaltered. The gentleman pro- 
ceeded. Ho said he had been informed hy the friends of My. 
Clay that the friends of Mr. Adams had made overtures to them, 
way if Mr, Clay and his friends would unite in aid of the elec- 
‘tien-of Mr. Adams, Mr. Clay should be Secretary of State, That 
the friends of Ma Adams were urgmg, asa reason to induce the 
frienda of Mr. Clay to accede to their proposition, that if I was 
elected President, Mr, Adams would be continued Secretary of 
State. {“ Inuends, there would he no room for Kentucky. ”] 
That the friends of Mr. Clay stated that the West did not wish 


of my-contidential friends to say, that, in case T was elected Pre- 

continued Secretary of State, 

by a complete anion of Me. Clay aod his (ricuds, theySvould put 
an ndt the Presidential contost in one hour, And he was of 
opinion it waus right to fight such intriguers with their own 
veeapons. To which, in substance, f replied, that in polides, 
asinevery (hing else, my guide was principle; and, contrary 
to the expressed and unbiassed will of the peoyte, or their con- 
atinated agents, T never would step into the Presidential chair; 
and reynested him to suy tMr, Clay and his friends Gor 1 dul 
auppose he had come from Mr, Clay, though he used the term 
of Mr, Clay?s friends) that before I would reach the Presidential 
cobain by such means of BARGAIN AND CORRUPTION, I would see 
the earth open and swallow both Mr. Clay and his friends, and 
myself with them. his disclusure was made to me by Mr. 
dames Buchanan, a member of Congress from Pennsylvania, a 
genileman of the firstrespectability and intelligence. 

“The evening before, he had communicated, substantially, 
the sam La prea to Major Eaton, my colleague m the 
nate, (dow did the General know that?) with a desire, warm- 
ly manifested, that he should communicate with me, and as- 
certain my views on the subject. This he declined doing, sug- 
gesting to Mr. Buchanan that he, as wellashimself, could con- 
verse with me, and ascertain my Views on the matter; though, 
from-his knowledge of me, he thought thathe could well con- 
jecture my answer—that f would enter into no engagements 
whatever, To be thus approached by a gentleman of Mr. 
uchanan’s high character and stauding, with an apology 
proffered at the time for what he was about to remark to me; 
one who, as I understood, had always to that moment been on 
familiar and friendly terms with Mr. Clay, assuring me that on 
certain terms and eonditions being assented to on my part, 
‘then, by a union of Mr. Clay and his friends, they would put 
an end tothe Presidential contest in one hour,’ what other 
conclusion or inference was to be made than that he spoke by 
authority either of Mr. Clay himself, or.some.of his confden- 
tial friends? The character of Mr. Buchanan with me forbids 
the idea that he was acting on his own responsibility, or that 
under any. circumstances, he could have been induced to pro- 
pose an arrangement imless possessed of satisfactory assuran- 
ces that, if accepted, it would be carried fully. doto effect. A 
weak mind would seldom or ever be thus disposed to act—an 
intelligent one never. Under all the circumstances appearing 
atthe time, J did now resist the impression that Mr. Buchanan 
had approached me on the cautiously submitted proposition of 
some authovized person; and, therefore, in giving him my an- 
awer, did so, requesting him to say ‘to Ray ta Mr. Clay and his 
friends,’ what that answer had been,” d&c. ` 

Observe what Mr. Buchanan says in his letter of explana- 
tion, August 8, 1827 : : 

* After I had finished, the General [Jackson] declared ke hed 
not the least objection to answer my. question. That he 
thought well of Mr. Adams. but had never said or intimated that 
he would er that he would not appoint him Secretary of Siate. 
That these were secrets he woould keep to himself; he would 


Go into the far West, and trace out, if you can, the | 


curse, in the bitterness angui:h of theit hearts, the 
memory of their fathers, for having brought down upon them 
degradation «ed ruin. Even Robespierre himself would have 
pansed.in his bloody career of ambition, 1f he could have fore- `> 
seen that the same guillotine, which Ae raised over the neck. of 
Danton, was so soon te be brought down with a just vengeance ` 
upen his own. And the Duke of Orleans, unprincipled as he 
was, when he sat in that infamous assembly which voted the 
death of Louis XVI, would have trembled with horror, as he 

ave bis vote for the death of his own blood cousin, if hecauld . 

ave known that, under the despotism he was aiding to raise, 
his property Was so soon to be confiscated, and his dripping 
hoad held up by the executioner to the vengeance of a lawless 
mob. 

How can the South acquiesce under an administration, the 
head of which has admitted that this Government has the cone 
stitutional power to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia? 
I tell gentlemen they will yet be brought to quail and tremble 
under the tremendous power of this doctrine, We will yet 
see the lightning flash, and feel the earthquake’s heave, The 
issue will be made, and we must be prepared to meet it like 
men, or to crave mercy from.one who is against us in sentiment 
and in feeling. 

The coming administration has elements of weakness which 
it will be difficult to recover from. The opposition can never 
be satisied with the corrupt and profligate principles under 
which it has been dictated. Look around and see the strength 
that isto be put forth. Where is old Massachusetts?’ There 
she is, firm as her granite and everlasting hills, ready for ano. 
ther contest. Lock to those people on both. sides of the Ohio, 
who have raised their flag over their country’s ramparte, an 
have so nobly defended themselves against the mercenary bands 
of power; look to those intrepid people, through whose bosom 
run the wators of the Tennessee and the Cumberland—where 
are they all? Ready and eager to step forward in the breaeh 
that has been made over the barriers thrown around the free. 
dom of the elective franchise. Look to those people on beth 
sides of the Savannah, and where are they? United in feelin; 
and in sentiment, with one banner streaming aloft in the 
breeze--that banner under which the Constitution was made— 
the banger under which Jefferson fought his way to victory and 
to tane Ahe only banner under which this Government can be re- 
formed—the noble banner of free trade and State rights, under 
which defeat is no disgrace, and victory is redemption and lib- 
e: 


rty. 

We way be defeated, but not conquered: we have yet, the un- 
dying epirit of freemen. Then let uscome to the rally, and the 
Republic may yet be safe. i 
Mr. Pickens then concluded by moving the adoption of the 
ori palresolution. 


| 


THE EXPUNGING RESOLUTION, 
PROTEST OF MR. WEBSTER, 


Or MASSACHUSETTS, 


In Senate, Monday, January 16, 1837.—The debate on the | 
Expunging resolution having closed, and the question being. ` 
about to be taken— ; 
Mr. WEBSTER rose and addressed the Senate as follows : 
Mr. President: Upon the truth and justice of the original 

resolution of the Senate, and upon the authority of the Senate 
to pass that resolution, E had an opportunjly to express my 
opinions at a subsequent period, when Ta Presidents pro- 
test was before us. Those opinions remain altogether un- 
changed. 

Aud now, had the Constitution secured the privilege of en- 
tering a Prorgst on the journal, 1 should not gay one word on 
this occasion; although, if what is now proposed shall be ac. 
complished, I know not what would bave beentbe value of 
such a provision, however formally or carefully it might have 
been inserted in the body of that instrument. 

But as there is no such constitutional privilege, Lear only 
effect my purpose by thus addressing the Senate; and I rise, 
therefore, to make that PROTEST in this manner, in the face 
of the Senate, and in the face of the country, which I cannot 
present in any other form. 

I speak in iny own behalf, and in behalfof my colleague; we 

both speak as Senators from the State of Massachusetts, 

and, as such, we solemnly Protest against this whole pro» ‘ 
ceeding . È : 

We deny that Senators from other States have any power or 

authority to expunge-:ny vote or votes which we have given 

here, and which we have recorded, agreeably to the express 
provision of the Constitution. 

We have a high personal interest, and the State whose repre- 

sentatives we are. has also a high interest, in the entire preser- 

vation of every part and parcel of the record ef our conduct, 
as members of the Senate. 

This record the Constitution solemnly declares shall be kept; 

put dhe resolution before the Senate declares that this record 

shall be expunged f 

` Whether subterfuge and evasion, and, as it appears to us, the 

: degrading mockery of drawing black lines upon the journal,“ 

shall or shall not leave our names and our votes legible, when : 

this violation of the record shall have keen completed, still the ~ 
torns © to expunge” and the terms “to keep,” when applied to 
arecord, import ideas exactly contradictory; as much so as the 
terms “to preserve” and the terms “te destroy,” 
A record which is expunged 1s not a record which is kept, 
any mere than a record which is destroyed can be a record 
which is preserved. The part expunged is no longer part of 
the record; it has no longer alegal existence. It cannot be cer- 
tified as a part of the proceeding of the Senate for any purpose 
of proof or evidence. 
The object of the provision in the Constitution, as we think, 
most obviously is, thatthe proceedings of the Senate shall be 
preserved in writing, not for the present only, not until published 
only, because a copy of the printed journal] is not regular legal 
evidence; but preserved indefinitely: preserved, as other records 
are preserved, till destroyed by time or accident. 

Every one must see that matters of the highest. importance 

depend on the permanent preservation of the journals of the 

two Houses. . What but the journals show that bills have been 
regularly passed into lawe, through thie several stages; what but 
the journal shows who are members, or who is President, or 

Speaker, or Secretary, or Clerk of the body? What but hes 

journal contains the proof, necessary for the justifieation of those 
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roducing such proof, mu 
the journals show who isapy 
the Presidents nomination; or who i 
victed, in trials on iinpeachment? Ia short is there, at any time, 
any other regular and legal proof ofany act done by the Senate 
than the journal itself? 

The idea, therefore, that the Senare is hound.to preserve its 
journal only until it is published, and then may alter, mutilate, 
‘or destroy it at pleasure, appears to us one of the most extra- 
ordinary sentiments ever advanced. 

We are deeply grateful to those friends who have shown, 
with so much clearness, that all the precedents relied on to jus- 
tify er to excuse tuis proceeding, are either not to the purpose, 
or, from the times and circomstances at and under which they 
happened, are no way entitled ta respect in a free Govern- 
ment, existing under a written Constitution. But, for our: 
selves, we stand on the plain words of that Constitution itself. 
A thousand precedents elsewhere made, whether ancient or 
modern, can neither rescind, nor control, nor explain away 
these words. 

The words are, that “each House shall KEEP a journal of 
its proceedings.” No gloss, no ingenuity, no specious interpre- 
tation, and much less can any fair or just reasoning, reconcile 
the process of expunging with the plain mean of these 
words, to the satisfaction of the common sense and honest un- 
derstanding of mankind. 

If the Senate may now expunge one part of the journal of a 
former session, it may, with equal authority, expunge another 

art, ov the whole. 
‘one session, or of all sessions. 

Jt seems to us inconceivable how any men can regard such 
a power, and its exereise at pleasure, as consistent with the 
injunction of the Constitution. It can make no difference what 
js the completeness or incompleteness of the act of expunging, 
er by what means done; whether by erasure, obliteration, or 
defacement; if by defacement, as here proposed, whether ane 
word or many words are written on the face of the recor’ 
whether little ink or uruch ink is shed on the paper, or whether 
gome part, or the whole, of the original written journal may 
yet by possibility be traced. If the act done be aact to ex- 
pange, to blot out, to obliterate, to erase the recoM, then the 
record is expunged, blotted out, obliterated, and er: A 
mutilation and alteratisn violate the recordas mue k 
tien or erasure. A record, subsequently altered, is not the 
original record. It no longer givesa just account ol the pro- 
ceedings of the Senate. It is no longer true. It is, in short, 
no journal of the real and actual proceedings of the Senate, 
such as the Constitution says each House shall keep. 

The Constitution, therefore, is, in our deliberate judgment, 
violated by this proceeding in the mest plain and open manner. 

The Constitution, moreover, provides that the yeas and 
nays onany question shall, at the request of one fifth of the 
members present, 02 enter journal This provision, 
most manifestly gives a personal right to those members who 
may demand it, to the entry and preservation of their votes on 
the record ofthe proceedings of the body, not for one day or ene 
year only, but for all time. There the yeas and nays are lo 
stand. for ever, as permanent and lasting proof of the manner 
in which members have voted on great and impartat questions 
before them. 

But it is now insisted that the votes of members, taken by 
yeas and yeas, and thus entered on the journal, as matter of 
right, may still be expunged; so thatthat which it requires more 
than four-fifths of the Senators to prevent from being put on the 
journal, may nevertheless be struck off and erased the next mo- 
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sa mere list of names 
We pur it to 
the impartial judgment of mankind, if this proceeding be 
not, in.this respectalso, directly and palpably inconsistent with 
the Constitution. , 

We protest, in the raastsolemn manner, that other Senators 
have no authority t0 deprive us ofour personal rights, secured 
to us by the Constitution, either by expunging, or obliterating, 
or mutilating, or defacing, the record of onr votes, duly entered 
by yeas andnays; or by expunge and obliterating the resolu- 
tions or questions on which those votes were given and re- 
corded, , , : 

We have seen, with deep and sincere pain, the Legislatures 
of respectable States instructing the Senators of those States 
vote for and support this violation of the journal of th 
and this pain is jafinitely in-veased by our full belief, and eu- 
tire conviction, that most, if not al] these proceedings of States 
had their origin in promptings from Washingion; that they 
have beun urgently requested and insisted on as being ne 3 
to the accomplishment of the intended purpose: and that tis 
nothing else but the influ and power of the Exe 
ranch of this Government which has brought the Leg p 
of ae manv of the free States of this Union to quit the sphere 
of their ordinary duties for the purpose of Co-operaung to ac- 
complish a measure, in our jadgmens, so unconstitutional, so 
derogatory to the character of the Senate, and marked with so 
broad an impression of compliance with power, 

But this resolution is to pass, We expect it. Thai cause, 
which has been powerful enough to influerce so many State 
Legislatnres, wi show itself powerful enough, especially with 
such aids, to secure the passage of the resolution here. | 

We make up our minds to behold the spectacle which is to 
ensue. 

We collect ourselves t 
exhibited which, if we did ne 
a sacred insurument, woukl ay 
above the character af a conte 

This scene we shall behold. I 
owl into Les 

is fiona un 


to look on, in silence, while a scene is 
rd itas ruthless viol 
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have voted on any question, as we did not vote, as you have to 
erase @ record, aid make that page a biauk, in which onr 
votes, as they were actually given and recorded, now stand. 
The one proceeding, as it appears to us, is as much a falsifica- 
tion of the record 2s the other. $ 
Having made this PROTEST, our duty is performed. We 
rescue our own names, character, and honor from all partici- 
pation in this matter; and whatever the wayward character of 
the times, the headlong and plunging spirit of party devotion, 
or the fear or the love of power, may have been able to bring 
about elsewhere, we desire to thank God that they have not, 
as yet, overcome the love of Liberty, filelity to true republican 
pringiples, and a sacred regard for the Constitution, in that 
State whose soil was drenched, to a mire, by the first and best 
blood of the Revolution. Massachusetts, as yet, has not been 
conquered; and whils we have the honor to bold seats here as 
her Senators, we shall never consent to a sacrifice either of her 
rights, or our own; we shail never fail to oppose what we re- 
gard as a plain and open violation of the Constitution ef the 
country; and we should have thought ourselves wholly unwor- 
thy of her if we had not, with all the solemnity and earnestness 
in our power, PROTESTED against the adoption of the resolution 
now before the Senate. 
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EXPUNGING RESOLUTION. 
SPEECH OF MR. BAYARD, 


Or DELAWRAE 

[As reported in the Nantonal Inte 

In Senate, Jan. \6, 1837.—On che Expun 
Mr. BAYARD said th ntwithstandin 
hadan opportunity of e g his opi 
now under discu: ld have 
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ging Resolution. 
he had not before 
n on the subject 
been uowilling at 
and attention of 
h he ows to him- 
contend and proiest 
to be a violation of the 
for, in my theory of this 


self and to his immediate cans 
against a moasu-e which he be 
Constitution. Tsay, sir, constitue 
Government, we are ail the repre: mitatives of the people, 
though ehosen after a diferent manner Every fatraction of 
the Constitution, however unimportant it may appear in its 
immediate consequences, tenis 10 diminish the general confi- 
dence in the stability of onr Government, and the general at 
tachment to it; and as the people of the State T have the honor 
in par: to represent are devotedly attached to that inscrument 
and feel that their political cxisience is incorporated with ji 
that in it they live, and move, and have their being as a polii- 
caicommunity, Isay. sir, it ts a duty which I owe to them to 
contend to the utter! bility agamsi whatever thas jn- 
cidenially affects f Iowe to 
VasT saves 
scier and haror of 
I have no intenuoa, Mr. 
tives which may lead genilemen to the adop! 
tion. The motives of every man are his indiv 
and, as his action here in relation to this 2 
sanction of an oath, they involve a resonsibil:y only to his con- 
science and his God. Leannotsay. sir, that the act which is 
now required to he done is a sacrifice to the Moloch of party 
spirit. Icann: tray that itis a bomage to an idol resembling 
thai which the Chinese pays to his household god when he burns 
before it a litte piece of gilt paper as the humble offering of 
his piety and adoration. Nor can I say, sit, that itis intended 
to smooth the mane and calm the roar of the lien. Ail these 
views belong to the class of motives with which I havenothi 


í n> 
y nile member. 
President, to inquire into the mo- 


todo. Bat, sir, Thave something something to 
with the doctrin vere, wh 
the gatare 


ang from tie iasi fie 

for it, to be an wel of homage atthe 
ex, L hare, then, a personal interes s which not 
only justifies 1 but makes ita matter of du y to ex- 
ress my opinions tə record my vote, An i 
omes the more necessary urd proper to 
s, since, if this principle of expunction be adopted, Thave 
uo security that the record of that vore may not be å yed, 
if hereafter it should become expedient to give to the resolution 
the app e of Unanimous approbarh 
kÀ eare called upon id? A man may do 
iy ust take care to have a clear and 
fa wards, si 


reas ns given |} 
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ied 
dion, but in 
mind which 
rence, would 
ess of conse- 
wh y to the present, 
Z ews every act as an insulated event, having no relation to 
what has preceded, and no influence oa what is to follow, to 
expunge from a journal may seem avery harmless act. But, 
sir, even sucha mind n 2 brougni to revolt w 
from thesame measure when it imported the suppres 
the truth, or the assertion ofa faisenood. The appr 
crime are stealihy and mysteriou k 
vice pays to virtue the home of a 
knave puts on the cloak of religion; tie dein 
the friend ofthe people. R becomes, then, my pin 
that to expunge irom the journai Jaisify a record. 

Ler me now draw the aticntion of the Senate to the ternis of 
the resolution. H professes to set forth the wef to be done, | and 
ons fox doing it, And firs „as tothe actitself. Je ji 


precis ine ¢ 
upou to EX PENLE from the Journ 
thet aad in truth to falsify a recor 
might contemplate the one prope 
recard the other with horror. 

h has no futur 
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sage. 


sone ima a critical examinatiqn of the meaning of the term eZ- 
g : 


pungr, and kas given us various instances of its use in a meta- 
phoical sense, and concludes that, because the word may be 
used metaphorically, icis in this instance a harmless metaphor. 
In all its uses, whether literal or metaphorical, it imports de- 
struction; and the beauty and force of the metaphor in every 
instance depends on the precise meaning of its fiteral accepta- 
tion. The term expunge means literally te wipe vet, which 
imports destruction; or, in other words, it imports that some- 
thing which hag an existence shall cease to exist. Whether the 
term is at any time used Iitevaily or metaphorically, will depend 
on the subject matter to which it is applied. Thus, in someòf 
the instances given by the Senator from Pennsylvania, as ia thé 
one “to expunge our sins,” no doubt the word is used meta- 
phorically; but does not the whole furce aud vaine of the ex 
pression depend on its literal meaning, and import that those 
sins shali cease to have a moral existence as reasons for the Di- 
vine vengeance? And when used as app.icable to a section of 
a bill, which is another instance given by the Senator, doen is 
not mean that such section shal] cease to have existence? 

The Senator asks whether, if a resolution passed that a 
section of a billshould be expunged, the Secretary would pro- 
ceed to obliterate it? Tanswer that from the method of our 
proceedings it is not necessary for him to erase every word, 
because the purpose is effectuall answered by drawing his 
black lines across it, or simply writing upon its face the word 
expunged, for in effect it becomes se, by ceasing to have any 
legal existence, and if such bill were ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, the section thus expunged would be 
omitted in the engrossment, as if it had never existed. But 
the authority conferred upon him by such a resolution is lite- 
rally to erase every word of the section, Such, alse, is the 
case when the word is used in relation to a part of the 
journal, and it becomes his duty to blovout or obliterdte from 
its face the passage ordered to be expunged, But it is said 
that the present resolution does not contemplate an actual 
ex ction or obiiteranen of the passa: vat merely atypical 
ene. And Senators seek to reconcile themselves to this mea- 
sure by such a pl is A tyoicalexpancdon! To 

2 wrother a joumal is 
for instance, the passage of a 
r punee trem the jour- 
vidence vf the fact 
solution had been 1, then, you bave 
unge and do actually declare that a passage 
sit not for ail legal purposes suppress 
he evidence uf the fact, no mater what ths manner of ex: 
punetion may be, whether by erasing, by blotting out, or by 
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writing the worl expunged over is face? Could the Secra- 
tary lily, af the adoption of the expunging resolution, 


that such a passage ex on the journal? Lf he were called 
upon tu publish a new ediaon of the journal, woul’ he have 
a right to insert geexpunged? keis in vain that the 
the primed volumes would be evidence 
‘oe printed volumes are only prima facie evi- 
raided jee Convenience, but sould never stand 
ncopy of the journal, There is, then, for all 
urs purposes for which a journal is kept, namely, as evidence 
of a particular wansaction, no difference between an actual 
and atypical eile That in the present instance no 
grave and iuitacdiate Coasequence affecdug individual rights 
Is to folluw, does not alter the case, The principie asserted 
in the resolution is, that the right tv expunge exists; the mode 
of doing it is 6i no consequence; and 1 will show presently 
thatthe exercise of such a power is not only unconstitutional, 
but may be attended with the most important and direct in- 
fluence on the personal rights of individuals. The nataral 
important the necessary legal effect of the phrase “expunge 
frora the journal,” is to destroy the evidence of the fact ex- 
punged, whether it be used literally or metaphorically. 
Having th certained the meaning of the word expunge, 
aud the efert of any mode of expunetion, the question arises 
esany such powerover ita journal. 
s ofa pirucular Wwaneac- 
best evidence, but the 


mere waste paper. r t } 
so far as this pariicular case 1s concerned, there is an end of the 
question The language or the Constitution ia “that each 
House shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and. from time 
to {j ne publish the same. „Resort bas been had to the meaning 
af the word keep, as importing preservation, to show that the 
Co: sition contemplated a permanent, and not a temporary 
But fadaait chat the word Asep does vot necessarily 
i preservation; it may mean preservation for 
parpe: The word keep, like every other word 
uage, must depend for its meaning on the manner in > 
which itis used, on the subject matter lo which it is applied. 
Words are but signs of ideas, and itisone of the imperfections 
of language that it often expresses too much or too hele, while 
in its use consists in the choice of those terms which 
either the simple or complex idea with precision. A 
word, 100, may stand far & whole sentence, fora class of ideas, 
as in the familiar use of this very one. Thua, to keep a horse 
may not merely mean that he is fed, and curried, and atabied, 
but that he is rade; as, Where the conversation being about the 
personal habit of any one in relation to exercise, it should be 
ed of hita he Keeps a horse; the, term imports both pre» 
servation and use. Sein the phrase keep a cow; the use for 
which she i wi plied, asif a houss-kecper were asked 
Po vou buy year milk? and should reply, “No, I keep & 
3 snotouly thatsbe is fed and taken care of, but 
ked. aud Qor mifkconsumed by the family, Se, 
en docs not merely mean thata carriage is locked 
hurthatitis used. Keephouse, Imports the 
old duties; as keep tavern imports the duty 
nending to guests. There cannot be a donbt 
‘keep a journal’? means to make and preserve 
Bur sti the ques jot arises as lo use length of that pre- 
i nf it is contended that the sabsequent injunction ta 
itence the purpose and length of preserva. 
tion. "The words are heep end publish, not kesp 
inorder to publish. Bat waiving ali verbal criticism, let me 
remark that a constitution isinerely a collection of principies; 
and in order to asceriain the force and meaning oF any term, it 
is necessary fo attend to the object of the provision, and the 
principie connected with it. What then, sir, are the purposes 
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self, and.it will then.be seen whether such purposes are of a 
temporary or permanent character, and by cons 
“ther the journal is intended to be a permanent or icujpore 
“yecord, In the first place, it is intended to record the day on 
‘which @ bill has been presented to the President for his'appro- 
bation, and the day on which Congress adjourned, {or on these 
two facts may depend the validity of a Jaw. “Thus, in the 


pro- 

“vided: . 
"Every bill which shall have passed the ITouse of Represen- 
tativesand the Senate shall, before it becomes a law, he present- 
, êd te-the President of the United States: If he approve, ho shall 
sign it; butif not, he shall return it, with his objections, to the 
House in which it originated, dc. y 
tamed by the President within ten days (Sundays excepted) af- 
tev it shall have heen presented to him, the same shall become 
a lawin like manner aa if he had signed it, untess the Con- 
. Sréss, by their adjournment, prevent its return; in which case, 

it shall not be a law.” , 

Here is one permanent purpose as enduring as the law 
itself. 

Inthe second place, itis intended to record the-fact of mem- 
bership in this body, the Senate being the judge, and settling the 
question of membership in cases of coutested election, by the 
express provision of the filth section of the first aricle of the 
Constitution. And this was done in the case of the vencrabie 
‘and distinguished Senator froin Rhode Island (Mr. Robbins.) 
Has not he, and has not his State, a permanent interest in that 
decision, and in the evidence by which it is established? Anu js 
not the journal the highest an the only evidence of that faci? 
Suppose, six, it should become expedieiit at any time to expunge 
such a decision, what would become of the rights of the Senator 
from Rhode Island, if a competitor were to present himself here 
for his seat, with fresh credenials from his State? 

In the third place, it is intended to record the presence of a 
quorum at the opening of each session of Congress, as well as 
to ascertain the fact that Conzress did assemble on the constitu- 
tional day for its meeting. 1e journal always opens with a 
statement of the names of those who assembled whi at is oste 
ascertained that a quxvum is present; itis afterwards taken for 
granted that they perform their duty, and are always present, 
unless the contrary is made to appear. Bat if itso h ned 
that no quorum was pr. sent, or that Congress had asseaibled 
“before it had a legal right to do so, the laws passed under such 
circumstances woukl be merely void "This certainly isa mat- 
ter of permanen. importance 

In the fourth place, itis intended to record the action of this 
body on the conduet of its members, as in the instance of the 
punishment ofany of them for disorderiy bevavior. Suppose 
the case of the expulsion of a member; will notthe right of the 
“Bate from which he cones to send a successor, depend on the 
fictofexpulsion? And could you, by expuaging the resolution 
_of expulsion, rescore him to his seat? And yet, H you destroy the 
-evidence of the expulsion, is there any thing to iavatidafe his 
rights as established by his credentials when he tirst took his 
seat? Suppose he was elected for six years, and you expel him 
atthe expiration of the second, and then expunge the resolution 
of expulsion, how would it be possible to contest his right to a 
seat for the remaining four years? 

In the fifth place, it is intended to ascertain the fact of your 
organization as a court of impeachment, and the judgment 
‘passed on the offender, That judgment may extend to a remo. 
val from office, and a disqualification to hold and enjoy any 
office of honor, trust, or profit, which in its nature is perpetual, 
and is. excepted out of the pardoning power which 1s given to 
the President in all other cases. 

Inthe sixth and last 
“intended to record the v 


from your laws, articles from ‘your treaties, and paragraphs 
from your Constitution ; that he has the right to mutilate and 
destroy the records of the nation? In considering this right o 
expunction, the question is not whether the substance of the 
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plished by the expunction? 1 fear, sir, that the future historian, 

looking over the whole ground of the controversy, will say, 

from the nature of the act, that it was a sacrifice, a peace-offer- 

In this view. we have all 
am interest in the record of the proceedings of this day, for good 
or for evil report. 

But, sir, I come now lo consider the reasons which are offered 
for the adoption of this expunging resolution. They are set 
forth in the preamble, and 1 presume they are the best that can 
he offered. They have been well weighed and considered, and no 
doubt the ability of the Senator fram Missouri has been taxed ta 
the uitermost to present the case in the strongest possible peint 
of view. Iis reasons are eight in number, and the first of them 
is in these words: 

“ Ana whereas the said resolve was irregularly, illegally, and 
unconstitutioually adopted by the Senate in violation of the 
rights of defence which beiong to every citizen, and in subver- 
sion of the fundamental principles of law and justice: becanse 
President Jackson was thereby adjudged. and pronounced to be 
guilty ofan impeachable ofttiice, and a sigma placed upon him 
as a violator of his oath of office, and ef the Laws and Constitu- 
tion, which he was sworn to preserve, protect, and defend, 
without going through the forms of an impeachment, and with: 
out allowing to him the benefits of a trial, or the means of de- 
fence.” 

Is this true in 
reason professes te 
March, 1834, the $ 
the foliowing resolution: 

“ Resolced, That the President, in the late executive pro. 
ceedings in relation to the revenue, has assumed upon himself 
authority and powernot conferred by the Constitution and laws, 
but in derogation of both.” 

Is this first reason, then, a true description of the subject to 
which itrefers? Ifthe Senate had organized itself into a Court 
of Impeachment, called in the Chief Justice to preside, as re- 
quired by the Constitution, and then proceeded to try the 
President without hearmg him, and to pronounce judgment 
upon him of removal from office, more could not have been 
said; no stronger language ‘would be required to describe so 
wanton a violation of constitutional law.. Isthere no difference 
between the cases? Can a stronger case of the perversion and 
abuse oflanguage be put than this, which would represent a 
simple resolution of a deliberative assembly, expressing merely 
an opinion which has no legal effect whatever on-the its of 
the individual, as the judgment of a court which acts dir ctly 
and immediately upon those rights? The preceeding referred 
to hag neither the form nor substance. of a judgment. Nor is 
the slightest guilt imputed in the opinion as expressed by the 
resolution. It states a fact, “that the President has assumed 
upon himself authority and power net conferred by the Con- 
stitution,” but is silent as te the motives and intention with 
which that fact was accompanied, the corrupt and wilful cha- 
racter of which alone could give to the proceeding the attribute 
of guilt. But suppose, for a moment, thatthe Senate had, 
losing sight of the principles of law and justice, formed itself 
into a Court of Impeachment, and proceeded, without a hea ing, 
to pass judgment on the individual: would that be a reason 
for expunging the record, for suppressing the evidence of so 
monstrous a proceeding? On the contrary, sir, it shenld stand 
asa monument of disgrace and dishonor to the men who parti- 
cipated in it, Tks degal effect would be nothing; its moral in- 
fluence woukl recoil on their own heads, and they should be 

shejd to that responsibility to public opinion, to secure which it 
was provided that the yeas and nays should be entered on the 
journal. In this view of the subject, the hollowness and fallacy 
of the reason assigned is manifested, by the fact that those who 
seek to suppress the evidence are not those who advocated, 
but those who opposed, the resolution. But, sir, 1t is the fate 
of a false position to embody the principles of its own destruc- 
tion. If this reason be a true description of the regolution of 
28th March, 1834, and sufficient far its expuaction, is it not 
perceived that this very expunging resolution and its preamble 
is open to the same objection, as ronouncing judgment on 
those Senators who supported the former, as guilty of en im- 
peachable offence and violaters of their oaths of office, without 
the benefit ofa trial? It should, then, in its turn, be. expunged; 
and if I were called upon to draw up a preamble upon the 
strength of this precedent, should use the same language, as 
being as fair and legitimate a description of the present resolu 
tion and its preamble as this reason 1s. descriptive of the resoly- 
thon of March 28, 1834. It is absolutely suicidal, 

The gecond reason is as follows: Š 

“And whereas the said resolve, in all its shapes and forms. 
was unfounded and erroneous in point of fact, and therefore 

“unjustand unrighteous, as-well as irregtflar and Wnconstitution. 


point of faci? The proceeding of which this 


be 


descriptive was tis! On the 28th day or 
Ins usual course of business, adopted 


al, Secause the said President Jackson, neither in the act of dis. 


missing My. Duane, norin the appointment of Mr. Tan 

specified iu the first form of the resolves nor in taking upon 
himself the removing of the depgsites, as specified in tbe second 
form of the -earrie-reso've; nor in any act which was then, or 
can now be specified under the vague and ambiguous terms of 
the general denunciation contained in the third and last form of 
the resolve, did door commit any act in Violation or in deroga. 
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ofthe people.” 

Tresubstance of this reason is, that the resolution was erro. 
neousin point of fact. Is that a reason for expunging it? It 
might form a very göod re fora counter-resolution. The 
subjectis onson whicha diference of opinion might fairly ex- 
ist, and that difference was expressed atthe time, both in de- 
bate and on the journal; but surely that difference of opinion is 
no reason fox destroying the evidence that such an opinion was 
expressed. i 

The third reason is, that 
“The said resolve, as adopted, is uncertain and ambiguous, 
containing nothing but a loose ant floating charge for derogat- 
ing from ike laws and Constitution, and assuming ungranted 
power and auihority in the late executive proceedings in rela- 
tion to the public revenue, without specifying,” &c, y 
This reason conflicts with both tiie others, implying that, if 
the resolve were detailed and specific, it ought not to be ex- 
punged. If all these are reasons for the same act, they should 
net be antagonist to each other, but should harmoniously tend 
tothe same conclusion. But want of detail can be no reason 
for suppressing the evidence that such a resolution ‘was 
adopted. 

The fourth reason is merely an amplification of the third, 

The fifth reason is as follows: 

“And whereas the Senate being the constitutional tribunal 
for the trial of the President, when charged by the House of 
Representatives with offences against the jaws and Constitution, 
the adoption of the said resolve before any impeachment prefer- 
red by the House was a breach of the privileges of the House; 
a violation of the Constitution; a subversion of justice; a rejns 
dication ofa question which might legally come before the Se. 
nate; and a disqualification of that body to verform its constitu. 
tiona! duty with fairness and impartiality, if the President 
shouldthereafter be regularly impeached by the House of Re- 
presentatives for the same offence.” ` 

The same answer may be given to this reason as is given to 
the first, that it is not a fair and true descriytion of the case. 
It treats the resolution of 1834 as if it were a judgment of the 
Senate in its judicial capacityas a court of impeachment, when 
in truth itis nothing more than the expression of an opinion in 
its chara@r of a deliberative assembly. Itis no breach of the 
privilegesof the House of Representatives, since it neither an. i 
ticipates nor precludes an impeachment, _Itis no prejudication 
of any question which might come before ‘the Senate as a 
court of impeachment, since such question must be one of 
guilt, and nothing ofthe kindis imputid in the resolution. But. 
again: if ail this were true, tt would be no reason for expung- 
ing, or, in other words, destroying the evidence of the fact that 
such a resolution’ was adopted. 

Bus, sir, we come now to the sixth reason, which is perhaps 
the wue motive, though not a justification for this extraordi- 
nary proceeding, and a gleam of light is thrown upon the sub- 
ject, which gives it color and complexion. The substance of 
th son Ts, that the Presidenvs protest was rejected, aad not 
permitted to be entered upon the journal, while memorials and 
petitions against him were duly and honorably received. Here 
is another instance of that conflict with other reasons, which 
was remajked upon in adverting to the third. It implies that, 
if the protest had been received, then the resolve should not be ` 
expunged. But, with that confusion of ideas which seems to ` 
characterize the whgle preamble, it places the protest of the 
President on the same footing with petitions from the people. 
The President demanded that his. protest should be spread 
upon the journal, which he had no right to do. But, suppusing 
fora moment that he had, is the refusal a reason for expunging 
the resolution to which the protest has reference?- The people 
have an undoubted tight to express their opinions and wishes, 
inthe form of petitions and mcorials, but the President, as. 
such, has no right to notice the proceedmgs of any other branch 
of the Government in. the form of a protest. It is no part.of 
the functions or privileges of Executive power to review and 
rebuke the proceedings of the legislative or judicial branches 
ofthe Government. The aspect which the whele subject ag- 
sumes, in contemplating this reason, is that of retaliation. It 
looks like offering an indignity to this body by way of compen- - 
sating the slight of Execuuve power. t 4 

The seventh and eighth reasons may be classéd together, and 
resolve themselves into the general allegation that the said re- 
solve was inopportune, of evil example, and dangerous prece- 
dent. All of which, being a mere matter of opinion, about | 
which a fair difference might arise, could furnish no reason for `< 
expunging the resolve, however it might be urged as'a reason 
for passing a counter-resolution. We have thus, sir, gone - 
through them all, and do not find one which justifies the con-.. 
clusion that the resolution should be expunged. And if they 
do not singly support that conclusion, they cannot do it collec- 
tively. A thousand bad reasons have no more force than’ one. 

We may say, then, of this preamble, what was said of Gratia- 
no’s reasoning: "Gratiano. speaks an infinite deal of nothing, 
more than any man in all Venice; his reasons are as two 
grains of wheat hid in two bushels of chaff} you shall seek all 
day ere you find them; and when you have them they are not 
worth the search.” A 

But it is said the Senate had no right to pass such a resolu- . 
tion; that it cannot be justified as the fair exercise of any one -> 
of ita powers, Still it may be answered, it is a fact that sucha 
resolution was adopted, and the objection involves a mere dife 
ference of opinion, which cannot be a reason for destroying the 
evidence of the fact. But as to the right itself, I think there 
canbe no doubt of its existence, when the subject is fully’ un- 
derstood. The Senate, under the Constitution, has various 
powers, legislative, judicial, and executive. The error lies in- 
attempting to discover and explain the xight to pass such a 
resolution in the exercise of any of these powers. 

The object of all these powers is the modification of some 
social or political right. Bu: the Senate is a deliberative 
body, and, as such, must have opinions, and express them, It 
is the inherent right and property of every deliberative assem» 
bly to have and express opinions, which can only be done by 
resolution. A resolution of thanks cannot be traced to any one ` 
of these powers, neither can a resolution of condolence; and yet 
noone ever doubted the right to pass either the one or tha. 
other. If it were necessary toresort to the Constitution for any - 
expresz.or implied authority, it might be found in the seveni 
section of the fourth article, which, in its Jast paragraph, sups 
poses that there are other resolutions than legislative acte, or. 
such as require the concurrence of both Houses. But the very 
institution of a deliberative assembly, in the nature of things, 
supposes and involves the existence of opinions and the right : 
ofexpressing them, The powere of auch an iL ah 
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other words, the control which it may exercise over the social 
or political rights of others, is a vecy diferent matter, and de- 
perids on the provisions of the Constituiion which gives it ex- 
jstence. But is it not somewhat remarkable that those who 
make the objection do not perceive that this very expunging 
resolution which they advucaie presupposes the right? the 
Senate has no right to pass any Tesolntion but such ascan be 
traced to one Of those powers, what right has it to pass this 
expunging resolution? Into such absurdities, sir, will men fall 
when they seek to sustain, by reasoning, a faise position. The 
right, then, to pass such a resolution Itake tobe unquestionable, 
andthe exercise of it may be,attimes,highly expedient,asa check 


or eaution to the wantonness or heedlessness of Excutive power, ° 


and as a measure short ofirmpeachment. But, sir, what is im- 
peachment? A farce, a nullity! Iris, like the case of the electoral 
colleges, an abortion. There is litile danger to be apprehend- 
ed but from a popular President; and the very fact of his being 
such, under the party organization of this country, suppoacs 
the fact that he is sustained and supported by a majority of 
the body in whom the impeaching power resides. I might 
here, sir, conclude what I wished to say in relation to the mat 
ter now depending before the Senate, having, as I think, esta- 
plished two propositions, which cover the whole ground: first, 
thatthe Senate, asa deliberative assembly, had the right to 
pass the resolution of March 28, 1834; and, secondly, that, 
whether true or not in point of fact, we have no right to ex- 
punge it, because the journal is, by the Constitution, a PERMA- 
NENT RECORD. Iwillfurther incidentally remark that, if the 
right of expunction exists, and is to be established by this pre- 
cedent, then a subsequent Senate may expunge this expunging 
resolution; and so, in all time to come, these successive ex- 
punctions may serve to indicate the triumph or defeat of the 
respective political parties of the country. But an attempt 
has been made to sustain this measure by a resort to prece- 


dents. Sir, precedents arc of no authority when opposed to a 
clear, ascertained, settled principle. They are r ed to in 
doubtful cases, and often to avoid the force of principle. It is 
easier, at all times, to follow precedents than to reason. But, 


sir, above all things. precedents drawn fiom a period of revolu- 
tion, such as that referred to by the Senator from Virginia, 
(Mr. Rives,) are ofno weight in atime of profound tranquil 
when security and leisure give opportunity. for reflecaon. 
may be very expedient, in a moment of unsettled gov 
and of violence, to suppress the evidence of a particular pro- 
ceeding ; but one could scarcely rely upon such authority for a 
warrant to corrupt a constitutional record in moments of secu- 
rity and regular government, And yet such is the character 
of the Senator’s domestic precedent, As to his English prece- 
dents, they are of no value on a question like this, which 
does not depend on general parliamentary practice, buton the 


express provisions of a written Constitution, which has directed 
the keeping of a journal, and contemplates that journal as ¢ 
permanent record. 

Tam warned by the Tateness of the hour that it is time te 
take leave of the sib f 


ct; but, sir, before 
a few remar 8 
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itinto contempt and odium with the people? But, fi 

let us inquire into the fact. Aristocracy in America! Where 
are its elements, where its means and appliances? Here, sir, 
where the wheel of fortune is perpetually revolving ; where 
the poor, man of to-day becomes the rich man of to-morrow, 
and no one can tell, whatever his present actual property, that 
his grandson may not be compelled to earn his bread by the 
sweat of his brow; wheve political rights are equal, and the 
avenues to wealth and honor open to every man; where the 
Jaws and customs of the cour no in} 
in asettied course of descent, but kK up 
various rivulets, that weaith which may ha 
up in the course of temporary accumulation; I say 
and under such circumstances, to talk of aristocracy 
sult to the common sense of the community. I see, 
practicable refutation of this sentiment in the persons of the 
distinguished men by whom I am surrounded. To what pa- 
tronage were they indebted for the honorable distinetion 
which they have attained? To what do they owe therreceva- 
tion and the high consideration ia which th 

whole country, but tothe unaided ciforis of t 0 
ties? Why, sin you find in the person of your Chief Ma 
trate another striking proof of its error. A poor b t 
I believe the story s, cnfled during the vevoludepary war 
by a British officer for not performing some menial office, 
wins his way to the highest honors of the republic, and 
comes te preside over the destines of a great people; “ bids the 
Romans mark him, and write his speeches in their books.’ 
Sir, the terms is a mere catchword, er, to use the metaphor 
of the Senator from South Carolina, ‘a mere linkling bell to 
bring together a rabble of ideas which overwhelm all rea 
soning ae . 

One of the strongest objections E have had tothe course of 
the present adminis vt, has been its constant effort to array 
the different portions of society against each other, and its habit 
of appealing for aupport to the worst p DDS and prejudices 
ofovy nature. When heard the distinguished Senator from 
Virginia (Mr. Rives) a few days since, in the debate on the 
Treasury circular, declare that he did not belang to that class 
of politicians who divided society horizontally, but rather per 
pendicularly, into classes who mutually sustained and sepport- 
ed each other, [thought T perceived the dawn of a better siate 
of things, and I feit grateful to him, sir, for the sentiment, but 
alas! sir, I fear that it was Duta temporary impulse of sound 
feeling, that must subside cy of the panty. 

To test the soundness í fori 
consider the nature af this Goy è emph 
Government as contradisungy ioma confedera 
ed in its powers, tho sup r shere; the] 
powers being vested jn a Congress, : 

House of Representatives. The people, being the source of 
ali. power, elect, either immediately or mediately, their 
representatives; immediately in the Instance of the House 
of Representatives, mediately in the instance of the 
nate, We are all, sir, the representatives of the people, though 
chosen after a different manner. I claim, sir, to be not the im- 
mediate but the general representative of the State of Virginia, 
as I hold that Senator to be the general representative of Dela- 
ware; and J, for one, thank Virginia for having sent so able and 
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distinguished a representative of our common interests. The 
more permanent character of the representation in this hody is 
a check ym posed by the people themseives on their own action. 
Thc whole system is one of checks and balances. The two 
Houses of Congress are mutual checks on each other. The 
Senate may fairly be presumed to be the more grave and sedate 
body, from the general fact of possessing Jess of youth and its 
attributes, although, sir, to be sure, there are some veterans in 
the other Honse, as well as some youthful aspirants in this. 
The ancient Germans, sir, who carried among thenations whom 
they conquered their notions of civil polity, were inthe habit of 
arguing every question twice, once at their carousals, probably 
drunk, and once sober, that there might be in their councils a 
due degree of vivacity and deliberation. The same idea may 
be supposed to be carried out in our institutions, though the 
requisite attributes may not be insured by the same meane. In 
claiming, sir, for this body the attribute of deliberation, Ido not 
mean to say that we are by contradistinction the sober body. 
The Constitution which has established this sys fg 
ernment was the peaceable and deliberate work of the peop? 
Tt was not, sir, the result of accident, or of a struggle for po 
cal power between differ of society. To find fault, 
then, with the Senate, is to impeach the wisdom and intelli- 
gence of the people themselves. It is they, who, in adopting the 
Federal Constitution, have said that thé Senate shall be organ- 
ized as we find it, have pr bed the mode of its election, and 
given to it the character of greater permanency. But, sir, lask 
again, what is the meaning of this sentiment? Are we to be 
prepared for reducing the Government to a unii, as we have 
been told that the cabinet should be one? Is it intended to blot 
out the component parts of this system, and reduce the Govern. 
ment to the simple relation of the President and the people? In 
the message of 1832, the Supreme Court was assailed, and its 
authority, as the interpreter of the Constitution, denied: and 
now, sir, 1 issouri (Mr, Benton) 
that the President has corrected aud repealed whe decision of 
that court in relation ta the ¢ itationality of the Rank of the 
at i s opinion, ail that remai 
Cone is toissue an eudila querella to 
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the citadel of thine 
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tive of himself and hi 
with what he may d 
should have been be 
but, sir, Putterly deny its justice ani 
myself, orthose with whom Ihave the 
n relation to tis € 

ma, and } believe a 
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Chey would t . 
have our being; and as we 
we shall be the last to abandon it 
about the policy of the Executiv 
to loak to that source for the i 
To my mind, ail this is a piece v 
conception of Executive power a 
H $ sent Chief 
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Tn opening thes et of this expungi 
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This, no doubt, ‘ction ta the measure 
whirh is proposed, anid ive to indicate it i 


cribed atone tine a 
humility trom behind 
another rebuking with 


mate aim and purpose 
teaching the s 
the cotton bags 
the thundsr of American 
ocean, “bestriding i} a 
content with this p! 
with all civic virtues and superhums y 
ing to this strain of adulation. every sober-minded individual 
must have involuntarily exciaim with Cass “Now m 
the names of all the gods at once, upon what meat doth this 
our Cesar feed that be is grown so greai? Siz, Lam not dis- 
posed to deny his real merits. or to withheld my gratitude for 
his real services. He has, rendered good service to his 
country, and weil has that country repaid him for it, But that 
service was in a military, net in & civil capacity. 

Nuch has, as usual, been said about the people, and the 
people’s friends: and an impression is attempted to be given 
thar those who support this administration are alone the friends 
of the peo, 
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sidential election; but ihis nouen of a verdict is gathered from 
tke fact of the continued ascendancy of the party, and the rer 
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people has established that it is right and proper to use tobacco, 
and that the legitimate mode of doing so is by smoking it in an 
earthen pipe. 

But all this; sir, is apart from the main question. 
called upon to expunge a resolution trom our journal, to sup- 
press the evidence of a fact, to falsify a record? the right to 
do so were a matter ef doubt merely, it would be the part of a 


We are 


pradent and conscientious man to pause, Let not, I pray, sir, 
ihe excitement of party spirit hurry this body to an act whick 
is a clear infraction of the Constitution; be satisfied with a com. 
ter-resolution, expressing in as stroug terms as you please your 
approbation of the Presidents conduct and your repugnance 
to the resolution of the 28th of March, 1834, but do not let us 
inflict another wound upon the greater charter of the Union. 
Rely upon it, siv, that if the frenzy of party spirit, or any othor 
motive, shall lead you ta do this deed, you will find yourselves 
in tke condition of a homicide, who, having exhausted his ma- 
lige in a deed of violence, recoils with horror ang remorse from - 
the victim of his passion. 
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ADMISSION OF MICHIGAN, 
SPEECH OF MR. CALHOUN, 


"i: 
Or Boura CAROLINA. 
LAs reported by the National Intenigencer.] 

In Senate, Thursday, dunuary 5.—My. Grenny, chairman of 
the Committee on, die Judiciary, having moved that the bill 
to admit the State of Michigan into the Union be now read a 
wird time-— 

Mir. CALHOUN addresecd the Senate in opposition to the 


i have ¢ 


that tong period I have iook 
have en 
ples 


asvaiis our political system 


1, at this itive, tL most requires 


jections t0 the bil rest wainly on 
a tate. Shey bave been felt by 
hat ity advocates have been ` 
$ the only way of meeting the ob- 
} iain point at issue berween the 
nd the opponents of the bii. It turns ona fact, and 
t presents the question—is Michigan a State? 
If (said Mr. C.) there ever was a party committed on a fact— 
if there ever was one estopped from denying it--that party is 
the present majority in the Senate, and that fact, that Michigan 
State, It is the very party who urged through this body, 
l jon, a hili for the admission of the State of Michi. 
cepted her Constitution, and declared inthe most 
vegt terms that she was a State. 1 will not 
the tine of the Senate by reading this solemn declara- 
Tt has frequently been read during this debate, and is fa- 


tion, 
miliat to all who hear me, and has not been questioned or 
denied. Butit has been said there is a condition annexed to 
the declaration, with whic t comply, hefore she can 


Stare. There condition, but it has been 
zany colleague and t from the plajn wording of 
act, that the condiden is not aitached to the acceptance of 
the Constitution, nor the declaration that she is a State, but 
simply to her admission into the Union. Twill not repeat the 
argument, but, in order to place the subject beyond contro- 
{shall recall to memory the history of the last session, 
as connected with the admission of Michivan. The facts need 
butto be re d to, in order to revive their recollection. 
There were two points proposed to be effected by the friends 
of the bil at the last session. The first was to settle the con- 
troversy, as to boundary, between Michigan and Ohio, and it 
object alone which imposed the conaition that Michi- 
nt to the boundary prescribed by the act as the 
mof her admission. But there was another object to 
i Two respectable gentlemen, who had been 
d by th te as Senators, were then waiting to take 
ats on this floor; and the other object of the bill was to 
their seatsas Senators on the admissian 
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further delay.” } 
Mr, Catnocn then asked—Does not every Senator ree the 
two objects—the one to settle the boundary, and the other to 
admit her Senators to a seat in this body; and that the seetion 
is so warded as ta effect bath, in the manner I have stated? i 
at 


the passage of the bill, when the gr 


veonstitution, under the ord 
‘ant ‘and that she was of righi, 
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his iéeded confirmation, it would find 

mil wis: 
present. majority, that Michigan. had a ri 
ce of 1787, without our con- 
and in faci, a Siaie, beyond aur 


“the: 


eontrol =o É j ieee 
‘Teowith(said Mr: C.) explain my own views on this point, ia 


‘order that the consistency of my course at the last and preseut 
» session may be clearly seen. x 


My opinion. was, and still is, that tho movement of the pea- 
pleof Michigan in forming for themselves a State Constitution, 
without.walting for the assont of Congress; was revoliionary, 
as bs threw! off the authority of the United States over the 
‘Territory; and that we were left at liberty 10 treat-the proceed- 
ings‘as revolutionary, and to remand her to her Territorial con- 


z dition, or to:waive the irregularity, and to recognise what was 


‘done as rightfully done, as oar authority:alone was ¢oncerned. 

My impresstoir. was, that the former wis the proper course; 
but i also thought thatthe act remansing her back should con- 
tain ọur assent in the usual manner for her to form a Constitu- 
ton, and thus to leave her Tee to become a State, This, bow- 
ever, was overruled. The opposite opinion prevailed, that she 
-haida perfect right to do what she had done, aud thai she was, 
as T have stated. a State both in fact and rig: 


wt, and that we had 
no:controlover her; and our act accordingly recognised her as 
a State, from the time she had adopted her constitution, and 
admitsed her into the Union on the condition of her assenting to 
the prescribed boundaries. Having thus solemnly recognised 
her as a State, we cannot now undo what was then done. 
There were, in fact, many irregularities in the proceedings, all 
of which were urged in vain against its passage; but the 
Presidential, election was then pending, and the vote of Michi- 
gan was considered of sufficient weight to overrule all objec- 
tions, and correct all irregularities. They were all accordingly 
overruled, and we cannot now go back. 

Such was the corse, and such the acts of the majority at the 
last:session.. -A few short mouths have since passed. Oiher ob- 
jects are now to be effected, and attis forgotten as completely 
asif they had never existed. The very Senators who then 
forced the act through, on the ground tha: Michigan was a 
State, have wheeled completely rou id, to serve the present pur- 
pose, and taken directly the opposite ground! We live in 
strange and inconsistent times, Opinio taken up and laid 
down ‘as suits the occasion, without hesitation, or the slightest 
regard to principles or cousistency. Tt indicates an.unsound 
alate oi the public mind, pregnant with future disasters. 

| dtum to the position now assumed by the majority te suit 
the present occasion; and, ink mistake not, it will be found as 
falee in fact, and as erroneous in principle, as it is inconsistent 
with that maintained at the last session. They now take the 
ground that Michigan is nota State. and cannot, in fhet.bea State 
Ui he is atmet ixo the Union; and this on tke broa } princi- 
ple ats Territory cannot became a Siate til! admitted. Such 
is the posivion distinctly taken by several- of the friends of this 
bili aiut dmpied nthe arguments of n arty all who have spo- 
Ken is ns favor, In fact, its advacates had no choice. As un- 
tenable as it ia, they were forced on this desperate positon. 
Thy had no other which they cor occupy. 

1 have shown that ic is directly In the face of the law of the 
last session, and that it denies the recorded acts of those who 
now-maintain the pesition, F now go (urther, and assert that it 
is indirect opposition to plain and unquestionable matter of 
fact. ‘There is no fact more certain than that Michigan is a 
Biate. She's in the full exercise of sovereign authority, with 

: a Legislature and a Chief Magistrate. She passes laws; she 
executes them; she regulates Files; and even takes away life 
~-all on-her own authority. Ours has entirely ceased over her; 
and yet-there are those who can deny, with all these facts be- 
fore-them, that sheis a State. They might as well deny the 
exiatence of this Hall! We have long since assumed unlimited 
control over the Constitution, to twist, and turn, and deny it as 
it suited our purpo And it would seem that we are pre- 
sumpttiously attemptuag to asime like upremacy over facts 
themselves, as if their existence or non-existence depead.don 
our volition, Tapeak freely. The oceasion demands that the 

“truth should be boldly uttered. 

Bat those who may not regard their own recorded acts, ner 
the plain facts of the case, imiy p rssibly feel the awkward cna- 
dition in which coming events may shortly place them. The 
admission of Michigan is not the only paint involved in the 
passage ofthis bill A question will follow, which may be pre- 
sented to the Senate in a very few days, as to the right of Mr. 
Norvell and Mr. Lyon, the two respectabie gentlemen who have 
heen elected Senators by Michigan, to take their seats in this 
‘Hail. The decision of this question will require a more sud- 
den facing about than has heen yet witnessed. Tt required seven 
or eight months for the majority to wheel abont from the posi- 
tion maintained at the last i to that taken at this, bnt there 
may ngt be allowed thean uow as many days to wheel Dick to 
the old: position. These gentlemen cannot be refused their seats 
after the admission of the State by those gentemen wio passed 
theaet of the last session It provides for the case. . naw pat 
cie to the friends of this bill, and Fask then to weigh the question 
deliberately—to bring ithome to their basom and conscience 
betore they answer-—can a'Territory elect Senators to Congress? 
‘Che Constitution is express; States only can chouse Renators. 
Were not these gentlemen. chason long before the admission of 
Michigan; before the Ann Arbour. aneeting, and while Michi an 
was, according to the doctrines of:the friends.of this bill. n Ter- 
ritary?. Will they, in the face'of the Constitution, which they 
are sworn to support, admit-as Senatorson this floor those who 
by their own statement, were elected by a Territory? These 
questions may soon be presented -for decision. The majority 
who are forcing this bill through, are already committed by the 
act of the last session, and I leave them to reconcile, as they can 
the ground they now take with the vote they must give when 
the question Of their right to take their seats is presented for 
decision. 


A. total disregard ofall principle and consistency has ko en- 
tangled thissubject, thatthere is buit one mode 


thatis, to return back to where we stood when the question was 
ted; to acyniesce in the right of Miéhigan to form a 
doa, and erect herself into a State, under the ordinance 
of 1787; ani ty repesi so-much. of the act of the last session as 
preseried the candition on which she was tohe admitted, This 
was. the object of thea amendmen that I offered Jest evening, ‘iy 
order to’ relieve the “Senate Som its present dilemma. The 
amondmest involved ‘the merits of the wholé cacc, Tt was too 


Jate'in the day for discussion, aud T asked for igdulgençe till ta. | 
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} EON left ofextricating ; 
ourselves wothout trampling the Constitnton in the duet, and ` 


Admission of Atichigan into the Union—Mr. Cathoun. < Senate. 


A hiigence w 

ri third reading; and I have 
heen thi anpeiled to address the Senate when it is too late to 
amend the bill 
both as to ita principles and details, New as such precee i 
| are in this body, [complain not. {,as one of the minority, ask 
no favors. All Task is, that the Constitution be not violated. 
liell it sacred, and I shalt be the last to complain. 

I now return to the assumption that a Territory cannot be- 
come a State till admitted ipto the Union, which is now relied 
on with s3 mach confidence to prove that Michigan is nota 
State. I reverse the position: I assert the opposite, thata 
Territory cannot be admitted till she becomes a State: and in 
this, ] stand. on the authority of the Constitution itself, which 
expressly limits the power of Congress to admitting new 
S ates into the Union. But, if the Constitution had heen silent, 
he weuld indeed be ignorant of the character of our political 
system, who did not see that States, sovereign and inde- 
pendent communities, and not Territories. can only be admit- 
ted. Oursisa Union of States, a Federal Repnblic. Slates 
and not Ter itories, form its component parts, bound together 
by a a sotemn league, In the form of a constitutional compact. 
In coming into the Union, the State pledges its faith -to this 
sacred compact; an act which none but a sovereign and inde- 
dependent community is competent to perform, and. of course, 
a Territory must firat be raised to that condition before ele 
can take her stand among th: confederated States of our 
Union. Haw can a Territory pledge its faith tothe Constitu- 
tion? It has no will of its own. You give it all its powers, 
and you can at pleasure overrule all her actiens. I! sheen- 
tersas a Territory, the act ds yours, not hers. Her ‘consent 
is nothing without your authority and sanction. Can you, 
can Congress, become a party to the constitutional compact? 
How absurd! : 

But Iam told, if this be so, if a Territory must become a 
State before it can be admitted, it would follow that she might 
refuse to ente’ the Union after she had acquired the right of 
actiny for herself Certainly she may. A State cannot he 
Sorced into the Union. She must came in by her awn free 
assent, given in her highest sovereign capacity, through a con- 
vention of the people of the State. Such is the constitutional 
provision; and those who make the objection must overlook 
both the Constitution and the elementary principles of onr 
Government, of which the right of self-government is the 
first; the right of every people to form their own govern- 
ment, and to determine their political condition. ‘This is the 
docurine on which our fathers acted in our glorious revolu- 
Gon, which has done mor: far the canse of hberty throughout 
the world, than any event within the record af sters: and 
on which the Government has acted from the trst, as reaards 
all that portion of our extensive territory that lies beyond the 
limits of the original States. Read the ordinance of 1787, and 
the varions acis for the admission af new States, any vou will 
find the principle invariably recognised and acied on. to the 
present unhappy instance, witout a-y departure fram i, ex- 
ceptin dhe case of Missouri. The admission of Michigan is 
destined, 1 fear, to mark a great change in the history of the 
admission of new States, a total departure from tke old usage, 
andthe noble principle of sel goverument on which that usage 
was founded. Every thing, thus far, has been Irregular andı 
monstrous connected with her admission. 1 trust it is no 
ominous. Surrounded by lakes within her natural limits 
(which ought not to have been departed from,) possessed of 
fertile soil and genial climate, with every prospect of wealth, 
power, and influence, who but must regret that she should 
be ushered into the Union ina manner so irregularly and un 
worthy of her future destiny. 

But I will waive these objections, constitutional and all. 1 
will suppose, with the advocates of the bill, that a Territory 
cannot become a State till admitted into the Union. Assum ing 
all this, Lask them to explain.to me how the mere oot of ad- 
mission can transmute a Territory into a State? 
authority would she he made a State? 
we make a State? 


ment. They then present their Constitution to Congress, and 
ask the privilege (for one itis of the highest character) to he- 
The 
as required by 
no other condi- 
to secure the authority 
i hin her limits. This 
; stablished form, instituted by our ancestors of 
the revolution, who so well understood the “great principles of 
liherty and self-government. How simple! how sublime! 
What a contrast tothe doctrines of the present day, and the 
precedent which, I fear, we are about to establish! And shall we 
fear, so long as these sound principles are observed, that a 
State will reject this high privilege—wil refuse to enter this 
Union? No; she will rush into your embrace, so long as your 
institutions are worth preserving. When the advantages of the 
Jrion shall have become a maner of calculation and doubt; 
when new States shall pause to determine whether the Union isa 
eurse or blessing, the question which now agitates us will cease 
to have any importance. i a 
Having now, J trust, established beyond all controversy that 
Michigan isa State, I come tothe great point at issne, to the de- 
cision of which all that has been said is but Preparatory, had 
the self-created assembly which met at Ann Arbor the authorit 
fospeak in the name of the people of Michigan; to assent ta the 
conditions containéd in the act of the last session; to supersede a 
portion of the Constitution of the State, and to overrnle the dis-- 
sent sf the convention of the- people, regularly called by the 
constituted authoritiea of the State; to the condition ‘ef admis: 


my views. {] sion?. I shall not repeat what I 


ul after a majority have committed themselves’ 


rid when F first addressed thé 
Senate on this bill, Weall, by this time, know the character 
of that assemblage; that it met without the sanction ofthe 
authorities of the State, and that it Cid not pretend to represent. 
one third of the pecple. We al! know that the State had regu- 
Jarly convened a convention of ‘he people, expressly to take into 
consideration the condition op which it, was proposed to admit 
her into the Wnion, and that the convention, after full delibera- 
tion, had declined to give its assent by a considerable majority. 
With a knowledge of all these facts, T put the question, had the 
assembly a righi to act for the State? Was it a convention of 
the people of Michigan in the true, legal, and constitutional 
sense of that term? Ts there one within the limits of my voice, 
that can Jay his hand on his breast, and honestly say it was?’ Ig 
there.one that does not feel that it was neither more nor less 
than a merc caucus; nothing buta party caucus, of which we 
have the strongest evidence in the perfect unanimity of those 
whoassembled? Not a vole was given against admission. Can 
there be x proof that. it was a meeting got up by party 
machinery, for party purposes? 

Butt go further. ft was not only a party caucus, for party 
purpose, buf a criminal meeting, a meeting to subvert the 
authority of the State, and to assume its sovereignty. Tknow 
not whether Michigan has yet passed laws to guard her sove- 
reignty. Kt may be thatshe has not had time to enact laws for 
this purpose, which no community is long without; but I do 
aver, if there be such an act, or ifthe common Jaw be in force in 
the State, the acters in that meeting might be indicted, tried, 
and punished for the very act on which it is now proposed to 
admit the State into the Union. If such a-meeting as this 
were to undertake to speak in the name of South Carolina, we 
would speedi y teach its authors what they owed to the autho- 
rity and dignity of the State. The act was notonly in contempt 
of the anthority of the State of Michigan. but a directs insult on 
this Government. Here is a self-created meeting, convened for 
a criminal object, which has dared to present to this Govern- 
ment an act of theirs, and to expect that we are to receive this 
irregular and criminal act asa fulfilment-of the condition which 
we had prescribed for the admission of the State! Yet I fear, 
forgetting our own dignity, and the rights of Michigan, that/we 
are ah ut to recognise the validity of the act, and quietly to sub. 
mit to the insukt, 7 

The year 1836 (said Mr. C.) is destined to mark the most re- 
markable change inour political institutions, since the adop- 
tion of the Constitution. The events of the year have made a 
deeper innovation on the principles of the Constitution, and 
evinced a stronger tendency to revolution,than any which have 
oecurred from itsadoption to the present day. Sir, (said Mr. 
C. addressing the Vice President) duty compels me to speak of 
facts intimately connected with yourself. Ta deference to your 
feelings as presiding officer of the body, I shall speak of them 
with all possible reserve, much more reserve than I should 
otherwise have done if you did not occupy tat seat. Among 
the first of these events which Tshall notice, is the caucus of 
Raltimore; that too, like the Ann Arbour cauens, has been dig- 
nified with the name of the Convention of the People. This 
caucus was got up under the countenance and express authori- 
ty of the President himself; and its edict, appointing you his 
successor, has been sustained, not only by the whole patronage 
and power of the Government, but by his active personal influ: 
eace and exertion, Through its instrumentality he has suc- 
ceeded in controlling the voice of the people, and for the first 
time the President has appointed his successor; and thus the 
first preat step of converting eur Government into monarchy 
has been achieved. These are solemn and omineus facta. 
No one who has examined the result of the last election can 
doubt their truth. Itis now certain that you are not the free 
and unbiassed choice of the people of these United. States: 
If left to your own popularity, without the active and direct 
influence of the President, and the power and patronage of 
the Government, acting through a mock convention of the peo- 
ple, instead of the highest, you would in all probability have 
been the lowest of the candidate: 

During the same year, the State in which this ill-omened 
caucus convened has been agitated by. revolutionary move- 
ments of the most alarming character. Assuming the danger- 
ous doctrines that they were not bound to obey the injune: 
tions of the Constitution because it did not place the powers 
of the State in the hands of an unchecked numerical majority, 
the electors belonging to the party of the Baltimore caucts 
who had been chosen to appoint the State Senators, refused to 
perform the functions for which they had been elected, with 
the deliberate intention to subvert the Government of the 
State, and reduce her to the 'Ferr torial condition, tll a new 
Goverament could be formed. And now we have before us a 
measure, not Jess revolutionary, but of an opposite character; 
Jn the case of Maryland, those who undertook, without the au: 
thority of law, or Constitution, to speak and act in the name of 
the people of the State, proposed to place her out of the Union 
by reducing her from a State to a Territory ; but in this, those 
who in like manner undertook toact for Michigan, have as- 
sumei the authority to bring her into the Union without her 
consent, on the very condwion which she had rejected by a 
convention of the people convened under the authoriiy of the 
State. If we shall sanction the authority of the Michizan cau- 
ens, to force a State into the Umon withont its assent, why 
might we not here sanction asimilar caucus in Maryland, if 
one had been called to place the State out of the Unien? 

These occurrences, which. have distinguished the past year, 
mark the commencement of no ordinary change in our political 
system. They announce ‘he ascendancy of the caucus system 
over the regularly constituted authorities of the country. ¥ 
have fong anticipated this event. Jn early life my attention was 
attracted to the working of the caucussystem. It was my for- 
tune to spend five or six years of my you'h in the northern por- 
tion of the Union, where unfortunately the system bas so long 
prevailel, Though young, I was old enough toiake Interest in 
public affairs, and to notice the working of this. odious party 
machine; ard after reflection, with the experience ihen acquire 
ed, has long satisfied me, that, in the course o” time, the edicts 
of the cancus would eventually supersede the authority of law 
and Constitution. We have at I ed at the commence: 
ment of thisgreat change, which ie destined to go on till it-has 
consummated itself in the entire overthrow of all legal and con~ 
stitutional authority, unless speedily and effectually resisted, 
The reason is obvious: for obedience aud disobedience to the 
edicts of the caucus, where the system is firmly establis’-edy are 
more certainly and effectually rewarded and punished, than to’ 
the laws and Constitution; - Disobedience to the former ‘is sure: 
to be followed by complete political disfranchisement, It dee: 
prives the unfortunate individuasi who falls under itevengeaneg 
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>- flow on him and his connections. 
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ofat publie honors and emoluments, and consigns him. if de- 
pemlent on the Gove anent to por and obscurity; while he 
who bows down before its mandates, me 3 not how. mon- 
girous, secures to himaclf the honors of the State—becemes rich, 
aad inguished, and powerful Offices, jobs, and contracts, 
p But tå obey the law and re- 
“gpect the Consiiunion, for the mest pari, brings little except the 
approbation of conscience—a reward indeed high and noble, 
„aud prized by the virtuous above all others; but, unfortunately, 
Hitle valued by the 3 of mankind. Tt is easy to see what 
must be the end, unl indeed, an effective remedy be applied, 
Are we so blind as not to sve in this, why it is that the advocates 
of this bilt—the frieruis of the system, arè so tenacious on the 
point that Michigan should be admitted on the authority of the 
Ann Arbour caucus, and on no other? Do we not see why the 
amendment proposed by myselfto admit her by rescinding the 
condition: imposed at the fast session should be so strenuously 
opposed? Why, even ihe preamble would not be surrendered, 
though many of our friends were wiliing to vote for the bill on 
that slight concession, in their anxiety to admit the State. 

And here let me say that I listcaed with attention to the 
speech of the Benator from Kentucky, (Mr. Crittenden.) I 
know the clearness of his understanding. and the sousdnees of 
his heart, and Į am persuaded, in declaring that his objection 
to the bill was confined to the preamble, that he has not inves- 
gated the subject with the attention it deserves, J feel the eb- 
jections to the preamble are not without some weight; but the 
true and insuperable objections Jie far deeper in the facts of 
the case, which would still exist were the preamble expunged. 
It is these which render it impossible to pass this bill without 
trampling under font the rights of the States, and subverting 
the first principles of our Government. It would require but 
a few steps more to effect a complete revolution, and the 
Senator from North Carolina has taken the first. 1 will ex- 
plain, Ifyou wish to mark the first indications of a revolution, 
the commencement of those profound changes in the character 
ofa people which are working beneath, before a ripple appears 
on the surface, look to the change of language; you will first 
notice it in the altered meaning of important words, and which, 
as it indicates a change in the feelings and principles of the 
people, become in turn a powerful instrument in accelerating 
the change, till an entire revolution is effected. "The remarks 
of the Senator will illustrate what T have said. He told us that 
the terms “ convention of the people,” were of very. uncertain 
meaning, and difficult to be defined, but that their ue mean- 
ing was, «ny meeting of the people in their individual and 
primary character for political purpose. I know it is difficult 
to define complex terms; that is, to enumerate all the ideas that 
belong to them, and exclude all that do not; but there is al- 
ways, in the most complex, some prominent idea which marks 
the meaning of the term, and in relation to which there is 
usually nu disagreément. ‘Thus, according to the old meaning, 
(and which fad still supposed was its legal and constitutional 
meaning.) a convention of the people invariably implied a 
meating of the people, cither by themselves, or by delegates 
expressiy chosen for the purpose, in their high sovereign ou- 
thority, n expressed coatradistinction to such assemblies of in- 
dividuals in their private character, or having only derivative 
authority. It is, in a word, á meeting of the people in the ma- 
jesty of their power—in that in which they may rightfully 
mnake or abolish Constitutions, and put up or put down Govern- 
ments at their pleasure. Such was the august conception 
which formerly entered the mind of every American when the 
terms “eonvention of the people” were used. But now, ac- 
cording tu.the ideas of the dominant party, as we are told on 
the authority of the Senator from North Carolina, it means any 
meeting of inviduats for political purposes, and, of course, ap- 
plies to the meeting at, Ann Arbor, or any other party caucus 
for party purposes, which the leaders choose to designate as a 
conven'ion of the people. It is thus tha highest authority 
known to our laws and Constitution is gradually sinking to the 
level af those meeti which regulate the operation of politi 
cal parties, and through which the edicts of their leaders a 
announces, and their authority enforced; or, rather, to speak 
more eorrectly, the latter ar adnally rising to the authority 
‘of the former. When they come to be completely confounded; 


is 


when the distinction between a caucus and the convention of- 


the people shall be completely obliterated, which the definition 
of the Senator, and the acis of this body on this bill, would lead 
us to believe is not far distant, this fair political fabric of ours, 
erected by the wisdom and patriotism of cur ancestors, and 
once the gaze and admiration of the world, will topple to the 
ground in ruins. g 

It has, perhaps, been too much my habit to look more to the 
future and less to the present, than is wise; but such is the con- 
stitution ef mind, that when I see before me the indications of 
causes calculated to effect important changes in our political 
condition, I am led irresisibly to trace them to their sources, 
and follow them out in theirconscqnences, Language has been 
held in this discussion, which is clearly revolutionary in its 
character and tendency, and which warns us of the approach of 
the period when the struggle wil] be between the conserra- 
‘tives and the destrnctives. 1 understood the Senator from 
Pennsvlvania (Mr, Buchanan) as holding language counteranc- 
ing the principle that ihe will of a mere numerical majority is 
Paramount to the authority of law and constitution. He did not 
ladeed distinctly announce this principle, but it might be fairly 
inferred from what he said; for he told us the people ofa State, 
where the constitution gives the same weight to a smaller as to 
a greater number, might take the remedy inta their own hand, 
meaning, as I understood him, that a mere majority might, at 
their pleasure, subvert the constitution and Government of a 
State, which he seemed to to think was the essence of democra- 
ey. Our little Siate has. a constitution that could not stand a 
day against such doctrines. and yet we glory in it as the best 
lathe Union. Itis a constitution which respects all the great 
interests of the State, giving to each a seprrate and distinct, 
Yoice in the management of iis political alfiirs, by means of 
which the fe interests are protected ag tihe preponder- 
ance of the greater. We call our State a republic—a common- 
wealth, not a democracy; and let me tell the Senator itis. a_ 
more popular Government than if i had heen based on thesim- 
ple principle of the numerical majority. Tt takes more voires 
to put the machine of Government m motion, than in those that 
the Senator would consider more popular. K represents all the 
interests of the State, and is in fact the Government of the peo- 
ple, inthe true sense of the term, and not that of the mere ma- 
jority, or the dominant interests. j 

I am not familiar with the Constitution of Maryland, to which 
the Senator alluded, and cannot therefore speak of its structure 
With. confidence; hut I believe it to be. somewhat similar in its 
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i Ezrpunging Resolution—Mr. Ewing. 


ae 


to seduce H 

_ Losking, then, to the approaching struggle, Ptake- my stand 
immoveahly. Zam a conservaiice in its broudest and fullest 
sense, and such I shail ever remain, unicss, indeed, the Go- 
verament shailbecome so corrupt and disurdered that nothing ~ 
short of revélution can reform it. I-sole:rnly -believe that 
our political’ sysiem is, in-iis purity, not only the best that ever 
was formed, but the best possible that can be devised for us. 
Tt is the only one by which free States, co populous and- 
wealthy, and occupying so vast an extent of territory, can pre- 


- serve theirlibercy. ‘Thus thinking, I cannot hope for a better. 


Having no hope ofa better, I am a conservative; aud because I 
am a conservative, Lama States rights man. I believe that 
in the rights of the Statea are to be found the only effectual 
means of checking the overaction of this Government; to resist 
its tendency to concentrate all power here, and to prevent a de- 
parture from the Constitution; or, m case of one, to restore the 
Government to its original simplicity and purity. Siate inter- 
position, or, to express it more fully, the right of a State to in- 
terpcse her sovereign voice as one of the parties to our conati- 
tational compact, against the encroachments of this Govern- 
ment, is the only means of sufficient potency to effect all this: 
and Tam, therefore, its advocate. T rejoiced to hear the Sena 
tors trom North Carolina (My. Brown) and from’ Pennsylvania 
(Mr. Buchanan) do us the justice to distinguish between nolii- 
fication and the anarchica! and revolutionary movements in 
Maryland and. Pennsylvania.. I know they did net intend it as 


-a compliment; but I regard it as the highest. They are right. 


Day and night are not more different—more untike in every 
thing. They are unlike in their principles, their objects, and 
their consequences. 

I shali not stop to make good this assertion, as T might 
ily do. The occasion does not call for it. Asa conserva: 
tive, and a States right man, or, if you will have it, a nullifier, 
I have, and shal} resist all encroachments on the Constitution, 
whether it be the encroachment of this Government on the 
States, or the opposite; the Executive on Congress, or Congress 
on the Executive. My creed iste hold both Governments, and 


ment be overthrown, F woulo fate, art the hazard of life, 
to resori to revolution, and to teardown a corrapt Government 
that cou'd neither be reformed nor borne by freemen; but I 
trustin God things will never come to that pass. [trust ne- 
ver to see such fearful times; for fearful, indeed, they would 
be, if they should ever befal us. - If is the last experiment, and 


not to be thought of till common sense and the voice.of man- 
kind would justify the resort. 

Before I resume my seat, I feel called on to make a few brief 
remarks ona doctrine of fearful import, which has been broach- 
ed in the course of this debate—the right to repeal Jaws grant- 
ing bank charters, and, of course, of railroads, turnpikes, and 
joint stock companies. Tt is a doctrine of fearful import, and 
calculated to do infinite mischief. There are countless millions 
vested in such stocks, and it isa description of property of the 
most delicate chayacter. To touch i almost to destroy it. 
But, while Fenter my protest a t F have 
been greatly alar ancy (msi 
to use a strong nsive ant 
dangerous privil ges have been granted of la Tt can end in 
no good. and. F fear, may be the cause of convu s hereafier, 
We already feel the effects on the currency, which no one com- 
petent of judging but must see is in an unsound condition. I 
must say (for ruth compels me) I have ever distrusted the 
banking system, at Jeast in its present form, both in this coun- 
try and Great Britain. It will not stand the test of time; but I 
trust thatall shocks. or sudden revolutions, may be avoided, 
andthat itmay gradually give way, before some sounder and 
beiter regulated sy which the growing istelli- 
gence of the age may devise. That a better may i titut 
éd J cannot doubt. but of what it shall censi nd how it shali 
finally supersede the present uncertain and fluctuating curren- 
cy, time alone can determine. All I can see is, that the pre- 
sent must, one day or another, came to an end, or be greatly 
modified, if that, indeed, can save it from an entire overthrow. 
It has within itself the seeds of its own destruction. 


EXPNUGING RESOLUTION. 


SPEECH OF MR. EWING, 
° ~ Or Onro. 
{Asreported in the National Intelligencer.) 


In Senate, January i, 7.—On the resolution ta expunge 
a part of the journal for the session of 1833-34, 


Mr. EWING 2ddressed the Senate as follows: 


from indi atthe time iow 
presenied, and at each subsequent session when it was bre 
forward, that the mover did not design to bring it then to the 
ste. Jodeed. Iwell knew that it was deemed necessary. 
pending measnre to agitate and excite the country, E 
move nent with reference fo it showed that such was its 
poss: and hence, after several months’ discus ar, 
when there was a clear adminis:ra $ i Senate, 
and when the longsessian gave ample time for detiberation and 
decision, it was permitied to expire on the table, though a vate 
upon it was challenged bysits opponents. But naw, now at this 
moment. its power being expended—every thing. being effected 
by it which can be expected ar hoped from it—now ‘ir must 
7 Į 


H 


H 


i who, bee 


- a creat naon. never thought so; T nev 


me, and at once, toa. final vota 


And: gentlemen unon this 
e of the Hor 


who bave been called upon te disctss 4 
would noi beretofure, when they saw thatit- 
was, but a farce, discuss it—are denitd a single day—nay; they. 

are not allowed one hour, of which it 15 inthe power ofa fixed 
and determined majority to deprive them. No courtesy to indi- 
vicuals, which bas besu usual with this body, or, father, a part. 
ofits very constitution and nature, cat procure the slightest re- 
laxation of the iren rme which seems to heJaid down ‘for’ wg; 
the small favor of a day to deliberate, or à night to rest, is.de- 
nied; if we ask for an adjatinment, even at this late hour, when. 


‘all occupation should be suspended, and all labor cease, we Hear 


the cry of © No, no,” and- “The yeas and nays, the yeas and 
>? comme from a quarter which, however: ic may: bere- 
spected, is never disobeyed. Gentlernen have their reasons, 
doubtless, Tleave them to weigh the importance ef’ those rea- 
Sons, and to.estimate the propriety of their course. And, sub- 
ject to allıhe dizadvantages under which I labor, the extreme 
lateness of the hour, great bodily fatigue, and.a want of time’ to 
arrange my thoughts, and cast them into form, and give them 
coherence, I proceed, rather than sit by in silence—I proceed to: 
the disenssion of this deeply exciting question. 

T will not enter again fully into a cénsideration of the rea- 
sons that sustain the resolution of the Senate of the 28h day of 
March, 1834, which it is now proposed to expunge from the 
journals of the Senate. At the time when those resolutions 
were under discussion, 1 gave reasons, so far as my action was 
concerned, fully, andin detail. [have re-examined those reasons 
since. when any excitement to whici the occasion may be sup- 
posed to. have given rise had subsided, and I find nothing to re- 
tract, nothing to alter; time has made no change in my convic- 
tions, unless it be to strengthen and confirm them. It would,there- 
fore, be unnecessary for me to touch again that branch of the 
subject, were it not that the arguments upon the other side 
have, year after, year, been reiterated and: reinforced; the 
subject which had bees .thus considered, discussed, decided, 
and laid aside, is thus revived from tinie to time, and the argu- 


~ments upon the one side, with a perseverance worthy of a bet- 


ter capse, are again and again shown up before the-public,,, 
while those which sustained that resolution, haying once been: 


triumphant, are since permitied to sleep. I feel the impoticy 
of our course in this, for hence impressions have taken root, 
and opinions have grown up in society, which constant vigi- 


tance and constant eflort, and constantly uniting at all times, 
and pressing the contest, would bare kepi down; but it was a 
natural course; it arose from the repugnance which we all feel 
to tur. to a subject on which the mind has exerted its powers, 
and retrace the path which we have already trodden, after it ig 
divested of the charm of novelty and the fleshness of original 
thought. But let gentlemen be assured, once for all. and let 
the country be assured, that we abanden no ground which we 
have assumed and heretofore susiai Yet, though I will 
not go fully into the subject now, 1 will attempt a hricf analysis 
of the arguments which, on a former occasion, E presented at 


sto the ate 


w 


American citize 


irhat this reso- 
evt in the perform- 


it attributes io We Presi 
ancs ofthis act act charged asagainst the Consti- 
tution, joined with the motive in:puted, forms the subject of im- 
peachment. This is wholly unfounded in fact. The resolution 
attributes no motive whatever Ik speaks in the decorous, and, 
at the same time, dignified, language in which one of the legis- 
lative branches of our Government may properly speak of the 
ive. orof the co-ordinate branch. We bebeved that the 
ights and powers of the Senate had been encroached 
resident, and that we who exercised those powers ` 
asirustees of the people, were called upon to 
t to assert them. ‘This body could speak in 
that matter oniy by resolution; and by that means, andin that 
we did assert its righis uncer the Constitui. encd.wede- 
dthat those rights had been y but we charged no mo- 
d Gentlemen insist that there is irapeachable matter charg- 
edin the face of this reselution, and when we deny it, because 
no motive is charged, they turn and say we have abandoned our 


execut 


upon by, i 
forthe ume bei 
defend, or at} 


ground: thet we soften down and patiate, to avoid the. effect’ óf 
our Ow: This alsois putting a false face upon the whole 
matter. J, for one, personali d and np 


ater by those hi 
interest which ought to govern the Exoon ive if 
3 ren: Thare 
rian; bat that opir ch was my 
oraedd into the resclution, either in Jan- 
gnage Theo ler the resolution stand: fer: it- 
self, and speak its own 'anguage: and Jetthe opinions of each of 
those who supported it be their own, be they sirong or weak, 
firm or wavering: but Jet those private and individual o; inions 
be kept distinct trom tbe resolution, and let us: be met in the 
argument fairly, not misrepresented. 5 
{ presume it will be admitted that is ja the power of Con. 
gress and the Presid: conjointly, by a law, to piace the pub- 
lic treasure i ituation that it will not bein the d rect 
and jon and control: of the President, Per- 
haps Task ioe mach, by way ef concession, considering the tem- 
per characterofthe present times: but the ire has been, and, 
Ltrusi, will bea , when igwould strike any Ame atese 
man as a self-evident prop The Constitution declares 
that no money shall be d } publie Treasury; ex- 
cept upen appropriations m. de. by law; and, iy the Executive 
be a unit as has heen sometimes contended; and if the keen- 
ing of the treasure -be necessarily an execative office; and if 
the drawing of money from the ‘Proasury be also an executive 
office, the keeping of the treasure sad the drawing from the 
"Treasury be both done by the sare hand, then have the framers 
of our Constitution failed, miserably failed, in their attempt to 
‘adjust its checks and balagces-—in thelr attempt to place the 


that the Pr 
tives of publi 


net wavered in my o 


 jsportion of: those judici power. 


ES 


~-@4th-Cona...2d Sxss. 
‘sword and’ the purse of the nation in separate and distinct 

„hands. -Fo say that money shall not be ¢ 
“who is (accordi 


-.,.4.approaching toidiocy, i i 
:.* i cz JE then, it were in the’ power of Congress to place the public 


: the 'taw provides that the deposites (or, in other: words, the | 


Secretary of the Treasury, (not by the President, ) and for rea- 


“deen bound to. obey, or even have been. justified in obeying, 
-< Such order. But.the law placed in the hands of the President 
: an instrument with which it could be dons, and with which it 
i Jawfulinistrument to an unlaw/ul use. 


“United States in Congress; and the spirit of that provision, 


while. the Treasury Departinen: is not styled executive, and is 
„made to, Communicate directly with Congress. Thus is ex- 


; understanding which a contemporaacous Congress had of its 


“na (Mi, Berane) s 


` (the:Government. 


2 from the Trea- 
sury. except by appropriations: made by Jaw, ahd yet place 
the-whole treasure’ of the nation in the hands of the Executive, 
A ng to the political creed of gentlemén) thedis- 

iso, would be än excess oi weakness almost 


bursing officer 


treasure out of the immediate control of the President, it was 
done iri the law chartering the late Bank of the United States. 
The public moneys were placed in. deposite in that Bank by 
Jaw; the bank, therefore, became the Treasury; for that is the 
Treasury where the public treasure is deposited and kept. The l 
Constitution declares that money shall not Be drawn from this 
Treasuty:except by appropriations made pursuant to Jaw, and 


treasure): shall -remain in that bank, unless removed by the 


sons which he (the Secretary) shall make known to Congress, So 
stand, or rather so stood, the Constitution and the la w—~aa the safe- 
guards ofthe public treasure. Could the President touch—-could 
he possess himself of that treasure, without an infraction of the 
law. and a violation of the Constitution? Could he, by a straight- 
forward, direct: act, in his own name, and by his own power, 
unaided by any instrument which he might fashion for him- 
self, ot which the Constitution had placed in his hands for other 
purposes? Ifhe could not, is the act the less illegal or nacon- 
stitu:tonal when done by indirection? all admit that a direct 
order from the President would not have touched public funds, 
and: hat the immediate keepers of those funds would not have 


was cone; and: Ishall now show that it was done by putting a 


‘The Constitution places the collection of the revenues of the 


coupled with the other provision which requires a law of Con- 
gress to draw money from the Treasury, clearly fixes the cue- 
tody of those revenues, when collected, in the same hands; and 
the several laws passed shortly after, the adoption of the Con- 
stitution, separating our Government into departments, and an- 
pointing their heads, recognise and keep up this principle. In 
those acts the Department. of State is called an © executive de- 
partment.” So with the Department of War; and both com- 
municate directly with the President, and not with Congress; 


plained the intent of the fiamers of the Constitution, and the 


colar and expres 
hay by the 


stitution, © ail executive power is 


Impeachments. 
e power, and in another 
States a most impart- 
‘cavemen who contend 


Tt vests inthe President “the executi 
article gives to the Senate of the Uni 
ant share in thatexecutive power., € 
that all power, executive in ite nature must follow tt 
ral grant, and who zo for the t separation, by ctis 
‘of the three ercat powers, levistative, executive, and 
and their investment in three separate, © 
sible branches, seem to me, with all di sce, to understand 
little of the aatnre of govermuent. If those powers w 
actly separated, su that each stoad entirely unchecked and alone, 
the executive power, being the stronger— indeed, the oniy pow- 
er capable o having drawn to itself, anil, according to 
gentlemen, bez cntitled to, the custody of the treasure of the 
nation, would be independent of all others, and above them ail, 
and allmast.be absorbed and swallowed up in its vortex. 

I have said that the executive act, which the resolution of 


March, 1834, condemns, was, in the language of that resolu. 


tion. in derogation o" both the Constitution and law. This I 
‘shallattemptto establish. 

> It was iagainst law. The act of Congress incorporating the 
Bank ofthe United. States: was a law containing ia itself a 


| HeOnuaet as sod’ as agcepled.by the bank, and it was a con- 


tract-for.a good and valuable consideration; this contract was 
violated in: its spirit andintent, (and: the gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. Strange) will not, [presume, deny that this con- 
tract had a spirit as well as Jettercif the Constitution, have 
now.) Jt was violated in its spirit, andso Violated that, as 
between individuals in a parallel, case, an action of law conid 
have: been. sustained and damages recovered. This contract 
was, that tha public money should be deposited inthe bank 
and should he continued there in deposite, until removed by 
the: Secretary of the Treasury, for reasons which he was re 
‘quired to lay before Congr For this, among. other things, 
the bank agreed to transmit the public funds, wheresoever 
wanted, free of char it paid in cash a large bonus to 
= contract, it seems to mepertect- 
dy obvious, and even sel ient, that the public’ deposites 
could not bo removed unless there were some just finaneiat~ 
cause for removal. It could not be done te try experiments, 
nor to test its’ effect upon the public mind, but for some fiscal 
xeason, of which the Secretary of the Treasury had official 
eognizance, acd which. he. as the fiscal agent could make 
‘known -to Congress, - The-removal teo must, In order 10 coa- 


Under t 


i Jorm.to this law, be an act of the Secretary of the. Treasury ` 


‘himself, bis own official act, his own reuson 
Ns-own ‘wil moving him to its execution. 
en likewise a Secretary, the regular 


approving, and 
n: O It must. bare’ 
officer of the Govern- 
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ment appointed to perform the general duties of that office, and 
to whose duties this was but incideatat aad addi ional; not an 
officer appointet for ihe sole aid oly purpose cf doing this 
act, and pledged, of committed to the ‘act before his appoiut- 
ment.. If this were not the case, the.reference to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, and the requirement of his reasons, were 
but-a mockery, a-criminal evasion of right and justice, which 
would stamp fraud upon any private contract. I have thus 
shown what ought to have been done according to a fair and 
just construction of this law and contract; E will now show 
what was in fact done. a k i : 

Just after the adjournment ef Congress, and but a few weeks 
after an Inquiry inthe House of Representatives, arid a decision 
that the public deposites were safe in the Bank of the United 
States, the President set on foot negotiations with the State: 
banks, with a view to the removal of the deposites; this with- 
out the consent or concurrence of the then Secretary of the 
Treasury to the removal, but with his known and avowed opin- 
ión against the propriety as well as the legality of the act. I 
speak now ofSecretary McLane, who was consulted by the- Pre- 
sident, and required tode the deed. He would notlend him- 
self to be the instrument for any such purpose; he refused, and 
was removed from that office, to a higher it is true, but removed 
so that he was out of the way, and could not prevent the mea- 
sure. He wasof opinion that the deposites could not legally 
be removed without a reason, and that the reasons alleged as 
existing were unfounded or insufficient. Now; I contend that, 
according to any fair construction of the law, the bank had a 
right to the judgment. of Mr. MeLane, then Secretary of State, 
on that subject, and was entitled to all the henefit of his judg- 
ment and his volition; and it was a breach, or, worse, a dishonest... 
evasion of that contract to put that Sec etary out of the way, 
his opinion having been taken, and- because his opinion was 
taken, and put another ia his place in order to try the experi- 
ment upon and by that other, especially as the then Secretary 
Was not even accused of the slightest impropriety in his judg- 
mentor in his acts. His promotion to.a superior office shows 
that he had not lost the confidence of the Executive. My. 
McLane was removed, and Mr. Duane appointed specially to 
perform the act. He was approached on the subject immedi- 
ately after his appointment, in a manner which touched his 
spirit and wounded his pride, and by an individual from whose 
communion he shrunk with disgust. THe was presssed by the 
President his: If. but at last refused, because the reasons for 
the act were insufficient, and. he. was removed; and so far as 
Executive disappointment and party slander could doit, he was 
disgraced. The President then called in a third Secretary, who 
had pronounced an opinion before his appointment, and by the 
President, through him, the act was done. Now, Isa that, ifin 
a parallel case between individuals this course had been pur- 
sued by one party towards the other, any court or jury would 
decide, any honest community would declare, that the contract 
was violated—shamefully violated, 

The Senator from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Bochanan, ) in his zeal 
to vindicate the acts of the President, and testify his gratitude to 
him, has done injustice some af his own constitueuis—to men 
Inallthe relations of life, social and official, as correct and 
honorable as himself. The gentleman said that the directors of 
the Bank of the United States, for political effect, for the pur- 
pose of operating upon the elections, and compelling a recharter 
of the bank, first threw out a large amount of bank paper, and 
created a delusive prosperity, then suddenly contracted their 
issues, in order to disitess the community, and make them cry 
ont for a recharter. This, sir, is not true in the connection and 
the manner in which it is stated; itis not true in fact, to say 
nothing about motive. The bank did not contract its issues 
until it had received notice, unofficial, it is true, but not untilit 
had received notice that the deposites would ke withdrawn, and 
that the Executive power. and infiuence would be direc ed 
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against the institution, to discredit and desivoy it. The docu. 
ments laid upon our table during that agitating ses on, conclu- 
sively show this fact. The public pr of the day on t'e side 


of the administration suow it The speeches of Senators in 
this Lody at that time shew it. Ry all ihese the bank was de- 
clared to be insolvent, and unworthy of credit. The public de- 
posites were said to be unsafe in its vaults, in consequence of 
that insolvency: and the agent appointed by the President to 
sete the preliminaries of a contract with come of the State 
ba feclares that he wili bring the Bank of the United States, 
a pile, to the feet of the Executive- Then, with all this 
executive power and executive influence directed against it; 
with this large amount of public deposites to be suddenly and 
capriciously withdrawn. while at the same time the party press 
unded through the Union the approaching prostration and 
destruction of the bank; while the institetion was Jed onall 
sides, and unadvised of the point at which the next attack was 
to be made, Task you, sir, and Task every candid man, whether 
the men who managed the affairs of that institution, whose pub- 
lic and whose private characters also were jn a high degree in- 
volved in making goad its defence, I ask wheiher they can be 
censured, with any show er cotor of justice, for using all the 
lawful means which were placed in their hands to sustain and 
support the credit of the institution. Ei 

Sir, not only their duty to themselves, but their duty to the 
public at large, required it. Li that bank had falen beneath 
the weight of the Executive arm, it would have dragged down 
with it most of the banks in the Union, and it would have 
caused much individual distress, bankruptcy, and ruin. 
Hence every principle of self-preservation, every motive of pa- 
triotism and of duty, united to impel those men to use every 
means so to guard and fortify and defend their institution so 
that it would siand the shock. And they did guard it, and de- 
fend it so that it withstood a power before which the Bank of 
England would have fallen, even in its most palmy days, Per. 
haps they fortified their fortress more strongly than actual ne- 
cessi:y required; perhaps they overrated the strength of the 


_ enemy, and were not fully conscious of their own; perhaps 


they remained in their. entrenchments after the siege 
was raised, or the power of the assailants had become ex 
hausted ; but if they erred, it was on the side not of danger 
butof duty, and their success has conferred a lasting benefit on 


_thecountry. This much I have thought proper to say in be- 


half of those gentlemen with whom I have some acquaintance, 
but no connection of nny kind; and I say it as an act of common 
justice towards.them, who have been atlåcked, and whose acts 
have been misreprésented. on this floor. 

The Seńator from North Carolina, (Mr. Swange,) in: the 
abundance:of hischarity, declares that he does not aceuse Sen. 
ators of taking bribes. of the Bank of the United States. He 

| eequite theny of the foul charge, as he really believes they were 
not bribed. The Senate-area much’ indebted. to the honorable 
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> Others at least as honorable as themselves, they seize a two. 


- am willing to stand in the 
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Senate, 


parece aa e 
member fo ` his decree of acquittal, especially as they never 
constituted him their judge. But what right has he, or what 
right has any man who is not himself shameless, in the presence 
of this body or elsewhere, to “entertain the infamous proposi- 
tion for a moment ; to speak of it in terms of either denial or 


_ belief; to refer to it at all, except ta consign the base slander-. 


ers who invented and who utiered it, to the depth of infamy 
which their atrocious falsehoods have merited? But there are 
bounds to the liberality of the Senator from North Carolina. 
He thinks, if I have comprehended him, that gendemen here 
who were counsel fer the Bank of the United States may have 
been warped in their feelings and judgment from that’ cause, 
to form opinions which no unbiasse@ and intelligent man 
could form, and to do acts which no honest man having an in. 
tellect much above idiocy could do. The Senator has not told 
us where or how, or among whom, he has formed his opinion 
of the bar, especially of those who are admitted to be 
ameng its best: and most honorable and most enlightened 
members. . 

{Mr. Srrance explained: did not say that gentlemen who 
were counsel for the. bank were biassed from that cause, but 
that. they were warped by political excitement.] : 

I am happy (said Mr. É.) to receive the explanationof the 
Senator from North Carolina, and yet I am ata loss to compre- 
hend how he used the fact of the employment of some gentle- 
men as legal counsel for the bank, and the statements of that 
bank following, witha “but,” the general acquittal of direct 
and naked bribery. But hewever these engagements may 
have been supposed by him or others to operate on the minds 
of gentlemen with whom they were made, they certainly 
never affected mine, as ] never was in any case the counsel of 
that institution. Still know not but the same influence may 
be brought equally home to me, for I in several cases profited 
by the litigation of the bank by engagements on the opposite 
side, which engagements I should never have had, if there had 
been no bank to bring suits against those who employed me io 
defend them. So that, on the whole, I believe I-nmst even 
share with my friends here, whom I have sometimes. met in 
the hall below, where justice. is. still administered, and where 
truth and reason and law are not yet outraged or spurned, I 
must even content myself te share with them in the impu- 
tation of that bias which counsellors at law are supposed to 
feel iñ behalf of those through whose means they obtain a 
cause in a court, of justice. p 

But I do not admit that the Senator’s charge, as explained, : 
approaches nearer. to the truth tham that which I had mis: 
taken for it, and which he has just corrected. I for one was 
not moved in this matter by political interest or political ex- 
citement. It was a subject for cool deliberation and sober 
judgment, and I brought the pone of my wind calmly and 
patiently to act upon it; and when full conviction followed 
investigation, and my opinion was fixed, I acted in obedi- 
ence to the dictates of tiat judgment, not under excitement 
unless, indeed, a strong feeling of attachment to those ab- 
stractions called law and right, which at some times, aud in 
some minds, warms and kinules, and glows to enthusiasm, is to 
be called by that name. 

I have said, and have attempted to show, that. the act of the 
President, in the removal o: the deposites, was illegal. The 
Senator from North Carolina cannot conceive it possible that ` 
any man can hold such an opinion, but he tells us that he was °°" 
himself startled at the boldness of the act; he feared the people 
would not sustain it, And permit me, with all deference, to 
say to that gentleman, that if the people had not sustained it, 
he would then have been startled at its wegaulity. I thought it 
illegal: po thought twenty-six out of the forty-eight Senators in ` 
this body: so thought McLane, Secretary of the Secretary: so 
thought Mr. Duane, who was made Secretary for the mere pur- 
pose of doing the act. And when they thought ŝo, their political 
feelings and their personal predilections were all on the side 
of those doing the act which their judgments condemned. 
This same act, sir, which startled the Senator from North 
Carolina in his private retreat, startled, also, the nation; and 
the sensation did not subside until they and he had become used 
and reconciled to new and extravagant acts of Executive power. 
There are oiher gentlemen now on this floor who condemned 
this act in the strongest terms. until they knew that the popu- 
lar voice would sustain it. The Senator trom Virginia near 
me, (Mr. Rives,) atthe close of the last session, in a speech 
which, I am sorry to say, has never found its way Into the 
public papers, declared that in this act he thought the Execu- 
tive had gone to the very verge of the Constitution, but that he 
had not overstepped it. ` I differed from the Senator from. Viy- 
ginia in this only: I thought he had not only gone to the verge 


` of the constitutional boundary, but that he had broken over It. 


That gentleman and myself were separated in opinion. by a 
mere mathematical line—length, without breadih.or thickness; 
for he thought, and so stated on the occasion I have referred to, 
that the custody of the public treasure belonged, by the Consti- 
tution, to the representatives of the S;ates and of the people, 
and that almost any sacrifice ought to be made, in order to re. 
store it to their hands. But the Senator from North Carolina, 
whose opinion, since he has recovered from the first surprise 
that the Executive act occasioned, is, on this subject especially, 
entitled to very great weight, thinks that no man, possessing 
both honesty and sense, could vote for the resolution which 
passed the Senate, 


Mr. Strance.--I did not say so, 
less under strong previous bias. 

Mr. Ewine-—The explanation amounts to but little. A bias 
which destroyed the honesty or obscured the sense, is now 
introduced and attributed, te lighten the odium of the charge 
which his unqualified language, as I understood it cast upon 
the former majority of this body. And now, the Senator from 
Virginia, who believed the President had gone to the very 
verge Gf the Constitution, and had then possessed himself of the 
treasure which, by that Constitution, belonged to the repre- 
of the people, and the Senator from North Carolina, 
who was, in private, “startled” by the boldness of the act, 
until he- found that the people sustained it, are ready to vote- 
censure and obloquy upen those Senators who ventured to 
express ati opinion, before they knew whether that opinion 
would be sustained by the popular voice or not. For one, I 
respect not their opinions, so elicited and so expressed; and I 
scorn their censute and their réproach. When men use lan- 
guage harsh or vindictive, or utter degrading charges against 


Isaid they could not, un- g 


edged sword, which often wounds the hand that wields it,. t 
ranks in. which I then.stood; and 
onset, no Matter how fierce and 
Tam willing to risk the character of the Majgs 
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Senate. 


rity which passed that resolution for integrity and intelligence, 
andindepenvence of onght and of action, against this mejo 
riy, whois now the instrament of its infuriation. And if, in 
connection with the pregnant incidenis of the times, the names 
ef those who have taken part in the moving scenes should 
descend, and pass in review before posterity, F feel that Lhave 
well chosen the rank in which my humble name shail siang to 
receive the judgment of that august tribunal. i 

Į find that I amdesultory and diffuse in my course of dis 
cussion, but time was not allowed me to prepare to be connect- 
edand brief. I have shown that the removal of the deposites 
was in violation ofa contract, and against Jaw... Ishall now 
endeavor to make good the position that it was in violation of 
the Constitution. For this a few words wil suffice; for it flows 
as a consequence from the illegality of the act of removal, and 
the conceded point that the Legislature and not the Executive 
js the constitutional keeper and guardian of the public treasure. 
The President, if he had seizedthat treasure by an actof open 
and direct violence, and become himself the keeper, in defiance 
of legislature authority, would by the concurrent opinion of all 
here, have violated that Constitution which made the Legis}a- 
ture i's keeper. Butif, through the exercise of a power which 
the law (not the Constitution) placed in his hands for other pyr- 

oses, he did by lawful-means effect this unconstitutional ob- 
ject, does it vary the case, or make the violation of the Constitu- 
tion less certain? The President had by law aright to remove 
the Secretary of the Treasury, though he had no right to seize 
the public wreasure; but, through the exercise of that power of 

“ yemoval, exerted for that distinct and avowed purpose, and that 

purpose only, he did seize upon the publie treasure, and dis- 
pose of it according to his will. He used a lawful weapon to 
do an illegal and constitutional act. This is not dificult to be 
comprehended. A man hasa legal right to use his own walking- 
stick, yet itis easy to conceive how he may use it illegally. 
The Senator from Virginia admits that the President almost 
vio'ate'tthe Constivauon, “ JJe marched to its verge.” I say 
he overstepped it. en i 

These are my reasons for thinking and for voting that the 
executive act of the President in the case referred to was nos 
in accordance with the Constitution and law, but in violation of 
both; and I care not how Jightly the Senator from North Caro- 
lina may speak of either the sense or honesty which dictated 
thatopinion and that vote. Language such as his un this oc- 
casion falls harmless to the ground, or recoils on him who nt- 


judgment, le 
appeal) impress 
judge was lost in his own p n They probably willnotstep 
to inquire what has become ot his propriety. On the one hand, 
towards the former majority of the Senate we have vituperation 
and reproach fit to be cast only on a tenant.of Newgate, hy a 
felon like himself; and towards the Pres‘dent tirade upon tirade 
of fulsome flattery, which would make even a coquette turn 
sick. Let all this go to the country; a discerning public will 
see what I see—motives not to be named or avowed, lying deep 
in the breasts of those who say and do these things—deep, but 
not hidden, and prompting them, or rather goading them, on 
to the act. “As the deed isto be done, Lam glad it comes in the 
form and is pressed in the spirit and temper which here dis- 
` closes itself; for, being so done, it will be repudiated as autho- 
rity, either as to opinion or fact, by every honest and candid 
mind. : 

Why was it improper or indelicate to pass this resolution, if 
the facis and opinions set forth in it be true and correct? Gen- 
temen say we may not exp. our opinicn of the ae, be- 
cause we niay possibly be the triers of the acter. The Presi 
dent mizht, by possibility, be impeached, and we, as a Senate, 
would be called upon to wy him; therefore, it was indelicate and 
improper to give an opinion beforehand whish might influence 
our decision hereafier. Now, my answer to this is, that the 
“question of delicacy and propriety heie put is merely of a per- 
sonal nature, and addresses. itself to each individual member, 
rather than to the whole body, for the Senate, as a body, was not 
committed to any thing by that resolution. - Suppose, then, at 
the uthe these resolutions passed, with the full knowledge that 
alt of us had of the power of the Executive, and the state of par- 
tieS in the other Housé; suppose any one here, being asked pri. 
vately his opinion on the subject, had declined, as a matter of 
delicacy, to give it, lest he should be committed in case of an 
impeachment preferred against the President; which would you 
have considered it, a serious scruple, or rather-an idle jest? The 
wath is, there is nothing in the point, nor am Table to convince 
myself that any man (“exeept under strong political bias?) can 
believe there is any thing init. . As for myseli, I knew there 
wasto be no impeachment, and netrial; aud my own opinion of 
propriety and right was then, as itis now, the guide of my own 
actions. The President had done anact violatory of the Consti- 
tution, and especially affecting the powers and rights of this 
body as one of the legislative branches of the Government, 
What was to be doneto. reassert the Constitution and the rights 
of the Senate by law? The executive vero wasready tz give a 
quietus to every Jaw which you might have attempted to pass. 
He had possessed himself of the vee treasure, and you could 

sass no law te wrest it from his hands. What was tobe done? 
ecalm, say gentlemen; be quiet; make-no disturbance; it is 
quite startling; but say nothing; the country can stand it; and 
pethaps, if you are silent and patient under this, the President 
may commit no more acts of violence; but, if you irritate, he 
may do still worse things They therefore would have recom- 
mended silence and submission. - : 

The Senate, as a legislative body, has the right to assert its 
own powers by virtue of that first of nature’s laws, self preser- 
vation. A body composed of numerous’ menibers can speak 
only. by some prescribed form, such as an order or a resolution; 
andasin this case their constitutional powers were assailed, it 
was their duty, their solemn duty, to reassert them, that the in- 

` yasion might nut stand withont objection or ‘contradiction, and 
thus become a binding precedent ja future imes, 

The resolution of the Senate is also objecied to as one couch- 
èd in terms of censure agains! the: President; it jseaid to be re~ 

` proachful in tslanguage and its import. Believing that I have 
established the position. that the resolution is true in point of 


` and find, + 


ti e g ii 
, in a reseintion conched in 
sume language, ert those r T now ask any candid man, 
whether a partisanof the President ot not, ifhe can devise any 
language, conveying the substance and sense of that resolution, 
which shall be more decorous and more. couricous than that? 
Can you, sir, convey the idea iv milder, more dignified, and 
more appropriate langnage? It is true it contains no. compli- 
ment, no adulation. This the Senator from Pennsylvania has 
discovered, and therefore condemns it. -That genticmen, in re- 
ference to the President, uses the word “immaculate,” which I 
never before heard applied te but one created being, and that in 
worship, .This resolution containg no such term ‘as applied to 
the President, and I think I would not now, if it were again be- 
fore the Senate, move. to insert the word, even if that would 
gain fey it the vote of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

In Engiand, from which we derive our free institutions, 
and to which we still refer for precedent of parliamentary in- 
dependence, (God knows how long these examples may he en- 
dured in England, it isnot deemed the duty of Parliament to 
address the King, or to answer address in terms only of ac- 
qui ce and praise. The British Parliament represents a 
free people, and they have not forgotten to speak the Janguage 
of freemen; and did any one ever hear of an attempt in that 
body to cast reproach upon itself or any of its members be- 
cause they ventured in such address to move or to express @js- 
approbation of the acts of their monarch, or to assert thei: own 
rights or the rights of the people? Tt certainly has not been 
deemed a cause for expunging their journals that they contain 
something disagreeable to majesty. There was a tme,it is 
trne, as late as the reign of. Charles the First, when the Kiag 
sent into the House of Commons his warrant to arrest and jm- 
prison members for words uttered on the floor of Parliament; 
put that time has gone by. Great Britain, moving in the di- 
rection towards freedoin and the perfecting of free institutions, 
has jong since passed that point. and we, tending as rapidly 
towards despotic power, kave net yet quite reached it. When 
we look at British prededents and refer to British history, 
we ought not to forget that they and we have started at differ- 
ent points, and are moving in different directions They, be- 
ginning with an irregular and almost despotic monarchy, with 
undefined powers, checked only by the strength ef the feudal 
aristocracy, have marched onward s'owly but steadily, step by 
step, towards the perfection ofa free and representative Govern- 
ment; and perhaps they are still moving onward. We, commence- 
ing with a pure constitutional representative Government, with 
justly balanced. powers, have rushed onward with a. velocity 
almost inconceivable towards despotism, if it be decorens to 
call that cespotism which concentrates all the powers ef the 
Government ina single man, and makes his will the Jaw. 15 
inonr diferent course, we should meet our great archeiype, 
ame one mement of our history, aur Government 
fg or was. We are not te supr e that eur en 


be the 


guard and protect, tha 


no, OY 


reor js then 


with the swiftness of moving engines, so y n scares iy 
catch aglance of that which we have met, and from which we 


are passing. . e & : 

Mr. President, every thing intrinsic and extrinsic—all that 
can catch the popular ear, or enlistone vulgar passion, no mai- 
ter how low and base, is resorted to by gentlemen whe ought 
to he. and who are, honorable, to sustain them in the commis- 
sion of this act. The Senator from Virginia (Mr, Rives,) could 
you credit it. sir, says that this Senate, which is one of the con- 
slitutional departments of our Government, and without which 
the form, as well as the essence, of our Government could not 
exist; that this Senate, ef which he himself is a. member, and 
which a common, but very homely, proverb might teach him 
he could not dishonor without self degradation; this Senate, he 
says, is essentially an aristocratic body, riding upon the backs 
ofthe people. Do we bear that e, and from such e soure 
or was T deceived? Who are they that compose the ar’ 
of this body? Men the States to cise} 
time, an important tr whe, when that trust 
ed, and the. period of th service ended, return 
coiamon mass from which they were taken. 
Whereis the danger, where is the possibiliry of an aristocratic 
order rising np in this Union? ` Look about you every where: 
men who hold the highest stations, and wield the greatest in- 
fluence, and even wealth, spring from the common ranks of 
the people. Their power and their influence they cannot 
transmit: and. as to their wealth, when the hand that garhered 
and the hand which holds it shall moulder iñ the dust. it is 
scattered to the feur winds of heaven; it goes to build up and 
enrich the son of she hard-handed yeoman; and the cuildrer’s 
children of him who counted hie gold by millions became, not 
beggars, but common laborers in our streets, Where, then, is 
the dar ef aristocracy in America? There 1s one source 
from which it may fiow in upon ws. and one only. When our 
public offices become transmissible by the wil} of the incum- 
bent to his successor; when the men who hold station can di. 
rect the line through which the succession to that station shall 
descend, whether by birth to the sop, or by appointment to the 
favorite, we have, in substan-e, a monarchy, and we have an 
aristocracy. in the classic language of the Senator, “riding 
on the backs of the people: ney, we have worse, a shameful, 

rupt, and corrupring olgoarcn 
The. gentleman iom Pennsylvania (Mr. Buchanan) says that 
the Senate is merely catled upon to rejudge its own justice; 
in other words, to determine whether the opinion it expressed 
was correct of not. . But is this true? Is that the act to which 
the majority of the Senate is now proceeding? If so, it were 
but an expression of opinion adverse to opinions heretofore ex- 
pressed by 2 former majority, and entirely consistent with 
gentlemanly intercourse and f But no such thing. Ne: 


geting, 
Ñ is placed, and it is pressed, as a voie of censure and oppro- 
priv upon the former majority. | The gentleman from Penn- 
svlvania, it seems, once intendad it should assume a form con- 
sistent with the courtesy and propriety of legislative. bodies. 
He promised tbe swiking out of the obnoxious word “ea- 
pungs,” and so the resolution was to have pe ed; and what 
strong motive, or strong offence. could have induced the Senator 
to abandon his conciliatory course, and again peison the resolu- 


tion. with insult and reproach? What, think you, contd have 
so duiven him.from his propriety? Why. truly, a Senator from 


Massachusetts, some two years since. mioved'to lay the EX- 
punging resolution, when so amended, on the tabley that was 
the insult; a motion to lay a resoiuuon on the table is the 
mighty insult which swells ihe hearts of gentlemen almost to 
barsting with patriotic indignadion, and which justifies all this 


` trated by the majo 


-rathless violence. Henes fhe word © expanige? in 
ty of the resolution. Hence a recital charged with as 
harsh and injurious imputation as gentlemen can use towards 
each other, ifnot more harsh and more injunous, The Senator 
from Pennsylvania says he wished to be saved ‘the necessity of 
compelling the Senate to vote this stiaa4 upos themselves, 
Who, I ask, gave him, and those with whom he acis, power, 
and who gave them impunity, to fix stigmas, or compel stig- 
mas, upon men, in all things honorable, their equals atleast? < 
Who cares for their stigma or their censure? 3, for oné, cast 
them to the winds. Idespise, I rampie upon them. Sir, since 
ithas been determined that a resolution inany form inconsis- 
tent with the resolution of March. 1834, should pass; and singe 
there is at last a majority in the Senate ready to obey the, mah- 
date, lam glad once again that it contains substance, and has. 
assumed a form, which wil! forever destroy it as authority. for 
the future; and when it comes toan issue such as this, veracity, 
and honor, and character-brought into collision, I fear: not the 
issue of the contest, and F care not with what weapons it is 
waged. Allat last results in an appeal to the counuy, and to 
future times. And if this resolution had been couched in lan- 
guage of decent sobriety; ifithad been in its terms calm, dispas- 


. slonate, and strong, it would, by virine of the names which sup- 


port it, have carried with it much weight and authority; but 
now there isno danger of this; the resolution itself, and the 
speeches with which it is ushered in, show the spirit by which 
itis moved. Sir Edward Coke, at atime when he was himself 
asycophant, calied Sir Watter Raleigh “aspider of hell,” be- 
cause Raleigh was unhappily out of favor with his sovereign} 
yet, no one at this day esteems Coke the more, or Raleigh the 
less, for ‘this outpouring of malignity. Edmund Saunders, in 
the report of one of his cases at law, says that Twyeden (Justice) 
gave judgment in furore, and he adds, in his quict manner, 
“note, reader, this judgment was clearly wrong; and such has 
been the universal opinion of the professionsince; and such will 
he the opinion, a priori, of mankind, as to every judicial geci- 
sion, and every actof a deliberative body, which is the result of 
passion rather than rcason and judgment. s ; 
The majority of the Senate, who are moving-ou, ‘or perhaps, 
mare properly speaking, moved on,to the destruction of the 
journals, ought to consider weil the act. which they ate about 
to perform. Tie Constitution, which we and they are sworn 
to support, requires that the Senate shall Keep a journal of 
their proceedings; much 1 ss learning was expended upon 
this word at the last sı We know its meaning without 
consulting our dictionaries; its popular sense is its true sense. 
The framers of the Constitution did not search books for the 
definition of the ra, but understood it and used it ia its 
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OYE nale moy he tested, Tt 
jz a m t cvary manor pid common sense can under- 
stand and decide as well as the most learned and. most wise; 
and they can, from. this specimen, determine how much 
weight is due to’ the opinions of men who hold that to erase. 

to blot out, to expunge, is not inconsistent with the command 
mo KEEP,’ to which command we al] have sworn obedience. 
Iwill not touch the miserable sophistry by which gentlemen, 
attempt to evade the meaning and wrest the sense of this pro- 
vision of the Constitution; it does not merit a reply. 

The Constitution of Pennsylvania is Hees copied in 
this particular from the Constitution ofthe United States; Jike 
that, it contains a provision that both Houses shall keep a jour- 
nal. he Senator from Pennsylvania, many years ago, while 
a member.of one branch of that Legislature, moved a resolution 
at itwasa violation of the Constitution. to expunge 
om the journal once entered there. He is of the 

i es to be ecnsistert, and yet 
red on th@journals of this body 
tional provision, Could any 


ra preci: 


. y ) ‘ ; 
man who had net heard him conjecture how this could be 


done? The word caprnge has, he says, a literal, and it has 
alse a metaphorical meaning, and the records ofthe Senate are 
to be expunged metaphorically. Whata farce, if its atrecity 
would permit usto look upon it asasubject of ridicule! Bat 
who could avoid smiling, even in the midst of Dittern tosee 
the array of authorities which the erudite Senator adduced to 
show that the word “expunge”? is used metaphorically in cases 
where itcannot have a literal ap j 
us examples in which geod writers speak of expan, 
of government, systems of religion, and vices of men: 
ly metaphorical, and known at once tebe so, because they are 
not susceptible of the literal ard physical application of the 
term. You cannotdraw a black live over, nor can you draw 
biack lines round, a “form of gcvernment,” fer your cannot 
touch it or handle it, though you may mar its symmetry and de- 
sircy itsstrength; nor can you take physical, tangible hold of 
systems of religion or of human vices; hence the terms you ap- 
ply tothem are necessarily metaphorical, whe her you expunge, 
uproot, or demolish them. But if you rzpunge a writing 
which ison paper, or upreota tree or shrub, ordemeiish a build- 
ing, the words then have their literal meaning. capable only of 
jiteral, physical application; ann he who pretends to use it 
under those circumstances metaphorically, wrests. the word 
from its true use, and gives it a false application. ` apunge 
metaphorically! The disquisition’ of the learned “gentleman 
reminds me of the death of two doughty heroes in a fatal bat- 
tle, commemorated in the “Rape of the Lock” —— £ 


“One died in z#taphor, and one in sòng.”! 

jt will be seen at once that the thought is much better ina 
burlesque poem, than in grave debate on the floor of the Se- 
naie. ; N ; 

But the Senator from Pennsylvaniahas spread cheering pros- 
pecis before usa bright vista, opening amid the surrounding 
gloom to delight our Vision. This, he cays, is the last exciting 
subject thatis to agitateonr councils; weave to have a baleyon 
season; all is to be, henceforth, quiet and kindness, and peace, 
Buthe has not told us how these things are to.he brought to 
pass; whether th tact of violence that is to be perpe- 
rate’ y agains: the Constitution of their country, 
and the rights ofthis body; er wheiher hesupposes that, by thie, 
the spirit of liberty is to be crushed, and we ara to be:awed to si: 
leuce and submission. I will suppose the first, as it better ac. 
cards with the kindness which he still entertains for those whose 
righisand feelings he has most outraged; andif so. his language 
may be rendered into brief; plain English, thus: Gentlemen, hg 
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quiet and be calm; meet us with no arguments, and cast on us 
<nO-reproaches; the President must be gratified; because he is 
dmmagulate; and you must be stigmatized, vecausc you have 
offendédhim. We may be somewhat harsh and unscrupulous, 
“but excuse us, for wo are very much excited; but this is the last 
‘time. we will do an act of lawless violence against you; all shall 
“he, henceforth, justice and peace. f 


nia hag that power over the political elements which hé seems to 
“Gaim, in giving us this. strong assurance of their future quiet. 
,, Would that we could rely upon his promise, orhis prediction; but 
“noyhe is déceived. Those who haveabandoned the standard of 
‘the Conatitition and the Jaw, cannot, when they choose, rear it 
again, and rally their hosts around it, and repel their fears, and 

< Keaniiaate their. confidence. ‘They cannot lay their hands upon 
the institutions of their country, and pull down and destroy 
wntil they themselves shall be satisfied, and then bid the work 
“of mischief cease. When the ocean is Jashed. into a rage, no 
“matter who are ‘the spirys of the s erm, they cannot say to it, 
-` “thus farshalt thou go, and no farther; and here shall thy proud 
“waves be stayed.” No, he is deceived; there are other powers 
-Ini motion. below and around him which he wists not of, and 
whose might he can neither direct nor resist. I-have stood 
“upon the borders of this mighty ocean, and noted the precursors 
of the coming storm. J have heard the moan of the waves in 


“Eshould.be gratified to Know that the Seratorfrom Pennsylva- 


- thé ‘caverns of the deep; and seen the upheaving of the billows, > 


which wH] rise, and. rage, and toss, as foam from their crest, 
“him and those who are now bis trust and his strength. 

Mr. President, I envy not the principle of him who has 
zo pressed forward these resolutions, against the opinions, and 
-< , the feelings, and the consciences of those whom he has found 

“méans to compel to their support—resolutions which he has 
' urged on with passions, fierce, vindictive, furious. Still less 
“do I enyy the condition of those who are compelled to go 
onward, against all those feclings and motives which should 
direct. the ‘actions of the legislator and the MAN. Why do I 
“gee around me so many pale features and downcast eyes, 
unless it be that repentance goes hand-in-hand with the per- 
petration of the deed? I had rather stand with the minor. 
„ity; yes, I would rather, a thousand times, stand alone, pow- 
.. erless bat conscience-free, than to wield the strength of an 
imple, on the hard conditions on which itis placed in their 
ands, 
.. But this scene is passing, and will sóon have passed not 
to be vecalled—the deed js to be. done, and you and we 
Must submit our acts toan enlightened public, whose judg- 
ment will be a foretaste of the judgment of posterity. To 
these I bow with submission and hope. but not with un- 
wavering confidence of the furure. The fame of those 
ic who have joined in this struggle for Uke Cone itution de- 
ae pe ds upon the final suecess of constitutional Government. 
it 


f'that prevail and endure; if the clouds that overshadow 
) and it he restored to what it once 
UO was? tac its. freshness aid bean, every Ching that we 
“could desire for ourseives amt our country is attained. Buc 
“tf we still move on in the downward course; ifthe cataract 
‘only be passed, and we are to glide onin the smooth but ra- 
pid current into the gulf to which we have been tending, and 
¿are never to return, these struggles will be referred to |:creat- 
“ter as scenes m which the country was disturbed by violent 
“and factious spirits, and the names of those who stood for 
“the Constitution amid these stormy scenes will be mentioned 
only; with censure and reproach. So it has been in times 
past. When the last spark of Roman liberty was extinguished, 
sand a monarch’s court and council occupied the forum and 
_ ‘the senate chamber; when no voice but that of Augustus was 
| Reard,and-no ‘power but bis was known, the venal flatterers 
“of his court vied with cach other ia heaping praise on him, and 
censure and ‘reproach. on those firm spirits who stood: for their 
‘country tothe last, and were at last buried in itsruins. Cæsar, 
» by his power and clemency, wel subjugated a world; all but 
the dark and anhayding som! of Cato. In an event auch as 
this, (which Téavh avet) tet the linte band to whieh i 
my pride to belong share in the reproach as they st i 
spirit of the last of the Romans—that spirit which scorns to 
bow before any earthly power, save that of their country and 
ils laws, 
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_ REDUCTION OF THE REVENUE. 
‘.- SPEECH OF MR. DAVIS, 


Ov ME SSACMUSEPrs 
Y GWAASSACHUSETTS,. 
[As reported for the National Intelligencer.) 
In Senate; Thursday, February 23, 1837.—The motion of Mr. 
Davis to strike from the bill. “common salu? being then 
z ponding before the Senate— 


on in epposhien, he felt 
anil he would here take 
instead 
ion, for 


support. re modifications, 
89 a8 to save a large body of the citizens of Massachuéetis from 
a sudden, unexpected, and probably a gicai reverse in their 


vaffiivs.” * g ` 
» -Becond. Ifthe bil pa 2 
tinet declaration to th 
ministration wouid b 
struggles of the opps 
atime subsided HF 
~to have ié thas early an 
their canvass to etch the br 
the political storm: reached h 
its “approach than tw bè suddenly overwhelmed by its vio- 
Jenca: Hehad nothing toregret in seeing this subject under cor- 
mideration, though he should press for same amendments which 
he leemed: imports -He shoull not, in his remaras, tooch 
upon the genoral subject of protecting whe great indus ry of the 
ountry, but shuld confine bimself to the matter in hand; and 
onli show distinedy. that common salt had long béen manufac- 
red’ in the Uiiite: tes; that it had on several occasions been 
“gountenanced by the Federal Government; that a large capital 


form, it would be a dis- 
Mlicy of the coming ad- 
and to revive the 
which had for 
he w 


untry that the 
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_ Reduction of the Revenue—Mr. Davis. 


was employed in it 
per cent; that it fal 
commonly called the coa: 


that the ‘a 


was now more than twenty 
ons OF ihe act of 1833, 
nd consequently can- 


SOREL, 


grata ee eee CORDED yar 
| hot be retained in this hill without modifying the terms of that: 


act, which some gentlemen at least affirm to be sacred. If-he 
proved all this, he felt well assured that this bill, ifit became a 
law, making common salt free of duty, must he held. by the 
country as a declaration which could not be misunderstood, that 
the tariff of duties wasto be the subject of political agitation at , 


` future sessions as well as at this. 


The time was when it was deemed high and patriotic service 
to the country to promote the manufacture of salt. All admit it 
tobe an article of the first necessity, as it enters into the con- 
sumption of man and beast, and of universal necessity, for the 
Jaws of our natures make it almost as indispensable to our ex- 
astence asthe air we breathe. This was early urged as a rea- 
son why we should not rely upon the uncertain supplies af- 
forded from foreign countries by commerce, which is liable at 
all times to be interrupted by wars and restrictions, but should 
have supplies afforded from our own production, which would 
be certain and unfailing in all contingencies. 

This matter was brought to the test in the revolutionary war 
Commerce was broken up, and the supplies so utterly’ failed 
that the privation and distress was great, as the jonrnal of the 
Congress during that period will prove. 

The price became so great that even the Government could 
not obtain st for the army, and I need state no other fact to 
show that it was out of the reach of the poor, who were obliged 
to yield to the distressing privation. : 

In July, 1775, Congress raised a committee of thirteen to in- 
quire into the easiest and cheapest method of making salt in 
the colonies.” 

In December, -1775, “ Resolved, That as the importation of 
any universally necessary commodity, and the exportation of 
our produce to purchase the same, must give à proportionally 
greater opportunity to our enemies of making depredations on 
the property of the inhabitants ef these colonies, and of o€ca- 
sionally distressing them hy intercepting such commodities, it 
is carnestly recommended to the several assemblies or conven- 
tions immediately to. promote by sufficient public encourage- 
ment the making salt in their respective colonies,” 

In June 3a, 1777, “ Resolved, That a committee of three be 
appointed to devise ways and means for supplying the United 
States with salt.” c 

June 13, 1777, “ Resolved, That it be recommended to the 
several States to offer such liberal encouragement to persons 
importing salt as they shall judge will be effectual,” &e. 

“That it be recommended to the several States to erect and 
encourage in the most liberal and eflectual manner proper 
works for the making of salt.” 

‘fhese are some of the resolves of that distinguished body, 
which indicate the grievous scarcity of thatarticlé, and the pri- 
vation and suffering both in and out of the army in conse- 
quence of it. 

lo response to this public demand he seid he was informed 
that the works upon Cape Cod, in Massachusetts, were com- 
menced, and have been continued from thence down to this 
time. They, therefore, had this early origin in an appeal to 
the patriotic to meliorate the sufferings of their countrymen. 

When the Federal Government went into operation in 1789, 
under the Constitution, the first work of Congress, after pro- 
viding she forms of the oaths necessary to organization, was to 
pass that memorable act with this preamble: “Whereas it is 
necessary, for the support of Government, for the discharge of 
the debts of the United States, and the encouragement of 
manufactures, that duties be laid on goads, wares, and mer- 
chandise imported: Be it enacted,” &¢. This act imposed a 
duty on salt of six centsa bushel. The duty, therefore, which. 
Missouri (Mr. Benton) has condemned as 
odious, and assigned it to the administration af Mr. Adams, as 
ifthat cast upon it additional infamy, was the Grat act of the 
first Congress under George Washington. Ju 1790 it was raised 
to twelve cents, and in 1797 to twenty cents, Odiouz as it was 
represenied to be, it was continued until 1807, the last year of 
Mr. Jefferso’s administration, when it was all removed, and 
salt was imported free of duty. Twenty five years had then 
elapsed since the revolutionary war, and the privations and 
distress of that period had faded out of the memories of men, 
and with this oblivion of the pmst they forgot tie occasion 
which had excited the publie to encourage home production. 
The country passed on tili 1813, when the duty of twenty cents 
a bushel was restored, and so continued till1830.. The em- 
bargo, the non-interceurse acta, and the late war brought a new 
pressure npon the country, and fresh suffering, which again 
reminded the people that sal. was an article indispensable to 
their cornfort, and that the sapplies hy commerce were uncer- 
tain and liable to interruptions. The @ rose to an cx- 
travagant price, selling in many parts of the country at more 
than five dollars the bushel, (ashe had been well informed. here 
and elsewhere.) and at five and a half dollars the sack in the 
cities, as a document before him testified. This fresh experi- 
ence restored men to their senses, and brought them back to 
the policy of the revolution; consequently, when the double 
duties after the war were repealed, that upon salt was left in 
full force, deubdessto encourage the praduction. ; 

Fifteen years clapsed, scarcity and high prices were again 
forg-viten and the necessity of domestic production was again 
overwhelmed by the very argument used to enforce its expedi- 
ency. The manufacture was urged, because salt was necessa- 
toall, under all circumstances, and stood upon thesame footing 
asiead, powder, ordnance, arms, and all things necessary to 
the defence of the country. These, 1t was said, we should pro- 
duce ourselves, and rest our dependence upon no foreign na-~ 
tion for supply, as n would be manifestly unwise to trust to the 
uncertain resources of commerce for the means to defend our 
country against invasion. Equally unwise was it considered 
to rely upon a source which had, ane doubtless would again, 
fail us, when commerce should be interrupted from any cause, 
for an artiale so necessary as galt. While, therefore, the daty 
was imposed because the article was one of prime necessity, it 


> Was repealed, in part, in 1830, for precisely the same reason, 


It wasithen urged, as it now ix, that, because all must use it, it 
ought not tobs taxed, butto come in free, though it should de- 
soy the'manufactures which had been rear-d up ata great 
outlay ‘ofcapiral, and in obedience to the urgent call of the Go- 
vernment kself “Tho act of 1830 reduced the duty. five cents 
in inat year, and five cents in the succeeding year, bringing it 
down to ten cents: whore it stood when the aci- of 1838 passed, 
and then it Zebamde the reducing process of that act. `The“ 
cuty is now eight Cents, and next December will fall to seven: 
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Such is the history of legislation’ here upon salt. It proves . 
conclusively that the manufacture is. of long standing, and has 
had the countenance of the Government aa deserving protec- 
tion. $ 

He would now proye its magnitude, as far as he coul’, by 
such evidence as he could find on the files here, for he htd nad 
no opportunity to hear from those interested, who were at work 
peaceably at home, and unconsciows of the efforts’ suddenly 
made here to overthrow them. 3 

The consumption ofthe country in 1831 was ascertained to be 
about 10,000.000 bushels, five and a half of which were im- 
ported, and the residue, feur and a half, produced. The, con- 
sumption now must be nearly, if not quite, 12,000,000; but the ` 
imports for the year ending September, 1835, rise a little above 
5,000,000, and, consequently, the domestic production is equal ` 
to about 7,000,000 bushels. The capital in 1831 was estimated 
at about 8,000,000; and, as the production has nearly doubled, 
the capital now employed doubtless equals 10 or 12,000,000. 
The chairman of the committee estimates the duty at eighty 
percent. In thisT think he is mistaken, as it is manifestly less; 
hut this is not material, as itis admitted on all hands to be more 
than twenty per cent. and is. therefore strictly embraced as a 
protected article by the terms of the compromise act; and the 
question is, shail it be abandoned? Is it the purpose of those 
who go for this measure, to disregard that act? If so, then we 
understand your policy, and, for one, lam happy to see it dis- 
closed. 

But is the country prepared for thisstep? The idea has gone 
extensively abroad that the compromise act was to be regard- 
ed as disposing. of these matters for some years to come. The 
President, in his message, and the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in his annual report, have both so viewed the matter, and 89 
proclaimed te the nation. The public is therefore at this 
moment reposing in tranquillity, not anticipating this action, 
and not prepared to meetit. Is it just, under these circum- 
stances, to affect deeply an interest which has been maturing 
for more than half a century, and now affords you the best ar- 
ticle of the kind in the country? Shall the people engoged in 
th s business. be condemned unheard? Will you not let them 
have an opportunity to prove that they are entitled te your fòr- 
bearance? I (said he)ask itin their behalf, and, iu fairness, it 
ought to be extended to them. But, reasonable as this request,” 
is, I foresee that it will be overruled, and this measure will go 
through this body. Itrequiresno spirit of prophecy to fore: 
tell that an important consequence will follow it, The repeal 
of the law giving a bounty to those engaged in the cod fishery. 
will follow. This is an old policy, almost coeval with the 
Government, but it stands on two Toundations—on two legs— 
and, if you cutaway one, the superstructure will fall. Itrests 
on the desire of this Government to create a nursery of seamen, 
by encouraging them to pursue the fishery, and the bounty is 
further justified, on the grouud that the duty on salt ought to te 
reimbursed, 

The manufacture of salt and the cod fishery are carried on 
by the same population, and at the same ports and places; not 
that the same individuals are engaged in both branches, but kav- 
ing a soil naturally unproductive, they draw their living from the 
resources of the sea. It isas I am informed, the business. ` 
upon which many mariners who have spent the most Vigorous. ` 
period of their lives in hard and perilous service, retire, . 
and employ their capital, to enable them to live. comfort- 
ably. . a A 

Now, sir, I seen enough of things here to satisfy my mind that, 
if the duty on salt is taken away, the bounty will follow; for . 
those who have nosympathy with the fishermen will claim this 
asa matter of right.” : ve Ate 

Such, sir, is the selfishness of our natures that, when we are 
interested to forget the gallant deeds, the heroic achievements, 
the privations and sufferings of those who have saved the 
country from dishonor, and won for it animperishable name, 
are obliterated from the mind. Why do you wish for geas 
men? Why desire to iscrease their number? Because, in the 
hour of national peril, they stand on the frontier, and inter- 
pose their shield between us and the conflict. They are a 
living wall along the Atlantic, behind which we take shelter, 
On them it has been our policy to rely; to them we confide 
our honor, and at no time have they abused the great trust. 

Must we break down this policy? Has the period arrived 
when the people are so imbued with the spirit of avarice, that 
we grudge this lite pittance to the gallant tars of our country? 
You have taken from them all the little navigating privileges 
which they had.. You hav» narrowed, by the last treaty, iheir 
fishing ground, and this, and this alone, remains to them. If 
it must he sacrificed also, be itso. Go on with your policy; 
take away this 250,000 dollars, or whatever the ‘sum is; take it 
from the sailors, and give it to your ostentatious fleet fitting out ` 
to explore unknown regione; take the bread from them, and be~ 
stow it upon those who are sent out in pursuit of glory! And, 
while you do this, to make your iniustice the more manifest, 
carry your land bill through the other House, and hestow up- 
on favored individuals your public lands, worth three or four 
hundred millions of dollars. Do it, and, unjust and ungene- 
rous as it is, the lofty spirited sailor will scorn to entreat any 
favor atyour hands. He will leave this to those who hare 
smoother tongues and more pliant knees. ~ 

But, whatever you do, du not invoke the imterests of the 
poor to aid your course, or to justify your measures. The 
poar desire no such measures, for they have no such contemp- 
tible spirit. Their sympathies are all with the sailor; they 
sory in his generous spirit, his noble achievements, his patrio- 
tic devotion, his disinterested benevolence, his lofty American 
character; for the sailor is poor, and labors for the bread he ` 
eats. The poor demand no sacrifice of his rights in their name 
or for their benefit. The poor only ask of you that you would 
pursue towards them an American policy—a policy which will 
give them good wages for their labor—and they will take care of 
themselves. They entreat of you not to.degrade them into the 
deplorable condition of the miserable population of foreign 5 
countries, hy reducing their wages to the same standard. Can | = 
any truth be more apparent than that, where wages erélowest, 
there isthe most poverty and there the most suffering? ` The 
whole history of man proves this. What makes the condition 
of the laborer so eminently prosperous here? How is it that’: 
he enjoys not only great phys cal, but moral comforts and bles- < 
sings, to an extent surpassing that of the laborer in any other- 
country whatever? Itis because he js hetter paid. © Now. sir, 
if you would degrade this population; if you would ackimilate. 
1i to that of Ireland, then reduce its wages to the same standard 
and you will accoraplish your object. i 


Break. down the: bus 
ness in which it is employed, by subjecting it 16 direct competi~ © 
tien with foreign fpauperiem; Jessen the demand for latgr, by : 
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introducing foreign preduciions instead of our own, and iive 
causes will produce like ef You wil then have as jvor 
and wretched a population as that against which it wall, in such 
circumstances, contend forbread. Bui I will not here pursue 
the subject. The laborers, I trust, know their interests. and 
wili take careofthem. Trey shall, atall times, have my most 
hearty co-operation, 

But what is this boon which the Senator from Missouri nro 
poses to give to the poor at the expense of the sailor? The 
whole revenue derived from saltis rather less than halta m 
lion of dollars. Now, divite this among the whole population 
of the country, rich ar! poor, equatly,and what is it, if every 
soul should pay an equal sum? Less than three cents a heal, 
And does he seriously believe the poor to be xo selfish as to de 
sire this, when such a result is to follow? If he thinks the poor 
are mean-spiriled or avaricious, he mistakes their character: 
they are not to be tempted to be instrumental in perpeirating a 
wrong, under such a delusion as this, He mistakes their cha- 
yacter and sentiments, and docs them greatiniustice, T? k 
no such favors, and are the advocates of no such measures 
Nothing can be farther removed from my views ofa wise policy 
than to tax the poor, J desire no such thing, and they shall have 
every effort of mine to relieve ther from all burdens, as far as 
it lies in my power. But I would not take from theman ounce, 
to lay upon them the greater weight of a pound. I would not 
relieve them from an annual tax of three or four cents, and 
thereby introduce a policy that would soon call for the sacrifice 
of half their earnmgs. I can have no desire but that of th 
prosperity; no inter st that is not theirs alsa. Efthey suffer. I 
myst suffer with them; if they prosper, 1 may hone to par- 
ticipate in it; for a common prosperity is feit by all the com 
munity. 

Ifthis sacrifice must be made, forbear, I entreat. you, to wrong 
the poor so much as to doit intheir name. Strike at the pre- 
tection of the salt works; take away the hounty on the fisherie 
if your policy requires it; leave no proofs behind you that you 
respect the character or the occupation of the sailor, and sil] he 
has a manly spirit that will uwiumph over it all; he will live 
without it; and, I doub: not, the patriotic ardor of his honest 
heart will remain unquenched. 

But this isnot the only thing this bill aims at, as I stated yes- 
terday, when I moved to strike from it olive oil, E 

We have another great fishery which employs a vast capi- 
tal, and about 12,000 seamen. There are now, as I ara m- 
formed hy one engaged in the business, 508 shipsafloat in the 
whaling business, estimated to be worth about $15,000,000, and 
their returns estimated at the probable value of from iwenty- 
two to twenty-five millions. This, like the cod fishery, is car- 
ried on as a partnership, each sailor being interested in. the 
voyage. The fishermen kave thought the duty on olive oil to 
db: useful te them, as it comes incompetition with theirs. They 
have thought it reasonable that it should be kept on, as our 
oil is subjected to very heavy cuties in Europe. Of the extent 
of this advantage Lam not able to judge, as I have had no op- 
portunity since this bill came before the Senate to learn the 
views of those interested. It is, however, enough for me to 
know, they have heretofore thought it important. It is all they 
ask, and the whole revenue derived from itis $25,000. It may 
affect them injuriously, and therefore it seems te me unwise to 
take it off. Is it not most judicious first to learn the facts ? 
The men engaged in this business are high-minded and honora- 
bie, and, if they cannot make out the propriety of the course, 
they will not ask you to adhere to it. ButI must be permitte 
to ask why these two navigating interests are sclected from all 
the branches of industry for this experiment? Are they the 
least worthy of regard—the least important—the least merito- 
rious? Your legislation has long been tending towards sud- 
jecting the navigation of the conntry to the severest possible 
competition. One privitege after another has been removed 
until we have now reached the last, and th seems fo be an 
impatience to tear them away. With what justice can you 
call on the navigator to pay duties on duck, on iron, and reany 
over articles which he consumes largely, and take fram him 
these little compensations? If they must be removed, be it 
so, Let the decree go forth, but I hope some reason wili be as- 
signed for it. 

“I know it is said, and said truly, that we have too much reve- 
nue, And while I admit it ought to be reduced, and am as 
anxious as any gentleman on this floor to accomplish it by this 
ill, still I cannot resist the conviction that there ought to be 
something Jike reciprocal justice in the policy; and, if certain 
interests are selected, while others are left, there ought to be 
some reason for it. The system of protection embraces the 
whole industry. Itis an entire thing for the benefit of all; and 
when you lose sight of that view, it becomes partial and unjust. 
It contains in itselfa compensating principle that is designed to 
do justice to all; and if you take that away, you cannot fail to 
create discontent, and to weaken the interests which are not at- 
tached. There is no more sure way ef reducing wages than to 
assault each branch of industry in detai, and by that policy 
bring those whe ought to be united to war one upon another. 
Those who produce iren claim protection; but with what pro- 
priety can they ask for the countenance of the navigators who 
consume it largely, if they take away what goes to protect and 
foster the navigating interest? The laborers, and by laborers I 
mean all who work, must stand together and protect one ano- 
ther, or they will be made the victims of a policy that will bring 
them toa level with those who struggle for existence in Eu- 
rope. They must not be deluded by tittle promised advantages 
to adopt a course that will be ruinous, 5 

T have been looking forward to the time when this great mat- 
ter would be disentangled from politics and politicians; when 
the fervor of excitement would subside, and the public mind 
become tranquil; when the two great contending partes would 
see what is undeniably true—that an exclusive policy, adapted 
to ene part of the country, and one alone. can never meet with 
public approbation; when this greatsubject would be approach- 
ed in aspiritof mutual concession and forbearance, and the 
gouthern and northern iadustry be all placed upon a footing 
that would seenre toita stable and enduring prosperity, — I 
thought I saw the dawnings of auch an era, a gradual convic- 
tion gaining upon the publ mind that the prosperity of the 
North and the South might exist in harmony. When a proper 
ume comes, as | trust it may be permitted ta, T hope this adju 

. ment will take place, and public harmony follow upon R, giv- 
ing to the Union new strength and vigor, With feelings and 
sentiments of this kind, it seems to me the North has forbarne 
to disturb or to complain of the compromise act, but have ac- 
quiesced Cans far In its provisione. Th are, In ne respect, 
responsible fer this movement, 
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Tam aware. however. that the works on the seacoast ar 
very diferent condition from the great works of the interia 
latter have ail the benefit of a long and exiensive tran 
tion, which isecuivalent to a strong protection again 
reion article. The manufacturers, therefore, af the interior, 
have comparatively little cause to complain or to be alarmed, 
and probably this is the reason why onr interest isso litle 
regarded. 

The Senator from Missouri (Mr 
highly 
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Benton) expr 
ed at what he described as t 
nanimity of New York, and the patrioti 
of her great interest in this manufacture, 
It seems that his venerable friend (Mr. 
na) had on some forrner occasion despaired of ever throwing off 
this duty heeavse of the great interest of the Empire State. 
When this bill was brought in, the Serator from Missanri took 
an early occasion to congratulate his friend upon such signal 
disinterestedness. Now, if the Senator and his venerable 
into this matter and better infornsed them- 
selves, they would have spared me the troubie ef proving the 
s matter affords file oecasi complinynt or the bis 
ommendteion bestowed opon in The works of New Yor 
are far interior upon and near her great canal. She holds in 
her own hand the key that unlocks the gates of this highway, 
and exacts a toll upon ali foreign salt, which so entirely probi- 
bits it from entering the conntry that it is utterly excluded, 
and New York secures to her works not only a complete 
monopoly of the market of her great interior West, but of 
the vast country on the lakes, extending thousands of miles. 
If this information, which I derive from sources that may be 
relied on, is incorrect, the Senator from that. State can inform 
the Senate. This monopoly is so exclusive that the State levies 
an excise of six cents a@ bushel on the mannfaciured article at 
her own works, and puts the money into her treasury. This 
bill dees not, therefore, touch the works of New York, or aflect 
the interest ef her citizens in theslightest degree. She can, 
therefore, very well afford to make such sacrifices, in which she 
sets commendation for her magnanimily, white we are the vie- 
tims, Thef te and the conntey will now uuderstand how to 
appreciate this magnanimity. 

The Senator from Missouri tas offered another reason in 
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graters are traders. yr : and the Senator 
thinks this won} be broken np if the daty shouid be repe: 
I know not what his expectations are, nor what his ide: 
regard to trade are. but he must have come near to the conclu- 
sion that it is criminal to buy andsell. What does the Senator 
desire? What doeshe aimat? Are pecple tobe deprived of 
the liberty of traffic ? Must they come here, and. bowing them 

selves down, humbly ask permission to do ordinary business? 
If aman is engaged in the common pursuits of fife, is he to he 
denounced and condenmed. loaded with opprobrious epithets, 
and hell upto scorn? Is it not one of the first and highest 
principles ofpublic liberty that all persons may enga zein lawful 
pursuits? Where is this intermeddling with y te concerns 
te end? Is this Government ta pry into individual concerns, to 
ascertain how much and in what way men do business? To 
give this man permission ta go on, that to enlarge, and order 
another to diminish? No people of spirit could fora moment 
bear thisarbitrary interference. 

But suppose it is true that there are regraters, speculators 
who buy and sell, and the public are crafiily played upon by 
their artful contrivances, how will removing the duty remedy 
this evil? Will the power of regrating he taken away er im- 
paired? Whet isto hinder their onerating opon salt free of 
duty as effectually as npon that subject to duty? Let the 
Senator assign a reason if he can. The proposition shows at 
once that none can be assigned. This remedy for such 
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Sir, tweive cents of the duty hes been removed; and although 
the three lest ycars buve been very great exporuing years, and 
consenuently very favoreble to a strong reduction of price, yet 
vo reduciion has bess exneienced enpreaching te the predic- 
tions meds when the lew or 836 was passed. This has prebably 
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TON rose, 
tengih layeply, loprove that 
wholly on the duty upon sal, avd chat there would be ny ground 
for continuing it after the duty was repea edj- 


Mr. DAVIS chserved that he was gratified with ihe franke- 
` the Senatoy, for seme discrediied him when he said the 


haw would fitow thisact. He thenght he 


ad the hiots which were thrown out, and he 

now bad tence that he did not. He would, however 

ona proper ocrasion, show that the bounty was for other pur- 
ses besides reimbursing the duty on salt. He could establish 

but he feared it would avail the fishermen nothing. 

Ona subsequent day— 

Mr. DAVIS, i 1 


weal or the bony 
did not misu 


J stid he was anxious to 
obtain the floor last even u honorabie gentleman 
from Virginia and some others right in regard to his and their 
course h listeed to the reminiscences of the gen- 
tiemen from Flonth ina end New York (Messrs. Calhoun 
and Wrieht) with some ction, as to the history of the tariff 
of 1828, which had been denominated a bill of abomiuatione, 
He, too, atively remembrance of what occurred. Jt is now 
d by those who ought to know about the matter, for they 
Were parties in the transaction, that there was a political bargain 
made hetween the South and the Jackson party of the Middle 
aud West, to frame a bill in such a manner as t0 force ihe New 
Buglancers to vote against if, and then to throw on them the 
obum of defeatinga measure of protection, The bill of 1828 
was the fruit of this extre vary compact, He was rejoiced 
‘this taerpub! wies piace, thar the couniry may 
ofw sithevto ueskased io believe, 

Tn 1927 the manufacturers of woollens found that they had 
lost a large portion of the advantage given to them, and design- 
edto be secured by the act of 1824, by an act of the Briush 
Parliament reducing the duty op wool; and the business de- 
clining under this unexpected state of things, they came here 
anil requesied Congress to place them on as good a footing as 
twas their purpose to, by the act of 24, This was all that 
was prayed for, and this was the only interest which asked for 
relief, Nothing was matted in 1527, and, therefore, they 
came with the same request in 1828. This year began a new 
Congress, in which was a Jackson majority. Te was composed 
of all interests, tariff, and anti-tariff, and the question was, how 
should such a majority co-operate harmoniensly? It was the 
public d 
crease of duty an worlle: 
sonenrred with What maj 
1 was conjectured, 
nistyuent, The Kenai 
minec on Mawufaetur 
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ical to report that memerable 
DE. teame in loaded with cates on hemp, iron, eiee), duck, 

rdent spirits, lead, molasses, grain, aad many other articles; 
though they had a neaminal inerease of duty, 
left relatively in a worse condition than before they were 
touched, by imposing a heavy duty on weol, We were the 
more surprised, because nobody asked for increased dudes on 
iron, steel, hemp, duck, ardent spirits, or any o “the other arti- 
eles. for they had most ample and Jiberal protection betore, and 
rhe manufacturers appeared to be prosperot and happy: and 
while this was apparent, the i was neglected. 
The manufacturers of woollens asked for bread, and the com- 
mittee offered them a stan. _ 

But our eyes began to open. and to be Aled wi guy when 
we saw the antitariil members of the South y al every 
1 propositions to reduce these high and unnecessary 
when we saw the si tar anomaly of such persons 
cording their votes in favor of these extravagant rates; and 
ve saw the authors of this bil, and the persons who de~ 
ed its provisions, because they avowed themselves the 
friends of protection, ri every propesivion to 
the weojlens upon eny er foundation. We must 
sen worse than blind if we had failed to see that the de- 
to compel us of the Bast, by the singular 
and injurious provisions of the bill, to 
omselves ta be denounced by 
We did see and under- 


have been w 
sign of ail this was 
and obvieusly unjust 


vote agair l thas exp 
the pr enemies of protection tune 
stand that we were selected for political victim. The intrigue 
thot to be comprehended, and Tam heartily 
ye Senator from South Carolina from this day 
ta part of tbe very of the country. ‘Tbe bill 
a be defeated, he says, and by our voles. It was made for 
The navigating interest, In its Won, cordage, 
loated wich dudes to attain thai object, The 
> neglected. The Soath, to 
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‘Sir, T have adverted to this. extraordinary piece of bistory 
for two reasons: first, to show that, while I have been the steady 
friend of American industry, T am for no exclusive policy, no 
unfust or extravagant measures, ` lt has, in truth, been urged 
against methat, in the-votes which I have given here, J have 
been foutid in bad company, becarse F stood on the record with 
‘the anti-tariff interest... The same accusation has been made 

against me'that the Senator from North Carolina, (Mr. Brown,) 

now makes against the Senator from South Carolina, (Myr. Cal- 

- -houn;) because he votes with us, and I suppose with 2bout the 
same measure of jualice, 

Second. To prove to you that when political expediency 
calls for’a victim we are uniformly sacrificed. It was so in 
1828, in 183% and is now: we are not regarded as belonging to 
the great American family, unless our interests spread beyond 
-our territory; what is local, ‘or nearly so, may be traded away 
as emergencies require. 

"Che injustice of the bill of 1832 was not so glaringly mani- 

fested as'that of 1828, butit was so strongly marked that I could 

not support it, 

“* “ Thope this piece of history will be borne in mind, and be 
an admonition that contracts marked by injustice, and recom- 
mended only-as political expedients, may fail of their purpose, 
and bring down the injury designed for others u pon the authors 
of the injustice. : 

Twill here dismiss this subject, and call the attention of the 

Senate, to anoiher matter, which it was my chief object to 
notice: 
“Much hag been said in this debate of the compromise act, 
and ig obligations, My course or remarks here can never be 
very important, and therefore, may well be forgotten; and 1 
certainly would not allude to them, if Thad not heen personal- 
ly appealed to in more than one instanée, and reminded that 
this ‘side of the House had given no pledges that it would 
adhere to that aci.’ This had heen put forth almost iñ the tan- 
guage of taunt, asif we were not, frank and manly. 

Whoever has or will give himselfthe trouble to inquire, will 
find that ory sentiments are not concealed. My vote upon that 
actis recordeal, arid. my ventiments then delivered dre in print 
among. tie debates of the day. T wae among those who ditor 
ed irori the distinguished Senator trom Kentucky; and while I 
have wade no profession of a chango of opinion. Lhave so far 
wequiesced in the provisions of the law, ax to yield to ibe provis 
sions às the ‘sense of the country. Lam not aware of having 
given countenance, by acts or opinions, to any disposition to 
disturb it nor have Ihose who usually eo-operated with. me. 
‘Weare not, therefore, chargeable with bad faith in any point uf 
view. We yield our obedienge'to the work of others, leave 
the measure to work out all the good it may. It has thus far 

roduced tranquillity, and raised hopes ola steady course of 

which in itself is one of the great elements of 


i ‘Pledges : 
Kt 


leclarations in conflict with them? IF s0, 


rved that he bears 
i d he Senator fram Vir- 
‘gining Saneand to the chair or my cotle 

nov ing) and sayshe bors noro., 
ds one ol the commi 


The chairman (Mr. Wright) and 
another member (Me. Benton) have distinetly avowed that they 
“hey teil us also, what we 
declarations, that this hill does vio- 
i the most explicit and unequivocal 
terms. Nothtug can be plainer than the truth of this declara- 
tion, ag T fally proved tho other day. 


How stands the matter en? We o 


: l rve the law—make no 

Propositions to alter ii—mexpress no ¢ faction—while thore 
who ask for pledges have come to the deliverate determination 
to disregard ahd violate its provisions, and bring forward a Dill 
for that.avowed purpose, giving ita zealous support. What do 

.. these goutlemen want of pledges? Aye they anxious to have us 
pledge ourselves to sapport a law which they wish to prostrate? 
Ate they so absurd as to ask for pledges to a course the opposite 
of (heir Own sentiments? i 
bill they approve? Do they demand piedges af us to observe 
the compromise act, while they deelare here, in the face of the 
country, that nobody is bound by it? If such be the object of 
demanding pledges, the gentlemen are singularly absurd and 
Inconsistent. with themselves. If they turn their reflections 
upon their own conduct and opinions, they cannot be insensible 
as Wo the ‘position in which they place themselves, They voted 
for the bill, t against itj-when Ù propose to violate it, let gentle. 
men make their arraignment: Lhat will be seasonably enough, 
Bat, sir, 1 have another -ariswer to. this demand for pledges. | 
have no power or authority ‘to pledge Massachusetts to any 
course of policy which is prospective. _ She does hot send me 
here to make bargains to dispose of ‘hor great interests for a 
term of years. -She holds herself at tiberty to approve or dis- 
apprage of my acisas she may deem them wise or unwise; and 
if were to mak: 1e would hold-he ; 
bound by them. lnaddision to this, [knew her Legislature had 
this subject vaderconsiderition, aud that the sentiments of that 
numerous body just elected from the people would probably be 
expunge! Under such circum it would he singular as- 

+ sulption in me to attenips te he State; and even ift I 
had seen 4 propriety insonding i 
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| My ralleague can speak for himself ip this matter, 
‘Heemed toy duty to repel this demend-of jrledges, 
form (ie ihe cauniry of ihe ciren 


ro doubt that wes 


Senate. 


Do they desire to array oppasitionto a “ 


Fin no: respect > 
- from Virginia, he speaks of gett 


~ themselves accordi 


aia DE 
more of the matter, for I have nothing to disguise, or conceal, 


or retract. There is no want of the most explicit frankness, 
Ifit be the pleasure of gentlemen to violate thatact, Jet them 
not geck an apology in my opisions, They have taken their 
own course Independent of'me. Tam not answerable for this 
act, or the principles it involves. Jis paternity4s certain, and 
those who ask for pledges have made their min is. up to carry it 
forward without regard to us. Their course is in no respect 
influenced by my conduct, and if I were now to give pledges of 
adhering to the compromise act, not one of them would change 


his course, or make his opinions dependent on mine Let 


them. not seek to find an apology for their course in my not 
giving in pledges. If they are willing to be governed by my 
opinion, let thêm say so; but no one places the matter on 
that ground; no one says he will stand by the pledges, but, on 
the contrary, all avow the purpose of sustaining the bill. 


SPECIE CIRCULAR. 


SPEECH OF MR. CLAY, 
Or Kerxrucxy. 
[As reported by the National Intelligencer. ] 
tn Senate, Wednesday, January 11, 1837—On the Specie 
Circular. 

The Senate having again proceeded to the order of the day, 
which was the consideration of the resolution heretofore moved 
1y Mr. Ewing of Ohio, concerning the Treasury circular, with 


g 
the substitute therefor proposed by Mr. Rives - 

Mr. CLAY said that he took great pleasure in tendering to 
e Senate his respectful thanks for the mduigenee which had 
yesterday been accorded to him at the instance of the Seuator 
from North Carolina. And he should esteem himself most 
happy ifon the present oceasion he should be so successful as 
tosay what should occasion no regret to any for having conter- 
red upon him that indulgence. 

Tn the State (said Mr. Ê.) of which Tam a citizen, I had late- 
y eccasion ta express my opinion in regard to that Treagury 
order which it is preposed in the resolution offered by my 
riend from Ohio, (Mr. Ewing) to rescind.. What I said on that 
occasion appeared in the prints of the day; and a degreo of un- 
expected notoriety has since been given toit during the present 
session, What I uttered Tsincerely believed. ‘I believed it 
then, T believe it now; and T reaffirm ‘it with all since ty here 
in my place, as my settled opinion, Before, however, 1 pro- 
ceed to atate the grounds on Which it rests, IL shall take some 
noice of the able speech with which we were yesterday favor- 
el by the honorable Senator frou Virginia (Mr. Rives.) 
Phongh that speech was any thing but a justificarion of the le 
gality of the Treasury order, it was ingenious, plansible, often 
eloquent. he speech throughout its whole tener was indeed 
directly adverse to the order, The Treasury order proceeds on 
the principle of requiring specie only in payment for one of the 
most important branches of the public. revenue; but the Sena- 
tor from Virginia is in favor of receiving in payment a mixed 
currency. The order proceeds on the principle ofexhibiting 
partiality toward certain particular classes in their payment of 
the public dues; the Senator from Virginia is for a rule which 
shal! operate alike and equally on all, and shall extend to every 
branch of the public revenue. In a great deal, indeed, in most 
of what was so well said by that Senator, Tentirely concur. 
Thereare, however, some points of difference which I shall pre- 
sently notice. Tregret that, while the country generally, while the 
Senator himself, and while we all are so deeply interested in 
knowing whatis tobe the real policy of the administration on 
the qaestion af he currency, we arè lefcas meh in the dark as 
ever, On one side of the Senate by one friend of the adminis. 
tration it is sald that the precious Metals alone are to form the 
the carrengy, and that all paper is te be driven out of use; 
gradually, indeed, butsurely, Tho Senator from Virginia on 
this sidesays that the policy about to prevail seeks to establish a 
mixed currency, consisting in part of specie, and in part of the 
notes ot specie-paying banks. Which of these friends of the ad- 
ministration are we to credit? T must confess, that so far as past 
experience isto be looked to on such asubject, it seems to favor 
a metallic systom more than a mixed currency, 

At the le sian of Congress, a proposition wag introduced 
iuto the Senate, veqniring the payment of specie in ail cases 
dy the purchasers of our public lands. That proposition was, 
however, putdewn by an almost unanimous vote; for, although 
no call waa made for the yeas anit nays, I think T am fully 
anthorjzed in saying, that had such a call been made, there 
would not have been more than one or two votes in favor of 
the measure, Wet, on the th of July. almost immediately on 
the rising of Congress, we find this very proposition embodied 
ina Treasury order, which requires the payment of. sy in 
regard to our most important branch of the public revenue. 
This fact would soem to indicate that the policy of a mixed 
currency, for which the Senator from Virginia has contended, 
was not then the policy of the administration, and that not his, 
but another’s influence, was predominant in the Cabinet. In 
the preamble to this order, in which the reasons for it are set 
forth, we find not only thar specie ig require? from all pur- 
chasers ofthe public land, but that that other elementof the cur- 
rency which the Senator wouid retain, is denomiced as * paper 
money.” And even in regard to the messages ofthe President 
himself, did time permit and were itnec y todo sn, it would 
be easy toshow from all of them, so far they relate to this 
subject of er cy, that although President Jackson come 
menced his admi ion by recommending a mixed currency, 
yet that be gra departed mere and more from that 
ground, until in the m 2 of 1835, referred to by the Senator 
g back to the “constitutional 
mediu evidently alluding toan exclusive specie circula- 
tion, You will therefore agree that the uncertainty of which I 
have spoken is not feigned. but rea sand I entreat the two divi- 
ions of the friends of the administration speedily to settle he- 
tween themselves the controveried question what the policy to 
be. pursued act nyis and forthwith to state it to the country, 
so that all our business men may have an eye to it. and regulate 

meel ingly in their moneyed transactions. 
The Senator from Virginia tells us that he isin favor of an 
enlargement of the: metallic foundation of the currency. And 
noth Ts:the-idea anew one with the Senator from Vit 
? Dit ie not originate, or was it not at least first pressed 
py ny friends whooyere endeavaring to guard the currency of 


the country fran the dangers which heset it? Waa nat the prin- 
ci icuUng-issues of bank notes below prescribed. deno- 


| 


minations, first introduced by the Senator from Massachusetts, 
who sits near me, (Mr. Webster,) as one provision in the re- 
newed charter of the Bank of the United Siates in 1832? And 
while lam very'sure that the @enatox from Virginia did not 
take from the speech of my friendan that occasion the anecdote 
which he introduced into his own of the message sent by Mr. 
Burke to Mr. Pit, warning him that if he permitted the issue of 
one pound notes, he would never again see aguineain England, 
yet it does so happen that that very anecdote was related by the 
Senator from Massachusetts in his speech before the Senate in 
1932, and was used by him expressly in support of the idea of 
increasing and strengthening the metallic basis of our paper cur- 
rency. ~ 


Bat whilst both gentlemen concur in the propriety of im <. 


posing some limitation on cur paper circulation, yet there is a 
wide difference between thei as to the mode in which that de- 
sirable object is to be effected. 'The Senator from Virginia 
would rely on the veluntary action of a thousand banks, and of 
twenty-six State sovereignties operating on those banks. We 
of the opposition, on the contrary, thought it wisest to rely on 
a remedy within our own power. to trust to our own laws, and 
to look tothat which we could effect by our own energies, and 
the exertion of our own constitutional authority, We consid- 
ered this a practical and efficacious means. The Senator from 
Virginia relies on what I consider wholly inefficient. His re- 
liance, it seems, is on the enlightened patriotism of the States 
andof the banks; the enlightened patriotism of nine huadred 
or a thousand banks, created for the sole’ purpose of making 
money! But, sir, have we no lessons from experience in our 
own past history, as to the degree of reliance which may safely 
be placed on the mere voluntary action of any community, 
however enlightened and patriotic it may be? What was the 
state of things during onr own revolution, when we were con- 
tending in the most glorious cause that ever animated the 
hearts, or nerved the arms of men? The reliance was then 
on the volutary payment of the quotas, not of twenty-six, but 
of thirteen States, indispensable to the success of that cause 
and to our soldiers, who, unfed and unclad, were enduring 
every suffering to which humanity can be possibly exposed. 
Letne ask the honorable Senator, in view of what then took 
place, whether reliance on the patriotism even of enlightened 
States, much Jess that of banking corporations, is safe and 
secure. 

It is now. four or five years since the policy was first an- 
nounced on ourside, and was afterwards taken up by a portion 
of the friends of ‘the administration, to widen the metallic 
foundation of the currency by a prohibition of small bank 
; and what has been the result? How many States has 
eiighted patriotism induced to adopt the policy? The Sena- 
tor from Virginia mentioned Virginia, Pennsylvania, and Mary: 
land, to which be might have added Kentucky, end possibly one 
or (wo others. as having imposed the desired restriction; but 
they did it cither prior te, or without any sort of reference to. 
the annunciation of the policy from Washington. Of all the 
twenty-six States, he believed New York and Maine only had’ * 
conformed their legislation to the recommendation sent forth 
from this city. And it is remarkable, with respect to Maine, 
as he had understood, that, after the restriction was imposed, 
a supply of the prohibited notes below five dollars was sent for 
to 


siness, 

No, sir; no man hasa higher opinion of the patriotism of the 
country than Ihave. . here is no one who entertains a bigher 
opinion of the patriotism of the States, or is more disposed to 
giace a due and proper degree of reliance upon it; but T-eonsi- 

er itsound policy not exelusively to depend upon it, but toadd ° 
to that security the salutary vigor ot thelaw. Fence we sup: 
posed that it had been demenstrated by all experience in this 
country (hata national bank, created by, and under the proper 
control of, this Government, was a fit and necessary instrument, 
to guard tha paper system of the country against its tendency to 
run into excessive issues, and ultimately into utter disorder; 
that such a bank would at least retard that deplorable state of 
things; and that, if it could not finally prevent it, when the 
notes of the local banks had lost all confidence, and ceased to be 
a secure circulation, the notes of the national bank would re- 
main a safe medium in which the revenue of the country could 
be collected and disbursed. ‘ 

From the moment that the Bank of the United States ceased 
to exist, you gave up the rudder of the national currency, and 
Igreatly fear thatit will get into such a state of confusion that - 
we shall see it go on, from worse to worse, until al] shall unite 
in totally withdrawing from it the pubhe confidence. 

But if it were even possible that you could succeed, by ap- 
peals to the States and to the banks, in bringing about the resto- 
ration of a sound currency, how long would it last? - Supposing 
a general pressure to be produced by the withdrawal of specie 
from the country, would not the banks instantly be prompted by 
the States themselves to sugply the wants of the community by 
furnishing the desired med sin? Trace back your own history; 
look to that period which preceded the Revolution, when the 
colonies were compelled to resort to bils of credit, and even to 
tobacco, as a circulating medium. T believe that, in Virginia, 
the law to that effect remains still on the statute book, and that 
fee bills of some public officersare yet made outat the rate of 
so many pounds of tobacco foreach item. If altered, the law 
has not been very long changed. The necessity ofa circulating 
medium of some kind is indispensable. Society cannot exist 
without it. It cannot revert to the primitive state of barer, 
The representative of property must be had, even if it be in the 
form of peltries, tobacco, uncoined bars, paper money, or small 
bank nows, And this great social wantis paramount to alllaw. 

But the plan of the honorable Senator, to effect a restriction. 
on bank issues, does not consist exclusively in a reliance on 
the patriotism of the banks or the States. He would appeal to 
the interest of the banks, and would hold over them the threat 
that, unless they cease the issue of small notes, the public: de- 
pesites shall be withdrawn from their custody; in other words; 
iis hy employing the revenue of the United States that he 
would effect the restriction he seeks, Now, sit, what is the- 
amount of this revenue? Twenty five oy thirty millions per 
amum. “And what did he tell us from very high authority? 
Fe told us that the money transactions in one single city, the 
city of New York, were estimated several years ago, and that 
by aman than whom none is better acquainted with all such 
matters, at 1,500,000,000 annually: and at this day the amount 
is probably double that. Nowif, in one single city, the course 
of business reqajres the employment of 1,£00,000,C00 of dollars 
annually, what #itast: be the agzrécate amount-of the traysac-. 
tions in all! the other cities and paris of the Union? The amonint 
baffles al human calculation; and do you suppose that, by 


assachusetts, for small change in the transaction of bu}. 
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wielding a revenue of only thirty millions, you can overawe, |! 
coerce, and control banks whose business amounts, perhaps, to 
a thousand times as much?) What proportion does the number 
of your deposite banks bear to that of the whole of the hanks-of 
the Union? Before the passage of the depusite act they 
amounted, if I remember, to less than forty; they are now, per- 
haps, eighty; and we are told by a secret autherity, which 
seems to be high and controlling, that their number, when the 
deposite act is executed, is again to be reduced down to forty; 
but say itis eighty, and then by your operation on these 
eighty banks you are te bring about an effect so important as 
to deprive the remaining nine hundred and twenty banks of 
that which, in many instances, constitutes the most inportant 
part of their circulation. Can we not see that the thing is 
perfectly chimerical? 

Suppose you prevail with enc bank to give up the issues of 
itssmall notes. What isthe immediate effect?’ The vacuum 

roduced hy the withdrawal of the small notes of that bank is 
instantly filled by the small notes of other banks; and even if 
you could go a step further, and prohibit your deposite banks 
from receiving in deposite the notes of any bank which issues 
pills below five dollars, what wovil be the further effect? 
There would be an instant collision between the deposite banks 
and the other banks of the country; and as the other banks are 
so much more numerous, the necessary result would he the 
utter destruction of the deposite banks themselves. We have al- 
ready seen some of the effects resulting from these require- 
ments, We passed an act at the last session prohibiting the 
use of notes belcw $10 in the disbursements of the United 
States. Well, sir, we have a disbursing bank in this city; and 
how wastheruleobserved? All the Senators who hear me are 
personal witnesses to its violation in payment to themselves of 
their daily allowance. I donot mention this to complain of it. 
“It is possible, if you had ordered the officers of the Senate to re- 
ecive either specie or notes over $10, it would have been com- 
plied with. But the bank still*goes on, and it would stil! con- 
tinue its course, notwithstanding any voluntary restriction 
which your wisdom may suggest. Is it not too much to ex- 
pect, that when you, to whom the task belongs, have abandon- 
ed the care of the currency of the country, the States or the 
banks shall take upon themselves the duty of remedying the de- 
fects or the neglect of your legislation? The parties will take 
care of themselves, and will look no further. ‘They will leave 
to the whole to provide for the interests of the whole. What 
interest have the banks in Maine, for example, so to shape 
their course as to suit the exigencies of the community 
in Louisiana? We, on the contrary, centended fer one 
currency, which should be general throughout the Union, 
consisting of the notes of the bank of the General Gov- 
ernment, and ffor a local currency, consisting of the bills 
of local institutions; so that there might be a genefal cur- 
rency, lo beemployed in purposes of a general nature, while 
the local currency would subserve all local purposes. Our 
wish was tohave the general currency every where receivable 
in payment of the public duns, while we relied on the local 
banks for the medtum of local circulation. But you have 
given up a bank whose credit was coextensive with the com- 
mercial world, which supplied a currency never surpassed, and 
regulated exchanges with an economy unsurpassed in this or 
any other country. And do you expect these local institutions 
canbe an adequate substitute? Do you cherish the vain ex- 
peetation that the States will come to your relief, and rectify 
your incompetency? No, sir, no: Hach State will say, it is 
not our affair to provide a general eer for the United 
States, we must leave that to be managed by the General Gov- 
ernment. And does not all experience demonstrate that while 
local Governments constitute the safest depository of local in- 
terests, the General Government alone can provide for the 
we'fare of the whole? i 

Whatis the present actual condition of the banking capital 
of the country? We told you that the moment you destroyed 
a bank of the United States there would immediately spring up 
innumerable local banks; that banking capital would thus be 
greatly extended, and that the change might lead to the destruc- 
tion of all confidence in the circulating paper medium. And 
are not these predictions in a rapid progress of fulfilment? We 
are informed by the Secretary of the Treasury that the amount 
ofbank capital has increased, since the veto on the bank char- 
ter, from 209 millions to 300 millions—an increase of fifty per 
cent. and that the circulation has increased in the same ratio, 
viz: from 80 millions to 120 millions. 

Yconcur with the Senator from Virginia in the, position that 
no state of things is more calamitous than that which accom- 
panies a decline in the circulating medium ef a country; and 
the degree of distress isin propertion to the rapidity of such 
decrease; while, on the other hand, the prosperity of a country 
is never at least apparently greater than while the amount of 
its curvency is on the increase. But does any man suppose 
that this con continue? Can any reflecting man persuade him- 
self that twenty-six distinct and independent States, looking 
each one to its own interest, will exercise such forbearance as 
not to add bank to bank, and increase the paper circulation 
within its limits, till the country will be involved in the danger 
of some great calamity? I greatly fear it- When or how it 
shall come, no ove can exactly foresee; but we can all imagine 
that, ifthere should occur a great failure, or a great reduction 
m the price of the Southern staple, or (what is now actually 
threatened) a general return of American stocks which have 
been sent ta Europe on a foreign demand, from any cause, ofa 
large amount of the specie in the United States, the necessary 
consequence would be such a run upon the banks as may cause 
a general suspension of specie payments, if not the bankruptcy 
of many of the banks. What is their present condition? They 
are without concert, co-operation, or mutual cohfidence. The 
moment there is a great and sudden demand to meet a corres- 
ponding demand abroad, there must ensue a general panic 
throughout the country. Each bank being necessarily unable 
to measure the exact extent of the demand, will, of course, call 
on its own debtors, and the same thing, for a similar reason, 
taking place in all the other banks, there will probably bea 
general stoppage of payments and universal bankruptcy. Was 
Not ail this foreseen? Was it not foretold? Were gentlemen 
net warned, again and again, not to destroy the only means on 
which we could with safety rely? fag oh 

Between the system of the gentieman from Virginia and ihe 
hard money system, I am far from being sure that the latter is 
not a more efficacious remedy than any voluntary action of the 
States and of the banks. The hard money system proposes 
that, in all collections and disbursements of the revenues of the 
Government, specie alone shall be received, and all paper of 
every description enirely excluded. The object of both sys- 
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tems is to retain a certain amount of specie within the nation, 
by the creation of a necessity for its use, and thus to prevent its 
exportation: for if the Government shall decide to receive 


_sothisg butspecie in payment of its dues, the consequence 


would be the necessity of retaining a sufficient amount of the 
hard metais for the collection and disbursement ofthe revenue. 
It might not, indeed, be necessary to retain the whole amount 
y assuming that to be the annus! revenue, since 
one dollar in specie might be made to pay two dollars in reye- 
nue. But a certain amount, bearing a considerable proportion 
to the revenue, would be retained in the country. The process 
of getting atsuch a resuit is of necessity extremely difficult, 
and would create much practical inconvenience. 

Ifspecie should become very scarce, the collectors of the 
Government might from necessity be forced to receive è por- 
tion of the revenue in notes of good banks; but if you receive 
this revenue in specie only, you immediately and unavoidably 
clevate the relative value of specie above other parts of the 
currency, because, while hard money would perform ail the 
offices of other media of circulation, it would then discharge 
one other office, which they could not. The result must be to 
create a Ce:mand for specie, and thereby to render it a marker 
able commodity. A man would not then, as now, be 2s ready 
to receive a debt in good notes as in specie. He will always 
want the specie, because it would command a premium. Does 
not the Senator perceive that gold and silver must then cease to 
be a circulating medium, and be converted into merchandise? 
Ti would be sold at an advance, and would be hoarded for that 
end, Yetlam far trom being certain, if the object in view be 
to retain a certain amountof hard money in the country, that 
the remedy which suggests the exclusive use of specie has 
not a certainty of success which cannot be produced by relying 
on the patriotism er the voluntary action of a thousand banks 
and twenty-six indepenpent State sov: reiguiies.. My word for 
it, in fifteen or twenty years after the tem of the Senator 
from Virginia shall have gone into effect, although the same 
identical banks may not cuntinue to issue notes ofa small de- 
nomination, yet the aggregate amount of such notes in actual 
circulation will not be less then it was at the commencement of 
the experiment. 

But we were told by the honorable Senator that Great Bri- 
tain and several other countries of Europe, having become en- 
lightened by the example of America, are disposed to imitate 
it. He told us further, that the people of Great Britain are 
becoming sensible of the Impolicy of monopolies, and opposed 
to the continuance of the Bank of England, and that the present 
policy of that Governivent aims at the establishment of joint 
stock companies in addition to the jarge number of private 
bankers, and by this means ultimately to get tid of the Bank of 
Englandaltogether. On-that subject all 1 can say is that such 
is not the state of my information. IT know, ineca, that they 
have latcly passed a law for the creation, wader certai re- 
stristions, of joint stock companies; but what is the state of 
public opinion in regard to those local banking institutions, 
which so closely, as the Senator thinks, resemble our own? It 
is distrust, uncertainty, and fear. We are all aware that a 
committee of the House of Commons, at the head of which is 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, was required to examine into 
the condition ofthese local banks. I have before me a report of 
that committee, rendered as late as August last. The joint 
stock companies in that country are established by what they 
denominate deeds of settlement, which specify the conditions 
under which they are erected. After presenting ananalysis of a 
variety of these deeds of settlement, the committee enumerate 
thirteen different defective provisions in the laws which may 
require the interposition of Parliament, and they conclude by 
urging the necessity of the greatest possible prudence and 
cantion in the management of those hanks. 

While the language of the report shows very cleariy that 
there is great apprehension felt as tọ the safety and solidity of 
these institutions, yet it is so constructed as prudently to avoid 
the excitement of unnecessary alarm. But supposing it to be 
true that, in a Government constituted asis Great Britain, it 
were possible to dispense with a national bank, and tə rely on 
local joint-stock companies and on private banks: let me ask 
the honorable Senator if the condition of England and America 
is not totally diferent? You there see a power asserted for 
Parliament to Jegisiate with plenary authority, both for the fu- 
ture and for existing institutions. Have we any such power? 
Theirs is a consolidated government; ours is a confederacy. 
They have power by their legislation to guard agaiust mal- 
practices in all the banking institutions in the kingdom. But 
here there is no such authority. There, there is not an institu- 
tion which does not perpetually act under the control of a gene 
ral law, extending throughout the empire. But here we have 
one thousand banks, scattered over our immense territory and 
in twenty-six States, on which the General Government can 
exercise no effective control whatever. So that even were it 
true that the British Government could dispense with the Bank 
of England, it would be far from proving that we could imitate 
her, when we consider that the local banks in this country are 
subject to twenty-six separate and independent Governments, 
over which we have no power to act. 

We were told, and the country was promised, that on the 
destruction of the Bankof the United States we should be fur- 

ished with a better currency than we then enjoyed; acurren- 
cy unrivalled on the face of the globe, which was under better 
regulation, and by which exchanges were effected at a cheaper 
rate than inany part oftheearth. The paper of that bank had 
its credit established throughout the world. It was received in 
Asia; it was received all over Europe, and throughout this en- 
tire continent. Our exchanges were managed with an economy 
which we must all remember with regret at the change which 
hag since taken place; for what isthe state of our exchanges 
now? When they take place between distant places, the p 
miun at the one end of the course ought to be met by the dis- 
count at the otherend. Bat is that s0? When a merchant at 
New York selis a bili on New Orleans at adiscount, is that dis- 
count counterbalanced by the premium ona similar bill al New 
Orleans? No. A discountis charged at beth ends of the line. 
Andit often happens that at neither can you dispose of your 
bill witheut great difficulty and sacrifice. , 2 

Ttoo, am aware that we are surrounded with difficalucs. 
In that I concur entirely with the Senator from Virginia: | 
my friends are not responsible for this State of thines ou 
all know the reasonofit. You all feel it every day. You know 
that we arc in ihe midst ofa dark and dense wiklerness. Who 
is to be the Moses, whether from this side or the other, 
Senate, dooking atthe positions of the Senators from Virguuks 
and Missouri, that shall legd us tothe promised lan dy is among 
those uvknown things which the fature alone car 


sir, 


And now I turn to the questions really before the Senate.” 
beg pardon for the digression into which I have been led in no- 
cing the able aud interesting speech, of the Senator. from Vir- 
gista; the gratification of hearing which I shared in common 
with the rest of the Senate. Lf, m noticing the few points with 
respect lo which I differ from that honorable Senator, 1 have 
departed from the rigid regularity of debate. I must plead his 
example as my apology: Whatare the questions which we have 
to consider? Tn 1816, the condition of the country in regard to 
the currency was this Threughout ail the country south of 
New England there was a general suspension of specie pay- 
ments, and the bank notes ia circulation were of different de- 
grees of value, and nevertheless constituted the only medium in 
which the public dues were paid. The consequence was, that, 
instead of taxes having the uniform character required by the. 
Constitution, diferent parts of the country and different’ indi- 
viduals paid the same tax in widely varying values. This was 
a condition which the country could not long bear, ana the Ga- 
vernment would have been wanting to every duty it owed to 
the community had i tolerated such a state of things. . For 
every body mustagreethat there is in reality no difference be- 
twees exacting ditierent rates of duty in diferent parts of the 

ory, and requiring that the same rates shall he paid in me- 
very diferent in value. Such was the state in which Con- 
gress found the country at ihe memorable session of 1816. ‘The 
question was, what should be done? That voluntary action of 
the banks, which is the sole reliance of the Senator from Vir- 
ginia, had been fully tried and found wanting. There had been 
convention after convention of the banks, to try if they could not 
agree voluntarily lo resume specie payments, but it was found 
impracticable to doso, Congress felt called upon to interpose, 
and two great and leading measures were devised as presenting 
the only prospect of remedy. > One was proposed, or, to speak 
more correctly, was espoused by the Senator from South Caro- 
lina opposite, (Mr. Caihonn,) (for it had originally been sug- 
gesied bya late Sceretary of the Treasury.) The other was 
brought forward by the Senator from Massachusetts, (Wir, Web- 
ster.) One of theso measures was the creation of a Bank of the 
United States, As there existed no paper medium of circula- 
tion on which the country could rely, the establishment of such 
a bank wassupposed to be the only alternative left to the Go- 
vernment, It met with strong opposition, but was car ied suc- 
cessfully through. It was apprehended, however, that this mea- 
sure would be insuficient, unless it should be aided by another; 
and hence the resclution of the Senator from Massachusetts, 
which has repeatedly been alluded to in this debate, was inro- 
duced with a design of simulating the restoration of specie pay- 
ments, and remedying a state ef things which was unjust 
and scandalous in the eyes of ail commercial communities. 
That bank has been destro and let me here say that E 
have net the least expectation of any eat being made hy 
my tele to re-establish in They have vo such purpose, 
An experiment is new to be tricd as to the power oi local 
banks in meeting the wants of the community. Let those who 
are rashly trying the experiment be responsible for the issue. 
The resolution of my friend from: Massachusetts was intros 
duced simultaneously with the bill to incorporate the United 
States Bank. It was expected that the bank would go into 
operation early in the next year. The Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, by the resolution, was directed to take measures as soon 
as might be to ensure the payment of ail Government dues in 
four specified media, but the discretion entrusted to him was 
only to contive until the xüth of February following? After 
that day no payment of public dues of any kind was to be 
permitted, save in oné or other of the four media which had 

een specified. 

Can any man Jook at that resolution at this day, and seri- 
ously entertain any doubt as to ats true inter Hon? The 
Seerctary of the Treasury was immoiately caned upon to exe 
pound ig; and an uninterrupted usage of twenty yoars, under 
succeeding Secretaries, has uniformily given to it the inter- 
pretation which it then received. Itnever was for a moment 
believe t that it vested him with authority to require only 
specie, or to exclude entirely any of the four specified funds in 
payment to Government: that exposition was not interrupted 
for a moment by the actof 1820. I shall not repeat the argu- 
ment in regard toit. It accomplished, and was designed to 
accomplish, but one purpose, which was the atolition of the 
creditsystem in the purchase of the public lands, and the sub- 
stitution therefor of payment in hand. It did not intefupt 
for a moment the continuous inierpretation of the resolution of 
1Wst6—an interpretation which extended into three successive 
administrations, through seven years of a fourth. ` Isit not 
too late, after this iong adherence to one interpretation, 10 say 
that Congress has misunderstood it; that all the Secretaries 
have misunderstood it; and that your usage for such a course 
of years is at this late day to be surrendered as without a true 
foundation, Jt has been said that the resolution was restrictive- 
Tt was so in so far as it rejected the notes of non-specie paying 
tanks, but it was mandatory so fer as it went to enumerate 
and specify the different media in which payment might be 
made, It was restrictive so far as bad notes were concemed, 
but it confored a jegal right on the payer to make, and a legal 
obligation on the receiver to accept, payment in one of the 
four several ways which the Jaw provided. But ifthe Secretary 
ofthe Treasury had authority teselect some and to reject others 
of these modes, then his rejection and selection must be applied 
universally. He bas no right to discriminate between citizen and 
ciiizen. He has no right to say tothe citizen of Boston. from you 


I witi receive notes of the banks in Boston, but not of the Bank of 
the T d States. Or to a citizen of New York, from you I will 


receive United States Bank bills but net bills of the banks in 
m. No. If he had a right to say that either of the four 
sinds should be received in preference to the rest, he is bound 
to make that rule and that preference to reach every where 
shout the country, But what docs he do? Ie not only 
inates between different branches of the revenue, 
regulations to apply to one branch whieh do nat ap- 
te the others, but, in reference to thai one branch, which 
ect of his order, he discriminates between different 
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eversed his rule-—suppose he had said that the citizens 
rot the States in which the land lays should have a: ight to pur- 
o hase only with spccie; while those who came from a dis- 
tance might make their payment in notes. If he has absolute 
ower over the subject, he might as well have made the one 
~ discrimination as the oiher. And he may not only discrimi- 
nate between different classes’ of individuals, but between dif 
ferent places. I have been, indeed, informed, that at one ef 
the- land offices specie under the order was not required. 
-Where-is this dispensing power? Where did the Secretary 


get it? Not from the words of the order, for that applies equally 
to-all. : oe x 
i Sir, I have heard it contended for, again and again, and votes 
ave heen given recording-such as the opinion of the majority 
- of this Chamber, that payment for the pubiic lands is a tax on 
Me community. 1 do not myself think go. But I put the 
gentlemen who do, and T ask them how this 
_ Order can be justified if all taxes are reqnired to be uniform? I 
“ Gome'to the conclusion that its legality cannot be estat lished, 
either under the joint resolution of ISi0 or the law of 1$ fia 
wants legalauth«rity. It has on its very face all the air of 
Execwive legislation. It has a preamble setting forth the 
reasons which have led to its enactment ‘The Secretary who 
pPotrt forth s-ems strongly to have fel: the necessity of shelter- 
ing himself under the invulnerable name of his chief. But 
were there even authority for the order in the letter of the law, 
I should still argue against its gross injustice in practice. 
` And this brings me now to'inquire, what has been the effect 
of this order ia its actual operation on the community? ‘The 
order professes to procwed on the principle that the public tods 
are sold for a valuable consideradon, if payment be made in 
‘bank notes, and that-specie alone can constitute a just equiva- 
lent for their value. And I admit, that if the Secretary had 
gone on to provide that the specie thusreceived'should be the 
property of the Government, there would at least have been 
consistency in the course he adopted. But the moment the order 
appeared, there was an instant pressure for specie, especially 
inthe West and the Southwest ‘The banks were called upon, 
and specie in’ all quarters was put in requi ‘on, for the pur- 
posë of paying for the public lands, The pressure upon the 
banks in Kentucky was great. Gentlemen talk to us about the 
inconsiderable amount that has been received. which is statgd 
art $1,800,000, exclusive of $300,020 more, which was placed on 
Geposite at. Washington, and the certificates of which were re- 
ceived as cash; say, in round numbers, two millions of dollars, 
Ivis very true that this amount wosnot great, but the argument 
drawn from it is not à fair one. We must recollect that when 
` dhe operation commenced no one knew what was to be its ex. 
tent. No individual hank could possibly tell, and eagh was 
Jeft in total nncertainty asto what would be required a them. 
The banks conid not foresee that no more than two milions of 
dollars would ‘hus be drawn from them. If they had known 
this beforehand, they might have made their arrangements to 
Ineet it. But on all the banks of the West and of the Southwest, 
daily demands were made forspecie. There was, at once, not 
only a.cessation of discounts, and the purchase of hills of ex- 
| Change, bit the banks made heavy calls upon their debtors. 
This state of things operated with peculiar severi ty onthe West, 
Tt happened just about the time when our people began to carry 
their live stock to market. The ordinary course of the trade 
is this: They draw bills upon themselves, or on their friends, 
&t the markets to which they ave destined, which are dis. 
counted: by the bank, and with the proceeds of which they pur- 
Chase their stock, and meet their engagements. No business 
with us is more beneficial to all parties. ‘The purchaser of 
stock diffuses money through the community, and on reaching 
the market he makes his sales, and is thus cnabled to pay che 
` bills which he hasdrawn. AN this wasi iately interrupt 
8J, in consequence of This Greseury order: for how could ths 
| binky venture to discount, with such an order hai nz over 
their heads? If they purchased bills, the operation was 
equivalent toa disbursement fso much specie; for if they 
: paidin these nores, they immediately returned upon them for 
Specie. ` The Senator from Virginia has tald ns about the effect 
of the course pursued by certain collectors in Ireland in refus- 
What was 
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the consequence? The stoppage of the Ba: 
branches. Norcould that gentleman have 
severe condemnation of the order than byt 
he quoted from the kingdom of Ireland. “Th 
said. were run upon. Individuals who po: : 
unwilling to part from it, and reserved it for investracnt in che 
public lands. And there was a general accumulation, for the 
purpose of paying it into the Tani eff Well, sir, it was car- 
Hed: ta the land offices; and when it got there whose was iv? 
What became of it? Was it the property of the Government? 
No, sir. Did you geti? No, sir. It was carried to the depo- 
site banks, andthere jt was crevited so nuch money to the 
Governmeat. The whole. trans ction, therefore, amounted to 
“this: you forced ali the purchas of the publie land to be- 
comé collectors of specie for the deposite banks. The money 
Was not collected for the Government. You cannot eall tor it. 
itis the property of those banks, to be used as they please. 
“You. bave refused to. credit banks for the notes they issued; you 
have occasioued all this vast inconvenience; and, finally, in- 


i 


Stead of wetting the specie which you have been at so much 
“trouble to coliect, you get nothing but bank credits. 


` The‘ money. was transported. from the seaboard, from the 
wesiem and southwestern banks, from the theatres of bu 
ness, where it might have been constanily and advantageously 

wo the interior to banks ‘of very limited 
vs. And evon there they. were afraid to use it, Test is 
might he suddenly called for. The difference of the twa opera 
tions, betore and afer the order, is this: Before the. order, 
purchasers of the pub! i id for them in bank notes, con- 
vertible inte s caler , they paid for theta in špe- 
cle, converted into bank € s just reversing the order 
of thine: You hes tontained specie if you 
wished its bitu i with specie, and’ ob 
tained only bani H erbet thronghout 
the western an: 
‘interests of society collector 
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of the com munity, that it may perform the unprofitable circuit A 
of being taken to the land offices, and thence back to the banks, 
when it becomes their property.. 

Sir, What offence have the Western and Southwestern States 
commitied, that they are to be subjected to an indignity. which 
is not inflicted’on the rest of the community? Why are we to 
pay our dues te the Government in specie; while the rest of our 
fellow- citizens are allowed to pay in bank notes? Even if there 
Were authority for it in the law, the requisition Would not be 
according to justice or equity. And all sentiments of fraternal 
regard, as well as all principles of « quality, ery aloud agains 
snch revolting distinctions. Why are our banks and our pea- 
pte alone to be subjected to this ruje? T pro: most solemnly, 
on behalf of my constituents, against so disgraceful an ine- 
quality: and Teall upon the Government either to carry out 
their hard money system every where, at the cusiom-houises as 
well as the Jand offices, or efface from its records a discrimina- 
tion which cannot continus a day or an hour, without dishonor 
and Aeeraadtion. 

The honorable Senator from Virginia tells us that the measure 
is temporary. I wish be had made it out, or could do so now. 
How is it temporary? On its fese? No. sir. It has just began 
its wide-sweeping ruin. It began on the lth of August, and it 
tolerated for a time the exercise af some indulgence. Its full 
operation only commenced’on the ith of December, 1836, and 
there is nothing in its terms that looks like a temporary provi- 
sion. There is nothing in the President’s message, or in the re- 
port of the Secretary, wbich announces to a suffering commu- 
nity that the heavy burden imposed upon them will not con- 
tinne long. It may suit the purposes af the Senator from Vir- 
gima so to representit It may not beagreeable to him to be 
seen at open war witha measure of the administration; but 
there is nothing in the terms of the order, and nothing in the 
policy on whieh it rests, which is temporary in its character. 
No, sr. Let Congress adjourn, and leave on the western States 
this invidious, this unjust and degrading discrimination in the 
payment of common dues to a common Government, and my 
word for it, this order will not only be continued, but it will be 
carried farther, end other discriminations will be made under 
your alleged sanction to suit the varying views of the adminis- 
tration. Sir, give us equality. We area common crew in the 
same noble, the same glorious ship of State. Is it not right that 
we shonld all be placed under. the same common laws, and 
share alike the common justice of our country? I protest 
against the continuance for an hour of an iniquitous order, 
which ‘subjects the western and southwestern portions of this 
Union to a rule so irreconcileable with any principles of justice 
or equity. l 

My friend from Ohio, who sits near me, (Mr. Ewing,) has 
offered this resolution, which abolishes this odious distinction, 
and places all parts of the community, andevery branch of the 
revenue, upon a footing of perfect equalit 

But is ìs said WE ought not to do this} and if we do it will 
hoply censure. And the Senator from North Carolina, (Mr. 
Strange.) at a loss to make out a censorious charge from the 
words of the resolution itself, resorts to the language of a Sena- 
tor tosupply the deficiency. Sir, if we repeal the statute of a 
legislature. does itimply ensure on the legislature? May we 
not repeal a statute of out own, and yet fix no stigma on our 
forraer deed? May we not then rescind an order or edict of Exe 
cutive authority, wi hout any such implication? Has it come to 
this, that a mere difference of opinion is censure? Are we to 
he afraid to express our sentiments of a public measure, lest, 
peradventure, we wound the feelings of the Chief Magistrate, 
or the Secretary of the Treasury? Sir, I have been struggling, 
associated with my friends, for a long time, against the com- 
p iscentaney of Executive power; and we have sometimes 
heen ereuniaged bya mor hope ofb 0 st its 
lawisss career. Ba ch has heca steady. onward, 


a dJ ament to say, riump It is now practically the su 
preme power in the State, Every branch of the Government 
Lends beneath its sway. ‘The docirine of unity in the Bxecu- 


tive administration, recently introduced, the obedience which, 
in pursuance of it, is exacted from all executive officers, from 
the highest to the lowest; the practice of proscription ofall who 
do not conform to the prevailing e ed, with the kindred ge 
of profuse oficial and other rewards to all whe do, often” with- 
out regard tu character, integrity, orm i; aná the exercise of 
boundless power over the public trea ure, and by means of a 
of ed, mysterious, and irresponsible agency over the banks 
ich l, have stamped a totally new character 
upon the Government. It has become a vast Grganized ma- 
chinery, controlled by the will of one man. end moved by asin- 
g'e hand. It monarchy ip disguise, with fewer privileges 
ally enjoyed than are exercised in some monarchies. 
There, acts of the Crown may bi xposed, censured, denounced, 
corrected, by the power of parliament. Put he 
tocomplain of, or remonstrate against, executive acts. We 
must not presume tocensure them, We must bear. in silent 
and dutiful submission, whatever itis the acts of the Executive 
may bring on the country. | Or. if we-attemp-t any corrective, 
we must graciously suppose that we are not gomg counter to the 
Exeentive will, and by a fictron-conyert a permanent meastre 


into a temporary order! 

When. Mr. President, shall we get back to the good old times, 
when a President of the United States never stepped out of his 
own sphere to assnme powers not granted to him, or to contre! 
the discharge of du specially assigned to subordinate oft- 
cers? As to this Treasury order, Edo not view it as an act-of 
the Seeretary. It has his hand. but nat h t his mind. 
Erom the face of the order itself I should dr i 
that he > been the unwillir o 
protoryne ẹ for the removal of the 
an act of the utive will. directly against the 
feularly charret with a pattie Anty., 
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must not repeal, lest we censure the President, Why, 
sit, if that is his ground, he should have withheld his amende 
ment; for what, afier all, is the difference in effect be- 
tween the resolution of the Senater from Ohio and the 
amendment of the Senator from Virginia? The Treasury 
order is now in full operation, And what isthe proposal ofmy 
friend from Ohio? To rescind it in terms. His lang uage is 
open, direct, manly, but not ofensive, But the Senator from 
Virginia cannot agree to the proposal. Well, sir, and what 
does he do in his amendment? He avoids, to be snre, the word 
“rescind,” but he rescinds the order just as effectually as the 
Senator from Ohio: Tam quite sure that my triend fran Ohio. 
intended nothing offensive in the resolution offered by him. He 
thought that, without offence, the poor privilege might still be 
lefi to us of repealing our own acts, expressing our own. opi- 
dions, and even of repealing Executive acts, when we deemed 
that the good of the country requiresit. Jt appeared to him 
to be the mest direct and manly course,-if we meant to repeal 
the order, that we should say so. He added, it is true, another 
resolution; but I am willing, on behalf of my triend, that the 
first resolution should be abandoned altogether, and the last 
alone adopted. That will sufficiently accomplish our purpose 
and accommodate the measure to the delicate and nervous sen- 
sibility of any friend ofthe administration. That ig all concern- 
ing which I feel any solicitude, and with this I will be content. 
All we scek is, that an end shall he put to this invidious and 
disgraceful discrimination. ei 

But itis said that there will be great di Hiculty in adopting this 
course; and the Senator from Vj rginia has accordingly guarded 
hisamendment by the addition of a proviso, which goes to. make 
the amendment authorize the reception only ofsuch notes as the 
deposite banks shall be willing, under the direction and supervi- 
sion of the Secretary of the Treasury, to receive, and tocredit the 
United States as cash. Though I admit that the operation may 
he attended with great dificulty, yet I cannot think it insupera- 
ble. What was the ground on which the first Secretary of the 
‘Treasury received bank notes for the duties due to Govern 
ment? The ground was this: that the bank notes of specie pay- 
ing banks are equivalent to specie, being in fact the representa- 
lives of specie. Bank notes of such banks are nothing more 
than so much told or counted specie, and they are so received. 
This was the principle on which Mr. Hamilion procecded. It 
was a Convenient arrangement, and is attended with no risk so 
long as the bills are convertible at pleasure into that which they 
represent. The. Secretary could stop wherever he pleased. it 
saved much time; it was one of the greatest of time-saving ma- 
chines. It was like paying a sum of money by the check of an 
individual upon bis bank. That is not “paper money.” Your 
creditor or the Government collector calls upen you with a 
demand, and you draw your check for the amount; when pre- 
sented at bank itis instantly paid, or passed to your credit, 
Sach a check is equivalenti to the specie it will commmand, 
Such representatives of specie ought to be received in payment 
ofall Government dues; and there should be no discretionary 
power ofrefusing them, either by the collectors or the deposite 
banks. The result, then, to which I would come, is the adop- 
tion of this rule, viz: than when a bank note js presented to'a 
collector in payment of a debt to the Government, if, at the 
place whore such payment is made, it is at par, that is, equal 
to so much specie, the collector shall be obliged to receive it; 
if itis not, then he shall be at liberty to reject it. Ifthe note is 
not what it purports to be, the representative of the specie to 
the amount on the face of it, then there ought to be no obliga- 
tion to take it. The place of payment is what 1 would adopt 
as the test of all bank notes offered to us. If they are equal to 
specie there, they ought to be received. It may be said tha. 
the effect of such a rme will be to accumulate large sums o 
money at places where the Government does not need them 
and thus subject it the expense of transporting them te where 
they are required, But to test this objection, we have only to 
look back for a moment to the hard meney system, and inquire, 
what would be the state of things if specie alone should he res 
ccived? Would not that plan accumulate in the banks of the 
Western and Southwestern States vast amounts of gold and 
silver? And what is the Government to do with it? It is not 
needed there, and it would have to be transported at the ex: 
pense of Government to where it is needed. So that my plan 
requires the transportation of a packet of hills, where ‘that 
would require the transportation of a wagen load ofspecie. I 
think that the plan of making bank notes at par at the place of 
payment the test of the receivability of paper will save time, 
and-have quite as good effect as the requisition of gold and 
silver. 

T object tothe amendment of the Senator from Virginia 
chiefiy on account of its last. clause. As to that part of it 
which requies the suppression of small notes, (though I believe 
that, in practice, it will prove perfectly rugatory, that jt will 
effect just nothing) Iam quite willing to indulge him with the 
experiment. Nothing, I am persuaded, will come out of it; 
but try it. But the last clause of his amendment says that no 
notes shall be received which the deposite þaks are not willing 
to receive and credit to the United States. He adds, to be 
sure, that this shall be under the supervision and control of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. Such a provision leaves the whole 
untry in total uncertainty, No body can know to-day what 
to be the rule to-morrow. And as to the added clause, it 
, in practice, make no difference; withont it the whole mat. 


wi 
ter would have depended on the mere pleosure of the deposite 


banks; and with it, should the Secretary occasionally revise 
the proceecings of those hanks, he will still be governed by the 
wishes of the deposite banks. I object to the entrusting o 
such a power elther with the Secretary or with the déposite 
banks. Tt places that which shouid be fixed and regulated by 
a kvown Jaw, at the mere mercy and good pleasure of the 
banks or the Secretary. But if he will insert in his ameng- 
menta clause making the place ef payment the test of the 
hotes, we shall then have some rule w aid can understand. 
All parties concerned will know whether the notes offered are 
at par at the place where payment is made. But, otherwise, 
no one can Know but the Secretary or the bank, may put down 


to-morrow the notes which, under their auspices, he has res ` 


ceived to-day. 

i fear, Mr. Pre: it, T have forfeited the good opinion I en- 
deavored to conciliate when I began; bet T have now done... ATI 
we desire is that something efficacions shall he done; that the 
en shall not he suffered-to without the Treasury order 
being rescinded, cither expressly or by implication; end I will 
now conclude by expressing my bope that, in every portion of 
the Senate, there wiit be found a disposition to extend equal 
and impartial justice to all parts of the country, witheut any 
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degrading discriminations between one part and 
clasa of ciuzens and another. 

Mr. RUGGLES rose only to correct an error into which the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky had fallen, no doubt inad- 
vertently. He had mentioned the circumstance of Maine’s 
having imposed restrictions upon the circulation of small notes 
and remarked that, if he had sot been misinformed, she imme. 
diately after sent to Massachusetts to obtain a supply of small 
notes to put in circulation in room of those prohibited. He 
begged leave to assure the Senator that be had been greatly 
misinformed. He had been led into a great mistake in this 
matter. Maine had, it is true, passed a law prohibiting the cir- 
culation of small bills, bat it is not true that she had soushia 
supply of them afterwards from Massachusetts or elsewhere. 
The political friends of the Senator from Kentue y in Maine 
very warmly opposed the measure in the Leg e and it 
may be that they carried their opposition beyond the passage of 
the law, and sent to their frie achusetts for a supply 
of those small bills to which they wereso much attached, But, 
he repeated that it was a mistake that such a course could be 

j ustly chargeable to the Government of the State. 

Mr. CLAY explained. He did not mean to be understood as 
charging the Government of Maine, nor any political party 
there, with having sent out of the State for small notes, It 
might have been the act of indivicuuals. Me only mentioned 
the circumstance as showing that the law could not be execut: 
ed, &c. 

Hr RUGGLES replied that he had no objection to make to 
the remark, ìf the Senator would confine it to his own political 
friends. But he did object to the imputation of such inconsis- 
tency upon the Government of the State, or upon the friends of 
the administration, who participated im the action of the Go- 
vernment on that subject. 


PUBLIC LANDS. 


SPEECH OF MR. EWING, 
Or Ouro. 


[As reported in the National Intelligencer. ] 

In Senate, January 23, 1837,—The bill prehibiting the sales 
of the public Jands, except to actual settlers, and in limited 
quantities, boing under consideration— 

Mr. SWING addressed the Senate as follows: 

Mr, PrREsIpENT: As it is my purpose io examine this sub- 
jeet with some care and exactness, and, as far as in my power, 
show it tothe Senate in its true colors and proportions, I find it 
necessary, in the outset, to spend a few moments in clearing it 
of some of the rubbish with which itis overlaid and surrounded. 

The bill now under considerztion is the suCCessor, not exactly 
legitimate, of one introduced by my colleague at the commenca- 
ment of the session, for limiting the sales of the public land to 
actual settlers. That plain, unpretending proposition was what 
it professed to he, and nothing else; the title declared the object 
of the bill, and though E thought the measure ix pr: ticable, I 
could not but feel the justness of the motion, and the straight.for- 
ward means proposed to effect the object. That bill was refer- 
red to the Committee on Public Lands, and we have here, re- 
ported back, in its name and in its place, what is now before us: 
and the title is all that is left, either of the Zeller or spirit of the 
original bill, But, eves this small relic of what the bill once 
was, if] divine aright, is destined to be obliterated and destroyed. 
The tive isnotdesrriptive of the contents of the bili, nor is it 
sufficiently magniloquent. 
that it will he in order, w 


another, or one 


po- 


wn, what name it really 
ons, NOL AS iite. 

with 
-citizens called “speculate 
men who purchase put iand either foi t sale, or 
thatit may lie by, asan ià ment of money, to raise in value, 
and become a resource in after life, or an outfit for their chil- 
dren, And Ti ervel, a remarka- 
ble, that those w ł deculacars’’ the most 
loudly and the m rand elsswh are 
those who ti > are themselves the 
moat deepiy iWhich the conte 
This i j 


erits, for Jantend to discuss i/s pre 
This debas has been freely interla 
tiona raiasta class of our 
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y check ard put 
"n history worthy to 


he remembe 

When Lort was convicted before Parlia 
ment for receiv esents from suitors, which borea very 
strong resomblince to bribes, and was removed from office, 
he was the foremost in propasing and concocting measures 
which should thereatter effectually keep off such temptation 
and sin in future, and most certainly protect the purity of the 
bench It reminds me, also, of a lave occasion on whieh the 
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Rives,) near me was so deeply 
Impressed with the ari y of the Senate—himsell cer- 
tiinly not the least aristocratic of ifs members—that he felt 
constrained to turn “States evidence,” or, perhaps rather, 
“people's evidence,” against the whole body, himself, of course, 


ine} us: though E believe Ae did not suggest any remedy ter 
the enormity which he exposed. Now, th 


it as honor and it is unquestionably sincere. T take no 
exceptions © but merely notice ii among the passing inci- 
dents of the times. 

Now, sir, Iwill say a few words as to 
duals who are so much the theme of disct on and of attack: 
and, that my epiuien may | ihe more weight, I can 
the Senate thar I am ieitheran a nor a specu 
pubic asd Ido pet know that F have been accu 
the one or other, but { bave heard gentlemen on the ether 
side of the House talk loug dy af speculators, apd 
those who favor speen! „at the same time, they 
made strong gestures towar beaches here. As itr 7 
red to no one tn particular, L could only appropriate to myself 
my just distributive share of the reproach which, leasened by 
division, world he but small Yet that modicum, insignifi- 
cant as it may be, I prepared to dispose of. I therefore 
Say, qnes for afl, that I am wholly free from the oftence of 

aving ever purchased public land sr any thing else from the 
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General Geveroment. And {haye ro sympathy, save that of 
general good will to all mankind, with any who I know have xo 
purchased. never entered an acre of public land in my tife; 
and do not know that I ever shall; nor do 1 know tbat any 
friend, or even acquaintarce of mine, is engaged in these pur- 
chases. My neighbors, itis trae, in whose welfare I take great 
interest, do sometimes raise a httle spare money and go tothe 
West, and purchase a quarter or a half section of land, to 
settle ason who is about to arrive at the years of manhood, 
for which they pay the cash into the Treasury of the United 
States; and, until gentlemen satisfy me more fully than- they 
have yet done, of the impropriety of the thing, I shall esteem 
them none the less for it; nor shall the less assiduously ad- 

vocate (heir interests and their rights, i 
But, in declaring my utter exemption from all participation 
direct or indirect, in that kindof mvestment which is here con. 
demned in such unmeasured terms, Ido net at all admit the 
truth orjustice of the judgment which condernus it. It is a use 
of money that is supposed to be unpopular, and it is no new 
artifice io exclaim against it, asif it were a crime, until, by 
force of voice and repetition, it may come to be esteemed so; 
and what is mere to the Purpose, those who are mosi deeply en, 
gaged in it, by being lond and vociferous in its condemnation, 
throw off all suspicion from themselves, and stand the pure 
advocates of the people’s rights, and the very antagonist prin- 
ciple of all speculation am monopoly. Buty str, I see no objec- 
tion to this mode ofsnvesting money when you have it to spare, 
and can make no better use of it. “Uf it he fairiv done, itis a 
fair, and just, and honest mode of acquiri g property. The 
United States, by a public law, anda public proclamation, of. 
ipulaied price; an individual, who is 


fers its land for sale at. 
desirous of possessing the land, gocs and purchases, and pays 
hismeney. Now, why, I ask, does any ong bere apply to this 
act, orthe man who does it, opprobrious epithets? Why ac. 
cuse him? Why denounce him? Ifhe had bought fifty hogs- 
heads of sugar, or a hundred bales of cotton, he would he just 
as ériminal, and deserve just the same onprobrium and’ re- 
ature. Gen- 


proach from the members of eur National Le 
purchases and speculations ja which 


tlemen are mistaken; these 
they and their friends are so deeply engaged are not criminal, 
nor even improper in themselves. They are liable indeed, 
andespecially lialie, to be contaminated, by fraud or force, or 
combinations among purchasers, and collision with public 
officers; but from these they and all honorable men. az a mat- 
ter of course, are free. They, therefore, pronounce a harsh 
and unjust judgment on their own acts, and I am prepared to 
defend them againat themselves before the Senate and the nation. 

(Mr. WALKER here rose to explain. If the gentleman’s al. 
Jusion wasto any thing he had said, so far from criminating 

urchasere of this description, he had, in the report accompany: 
ing this bill, expressed many of the same sentiments just utter- 
ed by the Senator from Ohio. He had denouneed, and ever 
should denounee, in the sironges: terms, those speculators who 
attended public sales after having token down the numbers of 
lots improved by actual settlers, and bid them off over their 
head, thus depriving them of their homes and the fruit of all 
their toil.] 

Mr. Ewin I referred to the Senator from Mis: 
has just taken his seat, ant also to others wh», in both 
branches of Congress, habitually use the same course of re- 
mark. But I accept the explanation with pleasure, and regret 
thatabsence from the Senate prevented my hearing the Sena- 
tor’s principal speech on this subject, and that a pressure 
of business since my return has not allowed me time 
to read his report accompanying this bill. My remarks, so far 
as the Senator from Mississippi is concerned, applied to several 
short speeches of his on incidental questions touching the bill, 
which have arisen within a few days past. But T cannot con. 
cur with him in the dis j h he draws between those 
who purchase occupied and unoccupied lands of the United 
States. When all are ofièredin open m tfaicly for sale 
whenaliwho ¢ 310 bid are invited by law to become bidd 
Teannot recognise the right of any individual to press forward 
upon a cheice piece of the public land before the sale ag 
Jaw. Nor canfadmit that by so doing, he makes the Jaw 
purchaser amenable to censure. any where. for purchasing ac- 
cording to law. "fhe praposition is monstrous in ttselfi and it 
must be a diseased state of public morals 
moment either reasonable or just. 
is the law—those who purchase ace 
spicit, and who neither break throu 
no matter how mi 
ter who may ha 
i bald them in tr 
tion goes, inne 
chased the sqnaite i aine ofh 
provements, an lofien permiced to remain and enjoy them. 

The sales of landin } quantities to large capitalisis, as a 
matter of publie potic iable to some objections, though it 
produces good as well as evil consequences, The evil is suff- 
ciently obsious; and being a very happy subject for papular 
declamation, it has been reiterated, [know not how often, already 
in this debate. That which occursto me as substantial, and 
which we can ohviate by legislation, without producing other 
and worse mischief, are the entries by an individual orcempany 
of mary small tracts, as of forty or eighty acres, in commanding 
points, all over the country, or what is called dotting, thereby 
compelling purchasers of the neizhboring tracts te pay enar- 
mous prices fer such choice spots; but it will be seen that this 
bill, so far from remedying that evil, makes it infinitely wors 
No man can now enter more than two forty-acre tracts, and one 
ofthose subject to certain conditions—proximity to his farr 
but ifthis bill becomes a law in iis present shape, he may enter 
no less than THIRTY-TWO of those small tracts, and he may xe- 
leet them any where on the pa ds between the northern 
extremity of Wisconsin and the ern cane of Yorida. The 
entries of ‘ with a view to enhance 
thelr value by g mprovements, such as rail- 
roads, canals, h: have produced, and are prodi- 
cing, the most important advantages to thed s ofcouniry, 
in which they are situated. Look at the 20 rn shores of 
Lake E aake Michigan, and see the 
towns and heir bi orders, ane 
fostering ¢ 
ane 
ofa thousand individuals, whe sbould have purch 
quarter section of land in the neighborhood, conki nat h: 
duced euch mighty results in half a century 
brought about in a few years by the inve: 
eaplial, it has facilitated n t y 
lines af steamboats bef ween the cities on the ca 
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lake, and those remote westera points which a few years ago 
were a wilderness. It has opened harbors, drained swamps, 
built wharves, and erected warehouses, transferring the business 
and bustle and comfort and intelligence of aa old and cultivated 
community into the very heart of our remoute western forests. 
Fortune, perhaps, are made, or augmented by it, bur it is well. 
The value of land is enhanced greally all around these selected 
spots, but this also is well; it is a just reward of enterprise and 
public spirit, and it injures no one, for the broad prairies ef the 
interior are still open to the grazier, and the plains and wood- 
lands to the farmer at the Government price, and a nearer and 
more extensive market is open to him in the new and flourish- 
ing cides which arise on these choiee-selected spots. Tam not, 
therefore, prepared te condemn, even as a matter of public 
policy, the countenance which our present laws give to this 
kind of investment by the capitalist. Much jess am I disposed 
to join in the denunciation of those who, under and pursuant to 
our laws, adopt this mode of investing their surplus capital. 
Gentlemen even here are perhaps too much in the habit of ad 
dressing themselves to the lowest passions of the lowest portion 
of society; and while they themselves are insatiate in their thivet 
for riches, speak of poverty as if it were a merit, a good thing in 
itself, and wealth, er even competency, ae if it were a crime. + 
for one unite in nothing of this feeling orcxpression. Ifa young 
nan shows himself industrious, enterprising, and intelligent, 
and bids fair to rise in the world by these qualities, I am not.‘ 
prepared, as a Statesman, to tell him that tbe moment he has 
risen he will have lost his claim to the affections of his country 
and the respect and regard ofits rulers, And in eur country, 
where industry, sobriety, and prudence will in almost all cages 
raise a man to competence, I do not think that mere poverty, 
too often the result of indolence and intemperance, is ef itself 
sufficient to entitle the individual to onr special affections and 
regard. In my «pinion, poverty and wealth are, or ought to be, 
out of the question. I esteem a man none the more and none 
the less for being poor or rich; and in legislation I know not 
how we can discriminate between American citizens according 
to their property; and I contend, and am prepared to defend the 
proposition, that the man whom industry, temperance, and in- 
tellect have enabled to acquire a competence, is as meritorious 
as one whom indolence, intemperance, and imprudence. have 
kept poor. i 

i therefore put ont ofthe question all thet has been said about 
and against capitalists and speculators. I join in the denuncis 
ation of no class of our felluw-citizena who pursue a business 
which the law authorizes; and I do not make, nor do I pretend 
to make, any cforts to put them down. But, on the other 
haad, I will not consent to pass any law which shall operate 
against the mass of the community—againest the small capital- 
ist, the farmer, the mechanic, the laborer, for the special bene- 
Sit of any class of speculators; however great their power, 
or democratic their professions; ang I pelieve it, that many 
of the Executive officers, some of the very highest, next to the 
President himsel§ are deeply concerned i these land epeculs. 
tions. Itis also said, and I believe it, that some in this char. 
ber, and in the other house, are also members of these large 
joint stock companies, which have purchased to an immense 
amount. I charge no one in particular, uor do 1 present it aga 
matter of charge; but I name it to caution gentlemen who are 
so engaged and so interested, that they do not perrait their pri- 
vate interest, unawares to themselves, to glide in and mingle 
with the performance of a public trust. How can those who 
are so engaged, and who have so purchased to the full extent 
of all theiravailable means, how can they now, as lawgivers, 
say to the rest of the community, you shail not purchase—the 
public sales shall be closed against you, and if you wish to buy, 
come tous; we have land to sellin abundance, and we will sell 
it to all who will pay for jt, without discrimination, and we sell 
t embarrassed hy no troublesome conditions, Gendemen, it is 
true, could not be operated upon by motives of this kind, but it 
were wel! io avoid the appearance of evil; and as this bill will, 
if ii become a law, have thy direct effect of driving purchasers 
from the Government to the speculator, and a te continua 
in force about long enough to enable thes companies to 
make sale of the twenty millions of acres they have 
now on hand, the public will attribute to them ‘Ais. as one of 
the motives which induced the passage of the act. They will 
be the more inclined to think so, as this act isnot, and they will 
see thatit is not, what it is pretended to be, Itis nota bill to 
confirm the sales of the public lands to actual settlers; and an 
amendment which would produce that effect, laid on the table 
by myself, (not offered, for I could not support any proposi- 
tion which would deny to my fellow-citizens the right of pur- 
chasing lands to settle their chiidres)—an amendment which 
would have produced that effect, met with the universal dis- 
approbation of the friends of this bill, ‘This bill, therefore, is 
not, aad the people will see that itis no‘, what it purports to 
be; and ite effect, which is the important matter, will be to 
raise ai once some fifty cr a hundred per cent. the price of the 
lands already inthe hands of the large speculators, of whom 
the Jawgivers, who are about to pass this bil, form a very re- 
spectable part, and whose friends in the Executive Departmen a 
forra another portion not less large and respectable, [f th g 
law pass, a member of one of those companies, whose profita 
would have been confined to one hundred thousand dollars, will 
pocket his two hundred thousand. For this it will be said he 
may very well break out in terms of patriotic indignation 
against speculators and capitalists, and he may overflow with 
sy mpathy for the poor man. But the churlish and il! natured will 
aver that the members of the Legislative and of the Executive 
Departments, who hold the key in their hands, have fed until 
they were full gorged with th dainties, and then locked the 
closet. that no one else might break in until they were ready 
themg2ives to return and renew the feast. 
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more than twenty miljons: which, taki y estimate of what 
is wanted for setUement as correct, (and evi one admits it is 
high eneugh.) it will leave in the hands of speculators from six- 
teen ta twenty millions of the purchases of those two years, 
ovate islow eno at twenty millions. This 
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hve becoihe. borrowers to a immense amount of the pubte 
honey from the depásitz banks; and the đeposite bill ofthe jast 
“ear cut off the sources oftheirsupply, and compels them: to 
Palt back into the fous-ain from which it was drawn a portion 
of their borrowed treasvre.. This state of things tends to make 
this business, pushed as. it has been to an unreasonable extent, 
+ aptecarious if nota lesing business, unless the Legislature come 
to the relief of these borrowers of ‘the public money. Gentle- 
Wen may.say whatathey please about these persons, if they 
will onlyaid them by a law such as this. If they will but-en- 
cumber the cotiditions of the sales of public land to honest and 
fair purchasers, so-that they cannot buy. of Government, but 
may be compelled to buy of the speculator, those who have 
gone farthest in proportion to their resources, and are com- 
pelled to'sell, will thank you for yeur hard names and good 
pins ‘And they have no reason to complain of unkindness; the 


the public exclaim with one voice against it, and it must go 
down. - But this bill, which better effects the same object, is to 
be first substituted in its stead. Isee, however, by indica- 
tions here, that we shall not touch the bill rescinding the Trea- 
sury circular in time for it to he taken up in the other House 
and passed into a law. It will not do to keep up that order to 
oppress the country, for the pcople will not endure itlong. It 
4s to be rescinded, but not by an act of Congress. We shali pass 
suchact through this branch near the close. of the session; it 
"will be lost in the other House for want of time; and thus it will 
be'xeserved until after the 4th of March, that its final recision 
may be a feather in the cap of the new administration, I infer 
this, from the fact that this bill, for which the people do not 
càil, is pressed in advance of the bill to rescind the Treasury or- 
der, And when I moved. the other day to take up that bill, I 
received a, most significant intimation from a gentleman whose 
word is law here, that I might spare my efforts, for they were 
uséléss; and it proved so—the party refused to take up the bill. 
: Havisg considered some matters which touch this bill col- 
‘Jatterally, and which, if it pass, will really have more influence 
on, iis passage than any intrinsic merit which it possesses, F 
will. now proceed te consider some of the provisions of the bill 
itself, and show how far forth it is likely to effect its professed 
objects. It proposes to limit the sales of the public lands to 
actual settlers, and that in small quantities. The requirements 
of the bill in that respect, are, Ist: no man may enter under one 
of the sections of this bill more than 1,280 acres of land, but in 
another part of the bill he is very generously allawed 640 acres 
more if he wantit, to eke out his farm; so he may purchase 
1,920 acres, and this is what is called “smal! quantities.” 
the settlement provision requires that the purchaser should 
veaide.on the land, or some part of it, one year, on—not and— 
- on: clear and ‘cultivate, one-tenth part of it within five years. 
Now the clearing, where one-tenth part of the tract is open 
‘prairie land, ig not a matter of much difficulty or hardship: 
it requires only the burning off the grass in November, and 
. that. work is done, ‘Then the cultivation; what is toat, and 
- how is, it defined? Is it the passing a harrow over the ground, 
and sowing tame grassseed on itt sit running a few furrows 
across a tract of one or two hundred acres, and planting corn 
rows upon it, with the hills a hunched yards apart? It is not to 
be. cultivated well, bnt merely cultivated, and the fact of culti- 
vation to be settled by those who make the affidavit before the 
register and receiver, in order to perfect the title. Those, then, 
ewho-live upon the spot, and who understand it, would have no 
thing to-do but to put up a log cabin, which would cost five or 
ten dollars, burn the grass off of 200 acres of prairie, and run a 
. plough er-harrow a few times across, and sow or plant a lit- 
tle grass seed or a few hills of corn, and the condition of 
thë law requiring “actual settlement” iscomplied with. The 
affidavit is made, and the patent obtained. This bill leaves the 
factof clearing and cultivation tothe sonnd discretion and eleay 
conscience of the aflidavit man who is to swear to it: and if 
there be any ether regulation or restriction, lam not advised of 
it, Wehave a Committee on Agriculture, itis rue, of which 
my. honorable ‘friend from Kentucky near me is a member, 
though not of high rank; last, I believe. (Mr. Clay: © Last, but 
not least.” A‘laugh.} This committee, however, has not yet 
feported what shall amount to cultivation, and I presume it 
is not the purpose of the chairman of the Committee on 
Public Lands to refer this bill to themy for their opinion, Now, 
my ‘constituents, who reside at a distance from the public 
Jands, and who do not understand this mode of becoming 
“actual settlers? and of “clearing and cultivating land,” 
would be unable to purchase of the Government at all, and 
would be driven to. buy second-hand of those who understood 
the matter better, or of the speculators, who have already on 
hand large quantities for sale. Gentlemen who advocate this 
bill see In it a remedy for many great political and moral 
evils; among others, it is to destroy or prevent that dread- 


ful scourge “a surplus, and distribution,” for which they. 


evince such a holy horror. This surplus was a very good 
thing sa long as it remained in the deposite banks, and was by 
them lent out to those who wished to purchase public land “in 
limited quantities” —such, for example, as half a million of 
acres toa single company; but when you come to distribute, or 
‘rather deposite in the State treasuries, then it carries with itall 
sorts of political iniquity and corruption; it is every thing that 
is monstrous;-a0 republican can bear it, and this bill is to put an 
end to the Mischief} and this money, which, if distributed, 
would cotrupt the whole.nation, can be safely trusted with the 
gentlemen and their constituents without any danger of corru pt- 
ingthem. Let us say they are the exclusive purchasers of the 
pobile lands, we will not take much of it, but we want it cheap, 
utsave us from competition! Do not permit the Ohio and 
Pennsylvania farmers, rough, rude fellows as they are, to come 
to. the sales with their litle wallets of cash, and bid against us 
—us, anti-monopolisis—or enter the land that. we want, while 
we are waiting to raise funds to secure it: withdraw all this 
provoking competition; pass this bil], and make it unlawful for 
any. man living in one of the old States to come to the new to 
purchase Government lands, and we willdet the tarifalone; we 
willadhere to the compromise and hold it sacred; and -we will 
- alyo.rave you from the inconvenience of a surplus and the pe- 
yis of: distribution. Some of these gentlemen reason with us 
mijdlyy others declaim with oratorical vehemence. Why, say 
they, should yeu coitect money from the people which you do 
not want, merely todistribute it among them again? and when 
we answer that it arises out-of the sale of the national domain, 
that we must receive or stop these sales, and when received, we 
mnst preserve it in such manner asto render the most service 
tothe whole country, they offer to relieve. us of all ths incon. 
venience by keeping the public land and the profits on it them- 
; selves, thus lightening the public hurdetis by possessing them- 
pelvea of the public property. You -have, say they, a great quan- 


éasury order did much for them, but that cannot endurelong; - 


States are in fact depopulating. 
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tity of excellent land, which is a very great trouble to you; we 
and cur constituents. wiil relieve you Of it at once; but do not 
let the people-of the old States have it, or any part or Jot in it; 
they. are speculators, end they will fill your Treasury with 
money, which-you know is a very troublesome thing. We, 
whoare not speculators, but who know how to make moncy 
by dealing in land, will take it without embarrassing you with 
any thing that will burden your Treasury. 

These lands which genvemen ask in behalf of themselves and 
their constituents the exclusive right of purchasing atthe mini- 
mum price of $1 25 per acre, are worth, by their own showing, 
from $5 to $40 per acre. There are yet undisposed of, about 
one thousand millions of acres—not all of such great valuc, but 
worth, nevertheless, more than one thousand millions of dollars. 
Pass this bill, and fellow.it up, as you are certain to do if you 
once make the commencement, and there wil} be fortunes maje 
under it, such as ao crowned head in Europe can beast; Cresus 
were a beggar compared with the industrious and unscrupu- 
lous speculator under this bill. Gentlemen before whose eyss 
these golden. visions flit, haie cvery thing they ought to hate, to 
induce other gentlemen to support their favorite measure: they 
hate the tariff, but they will endure it; they do not like the com- 
promise, but they wiljadhere to it, ifthis bill can be passed lo 
ease the Treasury of its cash, and relieve the people of their 
burdens. The public lands—an unconstitutional surrender of 
the public lands—is the only thing that can reconcile or pacify 
them. i 

Pacific as I am inclined to be, and much as gentlemen have 
operated on the easiness of my disposition, and greatly as they 
have alarmed my fears, Lam noi yet disposed to make them this 
large peace-offering, until lam assured that we have the con 
stitutional power to do it; want to ste our ciuthority, and I 
would we can doit and be Just. This 

i d rardianship of Con- 
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racy, according to their proportiens of representative popula- 
tion. Andit ought to be so, for it was bought with the com- 
mon hisod and common treasure of the people of all the States, 
old as weli as new; forl acknowledge no pre-eminence in favor 
of the old States. Our common ancestors fought on their soil 
for our freedom, and they (the small remnant of them) and 
their descendants (now a mighty people) are spread over our 
whole vast territory; at wheresoever they are, they inherit 
the glory as well as the rights of their fathers. 

These public Jands, then, are to be disposed of bona fide for 
the common henefit of all the States. Vhe fmd, of which we 
are thus made the trustee, is inmense—werth not less than one 
thousand roitiions of dollars: this is now admitted; though a 
few yemis ogo, when the estimate of its value was made by my 
friend from Kenticky, (Mr. Clay.) it was scouted by gentemen 
who (hen wanted to get the land, not becanse it was overflow- 
ing our ‘Treasury with money, but because this land was not 
worth surveying and seiling. Gentlemen, it is true, do not 
now ask it as a gift, but they admit the choice tracts to be 
worth from $15 te $40 per acre. And they ask us to withdraw 
from them ail competition at public and at private sales—to 
give pre-emptions to those who shall intrude on the land—and 
thus secure itto them at $1 25 per acre. They only ask us to 
give them from about $14 to $29 an acre on all the choice land 
of the United States that reigains to be sold. These demanda, 
it must be admitted, are moderate, especially when addressed 
toa trustee who isbound to administer the fund bonu fide for 
the equal benefit of all who have an interest in it. The privi- 
Jege, therefore, which these gentlemen ask for their constitu- 
oy those who shai! become so, is a donation, and a very 
ge one. Tis against common right, and it promotes no me- 
ritoyious object whatever. Suppose it to induce emigrat 
peater extent.than is now soing 
he interest of the United $ 


near the seacoast, to abandon their farins and their homes, and 
migrate to the West? 

The last census shows that the older portions of the old 
From the year 1820 to 1830, 
lost abont 100,000 of its popu- 
lation. TI se, though in a less degree, with 
several ex icts in others of the old States. Now, I 
make no objection to this: but I do not think ita desirable state 
efthings. Itis enough for us, in the West, if we receive the 
natural increase of the population of the old States, and it is 
en-ugh for them if their increased pepuiation finds aa easy ac- 
cess fo onr fresh lands, and a cheap home when they come 
among us. It is net wise, nor is it necessary, to give new 
bounties for emigration; nor have we a right to do it. Suppose 
the bounty to emigrants proposed in this bill were to be paid in 
money out of the Treasury, and the tands were sold in fair 
and open market to raise the money, would any gentleman from 
the old States, having the least regard for the vights and inte- 
rests of his own constituents, consent to it, or even entertain the 
peposition for a moment? I think not. And where is the 
difference? His the same thing in substance and effect: the 
mode of bringing it abeut gives it a different aspect. 

Having considered the general objects of the bill, bath as 
expressed, and as professed by its advocates, I will now ex- 
amine some of its provisions, and endeavor to show how those 
objects are to be carried i effect. The bill is entitled and 
professes ta be “A bill to limit the sales of the public lands to 
actual settlers; but I have said it is in fact no such thing. T 
call the attention of the Senate to its provisions. Who may 
enter Jand under i? Any one—man or woman, husband or 
wife, or both, without any evidence of :residence. or of any 
declaration of intent to reside upon it. All they have to do is 
to SWEAR that they ener it for their own use. and not for the 
purpose of eprcutattion. Here is the initiation of the title. 
And how much land may be entered by making this oath, and 
under this particular section of the bill? The husband may 
enter 1,240 acres, the wife 1.240, tke son and daughter, over 
eighteen years of age, 1,240 acres each—making in all, for an 
family offour persons, 4,960 acres, and this may be all 
entered in tracts of 40 acres each, making 128 tracts that a sin- 
gle family, such as I have described, may enter, on this “actual 
settlement” principle, and these 128 tracts may be dotted over 
allthe public lands in the “United States, occupying all the 
most commanding positions in the country. They may take 
your woodland ju a prairie region, your springs and’ brooks in 
a country where water is scarce, and your coal banks and 
qu ries where fiiel-and stone are valuable. Having thus 
sworn and made-the entry, and obtained the ‘certificate the 


Virginia, east of the Brue Ric 


Next step to procure a title is to reside. on. some part of the land 
one year within the first five; it must not be a continuous resi- 
dence, but one year in all: or, erect a dwelling-house, clear 
and cultivate, within the five years, one-tenth part of the whole: 
that is to say; select in the entry somewhere one-tenth part of 
your purchases in a dry prairie, which will burn over in 
October or November. This burning is a compliance with the 
first requisition, that to “clear? Lhe next is “to cultivate;”? 
and that can be done, as I bave already shown, in a most com- 
pendious manner. A few bushels of grass seed, and- one man, 
two horses and a harrow, for a month or two, are rufficient.to 
make the “cuLTivation;” for it has only to be sworn to 
generally as “cultivation’’—the mode and manner of it being in 
no wise designated. 

The next step to be taken to procure a title is to “swear” 
again, or to produce the affidavits of those who will swear— 
swear to residence, orswear to the erection of a dwelling-house, 
and swear to the clearing and cultivation of the one-tenth part 
in five years. “Our army swore terribly in Flanders,” said 
Corporal Trim. t 

But the person making an entry of the public lands must 
swear thathe enters it, not in trust for any other person, but 
for himself or herself only. This provision preveuts the father 
from entering in behalf ofhis child, the guardian for his ward, 
or the trustee of a will in behalf of the widow or orphan devi- 
sees; it prevents, also, an entry in execution of a charity. All 
open, henest trusts, those that deserve the countenance of man- 
kind and the favor of Government, are excluded by this bill, 
while every species of fraudulent and secret trust will come in 
and evade its provisions. A person, before he is allowed to 
make the entry, mustswear that he enters for himself, and not 
in trust for another. Now, suppose the affidavit to be wholly 
false, how is it ever tobe proved that it is sot Itis swearing 
to intent merely, and the intent at the time the oath is taken; 
and if some other person, who furnished the money to make 
ihe entry, go on m one month after, and clear an‘ cultivate the 
one-tenth part of it, and the patent issue at the end of one year, 


and tue land is transferred accordingiy, the capitalist has got . 


the land, and he may go through the same process with hun- 
dreds, as far as his friends will go; and where is your evidence 
to convict of perjury or subornation of perjury? You clearly 
have none—the proof must ceme home to the time of mak- 
ing the affidavit, and doing of anact inconsistent with it after- 
wards would convict the party of a change of purpose, but 
not of perjury. And all who know the facility with which 
these ex parte affidavits are made, where much money is to 
be got by them, will agree with me that the fear of the law 
is the only restraint upon perjury in cases hke this—con- 
science is nothing, public opinion is nothing, for all society 
is pl ed under Tike temptation, and public morals would, by 
reason of-that temptation, become generally vitiated. The 
man who would bold outagainst such a state of things would 
be considered an enemy t0 his country and the mterests of it, 
and he contd reclaim his character in no way but by joining in 
the general plunder. If there should be a case of prosecution, 
and strong proof of perjury, there could seldom be a convic- 
tion, for the fountains of justice are poisoned when the public 
morals are thus vitiated; and thero would be great anger 
that the registers and receivers in the several land offices 
would join in the fraud andshare the spoils. We should he- 
sitaté long before we place before any portionof our commu- 
nity such a temptation to vice—such a vast amount of plunder 
to be ebiained by fraud and crime. There isa clauseseveral 
times repeated in the bill, and of course intended to be effica- 
cious, which provides, in substance, that no legal incumbrance 
whatever, and no sale, or lease, or contract as to such land, shall 
be, in any wise, binding,if made before a patent issues, but all 
such shall be absolutely null and void. Now, whatever might 


be the effect of this provision in the Territeries, where we have - 


a right to interfere as a “local Legislature, I hold that it is 
wholly nugatory in the States. Ifan individual have title éither 
complete or inchoate, that title is property, and, as such, is at 
once amenable to the focal law, and must be governed and con- 
trolled by its principles. A judgment would bind the interest 
when the local law should declare judgments binding on im-. 
perfect tiles. A contract would attach to it, and equity would 
enforce its obligations. A conveyance with covenants made 
prior to the issuing of the patent would draw to it the perfect 
title after the patent had iesued, upon the principle either of 
estoppel, enurement, or relation, Gentlemen cannot, if they 
would, destroy the applivaticn of these principles to effect, or 
serve to effect, this or any othersuch object; and it is well that 


they cannot. They may provide that no palent shall issue to an ` 
h 


assignee, for, as venders of property, we have a right to 
made what condition we please with the purchaser. But when 
the land lies in the States, and we sellit, we are vendors only, 
and we ca»not accompany our sale with illegal incumbrances, 
or immunities inconsistent with the general -principles of law. 

I would next call the attention of the Senate te the fourth 
section of the bill, which grants pre-emptions to actual settlers 
on the public lands; that is, it permits any one who shall have 
gone in advance of the surveys and sales, or even of the pur- 
chase from_ the Indians, and intruded upon choice parts of the 
public land, to prove that theyhave done so, and then enter 
the land, no matter how great may be its value, at the mini- 
mum price of one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. I 
object to the principle of this. section, and if the principle be 
adopted I object to the language and the details—as open to the 
practice of the most stupendous frauds. 

Wehave upon ourstatute book, yet unrepealed, an early law- 
punishing intruders upon the public Jande. That law directs 
that the marshal of the district shal] remove those who intrude 
against Jaw on the public land, and that a fine shall beas- 
sessed upon them, on conviction in the district courts of the 
United States. Nor has this law become obsolete. It was re- 
cosnised and its provisions extended in 1833, and it is now in 
full force, and as familiarly known as any other of the laws. 
of the land. T object, therefore, ia principle to giving an im- 
portan: privilege—a great pecuniary advantage, to a class of 
individuals, merely because they have violated the laws, That 
statute, if it be unwise or unjust, should be repealed before any 
rights are permitted to accrue by intrusion on or over pertions 
of the public lands. 

But, sir, that law isa necessary and proper law—it ought to 
remain, and its provisions ought to be regarded and enforced. 
Tt was enacted to prevent the intrusions of the whites upon the 
Indian lands, and to avoid the fraud, imposition, and: oppres- 
sion which is the consequence of such intrusion; and further, 
to prevent a pessession in advance of the sales, which would 
jinewmhber the. lands, and operate to the injury of the purchaser. 
We have recently seen enough, in our own times, tosatisly ug 
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af our pr HS. “hence 
arose your Black Hawk war in the Northwest, which cost 
some lives and several milions of money, but from the haste 
of a horde of greedy speculators to pos themselves of the 
fine lands belonging to the Sac and Fox Indians at the Prairie 
du Chien? Whence your threatened Creek war? Whence 
your actual war in Florida, ġow raging, and which has cost 
already so many valuable lives, and which has coat and will 
cost more than twenty millions of treasure before it is auelled 
except from the ava and pride, and oppression of these 
intruders upon the pubiic land and the Indien property. If 
the laws of the United States had been enforced, if this breach 
had been punished insiead of being rewarded, we shouli have 
escaped all this, with its attendant train of misery to individu- 
als, and mordificauon to a people. É 

Bat if no evils arose from this contemplated law except those 
which fall on the individuals themselves who seek to take ad- 
vantage of it, it would be enough to decide us atonce agamstits 
policy. Those who framed it must have been aware of its ten- 


ency, andaware also that that tendency wou! 
the bill had, in for jela iti 
and which 


2, the provisions which it is 
if it pass, it must have, in efect. 
y the bill limited to chose w 


j but the 
Yor this me: 


to give the right to 
even now urged on the ground that we have held out 
agement to scitiers by fo mption | that, under the 
provisions of those laws, past setders had been protected, and 
that those who e: edon the public lands too late to claim pro- 
tection under those Jaws, had aright to expect that the same 
favor would be extended to them which was aded to their 
predecessors. This is the argument; and will it he less strong 
when urged next winter, in behalf of those who shall have occu: 
pled and cultivated the public land during the summer of 1837, 
than it is now in favor of those who occupied during the pest 
year? {can see no distinction. And if we pass this law now. 
we must pass another then, and sooninall future time. F 
would rather, therefore, p ttoucea pre-emption law, lo ope- 
rate in all future time, and fairly, by Jaw. hold out this reward 
to settlers on the public land, than to continue in foree, as we 
do, the law against such setilement, with the assurance in ad. 
vance that all those who break it shall hereafter receive the 


re occupants. 


t 
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possession of favorite and valuable tracis 
a race, who shall get on first to take possession. Then a con- 
flict to keep it. The first who gets on, if the tract be very 
valuable, is likely to be driven off by a stronger hand, with the 
loss, perhaps, of limb, and sometimes of Hie. Another yet 
stronger detachment drives off the second “actual settler,” and 
they in turn have to defend their possessions against a fourth; 
and al apply in their order to tke register and receiver, and 
make the necessary affidavits to obtain their tides. Cases of 
this kind are constantly occurring, even now. A friend of 
mine, in the other house, who recently travelled through 
Wisconsin and part of {ilin informed me that when at 
Mineral Point he heard a conflict for the pos on of a lead 
mine spoken of, not as an ettraordinary, butasa recent in- 
cident, Two parties who contended for the mine, drove each 
other away, ani alternately took possession four or five times, 
with the loss of several lives. One of the party who suc- 
ceeded in keeping possession, and who had killed a young man 
in one of their eng: s Was quietly amusiog himself ina 
store or tavern a i man ad- 
dressed him, and Ishe at 


First, it wili be 


murder, as the law tak 
so unimportant, 

Tam told tha 
Northwest, you wi u 


traveling a the fine 
e “eck 


rming. Jfitis 


3 and im- 
a, tbey merely 
e of woodland that 
is to be hel y improvement they wil fell wees a!l around 
it, so thatthe top otf one We! lapon to the stump ef another; 
then the woodland is enclosed, and the party is entitled to 
it, asan actual settler. And perhaps it isthe only spot of woe 
within many miles in the midst of a broad prairie, and - 
fore of immense value. Ifthe woody island be very lar 
becomes the subject ofa ki int-stack company, or associa- 
i bo all unite to ‘Yneprore it,’ and to in 
the possession of it. T find the following advertisement in a 
Chicago paper: 


run a furrow ro 


SETTLERS, ATTENTION, 

Notece js hereby given, at the semi-annual meeting of he 
Big Woods Claim Association will mectat the house ot Thomas 
Paxten, on the east side of the Big Woods, on Saturday, the 
4th day of Febru next, at ten o’ clock A. M. when a general 
attendance is requested. 

January 3d. 

The particular character and purpose of these asso¢iz 
Twill show by and by more fully. There is a false face con- 
stantly put upon this subject, not intentionally, bat from a 
Mistaken notion of tie thing, by gentlemen who urge, with so 
much zeal and p verance, the claims of the squatters to the 
lands on Which they intrude. Genulemen represent the squat- 
ters generally as poor men, seeking a freehold anda home, 
willing to pay for the land on which they settle, but unable to 
de so, Lecause the lands are notin market, and cannot be pur- 
chased. Bat how isthe fact! You have more than one hen 
dred millions of acres of land, a pordon of it excelent 
land, constantly in market, and open to entry at &1 25 per 
acre; Lut there is not much speculation in purchasing this, aud 
thersfore these “poor men’? that gentlemen speak of, seeki 
home, pass it by, and go habitually io the Jauds that a 
market; andthey will coutinue to do s0, let you push your sur- 
veys and sales to whatever point you may. 5 : 

Then the improvements by which, under this bill, the squat 
ters are permitied to gain a vight tothe land. We had that sub- 
ject under consider :tion jast year, and the proofwas ample (bat, 
ina vast number of cases, Pshould think a majority of cases the 
mprovement was merely colerad/e, for the purpose of enabling 
the individual to get the fand, bat having nothing acetal or sub- 
slantial about it; aad this bill requires na substantial cgenpa- 
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t ] ve hima tile to his 
pve-enaprt ctually eccupied and cultivated ihe 
tract for six the Ist of December, 1836.” “At. 
ally occupied and cullivated*” How occupied? Not by re- 
sid.ng onit; for thatis not necssary to make an occupation in 
law, much less in the opinion of the tea witnesses who are to 

ne occupation. He may go on the ground, 


make affidavit to 
mark the irees ifthere be any, and burn a brush-heap, and can- 
tinue to go upon it once a month for the six months, claiming 
ti occupy, and he wil} make out his occupancy. He must also 

cultivat This, Tam told, is done by buildinga litile pen of 
rails, and rowing oats or turnips or radishes upon ten or twelve 
sqnare feet of ground; and thus the “a setiler” “occupies 
and cultivates,” and becomes the meritorious recipient of your 
large bounty. My colleague informs me that he travelled 
through a part of these public lands not long since, last sum- 
mer, I believe, and he saw great numbers of these litle pens, 
with something growing in them. Idd not think ts ask him 
whether they were square or olangular, built with three rails 

gular, built with three rails. 


or four. 
i J 
ed so, for the economy 


(Mir. Morris. They were tri 
al settler’? coukl thus save 


Mr. wine. Lshould have gi 
labor is important, and the “az 
one rail for the whole height of his pen—no small mauer. But 
aiter proving this occupancy ang cultivation, these actual set- 
il their claim at an advance of some two or three hun- 
ars, to large capitalists, who have their agents always 
athand, ready to pur and they gougain b d the survey, 
and “actually cultivate” ano her pen full of samething that 
will grow in a shade, aud sell again. Thus sqnatting 
becomes a regular profession. A gentleman lately from Chi- 
cago informs me that he knew a great number of the pre-elnp- 
tion claimants abont that place some years ago, who got their 
claims allowed and shortly after disappeared, he knew not 
where; but last sniamer as he was going across the country to 
the Prairie du Chien, he found and recognised them as old ac- 
qainiances. They were onthe fine lande upon Reck river, 
Waiting to take advantage of the next pre-emption law. I do 
hot say that this is the habit of all whe squat upon the public 
land for the purpose of obtaining a pre-emption; E am aware 
that itis not; but it isthe business of many, and most of the 
pre-emptions fal] into and pass through the hands of those who 
are employed for the purpose by the large capitalist, ar who go 
in advance of him, and cater for him. ` : 

The pre-emption laws (for we have tried them for a few years 
past) have already produced a most fruitful crop of freud and 
perjury. From paperssent cach year to the Committee on Pub 
lic Lands, it appeats that m many case even the pretence of 
possescigd or cultivation was not resorted to in order to get a 
pre-emption ora float, which could be laid on the finest land in 
the United States—the choicest and most commanding spots, 
and tekethem at €1 peracre. There was actually set up 
somewhere in Louisiana a manufactory of affiday n which 
the whole proof with ihe justice’s certificate, and every thing 
else nece for the commencement of the title, were forged, 
leaving a blank for thename of the ceceupant and the tract of 
land. There is now pending a case ofa French settler by the 
name of Baubien, who, about the year 1804, got permission fo put 
up his hut under the guns of the United States fort at Chicago. 
When the pre-emption was passed, as the United States had not 
sold this fort, he claimed itasa pre-emption. He was several 
times refused, but at last his claim was admitted by the register 
and receiver, and he got bis certificate; his application for a 
patent is now pe g. I understand that the land he claims 
on this state of his case is worth more than a million ofdoliars, 
That in order to obtain an infiuence, and a power by which 
it shouid be secured, he has disposed of parts of iton very 
cheap terms, to men of high political standing, wherever he 
could find them. A valuable part of it, Tam told, is now owned 

eint asa, end God knows to what peint this 
t last extend, far enough, I pre- 
eure the emanation ofa pater It is a subject 
y the inguity of a committee of Co SS. 
e pre-emption Jaws have not only produced violence 
ed among th who streve as ri for a choice 
aud and perjury and cor- 
your citizens to despise your 
tue operation, and form s 
and extensive combinations to opposethem. It is well known 
by those who have attended the sales of public lands in the 
ihwest, that violence and intimidation are used at those 
gales. and in the presence of the off of the United States, 10 
put down competit Men who are occupants, or pretend ta 
be so, or who buy the privilege of coming in as an ocespant, 
and] am told thatany one may buy that privilege of the associe- 
tion fer five or ten dollars, gather together ina group by the 
stand atthe place of sale, and when a tract which they have se- 
lecie! is proclai some one who has a good strong voice 
cries out “p7 yp and then wo to the man who ven- 
tures ta bid for it. It is, as a matter of course, struck off at 
1 25 per acre. Associations are now forming over the whole 
northwestern country, the object of whichanpears to be, either 
to bind the laws to the purpose of the combination, or to put 
down law by numbers and organization, ifnot by force. Lhold 
in my hand the constitution of one of these societies, which 
was forwarded me by a prominent member, accompanied by a 
letter, in which he seems toclaim my approbation of its sbject. 
I hope it may be read. 
(The Secretary here read the paper alluded to, whichis too 
ong for insertion entire: but the following are two of the prin 
cipal articies: 

*Anr. Lith, Resolved, That. before the land is offered for sale, 
each district shall select. a bidder to stand and bid ofall claims 
in the claimant’s name, and that, if necessary, each settler will 
constantly attend the sale, prepared to aid each other to the 
fallextent of our ability in obtaining every claimants land 
at Government price.” 

ART. (8th. Resolred, That we will each use ovr endeavors 
to advance the rapid settlement of the country, by inviting our 
friends and acquaintance to join us, under the full assurance 
that we shall obtain our rights, and that it is now as perfecily 
safe to go on improving the publie lands ws though we had al 
cur titles from Government.7] i 

is requires no comment; it is a Government esialtished 
ament- imperium in im Tt does not profess 
to be subordinate to the laws of the Union, hut in opp 
them, and its object is to embarrass t 
yy their force. 

yhad hoped, at the fon, that we 
-emption h all its misek! afs. demara 
sy Dut a desperate effort Is naw mar it, and, 
ce mere revived, jt is fastened upen us, and for ever, 
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FREEDOM OF ELECTIONS. 
SPEECH OF MR. BELL, 


r 
Or 'TENNESSER. 
{As reported for the National Inte!lipencer.] 
In Houseof Representatives, January 2%, \837.—On the bill 
to secure the Freedom of Elections. 

_ My. BELL said he rose for the purpose of submitting a mo- 
tion, of which he had given notice, for 1 ave to introduce a bill 
to secure the freedom of elections; but he had felt so much of 
the inconvenience under which gentlemta labored who held re~ 
solutions which they could not have an opportunity to present, 
that he was disposed now, after having submitted his motion, to 
move that every gentleman who had resolutions to offer should 
now offer them, provided they would not create debate. If no 
gentlemen were desirous to present such resolutions, he was 
ready to proceed with his observations, 

No resolution having been offered, Mr. BELL said that the re- 
marks which he intended tosubmit might, perhaps, be better 
comprehended if he were to send to the Chair the bil] and pre- 
amble; which he did, and requested that they should be read; 
and they were accordingly read, as follows: 

A bill to secure the Freedom of Elections. 

Whereas complaints are made that officers of the United States, 
or persons holding offices and employments under the authority 
of the same, other than the heads of the chief Executive De- 
partments, or such officers as stand in the relation of constitu- 
tional advisers of the President, have been removed from oftice, 
or dismissed from their employment, upon pelitical grounds, or 
for opinion’s sake; and whereas such a practice is manifestly a 
violation of the freedom of elections, an attack upon the public 
liberties, and a high misdemeane i 

Whereas complaints are also made that officers of the United 
States, or persons holding offices or employments under the au- 
thority of the same, are in ihe habit. of intermeddling in elec- 
tions, both Stateand Federal, otherwise than by giving their 
yctes; and whereas such a practice is a violation of the freedom 
of elections, and a gross abuse, which ought to be discounte- 
nanced by the appointing power, and prohibited by law; and 

Whereas complaints are also made that, pending the late 
election of President and Vice President of the United States, 
offices and employments were distributcd and conferred, in 
many instances, under circumetances affording a strong pre~ 
sumption of corruption, or that they were conferred as the in- 
ducements to, or the reward of, influence employed, or to be em- 
pleyed, in said election; and whereas such a practice, in the 
administration of the patronage ofthe Government, will speedily 
destroy the purity and freedom of the elective franchise, and 
undermine the free system of government now happily esta- 
blished in these United States: Therefore, to prevent the recor- 
renee of any practices which may give rise to similar com- 
plaints in future, 

Sec. 1. Bett enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, Thai from and after the fourth day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, no officer, agent, or 
contractor, or other person, holding any office or employment 
of trust or profit, under the Constitution and Jaws of the nited 
States, shall, by the contribution of money, or oher valuable 
thing, or by the use ofthe franking privilege, or the abuse of any 
other official privilege or function, orby threats and menaces, or 
in any other manner, intermeddle with the election of any mem- 
ber or members of either House of Congress, or of the President 
or Vice President of the United States, or of the Governor or 
other officer of any State, or of any member or members of the 
Legislature of any State; and every such oflicer or other person 
offending therein, shall Le held to be guilty of a high misdemea. 
nor, and, upon conviction in any court of the United States hat- 
ing jurisdiction thereof, shall pay a fine not exceeding one 
dollars; and any oflicer other than the President, Vice 
President, and judges ofthe courts of the United States, 80 con- 
yicted, shall be thereupon removed from ofice, and shall be ever 
afier incapable ofholding any cflice or place of trust vader the 
authority of the United States: Provided, Thatnothing herein 
contained shall be so construed as to interfere with the right of 
suffrage as secured by the Constittion: And pro ded, further, 
Thac nothing herein contained shall so operate as to prevent 
the President, or the head of any department who is vested by 
law with the power of appointing inferior officers, from remov- 
ing frem office, at any lime, any incumbent whom the Presi. 
it. or the head of a depariment, as the case may be, shall be 
fied has inrermeddied in any election, Siate or Federal. 
it further enacted, That trom and after the 
day of March. one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
seven, no officer who, by,the Constitution and Jaws ofthe United 
States, is authorized to appoint, or nominate and appoint any 
officer or agent of the Government, shall, by himself or by any 
other person or persons in bis behalf, give, or procure to be 
given, or promise to give or procure to be given, any office, 
place, or employment, 10 any person or persons whatsoever, 
with intent to corrupt or bribe him or them, or upon agreement 
that such person or personsto whom, or tor whose use, oF on 
whose behalf such gift or promise shall be made, shall exert his 
or their influence in any clection, or by himself e 7 themselves, 
cr by any other person or persons, at his or their solicitations, 
endeavor to secure the election of any person or persons to re- 
present any State, orany district in any Siate in Tanna or 
of any person to he President or Vice Presitent ofthe. United 
State», or of any person to be Governor or © her officer of any 
State, or of any person or persons to be a member or members 
ofthe L ature of any State; and every such officer offending 


therein shall be held to be guilty of a high misdemeanor, and, 
upon conviction in any court of the United States havh Juris- 
a fine not exceeding five thousand dol- 


liction thereof shall pay 3 
h SALY oficer adhe than the President, 01 the judges of 
any of ihe conre of the United States, 60 convicted, shall be 
thereupon removed from cftice, andshall be meening ae af- 
folding any office or place of trust unter the aut hority 
ofthe United States; and every person who l receive or ac- 
cept, by himeelf, or b y other person or persons in rat fis 
or in behalf ef, such person, any office, place, or emp oy- 
ment, with the intent aforesaid, skall be held to be guilty ofa 
misdemeanor, and, upon canviecnon in any ee 
Peas adie ; ed from such 
: ice. plai i be incapa sie, ever afen 
of holding any office of place of trust urder the authority of the 
United States. 
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r enacted, That the several neg 


` ; gomplained of. These charges cannot, the: 
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‘APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Freedom of Elections—Mr. Bell. 


posed by this act'shull);when collected, be paid into the Trea- 
sury as other. moneys belonging to the United States. 

‘After the reading had been concluded, Mr. BELL addressed 
the House ae follows: j 

Mr. Speaks: In moving for leave to introduce. the bill that 
has. just been read tor the information of the House, I have 
been actuated. by a motive which, I know, will be more ac- 
ceptable to honorabie members than merely to lay the foun: 
dation of a ‘speech for ephemeral effect, here or elsewhere. 
My. object’ is, sincerely, temperately, but earnestly, to. call 
the-.attention of both sides of this House, and of the coun- 
try} the expediency, the imminent expediency, not to say the 
necessity, of immediate legislation-upon the subject which it 
brings to. view. > ary 

“Fadinit the obligation of every gentleman upon this floor, 


~ who ventures to bring forward charges of a grave nature, end 


upon which he proposes to call forth the action of the House, 
tobe sure that they are not unfounded in fact, and to take care 
that he may not be justly charged with an attempt to create 
unjust and false impressions for party effect, or merely to grati- 
fy eome unworthy passion. In this respect, I feel that I stand 
upon perfectly sure ground. As to the allegations of improper 
practices and abuses, set forth or implied in the preamble to 
the bill, I stand prepared to prove them all by such evidence 
“as. would be satisfactory to any jury of honest men; and I chal- 
letige the opportunity, under the authority and in the name of 
this House, to do so, to the satisfaction of the whole country, 
As to some of the abuses assumed to exist in the preamble, I 
believe I will not be put to the proof. ‘The practice which has 
Obtained to some, I believe I-may say to a considerable exieut, 
of removals from office upen political grounds, or for epinion’s 
sake, Will not, Limagine, be denied by gentlemen representing 
the -Middle and Northern States. Siil, I may revert to this 
pointvagain, iuasmuch as in some sections of the country it has 
een denied that such a practice bas obtained, under this admi- 
nigiration, to any extent. I presume, sir, it will scarcely be 
denied that a large proportion of the officers of the Federal Go- 
vernment, from the President down to the lowest grade of per- 
sons employed in its service, have interfered, of late, in all Fe- 
deral elections, directly, openly, and industriously. Then, the 
only charge implied in the preamble of the bill which may call 
for explanation, or proof, is, that, in the late election of Presi- 
dent and Vice President, offices and employments have been 
given and distributed as the wages of political profligacy—the 
rewards of hireling service in the support of particular and 
favorite candidates. I know the extent of the responsibility I 
assume in making this charge. Iknow full well the difficulty 
which always attends an attempt to make proof of any such 
‘charge, when there issò much power to influence and intimi- 
Gate on the one hand, and none, often, even to protect, on the 
other, I know how often it happens that a whole community 
ere convinced in their own minds, from circumstances known 
ty exist, that crime has been perpetrated, yet the accuser is 
foiled in making out his charge by clear and positive proof. 
But, after taking a fuil view of the responsibility E incur, I 
here solemnly reaffirm the charge implied in the last clause 
of the preamble to the bill which I have submitted for the 
consideration of tae House. I beg leave to explain the ground 
‘I megn to occupy in making this charge. Iam not so illiberal 
as to infer a corrupt. motive in giving or receiving an office, 
during.an exciting election, from the circumstance that the 
politics of the parties are the same, even when the person re- 
ceiving the appointment is an active partisan. Officers must 
be appuinted—the appointing power must be exercised; and 
when the persons appointed are honest and capable, I have 
nevercomplained that they were sclected from among politi- 
cal friends. But, sir, when appointments are made from among 
ol tial opponents, who thereupon suddenly change their po- 
iti¢s, and becume political adherents, or when the new couvert 
‘from-his jate principles receives an office at the hands of his 
“new political associates, 1 maintain that this is the highest and 
most conclusive evidence of a corrupt understanding which 
the nature, of such a transaction admits. [have said as much 
upon this point as 1 designed on the opening of the subject. I 
may recur to it again before I sit down, 

(Here Mr Berr, alterspeaking ten minutes, was interrapted 

Wy a call forthe orders of the day. } 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 26, 1837. 

I haye said enough, I hope, to satisty the House that Edo not 
intend to raise an idle clamor, based upon vague unsupported 
charges or rumors. Supposing them for a moment to be true, is 
there a man who hears m who does not agree that the subjectis 


~ ot such magiitude, and the evils so ‘alarining, as to demand im- 


mediate attention and redress 

But, before I proceed further, I wish to anticipate an objection 
as tothe time at which I have thought proper to bring forward 
this. measure. Many gentlemen, feeling the pressure of the 
great variety of business demanding the action of the House, 


‘and considering the short period within which the session must 


nece:sarily terminate, may desire that this subject should be 
postponed until another Congress. Jt is my opinion, sir, that 
v there. is nò time so fit as the present. The new administration 
ie not yet committed, in practice, to the support of the abuses 
¢ 2 j store, be construed 
into an attack uponit; and Take this oceasion to say, that, for 
one, it is my intention to give to the new adminsiration every 
Bupport to which the members of it shall entitle themselves by 
the merit of their measures. T-shall endeavor, as far as possi- 
ble, to forget the very exceptionable circumstances and influ- 
ences which brought them into power, in order that my judg- 
ment may not be improperly biased. Iam the more inclined 
to this course, because, for any thing I now see in the condition 
of parties, those who are now in power, will be likely to govera 
the country for a long time to come. Atallevents, the elements 
əf oppesition must undergo a considerable modification. There 
must be further decompositions—diflerent combinations—new 
tiials of political affinities—and 2 recasting of parts among the 
actors: in the political drama, before there can be any just 

‘ound.to hope for success in opposing the extraordinary and 
powerful political union which now controls the public adm ‘nis- 
vation. 

I: must, I think, Mr. Speaker, strike every observer, who ig 
trot blin ed by interest or party rage, that some malignant dis- 
vemper has seized upon, and now deeply affects, our political 
systemi.. Atall former periods we had, it is true, great party 


excitement, much crimination and recrimination between the 


yespective parties; more or less violent denunciation, com- 
plaints of gros3-infractions of the Constitution, and other irregu- 
“jarivies and &yuses; and, doukvess, there have been irregulari- 

ies. and. ahuses under every administration; but, sin, it must 


a be:apparent to every one that there are some features in the 


eee eaeeeeoeo—aesc= cee a 


“character of the present times, seme circumstances of excess 
or novelty developed in the practical operation of eur peculiar 
form of government, which were unknown and unfelt at any 
former period. A new character is rapidiy forming and at- 
taching to our American institutions and birth has been given 
to new theories as to their ultimate destiny. Ican only glance 
at those general results, as conclusions which present them- 
selves upon a review of the actual stateof tiings. It isan old 
maxim, or proposition, that power is never.so absolute, or the 
danger that it will become perpetual so great, as when it is 
commenced and wielded in the name and by the authority of 
the people. The truth of this saying is confirmed by the expe- 
rience of this country, at this time. It is demonstrated that 
the partition of power, established by the Constitution between 
several departments of the Government, and all other barriers 
interposed by that ingirument, have not been sufficient to 


prevent the practical ‘accumulation of all power in a single de- ` 
p y 


partment. That a complete change has taken place in the 
action of the Government, within the last few years, is 100 
manifest to require elaborate illustration. Take one striking 
evidence of the fact, whieh has struck me plainfulty, yet forci- 
I have been in the habit of making long, and often cir- 
from a disiant residence, 


the people in Congress ma 
The form of inte 
from citizen and fi 


the 
What 3 


gie fact in the history 
ofthis country wiil be sufficient to stamp the present as the 
period of transition from a popular representative Government 
to the Government of an elective Presidency—of a political 


two years, v 
at the laat on. 
that measure was 5 s be held in memory. 
Let it never be forgotten that it passed on'y by opposisg patro- 
nage to patronage, money to money, and arraymg uption 
against corruption. The people and th es were brought to 
desire and demand a more equal divizion of the spoils—of that 
portion of the public meneys which, according to former prac- 
tice, Would have heen employedin corrupting perticular States 
or sections of the Union, and in attaching them to the party in 
power by appropriating it to various objects of local improve- 
ment. In no other way was it possible to have defeated the 
manifest determination of those in power, add the entire 
accruing surplus in the Treasury to the enormous patronage 
already within their contros. It was by them decreed that the 
expenditures should be raised to the standard of. the existing 
revenue. But mark theinstant change in their poiicy: the mo- 
ment it was as ined, by a test vote in this House, that the 
surplus was abont to be rescued from their insatiate grasp, the 
genteni ı North Carolina (Mr. McKay) was uron his 
legs, proposing to reduce the revenue; and more patriots sprung 
up in one moment, in this House, than Thad dreamed were to 
be fonad in the ranks of public men in the whole country. 
‘The entire party now became satisfied thatthe revenue should 
be speedily reduced to the actual wants of the Government. 
Tie views of the President himsclt) it scems, underwent a 
great and sudden change. In his to Congress at the 
ast session, he thought the surplus might be well applied to 
the increase of the public deiences, and to various objects of 
nationalimiportance. Then he was of opinion thatthe famous 
compromise act, as it was called, was too sacred to be tonched; 


that it involved too many inte connected itself with too 
many delicate sympathies, to be disturbed for the mere purpose 
stting clear of a surplus revenue for afew years. The ex- 
rdinary increase of the revenue from public lands in that 
year, he regarded only as an evidence of the inereasing prospe- 
rity of the country, and practical proof of the beneficent and 
successful adminisiration of public affairs, of which he was 
atthe head. A surplusthen had no terrors in it. But-since 
the passage of the act for distributing it among the Biates, it 
would seem that nothing isso replete with horrible mischief, in 
the mind of the President or of the party, as asurplus in the 
Treasury! The famsus compromise act no longer presents any 
obstacle to the reduction of the tariff; the extraordinary increase 
ofthe sales ef the public lands is evered to be the result of 
adiseased, insicadof a healthful and presperous action of the 
polltical system. kw of note that the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. mbreteng) suddenly discovered that 
corruption threatened the States by the distribatien of the sur- 
plus, wichout seeming ever to have spent a thought about the 
corruptions which threatened the couotry from permitting the 
surplus to be expended, or rather prodigally squandered, by 
the Genéraj Government. 
{Mr. BELL was ime y a call for the orders of the day, 
after having spoken fifteen minutes.] 


À TUESDAY, JANUARY 31, 1837. 


Mr, BELI, after noticing an article in the morning’s Globe, 
which reflected upon him, spoke as follows: 5 
Bevore Ireseme my remarks, Mr. Speaker, upon the subject 

: of my motion, I beg leave to do an act of justice to the gentle- 
man: from North Carolina, Mr. MeKay,) to whom J alluded 
when Eaddressed the House the other day. That gentleman 
has, Fknow, always been an advocate for ayeduction of the 
revenue;-and when I described him as having presented his re- 
solution immediately after it became manifest that the surplus 
would be distributed, at the last session, I referred to him mere- 
ly as the organ of the party in that siep.’ I presumed that he 
was glad to avail hiniself of the change of sentiment which had 
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recently må ted itself among his political associates in the 
jfouse in carrying out his own long cherished policy. 

Wher P was interrupted by the call for the orders of the day, 
when last up, I was digressing from the peint which I tad intend- 
ed io establish, which was, that all actual power was now con- 
centrated in the hands of the Executive: and I refer tothe gene- 
ral acquiescence of this Hwuse in the will of the President as 
evidence of the truth ofmy proposition; but the condition of the 
Senate will illustrate my position more clearly. According to 
all the early expounders of the Constitution, thé Senate was 
constituted upon the principie of long terms, and a select con- 
stituency, the State Legislatures, for the purpose of giving 
greater stability. and uniformity to the action of the Govern- 
ment. It was intended as a counterpoise to the Representatives 
ofthe peopte in this House, who were supposed to be more under 
the influence of popular impulses. I beg leave to quote a sen- 
tence or two from a celebrated volume, upon the subject of the 
peculiar structare of the Senate: 

“As the cool and deliberate sense of the community ought, in 
all Governments, and actually will, in all free Governments, ul- 
timately prevail over the views of its rulers, so there are par- 
ticular moments in public affairs when the people, stimulated 
by some irregular passion, or some illicif advantage, or misled 
by che artful misrepresentations of interested men, may cal! for 
measures which they themselves will afterwards be most ready 
to lament and condemn. In these critical moments, how salu- 
tary willbe the inteference of some temperate and respectable 
body of citizens, in order to check-the misguided career, and to 
suspend the blow meditated by the people against themselves, 
unui reason, justice, and truth can regain the authority over the 
pubite mind.” 

These are the sentiments of James Madison. Now, sit, we 
know that the Senate is reduced to a state of absolute sub- 
thission; given over to the guidance of every popular gale, 

lowa up by the a:uficeso unprincipled and recklessa class 

of men as ever Mage theirappearance in any age ox country, 
If the sea of public sentiment, thrown into commotion by the 
puifings of that great political bellows, the Globe, shail hap- 
“pen to set jn half a dozen different directions in the same 
fortnight, the unhappy Senate must tack and change. its 
course as often, or be denounced as contumacious, and op- 
pesed to the voice of the people, In truth, the Senate de- 
seribed by Madison is no more. It is the most supple and. 
. compliant body of the two, notonly as regards the sudden im- 
pulses of popular feeling, but aiso the mandates of power 

But further, as to the Senate. The members of that body 
were designed by the aathors of the Constitution to be the 
advisers and counsellors of the President in the exercise, of 
theappointing power. it is remarkable that it was the early 
or ` ion of both Mr, Jefferson and Colonel Hamilton, the leaders 
of .he iwo extremes in politics, that the concurrence of the 
Senate was necessary before the President could remove. a 
public cflicer; but Ido not mean to press this point, nér dol 
wish to dismrb the settled doctrine in relation to it, It is cer- 
tain that the Senate was designed by the Constitution to be 
taken into the council of the President in making treaties, as 
well asin making the most important appointments, when it 
prescribed, as a condition to the validity of all treaties and 
appointments, “the advice and consent of the Senate.” But, 
six, while the power of the veto, vested in the President over 
the proceedings of Congress, flourishes in excess, what has 
become of a similar power in the Senate over the treaties and 
appointments of the President? Abrogated, rescinded, es- 
punged, practically, from the Constitution, and trampled un~ 
der ivot. If any Senator shall dare to oppose any important 
nomination of the President, or to question the propriety of a 
treaty, he is denounced as the tool of a faction; or, if he be- 
longs to the dominant party, his conduct is instantly branded 
as an act of infidelity to the party! Then, sir, 1 repéat that 
the Senate no longer exercises its most Important constitution- 
al functions; and that the design of its peculiar structure is 
defeated. It is also manifest thata revolution has taken place 
in the practical operation of the Government. 

Lut there are other symptoms, indicating a highly diseased 
stnte of the body politic. ‘Phe charges upon: the people—the 
permanent annual expenditures of the Government—have been 
increased ten millions, or nearly a hundred per cent, during the 
present administration, and chiefly within the last two years! 
And, after careful examination, Lam able to state further, that 
this estimate of the astonishing Increase of the public burdens 
is exclusive of the increased amount of pensions granted under 
the present administration, and of the large sums paid in extin- 
guishing the Indian titte to the public lands! The entire charge 
upon the people for support ofthe Government of their choice, 
inal the various departments of the public service, did. not ex- 
ceed twelve millions anda half, exclusive of the public debt, 
when the prescnt Chief Magistrate assumed the management 
of public affairs, The present annual charge upon the people, 
for the same objects, and which appear to be permanent, ex- 
ceeds twenty-three millions! What do you say, sir, to an in- 
crease of ten millions in eight years, and this uncer an admin- 
istration which ousted the preceding one upon a charge of 


` profligacy and extravagance, and came in pledged to retrench- 


ment anl reform? But, whatis still more surprising is, that 
none of the great establishments for the public defence have re- 
seived any considerable augmentation in the meantime, Not- 
withstanding the Jibera] annual appropriations for the increase 
andsupport ofthe Navy, that branch of the public defence was, 
last year, notoriously in a most disgraceful state of dilapidation; 
and what is still more surprising, although we have confessed- 
tya military President, yetat no period since the foundation of 
the Government, was the Army in a more deplorable condi- 
tion, nor our military operations mere discreditable tothe coun- 
try! T affirm dict the military service of the country is, at 
this moment, in t st stage of disorder and imbecility, Our 
officers, of the highest merit, are discontented and dispirited; . 
our highest military talents discredited by defective organiza 
tion, and the wantof due attention and co-operation on the-part 
of the Executive Government. Three Major Generals bave 
had their “Northern laurels converted Into Southern willows’ 
in the course of tittle more than iwelve months, and the spec- 
tacle has been exhibited ofa handful of savages setting at defi- 
ance the arms and resources of this great confederated Repub- - 
lic for years! Vet, ali that devoted and gallant men could do, - 
unsupported by the Government, has been done hy the subordi- 
nate officers and soldiers, both regulars and volunteers. These 
Indian wars, which will have cost the Government fifteen mil- 
lions before they are conciuded, itis now sufficiently manifest, 
had their origin jin the gross misconduct of our agents, the 
frauds of out own citizens upon the Indians, and the cul- 
pable-neglect, if not connivance, of the Government; warg 
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which have entailed disgrace upon our arms, and a stain upon 
our national character! Let us bear no more of the moneys 
extorted, by the energy and address of. the President, from fv- 
reign powers, when, for every million thus restored to the pock- 
ets of our merchants, the people are taxed two millions, by 
reason ofthe gross neglect of our domestic affairs. 

_ Tomit to notice the deranged condition of the currency and of 
exchange, because that isa subject which must, fer along 
time, be judged of by prejudice. But Ycannot pass over, in this 
enumeration of the actual state of the country, the condition of 
thé public press. The great source of light and knowledge has 
been corrupted by the patronage which has been lavished upon 
it.by this House and by the Executive Government. The most 
important instrument ‘employed in the moral imprevement of 
society has been polluted and broken up. No one knows what 
to believe or disbelieve, unless he shall have the evidence of per- 
sonal knowledge and confidence. J, of course, do not mean that 
there are no exceptions among the public journals, which come 
under this description. A morbid appetite has been created 
and fostered chiefly by the example of the official organ, (the 
Globe,) for violent denunciation, invective, and calumny; and 
party excitement and prejudices have risen to such excess, that 
the mass of the followers of the leaders on either side are prone 
torush into the most rninous extremes to graify their own, or 
their leaders’ passions or interest, heedless of truth, reckless of 
justice, and often, no doubt, unconscious of the injury which 
they inflict upon the country. When the most important 
branches of the public service have thus been neglected, and 
suffered to fall into disorder; when our arms are disgraced, the 
national justice compromitted, our expenditures doubled, and 
our free Government changed in its practical operation; what 
great boon has the administration, under which all these things 

ave come to pass, bestowed upon the country by way of re- 
compense? It has been able to propagate itself! ‘Tais, the chief 

_ end ofits existence, and the only single object keptin view from 
the beginning to the end of it, has been accomplished! A man 
has been elevated to the Presidency who could, and did boast. 
before the American people and the whole world, that he ae. 
counted it glory enough for him to have served under such a 
chief as General Jackson! And our boasted institutions have so 
soon developed such aresult! The profound observer of the 
causes of human events will seek #0 other evidence, require no 
better proof than this simple fact to convince him that the sun 
of American liberty is suffering an eclipse! 

Is there nothing in this extraordinary catalague—this enume- 
ration of alarming results in the action of our cherished political 
system, to awaken inquiry’or excite the inquiries ofthe patriotic 
citizen? But Ihave omitted to notice the moststriking anomaly-— 

. the greatest phenomenon of the times. After all that I have 
said of the deranged and gistemperer condition of public affi 

. Tam still obliged to confess that the administration which is 
justly responsible for every evilof the times, is popular! Butit 
must be borne in mind that there are various kinds of popula- 
rity. lt may be with administrations as it sometimes happens 
to individuals, that the glare of a single splendid achievement 
has been sufficient to cover over, as with a mantle, the errors 
and irregularities of a whole life, and still leave the fortunate 
actor in good odor with the public. Popularity, in general, fol- 
lows. success in all daring enterprises, and often when they are 
unlawful. It follows that popularity isnot always the hest test 
of merit or general propriety: it is sometimes artificial, facti- 
tious, and more seeming than real. When real, it is eften the 
homage of the profligate and interested who are bought, or of 
the credulous and ignorant who are deluded. Then, whether 
popularity attaches to individuals or administrations, it does 
not always augur well for a republic. Withont undertaking to 
decide upon which of these bases the popularity of this admi- 
nistration stands, refer to the fact that itis poplar, merely es 
a further proof of the novel and alarming developments of our 
favorite system of government. 

Now, sir, 1 proceed to notice the general nature and character 
of thesmalady which is attended with so many bad symptoms. 
Whence the action of our chosen form of Government, in so 
many essential branches of it, so contrary to all that was hoped 
and predicted of its resulis by its immortal founders? I will 
endeavor to expound to you. In the first place, the patronage 
of the Government, we shall find, upon inquiry, to have been 
extended immeasurably beyond any thing anticipated, or even 
conjectured, by the framers of the Constitution. I had occa- 
sion to refer tothe historical fact, in add g the House upon 
another subject, ata former session, that the entire patrona 
of the Post Office Department was wholly unnoticed and ¢ 
regarded in the ostimate of the amount of patronage about to 
be conferred upoi Vederal Government by opuon Of 
the Constitution in its present form. This ach of p 
tronage, unforeseen and unprovited agair 3 i i 
authors of the Constitution, is row perhaps greater in influence 
than all the cther branches put together. So erring and short- 
sighted are the wisest of mortals! In the second place, the 
weight and influence of this extended amount of patronage in 
the hands of the Executive, as an engine of power, has been 
increased one hunired foid of late, by ihe unconstitutional 
abuse of it as Iwill presently demonstrate, All former calcu- 
Jations of the probable amount and influence of patronage in 
our scheme of Government are thus baffled and set at defiance. 
Some degree of influence, through the use of patronage, may 
be admissible in the Hixecutive,in order to secure proper talenis 
and respect for the office of President, and to insure a due co 
operation from the other departments of the Government; but 
the basis of this inflence has recently been enlarged io an ox 
tent which must, in the end, if not narrowed down, terminate 
in the entire destruction and overthrow of our system, A great 
misfortune is, that every other evil necessarily incident to a 
free Government is increased in an equal ratio. The same in- 
crease and abuse of patronage which have concentrated ail 
power. in the hands of the Executive, has imparted a new 
stimulus, and consequently given increased fury to party feeling 
and party contests. The competition for honors and offices, 
always a prolific source of party divisions in- a free Govern- 
ment, has, by the multiplication of vacancies, and the tenure 
of party service by which offices are held, become so fierce as 
to threaten the peace and security--much more, the comfort 
and happiness, of society. From the same cause has ais 
aprung the. polluted, and pr tuted cont m of the public 
press, and every other corruption of the times. The ab 
patronage is the Pantora’s bex of our tem ; it is the 4 
nals of our political condition, to which every other sin of 
the times may be fairly ascribed. 

Ci ft is idle, Mr. Speaker, it is in vain to point out, from 
year to year, in this Hall, as has been done, the existence of 
the gtossest Irregularities and abuses in every branch of the 


public service. It is in vain that these abuses and corruptions 
shail be stripped of their disguises, and portrayed to the coun- 
try inal the disgusting deformity with which a rich imagina- 
tion, and an eloquence not often surpassed in this or any other 
country, can invest them. Itis in vain that we institute inves- 
tigations; resolve upon retrenchment and reform ; that we en- 
act laws to multiply checks, and increase the accountability of 
pubiic officers. It will be enly cutting off the he= ds of the Hy- 
dra, which will be eternally reproduced, until we shall have 
the courage to attack and destroy tbe monster itself AN, al, 
sir, will be vain, while we suffer the original source of the evil 
to remain undisturbed. F repeat that iris labor thrown away; 
it is time and talent exhausted in fruitless efforts, to pursue 
wih research, however relendess and penetrating, the authors 
of corruption, of fraud and peculatica, in the public offices, 
while the prolific parent of ali is permitted to survive, When 
was more.time, a greater proportion of business talent, mere 
patient investigation, hestowed npon snch subjects than at the 
close of the late administration? When was the public mind 
better prepared, nut only to sustain and carry out, but, as it 
appeared to me at the time, to compel the execution of the plan 
of reform then pointed’ out, and announced to the country ? 
But, sir, such was the charm of-a new administration, so pow- 
erful was the effect of the siren whispers of Executive power, 
thatthe commotion which had so recently threatened to unhinge 
society itself was suddenly hushed inte a dead calm; and it 
has so turned out, that all the vices of the late administration, 
which gave rise toso much excitement, would not constitute a 
tithe of those, of the same nature, and others even of a more 
wicked and mischievous character, which exist at the pre- 
sent moment. As a most conclusive proof that we do not 
set about reform at the right point, or in the right way, 
I refer to the enormous mass of abuses which were late- 
ly laid bare in the Post Office Department. These abuses 
were accumulating for years; they were repeatedly charged 
to exist; but inquiry was evaded from year to year, un- 
ti], I the smothered flames of a pent up and consum- 
ing fire, they burst forth at once into light, foo gross to be any 
longer concealed from the public eye, Well, sir, do we find 
the progress of abuses 2nd corruption in the other departments 
of the public service checked by chet disclosure? Not at all. 
Is the Post Office itself free from abuses? I answer, is it not. 
'Phe administration. which winked at the abuses of the Post 
Office Department tor so many years, instead of suffering any 
disparagement in public estimation on that account, acquired 
new laurels and increased popularity from its ready condescen- 
sion in taking upon itself the re-organization of the department, 
and the reform of abuses, the moment they could no longer con- 
ceal thei istence from the public. beg leave, in connection 
with this eet, to notice some portion of the remarks made 
in this House, not losg since, by a gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. 
Femer.) That geoatleman took upon himself, rather hazard- 
ously, T think, to say that the charge of abuses in the adminis- 

on was unfounded; and he sard he knew about as much, in 
relation to the subject, as those who made the charges. That 
gentleman should remember that such was the unvarying re- 
sponse, session a‘ter session, in regard to the abuses in the Post 
Office Department. At the same time a gentleman, distin- 
guished for bis skill as a criminal lawyer, was placed at the 
head of the Committee on the Post Office in the Senate, and wes 
heard to boast of his service to the administration in shielding 
the department frorn the attacks of a powerful opposition! 
The denial of the geneman (Mr. Hamer) is about as much to 
be relied upon now, as were those made three years ago. But, 
sir, I am digressing trom my subject. I was endeavoring to 
shaw that the only true and effeetive reform will be. to curb the 
abuse of patronage. Sir, if we should this day reduce the pa- 
tronage of the Government one-half and suffer the remain- 
ing half to he anmi lupon the inles praciised upon 
of late, it we ent in amount to taint the whole 
country; to make the business of politics a wafe in corruption, 
and drive every man of spirit and principle from the public 
service. 

I come now, sir, to notice and identify the specific vices in 
the action of the Government, which J regard as the cause and 
source of all the public abuses of which we complain. Ihave 
given a summary of them in the preamble to the bill under 
consideration. 

The first clause of that preamble assumes that the practice 
af removal from office, for opinion’s sake. has prevailed under 
the present administration. Can there be a question as ta the 
fact? j v inere ja no upon this floor, who re- 
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sufficient to keep ten tho 
notwithstanding the gen 
sections ofthe Union, there are distri 
west in which its existence is denied. I do not mean to trouble 
the House with proofs, in detail. at present. E will content my- 
self with affirming that this practice has been pursned in some 
sections of the Union to a most shameful extent. [have myself 
heard gentlemen of influence and standing in the party, from 
every quarter of the country, avow and vindicate the proprie- 
tyofsach a practice. Iconiess I never heard any man defend 
a proposition so monstrous to my mind, whe, in ry opinion, 
had ever troubled himself to inquire what was either right or 
wrong, in the practice; or who cared whether it could be de- 
fended upon principle or not: they w what are called 
good party men, and they feared no other responsibility. 
A good pany man, we know, fears neither God nor 
his own conscience ; provided his party approve his con- 
duct. Tam abla, cir, to make this further statement upon 
this subject, that I have heard gentlemen of distingtion, as 
party leaders, maintain the doctrine that by no other device or 
invention can a party be kept together; that is to say, that bri- 
hery and corruption are the only lasting cements of party! Itis 


not only the party in power which practises upon this «dious 
pelicy. lam sorry to say thatthe opposition is not entirely 
free from this sin. In several of the States, as Lam informe, 
where they have chanced at any time to succeed in the State clee- 


. tions, the practice has been to sweep the public offices of every 


incumbent, from the highest to tae lowesi—even a petty receiver 
of tolls, or a lock keeper upon a canal, cannot escape their pre- 
scriptiye vengeance. Sucha practice I consider a disgrace: to 
any Government, but more especially to a free Governmentlike 
our own. Nerd. believe that any Government can continue 
free under its operatica. All party divisions must soon come to 
be founded upon the desire, and a calculation of the chanceg of 
office among politicians; all elections must come Lo be a mere 
contest for the offices and employments of State; and there can 
bebut one end to such a system; first, general corrupiion, and, 
finally, violence and disorganization. - Fean neither sympathise 
with, nor wish success to, one party morethan another, whether 
the contest. he for power in the State or in the Federal Govern- 
ment, when bothare,in my judgment, alike mercenary, corrupt, 
and unprincipled. Sir, when I think ofthe effect of this proce- 
dent, or rather what must be the elect of this practice of remo- 
val for opinion’s sake, when it shall once be fully established 
and acquiesced in, Fam utterly amazed that any public man 
-who countenances sucha practice should escape the open èx- 
pression of public indignation, instead of receiving the applause 
and support ofthe people. What is the inevitable tendency of 
this practice? 'To corrupt—to reduce to the condition of mere 
creatures of Executive will, every man who fills any office or 
holds any employment under Government; to compel them, . 
whatever may be their own sentiments, or whatever they may 
think of the conduct of our administration, to support ils mea- 
sures, right or wrong, or be driven from their places, Since the 
precedent has been established of a Government candidate for 
the Presidency, they must support him also under a like penal- 
ty. Itis proper, upon a question of this magnitude to have 
clear ideas. Ihave said that this system tends to corrupt the 
public officers, What is corruption? Whenever any public 
officer or other citizen is induced, either by the hape of office or 
promotion, or the fear of losing an office or employment already 
in his possession, to give his influence or vote in favor of an 
man’s election, contrary to his private unbiased judgment, it is 
a case of corruption. >) 

In the preamble to the bill which T have submitted for the ac- 
tion of this ouse, the practice of removal from office upon po- 
litical grounds is denounced a violation of Use freedom of 
elections. Itisso, Every improper or undue influence, or, in 
other words, cvery interest or temptation brought to bear upon 
the mind of a qualified elector, iu Great Britain, to induve him 
to vote for menor measures contrary to the suggestions of his 
free and unbiassed judgment, has ever been declared by the 
laws, and denounced by every commentator upon the British 
constitution, asa. violation of the freedom of elections, Elec- 
tions cannot be free where the voters or electors are either 
bribed by actual gifts or the promise of oflice, on the one hand, 
or intimidated by the fear of the loss of office, and often the 
means of subsisting their families, to support any particular 
candidate for the Presidency or Vice Presidency. “The elective 
franchise, or the right ef the people to choose their own legisla. 
tive or executive functionaries, so far from being an adequate 
security. for the protection of the geat objects for which 
government was established, if it may be made dependent 
upon, and subservient tothe will of any man, or any setofmen, 
will be no security at all. It wil] be a mere mockory—an im- 
position upon the people. It will only afford an opportunity 


to the ambitious and unprincipled to possess themselves of un- ` 


lawful power, through the medinm of the ordinary constitu- 
tional forms. By the theory of the Constitution, all elections 
are to be determined by the will or chvice of a majority of 
qualified elretors in the reveral States; and this is the means 
provided for securing a good administration and preventing a 
bad one—for putting good men into office and power, and keep- 
ing out bad ones. But here are one hundred thougend voters 
or electors, who come to the polls, and declare not their own 
will and choice, but the will of those who gave'them their em- 
ployments, and who hold the power of dispossessing them. 
Power over a man’s support, and the subsistence of his family, 
is, in general, power over his will. Tam notleft free to vote as 
I please, in elections, when I am made to understand that the 
office or employment which, gives me bread, or surplies my 
family with the comforts of life, will be taken from me if I do 
not vote for a particular candidate; and the election is not free, 
in which one hundred thousand such votes are give Ir it be 
said that there are nat so many oftice-huiders, F answer thet a?) 
who are emploved on ths public works of any kind, ai all who 
are engagi n furnishing supplies, orin any manner ¢ ependert 
npon the Government, may be y incluied in the number, 
Tet it not be said that the number is at last insignificant. - The 
power of the office-hoiders.is immense, if we estimate their 
votes ut one hundred thousand only. We have seen, by the re- 
ault of the recent election, that the individual votes ofthe depen- 
dents upon the Government were sufficient to decide t he vote of 
several of the States. But this is a very fallacions view to take 
of the powers of te oficial corps in elections, as T will presently 
shew. . F 
ae it is further declared inthe preamble to the hill which I 
have had the honor to submit, that the practice of removals irom 
office for opinion’s sake is an attack upon the public liberty. Tt 
isso. Whoever weakens or destr y of the great and fun- 
damental securities of the public liberty, attacks liberty herse! 
The elective francei is undoubtedly the foundation stone of 
liberty in this country; and he whoseeks tocorrept itis a foe to 
that liberty whieh it was intended to secure, and which cannot- 
survive the loss of its purity and independence, Every pubìie 
officer, who avows and practises upon this policy, is, in prac- 
tice, a foe to the liberties of his country. 1 j 

This practice is also denounced in the preamb'e as & high 
misdemeanor in any public officer who is guilty of it, After 
what I have already said, I believe I need not occupy the time 
of the Flouse in establishing this point. Any public officer who 
violates the freedom ef elections, is guily of a bigh misde- 
meanor. Any officer who attacks the public liberty by the cor- 
ruption of any of its guards, is surely gnilty of a high misde- 
meanor. 


But I will establish this proposition by an authority 
higher then mine. or any other living authority, however great 
and venersble. When the qnestion was raised m 1789, whether 
the Presid-nt possessed the power of removal under the Conatl- 
tution, without the consent of the Senate, Mr Mac ; 
tained the affirmative of the proposidon; and in answer to the 
objection that such a power would enable the President to exer 
cise a dangerous control over the public officers, and tause the: 

to become the creatures of his will, Mr. Madison contended, 
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an able argument, that no such dauger was to he apprehended, 
forthe reason “ that the wanton removal of meritorious officers 
swit subject himto impeachment and removal from his own 
high trast.’ "Yo displace a worthy man from office, Mr. Madi- 
‘son was of opinion weuld be an act of mal-administratiun, and 
-consequently subject the President to'an impeachment. The 
ssentiments of Mr, Jefferson, in reply toan application from his 
“republican fellow citizens of Wilmington, to remove an officer 
(ofthe customs, against whom no. charge of official delinquency 
‘could be made out, was worthy of his high character and known 
/ devotion to the principles of civil liberty. 
© {We have,” said that illustrious man, "no passions or mte- 
rests ‘different from those of our fellow-citizens. We have the 
“Bathe object, the success of representative government. Nor 
axe we acting for ourselves alone, but for the whole human race. 
Fhe event of our experiment is to show- whether man can be 
trusted with self-government. The eyes of suffering humanity 
are fixed on us with anxiety, as their only hope; and on such a 
theatre; and for such a cause, we must suppress ali smaller pas- 
- sidns and local considerations. The leaders of federalism ‘say 
that man cannot be trusted with his own government. We must 
do no act which will replace them in the direction of the experi- 
: ment. We must not, by any departure from principle, dishear- 
ten the-mass of our feliow-citizens who have confided to us this 
interesting cause.”’ X 
i4 U sity we are disposed to be guided by the authority of the 
great founder of our system, we have it here presented in the 
“most authentic form. 

The'second clause of the preamble to the bill declares that 
thé interference of public officers in elections is a gross abuse. 
T have: already remarked that it was a very fallacious view to 
take of this subject, tosay that one hundred thousand votes was 
the exteùt of the power of the office-holders, and other depen- 
dents of the Government, in elections. The doctrine now is, 

‘ that it-is the duty of the office-holders, not only to vote in elec- 
‘tions: in favor of the administration candidates, but to support 
s them with all their influence and all their energy. Such is the 
“necessary result of the doctrine that office-holders are bound 
by. gratitude, or any other obligation, to conform to the wishes 
of the appointing power ir elections. The suspicions and mis- 
representations that office-holders are exposed to in an excited 
~ canvass for the Presidency, and the eagerness with which hun. 
gry office-seekers, and other informers, with whom the country. 
is filled under this system, are looking out for some delinquent 
to denounce to the Government, will compel them, for their own 
safety and protection, to take an active part in elections, and 
-to become officious ‘and open in their interference. Another 
powerful incentive to such interference will always be found 
under an administration which fills the public offices chiefly 
“with mon whose principal merit has been their zeal andactivity 
in.past elections. In nine cases out of ten, honest and compe- 
` tent public servants were removed, to make way for these new 
. incumbents, ahd the latter are under the most powerful induce- 
» #Menteto make a desperate strugsle to uphold the administration 
Ox party that put them in office. Hence the desperate, the 
. death-struggle of the eflice-holders in the late election, wherever 
the contest was doubtful; and,it is due to their exertions to say 
that they saved the election of Mr. Van Buren. 
ix Aa to the fact of the interference of public officers in the late 
elections, openly andalirectly, is there any one here who will 
; +deny it?’ Is there one member in this house who will deny that 
» this interforence was general? If there is euch a member pre- 
sent, eal upon hini to stand up in his place, and make the 
sdenial. Sir, I gofurther, and I put the question whether the 
whole machinery of party, so far as it was composed of cau- 
cues, conventions, and committees, employed in the late elec- 
tion, was not moved and guided by office holdersand applicants 
‘for office? <T do not say thata majority of the delegates in these 
‘conventions were office holders or office seekers, but Ido mean 
10 gay that the exciting spirit, the soul of them, consisted of 
“that claas. But, for fear that I may be thought to exaggerate, I 
Must-ask leave to refer to a few facts. At the convention 
which assembled at Columbus, Ohio, on the 8th of January, 
1834, to nominate delegates to the Baltimore Convention, which 
sat in 1835, there were thirteen postmasters, three registers 
and receivers, two light-hause keepers, two superintendents 
of the National road, one collector of customs, one inspector, 
one hearer of foreign despatches, a commissioner under the 
‘treaty with Naples, and four printers of the laws of the United 
States, besides numerous officers under the State authority; 
and we have the authority of the gontleman from Ohio (Mr. 
Hamer) fdr saying that-they make common cause with the 
Federal ‘officers, wherever they belong to the same party. 
In the State convention of New York, which sat at Albany, to 
appoint delegates to the Baltimore Convention, there were 
eighteen -posimasters, thirteen judges of courts, seven masters 
‘in chancery, three sheriffs, two surrogates, and a State comp- 
“troller: Among the delegates appointed to the Baltimore con- 
vention there were seven postmasters, a collector of customs, 
cand a superintendent of ihe custom-house in New York. { 
‚give these details as a specimen of the voluminous evidence 
Which might be adduced of the same nature. It would present 
a singular result. if.a statement were made of ali the office 
holders aud office seekers who attended the Baltimore conven- 
tion; ‘and. the interest of the ‘statement would be increased if it 
should include an-account of all those delegates who have 
since received appointments. But Ihave been informed of a 
mode of interfering in elections -by office: holders, which far 
outstrips all that I had imagined could exist at. this day under 
our free Government. _It is alleged that the office holders, in 
some sections of the Union, and especially in the State of New 
York, are in the habit of contributing a-portion or a per centage 
vof their salaries—that, in other words, they are regularly taxed 
‘Yor thë support of the candidate: of the party in power. If 
this be true, it is proofaf the progress of corruption in our 
‘political system, that should carry: alarm into the bosom of 
¿every patriot ia the Jand. What, sir! and can the money 
exacted from the people for the support of Government, be 
“converted by their own agents, with impunity, into a fund for 
"theirown corruption? «If I am mistaken as to the fact-ofthe 
fexistencs of sucha practice, | hope some gentieman will coy. 
rect me.. i wo : 
Bur I now proceed to notice the interference of office-holders 
ofahighergrade. 1 will first call the attention of the House to the 
` Yetter of wie. Postmaster General (Mr. Kendall)ta a committee 
a Seteme io Philadelphia, wrigten on the Xd of Octoher last 
+) En 
© pid public duties permit an acceptance of your kind invi- 
Aiton? says Mr. ‘Kendall, “no occasion has presented ‘itself 
Ge. the Jate war with Great. Britain en which it could -have 
me more gratification in’ festivity, gratulation, and 
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wiumph, A direct atempt has been made to govern your 
Siate by corruption, and ithas been rebuked and repelled in a 
spirit worthy of 76. Itisnot.a triumph of one man over another: 
itis a victory of principles over profligacy—the triumph of a 
virtuous people over concentrated wealth, mercenary talent, 
and licensed corruption.” | -. 

When it is recollected that this letter was written by a mem- 
ber of the Executive Cabinet in re‘erence to the result of a State 
election, which was expected, and no doubt did produce a de- 
cided effect npon the Presidential election, which ensued during 
the next month, a more audacious and unwarranted act of inter- 
ference cannot be readily conceived of. I hope I shall be ex- 
cused the digression, while I remind the House.of the state- 
ments made by the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Hamer) the 
other day upon the subject of the abusive epithets, the gross 
charges of corruption, and violent denunciations, which he said 
members of the opposition were in the habit of dealing out upon 
this floor against the President and the party in the majority 
in this House. That gentleman said that it had been too 
much the habit of the friends of the administration to sit silent 
and make no reply to such tirades of abuse as were constantly 
pronounced against it. Iam not one ‘of those who are in the 
habitof employing abusive epithets cither against the adminis- 
tration or the majority of this House, in debate; but I might appeal 
to the gentleman trom Ohio, if those who take that liberty, might 
not find some countenance in the language employed by the 
Postmaster General in the letter to which Ihave réferred. In 
what speech delivered upon this floor did he ever hear stronger 
language, or more abusive epithets, applied to the motives and 
principles of a party, than those deliberately penned and given 
to the people by a cabinet officer of the Government? But I 
would further inquire of the gentleman from Ohio, whether he 
and his friends, during all the period of their-silence and forbear- 
ance under those violent and abusive denunciations of which he 
complains, did not steadily look to the Globe to answer all the 
arguments as well as the denunciations of opposition menibers; 
and whether it was not found much the most convenient as weil 
as effective mode of reply? Does not that gentleman know that 
the columns of that paper, during the past session, as well as the 
present, have been devoted to the perversion and misrepresenta- 
tion of every thing thatis said, as well as done, by the opposition 
in this Youss—thatits daily sheet is a daily libel upon the mo- 
tives and character of every man who dares to arraign the 
course of the party, or of its favorite leaders? Well may the 
gentlemen of the a’ministration be silent, when they ‘have 
such a pensione engine of falsehood and calumny in their daily 
service, 

I now come, sir, to speak of the interference, in the late elec- 
tion ef another high functionary of the Government. Ti is no 
less a personage than the President himself. The President 
exhibited himsel! a devoted partisan of Mr. Van Buren at an 
early period of the canvass, The proof of his interference I 
consider so notorious that, but for the singular and unexpected 
assertions which I have lately heard upon the subject, I would 
not think necessary to notice it. Those, sir, upon Which J shall 
rely in establishing the first act of his interference, are not de- 
pendent for their validity upon the uncertain memory of any 
man, ner can they be weakened or evaded hy the denial or 
misrepresentation of any man’s friends. But I think proper, 
at this time, to state that, ifthe subject shall be regarded as of 
sufficient importance by the House to appoint a committee with 
the proper power, all the statements of my colleague (Mr. 
Peyton) in relation to the language and denunciations of the 
President, while in Tennessee, last summer, without exception 
so far, I believe, cau be established by the evidence of gentle- 
men of the most unquestionable character. I feel warranted 
in making the same statement in relation to the charge made 
by a Senator from Tennessee (Judge White) in a speech at 
Knoxville. The first overt act of the President, in which he 
gave evidence of his interference in the late Presidential elec- 
tion, was to dictate the Baltimore Convention, and to give the 
sanction of his name and station to a party movement, in- 
tended, from the first, for the benefit of Mr. Van Buren. In his 
celebrated Gwinn letter, he says: 


“ Discarding ail personal preference, I consider the true po- 
licy of the friends of republican principles is to send delegates, 
fresh from the people, to a general convention, for the purpose 
of selecting candidates ior the Presidency and Vice Presidency; 
and that to impeach that selection before it is made, as an ema- 
nation of Executive power, is to assail the virtue of the people. 
and, in effect, to oppose their right to govern.” è 


Here, sir, we have a denunciation, in advance, of every man 
who should dare to oppose the nomination of the Baltimore 
Convention. I bave heard it said that this letter was written 
in answer to a charge of preference for Judge White. Tiere 
never was any thing more untrue. 

In fact, this letter was foretold, and some of the friends of 
Judge White were admonished that the President would takea 
decided and open partin the election of Mr. Van Buren before 
Judge White was generally regarded as a candidate In a let- 
ter to a committee of gentlemen in Bedford county, Tennessee, 
while the President was on his late electioneering tour, he uses 
the following language: č k 

“ We live, fellow-citizens, in evil times, when political apos- 
tacy becomes frequent; when public men abandon principles. 
their former party attachments and associations, and, for selfish 
ends and personal aggrandizement, are attempting to undermine 
ourrepublican system.” 

Here isa direct attack npon the motives of the supporters of 
Judge White in Tennessee—a direct charge that they were at- 
tempting toundermine our republicansystem. That there may 
beso mistake as to the intention ofthe President to excite the peo- 
pleof Tennessee ageinst the supporters of Judge White, as the 
enemies of republican „government, is manifest from a para- 
graph which appeared in the Union, the organ ofthe Van Buren 
party in Tennessee, in which the editor, referring to the Presi- 
dent’s letter to the Bedford committee, says: 

“The Presidents views of the existing state of political af- 
fairs in Tennessee are here clearly and distinctly indicated, and 
ate-go just and strictly conformable to truth that he who runs 
may read.” : 3 3 ; 

Imight refer to the sentiment delivered by the President, at 
the same period, to a large assembly of his fellow-citizens who 
had honoyed him with a public dinner at Nashville; and to nu- 
merous letters besides, which were industrionsly circulated, al l 
containing evidence of the deep interest and the open zeal which 
he manifested in the late election. I might refer particularly 
to a letter written to the late Willie B’ount, which denounced 
the course of Judge White, and his leading friends in Tennessee 
in the strongest terms; and which I anvinformed-a member of 


this House (Mr. Jonsson of Tennessee) was in the habit of 


<veading at public meetings, in his own canvass before the peo- 


ple for a seat in Congress. A letter to the late B. F. Curry was 
of asimilar character; but I have already devoted mere time to 
this point than I intended. The act of the President’s inter- 
ference is indisputable; it was also notorious; amd the know- 
ledge of this preference had a decided effect in favor of Mr. 
Van Buren. Ét is true, sir, there were some minds upon which 
the course ofthe President had a contrary effect; but they were 
too few to contiol the result, The openand decided stand taken 
by the President was a signal for the interference of all office- 
holders and effice-seekers throughout the Union; and from that 
moment Mr. Van Buren became, emphatically and truly, the 
Government candidate, and of course had the full benefit of the 
patronage of the Government in strengthening his interests. 

But, as might have been expected, when the highest officer of 
the Government stepped aside from the line of his official duties 
to become the electioneering partisan ofa favorite candidate for 
the Presidency, it was almost impossible that any appointment 
could be made of a public officer, without exciting some dis- 
trust that it was intended to alvance the interest of the Govern- 
ment candidate. I consider this state of thingsa great calamity 
of itself—that the Chief Magistrate should place himself ina po- 
sition which afforded ne escape from the imputation of impro- 
per motives, in administering the patronage of the Govern- 
ment; and, what is equally to be regretted, it was at the same 
time next to an impossibility that he could administer it with- 
out reference to the interests of his own candidate. And ac- 
cordingly it will be found that various offices and employments 
have been conferred under such circumstances that itis impos- 
sible to come to any other conclusion than that they were given 
and received with Improper motives. 

Whether the President was privy to the object of all these 
appointments, or whether they were in all instances hestowed 
throngh the agency of some political office-broker, 1 know not; 
but the effect is the same upon.the public interest and the pub- 
lic virtue. However this may be, it accidentally came to my 
knowledge that Government favors of some kind were distinctly 
offered in a letter from a person in the confidence of the Presi- 
dent, and franked by him, toa gentleman in my own congres- 
sional district, upon the condition that he would take a more 
active part in the election against Judge White and one of hig 
leading friends, I have scen the open partisan of one candidate 
become the supporter of another, and that other the Govern. 
menut eandidate, and employment under Government following 
in the rear of conversion. Ihave seen the representative se- 
duced from his constituents, and made to act in opposition to 
their wishes and his own professed principles, by artful sugges- 
tions of future rewards. Ihave seen gentlemen of distinctioa 
and high standing change their politics, and violate their perso- 
nal honor, upon the promise of Executive support aad influence 
in accomplishing their plans of individual promotion. Ihave 
seen the corrupt apostate from his former principles and pro- 
fessions, too weak to resist the promise of office, but lacking 
courage to pocket the well-earned reward, when offered to hig 
acceptance. When, sir, the practice of official interference hag 
arrived at this height; when rewards are openly bestowed for 
open apostacy and treachey to party engagements: when cor- 
ruption walks abroad through the land in her own nakedness, 
without a veil or a manile to cover her native deformity; when 
neither regard for principle nor the honor of the country can 
restrain such practices, so fat, at Jeast, as to preserve the seri- 
blince of purity; when disguises are rejected as unnecessary; 
is it not time to sound the alarm to the sleeping sentinels, 
and call every patriot to his post? i 

Let us pause here for a moment, and inquire how this sub- 
ject of the inter ference of public dficers in elections has. been 
regarded and provided against, in the only country in which 
the principles of free government are correctly understood and 
appreciated besides our own. I mean Great Britain. Ever 
since the Revolution of 1688, when the English Government 
assumed something like a regular plan of civil liberty, the 
people of England have been extremely jealous of the inter- 
ference of public officers in clections. ‘(he slightest inter- 
ference on their part, in the election of members of Parlia- 
ment, hasalways been promptly met, complained of, and re- 
dressed as a grievance, and a violation of the freedom of elec- 
tion. Asearly as the 5th William and Mary, (1694,) an act of 
Parliament was passed, which, after reciting that elections of 
members of Parliament “ought to be free and uncorrupt,?? 
prohbited all excise officers from endeavoring, “by word, mes- 
sage, or writing, or in any other manner whatsoever,” to per- 
suade any elector to give or to withhold his vote in the elec- 
lion of any member of Parliament, under penalty of one hun- 
dred pounds, and disqualification to hold any office or place of 
trust ever afterwards. The act of 12 and 13 Wiliam TH, 
(1708) contained a similar prohibition, and prescribed the same 
penalties, against the interference of all custom-house officers 
in elections. By the act of 10 Anne, c. 19, several new excise 
duties were laid; and so tenacious was Parliament upon the 
subject of the influence and interference of public officers in 
elections, that, by a separate section of the act, all the new 
officers created by it were prohibited from intermeddling under 
the saine penalties provided by former acts. But when, to- 
wards the middle of the reign ef George Ill, it was found that 
the public officers and other persons in the employment ofthe 
Government, by their own numerical force, in some counties 
and boroughs, were often able to carry the election of the court 
candidates; and that the influence of the Crown over them was 
so great that they generally voted in mass for the Gevernment 
candidates, the Whigs of England--the trne old English 
Whigs-—made a bold rally of their strength in Parliament. and 
by one act (22 George II, 41, 1782,) distranchised every officer 
employed in the enstoms, in the collection and management of 
the excise duties, and in the post office—forty thousand in 
number, A glorious triumph for Englishmen and English 
liberty! This act, which stands a’ glorious monument of the 
spirit of Englishmen, is entitled “an act for the better securing 
the freedom of elections of members to serve in Parliament,” 
I- was at this period that the celebrated Mr. Dunning introduced 
and carried the resolntion in Parliament, that “the influence of 
the Crown had increased, was increasing, and ought to be di- 
minished ” The first measure which followed was to deprive 
forty thousand office ho'ders of th ir right to vote in elections! 
The subserviency of Parliament to the will of the Crown had 
been too gross and palpable te be longer endured. The minis- 
try had carried every measure by a dead, invariable majority, 
just us we have of late seen measures carried” through the Con. 
gress ofthe United States. This great measure of reform was 
justified and sustained by the English people, under the firm 
conviction that. their proudest possessions in the new World 
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the “imperial crown of America”’—had been . wrested from 
their King by the blunders of an incompetent ministry, sup- 
ported bya corrupt Parliament. But the remedy came too 
late to prevent the catastrophe. It would be a singular incident 
in-the vicissitude of human affairs, if the liberties of America 
_ should be lost by the same errors which afforded the opportu- 
nity for their existence. - ` 
Imust now, sir, go alittle back in the order of time, to speak 
of the course of the English Parliament, and how the spirit of 
Posllshinen has always treated the interference of any of the 
high grade officers of State in elections. The first case of the 
kind which I have been able to find on record occurred in the 
yeignof Queen Anne. A bishop of Worcester, who filled at the 
same time the office of almoner to the Queen, having some 
ground of resentment against Sir J. Parkington, a candidate for 
„Parliament, in the county of Worcester, wrote to several of his 
- friends soliciting them to oppose his election. His. influence 
was unavailing, and one of the first acts of the member 
elected, after taking his seat in the House of Commons, was to 
complain of the violation of the privileges of Parliament, and 
the freedom of elections, by the bishop and almoner E the 
Queen. The House of Commons, upon hearing the proof, which 
was the production of some of the bishop’s letters, instantly 
voted his conduct tobe a violation of the liberties of the people 
of England; and, at the same time, voted that anaddress should 
be carried to the Queen, requesting her to dismiss the bishop 
from the office he heid under her Majesty. The address’ was 
. presented to the Queen, and she sent a gracious answer to the 
ouse of Commons, informing them that she had complied 
with their desire. The next example of the manner in which 
this abuse has been treated in Great Britain occurred in 1779, 
when the power and influence of the ministers of that day were 
at the highest, and the condition ef Parliament was consequent: 
ly low indeed. A lord lieutenant of a county, an officer ap- 
pointed by the Crown, was detected in writing to his friends in 
the county of Southampton, urging them to give their support 
to his friend, who was also the Government candidate for Par- 
liament. When his conduct was brought before the House of 
Commons, and some of the letters which he had written exhi- 
bited, Lord North ventured to say that he thought the case pre- 
sented no great cause of alarm, and instantly, and it would ap- 
pear, from all sides of the House, there arose such indignant 
clamors that it was some time before order could be restored, 
and Lord North was obliged to explain and qualify his mean- 
ing. But the most decisive proof of the spirit which prevailed 
upon the subject, even in corrupt times, and the odium in 
which all intermeddiing of office-holders in elections has 
ever been held in Great Britaiv, is to be found in the following 
resolution, which the House of Commons adopted upon that oc- 
casion, without a division, and without a dissenting voice, 
“hat itis highly criminal for any minister or ministers, or 
any other servant of the Crown, in Great Britain, directly or iv- 
directly, to make use of the power of his office in order to in- 
influence the election of members of Parliament; and that an 
attempt to exercise that influence was an attack upon the digni 
ty, the honor, and the independence of Parliament, an infringe- 
ment of the rights and liberties of the peopie, and an attempt to 
sag the basis of our free and happy Constitution.” ; 
ir, these are the maxims of wisdom and experience. We 
have seen that the King of Great Britain, even since the revolu- 
tion of 1688, has, by the sole power of patronage, been able 
several times to annihilate the independence of Parliament, 
and to rule with absolute sway. How the spirit of Englishmen 
hasas often broke the power of corruption and re-established 
the Government upon its free foundation, we have already 
geen. Sir, human nature is the same in this new world that it 
isin the old. Patronage is the same in its power to seduce and 
its liability to abuse; and the same jealous vigilance is de- 
manded in this country to prevent the consolidation of all pawer 
in the hands of the Executive. 
The abuse of patronaga, Mr. Speaker, and eve 
dental evil of which { compiain, it was supposed by our ances- 
tors, when they framed anil adopted the Constitution, would 
no sooner become known than they would be redr 
ballot box—the panacea of the Constitution; bus, 
language of Mr. Jefferson, “the cor i 
elective principle” has “become z 
smothered by the enormous patronage of the General Govein- 
ment.” Itis tome, sir, matter of real wonder and amazement 
thata degree of abuse ìn the admmiaistration of the pa re of 
the Government shouid excite no particular alarn at this day, 
which, but eight years p woubi haye can cha commo- 
tion in the land as mu evitabiy have ter ated in revolu- 
tion, if no other remedy could have been applied, Undoubt- 
edly, many caw peculiar to the times have cembined to pro- 
duce this extraordinary resnit—the unrivalled popalarity of the 
President—the blunder of opposition in relation to nullification 
and the United States Bank; but the most subile, powerful, and 
successfil element of evil has been the introduction of the 
spoils principle, as an avowed and defensible incentive to par- 
ty association and party service—the disgrace of American 
politics. It will be perceived, and must be acknowledged, that 
this principle is founded upon the abuse of patronage. It can 
have no existence or operation but in the abuse of patronage. 
The doctrine is, that all the public offices and. employments be- 
long, asa matter of right, to the successful party in a political 
contest, and should be distributed among them in the same man- 
ner that the spoils, whether of lands or -goods, plundered from 
a conquered people in war, belong to and ought to be distri- 
buted among the victors. It is impossible that a principle so 
odious and tyrannical, and one which has been discarded as 
dishonorable, and against natural law, even in war, among 
civilized nations, could have received the sanction of any re- 
spectabie portion of the people, if they had not been deluded 
and their confidence abused by their favorite leaders; if the 
princip’e itself had not been arrayed in the guises of patriot- 
ism. And accordingly we find that suca was the faci. The 
people have been told that their best friends, and the only true 
patriots, were contending against a powerful combination to 
change the character and administration of the Government 
from a government of the people into an arlstocracy—a go- 
vernment of and for the rich only. The President, as we have 
already seen, condescendd to give his sanction to this artifice, 
by charging that the supporters of Judge White. in Tennessee, 
were “attempting to undermine our republican system.” 
Upon such grounds as these the people have been prevailed on, 
to bear with, and, in some sort, to sanction every abuse 5 and if 
they believe half the statements made to them upon this sub- 
ject, they are right; They act upon the same principle upon 
which General Jackson, in the defence of New Orleans, and 
the liberty of his country, called in the aid of notorious pirates. 


other insi- 


The people suppose that tie defenders of their liberty, and of 
our tree Constiiution, against the wealth and afistocracy of the 
land, whatever may be their merits in other respects, are at 
least entitled to.all the offices and employments in the public 
control. "Phe circumstances that many of the leaders of the 
party which thus ‘claims to be arrayed against the rich are them- 
seives among the most wealthy citizens of the country; and 
that many of those profligate incendiaries, who have been most 
active in exciting the poor against the rich, have actuaily be- 
come rich themselves upon the spoils of office, and are taking 
their stand in the ranks.o: the wealthy, even while they are 
yet hoarse with bawling the fire-ery of the party, with which 
they have alarmed the slumbering senses of the country, ap- 
pear to have had no effect in undeceiving those who set out the 
victims of delusion. 

But, sit, it is not a litle remarkable that those who claim all 
the public virtue, all the disinteres:edness, all the patriotism, 
and exclusive devotion to free and equal rights, should be the 
champions ofa system of plunder; atiecting to despise and fear 
riches, as the source of ail oppression and injustice, yet seizing 
upon, and appropriating exclusively to themselves, the entire 
national treasury; a capital which yields.an annual income of 
at least twenty five millions! Isit not remarkable that such 
men, with such professions daily upon their lips, should he the 
inventors and supporters ofa principle of party association, a 
motive to party action, the most mercenary, the most tyranni- 
cal, the most corrupting, and founded more exclusively ina 
thirst for riches, than any which has ever been known hereto- 
fore in the history of Government? 

Sir, what is the true spirit and character of the spoils princi. 
ple, as avowed by some of the leaders of the pay in power? 
That itis detestable, is felt by many; but how dangerous it is, I 
bel’eve has not yet been duly considered. Have you, sir, ever 
reflected upon itsnature? Do you know that this principle is 
the foundation of the largest class of crimes known in the crimi- 
nal code of every country? Do you know, sir, that this same 
spoils principle has been the cause of more devastation, wretch- 
edness, and guilf, individual and national, than any other in tbe 
history of human suffering; that it is the incentive alike to the 
burglar who breaks and enters your house at night, and the 
ghwayman who waylays your path and takes y life; that, 
ing from individuals to multitudes and vations, it isthe actu- 
ating motives te the plunderings and desolations of military 
conquests; that it forses the gates of citie anders temples of 
religion, over ag in its course, indiscriminately, vepubiican 
States and imperial dynasties? It is the great despoiter of pri- 


vate rights, and of national independence. Te w spoils 
principle which united the barbarians of the North, and finally 


overthrew the vast fabric of Reman. policy, law, asd civi 
tion—the work of ages; and it is the only principle which 
ever shake the solid fabric of our own free and happy, insti- 
tutions. 

The charges that the Bri 


sh General encouraged the troaps 
before New Orleans, Q the late war. by, holding out. the 
beauty and booty of the ciy as the rewards of their valor and 
success, was thought so dishonorable to (he Briush army as to 
have led to a correspondence with the American General, as I 
have been informed, with a view to procure a retraction of the 
imputation. But in what does this new principle of party asso- 
ciation differ from that which was thought se disgraceful to Bri- 
tish arms? I repeat the question: how docs the spoils principle 
of the party now in power, in this country, differ, as regards the 
honor or safety of it, from the watchword of the British Genc- 
ral? H, in war between civilized uations. the spuils principle is 
regarded as too great a temptation te licentiousness, and tao 
dangerous for the general safety of property and society, hw 
much more dangerous and insufferable must sush a principle 
be, when applied to the contests for power beiween political 
e Government? In truth, si Wat his princi- 
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profane todo sa; but, I will say, that next to the Christian reti- 
gion, as an instrament for tbe improvement of the condition of 
the human race, that which is most precious on earth isin pe- 
ril. The Constitution of the United States is invaded! 
Janissaries are mustered; the Infidel Powers advar 
are the outworks carried; they approach the citadel, and no- 
thing but a united effort, and the most determined courage and 
grond conduet, can save it from irretrievable destruction. , 

? Sir, this resolution has been regarded ever since as expressing 
the true principles of the Constitution of England. In every 
debate which has arisen since 1779, it is referred toasa stand rd 
authority. And, upon the subject of official intermeddlin 
elections, let it be remembered, to the eternal honor of Eng 
rmen, that no party, that no member of any party in that coun- 
try, however weak, or however debased by corr on, has ever 


dare i 
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d to question the soundness of the principles of the resolu- 
tion or?79. E fap a A 

{n this review of the course of British legislation in secu 
the freedom of elections, I must not omit te noice the 
George IH, c. 118, (1809.) Notwithstanding the numerous tes 
provisions which had heen adopted to secure the purliy aud 
freedom of elections, it was notorious that members of Parlia- 
ment were often returned through the i ace of ministers, in 
giving or promising offices and employmentsto influential per- 
“ona in the several counties and boroughs ot the kingdom entl- 
fled to send members to Parliament. To reform this absue, 
Mr. Curwan brought forward a bill prescribing a penalty of five 
hundred pounds, and forfeiture of office, against every person 
who should be found guilty of selling his infuencein an election, 
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anda penaity of onethousand pounds against aby person hold- 
ing an office under the King, who should be guilty of giving any 
office, place, or,employment to any person, upon any contract 
or agreement that they should exert their influence in the elec- 
tion.of any member of Parliament; but the ministry had the 
addreess to get it so amended that no vilicer of the Crown could 
be punished for such an act of corruption, unless the ‘contrect 
upon which the office was given was express. This amend- 
ment defeated the salutary design of the bill in a great measure; 
but still, in the shape in which it passed, it attests by its pream- 
ble, as well as by the manifest spirit of the act, the sentiments 
of the English people in relation to thissubject. ‘Ihe preamble 
recites that ali “such gifts and promises of office are contrary to 
the usage, right, and freedom of elections, and contrary to the 
laws and Constitution of the realm.” 

These are some of the securities which the wisdom of Eng- 
lishmen has provided fer the preservation of the. freedom -of 
elections; these are some of the bulwarks which the spirit and 
sagacity of that renowned people have created to defend their 
liberties, and to operate as barriers against the inroads of arbi- > 
trary power. 

Let us next see what we have done to secure the purity and 
freedom of elections—to guard and preserve our liberties, All 
that we have done presents hut a barren catalogue. The Con- 
stitution contains the only provision bearing upon this subject 
to be found in ourstatute book. But, six, we have had the most 
salutary doctrines laid down by some of our most distinguished 
and venerated siatesmen; and it will be our own fault if we do 
not carry them inie execution by prompt and effective legisla- 
ton. Ihave already referred to the authority of Mr. Madison 
and Mr. Jefferson, upon the subject of removals from office for 
opinion’s sake. Upon the subject of the interference of public 
officers in elections, Mr. Jeferson is, if possible, stil more ex- 
plicit and satisfactory. Ibeg leave to read an extract. from his 
letter to Governor McKean, of Pennsylvania, in 1801, upon this 
subject; written, itappears, while the election between himand 
Col. Burr was stili pending in the House of Representatives: 

“The event of the election till in dubio. A strong por- 
tion in the House of Representatives will prevent an election if 
key can, F rather believe they will not ve able to do ityas there 
are six individuals of moderate character, any one of whom, 
coming over to the republican vote, will make s ninth State, ` 
Till tis is known, it is woo soon for mie to say What should be 
done in such atrocious cases, as those you menuon, of federal 
officers obstructing the operatien of tie Siale Governments. 
One thing Iwill say, that, asto the futuro, interference with 
elections, whether of the Siate or Gers ral Governments, by the 
officers of the latter, should be deemed cause of removal; Be- 
cause the constitutional remedy by the elective principle bo- 
comes nothing, if it may be smothered by the cnornimous pa- 
trouage of the @oneral Government. How far it may be 
practicable, prudent or proper, to look beek, is ton great a 
4 ion tu be decided by the uoited wisdom vi the whole ad- 
ministration when formed.” . 

Afier Mr. Jefferson was mace President, he took steps Im 
nediately, in compliance with bis pledge to Governor McKean, 
upon the subject of the future interference of public officers 
in elections; and the circular which 1 boid in my hand; and 
which lask leave to read to the [ouse, appears to have been 
wd by his order, to regulate the conduct of all in authority 
under him, bP te 

“The President of the United States has seen, with dissatiss 
factipn, oflicers of the General Government taking, on variou 
occasions, active parts in elections of the public iuncuona les 
whether of the General ox of the State Governments. Free- 
dom of election being exseatial to the mutual jucependence of 
Governments, and of the different branches of the same Go- 
vernment so vitally cherished by most of our constituents, it is 
deemel improper for ollicers depending on the Executive o 
we Union to anemptio control orint e the free exe 
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for 
any removal 
in elections. y 
to act with a party which practised upun defit 
I cali upon bim and his friends now. to confine 
by their example aud tuyn out every man i 
United Siates, who interfered in the ixte election 
due to principle—the purity and freedom of elections demaud 
this course—itis due to consistency, among those who call 
themselves republicans and followers of Jeferson. Ik is due 
to the cause of liberty and free government, that every public 
cflicor who has dared to interfere in ony election, Plate or 
National, should be made an example of ib all ume t0 coms. 
Bur, sir, this is the business and Guty of the Executive, so far 
as the past is concern d. 
Whal] propose that Cor 
the removal ofany public 
for epinion’s sake, to bea high misdemeanor, ar 3 
punishment to be applied by impeachment or by the ac- 
tion of public sentimentat the ballot-box, as hereiofore. I pyo- 
pose to leave the power ofremoval in the F ats as it is 
now, believing that any attempt tol it wowd be injudi- 
cious. But we under no such r Lin providing an ade- 
quate penalty againstall public officers who int rfere in ciee 
tion, except to cast their votes, nor | there any reason why we 
should not declare any gif, or promise of any office or p’ace uns 
der the Government, as the consideration of service man elec- 
tion, to bë bribery, and to punish such offences tor the future 
jn a manner proportionate te their enormity. Until the Na- 
tional Legislature shall take this subject up, and act upon it, 
experience: has shewn that we have nosecurily for the purity 
or the freedom of elections—none for the protection oF out free 
institutions. „The only popular objection to the prlocipies of 
the bill which F propore to enact info a law, is the principle of 
rotation in office. “Whatever cljections exist (0 the adoption of 
that principle, (and they are very serious and important) still i 
infinitely prefer the adoption ef it, according to the views re- 
cently expressed by some of the people of good old republica n 
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Pennsylvania, than the present practice of the Government. If 
“qe Can agree upon nd.remedy for present abuses, let us adopt 
awhiform rale, at least, and let all officers go out at the end of 
fout or eight years. New, sir, when the President er any héad- 
of a Department wishes to remove a meritorious officer, of of- 
fensive politics, in order to make way for some favorite px -tisan, 
he may cite the popular principle of rotation in. office to sup- 
` port his conduct; but still the great mass of tractable. and obe- 
dient office holders, who are ready to become the creatures of 
Executive will, are permitted to remam in office for life, in defi- 


~ ance of the salutary and popular principle of rotation in of- 


fice. The rule, sir, should work both ways, or be discarded 
ditogether, : 
Mr. Speaker, experience, T think, has conclusively demon- 
strated, of late, that patronage is the vice, and is likely to be the 
euthanasy of onr political system. . The Virginia objectors to 
the Constitution were mistaken. | Itis not the great powers of 
eace and-war—of the purse and of the swerd, vested in the 
Federal Government, which are most to be feared; nor is it so 
much the aggregate amount of patronage within the control of 


the Government, as it isthe want of proper legal limitations: 


and restrictions upon the use of it in the hands of the Executive, 
which is to be dreaded and guarded against. Al other dangers 
in. the operation of the Government will wear out by time,*and 
are ofsmall moment in comparison with this of patrunage. 

Get it be understood that I do not propose to divest the Presi- 
dent of one particle of the patronage which the Constitution has 
conferred upon him, in giving him the power of nominating to 
all the important offices; nor do I wish to deprive the Executive 
of that due and proper influence over the public councils and 
‘people of the country which the legitimate exercise of it natu- 
rally brings to him. The legitimate exercise of the patronage 
‘vested in the President insures to him a vast influence in the 
‘country. sufficient of itself to keep alive the jealousies and vigi- 
lance ofa tiree people The power of nominating to all new 
offices-to fill all accruing vacancies hy death, resignation, or 
‘removal for unfimess—the power of appointing all the heads of 

- ‘the’ Bxecutive Departments, al! foreign ministers, and the 
judges of the Supreme and other courts of the United States—a 
vast power of itself, and operating directly upon the highest 
talent and ambition in the country; beside these, the power of 
promotion in the army and navy, and the patronage of the Mili- 
tary Academy, exclusive of the other great branches of the 
public service, would of themselves, when exercised with an 
eye single to the interest of the country, as it should be, consti- 
tute an aggregate influence great enough to be trusted in the 
handa of any one man. To this measure of influence, and more, 
the President is entitled. The Constitution bestows it; and I 
seak not to deprive him of it, But, sir, this vast power was a 
necessary deposite for the public good; and not the smallest 
portion of it was given for the personal gratification, or to ad- 
vance the private interests or wishes ofthe President. It was a 
sacred trust, tobe administered according to the spirit and in- 
tention of the GREAT DEED by which it was vested. ‘Ihe 
trustees have, in my opinion, abused this trust; they have con- 
verted the public estate to their own private uses; they have 

` caused the public service to be regarded as subordinate to pri- 
‘vate interest and ambition, 
| kt is avold maxim that money is power, Patronage is even 
more powerful than money; for patronage is money, and more. 
‘It bestows honor, rank, and codstderation, along with money—it 
aratifies every passion of the human heart Itis the most suc- 
‘ceseful instrument of power ever employed by artful and am- 
ditions mes in a State. “It is, of itself, sufficient to overturn and 
reyolutio aad ot is able to neutralize all forms, 
and to consolidate all actual power in the hands of the possess: 
or. Let ua see what has been said upon this subject by one of 
ithe ujost'acu.e ant able writers upan this or any other subject; 
and one. ton, who was no enemy to a strong government. I 
~. allode to Dr. Paley, In his chapter upon political philosophy, 
and in giving his views upen the British Constitution, he laysit 
down Gat, 

* When the Constitution conferred upon the Crown the nomi- 
nation:to all employments in public service, the authors ofthis 
arrangement were led to it by the obvious propriety of leaving 
w.a masier the choice of his servants; and by the manifest in- 
convenieacy of engaging the national council upon every va 
eancy, in those personal contests which attend elections to places 
of honor and emolument, Our ancestors did not observe that 
this disposition added an influence to the regal office, which, 
when the number and value of public employinents increased, 
would supersede, in a great measure, the forma, and change the 
character of the ancient Constitution. They knew not, what the 
experience andr flection of modern ages has discovered, that 
patronage is, imiversally, pewer; that he who possesses, in a 
suficient degree, the means of gratifying the desires of man- 
kind after wealth and distinction, by whatever checks and forms 
his authority may be limited or disguised, will direct the man. 
agement of public affairs. Whatever be the mechanism of the 
political engine, he will guide the motion.” 
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS. 
‘SPEECH OF MR. PEYTON, 


Or Tennessex. 
In the House of Representatives, March 1 and 2,.1§37--On 


presenting the minority report of a select committée, &c. 
{As reported by the National Intelligencer.] 


; Mc. PEYTON said: I rise, Mr. Speaker, to present a report 
from the minority of a select committee of which -the honora- 
Die gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Garland,) is chairman. 1 
offer the paper. which I hold in my hand; as. eontaining the 
views of the minority of that committee, from a majority of 
whom a report. has just been made by the chairman. . Jn refer- 
ence to the report of the minority, I wish te submit a motión to 
the House, directing that it be committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union, with instructions to re: 
porta bill prohibiting, in future, under sufficient penalties, the 
communication of seeret intelligence, by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, for the benefitef the depesite or other favorite banks, 
which is withheld from others, and which concerns all the de- 


posite hanks alike. 

< ‘She CHAIR said the gentleman from Tennessee must obtain 
‘thejeave of the House. i 

i Nebbjection being raised in any quarter, 

Was proceeding.~Mr, Speaker, upon the proposition— 
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Executive Departments—Mr. Peyton. 


The CHAIR, 
to the Chair. ` 5 

Mr. P. having done so, was again about to proceed, when 

The SPEAKER inquired if the geitleman included the re- 


The gentleman will forward his proposition 


` port of the majority also in his motion to commit. 


Mr. P, replied.in the negative, and proceeded. 

“Mr. Speaker: Upon the proposition which [have sent to the 
Chair, I wish briefly to state the reasens which have influenced 
me, as one of the minority, to makethe motion. _ 

It appears, sir,.frem the evidence taken in this case, that 
there is resident in this-city a secret agent of many of the most 
important of the deposite banks, who is in the habit of com- 
municating to those hanks secret information which he obtains 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, and from the Treasury De- 
partment, which, in my opinion, is unauthorized and upjustifi- 
ed by any law, principle, rule of reason, or of justice, and 
tends, also, in an eminent degree, to jeopard the safety of the 
public money, to encourage corrupt combinations for the pur- 
pose of speculation, and to destroy that equality of benefits 
which should be extended to all the citizens and all the banks 
ofthe United Statesalike. ¥ will name one instance, which 
must force itselfstrongly upon the mind of the most incredu- 
lous, as well as upon that of the most prejudiced partisan. 

This agent, Reuben M. Whitney, obtained information of the 
expected issuance of the Treasury order of July 11, requiring 
specie payments for the public lands, and commenicated that 
information, as a matter of favor and indulgence, to his distant 
friends; while, sir, Congress, then in session, and every indivi- 
dual member of it, as far as we have any information, were 
permitted to remain in profound ignorance of the intention or 
design of issuing such an order! Yes, sir, this “Treasury fami- 
liar,” ashe has been appropriately styled, obtained possession 
of this cabinet secret about the last of June, or first of July— 
Congress adjourning upon the 4th—and informed, for one, the- 
cashier of the Girard Bank, at Philadelphia, of the intended issu- 
ance ofthatorder. And what makes the case still more aggra- 
vated and suspic‘ous is this, that when the question was pro- 
pounded to the witness, who communicated to his friends and 
partners in spoculations in the public lands, and bank stocks, 
and Treasury ceriificates, whether he was not a party interested 
in these transactions, the witness stood mute, and refused to 
answer the question! And, sir, shall it be tolerated in this land? 
Shall it be sanctioned by this House, that a man, irresponsible 
to the laws, and unknown to the country, a secret spy in the 
Treagury, shail obtain information of an intended measure, 
which was at least a doubtful exercise of power on the part of 
the Executive, involving the currency, trade, and commerce of 
the country, and the value of every species of property of the 
citizens of these United States; and that he shall use that infor- 
mation as a matter of speculation, in connection with others, 
and those others high afficers of this Government, and yet the 
American Congress not have the independence, not have the 
political honesty to interpose its shield and protect the Trea- 
sury of this nation, and the people of this country, from such 
abuses of power? Why, sir, whan it was proposed to forward ` 
interrogatories to the deposite banks, and the receivers 0 pub- 
lic moneys, as to the secret emoluments of this agent, ¥ pro- 
pounded, or propored to be propounded, a question to this effect: 
whether the said agent was not engaged, directly or indirectly, 
with any officer or oflicers of the Government, in speculations; 
and whether he did not derive the larger part of his emolument 
in that way? the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Hamer,) one of 
the members of the committee, moved to strike out the words 
“ any officer or officers of the Government,” wherever they oc- 
curred; which motion wassustained by a majority of the com- 
mittee, but only bya majority of one, the honerable chairman 
(Mr. Garland) voting, as he did on almost every occasion, for 
the most liberal investigation into what we were directed to in- 
quire; a most important branch of which was, as to the amaunt 
of the agents compensation. Yet the majority of the committee 
chose to give so rigid and technical a construction to the resolu. 
tion under which we were authorized to act, that we were de- 
nied the right of proving to this nation that Whitney. in connec- 
tion with Aigh officers of the Government, was engaged in spc- 
culating upon this very Treasury order of the lth of July, by 
drawing specie from the deposite banks, and selling it as a mat- 
ter of merchandise, instead of applying it to the purposes of 
Government. That inquiry was suppressed by the majority of 
the committee, upon the motion of the gentleman before refer- 
red to, because, no doubt, the majority thought they had not the 
power to reach any gentleman connected with the Government, 
unless he wasin the Z'reasury Department, notwithstanding 
that every individual may have formed a arinership, a league 
of alliance, offensive and defensive, in this war upon the pub- 
lic treasure, with R. M. Whimey. That, sir, was the construc- 
tion given to the resolution of the House by the majority of this 
commiitee, 

Mr. Cusuman here sprung up, and announced that he rose 
to a question of order. 

Mr. Peyron. Did the gentleman move the previous ques- 
tion? \ecause, if not, I call kim to order. g 

Mr. Cusuman Said he understood the majority of the com- 
mittee had made theìr report, which was ordered to be printed 
and lic on the table, The minority of that committee, he un- 
derstood, wished also to present their views, and, having the 
leave of the House, had done so, making a different motion for 
its disposition. Now the point he raised was this: whether it 
was proper thatthe minority of the committee should go into 
facts Izid before them, until the whole proceeding, as contained 
in both renorts, should ccome up before the Heuse. 

‘ The Cram decided against the point, and that the gentleman 
from Tennessee was strictly in order. 

Mr. Cusuman again rose, and was about to proceed, when 

Mr. Payton said: Mr. Speaker, I shall object to the gentle- 
man’s being heard, because I have always understood the pre- 
vious question is not debateable. [Laughter.} 

Mr. CusHman. lask the gentleman if he intends to insinu- 
ate any thing from my course in this House? 

Mr. Peyron. Mr. Speaker, I do not know the operation of 
the previous question as well as that gentleman does, I had 
supposed that the sphere of its operations was circumscribed 
to the limits of this House; but, sir, Iam just informed that 
the gentleman moved the previous question on my friend froin 
North Carolina (Mr. Graham) in the late election in the Bun- 
combe district. (Mr. C. sent documents under his frank during 
the canvass between Graham asd Newland, in behalf of the 
lauter.) But; sir, the previous question was cut off in that in- 
stance by my. ftiend from North Carolina. 

Mr. Cusuman.. The gentleman is mistaken; I have not 
moved the previous question. ` : 

The Cuan. Order! The gentleman fiom Tennessee is on. 


the floor. 


Mr. PEYTON. 
tled, 1 will— 

The CHAIR 
House: is 

Mr. Peyton. But its personification just has been. K 

[Much laughter. This will be understood by a word of ex- 
planation. A distinguished gentleman from Virginia last ses- 
sion described Mr. Č. as the “very personification of the pre- 
vious question,” and he has ever since gone, in the House, by 
thatname. The gentleman is generally on the look out. for the 
eye of the Chair cn particular occasions, and it has been whis- 
pered.aside, &c. &e vice versa.—Rep.} - ` 

Mr. Peyton proceeded Mr. Speaker, I was proceeding, as 
well as Icould make myself understood, and it is very difficult 
for me even to speak so as to be heard, owing to a severe cold 
and accompanying hoarseness, in consequence of attending 
your night sessions. I say, sir, I was proceeding to show that 
there wasan agent here; that he was vested with great power; 
trusted with secrets; suspected of being engaged in heavy: spe- 
culations, and, in all probability, from the evidence, connected 
in those speculations with the officers of this Government, all of 
which tended ta corrupt its purity and to squander the treasure 
ofthe nation; and that such abuses required and called aloud for 
the exercise of the power of the House to shield the public 
treasure from further logs and peculation. 

Sir, we have established that this agency exists; that Reuben 
M. Whitney is the principal agent: we have also shown the na- 
ture and objects of this agency, and I have just glanced at some 
of the duties which appertain to his station. What isthe amount 
of his compensation? This is a question. which, it will be seen, 
is difficultif net impossible to answer, because the agent him- 
self and those connected with him refuse to disclose the facts. 
What is the character of his business? It is no easy matter to 
give a specific response to this inquiry; his powers are so broad 
and his business so general. I have alluded to one or two 
branches of his business, such as giving information of the 
forthcoming of the Treasury circular of the lth July; joining 
his friends at a distance and officers of the Governmentin con- 
verting that circularintoa matter of merchandise, &c, I- will 
now allude to another branch of said agents business, indepen- 
dent of his speculations for himselfand his friends: that Reuben 
M. Whitney has friends and partners high in office, high in 
power, who are so strongly linked with him, so closely allied 
to him, that to separate them would be like separating the 
Siamese Twins—it would be death to both; and hence they are 
hound to make common cause with him—compelled to protect 
him, Of this there can no longer remain a doubt. Look at the 
facts, sir. 

I propounded to Mr. Whitney this interrogatory wkile he 
was on his examination before the committee: In drawing u 
your protest, were you aided by, or did any member of this 
committee, or of the House, give you any advice, assistance, or 
opinion in relation to said protest? The witness answered that, 
so far as the members of the committee were concerned; he 
was not assisted, aided, nor counselled. But, when I came to 
press the other branch of the inquiry upon him, in all its forms 
and shapes, he shrunk from the investigation, said the question 
was “inquisitorial,” and therefore would not answer it. He 
could not deny but that his protest was drawn up in full consul- 
tation with some members of this House; else why did he an- 
swer one branch of the interrogatory, and refuse to respond to 
the other? j 

Again, sir, when called upon to disclose whe were his part- 
ners in these speculations, derivable, and derivable alone, 
through his power; as an agent or officer of the deposite banks, 

y 


Mr. Speaker, if the previews question is sct- 


The previous question is not. before the 


he demurred, and refused to answer. A 

When questioned as to whether he had or had not, since this 
investigation commenced, written to those at a distance who 
were supposed to be in possession of facts which might lead to 
Aimportart developments, making important communications to 
them on public matters, affecting the treasure of the country 
and the legislation of Congress, and whether ‘he did not, in con- 
clusion, mark these letters as “ confidential,” and holding up 
threats of ruin if they dared disclose them; to that question he 
also stood mute, and refused to answer. 

But, sir, there was one gentleman of the committee which the 
delicacy of Mr. Whitney, though on oath before the cominittee, 
would not suffer him to mention, whom he seems te have 
consulted; but it eked out in the investigation before the House. 
When asked whether any members of the committee, or of the 
House, did or did net counsel him in drawing up his protest, 
he swore that, from motives of delicacy, he would not approach 
the members of the committee, and had carefully abstained 
from all conrersation wilh them. Yet, sir, how does it turn 
outin evidence? Why, it was disclosed by the gentleman from 
Maine, (Mr. Fairfield,) in his evidence before the House, that, 
upon a certain occasion, he called upen the gentleman from 
New York, (Mr. Gillet) and found him and Reuben M. 
Whitney in close conclave together, after night, in the room 
of the gentleman from New York, and that he (Mr. F.) 
thereupon went away, leaving them alone in their glory! 
Now Reuben must have pretty suddenly changed all his ideas 
of propriety or “delicacy,” as he himself terms it, to have 
become bold enough to force himself upon a member of the 
committee. 

Why, Mr. Speaker, I unhesitatingly assert that he may have 
employed counsel most learned in the law, and skilled in all the 
rules of criminal jurisprudence, deeply read, and pre-emi- 
nently acute and ingenious in. quibbles and technicalities, 
bat he never could have got one ‘more true to him than has 
heen that very gentleman from New York. (Mr. Gillet,) a mem- 
ber of the select committee. And, I will say for him, that hè 
has been consistent throughout the whole of the investigation. 
Why, sir, I propounded a question of this character, to which 
he objected. Having been informed by a gentleman, well 
known here, of the first respectability and highest honor, resid- 
ing in Philadelphia, that the cashier of the Union Bank of Ten- 
nessee, coming to the city of Washington to transact business 
in relatioa to his bank with. the Treasury Department, had 
better sense than to call upon the Secretary of the Treasury, 
the mere man of straw, hke Maelzel’s automaton, in the 
hands of Reuben Whitney, but that he passed him by, and, 
approaching the source of power in that depariment, went 
directly to Whitney, taking care te deposite to his credit or'in 
his hands a bill or check for a thousand dollars, or some large 
amount of money. That he*ealled in the morning, and: Whit- 
ney told him Ae had arranged his business to his satisfaction; 
that the favors which he sought were extended. Unfortunately, 
there was not time from the 28h of January, when the informa: 
tion reached me, to get Mr. Van Wyck’s (the cashier of said 
bank) testimony. This, however, I do'know, from the highest” 


‘gourees, that he (Van Wyck) has said that. he gave Whitney a 
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check or note to pay him for his services. Now, sir, is, or is 
not, this a case of bribery? 1t must be so, sir. It could not 
have been otherwise; for his influence he received the money. 
Ido not reflecton Mr. Ven Wyck. Lasked him (Whitney) is it 
true or false? But when I propounded the question ke was 
mute—he was dim. ? 

(Mr. P. being called on by a member, (Mr. Beale, of Vir- 
ginia,) here explained how he care in possession of the above 
facta, by a letter received on the 28th of January, from a genie- 
man is Philadelphia, and that he drew ont the facts conveyed 
in that letter, in a series of interrogatories which he prepound- 
ed both to R. M. Whitney and to the late cashier of the Union 
Bank of Tennessee, A. Van Wyck] 

Now, sir, what does this estabiish? Does it not establish 
Whitney's power, and his abuse of that power by receiving a 
bribe of a thousand dollars for the exercise of i? Whitney 
could not, dare not, attempt to gainsay the fact. I instantly, 
sir, proposed the inquiry to be sent to the witness at Nashville, 
and have him examined upon the facts; but the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Gillet) objected, and recorded his vote against 
itupon the ayes and noes, as did the gentlemen from Maine (Mr. 
Fairfield) and New Hampshire (Mr. Pierce.) suppressing, or a 
ting to suppress, that important branch of the inquiry: 
succeeded, Nor was thisall. When it was agreed that 

the in‘errogatories [had framed should be propounded to Mr. 
Van Wyck, thegentleman from New York was found alone 
voting against his being summoned. I have since reccived a 
letter from a gentleman of known honor and integrity at. Nash- 
ville, confirming the statements contained inthe letter from 
Philadelphia, and expressing the regret of the writer at My, Van 
Wyck’s absence at New Orleans. T have, however, the 
Jetter from the gentleman to whom I have alluded, confirming 
the facis in every particular, and stating that the cashier (Mr, 
Van Wyck) expressed his surprise that the other bank at Nash- 
ville did notemploy Mr. Whitney. 

Mr. P. continued, , the Secretary ofthe Treasury travels 
a long way out of the issue, particularly according to.the strict 
constructi put upen the resolution of the House by the gen- 
tlemen from New York, and passes a high eulogium apon 
Reuben M, Whitney with regard to political transactions, He 
says, in subs:ance, that justice to that gentleman (Mr. W.) re- 
quires him to state, that he always held political considerations 
of no influence whatever in the selection of deposite banks. 
Thatis wha: the Secretary says of Reubea. Now, what does 
Reuben say to the officers of these banks themselves, when they 
make their application for the public money? Why, sir, he 
writes a letter to the President of the Planters’ Bank at Natchez, 
James ©, Wilkins, then a candidate on the White ticket for 
Congress, beginning as follows: 

“Wasuineton, September 30, 1835. 

“Dear Sin: When I wrote you last, I did not inform you that 
it had been represented here that you. wore, or would be, the 
candidate for the Senate in opposition to Walker. This I then 
considered was a tale for the purpose of operating prejudicially 
to the interest of the Planters’ Bank, got up by some one who 
was striving to direct a part of its Gavernment agency to ano- 
ther institution,” &e. &. &e. 

Yes, says he, when he first heard it, he believed it to bea 
calumny, a “tale” got up by “some one who was siriving to 
direct a part of its Government agency to another institution.” 
Was it, then, a crime to run for the Senate in opposition to 
Walker? He then goes on to lay down his doctrines, some of 

` which are very sound, but winds up by stating that he would 
consider it proper to remove the deposites from any institution 
employed as the fiscal agent of the Government which should 
be hostile to the administration. This is no interference in 
politics! Reuben M. aries is entitled to all praise on ac- 
count of abstaining from such interference! So swears your 
Secretary. a 

Take, Mr. Spzaker, the case of the Nilnois Bank. His con- 
duct in that Instance was the most outrageous, impudent, over- 
bearing, reckless exercise of power which was ever perpetrated 
by any man in office, and this known to, and counived at by, 
the Secretary of the Treasury. An application was made by 
rhe Illinois Bank to become one of the depositories of the pub- 
lic money; and then began a fair test of Whitney’s power, po- 
litically speaking, for this was altogether a political contest. I 
believe I can say that the evidence is in existence showing that 
every one ef the representatives in Congress from Mtinois re- 
commended the bank of that State to be employedag a deposi- 
tory of the public money. I think the two Senators also united 
in the request. ‘These gentlemen were governed, as I hope and 
believe, by higher considerations then pa politics. They 
looked alone to the interest of the country in which the bank 
was located, and, rising above all sordid and selfish views, re- 
commended this bank to be selected, notwithstauding its officers 
were known to be politically opposed to the administration. 
Well, what was the result? Whitney opposes it, and puts 
vete upon He stands up against the bank. ‘he cas 
applies to him; no, Eam wrong, one of the directors applies to 
Reuben M. Whitney, the cashier having wriiten to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, who had not, it would seem, answered 
his letter, but he appeared to be disposed to decline any cor- 
respondence on the subject, because it would have to be placed 
on filein the Department. Correspondence is often carried on 
through this dark and suspicions organ of communication, 
Reuben M. Whitey, though the final consummation, the mere 
matter of form, is transacted through the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury. One of the directors writes to Reuben M, Whilney, 
offering him a large reward, as much as the other basks gave 
him, and asked him to obtaia from the Secre‘ary o! the Frea 
sury areply to the cashier's letter. Reuben replied, “I must 
be ank with you; candor compels me to say that charges af 
the most serious character are brought against your bank.” 
And what are these charges, Mr. Speaker? Why, Whitney 
says the charter has heen violaied by the manner fn which the 
stock was taken. That is one allegation—a mere pretext. But 
then he proceeds swinly to charge that seme of the officers 
connected with the “ Ohio Life and Trust Company” are stock- 
holders in the Mimis Bank, ard that these are known to be 
hostile to the administration, and that their object was to pro- 
dace a political change in the tes of Hinois, Missouri, In- 
diana, and Ohio. And, ina letter to Mr. Tillson, a director, be 
gays “there are serious charges against your bank, and I must 
tell you that, with any pecuniary sacrifices to myself, | wil 
oppese your application, unless you cnn clear your bank of all 
these charges.” And yet, sir, the Socretary of the Treasury 
says that Whitney abstained from all potitical influence what- 
ever! The result was, that the bank did not get the public mo- 
ney, was turned out of competition with the other banks, and 
the moneys agising from the sale of public Jands in that State 


pace peerage iat dt 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Executive Departments—Mr. Peyton. 


H. of Reps. 


were tranferred from it to the bank at St. Louis, Missouri, and 
the Commercial Bank of Cincinnati, of which he, Reuben M. 
Whitney, at asalary of $1,000, was the 
hake another case. The Bank of Michigan, at Detroit. says: 
“This bank desires to co-operate with the Treasury Depart- 
ment in its measures for the genera! gvod; aiid with that view 
solely, the proposition received from you (to. become its agent) 
will be acceiled to-in duc time? 
Take again thé case of the bank at 
There, sir, you will find the most flag 
ence and exercise of political power, iiroug? 
hey. upon that State duting the late elec! 
plied to become the agent of that bank, and the D 
almost on their knees to spare them from the tax he had 
exacted from other banks. “Look,” say they, “at our jnsuia- 
ted situation, cut off, as it were, from trade and con=nerce; 
you cannot expect to receive the same from usas from the 
other banks in the large commercial cities. We are willing to 
co-operate with the Government, and pay for all the services 
you may render us? Whimey, however, renewed his appli- 
cation for an annual salary in the most impo: i 
ing—what think you, Mr. Speaker? why, sending a letter 
Secretary cf the Trea and irom “a distinguished 
gentleman residing here, h ence of the Execu- 
tive,” withouta name, bat who speaks fer the President and 
the Secretary, pledging both to Reuben’s scheme, and both an- 
swering for Reuben’s fitness, and reconmmending his employ- 
ment. , When { moved in committee (he having 
been dis ye that letter ete the committee from 
ey re! ned, to testify in reference 
a majority of a committee appointed by this 
in and report facts shrunk, appailed from the 
the truth of that most 
What did this House it 
eived to ba an unj ise of power on 
oxity of the committee to the fairne 
Hon 1 offered a resolution requir 
209 Whitey to appear, enker before the 
commiitee or before the House itself) end answer as to the 
authorship of diat letter, and let i rosident, 
the $ avy of the Treasury, or 
i, or whether it was a forgery of your Treasury pet. 
what cou iid the House take? Tfasving the day before 
iseit upon its knees to Reuben 3 ney, it l 
ask him te come to bar! Having just before apy 
Hs bar, and gone away in iriumph, Hr èd to summon Him 
either before the commiitee or before the House. Have I not 


Burlington, Vermont, 
ant and palpable h 


And 


tit. 
Speaker, you have not only hambled yourselves to the 
President, and pocketed in silence his rebuke for appointing 
these committees, but you have humbled yourselves to the 
meanest and vilest instrument in the hands of the siaves of 
the President. Sir, you have humbled yourselves lo Reuben 
M. Whiiney! Now, mail bo lies, heretofore, that had any re- 
gard even to the formsof justice, or the slightest regard to the 
expectations of the people, in the appointment of committees 
raised for the purpose of carrying out any measure, but more 
particularly to carry on investigations like the present, which 
are always unthankful, and more or less perilous to those 
charged with them, the Speakers of all deliberative bodies have 
heretofore never failed to appoint majorities In favor of the 
inquiries. “How is the case here, sir? Two committees have 
been appointed at the close of this Congress, for which we bave 
been battling for years past, but so near t ose OF i 

that we have only terenty-nine days remain 

lect testimony from all parts of the country, and sis 
bersout of nine of the committee opposed to the very investi- 
gation they were raised to carry on! Such an appointment by 
a Speaker is unprecedented ia the history of the civilized work!, 
But how can it be otherwise, sir? The price, in these days, 
which must be paid for power, is the sale and prostrution of 
every priuciple of honor, patriotism, independence; and, I 
fear, sir, the day is distant when we shall sce the Speaker of 
an American Congress dare to appoint Investigating commit- 
tees, a majority of which will be in favor of inquiry, how im- 
portant soeyerit may be to the presercution of the institutions 
and liberties of this country. No,sit. He who obtains place 
in these days upon the conditions annexed to it, wil! look down 
from his lofty height, from the Tarpeian rock on which you 
are tottering, and knowing he was fitted there as a party in- 
siriment to do the bidding who placed him thera, he 
feeiing conscions of the 
the little ciaim he 


ers Lilliputians. Ard 
ir, never! Any man who 
A 


laup to that point 
ucncesof a pairiolc, ag 


t aein, 
cted other- 


in the appointments of the ir 
while T chink of it, candor, honor, justice, 
ishanid say, and Ido so with the utmost 
chairman, (Afr. Garland of V 
cally to the ingui 
party tactics and p £ 
with patriotism, elevated him a 


in 7: j } 
tions--he has given a latitude of inerpretation to ihe resolu 


under which we were authorized to act, for the 


Sir, it is honorable to him, and he has risen hig! 
mation. Twish Į couldsay it of all the membe: 
mittee. Tie has raised a monument to hishonor and py 


which 


higher than the dizzy height epon 
{ Mr. Boon h erposed a, 
da nere were loud cries of “ao oni 
isted on his motion, and Mr. Perr 
pelled to give way without concindin f 

The foregoing isthe account ofa very accurate and impar- 
tial report of Mr. PRY TON‘S remarks, as taken down at the 
time they were delivered. 


Mr. PEN TON submitted the following amendment, on: which 
he concluded his remarks in Committee of the Whote House ov 
the state of the Union. not having an opportunity to do so in the 
iuuse on the uight of the 2d of March: 

Rue. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President, by 

onsent of the Senate, shall appoint an 

officer, to be called the Superintendent of the Public Deposites, 

whose duty it shall be to manage and superintend all the cor- 

respondence, business, and interests connected with the deposite 

banks, under the di on of the Secretary of the Treasury; and 

correspondence and all otuer proceedings shall be deem- 

cial, and regularly filed and kept with the other papers of 
the Treasury Deparanent. 

See. 4 And be tt further enacted, That said Superintendent 
shall receive a fixed annual compensation of three thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

Bec. 5. Andbeit further enacted, That no bank shall. be 
continued or hereafter selected as a depository of the public 
money, unless such bank shall expressly stipulate tha‘ all corres- 
pondence and other proceedings, between said bank and the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, or between said bank and said Super. 
miendent, or ner person or persons, touching the public 
deposites, their Custody, use, or disbursement, shall at all times 
be « s for the i on oy examination vf any committee of 
elciner 
Mr. € 


it-for its con- 
at agent should 
y near the Treasu- 
and an ouifit; kis charac- 
mould be received; his 


ch 
longer exist. 'T 
ry Deparorent should have a sal 
ter should be known; his credentials 
compensation provided for by law; his correspondence should 
be public, inasmuch as 1t appertaiis to the public inlerest: and 
this secre! collusive, fraudulent and intimacy which has so long 
existed should be broken up. ` 
r, there is an agent, or an officer of the deposite banks or of 
the Treasury, now Jiving in this city, with a salary, as has been 
pròven, ofnear seven thousand dollars perannum; and yet, sir, 
a rl lary and the extent of his power are un- 
known, and th of ins revenue bave scarcely beer: touch- 
ed or fathomed, for, from upwards of ninety deposite banks, the 
sciect committee have rot received returns from half the num- 
yet his direct compersation is now preven to be near the 
ov under, of $7,000 per annum, from eleven or twelve 


irman, the au 
an officer of your 
7 for making pr 


ion arises, is there a necessity for 

; Tf so, thre must be a ne- 
sealary. Ifthere be no such 
it to declare it by rejecting the amend- 


ie broad iuvestigation which has been attempted to 
to the nature of this agency, the cbaractersof the 
agenVs business, the amount of his conmipersaon, the time has 
m as You know, (Mi, Pierce of New Harapsture, one of the 
select committee, then occupied the chair] short ond limited, 
so much so indeed that it was impossible to ascertain the na- 
ture or extent of either. On the 20th of January, as you 
wejl remember, in the committee resolutions were proposed, 
calling upon all the receivers and officers ata distance to. fur- 
pish the committee with such information as they were pos- 
sessed of touching the subject of our iuvestigation, They. 
passed upon that day, and upon the 18th February ‘you will 
remember that a motion was made and carried in the com- 
mittee that no further testimony be taken; allowing, therefore, 
only twenty-nine daya to carry on this most extended corres- 
pondence. But, sir, the want of time was the smallest difti» 
culty with which he had tò contend. We bad to contend with 
the whole power of the Executive, which was interposed, at 
every p and stage of the inquiry, to shield this agent, to 
suppress juguiry; and wih such encouragement, such counte- 
nauce, and sued support, that agent eated the commiuee 
jiself with content day after day, and time after time. Sir, 
we passed resolutions requiring that the wimess should answer 
all questions of a public nature propounded to him; he re- 
sponded by demanding that we should decide upon the prelimi 
nary question, his application for a week’s delay, Even that 
the cemmittee yielded to lim, and then he finally refused to 
answer at all; and be was not only supported by a majority of 
the committee in these refusals, but he was supported also by 
the same body, sir, which appoint- 
ing to confer upon it the power, and 
ain all that he or any other 
ne in reference to the subject 
Fe persists in his refusal, and 
of the committee and of the 
to appear atthe barof the 
st imperiant subjects of the 
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be discharged.” Have I been ‘misinformed? ‘The gentioman 
cananswer. Did not that gentleman, in company with a gen- 
:tleman from ‘his own State, perhaps one of his ‘constituents, 
visit the: President a short time since; atid in that visit did not 
the President denounce my friend and myself in ‘strong 
terms, and say we oughtto be punished, and Whitney dis- 
charged? : 

Now, sir, what was the coursé of the witness himself? This 
innocent man! Why, he avails himself of that protection 
which authorizes a man to refuse to testify against hitiself; a 
provision made for felons and malefactors, and never sought to 
be pleaded by any’ man who is not conscious of guilt. Let me, 
‘sir, allude to an illustrious example in history. When the Go- 
vernor General of Hindostan, the celebrated Warren Hastings, 
was arraigned at the bar of the British House of Commons, 
“upon charges impeaching his character, his official conduct, 
‘and his honesty, what did he say? Why, sir, even aman stand- 
ing in the high and elevated. position of Governor General of 
Hladostan, dared not assume the high ground this Whitney has 
taken in defiance of the American Congress, and in the face of 
the. American people, 
days in which to make the refutation of charges it had been 
Wie labor of his accusers, armed wiih all the’powers of Parlia- 
ment, to compile during as many years of almost undisturbed 
leisure.” 

Yes, sit,.the British Parliament armed its committees with 
all its poivers, Whatever power the one had, was bestowed 
upon the other; and so should it be in the American Vongress, 
‘Yet, sir, here was a committec of investigation, with a majori- 
ty of six to three of its members politically opposed to the 
very object for which the committce was raised. I am not, 
however, to be tinderstood as including the honorable chairman 
of that commuttee (Mr. Garland) in any thing that I may say. 
My allusion is to the appointment ofthe committee by the 
Speaker of the House. Now, let me ask, what power have 
three ‘against six? Even when our honorable chairman, in his 
‘pairiotic, just, and upright feelings, voted with us, which he 
very generally uid, we were then only as four to five, and what 
could we do? 

Siv, Warren Hastings further. observes: “ If truth can tend 
to convict me, I am content to be myself the channel to con- 
wey it? 

Yes, sir, that was his language: © Iftruthcan tend to convict 
me, Lamcontentto be the channel to convey il? Warren 
Hastings, if guilty, knew the importance of assuming at least 
he semblance: of innocence, : 

What a contrast does this conduct present to Whitney’s! 
When we propounded questions to him, as to his connection 

‘with the public treasure, his connection with the deposite 
banks, and his fraudulent speculations in stocks and lands, he de- 
clined to answer. Tle then changes the position he had as- 
sumed inthe Globe. Hs had advertised himselfas an injured 

all and every 


and-skulks under what he conceives to be his privilege—a pri- 
vilege always assumed by a man conscious of guilt, of not being 
his ownaccuser. Why, this very plea is tantamount to an ac- 
ploy edemont orbs guilt, and will be so held by the American 
eple. 

PPh allude, sir, briefly to only one other evidence to the 
same effect, in which the majority of the committee made a 
similar interposition calculated to suppress inquiry, and £ will 
then proceed to the consideration, more directly, of tho amend- 
ment Thave offered. Hore was a question I propounded to 
William Ð. Lewis, cashier of the Girard Bank at Philadelphia, 
and he took the same ground that Whitney did with regard to 
disclosures of correspondence, 

`+ ©3, Tn the evidence of the president of said bank and your- 
self, you state that his (My. Whimey’s) annual mpensation 
was autis, $50), ind that upon cach of two as l uns 
deratand the evidence, he received a gratuity of $500, in addi- 
tion to his regular compensation, Will you have the goodness 
to explain to the committee for what extra or other services 
said allowances was made, if said services were rendered for the 
said bank aga fiseat agont of the Government, in and about the 
public mnoriey on deposite, or to be on deposite in the same? 

& Mr. Gillebobjected to this question, which was decided in 
the negative by the following vote: 

* Ayes--Messra, Garland, Martin, Peyton. 

t Noes—Messrs. Pieroe, Fairdeld, Gillet, Hamer.” 

“9. The. president of the Girard Bank, of which you are 
cashier, expressed a willingness to annex ta bis statement here- 
‘lofore seat to the commitice. copies of every thing contained 
orders, vations, Contracts, corre- 
s aud memoranda,’ referred to in the interrogatories 
npon which lestimeny was taken, frony “1 to 10, and from 
18 to RL, inclusive, and from 25, 26, and 31) ‘bat abstained from 
doing so, because he wasasvare that the cashier (you) was about 
being examined as a witness under the same conan 
upon thess identical inierrogatories, dsc. and he fu 
that he (meaning yonrself) eff! annex to his deposition aut the 
copies called for, and which it would be in his power to give, 
except of the, corresponilence directly from and to the Secretary 
of the ‘Troosury, which is voluminous, &c. State, ifyou are 
Willing; at this time, to give copies, ot answer questions as to 
the. purport: of the memoranda, letters, &e. above referred to 
Ifyea, annex copies, of state the-purport of the same, if in your 


Gillet objected to this“question, which was decided in 
mative by the following vote: 
Me Garland, Pierce, Fairfield, Peyton, Hamer, 
Gillet, Martin. 
“The question was put to the witness, who replied as follows: 
“Answer. Tam not. ; 
“Does or does not the correspondence, copies of which you 
have herstofore, in your testimony T still decline to lay’ be- 
före the committee, between yourself as cashier ef the Girard 
Bank, dad R. M. Whitney i of that bank, relate to the 
pudlic money in or out of its use, or the expected-use, 
of the saraet “Anil state, fart aiel correspon- 
dence, upon the side. of said + d confidential; 
and, further, whether you have re 
the pecuniary interest of said bank, if you were to make a dis. 
tlesare of the same? 
“Mr. Pierce objected to this question, Which wes decided in 
the negative by the folluwing vote: 
: MC Ay=-Mr, Peyton. 
‘“Noes~-Messrs. Garland, Pierce, Fairfield, Gillet, Martin, 


f a 7 Do you know the facts upon which the president of said 


“Mr. Hastings said he had only five: 


ons to apprebend injury to’ 


bank differs with you in relation te the propriety of producing 
said correspondence? If yea, state what are the facts, . : 

“ Mr. Pierce objected to this question, which was decided in 
the negalive by the following vote: . 

“ Ayes—Messrs. Garland, Fairfield, Peyton. 

t Noes—Messrs. Pierce, Gillet, Martin, Hamer. , 

“8, Has or has noi R: M Whitney been compensated, direct- 
ly or indirectly, for services rendered, or supposed to be ren- 
dered, to any deposite bank, or company, or individual, in pro- 
curing the use of money for or from any deposite bank, since 
he has been acting as agent for the deposite banks, or some of 
them? Speak from information which you may have received 
from him, said Whitney, or any agent or officer of said banks, 
or within your own knowledge, if any such exists. on g 

“ Mr. Gillet objected to this question, which was decided in 
the negative by the following vote: 

“ Ayes—-Messts. Garland, Martin, Peyton. 

& Noes—Messrs. Pierce, Fairfield, Gillet, Hamer. 

“9. Is not R. M. Whitney a stockholder; if yea, to what 
amount, in any of the deposite banks at this time? i 

“Mr. Pierce objected to this question, which was decided in 
the negative by the following vote: 

“« Ay—Mr. Peyton. 

“ Noes—- Messrs. Garland, Pierce, Fairfield, Gillet, Hamer. | 

“10. Who wrote the original, of which the letter exhibit A is 
substantially a copy? At what time did Mr. Amos Kendall, if 
ever to your knowledge, come to a knowledge of the existence 
of such or a similar plan as is therein contained? ; . 

“Mr. Gillet objected to this question, which was decided in 
the negative by the following vote: 

“ Ayes—Messra, Garland, Peyton. 

“ Noes—Messrs. Pierce, Fairfield, Gillet, Hamer. i 

“IL. Has, or hasnot, the bank of which you are cashier, de- 
rived information from R. M. Whitney, which enabled it to use 
public money on deposite advantageously for itself, or its friends, 
in speculation? 

“Mr. Gillet objected to this question, which was decided in 
the negative by the following vote: 

“Ayes—Messts. Garland, Peyton. z 

“Noes, Messrs. Pierce, Fairfield, Gillet, Hamer. 

“12. Did you hold a conversation with R. M. Whitney on the 
subject of the issuance of the Treasury circular of July 11, be- 
tore its issuance: if yea, what information did he possess and 
communicate on that subject? 

“Mr. Fairfield objected to this question, which was decided 
in the negative by the following vote. 

“Ay—Mr. Peyton. r 

“Nees—Messrs. Garland, Pierce, Fairfield, Gilict, Hamer. 

“13. Could, or could not, large speculations have been made 
by banks, companies, or individuals, in consequence of know- 
ing in advance that such a circular as that of July 11 last would 
be issued? Ifyca, state the modus operandi. 

“Mr. Fairfield objected to thìs question, which was decided 
in the negative by the following vote: 

“Ay—Mre. Peyton. 

“Noes—Messrs. Garland, Pierce, Fairfield, Gilt, Hamer. 

“14, Do you, er do you not, know that R. M. Whitney did 
communicate that information to his friends; and that darge 
speculations were made by them in consequence of that infor- 
mation? 

“Mr. Fairfield objected to this question, which was desided in 
the negative by the following vote: 

“Ay—Mr. Peyton. 

“Noes—Messrs. Garland, Pierce, fairfield, Gillet, Hamer.” 

My friend from Virginia being absent, as he was almost all 
the time, at this period, engaged in the labors of the other com- 
mittee. 

This, sir, affords a pretty fair sample of the views and the 


construction given by the majority of the comwittee any 
power of inquiring tito the indirect compensation derived by 
this agent in speculations with companies or individuals; and 
taken in. connection with the course of the President, and the 
Fouse itself, as well as the witness and some of the deposite 
banks, an imperfect idea may be formed of the difficulties with 
which the minority of this committee had to contend. But, 
Mr, Chairman, I will call the attention of the committee for a 
short tine, for I do not mean to trespass on its patience, to the 
first resolution adopted by this majority, and then E will take 
up the testimony of Mr. Woodbury, and of one of his clerk 

I will show, sir, and convince any man in this House, of what- 
ever party he may he, who will give his ears to n¥y statement, 
and do himself the justice ta think, that the testimony and the 
resolution are in the direct face of cach other. If F fail in 
doing so, E wil surrender every thing like judgment in the case. 
ifere is the resolution: 

“Resolved, (as the opinion of this committee) That the seye- 
ra] banks employed for the deposite of the pubiic money have 
not all, or any of them’—mark that word “any” Mr. Chair- 
mai—“have not all or any of them, by joint or several contract, 
employed an agent to reside at the seat of Government, to trans- 
act (heir business with the Treasury Department.” 

Well, sir, here is a declaration sufficiently explicit. The 
deposite banks have not, “any of them,’ employed an agent 
here to transact business with tue Treasury Department.” 

Twill now read a single clause from the test‘mony of the 
chief clerk of the Treasury Department, Mr. McClintock 
Young  Hereis what he says on oath: 

“1. State all you may know upon the subjects of inquiry 
contained in the resolution of the House, which is now before 
you. 

“Answer. There is an agent of some of the deposite banks 
residing in Washington, R. M. Whitney. My information on 
this subject is derived partly from letters from banks on file 


in the Treasury Department, and partly from having heard” 


Mr. Whitney say he was employed by some of them as their 
agent. JI know nothing of any agreement or contract he may 
have with any of those banks. ‘The character of his business 
Tbelieve to be to attend to their interests, so far as relutes 
io their connection with the depariment; that is, he attends 
generally to all matters in which their operations are required 
in relation to the keeping, disbursing, and transferring of 
the pudlic money. Those operations sometimes operate, as 
the hanks say, injuriously to their interests, and he has fre- 
quently. called on the Secretary, and other arrangements 
have been made, I presume and deliere on his representations, 
I know not what compensation he receives. Tam under the 
nupression’ that 1 haye heard him say that the three first 
SA banks:in New. York paid him one thousand dollars 
each. : ‘ f i + 

And yet, Mr. Chairman, this resolution, which was intro- 


duced by you sir, (Mr. Pierce,) and adopted by the majority , 
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of the committee, expressly says that not “anv” of the de- 
posite banks have employed this agent to transact their busi- 
ness at the Treasury Ðepariment! How can that resolution 
tand with the testimony of the chief clerk of that depart- 
ment? ` i 

` But, sir, it is possible to make this inccnsistency still more 
apparent. - I will quote the testimony of Levi Woodbury him- 
self; and although his answers are elaborate arguments, page 
after page, yet, sir, when we come to the answering part of 
them, he is compelled to admit this official connection between 
him and his friend Reuben M. Whitney. He is compelled to 
show the nature of the business transacted personally by the 
agent, Whitney, as the authorized agent of some of the deposite 
banks, with the Department; and by the Department, through 
theagent, Whitney, as an “ organ of communication” with the 
deposite banks. I will show jt all, Mr. Chairman. Let an 
man attend to the testimony of Mr. Woodbury, and disbelieve it 
ifhe can, I will first read a short sentence or two to show the 
“ official connection.” 

In speaking of Whitney and other agents, he says: 

“With all these agents before named, as well as many others, 
when transacting business for their principals, the offetal con’. 
nection of the Department has, in‘all other respects, as well as 
in these, been similar,” 

Again he says: 

“They have access to papers and every species of public in- 
formation.”? “But in the case of the agent of the bank, no in- 
dulgence of any kind is known or believed to have been granted, 
which, if requested, has been withheld from the agents on other 
subjects, and especially the agents of corporations, or persons 
in public employment, nor any withheld which, in other like 
cases, has, on request, been granted.” 

“I can think of no further explanation desirable as to the 
oficial connection between the agent fur some of the deposite 
banks and this Department.” 

Now, sir, I willshow you what that official connection is. 

“44. In the cases alluded to in your report of the Lith inst. 
where the Planter’s Bank, Natchez, and the Commercial Bank, 
Cincinnati, confided authority upon said Whitney, as shown to 
you ina written communication, what was that authority, what 
were the claims or requests made by him, what was the case of 
the Commercial Bank at New Orleans? 

“Mr. Gillet objected to this question, which was decided in 
the affirmative by the following vote: 

“Aycs-—Messrs, Garland, Pierce, Wise, Johnson, Hamer, 
Martin, Peyton, Fairfield. . i 

“No—Mr, Gillet, 

“Answer. The cases referred to in my report of the Ilth 
instant, where differences of opinion occurred, and an author- 
ity was produced, but not found necessary to be filed, were 
those of the Commercial Bank at Cincinnati, and the Commer- 
cial Bank at New Orleans I mentioned the Planters Bank 
only as one in which a general notice had been given, and was 
on file, as to his agency, anda copy of which was annexed. 
The particulary case of the Commercial Bank at. Cincinnati 


was, so far as I recollect, a letter which he held in his hand: 


and read, wishing him to request the department to change the 
place to which some of the transfers outstanding against it 
were to be made, such as from other parts of Ohio, or Ken- 
tucky, New Orleans or Philadelphia; and stating the reasons 
for the request to be, that. the’ banks in Ohio and Kentucky 
would probably demand specie, or be less accommodating 
as to the payments than those at a distance. I think it stated 
further, that an extension of some of the transfers. was desira- 


le, if the department could cénveniently grant it, and com- 


plained that the time already allowed ‘was too short. The 
agent also urged both these requests, assigning similar reasons, 
and that the time granted in several cases was less than that 
formerly alloyed, under like circumstances, to the United 
States Bank fo make transfers. F declined to change the 
places from Ohio and Kentucky, as requested, because, un- 
der the late deposite law, I felt bound to confine to the neigh- 
borhoed those particular transfers, till about money enough 
was placedin Ohio and Kentucky to meet their share of the 
anticipated division of the surplus and the current expendi- 
tures, rather than send it to a distance; but the time for 
some of the transfers, which seemed too short, I proposed to 
extend as long as seemed to me proper. He, however, de- 
clined taking such extension in behalf of the bank, unless, I 
could make it longer, thinking it would not be useful so litte 
extended ; and, therefore, Iwroteto the bank itself what had 
been proposed to him and his declining it, and that F should, 
notwithstanding, give the extension which to me seemed suita- 
ble, and the bank, if not accepting it, might pay the money 
over at the time originally fixed. In respect to the Commer- 
cial Bank at New Orleans, the application by the agent was, 
according to my recollection, with a letter, setting out that 
the department had, by transfers and warrants, drawn out, 
or proposed to draw out, ail or nearly all the public mo- 
ney in its possession, and wishing him to request it to Te 
voke some of the transfers, and possibly to postpone some 
to a much later day if none could herevoked. T informed 
him that the bank must be in an error, as, before signing a 
transfer or sending one, I was always careful to see that it 
would not reduce a bank too low. T sent for the clerk who 
had charge of the subject, and examined inte it critically, 
and declined to revoke any of them, as I felt satisfied that 
the bank and its agent considered the money the bank had 
heen notified it would probably be called on to pay the State 
of Louisiana during 1837, but for which no transfers had 
then been issued, and which J told him would not be issued 
when the time of payment arrived, provided the bank should, 
before that time, be drawn down too low. I informed him’, 
also, that the bank had, by mistake, included one transfer, 
in orver to make out its case, which had never been issued, 
according to our records; and hence I could not revoke any 
that had been issued. He seemed to be satisfied that the 
bank was right. Whether any extensions of time were 
given in this case I do not remember, but know that none 
were given beyond the period of the’ quarterly payments to 
the States, for which purpose these transfers had been season- 
ably ordered.” S 

Heie, sir, there is the AvTRORTTY, conceded by the banks to 
their agent, he holding in his hand the written authority, “ner 
NECESSARY TO BE FILED.” Sir, I am sorry for the character 
of the majority of the committee; I regret that this resolution’ 
should be as it is. i 

But I have not done. Although here is evidence which shows 
you the when, and where, and how, it shows you the mander of 
these bank transactions in all their details, as carried on through 
their agent. Not only has all this Business been transacted by 
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him, but Mr. Woodbury says that, upon some occasians, this 
agent tookan APPEAL trom his decisions as secretary to the 
‘President of the United States; and, not content with: that, he 
even went, or threatened to go, to Congress for redress. We 
have seen, from oné of his published letters, that this PRIVATR 
entleman seems to have a fancy for enlightening and instruct- 
Ang this opaque body, these ignorant members of Congress, on 
shis magnificent schemes of banking and legislation. That isa 
part of hisordinary duty, for he writes to the deposite banks, 
to these moneyed corporations, to use their exertions in making 
a concentrated movement upon this body, so as to produce 
gome stupendous pecuniary result favorable to them and to 
‘himself, and which would enabie him to fleece the people upon 
a more extended and liberal scale. 
~ Having proven the official connection, and that some of (he 
deposite banks transact their business with the Treasury De- 
partment through Whitney, I will now show that the Depart- 
ment has looked t0 Whitney as “an organ’? to transact. its 
business with the deposite banks. Here is the position assumed 
~by the majority in their last resolution, “that Whitney’s busi- 
ness is to communicate information VO the banks.” That he 
is a mere correspondent, and only half a correspondent at 
that. Ie communicates nothing From the BANKS to the De- 
partment; mark that, sir! 

Now, although this resolution declares, upon the character 
and responsibility of the majority, that such are the facts, Mr. 
Woodbury swears he is the organ of communication ro 
„and From the banks. Why, sir, 1f two steam engines upon the 
same track of railroad were to meet together, they could not 
come more directly and violenuy in conflict than dogs this reso- 
lution of the majority of the Select Comniittee with the testi- 
mony of Mr. Woodbury; he says, “occasionally they [commu- 
nications] are made through Mr. Whitney to the banks!” 
Why, what more can be wanted, sir, to estblish the utter false- 
hood. of that resolution? Mr. Woodbury then says, “Iam not 
aware of any letter on record from or to Mr. Whitney,”’ &c. Oh, 
no, sir! No letter “on record.” That was one reason for my 
offering the resolution Edid. Ifall be right, and fair, and hon- 
ost, it Ought to be there, sir. Itshould be “on record.” I want 
,to break up this secret, fraudulent, collusive connection, upon 
“which shadows, clouds, and darkness have so long rested, be- 
tween that ofticer and this agent. So much for the first and last 
resolutions of the majority, as sustained by thetestimony. * 

But, sir, the resolusions are not consistent with each other. 
The first, as we have seen, explicitly declares that not “ ANY” 
ofthe banks have employed an agent at the seat of Government 
to transact business with the Department, but the last actuatly 
acknowledges that there is an agent for som. purpose. But 
they say he merely transmits information Zo the banks from the 
Treasury Department, &c. Nothing is transmitted from the 
banks themsélves, through him, to the Department! “No busi- 
ness done by him. Why, sir, he is only HALF a correspondent, 
at that rate. A correspondent to send information t% a bauk 
Jrom the Treasury Department, but not a correspondent to 
communicate any thing from a bank io that Department. Sir, 
‘is that so? Is it possible that any one can have a doubt about 
it? Let us sec. 

Here is what Mr. Woodbury says; and let us see how it 

agrees with the resolution: 
_ #8, IsReuben M. Whitney the person through whom all or 
any of the communications, verbal or written, which are or have 
been made by the Treasury Department, or by you personally, 
„to the banks of deposite of the public money, of which he is 
agent, or ‘which are or have been made by said banks to said 
‘Department, or to you personally? 

“ answer. In reply to this question, if properly understood 
by me, I would state that most of the communications received 
from the deposite banks, or made to them, are direct between 
them and the department, though occasionally they are made 
through Mr. Whitney in behalf of some of them. 1 am not 
aware of any letter on record, from or to Mr. Whitney as their 
agent, exceptas named in my reportof the Lith instant; though, 
in some instances, I think, when making some request for in- 
formation in their behalf, he has shown to me letters, or held 
them in his hand, which he said were from them, 

When the application in their behalf has been made by him 


verbally, and no letter has been written by them to the depart.’ 


ment, it has been customary to make him a verbal reply, if the 
business was of little importance; but, if it was considered of 
much magnitude, a written communication has generally been 
sent by the department directly to the bank concemed. 

“ Other persons, as remarked in my report to the committee 
on the Lith instant, have been the organ of communicating the 
wishes of several of the deposite banks on several occasions, 
and in a manner similar tọ that above described as to Mr. 
Whitney. 

“9, Are most, or all, of the communications received by you 
or the department, from the deposite banks, or made to them 
by you or the department, directly or through Mr. Whitney, 
contamed in your communication of the 11th instant to this com- 
mittee; if not, where aad what are they? i 

“Mr, Gillet objected to its being propounded. On tho quos- 
tion, Shall the interrogatory be propounded? it was decided in 
the affirmative, as follows: : T 

“ Ayes—Messrs. Garland, Pierce, Fairfield, Wise, Johnson, 
Hamer, Martir, and Peyton. 

“ No—Mr.. Gillet. ; i 

, “The question being propounded to the witness, he returned 
the following answer. 

« all the communications made to or from the department, 
whether directly or through Mr. Whitney, which have been 
found on record or on file, and which relate to his appointment 
or compensation as agent, are believed to be annexed to ny re- 
port to the committee on the. Lth instant. Oe 

“But there are numerous other communications on other 
subjecis with the deposite banks, relating to their duties and ye- 
quests, &c. both to and from them, and which probably fil se- 
veral volumes, and are now at the department.” 

“8. The names of the banks employing said agent are, 
with the few exceptions before alluded to, unknown to me, ex- 
cept by rumor. ms a 

* Besides the Planters’ Bank at Natchez, aud the Commer- 
cial Bank at Cincinnati, copies of whose correspondence have 
already been furnished, I think that in one. or two cas of cif- 
ference of opinion as to claims made by the banks, i rough 

. their agent, and in those alone, a written communication was 
shown to me by him concerning the authority confidea by 
them. 

« Bat the final question in those cases not having been one as 

to competent authority on the part of the agent to do any offi- 
cial act in their behalf, but as to the sufficiency of the reasons 


in favor of the claims or requesis made by him, ant which ate 
believed not to have been acceded to, jt did not become neces- 
sary to ask the evidence of his authority to be filed; and no 
names are recollected beyond those above stated, except the 
Commercial Bank at New Orleans.” : 

He says, Whitney is “to be the organ, at times, of presenting 
their wishes to the Department in respect to subjects connected 
with their public obligations; and to procure here, and commu- 
nicate, the dest intelligence in his power, on the state- of the 
money market at home or abroad; on the condition of the cur- 
rency and of the exchanges; and on the supposed tegislation 
likely to- happar in Congress, either as to the banks them- 
selves, or as to heavy appropriations to be paid by them; and, 
in fine, on any other topic which he may consider Interesting or 
beneficial to his employers.’ 

Why notspeak plainly like that? Why make use of an equi- 
vovation? Mr. Woodbury swears to the facts. and why report 
a resolution directly in the fave of the facts, which overturnsall 
he has estirmed on the subje Why, 3t is impossible to make 
the case, by testimony, any plainer than he has done. .* 

i willnow, Mr. Chairman, come tothe next resoluiicn. 
as follows: 

“ Resolved, as the opinion of this committes, That no agent 
for the transaction of business between the deposite banks and 
the Treasury Department has been employed at the request or 
through the procurement of said Department.” 

_ How could they get Levi Woodbury to to swear that? No 
sir, they could not. I brought him to the hook, and he sworr, 
down that resolution “tote cw.” We always wanted men, 
under oath, to prove these facts; and, when we got them, we 
either made them disclose and prove them, or we made them 
skulk and shrink under the term “inquisitorial,” or eise they 
cravenly and conseience-stricken screen themselves bebind the 
cousticutional provision which protects a felon from testifying 
to bis own guilt. Weil, what are Levi Woodbury’s words? 
Here is the question propounded to kim: 

“Have you ever given a reccmmendation in favor of Whit- 
ney. or has he been employed through your procurement??? 

“None, saidhe, unless that iewer of the Sth of November, 
E24, can be so construed ” 

Mr. Chairman, that was the very thing we wanted. He 
would not himselfsay but what that was a leiter of recommen- 
dation for Whitney, and that it was so meant and so intended. 
he conid not otherwise; it would have been in the face of 
reason, au irect Violation of the most palpable construction 
of the English language, to deny thatit is as strong a recom- 
mendation as was ever penned by man. for both the scheme and 


Itis 


the agent who was applying for the office. 

But, sir, what does Mr. Ela, the confidential clerk of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury in that Deparoment, say? 

#1, Do you know of any application made by Mr. R. M. 
officer of the Treasury Departunent, cither for 


Whitney to any 
a recomineimlation to be employed as agent for any deposite 
bank, or foram agency or office in that Dopartmeni connected 
with the deposite hanks! 

“ Answer. I do not, further than is contained in the teller 
of the Secretary to him, dated in November, 1334, appended 
to the Secretary's answer, which [have seen.” 

Here, then, we see that Levi Woodbury and his clerk admit 
the letter of recommendation. Now, What is that Jetter? Tt 
was written in reply to Reuben M. Whitney’s letter of the 4th 
of November, 1834, enclosiug a copy of the celebrated letter 
froin certain deposite banks, written by Whitney himself, pro- 
posing to convert the Treasury Department into a Bank of the 
United States, with State banks for its branches, and placing 
Reuben M. Whitney at the head of a bureau in the Depart 
ment, to be assimilated toa committee in the bank, called the 
Committee on the Branches, thereby placing the whole fiscal 
coscerns of the country under bis a upreme control 
These were the propositions contained in that leiter. ‘Tt 
Whitney should be placed at the head of such a berean, with 
these powers, and for this object, with a salary of $5,000 per 
annum. When these proposizions reached the ears of Mr. Ta- 
ney, he never condescended to reply in writing to them. 

ifere is what he (Mr. Woodbury) says in reply to tue former 
application: j 

“To that application i made answer the ensuing day, stating 
what was my own opinion, and what was understood to be the 
opinion of my predecessor, (corresponding with my own,) that 
the Treasury Department, under sisting idws, bad no autho- 
rity to constitute any such officer or agency; and ¿f one was 
appointed, it musi be done by the banks themselves.” | 

Now, when Whitney approached Levi Woodbury with ti 
letter, it should be remembered when it was, and under what 
circumstances. When he came to Mr. Duane upon the 15th of 
Jane, 1833, almost three months before the deposites were 
removed from the Bank of the United States, he applied for 
this agency in advance, and the first sentence of his lotter sets 
forth— 

“Phat he having enjeyed the copfiience of the Pr 
a great degree, &c. and knowing the views of the President on 
the subject of the removal of the public deposites, &c. Flook 


upon that measure as definitively olved upon, se far as his 
views and recommendations have weight and influence. 1 
have good reason to believe that the President will forward a 


communication from New York to you, expre: 
and wishes upon this subject.”” 
Whitey furiher say 
# Į take the Itherty © 
the duties and to solicit the situation. 
He further states 
iï have never 
but circumstances lead me to think 
wise than perfectly acceptable to him. The onl 
whom I have mentioned the subject, connec 
verrment, are Mi 
ksi 
6 f hate glways wndersiood, G7 ven 
you were to have ihe situation when it ts cre 
Mr. Duane replied to this letter on 17th June, 
in that response to this impucent app oa hic raised 
in the estimation of honest men of every parry 
tried to introd . Duane to become 


the Trensury @e Jucio; and thereby save tuat ger : 
trouble for thi i f Me Duane made a very polite 
reply. and sai 


Whenever ihe President shall express his w ies in rela- 
tion to any subject of public concer, or with regard to your- 
self, I will so act, I trust, as to merit the respect of the Presi- 


7 as 
dent and preserve m 


own.” 
This array of high officers had no effect cn Mr. Duane. 


-saying 
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This was the last communication that passed between Mr. 
Duare and Whitney. 

He then; sir, comes upon Mr. Taney, backed by the recom- 
mendation of six banks, but with no better success than he 
met with from Mr. Duane. : 

Mr. Taney’s conduct merits the highest praisc, and 1 must do 
him the justice to say that he stated, upon his oath, that the 
statement of “Whitney, as far as regarded himself was 
FALSE; that he never encouraged him; avd, m his letter 
to Mr. Reverdy Johnson, he puts hie refusal on the 
ground. of that individual’s notoriously bed character, 
“his appointment would «be received, I am 
sure, with one general, universal feeling of disapproba- 
lion, by friends and foes Irillnever mortijy my friends by 
such an appointment, §c. Amos Kendall aiso denies, in his 
eviderce, having been consnitéd by Reuben M. Whitney, as 
stated in his Jetterto Mr. Duane. This isa question of vera- 
city batween Amos and Reuben, in which no honest man should 
interfere; let it, therefore, stand as a tamily affair between 
them. Butay ferwards, when Mr, Taney was gone, Mr. 
Daue swept away, and Mr. Woodbury cameo into the De- 
partiient, then we find Whitey there. Lasked one of the 
clerls, when did Whitney first come amongst them? Soo 
after Mr. Woodbury was placed at the head of the Departe 
imer, was the substance of the reply. ee, sir, then it was 
that Reuben M. Whimey became a “pet? vhe was taken 
to the Depariment--intò the bosom of th ecretayy. Let 
thesr. things be remembered, and that he ust setting out 
upon bis grand Northern tour, to make a personal application 
to Ue deposite banks toem ploy him as their agent, and that he 
was hunting up letters of recommendation to earry with him: 
the letter of Levi Woodbury of the 5th of November was 
obiaised, ond was used Jor that purpose every where hg went. 
Mr. Woodbury, as we have seen, did not pretend to deny it 
was iletier of reconmendation. y, in what company was 
this later found! Whitney also apphed tor, and obtained, 
anothar strong letter of recommendation from one, as he says, 
Shieh in the contidence of the President.” Here is the lan- 
guage of the anonymous letter its G 

“Pe President ant Secretary of tho Zreasury, I know, 
view this subject. in the same light that Edo, and will be grati- 
fied if the banks will nish such an agency; and, from his 
Talen.s, e 


yable/o them than that of Mr. Whitney, who has 
already been recommended to the Department.” 

Thi: js the letter, the authorship of whieh has been sup- 
pressed by a majority of the committee, and by ihis Louse. 

That letter was not signed. Tt was anonymous, but was Care 
ried in compacy with Wiat of Mr. Woodbury. "The bank-at 
Burlington, Vermont, belore whom they were laid, sait, in re- 
ply, “that, in all business transactions with the Government, 
they [be Board of Directors] have and wish to meet their 
vices.” Now, sit, what was this which the Board of Direc 
tors cor sidered a Y business transaction wid the Gaverne 
men?’ It was the appointment of Reuben M. Whitney as 
their agent, Six, it was impossiole’to misunderstand this letter 
ef Mr. Woodbury. Take the construction put upon it by the 
Moyamensing Bank of Philadelphia, when it was laid before 
that bank. as a recommendation of Mr. Whitney- In a resotu- 
tion of the Board referring to this letter, they say: “R, M. 
Whitney, Esy. coming highly recommended, &c. we do there- 
fore employ him,” &c. his was the only leuer of recommen- 
dation, as it appears, before the Board, and they consider it a 
high recommendation of Mr. Whitney. Yet, in the face of all this 
testimony, we havea resolution from the majority of the select 
committee, declaring that he has not been employed at the re- 
quest or through the procurement of the Treasury Department, 
hal, sir, is the resolution. Hereis the proof How, let me 
ack, can they stand together? Many of our friends have mani- 
fesied no Hite uneas 10 me, knowing die multitude of difi- 
evlties rows in th yof this investitationy but Lean tell 
them, Mr. Chairman, with confidence, that, when they sec how 
inuch direct positive proof we have elicited, they will admit 
that all we Lave ever said, ever thought, or imagined to have 
exisied, will fall far, very far,short of the developments which 
are made. l have bi asionished mysel’ at the evidence 
brou 


. Chairman, 1 will call the attention of the Fouse to 
x subject upon this branch of the case. You all re- 
member ihe cele! ury circuler of the 20ih of Au- 
gust, 1835, in whi a umel upon bimself the power 
be what bank nutes shouid or should not be received 
at for the pul à which winds up with a 
t upon aay violation of his orders, he was authorized 
by the Secretary of the Treasury lo say that “us [the Secreta» 
ry!] would take prompt measur! dee. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, your how this was d 
ed, attempted to be concealed, and bow the Giebs published 
mutilated accounts of it; and yet, sir, when we get Mr. Wood- 
bury and even Reuben Whitucy himself upon ihe siand, they 
both acknowledge it to be genuine! that itis a lone fide order, 
conieyring upon Whi ie power the circular purports 
d. Her a Sit, Which brought it out: 
owing janguage in any of 
ictions to any ofthe public ofi 
a copy of this to each of the 
joubt that they will act with such 
ce wil be done to any one of the depo- 
ould it ever be otherwise, and any one of the 
eved, | am authorized by the Se- 
that he will take ti 


ied, evad- 


o my printed let of the 
1,2) in which will be found 


ae committee t 
l of August, 1036. ppend: 
the paragraph quote! 

“ujn effecting the arrange: 
d by sı 


of ia that jetter, a 
that the banks and 
y wich each other; and 
ks raigh subjeci to impos. s under 
ements rey euivred intu, {commit ted the same 
to the & tary of ine Treasury: who, viewing, as I believed, 
the arran; tan important one for the community, anid for the 
purpose, as I supposed, ofinspiring the banks with confidence 
that they would hot be imposed upon, {oid me I migut commu 


ri 


lhe ar 


rience, and fidelity, no appointment would be, 
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| Ricate the substance of what is contained ia the concluding part 
Of the quotation, though probably in other words. ` 
< 2¢Phat printed leiter was forwarded tothe public land receiv- 
-ers by meas a mere matter of inforniation, but not of instruc- 
tions.” 
^ Now, six; that that statement of Reuben Whitney is true can 
Be shown by the facts and circumstances of the transaction: Mr. 
‘Woodbury knowing his intention of sending the circular, and 
actually franked that very circular, to those receivers and those - 
banks, knowing what it contained, as he in effect admits himsolf 
I will cite the question propounded to Reuben Whitney himself 
on this subject of franking: x y 
< #34. Have you or bave you not issucd such circulars as are 
, above metioned to any other officer or officers of the Govern- 
ment? ‘Ifyea, to whom and when? either furnish the commit- 
tee with copies, orstate their purport if you cannot furnish 
- copies. à , 

“Answer, Ido not recollect to have issued any circulars, ex- 
cept such as were intended for the deposite banks, copies of 
which, in the instance referred to, were sent io the public land 
receivers, and for the purpose mentioned, A 

“35, In forwardingyto the pubiic officers and the deposite 
panks the before mentioned circulars, or making any other 
communications to them, have you at any time used the frank 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, or any other officer of that 
Department?.. If yea, state whether it has been your habit te do 


O. 

“Answer. The Secretary of the Treasury franked, or author- 
ized to be tranked, two or three of the circulars furnished to the 
committee, marked A, one of which was forwarded to many, if 

_mot all, of the deposite banks; and of one of them, a copy wes 
sent to each of the receivers, also (ranked by him; aiso tables, 
showing the condition of the deposite banks, which Ihave oc- 
easionally prepared, the character of which was, in all cases, 
made known to him, on the papers themselves being first shown 
tohim, Beyond these I do not recollect that he bas ever frank- 
sedy:or authorized to be franked, any communications to the 
banks, or to any person, whatever, of mine.” 

But, sir, another, and one of the strongest evidence that this 
iegitimate, collusive association between your S: cretary of 
the Treasury and this deposite bank minister near your Trea. 
sury Departmentought to cease. Why, sir, Rouben Whitney 
has access to every document, letter, anil paper in that.depart- 
ment, whether ii concerns the puhlie money, the deposite 
banks, ov any other matter, Not only so, sir, but he will go to 
your department, cuter the rooms of tho clerks, and take fram 
the files such orginal papers as he sees fit, and carry them 
-through the street to his own room, where he will keep them 
till the next day, or till it suits his pleasure or convenience to 
return them. "That, sir, isthe positive and direct testimony of 

` sonë of the clerks, Mr. McGinnis. It occured, he testified, 

“during the present session of Congress, A Senator wishing to 
„obtain some information from the department, instead of ap. 
“plying bimgelfto the Scoretary, he govs atonce into Whitney's 
room, tothe fountain bead of tufoimation, and Whimey goes 
into the clerk's office, takes down the file, and carries it to his 
own room. ‘Lhe statement of the wituess is, that he said 
Thomas H. Renton, Senator from Missouri, wished to obtain 
some information from him, and heaccordingly took the origi- « 
nal tiles containing it, passing down stairs from the third 
story of the building, passed along the avenue, and then enter- 
Jng at another door, took them to his own room, where he and 
the Senator kept them all night, and it was some time nextday 
‘before they were returned, when the fact was, for the first time, 
made known to the Secretary, who rebuked the clerk, bat had rot 
the boldness to rebuke Mr. Whitey. No, sir, it was all right, 
:80 far as he was concerned, for neither the clerks nor the Se- 
‘evetary daro resist bim, You have humbled yourself to bis 

ower; he is above you; why, you minst all bow ta Reuben M. 

Whitney as well as to his master! Not a word ef rebuke to 
him, sir; oh, no. ‘Che helpless, honest clerks, are censured, 
but Renben M. Whitocy is retained; and, although he is nat 
paid by the Beerctary, or nominally out of the public money, 
et he is under the same roof, jin the same building with the 

“Reeretary, nay, they nse the same wash baein, and Reuben M. 
Whitney can take almost any and every liberty he pleases. 
Hence his power, his employment, his enolanente. 

On another vccasion he goes into a store, and seeing same 
handsome paper that took his fancy, he instantly orders some 
of itto be sent over, and to be charged fo the department. 
CAPs right, sir, it was ordered by © dir, Whitney.” The wit 
nese, Mr, Sullivan, testified to this fact, and he produced his 
edger showing the entries corroborating tho fect. 

Not ery so, ey lat the Secretary of the Treasury has ac- 
knowledged upon oath instances where Whitney te for 

the Scerelary, where his talents were brought into requisition 
for the service of the Department, where atements have 
been sent to Congr secretary ag hisown. This i 
aigh We have two aneio link and write, and 
another to reecive the salary. Surely, the inking one ought 
to be paid, and itseems the salary of the other ought tobe te 
creased, or he ought to to be removed. I give my reasm, sir, 
He-must be hard run for cha Why, sir, he sent in to the 
cominitiee a aim for five. days’ attendaner, at two dollars a 
day; amounting tothe enormous sum of ten dollars, “The Con- 
gress of the United States ought certainly io increased his sal- 
ary, and make iteix thotisand and tea dollar But how did 
he get it up toten dollars? < Why, he would come to thec 
mnitee room, undergo an examination of half or three qu 
of an hour, or te d ay he-was compelled to leave the 
committee on off . Inthis way heimade ont seven 
days, and sent hisaccount, ia writing, by a confidentia2 mes- 
senger, With authorily to receive the money: but it turned 
out that no more five days contd be x out from the journal, 
by which he said he wou ned in this important affair, 
aud so he gets his toa de Mr. Chairman, is Levi 
Woodtu ry! Tt reminds me of a 
litle inc of him. ended the Ohio on my 
way home last suiamer, I was informed by a very intligent 
gentlemao who was educated at the same seminary with hin. 
He spoke of Levi Weodbury as the stingiest hoy In the whole 
school, who was never known to expend one cent. One day, 
however, (said he) he, in company with my informant, went to 
a-Jarge collection of the people, (an election, T believe) ana 
eontrary to all expectation he bought a ninepence worth of metik 
uneh, and divided it with bis friend. They returned io col- 

“lege; and, when this unprecedented act of Nheratity, on the part 
of Levi. Woodbury; was made known, many would not believe 

2 site What, that ke should buy a xénepence warth of mik punch, 
sand divide it with a-firend! it was incredible! And upon the 

“establishment ofthe fact, there wasa general fNumination in 
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commemoration of the occasion. And, Mr. Chairman, let no 
man disbelieve this punch story, after this zen dollar affair. 

{Notu.—-On the 10th of March, several days after this speech 
was delivered, Mr. Peyton cailed for a copy of Mr. Woodbury’s 
account, to be published with his remarks, but was informed by 
the clerk that Mr, Woodbury had withdrawn his account. Ten 
dallars saved for distribution among the States. } 

Mr. Chairman. one great necessity for legislation on this sub- 
ject, is the attitude assumed both by the deposite hanks and by 
their agent. It is this: ‘That the deposite banks are responsible 
only to the Secretary ofthe Treasury or his agent,butthat they 
owe no responsibility to Congress. - That is the position which 
they assume. Notwithstanding they have undertaken the charge 
of the deposites under the act of Cengress, yet they insist that 
Congress has no power of supervision or inspection over 
them, because i has delegated that power to the Secretary. 
Then how does itstand? Here is your ten dollar milk-punch 

Secretary and Reuben Whitney, who have entire and un- 
limited control over the treasure of the nation, from which 
thote is no appe Cenceive the case, sir, of the whole being 
seized, and a division of the spoils about to take place. Ac- 
cording to this doctrine, Congress has noteven the power to in- 
terp ose and save it! Thatis the position which they assume. 

What does the Secretary himself -tell you? That, notwith- 
standing from. the first instructions given by the Presi:lent, 
through Mr. Duane to Amos Kendall, special agent to visit the 
banks, and séc upon what terms they would receive the depo- 
sites, it was expressly stipulated that an agent should be ap- 
pointed, with full power to examine into the condition of them 
all, not, to be sure, touching their private affairs; and that, not- 
withstanding this power was contemplated in the first contract 
with the original deposite banks, and the insertion of such a 
provision in the recent law, yet, what dees Levi Woodbury say? 
Why, he says “Zhave not,and never will appoint such air 
agent”? Whatis the pretension now? Why, that the banks 
are the principals, aud Whitney their agent—a. shameful per- 
version of terms, siz, Reuben Whitney is their dictator ard 
their plunderer. Let-me give you an instance. 

Thice banks in the city of New York fixed his salary at 
$600 per annum for each bank. The Bank of America even 
passed -a resolution that be should have no more than that 
amount; buthe soon compelled them to reverse their resolve, and 
he demanded 1,000 from each: they yielded to his demands, 
We is now thoir agent, and is in the receipt of thissum annual- 
ly from each. 

There is another and a still more flagrantecase, The Bank of 
Burlington, Vermont, in reply to his tmportunities, almost 
goes on its knees to beseech him to have mercy on it; for that, 
owing to its remote and isolated situation, they have no need of 
anagent. Bat he renewed and repeated his requisitions, till 
they were diiven finally to makean unconditional surrender, 
telling him “we have employed you, but have fixed no 
salary ; we leave that to yourself?” And ke fixed it, sir, ac- 
cordingly, 

Now, Nr. Chairman, there is a peculiar way of managing 
these matters between Whitney and the banks; and as Tam 
in possession of it, and as every gentleman, of every party 
here, ought to wish to know it, I will read it for their especial 
edification. 

President of the Bunk to R. M. Whitney, 
“ BURLINGTON, Fed. 12, 1835, 

“Your letter, dated the 23] ult. is received, on the subject 
of an agency of the deposite banks. I have communicated 
the same to our board of directors, and am instructed to say 
that, in alt business transactions with the Government, they 
haveand wish lo meet their views and do the public business 
enstrusted to them to their satisfaction. 

_ “So far as this institution may be profited by an agency, as 
it respects business, public or private, they will cheerfully pay 
a sum commensurate to such advantages.” 

Cashier of the Bank of Burlington to R. M. Whitney. 

“ BURLINGTON, Jan. 25, 1836. 

“Being located in the same place where a branch of the 
United States Bank was established, and as we are a deposite 
bonk, where the branch has discontinued its operations, the pub- 
lic seem to expect that we cculdat once afford the same facili- 
ties and accommodations they have enjoyed when the branch 
was doing business. There bas been, on the part of our di- 
rectors, a desire to meet this expectation; and the consequence 
has been, that a very sensible change has taken place, political- 
ly, in faror of the Government; and as it is our desire to 
strengthen these sentiments, we feol that itis important to 
afford te our farmers and merchants the coming spring a preity 
extensive accommodatibn, especially about the time of the 
wool clip, * * * 

“My wish is, that you would have an interview with the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury on the subject of allowing the present 
amount to remain; or, rather, that the warrants in favor of the 
pension agent should not be made upon the deposite for next 
spring.” : 

i E. M., Whitney tothe Cashier of Bank of Burlington. 
“Wasnincton, March 18, 1836. 

“JY called upon the Secretary of the Treasury, and went to 
the Commissioner of Pensions, and can assure you that you have 
nothing to fear from the efturts of your neighbors. No other 
bunk will be employed by either Depariment, unless compelled 
todo so by the legislation of Congress. Mr. Everett, a mem- 
ber from your State, has been trying to have the pensions paid 
in another quarter, (Windsor, I suppose.) 

© You need not fear but I will icok after and protect your 
business.” 


From same to same. 
“WASHINGTON, August 23, 1835. 

“ As it may be important for you to know, asa guide in your 
operations, I can stale to you, that, until January next, I feel 
confident you may safely calculate upon the Treasury deposites 
being kept up to the maximum of what your bank can hold; 
say three-fourths of the amounts of capital.” 

Now, sir, does not that paper at once convince the most in- 
credulous that this bank applicd for the use ofthe public money 
for the purpose of effecting political changes in faver of the ad- 
ministration? It will not be denied that it-did have that effect in 
some degree, and that the bank continued to exert its influence 
for -Jike purposes, especially about the time of the elections— 
aboutthe time of the wool-clip—when they were td they should 
have libérally of the public meney; the people were literally 
fleeced—dyed in thewool, sir, dyed in the wool-- Tn the month 
of August, Whitney tells them ‘you shall have as much as your 
bank can hold’ for six: months to come, | 

I wish here to say, sir, that no man can feel more the neces- 


sity that I felt myself under, as a man and as a member of this ` 


ales 


body, to discharge what I. think should be considered a solemn 
duty to: my country, and a duty also to myself, to take the 
course I have done in this investigation. And, sir, I knew well 
what I would have to deal with. I may well say that, consi- 
dering the use mare of the Executive power, lam astonished 
wevhave been able to do any thing, but we have accomplished 
more than the most sanguine of us ever contemplaied. I wag 
assailed in the official journal, as you well remember, sir, as 
hving made a false and slanderous statement in regard to Mr. 
Taney and Reuben Whitney. Mr. Taney has himself testified 
to the truth of my statement, But, sir, I have had more to 
bear, and I have borne it more patiently from others than even 
from Mr. Whitney. Sir, I care nothing about Whitney. IfI 
did not think he was doing a serious public injury, his name 
nor his concerns would ever occupy my thoughts. Tsolemnty 
believe, before God and man, before this House and the conntry, 
that Reuben M. Whitney has been stimulated to treat me with 
rudeness, and with personal violence, Hence his course in 
the committee, where he cast, as it were, his offensive card in 
my face, coupled with the most insulting frowns on account of 
what Thad stated in relation to Mr. Taney’s refusing to counte- 
nance him. Out ofthat transaction statements have gone forth 
and been scattered far and wide, comments have been mace, 
facts have been sworn to, which, Mr. Chairman, never had an 
existenc*. Iam as charitable I hope as any one to my fellow: 
mren, but gentlemen have stated what I know to be incorrect. 
Sir, that my friend from Virginia (Mr. Wise) on that occa» 
sion left his chair, and walked with me when I went to Whit- 
ney, and rebuked him for the manner in which he had treated 
me, is not only unlikely, but impossible. Sir, before God, 
such a thing never happened! The gentlemen gave their 
statements upon oath. Well, sir; that only shows, perhaps, 
that they might have been at the time in a condition not to 
recollect any thing. I wasastonished at the gentleman fiom 
Maine (Mr. Fairfield) stringing together such a set of oaths as 
he did, and that other gentlemen should take a copy of them 
to swear to; nay, more, that there should be a coacerted 
Movement upon the subject of getting those oaths upon the 
journal of this House. Now, that I made use of unbecoming 
language 1 will not deny, because I was highly excited at tle 
time; but I instantly apologized to the committee. I would 


not have used such language, certainly, under ordinary cir.” 


cumstances of excitement. But, sir, that gentleman should 
calmly and deliberately undertake to make it a matter of re- 
cord in this House, is unaccountable, and wholly unprace- 
dented. Why, sir, the gentleman from Maine (Mr. Fairfield) 
strung together a set of oaths that would prove to every body 
in America that I was no swearer. He has strung them like a 
silly country girl stringing birds’ eggs; hen-eggs, duck-eggs, 
goosc-eggs, and turkey- eggs— mixed with a litte yankee pump- 
kin—out of time, and out of place, without sense or meaning 
in them. Sir, £ cannot account for this but in one way, es Tam 
unwilling to attribute improper motives to that gentleman, 
who is one of that class of Christians who consider swearing 
an unpardonable sin, but can look with perfect complacency 
upon the robberies perpetrated upon the Treasury by Renben 
M. Whitney. 

I say, sir, I cannot charitably account for that gentleman’s 
want of memory but in one way; and that was, the manner in 
which Dr. Gloster’s friends accounted for his mistake on a cer- 
tain occasion. 1t was during the late war, on the Northwestern 
frontier, when the Doctor, with a small detachment, ventured 
out from the main army, and remained all night. About day- 
light next morning he was seen coming panting and blowing. 
“Whats the matter, Doctor?” “Matter enough, (cried he,) a 
thousand Indians out yonder, firing all around the camp, 
and have killed every one of the boys!’ “Is it poasible! 
What party can it be?’ “Tecumseh’s party; for I heard 
General Tecumseh say, as plain as any thing Ph have Dr. 
Gloster’s scalp before day, by G—d. Well, sir, all the bovs 
sosn came in, one at a time, and it turned out to be nothing but 
the howl of a wolf which had alarmed the excellent Doetor’s 
fears so much. ` 

ånd. sir, the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Gillet,) what 
was his condition, that he is able to-swear with such particu- 
larity on every word which passed on the occasion? He was 
between a wild and a shy, peeping for a place to get out, like a 
wild turkey out of a pen, alarmed, no doubt, at the giant 
frame of Reuben. He knew about as much of what passed, 
as the lame captain did of the battle which he did not wait to 
see, You recollect the case of the lame captain, sir. He was 
in the woods with his men, and, suddenly coming upon the In- 


dians, cried out, *‘ Boys, here they arel” peeping under the. 


bushes, said he, “they aye very numerous, and my opinion is 
theypil whip us; but fight hard, retreat in good order; as Pm a 
little lame, PU go now.” ae 

But, sir, 1 forgive these gentlemen for all they have said, or 
thought, or have sworn against me, because [hope they be- 
lieved it. . 

Mr. Chairman. I have but one other question to ask, and then 
Į take leave of Reuben M. Whitney for, ever,—and that is, Who 
is he? How came he in the Treasury? Why is he possessed of 
so much power? Why, sir, gentlemen, under the 29th interro- 
gatery, have gotien a few favorable responses, “so far as the 
witnesses Anew, individually, as to his character for integrity 
and capacity.” They got hold of one man, a director in the 
Moyamensing Bank, who would not trust him with his private 
affairs, from his generel character. When we asked Levi 
Wo-dbury whether, from his general character, ke would be- 
lieve Reuben M. Whitey on his cath, the majority of the com- 
mittee wonld not let the question be put, even to him. Why, 
sir, Whitey invited an investigation into his character: he 
went to Canada, and Philadelphia, and Washington; and chal- 
lenged the world to inquireiote his conduct and standing. Yet, 
sir, whenever, in the committee, we approached his character, 
gentlemen shrunk back, ard proclaimed that we had no power 
to ascertain whether this secret Treasury agent. was an honest 
man and a patriot, or a rogue, bankrupt, and traitor. ~ 

1, sir, propounced the following interrogatories; which were 
rejected: 

832. Do you know R, M. Whitney’s general character? I 
yea, what is his character as an honest, trustworthy man? 
Would you, from his general character, believe him on his sath, 
or trust him when he was subject, by great pecuniary tempta- 
tion, to err? ` p 

‘Mr, Gillet objected to this question;. which was deeided in 
the negative by the following vote: 

“ Ay—Mr. Peyton. ; 

“Noes—Messrs. Martin, Pierce, Fairfield, Gillet, Garland. 

. 33. Has he, or has'he not, borne the general character, at 
and about Philadelphia, of having been a traitor; and.one of 
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© aries who were engaged in smaggling gold 
from the United States of Acacrice, tu pay the British troops in 
Canada, during the late war; and of having acknewledged and 
made a boast of the same to gentlemen 1m Philadelphia? Did 
he not sustain the general character in Philadelphia, after the 
war, of being the keeper of a gambling-house, or faro bank, 
in that city? Does he not now sustain the character of a bank- 
rupt, who is defrauding his just creditors, while he is living in 
the prison-honnds of this city in a style of, princely. extraya- 
. gance 
“ Mr. Gillet objected to this question; which was decided in 
the negative by the following vote: é 
“ Ay—Mi, Peyton. 
“ Noes—Messrs. Garland, Pierce, Fairfield, Martin, Gillet.” 
Now, sir, is Reuben M. Whitney fit to he trusted with the 
management of your treasure? Is he not a notorious bankrupt, 
now living within the prison bounds of this city? I have filed 
with the miaority report a transcript, which the commitiee re- 
jected, but which I obtained myself from the records, showing 
the amount of judgments now in damages against him in the 
court of this District to bz upwards of $95,000. Sir, we offered 
to prove, not only that Whitney wasa bankrupt, bat that he 
was guilty of the most dishonest practices to defraud his just 
creditors. W€also offered tu prove a declaration of Whitney 
himself, that, if his creditors would not compromise with him 
upon his own terms, he would take the benefit of the insolvent 
act. We could have proved that all that splendid and princely 
establishment of his belmiged, or had been made over, to others, 
and that he did not ewn a dollar in his ownname. And yet, 
he gives diplomatic dinners. His Britannic Majesty's Min 
ter lives not in a more costly and magnificent style than does R. 
M. Whitney. Ves; you who have sat at his board, and feasted 
at his table, ate the meat and drank the wine of his honest ere- 
ditors. Yes, sir, on the very night of that day when Whimey 
took his stand m contempt of the authority of this House, in 
defiance of its power, he gave a splendid dinner, and many, E 
know, of the members of ttis House attended. The President 
elect, the Vice President elect, and ail the heads of the depart- 
ments, went up to do nim reverence. Why, sir, he greatly sur- 
passed your tendollar Secretary. Nine hundred invited guests; 
$500 in champagne; not Woodbury’s sort, but the best which 
the public money could command, Sir, Jet me ask you, if the 
committee had then reported him for a contempt, what condi- 
tion would this House have been in the next morning to pass on 


his case? Would gentlemen here, with Whitney’s wine thump.’ 


ing in their heads, with his beef eaten the night before still un- 
digested, have been prepared to send him to prison, as a court 
of justice would have done, there to remain until he was willing 
to answer interrogatories? Reuben, perhaps, thinks, as many 
o'hers do, that the shortest way to men’saffections is down their 
tiroats! pi : 

Now, My. Chairman, it is a little remarkable that even gentle- 
men who were on the bank committee of 1832, where his perju- 
ries and his treason were proven, and who ¢euld not, conse- 
quentiy, have been ignorant of his character, were of that party. 
Many gentlemen doubtless went without knowing his charac- 
ter; some went by the force of example; others because, per- 
haps, they liked a good dinner more than they hated Reuben 
M Whitney, though they knew his character. 

Mr. Peyton here read from the minority report of the bank 
committee of 1832: : 

“There was one occurrence, during the transactions of Tho- 
mas Biddle and Co. with the bank, which merits particular 
notice. 4 : 

« An informer and witness, by the name of Whitney, who 
had formerly been a director of the bank, was produced, who 
declared upon oath, that, in May, 1834, twe of the cashiers of 
the bank had informed him that Thomas Riddle and Co. had 
been in the habit of drawing money outof the bank on deposite 
of stock in the tellers drawer, without paying interest; and that 
the president of the bank had diecounted two notes, ove for 
Thomas Biddle and Co. and one for Charles Biddle, without the 
authority of the directors. This witness stated that he went 
with these officers of the bank and examined the teller’s 
drawer and the discount book, and found the facts which 
had been stated to him verified by the examination. He 
also stated, to give additional certainty to hisavernments, that 
he made a memorandum at the time, with the dates of the 
transactions; which memorandum he produced to the commit- 
tee. Having thus unalterably fixed the date of the transac- 
tion, as if by some fatality, be went on to say that he immedi- 
ately proceeded inta the room of Mr. Riddle, the president, 
and remonsirated with him against the irregular proceedings, 
and that Mr. Biddle promised him that they should not occur 
again. 

a the interval between the adjour ment of the committee 
that day and its meeting the next, a member of the board of 
directors suggested to Mr. Biddle that he was, about the time 
of this alleged transaction, in the city of Washington. On 
examing the journal of the board, and the letter book, it was 
found, by entries and letters, that, for several days previous to 
the alleged interview between the president and Whitney, and 
for several days afterwards, the president was absent, on a 
visit to this city, on the business of the bank, and General Cad- 
wallader was acting as president in hisplace. Thus was this 
artfully devised story, which was intended to blast the reputa- 
tion of a high-minded and honorable man, through one of those 
extraordinary interpositions by which Providence sometimes 
confounds the contrivances of the wicked, made to recoil upon 
the head of its inventor, who must for ever stand forth as a 
blasted monument of the speedy and retributive justice of 
Heaven. 3 

& The following resolution was unanimously adopted by the 
committee, a majority of whom were the political friends of said 
Whitney, and three of that majority, to wit, Messrs. F Thomas, 
of Maryland, C. C, Cambreleng, of New York, and Col. R. M 
Johnson, of Kentucky, are now members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives: 7 ‘ das 

`“ Resolved, That the charges brought against the president, 
of lending money to Messrs. Thomas Biddle and Co. without in- 
terest, and of discounting notes for thet house, and for Charles 
Biddle, without the sanction of the directors, are without fomida- 
tion; and that there docs not exist any ground for che ag the 
president with having shown, or manifested ar: disposition to 
show, any partiality to those individuals in their transactions 
with the bank. y g 

“The following questions ware prapound 
when examined before that committee in L 

“ Question by Mr, Watmough: ; 

& Aow long have you been a resident of thie country? 

© Answer. I was born in this country. 


ed ta said Whitney, 


n à E $ 
: Senate. 


“Question by same: 
“Were you not a resident of Canada during the late w 
© Auswer. I resided there from 1808 to the spring of 1816, 
wien I removal to this city. 
“ Question by Mr. Adams: : 


“In what place in Canada did you residé during the late war? 


“answer, In Montreal. I went to Canada asa clerk. I 
afterwards became engaged in business on my own account. 
When the war broke out, I hada great deal of money scattered 
about in that country, having sold much on credit; all of which 
Ishould have sacrificed by leaving it when war was declared, 
I remained, therefore, having the permission of the British Go- 
vernment to do so. 

“ Question by Mr. Adams: 

“Did you ever ask permission of the Government of the 
United States to remain there? 

“ Answer. I never did. 

“Question by Mr. Adams: 

"On what conditions did the British Government permit you 
to-remuin in Canada during the war? 

“Answer. F tcok an oath to observe the laws of the country 
while I remained there: 

“Questicn, Did you understand that to be an oath of alle- 
giance? 

“Answer. Na; I did not, permanently. 

Not “permanently.” No, sir, he only took an oath of alle- 
giance during the war, from 1812 10 1816. 

Sir, this Jame apology, which places Whitney’s avarice in 
bold relief -with bis patriotism, is wholly uutrue. [He was a 
traitor, who obtained the faver of the King of Engiant by per- 
petraiing treason against his own country, as he did the favor 
of General Jackson, by perjury against the bank, of which he 
had been a director 

How could th ntlomen who were on the bank commit- 
tee, (Messrs, Francis Thomas, of Maryland, Richard M. John- 
son, of Kentucky, and Churchill C. Cambr z, of New York,) 
and who voted for that reso!ution which afixed to his name eter- 
nal infamy, how could they honor him with their presence at 
that dinner? 

{Here Mr. Tuomas rose to explain. Mr. Peyron then called 
on Mr. J. Q. Apams, to knewif what be had read from the re- 
port of the minority of the bank committee was not correct. 
Mr. Apams rose, and corroborated the facts set forth in the re- 
port. Mr. Tuomas replied; and then Mr. Apams rejoined.) 

Mr. Peyton resumed. Twill not, Mr. Chairman, repeat 
whatis better understood, and much more ably expressed, by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams.) Iwill take 
one admission of the gendeman from Maryland, (Mr. Thomas.) 
which will seal the fate and stamp the character of Reuben M. 
Whitney beyondredemption, Fe bears witnessto the horora- 
ble bearing and unimpeachable character of the officers of the 
bank, and says. they are incapable of falsehood, but attempts 
an escape for Whimey on the ground of mistake. That is im- 
possible. y Thomas Biddle & Co. “bad 
been in the habitof drawing money out of the bank without 
paying interest; that the president of the bank had discounted 
notes for Thomas Biddic and Co. and Charles Biddle, without 
the authority of the directors; that, on a certain occasion, and 
ona given day, he went into the president’s room, remon- 
sirated with, and exztorted a promise from him that he would 
not be guilty of such favoritism again. Now, sir, every offi- 
cer of that bank solemn'y swore that there was not one word of 
truthin any one of these charges. There is no ground for mis 
take; there must be perjury somewhere: the gentleman accuits 
the officers of thebank. Could the president have forgotten it, 
if Whitney had broken inte his room, and have given him such 
a rebuke, and have extorced from him such a promise? Jm- 
possible. Here I droy Renhen M. Whitney’s perjury. Let 
gentlemen reconcile it if they ean, andassusiate with him ifthey 
choose, it isa mater of faste, about which I will not quarrel 
with them, 

A few words more, Mr. Chairman, and I have done. 
the true patriot, quittivg his peaceful avecatiousin the wor 
shop, or the field, dropping his plough handles, or his 
regardless of home and its endearments, tearing himself from 
the wife of his bosom, and shaking off the children even that 
cling around his knees, rushed to the rescue of his bleeding 
cruntry; when the star-spangled banner, consecrated and hal- 
lowed as it was, and is, with so many and such glorious recol- 
ions, was seen streaming to the breeze, all bathed in blood, 
its crimson folds appealing to every Amer heart to rally 
around and defend it; when the cloud of war, mrig with the cin- 


a 
zi 


When 


Sth, General 
Jackson, with the 3 winning imperish- 
able renowi, and rearing to the American name a monument 
which will stand a landmark on the steepsof Fame whilst 
Mi ppi rell to the ocean, where, then, was 
Reuhen M. Whitney? A traiter in the hostile camp! ‘Th 

sworn subject end oficer of a foreign Power! A British com 
missary, sm ng gold, and driving herds to pay and ‘eed the 
British troo Could be, with one throb of American feeli 
in his bosom, have remained within hearing of hiw countr 
canon, pealing on the plains of Chippewa and Bri 
and thundering from the leaguered battlements of Erie, with 
trampling in the dust his traitor’s livery, and ad ting or 
to those which struck for victory and his native land! 


els 


LAs reported in the 

In Senate, Friday, February 
the tariff being still under c 
being on the motion of the H 
setts, to reduce the duty on salt— 
Mr. DAVIS arose and addressed the Senate 
forows: g 
I fee] it my duty, on this areision, ta say a few wards in re- 
ply to some remarks which have fallen from gentlemen on the 


other side, and which seemed to me to be intended personally 
for wyself anl my collcarue, as repiesenting one of the Eastern | 
Staies of this Union. My colleague is abundantly able to ane. 
swer for himself, and will, no doubt, de so in due time. This 
discussion has takeil a wide range, and it has been thought 
worth while to open the history of the taviffact of 1828. Many 
of us were witiesses of the transactions referred to; and Ido 
not regret that some time has been occupied on that subject, as 
it may be a means of sending forth to the country a representa. 
tion of some affairs not remarkably well understood. We of 
the North did not very well know how to account for it, when 
we saw you, sir, (Mr. King, of Alabama, who was in the 
chair,) and other Seuthern gi emen, voling to keep up heavy 
protecting duties, while, at the same time, yon inveighed 


with so much severity against the whole protective policy, 
Wew 


ve aware that there wes some key to the apparent 
zma, and now we have had the whole secret tally unfolded. 
We conid not, indeed, be so stupid as not to comprehend the 
gencral tenor of the act of 1399. Wanat was the origin of that 
act Th 1827, th who were or xin the weollens interest 
feltther weiive privileges secured 
to them under th hat been im 
tion. of Groat in, and they came w Congress asking the 
nent of such a law as 

ing as they had enjoyed une 
was had at that dime, tut th 


t of 1824. No action 
Di ation was renewed in 


which has not unfrequenity been, de: 
miinaiions, I do not know who first ch 
name Iam not persoarily answerek 
think the name v rauch m 
of the Dill occasioned a long d 


raied a Bill of Abo- 
stened it by this 
Je, although f do not 
sted. ‘The introduction 
x Instead of giving the 
found that the Commitee 
into the bill almost every 
thing. ‘Mere was a heavy protect hemp which 
pohody asked for; duties on duck, on ir although 
no petnion bad been’ p ted cating for nuy ane of them. 
We atuitously put into the bill; 
but when we come to Jook for wh s dong for the woollens 
interest, we find nothing atall, Weasked for bread, and-you 
gave us a stone. A high duty, itis true, was imposed on 
foreign woollens, but a proportional daty was laid’ upon 
wool, which completely annulled the benefit to the manus 
facturer. The bil was made to repond to other matters en- 
tireiy forcign from its professed object. We are not so ignorant 
as not to know that there were mixed consideratons of policy, 
and various interests concerned, jn a measure so complicated 
in its character, When we saw southern members voting to 
keep up high duties on iron and sail cloth, and hemp, we 
thought there was some hidden meaning which prompted such 
a course. Now, as 1 before observed, we have the full interpre. 
tation. ‘Phe policy of the South has been avowed, and we find 
that the obiect was to make the bil so drive those 
who had a for pro! But when it 
came t0 the final vote, mi “chemently 
opposed the bili, suddciiy Gerned about, and voted in its favor. 
This J could not do. So I, for one, followed exactly the course 
which, as it now appears, it was designed I should. I voted 
against the bill. Ta pe hewever, to the obvious disappoint. 
ment and surprise of many southern gentlemen, who had ealeus 
lared on the opposition of every New England representative, 
Ihave only adverted_to this history for the purpose of showing 
that we ofthe New England States, and especially the woolleng 
i 4 were selected-as the s ogoat; that while the bill was 
construciedin such a way as to satisty all the Middle and Western 
States, that interest which most. needed protection, and which 
had earnestly petitioned for it, was entirely deserted. 3 
Then came the billof 1832; a bill of somewhat the same cha- 
racter with that which had preceded it. I detiberated long on 
the course which ity to parsve, and, in conclusion, 
felt myself co t es Lhad against the 
bill of 182k. n came round, my 
Opponent company, and that 
Thad stood side by sida w c z against 
a bill for protecting duties: and it was thence argued, by a simis 
ing tothat whieh has been applied in the 
an enemy to tan, it was 
ted in 
` policy} 


oa Manufactures had intre 


the same way with avawed opponents of the whole tai 
Imust be set down as 

Thon followed 
also, end the tou 


with them in sentiment. 

> aN Hed to net upon that, 
ofthe Senate v ow that I voied in the 
eon the two forr é 


casion at tha 
that measure. 
da, and be 


5 
sale 


ject of pledges, 
embers of the 
nor seen 
e House to the ob- 

ido not know 


that it VER pi i ence 
to myself, but yesterday the Ser f i de the 
former remarks more pointed and per: ihat he 
had carefully war throughout the d listened 

hear, “rm Sen would acknowledge 


act asa bargain, and had heard no 
ofthem. He had heard no pledges 
iges to what?’ What pledges 
% Is he not in favor of 
act is Rohing more to 
paves the present 

the matter 


rom Fain agso- 
ured by his own 
cew dit 
on of the 
ons of the 
purpose of 
fare with the 
avow the de- 
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Reduction of the Tariff-—Mr. Clay. 


“Senate. 


the gentleman from Virginia, i 
parchinent? 
remarks, and «i 
where is the pro 
they avow their 
that we shall pledge ours 
pectation, then the pri 
that I can see. 
pose We rose in our place, and de 
be binging, would the honorable 
his course? fhe would, then 
isa mere experiment—a test? 
brought here with a view to its 
say that they are willing their sin 


ti 


the 


votes. For what, thea, do they want pl S 
wouid not aker their conrse if we should o 
course is wholly iadependent of any opinion of ours 


therefore, make any apology for 
T do not like to be calle’ upon 
pledges. 


But I have another word to say about this 


My opinions with regard to 
given at the time it pa, 
acquiesced in it, as was n 
proof of a disposit i 


the 
d; b 


r 


matter has recentiy been brought before the Le 
my State, and that there is.a pr i 


in regard to it. 


pledge my State to a course of fu 
hecome me; it does not belong to me. 


If such is tie tenor anil ten 


must he not 4 
The chairman 


duty; nor 


fam not in po 


309 more to us than 


se, du they é 
If that ist 


Y ex- 


sent measure is without sense or object, 
What influence is our opinion to have? Sup- 


ciared that we 
Senator from 


id that aci to 
ginia change 
hat tkis bill 


being passed, and g 
cerity shail be jud 


ve them. 


thelr course où thi 
for senscle 


matier of nledg 
compromise bill were freely 
ut it became a law, aol i 
ave I given 
But T know that i 


b 


18 
rovability of legislative action 
Sion of any authority to 
ive acdan; it would not 
The utmost that could 


osse. 


be demanded of me would be an expression of my own opi- 


nion. Jt is not for me to gi 
hand is before my State f 
the opinions of that body 
shall lay the document belore th 
itself. o 


subject of pledges; and, havin 


Senate, and resume my seat, 


F thought it due to myself to 


I can naw State that 
vel by the last mzik: I 
2 Senate, 
say thus much on the 
done so, I will relieve the 


SATURDAY, I 
The bill to reduce ihe tari} 


TBRUARY 25, 


iag still under consideration, 


and the question boing on its passage— 


My, CLAY addres 
„I wish, before the 
only a few, rema tw the Sena 
Nave taken a is ve active pare 
cussions it has occasioned; Dut, 


ed dhe Senat 


age of this Tek 


€ nearly as follows: 

to submit a few, and 
te. Jt has been my desire to 
than I have done in the dis- 
feeling myself worn down by 


perpetual sitting, and being affected, besides, by the prevailing 


influenza, whicit disables me from attending at y 
of atmosphere produced by the r 


count of the state 


it, on ät- 


lights in the chamber, I have been conzivaincd to sit sient 
z 


umilnow, The questiona L uaderstand to be on the pi 


the bill, In regardto wany, and, 
it enumerates, I have no objectio 
posed; and had it contemptater 


those articles only, it would have 


rence from me as from any of 
But, beside the iter 
proper to insevt va! 


wus oth 


question turned ou this bil ulone 
bility of iis passage, my reg 
declarations whieh have been’ oj 
the Committee on Financo, (M 
Senate that he considers himself 
the list of artictes protecied by 
among those 
reduction of the revenue. 
straint, no obiigat 
tha pledged faith of 
declaration lise this 
gront we 
It does not 
ona of the st 
at this moment I 


He 
whatey 


1 


produced a gr 
it as libs 
to eradic 


ane 


bounslyin the slig 


nes of our 
gee morsure like Uru 
Clarations from memb 


Teunno! 
to siri y vestige of i 
statule hook 
The present $ 
th twa 


and of 


rest atthe North couk! be annik 
struction of the demand for threo 
bales of the cotton of the South 
throws upou the foreign mark 
be aru $Y doa in the 
policy wi bt 
viotions have be: 
ken, “When E look 
our peop l 

suppi; 
for want of tt 
them Ine tie 
dacs appear, n 
county. Ba s bes 
intended thai that poli 
got were ur 


> 


this polie i 3 
on the other side of a c 


‘ insor [ s, Which cannot 
without violation of the compromise law of lt 


below that vate,” to find’ prope 


whom none is mor 


Y ejt 


‘ ary for the 
never had felt, does not now tet 


2 protective sy 


age of 


indeed, to m 
nto Miir 

lhe ac 
receiv 


ofthe a 
pralo dudes 4 
1 of che Senate on 
das hearty a concur- 
lons supporiers. 
has been deem 
be touched 
3. W the 
s wuch as I y t the prob: 
would be less, but for t 
ly made by the chairman of 
ishn) Who has told ihe 
3 Much at liberty to Jook into 
a duty.above 20) per cent. as 
e objects for the 


ription, i 


x 


Pools: 
fiom 


On 
on 


Senate, whos 
nI wish to report 
i favoral 
ehy and jaihience 
bas avowed 
and surely, 
from our 
anı com- 
Jon--na a ONG 
t pr iwed that he 
sand never will (eel himself 
j bw, on the 
EE OP aument 
9 ne he 
canned: by 
lod jnileence on t 
30 OF the 


Ic 


es, ‘These 
Tf the mannfacturing inte- 
Hated, there would bea de- 
hundred i ñiy thon 
aod, jf thet qu 

4 the inevi able ef 
ice of that si 
state of prosp 


ocaics of 
eld out hones to those 
onof the system, in 


multitude of 


The great 


8 
torandentire destrucion of the protective system re 
of ihe 


question so long agitated between diferent portior 
Union has not been, whether in Jaying a bil jor reven 
Government may not levy a duty which gives incidental pro- 
tection to the industry of our own citizens, for this none will 
; but whoiber such protection is, in itself, a proper and 
ject for which taxes may be | Phe friends of 
Protective policy have always maintained the Jatter 
sitioa. But if the present-bili is to pass, and the p 
avowe:l by its adyocates are to be carried out, the co 
will nese tthe wheie grounds on which the pro- 
tective sche abandoned, and the country given 
Hating course which leaves to industry and 
terprise ucthing sure a le—nothing on which the publie 
CY y. 
regard to the administration, T 
is hati arisen. isaw, on one hand, 
menaced h a speedy destruction af the ent e 
; while, on the other, I beheld one member of 
e of civii war, and fei 
ce be comment all ike 
dinfailibly be drawn into Yor 
of saving the prote > pelicy from 
Union from the horrors of civil war, 
ng forwnd that he: and tran- 
veasure, In regara to which there has been so much 
tion and misstatement in the course of. the present 
Phat measure, whateverof value or of error il may 
h the Individual y ig now ad 
g the Senate, t the tirne of its conception he was not 
in the city, but in Philadeiphia, whirker he had retired for three 
. While there, he was 
acturers, who disclosed to him their apprehensions of the 
t danger to which the tariffsystem was exposed, and 
who asked, with anxiety, what was to be done; whether no 
measttre could he devised to save the manufacturing interests 
fromthe. ruin with which they were threatened. It was to 
se Individuals, and not to his friends ir, Congress, that he 
pplied to know whether, in their apprehension, a long 
lease of the protective policy, even though on a lower scale, 
would not be better than the rtain state with regard to it in 
which they then were, To this question not a single man (and 
he put it to the most intelligent individuals) hesitated for a mo- 
ment to reply tn the affirmative. Ie afterwards conferred with 
other manufacturers, aud found that they concurred in the same 
view. Tie then communicated with his frionds in both Houses 
of Congress; and among these he found adi ity of sentiment, 
Some a n; but, ina consultation which was 
bold it w y Foriñed, however, as he 
was by the « s of practical manufacturers, and knowing 
that the great evil which they had most cause to dread was va- 
ciation, and that what they most wanted v certainty and 
security, md finding so great a division of sestiment among his 
triends m Congress, he acied (as le always had done) on his own 
independent and settled conviction of what was right. and ac- 
cordingly introduced the bill. F never (aid Mr. C.) bad any 
interview or conference with any Southern Senator prior to its 
introduction. Afterwards, indeed, these conversations took 
ey Which naturally resul‘ed from the effort on my part to 
hring other gentlemen to my way oF thinking, and, on their part, 
to do the same with respect tomme. The result was, that, in 
almost every instance, gentlemen from the South were induced 
tocome up to the support of the measure, with bul v i 
iations, On one very important feature of ti 
ar, (T refer to the t 
al ofthe val 
he a de'e 


r 


=) 
GH 


ion, 


mt ned oppo: 


ih, and 
so naylolding y t Feame 
to the House at cleven elock under a full conviction that 
Southern gentlemen woukl not give way, and thatthe bill would 
in consequence he loot. But the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina, Git. Calhoun.) who cons l himself, on the orcasion, 
Southern irucrest, (for a Senator fr 
nurmittee that whatever would 
ia.) in a manner vi 
agreoable to me, and stated that he would waive hisobjection to 
the bill, accompanying that statement, however, with a decla- 
vation that he did not hold himself bound hy the proposed com- 
promise so asto prectude him from the free exercise of his 
judemect on a future oe W 

(said Mr. ©.) is the history of that bil. All chet } 
d abaut gheen conco by the joint effi 
South Carolina and myself is absolutes 
e of truth. My first communication, as I 
h the manufacturers; I then submi ted the 

on, of Louisiana, and to the Se 

My. Webster.) The former, 
tto it, the latter never did; but Iw 
se who thought themselves 


would sati 


ne part 
stated, w: 
nto the late Mr 
from Massachr 


that I 
felt it my duty to bring forward the measure, nsiwithstanding 
his a faction openly expressed. 


1, let me ask for a mo- 
rst and great p 
which mast be efectua 


7 
an at the rate of 10 per cent 
Rll the first of Deceu:ber. 18 
. one-half of the rer s of du 
and soon after, the To this l 
interest could never live 
2 The law has now been in 
i any comp! 
ears be po 


residue, 


n for fonr ye: 
at inte Can any peri 
which it has en} 
ed, that elthoneh rhe 
yet, when that tin 0 re, they cou 
t under the remnant of protection which y 
Tef them: that is, with a duty of 20 ner cht 
th A the cash papment. In reph t rid then, and 
ow, That no man can tell beforehand whether this 
tection wil be found sufficientorno, For myself F dg be 
that the leading manufacturing interests of the country can 


turers 


aleg upon by a committee of 


subsist under it; but as I said then, 1 now say, that if it shall 
be found on, trial that there are one or two particular branches 
which cannot proceed without a greater protection, they will 
but form an exception to the gencral rule, and I entertain no 
doubt, judging irom the good disposition whith has been mani- 
fested towards the plan, that the requisite protection may he so 
far extended by general consent as to cover these, without the 
general rule being thereby practically violated. At all events, 
Task is it net right at least to make the experiment? 

lt has’ been said that the compromise bill is not so binding 
in its authority but that you have power to touch it whenever 
circumstances shall appéar to require its modification. And 
who denies this? It was admitied at the time that Congress 
might modify the biil if it became necessary. . This none will 
deny. But do not the circumstances under which the bill was 
passed, do not the great aud conflivting interests it was intend- 
ed to setie, and, above all, do not the tranquillizmg effects 
which have pervaded the country since its enactment, and 
(he numerous important arrangements which have been en- 
tered into on the calculation of its continuance, although they 
may not stamp the act as inviolable without a breach of faith, 
yet combine to show that it would be exceedingly indiscreet in 
Congress to disturb an arrangement of this character? Have 
not other great interests of this Union been permanently com- 
promi:ed by acts, which are equally within the power of Con- 
gress with the Jaw of ’33? F allude, as one striking example, 
to the settlement ef the much agitated Missouri question, by 
which the latitude of 36 deg. 30 min. has been established as 
the extreme boundary for the existence of slavery within that 
State. Has not Congress aright to repeal that law? But what 
would those Southern gentlemen, who now so strenuously 
urge us to a violation of our implied faith in regard to the 
act of °83, say to this House if it should attempt a measure 
like that? Should we not hear remonstrances, in the loudest 
tone and most earnest language, throughout the entire land? 
Yet what propriety 1s there in lending ourselves to a violation 
of another compromise, while we hold fast to this, which is so 
dear to them? 

It has heen asked, and with some emphasis, why the Senate 
has heard no pledges given by members, on this side of the 
House? That ig not exactly true; for several gentlemen have 
expressly said that they do feel themselves bound to observe 
the provisions of the compromise law. Ffor one have always 
felt myself held in honor, and by every principle which ought 
to regulate the conduct of a public man, to such an observance, 
But of what avail ave individual pledges? And who is it that 
asks for them? Has there been any attempt on the-part of the 
North to distarb this arrangement? None whatever. It is the 
ariy which calls thus for pledges, that is the moving, the 
threatening, the acting party, (with the honorable exception of 
the two Senators from South Carolina, the two from Tennes- 
ace, and one of the Senators from Misstseippi,) and who, while 

i themseives no pledges at all, are proposing measures 
which, on the contrary, go to set aside the compromise entire- 
y. The North has sat hy in silentaequiescence. Tt has made 
no movement whatever in opposition to the law; while the op- 
posite party, who alone threaten to disturb the compromise, 
cal] on us for pledges to its observance! But are there, in fact, 
no such pledges given? What is the language of the paper 
which has been read to us this morning, containing resolutions 
on this subject, passed by a vast majority of the Legislature of 
the State of Massachusetts? And what is the language which 
has been forwarded to us from the great central State of Penn- 
sylvania? Isnot she, too, possessed with the conviction that 
the compromise is to be held sacred? And what is the language 
held by the less, but still highly respectable, State of Rhode 
Island? Isit not ofthe same tenor? Does it not express the 
same sentiment? Jf it could have been believed that a serious 
s entertained of disturbing that arrangement at this 
Congress, you would have heard not only from these 
but from Ohio, from Kentucky, ant from every other 
State of this Union ai all interested jn the protective’ policy. 
They all would have concurred in declaring, with ore voice, 
that they held the act of 1833 asof binding auilority by gene- 
val agreement. ‘These are pledges worth infinitely more than 
any which could have been given by individuals en this floor. 
u want further evidence of what has been the general un- 
dersianding on this su’ Jeet, look at the universal bust of ac- 

ation Which followed the passage of the act wherever it. 
was heard of. Took at the universal peace and quietness which 
has prevailed throughout the couniry on this subject ever since: 
Jook at the public official language of all the several branches of 
this Government, of the President, of the Senate, and ef the 
House of Representatives. Do you find here no evidence that 
it iasbeen the understanding of the American people that that 
law was to be respected, and was to be held inviolate? But 
wha: isthe language we have heard on this floor during the 
present debate? Did not the Senator from Virginia, (Mr. 
Rives.) distinctly say that he felt great respect for the comprou- 
mise law, andshouid not be willing lightly to invade it? Vet the 
other day, the same gentil man spoke of that taw as romore 
than a common act ef legistation, and as presenting no impedi- 
ment whatever to the adoption of anv part of the present. bill. 
The chairman of the Committee on Finance, too, talked of its 
not being precisely a common act of legislation; yet he said, in 
substance, thatit was to he respected and not respected. He 
would respect it in so far as he ked, and we would disregard 
it whenever it a his views of policy. I do not consider the 
act as possessing this flexible character; and although I should 
have no ohiection to a reduction ef duty on one or two articles 
inthe bill which are now over twenty per cent. yet I cannot 
consent, for the sake or reaching this object, to hazard the whole 
arrangement. 

The protective system is an entire system, All its parts are 
to he regarded in their mutual connection and dependence, 
The moment you touch one of them, although with the utmost 


possible caution, there is no saying when or where you will 


stop. Yon begin to-day with the duty on salt and on spirits; 
but as you have not adjusted the revenue question yet, to-mor- 
row you may come to some cther article on which jt will be 


convenient to make a reduction; 


then there l be a change of 
ihe dramatis pes 


one—and thus you will be called upon, trem 
time to time, to destroy the system piecemeal. Ts this (said 
Mr. €.) the contemplated course cf the new administration? if 
it is, then I tellall who are interested in the protéctive policy; 1 
tell Louisiana, whose brown sugar is now Ro amply protected; 
Frell the woollen manufacturers of New Hampshire and Massa. 
chneeits; the cotton manufacturers of Connecticut and Rhode 
TsJand; and the iron masters of Pennsylvania, that ifthey con- 

theexample by repealing the duties on coal, on salt, 
| or on spiri&, they will expose themselves, sooner or later; tg 
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inevitable destruction. Whenever a majority can be found to 
accomplish the object, the process, which now affects others 
will be made to reach their own most favored and cherished in. 
terests, I say to all, the system is one. Ii isa system of 
mutual reciprocity. It partakes in its nature of the genius of 
the Government under which # has grown up. As such, it 
must be maintained, if maintained it is to be. 

What would that portion of the southern delegation who are 
in favor of this bill have thought, if the condition of the two in- 
terests concerned in the compromise were reversed? If instead 
of acquiescing in the act of 1833, and conforming their arrange- 
ments to it, instead of confiding in the sacred character of that 
agreement, and proceeding in their business accordingly, the 
men of the North had come here, and pressed the Senate for the 
enactment of highly increased duties for protection? What 
would then-have been heard in all parts of this city? Mow 
quickly should we have heard the resounding voices of the 
southern delegation in ardent and loud remonstrance. Every 
where thraughont the South, writers and orators would have 
been invoking the North to have respect to its engagements. 
Every where they would be declaiming against opening the 
wounds of the country afresh, and again plunging the nation 
into the danger ofa civil war. And do not onr friends.from the 
South recollect that men have the same feeli n all parts of 
our country? Do they think they can passa bill ike this with- 
out wounding the sensibilities of that great interest which is con- 
cerned in the protective system? Isit right to do so, admitting 
that they possess an accidental majority? The Senator from 
Virginia consoled himself and his southern friends by an assu 
rance thatthe protective policy has not now an ascendancy in 
this nation. Where the ascendancy is in this ii governed coun- 
try, God only knows; but be it where it may, I conjure gentle- 
men to let thissubject atone. Is it not enough that they have 
tampered with the currency? Is our domestic industry also to 
be made the subject of experiment? Are men to go to bed at 
night, thriving laborers and prospering capitalists, and net 
know what they are to be when they awake in the morning? 
Are all the great interests of the country to be dragged into the 
service Of mere party politics? 

Tadjure the Senate to rise to the greatness of American states- 
men, and to atone, msome measure, forthe injuries which have 
heretofore been inflicted on a bleeding country. There are 
som > things too dear to be dragged into the vortex of political 
contest, and.made the objects of party calculation. Let the 
protective policy remain where it has happily flourished for 
these four years past. There are yet but four years more, till 
we shal] reach the expiration of the term limited by the com- 
promis? bill, and all parts of the country wil} acquiesce in its 
provisions, if they shall not now be rashly disturbed. But if 
this billshall become a law, from that moment T shall hold my- 
self absolved from all obligation to observe that compromise, 
and shall be ready, according as my sense of the public wishes 
shall point out my duty, to augment the rate of protection to 
asy point which they may require. And, let me ask, are gen 
tlemen quite sure that ‘hey shall retain, for years to come, the 
ascendancy which they imagine themselves now to enjoy 
azainst this policy? Where are the elements of that great 
miss which supported and enforced the American system ? 
Scattered by party—broken into fragments. But it still exists 
in Pennsylvania, in the Western States, in New England, in 
New York itself; and itis not improbable that a new combina- 
tion may arise, far stronger than any you have yet seen. 
Should the man, whom you of the South have contributed to 
place at the head of the Government, recommend in his next 
message to Congress a revival of the protective policy, would 
he not find majorities in both Houses to support him? Does 
any man doubtit? And are gentlemen of the South prepared 
to see their whole security suspended on the will of one man? 
T trust not. 

But such is the state of my health, that I do not fecl myself 
able te add much more. I shall coucinde niy remerks by a 
motion, the object of which is to test the opinion of this body 
as to the obligation of the compromise act of 1833. That mo- 
tion will be to recommit this bill to the Committee on Finance, 
with instructions to strike from it all those articles on which 
there isnow levied a duty of twenty per cent. or over. I do 
this for no purpose of embarrassment. It is net my habit to 
embarrass the proceedings of any legislative body. f have 
been both in the opposition and in the majority ; and I do not 
tpprove, and have never practised on the plan of wearying 
each other out by propositions merely intended to perpic: 
and thwart the course of an “opposing party. ‘The manly, 
the becoming course is fairly to bring up mind to mind— 
patriotism on one side, to patriotism on the other ; and, when 
the intellectual struggle is over, to yield as promptly as we 
have contended vigorously. The majority must ever govern. 

We have had a succession of motions in relation to particular 
articles comprised in this bill; and as it may often happen that 
a gentleman will feel himself bound to vote in relation to some 
particular interest in 2 manner different from those with whom 
he ordinarily acts, it has come to pass that the majorities on 
these different portions of the bill have considerably varied. F 
now wish to test the Senate in a group; so that there may be no 
escape on the ground of individuat sttuation, in order that the 
country may know whether Congress regards its faith as pledged 
or not to an observance ofthe actot 1833. Iam also moved by 
the consideration that there are one or two articles in this bill, 
with respect to which my own State feels a particular interest; 
an interest, howayer, which is not confined to her, but which 
extends to western New York, ta western Pennsylvania, and 
all the grain-growing States west of the Alleghanies, The arti- 
cle to which L more particularly refer is, with the excep ion of 
cotton bagging, the only one which gives us any sonal con- 
cern in the pratective policy. I allude to foreign spirits, on 
which it is now proposed to reduce the duty to thirty-three and 
a third cents, a sum exceeding the average price of the Ameri- 
can article, which is thé rival of the foreign. And under whet 
circumstances is this reduction proposed? Thereis not now a 
civilized nation in the world whose system. of duties does not 
amount to an absolute prohibition of the introduction of foreign 
liquors. Holland, liberal as her general policy is, has, for the 
purpose of protecting her own production, excluded all foreign 
liquors whatever. England excludes a large majority of them. 
France does the same thing; and yet, at this mement, while we 
are thus excluded from the markets of all the world, it is pro- 
posed to reduce the protecting duty of our own citizens on this 
article one-half. And when, and how, i- this to be done? OF 
all foreign nations, England and France will be most henefited 
by sucha reduction. Now, itis well known that, at this mo- 
ment, our tobacco Interest has to struggle against the rigor of 
thely laws, which, in effect, are almost exclusive of this Ameri 


can product. Yet, instead of leaving in the hands of our nego: 
ators the article of brandies, to be balanced against that of to- 
bacco, itis proposed, without any equivalent, to reduce the duty 
on foreign spirits from 66% cenis to 33% cents. 

J shall conclude-by submitting the motion which I have al- 
ready named; and when the Senate brings to remembrance the 
good feeling which the compromise has thus far produced, the 
tranquillity which an acquiescence in it by both sides has siven 
to the whole country; and when they consider especially What 
our condition isin reference to another. 
the South, and on which the North is now assailing them, will 
they deem it wise to icose these bends of peace in order thatthe 
South may in turn assail the North? Is this right? is it wise? 
Does it become usas American statemen? Is it not better that 
we submit to that which. after all, is but a conjectural evil, I 
mean the inconveniences of an excessive revenue, than atente 
to break down all those barriers which have guarded us against 
evils more than imaginary? ` Shall we re-open azain this source 
of eternal contention—the tariff question? 1 adjure gentlemen 
not to throw into the political caldron, already too likely to 
overflaw, this new element of dispute and-heart-burning. F 
trust that, under these considerations, the majority will concur 
in the motion now submitted, and that we shall thus have a bill 
containing those items only on which there is no dispute. 
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DEBATE INTHE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
February \, 1837. 
[As reported in the National Intelligencer.] 

In the House of Representateves, Wednesday February 1, 
1837.—On the bill making appropriations for the current 
expenses of the Indian Department, and for fulfilling treaty 
stipulations with the various Indian tribes, for the year 1837, 
coming up; and the question being on concurring with (he 
Committee of the Whole in the amendments made thereto: 
Mr. CUSHING said that the bill before the House, making 

appropriations for the current expenses of the Indian Depart- 

ment, threw open to discussion the whole poliey ef the Go- 
vernment of the United Sates in relation tothe Indians, On 
comparing the bill with the estimates presented by the Corn- 
mittee of Ways and Means, the House would see that it en 
braced annuities and other payments to the Indians, under the 
treaty with the Creeks of the 7th August, 1790, and the treaty 
concluded at Greenville on the 3d August, 1795, for the gencral 
pacification of the Wyandots, Delawares, Shawnees, and others 
of the northwestern tribes, and so down, through intervening 
years, tothe treaty of the 28th March Jast, with the Ottawas 
and Chippewas. The provisions of the bill covered the entire 
periol of the coastiational being of the nation. ‘There was 
not an act of our politica! intercourse with the Indians, which 
it did not directly or indirectly reach. The pres nt was, there- 
fore, a fit opportunity for examining the treatment of the 

Indians by the United States, and their respective rights and 

Se tied and upon thissubject he proposed to address the 
ouse. 

His object, he sajd, in debating this mattor, was not political 
agitation. Nor wasit personal effect. On the contrary, be 
felt adinonished that, in the performance of this undertaking, 
he should have to tread on difficult and dangerous ground. 
Nevertheless, he was impelled to it, in the first place, by per- 
ceiving that the true state of the case between the United 
States and the Indians, as it now exists, was not fully compre- 
hended out of dours, at least in that part of the country from 
whence he came. Men speak and think of the subject just as 
they did seven yearsago, when it was stila depending question, 
whether the Indians should remain within the chartered limits 
of the several States in which they are, or should remove 
beyond the Mi ppi. Meanwhile, the United States had 
entered upon a new line of policy and of general conduct to- 
wards the Indians. Another set of facts bad, in the course of 
events, come up, to which it was time the public attention 
should be turned, if any thing of a practical nature was to be 
done. He wished, sa far as his humble means of influence 
might go, to contribute something to the accomplishment of that 
end. ‘his was one consideration. And he was impelled, in 
the second place, by a desire to begin to discharge the duty 
which he owed, asa public man anda member of Congress, 
to the broken remnant of the aboriginal masters of this con- 
tinent. 

We, (said Mr. C.) who are members of Congress, in opposi 
tion to the administrators of the Government, Dave bot a se- 
condary part a ed to us in public affairs. We seldom 
have the power to carry through any important act. We can 
agitate political tapics, for effect on the popular mind abread, 
or on those about ns here. We can make suggestions, com- 
niunicate facts, propose Measures. We can support those 
plans of the administration which we think to be jnst and wise, 
and resist those which seem unjust or unwise. In all these 
conditions, we influence the actiinof the Government chiefly 
by force of argument addressed to the judgment er the fears of 
that controlling majority in either House. which represents or 
executes the willof the edniinistration. We may. thus be use- 
ful to prevent evil and to promote good, to persuade, to deter, 
to correct, where We have nro power to command. An epposi- 
tion frequently exercises valuable fimetions in the originating 
and furthering of great measures, which, at length, when thus 
commended -to general favor, a ptedandsanetinoned by the 
administration; signal examples of which m i 
the history of the Eng 
Ina word, I corcci 
and to our country, if we did not br 
ment, in which the interest of the nat 
being are involved, to the test oft 
and T shall make no farther apol 
to the consideration ef the Touse. 

What, tren, isthe m of policy which r 
tions of the United States and the incians af the pres 
and what our duty, as practical statesmen, and as men of 
ness, in reference i0 the India 

We call ourselves Americans. Put we, whe new occupy 
the country, are, in ow sor in eur immed 
emigranis from the distant shores of Europe. 
igencus races of the centnent. We cons: 
s divided into populovs and power 
ities, our cultivated fields, our edifices, stir 
. canals, railways, the marks of onr prosperity 
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monuments of civilization, which meet the eye un all hands, 


interest, very dear to - 
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Ing sun. The land once theirs isovrs. The empire of cur 
civilization is, by right or by wrong, honestly or dishonestly, 
established indestructibly thronghout the new world. Wap 
By what tenure of right is it that we ‘hold dur possessions? 
In regard to this point, there is consistency at least, if there be 
not justice. in the doctrine of all Europeans. Every nation, as 
it proceeded to make settlements in the new world, claimed ita 
territory by the tile either of discovery or of conquest. They 
were. christians, introducing their own race, and with. it their 
laws, into regions occupied by pagans, Thus it notoriously 
was inthe case of the Spaniards and Portuguese, who obtained 
so large a portion of this continent ‘Phe soil and its inhabi- 
fants were partitioned between them by the Papal See, and 
given up to their armsas to an enterprise ofcrusade. Colum- 
bus, the great discoverer, Cortez and Pizarro, the great con- 
querors. and others of their respe tive nations, came to the 
new wortd under mixed inducernents of ambitionand of reli+ 
gion. They fought under the banner of the cross: Jn this sign 
they overthrew O ire of the Inces and of the Mexicans, 
and colonized the is ofthesouth A similar principle 
gs ofthe French, English, and 
Thus, the commision to the Cabot virtue of Whose 
discovery Great Britain acquired her tivein America, 
empowered them to discover countries unknown to christien 
pesple, and to take possession of these inthe name of the King 


directed the colon 
Dnich. 


of Engiand. Mach and all of the original colaries now comt 
posing the T | States, as Florida, Virginia, Massachusetts, 
New York, Lonisiana, founded by Spain, England, Noland, and 


France respectively, proceeded in the assertion of their right as 
chrisdan the jands previously held by Inians, Jow- 
ever questimable may be the nature of such n pretension, still 
it was the idea universally followed, There isnotan acie of 
land heid by a citizen of tie United States, whose title stands on 
any other foundation, It is the fundamental doctrine, the 
oldest element, in the municipal law of every State of the 
Union. 

Sonformable to which has been the 
States, and also of the Un 


practice ofeach of the 
1 d States, in their legislation; and iñ 
the decisions of their judicial tribunals of every class, The 
several States, in the disposition of Me lands belonging to them, 
and the United States, in the disposition of the nationa! domain, 
maintain that the ultimate dominion over the soil, andthe ex- 
clusive right of granting it, are in themselves subject only to 
the qualified right of occupancy remaining im the Indian. The 
latter can occupy, but can ive'a title, His deed conveys 
his mere occupancy: a title in fee can he derived only from the 
Government. To this effect are all the text books. Thus, 
Chief Justice N aye: 

“AM the ne 


who have acquired territory on 
this continent, have ithemsclves, and have recoxnised 
in others. the exclusive right of the discoverer to appropriate 
the lands occupied hy the Indians.” 

And Judge Sto 
“Jtrnay be asked what was the effect of this principle of dis- 
covery, in respect to the rights of the natives themselves? In 
the view of the Europeans, it created a peculiar relation between, 
themselves and theaboriginal inhabitants. The latter were ad- 
mitted to possess a present right ofoccupancy, or use in the soil, 
which was subordinate to the ultimate dominion of the digcove- 
ver, They were admitted to be the rightful occupants of the 
soil, witha legal as well as just claim to retain possession of it, 
and to use it according to their own discretion. In a certain 
sense, they were permitted to exercise rights of sovereignty over 
it, They might sell or transfer it to the sovereign who. dis- 
covered it, but they were denied the authority to de pase of it to 
n; and until such a sale or transfer, they were 
to occupy it as sover sdefacts. Wit 
ecenpancy, the E sean al 
J the right to grant the soli, whi 
the po: ion of the natives, subject, however, to their y 
vecapane title so granted was universally adinitted to 
convey a sufficient (ite in che soil to the grantees in perfect do- 
minion” 

And Chancellor Kent: 

“Phis assumed but qualiĝed dominion over the Indian tribes, 
regarding them as enjoying no higher title to the soil than that 
founded on simple oceupancy, and to be incompetent to transfer 
their title to any other power than the Government which claims 
the jurisdiction of their territory by righ of diseavery, arose, 
in a great degree, from the necessity of it was 
nsion of conv ruins 
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title. s the law of the land, and no court of ju tan per- 
mit die right to be disturbed by speculative reasuni at abe 
stract ris? 


Such, then, is the settled law of the land in every part of the 
United States. Theabstiact justice of the principte is another 
grestion, Ht grew up, as Chancellor Kent suggests, ont of fae 
necessity of t V r In the general sum of 
good, that milli tthon 
should oceng 
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bespeak the presence and the power of a great peoples” But 
the primitive lords of the soil are humble dependents on ouran- 
nual bounty, mutilated, scattered, extinct, melted away in our 
path like a snow fiake, devoured asthe dew before the morn» 
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York, as well as taat af 
treatedas a dependent, not a 
sovereign, nora fore in a state of pupil- 
age; under warlship; anc g h partial self govern 
ment, yet subject to see that self-government cease, wien their 
condition shall seem to us to require it; or, in other words, at the 
will of the Btate, or of the United Siates, who by the Constitution 
now possess the exclusive regulaton ef intercourse with the 
Jadians, And this, again, though at one time a questioned point, 
must. now be regarded as the settled law of the land. Chief 
Justice Marshall says: ` ' 
“Tt may well be doubted whether those tribes whith resi 
within the acknowledged boundaries of the United States can, 
with strict. accuracy, be denominated foreign natier Th 
may, morecorrectly, perhaps, be denominated dome p 
dent nations. They ocenpy a territory to which we è 
litle independent of their wi ich must ct in point 
of: possession, when their right of po Mean- 
while, they arein a state of pupilage. v: to the 
United S.ates resembles that of a ward to} 
look to our Government for protection; re! 
* andits power; appeal to it for relief to their w 


Massachusetts, for 
the United States, the Ia: 


att 


dered by 
an act ofhostitity.” 

bject of elaborate judicial 
1e controversy between the 
te ef Georgia. A summary view of the 
8 presented in the following remarks of Chief 


whole. gror 
Justice Marsh 

“The exercise of the power of saifgovernment by the In- 
diana, within a State, is un loudtediy contemplated to Be ie: 
rary. This 1s shown by the settled policy of the Gover 
in the extinguishment of their tii 2 
pact with the State of Georgia. Icis 
right, but of public policy. Ido not y tha y 
moral rule which should regulate of private Hfe 
sioald not be regarded by communilies or nations. But. a sound 
national policy doos require that the Indian tribes within our 
States should exchange their territories, upon equitable princi- 
ples, or, eventually, consent to become amalgamated in our po- 
litical communities. 

“AL best, they can enjoy a very limited i 
the-boundaries of a State, and such a residence must always 
subject them to encroachments from the settlements around 
them; and their existence within a. State, as a soparate and inde- 
pondent community, may seriously embarrass or obstruct the 
operation of the S laws. Ti, therefore, it wonkl be inconsis- 
tent with the political welfare of the Sta and the social ad- 
vance of their ci that an independeat and permanent 
power should exist within thelr [inus this power must give 
way to the greater power which surronnds it, or seek ils exer 
cise beyond the sphere of Sate anthoricy. 

“This state of things can only be produced by a co-operation 
of the State and Federal Governments. ‘Phe latter has the ex- 
clusive regwation of intcreourse with the hidians; and, so long 
as this power shall be cxereised, if eannot bg obstructed hy the 
Stato, It isa power given by the Constitution, and sanetioned 
by the most solemn acts of both the Federal and State Govern- 
ments; consequently, it cannes be abrogated at the wil of a 
State. Itisone of the powers parted w 
vested in the Forlerat Government. Bat. ifa 
oéeur, which shall render the Indians who : 
capable of seligevernment, either by moral degradation or a 
reductian of their numbers, it would undoubtedly he in the 
power ofa State Government to extend ro them the m i 
laws. Uy 
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Upon observation of the-state of the Indians, in the 
consulting their political welfare, it has been perce 
three courses offered themselves to the choice of the 
States. 
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community. I yeeall to mind the corresponding remark of 
Choneelicr Kent, in regard to the Indians in the older Bates, 
that © To leave the India: 


. the removal of the Indians fiem within the limitsof 
lividua! States, and their establishment in the uneceupied 
territory ef the United States west of the issippi. This 

i policy of the present ad- 
as the policy ofthe present 
t the fact that the idea of the re- 
moval of the Indians was entertained at an early period in the 
history of the Gavernment. The compact with Georgia proves 
it; and, uncer the admini n of My. Monroe, especially, 
the idea began to assume a vistinct shape as a political mea- 
But the aoption of the policy, as a settled system, be- 
zs to the last eight years; and the responsibility of it, for 
good or for evil, for honor or for dishonor, rests with the pre- 
sent administration. É 

That system, as now in the course of execution, received the 
sanction of Congress aud of the Executive in theact of the 28th 
May, 1830, for the removal of the Indians west of the Missis- 
sippi, which provides as follows: 

“Sec. 1. It shall and may be lawful for the President to cause 
so much of any territory belonging to the United States west of 
the M: zippi, not included in any State or organized Terri- 
to which the Indian title may be extinguished, as be 
necessary, tobe divided into a suitable number of 
or the reception of such tribes or nations of Indians as 


riets, 


. may choose to exchange the lands where they now reside, and- 


move there. 

“Sec. 2. It shall be lawful for the President solemnly to as- 
sure the tribe or nation with which the exchange is made that 
the United States will for ever secure and guaranty to them 
and their he or successors the country se exchanged with 
them; and, ifthey prefer it, that the United States will cause a 
patent or erant to be made and executed to them for the same. 

“Sec. 7, It shall be lawful for the President to have the 
same superintendence and care over 
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for the emigrating Ind 
port to the War Pepa 
vament, and security ofthe Indians. 
Now, under the authority of these acts of Congress, the Pre- 
sident has proceeded to negotiate treaties with the Indians for 
their remaval to the West. Some of them have already gone. 
Others, including the more numerous and important i are 
in the course of removal. The contemplated examination of 
i imel for their reception has been made. Plans 
ment and security of the removed Indians have 
been presented to, and have been approved by, the War De- 
partwent, Many millions of money have been appropriated 
in execution of the several treaties of emigration. In short, the 
tematic removal of the Indians, | again he settled po- 
the existiv ut of the Uni ites. 
G. said thar i roved the honor of a seat in Con- 
gress at the time the law of 1830, which gave method aad sys- 
tem to the policy of removal, was enacted, he could not have 
yicidet his assent to the measure, He applauded the elo- 
the conrage, the zeal, the ability wi 
ted. He should have joined with thec 
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a ta pas to convey. F perceive it to be the seted 
jaw of the fand, that either the United States or the several 
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become a duty. to direct my own efforts, and, so far as my 
exampie or counsel may have influence, the efforis of other 
friends of. the Indians, into the only practicable path gf benifi- 
cence which the providence of God has left us to tread. We 
cannot prevent their emigration. - Let us unite in smoothing 
the way before them; in protecting them at the end of their 
journey; and in elevating them, if we may, to the rank of civili- 
zed men, capable of participating-in the advantages which our 
social and political institutions bestow. 

Mr, C. sai he was confirmed in. these views by the consi- 
derations offered „in theelaberate report from the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, presented at the last Congress, by the gentle- 
man from Vermont (Mr. H. Everett.) He would ask the atten 
tion of the House to two or three sentences from that report. 

“All must now see and admit that th relations, heretofore so 
much desired by the Indians and their friends, cannot be sua 
tained in future in their present situation. Whatever may be 
the wishes of the .Governmeni, and evcn Whatever may Be its 
rights and physical power to enforce those rights, yet the at- 
tempt to enforce thein might be attended with consequences not 
less disastrous to the Indians than to the harmony ofthe States.?? 

And again: 

“Whatever difference of opinion may heretofore have exist. 
ed, the policy of the Government, in. regard to the future con- 
dition of those tribes of Indians, may now be regarded as de- 
finitively settled. ‘To induce them to remove west of the Missis- 
sippi, to a territory set apart and dedicated to their use and 
government for ever, to secure to them there a final home, to 
elevate their intelectual, moral, and. civil condition, and to fit 
them for the enjoyment of the blessings of a, free government, 
is that policy.” 

i declare my acquiescence, then, (said Mr. C.) not in the 
original justice, but in the present fact, of the removal of tho 
Indians. Doing so, T direct my mind in pursuit of their good 
accoiding to the new condition of things, imposed upon us by 
the conrse of events. Tlook to the administration, which holds 
the efficient power of the country in its hands, 10 see what are 
the plans of the Government. I find them to be, what the re- 
port of the Committee on Indian Affairs indicates, as manifested 
in past years, and especially as communicated to the present 
Congress by the Acting Secretary of War. His report de~ 
velops the designs of the administration as follows: 

“Connected with the general subject of our Indian relations 
are two measures, proposed by the Commissioner, which I 
deem of great moment. They are the organization of an 
efficient system for the protection and government of the Indian 
country west of the Mississippi, and the establishment of mili- 
lary posts for the protection of that country and of our own 
frontiers, in addition to those now authorized by law. 


“These measures are due to’ the numerous tribes whom we 
have planted in this extensive territory, and to the pledges and 
encouragements by which they were induced to consent -to a 
change of residence. We may now be sid to have con- 
summated the policy of emigration, and to have entered on an 
era fullof interest to both parties. It involves the last hopes of 
humanity in respect to the Indian tribes; and though, te: 
the United States, its issues cannot be equally momertous,. 
they yet deeply concern onr prosperity and honor. It therefore 
behaoves us, at this juncture, seriously to examine the relations 
which exist between the United States and the inhabitants of 
the Indian country, to look into the duties which devolve on 
us, and to mature a system of measures for their just and con- 
stant execution. i 


“In almost every treaty providing for the emigration of an 
Indian tribe, the impossibility of preserving it from extinction, 
1 left within the limits of any of the States or organized Terri- 
tories of the United States, and thus exposed to the advances of 
the white population, is expressly recognised. ‘The advantages 
which the tribe will derive from its establishment in a territory 
to he exclasively accupicd by red men, under the solenin gnar- 
aniesend the paternal care of the Gnited States, ave uniformly 
i edor. Tn the y with the Choctaws of the 27th of Sep. 

", 1930, the wish of the tribes to Vowed the privilege 
e in the House of Represen'ati¥es of the United 
States is expressly mentioned; and though not acceded to by 
the commissioners of the United States, yet they insert it in the 
treaty ‘that Congress may consider of and cecide the applica- 
tion.’ In the J iy with the Cherckees east of the Missis-, 
sippi, itis expressly stipulated ‘that they shall be entitled to a 
delegate in the House of Representatives, whenever Congress 
shail make provision for the same.’ Itis not to be doubted 
that the hopes thus held out to these tribes had an important 
influence in determining them to consent to emigrate to their 
new homes in the West. á 


“although some of the Indians have made considerable ad- 
vances in civilization, they all need the guardianship of the 
Vated Siat Vo leave them to the barbarism of their own 
inztitufions, with the inadequate assistance ofan agent, end the 
slight control of the general superintendent, would be impru- 
dent és it regards ourselves, and unjust toward them. Under 
such asystem, hostilities will frequently break out between the 
different tribes, and sometimes between them and the inhabi- 
tants cf our frontiers, attended, in both cases, by the usual 
cons: quences of savage warfare. To fulfil, in thei) (rue spirit, 
the engagements into which we have entered, we must institute 
a comprehensive system of guardianship, adapted to the cir- 
cumstances and wants of the people, and cgiculated to Jead 
them, gradually and safely. to the exercise of self-government ; 
and, at as carly a day as circumstances will allow, the expecta. 
tions authorized by the passages above quoted from the trea- 
ties with the Choctaws and Cherokees should be fulfilled. . In- 
deed, from the facts stated by ithe commissioner, it is scarcely 
to he doubted that the Choctaws are alieady ina condition to 
Justify the measure. The Caily presence of a native delegate on 
the floor of the House of Representatives of the United States, 
presenting, es occasion may require, to that dignified assembly 
the interest cf his people, would, more than any other single 
act, attest to the world and to the Indian tribes the sincerity of 
our endeav for their preservation end kappie In the 
successful issues of those endeavors, we shall find a 


emanated, 
Of the details of the plan it would be premature tospeak now; 
they would become a subject‘of diseusrian hereafter, as con- 
nected with a bili, which the Committee on ian Affairs had 
just presented, in accorcance with the designs ef the Govern. 
“meni, He would, however, solicit the attention of the Hous 
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at this time to ati important provision of our treaties with 
the Indians, very properly referred to by the Secretary of War. 
_ The treaty with the Delawares, concluded at Fert Fitt, on the 
17th September, 1778, in the very crisis of the war of the revo- 
Jution, contains the following article : 

“Arr. G. And it is further agreed on between the contrac ing 


parties, should it be found conducive to the mutual interest cf 


poth parties, to invite any other tribes who have been friends to 
the United States to join the present confederation, and to form 
a State, whereof the Delaware nation shall be the head, and 
have a representative in Congress.” 

_ Andin the treaty concluded with the Cherokees at Hopewell, 

on the 28th November, 1785, is the following: 

Art. 12. That the Lidians may have full confidence in the 
justice of the United States, respecting their interests, they shall 

ave a right to send a deputy of their choice, whenever they 
think fit, to Congress.” 

And in the treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, with the Choc- 
taws, of the 27th September, 1630, is the following : 

“arr, 22. The chiefs of the Choctaws have suggested that 
their people are inastate of rapid advancement in education 
and refinement, and have expressed a solicitude that they might 
have the privilege of a delegate on the floor of the House of Re- 
presentatives extended to them. The commissioners do not feet 
that they can, under treaty stipulation, accede to the re- 
quest ; but, at their desire, presentit in the treaty, that Congress 
may consider of and decide the application.”’ 

Finally, at so late a period as the 29th of December, 1835, 
in ihe treaty of New Echota, wiih the Cherokees, is this 
article: 

“ ant. 7. The Cherokee nation having already made great 
progress in civilisation, and deeming it important that cvery 
proper and laudable inducement should be off red to their peo- 
ple to improve their condition, as well as to guard and secure 
in the most effectual manner the rights guarantied tu them in 
this treaty, and with a view to illustrate the liberal and en- 
lightened policy of the Government of the United States to- 
wards the Indians in their removal beyond the territorial 
limits of the States, it is stipulated that they shall be entitled 
toa delegate in the House of Representatives of the United 
States, whenever Congress shall make provision for the 
same.” 

Now I cannot permit myself (said Mr. C.) to consider these 
reiterated stipulations as mere tricks of diplomacy, dishonest 
arts, false pretences held up to allure the Indians into treaties 
of cession and of emigration. Ths idea, continually suggested 
to them, has been: You shall become as we are; you shall be 
organized into a political community, under the guaranty and 
safeguard of the United States; you shall be heard in the great 
council of the Ameriean people. I zesire to see this promise of 
the nation fulfilled, either to the letter, or, at any rate, in s 
and substance. hope the Government acts.in good faith in 

‘this matter, I koow it has the power. Lailjure it to exert an 
efficient will to accomplish its avowed plans of humanity and 
justice in behalf of the emigrant Indians, 

The fate of the Indians, in every part of the United States has 
been a deplorable one, from the first day of our intercourse with 
them to the present hour. In Maine, the tribes so conspicuous 
once in the wars of New England and of Canada are sunk to a 
community of humble fishermen. In Massachusetts, in Rhode 
Island, in Connecticut, the Mohicans, the Pequots, the Narra- 
gansetts, names of pride and of power, have dwindled to a 
wretched remnant. In New York, how few survive of that 
great and famous confederacy of the Six Nations! The Dela- 
wares and their kindred tribes have disappeared from Pennsyl- 
vania and Virginia. In the newer States, we see that process of 
decay or of extinction now going on which is consummated in 
the old ones; the Semincies in arms on their native soil, fight- 
ing, not for life or land, but for vengeance, en I vowel, it would 
seem, like the Pequois, toa war of selfe n ion; 
Creeks hurrying, in broken bands, to the West; the Chero- 
kees, the most cultivated of the southern tribos, pausing 
over their doomed exile, like the waters of the cataract, which 

ather themselves on the edge of the precipice, ere they leap 

into the inevitable abyss. ; 

Is there no responsibility cevolved on us by this state of 
‘things? That we are wholly responsible for it, I can by no 
means admit. The condition in which we see the Tn- 
diang has arisen from the fact that they are savages; that 

“they are savages in contact with cultivated men; that they 
have not institutions ofcivilizcd life to guard they nationality 
and their property against the frauds and the vices of rapacious 

„traders and land-pirates, nor the arts of civilized wherewith 
to gain subsistence. ‘These are obstacles to ih ìr preservation, 

which we, as a people, in our efforts for their advantage, have 
perseveringly, but as yet vainly, endeavored to overcome. 
Wars between them and us have resulted almost inevitably 
from our contiguity. Yet those wars are not imputable to any 
general spirit of unkindness on our part; and we bave strenu- 
ously endeavored to prevent their arming among themselves to 
protect them against the frauds and injustice of the lawless of 
our own people, and to impart to them the blessings of civili- 
zation. 

Still, indirectly, it is clear, we have to answer ior the pre- 
sent degradation of the Indians, since we soug'it them, not they 
us; and it no Europeans had come hither, the avoriginel in- 
habitants of the country would have retained their independence 
and theit pristine sovereignty. Abstrac ly considered, our con: 
duct towards them. and the doctrines of public right which go- 
vern it, are marked by many traits of injustice. You take pos- 
session of their conntry by what yoo call the right of discovery, 
orjby conquest. You pay them for it, suy you? Yes, fyou pur- 
chase land enough for the domicil of a nauon with a string 
‘Of beads. And it is impossible to adjust to the standard of 
abstract justice a dominion built on the bones and cement 
ed with the blood of vanquished and extinguished tribes. 
You must offend against their naural rights, when your 

ower could not otherwise stan They feel, as-did the Indian 
‘described by Erskine: “Who is it,” said the jealous ruler of the 
desert, encroached upon by the restless foot of transatlantic ad- 
venture; “ who is it that causes this river to rise in the high 
mountains, and to empty itself into the oceau? Who is it that 
‘makes the loud winds of winter to blow, and that calms them 
again insummer? Who is it that rears up the shade of these 
lofty forests, and that blasts them with the quick lightning at 
his pleasure? Thesame Being who gave to you a country be- 
yond the water, and gave ours to us; and by this tide we will 
defend it,” said the warrior, throwing down his tomahawk ou 
the ground, and raising the war cery of his nation. Theseare 
the Batings ‘of subjugated men every where, civilized or urei- 


villzed. They are the feelings which produce the scenes now ` 
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occurring in Florida. They are the feelitgs in violation of 
which onr empire in the new world was founded. -Yen will 
you abandon the land now by nativity yours, the hoinescf your 
kindred and your affection? You will not? Bat your dominion 
ovér thë conntry has no rootin abstract equity, and itis ex- 
tended and upheld orly by your supefor strength and art, not by 
their gratitude or their attachment for benefits received. And 
it behooves you to make reparation for the injury your very ex- 
istence here inflicts on the Indian, by promoting, in all possible 
ways, his welfare, civilization, and peace. 

Every consideration of policy calls upon us to concifiate, if 
we may, the Indians within our jurisdiction. We have com- 
pacted togetheř in the West emigrant Indians from various 
quarters, trives unfriendly or inimical to cach other, sections of 
tribes reciprocally hostile, abd all embittered, more or less, 
against us, by whom they have been driven from their own an- 
cient abodes, and stript of their long descended independence. 
Can savage warriors, the captives of battle, transported to the 
Wrest, as chiefs of the hostile Creeks have recenuy been, prie 
soners of war in irons~-can such men, censtitued as they are, 
fait to nourish the vindictive aud jealous feelings which belong 
to theirnature? Will we takeno pains to remove or allay these 
feelings of irritation? Will we deal justly with them hereafter? 
Will our equity and onr mercy be manifested as signally as 
our power? Will we secure these victims of our destiny in 
their new lands; guard them against the intrusion of our own 
people, and front Hostility among themselves? Redeem our 
promise of proiection and political fellowship? It is but the 
question whether we shall enjoy peace an: prosperity on our 
western frontier, or whether the Iodian shall send his yell into 
the heart of our settlements, ravage our lands, burn our dwel- 
lings, massecre anr wives and children. Would ye rally his 
tribes to the flaming sign of war? Would ye see the thirsty 
prairies soaked with the mingted bood of the red man and the 
white? Ifnot, be warned in time by the spectacle of desolation 
and carnags in the South. 

ts not Bast Florida laid waste? Have not millions Misi 
milions been expended already in the as yet unavailing endea- 
vor to subdue a fragment of the Seminoles? But what care 
of money? It is the sufferings of aur awn fellow-citizens, the 
lives of the brave men of our army and militia, perishing amid 
the pestilential swamps of that fafal region, the destruction of 
the deluded Indians themselves, the tarnished honor of our 
country, arid not the treasure exhausted in the war, which I 
deplore. How many generals have left that fiekt of war, 
baffled, if not defeated? Nay, is not the whole army ef the 
Unnted States thrown into distraction, and half dissolved by the 
sontentions of rank, the competitions of service, the crimina- 
tions and recriminations whieh have sprung up in such rank 
abundance, Jike some nofious growth of the tropies, out of 
the soil of East Florida? And if the desperation of a few 
Seminoles. either by their own efforts or the contagion of their 
example, can excite a way that shall summon to the field regi- 
ment after regiment of troops, to the amount, it is reported to 
us, first and last, of some twenty-five thousand men, what 
would be the consequence if injustice or mismanagement 
should kindle a similar flame among the Cherokees, the Creeks, 
and the great body of the emigrant Indians? God forbid that 
such a calamity should descend upon our beloved country. 

Dictates of duty in this mattter are not less imperative than ar- 
guments of policy. The Indians are in our hands. They have 
been sunk to what they are, ifnot by us, yet through us. We 
have agsumed the guardianship of them, and have pledged our- 
selves, by stipulation after stipulation, to watch over their wel- 
fare. I invoke the faith oftreaties, lappeal to the honor of the 
nation, I demand of its truth and justice, if there be any sense 
ef right in civilized communities, that we act decidedly and 
promptly in the execution of some well-digested plan for the 
benefit of the Indians subject to our authority. Let us not epeak 
to thern only as conquerors, and in the language of relentless 
rigor; but to the vigor that shall overawe and coxtral, conjoin 
the justice that shall command respect, and the clemency that 
shall conciliate affection. 

Mr. EVERETT saul he felt called upon to repty to some of 
the remarks of the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Cush- 
ing.) to set himself right before the country, That gentleman 
had quoted a passage from the report of the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, presented by him (Mr. E.) in 1834, in which itis 
said that the removal of the Indians to the west of the Missis- 
sippi was then the settled policy of the Government; and from 
the general tenor of his remarks, it would scem that he relied 
on the quotation as an approval of the grounds on which it had 
been adopted, and as sanction for the manner in which that 
policy has been since executed. He desired that no such im- 
pressions should go forth to the country. That repart was en- 
tirely a business article: every topic was studiously avoided 
that might revive the angry discussions of the past, or give rise 
to them in future. The committee found the policy definitively 
settled by the act of 1830, and in progress cf execution. That 
such was the settled policy of the Government, is stated simply 
asa fact; and, that being settled, naught remained but to carry 
it into execution. “The controversy between Georgia and the 
Cherokees, that gave rise to that act, was then past, and the 
committee did not, on that occasion, desire to revive it; nor did 
he now, notwithstanding what had since occurred, intend to rë- 
vive it: let it pass. Finding that policy thus definitively set- 
(led, it wasthe direct object of that report to carry it fully into 
execution. But, sir, by what measures, and in what manner? 
By measures consistent with the principles of good faith, and in 
manner consistent with the principles of humanity, and by such 
only. T have now nothing to say against the policy: my only 
complaint is solely against the measure by which it has been, 
and is now in execution. I complain that it has been executed 
in violation of national faith, and of the principles of humanity, 
by fraud, by: force, by war. I refer to the Seminoles and 
Creeks, In relation to the Seminoles, I sebmitted my views to 
the House at the Jast session. Tadhereto them. We have at- 
tempted to force upen them a treaty by which they were not 
bound. They resisted, and still resist it. I then earnestly de- 
sired that measures of conciliation should be attempted. It did 
not meet the approbation of the House or of the Executive. 
They must be whipped, was the expression used here. An 
executive order was issued to reduce them to unconditional 
submission. Four generals have been in the ficid; each has 
given place toa successor: the order remains unexecuted. i 

A small portion of the Creeks becoming hostile, a sweeping 
order was given to remove the whole nation, hostile or friendly; 
py force, ifnecessary. The treaty of 1832 secured to the Indians 
aright in their reservations, and to remain upon thern—a right 
as perfect. and as sacred as that by which any man holds the 
farm on which helives. Yet, sir, this, notwithstanding, on the 
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irruption of hos ility afa part ofthe nation only, this sweeping 
order was given. No previous inquiry was made into the causes 
of these hostilities, to. ascertain whether they did not originate.” 
from us. No. sir; the order was given, and put in execution as 
autilitary measure. It now appears that the first fault was our | 
own; that the fraudulent and oppressive conduct of the whites 
was the cause of tke Creek hostilities. Speculators had ob- 
tained forged deeds of their lands, driven them from.théir homes, , 
reduced them to starvation, to desperation. Sir, undersuch cir- 
cumstances, would not while men rise in arms? eee: 

(Mr. Horsey of Georgia, called on Mr. Eversrt to state the 
evidence on which his statement “that the frauds committed © 
on the Creeks was the cause of their hostilities.” : 

Mr. E. said that he was not aware that any one would, at this 
day, question the fact. For the evidence be would refer the 
gentleman to the documents published, and particularly to the 
famous Shorter letters, detailing the particular manner in 
which the forged deeds were obtained, and the extent o: the 
forgeries. A band of from twenty to fifty Indians would-be 
collected in the woods, who would personate the surrounding: . 
Indian reserves, and, for a trifling reward, give deeds of theii 
lands. And, under such deeds, certified by a Government 
agenton the spot, the Indians were driven from their settle. 
mente. That such acts would and had produced the Creek . 
hostilities, was his inference. 

Mr. H. after stating that the hostilities did not break ont in 
the sections of the country where the frauds were committed, 
called on Mr. E. to designate the parts of the Creek country 
whera the frauds were committed. : 

Mr. E. said he thought he was entitled to call.on the gentleman 
tostate in What part of the Creek country the frauds had not 
been committed.] 

I will now ca'l the attention of the House to the manner in 
which the removal of the Creeks is conducted. Whether they. 
are regarded as friendly or hostile, they are entitled to be 
treated with at least commen humanity. 1 say nothing of the 
removal of some thousand or more in irons; possibly necessi- _ 
ty may require it—possibly they may have been of the hostile 
party, or of those whom force alone could compel to leave 
their country ; necessity may have required it—pass them by... 
I speak of the great mass o the population, of men, women, 
and children. Since the debate of yesterday, Ihave had put 
into my hands an appalling description of their sufferings—of 
whatare probably their sufferings at thismoment. The recital 
is enough to make one’s blood run cold. Itia a letter from a 
gentieman at Fort Gibson, published in the Arkansas. Gazetto, 
The name of the writer is not given; but the letter carries on 
its face internal evidence of its uuth; and we are relieved 
from all suspicion of its having been got up for political effect, 
from the fact that the Gazette is an administration paper. I 
will ask that it be read at the Clerk’s table. 


“FROM THE WEST. 
“Extract of a letter irom a gentleman in the West to his friend |, 


in this place: 
_ “DECEMBER 25, 1836. 

“There is now arriving at Fort Gibson, and on the road:be- 
tween that place and the Mississippi river, near 14,000 Creek 
Indians, under course of removal, by the Government of the : 
United States, to their new country on the Arkansasriver. The 
removal is made by a company of contractors, who receive a: 
atated sum per head for each Indian delivered to the officers of 
Government appointed to receive them at the line of their new 
country. > 

“These contractorsare bound to subsist them on their journey; < 
aid the removal of the Indians is, to them, a matter of specu- 
lation. Ittherefore becomes their interest te rush them on, re. ` 
gardless of either comfort or convenience tothe Indians. And, 
in fact, those contractors could not reasonably be expected to 
consult the comforts of the Indians to much extent, at their 
own individual expense. Therefore, the policy of removing 
them by contract is a bad one, as is well known to every one - 
who is atal! familiar with Indian removals. 

“Those people have necessarily, from the impoverished con- 
dition of many of them, to move slowly; and: perhaps more so 
than was anticipated by the contractors previous to their starte 
ing; consequently, they may not be able, without incurring : 
much individual expense, to extend to the Indians even the in- 
dulgence of time that common humanity requires; and whether 
they comply with their obligation in this case or not, I am not 
prepared to say; but ve that asit may, wo portion of American 
history can furnish a parallel of the misery and suffering at 
present endured by the emigrating Creeks, They consist of 
all ages, sexes, and sizes, and of all the varieties of human in~ 
tellect and condition, from the civilized and tenderly nurtured 
matron and misses, to the wild savage and the poorest of the 
poe Thousands of them are entirely destitute of shoes, or covers 
ing of any kind for the feet; many of them are almost. naked; 
and but few of them have any thing more on their persons than 
alight dress, calculated only for the summer, or for a very 
warm climate; and the weather being warm when they lett 
Alabama, many of them left their heavier articles of clothing, 
expecting them to be brought on in steamboats, which has as yet 
been only partially done. In this destitute condition they are 
wading the cold mud, or are hurried on over the frozen road, as 
the case may be. Many of them have in this way had their feet 
frostbitten, and, being unable to travel, fail in the rear of the 
main party; and in this way are left on the road, to await the 
ability or convenience of the contractors to assist them. ` Many 
of thera, not being able to endure this unexampled state of hu- 
man auffering, die, and, it is said, are thrown by the side of the 
road, and are covered only with brush, &c. where they remain 
until devoured by the wolves. > ` PN ` 

t JJow long this state of things will exist. is hard to conjec 
ture. It is now past the middle of December, and the winter, 
though cold. is by no means at its worst stage; and when the 
extreme of winter doesfall upon these most miserable creatures, ` 
in their present suffering and:-desperate condition, the destruc. 
tion of human life will be most deplorable. : ` 

“The American people, it is presumed, are as yet unac-: 
quainted with the condition of those people; and. it is hoped 
that, when they de become acquainted with the facts, the phi: 
lanthropic portion of the community will not be found wanting 
jn their efforts to alleviate, as far as practicable, their extreme 
suffering. They arein want of almostevery article in common. 
use ina civilized community, particularly clothing, and any 
thing of that kind would be highly acceptable—such as coarse: 
gowns, shirts, coats, pantaloons, shoes, &c. which, if given dus 
Ting this winter, might be the means of-saving many lives... : > 

“tt should be borne in mind that the Creeks now on their 
way have vol untarily removed from their homes, in Alabama, 
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pefote the time at which they could be positively required te 
move; and that oni promises made to them, some of which have 
not, and in all probability wili not, be complied with; and, after 
agreeing to remove, they left their country in such haste, that 

any of them were not able to make sale of theit property; and 
‘those who did effect sales, it is said, did not receive more than 
half-value for the property sold. < 

4% ia thought, by many persons, that the Creeks now on 

-their way, and arriving in this country, have been recently hos- 
tle to the whites, and that they have been removed by force of 
arms from the country east of the Mississippi; but such is not 
the fact, Apothlahola and his people, now under course of re 
moval, have been, with but few exceptions, friendly to the 
whites, and aided them in the defeat and subjugation of Nehe- 
mathla and his 2,500 followers, who were brought on to this 
country early in the fall, and. who are at this time hostile in 
feeling, not only to the whites, but te Apothlahola’s party. Far- 
thermore, Apothlahola has with him the families of near a 

` thousand of his warriors, now serving with ourarmy in Florida. 

“Tf the removal of the Indians had been made by officers of 
the Government, whoge commissions would rest upon a faithful 
execution of their duty both te the Government and to the Ia- 
dians, (as was the case in the removal of the Choctaws some 
years since,) the case would have been very different from what 
it has been in'this case. The condition of the Indians would 
have been better, and the actual expense to the Government 
would have been less; much more indulgence as to time could 
have been extended to them by the Government, than could be 

iven by private individuals; they would have been more com- 

‘ortable, and consequently Jess Jiablé to sickness and death, and 
to the terrible suffering which they at present have to endure. 

YT will here remark that, to each separate party of four or five 
thousand of those Indians, there is attached, as agent of the Go- 
vernment, an officer of the army, which officers have no doubt 
discharged their duty in the matter to the fullest extent of their 
power. At any rate, not the least complaint has been heard to 
have been made against any one of them; and they are said to 
stand high in the estimation of the Indians, and have had consi- 
derable turmoil with the contractors. : 

It ig not my purpose to cast any reflection or censure in any 
partiguiarquerter, but there is a fault somewhere, and it isto be 

oped that the inquiring community will look to the causes 
which have led to this great extreme of human suffering.” 

On ‘the statement made in this letter I shall make no com- 
ment, I make no charge against the administration as having 
intended or countenanced this state of things. I fear, however, 

. that they have not taken all proper precaution to prevent it. 
Tt is stated, and I am glad te know it, that the officers of 
the Government attending the emigrating party are not in fault. 
They, it seems, have done every thing in their power. The 
fault is in the contractors. I hope no such case will again oc- 
cur. Itisour duty to prevent it, if possible I woutd not place 
economy against humanity. [should be willing to treble the 
amount of the appropriation, if necessary, for the comfort of 
the emigrants. Abolish the removals by contract; subject them 
no more to the avarice of contractors. 

‘My. PARKER moved to recommit the bill to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, with instructions so to modify and amend 
it as to strike out all the general appropriations made therein 
for the Indian tribes, and insert in their place specific appro- 
priations founded on the estimates for which the money ìs re- 
quired and stated to be due. 

‘Mr. HOLSEY said the gentleman from New Jersey has mov- 
ed to recommit the bill to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
with instructions to specify on the face of the bill a particular 
amount ofappropriation for each item of expenditure for the 
removal of the Creek Indians. I am opposed to this motion on 
two grounds. First, because the details upon which the aggre- 
gate appropriation is founded, have already been furnished by 
the commissioner of the Indian bureau, priated, and laid upon 
the table of each member, before the bill was taken up in the 
Committee of the Whole on the ‘state of the Union. Secondly, 
because the execution of the treaty stipulations being dependent 
upon facts whieh this Fouse do not know, and cannot ascertain 
until the time of the actual removal of the Indians, it would not 
only embarrass, but even prevent the execution of some of the 
articles of the treaty. Upon the first ground, the House will 
perceive that itis not called upen to vote a sum total of the 
public money without a knowledge of the integral parts which 
compose it, They have been spread before us with a mi- 
nutenesa sufficient to satisfy the most scrupulous, and a cer- 
tainty te which a nisi priws pleader could not take exception— 
a certainty not only to a common intent, but in every particu- 
lar, There isa special count per head for removal after the line 

* of march is taken up; another for rations whilst in camp pre- 
paratory to removal; a third for rifles, ammunition, blankets, 
blacksmiths, &c. &. (Here Mr. IL. read from the estimates of 
the Commissioner of the Indian Départment, the various de- 
tails, and said) Gentlemen had called for specifications. Te- 
dious as they are, I have given them, because they were de- 
manded, and will ask in return the measure of legal justice, a 
recovery secundem allegaid et probata. But the gentleman 
from New Jersey is content with the items and their correspond- 
ing expenditure, butinsists that they should be brought into the 
bill. A glance at the treaty presents insuperable objections. 
By the 13th article, each Creek warrior to is be furnished with 
arife and ammunition, and each family witha blanket. As the 
number of these articles must necessarily depend upon the num- 
ber of warriors and families at the time of executing the treaty, 
a specificamount for these purposes must run the hazard either 
of excess or deficiency. Again, sir: you insert inthe bill a spe- 
tial amount ($28 50) per head to defray the expenses of sub- 
wistence and transportation. Shall your emigrating contractors 
have no less, or will you give them no more? The same may 
‘pe said as to rations whilst in a preparatory state to removal. 
But Iwill not multiply instances. Ihave already enumerated 
enough to show that the Executive Department. being charged 
with the execution of the treaty and the removal of the Indians. 
and these objects being influenced by facts and. contingencies 
which the Legislature can neither know nor control, specific 
appropriatiens for particular itenis can only tend to clog or de- 
feat the mainend and design of the bill, the removal of the In- 
dians, and the fulfilment of the national obligations. 

But, sir, the gentleman from Vermont. (Mr. Everett) has as- 
sumed positions.in regard to our Indian relations which, as one 
of thé representatives of Georgia, I cannot permit te pass un- 
noticed upon this floor, While he admits 1t is the settled policy 
of the Government to transplant the aborigines beyond the 
Mississippi, he maintains that the portion of the Creeks recently 
yemovedto the West have been torn from their birthright and 
thoit: homes, in contravention of the national faith solemnly 


pledged in the treaty of March, 1832. He interposes the same 
objection to the passage of this bill, which provides for the re- 
moval of the remaining portion of the tribe; arrays the frauds 
perpetrated upon them in the sale of reservations by our own 
people as the causes of their late hostilities; and whilst pour- 
ing ont the melting charities of his heart, the nerpa sympa- 
thies of his soul, for the injuries and sufferings of the degraded 
sons of Ishmael, reserves for his own race the freezing admo- 
nition that those who sow the wind must reap the whirlwind; 
who unchain the tiger must abide his fury as he walks upon his 
destroying path. Sir, I beg leave to differ with the gentleman 
from Vermont, both in sentiment and opinion. T boldly avow 
my attachment for the race from which I have descended, and 
with whom J have united in the civil state for the purpose of 
defence against foreign invasion. Ihave no tears to shed for 
the savage who buries the tomahawk in the mother’s breast, 
andimbrues his hands in her infants blood. I rejoice that 
‘American arms have been enabled to arrest the barbarians in 
their march of blood asd conflagration, and to transplant them 
beyend the juriscictiin of the States. The honorable gentle- 
man from Vermont has entrenched himself on the high 
grounds of the treaty, and opened his batteries upon the Go. 
Varnment for a violation of its provisions, by removing the In- 
fians against their consent. A single fire will dislodge him 
fram his position. By the laws of nations a state of war.abro- 
gates pre-existing treaties. If the Government continues to 
fifi the remaining clauses of the treaty, it is only from a prin- 
ciple of humanity, and not from any considerations arising 
from good faith to the Indians. If they have raised the toma- 
hawk and scalping knife for the adjustment of their wrongs, 
they cannot complain that the musket and the bayonet have 
been made the umpire of our differences. The treaty was 
therefore cancelled by the commencement of hostilities, and 
their removal a military operation essential to the peace and 
safety of the frontiers. But the gentlemen from Vermont has 
said that he has evidence in his possession to show that the 
frauds committed in the sales of Indian reservations were the 
causes of the recent aggressions on the part of the Creek nation. 
I demand not only the evidence of fraud, but proof that if any 
were committed, they were the causes of hostilities. 

{Here Mr. Everett stated that his opinion was formed from 
the report of Col. Hogan, an agent appointed to investigate the 
allegations of fraud.) 

The honorable gentleman prejudges not only the charges 
of fraud, hut how far they may have led to the war-—subjects 
which are now under the investigation of commissioners ap- 
pointed.under a resolution of the last session of Congress. If, 
as hé supposes, the alleged frauds were the causes of the war, 
we would naturally expect to find the seatof war in the dis- 
tricts where they were committed. But the history of the 
Creek way is directly at variance with the gentleman’s sup- 
position. In MeYfenry’s district, where alone there is a 
single allegation supported by the least color of proof, the 
natives maintained theii friendly relations with but few ex- 
ceptions. In the district certified by Genera] Sanford, an offi- 
cer deservedly high inthe confidence of the Government, and 
of elevated and ‘irreproachable character, and where I call 
upon the gentleman from Vermont to Jay his finger upon a 
single case of fraud sustained by a shadow of evidence, the 
war had its rise, progress, and end. Thus it seems where 
there was fraud there was the least aggression, and where 
there was no fraud the war raged in all its horrors. Sir, were 
I to seek for the sources of the war with the Creek Indians, I 
should dive deeper into the recesses of the human heart, and 
look beyond the sale of Indian reservations. Without reverting 
io the discovery of the continent, and the nature of the causes 
which have produced the existing relations between the two 
races, T assume it as a fact. verified by daily experience and 
observation, that there exists between then a deep, national 
animosity, which, upon the bord is continually manifesting 
itselfin open violence. Eisin vain, sir, that you may look for 
astateof tranquillity between two people so opposite in cha- 
racter as savage and civilized man. In vain may you look for 
it between the red and the white man, burning under a sense 
of mutual injuries for centuries, T repeat it, sir, hostilities will 
ever mark the line of your fronti They spring necessarily 
out of existing relations, and a te of peace is buta tempo- 
rary suspension of hostilities. Sir, treat as you please, act as 
you u'ease, reservations or no reservations, fraud or no fraud, 
the removal of a warlike tribe of Indians, like that of the 
Creeks, becomes, from the natvre of things, a military mea 
sure. They will not go as abjects; revenge must sweeten the 
bitter cup of their departure. Why, sir, you might give them 
ten times the value of their lands, bath by treaty and private 
contract, and it would not affect the result. It isthe tempest 
ofthe human soul, and you cannot bribe it. Neither the in- 
genuity nor the power of man can hushit into silence. As 
the hour of removal approaches, portentous clouds pegin to 
darken the horizon, and the note of preparation is the electric 
fire which rends them asunder, and calis down all their fury. 

In spite of all your treaties, your justice, or your magna- 
nimity, they will not tamely relinquish their soil to your 
possession. For it they will exact not only your gold, but your 
blood. Gentlemen are grossly deceived, who imagine that in 
the absence of fraud this tribe would peaceably have emigrated 
beyond the Mississippi! The supposition betrays an entire 
want of knowledge of the Indian ‘character, and of causes 
which have been operating for ages past. 

But, sir, my honorable colleague (Mr. Dawson) has impvted 
this war to the Goverament as its author. This is a grave 
charge, and requires examination, - Sir, I had supposed that the 
Executive chiefof this natien was the last man upon earth on 
whom this reproach could he ca The blood and tears of 
helpless innocence. whilst falling the victims of Indian barbarity, 
will never cry to Freaven against him. [Here Mr. Dawson ex- 
plained, by saying that he did not mean to implicate the Presi- 


„dent, but those through whose agency the clause for reservas 


tions in the treaty had been inserted.) Tam happy to fiad my 
colleague disclaims all impatations upon the Chief Executive. 
The charge was made and reiterated against the Government. 
Now, sir, Iam at a lossto find the Government, in the forma- 
tion of a treaty, without the President. Fie forms the treaty, 
and the Senate approves or rejects it. When the Government 
is censured for the formation of an improper treaty, I take it 
for granted the President is implicated. But my colleagueyhas 
disclaimed it, and I will press it no farther. I hope, therefore, 
the motion of the genileman from New Jersey will not prevail, 
and that the House will pass the bill. 

Mr. DAWSON, of Georgia, said the course which the debate 
had taken on the bill before the House had madeit his duty, as 
one of the representatives of Georgia, to ask the indulgence of 


the House, for a short time, that he might be heard upon some 
of the facts stated by gentlemen, and briefly to reply to some of 
the insinuations, charges, and allegations which had been made 
in relation to that part of the Union from whichheeame. The 
range of this discussien had been wide, and to his mind, (Mr. D, 
said,) ina great measure unauthorized by the objects of the 
bill; quéstions and subjects having but Jittle connection, if any, 
had been introduced. i 

Gentlemen had spoken freely and sympathetically touching 
the policy pursued in relation to the Indians, and especially the 
Creeks, and had plainly intimated, if not charged, that huma- 
nity had been violated, and the character of the country black- 
ened by acisor cruelty to them; that the conduct of the citi- 
zens of Georgia and Alabama to these Indians had given ori- 
gin to the late war, which, it seems, has not yet entirely subsi- 
ded, and, in its consequences, the butchery of men, women, and 
children, depredations, and desolation of property. 

Mr. Speaker, permit me (said Mr. D.) to say these allegations 
contain not the true causesofthe war. It isa mistake, a very 
great mistake; it isnotso. Truth and justice unite, and deny 
that Georgia and Alabama were in fault in this matter to such 
an exient as te justify so grave an allegation; and in their vin. 
dication, and especially those of my constituents who have been 
denominaied the people of the frontiers, and against whom it 
has heen said the dire calamities which were perpetrated on the 
eastern and western banks of the Chattahoochee river, during 
the last spring and summer, were partially chargeable, I may 
say, without being influenced by State pride, a more honorable 
and hgh minded population inhabit no portion of this Uvion, 
and for the fulfilment of their duties as good and worthy citi- 
zens, politically and morally, are nut inferior to any other por- 
tion of the confederacy. The charge that their conduct forced 
the Indians into a state of desperation, and caused the bloody 
and savage acts which they committed, is not true or just, nor 
can it, with any propriety, be made. Sir, the people of that 
section of the country are benevolent and generous, and possess, 
at least in an equal degree, every sympathy common to our na- 
ture, and which excites noble and honorable acts, and wouid 
extend the influence of these virtuous feeling as far as any peo- 
pleonearth. And here, in all kindness and good feeling ‘to the- 
gentlemen from Massachusetts and Vermont, who, on yesterday 
and to-day, addressed the House with so much sympathy in be- 
half of the aborigines, and who depicted, with so much pathos, 
the oppressiens and cruelties which had been inflicted on that 
race, Í can sty no man indulges a more sincere desire to alle- 
viate their condition, and improve their minds and their morals, 
than I do; and the gentlemen will pardon me for reminding 
them that the tide, the first wave of which began to flow en the 
landing of tbe pilgrims at Plymouth, (1620,) and beat on that 
rock which now occupies, as a curiosity, the centre of the town 
of Plymouth, and is to this day respected as sacred, is still flow- 
ing, and will finally urge this race beyond the Mississippi, with- 
out leaving a remnant behind. The waves of this tide have, in 
its floods, left the remembrance of oppressions and seeming, if 
not actual, cruelties towards the people of the forest, which the 
history of the New England pilgrims and their descendants has 
recorded. On the pages of that history scenes are painted not 
Jess abhorrent to humanity or less appalling to the sickly ima- 
ginations of the present then those scenes of cruelty and oppres- 
sion to which such frequent reference had been made duringthis 
debate. May I permitted to ask, where are the mighty tribes of 
Indians who once occupied the delightful regions of New Eng- 
land, and from the ‘mountain top”? Jimited their extent only 
by the surrounding sky, and who, in their native freedam, 
sported on the beautiful rivers, and who spread so much terror 
and consternation among the first white setilers? They are 
gone, sir; and the places which knew them once will know 
themno more. And by what power were they forced, at least, 
from the fand of the pilgrims? i 

Sir, I will not cry out cruelty, inhumanity, or injustice, or 
indulge in a needless and unnecessary tirade about the policy 
pursued in that-section, in that period and since, towards the 
people, whose condition we cannot improve; it would, perhaps, 
be unkind so to act or to speak, for necessity, no doubt, pre- 
scribed the policy of that day; the same causes would now pro- 
duce similar effects. I will, however, remind gentlemen that 
the same tide which, I might say, was put in motion by the 
Puritans, in its floods, has spread desolation over the natives of 
the forests—first in the East—and it will not ebb, I apprehend, 
until they are utterly annihilated; the idea is unpleasant, yet it 
is clearly the result te be gathered from the past history of this 
country, and the indications of the future. Let not the East, 
then, reflect on the policy of the General Government, or the 
States, in relation to the aborigines: necessity and policy pre- 
scribe the course of all, mingled with and regulated by justice 
and humanity. 

I ust the House will pardon me for alluding, at this time, t 
the legislation of Georgia, and her course towards these peo- 
ple: her laws, when understood, will be approved—her statute 
books will show the protection and securities guarantied to the 
Indians. Their persons and property are as inviolable as 
those of the whites: personal wrongs committed on them by 
the whites are punished by the same law, and to the same ex- 
teat, as if committed on a while man. 

As to the indulgencies towards the Indians, the patience with 
which Georgia awaited the fulfijment of the compact of 1802 
will show. And it is worthy of remark that, notwithstanding 
the various tribes which have resided in that State from the 
revolution to this day, her history is not stained by a single act 
of cruelty towards that people; nor has an Indian suffered the 
penalty of the Jaw for its violation, which a white man would 
not have suffered for the same offence. Nor has the policy of 
Georgia, within the last forty years, and I believe never, ner 
have the acts of any portion of her citizens involved this Go- 
vernment in a single border war. But, sir, for a few years 
past individuals, and perhaps numbers of very good men, hava 
labored under a delusion and belief that Georgia had acted to- 
wards the Indians within her limits with great rigor and op 
pression. This is not true, to the extentalleged: in fact every 
act of the State had been justifiable and demanded by the state of 
our Indian relations. No State, Mr. Speaker, (said Mr. D.) in 
this Union has exhibited more magnanimity and indulgence 
towards the Indians. How long have the Cherokees been in 
the peaceable and quiet occupancy of the lands of Georgia, 
within her constitutional limits, and guarrantied by the General 
Government in the compact of 18027 More thana half centu- 
ry, sir. What has arrested the growthof Georgia for so man: 
years, and kept her in the rear of the old thirteen? Her kind- 
nsss and generesity to the Indians, sir! Which of the States, 
originally forming the Constitution of this Union has borne 
such an Incumberance upon its prosperity? None, rir—none. 
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Is it not then unkind and ungenerous, yea, unjust and exciting, 
to be charged atthis day, by those who have swept the Indians 
- from their soil yearsago, with unrelenting extermination? But 
the cry has been raised of cruelty and oppression, and the mad- 
ness of the day must have time to cool. Ttrust, sir, I may be 
pardoned for the digressions into which I have been drawn by 
this debate. 
. To return to the causes of the late war. It hag been asked, 
if the conduct of the citizens of Georgia and Alabama did not 
produce the war, what did? I answer, the treaty, and the con- 
sequences proceeding necessarily from it. Yes, sir, the treaty 
entered into at Washington city, by {he United States and the 
chiefs of the Creek nation, in 1832" My opinion is, and so is 
the opinion of all who fully understand al? its parts. that out 
of the terms of that treaty grew the prime cause of the misfor- 
tunes, butcheries, and desolations which the people of Georgia 
and Alabamasuffered within the last eighteen months. Letme 
explain. The reservations, the Indian reservations, sir, turn- 
edthe Creek country into a market, overt and covert, for 
sales and contracts, honest and dishenest; for frauds, limited 
and extensive; and to this market speculators of all sizes, 
classes, and characters, individually and in confederacy, and 
those who were too honest to act improperly in person, sent 
their men. From these reservations spring the contracts and 
sales, honest and dishonest,and all the frauds about which so 
much has this day been said. And these frauds chiefly, and 
perhaps an unwillingners on the partof the Indian to go west 
ef the Mississippi, produced the late war. Hence, my asser- 
tion is true, that the provisions of the treaty created the causes 
of the war—the frauds, the war—the reservations, the frauds— 
the treaty, the reservations. Hear the second article of that 
treaty; it reads thus: “ The United States engage to survey the 
land as soon as the same can conveniently be done, afer the 
ratification of the treaty; and when the same is surveyed, to 
allow ninety principal chiefs of the Creek tribe to select one 
section each, and every other headof a Creek family fo select 
one-half section each, which tractsshall be reserved from sale 
for nar use, for the term of five years, unless sooner dis- 
osed of by them,’ &e. 
7 The 3d alticie says: “These tracts. may be conveyed by the 
persons selecting the same to any other persons, for a fair con: 
sideration, in such manner as the Presider.t may direct; the con- 
tract shall be certified by some person appointed for that pur- 
pose by the President, but shall not be valid till the President 
approves the same; a title shall be given by the Unitec 
States, on the completion of the payment.” Who eannot see, 
ata glance, that this treaty, concocted, arranged, planned, and 
ratified here, in the city of Washington, threw open, wide and 
broad, the doors fur speculation, frand, and corruption? And, 
. sir, I have.nọ doubt one of the contracting parties saw it, and 
_ knew it, atid it seems, endeavored to provide against it; for the 
3d article. which contemplates a sale, says E these reservations 
may be sold, for a fair consideration, in suet a manner as the 
President may direct; the contract shall be certified by some 
person appointed for that purpose by the President,” &c. Geor- 
ia or Alabama did not create this mother ofso many evils: no, 
sir, it took its origin in the city of Washington, and was the 
production of one ofthe departments of this Government. And 
who should be answerable for the dreadful and heart-rending 
calamities, frauds, speculations, and infamous combinations 
for unworthy purposes, growing out of it? The answer is pal- 
Jable. : 
p And, sir, who has not heard it and seen it in the public 
rints, that this treaty had been made a means, an engine, an 
instrument in the hands of Governmental agents, in combination 
with individuals and companies, foc, in many instances, dis- 
honest speculations and fraud? Yes, sir, these things are public; 
and, in my view, it is clear that this treaty, with its reserva 
tions, has been used for the mercenary interests of others than 
a portion of the people of Geergia and Alabama. Yea, North 
and South,and Eastand West, and this centre, Washington 
city, the place which gave birth to the treaty, are said, and I 
have no reason to doubt it, to have recipients and partakers of 
these fraudulent speculations. The day, I trust, will come, 
when the curtain shal! be removed, and the authors, activé and 
dormant, in these dark deeds of infamy, shall be dragged for- 
ward on the scene; when the whole of the facts connected with 
this treaty and the frauds shall be developed with damning 
roof againstthe guilty,and ample justification and approval 
of the honest speculators or purchasers, when the world shail 
know where to attach the blame, to apply the finger of scorn, 
and the accents of indignant reprobation. Then we shall find 
who has pocketed the proceeds of frauds carried Into successful 
operation by means of this measure of the Government, the 
treaty. And yet, sir, notwithstanding the many actorsin these 
atrocities, exclusive censure has been directed to the contigu- 
ous States of these frands, and they alone ex posed and branded 
as the originators ofthe evils which have followed. Let every 
ove bear his share of the blame, as well as his portion of public 
indignation, whether he be in office, high or low, or occupying 
a private station; Hires who are equally guilty of fraud should 
ual in every thine eise. 
berg Mpangs.the conclusions which have been drawn by myself 
and others, in relation to the causes ofthe war, it has been said, 
and I think by my colleage. (Mi. H.) that the white population 
on the.frontiers and the Indians are generally in a state. of hos- 
tility with each other; as a proposition, it may be true, but in 
relation to the late Creek war it was not so: for I have no recol- 
jection ofany acts of oppression tothe Indians. or of hostilities 
from them. The Indians were peaceable until the consequences 
of the treaty began to develop themselves. Frauds, it is said, 
were committed in relation to the reservations, which could be 
effecte] only by a combination of the certifying agents; and, 
unless the agents connived, a fraud could nat be easily practised, 
The removal of suspected agents, by the President, took place 
in order to protect the Indians; but, sir, potn staniling, frauds 
were perpetrated, the Indians were swindled, and they, a least 
apart of them, became desperale, particularly when the man or 
“men which their Great Father the P esident had sent for their 
came a traitor to their interest. and was instru- 
mental, as has been charged on this floor, and elsewhere, in de- 
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when they had consuthmated their speculations aud frauds, in 
which some Georgians and Alabamians participated, they re- 
turn to their homes, and add to their infamy, by slandering and 
ealumniating the peop'e on the frontiers, whom they hatal 
ready too much injured, by Jibelling them as being the insti- 
gators and cause ef the dreadful consequenceaof their awn acts 
of injustice. $ ` 

Sir, there has been an immense machine in motion in rela- 
tion to these frauds, and similar speculations, in every section 
of the country where the public lands are forsale. Where can 
its location be, sir? I have heard it said, probably in the city 
of Washington. One thing seems to be most certain, that itis in 
operation; but who manages the handle, and regulates its 
mighty action, is beyond discovery. Speculation is the order 
of the day, and those who have engaged in it, as individuals or 
companies, are becoming rich—whether active or dorinant 
partners; and those whe have committed the frauds upon the 
Indians in the Greek country, whether they were agents or of- 
ficers of the Government, i-dividuals, or companies, or other- 
wise, are, in a great measure, by the use of the treaty and its 
unfortunate and unwise provisions, the cause of the late Indian 
difficulties. 

The gentleman from Vermont had very elequently and 
feelingly depicted these frauds, and had also presented to this 
House a deplorable picture, as drawn, of the condition and 
situation of the emigrating Creeks; and also by the anonymous 
letter which he bas caused to be read by the Clerk. Suppose 
all this to be true, no censure should be attributed to Georgia 
or Alabama, for they had no more conneciion with these matters 
than any other States in the Union; it is a matter in the exclu- 
sive control of the General Government. 

(Mr. Everetr arose, and asked Mr. D. to permit him fo ex- 

lain. 

P The gentleman from Georgia (Mr. E. said) bad misappre- 
hended the scope of his remarks He certainly did not intend 
to make any imputation against the character of any State; and 
thought his expressions had been sufficiently guarded to ex- 
clude such a construction. He had, in general terms. charged 
the Creek frauds on the whites; he had not designated to what 
portion of country they belonged. He was well aware, as the 
gentleman from Georgia, that they did not belong exclusively 
to the adjoining States; that persons of high standing else- 
where were concerned in the frauds and the removal: and that 
it would be in the highest degree illiberal and unjust te charac- 
terize any Stale by the improper conguet ef a few individua's; 
and he could have na donbt that the conduct of these specula- 
tors was held in as deep reprobation in Georgia and Alabama, 
as in any part of the Union. ] k 

Yes, sir, (said Mr. Dawson.) there isno doubt of that fact. 
and I am gratified at the explanation. The letter, sir, which 
has beeh read before this House, detailing the condition of the 
emigrating Creeks, whether truc or false, had no relation to the 
States from whence they had removed; nor could it originate 
censure against those States which had suffered by their mur- 
ders. arsons, and robberies. If censure were dus, it properly 
attached to the Government, or its agents, as this article of the 
treaty will clearly demonstrate: “ Art. 12. The United States 
are desirous that the Creeks should remove to the country west 
of the Mississippi, and join their countrymen there; and for 
this purpose it is agreed that, as fast as the Creeks are prepar- 
ed toemigrate, they shallhe removed at the expense of the 
United States, and shall receive subsistence whilst on their 
journey, and for one year after their arrival at their new 

ome,” &¢. - 

‘he Government is thereby bound to remove the Creeks, and 
to subsist and protect them, and to pay all the expenses of 
removal; and to support them and supply them for one year 
after their arrival at their “new home.” These are obliga- 
tions and duties belonging to the Government, and for their ful- 
filment and discharge ample appropriations have been made 
by Congress. If these duties and obligations have been ne- 
glected; and if it be true that these people are in the miserable 
Condition represented, that their sufferings are such as have 
been portrayed, the fault must he on the azents of the Govern- 
ment. The contractors for removal, I understane, have fulfilled 
their contracts; no cause of censure justly applies to any State: 
the Government is responsible. 


Sir, « needless sympathy seems to have been excited, in con 
sequence of the few hostile Creeks having been emigrated in 
chains. This is true, and was an act just and proper, and the 
officers of the Government deserve no censure for this; justice 
and humanity prompted it; it was due te the safety of the de- 
fence'ess women and children of the frentiers, and for the pro- 
tection of the property of our cilizensin. that section, which 
was then a scene of desolation, conflagration, and murder; and, 
sir, it was anact of kindness to the Indians themselves, thus to 
force them to their new home, and prevent them from remain- 
ing and avenging their mistaken and savage propensities by 
acts of crueliy and murder against the whites; and it gave 
them an escape from the vengeance of a justly incensed and 
excited community, who had been roused to desperation by the 
murderous acts of these very emigrating Indians. It was 
an act of pure grace and favor, for. by the laws of the land, 
these murderers of women and children, and desolators of 
property, and destroyers of the public mails, had forfeited their 
lives, and deserved death. But, sir, the generous, and noble, 
and forgiving feelings of our nature permitted them to escape 
the vengeance of tie violatedlaw. Let no man speak of the 
indignation of the injured Georgians and Alabamians leading to 
eruesy; the emigration of these Indians, after tie murders 
they had c mmitied, the robberies and conflagrations they had 
perpetrated, being permitted by an injured people to escape, 
and to have taken up their line of march for the West, almost 
in view of the smoking ruins of Roanoke, amidst the remains 
of which now lie the bones and ashes of fathers, mothers, 
brothers, and sisters, innocent and unoffending women and 
children, who were murdered by the deadly rifles of these emi- 
grants, OT perished in the flames of the conflagration. Mr. 
Speaker, their permission to escape ts wondrous, and speaks 
volumes in favor of ihat portion of this Union, and will com. 
mand applause. Such es indulgence to the ignorance and 
savage ferocity of the men of the forest can be found in the 


S 


history only of Georgia and Alabama, 

There is stilla part of the people remaining, and the appro- 
priation contained in the bill before the House is to effect their 
yemoval; let me, in the name of anexposcd and injured people, 
urge that it should be made, and these Indians removed. Thea 
may the men, women, and children, of that suffering portion of 
the Union, sleep secure, and be relieved from all the fears ‘and 
apprehensions of savage cruelties. _ 

Mr. EVERETT said he was gratified that he had made the 
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occasion for the eloquent speech of. the gentleman from. Geor. 
gia on his left (Mr. Dawson.) If any thing. could have recon- 
ciled him to some acts of that State now passed and gone by, it 
would be the tone, the temper, and the manly bearing of ‘that 
gentleman. We had listened with admiration to the instant, the 
impassioned, and able defence of the character of his State; call- 
ed out onthe mere (mis)apprehension that it had been assailed. 
The honor of that State wag in safe keeping so long as that gen- 
tlernan retained a seat on that floor, i i 

The gentleman had not, however, contented himself with re- 
pelling the supposed attack, bnt he had crossed the line, and car- 
tied the war into the North. He had significantly asked if the 
Indians had no charges to bring against New England? Sir, I 
would that I could say no. Some things were there transacted 
of which New England has no reason to be proud; but some.al- 
lowance fs to be made for the peculiar opinions of that day, 
and seme for the advance of the age. The acts done then 
wauld now be sins against greater light and knowledge. - In re- 
Jation to the Indians, there are some pages in the history. of New 
England which I wish had never been there; some that I 
wish could be obliterated. T wish the modern process of ex- 
punging could be applied to them by this body, or by any body 
elsewhere. 

(Mr. Horsey asked Mr. E. to repeat the words, not having 
heard distinetly.] i 

I said that there are some pages in the history of New Eng- 
gland that I wish could be obliterated; andi now say I should 
be glad to see the niedern process of ex: unging applied to 
them—that black lines should be drawn around the page, and 
across it written “expunged by order of the Senate.” This, 
sir, would be applying the pracess ‘to some good purpose.’ I 
have then only to say that it will be time enough to quote the 
wrongs of New England as a justification when these wrongs 
are justified. y 

I have been charged by the gentleman from Georgia on my 
right (Mr. Holsey) with an exclusive sympathy for Indian suf. 
fering, and none for those of the whites—none for the men, 
women, and children murered by the savage. That Ihave felt 
strongly the injustice perpetrated *againat that rece in all time, 
but more flagrantly of late, Iwill not deny. But; sir, what oc- 
casion have I given for the residue of the charge? ‘It is this: 
that I have not rested content with exciting attention-to the im- 
mediate cause—-to the excited savage alarm—but to those who 
have excited him to those inhuman acts. He who unchains 
the tiger, takes the responsibility. The savage is the instra- 
ment of cruclty in the hands of him who excites him to war. 
I will notice one other remark of the same gentleman, He has 
stated that the natural relation of the Indian to the whites is 
that of way, ‘That such is the inherent disposition of the In- 
Xan, on any proper occasion I would. make the igsue; that we 
have been always the aggressor, I do not say; but that we have 
been so more ohen than they, L think vur own history will 
fully sustain. In judging them, we weighed. them in even 
scales with ourselves. We have made no allowances for the 
difference of {temperament and feelings of their race; what 
should not provoke, we deem it highly unreasonable that it 
should rouse the savage to revenge. . Te occasion, however, 
is not appropriate for the further discussion of this question. — 

[General GLASCOCK’S remarks on this subject haye been 
heretofore published, and will be found at page 152.) E 

Mr. LEWIS said he rose in a state of severe indisposition 
and suffering, under which he had labored for the last two days, 
to protest against the common cry of frauds, frauds, which 
resounds from so many quarters of this House whenever an 
appropriation is asked to suppress the es or to effect 
the removal of the Creek Indians. He said it was most strange 
that this cry should again be heard, on this occasion, when a 
considerable portion of the appropriation asked was, in fact, for 
the purpose of the investigation of the very frauds against 
which gentlemen so bitterly complained. One would suppose 
that, if such a holy horror of fraud actuated this House, there 
would be no difficulty in passing this appropriation; that 
every means would be adopted to facilitate the investigation 
which is now going on; and that the clamorous indigna- 
tion of gentlemen would be withheld, until they received 
the report of the commissioners charged with the. investi- 
gation. A r 

Sir, (said Mr. L.) if these accusations of fraud were, or could 
be, confined to the miserable perpetrators who had engaged in 
them, he certainly would not say a word in their vin lication, 
ar attempt, in any manner, to avert from them the withering 
blast of public reprehension. He had no sympathies in com- 
mon with them, whether they were, or were not, his censtitu- 
ents; but he asked whether the acts of a band of lawless 
swindlers, he would not call them speculators, should draw 
down the indiscriminate denunciations of the House upon the 
great mass of respectable settlers who reside. in that portion of 
Alabama? Are these frauds to be a standing reproach to the 
entire community? Are these settlers, who, if gentlemen ave 
right in supposing the late Creek war to have been producer 
by the frauds practised on the Indians, are they to be deprived 
of all sympathy for their losses and sufferings, and even theiy 
just claims on this Government to be prejudiced and drowned in 
such vociferations of fraud? He trusted not. 


Sir, (said Mr. L.) it will be recollected that the first complaint 
that was heard on this floor against the very frands of which 
gentlemen speak, was from the people of that portion of Ala: 
bama, and the adjoining portions of Georgia. Yes, sir, from a 
very large and respectable portion ef the settlers, who were in 
the immediate vicinity of these outrages upon law and hon- 
esty. Sir, it was these people who first demanded the investi- 
gation which is now going on. The House could not fail to re- 
member the urgent petition which he (Mr. L.) presented at a, 
jate period of the last session, coming from so large a number 
of these people, charging the existence of these frauds, and de- 
manding the most prompt‘andthorough investigation. What 
stronger proof da gentlemen want to convince them that, ifeuch 
frauds have been: practised in that section of country, they 
are no where visited with more. unqualified condemnation 
and indignation, than by the very people among whem, and 
ja outrage of the feelings of rchont they were perpetra ed. 

: Nor must gentlemen thiak that.. because these frauds were 
committed in Alabama, they were therefore committed wholly 
by Alabamians. Sir, it is like all other cases of udg. in the 
“purchase of Indian reservations, and Wherever Indian reserva- 
tions have been purchased, the fraudulent, net only from the 
adjoining. but from more distant States, Lave flocked together, 
and formed companies to engage hi the common work oF cheut- 
ing the Indian: Tf E were asked, in the: absence ofa report on 
this subject from the commissisners, if frauds existed, I would 
anewet affirmatively; if inquired as to the thestre of these 
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fraiids, I would say in the Creek country of Alabama;. if ques- 
tioned ag:to the individuals by whom these frauds were com- 
mitted, to what State they belong, I would say not to any one 
State, but possibly to all ofthem, to the United States. Many of 
he individuals belonging to- these companies, and among them 
robably the most unscrupulous, because the least known, 
Jonbitew did not then, nor do they new, live in the State of Ala- 
bama. Gentlemen, therefore, in denouncing the authors of this 
eneral system and harvest of fraud, may, in some instances, 
Senouace. their own consittuents as well as mine; but, in so 
doing, they give a location to their censure which, I lave no 
doubt, will be found to be most unjust to the people of that por- 
tionof Alabama. Yes, sir, if the facts are ever fully reported to 
the country, [have no doubt it will be found that Alabama has 
borne more than-her duc portion of censure on this subject. 

: Ltrust, however, sir, that in future discussions on our Indian 
affairs, there will be less of this random assertion of general 
fraud; that gentlemen wil! withhotd their further denunciation 
until they shalt see the report of the commissioners on this sub- 
ject; and I hope that this report will be received before the close 
of this. session. Talso hope that, when that report is received, 
it will be found that public rumor has magnified the extent, ifit 
has not the heinous character, of these frauds; and that the 
Indian war grew out of causes of a more genera! character, out 
of the Seminole war which was then raging,and the reports of 
which were daily reaching the Creeks; for it is a fact well 
kiyown, ‘that the Creek war commenced at that very point in 
the nation from which the Seminoles mostly sprung; at a point 
the most contiguous to the Seminoles, and among that portion 
ofthe Creeks most nearly allied to, and having the most sympa- 
thy. with, the Seminoles. , 

Be these suggestions, however, as they may, Mr. Speaker, as 
no member has taken a. more decided course than myself in 
urging the investigations, which are going on, into these frauds, 
a) no member will be more gratified at the disclosures they may 
produce, If of innocence, they will remove unjust suspicion 
and censure; if of guilt, they will give a just direction to public 
detestation aadscorn, In these sentiments | know that I am 
sustained by more than nineteen-twentie hs of the people most 
contiguous to the scene of these alleged frauds; and if there isa 
stronger or deeper detestation of these frauds and their authors 
inone part of the country than in another, it is in;the immediate 
vicinity. where they have been perpetrated. 

Under these convictions, Mr. L. concluded by saying that he 
had felt himself authorized to reprobate the loose and findiscri- 
minate mannerin which frauds had been imputed to the people 
in that section of Alabama. As the representative of that peo- 
ple, he had gone as fat as any gentleman on this floor in the in- 
vestigation of these frauds, He was but carrying out the will 
of those he represented; and had ho pursueda different course, 
upon a poiu; so immediately involving the honor of his consti- 
tuents, their indignant reprobation: would, “as it ought, instantly 
puthimdown. > 

Mr. GRENNELL said he had not intended to address the 
House on this bul. He knew it would pass. But, since the 
rejection of the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
North Carolina, (Mr, Williams, he had, on reflection, deemed 
itto be his duty to vote against the bill, and for reasons which 
he would briefly state, It provides for the removal of several 
tribes of Indians to the distant West; and, in order to pre- 
vent great public evil, the arnondment proposed that no Indian 
should hereafter-be removed from the east to the west side of 
the Mississippi by contract. If (said Mr. G.) this provision 
had been adopted, forbidding the removal of bands by bargains 
with individuals for a stipulated sum per. head, and it were 
made the duty of the Executive to effect it by officers of the 
Government, whose gains should neither be increased nor di- 
minished by the service, or the manner of its performance, the 
Dill would be less-objectionable. 

This bill (said Mr. G.) does not specify the manner nor the 
terms on which this great operation is to be performed. But 
wo know what has been the course of the Government in the 
recent’ removal of large bands of the Creek nation, and a dif- 
ferent process and different terms are not to be expected, unless 

reseribed by Congress. ` The present appropriation had been 
pasad upon estimates from the Department, for the removal 
of Indians and subsistence on their passage, by contract, at the 
price of $25 50 per head. Such had been, and was still to be, 
the system of removal. He desired a change of that system. 

In this. great process of Indian emigration, the peace and honor 
of the nation were involved. The tribes named in the bill, he 
knew, were to go from their ancient inheritance, the homes and 
graves of their forefathers, This was settled. A large portion 
ofthe. Creeks had already been transferred to their western 
abode, and the remnant ofthat tribe were soon te follow. Of 
the emigrated party, some had been in arms against us. Those 
remaining are in alliance with us, and, in conjunction with our 
army, are hunting a handfull of Seminoles through the ham- 
mocks and everglades of East Florida—about 5,000 in num- 
ber;:this band of Creeks is to be removed under the provisions 
of this bill, inthe manner their brethren have been. Mr. G. 
gaid he did not claim that a distinction should be made between 
one tribe and ano:her, or one portion of a tribe and another. 
Nor was it with any reference to the previous conduct or rela- 
tions of the tribes. towards our citizens, that he urged a change 
in the system of Indian removals. He insisted that these should 
be effected in a manner just and merciful; and the Government 
was bound to do this by every principle which should charac. 
terize a civilized and Christian people. Š 


The mode of removal by contract, if Hable to abuse, is un- - 


worthy of a people of our character and resources, and should 
never be adopted from any notion of economy; and that it is so 
Jiable, must be obvious from the very nature of the system. 
You bargain with individuals to transport and subsist, on the 
long passage, bands of savages, for a specified sum per head 
for each member of a family or tribe, And what is to be ex- 
pected of the contractor? What are his temptations? The 
more cheaply he can support them, and the shorter the journey, 
the greater will he his profits. Is it not to be feared, then, that 
these contractors will hasten the passage, and limit its ex. 
penses, to the wrongand suffering of the Indians, men; women, 
and children, committed to their charge? It is their removal 
which the Government. démands; that accomplished, it takes 
no further thought for them; they will be given over to the 
teuder mercies of the contractors. These consequences are to 
be apprehended from the character of the present scheme of 
Indian removals, 

But aid Mr. G.) we have information on this topic, and are 
‘AOL left to conjectures, to vague apprehensions, nor to any, 
deductions-drawn from the love: of ‘gaia Bo common among 
mien, “ We have such information as should at least: put us on 


our guard, and admonish usagainst a plan of Indian etnigration 
sọ liable to abuse, so fruitful of evil. He referred to an account 
given in a letter published in an Arkansas paper, which was 
read yesterday, of the condition of an emigrating party of 
Creeks on their way to their allotted territory in the West. It 
had very properly been brought to the attention ofthe House by 
the gentienian from Vermont (Mr. Everett.) None could hear, 
without emotion, its shocking details of the helpless and hope- 
less sufferiags of those Indians. Their journey was in a cold 
and inclement season. Multitudes, it is said, were destitute of 
comfortable clothing, barefooted, and in rags; numbers pining 
with sickness, or dying on the road, while the sad procession, 
men, women, and children, were hurried forward by their con- 
tractor masters with unfeeling severity and speed. 

Now, sir, these things come to us from the very scene of the 
action, There is ne apparent motive to falsifyin the story. 
e Statements would easily be detected. Our owr citizens 
give us the heart-chilling narrative, and it siands uneontradict- 
ed; and fam led to believe not half the tale of wrong and suffer- 
ing has been told; for Indians have poor means to make known 
their griefs. They have no newspaper press to proclaim them 
to the world, and few friends fearless enough to speak for them 
to the Government andthe country. Otherwise, we might hear 
of them still sadder tales of wo. Ifthe Government can suffer 
them no longer te remaia within the limits of the States, it is 
bound to remove them in the most humane marmer, and to pro- 
vide guards against all abuse of the removing power. There 
should be left no temptation to the removing agents to withhold 
proper supplies, or to hasten the progress of the bands, regard- 
less of comforts, health, and life. And here was the place to 
secure to them the last offices of mercy and justice, in their re- 
luctant departure from their ancient homes. On Congress, 
not the Executive, should devolve this protecting power, I 
have suggested the course fittest, in my judgment, to he pur- 
sued. Responsible officers, civil or miiiiary, should have the 
charge of this difficult and delicate operation; and we may have 


gootl assurance of their fidelity. Emigrating Indians who have 
complained of the severity of contractors, have spoken well of 
officers of the army, disinterested as they were in the results of 
the measures of removal. Itmight cost the Government more 
to remove by its own officers than by the intervention of con- 
tractors; and I think it ought.to cost more than had been paid 
tothe latter. The expense is quite a minor affair. . Tt is impos- 
sible, under such contracts, to avoid imposition. The best men 
cannot always be found to perform this service;and those who 
are determined to make a profitabie job, at aay sacrifice to the 
emigrating savage, would offer to contract for less than the just 
and humane man. This is the common course of things, at- 
tested by all observation and experience; and hence the neces- 
sity of a change, on the ground of humanity. 

Bat there are. in this matter, considerations of public policy 
that cannot be disregarded. We are ving the tribes from 
the east, to a country far west of the Mississippi. and we place 
them in one great community of savages. Some go by direct 
coercion, and some in fetters; and perhaps this severity can- 
not be avoided, if the policy of the Government is to be carried 
out. They will bea fierce and powerful race. Their removal, 
then, should be effected in a manner to leave in their mind and 
memory as few causes of irritation as possible. They will not 
discriminate between the injuries inflicted by acts of the Go- 
vernment, and those proceeding from an abuse »f power, in 
the hands of its agents, but will lay up the wrongs endured 
from either. And who that considers the’ instinet of savage 
passion can doubt that, on the slightest occasion, the treasured 
resentment for a thousand wrongs will burst forth in war and 
massacre upon our defenceless settlements? 


It has heen urged. in the course of the debate on this bill, that 
the Creeks, by making war on our citizens, had forfeited all 
heneiits secured to them under the treaty. Sir, we are now 
diseussing the claims of humanity, ef enlightened policy in re 
ference to Indian trihes. These always hold good, with or 
without treaties. This Creek treaty secured reservations of 
land to ninety principal chiefs, and each head of a Creck 
family—valuable provisions to them, as was supposed. But it 
wonld seem that these benefits, to a great extent, have been 
wrested from them, through every variety of frand and circum- 
vention, by white men, citizens of the United States. 
sted. It has been dente! that these frauds produ ned it; nay, 
thoir ecistence was once questioned. But the dreadful hostility 
is to be traced to these wrongs, as its primary and paðicipal 
cause. Such is now the general admission. “And ’tis true, it 
was marked with all the atrocities incident to a savage con- 
Hict— plunder, burning, and carnage. In view of these facts, 
gentlemen have asked, if all our feelings of compassion are 
reserved for the suffering Indians? and if we have none for suf 
fering whites? As ifa just concern for a tribe of Indians, men. 
women, and children, in their final passage to their new do- 
main, was incompatible witha kind, protective sympathy and 
care for those unfortunate families of our citizens who have 
fled or fallen before the tomahawk and knife of the savage. 


Sir, this Creek nation are subdued; have submitted; they are 
atour mercy, and I frankly and strenueusly maintain ‘that 
notwithstanding their recent hostility and outrage, this Go- 
vernment owes it to its own character avd to the soundest 
policy, to remove them to their Western territory in a peaceful 
and humane manner, and nat in a spirit of vengeance. Sym- 
pathy for the sufferers by Indian warfare! Who does not feel 
i? For myself, T aver that every page in the carly history of 
my native State, and especially of that partofit from which 


- Icorae, has taught me iessons of sorrow and sympathy for the 


victims of savage hostilitv, that can never be effaced from my 
heart. But I cannot smifer such emotions to mislead my 
judgment on a grave question of legislation between ns and 
these tribes. Nor would I deal with them as we mightjustly 
do with a civilized nation which, in contempt of treaties, had 
made war upon us. This Creek war on their part was without 
justifiable cause. But I ask, did this Government, or any de- 
partment of it, take care that the nation should have the full 
benefit of the reservations of land secured by the treaty? Ts 
this Government wholly clear in this matter? Did we, in the 
true spirit and design of the treaty, fulfil it on our part? Was 
our conduct towards them in this matter perfectly guardian 
and paternal? And shall we take advantage of theit infraction 
of the treaty for such canse and under such Wrong, and make 
itthe ground and occasion, not only of denying to them all its 
provisions, but of a violent and forcible removal, or expulsion 
at the point of the. bayonet? True, their cause should have 
been laid before this Government, and the Executive would, or 
should, have taken- instant measures to. redress tbem, to’ do 
them justice, and to detect and. expose the men, high or low, ; 


Who had defrauded them. : We are, however; to consider that `$ 


the Indians know nothing of the science of diplomacy. They 
mistake their remedies. They have no agent, of their race, 
near this Government to make known their grievances, to. re- 
monslrate against oppression, injustice, and outrage, commit- 
ted by its citizens; no press to speak far them to the world. 
Goaded, disappointed, and defrauded ina matter of property, 
they know not how to claim right and justice of the distant 
Government, nor to institute the slow process of negotiation; 
but they think only of revenge. Nor are they careful to seek 
out the individual perpetrators of the wrong, but, with sudden 
fury, fall upon the race to which their oppressors belong, and 
indiscriminate vengeance is the consequence. 

On account of the war, then, so waged by these untaught 
savages—children of Nature—gentlemen are to regard all the 
privileges solemnly guarantied to them by treaty as forfeited; 
and not only so, it seems to be thought good enough for them 
to be dragged to the West in any way a body of contractors 
may think most easy and profitable. Certainly the subject has 
been discussed as if the removal was, and ought to be, a war 
operation. And if severity and suffering ensued, it was no 
more than the Indians deserved for thelr barbarities. The 
grime antl cruelties of a few warriors are to forfeit the kindly 
regards of our nature for the feeble, the helpless, and innocent 
beings of the tribe. No, sir, suffering and helplessness and 
innocence here give no occasion for sympathy! Icarmot enter- 
tain these views or feelings, but I have a deep conviction that 
we owe it to public peaceand policy, to ourselves as an en- 
lightened, powerful, and Christian nation, transacting with 
feeble, ignorant, and degraded tribes of men, to exercise mercy 
inthis last act of putting them away from us for ever, 


ABOLITION PETITIONS, 


In the House of Representatives, January 9, 1887.—Mr. 
Avams having presented a petition for the abolition of slavery 
within the District of» Columbia, and the question being 
“Shall this memorial be received? 


Mr. UNDER WOOD, of Kentuelry, said thathe had just vo- 
ted against receiving a petition presented by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams,) but he had been overruled 
by a large majority of the House. The petition was received 
and laid on the table, there to sleep the sleep of death. No 
sooner is this done, than the same gentleman offers another 
petition of the same character, paying for the abolition of 
slavery and the slave trade in the District ef Columbia, coming 
from a portion of the people of Massachusetts represented b 
him. F have been (said Mr. U.)a silent witness of the proceed- 
ings had at the present and preceding sessions of Congress on 
this exciting subject; but I now rise to assign a few reasons for 
the vote I have just given, and for the vote which I shall again 
give against the reception ofthe petition now presented, 

Slavery in the United States exhibits two distinct aspects. 
The one is national, the other local. Jt is national, so far as 
the Constitution of the United States makes it the basis of re- 
presentation and taxation, by requiring three-tifths of the 
slaves to be added to the whole number of free persons. Itis 
also national, so far as the coustitutional prevision requires 
those slaves who escape and flee to the non-slaveholding States 
to be delivered up; and so far as the legislation of Congress, 
in pursuance of this or any other article of the Constitution, 
operates upon the subject. It is local, so far as the legisla. 
tion of the States controls the subject. The constitutions and 
laws of the States which tolerate slavery, and prescribe the 
treatment of the slave, defining the relations he bears to the 
State as a pers2n, and those between him and a master as 
preperty, are local, Congress has no jurisdiction over these 
local regulations, and can no where alter or abrogate them, 
unless it bein this District. The laws of Virginia and Mary« 
land, which have institutedslavery in this District, and which 
now uphold it, are local, and not national. Their effect ig 
confined to the Ten Miles square, and they operate upon the 
people within the District exclusively. k 

Now, sir, I desire to know, what right (for 1 shall consider 
the question as one of right,) the people of Massachusetts 
have to petition us tu repeal or modify the local regulations 
and laws which do not operate upon them, ox within their 
territory, but which govern a different people, who do not 
complain, and who may be entirely satisfied, and wholly op- 
posed toany change. Weare told that we must receive and 
act upon this and all similar petitions, lest we subvert the sa- 
cred rightof petition. I deny that there isany right of peti- 
tion, where the grievance complained of does not operate upon 
the petitioners, { admit that you may receive any petition 
through courtesy, without regard to ite object, or the quarter 
whence it comes; and in the general it would be best to do so, 
But the attempt is made to force these abolition petitions 
upon the consideration of Congress as a matter of right; and 
itis against that attempt, upon sucha pretext, I protest. Sir, 
these petitioners, as I conceive, are officiously intermeddiin: 
with the affairs of other people, when they had better’ min 
their own business. 

If the people of Massachusetts are dissatisfied, and feel ag- 
grieved by the existence of slavery in any one of its national 
aspects, they have a right to petition for redress, and we are 
bound, whenever petitions come before us, as of right, to hear 
their complaints, and to decide upon them. The right of the 
citizen to petition is moral and political, and imposes a corres- 
ponding obligation on those to whom the petition is addressed, 
to hear and decide. . These rights, however, are not of that class 
denominated perfect or legal, because they canot be judicially 
enforced. If any portion of the people of Massachusetts were 
to petition ns to modify or change the laws prescribing the 
mode for reclaiming fugitive slaves, or pray us to recommend 
to the States an alteration of the Constitution, so as to place re- 
presentation and taxation upon the basis of free white popula- 
tion exclusively, I should feel it to be a duty to receive and con- 
sider such petitions, because they relate to national topics—te 
mattersaflecting and operating upon the people of Massachu- 
setts, growing out of the existence of slavery. But when the 
people of Massachusetts, or ofany other State, begin to pry into 
the iocal regulations of another people, and to complain of 
them, I feel ne obligation of duty to listen. 

I will illustrate the distinction I have endeavored to present 
by putting a few cases. Suppose the inhabitants of Europe; or 
any portion of them, were to petition us to repeal our tariff 
laws and to raise revenue by a direct tax on land only, would 


-we be bound to receive and act. upon such petition? Certainly 


uot, Why?’ Because oursystem of taxation, whatever it may 
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he in reference to foreigi nations, is local, and their people have 
no right to interfere. The operations of this Government with 
foreign States ixsuch that our laws may often affect the interests 
of foreigners; and, if they should afiect those interests inju- 
riously, and in violation of the laws of nations, foreigners thus 
injured might rightfully petition us for redress; because the 
welfare of mankind requires obedience to the principles of in- 
ternational law, and by the tacit consent of all civilized nations 
these principles have been adopted in stch manner as to make 
them one people in respect to the code of nations; and hence a 
foreigner who suffers from a violation of these principles, has 
the same right to petition for redress that a citizen would have. 
Butthis would give the foreigner no right to petition on a sub- 
jecttouching our domestic regulations, and, if he did so petition, 
it would be optionary with us to receive or reject; and if we did 
the last, he could not complain that his rights were eantemned. 
` Suppose the petitioners who now come before us had addres- 
sed their petition to the Legislature of Kentucky, praying for 
the abolition of slavery in that State; wou!d the Legislature of 
Kentucky be bound toreceive and act upon i? Certainly act. 
Why? Because slavery in Kentucky is a local domestic regula- 
tion, in reference to the people of Massachusetts. Kentuckians 
possess just thesame right, by petition, to cail on the Legisla- 
tire of Massachusetts to change her laws in regard to appren- 
tices, paupers, or infants, as the Yankee (and [ use the term in 
no offensive sensc) has to call ón Kentucky to abolish slavery. 
If Kentuckians were to, forward such a petition in the most 
respectfulterms, if it was received and read, after its contents 
had been briefly stated by the mover, it would be an act of 
courtesy, and not of stiictright. Ifyear after year petitions of 
the same kind were forwarded, and that, too, after the first had 
been considered and disposed of, the Legislature to whom they 
were addressed might justly say to the petitioners, “You have 
evinced an unbecoming importunity, an over anxiety to inter- 
fere in our domestic and local affairs, and however praiseworthy 
your motives, as it is not a matter of right on your part, we wil 
no longer submit to annoyance. We reject your petition with- 
out hearing itread, the mover having briefly stated its con- 
tents,” 
> Of the soundness of the foregoing principles I think it will 
be difficult to create a doubt; and I presume, ifmy remarks are 
met in debate, an attempt will be made to show that slavery in 
this District is not a local, but a national matter: and hence 
concerns every portion of the American people. YL admit, if it 
be not local, but national, then the petition offered should not 
only be received, but it ought to be referred, and duly con- 
sidered. How is slavery in this District converted intoa na- 
tional, instead of a local question? Is it because the Congress 
of the United States, being a national body, may legislate con- 
cerning it? The nationality of the body does now’ prove that 
its a pee in its operation and consequerces must be na- 
tional and general. It is a proposition too clear to admit of 
dispute, that all our Legislatures, both State and national, pass 
“hundreds and thousands of acts, local and private, which do 
not affect the whole State or nation. It 1s preposterous to as- 
sert that, because Congress is a national body, it can in no case 
legislate for local or private purposes, Fn the general its local 
and private legislation is in furtherance of some of the consti- 
tutional powers vested for general national purposes; and 
whenever that is the case, I admit that the principle which 
governs such legislation is of national concern, and thatal or 
any of our canstituents have a right to be heard on this floor 
in relation to the principle, by petition, memorial, or remon- 
atrance. Thus, an act allowing a pension to A B, although 
rivate, may involve a principte of national importance, The 
legislation of Congress over the District of Columbia, sò far 
as the rights of property of the citizens are concerned, is a 
very different thing, and no way analogous in principle to the 
passage of a private pension law. The legislation for this 
District with a view to protect the citizen, unconnected with 
the Government, in the enjoyment of life, hberty, and proper- 
ty, does not possess a singie nationa! aspect. It is exclusively 
local, and confined to the Ten Miles square, and has no opera- 
tion whatever upon the people of Massachusetts, untess they 
should happen to be visiters here. Congress, by the Constitu- 
tion, has the exclusive right to legisinte for this District, and 
it may be said that such a power would never have been con- 
ferred but for a national purpose. Concede ii, and nothing is 
ained from the concession against my argument. All that 
the Constitution intended by the grant of exclusive legista- 
tive power to Congress over the District, was to place the 
members of Congress, the Executive head of the Government, 
and all its officers, necessarily congregated at one point, beyond 
the control and influence of State laws, which in many cases 
might have been made harassing and oppressive; so much so 
as to prevent their strict atioution to official dut To escape 
the danger which might have resulted from $ è legislation 
over the officers, legislative, exccutive, aad judicial, of the 
General Government, the Constitution conferred ihe power of ex- 
clusive legislation over the District on Congress. So far as the 
power is exercised for the bevelit of the officers of the Govern- 
ment, and to enable them to proceed with the discharge of their 
duties free from extraneous and deleteriousin fluences, it may be 
national. But when it is exercised for the protection of the 
property, or for the purpose of declaring what shall or shall 
jot be property in the District, it is strictly local, and not gene- 
ya) or national; and the laws which emanate from its exercise, 
for the benefit of the people of the District, are as unconnect- 
‘ed with the people of the States, as are the laws of the several 
States with the people of any other State. 

The fact that the people of Massachusetts may come here oc 
casiona'ly as visiters, gives them no right to petition Congress 
for a change in the local laws passed for the benefit of the peo- 
ple of the District. If that fact is made the basis of their right 
to petition, it would equally authorize them to petition the Le- 

islatures of every State tolerating slavery, for its abolition; for 
they have aright to visit in all the States, and are “entitled to 
all priviledges and immunities of citizens” In the State to which 
0. ‘ à 
WER put another case illustrative of my idea. It willshow 
that the people of the same State, in many cases, have no right 
to petition their State Legislatures concerning public matters in 
their own States. A towns ip or incorporated city imposes 
taxes, or makes regulations for the government of the people 
within the township or city. The inhabitants of a distant 
township hear cf the proceedings, their philanthropy is excit- 
ed, they perceive, or fancy they do, great oppression, and me- 
miotialize the Legislature to put an endto prevailing abuses in 
the township or city about which they have heard much, but 
within whose borders they never were in the whole course of 
their lives. How oughtthe Legislature to treat such a petition, 
“i 


further. 
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especially whon the people of the township or city, subject to 
the oppressive laws made no complain’? The proper responce, 


in my opinion, wouid be to say to the petitioners, “you are con- - 


ceited, you have a high opinion of yourselves and a meen 
opinion of your neighbors, and you presume to judge of laws 
and regulations of which you have no experience, more cor- 
rectly than those who feel their operation. We are not dispos- 
ed to enourage your vanity. We reject your petition without 
reading it, neing briefly informed ofits contents.” 

In my constituents were to send me a petition in favor of 
-abolishing slavery in this District, aud request me to present it 
ko this House, as an act of courtesy to them J should effer ity 
but asan act of duty 10 the peopte of this District, whose repe- 
sentative Tam, being constituted such by the Constitution, I 
would vote against its reception. Tama representative on this 
floor having a three-fold duty to perform: first, Tam to legislate 
for the whole nation, and to watch over the general interests of 
the whole people; secondly, I arn to keep an eye upon the local 
interests of ray particular State and district; and thirdly, Lam 
to attend to the local interests of the people of this District. 1 
mean to make all these duties harmon If apy of my im- 
mediate constituents should ever so tar forget themselves as, by 
petition or otherwise, to instruct me to change the laws and 
usages of the people of this District, I mean to tell Chem, that 
although Lam indebted to their kindnassand partiality for my 
election, when elected, I fea myself bound to legislate for the 
people ofthis District upon my own ebservation of their situa 
tion, and my knowledge of their wants, as derived from my 
conversations and association with them. I look upon that as 
my duty under the Constitution, and I will never consent to be 
made the instrument by one portion of my constituents to sub- 
vert the rights of another portion. To my mind there is some- 
thing absurd in the idea of any sctof men or women undertak- 
ing to interfere with the local laws of a separate people five 
hundred or a thousand miles ofi, 

But, then, the motives of the petitioners in ihis case are so 
pure, itisa pity not to hear them in the cause of religion and 
freedom! The Saviour of man did not propagate his religion by 
petitioning legislative assemblies; and the lesson in favor of 
freedom, which the abolitionist teaches, is to break up the long- 
established practices and laws of one people, not at their in- 
stance, or by their consent, but at the absolute will ef a distant 
people, no way affected by the laws which are to be subverted! 
Why, sir, if this game isto be successfully played, there is no 
telling where it will stop; and the next thing we may hear of 
will be a petition from New England to establish the Due law 
code in this District, and render it unlawful fora man to kiss 
his wife on Sunday! Ibeg the New England gentlemen and 
ladies to desist, or to tell us how far their consciences will re- 
quire them to go, in petitioning Congress to reform the sins of 
this District. Me 

T have endeavored to present the grounds of my Vote. Tf you 
receive the petition, if you are bound to receive it, then, sir, you 
should refer it and act upon it. My word for it, as long as the 
decision ofthis House, just given, siands as the jadgment ef the 
Jouse, the -gentleman from Massachusetts (My. Adams) will 
convict you ofthe grosses: inconsistency, in refusing to refer pe- 
titions of this sort to the appropriate committee. We say to 
the petitioners, “you Come before us as matter of right, but 
from motives of policy we will make no response.” Sir, such 
a course is a mockery of their rights, if they have them. I have 
endeavored to show that the people of Massachusetts have no 
right to petition on the subject; and there never will be an 
end of this exciting question, until Congr.ss sustains my 
views. 

Mr. REED of Massachusetts’ said he differed entirely in opi- 
nion with the gentleman who haslast spoken, (Mr. Underwood,) 
and as he had the charge of a number of memorials of similar 
character to the one now under consideration, he begged leave 
to say a few words upon the subject. a 

Let it be remembered that these memoriais, $ X 
some members of this House, pray for the on of slavery 
and the slave trade inthe District of Cohmmbia. They go no 
The gentleman from Kentucky, who has just sat, 
down, has given a labored argument to prove that the people of 
Massachusetts, and of course the peop eof any other State in 
the Union, have no right to petition Congress 'o repeal or mo- 
dify the laws in relation to slavery in this District. “He denies 
the right of petition when the grievance complained of does not 
operate upon the pe'itioners ” He denies that the right, secured 
by the Constitution, peaceably toa nble and petition Govern. 
ment fora redress of g es to the present case, be- 
cause the evil complained } 3 only a national 
evil, and is no personal grievance to the petitioners. 

Tcanno: for a moment assent to the positions of the gentle- 
man. To my mind they are subversive of the right of petition, 
and of the rights of a tre people. Thighly respect the genile- 
man and his opinions, and am quite sure he views the subject 
in a very diferent Habt. ; 7 

In my opinion, the right of the ciuzens of a free and repre- 
sentative Government to petition t representatives for a 
redress of grievances, isa perfect right. It exists independent 
of the Constitution. It must exist where the people are free, 
and where it does not exist there is despotism. Lam aware 
that, from abundant caution, this sacred right of petition is se- 
cured by the Constitution, The right so secured is not limited 
or enlarged by the security. It is.a perfect righi, which we 
must never permi: to be impaired by ingenious arguments, ie 
avoid the consideration of an unpleasant subject, “E woutd 
be doing evil that good might come.” `The right is the same, 
whether the evil complained of be national and remote, or di- 
ree q personal. . 
vy the Constitution of the United States. Congress exercise 
exclusive jurisdiction, in all cases whalsocrer, over ine fen 
Miles square, and that territory is the District of Colum! 
Can language be more explicit? The jurisdiction of Cons 
over this District is exclusive, and cxiends ta all cases u 
eee have the sole government of the District. The 
House of Representatives are a. part c (Congr ss and are, the 
representatives of the people of the United Staes. Will ic be 
denied that the people whom they represent havea right to pe- 
tition them for redress of any grievance over w they ha. ve 
jurisdiction? Suppose it were admitted that slavery and the 
‘slave trade in he District of Columbia w a national eval, hut 
that the cvil was remote in its effects upon distant parts of the 

could it be said that it was no evil or no grievance be- 

y ggravated aad direct! ts nete ch rion oF tbe 
try apart of the nation? Can any pa vior, ang the re- 
mainte a rt aot be aggrieved? The pari of the Consaruion: 
which gives exclusive jurisdiction over this District to Con- 


nal- 


_ lying east of it, and between the 


gress, was not a mere form or accidental; it intended thavit 
should be governed solely by the nation and the representatives 
“of the nation, and the people, whose representatives we are, all 
have a direct interest in its government, its honor, and its:pros- 
perity.. If, therefore, in the opinion of any portion ‘ofthe peo- 
ple ofany part ef the country, the laws of this District are bad; 


they are aggrieved, Tis a national and personal evil, and they 


` have a right to petition for redress. 


‘The gentleman asks if the inhabitants of Europe, or any part 
of them, st @uld petition us to repeal our tari should webe 
hound to receive and act upon such petition? And, again, 
should the petitioners address a petition to the Legislature of 
Kentucky, praying for the abolition of slavery, would Kentuck 

be bound to receive any act upon it? 1 perfectly agree wi 

the gentleman, that ifthe inhabitaats of Europe or Massachu- 
setts should so far forget themselves as to offer such petitions, 
neither this House nor the Legislature of Kentucky would be 
under any obligation to hoiice them. For one plain reason: 
we have no jurisdiction over the people of Europe; nor bag 
Kentucky any jurisdiction, so faras their State Government 
extends, over Massachusetts. Of course the petitioners could 
have no grievances for which they could ‘claim redress, and 
have no right to interfere with the grievances of others. Not 
so with the District of Columbia: it js exclusively governed by 
Congress; it is a partof the nation, and if illy governed itis a 
national and individual grievance, and those who feel it havea 
right to present to us a petition for redress. 

I consider the question one of vast importance, as vitally. 
affecting the liberties of the people and the sacred rights of 
citizens, I regret that great principles must be settled under’ 
some excitement, and under an apprehension that no relief 
could be afforded if the petition was received. I can but think 
the true. construction of the Constitution is so plain, and 
the right of every citizen to petition so clear, that nothing 
further is necessary but barely to state the principles upon 
which they are founded; and I forbear to say more upon the 
subject. 

I have been gratified by a vote ofthis House this day, allow- 
ing a petition like the one now before us to be received. | Ftrust 
we shall not reverse that decision. Ido hope, regarding, as I 
most sincere!y and anxiously do, the harmony, peace, and wel- 
fare of the United States, North and South, and West, that these 
memorials will not be thrown in the faces of the memorialista, 
nor thrown under the table, nor nailed to the table. I hope they 
may be received, and not rejected by force, and violence, and 
insult; and when received, that they may be committed to a 
committee of this House. If the petitioners are in error, let 
the errur be shown by a plain and dispassionate report, and by 
an argument which they cannotrefute or gainsay. Persecution 
and violence willnever put down a good ‘cause, or even a bad 
one. Thold the people have a right to petition, and that there 
is a corresponding obligation on our part to receive them, tores 
fer them, and to decide in favor or against them, according ta 
our sound discretion and best judgment. . 

Petitions for the abolition of slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia are not of modern origin. They, have been presented an- 
nually for many years past; and until last year they have been 
presented and referred and treated precisely like other petitions, 
and have pioduced very little excitement in this House, or else- 
where. Thope we shall return to our former usage, and avoid 
all unnecessary excitement upon this important and vexing 
subject. 
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THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


REMARKS OF MR. DAVIS, 


Or MASSACHUSETTS: : 


In. Senate, Thursday, February 9, 1837.-On the biii fo limit 
the sales of public lands to actual settlers, 


Mr. DAVIS said, in substance, that he had, unfortinately.for 
himself, been detained from the Senate most of the time whils this 
measure had been undergoing discussion, and had lost the benefit 
of the remarks of gentlemen who were well acquainted with 
the subject; but as it was a measure of great publie importante 
involving great interests and a vast amount of property, he had 
felt anxious to express his sentiments in regard to it. He 
hoped he might at this late period be indulged in adverting to 
some of the leading objections (or he should attempt no more} 
which had pressed themselves upon his mind. 

The public domain, said he, is almost boundless in extent, 
and its value can scarcely be estimated. It is at least several 
hundred millions of dollars—a treasure greater than was ever 
possessed by any nation as public property. I consider it ag 
common property, belonging to the people of the United States, 
and to the whole people. AIl have a deep interest in it, and 
have a right te know what disposition is made ofit. If it were 
money, the public would be watchfully alive to the preservation 
and appropriation of it to the common good; but it is notof the 
less value, nor is it the less useful, because it cousists in what 
may be converted into money. i . 

The opinion was put forth afew years ago that the new 
States alone had a right te the land within them, and as fast as 
new States were admitted into the Union the right of the United 
States to such lands was extinguished... We now hear almosa 
daily on this floor pretensions set up of large rights in such, 
States. Members here talk of our lands, and. claim, in. one 
form and another, exclusive privileges and advantages for their 
own constituents. The Senator from Arkansas asserts that 
any and all persons have an unquestioned right to occupy the 
public lands. The man who squats, as the phrase is, or seizes: 
ithe public lands without color of right, and against the laws of 
the United States, isnot only countenanced, but no languagé of 
encomium is sufficiently adulatory to express his merits; 

Sir, ï repeat, the public lands are public and common pro- 
perty, belonging to the whole people, and the whole people 
have aright to the benefit of them; and my principal motive 
in rising. is to protest against partial and unjust legislation; to 
deny the right ofthe Senate to bestow them upon a class of 
ored individuals. Boe 

ae es known that the original boundary of the United 
States on the West was the Mississippi river. The country 

Atlantic and the British pro- 
Vinees, was achieved by the common treasure, eaerifices, and 
blood of the revolutionary war. This is the region declared by 
the treaty of ’&3 to be free, sovereign, and independent, This 
was the great work of the old thirteen—the noble achievement 
of three millions of colonists, without funde, and almost with: 
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outárms and amu.ition against the colossal Power of Great 
Britain, Ñ was the noble daring of lofty spirits, and wil go 
dowa to ail ages asa marked proof that a people resolved to. be 
free cawn-4 be subdued. 2 

Of this tercivo.y, all west-efthe Allcghanies and north of v1 
Ohio river was, wih the exception of some military posts, then 
a vastwildernes<. Indeed, the whole valley of the Mississippi 
was subsiantially so. Hach State claimed limits co-exte 
‘withthe charter granted to it as a colony by the Crown of Great 
Britain. When these charters were granted, the gevgraphy of 
the coyniry was very iinperfecily understood, and the gran? 
for the want of accurate boundaries, interfered with each other, 
covering oiten the same territory. This gave rise to conflicting 
claims in‘all parts of the country, some of which are not ad- 
justedto this time. Tire charter of Massachusetts, for exam- 

le, stretched across the continent from the Atlantic to the 
Pasific ocean, and go of some other States. Virginia claim- 
ed to the lakes. In 1783 all these conflicting claims 
were adjusted by deeds of cession from several States to 
all the States of this wild territory. north of the Ohio 
and. eas: of the Mississippi, for the benefit, as the deeds 
express it, of the States, and it was to be held and enjoyed 
for the benefit of the States, the United States not being 
namedassuch. This is the mannerin which it became com- 
miop property, in which each State was thus interested, and it 
was pledged for the redemption of the public debt. While the 
deeds of cession thus make it the property of the States by Jan- 
guage which admits of no evasion or misconstruction, they also 
provide for the division of it into States, and their adinission 
into the Union when the territory should be inhabited. 

Iv is thus rendered entirely clear that the new States were not 
to be the owners ofthese lauds, for the pledge of them to pay 
the public debt, and the declaration that thsy should be held for 
the common benefit, are inconsistent with such a claim. 

The lands west of the Mississippi and in Florida were pur- 
chased by the United States from France and Spain, and we 
paid, for thom twenty millions of dollars out of the public Trea- 
sury. The title to this vast domain is also equally clear. In 
addition to this, enormous sums have been paid to extinguish 
the Indian title, 

The tide, therefore, of the United States cannot te made 
questionable. The public lands are common treasure, and 
milist be dealt withas such. The United States have always so 
treated them, and I must be allowed to recur to the general 
course of policy which has been pursued to show what has 
been public: sentiment. 

A system of selling and settling them was at once, after the 
cession, adopted, the details of which I need not enter into, be- 
vond what ig necessary to prone that the pa lic interest was 
guarded with watchful vigilance. and all attempts to give it 
away orto encourage intruders firmly resisted. As far back as 
1796, [find that the subject of pre-emption rights was brought 
before Congress, and the Committee on Public Lancs reportud 

‘that, inasmuch as illegal settlements ou the lands of he Uni 
ted States ought not to be encouraged; and, as yielding to the 
said claims {for pre-emption] would interiere with the general 


re are many athers 
prayed for 
be the 


ie, In 1806, I find another report on pre-emption rights, which 


“An indulgence in-the present instance would encourage 
abuses in future, and might eventually lead to an entire aban. 
donment of the existing land system, in exchange for one wholly 
incompatible with the idea of deriving revenue from the sale of 
public lands, and, by encouraging migration beyond its natu- 
ral and necessury progress, Create an interest hostile to the 
general welfare of the Union. It might be observed, further, 
that, by an extension of this right to the claimants, we enable 
individuals to select and engross the most eligible spots, in 
points of situation and soil, and thereby destroy all competition 
in the public sales.” 

How prophetic these remarks were, will be seen in the seqnel. 

In 1912, the committee, iu regard to pre-emption rights, hold 
the following languaze: pti 

“The committee are of opinion that promiscuous ard unau- 
thorized settlements on the public lands.are; in many respects, 
injurious to the public interests; good policy forbids that any 
encouragement should begiven to such intrusions. Itas pro- 
hibited by the Congress under the Confederation andhas been 
made penal by an act under the present form of government 
Congress cannot, ia the opinion of the committee, grant the 
prayer of the petitioners in its full extent, ‘without. destroying 
the effect intended to be produced by the law prohibiting intru. 
gions on the public lands. To legalise a direct violation of the 
law must, by obvious consequence, encourage future 
tions.” 

This law is now in force, and this report was made by Mr. 
Morrow, of Ohio; a gentleman well acquainted with the public 
jend and the interests of the United States. By a departure 
irom this wise policy, all the pernicious consequences which he 
sò distinctly points out have been realized. 

In 1824, the Committee on Public Lands again reported as fol- 
lows, in regard to pre-emption rights: 

“Phe committee are of opinion that an extensio? of these prin- 
ciples. would be injurious to the Government as well as to those 
‘who may hereafter become the purchasers of publie lands, and 
fzopably ta those who may venture to settle upon Government 
and without authority hereafter. © 
` “It cannot be perceiygd by what principle persons having no 
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color ef Cue, showid, afer lands en which they have settled 
were known to beivng to the United States at the time ef mak- 
ing such setdement, cleim the pre-emption right to such lands. 
“Should the Government sanction applications of this na- 
ture, an inducement would be offered to persons of an enter- 
prising disposition to anticipate, in every quarter, the Govern- 
ment in its sales of the public Janda, and to settle upon and 
improve the most valuable tracts of, land, waich they would 
claim- at the minimum price, whenever such lands were 
brought into the market by the authority of the United 
States, 5 - 
“Purchasers of lands, finding themselves prevented from 
acquiring good Jands, would abstain. from purchases, and 
resort to illegal settlements, in the hope of obtaining that at 
the minimum price, which they could not obtain at fair and 
open sale. . 
“Thus, a competition would be excited among ace tain ce- 
scription of our population to locate themselves apon the pub- 
lic lands, without regard to lines or boundaries, and with very 
little respect for the rights either of the Government or their 
Indian neighbors. * * * . z 
“A system of indulgence to those who tréspass, by making 
unauthorized settlements upo? the public lands, after those 
lands are known to belong to the United States, would, in the 
opinion of the committee, be productive of mach perplexity to 
the Government, as well asof injury to those concerned in the 
purchase and settlement of the public domain.” 


Without troubling the Senate further by reference to the - 


daings of Congress, I may here remark that this was the whole- 
some doctrine which guided and regulated action here in regard 
to the public lands until 1830. A deaf ear was invariably turned 
upon all entreaties to grant what are denominated pre-emp- 
tion rights. None stood more firmly against them tan the 
members from the new States. The injurious consequences 
wer foreseen, and our predecessorscomprehended how difficult 
it would be to retrieve afalse step. In 1820, the minimum 
price of public lands was reduced from two dollars to a dollar 
and a quarter an acre, and all credit abolished, which system is 
now in operation. 

In 1830, the first pre-emption law, which extended to the 
public lands generally, was passed, under pretznce of quieting 
the possessions ef a few poor peopte who had established 
homes upon the public land, and asked for a.few acres, at the 
minimum price, which they had cultivated about their houses. 
The argument addressed to the humanity of Congress pre- 
vailed. The speculators, in the guise of poor men, seduced 
Congress. it seemed justin itself; and we will now see what 
have been the results of that law, and learn something from 
experience. Ifthe public documents speak the truth, it has 
been the means.of awakening cupidity, and has served to dis- 
guise and cover up the most disgusting frauds, perjuries, and 
peculanons. This law, in its terms, provided for retrospec- 
tice cases only, for cases where settlements and cultivation 
had been actuatiy made, and was designed to secure to the 
poor man his home, not to invite new settlers, or to enlargé 
the domains of the rich, A pre-emption law, as it is styled, 
gives to the occupant the exclusive right to enter for himself, 
to become the purchaser of agiven quantity of land, on which 
he has made his improvements, be its quality or value what 
it may, at a dollar and a quarter the acre, which isthe lowest 
price at which public land is sold. The least quantity which 
the United States, in their singular liberality, proposed to let 
a pre-emptioner have was 160 acres, one quarter of a section— 
the public lands being surveyed into sections, or squares of 640 
acres each. 

This act of 1830, it was supposed, would apply only to the re- 
lief of a few cases of poor people, who had penetrated the pub 
lic Jand, and commenced the proeess of clearing farms. But, 
sir, Mr. Brown, thelate Commissioner of the Land Office, was 
required to state, atthe last session of Congress, how much 
revenue bad been diveited from the public Treasury by this 
act, His-answer was, that he had no certain data by which to 
estimate it, but he adds: 

t Considering the many tens of thousands of claims that 
have arisen under it, and the prevailing desire, in the mean- 
while, to invest money in public land, the conclusion seems fair 
that the selected spots woul] have been sold for a price propor- 
tioned to their excellence, if no such Jaw, nor any improper 
conspiracy, had existed. The estimate of three millions of 
dollars, which 1 had the honor to submit to you on the 28th of 
January last, appears to me now to underrate, much rather 
than to magnify, the difference between the receipts for pre- 
emption concessions and the sum the same lands would have 
pruoght into the Treasury.” 

Under this law, where two persons had made improvements 
no the same quarter-section of land, it was decided, as they 
could not both have it, that one should have what is familiarly 
called a float, that is, a right to enter his quantity upon any ofthe 
surveyed and unsold public lands; thus giving to him a vast 
yange, and an opportunity to select the most valuable spot. 

The Commissioner, in speaking of the manner in which these 
floa’s were obtaitied, says: 

“The virtuous and patriotic citizens of Louisiana bavebeen 
disgusted and alarmed by the extent to which frand and purjery 
is asserted to have been catried on in the manufacture of such 
claims within that interesting State, threatening to cover a large 
portion of the most valuable Jands that have been surveyed” 

bi > * « a 


“ The law, asits tile imports, is in favor of settlers. But 
pretensions have been sct up by persons dwelling in town with 
their families, and there following mercantile pursuits, while 
they caused a little show of improvement, that scarce deserved 
the name, to be made for them by others; no proof being 
prodused of their personal superintendence or direstion on 
the spot. Cultivation by slaves or hirelings in 1833. and 
one or the other, or a growing crop on the place on the fol 
lowing 19thof June, have becn assumed as fulfilling the re- 
quired conditions.” i 

“ Among the pretences to cultivation, there have been disclo- 
sures as follows, viz: where the cutting and burning a small 
patch of cane; where. an enclosure, not entiled to be called a 
fence, around a space only large enough for a small garden, and 
the planting a few culinary vegetables; and where scattering an 
undefined quantity of turnip seeds or grass seeds, and, in one 
case, planting a few turnips or onions, have been claimed as 
cultivation to meetthiscondition.” Again: 

“If the propriety were conceded of making the te-emption 
policy a part of our land system, there would bestill no evident 
fitness in extending the concession to a full quarter-section of 
land, An allowance of half that quantity of the very best land 
is surely munificent; and, if presumed poverty hegne of the 


considerations for the grant, it may be observed that many a 
good farm in the West contains no more than an eighth of a sec: 
tion.”? Again: . 

“ The temptation to abuse the charity of the Legislature is so 
radicaliy intermixed, and so inextricably interwoven with the 
operation of the pre emption jaws, that I should despair of lay- 
ing before you allogether effectual means for the prevention of 
fraud on the part of claimants Fr seems to me.a hopeless task 
to project any modification ef existing enactments that shall si- 
lente perjury, and defeat the devices of sagacious speculators, 
so long as their ingenuity shal! he sharpened and stimulated by 
the prospect ofimimense gain attending their success.” 3 

Such are the extraordinary ans disgusting developments 
made by the officer who was last year at the head of the Gene- 
ral Land Office, and whose means of intelligence cannot be 
questioned, and such is the effect of legislating the publie do- 
main into the bands of individuals. It offers such. temptation 
toan easy acquisition of wealth, that. it superinduces every 
species of fraud. y 

Twill now ask attention to same parts ofa statement made 
by the Attorney of the United States for the western dis- 
trict of Louisiana, in regard to these floats and pre-emption 
rights: 

“CT will here mention a construction of the law which was 
adopted by the officers at Opelousas, and most of the pre-emp- 
tion floats have been admitted under that construction. Two 
persons living on a quarter section, or who pretend that they do, 
on lands not worth a cent an acre; men who can neither read 
nor write; men who have never seen a survey made, and know* 
nothing about sections or quarter sections of land; and who, in 
point of fact, live five, ten, and, in many instances, twenty miles 
apart, go before a justice of the peace as ignorant as themselves, 
and swear to all the facts required by Jaw to make their entry; 
this, too, in a section of country never surveyed by the authority 
of the Government, nor any competent officer thereof, Would 
it be believed that any officer of the Government would admit 
an entry under circumstances like these, upon the oaths alone 
ofthe parties interested in making them, and upon lande not 
surveyed, approved, and returned by higher authority? Can it 
be possible that an entry of hat kind can either bein conformity 
with law, justice, or right? : 

“I state, of my own knowledge, that many of these pre-emp- 
tion floats are precisely in the situation above detailed. Iam 
authorized to name Colonel Robert A. Crane, of Louisiana, who 
states, positively, he knows many of them to be founded upon 
the same corrupt per}ury—persons swearing that they lived on 
tne same quarter section, when, in truth and in fact, they never 
had lived so near each other as five miles. It is not believed 
thar there are thirty honest pre-emption floats in the whole dis. 
trict of Louisiana; and yet, since the Ist of January, 1885, up to 
the 27th of May, they have passed at the Jand office at Opelousas 
at least 350, And who are the owners of these floats? Princi- 
pally one, and wot more than three, speculators. Since the Ist 
of January of this year, up to the 27th of May, day after day, 
week after week, F wight say months after months, a notorious 
specniator (and who must have been known as such to the offis 
cers of the land office at Opelousas) was seen occupying that 
oftice to the almost total exclusion of every body clsc. No other 
person appeared to understand how to get pre-emption floats 
through. and no one did succeed until an event which will be 
stated below. He could be seen followed to and from the land 
office by crowds of free negroes, Indiaus, and Spaniards, and 
the very lowest dregs of society in the counties of Opelousas 
and Rapides, with their affidavits already prepared by himself, 
and sworn to by them before some justice of the peace in some 
remote part of the county. These claims, to an immense ex- 
tent, are presented and allowed; and ypon what evidence? 
Simply upon the evidence of the parties themselves who desire 
to make the entry? And would it be believed that the lands 
where these quarter sections purported to be located, from the 
affidavit of the applicants, had never been surveyed by the Go- 
vernment, nor any competent officer thereof, nor approved, nor 
returned surveyed? I further‘state that there was not even a 
private survey made. These facts I know. I bave been in the 
office when the entries were made, and have examined the evi- 
dence, which was precisely what Ihave stated above.” 

Such has been the result of the experiment of the law of 1830, 
made for the benefit of a few pour settlers. Jt has swept away 
more than three millions of dollaxs from the public chest, and 
introduced a system which corrupts and demoralizes the citi- 
zens to an extent surpassing belief. Itcomesto us fraught with 
all the evils prophesied of it, and has already invited hordes to 
seize upon. the public property, inculging the hope that new 
laws of this description will be passed. Indeed they come 
boldly to our decors and demand them. This city is now filled 
with greedy claimants; not your poor and helpless individuals; 
who have raised a log cabin over their heads in some nook of 
public property but men whoenter the fashionable walks of 
life, and beast of their fortunes, 

And yet this Jaw of 1830 was guarded and protected by oathg, 
and required proofs. The settlement and the cultivation must 
be proved under oath, and to have occurred before 1829, to enti- 
tle the claimant to the benefit ofthe act. But, sir, what is culti- 
vation? Any act upon the soil; raising a handfull of vegetables 
ofa few weeks’ growth; sowing a little grasssced, which is up in 
afew days.. What is occupancy? Feeding a horse upon the 
soit has been claimed as such, And sueh iniseratiie frauds, 
aided by the perjury of hired and interested witnesces, have been 
employed, with the connivance of public officers, under a bene- 
volent act, to steal the most valuable parts of the public Jand. 
Such has been our sad and appalling experience under the law 
of 1830. 


Now, sir, whatis the character of the bill on yeur table? 
A thousand fold worse than the act of 1830. Itisa pre-emptien, 
for the exclusive benefit ofthe States in which the public lands 
lie. A monopoly in their hands; an appropriation of the pub- 
lic lands to their use, to the exclusion of all others; a gift of 
this vast treasure to the citizens ` of those States, And can I 
vote for such a profligate disposition of public property 7 How 
can I] meet my constituents and justify such anact? You have 
hardly the modesty to disguise this bill, by holding it upas a 
measure for the benefit of the poor; but gentlemen stand bold. 
ly forth, and contend that every man’s farm should. be made 
up to atleast 1280 acres out of the public land. Ay, more, 
that he shall have the right to select from no less than twenty- 
one sections of 640 acres each, the best parts and portions to 
make up his complement, at a dollar and a quarter the acre. 
And more, you do not confine him to lands surveyed, but per- 
mit him to range in regions never yet exposed to sale, and to 
select the richest gifts of nature. Nor is your bill confined to 
retrospective action, but whoever wil] may- go and seize the 
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public domain. And what do you require of him? Oathsand 
proofs of occupancy and cultivation; such subs antially as 
were required by the act of 1830; provisions just as easily 
evaded. And titles were manufactured under that act in vast 
numbers, by the oaths of perjured witnesses and the certificates 
of false magistrates. If you were robbed of three Millions of 
dollars under that act, what may you not expect hy thus open. 
ing the fiood-gates to the cupidity of the greedy and ava- 
ricious 4 

We have, I know, heard much fulsome panegyric lavished 
upon the hardy pioneers, as they are styled; much o” their suf. 
ferings, and much of their perils and bravery. Bat, sir, who 
invites them to these sufferings? Who asks them to seize the 
public land? For whose benefit is it? The laws of the United 
States forbid their entry upon it, they restrain by heavy penal- 
ties all intrusion, they declare allsuch persons to be trespassers 
and liable to indictment. These. intruders are, therefore, dis- 
turbers of the public peace. and by interfering with the Indians 
they provoke hostilities, and create the very wars in which 
they affirm they have suffered, and then claim our compas 
sion. Itis my firm belief that if these disturbers were kept 
within lawful bounds, we should have no hostilities with the 
Indians. : 

But, sir, if fighting is meritorious, have we no fighting men 
to be provided for? “Arc those who achieved our independence 
forgotten? Do. Bunker Hill, and Lexington, and Saratoga 
sink into forgétfulness before the exploits with Biack Hawk 
and Oceola? We have heard much too of the poor settler, 
and that there are some of this classon the public land is doubt- 
less true. If they and they alone can be providad for by being 
quieted in their possessions they shall have my vote. Show 
mea bill for them, which will bar frauds and speculation, and 
it shall have my most hearty support. But what sort of a bill 
this for poor men, which proposes to let each person who may 
choose to take up for himself or to annex to his estate 1280 
acres of the most choice spots ofthe public land? Cannot 
something short of an estate equal to that of a nobleman satis- 
i the poor? The poor, sir, are used as the stalking horse (o 

isguise the measure ; its features are, however, too apparent 
to mislead any one. But if the poor are to. be provided for, 
then I claim that all are alike entitled. I regret it, but we have 
many poor, too poor even to be able to make the long journcy 
to your public land. They are meritorious, and they suffer all 
the privations incident to their unfortunate condition, and I 
claim for them a share of the public bounty if the public pro- 
perty isto be distributed. There is a great class of widows 
and orphans, aged and infirm, whose condition makes a strong 
appeal te yourhumanity. Let your bounty reach them and 
gladden their sorrowful hearts, instead of adding to the bound- 
Jess acres of the rich planters. 

We have been told that great numbers of respectable people 
have emigrated, and settled upon the public lands, in the ex- 
Rectation that a pre-emption Jaw would pass for their benefit, 

e Senator from New Hampshire (Mr. Hubbard) says that he 
knows of a great number, and that a large majority of the Ter- 
ritorial Council of Wisconsin are squatters I doubt not it is 
true, and that they have left their poor neighbors behind them 
in New Hampshire. They are doubtless men of comfortable 
means; and why do they go to Wisconsin to settle upon public 
lands which have neither been surveyed nor brought into the 
market, when there are millions on millions of acres which 
have been surveyed this side of that Territory, which are of su- 

rior quality for agricultural purposes, and which they might 

awfully en'er and own ata dollar and a quarter? This bound- 

less region does not satisfy the ambition of these poor men who 
are seeking a home. They pass by all this as unworthy of their 
notice, and light upon regions where they may have the first 
choice, and not wait to getrich by the slow process of ordinary 
accumulation. ‘These are the poor men knocking at our doors 
for pre-emption rights, 

But this is not all, We have proofs here that th 
and associated together to resi taws of the 
andto maintain their cla 


ments from which I have read. | Sc. 
Thave recently conversed with a distinguished member of 


the other House, from the West, who passed through Wisc 
sin during the last summer, and he informs me i t the pail 
leading through the public lands was, for a large portion of the 
way, skirted by a furrow or two of the plough, which wraed 
off at interval, and entered the prairies or the openings. On 
inquiry, he found that this was the proof of accupancy and pos- 
session. Those who had done this considered themselves as 
having established pre-emption rights to all enclosed by the fur- 
tows, Some went rounda thausand, some more, and some 
less, acres, and some marked out, in this way, many lots. Almost 
all the choice land had been thus seized in anticipation of the 
passage of this or some pre-emptionact. He added, that when 
one crossed the furrow of another, this was called jumping, and 
thena fight with deadly weapons ensued. 

I have seen also a letter, giving an account of a treaty made 
in Wisconsin the last summer with the loways, who lived on 
the Joway river, west of the Mississippi. The lands upon this 
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sream are represented to be of extraordinary fertivy; and, 
afier the general terms of the treaty were agreed upen, the 
commissioners propesed that a stipulation for a speedy re- 
moval of the Indians, and a surrender of the territory, should 
be inserted. When this proposition was interpreted to the In- 
dians, the writer, who was present, declares there was among 


‘them a general laugh, which was viewed as asinguiarcomment 


upon a grave proposition, and an explanation was requested 
They instantly replied that the proposition for such an article 
was ausurd, and wholly unnecessary, as they had no pesses- 
sion. ‘They affirmed, what was ascertained'to be true, that, 
before they assembled to make the treaty, the pre emptioners 
had begun to run their ploughs round the land, and no sooner 
had their agreement to negotiate been made public, than the 
whites began to take possession of their cabins, and they did 
not doubt they were now occupying every one of them. The 
author of this letter isa gentlemen, Well known asa respectable 
citizen of the United States. š 

J have now said enough to show what is the general charac- 
tet. of pre-emption rights—that they fill the minds of sharpers 
with golden dreams, and that the poor are the last class of peo- 
ple who are to be benefited by them. 

Tf this bill passes, the public lands are gone, irreclaimably 
gone; for such will be the rush upon them, and such the reli- 
ance upon future legislation of this charagier, that this Govern- 
ment can never re-assert its authority. Ihave hemd that the 
number of persons waiting on the public domain for this 
law may be estimated at fifty thousand; whether it be more or 
less is not material, for it is known to be great, When we hear 
that the Government itself of Wisconsin is of this class, we 
can have little doult of the charac'er of the popnlation. 
Now, sir, F again ask, what necessity ere for such a partial 
unjust measure? Why should we in this manner waste the 
public treasure. and corrupt the morals of the citizens? Why 
should we do injustice to the whole country by lowering the 
value of real estate? Are not the landhol’ers, the farmers, of 
the old States, to be regarded? You cannot change the price 
of the public lands without its being felt by a correspondent 
change in the value of real estate from Maine to the farthest 
West. Tt seems to be thaugit here that the farmers of the old 
States have no right to open their mouths, if you legislate 
away half the value of their estates, which have heen acquired 
by long, patient, and laborious jndustry. They may be lefi to 
take care of themselves, or t» abandon their homes, and seram- 
ble for a share of the public property; for they seem to attract 
litte of the sympathy shat is so liberally extended to those 
who grasp at the alluring booty Are rot the rixhts of the 
farmers of the older portions of the new States to be regarded? 
They have beught and paid for their lands to the United 
States, Can it be just to them to give away adjoining lots? 
You indirectly acknowledge that it wonld not; for you bribe 
such persons, by allowing them to enlarge their farms to very 
extraordinary dimensions. But why are we urged to pass a 
law thus full of inju >? 

The great and leading argument is, that the Treasury js 
too full of money, and it is better to annihilate a source of vast 
revenue, ‘than to possess the money. Better to throw away 
public property than to keep it! Better to give itto a few, 
than that the great whole should have the benefit cf it! Sir, 
you may talk of the poor; of the necessity of settling the public 
lands; of the gallantry of the pioneers; of their cufferingsntheir 


respectability, and whatever else the human mind may in- 


vent in its proneness to fiction, but you can never reconcile 
the people to such an argument. You can never satisfy 
them that it is better to waste the public treasure than to apply 
it to public uses; that it is better and more just to pamper 
a few with it, than to let the whole feel the blessings which 
a Government may secure by an administration for the bencfit 
of all. 

Tf there should be a 
of the easy 
this bill deny, for the, 
bill to renew the der 
follow the surplus of 
it into the sea? 

But there is still a wiser and a better measvre; one that at all 
times has strongly recommended itself to the censi“eration of 
the country: I mean the bill which has repeatedly passed both 
Houses by alarge majority, and has met with an insurmount- 
able obstacle in the veto of the Execwive—the lend bill. This 
act provided for the distribution ofthe avails of ihe sales of the 
public lands among the Biates, upon just and equitable prin- 
ciples, to aid them in their great cause of education and ioter- 
nal improvements. lt was in conformity with the terms ofihe 
cession of those lands, for they were given to the States, and not 
tothe United States. 

And, sir, if this salutary measure had been adopted, what siz. 
nal blessings would it have conferred upon the States? Who 
dues not see thatit was every where needed, and that the hearts 
of the people would have been gladdened in all the conntry, by 
such a just distribution ofa treasure acquired by the common 
blood and sacrifices of the American people? A more munifi- 
cent, wise, and just act, was never devised within these cham- 
bers. This money would have been applied by the States to 
lighten the burdens, and to increase the happiness of the people. 
I know of nothing in which the poor are more emphatically 
blessed than in enlarged means of education, or in which the 
whole people are more clearly benefited than in the ex- 
tension of internal improvemenis, which bring the products of 
labor by cheap and easy means, to the markets of the country. 

Such was the general design of this beneficent act; and while 
T lament that any causes should have arrested its progress, Ido 
not despair of yet secing a returning sense and more just re- 
gaydto public rights in this matter. 

Can any one fer a momen: hesitate between the land bill and 
the act betere us? They both reiate to the public property: the 
one propo. of it for the general good; the other to ad- 
vance the interest: ew clamorous individuals. most of whom 
are greedy speculators: the one to enlighten the public mind and 
to promoie the pubiic convenience, the other to creafean odious 
monopoly in ihe hands of a few, while the great public is ex- 
cluded from all participation m its own property; the one to ease 
the Treasury ofits burdens, by returning to the people what is 
their own; the other to build up a class of favored individuals 
at the expense of the people. The one creates a sectional, un 
disguised monopoly, not of privileges alone, but by taking what 
belongs to us of the old States, 2s well asta those of the new, and 
giving into others. Can there, ought there to be a moment's 
hesitation in choosing between these measures? If the Trea- 
sury is too fuil, (which your Secretary in his report and estimates 
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denies,) shall the people have their own, or shall a favored few 
be pampered with it? nae 

‘Have we reached a crisis which demands the absolute act 
fice of the public lands? What would be thought of an indi- 
vidnal so profligate as to commit his property to destruction? 
It would be deemed asin so gross as to provoke the displeastire ° 
of Heaven. And we need not be surprised if we soon reach a 
Pperied when the people will look back with incredulity upon this 
era, in which we are. puzzling ourselves to devise Ways to. get 
tid ofthe revenue. They will be amazed that so little wisdom 
existed here as not to apply any surplus that possibly can exist- 
to great and useful purposes; but above all, they will credit no 
man with sincerity who argues that itis necessary to sacrifice 
the public property, for you cannot persuade men that their 
condition is above ‘amendment; that they need nothing more; 
that public money cannot yet be expended so asto promote 
their happiness. ES 

But if, from political prejudice or any other cause, the land 
hill is objectionable, sull we may easily reduce the revenue 
without throwing the public property overboard. Why-not 
litnit or stop the sales of the public lands? Why not offer a. 
limited portion of those which have been surveyed, instead of 
exciting the cupidity of the greedy, by offering a choice of the 
whole domain? There surely can be no difficulty in reducing 
the revenue from public land if it is necessary. “Small finan- 
cial talent. can bring that about, and leave the ‘public property 
to meet future emergéncies. The Treasury can never be so 
plethoric as to require blood-letting. A ; 

But another matter has been pressed with extraordinary 
zeal, and, I fear, more for effect than any other purpose. _ 

This chamber has literally resounded, ever since the opéning 
of the session, with denunciations of speculators in lands. . The 
pie-emption law of 1830, I have shown, disguised and gave 
effect to the most disgusting, injurions frauds among, specula- 
tors, that have ever been perpetrated, and this bill opens a pas~ 
sage a thousand times wider and safer for the workers of ini- 
quity. Thave, therefore, been greatly surprised that those who 
denounce speculators should. be found among the advocates of 
this mezsure. Let those who have defrauded the poor Indians, 
and through them plundered the United States, answer for their 
gross misconduct. No denunciations for them can be tog 
heavy, no punishment too severe. 

But what have those persons done who, for the most part, 
have purchased the public lands, and paid this troublesome 
revenue Into the Treasury? Just what the United States have 
invited them to do. We have a law of long standing, which 
requires, after the public lands have been surveyed, that they: 
shall first be offered at public auction, and those which will selt 
at more than a dollar and a quarter shall be thus disposed of. Ir 
further provides that, whatever remains of the quantity thus 
offered, any person may enter in any quantity not Jess than one- 
eighth of a section, and become the-owner by paying the price 
into the land office of the district where the land lies. All per- 
sons are alike invited, both to attend the sales and to make ens 
tries of what remains, The great body of the public Jands have 
been sold under the provisions of this Jaw, and the purchasers. 
have done precisely what we have invited them by law to do, 
and precisely what all honest purchasers before them have 
fone, You offered your land on your oWn terms, and they 
have paid all you demanded. This is the extent of their offences, 
and does it become us, while that law stands on the statute 
books, and while the public offices are kept open under public 
authority from Congress, to stigmatize those who give us just, 
what we ask? who deal openly, fairly, and honestly? Ifyou. 
have too many purchasers, if the land is too rapidly taken up, 
then alter your law; change your terms, instead of denouncing 
the purchasers. You can make terme that will put a stop to 
the sales. It ill becomes us to spend our breath in scolding 
abont those who have done nothing but comply with our terms, 
nothing but to conform to the laws made here. í ; 

Tt is further urged that the public lands have excited a dispo- 
sition to speculation and trade which ought to be suppressed, , 
because itis injurious to the country. That an extraordinary 
spirit of trade and speculation is abroad admits of no doubt; 
and that its ends will not contribute to the general psosperity is 
perhaps equally certain; but I cannot agree that the public 
lands have been the exciting cause. Nothing seems to nie 
more unfounded, x g : 

Toe origin of this state of things may be found in the attempts 
ofthe Executive to regulate the currency ofthe country. These 
attempts, all agree now, have heen futile and positively injuri. 
ous, and s9 will all attempts to regulate speculation prove. 
Every one thinks he can clearly see proofs of overtrading in 
others; but there are few, I believe, who do not entertain the 
opinion that their own affairs are judiciously conducted... They 
need no regulation themselves; indeed, they are willing to sub. 
mit to none; for that is a matter that belongs exclusively to their 
private judgment: but their neighbors may with propriety be 
regulated. The Executive may put his hand upon them, bea 


_cause they buy or sell a little too much. It is a kind of undefinas 


ble public injury which may be corrected by the interference of 
Executive power, and there is no harm in applying a regulator 
to the judgment of others. To ourselves, itis not necessary, as 
our opinions are as good as the king’s. But I said speculation 
did not find its origin in the public lands, but in the removal of 
the deposites. That extraordinary measure gave the death-blow 
to the Bank of the United States, and established the belief that 
such a bank hereafter was to be dispensed with. Whata host 
of banks have risen upon its ruins! What a sea of paper has 
inundated the country, under. pretence of suppressing bank 
notes! In 1820, the bank’capital in the United States was esti 
mated at 145,192,268, and it is now believed to be little, if any, 
short of $400,000,000. Banks have been every where created, 
with an amountofcapital that would have startled the public 
mind before this war began. Where isthe boasted hard money 
currency? Who sees it?) Who feels it? Itjingles in the press, 
and nowhere else.. But what has been the effect of this remark. 
able creation of banks? It has every where greatly added to the 
ameunt of citċulation. The veryevil complained of exists in a 
vastly more efficient and all pervading character. Wherever 
new: banks have been created, there hopes have been excited. 
that money could be reached, and there these hopes have begot 
the spirit of speculation. A new batch of bills was tbe thrown 
out, and those who would add to their mass of wealth, and those 
who would mend broken fortunes, or amass riches. by sudden 
acquisitions, seized these opportunities.to lay hold of the means, 
‘The success of one has stimulated another, until the contagion, 
has spread, with the spread of banks, over the land. This sys- 
tem, 1 fear, has grown to be an alarming evil; and whenever 
distress and suffering shall overtake vs, as-it bids fair to do. 
speedily, then will the eyes of the public be turned to this placg 
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_ fot relief, and the just power of the Siates, instead of being t 

“gpected, will bé trampled under foot. Pennsylvania, democra- 
te Pennsylvania, has already appealed to this power to fid- her 
ofher State banks. 


‘Let: rior the public lands be charged with exciting this 


amibling ‘spirit. The: only reason why you sell the public 
lands ia, because they are supposed to be cheap, and if you 
‘think them so, itis casy to ask more. Let the ‘currency alone; 
‘placa your surplus money with the States instead of piling it 
up in your pet banks, go that it rises above their capital, and 
the people: will soon learn how to do business, and you will 
“find little catisé to ‘complain of speculation; but so long as you 
‘‘ndertaké to régulate it, and fit that regulation to suit the for- 
‘tunes arid wishes of favored capitalists, so long you will hear 
<omplaints; dud just complaints, of the partial and oppressive 
. action of this Government. ` E 
~ c Büt with what forcecan those who censure speculation ad- 
vocate this bill? It. proposes to legalize the most stupendous 
speculations that the country has ever witnessed. If we can- 
not extricate ourselves from the petty law of 1830; if that has 
entisted anatmy of 50,000 men to band thems:lves together to 
insist on’ pre-emption rig:.ts against all law and all color of 
right, what number do you think this bill will array upon the 
frontiers? I tell you, sir, that the whole power of the United 
States will exert itself in vain against the current. Your 
“public domain will be lost; instead of three millions, your 
"pilltake from:you three hundred millions. The temptation is 
“such as never addressed itself to cupidity; and the speculators, 
those who can run furrows and hire the strongest force to make 
violence and to resist violence, will be the chief participators 
in the plander. He who can raise the strongest clan, and 
“Siourish the most knives, will acquire the greatest poses- 
sions. 
~ The bill also invites and protects fraud, for you authorize a 
person. to enter upon his two sections, to make his cultivation, 
and to: hold the land, but he is to have no tide for five years. 
* Whoever, therefore, choosesto defrand his creditors, may salt 
his money down in these lands, aud it will be beyond the 
yeach of the law; for the tide will be in the United States, 
while the actual possession and full enjayment will be “in the 
pre-emptioner. This will be one of the most convenient 
‘modes ever devised of abstracting property from the reach of 
creditors. 

But there is another reason more extraordinary than any of 
which I have hitherto adverted. L commen) the frankness of 
the Senator from Missouri (Mr. Benton) when he sys earnestly 
and too emphatically to be misunderstood, it is time the federal 
title to the public lands was extinguished; the time is coming 
‘when we will have hem. These are plain declarations—" we 
will have them.” | The old States, then, are to have no part er 
lot in the public lands. The children hold themselves justified 
‘in seizing the estate, in robbing the ancestor while alive; and 
‘those who propose this complain of all who buy land at the 
‘Tegal price'as greedy speculators; as men preying upon the 
“public prosperity, and enriching themselves at the expense of 
‘the settlers, This can only mean that what goes into the public 
+treasury: is grudged to it. It is time for the public to rouse up 
rand look to this. usurpation, if there is such a determination 
sabroad, It is time for the old States to awake from theirrepose, 
and sce that their inheritance is not sold for a mess of pottage. 
“These public lands afford a most alluring temptation to those 
“who seek for popular favor, and the old States must rest as- 
‘aured that they will constitute a political capital to trade upon, 
“and he who willoffer them ‘upon the most favorable terms will 
hope for moat popular favor in the West. The halls of Con- 
gress have long furnished ample proof of this. Sir, I hope the 
ime ‘has not coms when the people are to be purchased by 
Jargeases ; when, in imitation of the corrupt days of Rome, fa- 
vor is to'be gained by a distribution of corn or money. Yet, 
from the signs here, Thave long feared the approach of evil. I 
hope, sir, the people place a higher value upon public liberty ; 
that they will consent to bethe followers of no cue who does 
not, by his conduct as well as sentiments, show his respect and 
regard for the institutions achieved and established by the revo- 
lution of independence. Men that can be bought and sold by 
petty hopes of pecuniary advantage are unworthy of the great 
public blessings they inherit. 

The Senator from Missouri, I agree, understands the senti- 

ments of his part of the country better than I do, for he has long 
‘been a sagacious observer of public opinion. Ti is enough for 
me that he declares the purpose exists to assert title to the lands 
in the new States. Itris enough for all who value their property 
te look to it with Vigilance, when one of his standing and influ- 
ence declares that the federal title shall be extinguished. The 
new States, I trust, are more wise, just, and patriotic, than the 
een would impty. 
3 Thvuve, sir, glanced at someof the important matters connect- 
ed with this measure, and I cannot view it in any aspect in 
which it presents itself, that is not pregnant with vicious conse 
quences; and though I fear it will be unavailing, 1 earnestly 
hope the bill may be rejected. i 
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{As reported in the National Intelligencer} 
dn the House of Representatives, Monday, February 27 
1837,--The House bheing in-Committee of the Whole upon 
the bill reported by the Committee of Ways and Means 
making appropriations for the improvement of- harbors and 
rivers— 


Mr. WHITE (of Kentucky) offered an amendment provid- 
ing forthe establishment of a port of entry at the mouth of 
Laurel river, and an appropriation of forty-five thousand dol. 
Jars- for the hnprovement of the Cumberland river, between 
the mouth of Laurelsiver and the city of Nashville, to be ex- 
pended according to the report made by Col. Abert. of the 
Ragineer Corps, of asurvey executed in the year 1835. 

«Mr, W. said: With all due respect to the admonition of the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Whittlesey) and the gentleman from 
New York, (Mr. Lee,) warning the committee of the impro- 
piiety and great danger of allowing any amendment whatever 
to this bill, he felt it his duty to-offer the amendment under ton- 
sideration, And he must ‘be permitted to say that he could 


Fi Dut admire the exirgme modesty and generous liherality 
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of the earnest appeals of those two gentemen, when he refiect- 
ed upon the various items contained in this bil. The com- 
mittee will discover, by an examination of-the different ap- 
propriations proposed in this biil, that, although there are 


: twenty-six States in the Union, each entiticd te a fair and just 


proportion of the public expenditures of this Government, 
ttco-thirds of the amount appropriated by this bill is to be ex- 
pended in the States of Ohio and New York; and out of the 
remaining third, Tennessee and Kentucky are to receive the 
puifulsum of ten thousand dollars. Ar- yet, notwithstanding 
this manifest ineguality and injustice, the representatives 
from those two States are modestly asked to sit still, and fold 
their arms, and quietly look on, and see themselves robbed, with- 
out raising a voice in defence of their just claim fora 
small pittance ont of your overflowing Treasury, or daring to 
expreastheir in:lignation at your flagrant injusiice. Sir, this 
siren song of submission and forbearance towards this bill, as it 
now exists, lest you may jeopard its final passage, may lull 
others to sleep, Whilst you carry on your insatiable plunder 
upon the National 'freasury, in which my constituents hold a 
eommon stock- But, (said Mr. W.) if T cannot reach your sense 
of justice and equity, Lintend fearlessly to expose your injustice. 
It is objected by the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Whittlesey, 
that this amendment ought not to be adopted, because the ap- 
propriation has not beer reported by a standing committee. 
My reply to this objection is this: unfortunately for the States 
of Tennessee and Kentucky, either from a want of intellect in 
their members, or froma want of sagacity in the presiding 
officer of this TJouse to discover it, or from some other cause, 
not politic, just at this time, for me to speculate upon, itso hap- 
pens, oat of the eighteen members who compose the standing 
Committees of Commerce and Ways and Means, whose duty it 
is to examine and report upon propositions of this kind, not 
one of them is from the State of Kentucky, and but one trom the 
State of Tennessee, and heconsiztutionally opposed to all appro- 
priations by the National Government for internal improve- 
ments. I donot mention this as a complaint of personal ne- 
glect. Being one ofthe youngest members upon this floor, in 
years as well as political life, I did not expect or desire to be 
placed upon one of those important committees. Yet Edo con- 
sider that great neglect has been done towards those two States, 
in not placing some one of their older members upon one of 
these committees, through whose hands three-fourths of the 
business of this House hasto pass. Mr. W. would ask this 
committee to consider that it is not from any want of intrinsic 
merit in the measure proposed by this amendment that it dees 
not come recommended by a standing committee, but from a 
want of deliberate investigation and just consideration of those 
committees to whom this subject was referred the session hefore 
the last, as likewise this, by express resolution. 

Sir, if this committee will take tne trouble to cast their eyes 
over a list of the members composing those two committees, 
they will perceive that siateen ow of the eighteen are selected 
from the Atlantic States, and but two west of the .47/ ies 
ene from Ohio (Mr. Corwin. and one from Louisiane 
Johnsen, both of which States are amply provided for in this 
bill. Sir, it is an old and true saying, that “ charity begins at 
home; and with their two committees, in the manufacture of 
this bill, it has remained at home. If it has passed without 
the limits of the various States in which the different meu:bers 
ofthe committees reside aż all, its visits are like angels’, few and 
far between. Whilst every stream ofany importance emptying 
into the Atlantic, and every creek and branch running from 
the States of Ohio and New York into the Northern lakes, 1s 
to be ornamented with a splendid and magnificent harbor, 
Jarge and valuable streams in the interior States are wholly 
fergotten and neglected. 

Mr. Ware said that this amendment was not offered by him 
as a mere matter of form to make a display of his name upon 
the journal, expecting it to he voted down as a matter of cou 
No, sir, it is offered as a matter of sebstance and of just merit; 
and if he shouid succeed Cas he felt confident he could, if he 
could retain the atiention of the committee) in convincing this 
committee that this proposition would bear a rigid scrutiny. 
and a triumphent comparison, tested by merit, with any ob- 
ject contained among the almost innumerable items of this bill, 
he expected it to receive the favorable action of this committee, 
although i did not come before you recommended by the 
standing committee of Commerce, or Ways and Means. If 
he should fait in maintaining its intrinsic merit in compari- 
son with other objects, he should feel it his duty to acquiesce 
ina vote of rejection. ° 

Mr. Wurre sail that, as the committee had not, during this 
session, had the benefit of a report from any standing commit- 
tee upon this subject, andas there seems tobe a limentabie 
ignorance in relation to the size and importance of this stream, 
he would briefly state, forthe information of the committee, 
that, inthe year 1835, there was a survey made of this river by 
one of the United States engineers under a resolution passed by 
this House, the report of which survey made by Col. Abert, of 
the Kngtacer Corps, he now had before him—a report drawn 
with great labor, highly creditable to the intellect of its author; 
minutely describing the length and size of the river—its advan- 
tages for navigation—its obstructions—the character of soi] in 
the counties contiguous to lis banks—the various mineralsas 
wellas agricultural products. He said le would not weary the 
committee by reading the report; but if any gentleman doubts 
the importance of this river, and desires information, he will 
discover, by an examination ofthisreport, made by one of the 
first officers in the service of the Government, that the Cumbér- 
land river, from its source to its mouth, is 500 miles in length, 
donger than any river within the limits of the United States that 
empties mto the Atlant st ofthe Alleghany mountains) run- 
ning through bodies of land for the distance of three hundred 
miles that will bear a successful comparison for ferfility and 
variety of products with any part of the globe—abounding in 
minerals of almost every description—coal banks inexhaustible 
immediately upon its margin—salt, manufactured to the amount 
salf million of bushels annually at the various works, the 
most distant not exceeding thirty miles from the river, which 


| Quantity could be greatly increased ifan additional market 


were opened by the improvement proposed; a stream admira- 
bly adapted by Nature for navigation, with butfew natural ob- 
structions, -. The sum asked to be appropriated by this amend- 
Ment is estimated -by the engineer who executed the survey as 
being sufficient to remove the obstructions between the mouth 
of Laurel and Nashville, a distance of near 200 miles. This 
report recommends in the strongest terms the great advantages 
to be derived from the improvement. of the navigation of this 
stream, at so little cost to the Government. ` 
Thissubject, together with this report, has heen referred to 


some standing committee of this House each successive session 
since the execution of this survey, and has uniformly received 
the favorable action of some committee of this House eacli ses- 
sion preceding the present; but from press of business, or some 
other cause, the passage of the appropriation for this object has 
always failed. Before the survey alluded to was made, during 
the session of 1833-4, a bill paseed, appropriating thirty thou- 
sand dollars to the improvement of the Cumberland river in 
Kentucky and Tennessee; but, unfortunately forthe people who 
reside in Tennessee aud Kentucky ‘above Nashville, the expen- 
diture of that appropriation was confined exclusively to that 
portion of the river lying below Nashville. By a rigid and 
most singular constraction of the Constitution, so much of that 
appropriation ùs was intended by Congress to benefit his conati- 
tuents, as well as the entire population occupying the country 
above Nashville, feil a victim to the Executive veto, based upon 
the newly discovered idea that no appropriation by the General 
Government could be constitutionally applied above a port of 
eniry. {Fesaid he wished it distinctly understood by the com- 
mittee he did not read the Constitution in this way; he wished 
no such inference drawn from his having associated the erection 
ofa port of entry with the appropriation asked in his amend- 
ment. He did not believe that any act passed by Congress 
could either enlarge or diminish, add to or take from, the Con» 
stitution; but the Chief Magistrate, whose sanction has to be 
given to this bill before it becomes a law, does; and in order to 
obviate his objection, and secure the signature of the President 
to this bil, he had inserted a clause in the amendment provi- 
ding for the establishment of a port of entry at the mouth of 
Laurel river, the highest point upon the Cumberland river pro- 
posed to be improved. This is his apology to the committee for 
presenting thissingular anomaly, thisstrange association, of the 
creation ofa port of entry with an appropriation for the im prove- 
ment ofa river. Notwithstanding the two subjects are some- 
what incongruous, yet the necessity of the case demands that 
the iacongruity should be overlooked. For his own part, he 
did not intend to stickle about a nice point of order in vot- 
ing for thisamendment, nor should the committee, under the 
peculiar circumstances of this case. His constituents are by 
no means a fastidious people; they want this appro- 
priation, they greatly need it, their prosperity’ much de- 
pends upon it; if they cannot get it in the ordinary way, 
they are Willing to resort to the extraordinary; ifthey are with- 
out the limits of the Constitution, and cannot gain admittance 
through any other channel than a port of entry, they are wil- 
ling t3 enter in at that door, They regretted, to be sure, to 
learn that while the Constitution was construed sọ as to em- 
brace within its arms States all around, and even a portion of 
their own State, they should have been declared withoutits pale, 
They rejoice,however,there isa way opened for them to come in; 
and, although itseems to them a crooked way, they are dis osed 
to avail themselves of the offering. B convinced that 
every member of this committee was satisfied of the impor- 
tance of this river, and the jestice of this appropriation, he 
hoped that neither @ strici couswaction of a point of order, nor 
the objection, growing dut of a want of recommendation from 
the standing committees, will close this only remaining avenue 
left his constituents to get back again under the protecting arm 
of the Constitution. 

He said he was frank to acknowledge that, in making up his 
mind upon avy proposition brought before this House, a favor- 
ablerecommendation from a standing committee had a con- 
siderable influence in forming his judgment. Yet he was not 
willing to yield a passive obedience to the report of a standing 
committce, and vote his or against a measure in accordance 
with their recommendations. He cared not how he acquired 
the facts, if he considered the measure right, and deserving, by 
its merit, his favorable consideration; he gave it his vote even 
if it should not be endorsed by a standing committee. 

It will be recollected by this committee that he had, in ‘more 
than ene instance in the last two days, pursued this course. 
Upon the proposition to appropriate twenty thousand dollars to 
the repair ofa fortification at the mouth of the Connecticut ri- 
yer, although offered as an amendment, without the recom- 
mendation of a standing committee, he gave this amendment 
his sanction, because he deemed it needful, Atthe same time, 
he was not partial to a general system of fortifications as a 
means of defence. He did not regard them as the most impor- 
tant branch of the great system of national defence. A few 
were absolutely necessary for the protection of large cities, si- 
tuated upon the coast; to secure the entrance of large harbors; 
to guard the mouths of large rivers, Butin a country like this, 
afier all, the main reliance for defence is upon the patriotism 
and valor of tlie citizens, and the facilitiesafforded by good roads, 
canals, and navigable rivers, for the rapid concentration of 
men anii supplies to aay and every point of our extensive fron- 
tier. In time of peace, fordfications were expensive, requiring 
a standing army to keep them in repair, and preserve them 
from ruin. Not so with navigable rivers, canals, and roads. 
They were alike useful in peace and war; affording important 
facilities and benefits to agriculture, manufactures, and com. 
merce. 


He wished the chairman of the Committee on Commerce 
(My, Sutherland) to bear in mind that he voted against the 
proposition to strike out of the Navy bill the appropriation of 
four hundred thousand dollars, necessary to complete and 
launch the magnificent ship of the line Pennsynvania. He 
called the recollection of the gentlemen from the North to the 
fact of his having voted, only a few days since, for four hundred 
thousand doliars to build four sloops of war, although offered by 
way of amendment, and not recommended by the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. Hesaid, afew words in relation to the claims 
of Tennessee and Kentucky upon the justice of the General 
Government, and the neglect with which they had been treated, 
and he waz done. It willbe remembered that Tennessee and 
Kentucky, the two States interested in this amendment, pay 
annually a large amount in taxes upon consumption into your 
Treasury; that they are altogether consuming States, and im- 
port nothing; that they.have rota ship afloat upon the ocean, 
and derive not one cent of direct benefit from all your foreign 
commerce, for the protection of which you spend millions an- 
nually; and although there may he seventeen millions of reve- 
nue collected yearly in the city of New Yark, as has been 
boastingly displayed before this committee by the member from 
that city, (Mr. Lee,) and zealously urged as an argument why 
New York was justly entitled to more than an ordinary share 
of the disbursements of the public money, yet the merest seio- 
list in political economy knows that these duties are always 
paid (and tha: too with heavy interest) by the consumers. Six, 
Kentucky and Tennessee have been members of this Confede~" 
racy near a half century; during which tima how {many mil. 
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lions have they contributed to your Treasury, and how many 
hundreds have they received hack again? “How many cents 
have returned to Kentucky? Not one cent Tennessee, T be- 
lieve, has received forty-five thousand dollars since she was 
acknowledged: as a State. It will not be contended that there 
arc any two States in this Union more loyal, more devoted to 
the true principles of this Republic. None are more prompt 
to vindicate and contend for the rights and honor of this nation. 
‘None are more ready to take up the line of march to meet fo- 
reign aggression, no matter upon what border of this widely 
extended country it may approach. This Government has ne- 
ver yet drawn a bill upon their patriotism that has not been 
promptly discounted, nor upon their valor, that has not been 
most nobly redeemed. 

He would not detain the committee by reciting the many 
splendid victories achieved by their daring courage during the 
late war; their noble deeds are matters of history; their fame is 
above the reach of eulogy or detraction. No, sir. He said he 
repeated, neglect, injury itself could not alienate the affections 
ofthe people of these two Sites from the Union. They have 
long and patiertly borne both. Under all political changes, 
their attachment has remained unimpaired, You may check 
and embarrass their progress in wealth, as you have done; you 
may impoverish them by yonr mistaken policy; or, to speak in 
plain and honest language, by your unpardonable neglect and 
wilful injustice; yet you cammot weaken their attachment to 
this Governinent; they will continue to cling to the Union “as 
their best, their greatest, and last hope.” Yet he demanded of 
the candor of this committee if they ought not, whilst they were 
scattering millions upon millions of the surplus treasure upon 
the seaboard, and upon the lakes, to. return upon meritorious 
and useful objects of appropriation a small division of the per- 

e(ual drain from those two States into the. national treasury? 

e said it was not his habit to indulge in complaints; but, he 
must repeat, he felt that these States, and especially Kentucky, 
had been treated by this Government with cold neglect, with 
eryinginjustice. He said he did not stand here asking charity 
at the bar of this louse; he scorned the character of a beggar; he 
was no mendicant for bounty, no petitioner for alms; his Consti- 
tuents. would spurn him from their presence when he returned 
home, if he would dare fill such a character upon this floor. 
He stood here as one of the representatives of the people of 
this nation: and, in the name of his constituents, he asked 
for justice. nothing but sheer justice. He cailed upon gentle- 
men from the North and from the Bast to bear in mind that, 
during the last session, as likewise this, he had voted for the 
appropriation of millions for the increase of the Navy, for the 
erection of fortifications, for the building of Jight-houses; and 
now the smali pittance of forty-five thousand dollars is asked, 
as the only appropriation for all purposes to two States, and 
the murmuring sound of opposition is heard from the North, 
from the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Lec,) from the gen- 
teman from Maine, Gr. Smith) and from the West from the 
gendeman from Ohio (Mr. Whittlesey.) “E? tu Brute. 
Sir, he saidythe gentleman from Ohio must permit bim to say, 
least of all did he expect opposition from that quarter—the 
representative of a Western, adjoining State, whose lake bor- 
ders are now whitened by the bones of Kentuckians who pe- 
rished gallantly defending the wives and children ofthe gentle- 
man’s constituents from the savage cruelty of the Indian. He 
had occupied the attention of the commitiee much longer than 
he intended when he rose. He knew the great mass of un- 
finished business on hand. and but a very few days remained 
to dispose of it; but, before he took his seat, he would say, by 
way of assurance to those who felt a deep interest in the suc- 
cess of this bill, and as a guaranty of his sincerity of purpose 
in offering this amendment, and that he was actuated by no 
sinister design, that, whether his amendment was sustained or 
not by the committee, he would still vote for the bill. He 
wished it understood that the justice and liberality of a Ken- 
tuckian were not confined to the narrow limits of a congres- 
sional district, not circumscribed hy the boundary of a State, 
but commensurate with the just wants of every part of this 
wide spread Union. 


WIDOWS OF REVOLU’ MONARY OFFICERS, &e. 


REMARKS OF MR. TAYLOR, 
Or New Yors. 


in the House of Representatives, Wednesday, December 

28, 1837.—Mr. Taynor, of New York, baving submit- 

ted the following: 

Resolved, That the Cominittee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of amending the 
third section of the act entitled “An act granting half pay to 
widows or orphans, where their husbands or fathers have died 
of wounds received in the military service of the United States 
in certain cases, and for other purposes,” approved July 4, 
1836, so as to extend the provisions of that section to all widows 
of officers and soldiers of the war of the Revolution whose 
husbands were entitled to a pension, excepting cases of se- 
cond marriage after the termination of the war. 

‘And the resoulution having beein read, Mr. TAYLOR ad- 
dressed the House as follow : : : 

Mr. Speaker: Before taking the question on this resolution, 
I ask the indulgence of the Jouse while I submit a few re- 
marks. 1 had: prepared a resolution, instructing the commit- 
tee to inquire into the expediency ef extending the provisions 
of the act to those widows of officers and soldiers of the war of 
the Revolution whose marriage took place previous to the 
close of the war; whereas, the act of the last session gives a 
pension only to those widows whose marriage took place pre- 
vious to the expiration of the last term of military service of 
their husbands; but having received some communications 
upon the subject, and npan further reflection. E have been in- 
duced to alter it in the manner as now presented. Ihave done 
so from a deep conviction that if there is justice or propriety 
in extending the pension system to the widows of pensioners, 
as now provided by law, there is equal justice and propriety 
in extending it in the manner proposed; and, indeed, sir, I 
may say there woukl be great injustice in withhokling it, 

The act which it proposed to amend, F believe, pas od with- 
out opposition, or at least wich great unanimity. ‘There was 
manifestin the House a strong disposition to extend the pension 
system to the aged widows ‘of the soldiers of the Revolution; 
and Tam inclined ta the opinion that, if more time bad been al- 
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lowed, more deliberation bestowed upon the s ject, the act 
would nothave been as limited in its provisionsas it nowis 1 
believe I may say, without fear of contradiction, that no legisla- 
tion hy Congress meets more decidedly and cordially the appro- 
bation of the people of these United States than does that which 
extends the liberality, the justice, of this nation to thatclass who 
yet linger among us, and who were participators directly, or 
even indirectly, in the privations, the sufferings, and the sacri. 
fices of the war of the Revolution; and I rejeice, sir, thatit is so; 
for it indicates that deep and a ng gratitude which flows 
from a just sense and due appreciation of the great benefits 
which they obtained, a cherishing of the principles which they 
taught, and a veneration and attachment to the institutions which 
they established. This trwy American feeling may well be in- 
dulged, and should be gratified, especially as we have so abun- 
dantly the means of gratifying it; for, while it confers upon the 
aged and worthy remnant of a race of patriots and heroessome 
just reward for meritorious services and sacrifices, it cherishes 
and cultivates those sentiments of respect and attachment to 
the political doctrines and principles of a purer age, which 
tend to the security of freedom, and the safety of the Union. 
And why, sir, have you extended your pension system to the 
widows of those who were entitied to a pension? ` It is because 
they, too, have made sacrifices in the cause of their country; it 
is because they have endured iships and encountered dan- 
gers for their cxuntry’sfreedom; it is because they have united 
their fortunes and identified their interests from early life with 
those who fought your battles. Jt is because of ihe encourage- 
ment which they gave, and the influence whch they exerted— 
an encouragement which never faltered in the gloomiest period 
of that war, and an influence which was felt wherever there was 
a tented field, a batle ground, or asoldierto be enlisted for the 
service. The patriotism, the zeal, ay, and the enthusiasm of 
that day, was not confined to those by nature constituted to en- 
dure the hardships ofa soldiers life. hut pervad d all classes of 
society, and was conspicuously manifested hy the gentler sex; 
and no matron er maid, in the proudest d of Spartan valor, 
would, as the blush of wounded pride manuied on her cheek, |} 
have turned with more of scorn and indignation from the cow- 
ard wHo had basely fled from the defence of his country, than 
would the American women of that period have turned trom 
him whose treachery and cowardice hed thrown disgrace upon 
him. And thisinfluence was powerful in the success of the 
war; it animated the heart, it nerved the arm of the soldier, and 
prompted him to deeds of daring and of valor. y 
But, sir, I need not dwell upon the merits, the influence, and 
the sacrifices of the American woren of revolutionary times; 
for you have already settled the principle that the widow of the 
pensioned soldier of the revolution is cntited to a continuauce 
of that bounty ofthe Goveroment which her husband enjoy: d; | 
but you have, as I humbly conceive, unjustly confined it to those, 
and those only, whose murri k pls ‘lous to the last 
military service of ! 
feet ef ma 
dier, so imps: 
is entitled to the pension which her busband enjoyed? Should 
that fact, I ask, be the test by which you are to determine the 
justice or the expediency of continuing the pension tothe wi- 
dow? It appears to me ‘not, sir. Neither do I conceive that mar- 
riage previous to the close of that war is the just criterion by 
which this question should be decided. If the wife of the sol- 
dier, while he was perilling his life in the service of his country, 
was suffering at home many and great privations, and partici- 
pating largely in sympathy,anxiety.and solicitude for the.safety 
of her husband, and the success of the cause in which he was 
engaged, is entitled to the inheritance of that annuity which 
you since, of right, have granted her hushand while living, how 
much less worthy this favor isthe widow, who, although at that 
period she might have stood in no other relation than that of the 
affectionate daughter, the anxi of those who were ha- 
zarding all in th coun and who, after i 
ups, equally in the i 
Qose of the war united her fortune for life with that of the wa 
worn soldier, or the affianced maid, whose marria 
ssof prudence, advice of fiends, the perils of th 
anxiety-for the cause in which ali were engaged, w 
until patriati and valor were crowned, and peace and tran- 
quillity restoredto the country? And yet, by your present Jaw, 
the one is entitled toa pension, while the others are deprived, 


and the number of this class is het comparatively small. Sir, 
those days were not so much days of marrying and giving in 
marriage, as they were of toil, of suffering, an3 of b'oodshed in 
a glorious cause; and if the facts could be precisely known, I 
doubt not it would be found, that with those actually engaged in 
the service of their country, more marriages were consummated 
soon after the war than during the entire period of the revola- 
tion; and yet you deprive the widows of all such of that bounty 
which you bestow upon the others. Is this equaljustice? Is it 
right? 
: “But, sir. my object is not to discuss the question at this time, 
but merely to bring the subject before the House, with the hope 
that the committee wiil give it their immediate attention, and 
report a bill in conformity to the suggestions of the resolution. 

Mr. STORER remarked, thatihe Committee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions had had this subject under consideration, and 
would report a bill meeting the views of the gentleman from 
New York. . 

The resolution was then agreed to nern. dis. 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 
DEBATE IN THE SENATE. 


: o fortification 
bill returned tothe Xenate, after the Hou asisted on the 
clause for a second distrib: f 
Mr. WRIGHT, from tbe Committee on Finance, to whic 

had been referred the fortification bi], retort 

of Representatives with an aimencm! 
section, providing f yew 
in the Treasury on the Istof January next, among the different 

States of the Union, reported ihe same to the Renate, with an 

amendment to strike oui the second section, which had been 

added by the House of Represeniatives; and the question being 
on adopting the amendment proposed by the Cummittee: 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that this was a very important 
amendment indeed, and one which he deeply regretted the 
committee had deemed it proper fo report. He could not con 


= 
in silence, and. suffer the question to be taken, 
without at least requesting to hear some reason Why an amend- 
ment of this character had been reported. If there should be 
a large surplus in the Treasury, as there was every reason to 
expect there would be, the natural and proper distribution of 
it was obviously to return it to the people: “He cotid not bat 
express his surprise that the committee should expect the Se- 
nate tostrike outan amendment of this importance: simply ön 
their recommendation. = 

Mr. WRIGHT thereupon said that it was not bis purpose te 
occupy the time of the Senate at this late period of the ses“ 
sion. None knew better than the Senator from South Carolina. 
the natureof the amendment, and the bearings of the whole 
question. The subject was as well understood by every mêm- 
ber of the Senate as it could be by the committee. The 
section which the House of Representatives had added to this 
bill was precisely the biil introduced at the commencement of 
the session by the honorable gentleman from South Carolina 
himself, which had been referred to the Finance Commiuee, 
and long since reported on. Surely -the gentleman did not 
expecta written report ona bill referred but yesterday, and. 
embracing a subject of such vast magnitude. The amend- 
ment involved as important a question as ever had beer* sub- 
mitted to Congres mt if this had been the first time the 
Senate had ever heard of it, there would have been great 
propriety in requiring either a written report, ov at least 
some verbal explanation in regard to it. But Mr. W. did 
not fee! bound, as the case stood, to make a long reporton a 
matter with which every body was familar, and on which he 
could not suggest a single new idea. A report, under such tir- 
cumstauces, would, if made, change no opinion. This was the 
simple explanation which he had to make (so far as he was 
personally concerned) in reply to the call of the honorable 
Senator from South Carolina. By the committee the subject 
of a written report had not once beg mentioned. For himself, 
he considered the section which had been added to the bill as 
completely disconnected with the subject-matter of the bill 
asit left the Senute, as one Ching coukl be distinct E 
Tt was in fact an important act of independent leg’ All 
the meners of the Senate were acquainted with Mr, W.?s opi- 


sent to sit 


an apology for th 
ther it wouk] prove acceptable to ihi 
lina, he could not 

Mr. CALHOUN 
New York io resit 
menton the discussion wh 
sion. ‘This this he could hav 
had heen the argument last yea 
bill, that the toman had beer 

, ae ce 


on or concurrence i the amend- 
taken place at the Jast, ses- 
objection; for, so triumphant 
n favor of the distribution 
elitin a minority afsix against 
ad since intervened to 
Was coment to 
Hig born inate. A anore wiumphant 

ument he had n r listened to; and, such had been its ir- 
resistible force, that it bad brokenihrongh the bonds of party 
discipline, and compelled gentiemen to leave their pany and 
vote for the bill. He would not repeat it, but he would ask those 
Senators who had at the last session felt and admitted its force, 
and had voted for the distribution bill, whether they would now 
change their ground, without a single argument having been 
urgedin reply. Surely the Senator from New York was bound 
to show some difference in the case, which should induce 
those who had voted for distribution last year to vote against it 
now. The Senator from New Vork owed this to gontlemen of 
his own side, if he expected them thus to turn about in the face 
of the world. 
Mr. WRIGHT rejoined. He was bound tosay that the prin- 
iples wrich had governed his own course romined uncha ged, 
iout recri who nowa from hime It 
onimpo t reasons oi innemen 
ght have cf ang but he supposed and bpe- 
iiaved, and so did the South Carolina, thas the 
actually exi on, and that which was 
i ich must be disposed of in 
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ground; 
aleman rom 


extent, provod erroneous, But surely th natour from South 
Carolina would not cali upon him for the reasons which acti- 
acdotheis. If gentemen shouldact differently on this occasion 
from the manner in which they had acted at the Jast session, the 
Senator would, vo doubt, find them ready to vindicate their 
course, and much more able than himself ro explain (he consi- 
ns which actuated them. He trusted that this would su- 
e the censure of the honorable genveman, ea 
Mr. CLAY hoped that the q ion would be decided by yeas 
andnays. The proposition adopted, said he, hy the House of 
R enfatives, and now sent to Gils body jor jts concurrence, 
is, that any surplus revenue which may remain in the Treasury 
on the first of Januaty next, beyond the wants of the Govern: 
ment, shall, aficr retaining five millions, be dis ributed among 
the States. Ifat that time there shall be no surplus, the bill Wil 
have. of course, no effect: if there be, it will) Whatare the ob. 
jections to concurring? We have been favored with very few 
‘on this occasion. I would ask of the honorable Senator from 
New Yo k (Mr. Wright) whether it is his intention that, in case 
th hall be a large surplus, it isto remain in the deposite 
banks which have now the custody of the public money, at an 
i o ihe Government of two per cent.? Does the honoras 
ator think ithatisa prudent and proper disposition 
‘the public funds? eat central Sta‘e in our neighborhood 
I understand, directed that her portion of the surplus di 
telin Jannary la yaccd in ba for it an 
i of six percent. and there was vot iy i 
rangement. Does the Senater co 
financial operation to keep the money o 
posite banks at an interest oF two per e 
money, the Government might obtain six per cent. on adequate 
security? Tam anxious to v what is to be the policy of the 
coming administration on this subject. 

[Mr Wru Their policy is to have no surplus.} - 

Mr. Cray vesumed.- Then take the land bill, like an honest 
man. There M E 
strictive measur ofthe public jande, which throw 
open one hundred and eighty milhons of acresata time., -F 
should be giad, Tsay, to know whatthe administration policy 
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is to be: the country has a rightto know. The honorable Se- 
nator was stout last session in bis denial that there would he a 
surplus: .oh, no;. there would be no surpius—no surplus. At 
length, however, he was obliged to admit that there would. be 
some—a little; but how did it turn out? Weall know, Well, 
if there is to be a surplus in January, what is to be done with 
i? Is it to be kept in the deposite ‘banks at two.per cent. in- 
terest? Is that your calculation? Is that the policy you will 
announce to the people? Why, what do the daily develop- 
ments which are taking place demonstrate? Do they not prove 
that thesc deposite banks are but so many mere political ma- 
chines?. Have youscen the applicatiop recently made by one 
of the banks in the city of New York for a share of the public 
money?. The greatest recommendation urged by the applicants, 
their strongest argument, is this: “we are cordial friends to the 
distinguished chief who has so ably filledthe chair of the Chief 
Magistrate,” &c. Let me now make an appeal to the majority 
in this House, and I am glad tha: what Isay will be heard by 
the Senator from Virginia, (Mr. Rives.) ‘This body has been 
pronounced by him to be the aristocratic branch of the Federal 
Government. If not positively and avowedly aristocratic, it 
has at least a squinting toward aristocracy, Well, and who are 
the majority of the aristocracy hers? Are they not the friends 
of the administration? Now the democratic branch in Con- 
gress have determined that it is unwise and improper to leave 
a large surplus revenue in the deposite banks,to pay the counuy 
ani. eiest oftwo per cent ; and whence does the opposition to this 
salutary democratic measure proceed? From the aristocratic ma- 
jori:y in the Senate. Are you, then, going to confirm your own 
charges against this body? I take your own words, and I ask, 
will you oppose the democracy of the country? Will you 
withstand the people’s will? Will you, by asilent report, give 
«your lordly dissent to what they have approved and resolved 
upon? Teall on that majority of this Senate who, at the last 
session, thought it unwise to leave the public money in the de- 
posite banks, to rally around their own principles, to stand by 
their democratic friends in the other House, and to take the mo- 
ney of the nation out of the hands of these deposite banks, and 
distribute ii among the people of the States on the principles 
advocated by themselves Jast year. fear, however, the Senator 
from New York cannot be brought to consent to this arrange- 
ment. Well, then, E will propose tohim, by way of a compro- 
mise, that he consent to the land bill. This isa middie mea- 
sure; it disposes of two great interests at once. Is it possible 
to conceive of a better disposiiion both of the question of the 
surplus andthe question of the tarif? If the honorable gen- 
tleman will consent to that, I will agree with him; but I entreat 
the majority of this body not to lend themselves to the plan of 
retaining this surplus revenu» in a few banks to be selected by 
the administration. Thope we'shall not agree to the recommen- 
dation of the Committee on Finance, and Í trust that its honora- 
ble chairman will, when the yeas and nays shall be called, be 
found now, as he was fuundat the last session, standing m a 
small minority. Task ihat che quesiion mey be decided by yeas 
and nays , , , 

Mr. RIVES said he did rot rise from any wish to lengthen 
this debate, but merely with a view to submit a few remarks in 
reply to thè Appeal which had been addressed to himself and 
others by the honorable Senator from Kentucky. I do net see 
why he was so particularly anxious that [should hear what he 
had to say on this subject. Ihave often listened to that honora- 
ble Senator, always-avith pleasure, and often with profit; but 
what was it ke was so anxious I should hear? In some ob- 
sefvations which I han the honor to submit upon another occa 
sion, I took occasion to say that, ina philosophic view of the 
structure of this Government, the Senate was to be considered 
as the aristocratic branch of it; not that every individual mem- 

“ber of that body was an aristocrat, in the odious sense of that 
term, but that the body, from the manner of its constitution, was 
lezs immediately subject than the other House to the popular 
wil On that pout, 1 stitlemer into no controversy, but I 
woul! apply the honarals tors argument to. his own case, 
He says that we are hound no row that we or the Senate 
are no: aristocratic in our feelings and course of action, and we 
are to do this by obeying the impulses which proceed from the 
democratic branch in the other House; and he contends that, if 
we shall refuse to do so, it will be a verification of what I said, 
There is no propriety iy bis mahi issue with me; but let it 
he admitted that the argumest is properly addressed to a demo- 
cratic majority, and it amounts to this; that, in order to vindi- 
cate their democratic character, they must, in all things, and on 
all occasions, submit to an expression of the will of the demo. 
cratic branch ef ihe Government. If this is so, let me remind 
the Senator of his own course in relation tothat very important 
measure, the fornication bill of the last sessi iTe cannot 
but recollect (ie appropriation by the House Representa- 
tives of three inillions of dollars in anticipation of. the contin- 
gency ofa war with one of the European Powers. The amend. 
ment came here, and was stetnly rejected. Notwithstanding 
the gentleman’s doctrine of submission to the democratic 
,brench, the rejection was persisted in, until, by means of it, the 

il waslost. The Senator himselfon that occasion set an exam- 
ple directly the reverse of what he is now con:ending for. _ I do 
not call up this subject from any desire to revive the heats 
which then prevailed, but 1 mention it as an occarion of re- 
minding him that, if he means to urge a principle of aciion 
upon us, he must at least observe it himself, 

Now, what ought to be the course of the Senate? Will the 
Senato from Kentucky, or any other gentleman, who does not 
speak merely ad capiundum, say, that when the Senate stands 
committed before the world to a great system of policy, and an 
amendment comes from the other Mouse, proceeding on wholly 
different.grounds, this body is bound to surrender the policy it 
approves, and adopi that which comes from the House of Re- 
presentatives? Dues net the wholésystem of this Senate pro- 
ceed upon the ground that there should nöt be anys rplus-re- 
venue? Have we not altered the land system, and redaced the 
tariff, for the express purpose of preventing a surplus? And 
now, when we are openly pledged to the country, and tothe 
world, not to distribution, but to reduction, must we at once 
torn about and say that there shall hea surplus, and that itshall 
he distributed among the States? Is there any fairness in re- 
quiring us to surrender all our fixed opinions at the mere bid- 
ding of a majority of the other House? There are other chan 
nels, beside the acts of that body, through which we may learn 
the will of the people. Member as I am of that which, accord- 
ing to its essential genius, is the aristocrate branch of this 
Government, I do hold myself under pe control of public 
opinion, as it comes to me in authentic forms. The House of 
Represeptativesis not the only oracular source whence Tam to 
Jearn it, There are the acts of my own State Legislatine: there 
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‘had restored to the people €38,020 000 of their own 
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is the public press; there are a thousand other legitimate expo 
nents of public opinion. Looking at these indicia, what do 
we see? . We see that, even by the temporary distribution of 
the surplus which had accumulated last year, we have thrown 
an apple of discord among the States, ‘Such-is the language 
of my own State. While, owing to the pressure of cireum- 
stances, she has felt herself constrained to accept the deposite 


` of her quota of the surplus, she warns this Government against 


the repetition of the measure. And what did we hear from the 
gentieman from Connecticut? (Mr. Niles.) He telis us that he 
has received letters from many members of his own State Le- 
gislature, describing the conflicts in that body, and all termi 
nating with this objurgation: “For God’s sake, send us no more 
surplus.” Such has been the effect in all the New England 
States; and I do say, that the public sentiment of this nation, as 
expressed by its legitimate organs, echoes the same sentiment. 
Let us have no more surplus, but bring down the revenue. In 
yielding to the public sentiment, thus fully expressed, there is 
no inconsistency with democratic principles, but the contrary. 

We are reminded, however, that many ef us voted for the 
distribution bill of the last session. But what were the circum- 
stancest Then we hada large amount of surplus actually in 
hand. We could not get rid of it. Ought we to have expend- 
ed itin reckless and ant-republican extravagance, or should it be 
left inthe deposite banks? I then said that it was infinitely bet- 
ter to distribute it among the States. I chose this-as the lesser 
evil; I always regarded it as an evil, never asa good; and I ro- 
sorted to it only asa means of preventing greater evil. Now 
there is no actual surplus, although Isee that if there is not 
some change in the revenue laws, there is every probability that 
there will be one. We have adopted two important measures, 
which, according to the gentleman from Kentucky himself, are 
well calculated te prevent a surplus. In saying’this, | refer to 
a part of his speech which I was so unfortunate as to losc; I was 
not in my seat when, Iam told, the honorable Senator referred 
tomyself. His remarks I shall be happy to notice at another 
time, though I cannot attend to them at present. I understand 
that he distinctly took the ground, when objecting to the reduc- 
tion of the tariff, that that reduction was not necessary in order 
to bring down the revenue, because that had already beep done 
by the Jand bill. 

(Mr. CLAY here explained. What he had said was this: that, 
ifall the measures passed’by the Senate should he concurred in 
by the House, there would probably be no surplus, in which re- 
mark he had alluded to the various extravagant measures which 
bad been voted. ] > 

We viewed these measures which the honorable Senator 
characterizes as extravagant, as connected with cach other, and 
constituting a whole. 1 shall not enter upon a consideration of 
them now. The most important, and those which the Senate 
chiefly relied on to reduce or to prevent a surplus, were the 
Jand bill, and the bill to reduce the tariff, (and which, if passed, 
will :educe it by two and a half millions.) After a long and 
painful deli? jon and deiate, we brought those bills into a 
shape accepiable to the Senate, and they were adopted and 
passed. They indicated the course of policy approved and 
sanctioned by this body. But here comes an amendment which 
is based upon directly opposite principles: an amendment 
which proceeds upon the assumption that there is to be a sur- 
plus, and that it must be distributed among the States. If this 
isto prevail, both the tariff bill and the land Dill are at once 
superseded. Tt is in vain for gentlemen to blink the question. 
That must be the inevitable consequence. But after we are 
solemnly pledged to the reduction policy, must we at once sur- 
rendey it out of our profound respect for the other branch of 
the Legislature? And we must do this lest we incur the odium 
of aristocracy! The Senator from Kentucky must surely have 
apprehended the spirit of my remark as to the aristocratic 
character of this body. He cannot but have understood me as 
not referring to the character of individuals, but to the genius 
of this branch of the Government, to the character purposely 
given to it by the provisions of the Constiuttion; and Linsist 
that from its structure it does possess this character. I avow 
that as my sentiment; I repeat it openly; and formidable as 
the Senator from Kentucky always is, Iam ready to discuss it 
with him. But this js not the time for such a discussion, J 
should not have said a word but for the pointed reference of 
the honorable gentleman to myseif. Idid hear his remarks, 
and Hstened to them with'profouad atieniion; but, weighty as 
they were, they would have been far more so had they been 
supported by his own example, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN followed in some remarks, the intro- 
duetory portion of which could not be heard by the reporter. 
He expressed strong surprise that gentlemen who had voted 
for the distribution bilLof the last session should declare that 
they could see no analogy between that Jaw and the present 
amendment. Not only was there the most. perfect analogy 
between the two, but a perfect identity. The bill of the last 
session and the amendment now proposed by the House of 
Representatives were in the very same terms. The subject- 
matter of both was the same, and they differed only as to the 
amount, a difference which involved no principle, but was a 
mere incidental fact, in no way touching the essence of the 
amendment or affecting its character. So far as the question 
of constitutional law was concerned, the two were perfectly 
identical, and all that prevented their identity in all respects 
was the difference in the amount of money which might be in 
the Treasury on the Ist of January next from that which had 
been there on the Ist of January of last year. Could gentle- 
men find in this difference sufficient grcund to change their 
votes? Tfit was right to distribute $38,000,000, why was it not 
right to distribute $10,000,000? The policy which dictated the 
one equally sanctioned the other. The policy of collecting 
revenue for the purpose of distributing it was advocated by 
none; but if a surplus of revenue legitimately collected did 
occur, how ought it to be disposed of? Oughtit to be thrown 
into the deposite -banks to excite the cupidity of these corpo- 
rations and encourage reckless speculations? Or should it 
be thrown back into the hands of the people?’ This was the 
question which had been decided at the last session. Congress 
deteymined in favor of the latter alternative. But because they 

resto e money, 
was itme for Government to indemnify itself by retaining 
$10.000,000.to meet the fancies or the lusts of those in power? 
, But the honorable Senator from Virginia. was reluctant to 
trow an apple of discord into the State Legislatures. ‘The re- 
turn of their own money might be converted into an apple of 
discord by Siate politicians, but to the country at large it 
was the bond of peaceand union Tfow were the States to he 
agitated by a measure which gave peace to the Union? Ought 
the Government, in the excess of its patriotism, magnanimity, 
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and tender mercy, to take the peopie’s money outof their hands 
to relieve them from discord? Should the Government render 
itself unhappy and distracted in its disinterested desire to save 
the people from corruption? The people, it seemed, were to 
be fatally corrupted by handling this money, but the Govern- 
ment might be steeped to the lips in the corrupting stream, and 
stiil remain purer than snow. ‘Tomanage the money would oc- 
casion the Government no embarrassment whatever, but the 
poor s:Hy people were unable to bear so weighty a trust, and to 


-them it would prove but an apple of discord. 


Another reason urged in opposition to the measure was, that 
it would inspire the members of the National Legislature with 
narrow andselfich feelings: cach man would be endeavoring to 
withhol J the appropriations necessary to the general good, from. 
a hope of securing a larger share of surplus for his own State. 
Nothing could be more idle than such an objection. Did not 
gentlemen perceive that the same argument might be ap- 
plied to the ordinary duty of appropriations? Was there not 
the same temptation to withhold the taxes; and might not gentle- 
men as well argue that the General Government could never go 
on, because it would be the interest of the representatives to 
prevent the taxation of their constituents? The argument was 
precisely the same, and if it was a valid argument, it went to 
show thatthe American people were incapable of conducting 
a free republican Government. His friend who had last. ad- 
dressed the Senate appeared to have serious apprehensions lest 
his colleague had repeated what were unpopular opinions, and 
seemed resolved for himself to eschew such a course as the 
greatest of misfortunes, Mr. C. hoped he would never fall un- 
der so heavy a calamity; but unless the people of that gentle- 
man’s State had a distaste for money, which did not belong to 
Mr. C’s constituents, it was possible he might find that he had 
bunseli incurred the same disaster which he had so earnestly 
deprecated in the case of Mr. C’s colleague. For his own part, 
he had not seen a single man in his own quarter of the coun. 
try who atall disapproved of Kentucky taking her share in 
the distributi’ n of the surplus, Yet he had never understood 
that the people of that part of the Unign were distinguished by 
an inordinate regard for money, He did not think that in that 
respect they went very far beyond the people of the North and 
of the Bast, He feared, lest some great change had passed upon 
the character of the gentleman’s constituents, that he would 
find on his return home that they had again relapsed into at least 
a due estimate of the value of money. ` He could not but appre- 
hend that the honorable Senator would find it somewhat: hard 
to persuade them that it was better that millions of the public 
revenue should remain in the Treasury than in their pockets. 
The honorable Senator, however, did hot, he presumed, need 
any of his admonition; he donbted not that he would ke suffi. 
ciently careful of his own popularity. 

Some ofthe States, to he sure, had shown themseives very 
coy in taking their share; but whatever might have been their 
serup! e throes uf their conscience, he believed that ag 
yet not one had retnacd, ant what was mere, they would take 
the seine again and again. whenever it might be deemed neces- 
sary to disencumber the Treasury. 

The Senator from New York (Mr. Wright) had said that it 
was the policy of the coming Administration to have no sur- 
plus. A very proper policy, indeed; and the present amend- 
ment would give to the nation ample security that. such a poli- 
cy should be observed. Give them this security, and then the 
majority would never be found creating a surplus with a view 
to retain and manage it. There were several ways to prevent a 
surpius; one was, not to raise more money than was wanted; 
another method, equaily certain, was to make the expenditure 
come up to the amount of the receipts. Now, the amendment 
proposed would tend to preserve the economy of this Govern- 
ment. If virtue, as has a thousand times been observed, was 
the foundation of Republican Government, then a lavish ex- 
Penditure ef punic money, by corrupting the virtue of the na- 
i cy to undermine public virtue, 
ng the accumulation of an ex- 
‘osal of the Government, would 
vation of virtue, and thereby to 
n every point of view Mr. C. con- 
y as goed. Gentlemen had ex- 
“Hf the experiment of distribu- 

the thing 


travagant s 
contribuie so 
the safety of 
sidered the ¢ 
pressed an ap 
tion should age 
time, becor 
would be fo that end. He 
bad no such apprehensions. It was proposed to distri« 
bute only the superfluous and unnecesssary revenue; arid 
whai better could be done with this, than to give it back to the 
peop He trusied that none cf those who had supported this 
peliey atthe jast session would oppose it now. The actien ot 
the House of Representatives went clearly to show that the 
people approved ofthe measure. So forcible had been the pres- 
sure of public opinien, that it had broken down all party tram. 
meis. Men had revolted from under party discipline, from a 
wholesome fear of their constituents. As faras his knowledge 
extended, the public sentiment ofthe country was allin favor of 
distribution. There could be no goed reason for leaving the 
surplus in the banks. The Exeeutive had told the Senate that 


measures 


it furnished great means for speculation; and so strong had been 


hat, after all, thé majority 
anksand banking. He remem- 
kered wel! when the President, in commencing his attack on the 

United States Bank, held out to the nation the golden prospest 

ofa specie circwaticn It was the cheap purchase of antici- 

pated glory. It rang from Mame to Georgia, and the bank was 

destroyed. The nation hadall been in the most triumphant en- 

tcipauen of those halcyon days which were to fellow; but 

when the time was actually come, and the friendsof the admi- 
nistration were asked for what they had promised, behold, what 

a multitude cfobjections were at once interposed. One wag 

afraid tha! the money would corrupt the people; another that 

its possession would create interminable discord; another dread- 

ed the danger of the example, and predicted that it would 

weaken the Government, and make it a mere collector for the. 
States. "Phus, after qll the promises, and after the first great 

step had been taken, genti men were likely to fall back into the 

old position, to keep fast hold of the money bags; and when the 

people remonstrated, to reply by assuring them that they were 

incapable of managing (heir money; that it would only corrupt 

them; and that their wisest course would be to leave it in the 

pure an incorruptible hands of those who now had the manage" 

ment of it. 
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PUBLIC LANDS. 
REMARKS OF MR. CALHOUN, 


Or Sours CAROLINA. 
(As reported for the National Intelligencer.] 


n Senate, Saturday, February 4, 1837 —The bill reported 
by Mr, Wanker having undergone various modifications, 
and Mr. Wanker having declared that, in the shape to 
which it had been reduced the bill could not receive his sup- 
port, it was about to be rejected; when, in order to give the 
bill one more chance, a motion was made to recommit to the 
Committee on Public Lands, ‘that it might by them be re- 
portel to the Senate in a more acceptable form, On this 
motion 
Mr. CALHOUN adiressed the Senate. I sincerely hope that 

the motion for recommitment will not prevail. The ses. 

son is now far alvance!; buta single month more remains, 
and this bill has already occupied more than its due share of the 
time and attention of the Senate. The discussion which it has 
underg me has shown that there exists in this body a great di- 
versity of opinion, not on the details only, but on the principle 
of the bill. A large portion of the Senate are under the inr- 
pression that nothing ought to be done ; and among the residue 
wno are in favor of some bill, the differences of opinion seem 
to be irrecoacilable. If we recommit the bill, the inevitable 
consequence will be that we shall have a new set of proposi- 
tions to amend it, and a yast deal of time will be wasted in vain 
attempts to reconcile things essentially irreconcilable. . For 
myself, I believe the bill to be radically wrong; and that no 
modifications which it is likely to assume can ever render it 
right. [had intended to say something on the general subject, 
but itis now late, and I forego much of what it was my pur- 
pose to have submitted to the Senate I wil, however, as 
briofiy as possible, throw out one or two leading views in re- 
ard to it, 

E The professed object of this bill is to restrict the sales of the 

public Jand ; to put down speculation, and to prevent the accu- 

mulation of a surplus revenue. Plausible objects, Jadmit, and 
such as sound well to the ear ; but the practical operation of the 
bill which promises them will, as Lappréhend, lead to results 
very different indeed. Somany and sa subtle are the means by 
which those in power are able to fleece the community without 
the peopte themselves being sensible of it, that the contempla- 
tion of itis almost enough to make any lover of his country 
despair. Ihave long been sensible of this; but if I was called 
upon to select an instance which more than others forcibly illus- 
trates the truth of the remark; 1 would refer any one who 
doubted to the present bill. When weclosely examine its pro- 
visions, we shall perceive that, so far from repressing, its effect 
willbe to secur and consummate the most enormous specula- 
_ tiog which has ever beon witnessed on this continent. This 
speriiation has been produced by those in power, and the 
arge profits they hope to realize are to be consummated by 
the passage of this bill. 'fhe chairman of the committee 
himself has told the Senate that a body of the public lands, 
seals in extent than the largest State in the Union. has 
een seized upon by speculators. The Senator from Geor. 
gia (Mr. King) states the amount at from thirty to forty 
millions of dollars. This may be an over-estimate, but at 
the lowest calculation the amount cannot be less than 
twenty‘five millions, What has produced this vast in- 
vestment?.. What has thus suddenly rendered the public 
lands an object of such enormous speculation? What but 
the state of the currency? Our circulating medium has 
nearly doubled within the space of three years. It has increased 
from anaverage of six dollars and a half per hea, to an ave- 
rage of ten dollars. And whathas been the natural and the inevi- 
table effect? The rise in the price of every thing, the price of 
which isnot kept dawn by some lezal provision; the price of 
provisions and of labor has nearly doubied, while the price of 
land has continued fixed by force of law. Is it, then, any thing 
wonderful that land under this restraint should have become an 
object of speculation? There lies the root of the evil. This 
enormous augmentation of the circulating medium has filled 
all the channels of ordinary business to repletion, and the over- 
fi w finds an outlet in speculation. But who have been the au- 
thors of this state of things? Every Senator can answer the 
question. Every body knows that it has been the work of those 
in power. ‘hoy began the experiment in 1833, They were 
distinctly told-what would be the result. They were warned 
that bank capital would increase, and with it the circulation of 
paper money; but in the face of all argument and all warning, 
the experiment went on. The only existing check which had 
power to control the excessive issue of bank paper was put 
dowa. The deposites of the public money were transferred 
from where the laws had put them, and placed in deposite banks 
arbitrarily selected at the will of the Executive. The authors 
of the present state of things are the very men who come here 
and propose to us this bill as aremedy. These two facts should 
be put together, and should be kept together in the mind ofevery 

Senator who will form a right judgment in this matter. The 

removal of the deposites was the first step. We are now come 

to the second step in the process; The men who accomplished 
the first have already profited by it politically, and, if rumor 
speaks true, in other ways also. Does any man here entertain 

a doubt that high officers of Government have used those depo. 

sitories as instruments of speculation in the public lands? Is not 
the fact notorious? Is not one in the immediate neighborhood 
of the Executive among those the most deeply concerned? Wilk 
this be denied? 1s it not well known that several officers in the 
Departments purchased lands tu sell on speculation, with the 
funds officially under their own control? How the same com- 
bination of persons profited politically by the same movement, I 
shall shew hereafter. i Ts 

Assuming, then, what cannot be denied, that the excessive in- 

crease of the circulating medium produced by the experiment 
is shi, cause of these speculations in the public land, and 


assuthing, on the authority of universal rumor, that high func- 
tionanes of the Government have availed themselves of the 
state of things thus produced, Icome now to what is my mam 
proposition, namely, that this bill is calculated to consummate 
these plans or speculation, and that withent this measure, or 
something equivalent to it, they must end in loss, 

{Here some explanation took place between Mr. CALHOUN 
and Mr. WaLxer, as to the statements made by the latter in re- 
ference to the probable effect of the rejection of this bill} 

Well, sir, be it as the honorable chairman states. He says 
now, that if this bill shall not become a law, the purchases of 
the public land will continue to go on as they have dene for 


ee eee foe 


the last year. Admit it, and what must be the consequence? 
Cannot ail men perceive that in this, as in all other cases, over 
supply must operate to reduce the ‘price? The honorable 
chairman tells us that the amount of land required for fair and 
honest settlement, by the progress of the country, is five mil- 
lions of acres annually; and that the amount taken upon spe- 
culation last year was thirty millions. If so, then there is 
already in the hands of the speculators a.six years’ supply. 
Should ail the land offices be closed to-morrow, the amount 
these speculators hold would not be absorbed by the regular 
demands of the country in less than six years. Now, the 
greater part of these large purchases have been made ‘upon 
loans; the interest is running on; and unless the sales shall be 
in proportion, do not ali men see that the accumulation of un- 
productive land upon their hands must infaibly ruin those who 
are engaged in such speculations? Under such circumstasces, 
the help of legislation is the only thing that can relieve them. 
I repeat it. his bili, or something like it, is indispensable. 
Tt puts a finish to the work. The Jand offices being left open, 
and no obstructions being thrown in the way of the purchase 
for settlement, we may suppose that one-half of the five mil- 
liens annually required will be purchased from the Govern- 
ment. There will then remain but two and a half millions to 
take off the thirty millions stock which the speculators already 


hold; and at this rate it must be twelve years betore that stock - 


can be disposed of; and if the stock is to be augmented by new 
and large purchases during the present year, the speculation 
must end in inevitable ruin. The thing is plain; it cannot be 
denied; it admiis of no demonstration. 

What, then, ts resorted to, to prevent this disastrous catastro 
phe? The answer is found in the details of this bill. And I 
entirely concur with the Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. Da- 


- Vis) in pronouncing them most oJious in their character. No 


American citizen is to be left free to purchase a portion of the 
public domain, the property of the whole people of the United 
States, without a license. Yes, before he can buy the land which 
h's own Goverament has offered for sale, he must first take out 

Odious as I hołd all licenses npon the press or li- 


a licence! 
censes upon trade, I hołd this to be fully as obnoxious as either. 
A license to purchase the public lands! {cannot buy myself 
a farm, though I have the money in my pocket, till I pay a 
dollar and a quarter per acre for a license, and then Ido not 
get a title until I have complied with the most onerous cendi- 
tions; and if, after I have paid my money, I see reason to change 
my mind, I cannot Jeave the land without forfeiting all I have 
paid, if E find the situation to be sickly. I cannot remain 
there without risking the lives of iny family; I cannot sell it to 
one more accustomed to the climate, without incurring the 
pain of perjury asa speculator; nor can I remove without for- 
feiting the purchase money. But supposing the settler remains, 
he is required to consummate his tiile, not in a court of law or 
before a judicial oflicer, but before the register and receiver of 
the district. Ido not know how Senators from the new Stat 

ow, that no hi i 


cs 
Heaven shail in. 


Has not the 
doctrine of the spails been openly avowed on this floor? Has it 
not been unblushing}y maintained that the party which obtains 
a political victory hag, asa thing of course, a right to all the of- 
fices of the State, and_to the public money into the bargain, so 
that they may control it entirely for their own benefit? F have 
a right, therefore, to assume. that, as a general thing, these regis- 
ters and receivers will be political partisans. What, then, will 
be the condition ofa large portion of our citizens? Allowing 
the consumption of public lands w be two and a half millions 
ofacres a year, you will have abouta hundred thousand voters, 
the title to whose earthly all willbe in the hands of these regis- 
ing be conceived more 


ters and reccivers. 
Would the license of the 
or dangerous? Sin w 
so monstrous a propo: 
another moment. p t i 

But putting the political effects ofthis bill out of view, let us 
inquire what will be its moral infiuence. The Senator from 
New York (Mr. Wright) told usthat he considered the price of 
public land as already too high, and that he was averse to 
placing it sti higher. Sir, these were his words; but let us 
jook at the face of the bill; its practical effect will be an enor- 
mous increase in the price tobe paid fo: the public domain. T 
put to any man of sound common sense whether he had not 
rather give two dollars an acre at once for his farm, and geta 
good title for l nd without farther difficulty? I would, most 
certainly. Consider the terms on which he must buy: the 
moment he enters his land under this bill, it becomes subject to 
State taxation; but if he brys from the speculators, it wil] not be 
so. The entire mass of land purchased last year, and including 
some of the best parts of the public domain, is now heid for 
sale free of taxation, while land purchased from the Government 
must immediately be taxed. What chance will the United 
States lands have against such a competition? None at all: the 
speculators will have the complete monopoly. ‘This, ther 
a question between the Government and the speculator 
stock is one hundred and twenty millions, theirs is thirty mil- 
Hons; our Jand is ata doilar and a quarter, theirs is not Jess than 
three doliars, and here isa fair competition. But this bill comes 
in and throws the market into the hands of the speculators. In 
any other than these extraordinary times, one would suppose 
that these objections must be fatal to any biil. It is most ob. 
vious that unless you throw restrictions round the purchase of 
land from the United States, the object of the speculators must 
be defeated. , 

But we are asked, what is to be done 
tion? I answer, let it alone, and it will run down of i 
The times will react—ihe present state of things is artificial— 
cannot possibly continue. Speculation, afer it has run its 
course, wil run down, and that with far less injury than will re- 
sult from any attempt to put it down by legi . Hf howey: r, 
you do legislate, there are many expedients besides that pro- 
posed in this bill. In the first place, you may e the price of 
the publiclands. This, to be sure, Wi lconfer a great benefit on 
those who have already purchased; put it will cheek future spe- 
culation. } have, however, no idea that any such measure 
will be resorted to~it would be very unpopular—and the ob- 
ject which gentlemen have in view must be secure! without 
the loss of personal popularity. Then, in the second place, 
you may shut the land offices. This expedient however, 
would be liable to the same objections with the other, for you 
can hit upon none which will not either be inoperative aho. 


ne with all this specula- 


gether, or of great advantage to those who have already par- 
chased. My opinion, in regard to the public lands, has under- 
gone a great change in the course of this debate. F thought 
there was a majority in this Senate-who would resolutely object’ 
to all rash changes in our jand sysiem. I hoped, most confi- 
dently, that New England at least would have stood fast: T 


have been disappointed. “I hoped that the public lands would 


not be drawn into our political contests. But in. this, too, Í 
have been entirely disappointed. “I gee that the era has arrived: 
when our,large capitalisis are in a Tair way to seize upon the: 
whole bady of the -publie lands. This has compelled a great 
change to take place in my mind. I greatly fear that we have 
reached the time when the public domain is lost to the Govern: 
ment for all useful purposes. We may, indeed. receive some 
amount of revenue from it, but it will be accompanied with 
such agitations, and so much trouble and political corruption 
that the gain will not compensate for the evil incurred. 1 have 
made up my mind, ifa farr concession can be male, to concede 
the whole to the new States on some fixed and well considered 
condition. Iam for transferring the whole, on the condition 
that they shall pay us a certain per cent. of the yroceeds, and 
subinit to the necessary limitations as to the mode of bringing 
the lands into the market. ‘The present system of sale not to 
be disturbed for some years, and after that the principle of gra- 
duation to be prudently iniroduced. I havs always felt the 
force of the argument that the new States are not now placed 
upon an equal footing with. the other members of the Confede- 
racy. They are full of our land officers and of public officers 
under yur control; and in regard to the soil within their limits, 
they sustain to usa relation which must ever be productive of 
discontent and agitation. Whether a thing of tbis kind can 
safely be done, Ido not know; but of this Tam fully persuaded, 
that such a measure would be infinitely better than the scheme 
proposed in this bill. ‘Phe Chairman of the Committee on 
the Public Lands has avowed his own earnest belief that the 
evils of the existing state of things are such that even a bill 
like this should be resorted to as a preferable alternative, He 
considers a surplus in the Treasury asa great evil; (and s0 do 
I, too, if it is to be permanent.) And his dread of a surplus is 
so great that it has prevented him from regarding the details of 
this biil as Tam persuaded he would have done, but for the bias 
thus produced. ` 

With these views, T conclude hy expressing my hope thatthe 


bilt will will not be recommitted, but that we shall either reject 
it, or sufer it to sleep by laying it upon the table. 


DISTRIBUTION OF THER 


SURPLUS. 
REMARKS OF MR. ROBERTSON, 


Oy VIRGINIA. 

in the House of Representati rey debruary 21, 1S27-—On Mr. 

Barr’s propysition to distribute the surplus in the Treasury 

on the fst January, 1838. : f 

Mr. ROBERTSON said he was, in general, much opposed 
to the addition of now clauses to an appropriation bill after it 
had been matured by the proper committee, particularly such 
as introduced matters unconnected with the main objects of 
the bill. This mode of legislation often left no alternative but 
to adopt a questionable or improper principle, or reject ap- 
propriations essential to the public service. Bug in the 
present instance, he should overcome his repugnance, and 
vote for the amendment proposed by the gentleman | from 
Tennessee, (Mr. Bell.) That amendment, it was true, in: 
volved a very important principle; but it had undergone a full 
discussion: indeed, 11 had occupied the attention of the coun- 
try for years past, and had received the deliberate considera- 
tian and si ion. He pre- 
sumed, therefore, epared to vote 
upon Tt. 

ilaving formerly expressed my views (said Mr. R ) off the 
propriety of distributing the surplus revenue, I should not now 
have risen to say a word on the subject, but for the remarks of 
of the gentleman from Michigan, (Mr. Crary.) That gente- 
man opposes a distribution, if I understand him correctly, 
upon the ground that his State has contributed more than her 
just proportion towards the revenue, and that any distribua- 
ton, therefore, by the ratio of representa:ion, or of actual 
popujation, would do her great injustice. How is this, sir? 
Upon what principle is it assumed that Michigan has paid 
so much more than her due propertion into the public Trea- 
sury,as tobe unwilling to receive her proportional part of 
the surplus? Are we to understand that the gentleman con- 
siders the price paid by the people of Michigan for the publie 
lands they have purchased as mcney levied in the way of a 
tax? Then, sir, I deny the justice of the pretension. The 
people of the new States have, by no means, been exclusively 
the purchasers of the-public domain lying within their. re- 
spective limits. Ithas been purchased, and is still owned, to 
a considerable extent, by the citizens of the ojd States, New 
York, Virginia, and the rest. But suppose this were nat so: 
Is the ground to be taken that the price of the public lands ig 
to be regarded as a forced contribution to the revenue? Have 
notthe purchasers obtained a full equivalent for what they 
have paid, as much as if they had purchased from. private 
proprietors? Nay, sir, as is s sted near me, bave they 
not, on an average, realized double and treble the amount 
of their investments? Will they surrender their purchases? 
Or will they set up a title both to the land and the money? 
No, sir, Į ain well persuaded no gerileman here will advo. 
cafe so monstrons an injustice. The old States freely gave 
up, for the sake of harmony, a princely territory, upon the 
condition simply of participating, according to ‘a stipulated 
a in the henefitato arise from it. They bave shown in this 
ihat they were capable of a generous sacrifice for the publie 
go But they can never acquiesce in an open and flagrant 
Violation of thelr rights. Nor can their representatives, should 
such an attempt he made, sit here with their arms folded, and 
see those rights wrested from them by force or fraud. It would 


> 


they acquired and hoid possession of that partion atleast of the 
public domain surrounded by the States, We constantly hear 
of schemes to reduce the price below the fair market value; ta 
yield thém up to those who have lawlessly entered upon them; 
to make even an unconditional surrender of them to the States 
within which they te. There is not one of these schemes that 
does not violate the compact under which they are held by thg 


niied Slates: -Let me,siry at least remind you of the terms 
‘of the grant made by the State I have the honor to represent. 

a ter dedicating certain portions for specific objects, among 
‘Others for compensating her revolutionary soldiers, whose va- 
lor had defended them, it explicitly declares that the whole re- 


+ due. shall-constitute a common fund, for the benefit of all the 


8, Virginia inclusive, in proportion to their contributions 
the public expenditure. Upon these terms alone was the 
urrrender made-ang accepted; andso long as the proceeds have 
H Fequired to` meet the puntie exigencies, all the Siates have 


| sing 
‘from the rapid settlement of the new States, and: an inordinate 
ivitof speculation, in connection with the operation of the ta- 

ve poured into. the Treasury a redundant revenue, which 
vost extravagant appropriations have not sufficed to éon- 
Tt was -in this state of things that Congress, during the 


` last session, fek itself imperiously called on to make some dis- 


ti 
and 


position of the immense and accumulating surplus in the Trea- 
sury among the several States. The ratio adopted may not have 
done exact justice to-each; the new States particularly, owing 
to the rapid Increase of their population since the last census, 
have ‘not.received the proportion to which the ratio of federal 
numbers, as prescribed by the Constitution, would perhaps en- 
tile them, But still it was a beneficent measure, check- 
as it.did, the wasteful extravagance of this Government, 
toring to the peuple what justly belonged to them; and 
sôlo gas from the same sources-—-the proceeds of sales of the 
public property,.er the extortions of an. unjust tariff—a 
-Yevenue shall be callec'ed more than adequate to the reasonable 
“wants of the Government, so long will I continue to vote for re- 
storing the surplus to its lawful owners. . | heed not the outery 
{taised about the: corrupting effects of such a measure. The 
Government of the United States is a mere trustee, and the 
“States, so farat least as respects the proceeds of the lands they 
£ are:no more liable to be corrupted from receiving what 
‘iadue to them from the United States, than if ir were due from 
France'or England. - They solicit no favor; they demand. only 
what belongs to them. ‘They insist only upon the performance 
of the trust this Government hay assumed, and which it would 
be coerced to perforin, could the question be brought before 
any impartial judicial trimwal. It would not be endured for a 
‘Moment that this trustee shoull withhold property trom” its 
ighi owners, upon the plea that it. would corrupt them. to 


-è ipective it, There is vastly more danger in leaving the funds 


here, than in distvivwiing them among the States.” There it 
may, and E trast will, be applied tothe mostheneficial purposes, 
“instead of being expended ina partial system of interna! im. 
provement, or; corruptly wasted, used through the banks or 
‘otherwise in political jobs. To my own State, especially. which 


‘this mode of distribution his received so lite from it, [should 


“hope for important bereits, Derained as she is of her popula- 
“tonand wealth by a courant emigration to the Woest, and suf 
‘feting under the infliction ofa protective tuit, the publie lands 
Presentresources which, judiciously managed, may, for many 
: years, reinvigorate her industry, enable her to carry on the 
¡improvements in which she is now extensively embarked, and 
“provide yet more liberally for the education of her youth. So 
ferfrom looking with apprehension at the two or three millions 
poured into her treasury under the act of the lust session, T 
‘should rejoice if from the sales of the public domain, of which 
he: ceded so: large a portion, she could for a century to come 
‘annually receive an equal amount, Whatever may be thought 
of distributing the general revenue, the old States which sur- 


: = vrendered their Janis, none can doubt, have a perfect right to 


‘participate in all ihe advantages resulting from them. They 
eve ceded. by them on the express condition of such partici- 
‘pation, ‘The new States, at least, the recipients of their bounty, 
“who have been admitted by them to partake of this common 
‘glock without contribiedng to it, will he among ihe last, Tshould 
Hope; who will over deny their claint. . Iris on of sheer justice, 
Did Tnot thitk it ss, 1 would not urge k; for it is my pride to 


representa State which would disdain to ask or to accept more 
than herdue.. 


¿+ REMARKS OF MR. ROBERTSON, 
Pa ON THE SAME PROPUSITION. 
Saturday, February 25, 1837. 
“Mr ROBERTSON said he would not be so unreasonable as 
*ta.detain the House at that Jate hour. He rose merely to make 
bia acknowledgments to the gentieman trom New York, (Mr. 
“Vanderpoel,). wlio had: so kindiy undertaken to represent the 
State of Virginia, The gentleman had only followed the ex- 
ample of.the Siue from whence he came, in taking the old 
Commonwealth under: his especial protection; and as one of 
her-representatives, (said Mr. R )1 feel myself bound, with all 
due humility, to acknowledge the favor. Those whom she has 
confided in to represent her, it seems, have mistaken her inte. 
‘est, and their own duty. We have been outwitted, the gen- 
eman tells us: gulled iy a yankee trick into the support of a 
measure whieh will fasten upon our constituents the present 
ruinous tariff. “The northern -gentlemen very consistently urge 
bution of the surplus, in order (says the gentleman from 
W York)-to- revent the success of any plan for reducing 
therevenue and diminishing the high rate of duties, and we of 
the South, who vote withthem are the dupes of their superior 
eunning. Sir, the gentleman himself-ig entided to great credit 
for bis own wonderful acuteness, whicl:enables: him so clearly 
to.see through the designs of these very sagacious pPOiticians: 
aud itis kudin him to apprise us of our danger. I should 
Vike to have heard him assign the reasons why New York, 
some: years past, so much in favor of distributing the surplus, 
issnow so decidedly opposed to it: ~The true reason might 
` perhaps be found to he that, having alwaysa very ‘Jarge’share 
ofthe public funds, she gains more by keeping what she has 
on. But without attempting 


than by coming into a fair divi 


‘enjoyed the benefits contemplated by the deeds of cession. But ` 
for’ some years. past the increased demand for lands, arisi 


has paid so much towards the public revene, and except in. 
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when they have the power at any moment to repealit? Why 
has the scheme of reduction proposed during the present 
session, heen permitted, until this late day, to slumber upon 
tHe table? ` i S N 

Sir, itis because we have no confidence in their professions 
that we are compelled to take the only means left us for redress, 
-by restoring to the people of the South what this cemocratic 
majority continues to exact from them. It is this consideration, 
the conviction that thesurplus revenue, whether derived from 
the sales of the public property or from the operation of an op- 
pressive and constitutional tariff, belongs to the people, and 
would be worse then wasted by being left to the disposal of this 
Government, that induced me to support the proposition last 
year for distributing it. Upon the same principles, until the 
ruling party shall reduce the tariff, or take some effectual 
method for limiting the revenues to the just wants of the Go- 
vernment, I wil] vote for a distribution; I callit a distribution, 
because in truth no one expects a dollar will ever be called 
for by this Government. Only consider, sir, what would have 
been our present condition had the act of the of the lest session 
not been passed. ° We found in the Treasury, on the first day 
of January last, an unexpended balance of about fourteen mil- 
lions remaining of the sums appropriated for the service of the 
last year; about six millions more, it is thought, remained un- 
expended in the safe-keeping of the disbursing officers. We 
distributed among States about thirty-seven millions, making 
altogether; about fifty-seven millions; add to this the estimated 
amount of receiptsinto the Treasury during the current year, 
and you would have had an aggregate sum of ninety or. one 
hundred millions of dollars, perhaps even more, to be disposed 
ofat the presentsession. What, sir, should we have done with 
it? We appropriated last year about twenty millions more 
than could be expended. Should we have been called upon 
still to increase our extravagant and enormous appropriations 
toaccumulate stil larger balances? Yes, sir, and then we 
should haveapplied all that could not be wasted in useless for- 
tifications, splendid custom-houses, high salaries, and corrupt 
jobs of every sort to carry on an unjust system of internal im- 
provements in the northern and western States, from which the 
seuthern people would, as usual, have derived little or no be- 
nefit. Sir, it is true, as the gentleman from New York says, the 
people of the South have been gulled; they have heen pulled 
with promises of retrenchment long enough while suffering 
from the oppressive exactions of this Government, and have at 
length, T (rust, awakened toa proper sense of their rights and of 
their interest. 

A word, sir, in conclusion. on the amendment of the gente- 
man from New York. (Mr, Mann.) before me, proposing a dis- 
tribution among the States on the ratio of their representation 
on this floor, Thad intended to vote for thatamendinent, but 
further reflection has brought me to a different determination. 
Tr does not adopt, any more than the provisions of the depo- 
site act which the n from Tennessee, (Mr. Bell,) has 
preferred, the ratio y bed by the Constiu That ratio, 
the ratio of federal numbers, as it is called, it is inipracticable 
at this time to apply; and though some of the States, particu- 
larly the smaller ones, get under the deposite act more than 
their just proportion, and some consequently less, the standard 
proposed by the gentleman from New York would, Yam inclin- 
ed to think, rather increase than lessen the inequality. The 
bew States at least would be seriously injured by the change; 
and as exact justice cannot be administered to all by either plan, 
Lam willing to adopt that which most nearly approaches it, and 
<hich is likely to give the most general satisfaction. 
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SPEECH OF MR. CALHOON, 


: Or Keyrucky, 
In House of Representatives, February 7, 1837.—On the re- 
soluiion proposing to censure Mr. ADAMS. 

The resolution proposes to censure the member from Massa- 
chusetts, for his conduct in this Touse in‘ reference to a petition 
purporting to be from slaves. It is, therefore, in the first place, 
necessary to inquire what his conduct has beea. 1 will state, 
sir, my understanding of it. The part which that gentleman has 
taken at the last and present session of Congress, in regard io 
the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, ds well 
known to have been most extraordinary. It should be noted 
that at the last session, the gentleman, in a speech which he 
made and published, declared his opinion to be, that Congress 
had not only the power to abolish slavery in this District, but 
that it had the pow zr, under the Constitution, to abolish slavery 
in the States. Tins was the first, and, as far as Mr. C. wag in- 
formed, the only instance in which such a power had been 
claimed for Congress by any person, in any part of this Union. 
‘the consequence of publishing this opinion and claim of. power 
from g person so distinguished, had been to increase to an 
alarming extent the efforts for abolition. And now, sir, we find 
it followed up by the gentleman, and attempted to be acted ou t, 
by receiving a petition from slaves, and, as a member, attempt- 
ing legislative action upon it. 

In regard to tke right of petition, he would say that, in most 
countries, it was invaluable to the subject. It was the only 
mode in. which the subject could reach the throne. But how is 
itin this country, where we have neither a throne nora bject? 
Here, sir, the power is in the hands of tha people. Ours is 2 re- 
presentative Goverment, in which the people most usually 
exert their power at the ballot box: they certainly bave the 
right of petition in its most enlarged sense; they have more: 
they have the right of “instruction;” this right, however, is 
confined to the free white population of the country, in exclu- 
sion to siaves. lt hadalways been so considered under our co- 
lonial existence, under the articles of cénfederation, and under 
the Constitution, from its adoption to the presenttime. The his. 
tory of the colonies may be examined, and no case can be found 
where the right of petition for any purpose was claimed for, or 
attempted to be exercised by, slaves. The Constitution of the 
United States does not alter the rule which had prevailed in re- 
gard to the right of petition: it declares that Congress shall pass 
ho law to abridge it; it exists under the Constitution asit existed 
before, and is not enlarged by that instrament. The ‘Constitu- 
tion of. the United States, so far from weakening the right of the 
owner tohisstaves, does expressly acknowledge that right, by 
making slaves, to a certain extent, the basis of representation 
and of taxatio a f; 

fhe Constitution leaves the question of slavery as a mere do- 
mestic question forthe States. ` Congress has no power over it. 
none whatever: certainly none, so far as the States are concern: 
ed; and, in my judgment, none, so far as the District of Colum- 
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bia is coneerned. My colleague (Mr. Graves) and myself differ 
in regard to the power of Congress (o abolish slavery in this 
District. He has very truly said that very distinguished indivi- 
duals in all parts of the United States concur with him in his 
views upon uis question. I am not, upon this or any other 
question, to be influenced by distinguished names. Tam happy 
to know that I do not stand alone in my views upon this subject 
in Kentucky; so far from it, itis a fact, that the Legislature of 
Kentucky at their last session did, by an almost unanimous vote, 
declare that Congress had no power over the subjectin the Dis. 
trict of Columbia. That Legislature did, moreover, instruct the 
Senators and request the Representatives from that State to op- 
pose all attempts at abolition in this Disttict. Others may do 
as they please; but concurring, as I do most heartily, in the doc- 
trines of the Kentucky reso-uiions, F shall use all my efforts to 
carry them into effect. Without intending, on the present occa 
sion, to discuss at length the reasons upon which I deny the 
power to Congress to abolish slavery in this District, I will beg 
leave to remark, that the relation of representative and constitu- 
ènt does not exist between the people of this Districtand Con- 
gress; we ate not their representatives, and_the rule which ap- 
Plies in the States, that what the people do vhrough their repre- 
sentatives they do by themselves, does not apply here. 1 ac- 
knowledge that the grant of legislative power to Congress over 
the District is in very comprehensive terms. But still, it is to 
be considered that the power in this, as in every other case from 
the beginning of time, has heen conferred for the protection, 
and not for the destruction, of the rights of property. Amongst. 
the most valuable of human rights, is that of being secure in 
property; and itis a perversion of every principle, which in'all 
countries should be held sacred, to use a power designed to pro- 
tect the right of property for its destruction. When the Consti- 
tution was formed, slavery existed in.this District; it was known 
to the Convention, and acknowledged rightfully to exist by the 
Constitution; and I contend boldly, that to use a power intended 
to protect, so as to destroy the thing designed to be protected, 
is a violation of principles sanctioned by all ages, and of more 
force than the Constitution itself. 

But it is contended by my colleague (Mr. Graves) that we 
cannot censure the member from Massachusetts without vio- 
lating that provision of the Constitution which secures'the free- 
dom of debate in this House. Sir, Ido not think so. The free- 
dom of debate is secured to the members of this House in the 
same mater thatthe freedom of speech is secured to the 
citizens of this country: itis a right which may be abused 
in both cases, The tribunals: for punishing an abuse of 
this right are different-the House may punish a mem» 
bor, the courts may fine a citizen. Sir, (said Mr. Cal- 
hoon.) T am as much in favor of preserving the liberty of 
speech to the citizen, and the freedom of debate to the mem- 
hers of this House, as any man, any where; but still, as a judge, 
T would fine a citizen for blasphemy or profane cursing and 
swearing: and, as a representative, I will censure a member 
for acts and words, or for either acts or words, which I believe 
‘culated to lead to inst rrection in the slave States of the 
mion. I take the gentleman’s act of receiving a petition from 
slaves, and officially asking a question of the Speaker, with a 
view to legislative action upon it, coupled with his speech, as 
evidence that he is in correspendence with the slaves of this 
country toan extent which calls for the rebuke and censure of 
this House. I shail therefore vote for the resolution, but I 
shail de so more in pity than: in malice. My course towards 
that gentleman will relieve me from the imputation of tmpre- 
per motives, 
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FREEDOM OF ELECTIONS. 
SPEECH OF MR. GRAVES, 


Or Kewrucky. 
[As reported by the National Intelligencer. ] 
In the House of Representatives, February 1, 1837.—The 


motion submitted by Mr. BELL, for leave to bring in a bill to 
secure the freedom of elections, being under consideration— 


Mr. GRAVES addressed the House as follows: 

Mr. Speaker: The highly distinguished gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. Bell) whom it is my lot to follow, in the speech 
with which he has just favored the House, in support of his 
mation for leave to introduce this bill, has not only shown a 
degree of research and preparation highly creditable to him- 
self, and very edifying to the House, but has displayed a high 
order of ability, to which it is the fortune’ of but few ever to at- 
tain. And I am not unapprized that it ig bad taste for me to 
follow in this. debate, with the crude remarks which I propose 
to submit. Thad not determined to say a single word, until 
just before the honorable gentleman concluded his remarks ; 
and I shall have to rely mamly on the impulse of the moment 
or what I may chance to say. 

k would be premature at this stage of the bill to discuss its 
details. I will not undertake to say they are perfect, or wherein 
they might beamended, at thistime. Ido not stand committed 
for os against any single provision as it now stands, and shall be 
happy to see adopted as many amendments as are calculated 
more perfectly to secure the great objects of the bill. Thisig a 
very important subject, and I grant you it is as delicate as it is 
important; and J hope, at the proper stage, the details of this 
bili will be investigated and scrutinized with all that care and 
attention which the solemn importance of the subject so impe- 
riously demands. Tor the present, I shall only atiempt‘to de- 
monstrate, that the ruinous evils enumerated in the preamble 
of the bill do exist in a degree that threatens the overthrow of 
our free institutions; and briefly to urge upon the House the 
most obvious necessity of immediate gad efficient action upon 
the subject. ` 

Wherever the principles of civil liberty have been well un. 
derstood, this has been thought a subject of the most vital im. 
portance; and the severest penalties have been provided 
against officers of Government bringing to bear any sort of infin- 
ence upon elections. Whenever the right of electing law-makerg 
has been well secured to the citizen, that right has been pro. 
tected and guarded by legislative enactments, so as te render 
the choice of the people at the polls free from all official control. 
For nothing could be a greater absurdity for a Government. to 
guaranty to its citizens the tightto vote in choosing their rulers, 
and countenance the interference ofany power whatever which 
is calculated in any degree to interfere with or infringe upen 
the free exercise of that tight. In Great Britain, the country 
rom which we derive many of our nations of free government, 
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where but ene of the three departments of the law-ma 
is elective, the most effective safeguards are thrown 
citizen at the polis, so as to render him as perfectly free aa it is 
possible to render him. „As early as 1691 that Government was 
seen providing heavy, penalties against oflicers of Government 
auempting to exercise influence in elections. And {he same 
course of legislation has been followed up by Parliament to the 
year 1809, when the fine for such interference was increased to 
£590, and many other disqualification. 
_ In 1801 the attention of Mr. Jefferson was called to this sub- 
ject and ia a letter to Governor McKean he uses the following 
language: “One thing I will say as to the future interference 
with elections, whether of State or General Government, by 
officers of the latter should be deemed cause of removal,. be- 
cause the constitutional remedy hy the elective franchise be- 
comes nothing if it may be smothered by the enormous ; atron- 
age of the Federal Government.” If the patronage of the 
Federal Government was so enormous in 1901, when its annual 
expenses were comparatively small, as to set at naught the 
elective franchise, how great must be the danger now thal the 
annual expenses are between 30,000,000 and $10,000,000, and 
the number of Federal officers multiplied in about the same 
proportion. 

Again, in 1829, the attention of this nation wag called to 
this subject, in the most solemm manner, by General Jack- 
son in his first inaugural address, in which he employs the 
following language: “The recent demonstrations of public 
“sentiment inscribe on the list of Executive duties, in characters 
too 1 gible to be overlooked, the task of reform; which wilt 
require, particularly, the correction of abuses that have 
brought the patronage of the Federal Government into conflict 
with the freedom of elections.” Anterior to this period we had 
had six administrations, embracing a period of just forty years; 
and, from what I understand to be an authentic account, Í 
have learned during that period but seventy four officers 
were turned out of office; of which number nine instances, I 
think, occurred in the alministration which immediately pre- 
ceded that of General Jackson. And although this nation has 
no evidence that-a single one of those seventy-four oilicers 
was turned out for opinion sake, yet General’ Jackson, ap- 
piehending that such might have been the case, and looking 
upon such an exercise of power with all that horror which it 
is calculated so naturally to exeite in the bosom of every pa- 
triot, deemed it his duty to bring the subject before the country 
in this solemn form. ‘This was the precept of President Jack- 
son when first elected; but, incredible to tell, in the first term of 
his administration he hurled from office between nine hundred 
and one thousand officers; and from that time up to this, his 
course upon this subject has been onward, crushing, asit were, 
every thing like the freedom of elections with the one hundred 
thousand officers under his control. He, by the exercise of this 
power, not only makes the officers slaves to his power, but also 
constitutes them so many efficient instruments in his hands 
to bring to bear the fullest extent of their influence upon 
all over whom they can exercise any control, at therisk of bemg 
proscribed and hurled from office. “Sir, to witness the deleteri- 
ous and demoralizing effects of this 
the extreme, and threatens the most disastrous consequences to 
the county: Whether we live in the East, the West. the 
North, or the South, we need only to look around in the vicinity 
of our own residence, and we see daily this influence of federal 
officers brought to bear on the freedom of our elections. In 


ig power 
around the 


every county caucus, or State or national convention, we sce 
the office-hoiders not only the prime movers, but most gene- 


ment is his unceasing party services. r, under the practical 
operation of the present party discipline, the President has not 
only all the office-holders complete slaves to his power, but he 
also controls rather an indirect, but still a very powerful in- 
fluence over all the relations and friends of the office-holder; 
and he exercises, if possible, a still more powerful influence by 
operating upon the hopes of the numberless hungry app! 
for office, outnumbering, by two or three-fold, in all probability, 
the whole number of offices. In Great Britain a number equal 
to one-seventh part ofall the voters in the kingdom held ofice, in 
consequence of which it was seen there thata corrupt and pro 
fligate King, holding the appointments to and removals from 
office in his own hands, might exercise a power over the veie 
of the citizen inconsistent with liberty. To remedy this crying 
evil, every lover of liberty in the kingdom set about the work of 
reform, net by words bur acts, and provided a most effectual 
remedy, which, as was shown by the honorable member from 
Tennessee, at one sweep disiranchised office-holders to the num- 
her of forty thousand, exceeding one-seventh, as E remarked, of 
the entire voting population of the kmgdom. And such were 
the indignant murmurs in Parjiament from all sides, both whigs 
and tories, when Lord North intimated that he could not per- 
ceive the impropriety of a Government officer exercising his 
personal influence in elections, that the distinguished Lord 
could scarcely proceed with his remarks. + 

Sir, I profess myself to be a Jeffersonian democrat; Tam for 
depriving no free white citizen of a vote; Tlook upon it as a 
mos’ sacred prerogative, but Ian not for extending it to slaves, 
for the suffrage of a slave would only bo the reflected will of 
his master.. Extend to such a population this high privilege, 
and you thercby only increase the votes ofthe master to the full 
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number of slaves under his power. At this my democracy re- 
volts; 7 hold that the poorest and humblest peasant at the bal- 
lot Lox should have the same number of votes and the sanie 
power as that of the most potent nabob in the land. The great 
beauty in our system is, that all men have equal privileges, and 
if equally honest should he equally esteemed But unwilling 
as Iam to réstrict the right of suffrage, I unhesitatingly go either 
for making the whole corps of oflicial slaves free, or divest 
them of free suffrage, because it can do them no good, and, 
undor the control of a bad master, may do the country much 

Sir, whether useful legislation shall grow out of this subject 
at this session or not, I for ose am resolved to stir the subject, 
and hackneyed as it may seem, as long as I retain my station 
here, be the consequences. what they may, I will never cease 
my efforts, humble and unavailing as they may prove, umil 
some remedy shall be provided. For unless a chance can be 
wrought from the present state of things, by which one man, 
by the money and patronage of the Government, controls a half 
million of voters, this Government has no charms for me. I may 
have in my nature the elements of a tyrant, but, thank God, not 
ofa slave. Sir, 1am opposed to proscription for opinien’s sake, 
under any aspect in which the subject can be presented, and 
against the slavish principle I swear eternal hatred, and wage 
an interminable war. 

No candid man, unless shamefully ignorant of the history of 
the times, can deny that, in this the only entirely free form of 
government on earth, hundreds of thousands’ of the free born 
citizens are enslaved in the most inexorable bondage by the 
patronage and money of the Government. 

It is the duty of every patriot to stand by his country in this 
hour of trial, and call men and things by their proper names. I 
denounce that man as an enemy to his country and its Consti- 
tution, Jet him be high or low; in or eut of station, who will 
either himself practice, or sanction in others the punishment, by 
means of Government power, of the citizen for voting at the 
polls according to his own free choice. 

Cesar said, give me money, and J will buy men; give me men, 
and I will conquer the world: he verified, to the entire satisfac- 
tion of the world: this declaration. In bis day, when there was 
less light in the world, he bought men with money, and con- 
quered with his men in the bloody field of battle. In our day, 
men are hought with money, and their masters conquer through 
the ballot-bog. This new pass to conquest I am for barring 
against every slave, and throwing open toevery freeman. 

General Jackson, in his veto to the land bill, said “ money is 
yower;” this he declared to the world as his opinion, and F be- 
lieve it is about the only political opinion which he has not 
changed. In this he seems to have an abiding confidence; and 
he has not only given a practical illustration of his belief in this 
opinion, but, in the late canvass for the Presidency, he has cons 
strained all tə admit its truth. 

General Jackson, in his letter to Mr Monroe, upon his eleva- 
tion to the Presidency, said to him: “Now is the time to ex 
minate that monster called party spirit.” Would to God, six, 
that he would now say to, his commanding majority in both 
Houses, exterminate this monster, liberate the hundred thou- 
sand whom executive patronage and power have bound down 
in chains, 

Slavery begets meanness. Who has not beheld, for the last 
eight years, with grief and mortification, the standard of public 
morals lowering its once lofty top, until it is now prostrate in 
the dust? Who has not seen trath, and virtue, and patriot- 
ism, all that is beautiful and lovely in the Jand, sinking, 
decaying, dying, beneath the onward and blighting power of 
proscription? w g g 

It appears from a slip which I cut from a newspaper, which 
purports to present, an official return from all ihs States, that 
a change of five hun 


ber; and, if so, Mr. Van Buren surely did not receive the 
votes of a majority of the free voters of those Sates. And 
can any gentleman scriously coniend that persons holding 
office, and consequently under so much terror of the Execn- 
tive of these United States, were independent voters in the late 
Presidential election? 

I do not deny but that some of the subordinate officers of 
the Government are of the opposition, but I besitate not to give 
itas the result of my deliberate opinion, that ninety-nine out of 
every hundred of the offices worth having are held by friends 
of the administration, unless under peculiar circumstances, 
such as ia some instances I have known, and many I have 
heard of, where the incumbent was required to vote for the 
Government candidate, and allowed the poor privilege of re- 
turning the name of a member of the opposition. There are 
many little cross-road post offices, where the emoluments are 
literally nothing, and where there resides but one family; and 
in such cases, I suppose, an opposition man is occasionally ap- 
pointed to an office. f 

Gentlemen have solemnly asserted on this floor that a m2- 
jority. yea, I think the gentleman fram Indiana (Mr. Lane) said, 
the other day, a large majority, of the office-holders under this 
administration, are opposed to it, and cited. asa proof of the as- 
sertion, that even here, in this District, a large majority of the 
clerks are in the opposition. Sir, I regret to hear such asser- 
ions made here, because I feel myself constrained to assert, in 
my place, that he who ventures such an assertion, says that 
which, in the very nature of the case, it is impossible he could 
know to be true; for I will venture my existence, that nota 
member on this floor knows one-twentieth part of the clerks 
in this city cven by name, much less their politics. If Lassert 
that to be true, of the truth of which, in the nature of the case, I 
could not know, surely F state that which is substantially uu- 
true. Sir, the clerksbips in this District are much sought 
after, for the officers get well paid for all they dosand, without p 
tending to any knowledge on this subject other chan what'] infer 
from that which I have seen and known to exist elsewhere, f 
ventureto say that notone out of twenty, if indeed there be one 
out of the whole number, openty acknowledges he is onposed 
to the adminisiration. J know, sir, in confidential conversations 
with members of the opposition, they sometimes freely unbosom 
themselves, and think as badly, and speak as unsparingly, of 
the men and measvres of the party, as I do, and vet say, not- 
withstanding, they call themselves supporters ofthe adminis- 
tration. Sir, w I speak I know. and so do other members 
ov this floor. No, sir: tell me not that the clerks, here or else- 
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where, in the employment of this Government, even if they dis 
approve and condemn both the men and measures of the ad- 
ministration, dare express it. J know it is not the case: but, 
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upon the other band, they are slaves, and fear to. speak tHe 
truth; and that is not half} their innocent daughters and. wives 
are also afraid to speak out thetruth, This I have wimessed, 
and never before did I behold a spectacle that filled my soul 
with so much disgust and loathing for their oppressors. “The 
tendency of these things is disgraceful to the enlightened age 
in which we live. And, sir, I appeal to your party, who 
have unlimited -power in both branches of this Congress, to ' 
come forward, and give us a remedy for these intolerable 
grievances. F invite you to look back to the history of the 
revolution of parties in all Governments on earth, arid say 
whether you can always expect to keep in the ascendency; 
whether you see nothing in the late Presidential canvass which 
should produce misgivings. Do you not see, with all of Gen- 
Jacksons unrivalled popularity, and the $40,090,000 of surplus 
revenue, you were unable to carry for My. Van Buren a majo- 
rity of the votes actually cast; and that your success is attri- 
butable more to the weakness of their adversaries, growing out 
of division among themselves, than to yourown strength? Now 
that you must soon part with these two mainstays of your 
party, Jackson and the money, had you not better agree on 
terms before another contest? 

Mr. Speaker, L think I fully understand the confident, ardent, 
and perhaps the toosanguine charactor of my own organization. 
Bat, after making all die allowance for it, I feel the most en- 
couraging confidence that all is not yet gone, but that the eles 
ments of a successful resistance are yet. in fail and vigorous ex- 
istence in this country; that it reeqnires the happening of no fu- 
ture event, out of which new parties are to be formed, before 
successful resistance can be mace. What proof need I adduce 
in support. of this opinion, other than the result of the late pre- 
sidential election, and the circumstances attending i} True, 
there exist some diilerences on subordinate points in the great 
whig party who opposed Mr. Van Buren; but these dif- 
ferences are mainly upon gone-by and now settled quès- 
And but one principle in the Jate canvass animated’ 
that party; it was that whig spirit which stood up for our free 
Constitution, in opposition to the ruthless march of spoils and of 
party. We were divided in opinion, sir, in different portions of 
the Union, as to the mast available opposition candidate upon 
whom to unite; the consequence was, a want of that inspiring 
confidence of success, whichis ever indispensable to bring the 
voters to the polls. The people, however, seeing no possible 
chance to elect, at the polls, either of (he opposition candidates; 
attended the elections barely as a sort of homage to the Cansti- 
tution; many thousands, however, failed to come out through 
despondency. Notwithstanding all these disadvantages, Mr. 
Van Buren failed to receive, by several thousand, a majority 
of the votesactually given. Jf then, cir, will all the populari- 
ty of General Jac ul the patronaze of this Government, 
growing ont of apprepriations, run up last year, in my opis 
tion speriäcally in reference to the then pending presidential . 
election, to exceeding ¢35,000,000, chree-fold as much the 
average annual appropriations of any previous administration 
in time of peace, together with $40,000,000 of surplus reve- 
nue, with which to buy up the influence of all the venal banks | 
in the country, Mr. Van Buren failed to get a majority of the 
votes cast, Lask every candid mind, does it not speak volumes 
for the purity of the people; and is it not conclusive proof to the 
opposition that the elements of a successful resistance to the 
principles of spoils and plunder are with us; that we should 
waitfor the happening of no future event, out of which new 
parties are to be formed, but fighton! Lut the watch-word with 
every patriot be victory or death. 7 g 

Friends of the opposition, if, in selceting a candidate under 
whose banner we are to rally in future, there be an unworthy 
member among us, whose aitachment to any particular man, 
or whose personal views will cause him to stand cui against 
i nes, let hiny retire from our 


ranks, and take 
congenial with 
ranks of thos 


through tt huition of seventy-six. He 
20 fighis ior ale: hy motive is not entitled 
i x. Whether in great political struggles, 
or on the bloody battle-field, oppre cannot compete with 
equal numbers of the oppr Sit, the slaves of a tyrants 
power were taught by the oppressed, on the field.of San Jacin- 
to, the folly of attempting to subjugate those whose hearts were 
imbued with the principles of freien; and I now warn the 
advocates of party and spoils to profit by the example. 

Under the fullest cor. viction of the utter indefensibiity of pro- 
scription, the most despicable of all political heresies, gent 
men of the administration attempt to justify themselves, not 
upon principle, by alleging that the opposition, ifin their sitva. 
tion, would aet as they do, This, sir, I humbly trast would 
never be the case, but, if it were, surely it would not render 
right that which is in and of itself so utterly wrong. 

Sir, J admit that in some ofthe State Governments, where the 
opponents of this administration have gained the ascendency, 
they have, to some partial extent, turned out of office their po- 
Hueal opponents, This, sir, I admit have been wrong in 
them, and I never will attempt to justify it, whether practised 
by friends or enemies. If. however, any measure which in 
itself is wrong could p i surely there is the 
best sort of apology fo in those States where 
> have been ground into the 
dust by fedvral_ poser, and been swept en masse from every 
office ‘of the Federal Government. It seems to be a natural 
bapulse of our na'ion when stricken to strike hack, when op- 
pressed to resist oppression; and when it is conducted upon the 
principles of “spoils and plunder” rhe savage mncde of warfare, 
where neither sex, nor condition is red, jt uld be 
more than bumav, Whe pressed to the last extreme e pera- 
tion, not to carry the war into tbe territory of enemy, and 
even to use, in a it of revenge upon the oppri ors, their 
own s age weapons: and as wrong as ihis may scenrin our 
judgment upon principie, so longas frail human nature remains 
what it is, it will to some extent be cbserved. are . 

But, sir, such policy im at war with every principie of the 
Constitution, and no true-hearted Whig, who understands the ` 

j , wilever approve this correct rule 
Tsay Whig. | mear ay min to what- 
on he may belong, whosiands up for the coun- 
rinciples of ovr Consti against the lawless 
ch this administration is cominittiug apen all the 


wid most vital principles of free government: und he 
vnwerthy of 


ever 
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dis siatien,and should take his stand in the ranks of those 
hose hearts are more congenial with bis own. 

»-There is nocan office holder in this Government toward 
‘wiiom J have one unkind feeling, and L regret that public duty 
réquires of we to allude to the case of any individual; particu- 
Jarly in may own region of country. As thissubject has been 
untarily obtruded upon the notice of the House by those 
o-have;in. debate here, assumed to take upon themseives 
defence of this administration, 1, as a representative of the 


hen opposed to my convictions of duty 


iis administration have “been conferred on the most irre- 
sponsible. characters, over the heads of the best citizens. 
nimy. own district, the office of postmaster. was con- 
ed upon an-individual.who, though he had lived in the 
Anty for twelve or fifteen years, where he has from eight 
üńdred toa thousand political friends, could not procurea 
singlé individual who would go his security for paying over to 
the Government.the proceeds of the office. Six, he had been no- 
toriously and utterly insoivent for the last ten years, and yet 
‘he held the office tor “about six enonths;and at last, when he 
could ‘not -procure security, and was apprized he could not 
‘longer keep it without security, he very civilly did what every 
“Man that Lever heard speak of the subject presicted he would 
do when: dismissed. He kept whatever had not been drawn 
out-of his’ hands, which the Postmaster General informed me 
An an official communication but the other day. The sum was 
small; it amounted but tozighty-six dollars and ninety cents. 
‘his is truly a very inconsiderablé amount, but it answers to 
-Alustrate the degrading tendency of the policy of this admi- 
Unistration. In another instance the office of postmaster ina 
very respéctable village was conferred ona man that had not 
credit to:hire a horse to ride to his wedding, and was compelled 
` tO make the tip on foot, Sir, under such policy as has cha- 
sFadterized this ‘administration, corruptions as naturally grow 
as: does vegetation spring forth in the spring. ‘They impe- 
ridusly demand some reinedy. 
; The most extravagant and high-wrought eulogies have been 
poured forth by gentlemen upon this floor on General Jackson 
and his adminietration; and in a tone approaching defiance, we 
; are told, with al! the solemnity for which the style of the vene- 
‘Yable geatleman from Louisiana isso remarkable, that General 
: Jackan is not surpassed by Washington in the field; and 
Jefferson in the cabinet. He. said, Wo be to that man 
Whose, name shall be found on the page of his country’s 
“history “as the accuser of Andrew Jackson! Sir, it was 
not my pleasure that this subject should have been brought 
Jp apon this acgasion; bul, as it bas been brought De- 
fore; the country, I am not. the man to shrink fram the 
“Responsibility.of speaking what I think isthe uth of any man; 
Sandysir, with a ful knowledge of te import of what I am 
about to utter, and with the greatest possible dehiberauon, I 
say, that, if 1 were vain enough to suppose my name would 
BYE Ue haned downto posterity as the friend and defender of 
. the liberties of my country, tharo is no page ofhistory which I 
‘should so much desire to occupy as that of pronouncing upon 
this floor, as an American Congressman, in the noontide of 
General Jackson's aministrution, that he has done more, in 
the short space of eight years,to lower the standard of public 
morals, to corrupt the source of all legitimate power, and sub- 
‘vert the. principtes of civilliberty, without the spiling of blood, 
than any one man who has ever lived. 
Pas Sir, this Government is, to every practical purpose, thorough. 
“Ty-revolutionized. Al power is in the Executive department. 
We have nothing but the forms of a free government lefi. But 
1 feel encouraged, from the late Presidential election, to believe 
there is virtue «nd intelligence enough in the people to reinvi- 
vgorate with new Hihat skeleton of the only ‘ree form of go- 
. Vernimient on earth. : 

Twill not, fora moment allow myselfto doubt that all is yet 
safe, if we buvemulate the example of our fathers. who Dbe- 
queathed to. us, atthe price of much blood, this onr beloved 
form of government. 

‘There is no one cause which will more certainly produce its 
Specific effect, than that the proscripuve policy of this adminis- 
tration, the tarning out of office the incumbent lor daring to vote 
according to his own free will, the punishment of the citizen for 
opinion’s sake, unless arrested, ‘must soon render this (he cor- 
ruptest Government on earth. Human nature is the same. all 
over the earth, and ia subject to be acted upon by the same 
causes, whether in a free or despotic government. You wiil 
find mostof vice and corruption where thére is most induce- 
{Rent to: lead to. crime, and least to deter from its commission. 
And levit not. be supposed, because we have the only truly free 
and republican. form. of government on earth, that our citizens 
are incorruptible. Once establish it as the constitutional doc- 
trine thavyour President has the power to remove for opinion’s 
sake, and. let publie sentiment sanction it, and then give him 

“what General Jackson iad in the late Presidestial canvass, one 
hundred thousand offices athisdisposal, with thirty odd millions 
of appropriations to expend, and torty millions of surplus reye- 
nue: in his hands, and if he do not dictate and appoint his suc- 
‘Seesor, it will he because he is a Washington, and not a Jack- 

| gon. Thank Gad these principles are not yet sanctioned vy the 

“people ofthese United Siates; but whenever they are, T now 
“protlaim-it, that, believing such a Government not worth pre- 

serving, twill be for revolution; yes, sir, a revolution, purified 
by the blood of every traitor who dares to mention such ruinous, 
damning principles. oY 
~ Sir, it has been said here, on this floor, that General Jackson 
should have swepttrom office every opponent. This doctrine 
for a while was too chilling for this meridian, I: first made its 
appearance ata distance, in a northern clime, an ominous re- 
gion, 1 fear: it wasthrown out asa feeler, first, I believe, in the 
Stale from which the President-electcomes, Now, sir, we find 
itad-ovated in evcry section of the country, and acted upon as 
the governing rule of this administration. It is not the doctrine 
of the Constitution; and no man, it seems to me, Can believe it 
ise Go, str, to the fram the authors of the Constitution. Go 
to that great man, Jefferson, who draughied your Constitution, 

© and what do you learn? Without one exception, the language 
of all who have spoken upon the subject pronounces this to be 
an unconsitudonal power; that he who, as President, would 
dare to practise it, should be impeached and hurled from office. 
Shall. Linsuit the understanding of this House by sping to 
‘prove that every man shouid be as free and as unres ned in 

-the natural bent of hie tuclnations at the ballot-box, as the water 
thai flows along thedownwardcurrent. Onceé sctile it that your 

¿Presiden has the constitutional power, and that. public. senti- 

“aMentisrnctions its exercise to hurl from office every incumbent 
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eople, do. no not feel. at liberty to consult my inctinations ` 
In Kertacky . 
e are Witances where appointments to office under. 


Who votes against the Government candidate, and you not only 
make slaves, in the mode already pointed out, cf one-fourth of 
your voters, but you will have atrayed under the control of one 
mana will, a mighty host to war against the bulwarks of public 
iberty. 

it te President does not derive from the Constitution the 
power to turn out officers on political grounds, from whence 
dces he drive this most alarming prerogative to take the money 
of the people, entrusted to him as a public servant, solely to 
promote the public good, to gratify his own personal malignity 
in the punishment ofan enemy, or to gratify his private and 
individual attachments to a political favorite who has won his 
favor by fawning, flattering, and lying? Sir, he derives itfrom 
the same source that the outlaws of every nation derive the pre- 
rogative of committing piracy on the high seas; the same 
source from whencethe highway robbery derives the preroga: 
tive to demand of the traveller his purse under the penalty of 
death, the same source from which J, as the employed agent of 
a company that had entrusted me with $30,000,000, to be laid 
out and expended by me in a specfiic. way, for their benefit 
would derive the prerogative to use their nřeans as an engine to 
oppress a personal enemy, or to divide it among my friends or 


children, which is simply the possession of the physical power, | 


the brute force. 

Just as well might Genera! Jackson march the regular army, 
ef which he is, by virtue of his station, commander-in- 
chief, to the doors of this Capitol, and demand the head ofevery 
member or Senator who has dared to speak the truth of him, as 
to wreak his vengeance, or that of some unprincipled subal- 
tern, upon the helpless officer, by hurling him from hisstation, 
for daring to discharge his constitutional rightat the polls, Yes, 
a thousand times better wouldit be for the country; for, in the 
one case, the people would see and understand the object of the 
movement, aid would fly to the rescue, and deal out summary 
vengeance of such a bloody-tursty despot; whilst,in the other 
case, the same object is attained by the concentration of all 
power in the hands of one man, but in a secret, sly, and 
insinuating mode, which itseems the acuteness of the public 
vision has not yet.so clearly discerned 

If the King’ of England or France were’ thus openly to re- 
quire that every office-holder, under the penalty of dismissal 
from office, should vote in elections of members to Parliament, 
or Chamber of Deputies, for the candidate of his office, it would 
produce an instantaneous convulsion; and nothing short of the 
head of the King would pay the penalty. Sir, even in those 
kingly governments, their Jaws and Constitution guard most. 
sedulously the freedom of the elective franchise. Here the of: 
ficer is turned ont who fails to the fullest extent of his influ- 
ence in favor of the Government candidate. 


Or Sourn CAROLINA. 

On the correspondence of our Government with{that of Great 
Britain, in relation to the case of tlie Brigs Comet, Encomium, 
and Enterprise. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that it would be remembered that on his 
motion a resolution was adopted, requesting the President. to 
communicate to the Senate the correspondence between this 
Government and that of Great Britain, in_ relation to the case 
of the brigs Encomium and Enterprise. , He hoidin his hand 
the messageef the President in answer to the resolution, from 
which he found that there was another case, (that of the Comet,) 
of a similar character, of which he was not aware when he 
made his motion, and which occurred as far back as 1832. He 
had read with care the, correspondence, but he must say, with 
very linjes stion. ft wasallon one side. Our Executive 
has been knocking, (no, that is too strong a term,) tapping 
gently at the door of the British Secretary, to obtain justice 
ior these five years, without receiving an answer, and this in 
the plainest case imaginable. It was not his intention to cen- 
sure those who had been intrusted with the correspondence 
on our part. They had written enough, and more than enough; 
bat truth compelled him to say the tone was not high enough, 
considering the injustice to our citizens, and the outrage on 
the fag and konor of the Union. His remarks were intended 
more especially for the latter partof the correspondence, afier 
the long delay without an answer from the British Govern- 
ment. “At first, in so plaipa case, little more could be thought 
necessary than a plain statementof the facts, which was given 
in avery clear and satisfactory manner in the letter of the 
President elect in the case of the Comet. 

Without repeating what he said on the introduction of the 
resolution, be would remind the Senate of the facts of the 
case in the briefest manner possible. . 

The three brigs were engaged in the coasting trade, and among 
other passengers, had slaves on board, belonging to our citizens, 
who were sending them to the Southwestern States with a view 
to settlement. The Enterprise was forced by stress of weather 
into Port Familton, Bermuda, where the slaves on board were 
forcibly seized and detained by the local authorities The other 
two were wrecked on the Keys belonging to the Bahama Islands, 
and the passengers and crew taken by wreckers, contrary to 
their wishes, into Nassau, New Providence, where the slaves 
shared the same fate as at Bermuda. 

These were the essential facts of the case. 
to argue the questions that grew outof them. There was, in- 
deed, Jittle or no ground for argument. Noone in the least con- 
yersant with the laws of nations can doubt that these vessels 
were as much under the pretection_of our flag, while on their 
voyage, proceeding from one port of the Us ta another, as if 
they were in port, lying at the wharves, within our acknowledged 
jurisdiction. Nor is it less clear thar, forced. as the Enterprise 
was by stress of weather, and taken, under the circumstances 
that the passengers and crews of the other two were, into the 
British dominions, they lost none of the rights which belenged 
to them while on their voyage on the ocean. So far otherwise, 
so fay from losing the protection which our flag gave them 
while on the ecean, they had superadded, by their misfortunes, 
the additional rights which the Jaws of humanity extend to the 
unfortunate m their situation, and which. are regarded by al] 
civilized nations as sacred. lt follows, as a necessary conse- 
quence, that the municipal laws of the place could noi divest 
the owners of the property which, as ciiizens of the United 
States, they had in the slaves who were passengers in the ves- 
sels; and yet, as clear as is this condlusion, they were forcibly 
seized and detained by the local authorities of the islands, and 
the Government of Great Britain, after five years’ negotiation, 
has not oily. withheld redress, but has-not even deigned to an- 


He did not intend 
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swer the often-repeated applications cf our Government for 
redress. Weare thus left by its silence to conjecture the rea- 
son for so extraordinary a course. 

On casting his eyes over the whole subject, he could-fix on 
but one that had the Jeast plausibility, and that resting on a 
principle which it was scarcely credible that a Government só 
intelligent could assume: he meant the principle that there 
could not be property in persons. Ic was not for him to object 
that Great Britain, or any othe: country, should assume that or 
any other principle it might think proper, as applicable to its 
subjects, but he must protest against the right to adopt it ag 
applicable to our country or citizens. It would strike at the 
independence of our country, and would not be less insulting 
than outrageous, while it would illbecome a nation that was the 
greatest slaveholder of any on earth, notwithstanding all cant 
about emancipation, to apply such a principle in her intercourse 
with others. It is time to speak out boldly on this subject, and 
to expose freely the folly and hypocrisy of those who accuse 
others of what, if there be guilt, they are more guilty them- 
selves, 

Ours is not the only mode in which man may have domi- 
nion over man. ‘The principle which would abrogate the pro- 
perty of our citizens in their slaves would equally abrogate the 
dominion of Great Britain over the subject nations under her 
control. If one individual can have no property in another, 
how can one nation, which 1s but an aggregate of individuals, 
have dominion, which involves the highest right of property, 
over another? If man has, by nature, the right of self-go- 
vernment, have not nations, on the same principle, an equal 
righ? Andifthe former forbids one individual from having 
property in another individual, does not the other equally forbid 
une nation holding dominion over another? ow inconsistent 
would it be in Great Britain to withhold redress for injustice to 
our citizens committed in the West Indies, on the ground that 
persons could not be property, while in the East Indies she exer- 
cises unlimited dominion over more than a hundred millions of 
human beings, whose labor she controls as effectually as our 
citizens do that of their slaves? Itis not to be credited that she 
will venture to assume, in her ‘elation with us, a principle so 
utterly indefensible, and which could not but expose her to im- 
putations which would make her sincerity questionable. This 
ehe must sec, and to the fact that she does he attributed her 
long and obstinate silence. 

But it may he asked, why, then, does she not make repara. 
tion at once in sy clear a case? why not restore the slaves, or 
make ample compensation to their owners? Te could imagine 
but one motive. She had among her subjects many whose fa: 
natical feelings on this subject she was unwilling to offend; but 
while respecting the feelings of her subjects, blind and misdi- 
rected as they are, she cught not to forget that our Government 
is also bound to respect the feclings of its citizens. Let her re- 
member that, ifto respect the rights’ which our citizens have 
over theirslaves be ofensive to any portion of Lersubjects, how 
much more so would it be to our citizens for our Government to 
acquiesce in her refusal to respect our right to establish the re- 
la‘ion which one portion of our population shall have to ano- 
ther, and how unreasonable it would be for her to expect that 
our Government should be more indifferent to the feelings of its 
citizens than hers to any portion of her subjects. He, withevery 
lover of his country on beth sides, desired sincerely to see the 
peace and harmony of the two countries preserved; but he held 
thatthe only condition oa which they could possibly be pre- 
served was that of perfect equality, anda mutual respect for 
their respective institutions; and he eould not but see thata per- 
severance in withholding redress in these cases must, in the 
end, disturb the friendly relations which now so happily exist 
between the two countries. 

He hoped, on resuming the correspondence, our Government 
would press the claim for redress in a manner far more earnest 
and beceming the importance of the subject than it has here- 
tofore done. Tt seemed to him that a vast deal too much had 
been said about the decision of the courts and the acts of the 
British Government than ought to have been. ‘They have lit- 
tle or nothing to do with the case, and can hav» no force what- 
ever against the grounds on which our claims for justice stand. 
However binding on ‘their own subjects, or foreizners volunta- 
vily entering her dominions, they can have no binding effect 
whatever, where misfortune, such as in these cases, placed our 
citizens within her jurisdiction. 

If they be properly presented, and pressed on the attention 
of the British Government, he could not doubt but that speedy 
and ample justice would be done. Jt could not be withheld 
but by an open refusal to do justice, which he could not antici» 
pate. As to himself, he should feel hound, as one of the repre- 
sentatives from the slaveholding States, which had a peculiar 
and deep interest in the question, to bring this- case annually 
before Congress, so long as he held a seat on this floor, if redress 
shall be so long withheld. i 


REDUCTION OF THE REVENUE. 
DEBATE IN THE SENATE. 


fAs reporied in the National Intelligencer. ] 


In Senate, Wednesday, December 21.—-Mr. CaLuovs, of 
South Carolina, agreebly to notice, asked and obtained 
leave to introduce the following bill: ; 

A BILL to extend the provisions of certain sections therein 
named of the ast of the 23d June, 1836, regulating the depo- 
sites of the money that may be in the Treasury on the'lst 
January, 1838. 

Be it enacted, §e. That the money which shall be in the 
Treasury of the United States on the first day of January, 1838, 
reserving the sum of five millions of dollars, shall be depusited 
with the several States, on the terms and according to the pro- 
visions of the 13th, 14th, and 15th sections of the act to regulate 
the deposites of the public money, approved the 23d day of 
Tune, 1836. 

Mr. CALHOUN, in intreducing the bill, observed that he 
had not asked leave to introduce this biil without satisfying him- 
self that there would be a large surplus of the public revenue 
remaining in the Treasury at ihe termination of the next year, 
after allowing fox. very liberai appropriations on-all proper 
subjects of expenditare. From the calculations he had made, 
he was convinced that the amount of this surplus would not 
fall short of eight millions of dollars. 

He was fully aware that the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
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the report submitted by that officer to Congres 
very different view, yet Mr. C. thought he hazarded little when 
he said that on this subject the Secretary was certainly mis- 
taken. He knew, indeed, that formerly such an assertion 
from a member of Congress, in relation to the highest fiscal 
officer of the Government, would have been deemed adven- 
turous; but so vague, so uncertain, so conjectural, and so very 
erroneous, had been the reports from that Department, for two 
or three years last past, that he could not be considered as risk- 
ing much in taking such a position. That in this remark he 
did no injustice to the Secretary of the Treasury, Goward whom 
he cherished no personal -hostility or unkind feeling whaiso- 
ever,) he would take the liberty ef p: esenung to the Senate the 
estimates made by that officer for the present yeir,in December 
last, aad comparing with it the actual result, as now ascertained 
from the Secretary's own report, made the present season. 
His estimate of the receipts from all sources, including the 
public lands and every other branch of the revenue, amounted 
to $19,750,0 0, whereas the report stated those receipts to have 
amounted to $47,691,898, presenting a difference in the esti- 
mate, for a single year, of $27,941,898. Tins the excess of the 
actual receipts had exceeded the estimate by more than one- 
third of the whole amount-of the estimate. Each of the great 
branches of revenue, the customs and the public lands, exceeded 
the estimate by millions of dollars, 

Again: the Secretary had estimated the balance at the end 
of the year, then within four weeks of its termination, at 
$18,047,598, whereas the report showed that the balance actually 
amounted to $26,749,803, being an error of $8,702,230 for that 
short period. How these erros arose, wheth r from negli- 
gence or inattention, or whether they were made purposely to 
subserve certain political views, it was not for him to say; but 
they were sufficient to show that he ran no very formidable 
hazard in venturing to say that the views of the Secretary, in 
respect to what was yet future, might be erroneous. 

But further: the Secretary, in his report last year, had esti- 
mated the available means of the Treasury for the current 

ear at $37,797,598; they were now ascertained to have’ been 
$74,441,701, exhibiting the smallerror of $46,644,104. We might 
search the fiscal records of all civilized nations, and would not 
find, in the compass of history, an error so monstrous. He 
stated this with no feelings of ill will toward the Secretary, but 
with emotions of shame and mortification for the honor of the 
country, How must errors like these appear in the eyes of 
foreign nations?,. How would they look to posterity? 

But he was not yet done. The Secretary estimates the ex- 
penditure of the year at $23,103,444, whereas they turned out to 
be $31,435,032, making a difference of $8,331,583. He estimates 
the balance in the Treasury at the end ofthis year at $14,500,090. 
‘He now admits that it will,equal $43,003,969, making an 
error of $28,505,669, and this notwithstanding he had made aa 
under estimate of the expenditure of more than cight millions, 
which, if added as it ought to be, would make a mistake of 
nary thirty-seven millions. 

The Sccretary, however, had profited by the errors of last 
year. The estimates in the present report were somewhat 
nearer to the truth, but were still far removed from it. And, 
indeed, so small was the amount ia which he had profited, that 
he had risked an opinion that the expenditure would exceed 
the income, so that, ofthe sum which had heen deposited with 
the States, a portion, amounting to between two and three mil- 
lions, would have to be refunded. The Secretary held out lan- 
guage ofthis kind when he acknowledges that the income of the 
year would be $24,000,000. Mr. C. said he would be glad to 
see the administration, with such an income, venture to call 
upon the States to pay back the moneys they had received. No 
administration would venture the call, except in the case of a 
foreign war, in which case these deposites would prove a time- 
ly and precious resource. With proper ma ment, they 
would enable the Government to avoid the neess 
commencement of a war, of resorting to war taxes aud loans, 
All those gentlemen, and he saw several of them around him 
who were here at the commencement of the last war, wouk 
well remember the difficulty aid embarrassment which at- 
tended the operation of raising the revenue froma peace toa 
war establishment, 

Assuming, then, that. there would bea surplus, the question 
presented itselfas to what should be done with it. That ques 
tion Mr. C. would not now attempt to argue. The discussion. 
of it at this time would be premature and out of place. He pro- 
posed to himself a more limited object, which was to state the 
points connected with this subject, which he considered as 
established; and to point out what was the real issue at pre- 
sent. One point was perfectly established by the proceedings 
of the last session—that, when there was an unavoidable sur 
plus, it ought not to be lettin the Treasury, or in the deposite 
banks, but should be deposited with the States. It was not 
only the most safe, but the most just, that the States should 
have the use of the money in preference to the banks. This, 
in fact, was the great and leading principle which lay at the 
foundation of the act of last session—an act that would for ever 
distinguish the 24th Congress—-an act which will go down with 
honor to posterity, as it had obtained the aimost unanimous ap- 
probation of the present day. The passage had inspired the 
country with new hopes. It had been beheld abroad as a mat- 
ter of wonder; a phenomenon in the fis-al world; such as could 
have sprung out of uo institutions but curs; and which went, 
in a powerful and impressive manner, to illustrate the genius 
of our Government. 

He considered it no Jess fully established that there ought to 
be no surplus, if it could be avoided. The mo belonged to 
those whe made it, and Government had no right to exact it 
unless necessary. What, then, was the true question at issue? 
It was this: Can you reduce the revenue to the wants of the 
peoplel—he meant in a large politcal sense. Could the re- 
duction be made without an inj 
tervail the beneti? The President thought it could he done: 
and Mr. C, hoped he was correct in that opinion. If it be 
practicable, then, beyond all question, it was the proper and 
natural course to be adopted. It was under this impressioz 
that he had moved to refer this part of the President’s messag 
to the Committee on Finance. He not only considered that as 
the appropriate committee; but there were other reasons 
governed him in making the reference. A majority or that 
committee were known: to be le to the osite DI, and 
would, therefore, do all in their power io avoid the possibility 
of having a surplus. If then, that committee could not effect 
a reduction, then it wight be safely assumed as impracticable. 
If they could agree on a reduction, the Senate no doubt weuld 
readily concur with them. . : 

There was one point on which the commitice need have no 
apprehension, that any reduction they might propose to make 
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would be considered by the South as.a breach of the compro- 
mise act. Her interest in that act is not against the reduction, 
but the increase ofduties. Ifit be the pleasure of other sections 
to reduce, she will certainly not complain. 

Mr. C. said he would take this eccasion to define with exact 
nese the position he occupied in regard to the compromise, 
He stood, personally, without pledge or plighted faith, as far 

ut He clearly foresaw, at the time 
that bill passed, that there would be a surplus of revenue in 
the Treasury. Ye knew that result to be unavoidable, unless 
by a reduction so sudden as to overthrow our manufacturing 
establishments—a catastrophe which he sincerely desired’ to 
avoid. Whatever might be thought to the contrary, he had 
always been the friend of those establishments. He thought at 
the time that the reduction provided for in the bill had notbeen 
made to. take place as fast as it might have been. But the 
terms of the bill formed the only ground on which the op- 
posing interests could agree, and he, as representing in part 
one of the Southern States, had accepted it, believing it, on 
the whole, to be the best arrangement which .could be ef. 
fected; yet he saw (it did not, indeed, require much of a pro- 
phetic spirit) that there were those wha were then ready to col- 
lect the tariff at the point of the bayonet, rather than yield an 
iach, who, when the injurious effects of the surplus should be 
felt, would throw the responsibility on those who supported the 
bill, Seeing this, Mr. C. had determined that it should not be 
thrown upon him. He had therefore risen in his place, and, 
afier calling on the stenographers to note his words, he had 
declared that he voted for that bill in the same manner, and no 
other, than he did for all other bills, and that'he held himself 
no further personally pledged in its passage than in any other. 
Mr. C. was therefore at perfect liberty to select his position, 
which he would now state. We of the South had derived in- 
calculable advantage frem that act; and, as one belonging to 
that section, he claimed all those advantages to the very last 
letter. The act had reduced the income of the Government 
greatly. Few, he believed, were fully aware of the extent to 
which it had opevated. It wasa fact, which the documents 
would show, that the act of 1823 arrested at the custom-house 
one-half in value of the amount of the imports. The imports 
at that time, deducting reshipments, were abont sixty-five mil- 
lions of dollars in value, out of which the Government collected 
about thirty-two millionsin the gross. The imports of the last 
year, dedacting reshipments, amounted to $120,600,600, which, 
if the tariff of 1828 had nat been reduced, would have given an 
increase of $60,000,000, instead of something upwards. of 
$21,000,000. He claimed not the whole difference for the com 
promise, but upwards of $20,000,000 may be fairly carried to 
its credit. Under this great reduction, we of the South began 
to revive. Our business began to thrive and to look up. But 
the compromise act had not yet fully discharged its functions, 
fis operation would continue until the revenue should be 
brought down till no duty should exceed 20 per cent. ad valo- 
rem, aud the revenue be reduced to the actual wants of the 
Government. But, while he claimed for the South all these 
very important advantages, Mr. C. trusted he was too honest 


` as well as too proud, while he claimed those benefits on her 


part, to withhold whatever advantage the North may derive 
from the compromise. His position, then, on the question of 
reduction, was to follow, and nor to lead; and such he believed 
to be the true position of the South. Ifit be the wish of other 
sections to reduce, she will cheerfully follow, but I trust she 
will be the last to disturb the present state of things. 

Having thus clearly defined his own position, Mr. C. said he 
would venture a suggestion. If the manufacturing interests 
would listen to the voice of one who had never been their ene- 
my, he would venture to advise them to a course which he 
should consider as wise en all sides, 

It is well known (said Mr. C.) that the compromise act makes 
a very great and sudden reduction in the years ‘41 and °42. 
He doubted the wisdom of this provision at the time; but these 
who represented the manufacturing interest thought it wassafer 
and better to reduce more slowly at first and more rapidly at 
the termination of the term, in order to avoid the possibility of 
a shock atthe commencement of the term. He thought expe- 
rience had clearly shown that there could be no hazard in acce- 
lerating the rate of reduction now, in order to avoid the great 
and rapid descent of *41 and 42; and in this view, it seemed to 
him that it would be wise to distribute the remaining reduction 
equally on the six remaining years of the act. [t was, how- 
ever, buta suggestion. 

Mr. C observed,that had not this been the short session of 
Congress, he should have postponed the introduction of the pre- 
sent bill, and awaited the action of the Committee on Financ 
But it was possible that committee might find it impracticable 
to reduce the revenue, and as there were but about two months 
of the session left, ifsomething were not effected in the mean 
time, a large surplus might be left inthe Treasury, or rather 
in the deposite banks—left there to disturb and disorder the cur- 
rency of the country; to cherish and foster a spirit of wild and 
boundless speculation, and to be wielded for electioneering pur- 
poses. A standing surplus in the deposite banks was almost 
universaily condemned. The President himself had denounc- 
editin his message, and Mr. C. heartily agrced with him in 
every word he hadsaid on that subject. $ 

Before sending the bili to the Chair, he would take the liberty 
of expressing his hope thatthe subject would be discussed in 
the same spiritof moderation as had characterized the debates 
upon it last year. It was a noble example, and he hoped it 
would be followed Let the subject be argued on great public 
grounds, and let all party spirit be sacrificed on this great ques? 
tion to the good of the country. Yet, he would say to the 
friends of the administration, that it was not from any fear, on 
party ground, that he uttered this sentiment; for he believed 
there was na subject which, in the hands of a skilful opposi- 
tion, would be more fatal to pewer. _ 

The bill was, by consent, read twice; when Mr. CALHOUN 
moved that it be made the order of the day for Monday next. 
He saw no necessity foritscommitment. | i 

Mr. CLAY was extremely unwilling to interrupt for a mo- 
ment (and he would only interrupt for a moment) the progress 
of the debate expected to proceed to-day. But, from the mume- 
rousindications which had been given of a purpose to disturb 
the compromise act, and from the direct allusion to the subject 
which had just been made, he felt himself called upon to say 
` Considering the umstances under which that 
the manner throu sh this body, the acclamation with 
a through the House, the cordial reception with 
which it was greeted by every part and every interest in the 
sountry, he did not think that Itought to be Hghtly touched. In 
faith of adherence to the provisions of that act, large Investments 
have been made, and under its beneficent operation every inte- 
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rest has prospered, the manufacturing not less than other great 
interests, The whole country has looked ts the inviolability. of 
the act: the messages of the President; the reports from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury; the declarations of members of Congress 
upon this floor and that of the other Louse, all heretofore have 
united in stamping upon it that character. Strictly speaking; he 
was aware that Congress possessed the power to repeal or modify 
the act, but in his opinion it could not be done without something 
like a violation of the public faith. Hehad foreseen, at the pe- 
riod of the passage of the act, the probability of a large surplus 
beyond the wants of the Government, economically administer- 
ed, and he had. endeavored, simultaneously with the passage‘of 
the act, to provide for it by the introduction of the land bill. 
That bill had passed Congress, but unfortunately had encoun- 
tere the veto of the President. If that bill had received. his 
sanction, there would have been no surplus at the last session, 
none now, probably none hereafter, to divide and distract us. 
For it was from the proceeds of the public lands that the sur. 
plus arose. Ifthe land bill which passed at the last session of ~ 
the Senate had become a law, it would have distributed among 
the several States a larger sum than will be deposited in their 
treasuries under the deposite act. 

Mr. C. said that he knew well that the preservation of the 
compromise act didnot depend upon him. He well knew that 
its fate was in the hands of a majority of the Senate, as now 
constituted, and a majority uf the House. Butifthey choose to 
repeal it, or to make any essential alteration in the measure of 
protection secured by that act, he could only deeply regret the 
reopening of wounds which had been so happily: healed. He 
can co-operate in nosuch object, but shall, for himself, steadily 
oppose any material change of the provisions of the act, and 
insist upon that efficacious and complere remedy for a surplus 
which is to be found in the land bill, or upon some other compe- 
test remedy, which will not unsettle all the great business of 
the country. 

M:. WALKER moved that the bill be referred to the Com. 
mittee on Finance ; and in supporting his motion observed 
that he had been one of those who voted against what wasnow 
openly avowed to be a ‘listtibution bill, Since the money had 
been distributed, some of the largest States’ had already come 
forward and applied to Congress for the repeal of that section 
of the bill which provided forthe refunding of the mdney by 
the States when it should be needed by the General Govern- 
ment. He would remind the Senate that the distinguished 
gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Webster.) who had been 
one of the authors and advocates of this measure, did express- 
ly tell the Senate that it would be buta single operation; and 
when the. Senate were warned that that bill would be onlya 
precedent for the dis‘ribution policy in future, the distinguish- 
ed Senator had assured them of the contrary, and had insisted 
that it was a single and solitary measure, intended only to 
meet a contingency. Yet, what the Senate now asked to 
do? ‘Lo create a surplus for the purpose of future distribution. 
Mr, W. really thought that such a proposition demanded ex- 
amination by some committee, and he hoped the Senate would 
not consent to take a leap in the dark. The honorable gentle- 
man from South Carolina had presented as one ground of his 
opposition to letting the public money remain in the deposite 
banks, a desire to prevent the public land from passing into 
the hands of speculators. But the genuleman’s remedy had 
not met the evil. The distribution bill had not prevented the 
monopoly of the public lands by speculators, nor would it ever 
prevent it- If the gentleman did really desire to obviate that 
evil, let him join in recommending that part of the President’s 
message which propused to limit the sale of the pubie lands 
to actual settlers. Should this recommendation be adopted, 
there would remain no surplus to be distributed, For how 
was the surplus created? By referring to the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, it would be found, that in the first 
three quarters of the k car twe milions of dollars had 
heen paid into the T forthe public lands, which was at 
the rate of about $25,000,000 a year. Yet, what partion of 
this amount was needed for actual settlers? Not more than 
$4,000,000; or, according to an estimate made by the chairman 
of the Committee on Public Lands, not over $8,009,000. ‘Thus 
there would be a reduction in the receipt of $16,000,000, being 
double the amount of the surplus predicted by the honorable 
gentleman frour South Carolina. Let him then adopt the Pre- 
sident’s recommendation, and the evil apprehended could not 
take place. But should the Senate pass the bill which had now 
been introduced, they would have passed the Rubicon, andthe 
distribution policy would, in spite of all opposition, become 
the settled policy of the Government. 

Mr. W. called upon the Senate and upon the country tore- 
mark that they were now invoked by the gentleman from South 
Carolina to create a surplus for the purpose of distribution. 

Mr. CALHOUN, in reply, complained of having been entire- 
ly misstated by the Senator from Mississippi. He had not in- 
voked the Senate toany such act, nor had he said any thing 
like it. But he had said that no administration could honestly 
plead any necessity for demanding back the depasites from the 
States, unlessin the contingency of a foreign war. So far 
from having expressed a desire to create and distribute a sur- 
plus, he had, on the contrary, expressly declared that he should 
greatly prefer a reduction ofthe revenue, ifit could be safely 
effected; and he had expressed his willingness to send the bill to 
a committee opposed to his own views, that, if possible, this ~ 
might beeffected. Yet, the gentleman accused him of a design 
ta create a surplus. 

The gentleman kad again said that one of the arguments 
urged by him infavor of the distribution bill had been, that the 
deposite of the publie money in banks was a great instrument 
of fraud andspeculation. This was a great mistake. Ile had 
said no such thing. The President, however, had undertaken 
to legislate on the subject, and had issued an order, which was 
much more like an act of Congress than an Executive measure. 
The President deemed the evil so great, and the rem dy so 
specific, thathe had ventured on a great stretch of power to 
realize the object. Now, after what the President had saidon 
this subject, any man who should vote to Jeave the public 
money in deposite banks stood epenly convicted o being in 
favor of speculators. 

Mr. C. hoped the $ 
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< él m ended the sale of the public domain to actual- settlers 
only. Ou this matter Mr. B; expressed no opinion, bat should 
“be-guided in agreat measure by the wishes and opisions of 
gentlomen coming from the new States. : 
“- Should: the: Presidents recommendation be adopted, there 
-would probably De no surplus. . He should like to see a re- 
‘sponsible report from the Committee an Finance. On the ques- 
$ Ponowhether there would or would not be a surplus on the Ist 
of January next, he expressed no opinion. 
= While up, he would add one word on the subject of what 
was Commonly called the compromise act. Never should he 
forget the impression made upon his own mind, when the news 
ofthe passage ofthat act first yeached him. He had then been 
in! a foreign country. - The enemi-s of liberty throughout the 
world were all looking to this country with anxious eyes, and 
with hopes highly raised, that this last experiment in favor ef 
human freedom would prove to be a failure. The most exag- 
‘gerated. accounts ofthe division of opinion in this country on 
the subject of the tariff, were spread throughout Europe; and 
the expectation appeared to Me general that our Union woul | be 
dissolved, and the Republic expire. In. such circumstances, 
when‘he heard that a compromise had been effected, his bosom 
had been pervaded by a feeling such as he had never known 
heidre, ; Without being acquainted with the particulars of the 
bill; he was prepared to approve of it in advance. On further 
examination, however, he could not say whether he should have 
supported.the -bill or no, but the country had received it, the 
sgpeat manufacturing “and agricultural interests had welcomed 
tanito this moment relied upon it as in some sense the char- 
‘ter of their hopes. Other prevailing interests of the country 
shared in the feeling; and never would Mr. B. give his vote in 
favor of touching one of its provisions, That could not be done 
without extensively and injuriously affecting, not only the agri- 
: cultural and manufacturing, but another great interest of his 
sown State.” He referred to the mining interest. On the whole, 
he hoped: that they should have a report from a committee; and 
‘should iteven be adverse to the bill, yet such were the well 
Known zeal, perseverance, and talents of the honorable gentle- 
' man froin South Carolina, that he woul still find ways and 
myeans.to hring the merits of his project fully before the minds 
f the Senate, ; 
Mr WALKER said that the Senator from South Carolina 
» thad appealed to-him to indulge him with a special comanitice. 
But that gentleman would do weil to remember Ut 
-former occasion he (My. We) had indrodaced ap : 
sportance to Misaissippi, andasked its reference to a select com. 
, Mhittee, that gentleman had opposed the motion, and had sentthe 
' chill to the Committee on. Public Lands, which he wall knew to 
be opposed to every one of its provisions. Tu insisting, there- 
forecon his original metion to refer this bill to the Commitiee 
con: Finance, he had only followed an example which the gen- 
leman:had set, him, 
Mr, W. then went.into some explaniions toshow that he had 
“not misunderstood or misrepresented the objects ef the Senator 
-from,South Carolina. If that gentleman should oppose the 
: Presilent’s recommendation in regard to selling the public lands 
toactnal veitlers only, it would, in cffect, be equivalent te voting 
to create a surplus. © My. W. said he had no wish to alarm the 
cmanutacturing interest, toward which he eniertained no hosali- 
“typ bat he would not yell that interest throughout this country, 
they wished to preserve the compromise biH, the mode 
= wag toprevent an exorblant sue of publ ads. Jf this 
Were permitted to conthiue, a surplus revenue could nos be 
prevented without touching che comproniise bill. Mr. W. had, 
on the lastsession, offered a resolution calting on the Secretary 
of the Treasury to ascertain and report to Congress what re- 
duction inthe tariff and in the price of the public lands would 
“be necessary to bring down the revenue ʻo the wants of the Go- 
vernment, but in such a manner asnot to infringe on the com- 
promise, ‘The Senator Irom Massachusetts (Mr. Webster) had 
moved to fay tuat resolution on the table; not besarse he was 
particularly hostile to ių bat beca he wishes some 
other subject which wes before tie Senate; and añferward there 
> chad been no opportunity to call it up. Mr. W. should not 
Yow: depart from thes of that resolution, Te had no wish 
to Violate. the compromise, but d that the reduction should 
be in conformity with the sixth section of that bill (which he 
read.) ` 
`x: The Senate had been told by the gentleman from Kentucky 
(Mr. Clay) that the faith of the nation stood pledged to preserve 
“that billinviolate. But that bill declared, in the most express 
Aerms, that the reduction of the revenue wasnot to be made by 
depositing it with the Siates—-that was no fea 
-promise~butby a reduction of duties, He had ascertained that 
the reduction which his plan would effect would amount to 
, three millions of dollars. : Deduct this from the eight millions 
: derived from the sale of public lands to actual settlers, and it 
would-leave.five millions. of dollars, bei ast the amount 
which the Senator from. South Carolina had thought it was 
proper fo retain asan-unexpended balance in the Treasury. 
Mr. W. insisted on his motion for referring the bill to the Com- 
miitee.on Finance. $ 
Mr, CALWOUN rejoined and explained, with a view toshow 
that the case of which the gentleman from Mississippi com- 
2-plained was not pavaliel to the present, and still insisted on the 
proprietyofallowigg him a special committee. H, however, 
the Senate should resolve to send this bilt to the Committee on 
o understand. the: movement. 
ar “© attentively. - Itwasan ex- 
document. He hadread with no less care the report 
elary of the Tre ry: that, too, was an extraordi- 
cpary document. ‘The perusal had suggested some suspicions to 
his mind;-and should tie present iT ont to ike Finance com- 
phittee, those suspicions would be filly confirmed. Such a 
ve woult co far to convince him. that the policy of the 
ration wa reed upon, and that it would be to make a 
> ( demonstration on à reduction of the revenue, but, in fact, to 
` Teave that revenue in the deposite banks. he end of this ses- 
© siori; wasna far off, and that would tell whether he were not 
Jinchis.opinion. He would now, in his. turn, venture to 
pes prophet, and he would predict: that, if the present 
mMmotisnsuccceded, that.very . thing which the President in his 
jpanace ikad most decidedly condemned would be the thing actu- 
gily-realized. Notwithstanding the President’s opposition to the 


ee, 


ure of the corn-- 


coliceting of the surplus revenue, and all he had said on its 
tendency to promote speculation and corrupt the public morals, 
that was the thing which would be done. He Was sorry he did 
not see the Senator from New York (Mr. Wright) in his place. 
On that gentleman, peculiarly, lays the obligation. to provide 
forthe reduetion of the revenue. Mr. C. well knew the difficulty 
of touching this subject. Hehad himself had a full and sound 
trial of chat operation, He knew the efforts by which the exist- 
ing reduction had been effected, and he- felt very sure that the 
Senator from New York could not be sanguine in the expecta- 
don of effecting a reduction to any great amount, He had heard 
much said in private on that subject, and he could not but regret 
that the President, when alluding to it in his message, had not 
referred to the difficulties attending it. Mr. C. thought he saw 
how things were to go, and he thus openly announced what his 
conviction was. He believed nothing would be done to reduce 
the revenue; that the money would stili be collected, and would 
be lefi, not where it ought to be found, in the treasuries of the 
States, but in the deposite banks. 

If the Finance committee would report an adequate reduction 
of the revenue, Mr. C. would consent to withdraw bis bill. He 
should infinitely prefer a reduction to a distribution, provided 
the thing could be done In the meanwhile the South claimed 


` tke execution of the compromise bill; it had not only closed a 


long and painfuicontroversy, but had enabled them to make 
some feeble stand against the progress of Executive influence. 
He concluded by moving for a special committee. 

Mr. RIVES wasia favor of referring the bill to the Commit- 
tee on Finance, but as the Senator from South Carolina consi- 
dered the denial of a special committee as involving some want 
of courtesy, he would state the considerations which led him to 
the conclusion that that -would be the proper committee. The 
Senator himse!f had said, but yesterday, that the Committee on 
Finance was. the committee to whom the entire subject of the 
reduction of the revenue specially belonged. The Senator had 
entered into a calculation to show that there would be a sur- 
plusin the Treasury at the commencement of the year, and on 


thishe grounded his bill. The question, therefore, at the root’ 


ofthe whole matter was, whether there would be such a sur- 
plus, This was a question which obviously pertained to the 
Finance committee. The gentleman, relieving himself from 
every thing like a pledge to abide by the provisions of the com- 
promise act, expressed his strong preference of a reduction of 
therevenue to its distribution; but the question whether it 
could be safely reduced certainly was a question coming within 
the range of the appropriate duties of that committee. Mr, R. 
reverted to the history of the compromise bill, and expressed 
his satisfaction at the reflection that he had rendered it his 
hearty support. He did not now recede, in the slightest de- 
grec, from the groundhe had then occupied. But the Senate 
was now imad! iti they were at the opening of a 

p SoS gress, and were cnabled, from ali the Jiguis 
of past experience, to jook ahexd with something like ce 


in- 
ty. Ifthey foresaw the probability of a surplus of revenue, 
they were bound to guard againstit by attempting a reduction. 
That, beyond question, was the true policy. Mr. R. adverted 
tothe proplery of Mr. C. that the policy of the administration 
was to be a false and deceitfal demonstration on reduction 
while none was to be made, and the money was to remain in 
the deposite banks. [Mr CALHOUN shook his head at the words 
false and deceitful.} Well, a demonstration, at all events, was 
to be made, and all that had been said by the President in 
his message against surplus revenue would turn outa delusion. 
{MMr. C. assented.] Yet the gendeman had, no longer than yes- 
terday, expressed the highest satisfaction with the Finance 
committee, and been lavish of his compliments on the gentle- 
men composing ii, when the object was to refer this very mea- 
surs of reduction to that committee. Did the gentleman mean 
nothing more than a demonstration? Mad he not been in ear- 
nest? Hehoped the gentleman had nosuch policy, nor could 
he suppose him to have. 

Mr. CALIIOUN epetled the charge of inconsistency. He 
had been in favor of sending the subject of a reduction of the 
revenue to the Committee on Finance, because he considered 
thesubject as appropriate to their specific duties; but he was 
opposed to sending this bill to that committee, because they 
were known to be adverse to is object. In one case he h-d 
gone on the great parliamentary principle that’ propositions 
were to be referred to committees favorable to the object pro- 
posed; and in the other case, he still had sent it to a committee 
at least not unfavotable to the measure. He was rejoiced to 
hear the honorable Senator from Virginia declare so explicitly 


that he di! not repent the course be had taken in reference to > 


the compromise bill; he was confident the gentleman never 
would have reason to repent the able and honorable course he 
had pursued on that memorable occasion; and he trusted the 
gentleman wou'd agree in sentiment. with those who were op- 
posed to leaving the public money in the deposite banks. Tir. 
©. had given many evidences of his desire that a reduction 
should be made in the revenue; and had, on a former occasion, 
senta bill to the Committee on Manufactures for. that object, 


which afterwards had passed the Senate almost uvanimousty, . 


and had been sent to the other House, after which it was never 
ain heard of. He was not the man, however, to disturb the 
nsof the compromise, which had so happily been effected, 
unless it should be done by common consent. The South were 
prepared te assent to such a step, and if the North would also 
it, here need be no difficulty in the case. The gentle- 
sia seemed to suppose that, because it was 
i re committee to consider the question 


mai- fran Vi 
“the duty ofi 
whether there was likely to be a surplus revenue ornot, there- 


for s biil ought to be sent to them. The argument was too 
wide; on the .same rrinciple every proposition wh 
to the application of any portion of the public resources must 
be sent-to that committee. It ould swallow up almost all the 
vusiness of the Senate. He concluded by demanding the yeas 
and navs on the question cf commitment. 

Mr. RIVES briefly rejoined. As the Senator from South 
Carolina was only conditionaily in favor of the proposition in the 
bill, in the event that there would be a surpins, and that the re- 
venue could not he reduced: and as the question whether it 


_ could be reduced belonged confessedly to the Committee on 


Finance, itinvelved no viglation of the parliamentary principle to 
which the Senator had alluded, to send this bill to that committee. 
Mr.-R. hoped be should not be understood as wishing wantonly 
to interfere. with the provisions of the compromise bill; he was 
far irom desiring any such thing. -He held the compromise in 
great respect, as having effected a great national good in the set- 
tlement of anagitating and alarrning question. But he was 
free to say that; lfany mode could be devised of bringing down 


the revenue to the wants ofthe Government without interfering | 


wih the enactments of that bill, he should be opposed to dis- 


h related ` 


turbing them in any way. But it wasa fundamental duty of 
legislation to dispense with all unnecessary. taxes, and reiiuce 
the burdens of the people as fàr as the necessities of Govern. 
ment would permit. If this could not be done without touching 
some parts of the comprornise bill, it must be touched; but if it 
could, then that Dill, in all its provisions, ought to be sucredly 
maintained. 

The question on Mr. Warxer’s motion to refer the bill to the 
Committee on Finance being now put, the vote stood as follows; 
Yeas 22, Nays.22. The yeas and nays being equal, the CHAIR 
voted in the affirmative; and the bill was committed accordingly 
to the Committee on Finance. 
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` CENSURE OFJOHN Q. ADAMS. 
SPEECH OF MR. LINCOLN, 


Or MASSACHUSETTS. 
LAs reported ia the National Intelligencer. ] 


In House of Representatives, February 7, 1837.—On the re 
solution to censure the Hon. Jonn Q. Apans, for inquiring 
of the Speaker whether a paper, purporting to come from 
slaves, came within the resolution laying on the table all pe- 
titions relating to slavery. . z 


Mr. Sezakeur: It may seem the extreme of raskness that F 
should attempt to oppose, by my humble efforts, the torrent of 
invective which is pouring forth, from every quarter of this 
House, upon the devoted head of my venerable colleague. It 
was alike my intention to take no part in this debate, and m 
wish to keep free from the excitement to which it might lead. 
But whatever my original purpose, I can no longer consent to 
remain silent, when the subject, before the House assumes the 
form of a direct censure upon my colleague, for an act which 
he deliberately and solemnly declares. he conscientiously be- 
lieved to be in the discharge of his representative duty. Such 
is the reverence due to his age, such the respect paid to his 
character, and the remembrance of his public services, so high 
the confidence in his integrity and in-the purity and patriotism 
of his motives, so beloved and’ honored is he at home, and so 
known to fame abroad, that whatever. may be the result of this 
discussion, whatever the action of the House upon these most 
extraordinary resolutions, there are those, and they are not a 
few, here and elsewhere, who will deeply sympathise with him 
in the trial to which he is now informally subjected. 1 plant 
myself by his side on the principles for which he is contending. 
T come not, sir, to his protectiof against the particular occasion 
of ofience which he may have given. To this, he is, of him- 
self, mosi abimdanily able. Henceds not, if he would accept, 
my feeble ail. His justification isin his own mouth, and he 
i fir moro capable than I could pretend to be, to make it ef- 
ectual. 

It was, perhaps, fortunate fer me, Mr. Speaker, that I wag 
not present when the supposed offence was committed by my. 
colleague. [Mr. Lincotn wasthen engaged as a member of 
the select committee of which Mr. Wise is chairman.) I may, 
there‘ore, hope to be excused from participating in much of 
that excitement which is so strongly manifested by others. Be- 
sides, sir, I come from that cold region of country so reproach- 
fully referred to by the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Alford,) 
where the passions, like the temperature of the climate, are 
supposed to be less ardent than in more southern latitudes. 

Yet the people of the North, I can assure that honorable 
gentlemen, are not wanting in all the sensibilities whieh do 
honor to human nature. They have, indeed, like passions, 
and parteke of Jike infirmities, with other meg. If they do 
not always speak “in words which burn,” and act with an 
impnise which startles, it is because they are schooled and 
disciplined to habits of calm and sober reflection; because they 
have been taught, from infancy, that reason is a better guide 
than passion; that it is wiser and safer to regulate the con- 
duct by the dictates of judgment, than blindly to follow those 
generous and fearless promptings of our nature which some- 
umes lead te excesses, even in Virtue. Sir, will not this House, 
on the present occasion, profit somewhat, by imitating the cha- 
racteristic coolness and discretion of Northern men, in yield- 
ing something of the excess of feeling to the more calm sug- 
gestions of reason, while deliberating upon the conduct of my 
venerable friend, and deciding the character of the offence 
which he is charged with having committed? Offence, did I 
say? There has been po offence. It isa false denomination 
of the act of my colleague. There are too many lawyers on 
this floor, to permit a sanction to the ‘misnomer by the deli- 
berate judgment of the House. j 

The House will bear with me, I humbly trust, while I advert 
tothe conduct of my colleague, which is charged as a pre- 
meditated and heinous crime. At a proper time, in order, 
within the strictest rules of the House, my collergue, being 
entitled to the floor, propounded a question to the Speaker. in 
reference to the disposition to he made of a p: tition, the answer 
to which he intended to receive as directory to his conduct in 
the matter, Distrusting his own judgment, he addressed, re- 
spectfully, a request for information to the Chair, in the faith- 
ful determination, as he now explicitly declares, to regulate his 
subsequent action by the direction which should be given him. 
And is such the offence for which the venerable member from 
Massachusetts is to suffer the severe ‘reprehension of this 
House? [Mr. Pickens, of South Carolina, here roso, and de- 
sired to say that it was for announcing that he hada petition 
from slaves, thus destroying all the relations of master and 
slave, and denying the doctrine that the slave can only be heard 
through his master: this is the offence.] Yes, Mr. Spéaker, I am 
aware that this is the understanding of the gentleman from 
South Carolina. But did my colleague assert or deny any 
doctrine, or ii any wise allude to the relation of master and 
slave? Iwill not stop to inquire whether he might, or might 
not, very properly. have done so. It is enough to say that hig 
language was confined to a naked inquiry, in which no doc- 
trine was denied, and the rights of masters in no respect in 
volvet. The question put to the Speaker was simply this: 
Does a petition purporting t? be from slaves fall within a 
rule of the House? ‘The purport of the petition was not even 
intimated. Again, then, 1 demand, is it for making this im- 
quiry that my colleague is to answer? Itis to the act itself we 
must look, to determine its character; and that act consisted, 
wholly and exclasively, in patting the question to the Chair, 

Butit has been urged, in the course of this debate,that, however 
equivocal or innocent might seem to be the language of thein 
quiry, yet that it was made with a sinister and culpable indent. 
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Isit intention, then, the Secret purpose of the mind, which 
constitutes the crime of which this House is to take cognizance? 
In what code of criminal jurisprudence, from what law of par- 
liamentary practice do gentlemen gather jurisdiction. of the 
thoughts ofthe heart? Ifthe external action be not criminal, 
the inward motive cannot change its character. Who ever 
heard, in a court of justice, that intention could be imputed as 
crime, when the act with which that intention was connected, 
constituted no offence? The wrong, which is cognizable by 
law, is inthe overt act. The plotting of treason is not treason. 
The design to lic in waitis not murder. The intent may change 
the apparent character of the act, but, without the act, the in- 
tent is nothing. Need I illustrate? A homicide is committed; 
it may be murder or manslaughter; an excusable or a justi- 
fiable act, according to the intention of the agent; butif there 
be no slaying, the mere purpose to do it, however malicious of 

remeditated, violates no law. Apply the principle, however 
incongruous may seem the illustration, to the case before the 
House. My honorable colleague is charged with a contempt. 
It has been satisfactorily. shown, as I trust, that. in the language 
of the inquiry proposed by him to the Chair, there was nothing 
contemptuous to the Chair or tothe House. In and by itself, 
the inquiry was altogether harmless. Wherein, then, isthe con- 
tempt? It still rests, if intend-d, in the breast of my colleague, 
without the form of expression to give it the character of an 
offence. 

The gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Holsey) has objected to 
my colJeague, that hy his conduct, subsequent to the ingui 

rupounded by him to the Chair, he has trifled with the feel- 
ings of mernbers, and the dignity of the House. This is dis- 
tinct and different ground fer accusation; but, Mr. Speaker. I 
put it to the liberality of the gentleman himseif to say, whether, 
after the explicit disclaimer by my colleague, this cause of 
complaint should further be insisted on. What, sir, have we 
heard this very morning? After time has beengiven for the 
excitement of yesterday’s debate to subside; after a night doubt- 
Jess, of thoughtful consideration and recollection, my venerable 
colleague has, here, in the presence of the House, made the de- 
liberate and solemn declaration, that to trifle with the House 
or its members would be the last pessible purpose of bis heart. 
And isnot thisenough? Can it be permitted for the gentleman 
from Georgia now to argue, by-inference, against the sincerity 
of that declaration? It isasked if no disrespect to the House was 
intended, wherefore the manner of my colleague, so different 
from that of other members in presenting memorials? This in- 
quiry I will not undertake to answer, It may be matter of taste or 
matter of judgment with my colleague. His manner is not my 
manner; nor do I see in his better success, on this subject, in this 
House, any encouragement to me for its adoption. But, Mr. 
Speaker, it was not unreasonable to suppose that the exception 
istaken rather ‘othe character of the memorials than to the 
manner of presenting them. If the charge of trifling with the 
House ig made spon the ground that the venerable gentleman 
presents to the House abo/ition memoriats, then is he not the 
only offender. I{to present the petition of abolitionists be to trifle 
with the House, there are many here who should not cast the 
firststone, Sir, I am, in the popular sense of the term, no abo- 
litionist. Although I would to God that every human being 
was enlightened and free, yet I have never advocated, either 
on this floor or elsewhere, the peculiar views or schemes of 
the abolitionists. Pure and philanthropic as I believe the mo- 
tives of most of them to be, I have seen many and most serious 
obstacles to their progress, and anticipated fearful conse- 
quences from their success. But for this cause, in an honest 
difference of sentiment between us, I have not felt at liberty to 
withstand their right of petition. Like may.collcague, Ihave 
presented their memorials~willingly and cheerfully presented 
them—as the will of that portion of my constituents who have 
committed them to my charge. Ihave presented them from 
men and women of as pure. elevated, andint Heciual charac 
ter as any in the world: men and women, kind and generous, 
and of tenderest sympathies, who would no sooner do an inju- 
ry oran actof injustice to any human being than the most 
chivalrous or truc-hearted of the sons or daughters of the 
South. Sir, I shall continu» to present these p: titions, within 
the rules of the House, whenever and as offen as ihey are 
transmitted to me. 

But, say gentlemen, my co'league, in presenting these aboli- 
tion memorials, has culogized the character of those who have 
subscribed tothem. The gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
Thompson) in an especial manner, excepts to this as an aggra- 
vation of the offence, and insists that it evinces, in the technical 
language of the law, a heart vod of social obligation, and fa- 
tally bent upon mischief. Will the honorable gentleman be 
pleased to consider whether this supposed cause of exception he 
80 peculiarly applicable to the members from Massachussetts, or 
to this class of petitions? Sir, do not other members do the 
same on other occasions, and in regard to every other subject? 
Is it not usual, common, within the rule of thesfIouse. or. at 
least, the practice of the House, so to do? Has not a member, 
in pres:ntiag a petition of any description, a right to declare 
whence and from whom it comes? May he not say that this 
one, who subscribes it, is a minister of the gospel of peage; that 
another is a citizen of*the highest intelligence and the purest 
virtue; that others are intellectual and accomplished women, ba 
whose breasts the feelings of kindness and human sympathy ever 
find a home? To do this, is it an offence? Mow often, sir, have the 
character, and influence, and standing in society of petitioners 
been stated on this floor, to enforce the prayer of their petition? 
In the memorable panic session, as ithas been termed, of the 
last Congress, on a question, regarded by some who now ex- 
hibit peculiar sensitiveness, as one of mere pecuniary concern, 
involving the simple consideration, whether the revenue 
of the country should be deposited in one strong box or 
another, gentlemen in every quarter of the House stated and 
dwelt. upon the character and standing of the petitioners; 
and who then held thisto be a breach of privilege? Sir, it 
is every day’s practice. And may that be done in respect to 
matters of property which 1s forbidden in things of infinitely 
higher moment, affecting the rights of person and the preroga- 
tives of freemen, the liberty of speech and the right of petition? 
Mr. Speaker, it has fallen to the lot of my venerable colleague 
to have been charged with more of these petitions than ail of 
his associates in the delegation together. Tis age, his charac- 
ter, the stations he has held, and his standing before the world, 
have brought upon him responsibilities which others might not 
have borne.. The people have thrown upon the shoulders of 
Ajax the weight which no common man could have sustained. 
They trusted to his talents, his learning, and his great expe- 
rience; to secure to him the deference of respect due to these 
Qualifications in the duties be was called upon to discharge. If 
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_ Censure of J.Q. Adams—Mr. Robertson. 


this shall not now be accorded to him, and these resolutions 
are to pass, Ishall, in common with my cojleagues, not cease 
to lament that we Were not permitied more lergely to share in 
that painful pre-eminence to which the preference of our res- 
pective more immediate constituents may have contributed to 
subjeet him. : 


Mr. Speaker, there is another topic in this connection upon 
which I wish to address a few words to the consideration of this 
House. Coming from the State by which I have been so highly 
honored, and knowing full well, as L think 1 do, the character 
of the people whom I represent, I cannot pass by this occasion 
without, for the first time since I have heen on this floor, ex- 
Pressing something of that feeling with which I have often been 
compelled to listen to the tone of remark from one quarter of 
this House. Sir, Ihave sat day after day, week after week, year 
after year, and heard the North and the East assailed by every 
epithet of indignity and reproach. J have seen honorable, 
high-minded, “chivalrous” men from the Sour stand u 
in their place, and heard from their lips denunciations of a 
whole section of country. as se'fish, sordid. mean-spirited, un- 
patriotie. Inthe fury of debate, the vosabulary of opprobri- 
ous terms has been exhausted. Respectfui petitions, pre- 
sented by my colleagues and myself, have heen characterized 
as the acts of the vilest incendiaries! Trejoice in the oppor- 
tunity now afforded me to repel these most offensive and ca- 
lumnious aspersions. Those who indulge in them are ignorant 
alike of our character and our doings. -What do we now 
witness? Under a rule of the House, petitions J2id on your 
table without being read, and yet, with no knowledge of th-ir 
contents, flippantly denousced as vile. incendiary produc. 
tions! For myself, 1 say here, in my place, such is not the 
character of a single paper which I have presented nor do T 
believe it applies to any offered by either of my colleagues. On 
the contrary, they are respectful memorials, c othed in lan- 
guage decorous to the body to which they are addressed, and 
appropriate to the object they are designe: to accomplich, such 
as no man, in a fit state ef mind for legislation. with crol and 
deliberate judgment, could justly take offence at. If southern 
gentlemen had dene with this 


these worthy people} 
slaves themscives, of } 
sudden and entire abc thin the District of Colum- 
bia, I do, indved, differ with th Bul I respect their mo- 
tives. Theirs may be, and Į think ts, an erro: rdgment, in 
urging, under existing circumstances, and in the present excited 
state of the South, these memorials upon Congress. In my 
opinion, this is not the time for their favorable reception, or for 
the properactionupenthem. Butthememorialists view this 
matter in a differeat light. Freemen themselves, they deem it 
neither consistent with the character of a free people, nor credi- 
table to the nation, that their repr atives should’ be legislat- 
ing here, in the midst of slaves. They plant themselves upon 
the Constitution, and, honestly believing that they brme their 
petitions withi irit, they earnestly implore you to remove 
this stigma from the land. And w u not, sir, look into the 
matter? Dare you not trust yourseives witha question over 
which you have exclusive ccntro!? Believe mo, there is no- 
thing to fear. These thousands of women, these hundreds of 
clergymen, the kind-hearted, t 
who sign these petitio 
torch to southern dweiliy 


sewhere, of 


; > 

d, without giving 
occasion for alarm? ambition, no plotting 
of selfish, designing, reckless politicians. It is principally the 
unsophisticated, the artless, the simple, and the uno 
who thus approach you; who, regarding duty in its remote 
lations, and taking counsel of their Kinder feelings, believe it 
safe to ask you if you cannot interpose, within YOU OWN UR 
limited jurisdiction, to alleviate a crying evil, without preju- 
dice to the public v And will you noteven hear such a ye- 
quest, from a humiliating distrust of the exercise of your own 
judgment, to grant or refuse it? 


One word more on thia peint, with the indulgence of the 
House, in reference to the State from which F come. The 
people of Mascachuyetis ave ajust, a faithful, and a liberal 
people. ‘They are devotediy attached to the Union, and for its 
preservation will ever seek to cultivate the truest sentiments of 
affection and respect for their brethren of the South. There is 
none other. than kind feeling inthe North towards the South. I 
faet. J full well know that even those who 
urther from their 
š They call 
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Not a man among them hu would stand appalled asthe very 
thought that what he was here attempting would incite servile 
Insurrection or civil war. HW the time and the occasion shall 
ever come, which may Heaven in mercy avert! When, however: 
instigated, the hand of the slave shall be raised against his taw- 
ful master, and the tocsin of alarm shall be sounded from our 
southern borders, then shall it be known that the cords of. affec- 
don, of a common kindred, and of ancient friendships with our“ 
southern bre-bren, are: closely knit jn every northern bosom, 
and that the hour of trial with them cannot pass, without our 
eympathy and generous participation in their service and auf 
fering. : ee 
Mr. Speaker, 


1 represent, with my colleagues, the people of 
a State who were early taught the valve of civil liberty.” They 
know of no freedom without the freedom of. speech. the freedom 
of the press. and the right of petition. -They derive not these 
enjoyments from any parchment charter of Government, but, 
claim them as the absolute, unqualified inheritance of freemen, 
the prerogative of civilized social man. The Constitution of 
Massachusetts was adopted ‘n the midst of the great -strugele for 
American Ji! rty; and there it is written, in letters of gold, in 
her glorious Rill of Righte, that the right of the people peacca- 
bly to asse ~ ble and petition is an inalienable Tigh 
be impaired; that the Hiberiy of speech and of the 
tial to freedomina State, and ought not to be restrained 
upon these fundamental principles, first proclaimed by them- 
seives, and afterwards ingrafied into the frame of the Federal 
Government, mainly by the action of the Convention of Massa- 
chusetts, that the people of Massachusetis claim the right to 
speak, a) d write and petition. . Having this right, they send 
their peridons here: and ali they ask or hi pe is, that their re- 
quests may be considered, and such disposition mace of them 
as best comports wiih the honor, peace, and welfare of the na- 
tion. They mean na offence; they meditate no wrong; and in 
vindicating them, I do but vindicate and assert. those reat priti 
cipies of civil liberty, to enforce and carry out which this Go- 
vernment was founded, and the subversion of which this Re- 
public cannot survive. tet 
Mr. Spoaker, I have risen and made these. unpremeditated 
remarks, not knowing that I skall even be sustained by a single 
member from my own State, or the North, in protesting against 
the passage of the resolutions upon your table. Butwhether I 
stand alone, or am supported, T can never consent that my ven- 
erable colleage shall _be brought to your bar, to be censured 
for a conscieniious discharge of duty. What he has done, he 
has manfully, rightfully, nobly done, in defence of the inesti- 
mahie right of petition, and the freedom of speech in this House. 


REMARKS OF MR. ROBERTSON, 


Or VIRGINIA. 


In the House of Representatives, February 7, 1837—On the 
propesition to censure Mr. Adams. 


Mr. ROBERTSON desired that the resulution. before the 
House might he again read. i; 

The folowing resolution offered hy Mr. Dromeoons of Vir: 
ginia, and accepted by Mr. Txompson of South Carelina, as a 
mo ification of one previously offered by him, was then read. 
by the Clerk: 


Resolved, That the Hon. Jonn Quincy Apasts, a member 
of this House, by stating in his place that he had in his posses- 
sion 2 paper, purporting to be a petition from slaves, andin- 
quiring if it came within the meaning of a resolution hereto 
fore adopted, (as preliminary to its presentation,) has given 
color to the idea that slaves have the right of petition, and of 
his readiness to be their organ; and that, for the same, he de- 
serves the censure of this House, 

Resolved, Khar ch resad J, Q. ADAMS receive A cen- 
sure from the Speaker, in the presence of the House of Repre« 
sentatives, 

Mı. Ropertson resumed. Mr. Speaker, Iwisbed the resolu- 
tion proposed by My, colleague (Mr. Dromeoole) reed again 
that I might be certain I correctly apprehended its import: F 
cannot vote for it. Callew upon as the Southern memi ers are 
to unite in one phalanx to sustain it, Tcannotobey the summone 
without, as I conscientiously believe, overleaping the barriers 
of the Constituion, and violating in the person of the gentle. 
man from Massachusetts (Mr. Adams) that liberty of speech 
guarantied to every member inthis Hall. Iam sorry, sir, to 
stand inthe way of gentlemen who seem so impatient for the 
floor; but I cannot forego the opportunity allowed me of ex- 

l 1g the reasons which govern my vote. I wili detain ttem 
but afew moments. 

I have taken no part, Mr. Speaker, in the stormy debate which 
the extraordinary conduct of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
has elicited. 1 was, sir, I confess, unwilling to trust to the emo- 
tions which that conduct could not fail to excite in the bosom 
of every southern men, There was danger the first impulse 
might hurry us too far; for it is ever in moments of high excite. 
ment, ofexasperation—such as we have just witnessed—that 
the most fatal precedents are established; and „that, too, often 
under the influence of high and honorable motives. It jis due, 
therefore, to ourselves, to the member implicated, and te the 
country, now that some sree of calmness is restored, to weigh 
well the consequences of the measure proposed tnder euch cir- 
cumstances for our adoption. To drag a memberto.the bar of 
this House, and cause him to be publicly censured by the 
peaker, must be regarded by him and by all asa heavy pun. 
ishment, and we cught to be able to give satisfactory reasons 
fori ingit. Let us look tothe resolution which professes 


te 


adiness to be thet 

a fact, and making 
offensive idea, and at id 
demard his punishment, Icannoi go this length. So long as 
I have the henor of a seat here I will never consent, be the eon» 
sequences to myself personally what they n to cenevre or 
expel any member for the utmost latitude ofinquiry or remark 
in which he may indulge, whils' acting in what he may regard, 
however erroneously, a8 ihe discharge of bis duty, and Ke 
within the limits of parliamentary order. Letme not b 
stood as approving the conduct of the gentleman frem 
chusetts. Far from it: no one mere strongly condemns 
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cabeuy with ikiwa who'think that te has trifed with the pa- 
tance of the House, tothe sreat delay of its business, aud wan- 
tonty tortured tha feelings of a large portion of its members, by 
“the minkseness wiih which he has dwelt upon the contents of 
offensive petitions, andthe names and characters of those who 
signed thera ` [cannot bold him guiltless in unnecessarily in- 
‘twoducing and enlarging upon this irritating topic of abolition; 
eapecially he seems ‘to rac much to blame for leaviag the House 
golong uder an evident and painfalemistake in relation to the 
‘petition in. -his possersion, by suppressing information of its 
contents. Nor dol believe that he has succeeded by the expla- 
nation he has oifered: in ‘convincing one human being, except 
himself, of the propriety of his course. Indeed, in one respect. that 
explanation must rather be regarded in the light of an aggrava- 
‘thon; reiterating, asit did, the offensive doctrine thet slaves have 
a pight to-send their petitions into this H: That gentleman is 
foointelligent to assert, in his calmer moments, the preposter- 
-oüs position, that those who under the Constitution are recog- 
nized as property, who constitute no part of the body politic, 
cariexercise political rights. He ought to have foreseen the 
consequentca which hare ensued from suggesting a doubt upon 
thac subject. . But whatever may be my opinion, or that of the 
House, of the absurdity or impropriety of raising such a ques 
tion here, it by no moans follows that we can make it the ground 
ofa penal proceeding. i 
» The: gentleman has cleared himselfof any supposed con- 
tempt, -by disclaimine, in the most solemn manner, any inten- 
tional. disréspect. He has declared that his real object was 
to ‘Obtain the Speaker’s construction of one of our standing 
orders, and to conform to that construction We are not autho- 
yized to discredit this statement. But if wa were, or ifthe dis- 
tlaimer had ‘never been made, with what propriety can we 
censure him for making an inquiry which the Speaker himself’ 
seéms to have regarded so doubtful as to decline answering, 
and referred to the judgment of the House? How punish him 
for inquiring of the proper organ of the House, whether he had 
the right to present a petition under a, subsisting order, which 
right One of my colleagues, (Mx. Wise,) and other members, 
‘explicitly assert that order clearly gave him. It 1s true, sir, I 
do not agre with those who entertain this opinion. Broad 
and comprehensive as is the resolution of the 18th of January, 
requiring, in terms, all pupere relating to slavery to be laid 
‘upon the table without reading, it could not have contemplated 
the reception of petitions from slaves; and it was matter of 
surprise to mé that the Speaker should have hesitated for one 
moment so to decide. But if the Chair doubted, more espe- 
sially ifmembers in their places maintain the construction that 
such petitions must be admitted under the resolution, how is it 
that. we, can singlé out the member from Massachusetts, and 
‘genaure him for suggesting a doubt, or waking an inquiry rela- 
tive to jts proper interpretation? “But it may be said he is not 
to be’ censured for asking the qacatiun, but because that question 
gives color lo the idea that slaves may pelition, and that he is 
Willing to. be their orzin. Absurd and offensive ae such an idea 
certainly is, Lam yet to learn that members of Congress may 
be. proceeded against criminally for intimating or uttering 
opinións here which a majority may consider heretieal or 
odious. On the contrary, I hold the proposition in its broadest 
extént, that no member can he‘ challenged here or elsewhere 
forthe assertion of any principle or sentiment, however pre- 
Posterous, unconstitutl onal, or monstrous, so long as he keeps 
‘within the limits prescribed by our rules for the preservation of 
order. He may undertake, if he will, to prove that Congress 
ought to repeal tho Constitution, or to abolish the Union. Ne- 
thing saurely, could be more absurd, nor more insulting. It 
wou Ki be to invite the Honse to violate the instrument it has 
worn to observe; in effect, to commit perjury and treason: Yet 
who will say that--he could be subjected, on that account, to 
gensure or expulsion? What member will be safe-for a day, if 
such a doctrine shall prevail? A minority, at least, should be- 
ware of:a precedent which, onee established, would not long 
tolerate any diferenco of opinion with the dominant majority. 
The power of the Honse to prescribe rules for ihe presentation 
and reception of petitions, must be admitted; but I deny that 
‘the resolution of censure now under consideration can be jus- 
tified under any subsisting rule of the House, or any law of the 
land; and I trust that gentlemen will pause betoie they set a 
recedent which may recoil upon themselves, and give a death- 
Plow tö the freedom of discussion sseured to us by the 
Constitution, and which is the best guarantee of the public 
liberty. 

«While up, Mr. Speaker, I will correct a misconception into 
which the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Granger,) seeing 
to. have:fallen in regard to the views of myself and other south- 
erm members who voted against the resolution of the 18th of 
January. That gentleman, if I correctly understood him, con. 
sidered our vote as influenced by the motives which governed 
hia—the belief that it renched upon the right of petition. 


+. (Mt. Grancer explained. - He said the gentleman from Vir. 
ginia had mieapprehended him. He had understood the gen- 
teman from Virginia, and other southern gentlemen who voted 
with him, asdoing soon the ground that they were opposed to 
the reception of memorials onthe subject of abolition, and had 
given them credit for their manly and consistent course on that 
pceasion, }. « K 
` Me: R, said he was piaased to leam that he “had been mis- 
taken; but the vote hadbeen misinterpreted here and elsewhere 
by. those who had thought it worthy their notice, and he de- 
sired then, so far as he was concerned, to correct the erroneous 
construction. I voted, sir, (continued Mr. R.)against the reso- 
lution in question, because, by requiring all abolition memo- 
fiala'to be laid upon the table, it necessarily implied that such 
memotials should be received. | Ihave uniformly denied the 
propriety of their reception, andam daily more and more con- 
vinced that the greater part of the annoyance and agitation ex- 
Rerienged here from the abolitionists has arisen from this favor 
shewn to their memorials. The power of the House to refuse 
to receive them cannot be justly denied. The parliamentary 
rule itself which, upon the presentment of a petition, regularly 
requires the question to be put. whether it shallbe recettrd, ne. 
geasatily. implies that power; for the moment it is admitted that 
is question may be pnt, it follows that.it may be- answered 
elther afffrmatively or negatively, and, consequently that the ro- 
aeption, in the exercise of a sound discretion, may be refused. 
ie right of petition, like all other human righia, must have 
aome limits’ Tt is generally admitted that the House may re- 
fuse to-xecsive: petitions indecorous or insulting in their lan- 
uage: But where is the rule, or the reason, of confining this 
lower to Objections on the score of language? Why net refuse 
repre ‘thom where the subject-matter is beyond our Juris: 


H 
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ie application so palpa 
consti alas to require no deliberation, and deserve no fa- 
vor? ‘fhe rights of the petitioner may be co-extensive with the 
constinnional pewer of Congress, but cannot transcend it, It 
is an absurdity m terms to-talk of a right to petition, where 
thete is not a correlative power to grant. Why ask what can- 
net b- given? Where there exists a rational doubt, petitions, 
Lagree, ought to be received and considered; atid no one wi'l go 


. farther to respect the right within just and reasonable hounds. 


But where the petition is plainly unjust or unconstitutional; 
where it cannot be granted without robbing others of thelr pro 
erty or their rights; without violating that instrument we 
ave sworn to observe; or endangering the Union it is our 
duty to guard; it is insulting in its character, whatever may be 
its language, and ought not to be entertained. It is idle to re- 
‘ceive a petition we are predetermined to reject; and no wrong 
is done by refusing to entertain an application which it is inde- 
corous or unjust to make, or unlawful to grant.. Suppose ape- 
tition praying to take away a man’s life by act of Congr 
abolish the trial by jury, establish a national church, or do any 
thing else prohibited by the Constitution: to what end receive 
iit And do not these abolition memorials propose to violate 
. the Constitution? Do they not seek to take away what that 
Constitution recognises as property, and forbids to be taken ex- 
cept for public use? But gentlemen say it is more respectful 
to receive them, and Jay them upon the table without reading 
them, Sir, I deny it. They who tell them at once, frankly, 
that they will not receive them, because they ask what ought 
notto be granted, treat tbem with full as much respect as those 
who, baasting to be the exclusive friends of the right of peti- 
tion, receive them, and Jay them aside without deigning to 
look at them. Itis a mere pretence, a mockery, to call this 
respect for the right of petition. © 
This, Mr. Speaker, is the view I took of the resolution of the 
18th January. Believing that the abolitionists demanded what 
Congress had no moral or constitutional power to concede, I 
was not willing to give their memorials admission. I was not 
willing that this Hall, devoted as it should be to harmonious 
deliberations for the common good of the Union, should be 
made a receptacle for foul and odious libels upon the character 
and institutions of the Southern people. But the House have 
ordered otherwise.. These offensive memorials, in many cases 
signed by women and children ignorant of the institutions un- 
dev which we live, and not knowing, it is to be hoped, the con- 
quences of their folly, have been received—out of respect, it is 
said, tothe right of petitiom—and are to be preserved for ever 


among the archives of the nation. If there were any hope of 


surcess, would ask a reconsideration ef the resolution under 
whìch this outrage is mflicted upon us, and an order to the Clerk 
to deliver them back to those who preseuted them. Sir. L have 
told gendemen from the North, aud J tell them again, that they 
do not, and will xot, F fear, until it shall be too late, appreciate 
the motives or the feelings of the Southern or Southwest. 
eri peopie, Perbaps they cannot: for itis a law of our 
nature that we do not, without difficulty, enter ity the 
feelings of others differently situated froin ourselves. A 
parent only can know the extent of parental affection; he 
only who has experienced it can realize the strength of that 
tie which binds the husband to his wife. So, sir, North- 
em men can have but a faint conception of the emo- 
tions we experience at the unceasing assaults aimed at our 
peace, our property, our rights, and our institutions. They sit 
secure and unmoved, while the missiles destined to assail and 
annoy us are prepared before their eyes, and coolly and mast 
philosophically wonder atthe warmth of the South. How, sir, 
would they bear similar aggressions upon themselves? Would 
they sit calmly, and listen to petitions for the re-establishment 
of slavery in the non-slaveholding States? It seems, sir, they 
think they would. Will they receive petitions from the South to 
abolish the aboliticnists!—And let me tell them that the people 
of the South regard abolidonism and abolitionists as grievances 
fuil as hard se Dear with as they can possibly consider us or our 
institutions, Will petitions be received hereto banish hem? to 
put them to death? [Several Northern gentlemen appeared to 
assent.] Gentlemen, lam to understand, think such petitions 
would be admitted. Then, sir, I go furiher; I put a stronger 
case. Suppose the southern people had organized societies to 
seize upon the wiv, nd children of their northern brethren 
to make them hewers of wood and drawers of water, in leu of 
the slaves sought to be wrested fiom them; suppose these socie- 
ties boasted of their growing strength, while their petitions 
were daily flowing by hundreds into Congress for aid in their 
nefarious schemes; suppose there were really some ground to 
believe that their anticipations of suecess might be realized: I 
demand to know whether northern gentlemen would still sit qui. 
eily in theirseatsand submit to suchan outrage. No, sir: no man 
willsay it; no man will believe it. If they could, then, indeed, are 
they destitute of the best feelings that belong to the human heart 
and colder than the ice-bound region they inhabit. Let them judge 
what would be their feelings in such a case, and they will begin 
to understand what are ours under the daily attempts made 
in the non-slaveheiding States, and countenanced by the favor 
shown them here, to wrest from us our property, blacken our 
character, and endanger the safety of our wives and our chil- 
dren, His time that the further progress ofthese schemes 
should be arrested. F will yield, sir, to no man in devotion 
to the Union. God grant it may be perpetual. But it isim- 
possible to doubt that these persevering efforts to trample 
upon our rights and disturb our peace are every day aljena 
ting the attachment of our people, and endangering the stabi- 
lity of our Union. It is because I would have it to endure 
that I would never give entrance here to any petition that 
should bring the institutions of the South into question hefore 
a tribunal having no power to judge them. If we cannot suc- 
ceed in that, } would agree to recede this District—so parti- 
eularly aimed at—-to Maryland and Virginia, reserving only 
the national property, and power to protect the public fune- 
tionaries in the due discharge of their duties. Or, sir, I wil! 
unite with the western delegation to remove the seat-of Govern- 
ment itself, if no other means can be devised of Preserving ihe 
Union, and putting a stop to the harassing interference and mis- 
chievous designs of the abolitionists. 

But, sir, this topic has carried me from the questien pro- 
periy before us. It is always a fruitful source of disorder. 
and it is much to be regretted it has. been again introduced. 
I promised not to detain the House, and I will conclude with 
adding my request to that of a gentleman who preceded me in 
the debate—though-I fear it will be unavailing-—that the gen- 
Ueman from Massachusetts will withdraw ihe inquiry pro- 
pounded by him to. the Chair, softhat we may return to the 
business of jhe House, already tog Jong neglected, 
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nmoral, unjust, or un- H- 


derstood at the time. 


March, 1837 
H. of Reps. 
REMARKS OF MR. ADAMS, 


Or MASSACHUSETTS, 

In the House of Representatives, March 2, 1837— 
Mr. Peyron, cf Tennessee, having called upon 
Mr. Abams to make a statement in relation te-a 
report of the minority of the bank investigating 
committee in 1832—~ 


Mr. ADAMS said, that after the course which he 
had deemed it his duty to take throughout: the 
whole of this investigation, that is, of taking no part 
‘in it whatever, he had hoped to be spared the ne- 
cessity of saying one word to the House in relation 
to it, or having any connection with it, or with the 
individual whose very name ke had no disposition 
topronounce. But as the gentleman from Tennes- 
see, (Mr. Peyton,). after reading a passage from 
the report of the minority of the commiitee ap- 
pointed to investigate the condition of the Bank of 
the United States in April, 1832, to which report 
his (Mr. Adams’s) name was subscribed, had 
thought properspecially to callupon him tu confirm 
the statement which he had read, he felt it was no, 
longer proper for him to remain silent; but in what 
he was about to say to the committee, he should 
confine himself strictly within the call of the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, with the exception of.a very 
few remarks upon what had fallen from the mem- 
ber from Maryland, who had also been a member 
of the bank investigating committee of 1832, (Mr. 
Thomas.) 


There were three reports made from that come 
mittee to the House of Representatives, with a con- 
siderable mass of documents appended to each: the 
report of a bare majority, which had the assent of 
the gentieman from Maryland; a report written by 
the chairman of the committee, Judge Clayton, of 
Georgia, who afterwards, in a manner highly hono- 
rable to himself, and with a magnanimity as gene- 
rons as it was rare, publicly retracted, in this hall, 
every word of it that was disparaging to the cha- 
racier of the president of the bank; the report of 
the minority, from which the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee has read the extract which he now called on 
Mr. Adams to avouch ; and a separate report made 
by Mr. Adams himself, and signed by one other 
member of the committee. The report from which 
the extract had been read was written, not by Mr. 
Adams, but by a member then among the most ` 
eminent men in the House, and since. that time 
Governor of the State of South Carolina, (Mr. 
McDuffie.) It had also becn subseribed by Mr. 
Adams, who, in his own report, had given his own 
views in relation to the transactions referred to in 
the extract just read. bat exiract, ne repeated, 
was not written by him, but he had subscribed his 
name to the report in which it was contained; and 
as he stood in presence of God and of the House, 
he now believed every word of the extract to be 
true, as he did believe when he signed the report. 

With regard to the explanations and revisions of 
opinions of the gentleman from Maryland, with 
which he had favored the committee, Mr. Adams 
would not have thought himself called upon to 
notice them, but that they had an appearance, he 
could not believe intentional, of reviving andcoun~ 
tenancing dark suspicions of dishonor against a 
man as honorable as any one that breathed upon 
earth; a man basely slandered and persecuted, and 
whom he numbered among the dearest of his 
friends: he meant the president ot the Bank of the 
United States, 


The resolution read by the gentleman from Teng - 
nessee, “ that the charges brought against the pre- 
sident of the bank, of lending money to Thomas 
Biddle and Co. without interest, and of discounting 
notes for that house, and for Charles Biddle, with- 
out the sanction of the directors, are without foun- 
dation; and that there does not exist any grounds 
for charging the president with having shown, or 
manifested any disposition to show, any. partiality 
to those individuals, in their transactions with the 
bank,” is stated in the report to have been unani- 
mously adopted by the committee. It was so un- 
But now, the gentleman. 
seems net to know whether he voted for it or not. 
He says that if the yeas and nays had been taken, 
he should probably have voted for it then; but, after 
| time for reconsideration and re-examination of the 
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evidence, he has had occasion to alter his opinion. 
He withdraws now, at the end cf five years, what- 
ever credit his assent to that resolution may have 
given to the unanimous acquittal by the committee 
of the president of the bank from a charge mali- 
ciously and infamously false. He is not yet quite 
willing to assume the burden of defending the 
general character of the delator. He knows very 
little about him, and has been bat once in his 
house; but he thinks his charges against the presi- 
dent of the bank were true, or, at least, not wilfully 
false; because, notwithstanding they were flatly 
contradicted and denied by every individual witness 
to whom he appealed for coafirmation of his state- 
ments, they were yet confirmed by the entries on 
the books of the bank; and because Mr. Philander 
Stevens, then a member of Congress, did, even 
while the committee were at Philadelphia, obtain 
a loan by order of the president, and without a 
vote of the directors. The transaction with Mr. 
Stevens was not within the commission of the in- 
vestigating committee, and was satisfactorily ex- 
plained and accounted for at the time. But the 
charge affecting the integrity of the president of the 
bank was, that, by his direction, Thomas Biddle 
and Co. brokers, and his relations, were habitually 
allowed to take large sums of money out of the 
bank, giving merely their notes for the amount, or 
depositing mere slips of paper, or pledges of 
stock, in the teller’s drawer, all without the know- 
ledge of the directors, and without payment of 
interest, While they had the use of the moneys. 
This wes no occasional irregularity, or inci- 
dental anà inadvertent looseness of practice in 
the hurry and multiplicity of business; it was a 
direct charge of gross malversation in office against 
the president of the bank, and as such it was first 
brought forward in the committee. To substantiate 
this, a dirty old paper, containing a minute of two 
sums of money, thus alleged to have been taken 
from the telier’s draw, on the 25th of May, forty- 
five thousand, and on the 26th of May, twenty-four 
thousand dollars, was produced, and sworn to be 
minutes taken at the time; and it was sworn that 
when this practice was thus detected, Mr. Whitney 
ordered these sumsshould be entered upon the books, 
which was accordingly done; that he immediately 
went into the president's roora; there expostulated 
with him against this practice; that the president 
colored up very much, and promised that it should 
not happen again. The criminality of this charge 
had it been true, consisted in the allowance to the 
brokers to take out money and use it without pay- 
ment of interest; and the pretended interview ‘and 
expostulation with the president, and his blushes 
upon detection, were to prove a conscionsness in 
him of dishonesty and breach of trast. Now, ail 
this was not only positively and most solemnly de- 
nied by the president of the bank himself, but every 
individual to whom Whitney appealed to sustain 
his allegation of facts, as flatly denied them—the 
teller, the discount clerk, the cashier then of the 
bank, every one of them, denied every part of such 
a transaction as havingoccurred within their know- 
ledge. When every individual named as having 
acted in the transaction, had thus explicitly denied 
hisstatements, he resorted forconfirmation ofhisnar- 
rative to his own testimony as he had told the story 
to others shortly after the dates of his minutes. He 
had told it toa Mr. Wilson Hunt; and Mr. Huut 
was examined by the committee. Mr. Hunt stated 
that Whitney had spoken of certain loans which he 
said had been made to Thomas Biddle and Co. 
without the knowledge of the directors, and had 
shown him a memorandum which he had taken of 
such loans; but he denied unhesitatingly, and with 
a strong expression of surprise, that he had ever 
told him they were without interest, and said he 
was very sure if he had told him so, it was impossi- 
ble he should have forgotien it. 

[Mr. Anriiony interrupted Mr. Adams by rais- 
inga question of order, and objecting that these 
statements were sot relevant to the subject under 
consideration. The chairman (Mr. Pierce of New 
Hlampshire,) said, the debate had taken so wide a 
range already, that he did not feel himseif autho- 
rized to call Mr. Adams to order, but thought he 
might proceed, unless the commitice should direct 
otherwise. Mr. Adams said he had very reluc- 
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tantly risen at the sudden and unexpecied call of 


the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Peyton.) He 
had added a few remarks, which he thought 
called for by those of the gentleman from Mary- 
land, (Mr. Thomas,) but nothing could be farther 
from his intention than to proceed a hair's breadth 
beyond the rules of order; nor would he now pre- 
ceed without express authority so to do from the 
chairman or frora the committee. Some debate 
then arose; the chairman referred the question to 
the committee, and two: successive divisions, by 
tellers, took place; on both of which a majority of 
the voters were for authorizing Mr. Adama to pro- 
ceed, the want of a quorum on the first division 
having rendered the second necessary. The chair- 
man then directed Mr. Adams to proceed. He was 
twice or three times interrupted or replied to by 
Mr. Thomas. The following is the substance of 
what he said, though possibly some of the preceding, 
and some of the following observations may be 
transferred from the order in which they were 
spoken.] 


Upon Mr. Tromas’s last replication Mr. ADAMS 
said: 


Mr. Chairman: The gentleman from Maryland 
is anxious to have the last word, and he shall have 
it. He bore an honorable testimony to the unsul- 
lied integrity of the president of the bank by assent- 
ing to the resolution read by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, and now he does not know whether he 
voted for it or not. He has had new lights, by a 
re-examination of the evidence; and, abeve all, he 
believes Whitney’s story, because his minute of 
the two sums taken from the tellers draw on the 
25th and 26th May, 1824, is confirmed by the en- 
tries on the books of the bank. Now, sir, there are 
two ways of accounting for the conformity of Mr. 
Whitney’s minutes and the books of the bank: one, 
that the entries and the books were conformed to 
the minutes; and the other, that the minutes were 
made conformable to the entries on the books The 
gentleman from Maryland chooses to believe the 
first of these alternatives, and thence derives all 
his confidence in Whitney’s testimony. I believe 
(said Mr. A.) that the minutes were made from the 
entries on the books, to which Whitney, as a direc- 
lor, always had access, Whitney swore at first 
that the entries on the books of those sums taken 
out of the teller’s draw on the 25th andi26th of 
May, were made by his order. The clerk 
who made the entries swere not only that 
they were made without his order, but that if he 
had assumed to give such an order, it would not 
have been obeyed; no single director having any 
right to give such an order. Whitney then, with 
the permission of the committee, revised his testi- 
mony, to correct what he called discrepancies, and 
said his impression was that he directed the two 
loans to be put upon the books, or, that he was in- 
formed that they had been placed there, and that he 
confirmed their having done so. Confirmed their hav- 
ing done so! What was there to confirm? His 
charge was that there had been no entry on the 
books till he had ordered they should be made. The 
gentleman from Maryland relies upon the con- 
firmation of the entries on the books. There is 
not one tittle of evideuce on the books to show that 
there ever was such a transaction, as Whitney's 
going with Andrews and Wilson to the teller’s 
draw, and to the discount clerk’s desk, nor that 
Whitney’s memorandum was made at that time. 
Andrews, Wilson, Patterson, the first teller, and 
Burtes, the discount clerk, denied positively all 
recollection of any such transaction having oceur- 
red, and these are the four persons with whom, and 
in whose presence, he had sworn that it took place. 
With regard to the non-payment of interest upon the 
Joans to Thomas, Biddle and Co. of which Whit- 
ney swore Wilson had told him; Wilson denied 
with indignation that he had ever told him of, or 
known any such thing. Was there any cenfirma- 
tion of this charge on the face of the books? Not 
a particle. The face of the books, and all the wit- 
nesses, proved directly the reverse—and in this 
consisted the grevemer of the charge. It was not 
the mere hasty, incautions practice of loaning 
money apon deposites of stocks for three or four, 
ten or fifieen days, charged as cash, and repaid 
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with interest to a day and hour; it was tbeembis=? 
zlement of the funds of the bank by unliceaced 
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loans, to favorites and kinsmen, without inderest. 


That was the charge to which Whitney swore 
against the president of the bank, and which the 
books of the bank, and every witness to. whom -he 
appealed for confirmation of his testimony, contra- - 
dicted and disproved. 


There was not a shadow of evidence that any’ 
such a transaction as his going to the teller’s draw, 
or the discount elerk’s desk, with the cashiers, 
ever occurred. They all denied any recollection 
of such an incident; but the remainder of his sto- 
cy, of an immediate private interview with the 
president, his remonstrance against the contina- 
ance of the practice, and the president’s blushing 
promise that it should cease—of the falsehood of 
all this there was cther conclusive proof besides 
the positive denial upon oath of the president 
himself. The dates upon the memorandum cor- 
responding with the entries on the books of the bank, 
fix this transaction, if it happened at all, upon the 
27th of May, 1824. Now it turned out. that the 
president of the hank, on that day, and for a week 
before, and several days after, was not at Phila- 
delphia, but at Washington; so that the loans and 
the deposite of stocks were made in his absence, 
and altogether without his knowledge—General 
Cadwalader then acting as president of the bank. 
The dates of the memorandum had fixed the time 
of the discovery and expostulation so unalterably, 
that if it did not happen then there was no pretence 
that it could have happened at all. The whole 
foundation of fact upon which this fabulous fabri- 
cation was erected, appears to be, that on the 25% 
and 26th of Mery, 1824, Thomas Biddle and Ca. 
received upon interest, from the bank considerable 
sums of money, on the security of deposited stock, 
and perhaps al other times upon their notes. ‘That 
these loans were not for definite terms of thirty, 
sixty, or ninety days, but for an indefinite and 
small number of days, after which the cash was 
replaced, and the interest paid for all the time they 
had had the use of the money. One of the occa- 
sions of this practice was, that Thomas Biddle and 
Co. as brokers, were agents of the bank itself for 
the purchase of bills of exchange, sometimes to 
the amount of millions in a few days. As they 
purchased the bills in the market, they needed the 
money to pay for them ; and in the process of such 
negotiations the money for payment may be wantec 
before the equivalent can be delivered. In such 
cases, moneys to a very large amount might appear 
to be borrowed by the brokers, wnen their real 
debt to the bank would be little or nothing; and 
such was the amount of all the charges against the | 
bank which formed the subject of inquiry-to the 
investigating committee of 1832. 


Especially was every charge against the integrity 
of the president of the bank, at that time, signally 
defeated and confounded, notwithstanding the caen- 
dor of the gentleman from Maryland—that candor 
of which he now makes such liberal profession, 
and of which that committee had abundant demon- 
stration thronghout the whole course of their labors. 
Even a majority of that committee, hostile as they 
were to the Bank of the United States, did, in the 
resolution read now by the gentleman from Ten- 
nesseé, bear their unequivocal testimony to the in- 
tegrity of the president of the bank, upon the very 
point with regard to which it has been impeached. 
The gentleman from Maryland accepted that reso- 
ution as a substitute for one of non-committal, 
which he himself had offered; and now he with- 
draws that acceptance, and does not know whether 
he votes for the resolution or not. : 


It is not, Mr. Chairman, for the purpose of ine 
terposing in the good offiecs of the gentleman from 
Maryland, in behalf of the individual „whose cha- 
racter and conduct have recently occupied so much 
of the time of this House, that I have. said thus 
much. Of them I have no disposition to discourse, 
or to open my lips. I rose merely to answer to the ' 
call of the gentleman from Tennessee, and to vin- 
dicate the untainted honor of my friend, which I 
am not disposed in silence to hear assailed in this 
piace, either by open assault or by Insidious ipsi 


uation. 


904 APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 

. “oan CONGRESS. Remarks. 2p Sxssion, | 
[he publication of the foregoing remarks of Mr. Anams has been delayed for the purpose of — 
_publiching, at the same time, those of Mr. Tomas, of Maryland, on the same subject: but we have, 
` not been able to procure Mr. Taomas’s remarks; and as our subscribers to the ArpPENDIX are anxious © 
: to have it completed, we shall put this number to press without them. 


Should we be so fortunate as to procure Mr. Tuomas’s remarks in a short time, they will be pab 
lished, and sent to subscribers.]—En’s. 


THE END. 


The ConeressionaL GLoBE and Apprnprx will be published during the called session and the 
_.. first session of the 25th Congress, for #2 each. They may be had separate. i 


